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t has long been identified that Ione of the major challenges 
the nation is grappling with is 

that of bad governance which is 
propelled by bad leadership. This 
has been aptly captured in Chinua 
Achebe's book 'Trouble with 
Nigeria'. Leadership issues come 
in myriads of ways and the 
present decadent situation is 
clearly a fallout from this malaise.

 It is baffling most of the times 
the manner the leaders have failed 
to understand the urgency that 
underlines some policy actions 
which they treat with levity. They 
carry on as if the public interests 
do not matter or as if governance 
and its outcome are their personal 
prerogative which must not be 
questioned by anybody.

President Buhari, it seems has 
the record of the leader with the 
highest delayed period before 
appointing his cabinet. That 
appears a precedent copied by two 
South East governors who have 
yet to reconstitute their cabinets. 
Governors Okezie Ikpeazu of 
Abia State and Hope Uzodimma 
of Imo State have since five 
m o n t h s  a n d  t wo  m o n t h s  
respectively failed to reconstitute 
their dissolved executive council 
meetings.

Even though that there may not 
be any breach of time line known 
to any law it must be observed that 
the quality of the administration 
may be impaired by the long delay. 
It was not for nothing that the 
constitution of the land provided 
for an executive council and the 
non existence of   it means that a 
gap has been deliberately created.

What is difficult to comprehend 
is the reason for the delay. It gives 
out the governors as executives 
who are not thoughtful enough in 
their actions. It is inconceivable 
that one would set out to create a 
gap without thinking of how to 
close it. It is symptomatic of the 
rudderless dispositions that 
character ize  our  s tate  of  
governance. It is even more 
disturbing when the state 

legislatures that are supposed to 
play oversight functions on these 
governors have gone to sleep. 
Apparently in deep slumber!  

One of the interpretations from 
the failure to reconstitute their 
respective cabinets is that the 
executive governors have the 
preference to run as sole 
administrators rather than 
function with a team. The 
implications are clearly obvious 
in certain respects. The position 
of attorney-general in the state is 
very critical because of ensuing 
legal matters which arise every 
minute and which cannot 
ordinarily be dragged or delayed 
for so long given the crime nature 
of our environment as well as 
political and legal tussles.

It is not out of place to ask how 
the governors have continued to 
drive their vision in the absence of 
a coordinated team, the State 
executive council. For Gov 
Ikpeazu who may have beaten 
Buhari to his record, it would 
appear, may have jettisoned the 
constitution or does not find it 
necessary to work with an 
executive council. 

News Echo is alarmed at this 
development and urges the 
governors to reconstitute their 
cabinets immediately. It is never 
for lack of competent hands that 
they have failed to do this. Their 
argument may not find conviction 
in the light of capable hands that 
are yearning to serve their people. 
We advice that the governors 
should open their eyes very well 
to pick credible people who know 
their onions to deliver the much 
desired dividends of democracy. 

This should go beyond party 
lines to accommodate those who 
can deliver value but not aligned 
or affiliated to any political 
group. Good governance is easier 
to secure outside political 
patronage. We also caution that 
before any cabinet reshuffle ready 
successors should be standing by 
to avoid this vacuum.
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Cabinet reshuffle: Uzodimma, 
Ikpeazu as sole administrators
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c o r r u p t i o n ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  
performance measurement. 

A serious concern is that as the 
population grows, demand for 
higher education has been on the 
increase.  To  address  th i s  
challenge, the Nigerian education 
policy reforms focused on 
increasing enrolment, creation of  
more public institutions and 
l icensing of  more pr ivate  
institutions. However, funding 
remains the biggest obstacle. 
Across all levels, public and 
private institutions remain ill-
equipped to function effectively 
and efficiently. TET-Fund scheme 
favours the public over private 
institutions, thereby limiting the 
funding of  inf ras t r ucture,  
research,  and innovat ions  
capacity of  private institutions. 
Also, there is a disconnect 
between the universities and 
industries leading to graduates 
being underdeveloped in terms of  
e m e r g i n g  d i g i t a l  s k i l l s ,  
e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i l l s ,  
entrepreneurship education, 
voca t iona l  and  indus t r i a l  
development. 

The tradit ional  teaching 
method of  face-to-face dominates 
the teaching pedagogy in Nigerian 
higher education with less 
attention to digital learning. 
COVID-19 pandemic has brought 
the long-standing vulnerability of  
the Nigerian public higher 
institutions. COVID-19 pandemic 
and labour strike by the Academic 
Staff  Union of  Universities  
disrupted the university system for 
about nine months. The ASUU 
strike was targeted at improving 
the working conditions and 
welfare of  its members and 
pushing the government to 
increase investment in higher 
education. Stakeholders identified 
improving  academic  s ta f f  
remuneration, investment in 
professional development and 
digital education resilience should 
be the focus of  future policy 
reforms. 

Globally, digital systems have 
become an integral part of  the 
educational landscape. It appears 
that the quality of  teaching in 
Nigerian higher education is 
affected by the lack of  digital 
infrastructure and the lack of  
digital orientations of  staff  and 
students. Stakeholders advocate 
p o l i c i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
development of  a virtual learning 
environment or blended learning 
(a blend of  face-to-face and the use 
of  online digital resources) across 
all public and private institutions. 
A l s o,  t h e y  a d vo c a t e  t h e  
establishment of  emerging digital 
skills certification and digital 
literacy standards. 

Dr Igwe is a Senior Lecturer at the 
University of  Lincoln. 

Some participants noted that a 
decline in the demand in the oil 
sector and lower oil prices have led 
to low revenues and a weak 
economy, hence, cuts in public 
expenditure. 

The lack of  funding has an 
impact on access to education and 
inclusivity, hence, Nigeria has a 
high rate of  out-of-school children 
and youths. Besides funding 
inadequacies,  s takeholders  
identified several other factors 
affecting the Nigerian higher 
education system including an 
o v e r e m p h a s i s  o n  d e g r e e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s,  i n e f f e c t ive  
governance, weak technology or 
digital infrastructure, systematic 

education system, but several 
challenges remain such as funding 
gap and weak technology.” 

 According to Professor 
Suleiman Bogoro, Executive 
Secretary, TET-Fund, the body is 
an intervention agency set up to 
provide supplementary support to 
all levels of  public tertiary 
institutions using funding targeted 
at the rehabilitation, restoration, 
and consolidation of  tertiary 
education. The key activities of  
TET-Fund include funding 
essential physical infrastructure 
for teaching and learning, 
institutional material, equipment, 
research, publications, and 
academic staff  development. 

Stakeholders fear that the non-
implementation of  policies has an 
impact on the standard of  
education and has impeded 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  
a d v a n c i n g  k n o w l e d g e ,  
employability skills and meeting 
the international educational 
standards. Stakeholders observed 
that Nigeria's funding allocation to 
tertiary education has declined 
over the years. Also, Nigeria's 
spending per student is at the 
lowest and higher institutions have 
limited diversified income streams 
outside government funding. 

As another stakeholder opined, 
“In terms of  progress, Nigeria has 
made a huge progress in the higher 

uring the first quarter of  D2021, the University of  
L i n c o l n ,  U K  i n  

collaboration with the African 
Deve lopment  Ins t i tu t e  o f  
Research Methodology, Enugu 
received funding from the UK 
Research and Innovation QR 
Strategic Priorities Fund to 
investigate the educational policy 
reforms required for sustainable 
higher education in Nigeria. 

The project engaged Nigerian 
higher education policymakers 
and stakeholders through one-to-
one interviews and focus group 
meetings that included executive 
officers from key stakeholders 
such as Tertiary Education Fund; 
N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
C o m m i s s i o n ;  N a t i o n a l  
Commission for Colleges of  
Education; Teachers Registration 
Council of  Nigeria; Committee of  
Vice-Chancellors; COHEADS of  
Polytechnics; Committee of  
P r o vo s t s  o f  C o l l e g e s  o f  
Education; Nigeria French 
Language Village; some current 
Vice-Chancellors; some former 
Vice-Chancellors; Ministry of  
E d u c a t i o n ;  s o m e  S t a t e  
commissioners for Education; 
E C O WA S  C o m m i s s i o n ;  
current/former Registrars and 
Deans of  faculties in the Nigerian 
un ive r s i t i e s ;  and  Commi t  
Technology &Consult Limited 
(Consultant on Digital Skills and 
Information Technology). 

During the consultations, 
stakeholders identified that 
Nigeria has made several signs of  
progress in the development of  the 
higher education system, however, 
pol ic ies,  innovat ions,  and 
practices seem disconnected or 
disjointed. Nigeria has one of  the 
most robust education policies, but 
a  ma jor  cha l l enge  i s  the  
implementation of  the policies. 
Federal agencies such as the NUC, 
the NCCE, National Board for 
Technical Education, and TET-
Fund  a re  r e spons ib l e  fo r  
formulating, funding, monitoring 
and implementations of  higher 
education teaching and research 
policies. The NUC develops the 
minimum academic standards, 
accredits degrees and other 
academic awards. Also, these 
agencies are responsible for 
ensuring that quality is maintained 
within the academic programmes. 

A participant at one of  the 
events observed that, “There is an 
urgent need to close the funding 
gap in the education sector in 
order to improve the physical 
infrastructure, technological, 
d i g i t a l  a n d  m a n p o w e r  
requirement for improving the 
standard of  higher education in 
Nigeria”. 

The key challenges of  Nigerian 
higher education have been 
attributed to the funding gap and 
non-implementation of  policies. 
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An impact assessment of higher 
education in Nigeria

‘

‘

‘

‘

“A serious concern is that as the population grows, demand for higher 
education has been on the increase. To address this challenge, the Nigerian 
education policy reforms focused on increasing enrolment, creation of  more 
public institutions and licensing of  more private institutions. However, 
funding remains the biggest obstacle. Across all levels, public and private 
institutions remain ill-equipped to function effectively and efficiently. TET-
Fund scheme favours the public over private institutions, thereby limiting the 
funding of  infrastructure, research, and innovations capacity of  private 
institutions. Also, there is a disconnect between the universities and industries 
leading to graduates being underdeveloped in terms of  emerging digital skills, 
employability skills, entrepreneurship education, vocational and industrial 
development”

Adamu
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making peace with your Chi-uwa is 
necessary to help you fulfill your 
purpose on Earth.

Before you do this you have to 
know your Chi-uwa through Afa, (I 
don't advise individuals to do it to 
avoid mistakes.) but what you can 
do is calculate the amount of  money 
this items will cost and send to the 
person that will do it for you or buy 
it yourself  and take it there. Ask the 
DIBIA or EZENWANYI how 
much he wants you to pay for his 
services. Then you can learn from 
the dibia in case you want to feed 
your Chi-uwa on your own.

1 native chicken (oké for male or 
Nwunye for female), 1 Okposi Chi, 
1 Okposi ikenga, 1 chick,              4 
Kolanut (ogi Ugo), 1 ose oji, 2 yam, 
1 schnapps,1 knife, 4 Nzu, palm 
wine, crate beer 4 ogirisi leaves, food 
seasoning ie crayfish to cook the 
chicken and yam

Dibịa Nwangwu 
How to attain great spiritual 

height traditionally: 1. Know your 
CHI (your God of  incarnate!), 2. 
Know your NDỊ-ICHIE. (Your 
ancestors), 3. Know your AGWU. 
( T h e  h o l y  s p i r i t  o f  
Omenala/Ọdịnanị), 4. Know your 
N D I - M M I R I  . ( Yo u r  wa t e r  
incarnate spirits), 5. Know the okwu 
mmụọ! (The altars of  your family, 
kindreds, village, community,and 
your mother's town), 6. Know your 
iy i -uwa (Your  covenant  of  
incarnate), 7. You must know the 
waters of  your town  and mother's 
town, 8. Do not have a sexual 
intercourse with somebody's 
wife/wives, 9.Do not indulge in 
sexual intercourse with a widow 
who is still in his late husband's 
family, 10. Do not indulge in sexual 
intercourse with a divorcee whom 
his family has not or refused to 
collect back her bride price, 11. Do 
not have sex with a woman that is 
menstruating, even your wife!, 12. 
Do not steal or covet your fellow 
man's property of  any sort!, 13. Do 
not bear false witness against 
anybody or swear on what you 
know nothing about. Be it serious or 
comic!, 14. Do not indulge or 
belong to any blood covenant group 
or cult, 15. Do not indulge in any 
sexual intercourse with a fellow 
man, woman or animals of  any 
sort!. 16: Do not have sexual 
intercourse with your blood 
relatives.

Not all spiritual matters require 
blood sacrifice for appeasement. 
Only that people draw this karma to 
themselves. It is not right for our 
women to commit the sin of  
abortion and think it is cool to 
remove unwanted pregnancy in the 
name of  civilization! Or western 
ideology. That hinders lots of  things 
in one's life on earth,

Also brother killing brothers, 
sleeping with other people's 
husbands or wives etc are terrible 
issues. These kinds of  crimes are 
bad before God and man that is why 
it requires a higher sacrifice to clear 
karmic debt! Else the offenders keep 
their generations in perpetual 
bondage that ordinary cleansing 
with garlic, sea salt, egg etc can 
never erase or solve.

and you succeed then you have to 
return to your chi and give it praise, 
thanks and offerings like Chicken, 
goat, Ram or cow. It depends on 
your promise to your Chi. 
Pray to your Chi daily to build a 
strong bond. Items for prayer 
include, Nzu, Edo, Kolanut 3 or 
more parts, dry gin, alligator pepper 
for cleansing. 

Items used to settle/feed your 
CHI-ỤWA

Chi and Chi Uwa are mistaken to 
be the same but they are not the 
same. Chi is your spirit guide to your 
destiny. Chi-uwa is your onye uwa 
or Agwu who comes back to fulfill a 
purpose on earth. This ritual aligns 
you with your Chi-uwa on earth, 

Don't beg.
Prayer in Odinala requires you sit up 
right with Nzu in your hands 
professing the cleanliness of  your 
hand, heart, mouth, and mind Of  
any wrong doing, speech, and evil 
intentions, before any favors are 
asked. You speak with your eyes 
opened as if  you are talking to 
someone in front of  you.
You have to inform your Chi before 
you begin anything to get the 
support and protection of  your Chi. 
Whenever you ask for a request 
from your Chi you have to attach a 
promise of  an offering, pls promise 
what you can afford and don't fail on 
your promise.
When your request aligns with your 
Chi or your Chi accepts your request 

also be your Chi. I advise you go for 
Afa consultation to know your Chi 
and Onye ụwa (I will talk about this 
in the next post) 

You need to have your OBO CHI 
( a l t a r )  w h e r e  y o u  p r a y,  
communicate with and feed your 
Chi. Your Chi needs to be called 
down into an Okposi (statue) which 
you use to represent your Chi, you 
place the statue at your altar. If  you 
don't have it, use Ogilishi leaves. 

How to communicate with your 
chi 
When speaking to your Chi for a 
favor it has to be a negotiation than 
begging and pleading. If  you want 
something good for yourself  explain 
it to your chi why you deserve it. 

hi is deep to explain but in 

Csimplicity CHI is a personal 
entity, each person have 

their own Chi. The Chi is referred to 
as ones internal divinity, everything 
in existence has a CHI.

Your Chi is what gives you life 
and a purpose to life, beyond begin 
the giver and taker of  your life the 
Chi is your why, it's the reason you 
exist. The Chi determines your 
destiny and all of  the details of  your 
life and your existence. The sum of  
all CHI is connected which is known 
as CHIUKWU OKIKE (God the 
creator) or CHI UKWU OBIOMA 
(God Almighty).

As we know Igbo cosmology 
believes in duality where everything 
is 2, eg male and female, up and 
down, front and back, right and left, 
good and bad etc. So is Chi na Eke, 
Chi being God the father and Eke 
being God the Mother. Chi as God 
the father is the beginning of  all 
things, the cause, the idea, the 
reason, and the intention. While 
EKE is the reality, the effect, 
manifestation and existence.

Chi and Eke are the process and 
formula that creates and governs the 
universe. 2 that must come together 
to create a spark, everything within 
the unseen and inexistence is in the 
space of  Chi while all that is seen 
and in reality is Eke. We as beings 
exist as Eke in flesh which is seen but 
it's the Chi in us that gives us life and 
leads us, which is unseen. 

What you seek to know your Chi 
already knows hence the saying CHI 
KA DIBIA (the Chi is greater than 
the wise man). As the source of  the 
idea that created you, you and your 
Chi will work together to fulfill your 
destiny. You are free to make your 
decision but your Chi determines 
the outcome, it is your Chi that 
knows what will happen in your 
future and your life as a whole.

The Chi is not only the bringer of  
good things but the authorizer of  
bad things as well. Accepting your 
creator means accepting both good 
fortune and misfortune, struggle 
and strive. When people gather to 
plan against you if  your Chi is not 
there the plan will not work. 
Therefore nothing happens to you 
without the authorization of  your 
Chi. 

The Chi is what determines when 
and how you will die, if  at an old age 
or not, ONWUCHI (death by Chi) 
is seen as a blessing as the individual 
has reached a matured age and is 
buried so he or she can reincarnate 
but if  the person has a bad Chi that 
brought mystery to the individuals 
life or the family the person is buried 
face down or not buried at all to 
avoid being an ancestor or repeating 
what their Chi brought upon them 
in their next life. 

Your individual Chi is actually a 
God or Goddess which are parts of  
Chi-Ukwu the great God. Each of  
us has a deity attached to us from the 
Element of  the day you were born. 
As Eke is fire, a person's Chi might 
be ANYANWU or Amadioha. 
There might be an Arusi (deity) in 
your family lineage either from your 
paternal or maternal home, it can 

Obiano

Soludo

By Belle Reine/Dibia Nwangwu

What is CHI and how to pray

‘

‘

‘

‘

“Prayer in Odinala requires you sit up right with Nzu in your hands professing 
the cleanliness of  your hand, heart, mouth, and mind of  any wrong doing, 
speech, and evil intentions, before any favors are asked. You speak with your 
eyes opened as if  you are talking to someone in front of  you. You have to 
inform your Chi before you begin anything to get the support and protection of  
your Chi. Whenever you ask for a request from your Chi you have to attach a 
promise of  an offering, please promise what you can afford and don't fail on 
your promise.When your request aligns with your Chi or your Chi accepts your 
request and you succeed then you have to return to your chi and give it praise, 
thanks and offerings like Chicken, goat, Ram or cow. It depends on your 
promise to your Chi. Pray to your Chi daily to build a strong bond. Items for 
prayer include, Nzu, Edo, Kolanut 3 or more parts, dry gin, alligator pepper for 
cleansing.”.
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his week Kate Henshaw Tturned 50 and we were all 
amazed. She looks nothing 

like her age.
She is a true definition of  'black 

don't crack' with a body that 
women in their 20s would be 
envious of. 

She is our style inspiration for 
this week, and I do not see why 
not. 

Here are five things we love 
about Kate. 

Her body 
Have you seen the state of  her 

body? Mad! Kate's exercises like 
she is training in the Olympics. She 
is proof  that you do not dream of  
the perfect body, you work for it. 

h e  r i c h  a n d Tglamorous  l i fe  i s 
something Mercy 

Eke naturally exudes. She is 
about that life.

Since she launched herself  
from the Big Brother Naija 
platform, there has been no 
stopping Mercy Eke. 

Eke has been getting the 
bag since then and living the 
life too. The baby girl just 
wants to relax and be taken 
care of, and she really takes 
care of  herself  by living the 
good life. 

Here are five reasons why 
Mercy Eke is the queen of  the 

supply of  money? With a real 
estate company and brand 
influencing deals under her 
belt, money certainly is not a 
problem to fund the lifestyle. 

Luxurious cars 
This queen of  lifestyle has 

a fleet of  cars in her garage. 
How else would she show up 
if  not in a Range Rover? 

Fashionista 
The hair is laid, the body is 

on fleek. We love how she 
dresses, her hair, and her 
make up. When it comes to 
fashion, Mercy Eke will 
always 'Pepper Dem'. 

good life. 
Foreign trips 
G r e e c e  t o d ay,  Pa r i s 

tomorrow. Nothing says the 
g o o d  l i f e  m o r e  t h a n 
expensive trips to foreign 
countries in first-class or a 
private jet. 

Designers Clothes, Shoes 
and Bags 

Mercy got the Birkin, 
Chanel, Gucci, Bvlgari, and 
so many other designer 
clothes, shoes and bags. 

Lands and businesses 
W h a t  i s  a  q u e e n  o f  

lifestyle without a steady 

Her skin 
Kate's supple dark skin has left 

us wondering if  she has drunk 
from the fountain of  eternal 
youthfulness. We are yet to spot 
one blemish or dark spot. It is just 
perfect chocolatey goodness. 

Her smile 
Kate has the most gorgeous 

smile. We love it! 
Her flat tummy/abs 
That is absolutely stunning. We 

stan a fit woman. 
Her sense of style 
Kate looks absolutely gorgeous 

in everything, from jeans to gowns. 
She selects the most beautiful 
outfits, and we love how she 
dresses them! 

Style Inspiration: 5 things we love about Kate Henshaw 

Reasons Mercy Eke is the queen of the
good life 

Read &
advertise

in
NEWS ECHO
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Osinachi Nwachukwu, a sports journalist: 
I will say that such clamour is 100 per cent justifiable. 

Professional sportsmen and women need annual pension plans and 
benefits from the Federal Government (Sports Ministry) after 
retirement from active sports because they have served the country 
in that capacity. 

Some of  the stories we hear about some of  our ex- sportsmen and 
women are not too good, because the transition from active sports, 
especially from football to something else which is not usually easy, 
is not there in Nigeria.

In advanced countries, leagues and other sporting activities are 
well developed and properly managed, which include good salaries 
and allowances, a conducive economic environment which will help 
to generate opportunities to make life easier for these athletes.

This is exactly what is lacking in Nigeria today, where allowances and salaries are usually 
irregular. You will see a case where salaries are owed for months in addition to the poor economic 
environment which has made life difficult for the athletes. Now how do they plan for retirement if  
allowances are irregular?

That is why you see some of  our heroes living like paupers, some doing drugs, while some are 
suffering from different degrees of  life-threatening injuries sustained while representing their 
country. 

There is a National Association of  Nigerian Professional Footballers (NANPF) to help in 
ensuring a better and healthier life after football for its members. But the question is, how active is 
this body in achieving the said goal?

I suggest we holistically look into this and set up a working plan for all the athletes that are 
representing or represented the nation at any capacity, to help in catering for these heroes when 
they retire from active sports. 

All hands must be on deck to achieve it. Some of  our athletes choose to represent other 
countries because of  their attractive welfare packages.

Samuel Okoro (Big Sammy), a Sports journalist:
The truth is that sports has always been a budding place of  

wealth. A lot of  athletes have made good fortunes from different 
sporting activities. While we can't deny that every man has different 
routes to success, we can't trivialise the importance of  financial 
management and investment in the lives of  some of  these athletes. 

For the ex-internationals, a good number of  them had it rosy back 
then and failed to invest in their tomorrow. Should it be a burden to 
the Nigerian government now? No. 

But should the government watch as our heroes who gave their all 
to defend the badge of  the Nation waste? No is the answer. There must be a balance. The truth is, 
it is not mandatory for the government to always give financial assistance to all of  them. 

But some cases are rare, and in those cases, the government can decide to come out and assist. 
Let's not forget, a couple of  the ex-internationals have colleagues who are faring very well, what 
was the magic; financial management and investments.

Mr Odinaka John Ugwoegbulam, from Ogwa in Mbaitoli LGA, a 
sanitary engineer, resident in Owerri, Imo State capital:

For me, I don't think it's necessary considering the level of  
unemployment in this country, when the government still finds it difficult 
to pay the people who are currently working. Business people and 
artisans are not even considered as part of  the citizens of  this country, 
because the government has done absolutely nothing to help people from 
such departments.

So talking about people who have already been paid for their services, I 
don't think it's necessary; rather what I think is that government should 
carry them along by fixing them in one or two places where they could be 
actually productive and active in building of  the upcoming ones and 
become relevant in one way or the other. 

No country in the world considers them as pensioners; rather they 
engage them in other activities where they can be helpful to the growth of  the economy of  the country. 

I will advise anybody who is a sports person; footballer or whatever to make investments to make 
hay while the sun shines, as it is said that the firewood you gather during the dry season is what you use 
during the rainy season.

Mr Ozems Chimezie
I don't think that the demand of  our Ex- internationals are in order, 

when you take into account that they were paid and even pampered by the 
authorities when they were in active service. 

It would have been a different thing if  they were treated like teachers 
who are expecting their reward in heaven. Theirs was not a thankless job 
as they were handsomely rewarded by their respective clubs and the 
country.

They should not expect any assistance from the federal government or 
sports authorities when they are in trouble, after being adequately taken 
care of  during active service.

The truth of  the matter is that most of  them mismanage their wealth and they don't invest, 
bearing in mind that they will retire one day.

x sports internationals and celebrities, most times berate Nigerian government for abandoning them at later Estages  of  their  l ives,  after  giving their  best  to  the country at  their  youthful  period.
Considering the fact they were paid by the clubs they played for and also paid for their services for the country, 

and considering the unemployment and poverty level in the country, do you think such clamour/demand is justified.

Mr Chinedu Okolo, Transporter, operating in Onitsha, 
Anambra State:

Nigeria is a country where you cannot predict what will 
happen tomorrow. It is saddening that no matter how you 
render services to this country, you will end up being not 
appreciated. These players should have special remuneration 
that will keep them to death because they suffered a lot to put 
the country image to a higher pedestal.

Most of  them now are bedridden with no medical care and 
good food. But google their names, you will see praises and 
awards. This is absolutely ridiculous and I am using this 
medium to call on government, especially those in sports ministries to go back to records and 
begin to identify with these great talents. Their prayers and blessings will go a long way in the 
sports development of  Nigeria.

Ogochukwu Anioke, a journalist and state correspondent 
of The Nation Newspaper in Ebonyi State. I'm also an active 
amateur footballer with Alpha Football Club of Abakaliki. 

It boils down to lack of  preparation by the players for life 
after football. They failed to get an education or skills that they 
can survive on. Many of  them were wasteful, with their money 
while playing, instead of  investing in good businesses that will 
sustain them. However that does not mean that government 
should not have welfare packages for our ex-footballers. They 
(NFF) and Sports ministry should look at having a pension 
scheme for ex-footballers as is done in countries like England.

Mr Chinonso Nnajiofor, from Owerri-Nkworji, 
Nkwerre LGA, Imo State:

Well, from my perspective, I think Ex sports 
internationals should stop berating the government at the 
later stages of  their lives because sports is what they chose 
as their profession, and just like every other professional, 
such as medical doctors and legal practitioners, they 
should make maximum use of  their wages during their 
active sporting days. 

No medical doctor, for example, has ever come out at 
old age to lament the government's abandonment, except 
probably in terms of  retirement entitlement s due to such a 
person if  he worked in a government hospital. 

Hence there should be no need for any sportsperson to make claims of  abandonment 
because they were paid for their services for the nation, as well as in the various clubs they 
served. 

I urge them to cultivate the habit of  optimising the resources at their disposal by making 
maximum use of  money paid for their services during their active days. However, if  the 
government owes them any allowances or bonuses, there is a solid ground to make such 
claims.

Stephen Kalu, from Ihechiowa, Arochukwu LGA of Abia 
State, a former footballer:

The problem is because our football administrations from top to 
lower levels are entrusted in the hands of  non-footballers and non-
sportsmen. The condition of  ex-footballers in Nigeria is 
unfortunate. Go to football clubs in -Nigeria today and you discover 
that those at the helm of  affairs never played football or played any 
sporting game for Nigeria. A situation where politicians and other 
inexperienced persons are manning football administration in 
Nigeria would continue to worsen the travails of  ex-footballers. 

Go to Egypt and Ivory Coast, you will discover that anybody 
who did not play football or any other sports is never appointed into 
sporting positions. The case is different in Nigeria and that is why 
no one cares for retired players.

Mr Daniel Duru, from Oguta LGA, Imo State, an 
activist and convener, Concerned Imo Citizens for 
Good Governance:

In all sincerity, anyone, under any guise who justifies 
government abandonment of  some of  these our aging 
heroes and heroines needs to have his head examined.

Without sentiments, it's a truism that most of  these men 
and women who put their bodies on the line in projecting 
the name of  the country internationally, deserve to be 
treated well, much more than the political leaders, most of  
who stole the common wealth of  the country, and are 
ironically placed on pension after they have left office.

The summation of  my response is that these men and 
women deserve a better treatment after leaving active service, other than being abandoned.

They did contribute to the country, and even more than the political leaders (who are 
taken care of  after office).

The truth remains that the biggest problem of  Nigeria is leadership.

By Uzoma Ogoke; With contributions from Nonye Udimmiri, David Uka, Uchenna Ezeadigwe and Dan Maduagwu

Do you think the Nigerian government should take
care of ex-sports internationals and celebrities?



Nigerian editors decry govt's attempt
to gag media

he Nigerian Guild of  TEditors (NGE) has 
rejected insinuations 

by the National Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC) that 
journalists by their reporting 
encourage terrorism.

NBC, in its recent directive, 
warned journalists, television 
and radio stations in Nigeria 
against “glamorising and 
giving too many details on the 
nefarious activities of  terrorists 
and kidnappers” during daily 
newspaper reviews.

NGE, in a statement by its 
President, Mustapha Isah, and 
the General Secretary, Iyobosa 
Uwugiaren, on Wednesday, 
described the recent directive 
by the commission as yet 
another attempt to gag the 
media from playing its primary 
role in a democratic setting.

''We hope it is not a ploy by 
the NBC to ban newspaper 
r e v i e w  i n  b r o a d c a s t i n g 
stations. Because the content 
of  the directive doesn't specify 
what kind of  conduct would 
fall within their realm. It is our 
v i e w  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  
independent, critical, and 
trustworthy journalism has 
never been more important 
than now in our country,” the 
Guild said.

Against the background of  
NBC growing anti-media 
policy, the group questioned 
the sincerity of  such a directive 
as it failed to explicitly define 
what constitutes ''too many 
de ta i l s ' ' ,  ' ' g lamor i s ing ' ' , 
' ' d iv i s ive  rhe tor ic ' ' ,  and 
''security issues.''
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By Eze Eluchie, Esq clearly stipulates that the HCDT 
will allocate 75% of  the sum 
available to the HCDT to a 
Capital Fund from which it will 
execute projects that have been 
approved.

244(a) of  the PIB oddly 
enough, has an awkward proviso: 
“provided that any sums not 
utilised in a given financial year 
shall be rolled over and utilized in 
subsequent year” – making it 
expressly clear that not all the 
75% of  3% may be utilized during 
a current accounting year. There 
is the likelihood that, even where 
the funds are released to the 
HCDT, factors may occur which 
will ordinarily make it impossible 
to use any portion of  the said sum 
in any given year.

244(b) of  the PIB Provides for 
20% of  the 3% to be reserved as 
'Reserve Fund' for use in years 
“whenever there is a cessation in 
the contribution payable by the 
sett lor”.  This means that 
ordinarily, this sum will not be 
ordinarily available for HC 
developmental needs, save for 
when there is a 'cessation'. More 
worrisome is the provision of  Sec 
234(4) of  the PIB, which allows 
the Settlor to, without any reasons 
being advanced for such refusal, 
refuse to fund this 20% of  the 3% 
'Reserve Fund' at the Settlors 
discretion.

244(c) of  the PIB Allows for a 
further deduction of  the sums due 
to the HC, by allocating the 
remainder 5% of  the 3% for 
'Administrative Costs'

To further muddle up matters 
with regards to the deployment of  

242(2)}, (a)the selection process, 
procedure for meeting, financial 
regulations and administrative 
procedures of  the Board of  
Trustees (b)the remuneration, 
d i s c ip l ine,  qua l i f i ca t ion ,  
disqualification, suspension and 
removal of  members of  the 
Board of  Trustees; and (c) other 
matters other than the above 
relating to the operation and 
activities of  the Board of  
Trustees{Section 242(4)}, and 
also appoint the Secretary to the 
Board{Section 242(5)}.

In other words, the meagre 3% 
of  the operational costs which is 
ostensibly meant for the Host 
Communities, will not be 
given/presented to the Host 
Communities, but would rather 
be given to an entity created, 
staffed and under the purview of  
the Settlors. A Settlor is defined 
in Section 318 of  the PIB as “a 
holder of  an interest in a 
petroleum prospecting license or 
petroleum mining lease whose 
area of  operations is located in or 
appurtenant to any community 
or communities”.

Incredulous as it may sound, 
under the PIB and in real terms, 
the 3% meant for the Host 
Communities will be under the 
full control of  the Operators!

3. Only 75% of  the 3% 
HCDTF will get to the HCDT

Despite the meagre percentage 
(3% of  operating costs of  
Opera to r s )  accorded  fo r  
development of  the Host 
Communities, under the PIB as 
p a s s e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Assembly, only 75% of  the 3% is 
assured to the HC's in any given 
year. Section 244(a) of  the PIB 

through and could give rise to 
further crisis during the 
implementation of  the PIB.

2. The Host Community 
Development Trust Fund 
(HCDTF)

The recognition of  the need 
t o  a l l o c a t e  a  s p e c i f i c  
percentage of  total operational 
costs to Host Communities is a 
most welcome development 
t owa r d s  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  
harmonious working, living 
conditions and existence in our 
oil producing areas. The 
rationale behind whittling 
down the funds accruing to the 
Host Communities from 10% 
to its current 3% of  operational 
costs, considering that the 
b e t t e r m e n t  o f  H o s t  
Communities is a fundamental 
objective of  efforts at a 
Petroleum Industry Law, 
remains shrouded in mystery. 
{Section 240(2) PIB}. The 
allocation of  a meagre 3% of  
operational costs for the needs 
of  the Host Communities 
appears to be where Host 
Community benefits terminate 
in the PIB.

Under the PIB, the funds due 
to any Host Community, the 
H o s t  C o m m u n i t y  
Development Trust Fund 
(HCDTF) are paid into the 
custody of  a Host Community 
Development Trust (HCDT), 
an entity that will be “set up by 
t h e  S e t t l o r,  w h o  s h a l l  
determine its membership and 
t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e i r  
appointment” {Section 242(1) 
PIB}. The Settlor will also 
determine the membership of  
the Board of  Trustees {Section 

i f  i n d e e d  t h e  i n d i ge n o u s  
communities, the 'geese that lay 
the golden egg' of  the mainstay of  
the Nigerian economy, have been 
well accommodated and their 
interests addressed by the PIB, 
which is currently awaiting the 
signature of  the President of  the 
Federal Republic to become law.

1. The definition of  Host 
Community

A host Community is defined 
under Sec. 318 of  the PIB as: “any 
community  s i tuated in  or  
appurtenant to the area of  
operation of  a settlor, and any 
other community as a settlor may 
determine pursuant to Chapter 
T h r e e  o f  t h i s  A c t ” .  T h e  
emboldened later part of  the 
definition of  Host Community 
(HC), which gives latitude to the 
Settlor (an Operator in the 
petroleum industry) to virtually do 
as it wishes with regards to 
deciding which community can be 
described as a 'Host Community' is 
quite worrisome and subject to 
abuse. Under the PIB, at par with 
c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  o i l  
prospecting, extraction and 
refining activities are undertaken, 
c o m m u n i t i e s  o v e r  w h i c h  
petroleum pipeline traverse are 
now deemed as HC's, and likewise 
'any other community as a Settlor 
may determine'.

In a nutshell, a Settlor can decide 
that a community anywhere, no 
matter how detached it is from its 
area of  core operations, is a HC!

A situation that provides for 
such loose definition of  'Host 
Community', allowing wide 
discretion to the Settlor to 
determine which community so 
qualifies, is not well thought 

he  pas sage  o f  the  TPetroleum Industry Bill 
(PIB) by both houses of  

Nigeria National Assembly, on 
the 1st of  July 2021, after almost 
two decades of  efforts at crafting 
a  leg is la t ion that  would  
rationalize and put into proper 
context Nigeria's otherwise 
mostly unchartered Petroleum 
industry environment, where 
any and everything goes, was 
heralded with a sigh of  relief  by 
diverse stakeholders:  For 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e t r o l e u m  
investors - they now have a one-
stop document where the rules 
of  engagement in the petroleum 
indus t r y  was  adequate ly  
enunciated; For operators 
(downstream and upstream 
alike), there was now detailed 
rules for their operations and for 
engagement with their host 
communi t ies  ( ind igenous  
owners of  the lands where crude 
oil was sourced from); and the 
Host Communities – despite 
their initial demands to be 
accorded 10% of  operational 
costs of  the operators, they 
appeared to be at least, for the 
very first time, assured of  a 
definite percentage of  operators 
operational costs as their 
entitlements.

It thus appeared that the 
perennial elusive search for a 
peaceful environment for our 
petroleum sector to thrive and 
maximize its potentials has 
finally come to an end.

Is that truly the situation? We 
shall now venture to inquire into 
the PIB from the perspective of  
the Host Communities, to gauge 

Continues on Pg. 11

Nigeria's Petroleum Industry Bill: Have indigenous host 
communities been shortchanged again?

Buhari Slyva
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HCDT Funds, the 75% that 
appears guaranteed for the HC is 
described as 'Capital Fund', which 
in Nigerian parlance means funds 
for capital projects. It appears that 
the funds received by the HC's 
cannot be deployed for human 
capacity development projects 
such as Scholarships and Skills 
acquisition endeavors. This is 
however debatable.

4. Host Communities can forfeit 
their entitlements

In what can be termed a sinister 
plot to deprive the HC's of  even 
this meagre 3% of  operating cost 
allocation, the funds available to 
the HC's will be forfeited in the 
event of  “an act of  vandalism, 
sabotage or other civil unrest 
occurs that causes damage to 
petroleum and designated 
facilities or disrupts production 
act iv i t ies  within the host  
community” {Sec 257(2) of  the 
PIB}. Innocuous as this provision 
appears, when it is realized that 
the HCDT is comprised by 
nominees of  the Settlor and that in 
most instances of  spills and 
damages to pipelines and other 
facilities of  Operators, the HC's 
have always argued that the aged 
equipment's of  the operators and 
the lack of  maintenance, it 
becomes clear that the HC's will 
a lways bear the br unt of  
accusations for vandalism, 
sabotage  and damages  to  
petroleum facilities – and may 
thus be compelled to forfeit 
whatsoever was their entitlements 
under the PIB.

If  the PIB becomes Law in its 
present state, the likelihood of  
HC's not receiving a dime in the 
course of  any one calendar year, is 
quite high.

5. Overbearing control by the 

Settlor
Under the PIB, overwhelming 

control of  the funding, funds, 
management, operations and 
structure of  the HCDTF is 
accorded to the Settlor. The 
Settlor decides how, when, where 
and who can attend meetings of  
the HCDT {Sec 234 of  the PIB}; 
the Settlor also provides the 
sharing formula of  HCDT Funds 
amongst the various HC's within 
its operational area {Sec 245 of  
the PIB}, this could be despite the 
fact that the HC's being oftentimes 
contiguous communities, might 
have traditional means of  sharing 
joint assets; the Settlor shall 
decide on what the HC's need and 
what can be funded under the 
HCDTF {Sec 251 (1) and (4) of  
the PIB}; when the foregoing is 
added to the powers of  the Settlor 
to determine what constitutes the 
HC's entitlements under the PIB; 
incorporate the HCDT; decide 
who is appointed a Trustee of  the 
HCDT; decide who can be 
appointed as a Member of  the 
HCDT Board of  Trustees; decide 
who will be appointed as 
Secretary of  the HCDT and 
decide who will be appointed 
Fund Manager to the HCDT; it 
b e c o m e s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
communities themselves have 
very nominal roles to play in the 
HCDT – the powers, the funds, 
the staffing, the management of  
the HCDT are all under the 
control of  the Settlor, and 
whosoever the Settlor decides to 
favor.

The entity the PIB, as is, 
protects, empowers and enriches 
is not the indigenous communities 
where crude oil operations are 
conducted/executed, rather it is 

the Settlor, “a holder of  an interest 
in a petroleum prospecting license 
or petroleum mining lease whose 
area of  operations is located in or 
appurtenant to any community or 
communities”, that turns out to be 
the primary and sole beneficiary 
of  the PIB

6. Implicit denial of  HC's access 
to courts to address/resolve 
disagreements

Under the PIB, HC's have a 
maximum of  3 months “after the 
accrual of  any cause of  action in 
respect of  any such act, neglect or 
default and provided such act or 
omission was not done in good 
faith” to commence any action 
arising from the implementation 
of  the PIB {Section 307(2) of  the 
PIB}.

In addition, HC's or aggrieved 
entities can only commence 
actions under the PIB after the 
expiry of  a 1-month “written 
notice of  the intention to 
commence the suit” {Section 
308(1) of  the PIB}.

The combined import of  
Sections 307(2) and 308(1) of  the 
PIB, is that from the time an issue 
arises between the HC and the 
Settlor or the NNPC Ltd., the HC 
has just 2 months to notify the 
S e t t l o r  o f  t h e i r  
greviance/disagreements, enter 
into relevant correspondences, 
hold meetings, retain a Counsel 
and then issue the statutory 1-
month notice of  intention to 
commence action! When it is 
realized that the Sec 307(2) gives 
t h e  3 - m o n t h  p e r i o d  a s  
commencing from 'the accrual of  
any cause of  action', and not 
necessary when the HC becomes 
aware that they have a cause of  
action, then it is clear that the 3-

month period can actually lapse 
long before the HC realizes that 
they have a cause of  action.

The framers of  the PIB could 
have overreached themselves 
when they also try to muzzle the 
Judicial system by inserting 
provisions which compels Courts 
to give the Settlor or the NNPC 
Ltd 'a 3 months' notice of  the 
intention to commence execution 
process' {Section 308(4) of  the 
PIB}.

The provisions geared towards 
denying HC's access to courts to 
enforce their claims or rights is 
mean-spirited, dubious and likely 
unconstitutional and void.

7. Vesting on Lands
The Nigerian Constitution vests 

all lands in any State of  Nigeria in 
the State Governors (for lands in 
urban areas) and in the Local 
Government authorities (for lands 
in rural areas) {Section 1 of  the 
Land Use Act, which by Section 
3 1 5 ( 5 )  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
Constitution, is an integral aspect 
of  the Constitution of  the Federal 
Republic}

The PIB commences with a 
proclamation in its very first 
section to the effect that “The 
property and ownership of  
petroleum within Nigeria and its 
territorial waters, continental 
shelf  and exclusive economic 
zone is vested in the Government 
of  the Federation of  Nigeria” 
{Section 1 of  the PIB}.

The Constitution of  Nigeria 
provides that any other law in 
conflict with constitutional 
provisions, is deemed void to the 
extent of  such inconsistency. To 
the extent that it vests lands in an 
authority distinct from where the 
Constitution vests lands, Sec. 1 of  

the PIB is deemed void.
In reality, all Licenses or 

authorizations to Settlors and 
Oil companies, issued to such 
third parties by the Government 
of  the Federation of  Nigeria can 
a c t u a l l y  b e  d e e m e d  a s  
unconstitutional and void.

8. Conclusion:
From the description of  what 

constitutes a HC, to the meager 
sum allowable to HC's, and 
further depletion of  the said 
meagre sum to enable HC's 
access only 75% of  the said 3% 
in any given financial year, to 
provisions which empower the 
Settlor entities powers to control 
and manage the HCDTF's, it is 
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  H o s t  
Communities have been terribly 
short-changed by the PIB as 
passed  by  the  Nat iona l  
Assembly.

The PIB, if  signed into law, 
will merely give legal backing to 
an instrument that is geared to 
further destabilize the Host 
Communities, create friction in 
the oil producing region and 
very likely foster a cantankerous 
environment that will not be 
sui table  for  meaningful ,  
peaceful petroleum industry 
operations in Nigeria's oil and 
gas rich territories.

The President of  the Federal 
Republic is humbly urged to 
veto the PIB, return same to the 
National Assembly and urge for 
more respect and representation 
from the Host Communities 
towards ensuring that their 
needs are met in line with the 
global best practices in the oil 
and gas sector regarding 
addressing the interests and 
needs of  Host Communities.

Issues
...Nigeria's Petroleum Industry Bill: Have indigenous 
host communities been shortchanged again?

Lawan Gbajabiamila







Records have it that he 
once served in the United 
States Marine Corps before 
going to law school. 

Having failed to pass the 
bar exam, he enrolled in the 
New York Theologica l 
Seminary. After completion, 
he launched the Christian 
Broadcasting Network in 
Virginia which has grown to 
broadcast in 180 countries. 

Pat Rober tson is  the 
founder and CEO of  the 
Christian Coalition, which is 
a  C h r i s t i a n  R i g h t 
organization that raises 
money and public support 
for conservative political 
candidates. 

He ran for president in the 
late 80s but did not win. 

4. Benny Hinn - $60 
million 

Benny Hinn is estimated 
to be worth $60 million. 

He is a televangelist born 
in Israel on the 3rd of  
December 1952. 

He is known globally for 
his regular miracle healing 
crusades mostly held in big 
stadiums of  big cities and 
broadcast on live television. 

His turning point was 
w h e n  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s 
introduced him to prayer 
meetings at school and then 
he accepted Christ, a move 
his family had opposed to but 
determination led him to 
Kathryn Kuhlman's healing 
service in Pittsburgh, reports 
say. 

He founded the Orlando 
Christian Center in 1983. 

5 .  P a s t o r  C h r i s 
Oyakhilome - $50 million 

Nigerian pastor Chris 
Oyakhilome aka Pastor 
Chris is also estimated to be 
worth is 50 million dollars. 

He is the founder of  
B e l i e ve r s '  L o ve Wo r l d 
Incorporated aka "Christ 
Embassy". 

He is a televangelist and 
has his church spread across 
Africa. 

The church runs an NGO 
c a l l e d  t h e  I n n e r c i t y 
Missions. It also has three 
Christian television channels 
that include LoveWorld 
Plus, LoveWorld TV and 
LoveWorld SAT. 

P a s t o r  C h r i s  i s 
undoubtedly one of  the 
richest pastors in the world. 

6. Joel Osteen - $40 
million 

Right after Pastor Chris 
comes Joel  Osteen,  an 
A m e r i c a n  p r e a c h e r , 
televangelist and author who 
is believed to be worth about 
40 million dollars. 

He was born on the 5th of  
March 1963 and named Joel 
Scott Osteen. 

H e  i s  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  

L a k e w o o d  C h u r c h  i n 
Houston, Texas, a church 
and its television ministry he 
inherited from his father, the 
late John Osteen. 

After taking over in 1999, 
he has lifted the church to a 
higher height. 

7. Creflo Dollar - $27 
million 

C r e f l o  D o l l a r  i s  a n 
American Word of  Faith 
teacher, a pastor and the 
f o u n d e r  o f  t h e 
nondenominational World 
C h a n g e r s  C h u r c h 
International. 

He is based in Fulton 
County, Georgia. 

He is estimated to be 
worth 27 million dollars. 

H e  h a s  a  q u a r t e r l y 
international  magazine 
named CHANGE with over 
100,000 subscribers. 

He is an author and has 
books to his credit including 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  G o d ' s 
Purpose for the Anointing 
(1992), Claim Your Victory 
Today (2006) and 8 Steps to 
Create the Life You Want 
(2008). 

Reports say Creflo has 
two Rolls-Royces, a million-
dollar house, a private jet and 
several other assets in the US. 

8. Rick Warren - $25 
million 

Rick Warren has also 
made it to the list as the 
eighth richest pastor in the 
world. He is the founder of  
the Saddleback Church 
located in Lake Forest, 
California. 

His church is believed to 
be one of  the largest in 
America that averages a 
weekly attendance of  20,000 
people, resulting in the 
pastor making a lot of  money 
through church donations, 
reports say. 

He is estimated to be 
worth 25 million dollars. 

Rick is an author who is 
enthusiastic about religion, 
uplifting the poor and the 
promotion of  education. 

To be continued...

ust as a journey of  

Jthousand miles is said to 
start with a step, so did 

most wealthy and popular 
pastors and their churches 
s t a r t  f r o m  a  h u m b l e 
beginning before arriving at 
the state they are in currently.

Some started with just a 
few people engaging in 
prayer sessions in classrooms 
and open spaces but today, 
they are known for their huge 
buildings and televised 
services that attract huge 
viewership across the world. 

Here is a chronicled list of  
the top richest pastors in the 
world and their estimated net 
worth below: 

1. Kenneth Copeland - 
$300 million 

P e r  c h e c k s ,  P a s t o r 
Kenneth Copeland tops the 
list of  the richest pastors in 
the world. He is an American 
preacher born in Lubbock, 
Texas in December 1936. 

He is the founder of  the 
K e n n e t h  C o p e l a n d 
Ministries located in Tarrant 
County in Texas. 

The man of  God who 
combines as an author, a 
p u b l i c  s p e a k e r,  a n d  a 
musician is said to be richer 
than official figures available 
but according to Celebrity 
Net Worth, he is worth $300 
million. 

Copeland spreads the 
word of  God via television, 
books, DVDs and CDs. 

H e  i s  n o t e d  f o r  a 
flamboyant lifestyle and has 
three private jets which he 
uses for trips to resorts and 
personal vacations. 

2. David Oyedepo - $150 
million 

Being Nigeria's richest 
pastor,  David Oyedepo 
follows Kenneth Copeland 
as the world's second-richest 
man of  God with a net worth 
estimated at $150 million. 

He is the founder and 
presiding bishop of  Living 
Faith Church Worldwide 
also known as Winners 
Chapel. 

Pastor David Oyedepo is 
the senior pastor at Faith 
Ta b e r n a c l e ,  a  c h u r c h 
auditorium with 50,000 seat 
capacity. 

He is reported to own 
several properties including 
private jets and homes in the 
USA and UK. 

3. Pat Robertson - $100 
million  

The third richest pastor on 
the list is Pat Robertson who 
has an estimated net worth 
of  $100 million. 

The American preacher 
and successful businessman, 
a l so  known as  Marion 
Gordon Robertson was born 
in Lexington, Virginia. 
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l l  the science-

Ap r o v e n  t h i n g s  
about you that 

drive men crazy the most.
If  you've ever wondered 

what attracts men to you 
the most, these seven things 
are the answers you have 
been looking for! 

1. Facial symmetry 
This is when the left side 

of  your face matches the 
right side of  your face and 
vice versa, with things 
matching up perfectly from 
one side to another and 
according to researchers 
this is a lot more attractive 
as well. 

2. Lips 

These signs show the 
girl is a keeper and 
you should propose to 

her at the right time.
She's happy around you 
If  a woman likes you, she 

always tries to be with you. 
S h e  l o v e s  y o u r 
companionship and she 
doesn't stop smiling because 
she is comfortable around 
you. She loves your aura, 
energy and great personality. 

Downplays other guys 
She wants you to know 

that there are other guys 
interested in her. But she 
doesn't want you to think she 
finds them interesting. So, 
she may not even bring up 
other guys, and if  she does, 
she does it  to see your 
reaction. 

You've met her friends 
If  she really likes you and 

wants to move a step further 
in the relationship, she will 
introduce you to her friends. 

Her friends will analyze you 
from your head to toe and 
delve into your occupation 
and family background. 
Although they comments 

don't really matter in your 
relationship, it is a sign of  
relief  for you and your 
girlfriend. 

She shares her secrets 
with you 

Trusting someone is a risk 
and when someone opens up 
to you then you should know 
she really loves you. She 
wants an emotional bond 
with you and you should 
reciprocate her love and trust. 

She tries to make you 
jealous 

Jealousy is the easy way to 
get someone's attention. If  
she mentions other guys or 
flirts with other guys in front 
of  you, she just to see what 
your reaction is. She wants 
you to fight for her love. 

She spends time and 
money on her appearance 

Makeup products and 
designer clothes are really 
expensive. If  she persistently 
look extremely good and 
smells romantic any time you 
invite her out, this tell she 
want s  more  than  mere 
friendship. 

A
 search through 
social media will 
largely show you 

that men reach sexual peak 
somewhere between 17 and 
18.

For so long, that has been 
the belief. Actually, dating 
back to the 1940's when a 
certain Alfred Kinsey whose 
research on human sexuality 
[groundbreaking at the time] 
reached that conclusion after 
asking men and woman how 
many times they orgasmed 
in a week. 

F o r  m e n ,  t h e  m o s t 
orgasms were had at age 18. 
For women, it was in their 
mid-30s. And so the 
be l i e f  was  bor n 
that's still pushed till 
this day. 

But the number 
o f  t i m e s  o n e 
orgasms in a given 
period can't be used 
as a judge of  'sexual 
p e a k . '  I n  t h i s 
context, sexual peak 
is not just about 
regularity. Quality is 
rather a better-suited 
synonym and it is 
difficult to imagine a 
man's life ending 
with the best period 
of  sex in his life 
coming before he 
was barely legal. 

Actually, science agrees 
that 18 or any period of  a 
man's teenage years can't be 
the peak of  his  sexual 
sojourn [Ok, that's a little 
corny but let's continue.] 
There are about two different 
periods projected by surveys 
and scientific findings – and 
a man could reach his sexual 
peak at any of  these times. 

1. 32 years of age 
A certain American sex 

toy company asked i ts 
customers for information 
on when the best sex of  their 
life happened. Of  course, 
t h i s  i s  p e r s o n a l  a n d 
subjective to individual 

experiences but the fact that 
that several men reported 
that they were getting the 
best out of  their sex lives at 
3 2  s e e m s  p r e t t y … 
illuminating. 

2. No age, per se 
O n e  s t u d y  f r o m 

researchers at the University 
of  Texas found that while 
men had a peak in number of  
orgasms in late teen years, 
their sex drive and the 
satisfaction they got from sex 
would pretty much stay on 
the same level till the end of  
their lives. 

She just says it 
If  you find a woman who 

just tells you how she feels 
without you having to dissect 
her every single move, keep 
her. Take her in your arms 
and never let go. You found a 
keeper, a rare gem. 

She makes future plans 
W h e n  a  g i r l  s t a r t s 

suggesting things for the two 
of  you to do in a couple of  
weeks, or even a couple of  
months, it  seems pretty 
obvious she's got you in her 
long term plan. 

She cares about you and 
your family 

She likes spending time 
with you and tries to check up 
on you at work. She helps you 
ou t  when  she  can  and 
appreciate, if  not participate, 
in your hobbies. 

So if  you find your girl 
i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  w o r k 
problems, doing your dishes 
and watching you beat your 
top score on (insert video 
game of  your choice here), 
you've found yourself  a 
keeper. 

Results from a study at 
Manchester University 
found that lips are a 
woman's most attractive 
physical attribute. 

To agree with this, all 
you need do is consider just 
how gorgeous you look 
especially when they have 
red lipstick. 

3. Strong eye contact 
Forget that saying about 

the eyes being the window 
to the soul, because they're 
also the door to keeping a 
lover's attention. Turns out 
your pupils dilate a little 
more when you're attracted 
to someone. The kicker? 
People are apparently super 

attracted to dilated pupils. 
Lesson learned: never miss 
an opportunity to fixate 
your eyes at your intended 
bae. 

4. Great teeth 
Research suggests that 

straight, white teeth are 
very attractive, too. And 
w h a t  m a k e s  t h i s  
particularly important can 
be seen in number 4 below. 

5. Beautiful smiles 
Another study suggests 

that men are so drawn to 
women who smile a lot. 

This is pretty right too as 
smiling obviously makes 
women beautiful than 
moping and frowning. men 

are significantly more 
attracted to women who 
smile. It's not like you'll be 
reeling them in with a 
grimace. 

6. A higher-pitched 
voice 

High-pitched voices are 
a p p a r e n t l y  s e x i e r .  
Researchers suggest it's 

because higher voices 
suggest a smaller body size, 
which our society deems 
more attractive. 

7. Colour red 
A certain study of  color 

stereotypes included two 
photos of  the exact same 
woman. She wore blue in 
one picture and red in the 

other, posing the same way 
in both. According to the 
results, the photo of  the 
woman in red was rated as 
m o r e  a t t r a c t i ve  a n d  
sexually desirable. 

This apparently explains 
why red lingerie is in high 
demand. 

RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
Things men find attractive in women, according to science 
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yphil is  is  another 

Sserious transmitted 
disease that has the 

tendency of  becoming 
d e a d ly  i f  n o t  t r e a t e d 
beforehand.

As far back 1963, WHO 
found Lagos to be the 
highest carrier of  gonorrhea 

ugarcane juice helps 

Screates an alkaline 
environment in the 

body that prevent diseases 
like cancer.

There are some certain 
things we won't get to know 
until we are told: The health 
benefits of  sugarcane juice 
are one of  them. 

Known and enjoyed for 
its sweetness, sugarcane 
juice is one of  those rare 
gifts from Nature whose 
health benefits cannot be 
overemphasized. 

The juice, which is one of  
a kind, is loaded with 
abundant carbohydrates, 
proteins, and minerals like 
calcium, phosphorus, iron, 
zinc, and potassium. 

It also contains vitamins 
A, B-complex, and C. 

In addition, it is a fact that 
the thirty-six varieties grass 
plant has no fats. It is a 
100% natural drink with 
about 30 grams of  natural 
sugar. 

However,  be fore  we 
proceed to  the  hea l th 
benefits of  sugarcane juice, 
it is important to note here 
that this wonderful plant 
can also be effective in the 
curing of  skin issues like 
acne. 

All that is required of  you 
is to mix some multani mitti 
in the sugarcane juice and 
apply generously, the mask 

on your face and neck. 
Additionally, owing to 

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
antioxidants, flavonoids, 
and phenolic compounds in 
the juice, sugarcane can be 
said to be an active agent of  
soft and glowing skin. 

What are the health 
benefits of  sugarcane juice? 

Here are some of the 
astonishing health benefits 
of sugarcane juice: 

1 .  S u ga r c a n e  j u i c e 
prevents cancer 

The secret to curing most 
diseases is to create an 
environment where it is 
impossible for them to 
thrive. 

S u g a r c a n e  j u i c e  i s 
alkaline in nature, and this 
is because of  the high 
concentration of  calcium, 
magnesium, potassium, 
iron, and manganese. 

Thus, sugarcane juice 
helps creates an alkaline 
environment in the body 
that prevent diseases like 
cancer, because cancer 
cannot survive in such an 
environment. 

In summary, sugarcane 
juice helps in f ighting 
various types of  cancer 
which in breast and prostate 
cancer. 

2. Sugarcane juice helps 
the liver to work better 

It is quite sad that a good 
number of  people do not 

know the usefulness of  the 
liver to the human body. 

Among the numerous 
functions of  the liver, one of  
its major is to detoxify 
chemicals and metabolizes 
drugs. It also secretes bile 
that ends up back in the 
intestines. 

However, once the liver 
starts losing its functional 
ability, the result is usually 
detrimental. 

Sugarcane juice, on the 
other hand, is not only 
regarded as one of  the best 
treatments for liver-related 
sicknesses, it also aids the 
liver to function better. 

This can be done by 
d r i n k i n g  a  g l a s s  o f  
sugarcane juice mixed with 
lime, twice daily. 

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t 
function of  this plant is that 
it maintains the glucose 
levels in your body. And 
being alkaline in nature, 
sugarcane  ju ice  he lps 
m a i n t a i n  e l e c t r o l y t e 
balance, thus preventing the 
l ive r  f rom go ing  in to 
overdrive. 

3 .  S u ga r c a n e  j u i c e 
promotes quick digestion 

As a result of  the high 
level of  stress, processed 
foods, antibiotics,  and 
chemicals  in our food 
supply, our digestive system 
is  g radual ly becoming 
affected on a daily basis. 

among many other reasons, 
is why doctors '  advice 
jaundice patients to fight the 
sickness with sugar cane 
juice. 

5. It  prevents heart 
d i seases  and  reduces 
weight 

The presence of  too 
much cholesterol in the 
blood walls the arteries, 
t h u s  r e s u l t i n g  i n 
atherosclerosis, a form of  
heart disease. 

Atherosclerosis narrows 
the arteries and slows, or 
even block, the flow of  
blood to the heart muscle. 

Sugarcane juice, on the 
other hand, help reduce the 
bad cholesterol levels in the 
b o d y ;  m a k i n g  i t  a 
preventing agent of  heart 
disease. 

And owing to the fact that 
sugarcane juice is high in 
soluble fibre, it also helps in 
weight reduction

Be that as it may, the high 
l eve l  o f  po tass ium in 
sugarcane juice makes it 
very good for the well-being 
of  the digestive system. 

In addition, sugarcane 
juice  helps  to  prevent 
stomach infections and also 
a i d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
constipation. 

4.  I t  helps  to  f ight 
i n f e c t i o n  a n d  b o o s t 
immune system 

Sugarcane juice is loaded 
with antioxidants, and these 
antioxidants help to fight 
infections and boost the 
immune system of  the body. 

Again, we cannot help 
but state that it also protects 
the liver against infections 
and helps in keeping the 
b i l i r u b i n 
l e v e l s  i n 
c o n t r o l 
(Bilirubin is a 
r e d d i s h 
y e l l o w 
p i g m e n t 
made during 
the  normal 
breakdown of  
r e d  b l o o d 
cells. Normal 
l eve l s  va r y 
slightly from 
l a b  t o  l a b ; 
t h e y  r a n ge 
f rom about 
0 . 2  –  1 . 2 
mg/dL). 

T h i s , 

thing of  concern to only city 
dwellers, it suffices to say that 
there is a rapid movement of  
these diseases to rural areas 
as well. 

As a matter of  fact, it can 
be argued that owing to lack 
of  proper orientation with 
r e g a r d s  t o  S T D s ,  t h e 
situation in rural areas is as 
worse as it is in urban areas. 

However, if  we're serious 
as a people in any way 
whatsoever, this issue should 
have been taken seriously 
e n o u g h  t o  a t t r a c t 
government attention to 

initiate necessary control 
measures to prevent those 
consequences that cannot be 
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e s e 
diseases. 

But we also know that to 
depend on government is to 
leave the lives of  both old and 
young Nigerians at risk, 
that's why we're taking it 
upon ourselves to create the 
awareness  o f  the  most 
prevalent STDs in Nigeria. 

Here are six common 
s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d 

diseases in Nigeria; 
1. Chlamydia 
Listed as one of  the most 

common diseases that can be 
t r a n s m i t t e d  s e x u a l l y, 
chlamydia is a bacterial 
infection that is caused by 
Chlamydia trachomatis. 

Early-stage of  this disease 
usually comes with no sign or 
symptoms, therefore, making 
Chlamydia difficult to detect. 

And when they do occur, it 
takes one to three weeks after 
you've been exposed to 
chlamydia. The signs and 
symptoms seem to be always 
mild and passing, making 
them easy to overlook. 

2. Gonorrhea 
Gonorrhea is not only a 

c o m m o n  i n f e c t i o n  i n 
Nigeria; it is also one of  the 
serious STDs that threaten 

our wellbeing. 
Caused by the bacterium 

k n o w n  a s  N e i s s e r i a 
Gonorrhea, gonorrhea is a 
bacterial infection of  the 
genital tract. 

Surprisingly, the bacteria 
can also grow in the mouth, 
throat, eyes, and anus. 

U s u a l l y,  g o n o r r h e a 
symptoms start appearing 
w i t h i n  t e n  d a y s  a f t e r 
exposure. But various studies 
have shown that there are 
r a r e  c a s e s  o f  p e o p l e 
exper iencing s igns  and 
symptoms, months after 
infection. 

3. Syphilis 
Syphilis is another serious 

transmitted disease that has 
the tendency of  becoming 
d e a d l y  i f  n o t  t r e a t e d 
beforehand. 

Caused by the bacterium 
k n o w n  a s  Tr e p o n e m a 
Pallidum, research shows 
that syphilis has increased 
over  t ime.  And th i s  i s 
believed to be happening 
because the starting of  this 
disease goes undetected. 

Syphilis is likely to attack 
the heart, brain and nearly all 
internal organs as time goes 
on. 

4. Trichomoniasis 
Trichomoniasis  is  an 

infection of  the vagina for 
women and the urethra for 
m e n .  I t  i s  c a u s e d  b y 
microscopic parasites called 
Trichomonas vaginalis. It is 
mostly contracted through 
sexual intercourse. 

Additionally, it can be 
spread by bathing suits, 
towels,  and washcloths 
s h a r e d  b y  a n  i n f e c t e d 
individual. 

The parasite is capable of  
living outside the body for 
hours. 

And when trichomoniasis 
causes symptoms, they may 
appear within five to twenty-
eight days of  exposure and 
range from mild irritation to 
severe inflammation. 

5. Herpes 
G e n i t a l  h e r p e s  i s  a 

c o m m o n  s e x u a l l y 
transmitted disease (STD) 
that can be gotten by any 
sexually active person. 

Usually, the herpes virus 
causes sores that appear on 
the vaginal  area,  penis 
and/or the anus. It can, 
sometimes, appear around 
the mouth. 

H e r p e s  c a n  o n l y  b e 
suppressed but it never goes 
away. It can return, and it is 
contagious even when there 
are no visible sores. 

Upon obser va t ion ,  a 
patient can have from four to 
seven flare-ups each year. 

6. HIV 
HIV which is the most 

dreaded of  them all is an 
infection with the human 
immunodeficiency virus that 
interferes with the body's 
ability to fight off  viruses, 
bacteria, and fungi. 

Most times, if  not properly 
managed, it can lead to 
AIDS,  a  ch ron ic,  l i f e -
threatening disease. 

Note: 
It is very important to state 

here that these early signs 
and  symptoms  usua l ly 
disappear within a week to a 
month and are mistaken for 
those  o f  another  v i ra l 
infection. 

in the world. 
Decades after, it has been 

m a d e  k n o w n  t h r o u g h 
available data that the rate at 
which sexually transmitted 
disease spreads in Nigeria is 
alarming. 

Although one would like 
to think that this should be a 

6 common sexually
transmitted diseases
in Nigeria 

Sugarcane: Largely unknown benefits

SugarcaneSugarcaneSugarcane

SyphilisSyphilisSyphilis



Page 17Friday, July 23, 2021

Society

corporate entities or government 
positions, millions of  Nigerian youths 
could have been lifted out of  poverty.  

But as long as the likes of  
troubadours like Rueben keep on 
singing their praises instead of  telling 
them the home truth of  their being 
part of  our present predicament, they 
would rather be buying art paintings 
of  millions of  dollars instead of  
helping the youth.

Would the average youth on the 
street prefer the conservatism of  the 
Reuben people with their Chop 
alone/ chop and clean mouth attitude 
or the money spraying cum 300 
million approaches? I am sure the 
preference would be for the latter. 
Why are some of these our writers 
selectively tone deaf ?

If  he apportions the level of  wrath 
he spewed on the Oba burial on the 
actual causes of  Nigeria's current 
situation, we could begin to see 
positive changes in governance, rather 
as a watchdog of  the elite, he prefers to 
treat them with puppy glove, whilst he 
bullies those he believes are unknown 
or the nouveau riche! Really typical.

Late Senator Kashamu Buruj was 
being sort for extradition on drug 
related charges to the USA! 
Somehow, he managed to be a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  O g u n  s t a t e  
governorship election. His extradition 
status was in the public domain, guess 
who agreed to be his running mate? 
The watchdog of  the elites himself.  
Rueben Abati!

For some of  us, "E come dey clear 
for our eyes" as Fela sang. How could 
a social critic, an evangelist of  good 
governance,  agree to be the running 
mate to Buruj? Some even wondered 
if  it was possible that the angel known 
as Abati could sit in the same room as 
Kashamu?

Alas, the rumour was proved to be a 
fact! This Abati, surely possess an 
Achilles heel like other politicians. So 
did the rumour of  his arrest by the 
EFCC swirl, some of  us refused to 
believe such could be possible. 

But then, it was a fact too Rueben 
Abati was arrested for receiving N50 
Million from Dasuki, which he 
claimed to have used for media work. 
Asked to provide receipt, he was 
unable to, instead claiming brown 
envelopes don't elicit receipts! So 
Abati is a giver and recipient of  brown 
envelopes?

When did such a man then imbue 
himself  with the cloak of  impartial 
justice, when he is equally guilty of  
what he condemns? In organized 
climes, Reuben Abati should have 
quietly eased into the sunset, based on 
his apparent failings, instead he struts 
the stage, hoping to convince his 
handlers of  his importance to their 
cause.

The propriety or otherwise of  Obi 
Cubana's mum's burial should not be 
within the scope of  an Abati critique, 
he is now seen by Nigerians as a 
flawed umpire. His courage and 
impartiality, if  he ever had such 
values, are now non-existent and at 
best suspect, since he went to dine 
with political devils without the 
expected long spoon. He chose to 
attend such dinner without a spoon at 
all, rather preferring to be fed by the 
political devils by hand.

One cannot serve two masters at 
the same time! Since Abati had 
chosen to eat with compromised 
politicians, he is now a flawed social 
activist.

The billions of  dollars, spent by 
Jeff  Bezos in going on a wild goose 
chase into space could have been used 
to wipe out student loans, but he 
chose his passion.
Expect Abati to praise him! 

In all of  Abati's vituperations, he 
avoided mentioning the N300M Obi 
Cubana provided to lift 300 hundred 
Oba youths and by extension 300 Oba 
families out of  poverty. How many of  
those he prefers to praise, have 
e f f e c t e d  t h a t  q u a n t u m  o f  
empowerment in their private 
capacity!

If  all those who attended the 
preferred burial of  Abati had set up 
similar endowments from the funds 
they siphoned from either their 

someone who had been sucking 
from their nipples like Abati who, 
understanding what he gains from 
them could nonchalantly prefer to 
praise them than young men, who 
instead of  running from the 
country mismanaged by the likes of  
those serenaded by Abati, opted to 
stay back, create values from almost 
nothing, provide employment and 
seek their own ways of  rekindling 
hopes in our youths.

The average scion or child of  
those commiserating with Aig is 
out of  Nigeria, but those who came 
to Oba preferred to stay back and 
stick it out with Nigerians. The 
average American graduate is 
weighed down by student loans. 

lyrical and teary with the caliber of  
personalities who visited with Aig 
Imokhuede,  the report from the main 
street shows only anger and contempt 
for  those same people, who  reduced 
Nigeria to a shadow of  itself.

The  ex  CBN gover nors,  ex  
Governors, ministers and even 
presidents who went to commiserate 
with Aig, were the clutch of  leaders who 
managed the affairs of  this nation for 
decades.

If  the national report cards of  their 
combined leadership are; Insecurity, 
joblessness, brain flight comatose 
economy 
Low value Naira

Why should Nigerian Main Street 
respect them? Convince me! It's only 

nfortunately, Nigeria is a 

Uplace where history is never 
consulted or cared about. 

Hence anyone can pontificate ad 
infinitum and expect to be applauded. 
Such is the case of Dr. Rueben Abati. 
Many of  us grew up respecting and 
seeing him as a beacon of  what a true 
Nigerian should be like.

Especially, during his Patitos Gang 
days. He was always espousing 
patriotic platitudes and very good in 
dropping poignant thought capsules, 
deemed essential for optimum 
national growth. But subsequent 
events and situations that involved 
him touted him as the typical white 
sepulcher. 

He came down hard on Obi Cubana 
and the way the young man and his 
friends buried his mother, in the 
process, using appropriate words to 
situate most of  Nigeria's ills on the 
activity at Oba.

He was in such a hurry to crucify 
that young man, he either deliberately 
or ignorantly ascribed an older and 
unrelated video of  scantily dressed 
women cavorting in a lucre filled 
swimming pool as part of  the events at 
Oba! How convenient! 

The fact is, Rueben is and continues 
to be, a paid watchdog of  the old 
order! He revels in their adulation of  
his writing prowess and seeks 
opportunities of  reassuring them of  
his readiness to defend what they 
stand for.

Imagine comparing the burials of  
Adenuga and Aig Imokhuede mums 
with the burial of  Obi Cubana's 
mother? Any well intentioned 
comparison, should factor the 
following facts, the advent and 
capacity of  social media, to multiply 
the noise level of  activities. The ages 
of  the respective mourners. 
The profession or industry of the 
mourners 

However Abati would wish to 
reduce the extravaganza of  Adenuga's 
mum's burial, it was described as the 
MOST LAVISH burial in Nigeria 
then. The time to refute this 
appellation was at the time the claim 
of  Adenuga's extravagant spending 
was made, not now when Abati 
conveniently needs to reduce what 
was said about Adenuga's mum's 
burial in order isolate the Oba burial as 
an obscene outlier.

We challenge him to give us links to 
his condemnation of  the amount of  
money spent on that Madam 
Adenuga burial? Aig Imokhuede is a 
banker,  Obi  Cubana i s  in to  
entertainment,  it's a lot of  stretch to 
expect activities of  practitioners in 
two opposing sectors to be the same. 
Bankers are by their training and 
profession, rather conservative in 
nature. 

A pastor mourning would of  course 
at t ract  pastors  to  come and 
commiserate with him. Expect pastors 
after pastors to use the opportunity 
and preach and compete for both lost 
and fresh new souls. 

Same as a musician attracting 
fellow musicians to his event, expect 
musicians to mount the stage and seek 
to outperform each other. In Obi case, 
he is into showbiz, club management,  
realty,  those are the people we saw at 
Oba. Should we then expect a 
musician at an event to behave like a 
pastor or banker?

Whilst Rueben Abati was waxing 

By Izu Osuigwe

Reuben Abati wrong on Cubana's 
mother's burial 

Bouncers struggling to pick money at Obi Cubana's mother's burial

‘

‘

‘

‘

“In all of  Abati's vituperations, he avoided mentioning the N300M Obi Cubana 
provided to lift 300 hundred Oba youths and by extension 300 Oba families out of  
poverty. How many of  those he prefers to praise, have effected that quantum of  
empowerment in their private capacity! If  all those who attended the preferred burial 
of  Abati had set up similar endowments from the funds they siphoned from either their 
corporate entities or government positions, millions of  Nigerian youths could have 
been lifted out of  poverty. But as long as the likes of  troubadours like Rueben keep on 
singing their praises instead of  telling them the home truth of  their being part of  our 
present predicament, they would rather be buying art paintings of  millions of  dollars 
instead of  helping the youth. Would the average youth on the street prefer the 
conservatism of  the Reuben people with their Chop alone/ chop and clean mouth 
attitude or the money spraying cum 300 million approaches? I am sure the preference 
would be for the latter.'' 
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n a book entitled citizens Iparticipation by Robert Alan 
Dahl, an American political 

theorist and sterling professor of  
political science at Yale University, 
has opined, “Politics is who gets 
what, when, why and how.” Also, 
David Easton, an American 
political scientist who dwelt on 
system analysis has equally 
reasoned that in its true meaning, 
“politics is the aggregation of  
powers by the citizen and for the 
citizens.” 

The fact remains and strongly 
remains that why people think and 
believe that politics is a dirty game 
is because of  the type of  policing 
we practice in Nigeria. The correct 
thing is not that politics is dirty 
rather, people play politics dirty. In 
fact, in the United States and other 
western democracies, nobody can 
say that politics is dirty because 
they play it with established 
norms. 

It is just like saying, that guns kill 
people, no. Guns don't kill people 
rather people use guns to kill-
simple Logic. The phrase, 
“Politics is Dirty” often peddled in 
Nigeria. I have travelled far and 
wide and I have read extensively, I 
have not seen anywhere where the 
phrase,”Politics is dirty” is used. It 
is only used in Nigeria by those 
Nigerians who play politics dirty 
and crude.

Though a good number of  them 
were reported to be absent from 
the chambers, those behaviours 
were unacceptable to the people.

They knew that the electoral 
amendment bill was critical and 
c r uc ia l  to  the  g rowth  o f  
democracy in this country, yet, 
they excluded themselves. How 
honourable is that behaviour? 
Because it has been said that, “If  
you are not with me, you are 
against me.”

It has been said times without 
number that those members on the 
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side of  APC from the south who 
voted “NO” did that because they 
were just satisfying the directives 
of  their pay masters, and that is not 
how to be honourable. 

Since they passed that bill on the 
floor of  the red chambers and the 
green chambers, the entire nation 
and beyond have continued to 
condemn the actions of  the 
Senators and members of  the 
House of  Representatives for 
failing the expectations of  the 
Nigerian people. It has been the 
expectations of  Nigerians that the 
Senators and members of  the 
House of  Representatives will use 
the opportunity to give Nigerians 
the best electoral law which will 
make it possible to have a free, fair 
and credible election in this 
country. However, members of  the 
two chambers murdered this 
opportunity. They should have 
known that to subject legislative 
process to the whims and caprices 
o f  Nat iona l  Broadcas t ing  
Commission is both absurd, 
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  
inoperational.

I  recal l  with gravitat ing 
discomfort that in 2019 many 
Nigerians were disappointed that 
the President did not sign that 
electoral bill because, according to 
him, the time was late for it to be 
used for the 2019 election. 

One would have expected that 
the current 9th National Assembly 
to represent that bill for the 
president's accent but this did not 
happen. Why? Rather the 9th 
Assembly went on escaped of  
fruitless committee meetings. The 
result of  which produces nothing 
but nothing. We must recall with 
nostalgia that the leadership of  the 
8th Assembly of  Bukola Saraki 
and Aminu Tambuwal was 
eventful. 

At the beginning of  the 9th 
National Assembly., we could still 
remember how the current 
president of  the Senate Lawan and 
the Speaker, Femi Gbajabiamila 
put in efforts including prostrating 
before the President to secure his 
support for them till March. So 
many of  us who have the love of  
this country at heart knew that 

they had something up their 
s l e e ve s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
frustration. 

The duo of  Ahmed Lawan and 
Femi Gbajabiamila have since 
their ascendency has not been a 
rosy one for  Niger ia  and 
Nigerians. Unfortunately, many 
misunderstand the position of  the 
National Assembly which many 
often see as an open confrontation. 
No, it is not. Members of  the 
National Assembly (Senate and 
House of  Representatives) were 
elected to protect democratic 
n o r m s  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
government. 

In a way, they were elected to 
ensure that the presidency does not 
embark on unconstitutional 
measures and according to Walter 
Bagehot, a constitutional writer, 
"To provide good advice is to help 
the monarch pilot the affairs of  the 
peoples of  England.”

What we are seeing is the 
opposite, when the president and 
the legislature are always on the 
same page on almost every issue. 
For example, we have seen where 

bandits in the 
n o r t h  h a v e  

become almost "Lords 
of  the manors." Kidnappings, 
armed robbery and other forms 
of  banditry have supplanted 
national peace and tranquility. 
Nobody but nobody can point 
out  where  on numerous  
occasions the parliament has 
disagreed on every national 
issue including the affront of  
B u h a r i ' s  p o l i c y  o f  
northernisaton in Nigeria. 

The most ridiculous national 
disgrace is that in a country of  
s o m e  m a j o r  t r i b a l  
configurations, almost all the 
service chiefs are from one 
section of  the country. Who has 
seen where the president has 
unmistakably issued stern 
warnings and strong statements 
condemning the incessant 
kidnapping of  students and 
school pupils in the north? Or 
has the National Assembly 
leadership come out boldly to 
condemn but rather to placate 
all manner of  criminalities 
going on in the country? Look at 
what is happening in Kaduna, 
how a systematic elimination of  
peoples of  the Christian faith 
have been orderly murdered and 
or kidnapped.

The result of  not accepting the 
transmission of  election results 
electronically by APC is a 
prelude to what the APC as a 
political party will do in 2023. It 
is the minutest for majority of  
legislators and senators to 
legislate that INEC with its 
enormous powers should seek 
the permission of  a government 
agency whether it should 
t ransmit  e lect ion resul ts  
electronically. Who has seen this 
in any part of  the world? I am 
sure that if  such is tested in the 
court, chances are that it will be 
struck down and regarded as 
unconst i tut ional .  INEC's  
powers are well defined in the 
constitution of  our country.

However and until that 
happens, the behaviors of  some 
members of  the National 
Assembly will continue to be a 
matter of  National calamity and 
d i sg race.  Perhaps,  some 
thinking minds in APC may 
collectively advise the president 
not to ascent to that bill as a 
mechan i sm to  g ive  h im 
popularity. 

We can still recall that the 
President has on several 
occasions promised to leave a 
good legacy after his tenure. The 
beginning point must be to reject 
that amended electoral bill 
which has no place anywhere in 
recent world. We watch and 
pray that good reason must 
prevail. Of  course, the reason for 
all these is indeed lack of  
political culture.

Tortoise 

Friday, July 23, 2021

In search of a stable political culture: How honourable 
are members of National Assembly? 

‘

‘“However and until that happens, the behaviours of  some 
members of  the National Assembly will continue to be a matter of  
National calamity and disgrace. Perhaps, some thinking minds in 
APC may collectively advise the president not to ascent to that bill 
as a mechanism to give him popularity. We can still recall that the 
President has on several occasions promised to leave a good legacy 
after his tenure. The beginning point must be to reject that 
amended electoral bill which has no place anywhere in recent 
world. We watch and pray that good reason must prevail. Of  
course, the reason for all these is indeed lack of  political culture.”

‘

‘

Lawan Gbajabiamila
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transfer after the expiry of  
his three-year contract at 
Chievo in June, this year.

He scored five goals in 
31 Serie B games for 
Chievo last season.

“The US Salernitana 
1919 announces that it has 
reached an agreement 
w i t h  t h e  ' 9 1  c l a s s 
midfielder Joel Obi,” 

ndy Murray faces a 

Atough start to the 
d e f e nc e  o f  h i s 

Olympic tennis title after 
being drawn against ninth 
s e e d  F e l i x  A u g e r -
Aliassime.

Murray is the only tennis 
player to win back-to-back 
singles gold medals having 
triumphed in London and 
Rio  but  h i s  hopes  o f  
making it three in a row 
h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r e l y 
hampered by physical 
struggles.

He won consecutive 

matches at a grand slam for 
the first time in four years at 
Wimbledon before being 
comprehensively beaten by 
A u g e r - A l i a s s i m e ' s 
Canadian counter par t 
Denis Shapovalov and then 
g i v i n g  a  d o w n b e a t 
assessment of  his career 
prospects.

Twenty-year-old Auger-
Aliassime, meanwhile, 
headed to Tokyo on a high 
after a strong grass court 
season that culminated in a 
first grand slam quarter-
final appearance at SW19, 

while he easily defeated 
Murray at the US Open last 
year.

Debutant Liam Broady, 
a very late entrant to the 
f i e l d  a f t e r  nu m e r o u s 
withdrawals, will take on 
Argent ina 's  Francisco 
Cerundolo while Heather 
Watson opens against 
Anna-Lena Friedsam of  
Germany.

Dan Evans and Johanna 
Konta, who would have 
represented Britain's best 
hopes of  singles medals, 
w e r e  b o t h  f o r c e d  t o 

w i t h d r a w  a h e a d  o f  
travelling after testing 
positive for coronavirus.

Plenty of  star names 
have remained at home, 
including Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Serena 
Williams, but Wimbledon 
c h a m p i o n s  N o v a k 
Djokovic and Ashleigh 
Barty are both in Japan 
along with Naomi Osaka, 
who will play her first 
match since withdrawing 
from the French Open. 
Tennis event of  the Games 
begins on Saturday.

Salernitana's statement 
read on Wednesday.

“The player has signed 
an annual contract with 
the grenade club with 
automatic renewal upon 
the occurrence of  certain 
sporting conditions.”

Obi had also played for 
Inter Milan, Parma and 
Torino in the past.

Reacting, Obi wrote 
on Instagram, “I would 
like to find the right words 
to describe what these two 
and a half  seasons spent at 
Chievo have represented 
for me, all the emotions, 
the moments in which we 
cried, rejoiced, suffered 
a n d  f o u g h t ,  a l w a y s 
together, as a true team.”

N
igeria midfielder, 
Jo e l  O b i  h a s 
f ina l ly  jo ined 

newly-promoted Serie A 
club, Salernitana.

Obi signed a one-year 
contract with Salernitana 
with the option of  an 
extension on Wednesday.

The 30-year-old joined 
Salernitana on a free 

A
ston Villa are 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
s i g n i n g  t h e 

h i g h ly - r a t e d  B aye r 
Leverkusen winger Leon 
Bailey.

Vi l la  want  to  s ign 
another attacking player 
despite bringing in Emi 
Buendia from Norwich, 
and have seen several bids 
rejected for Arsenal's 
Emile Smith-Rowe.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
Jamaica international, 
who has two years left 
on his contract, has 

been tracked by every 
top club in England 
over the last few 
seasons.

The Kingston-
bor n  forward , 
who is a friend of  
City's Raheem 
Sterling, now has 
one year less on 

his  contract  in 
Germany, which 

expires in 2023.
Bailey was 
previously 

e l i g ib l e 

to play for England due to 
two of  his grandparents 
holding British passports, 

e p o r t s Rf r o m 
T u r k e y 

h a v e  n o w 
revealed the club 
who have agreed 

personal terms with Super 
Eagles captain Ahmed Musa.

According to Skorer, the 
f o r m e r 
L e i c e s t e r 
City forward 
has agreed to 
j o i n  F a t i h 
Karagumruk.

The  c lub 
are also based 
in  bus t l ing 
Istanbul, but 
have yet to 

win any major trophy. The 
report further said he will 
arrive Turkey in the coming 
days to complete the transfer.

He will sign as a free agent 
after playing for the past six 
months with NPFL side Kano 
Pillars, where he provided an 
assist in nine appearances. 
Ahmed Musa was previously 
linked with bigger Turkish 
clubs like Galatasaray.

and was being monitored 
by Gareth Southgate 
before opting to represent 
his native Jamaica.

Bailey has scored 39 

goals and set up another 
26 in more than 150 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
Leverkusen since signing 
from Genk in 2017.

ObiObiObi

Nigerian midfielder, Obi joins new club

Aston Villa intensify move for Leverkusen
ace, Leon Bailey

Murray faces difficult start to
defence of Olympic title

Musa set to join Turkish club

BaileyBaileyBailey

MusaMusaMusa

MurrayMurrayMurray
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ALeague defender has 
s c o r e d  t w o 

deliberate own goals to stop a 
'match-fixing plot'.

Hashmin Musah, Inter 

outh Africa went down 

S1-0 to Japan in their 
Olympic football opener 

on Thursday, after their squad 
was forced to isolate in the 
lead-up to the game. 

A video analyst and two 
players — James Monyane 
and Kamohelo Mahlatsi — 
tested positive for coronavirus 
on Sunday, with 21 members 
of  the team contingent named 

as close contacts the following 
day. 

Strict anti-virus protocol 
meant they had to stay in their 
rooms and eat meals alone, 
and the team missed two 

training sessions until they 
were allowed to resume. 

Athletes designated as 
close contacts at the Tokyo 
Olympics must test negative 
six hours before their event to 
be allowed to compete. 

There were fears the match 
in Tokyo would not be able to 
go ahead if  South Africa could 
not register the required 
minimum 13 players. 

But  they cleared that 
hurdle with six substitutes 

named on their bench, and 
almost claimed an unlikely 
point against Japan with a 
battling performance.

Real  Madr id  forward 
Takefusa Kubo ended their 
resistance in the 71st minute, 
however, cutting into the box 
before lashing home a left-foot 
shot. 

Japan had the better of  the 
first half  but failed to convert 
their chances, with Kubo and 
Koji Miyoshi both wasting 

good opportunities. 
Daichi Hayashi put the ball 

in  the  ne t  on ly  fo r  the 
linesman to flag for offside, 
before Kubo ended the first 
half  with a free-kick that 
whistled narrowly past the 
post. 

Hayash i  had  another 
golden chance in the second 
hal f ,  but  South Afr ican 
goalkeeper Ronwen Williams 
pulled off  an excellent save 
from close range. 

rance's bid for men's FOlympic football glory 
got off  to a nightmare 

start with a 4-1 defeat by 
Mexico on Thursday, while a 
strong Spain side stuttered to a 
goalless stalemate with Egypt. 

Sylvain Ripoll's France are 
looking for a first Olympic 
medal since winning gold in 
1984, but collapsed in the 
second half  at the Tokyo 
Stadium. 

Mexico took the lead less 
than two minutes after the 
break at the Tokyo Stadium 
through Alexis Vega, before 
Sebastian Cordova doubled 
the advantage in the 55th 
minute. 

The 35-year-old captain 
Andre-Pierre Gignac, whose 

last game for the French 
senior team was the Euro 2016 
final loss to Portugal, pulled 
one back from the penalty spot 
with 21 minutes remaining. 

But any thoughts of  a 
comeback were quashed as 
Uriel Antuna and Eduardo 
Aguirre netted late on for 2012 
champions Mexico. 

France now face a tough 
task to get out of  Group A 
with a top-two finish, ahead of  
games against Covid-hit 
South Africa on Sunday and 
hosts Japan on July 28.

Spain also struggled in 
Sapporo, as a team featuring 
six players who reached the 
E u r o  2 0 2 0  s e m i - f i n a l s 
dominated possession but 
created few chances against 

Egypt. 
The closest they came to a 

goal was when Real Madrid 
midfielder Dani Ceballos, 
who recent ly  spent  two 
seasons on loan at Arsenal, 
crashed a first-half  shot 
against the post. 

Spain, winners on home 
soil in 1992, next take on 
Australia in three days' time 
before their final Group C 
match with Argentina. 

New Zealand made a 
successful start in Group B as 
Burnley striker Chris Wood, 
one of  the three over-age 
players in the squad, secured a 
1-0 victory over South Korea 
in Kashima with his 72nd-
minute winner. 

12 minutes after coming on 
as a substitute to make it 7-0.

The pace, power and 
accuracy these strikes are hit 
with shows it wasn't an 

accident.
Musah didn't hide at the 

end of  the game and spoke to 
reporters about his decision.

“After  the game,  my 
technical team commended 
me for spoiling the bet they 
had staked,” Musah told 
Kumasi FM per Goal.

“I promised my coach that 
if  he allows me to play from 
the bench, I will spoil the bet. 
And after the game, my team 
congratulated me.

“I heard it in our hotel that 
a bet had been made for a 
correct scoreline of  5-1 

remier League side PEverton made their 
third signing of  the 

summer with the arrival of  
Demarai Gray from Bayer 
L e v e r k u s e n ,  t h e  c l u b 
announced on Thursday.

The 25-year-old former 
Leicester winger has signed a 
three-year deal with the 
option of  a fourth and joins 
for an undisclosed fee after 
j u s t  s i x  m o n t h s  i n  t h e 
Bundesliga.

He follows fellow wide 
man Andros Townsend and 
goalkeeper Asmir Begovic to 
the blue half  of  Merseyside 
with new manager Rafael 
Benitez and director  of  
football Marcel Brands re-
shaping the squad for the 
season ahead.

“The manager, with his 
ambition and what he has 
won in the past, is important 
and we'll look to push forward 
and compete with the top 
clubs,” Gray told the club's 
official website

“I think a club of  this 
m a g n i t u d e  h a s  a l l  t h e 
potential to be right up there.

“Everton are a very big 

club and the main objective is 
to be pushing and competing 
back up there in the table.”

Gray, who has been capped 
by England up to Under-21 
level, began his career with his 
hometown club Birmingham 
City before joining Leicester 
in January 2016, becoming a 
Premier League winner at the 
age of  19.

against my club Inter Allies.
“I decided to spoil that bet 

because I don't condone 
betting.”

The 24-year -o ld  was 

substituted following his 
a n t i c s  a n d  i t  e n d e d  a 
miserable season for Allies, 
who were  re legated  as 
bottom side.

Allies central defender put the 
ball in his own net twice on 
purpose at the weekend.

Musah's team were 5-0 
down to Ashanti Gold when 
the defender scored in the final 
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Defender scores two deliberate own
goals to stop match-fixing plot

Tokyo 2020: Mexico beat France,
Egypt hold Spain in men's football

…As Japan beat South Africa 

Everton completes Demarai Gray
signing from Leverkusen

Gray signing his Everton contract yesterdayGray signing his Everton contract yesterdayGray signing his Everton contract yesterday

Mexico beat France at the Tokyo 2020 OlympicsMexico beat France at the Tokyo 2020 OlympicsMexico beat France at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
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