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he issues of insecurity Thave so overwhelmed the 
nation that many people 

are now asking the question as 
to how we got to this point. If 
we take a closer look we will all 
be convinced that we created the 
situation ourselves especially 
from the angle of leadership. It 
is something that cumulated 
gradually to this tipping point.   

The insecurity challenges 
could have been averted if the 
political leaders have kept faith 
to their promises of  good 
governance. What we are 
experiencing each time is a 
negation of whatever that is 
right in good governance. 

The irony of the situation is 
that even when our leaders are 
aware of the challenges and the 
solutions to apply they bluntly 
refuse to take positive actions 
preferring to unleash their 
personal agenda on the people. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  s a d  r e a l i t y  
confronting all. Shockingly, we 
prefer to seek solutions in the 
wrong directions thereby 
compounding our issues.

Nigerians inhabiting in other 
climes are holding  sensitive 
government positions are 
helping those advanced societies 
grow in their development. But 
here Nigerian professionals and 
experts here who has the 
capacity to redeem the situation 
for the nation are derided and 
fenced off from accessing power 
through corrupt practices

The failure of government to 
provide jobs for the teeming 
graduates and other youths is 
the reason behind crimes and 
o t h e r  v i c e s .  P e r v a s i v e  
corruption, lack of planning, 
mismanagement of resources, 
m e d i o c r i t y,  e t h n i c i s m -
deliberate dominance of one 
group, among others are the 
root cause of the crises we are 

facing today. 
U n e m p l o y m e n t  b r e e d s  

f r ustrat ion  ar is ing  f rom 
inability to meet needs, while 
the political class lives in 
opulence. Each government will 
appear with good policies but 
end up paying lip services. Oil 
wealth cannot be traced to 
meaningful  development.  
Under the regional structure, 
the economy was industrialized 
and areas like the Eastern 
region became one of the fastest 
economies  of  the  world  
according to Harvard report.

News Echo wishes to alert that 
the insecurity challenges in the 
country cannot be addressed 
except we begin to handle the 
governance issues bedeviling us. 
There cannot be peace in the 
face of injustice because of the 
consequent reactions that will 
follow.   

 It is not late to turn around the 
situation, and never too late for 
a new beginning. Huge sums 
have been wasted tackling the 
insecurity challenge which 
could have been utilized to avoid 
it. Nigeria is lacking human and 
material resources. It therefore 
amounts to waste indulging in 
expenditure that are clearly 
avoidable.     

We must not fail to condemn 
the actions of politicians of who 
have been at the driving seat of 
governance. It is alleged that 
they are the reason for the 
underdevelopment and should 
strive to reverse themselves on 
this. The earth life is not created 
for material indulgences alone 
b e c a u s e  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  
acquisitive tendencies only 
creates deprivation and robbing 
others what we own jointly.

Nigeria can only advance if we 
the leaders can sincerely address 
the governance issues and the 
time to do so is now.

Friday, July 2, 2021

Addressing governance issues 
will stabilize Nigeria
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Obiano

Soludo

a j o r  G e n e r a l  MMuhammadu Buhari 
(retd.)'s Presidency is 

sinking deeper into crisis daily. He 
appears not to be effectively 
governing but now only about 
control and power. The President 
and his advisers seem to have only 
one goal, making things difficult 
for the people to act and live freely 
in this democratic era. His 
principal goal is acquiring more 
power and maintaining it. It is all 
about pursuing ideological and 
political goals, whatever that 
means; it is now just about holding 
on to power. 

He appears to be spending more 
time with those who think like 
him, thereby inflaming the nation 
more and more. Buhari and his 
circle appear to have abounded 
expert advice, so they are no 
longer showing interest in all-
round policies, thus no need 
arguing policies with him. And 
even if  he is pursuing any policy, it 
is all driven by crisis behaviour on 
his part. 

Buhari is in crisis in all 
directions, he is now seen as a man 
who is all about ethnic rhetoric 
and religious mission. Even if  he 
i s  s e e k ing  so m e  type  o f  
understanding because no non-
Fulani ethnic groups believe him 
any longer, he is further pushed 
into crisis, which makes it more 
difficult for him to operate and 
govern the nation positively. Due 
to his heated approach to 
governance, it is now between him 
as a Fulani national leader versus 
all the rest, Hausa-Igbo-Yoruba-
Ijaw-Itsekiri-Urhobo-Tiv and all 
others. 

Buhari stubbornly continues to 
deny the sense of  unfairness, 
inequity and injustice which 
prevail in the manner he is 
handling political appointments 
into vital and sensitive areas such 
as the military and police and 
other top positions thereby further 
drawing himself  into crisis. The 
issues of  women, people with 
disabilities and youths appear not 
to be part of  his top agenda, 
further incurring the curses from 
this group, thereby worsening his 
crisis. Nigerians are afraid to walk 
at night; many students can no 
longer go to school out of  fear. 
Panic is spreading everywhere as 
police admittedly are now 
shooting indiscriminately and 
killing citizens just because of  
their reactive approach to killings 
by unknown persons. Nigeria has 
become ethnically infected. 

Because Buhari is in crisis, he no 
longer knows how to make 
Nigeria safe, so the crisis 

continues. He is now viewed 
rightly or wrongly as in league 
with political thugs who are all 
about anti-civil liberties. Under 
the atmosphere of  mounting 
crisis, Buhari is in an ideological 
war with almost all religious and 
regional leaderships like CAN, 
Afenifere, Middle Belt Forum, 
and Pan-Niger Delta Forum, 
further deepening his crisis. 

As a majority of  people around 
the country speak against open 
grazing due to its damage to 
private citizens' resources and 
privacy, Buhari is fighting to 
continue the archaic system 
thereby raising more crises for him 
and the country invariably. 

 Buhari is now turning to 
dictatorship nations like Russia 
and China for all kind of  support, 

as democratic economies like the 
United States, Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, the European Union, 
Ireland, Norway France, and 
Britain are questioning Buhari's 
intimidation and silencing of  the 
people. Now, the community 
court of  justice, under the 
Economic Community of  West 
African States is on Buhari for 
threatening to harass, intimidate, 

arrest or prosecute Nigerians 
over freedom of  expression. On 
the issue of  restructuring or true 
federalism, after he noted that 
these are matters for the 
National Assembly to resolve, 
he is now foreclosing on the call 
for restructuring and saying that 
the 1999 Constitution does not 
recognise such agitation which 
includes call for national 
r e f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s e l f -
determination.  By way of  this 
shifting thinking, Buhari 
deepens his crisis by relying on a 
1999 Constitution that is highly 
deformed as it was enacted by 
military decree. And lack the 
people's input. 

While nearly the entire nation 
is on the side of  restructuring 
through local policing, and 
allowing states to have control 
of  their resources as well as the 
decentralisation of  federal 
p owe r s,  B u h a r i  i s  n ow  
highlighting the powers of  the 
police and military to keep the 
people together. 

The social media, a product 
o f  A m e r i c a n - E u r o p e a n  
technology, has to some extent 
affected our moral African 
traditions with disinformation 
but for Buhari to bar the people 
from any informative aspects of  
the social media due to his 
emotions makes him dig deeper 
into crisis. Buhari is now forcing 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  
telecommunications operators 
to shut down links to Twitter, 
threatening to withdraw media 
houses' licence if  they do not 
comply with his ban of  social 
media. 

 Buhari is now seen by many 
as enabling an environment 
with markers of  poverty, 
tyranny, evil, ethnic cleansing, 
genocide and mass murder of  
the people especially in the 
South-East. Buhari's crisis 
continues to mount and that is 
not good for his personal health 
and the nation's wellbeing. 

 History tells us that King 
George 111 of  Great Britain, 
w h o  p r e s i d e d  ove r  t h e  
American Revolution but lost 
the colonies to freedom, and 
became mad, was once deposed 
f o r  “ d i s o b e y i n g  G o d ” .  
Benjamin Franklin one of  the 
Founding Fathers of  America, 
once said, “rebellion to tyrants 
is obedience to God.” As a crisis 
battered President, Buhari must 
open his mind more for diverse 
interests to come inside if  he is 
to save himself  and the nation 
from a complete fall. 

By John Egbeazien Oshodi 

Buhari

Our crisis President is wrestling 
with self

‘

‘

‘

‘“Buhari stubbornly continues to deny the sense of unfairness, 
inequity and injustice which prevail in the manner he is handling 
political appointments into vital and sensitive areas such as the 
military and police and other top positions thereby further drawing 
himself into crisis. The issues of women, people with disabilities 
and youths appear not to be part of his top agenda, further 
incurring the curses from this group, thereby worsening his crisis. 
Nigerians are afraid to walk at night; many students can no longer 
go to school out of fear. Panic is spreading everywhere as police 
admittedly are now shooting indiscriminately and killing citizens 
just because of their reactive approach to killings by unknown 
persons. Nigeria has become ethnically infected.” 

Opinion
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ecently Nigerians and the entire world woke up to the shocking news of the alleged murder of Super TV CEO, Mr RUsifo Ataga, by his 'sugar baby' or better put, mistress or side chick, Miss Chidimma Ojukwu, a Mass 
Communication student of the University of Lagos (UNILAG).

Apart from the arrest of Nnamdi Kanu, Chidimma Ojukwu's story is the current most trending, both in the social and 
conventional media outlets.
Though Chidimma herself has confessed to have carried out the dastardly act, in the eyes of the law, she is still innocent, 
until proven otherwise by a competent court of law. 
Even as she insisted she killed the man in a spontaneous act of self defense (if you may want to preempt her and her 
lawyers), some analyst have insisted that there is more to the incident than Chidimma's confession so far.
Moreover, some reports have claimed she might have been manipulated to commit the crime, linking Mr Ojukwu's wife, 
Mr Ojukwu's brother in-law, Chidimma's uncle and a lot of other alleged accomplices to the action.
However, News Echo for now limited its curiosity to Chidimma Adaora Ojukwu (the alleged murderer) and deceased 
Super TV host, Mr Usifo Ataga (the murdered), asking our esteemed readers who they blame largely for the incident.

Below are excerpts of their responses;

Mr. Tochukwu Ogbuagu, from 
Abia State:

Well if  what we've been reading is 
true, then both share in the blame, but 
you know when one is dead, the living 
has a lot of  cross to carry. 

Firstly, I blame both of  them. The 
young girl for dating a man old enough 
to be her father, and as well for 
collecting his ATM and making 
withdrawals after the man's murder.

I'm a man, but with all due respect 
to the deceased, I think he takes the 
major blame. For him at his age to date 
such a small girl in the name  of  sugar 
daddy is wrong.

Even if  your wife and kids are 
making home uncomfortable for you, 
infidelity has never solved any 
problem for couples. I wish he's alive 
to tell his own story.

This story as far as I'm concerned 
should not pass us by, without pointing 
out many lessons to our youths and upcoming parents.

Ms. Precious Agim, a student from 
Okigwe Imo State.

As for me, I can't blame either of  Ataga or 
Chidinma.  We must  do away wi th 
pretentious attitude in this country. Yes, 
everyone is condemning them now, but 
many of  us do the same, just that our own 
sins haven't found us out. 

My own opinion on this matter is that 
what God has joined together, let no man put 
asunder. I'm a young girl, but we must be 
very careful. This issue of  sleeping with 
married men who are husbands of  our fellow 
women must stop.

Evil is evil. We can't pretend that evil is a 
lifestyle or tag it business or fun. It's not. Our 
fathers too who are married must learn to 
behave themselves. They should stop 
tempting young girls with money they can't 
resist. 

There's too much poverty in the land and 
most of  them take advantage of  vulnerable girls who are obviously in need and turn 
them to irredeemable monsters. We must respect the sacrosanctity of  marriage, so we 
don't run into embarrassing troubles that may lead to this kind of  shameful end. 

Let all married women too learn to keep their husbands, because everyone is guilty 
here if  well investigated. They should just give both Chidinma and Ataga's family fair 
hearing.

Chidera Eze,  Buisness woman, residing 
in Nsukka:
It's very unfortunate about the death of  Mr 
Ataga. This has exposed many things and 
as well taught lessons to some men who go 
extra mile just to sleep with a lady. To me, 
the blame is on the man who had been 
cheating on his wife. Though alot of  truth is 
beginning to unfold surrounding his death, 
chidimma Ojukwu, on her part has not 
confessed. She should be guarded properly 
for her emotions to unfold what really 
transpired.

Ogochukwu Anioke, from Enugu, a journalist. The 
state correspondent of The Nation Newspaper in 
Ebonyi State:

The Police is still investigating the matter, so I won't like 
to say much. But surfice it to say that drugs and alcohol are 
dangerous. It can take one to places he or she wouldn't 
ordinarily get to. 

The girl was too young to get involved in such a life and 
the man should have been involved with someone more 
matured in age. We may never know what fully happened 
to apportion blames. We can only pray that the departed 
find a peaceful rest.

Mr. Ugwu Sunday Aspire, 
from Nsukka, Enugu State:

From information we're all 
seeing, it seems as if  Chidinma 
may have been living a bad life 
which might be from her 
b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s  w h o 
separated from their marriage 
and left her at tender age for just 
her father alone. That kind of  
life always leads children astray.

That case is complicated. It's 
as if  Chidinma didn't plan that 
crime alone and again she has 
had in mind of  killing Mr. Ataga 
should anything stupid come up 
from him. It's difficult to blame 
anybody, but there are lessons 
here for us all.

Lesson to everyone out there: If  you're a married man, focus on your wife and 
your family. Make sure you marry a woman who can quench your urge the way you 
would like it.

On the side of  ladies, they should stop following married men around because 
what you do to others must definitely be done unto you.

Chidimma may have allegedly committed that crime, but she shouldn't be given 
death sentence or life imprisonment. However, the law knows what to do anyways.

By Uzoma Ogoke, with contributions from; Nonye Udumiri, Uchenna Ezeadigwe, David Uka & Chuma Austin

Friday, June 11, 2021

The Chidimma debacle: Between Chidimma Adaora Ojukwu, (alleged
murderer) and Michael Usifo Ataga, (Super T.V. CEO who died in the
course of alleged infidelity), who should bear the blame?

Continues on Pg. 8
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
a s t  w e e k  N i g e r i a n Lcelebrities posted beautiful 
pictures on Instagram.

Here are our top 5 picks of  the 
b e s t  c e l e b r i t y  p i c t u r e s  o n 
Instagram last week. 

Dorathy Bachor 
Dora of  Big Brother Naija 

Season 6 deserves two spots on 
this countdown. She wore a 
beautiful blue skirt suit by Lady 
Biba for the big brother reunion. 

She also wore a black bustier 
and mini skirt by House of  
Jermaine for the premiere of  the 
Devil Wears Agbada. She was one 
of  the best dressed on that red 
carpet because every other guest 
was extremely underwhelming or 
didn't follow the theme. 

Tonto Dike 
Bib i  Chr i s tophe r  d id  an 

excellent job with the green and 
nude outfit worn by Tonto Dike. 

Prince Nelson Enwerem 
The picture of  Prince in a suit 

by Kimono Kollection is definitely 
dapper, especially because it was 
paired with chunky sneakers. 
Interestingly, the Big Brother 
Naija camera did not do justice to 
the outfit. 

Tolu Bally 
Fashion designer, Tolu stole the 

show in a custom made black 
gown made by 2207 by Tbally. 

Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

t's a horrible feeling when Iyou recognize that things 
aren' t  working in your 

marriage. A failing marriage is 
t h e  w o r s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
ca ta s t rophe  tha t  you  can 
imagine. It leaves a trail of  pain, 
anguish, and disenchantment.

You may want to be together 
but feel that there is too much 
broken or wrong with your 
re la t ionship  to  make that 
happen.

It's not an easy thing to admit 
that things aren't going well, but 
the good news is that you can 
help to get things back on track.

You can work through the 
biggest challenges if  you align 
and address the issues that are 
bringing you both down.

This will involve both of  you 
and a willingness to admit when 
your marriage is broken, what 
went wrong and made you and 
your spouse bring you to the 
verge of  a broken marriage and 
then find ways to repair the 
broken marriage.

On the other hand, some 
couples may take the route of  
giving up rather than saving a 
marriage, but that doesn't need to 
be your reality.

At the very least, it's well 
worth trying out these steps to 
see how they work for you. 
Ultimately this may help you to 
recover a failing marriage.

If  you are wondering about 
how to fix a broken relationship 
or marriage, you need to take a 
step back, reflect, and consider 
what is truly wrong and then try 

Really make it a point to listen 
to one another again and it may 
very well be what helps you to 
uncover what was once great 
about your marriage.

Wondering how to make a 
marriage work? Just listen to 
your partner, try to understand 
what they need.

L i s t e n i n g  i s  p owe r f u l ! 
Listening carefully will definitely 
help you save your marriage.

Start to listen to each other 
again 

3. Reflect on what has made 
your marriage feel broken

Why do marriages fai l? 
Where did things go wrong? 
What happened that got you to 
the point of  a broken marriage? 
Have you grown apart? Did one 
of  you cheat? Or did life just get 
in the way?

Identifying the causes of  a 
broken marriage is important in 
order to fix one.

These  are some of  the 
reasons marriages fall apart: 

Communication gap
Lack of  communication can 

be extremely damaging to a 
relationship.

 When couples stop sharing 
things with each other and 
expressing themselves, they 
w e a k e n  t h e i r  c h o r d  o f  
c o n n e c t i o n .  W h e n  t h e i r 
connection becomes fragile, their 
re lat ionship also loses  i ts 
strength.

This is one of  the signs of  a 
f a i l i ng  mar r i age.  I f  your 
marriage is on the verge of  falling 

out these ways on how to 
rekindle a marriage.

1. Identify what made you 
fall in love

It's heartbreaking when you 
think about how madly you were 
in love with your partner and 
how damaged your relationship 
has gotten.

If  you are thinking about how 
to repair a broken marriage or 
h o w  t o  m e n d  a  b r o k e n 
relationship get back to basics 
and put yourself  into the mindset 
of  when you were first together 
and first in love.

Think about what made you 
both fall in love with one another 
and maybe even write it down.

Consider what you adored 
about this person and what made 
you want to be with them.

Though you may have lost 
sight of  this, thinking back to 
when times were good and you 
had just fallen in love can really 
help to lift your spirits and heal 
your broken marriage.

Write down their best traits 
and you may even find that they 
are still there, but you've had a 
hard time getting in touch with 
them lately.

Identify what made you fall in 
love.

2. Start to listen to each other 
again

Have conversations again and 
really start to communicate with 
one another. Listen to what your 
spouse is telling you, and then 
ask the same from them.

apart, you must strengthen your 
connection by communicating 
m o r e .  T h e  d e a t h  o f  
communication can drive a 
wedge between you and your 
partner.

Infidelity
Cheating on your partner is 

mostly a deal breaker
Cheating on your partner can 

be an ultimate deal-breaker. If  
o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s  i n  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n d u l g e s  i n 
infidelity, it definitely damages 
the relationship.

Lack of care and affection
With time passion fades in a 

relationship and couples stop 
showing affection and care 
towards each other.

Eventually, all the sweetness 
and warmth of  the relationship 
goes away and there is no joy left 
in the marriage. This can cause a 
marriage to fall apart.

Crisis
Crisis situations can either 

make a marriage stronger or it 
can break it.

In difficult times, how couples 
support each other determines 
h o w  g o o d  o r  b a d  t h e i r 
relationship is going to become. 
When partners don't support 
each other, it shows they are in a 
failing marriage.

Reflect upon what has made 
your marriage feel broken 

Even if  a relationship has 
gone through such problems, 
saving a broken marriage is not 
impossible. There are plenty of  
circumstances for which you can 
work through even though they 

have chipped away at the 
marriage to this point.

Think of  when things went 
from good to bad, and then try to 
find a solution to fix a broken 
relationship or in fixing a broken 
marriage.

4. Talk to each other
Be patient with one another, 

even in the areas that seem to 
present the biggest problems.

Talk to one another rather 
than at one another. This is part 
of  listening, for when you 
increase communication it helps 
you to connect again.

Be patient and willing to work 
through the problems and know 
that it will lead you to better 
times overall. This is a critical 
issue to keep in mind when 
saving your marriage from 
falling apart.

Talk to each other

5. Don't let distractions get 
in the way of your relationship

Sure you may have kids and 
careers and a whole lot of  other 
things in your life, but don't let 
them stand in the way of  your 
marriage.

Life gets busy but a couple 
must grow together and align 
throughout the good and bad 
times.

Make it a point to date 
again, to talk more, and to 
ensure that you are still a 
unified source no matter how 
busy life may get. Keep dating 
your partner, dating is the key 
to save a broken marriage. It 
helps because as you schedule 
dates to meet each other with 
a free mind, you can keep 

y
ou

rsel
v e s 

accounta
b l e  t o o n e  a n o t h e r. 
Don't let distractions get in 
the way of  your relationship.

6. Find a way to connect 
again

Think of  what it would take 
to connect with each other 
once again. Plan a trip for just 
the two of  you. Commit to 
spending even a few minutes 
together every night chatting. 
Go out on dates and make each 
other a priority. When you can 
find your way back to one 
another  aga in  and t r u ly 
reconnect, then it may help to 
fix a broken marriage. These 
suggestions on how to save a 
marriage and how to deal with 
a broken marriage will surely 
h e l p  y o u  s a l v a g e  y o u r 
relationship. Sometimes it's a 
matter of  reflecting upon 
things that will help you to find 
lasting happiness, even when 
you thought that the marriage 
is falling apart—this is how to 
make a broken marriage work 
and enjoy that happily ever 
after that you always dreamed 
of! Have these points in mind 
and work on them. God will 
help your marriage to be fixed. 
Identify what made you fall in 
love Start to listen to each other 
again. 

Reflect on what has made 
your marriage feel broken

Talk to each other
Don't let distractions get in 

the way of  your relationship
Find a way to connect again

Can my marriage work again?
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...Between Chidimma Adaora Ojukwu, (alleged
murderer) and Michael Usifo Ataga, (Super T.V.
CEO who died in the course of an alleged infidelity),
who should bear the blame?

Comrade Emmanuel Onyendozi Onwe, Enugu 
State Coordinator, Enugu State Citizens Support 
for Equity and Good Governance, a non-
governmental organization.

The incidence is very unfortunate. My condolences 
to the family of  the deceased. To imagine a 21 year old 
girl living such wayward life as reported is very 
unfortunate. 

This is the result of  decayed family value system in 
the society. I can't blame any of  them because that's 
what the society has turned people into. Everybody 
wants to belong. I rather blame it on low moral value 
in the society.

We must return back to our olden days family value. 
Let parents regularly visit their children in the higher 
institutions, as it is done in during secondary school.

Mr. Ezike Chibuike
I think the fact of  the matter is that the girl 
killed the man. That's wrong, irrespective of  
whatever the man may have done to her. She 
shouldn't go to that length of  killing him. 
Therefore she is answerable for her actions.
However, the media parade of  the suspect 
before she's found guilty by a court of  
competent jurisdiction, to me is illegal and 
unconstitutional. 
The suspect's right to presumption of  
innocence as enshrined in section 36(5) of  the 
Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, 1999 as amended, leaves more to be 
desired.
The Police conduct against the suspect is 
totally reprehensible and condemnable, 

without equivocations. It is dehumanizing and should be discarded, as it is not for this 
age where society is governed by law.

Kenechukwu Onyekwuluje, security 
expert, based in Awka, Anambra State:       

None have to be blamed, because they're 
both adults who agreed to have some fun. it 
was a consensual arrangement that one party 
decided to kill the other which was all about 
the intent and purpose of  Chidimma 
Ojukwu. By killing and carting away the 
man's valuables, she exhibited the demonic 
instinct in her.

So, I don't have to blame any party, cause 
they both agreed for fun, though from what I 
might deduce from the act, the whole truth 
seems not to be told. How can she overpower 
Ataga, a boxer?

Well it's simple, either she has a company 
to perpetuate the act or she used drugs to 
weaken him.

Ms. Ebere Onovo, from Nkanu, Enugu 
State.

 I'm not going to cast blames, but focus on the 
lessons necessary for everyone to learn. 

Firstly, parents should bring up their children 
well, instill good morals in them and also know 
the kind of  friends or people they move with, 
especially when they enter school. For 
Chidimma, it's either her parents did not raise 
her well or she was wrongly influenced by friends 
in school. 

Secondly people should always stay away 
from evil, because nothing good ever comes out 
from it. It always ends in regret, just like 
Chidimma is regretting now.

For married men out there, they should learn a 
lesson to be faithful to their wives or marry 
younger wives if  the ones they have aren't 
enough for them, instead of  engaging in an act 
that produces no good result. 

It's really huge lesson for parents, young girls and married men because there are 
so many Chidimmas out there and men like Ataga. This incident is a call for them to 
retrace their steps and have a change of  attitude before it becomes too late for them.

And for wives too, they should do their part by being good wives to their husbands 
because some men are pushed into the hands of  these young girls by their wives.

C o m r a d e  M a d u 
O g o c h u k w u ,  a  m e d i a 
practitioner from Mgbidi, 
Oru West LGA of Imo State

If  I am to judge by what I 
have read so far from reliable 
Newspapers, it seems very 
o b v i o u s  t h a t  C h i d i n m a 
Ojukwu may be a street girl, 
fraudster and probably those 
they call "runs-girls" 

From the stories I have read 
on how she took the dead 
man's ATM Card to withdraw 
money, without remorse, it 
seems that may not be her first 
time of  killing her client.

I am not saying she should 
have all the blames, but I am 

making my point based on what we have all watched and read because everything 
about her seems fake.

She deceived the service provider at where they lodged with fake foreign number, 
fake identity or driving license etc.

I know I am not the only one who heard her say to journalists that both her and late 
Ataga took drugs. Ataga may have felt comfortable with her, probably because of  
their alleged same lifestyle of  drug, but never knew the negative move against him.

I will not blame Mr. Ataga so much because he is not the first to have side chick 
(mistress). I will blame Chidinma mostly for killing the man and taking N380, 000. 
The law should punish everyone according to his or her crime.

Continued from Pg. 6

Arrest Miyetti Allah leaders like you did Nnamdi
Kanu – Ortom tells Buhari

ollowing the arrest Fof  Nnamdi Kanu, 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e 

Indigenous  People  o f  
Biafra, IPOB, the Benue 
State Governor, Samuel 
Ortom has challenged the 
Federal government to also 
arrest members of  armed 

Fulani groups who carry 
out attacks against farming 
communities in parts of  the 
country.

Governor Ortom made 
the call in a statement to 
newsmen on Thursday 
evening.

Ortom said while he has 

no problem with the arrest 
of  the Biafran leader, the 
Federal Government's fight 
against terrorism and other 
crimes would only be seen 
to be unbiased if  armed 
herders who have been 
killing innocent citizens are 
also apprehended.

H e  s a i d  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari also 
admitted recently that 
herdsmen occupying the 
forests and terrorizing the 
people are not Nigerians 
and wondered why no 
effort has been made to 
bring them to justice.

He called for the arrest of  
Miyetti Allah leaders who 
have vowed to inflict pain 
on  Niger ians  through 
sustained attacks, adding 
that justice must not only be 
said to be done but seen to 
have been done.

“Herders armed with 
sophist icated weapons 
attack and sometimes kill 
Livestock Guards and other 

security agents, and this is a 
situation which deserved a 
more decisive approach,” 
he said.

The governor, however, 
reaffirmed that the day the 
Fe d e r a l  G o ve r n m e n t 
decides to end insecurity, 
the menace will become a 
thing of  the past in the 
country.
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Chieftaincy

ear Kabiyesi, I Dbring you warm 
greetings from 

the street. May your reign 
be long and your tenure 
most rewarding. I do not 
belong to the class of  
those that wish you more 
c h i l d r e n  g ive n  t h e  
battalion you already 
have from multiple Olori. 
But may you live long 
enough to train them 
s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  a n d  
accomplish enough for 
t h e  e n v y  o f  y o u r  
ancestors. Ase.

K a b i y e s i ,  I  w a s  
particularly worried by 
your recent endorsement 
of  the proposed creation 
of  a  four th- t ier  of  
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
traditional rulers, and 
that warrants my letter to 
you. Please, forgive my 
audacity to address the 
subject. As a son of  the 
soil, I know that a kolanut 
matures only in the 
mouth of  an elder. 
However, without the 
youth having a bite of  the 
proverbial kolanut, the 
e l d e r  c a n n o t  b e  
enthroned. The elder is 
just as important to 
nation building as the 
youth, so you can forgive 
my flippancy, Kabiyesi. I 
made efforts to deliver 
this message in person, 
but your overzealous 
guards denied access to 
the palace, like they have 
always done to matters of  
u r g e n t  p u b l i c  
importance.

I reckon that the 
subject-matter has been 
long in coming and its 
justification is not far-
fetched. Indeed, your 
forefathers were the early 
set of  'politicians' that 
held the rein of  affairs 
before the coming of  
colonial interlopers. 

When the jegudu-jera 
oyinbo people were 
d i s l o d g e d  a t  
independence, it was 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  
Awolowo,  Azik iwe,  
Balewa and co. would 
return to the old political 
structure of  having 
traditional rulers at the 
helm of  affairs. Sadly, 
they did not and the stool 
has since remained an 
a p p e n d a g e.  T h i n g s  
further went south for 
traditional stools at the 
1976 Const i tut ional  
reform where Royal 
Fathers were subsumed 
under the new Local 
Government Authority.

Kabiyesi, I feel your 
e n d u r i n g  p a i n s  o f  
inadequacy in the current 
arrangement. I'm aware 
of  how wayward and 
condescending most of  
the politicians have 
become. Both the stool 
and royal concerns rarely 
matter much to council 
chairmen because they 
have the proverbial yam 
and hold the knife too. 
You and majority of  your 
comrades are just there 
hanging, and at the beck 
and call of  politicians. It 
is for that reason that 
your counterpart in 
Obimo Community in 
N s u k k a  L o c a l  
Government Area of  
E nu g u  S t a t e,  I g we  
S p e n c e r  U g w u o k e,  
recently called on the 
Federal Government to 
make traditional rulers' 
institution the fourth-tier 
o f  gover nment .  He 
argued that traditional 
rulers were not backed by 
l aw  t o  a r r e s t  a n d  
prosecute criminals in 
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
c o m mu n i t i e s.  “ T h e  
traditional rulers know 
the criminals in their 
respective communities 
but they have no power to 

arrest them,” the Obi had 
said, and you agreed with 
him.

But on the flipside 
Kabiyesi, if  your subjects 
have misgivings about 
creation of  another tier 
of  government to give 
constitutional powers to 
the traditional rulers, it is 
with good reasons. We 
your subjects are as 
w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  
wo r s e n i n g  s e c u r i t y  
p r o b l e m  r a v a g i n g  
communi t i e s.  Mos t  
disturbing is that you and 
other monarchs know the 
source of  the problem 
because it is mainly of  
your creation. And if  you 
are part of  the problem, 
forgive me Kabiyesi, a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
endorsement of  royal 
rascality cannot be the 
solution. Truth is bitter; 
o t i t o  o r o,  o m o - i ya  
isokuso ni.

Let us take a look at 
how we got here. You 
would agree that across 
g ras s roo t s  to  da te,  
tradition is still partially 
revered. All major events 
of  significance sti l l  
sought blessings of  the 
traditional stools. Ditto 
for all aspiring political 
office holders; they still 
seek  your  approval  
despite you not holding 
any constitutional role. 
But you hold traditional 
p o w e r s  a s  t h e  
representative of  the 
ancestors, the dead and 
the living. You are 
revered as a god among 
m e n ,  w h i c h  i s  f a r  
superior to any public 
office in the land. That 
was the perception of  old 
that majority still identify 
with.

Unfortunately, many 
of  your contemporaries 
have desecrated the stool, 
diminishing its honour, 
respect and the far-factor 

(eru). How many of  the 
traditional rulers still 
respect customs and 
traditions while laying 
claims to modernisation? 
Like you know, not many 
o f  your  co l l eagues  
honour traditional rites 
anymore. Where are the 
ancient landmarks that 
are not meant to be 
destroyed, Kabiyesi? 
Have they not been 
dislodged and the land 
sold to highest bidders? 
Even you and your chiefs 
have become regulars in 
churches and mosques, 
kneeling for prayers 
before 'the man of  God'. 
T h e y  e v e n  h o l d  
deliverance sessions in 
the palace, yet you expect 
abandoned gods of  the 
land to show up on the 
day of  trouble. No!

So doing, you not only 
lose the gods, you are 
losing the people too. 
Your subjects could see 
through the smokescreen 
that the stool is more self-
serving than for public 
good. Kabiyesi, of  all 
deplorable roads in the 
community, how come it 
is only the palace road 
that is paved?  The truck 
of  diesel that is meant to 
power streetlights gets 
diverted to the palace. 
Why? You have the 
power to mandate local 
authorities to fix broken 
primary schools and 
healthcare centres in the 
community, but they 
never get done.

Rather than ease the 
burden of  subjects, you 
are worsening their 
plights. Your army of  
weed-smoking urchins 
has taken over streets, 
hounding okada, keke 
and dispatch riders for 
levies. Every day, they 
railroad you and your 
chiefs a percentage of  
their extortions from 

traders and transporters. 
Recently, scores of  keke 
riders led a march to the 
palace in protest of  an 
upward review of  daily 
charges from N1600 to 
N3200 per keke. They 
didn't leave until you 
brought it  down to 
N2500.  Since then,  
distances that cost N50 
now go for N100. And to 
amass remittances, your 
agents are welcoming 
foreign bikers of  no 
verifiable nationality into 
the community. Kabiyesi, 
that is the source of  the 
problem and a disaster 
waiting to happen. No 
amount of  constitutional 
powers will assuage these 
p r o b l e m s  o f  y o u r  
creation. 

 The politicians can as 
well see through this 
jeun-koku, chop and 
quench plot that royalty 
has become in many 
places. Don't forget that 
they all rode on your back 
to offices and routinely 
settled the palace. But 
you cannot have it both 
ways; being the king and 
the gadfly at the same 
time. They are bound to 
be rebellious to the king 
t h a t  h a s  b e c o m e  
overbear ing and of  
insatiable greed. The king 
could have retained its 
eminence by acting on 
behalf  of  the people and 
in checks and balances to 
the political class. Like I 
once proposed to you 
Kabiyes i ,  a l l  those  
seeking public offices and 
m a k i n g  g r a n d i o s e  
promises should swear 
before ogun, sango, 
amadiora and other 
ancient gods that they 
will neither steal public 
funds nor fail pledges. 
Active oath taking should 
return to political space 
for sanity, and that is a 
campaign you should 
lead.

Traditional rulers as fourth-tier
of government

By Wole Oyebade 
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qualitative manpower especially 
at the ASP and Inspectorate 
cadre, in order to meet up with 
the middle level manpower 
requirements of  the Nigeria 
Police Force. To equip trainees 
with competences backed by 
sound academic background, 
high professional and moral 
standards for effective law 
enforcement and selfless service 
to the nation”.  

This is not the first time the 
South East will suffer from this 
huge exclusion from the centre. 
For example, the administration 
of  then General Olusegun 
Obasanjo established six federal 
universities without any in the 
South East; he also founded six 
federal colleges of  education 
without giving the South East 
any representation. 

It is also worthy of  note that 
the present administration is 
constructing several kilometers 
of  rail lines without one line 
crossing the Igbo region. 

In interview with the special 
adviser to President Buhari on 
media on publicity, Chief  Femi 
Adesina noted that the South 
E a s t  wa s  m a r g i n a l i z e d .  
According to him; “the South 
East has more appointees in this 
administration than any zone. In 
fact, Imo State has more 
appointees than even the 
president's Katsina State. The 
next is Ogun State. I can equally 
tell you that this administration 
is doing more than 69 federal 
projects across the South East 
region. You talk of  ministerial 
positions, all the states in the 
South East have ministers. On 
the issue rail lines, the South East 
will soon get its share of  the 
national cake as the project has 
reached Delta State and from 
there it will be South East”.     

managed by the Nigerian Army 
which has 75% civilian  and 25% 
military  and paramilitary. It is 
the  f i r s t  Niger ian  Ar my 
University and Africa's First 
Green University”. It added; 
“Nigerian Army University Biu 
was established by the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria to be a 
center of  innovation and 
technological development for 
the Nigerian defence sector and 
the nation to meet the ever 
changing and rapid development 
in the dynamics of  modern 
warfare. It focuses on research 
and technological innovation in 
the  de f ence  s ec to r  w i th  
particular emphasis on local 
challenges in asymmetrical 
warfare in Nigeria, Africa and 
the world at large.”

The foregoing reveals that the 
APC –led administration at the 
centre and supervised by Buhari 
has established six specialized 
federal universities without any 
in the South East zone.  Recall 
that a Nigeria Police University 
was already founded  in 1988 at 
two temporary campuses; the 
Po l i c e  Tr a i n i n g  S c h o o l  
Challawa, Kano where cadet 
inspectors were trained; and the 
Police College Kaduna, where 
cadet ASPs were trained.  A 
report has it that “The two 
campuses were merged and 
relocated to its permanent site in 
Wudil, Kano, after it was 
formerly commissioned on the 
April 2,1996, by then Head of  
State and Commander in Chief  
of  the Armed Forces, General 
Sani  Abacha,   wi th  the  
expectation that the Academy 
will be affiliated to a University 
for degree awarding courses. The 
aims and objectives of  the 
academy were: To provide an 
institution capable of  producing 

said the local transport sector 
in the country was in dire need 
of  new thinking, skills, and 
investment, further assuring 
that the university will open up 
opportunities for economic 
growth. He described the 
project as one which keys into 
the efforts of  the Nigerian 
g o v e r n m e n t  " t o w a r d  
promotion and development 
of  indigenous capacity through 
technology acquisition and 
k n o w l e d g e  t r a n s f e r  t o  
effectively maintain and 
operate numerous railway 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e  
completion of  the university's 
construction is expected within 
18 months. ".

Nigeria's transport minister , 
Hon. Rotimi Amaechi,  was 
quoted in an interview as 
saying that  “the project would 
go a long way to enhance the 
existing bilateral relationship 
between China and Nigeria, as 
well as encourage patronage of  
local content”.

It is equally a matter of  
concern that “in addition to the 
university's construction, the 
CCECC is also currently 
training at least 150 young 
Nigerian students in railway 
engineering in China, as well 
as building a railway rolling 
stock assembly plant in Kajola, 
a town in  Ogun State”. How 
many South East students 
are/were among the about 150 
students enrolled for the 
training? 

Also, Buhari established the 
Nigerian Army University in 
Biu, Borno State in 2018. It is a 
research higher institution for 
innovation and technology for 
the Nigerian Army. An 
account about institution 
noted that “The University is 

circumstance already had at least 
one specialized federal university. 
For instance, there are federal 
universities of  technology in Yola 
in the North East and Akure in 
South West. Yet, in the current 
arrangement, both zones still got 
one more federal institution. So, 
why was South East and North 
Central not included in the 
scheme? 

It must be recorded that 
President Muhammadu Buhari  
had already built Nigeria's  first 
transportation university assisted 
by a Chinese company in, Daura,  
Katsina State.  It was reported that 
“The project is part of  the 
country's plan to fully establish the 
railway industry”.  According to a 
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t ;  “ T h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  
specialized academic institution 
on a 413-hectare of  land is 
undertaken by the China Civil 
E n g i n e e r i n g  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Corporation (CCECC) Nigeria 
Ltd, as part of  its corporate social 
responsibility in the country. 
Nigerian President Muhammadu 
Buhari  attended the project's 
ground-breaking ceremony.

“ W h e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  
University of  Transportation in 
Daura, the birthplace of  Buhari in 
Nigeria's northern state of  
Katsina, will focus on research and 
development of  human capital for 
the country's transport sector. It is 
expected to mark a new level of  
growth, as well as economic and 
educational development in 
Africa's largest economy.

“The Nigerian leader, while 
noting the university as the first of  
its kind in Africa, said it will 
provide technical skills, enhance 
managerial capacity and pave way 
for innovation in Nigeria's 
transport system, as well as create 
more job opportunities. Buhari 

he Federal Government Tof  Nigeria has, once 
again, demonstrated its 

marginalization inclination 
towards Ndigbo as it has 
established four new federal 
universities without any in the 
South East. The four new 
institutions, according to a 
report by NAN, as announced by 
the minister of  education, Alhaji 
Adamu Adamu, who was 
represented by the ministry's 
permanent secretary, Sonny 
E c h o n o,  d u r i n g  a  p r e s s  
conference in Abuja few days 
ago, are to be located in Jigawa, 
Akwa Ibom, Osun and Bauchi 
States.

This goes to indicate that four 
out of  the six geo-political zones 
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h i s  
commendable project, while two 
were left out. The beneficiaries 
are North West (Jigawa), South 
–South (Akwa Ibom),  South 
West (Osun) and North East 
(Bauchi). The North Central and 
South East zones were ignored.  

In what could only pass as an 
excuse for not citing any of  the 
four universities in the South 
East, the Federal Government 
explained thus:  “After  a  
comprehensive review of  the 
policy by key stakeholders in the 
education sector, it was resolved 
that the four existing Universities 
of  Technology located in Yola 
(North East), Akure (South 
West), Owerri (South East) and 
Minna (North Central) be 
upgraded and equipped while 
two additional universities of  
technology to be located in 
Jigawa and Akwa Ibom States, 
would be established for the 
purpose.”

 Taken together, the idea of  
“zone balancing” does not stand 
here because all the current 
regions covered in the present 

Buhari continues Igbo marginalization
Builds four new fed universities without any in South East 

By Ori Martins

Chinese ambassador to Nigeria Zhou Pingjian was speaking at the ground-breaking ceremony of Nigeria's University of Transportation at Daura, Katsina state, Nigeria, on Dec. 2, 2019. (Xinhua/Yang Hongjie)









After months of  living in our 
rooms just because we do not 
want to catch the deadly Covid-
19, a night like the Vodafone 
Ghana Music Awards show 
was certainly a way to take in 
some new breeze. 

For over two decades, the 
award show has honoured 
legends of  the music game in 
G h a n a ,  m o t i v a t e d 
underground musicians to do 
more and sparked a host of  
controversies around who 
should have own what. This has 
been an interesting ride. 

The red carpet  was an 
interesting side attraction for 
such an event. For two nights in 
the year, guests and celebrities 
put on their A-game to slay. 

Things do not usually turn out 
as they should. Probably due to 
the fallacy hasty exuberance 
that comes with the quest to 
impress. Or maybe a misjudge 
from designers. 

Notwithstanding, the red 
carpet looks will be rated. Not 
for hate. Not for a deliberate 
attack. Just for the love of  the 
game. No one is saying go break 
the bank but simplicity could 
offer the best life and looks has 
in store 

While some celebrities were 
applauded for their stunning 
looks on the red carpet, others 
missed the mark. 

Here are the worst dressed 
celebrities at the 2021 Vodafone 
Ghana Music Award. 

ome of  the looks some 

Scelebrities pulled off  on 
the red carpet of  the 2021 

Vo d a f o n e  G h a n a  M u s i c 
Awards (VGMAs) were really 
disappointing to say the least.

Choosing the right ensemble 
for a red carpet event can be an 
impossible feat to pull off. There 
is always pressure on our stars 
to beat their record, dress to 
please their followers, share few 
style tips and step out of  the 
box. 

It involves taking risks when 
it comes to choosing the type of  
fabric, the colour of  the fabric 
and the  des ign to  match 
perfectly with hairstyle, shoe 
and bag game while considering 
the theme of  the event. 
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n unhappy, conflict-

Ariddled marriage can 
be worse for you 

health-wise than being single 
or happily married.

When we get married, we 
feel absolutely sure that we've 
finally managed to find “the 
one.” 

But, sadly, statistics show 

or a gender largely Fbelieved to be unable to 
help themselves when it 

comes to cheating, men seem 
to hate being cheated on too 
much. Why? The narrative 
that has been spun around the 
issue cheating for the longest 
time is that men cheat more 
than women, but are more 
hurt and distraught and angry 
when they find out they've 
been cheated on. 

It's kinda straightforward 
like that in our collective 
consciousness. The narrative 
sees us believe that women 
somehow ' expec t '  to  be 
cheated on because 'all men 
cheat' and 'men will always be 
men.' 

So what we have is an unfair 
s i tuat ion,  a  par t icular ly 
bothersome re lat ionship 
dynamic which makes it feel 
OK for women to pardon and 
forge on when their men cheat; 
bu t  on  the  o the r  hand , 

validates men's indignation 
and righteous rage when they 
get cheated on. 

So let's talk about reasons 
why this is so. Why does it 
bother men so much when a 
woman cheats on them, and 
w hy  d o  m o r e  m e n  f i n d 
c h e a t i n g  a b s o l u t e l y 
unforgivable compared to 
women? 

1 .  T h e y  k n o w  t h a t 
cheating, for women, is 
solely for emotional purposes 

When women cheat, it is for 
emotional reasons. Women do 
not cheat for physical reasons, 
and for the most part it's not for 
sexual gratification. It has 
been said that the need to 
bridge an emotional gap, to 
plug some emotional vacuum 
is what leads women into 
affairs. 

So, for men, knowing that 
the woman has detached 
herself  emotionally and that 
their time is likely over makes 

cheating an extra-uneasy pill 
to swallow for them. 

2. Ego takes a hit 
Whereas women become 

[inexplicably] ashamed and 
embar rassed when thei r 
partner cheats on them, men 
see cheating as an affront on 
their ego. They probably feel 
that being cheated on is the 
highest form of  disrespect 
ever, and this makes it even 
more difficult to stomach it. 

Because, you know, men 
think they deserve respect as a 
birthright. 

3. They never see it coming 
The average man, no matter 

how unkempt, emotionally 
unavailable, difficult and 
problematic he is, still feels like 
he deserves loyalty and may 
never, for the life of  him, 
imagine that his babe has it in 
her to either dump him or 
cheat with another man. 

And whi le  th is  i s  not 
entirely a wrong thing to 

guy who does not cheat, not to 
be rewarded with cheating. 

Conclusion: 
The point of  this is not to 

justify women cheating or 
saying it's cool for men to get 
c h e a t e d  o n .  H o p e f u l l y 
everyone sees cheating as 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  b o t h e r s 
everyone equally. Women get 
just as hurt as men when 
they're played. And anyone 
c a n  c h e a t .  A n yo n e  c a n 
actually get cheated on, and 
ultimately, everyone owes 
their partner the duty to be 
faithful and honest. 

e all know how 

Wmuch of  cheating 
goes on around. 

Not everyone is guilty, of  
course, at least not of  the 
blatant form of  unfaithfulness 
that everyone feels repulsed 
about. 

Lowkey, you could be part 

of  the scum everyone likes to 
condemn.

Afterall, you have never 
slept with someone else while 
in a relationship, neither have 
encouraged liaisons with 
someone else's partner that 
you would be embarrassed if  
it ever got out. 

So, as much as cheating 
goes on regularly all around, 
we all like to claim innocence 
and being uninvolved. 

But really, how true is that? 
Maybe you are not guilty 

of  sleeping with someone 
who is not your partner and 
maybe you haven't made out 
with someone else or had any 
other affair with someone else 
while in a relationship but 
that's not the end of  it. 

You could be guilty of  
micro-cheating and that is a 
lot less obvious that getting 
down with someone other 
than your partner. 

According to Metro UK, 
micro-cheating, in its most 
bas ic  form,  i s  cheat ing 
without physically crossing 

the line. And that's the all-
encapsulating definition of  
the concept. Micro cheating is 
usually subtle, so subtle in fact 
that you may even be deluded 
into thinking you are not 
doing anything wrong, when 
in fact you are making extra 
little efforts, putting tiny extra 
touches into looking different 
or just any other thing to catch 
someone else's attention or to 
look good for them or be 
thrilling to them. 

“The thing with micro-
cheating," Metro UK adds, "is 
that if  you're actively thinking 
about getting someone else's 
attention when you shouldn't 
be, you're actively being 
unfaithful. The point is, 
putting in that extra effort (did 
you really need to slap on that 
extra bit of  concealer?) is now 
basically a form of  shady 
infidelity. You cross the 
sacred line of  romance when 
you feel that your actions 
would make your partner feel 
uncomfortable.” 

So while you are not 
sleeping with them, while you 
are not even planning to do so, 
you could be well guilty of  
cheating just as someone who 
has. 

Understanding the concept 
of  micro cheating and its 
implications help you become 
a  bet ter,  more  rounded 
partner who is considerate of  
their partner's feelings by not 
doing things they would not 
like at all, as opposed to 
someone who does these 
things and then hopes the 
partner never finds out. 

expect, [I mean, if  you're still 
with someone, it's only OK for 
them to expect loyalty from 
you] it's still kinda deluded and 
naïve to think that women, 
especially the ones with unmet 
and unsatisfied emotional 
needs cannot or will not seek 
to get it from someone else. 

4. They feel like cheating is 
for men 

Crazy, right? But, yeah, it's 
t r u e .  S o m e  m e n  a r e 
conditioned to think that only 
women get cheated on. They 
think it's a man's game to do 
that. Cheating is something 
men do. A woman cheating 
is… just wrong. But when it's a 
man, it could be pardonable, 
explainable, there could be 
some way to justify it, it could 
be explained away, put in some 
perspective that makes it less 
of  an issue. 

But a woman cheating… 
and God save us… a married 
woman?! Nah. That's too 
scandalous. The greatest sin of  
all time. 

5. They've been faithful all 
along 

Like we pointed out above, 
cheating is painted to look like 
a man's game. So when a man 
chooses to stay faithful to his 
wife or partner, they think they 
deserve some medal. Some 
extra cool points for being the 

many different results — 
about one in 4 marriages ends 
up in divorce. 

And even if  sometimes it's 
really difficult to admit that 
your “happily ever after” just 
isn't working, you shouldn't 
get upset, because there are 
plenty of  good things that a 
divorce can bring into your 

life. 
We've found out 6 reasons 

why it's better to walk away 
than to stay in an unhealthy 
marriage. 

You'll have a better 
chance to meet “the right 
one” 

When you're married, you 
unconsciously try to stay 

away from the opposite sex, 
in order to not make your 
partner jealous. This way, you 
miss  out  on a  lot  of  
opportunities and great 
people you can make friends 
with. This is not a bad thing 
when you're happily married. 
But if  you feel that your 
m a r r i a g e  h a s  b e c o m e  
suffocating, a divorce can 
help you clear the way to meet 
the right partner in the future. 

You can devote your 
energy to your own personal 
growth 

If  you stay in an unhealthy 
marriage for a long time, your 
emotional well-being is 
always at stake. It turns out 
that a bad marriage may keep 
you from doing the things in 
life that you want to do or 
having the things in life that 
you deserve. So, after a 
divorce, you can finally stop 
putting all of  your energy into 
a relationship that no longer 
works and use it for other 
important areas of  your life. 

You'll feel happier 

When you get out of  a bad 
marriage, you may lose a 
spouse but you actually gain 
happiness instead. Life is too 
s h o r t  t o  wa s t e  i t  o n  
contradictory people and 
unhealthy relationships. And 
if  you feel that your marriage 
is only making you feel 
unfulfilled and unhappy, it's 
definitely time to go. 

Your kids will be happier 
too 

Many couples realize that 
they are unhappy and still 
decide to stay married “for 
their children's sake.” But this 
is a really bad idea. Your 
children can hear your 
sarcasm and arguments and 
may constantly feel stressed 
out by the tension in your 
unhappy marriage. Even 
more than all of  this, they 
might be confused about 
what a healthy relationship is 
and isn't, which can lead to 
huge problems in their future 
personal life. 

Yo u r  h e a l t h  m i g h t  
improve 

Most people believe that 
marriage can boost your 
health, but in the case of  a bad 
marriage, this doesn't work at 
all. On the contrary, an 
unhappy, conflict-riddled 
marriage can be worse for you 
health-wise than being single 
or happily married. Studies 
confirm that living in a hostile 
home can be as physically 
damaging as too much 
drinking or chronic work 
stress. 

You will start looking 
better 

Even if  you don't intend to 
go on a diet after a divorce, 
you may still notice some 
unexpected changes in your 
look. Lots of  people admit 
t h a t  t h e y  p o w e r f u l l y  
transformed from the inside 
because they started feeling 
better and more alive. And as 
their inner self  started 
blossoming, their outer 
a p p e a r a n c e  s l o w l y  
transformed for the better too. 

RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
6 reasons divorce is better than a bad marriage 

Why men get so, so angry
when they're cheated on? 

Micro-cheating: A type of
infidelity you may be guilty of 

Jeff Bezos and his ex wifeJeff Bezos and his ex wifeJeff Bezos and his ex wife
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hether it's drinking 

Wtea, coffee, water or 
juice, each has its 

health benefits.
When you wake up in the 

morning, what should be the first 
drink you should have in the 
morning? 

Tea, coffee, water and fresh 
fruit juice are just some of  the 
most popular drinks people take 
to start their day. Many would 
argue that each is better than the 
other, but maybe you should 
decide for yourself. 

Tea 
Drinking tea in the morning is 

one the most common practices 
all over the world. Though tea 
varies across regions, "real tea" is 
derived from Camellia sinensis, a 
plant that gives only four varieties 
— green, black, white, and 
oolong. If  you're drinking any of  
this, then prepare to be loaded 
with tons of  health benefits. Tea is 
said to contain antioxidants 
which help in boosting exercise 
endurance, fight against cancers 
and help to fight free radicals. Tea 
is, obviously, very hydrating, 
despite the caffeine. If  you are also 
looking for something to help you 
burn calories, then green tea is 
your best bet. 

The low back, or lumbar area, 
s e r v e s  a  n u m b e r  o f  
important functions for the 

human body. Try these sleeping 
positions if  you are suffering from 
low back pain.

Most low back pain can be a 
result of  conditions affecting the 
bony lumbar spine, intervertebral 
discs (discs between the vertebrae), 
ligaments around the spine and 
discs, spinal cord and nerves, 
muscles of  the low back, internal 
organs of  the pelvis and abdomen, 
and the skin covering the lumbar 
area. 

Certain diseases, such as cancer 
of  the spinal cord, a ruptured or 
herniated disc, sciatica, arthritis, 
kidney infections, or infections of  
the spine can low back pain. 

Home remedies have proven to 
be an effective method for the 

treatment of  lower back pain. Try 
these sleeping positions and send us 
a review if  you are suffering from 
lower back pain. 

Sleep on your stomach with a 
pillow under your abdomen

If  you find yourself  resting on 
your stomach, place a pillow under 
your pelvis and lower abdomen to 
relieve some of  the pressure off  
your back. Depending on how this 
position feels, you may or may not 
choose to use a pillow under your 
head. 

Sleep on your back with a 
pillow under your knees

Sleeping on your back is the best 
position if  you are having severe 
back pain. It ensures your weight is 
evenly distributed and spread 
across to other parts of  the body. 
After executing all your nighttime 
beauty routine, lay flat on your back 

and place a pillow underneath your 
knees and keep your spine neutral. 
The pillow is important — it works 
to keep that curve in your lower 
back. You may also place a small, 
rolled up towel under the small of  
your back for added support. 

Sleep on your side with a pillow 
between your knees

Sleeping on your side is more 
comfortable when you place a 
pillow between your knees. The 
pillow will keep your hips, pelvis, 
and spine in better alignment. Also 
try to sleep on both sides before the 
next day. 

Simply allow your right or left 
shoulder to make contact with the 
mattress, along with the rest of  that 
side of  your body. Place a pillow 
between your knees. If  there's a gap 
between your waist  and the 
mattress, consider using a small 
pillow there for added support. 

Water helps to cleanse your colon 
and allows the stomach to absorb 
nutrients better, hence boosting 
metabolism. Ever heard the saying, 
"Drink water and mind your 
business" as the key to glowing 
skin? Yes, water does remove 

toxins from your blood and body 
giving you perfect, glowing skin. 

Fresh Juice 
Juicing early in the morning has 

health benefits that vary based on 
the fruits or vegetables used. There 
is really a juice for everything. 
However, there are some basic 
benefits of  drinking fresh juices 
first thing in the morning. Say 
goodbye to toxins, junk food 
cravings, lack of  energy and say 
hello to glowing skin, better 
metabolism and digestion, and 
accelerated weight loss. 

Coffee 

A
s important as it is for you 
to see a doctor, you should 
also include these foods in 

your daily meal.
Sexually transmitted diseases 

are infectious diseases that spread 
from person to another through 
intimate, sexual contact. 

Below are some foods that can 
help you combat those nasty and 
painful as hell STDs: 

1. Garlic 
Garlic is well-known for its 

natural healing properties, and it 
contains antibacterial, antifungal 

and antiviral properties. This 
immune-boosting herb also has a 
chemical compound called allicin 
which inhibits growth and even 
kills germs. To really gain the 
benefits of  this natural remedy, 
professionals say to eat 1 to 2 bulbs 
of  raw garlic per day. 

2. Coconut Oil 
Coconut oil is antifungal, 

antibacterial and antiviral as well 
as being a good safe lubricant for 
sensitive skin. Coconut oil also 
contains a medium chain fatty acid 
called lauric acid that lends 
coconut its antibacterial properties. 
Using a natural lubricant such as 
coconut oil will help reduce this 
risk. 

3. Ginger 
Ginger has exhibited the ability 

to inhibit the growth and even kill 
oral pathogens. In one study that 
investigated the effects of  ginger 
and antibiotics on the bacteria 
Staphylococcus aureus and S. 
pyreus infections, ginger extract 
emerged as being potentially 
superior. Ginger has also shown to 
have an antibacterial effect on 

respirator y and periodontal 
infections. 

4. Pure Raw Honey 
Honey has  been used for 

centuries for medicinal purposes. It 
is particularly honoured for its 
complex antibacterial properties 
due to its high sugar concentration, 
hydrogen peroxide, low pH, 
methylglyoxal and peptide bee 
defensin. 

Microbial resistance to honey 
has never been reported, which 
makes it a timeless remedy for 
infections and antibiotic-resistant 

bacteria. 
5. Cabbage 
Cabbage has shown the ability 

to combat bacteria. Cabbage juice 
has traditionally been used as a 
cancer inhibitor and protective 
agent against radiation exposure, 
much owing to its antibacterial 
qualities. 

Because of  this, cabbage is also 
effective in detoxifying the liver, 
bladder, and colon. 

6. Horseradish (Ewe Igbale, 
Moringa, Zogale, Okwe Oyigbo) 

Horseradish has been used to 
help treat urinary tract infections 
and lung  in fec t ions  and in 
Germany is known as one of  the 
best anti-microbial foods you can 
consume. 

7. Cranberry Juice 
Cranberry juice kills bacteria 

and also helps in relieving the 
irritation or pain the person is 
experiencing. Besides consuming 
fresh cranberry juice, an individual 
may also choose to take cranberry 
supplements. Berries, particularly 
cranberries, also help ward off  
urinary tract infections. 

Uhh, yes. Contrary to popular 

beliefs, coffee has many health 

benefits, even excluding the boost it 

gives to get through your day. First, 

it is full of  antioxidants. In fact, 

some studies argue that it has more 

antioxidants than some fruits and 

veggies. These antioxidants fight 

against free radicals in the body. It 

also helps you burn fat, fight 

against some cancers and has pain-

relieving abilities that can reduce 

migraines. Surprisingly, it also 

gives you a short term memory 

boost! 

Water 
Drinking water in the morning, 

especially on an empty stomach, is 
many shades of  healthy. We all 
know that water doesn't exactly 
have many nutrients but one thing 
is sure, it is incredibly beneficial. 

The first drink you should have in the morning? 

3 sleeping positions that help relieve
lower back pain 

Top foods that fight STDs

Back pain

Ginger
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gbo Names: The Igbo Iattach great significance to 
name hence new babies are 

given meaningful or significant 
names. The Igbo invariably do 
not believe that there is nothing 
in name. Rather they believe 
and their culture supports it 
that a person's name has a lot to 
tell about the person, his 
background or his parents. The 
Igbo do not just give names to 
their babies. They reflect over 
the whole exercise, make 
consultations and in the deep 
past might even consult an 
oracle or even a diviner. 

Throughout their history, the 
Igbo have placed much of  
emphasis on the type of  names 
they give to their babies. In the 
contemporary Igbo world 
including amongst those in 
Diaspora, they no longer 
contact the oracle or things like 
that. They merely reflect over 
s eve r a l  f a m i ly  h i s t o r y,  
traditions or events and give 
them a name that will suit not 

Echos of culture 
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only the baby but reminds them 
of  something or gives them 
something to constantly 
ponder over. This is why most 
Igbo names have meanings, 
some of  them so cryptic that 
only the parents can give the 
correct meanings of  they tell 
their story. 

Some Igbo names are given 
only to males while some are 
given to females only and a 
good number of  Igbo names 
could be given to both male and 
female. In a dictionary referred 
to below , only very few names 
have been listed here. Since 
most Igbo names are eventful, 
they are inexhaustible. That 
means that the Igbo will 
continue to coin names as long 
as events continue to happen so 
long as Igbo world lives. 

Therefore, in today's edition 
and many other subsequent 
ones, one or two Igbo names 
will be analyzed and explained. 
This article will begin with 
those Igbo names which begin 

with A. From there, down the 
line, we will eventually discuss 
a whole lot of  Igbo names. It 
must also be mentioned that 
according to syllabus, there are 
no Igbo names that begin with 
some consonants such as X, Q, 
P, Z, etc. However, since Igbo 
names are coined based on the 
experience of  the parents and it 
could include those names 
which parents may coin that 
could begin with those unique 
consonants.

It must be mentioned that 
most of  Igbo names begin with 
one of  the five vowels and most 
of  them begin with more 
popular consonants that are in 
usage. Sometimes, the Igbo 
may give a name to their child 
but in the course of  history and 
interaction, such a name may 
be adulterated. This was our 
experience during the research 
while compiling some Igbo 
names in a book entitled 
Foundation of  Igbo traditions 
and culture in a portion I titled, 

“Dictionary of  Igbo names.” 
For example, the name 

Abaneme is not Abaneme but 
the  o r i g ina l  name  was  
Abaenome. That means, when 
one becomes rich, one becomes 
excited or proud. We must note 
that due to multiplicity of  
dialectical changes, many 
names could be mutilated or 
ba s ta rd i s ed .  Somet imes  
making its original meaning 
nonsensical. Thus, two names 
to be defined in today's analysis 
a r e . . . A b a n e n o m e  a n d  
Abanobi. We have already 
explained the meaning of  
Abaneme with its full meaning 
to be Abaenyume. This means 
that once one gets rich, one 
begins to be proud and excited 
but due to name dialection, the 
name may mean, this is what 
Aba has done which is not a 
name. So those whose name is 
Abaneme should know that it 
means Abaenome. Abaneme is 
a dialectical 

It must be emphasized that 

dialectical variation may 
change the original name of  a 
person to one already 
adulterated or bastardised 
d u e  t o  c o m m u n i t y  
adaptations. 

The second name here is 
Abanobi. The meaning of  
this name is that no amount 
of  in feelings, provocation or 
anger could enter the mind of  
one to make one angry. 
Simply put, one is difficult to 
be provoked. The essence of  
these explanations is to make 
Igbo names more vivid in the 
minds of  readers. In the next 
edition, we shall talk on three 
other Igbo meaningful  
names. 

NB:This page is for the 
promotion of  Igbo traditions 
and culture. Therefore my 
readers are free to call me on 
0 8 0 3 3 9 1 9 1 8 8  t o  a s k  
questions on any aspect they 
want to know about.

Tortoise 
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Igbo naming ceremony

Ontological meanings of 
some Igbo names
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SPORTS
ormer Super Eagles Fw i n g e r  G e o r g e 
Finidi has denied 

receiving a three-bedroom 
f la t  a l located  to  each 
member of  the 1994 African 
Cup of  Nations winning 
s q u a d  p r i o r  t o  l a s t 
Thursday's announcement 

rsenal have agreed a 

Adeal worth around 
£8.5million with 

Benfica for left-back Nuno 
Tavares.

The Gunners have been 
on the hunt for a left-back this 
s u m m e r  t o  p r o v i d e 
competit ion for Kieran 
Tierney, who signed a new 
long-term contract last week.

The club have now opted 
to press ahead with a move 
for Tavares and they are 
finalising a deal for the 21-
year-old.

Arsenal are set to pay 
around £7m up front for 
Tavares, with Benfica due to 
bank more money in the 
form of  add-ons. Any deal, 
however, is not expected to be 
worth more than £8.5m in 
the end.

Personal  te r ms  wi th 
Tavares have all been agreed 

he  inques t  in to TGermany's  Euro 
2020 knockout at 

the hands of  old foes, 
England, has begun, with a 
host of  former players 
taking aim at the team for 
having “no courage” and 
lacking “ambition”. 

A pulsating clash at 
Wembley between the two 
heavyweight nations saw 
the Three Lions seal their 
spot in the quarter-finals 
with a 2-0 win, bringing 
Joachim Low's time in 
c h a r g e  t o  a  b i t t e r l y 
disappointing end. 

Just days after the exit, 
the limp display has come 
under fire with several 
i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e s  i n 
G e r m a n y  o p e n l y 
questioning their system 
and the underwhelming 
nature of  the defeat. 

Raheem Sterling netted 
the first goal of  the tie on 75 
minutes to spark wild 
scenes of  celebration at the 
ground, before Harry Kane 
se t t l ed  the  ne r ves  by 
nodding home to break his 
duck for the tournament. 

In between, Thomas 

Muller squandered a gilt-
edged chance to bring his 
nation back into the game, 
but the veteran forward 
could only fire inches wide 
of  the far post with Jordan 
Pickford racing towards 
him. 

The performance was a 
far cry from the impressive 
feats of  the squad that 
finished as runners-up at 
Euro 2008 – a group that 
M i c h a e l  B a l l a c k ,  t h e 
former Chelsea midfielder, 
had been a part of. 

He has ripped into Low's 
approach, and also savaged 
the timing of  his changes. 

“ ( I t  was )  sober ing, 
unconscious,” Ballack said 
on MagentaTV. “The first 
half  showed that we had no 
answers,  tha t  we  had 
withdrawn unnecessarily. I 
don't understand why he 
waited so long to make his 
substitutions.” 

Lukas Podolski has also 
delivered a no holds barred 
assessment, and the 2014 
W o r l d  C u p  w i n n e r 
admitted that Germany 
never looked as though they 
would find the net.

was part of  the squad that won 
Euro 96, and he pointed out, 
jus t  l ike  Podolsk i ,  tha t 
Germany looked toothless. 

“We had no courage going 
forward, '” Bobic added. 
“Even after going a goal 
down, we offered nothing, 
except for one chance. It was 
very passive, and it is a shame 
we missed this opportunity.” 

The setback marks the start 
of  a clean slate for the national 
side, however, with Hansi 
Flick replacing Low in the 
near future after his 15-year 
stint in charge. 

He told BILD, “There 
was a lack of  ambition, a 
lack of  fighting spirit. It all 
seems so bleak when you 
see the faces of  the players, 
there's nothing that moves. 

“A fire could break out 
in the stadium, and they 
would stay on the pitch. 
We're missing the absolute 
will to score a goal.” 

The damning verdict has 
even stretched into the 
youth ranks, with U-21 
c o a c h  S t e f a n  K u n t z 
choosing to highlight the 
team's dilemmas around 
their own goal. 

“Our defence was never 
really good,”he told ARD. 
“In my opinion, a back 
t h r e e  c o u l d n ' t  t r u l y 
convince that it was stable. 

“It has to play on one 
line. When it is not possible, 
you confuse everything. 
You can only drop deeper 
and deeper.

“That was a problem we 
h a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
tournament.' 

Fredi Bobic, meanwhile, 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e 
elimination was 'absolutely 
deserved'. The 49-year-old 

too and the full-back just 
needs to undergo a medical 
before sealing a move to 
Emirates Stadium.

The Portugal Under-21 
international's arrival should 
pave  the  way for  Sead 
Kolasinac, who spent the 
season on loan at Schalke, to 
leave the club during the 
current transfer window.

But the ex-Real Betis 
winger denied receiving the 
house gift. 

“They insisted that I had 
collected the house, which is 
not true. I don't know how 
my name was included in 
the list of  players who had 
received their houses from 
the Federal Government 
before now,” Finidi said. 

“I did not get a house 
from the government and 
when I inquired, they said 
they gave a relative of  mine 
that I'm not even aware of. 

“They said I collected a 
house in Lugbe, Abuja; 
somebody has played a fast 
one on the ministry. 

“Houses were allocated 
to Okocha and Amokachi 
and nobody got in touch 
with me to give me my 
Certificate of  Occupancy. 
So someone else lives there 
now. 

“This is a big fraud, that's 
why I am speaking out now 
so they don't leave me out 

by the Federal Government, 
according to reports. 

Finidi, who earned over 
60 caps for Nigeria and 
featured at the 1994 and 
1998 World Cups, was listed 
among the six players who 
had previously got their 
houses before Presidential 

when they are allocating 
houses to this next batch of  
players. 

“It is not fair at all. I don't 
know how to reach the 
minister to tell him my own 

a i d e  G a r b a  S h e h u 
announced the remaining 
h o u s e  g i f t s  t o  o t h e r 
members of  the squad in a 
statement issued in Abuja 
last Thursday. 

The players who were 
reportedly earlier given 
houses are Austin Okocha, 
Daniel Amokachi, Nduka 
Ugbade, Edema Fuludu, 
Uche Okafor and Finidi. 

Last Thursday, other 
members of  the squad, 
namely Peter Rufai, Alloy 
Agu, Ike Shorounmu, Uche 
O k e c h u k w u ,  S a m s o n 
Siasia, Efan Ekoku, Sunday 
Oliseh, Benedict Iroha, 
Isaac Semitoje,  Mutiu 
A d e p o j u ,  E m m a n u e l 
Amuneke, Victor Ikpeba, 
and Austin Eguavoen, were 
allocated their own houses, 
w i t h  t h e  l a t e  s q u a d 
members Stephen Keshi, 
Uche Okafor,  Rashidi 
Yekini, Thompson Oliha 
and Wilfred Agbonavbare 
also included. 

position. If  they actually 
gave the house out, that 
means someone has been 
making good use of  my 
property for over 20 years 
and I'm not aware of  it,” he 
added. 

hina have been 

Ch a n d e d  a 
daunting task to 

reach the 2022 World 

Cup after 
b e i n g 
drawn in 
the same 
group as 
J a p a n , 
Australia 
a n d 
S a u d i 
Arabia in 
the final 
round of  
A s i a ' s 
prelimina
ries.

T h e 
d r a w , 
which took place in Kuala 
Lumpur on Thursday, also 
placed Oman and Vietnam, 
the rising stars of  Southeast 
Asia, in Group B.

Japan, Australia and the 
Saudis took three of  the 
continent's five places at the 
last World Cup in Russia 

and will present a significant 
barrier to China's hopes of  
qualifying for the tournament 
for the first time since their 
debut in 2002.

In Group A Iran will again 
battle South Korea, with the 
pair having faced off  in 
qualifying for each of  the 
previous three World Cups. 
Both teams advanced to the 
finals in Russia.

United Arab Emirates, 
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon 
make up the rest of  the group.

The top two finishers from 
each group secure automatic 
berths alongside tournament 

hosts Qatar. The third-placed 
teams play each other and the 
winners  advance  to  an 
intercontinental playoff.

The opening matches of  
the final phase are scheduled 
to begin in September, with 
qualifying set to be concluded 
by March and the playoffs 
slated for completion by June.

Group A: Iran, South 
K o r e a ,  U n i t e d  A r a b 
E m i r a t e s ,  I r a q ,  S y r i a , 
Lebanon

G r o u p  B :  J a p a n , 
Australia, Saudi Arabia, 
China, Oman, Vietnam

I didn’t receive house gift – Finidi

Arsenal on the verge
of signing Benfica
left back

Qatar 2022: China handed tough draw in
World Cup preliminaries

Ballack, Podolski slam Germany
over awful Euro display
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“Teammates who have 

turned into brothers. I 
wouldn't change it for 
nothing. Thank you. Thank 
God, I can't wait for this 
next chapter, let's go!” 

Speaking on his arrival, 
Rangers Sporting Director, 
Ross Wilson, said, “We 
look forward to welcoming 
Nnamdi to our group in the 
summer. We are extremely 
impressed by his qualities 
and he is a player that has 
real progression in him. 

“He has a positive and 
determined personality and 
i s  ver y  much looking 
forward to becoming a 
Rangers player.” 

inister of  Youth and MS p o r t s 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 

Sunday Dare, has cautioned 
Super Eagles coach, Gernot 
Rohr, over his attitude towards 
home-based players, telling 
him to “shut up” and do his 
job.

It had earlier been reported 
that Rohr had delegated the 
handling of  the Super Eagles, 
made up of  home-based 
players, to Austin Eguavoen, 
Technical Director of  the 
Nigeria Football Federation, 
for this weekend's friendly 
against Mexico, insisting that 
he was hired to coach the 'A 
Team' only.

Dare, while on a visit to the 

players on Tuesday, ahead of  
their departure to the US on 
Wednesday, called on Rohr to 
take his job more seriously.

“His attitude towards home-
based players is unacceptable, 
it is negative to our football 
development in this country. I 

helsea legend Didier 

CDrogba has sent a warm 
welcome to new Leicester 

City signing Patson Daka.
The Zambia international is the 

latest African import into the 
Premier League, as he signs a five 
year contract following a £23 

million transfer from Red Bull 
Salzburg.

Daka had announced his 
departure from the Austrian 
Bundesliga champions months 
ago and has now chosen his next 
club.

The striker arrives in England 

after winning four straight 
Bundesliga titles with Salzburg.

“Congrats to Patson Daka for 
your Leicester  City  move. 
We l c o m e  t o  t h e  P r e m i e r 
League,” Drogba, one of  the 
most feared strikers of  his time in 
the Premier League, tweeted.

call on the NFF to call him to 
order. I call on the NFF to hold 
him by the content of  the letter 
of  his contract, but beyond 
that, he needs to shut up and do 
the work for which he was 
hired to do. He talks too 
much,” Dare said.

twice. 
His spell at Adams Park 

saw him help the Chairboys 
win promotion to the 
Championship through the 
play-offs, with Ofoborh 
playing his part in the 
Wembley final. 

The former Tottenham 
yo u t h  p l aye r  t o o k  t o 
Instagram to thank his 
fo r mer  c lub  and  a l so 
express his readiness for a 
new start with Rangers.

“As this chapter in my life 
closes, I just want to thank 
AFC Bournemouth for 
taking me in at 16 and 
helping me grow into the 
player I am today,” he 
wrote. 

ormer Flying Eagles Fmidfielder, Nnamdi 
O f o b o r h ,  h a s 

completed his move to 
S c o t t i s h  c h a m p i o n s , 
Glasgow Rangers, from 
A F C  B o u r n e m o u t h , 
according to reports. 

The 21-year-old signed a 
four-year pre-contract with 
the Gers in February, after 
r e j e c t i n g  a  c o n t r a c t 
e x t e n s i o n  w i t h  t h e 
Cherries, where he made 
just five senior appearances. 

O f o b o r h  s p e n t  l a s t 
season on-loan at League 
One Wycombe Wanderers, 
w h e r e  h e  m a d e  2 5 
appearances in what was a 
truncated season, scoring 

' T i g e r s  s t a r , DMichael Eric, has 
ruled himself  out 

of  the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games after recovering from 
COVID-19, according to 
reports. 

The 33-year-old was one 
of  the 49 players invited last 
week to camp by Coach 
M i k e  B r o w n  f o r 
preparations in the United 
States. 

Eric, who made his debut 
for the team at the 2019 
FIBA men's  Basketbal l 
Wo r l d  C u p  i n  C h i n a , 
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  d e s p i t e 
recovering from COVID-19, 
his body was not in the best 

physical shape to compete in 
Tokyo. 

“I'm deeply saddened to 
announce that I will not be 
able to represent my country, 
Niger ia ,  in  th i s  year ' s 
Olympics in Japan. During 
the last two and half  weeks, 
my health and physical 
s h a p e  we n t  t h r o u g h  a 
traumatic (time) that will 
m a k e  m e  m i s s  t h i s 
tournament, “Eric wrote on 
Instagram. 

“I tested positive for 
COVID-19 and experienced 
very aggressive symptoms to 
the extent that I was advised 
not to try any physical 
activity during my isolation 

period.
“Part of  this isolation 

period coincides with the 
first week of  the national 
team training camp. With 
multiple negative tests, I 
wanted to be part of  the 
camp even though my body 
was in no physical shape to 
compete. 

“Ultimately, despite my 
all-out efforts to recover, it 
was not possible for me to get 
ready in time to meet the 
demands of  representing 
Nigeria at the Olympics at 
the level that the national 
team deserves. 

“Being an Olympian has 
been my lifelong dream but I 
know I must do what is right 
for my health and wellbeing 
and above all for the team's 
bene f i t .  Rega in ing  my 
strength and recovering over 
time so I can come back 
stronger, rather than rushing 
to play at this summer 
(Olympics) is what is best for 
me and our team. 

“I pray once again to 
compete in future for my 
country as it is one of  the 
greatest honours of  my 
professional career. 

“Nigerians are known for 
being resilient and I am 
already working hard to 
come back and give my all on 
the court. I wish my brothers 
best of  luck as they continue 
to represent our country to 
the best of  their ability.” 

Ofoborh completes Glasgow
Rangers move

COVID-19 forces D'Tigers star,
Eric out of Olympics

Shut up and work, Dare tells Rohr

Drogba welcomes Daka to the Premier League

Ofoborh

Dare, Rohr

Eric dunks for D’TigersEric dunks for D’TigersEric dunks for D’Tigers DakaDakaDaka



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Afam	Echi,	08137914644

ISSN: 2736-0512     MONDAY, JULY 2, 2021     VOL. 2  NO. 78 Pg. 2

Pg. 13

f  we really want our votes to Icount without being either 
counted for or against the 

political decision taken, there is 
need to begin to create more 
awareness for the citizens to 
ensure that they register online 
for the ongoing continuous 
voters registration that started 
Monday, 28 June, 2021.

When voters are counted, the 
question will be, will you be 
among those counted eligible to 
vote? According to the Resident 
Electoral Commissioner (REC) 
of  Imo State, Prof. Francis 
Ezeonu who once told me that 
what is at stake is the future and 
fortune of  Ndigbo and not 
INEC. Those periods that he 
went himself  with his team to the 
communities sensitizing the 
citizens on the need to register 
and vote when the time comes 
remain green.  

I have canvassed that our 
political decisions determine our 
economic position, that political 
decision can only be driven when 
you have the ticket to vote, which 
i s  the  voters '  card.  The 
lackadaisical and lukewarm 
attitude of  some citizens as it 
regards the registration process 
will not and does not provide the 
explanation when the wrong 
people are voted into power.

When citizens do not come out 
to vote, the politicians have 
opportunity to rig elections, so 
that the need for political apathy 
is not accommodated. INEC 
must  be  commended for  
providing the online platform to 
expand the registration to enable 
more participants enroll. INEC 
has continued to promise of  free, 
fair and credible elections and 
that assurance has been followed 
by opening the space for more 
registration.

This is indeed a milestone for 
our nation as it is the first time 
where voters can pre-enroll from 

the comfort of  their homes 
before being scheduled for 
biometric capture at INEC 
offices nationwide. For years, 
citizens have clamoured for the 
inclusion of  more technology to 
accurately capture voters' data 
and biometrics; this is a step in 
the right direction.

The CVR exercise is for 
citizens who are 18 years and 
above and have never registered 
to vote lost or damaged their , 
PVC want to transfer their  , 
voting location have  and 
registered but had problems 
during the past elections. INEC 
has cautioned against double 
registration. Anybody that tells 
you that your votes do not count, 
that  is  another game of  
distraction and denial of  civic 
right. According to Aisha 
Yesufu, “If  your votes don't 
count why are politicians paying 
for them”.

There are 84004084 registered 
voters in Nigeria, the question 
remains are you among this huge 
number and more to come after 
this round of  registration. We 
have 176846 polling units in 
Nigeria and 18 registered 

political parties. For me, the 
political parties are the drivers of  
the votes while the voters are the 
passengers and deciders of  our 
economic wellbeing and welfare.

The call for marginalization 
can only come to near to being 
a d d r e s s e d  w h e n  t h e  
consciousness of  our people in 
terms of  voting in election is 
heightened. Elections are not 
won by mouth but by casting 
your votes and those votes can 
only be bought for increased 
impact if  the citizens come out in 
their numbers and register for 
those who have not registered.  
S t a k e h o l d e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  

southeast should begin to create 
town halls meetings majorly on 
sensitizing the people on the 
need to come out and register 
and be eligible to vote during 
elections. There is no gainsaying 
that the only marginalization 
that the southeast zone has given 
to itself  is the apathy that it has 
created for itself. If  the zone can 
conquer the 'I don't care attitude' 
concerning election, then 
addressing the marginalization is 
not impossible. 

The state governments of  the 
zone should give 2-week public 
holidays for citizens to go and 
register. The campaign for votes 

can only make political sense if  
there are votes to canvass. If  there 
are none, the essence of  political 
campaign is defeated. It is when 
the politicians are sure that the 
people have adequately and 
copiously registered in their 
numbers, that the justification for 
canvass for votes can play at the 
center of  politics otherwise it will 
be a wild goose chase, no, it will 
be 'beating in the air'.

The media must devote pages 
for the continuous write and 
speak of  this issue until it gains 
ground. I am not averse to the fact 
that no development can take 
place until political decisions are 
made. I commend the REC of  
Imo, Prof. Ezeonu who has 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
electorate to take a break of  their 
busy schedules, check the nearest 
registration center and register 
because it is only the political 
system/decision that can change 
the narrative. 

A good political system put in 
place by collective votes can kill 
the mosquito in your room. I keep 
telling citizens that the political 
decisions we make can cure or 
aggravate the malaria of  your 
child. A good political decision 
can provide that job you are 
looking for. A good political 
decision can give constant 
electricity and improve the level 
of  business in the states. There is 
difference between the political 
decisions one takes and the 
mosquito that bites one at night. 
The voters' card apart from the 
Bible is the most important 
document that citizens should 
not joke with, because it has the 
potentialities to make or mar. 
That decision can only happen 
when you have registered and got 
your voters' card. Have you got 
yours, if  not, go on! The door of  
the registration is wide enough 
and none should feel restricted 
since INEC has not restricted 
you, why should you?.

INEC Registration: Need for South East 
electorate to participate in CVR

Politics

By Chigozie Uzosike

The voters' card apart from the Bible is the most important 
document that citizens should not joke with, because it has 
the potentialities to make or mar. That decision can only 

happen when you have registered and got your voters' card. 
Have you got yours, if  not, go on! The door of  the 

registration is wide enough and none should feel restricted 
since INEC has not restricted you, why should you.
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2023: Samdaddy charges
Igbo to participate in
voters’ registration

Ex-Abia commissioner
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