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a n y  N i ge r i a n s  a r e  Ms h o c k e d  t h a t  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  

(NASS) have faltered again when an 
opportunity presented itself for our 
leg is la ture  to  advance  our  
democracy. Tongues are wagging 
strongly in serious condemnation 
of the rejection of the electronic 
transmission of electoral results by 
National Assembly. 

This amendment which forms 
part of the longed sought after 
electoral reforms craved for in the 
last election was expected to 
improve the transparency of our 
electoral system and give credibility 
to the system as is the case with 
many other democracies but the 
NASS’ decision on the matter has 
put paid to the dream.

The commentaries on the issue are 
like different strokes for different 
people. Some political observers 
have adjudged the Senate’s decision 
as unconstitutional given that it 
seeks to divest the Independence 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) of its constitutional powers 
to conduct election and investing 
s a m e  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Communication Commission 
(NCC)

Section 78 of the Constitution  
which yields the power to organize, 
undertake and supervise all 
elections to INEC went further to 
restrain that INEC operations shall 
not be subject to the direction of 
anybody or authority. To the extent 
of this inconsistency the Senate 
decision could be thrown out if 
challenged in a competent court.

Aside constitutional provision, 
many others have dubbed the NASS  
action as hypocritical in its 
approach, lamenting that in an age 
w h e r e  t h e  g o ve r n m e n t  i s  
trumpeting and encouraging the use 
of Information Communication 
Technology (ICT) in driving 
administrative processes to achieve 
credible outcome, its political 
leadership is now shying away from 
adopting same for such a critical 
issue as election.

Virtually all those who shut down 
the electronic transmission process 
are beneficiaries of the electronic 

banking system, have been 
benef ic iar ies  of  automated  
processes in various transactions 
that they undertake in their 
everyday activities including the 
telecommunications system. What 
then is the impossibility adopting a 
related process to transmit result.

The argument that majority of the 
areas cannot be connected flies in 
the face of the successes recorded by 
commercial institutions especially 
monetary and telecoms business 
outfits  who stil l  car ry out 
transactions in same areas. 
Transmission of results could be as 
s imple  as  deploying phone 
communicat ion or  sate l l i te  
resource. 

One of the draw backs of our 
democracy is the inability of the 
electoral process to throw up 
credible leadership. The system has 
since been running on a doubtful 
process characterized by outright 
rigging and purchase of votes. The 
decisions of the electorate have not 
been allowed to count and the result 
has remained bad governance. It has 
been an endless process.

Many Nigerians would not be 
faulted with their strong suspicions 
that all bothered on the intention of 
the ruling class to continually rig 
and defraud the process and keep 
the nation backward running in 
pains. Nigeria would have been seen 
a notch higher among advancing 
democracies if it had taken the bold 
step to grab the opportunity. 

Feeling the pulse of the people and 
the attendant reaction it is very 
clear the NASS decision is a 
departure from the opinions of the 
generality of the people and that is 
not democratic. It is simply a 
reflection of the selfish interest of a 
minority privileged class who do 
not appreciate the relevance and 
importance of good governance.

News Echo wishes to request the 
President to withhold assent to the 
bill while causing a review of the 
entire exercise to ensure that 
appropriate technology is deployed 
in the areas that may prove 
challenging. This is possible if the 
leadership is committed to a 
transparent electoral process.
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finished the construction work, 
and supplied the furniture inside it. 
Okorocha's followers maintain 
that Uzodinma has no clout to 
control Imo APC structure as 
Okorocha did, despite the fact he is 
the governor now.

The argument is based on the 
story that Imo APC is fractured 
into various cells, with Okorocha 
controlling the bulk of  the 
members via his former Aides and 
others who benefited through his 
“Babiala” reign.

It is said that Uzodinma loyalists 
are just his “CampHope” Group, 
who are mainly PDP members in 
spirit, but only APC in name since 
they had no alternative than to 
follow their principal into APC 
after he won his case in Supreme 
Court.

The story is that real APC 
members in Imo State are those 
who followed Okorocha through 
APGA to the new party in 2013 
when APC was formed, and have 
remained in APC until the “fair 
weather” politicians whose only 
presence in Imo APC is that 
Uzodinma is the Governor, and 
not that they are APC members in 
the real sense.

These are the people who were 
given opportunity to join APC 
during its revalidation exercise that 
is still on in the State, the argument 
said. Whatever be the case, it is 
glaring that Imo APC, despite 
being in power has created a lot of  
distractions and problems for Imo 
people they came to govern.

And there is no gain saying that 
this problem in the party has 
diverted enough energy that 
should have been used by 
government to tackle Imo 
problems.  The Imo APC problem 
has permeated into all sectors of  
the state leaving the masses 
confused. Imo masses have been 
pleading to the war lords in Imo 
APC to sheath their swords and 
face Governance to no avail.

But the worrying question is: 
When will Imo APC know peace 
and face governance?

despite fervently struggling to get a 
grip of  Imo APC now, will lose the 
fight in the end. The APC National 
Secretariat has said that it wants to 
make peace between Uzodinma 
and Okorocha, for the party to 
have enough strength to confront 
the PDP, which it recognized has 
strong followership in the State.

The argument from the party is 
that it cannot afford to lose 
Okorocha and his followers, 
including Araraume and others in 
the National Assembly because of  
Uzodinma. But the million naira 
questions are; Is Uzodinma ready 
to play second fiddle with 
Okorocha in Imo APC? Can he 
control the party structure 
effectively with an Okorocha in the 
party? Can two Captains be in the 
same Ship?

On the side of  Okorocha: will he 
accept to genuf lect  before 
Uzodinma as his Supreme Leader 
in Imo APC? Will Okorocha agree 
to share the APC structure in Imo 
with Uzodinma assuming the 
Governor agrees?

These are the pertinent issues 
now tearing the ruling APC party 
in the State apart, while the 
citizens' watch with bewilderment 
how leadership has been sacrificed 
in the state at the altar of  ego war 
while the State and masses suffer.  
As it stands now, it is clear that 
Uzodinma will not relinquish an 
inch of  Imo APC to Okorocha.

The reason is that when 
Okorocha was governor he was the 
supreme leader of  APC in Imo 
State and never condoned 
alternative voice in the party. 
Therefore, how can it get to the 
turn of  Uzodinma and the status 
quo wants to be changed,Pundits 
ask?

Already, Uzodinma's close 
Allies have said that Imo APC will 
be more peaceful and manageable 
if  only Okorocha will show his 
back at the door. They say that 
Okorocha cannot be controlled, 
because he is not a team player, 
except where he is on top and in-
charge.

In the other way round, the 
Okorocha camp said that no 
person can push him out of  a 
house he saw to its foundation, 

who suddenly forgot how he did 
everything within his power as a 
s i t t i n g  G ove r n o r  t o  s t o p  
Uzodinma from succeeding him.

At  tha t  Ai r por t  d rama,  
Okorocha had moved to shake 
Uzodinma in the presence of  
Oshiomhole, Governor Fayemi 
and some other APC big shots. 
U z o d i n m a ,  a f t e r  s h a k i n g  
Okorocha's hand joking said “I 
don catch you”. Oshiomhole who 
heard that quickly followed it up 
with a strange song which all them 
followed to sing.

After Uzodinma had settled 
down as Governor, Okorocha 
presented some of  his demands to 
the new Governor which includes 
disbanding some of  the panels set 
up by Ihedioha to look into the 
Okorocha eight years outing. 
Unfortunately, Uzodinma refused, 
allowing the panels to continue 
with their jobs.

While that was still raging, the 
issue of  Okigwe Senatorial bye-
election came up. It was this 
election that Araraume also 
measured his own new political 
relationship with Uzodinma 
whom he had escorted into Imo 
State on the day of  his swearing-in.

Araraume was shocked when 
rather than support his dream of  
returning to the Senate, the 
Governor went and brought out a 
young man, Frank Ibezim to 
confront Araraume. The matter 
went through APC primary, to the 
Courts, and finally Ibezim 
inaugurated today as the Senator 
representing Araraume and 
Okigwe Zone in the Red Chamber. 
Therefore, Imo APC has been at 
war with self, following internal 
crisis rocking the party. 

Now,having humiliated Senator 
Araraume in Okigwe Zone, caged 
Okorocha in Orlu Zone through 
Government Whitepaper, and 
chased Ihedioha out of  office 
t h r o u g h  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  
Uzodinma  sees himself  as the 
only Cock that crows in Imo 
politics.

Presently, the latest battle 
ragging is for the soul of  Imo APC, 
a party which Okorocha insists he 
brought into Imo State. However, 
indications are that Okorocha 

Senator Hope Uzodinma.
Shockingly and bewildered, 

Okorocha lost his “Baby” when 
U z o d i n m a  e m e r g e d  t h e  
Governorship candidate of  the 
party. He did everything possible 
to regain the APC governorship 
ticket for his son in-law, which till 
date ended in a bizarre legal 
“Lockdown”.

This was the genesis of  the crisis 
that has trailed Imo APC up till 
now. However, there was a lull in 
the war after  the Peoples 
Democratic Party; PDP won the 
2019 Governorship through Rt 
Hon Emeka Ihedioha.

Since the enemy of  my enemy is 
my friend, Senator Uzodinma 
(APC), Senator Ifeanyi Araraume 
(APGA) and Uche Nwosu (AA,) 
(representing Okorocha in this 
battle) all teamed up to give 
Ihedioha a fight of  his political life.

Okorocha had to put all his 
efforts in removing Ihedioha when 
he saw that some of  the Judicial 
Panels set up by the Ihedioha 
Administration were gradually 
closing their nooses near the ex-
Governor's neck. So, as Ihedioha 
demolished his challengers along 
the line from the Tribunal to Lower 
Courts, Okorocha who fought 
Uzodinma to finish, even though 
he  f lew APC f lag  in  the  
Governorship race, reconciled 
with Uzodinma and Araraume to 
form a big cabal to remove 
Ihedioha from office.

On January 15, 2020 when 
Uzodinma was sworn-in as 
Governor, Okorocha, Uche 
Nwosu and Araraume were at 
Heroes Square Owerri to witness 
the event. They even asked their 
followers to join forces with the 
Uzodinma followers, as it was 
assumed that the fight was over, 
since their common enemy, 
Ihedioha, has at last left Douglas 
House.

Even Uche Nwosu who ran 
under Action Alliance, AA, 
automatically became APC 
member. But political prophets 
who saw what happened at Sam 
Mbakwe Airport Owerri  the day 
Uzodinma arrived Imo from 
Abuja to be sworn-in, sensed that it 
was not yet uhuru for Okorocha, 

he ruling All Progressive TCongress, APC, has not 
known peace in Imo State 

prior to, and after the 2019 general 
elections. Unfortunately, this 
restiveness within the party has 
also affected the entire Imo State, 
because it is the APC that is in 
power,  and occupying the  
Government House, Owerri.

It follows to say that the body 
cannot be healthy when the head is 
devastated. APC, in the first place, 
appeared in the Imo political 
lexicon in 2013 when the party was 
freshly birthed, and then sitting 
G ove r n o r,  O we l l e  Ro c h a s  
Okorocha brought the party into 
Imo State, after dumping the All 
Progress Grand Alliance, APGA, 
under which platform he won his 
first term in 2011.

Okorocha continued to nurse 
APC as a private business and 
tailored it towards his political 
permutations, and especially for 
producing a successor, until some 
other political heavy weights began 
to join the party for the general 
elections. The former Governor 
had a firm grip on the party and 
produced freshly minted youths as 
members of  National Assembly, 
and Imo House of  Assembly.

But when it came to producing 
who succeeds him things got 
tough, as Okorocha could not be 
left alone to handle that all 
important aspect. Despite his deep 
pocket and large followership as a 
s i t t ing  Gover nor  tha t  has  
patronages to dispense, he met a 
brick wall in his bid to foist a 
successor.

Okorocha's belief  that he had 
Imo APC in his pocket got a jolt 
when it was not feasible for him to 
determine how the 2019 Imo 
Governorship ticket panned out. In 
short, Okorocha could not produce 
his perceived successor, which was 
his son in-law Chief  Uche Nwosu.

Eventually, the rug was pulled 
off  his feet, through a high wired 
political conspiracy, hatched by the 
former National Chairman of  
A P C ,  C o m r a d e  A d a m  
Osh iomhole  and  the  now 
incumbent Governor of  Imo State, 
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ave you realized that Hthere is only one you in 
the whole universe? 

There is something spectacular 
about you. There are things that 
are unique with you. There are 
things that only you can do. This is 
why you are who you are - you!

But you cannot be yourself, 
fulfill your dreams and live to the 
fullest without knowing who you 
are, what you are, where you are, 
where you are going, what you 
want to do, how to do them and 
when to do them?

Who are you?
If  you can answer the above 

question honestly, you will go 
places. Know yourself. Be true to 
yourself. Who you are defines 
what you are, who you will be and 
what you will be. Where you are 
determines where you will be. 
Your tomorrow is a function of  
your today. Your future starts now.

Are you contented with 
yourself ? Are you happy with 
whom you are? If  there is one thing 
you will like to change about 
whom you are, what will it be? 
Probe yourself  for an earnest 
answer - and then do the needful. 
You are the one to tell yourself  the 
bitter truth so say it the way it is 
and face the reality.

What are you?
What are the things that define 

you? What are the things that 
inspire you? What motivates you? 
What is your greatest challenge? 
What are the problems you have? 
Discover them, list them in the 
order of  hierarchy or importance - 
and then provide solutions for 
them. The only thing that will 
make you prominent and fulfilled 
is the problem you solve. And the 
more the problems you solve, the 
better.

It is one thing to discover a need 
but it is another thing to fulfill it 
right and in time. Time and space 
play very important roles in the 
how of  our lives. What you do is 
important but how you do it is 
more important and where you do 
it is most important. So how do 
you do the things you do and why? 
Approach and method count.

Where are you?
Do you know where you are 

now in relation to where you are 
going? What effort did you make 
to get here? Are you satisfied? 
Where you are is the best place for 
you to continue where you are 
going - and you have everything 
you need for the journey. Look 
around. See oppor tunities.  
Harness your potential.  Dream 
big. Conceive great ideas. Try new 
things. Stretch beyond the limit. 
Make things happen.

How are you?
Your state of  mind determines 

your state of  being. At every given 
time, how you feel affects what you 
think, what you say and what you 
do so feed your mind right. It is no 
more “garbage in garbage out” as 

on getting in, some of the garbage 
will stay! What you consume 
controls your composition and 
disposition. Your disposition 
affects your output which depends 
on the input.

Look back with a wholesome 
introspection. Review your 
activities. Score yourself. Are you 
happy with the result? Do you have 
any regrets? Cry, if  you wish! 
Laugh at your mistakes. Celebrate 
your successes. Do that which can 
make you be at your best, now.

Discover yourself. Prepare for 
the task ahead. It will not be an 
easy one but it is surmountable. 
Look around and redefine your 
life. Set your priorities right. 

Reinvigorate the burning desire for 
uncommon success. Rise up with 
the winner's mindset. Set forth for 
laudable achievements. Go for the 
trophy.

You are in the world of  endless 
opportunities yet opportunities 
don't come easy and cheap. You 
must discover them. Task your 
brain and think. Think big. 
Conceive ideas, great ideas to 
bring forth your dominant 
aspirations. Work the work. Do it 
right. Pay the price – the right price 
– for that which you desire. Yes 
everything has a price.

Coming this far, appreciate who 
and what you are where you are, 
anyhow. Laugh at yourself. 

Review your failures. Celebrate 
your successes – and they are 
many. Dance to your favorite 
music. Eat your best food. Rejoice 
and be glad for it would have been 
worse.

Put your past where it belongs – 
the past. Be prepared and very 
well. Sit up. Fasten your seatbelt 
for the journey ahead. Get the best 
of  now – the present while 
planning for a better, glorious 
future!

Where you are going is far better 
than where you were coming from 
but the path is crooked and full of  
bumps. The place is more 
challenging and also tougher but 
you cannot go back except to 

retro
gress 

a n d  
d i e  s o  

e m b r a c e  
the odds. Dare 

t o  succeed, and you will 
succeed real well. Success is more 
of  a direction than a destination. 
Get the success directory. Read 
and study it very well. The new 
phase of  the journey is about to 
start.

Do all you can to be healthy and 
enjoy good health? There is no 
alternative to good health. Even in 
the dictionary health comes before 
wealth yet health remains an 
indispensable wealth. Work – 
physical and mental work - is one 
of  the things that guarantees good 
health for it stretches the body 
system and brings about exercise 
needed to keep fit and keeps going. 
With good health, you can go 
places, create wealth, become 
wealthy and rule the world – your 
world.

Within you and around you are 
all you need to have a fulfilled life 
that you can end well and die 
empty – discover them. Use them 
maximally for optimal results.

The secrets for good health and 
good success are almost the same 
and interwoven. They exist in 
every human endeavour and in 
every place – and some people 
have discovered and used them 
maximally for excellence. These 
secrets are on pages of  books – 
good books. Look for the books 
and get them. Read and study 
books – great books, and you will 
become great.

To make it in life and make it 
real good, you must mingle with 
like minds. Iron sharpens iron. 
The company you keep will affect 
your mindset and vision. Good 
companionship is valueless – court 
it. Life is all about give and take. 
The measure you give will likely 
determine the measure you will 
get.

Luck and chance can happen to 
anyone but nothing can pay more 
dividend than work – good and 
smart work. There are treasures in 
calculated toils. Do your work 
with diligence and you will get a 
bountiful harvest.

L o v e  i s  m a g i c a l  a n d  
transformational. Love yourself, 
love people, and love what you do. 
With love, deal with your fears. 
There is nothing anyone can do 
against you if  your hands are 
clean. Tribulations may come but 
they will never overwhelm and 
overpower you.

In all you do, your family comes 
first. There is a reason you come 
from that family. Do the best you 
can for your family.  Live 
responsibly and responsively in 
your family with your family 
members.

Discover yourself  and the things 
you are good at and then be true to 
yourself. When you discover your 
niche and do what you know best 
in it, you will realize that the best 
competition is to compete with 
yourself.

Congratulations and elbow 
grease as you get to the top.

“

“

Competing with self 

To make it in life and make it real good, you must mingle 
with like minds. Iron sharpens iron. The company you keep 
will affect your mindset and vision. Good companionship is 

valueless – court it. Life is all about give and take. The measure 
you give will likely determine the measure you will get. Luck 
and chance can happen to anyone but nothing can pay more 

dividend than work – good and smart work. There are treasures 
in calculated toils. Do your work with diligence and you will 

get a bountiful harvest. Love is magical and transformational. 
Love yourself, love people, and love what you do. With love, 
deal with your fears. There is nothing anyone can do against 
you if  your hands are clean. Tribulations may come but they 

will never overwhelm and overpower you.



roads with their vehicles. We 

have poor leadership that is 

highly corrupt and since creation 

U m u o k p o ,  E m e a b i a m ,  

Okolochi had never seen tarred 

road and yet they feed Imo State 

w i t h  t h e i r  m i n e r a l  a n d  

agricultural resources".

When reached on mobile 

telephone, Commissioner of  

Works, Hon. Ralph Nwosu, said 

t h a t  g o ve r n m e n t  w o u l d  

complete the Nekede/Ihiagwa 

Roads at the specific time, 

affirming that work is ongoing 

on the road, urging the residents 

to continue to bear with 

government who he said meant 

well. He also blamed the rain and 

insecurity to the slow of  the road 

project.

News Echo understood that 

the said Nekede/Ihiagwa road 

has totally collapsed with the 

contractor dilly- dallying in 

completing the road project. The 

contractors are not doing 

anything now on the roads.

are not helping us in any form. 
They have used us and dumped 
us. They are just waiting for 2023 
when they would jump the bad 
roads to come and canvass for 
votes. They had promised 
heaven on earth with nothing to 
show for it. They only induce 
e l ec to ra te  w i th  peanut s,  
wrapper, t-shirts, rice, beans, 
onions, tomatoes, indomie 
noodles, tubbers of  yam among 
other incentives. Some times 
they give gullible youths #2000 
or 3000 each to vote for them in 
an election leading them to 
fighting and causing mayhem, 
f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  d e c a y e d  
infrastructure".

Nwokedi lamented that the 

Umuokpo and Emeabiam 

rubber plantation which is the 

2nd largest rubber estate in Imo 

State after  Obit t i  r ubber 

plantation, saying the rubber 

plantation raises billions of  naira 

annually, but the communities 

have nothing in terms of  

infrastructure. They spoil the 

p e o p l e .  W e  
produce food in 
large quanti ty  
because our lands 
are fertile. Those 
from Ihiagwa, 
Nekede come to 
our place to buy 
food items and 
t a k e  t h e m  t o  
O w e r r i ,  
Portharcourt and 
A b a   f o r  
marketing, but 
today it is no 
longer so because 
of  bad state of  
roads. Our goods 
perish because of  
l a c k  o f  g o o d  
roads to convey 
t h e m  t o  t h e  
m a r k e t .  F l i e s  
cannot ply these 
roads now. You 
cannot even trek 
it. Imagine a road 
t h a t  i s  n o t  
trekable". 

According to 
N w o k e d i ,  
motorists "now 
divert to get to 
N e k e d e  O l d  
Road, following 
other paths, you 
enter bush paths, 
you jump from 
people's houses, 
f r o m  t h e i r  
b a c k y a r d s  t o  
avoid the Major 
Road which has 
totally collapsed. From Ihiagwa 
to Nekede will take you almost 
three hours not even to talk of  
Owerri. At times, motor would 
break down- getting a bike is 
hard. The Ihiagwa road is a no go 
area. 30 years ago Umuokpo, 
Emeabiam people used to follow 
Obibi to Ulakwo to Owerri. But 
since the roads spoilt, we now 
follow Ihiagwa to get to Owerri 
which cost us more. We cannot 
come out again not to talk of  
carrying farm products. I spend 
one thousand and two hundred 
naira to and fro everyday to 
Owerri. Where Okada used to 
charge #200 is now #300 or 
#350. Before it was #200 from 
Umuokpo and Emeabiam to 
Ihiagwa, now it is #400. 
Formerly we were paying 100 to 
150 from Ihiagwa to Owerri. It is 
300 or 400 today".

He blamed government for 
being lackadaisical about the 
road construction. He said 
"Politicians of  Owerri West are 
aw a r e  o f  t h e  d e c ay  o f  
infrastructure at the area. They 

decried are not judiciously used 
to develop the state.

She called on the government 
to declare state of  emergency on 
Owerri West roads especially 
Ez iobodo,  Okolochi  and  
Ihiagwa roads.

Also, in an interaction with 
Nwokedi Kingsley, a native of  
Umuokpo community,  he 
begged government to quickly 
c o m e  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  
U m u o k p o / E m e a b i a m ,  
Okolochi ,  Ez iobodo and  
Ihiagwa/Nekede residents to 
ease their suffering.

Nwokedi recounted how these 
communities missed a great 
opportunity of  getting their 
roads done even solidly due to 
myopic action of  the rescue 
mission administration of  the 
last administration led by 
Senator Rochas Okorocha who 
purportedly terminated the road 
project initiated and financed by 
an illustrious daughter of  the 
area, Betty Akeredolu, wife of  
Ondo State governor.

"Our illustrious sister, Betty 
Anyanwu, now wife of  the 
present Ondo State governor, 
O l u w a r o t i m i ,  o n  h e r  
magnanimity decided to tar the 
roads for us, that is from Ihiagwa 
down to Umuguma, crossing 
Eziobodo. The tarred road road 
which government stopped at 
the beginning of  Eziobodo, from 
Ihiagwa. She had started 
rehabilitating the roads, as sand 
(red mud) was on sight, but 
shockingly she could not 
continue the road project.

Reason being that Okorocha 
stopped the road project and 
allegedly asked the contractors to 
leave.

Rumor had it that she was 
stopped by Okorocha who said 
her working the roads by herself  
would demean him". 

"Okorocha listened to gossips 
of  his APC loyalists at Umuokpo 
and Emeabiam communities 
who also told him that the ring 
road by Betty Akeredolu would 
take away his glory, warranting 
him to stop the project initially 
credited to Okorocha, which is 
today compounding the woes of  
the residents. That was the end 
of  the road construction for 
U m u o k p o ,  E m e a b i a m ,  
Ez iobodo,  Okolochi  and  
Ihiagwa, Nekede link Roads.

The red mud poured on the 
abandoned roads, bumps and 
flooding make these roads a 
dungeon. As we speak, these 
roads have collapsed, affecting 
adversely commercial activities. 
We are thick rural (agrarian) 

ndigenes of  Umuokpo, IEmeabiam,  Ez iobodo,  
Okolochi, Nekede and 

Ihiagwa communities of  Owerri 
West Local Government Area of  
Imo State, have appealed to the 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  q u i c k l y  
r e c o n s t r u c t  
Umuokpo/Emeabiam/Ihiagwa, 
E z i o b o d o / I h i a g w a ,  
O k o l o c h i / I h i a g w a  a n d  
Ihiagwa/Nekede and other 
dilapidated roads to strengthen 
productivity and enhanced better 
living.

The residents believed that 
when these ring roads are 
speedily and solidly fixed, 
economic activities such as 
education, farming, trading and 
industrialization would be 
positively enhanced.

During a chat with News Echo 
Community Diary, the people 
requested government to explore 
every successful opportunity to 
building good roads, as well as fix 
dilapidated abandoned roads 
across the state, regretting the 
collapse of  roads which they said 
pose danger, apprehension, pains 
and agonies, suffering, especially 
cautioning politicians not to use 
the roads to syphone and launder 
public finances.

A farmer from Emeabiam 
community, Eze Achonwa, has 
urged government to set politics 
aside and build the roads in order 
to encourage productivity, peace 
and comfort. He said. "These 
roads are so important, hence we 
seek urgent intervention by state 
government otherwise the 
sufferings of  the people of  these 
areas would be aggravated by the 
steady rain, slowing down 
commercial, social and academic 
activities.

Most of  these dead trap roads 
have been done few years back, 
but due to their fragility and 
using of  low quality materials, 
they did not stand the taste of  
time. The money being generated 
from these communities could 
help to lift them to financial 
stability and comfort. "Where are 
the proceeds from Umuokpo, 
Emeabiam rubber plantation, 
sand mining", he asked.

Commenting, a trader from 
Eziobodo community, Nneoma 
Christy Duru, appealed to 
Governor Hope Uzodimma to 
do their roads to enable their 
businesses  move on and expand. 
She was bitter that no functional 
infrastructure is seen at the areas 
despite their financial inputs to 
the coffers of  the state which she 
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of Ihiagwa, Emeabiam, Umuokpo roads

By Ikenna Orioha

A section of the dilapidated Ihiagwa Road.



h e  H o u s e  o f  TRepresentatives'  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  

Public Petitions and the 
Department of  Petroleum 
Resources (DPR) are at 
daggers drawn over Dawes 
Island marginal field lost 
by Eurafric for holding the 
national asset without 
production and making it 
unviable for 17 years.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Pe t r o l e u m  Re s o u r c e  
through the Department 
of  Petroleum Resources 
(DPR) had awarded the 
f ield to Petralon 54 
Limited and its partners 
during the last bid round, a 
d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w a s  
countered by Eurafric 
through a petition to the 
House Committee on 
Petition.

The DPR had revoked 
the licences of  11 marginal 
field operators for non-
performance, including 
Dawes island marginal 
field located in OPL2006, 
Okrika, Rivers State.

DPR jus t i f i ed  the  
revocation of  the field 
licence on the ground that 
Dawes Island marginal 
field was operated by 
Euroafric energy Limited 
for over 16 years without 
significant progress to 
attain full production and 
failure to submit field 

Island marginal field to 
Petralon 54 Limited and its 
partners, arguing that the 
action did not comply with 
the principles of  equity 
and fair principles even 

development plan for the 
asset.

According to the DPR 
Director, Sarki Auwalu, 
the decision was taken in 
the best interest of  the 

igeria's imports of  

Nagricultural goods 
between January 

2017 and March 2021 
surpassed its exports in the 
period by N3.9tn. 

The total value of  trade 
in agricultural goods in the 
period under review was 
N 6 . 2 t n ,  c o m p r i s i n g 
N 5 . 0 4 t n  i m p o r t s  a n d 
N1.14tn exports, with a 
trade deficit of  N3.9tn. 

These  f i gu re s  were 
arrived at after an analysis 
o f  fore ign  t rade  data 
obtained from the website 
of  the National Bureau of  
Statistics. 

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  N i g e r i a 
generated N125.88bn from 
the export of  agricultural 
g o o d s  a n d  s p e n t 
N891.87bn on imports. 

Nigeria's agriculture 
exports in 2017 comprised 
largely sesamum seeds, 
cashew nuts, soya beans, 

and ginger, which were 
exported to China, India, 
Russia and Greece, among 
others. 

The import bill was 
dominated by durum wheat 
seeds, maize seed, and 
crude palm oil, which were 
imported from the United 
States, Canada, Australia, 
and Ghana. 

In 2018, the country's 
agriculture imports stood at 
N855.09bn, while goods 
worth N305.25bn were 
exported. 

Durum wheat, not in 
seeds, was the major driver 
of  agriculture imports 
during the year, followed by 
mackerel, herrings, and 
Faroe Island. 

Canada, Russia, United 
States, Japan, and Chile 
were some of  the countries 
Nigeria imported from, 
w h i l e  V i e t n a m , 
Netherlands, Italy and 

I n d o n e s i a  w e r e  t h e 
country's largest agriculture 
exports destinations. 

Goods exported to these 
c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d e d 
fermented Nigerian cocoa 
beans, frozen shrimps, and 
prawns. 

The Vice President at 
N i ge r i a  A g r i b u s i n e s s 
Group, Emmanuel Ijewere, 
warned about the possible 
consequences of  the trade 
def ic i t  in  agr icul tural 
products. 

He said, “This deficit 
creates unemployment, 
increases  the level  of  
pover ty,  and hampers 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development. Our future is 
being compromised as the 
younger generation is being 
told that there is guaranteed 
future. 

“Therefore, as a means 
of  self-preservation, these 
young ones will be forced to 

carry arms if  the current 
situation lingers.” 

H e  a d v i s e d  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t a k e 
proactive steps to close the 
deficit gap. 

Ijewere said, “First and 
foremost ,  the  Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d 
reorient  i tsel f  to stop 
talking without taking 
act ions.  I t  i s  c lear  to 
everybody that Nigeria's 
future is not in oil but in 
agriculture.  Expor t  in 
Nigeria is being treated 
with ignominy; the entire 
p r o c e s s  o f  ex p o r t i n g 
agricultural products is 
cumbersome and rife with 
i n e f f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t 
discourage exports. 

“Thus, this is the time for 
the government to adopt a 
better attitude towards 
agriculture and create an 
enabling environment that 
w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  l o c a l 
producers to export.”

w h e n  a v a i l a b l e  
information suggests that 
Eurafric had not financial 
or material investment in 
the assets development, 
l e a d i n g  t o  n o n -

nation. The House of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s '  
Committee on Public 
Petitions was, however, 
quoted to have reversed the 
DPR's award of  Dawes 

performance.
But the Committee on 

its part, said the three 
companies should benefit 
from any re-award of  the 
asset, which it said should 
b e  r e s t o r e d  t o  p r e -
revocation status in the 
interest of  equity and 
national interest. It alleged 
that there was an ulterior 
motive in re-awarding the 
licence to Petralon 54 
alone, when Eurafric and 
Tako, Petralon 54 were 
supposed to be punished 
for the same offence.

Though, the Committee 
on Public Petitions is yet to 
present its report on the 
matter, there have been 
widespread report the 
contract had been revoked 
by the House Committee.

However, oil and gas 
experts declared that the 
House of  Representatives 
lacked the power to reverse 
oilfields' award done by 
the regulator.

Firing the first salvo, the 
immediate past Chairman, 
Society of  Petroleum 
Engineers, Joe Nwakwe, 
said that there is a clear 
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t we e n  
r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  
governance, calling for 
caution in a bit not to send 
a wrong signal to investors 
because of  interference 
with regulation.

BusinessBusinessBusiness
Monday, July 19, 2021

Page 8

Reps, DPR square up over oilfield revocation, awards
Nigerian House of Reps.Nigerian House of Reps.Nigerian House of Reps.

Nigeria records N3.9tn agric trade
deficit in four years



 m a j o r  d r u g  

Ak i n g p i n  i n  
Anambra State, 

Okeke Chijioke, 44, has 
been arrested by operatives 

he Inspector-General Tof  Police, IGP, has 
charged an Abuja-

b a s e d  w o m a n ,  M r s 
C h i n y e r e  A m u c h i e n a 
Igwegbe,  for  a l legedly 
blackmailing and supplying 
false information against a 
former Governor of  Imo 
State, Dr Ikedi Ohakim.

Mrs Igwegbe is to be tried 
on Monday, July 19, at the 
High Court of  the Federal 
Capital Territory, FCT, on 
c h a r g e s  o f  m a k i n g 
unsubstantiated allegations 
against the ex-governor and 
one Chinedu Okpareke to 
police.

In a petition to the IGP, 
Mrs Igwegbe had accused 
Ohakim of  conspiracy, 
c r iminal  in t imidat ion, 
defamation of  character, 
attempted kidnapping and 
threat to her life.

She also alleged paying to 
Ohakim a sum of  N500M 

for the purchase of  a land in 
Lagos during the 2019 
general elections.

The  po l i ce  however 
claimed that the allegations 
were unsubstantiated during 
their investigation and that 
t h e y  w e r e  a i m e d  a t 
blackmailing her victims.

In a four-count criminal 
c h a r g e  m a r k e d 
CR/187/2021 already filed 
against her, Mrs Igwegbe 
who lives at Apo District of  
Abuja was said to have, in 
the petition, raised false 
allegations of  conspiracy, 
intimidation, attempted 
kidnapping and threat to life 
against the former governor.

Igwegbe, among other 
false information, alleged 
that Ohakim alongside 
Okpareke threatened to 
release a nude photograph 
of  her to the general public 
through social media.

A l t h o u g h  p o l i c e 

authorities arrested the 
former governor and filed 
criminal charges against 
him, Igwegbe was later 
arrested when it was found 
that  al legations in her 
p e t i t i o n  w e r e 
unsubstantiated claims.

She was ar rested by 
police operatives at the 
premises of  the Federal High 
Court in Abuja after a court 
session where the Inspector 
General  of  Pol ice  had 
applied to withdraw the 
charge against the former 
governor.

However,  an  ear l i e r 
attempt to arraign her on the 
four-count charges could not 
hold due to non-availability 
of  the case file in the court 
prompting police to shift the 
arraignment to July 19.

In the charge signed by 
Mat thew Omasun and 
Rotshang Faith Dimka, both 
of  the Legal/ Prosecution 

U n i t  o f  t h e  F o r c e 
Headquarters in Abuja, 
Igwegbe was accused of  
supplying false information 
to  the  pol ice  with  the 
intention to defame the 
former governor.

Count one of  the charge 
reads: “that you Chinyere 
Amuchienwa Igwegbe (f) of  
7b Emeida Estate Apo, 
Abuja, FCT, on or about 
August 14, 2020, within the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s 
h o n o u r a b l e  c o u r t  d i d 
furnish police authorities 
with false information and 
via allegations in a petition 
by your solicitors, Agala and 
Agala chambers to a public 
servant against (1) Dr. Ikedi 
O h a k i m  ( 2 )  C h i n e d u 
Okpareke on allegations of  
c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y, 
c r iminal  in t imidat ion, 
defamation of  character, 
attempted kidnapping and 
threat to life punishable with 

r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  h i s  
warehouse at 3 Atunya 
Street, Maryland Estate, 
N k w e l l e ,  O y i  L o c a l  
Government Area of  the 
state.

O k e k e ' s  a r r e s t  o n  
Saturday 10th July, 2021, 

were recovered. The suspect 
accepted ownership of  the 
substance recovered.

P r e l i m i n a r y  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  
established that tarkadol is a 
brand of  tramadol that has 
just been introduced into 
the  marke t  to  evade  
attention. The substance 
has also tested positive to 
amphetamine.

The drug was equally 
labeled 100mg pain reliever 
on its packs to avoid 
scrutiny, while laboratory 
tests confirmed it is a 225mg 
dr ug.  I t  was  fu r ther  
discovered that the drug was 
manufactured in India and 
smuggled into Nigeria 

of  the National Drug Law 
Enforcement  Agency,  
NDLEA, with 548,000 
t a b l e t s  o f  t r a m a d o l ,  
b randed  as  ta rkadol ,  

f o l l o w e d  c r e d i b l e  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  
s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  w h i c h  
confirmed he stocked his 
warehouse with the illicit 
drug. After the search of  his 
warehouse, the tablets 
weighing 302.5 kilograms 

without National Agency 
f o r  Fo o d  a n d  D r u g  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
C o n t r o l  ( N A F DA C )  
number or certification.

During the search of  the 
warehouse, a double barrel 
pump gun with three live 
cartridges, which licence 
expired since 2019, was also 
discovered and recovered.

This is even as operatives 
o f  t h e  B e n u e  S t a t e  
Command of  the NDLEA 
on road patrol in Apir 
v i l l age  on  14 th  Ju ly  
intercepted and seized 
28,400 capsules of  tramadol 
f r o m  o n e  D a n k a w u  
Madaki, who hails from 
Misah LG, Bauchi State.

imprisonment, which could 
not be substantiated and 
thereby  commit ted  an 
offence punishable under 
section 140 of  the Penal 
Code laws of  Northern 
Nigeria.

In count two, the police 
accused her of  furnishing 
the police authorities with 
f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i a 
allegations in a petition 
against Dr. Ikedi Ohakim on 
the false allegations that 
“you paid Dr.Ikedi Ohakim 
the sum of  N500 million 
naira for the purchase of  a 
land in Lagos during the 
2019 election, an allegations 
w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e 
substantiated.”

In count three, she was 
accused of  “intentionally 
exposing her genital organs 
and intentionally caused 
distress to other parties and 
that you did so with a selfie 
video with intention of  
deriving sexual pleasure 
from such act and you 
thereby  commit ted  an 
offence punishable under 
section 26(3) of  the violence 
a g a i n s t  p e r s o n s 
(prohibition) Act, 2015.”

T h e  o f f e n c e s  a r e 
punishable under sections 
140, of  the Penal Code laws 
of  Northern Nigeria and 
section 26 (3) of  the Violence 
A g a i n s t  P e r s o n s 
(prohibition) Act, 2015.
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out of  the Senate chamber in 
p r o t e s t  t o  r e g i s t e r  m y  
displeasure; hence my absence 
during the voting session.

“Before walking out of  the 
Senate chamber, I didn't fail to 
tell the Senate President how 
disappointed I was by his action. 
It is my earnest belief  that the use 
of  technology in elections can 
signif icantly improve the 
efficiency and transparency of  
electoral conduct in Nigeria.

Ex-INEC boss knocks Senate 
for rejecting e-transmission 
proposal

A  f o r m e r  N a t i o n a l  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, Prof  Lai Olurode, 
has also described the passage of  
the Electoral Act (Amendment) 
Bill 2021 as half-hearted and 
would not do the public much 
good.

Olurode, who is also a former 
Head, Department of  Sociology, 
University of  Lagos, said this in 
an interview with newsmen. He 
said the condition attached to the 
a p p r o va l  f o r  e l e c t r o n i c  
transmission of  election results 
which mandated the INEC to get 
approval from the NCC was a 
way of  eroding the autonomy of  
the electoral commission.

Olurode said, “The first thing I 
can deduce is that the National 

existing technology to upload 
the results from polling units. 
The commission has uploaded 
results from polling units in 
Southern Ijaw with its difficult 
riverine and difficult terrain. The 
commission uploaded results 
from areas that are only 
accessible through human 
carriers.

Lawan disappointed me over 
electronic results transmission 
–Ifeanyi Ubah

The candidate of  the Young 
Progressives Party in the 
for thcoming November 6 
gover norship  e lec t ion  in  
Anambra State, Senator Ifeanyi 
Ubah, said he staged a walk-out 
from the Senate chamber on 
Thursday due to the attitude of  
the Senate President, Ahmad 
Lawan.

Ubah, who is representing 
Anambra South Senatorial 
District, is one of  the 28 senators 
who abstained from the physical 
headcount over the electronic 
transmission of  election results.

He stated this on Saturday in a 
statement titled, 'Putting the 
record straight on electronic 
transmission of  election results: 
My standpoint.' He said the 
Senate President frustrated his 
efforts to raise a point of  order 
over the controversial issue.

He said, “In l ine with 
parliamentary practice, I walked 

make laws but such powers must 
not be in conflict with and or at 
variance with the provisions of  
the constitution.

“ We  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  
implement the provisions of  the 
Electoral Act to the extent of  its 
c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  t h e  
constitution, as the constitution 
is the fundamental law of  the 
land. The commission will 
continue to build integrity and 
trust in the electoral process.

“The commission has piloted 
and continues to pilot various 
electronic solutions that will 
improve the integrity of  the 
electoral process. Presently, all 
the registered political parties 
upload the list and personal 
particulars of  their nominated 
candidates electronically.”

Okoye stated that domestic 
election observers and the media 
applied for accreditation to 
observe and cover elections 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  a n d  t h a t  
henceforth, political parties 
would submit the names and 
photographs of  their polling 
agents electronically.

He said, “The commission 
uploads Form EC8A, being 
polling unit results to a central 
viewing portal. Since 2020, the 
commission has been uploading 
these results from different parts 
of  the country.

“The commission has used 
and will continue to use the 

the various state, federal and 
senatorial district collation 
centres, and the state and 
national collation centres.

“ T h e  J o i n t  Te c h n i c a l  
Committee constituted by the 
commission and the Nigerian 
Communications Commission 
and made of  telecommunication 
operators met on March 9, 2018, 
and the consensus was that the 
requirements for the electronic 
transfer of  results proposed by 
INEC is practicable. The 
meeting, therefore, agreed that 
the solution that INEC wants to 
deploy is possible.

“We have the assurance of  the 
service providers that they have 
provided similar technological 
solutions to other agencies and 
have the capacity to deploy 
technology to cover a few blind 
spots.

“ T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  
continue to pilot different 
solutions bearing in mind that 
technology is dynamic and can 
limit human interference in the 
e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s .  T h e  
commission wants broad powers 
to deploy technology and is not 
in favour of  a particular solution 
being written into the law.

“The commission is a creation 
of  the constitution and the law 
and its powers are derived from 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  
constitution has also given the 
National Assembly the power to 

espite the rejection of  Delectronic transmission 
of  election results by the 

National Assembly in the 
Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill, 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission said the 
use of  the technology will be 
feasible in the deepening of  
democracy in Nigeria.

INEC National Commissioner 
and Chairman (Information and 
Voter Education Committee), 
Festus Okoye, expressed these 
views in an interview with 
newsmen. The commission 
premised its optimism on the fact 
that its joint committee made up 
o f  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
stakeholders had revised the 
system and concluded that 
electronic transmission of  results 
was practicable.

According to him, INEC was 
committed to deepening the use 
of  technology in the electoral 
process and had many times 
demonstrated it through the 
creative, innovative and strategic 
deployment and application of  
technology in various aspects of  
the electoral process with the 
g o a l  o f  l i m i t i n g  h u m a n  
interference in the electoral 
process as much as possible.

Okoye said, “INEC has the 
capacity to transmit election 
results from the polling units to 
the Registration Area Collation 
C e n t r e s  t o  t h e  L o c a l  
Government Collation Centres, 
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of  elections.
He said, “I am afraid politics is 

blindfolding us for us not to see 
the benefits derivable in some of  
these things which can take us to 
the desired end. As it is now, the 
electoral system will still remain 
the same whereas there is a need 
for us to improve every now and 
then so that we can have free, fair, 
c redib le  and t ransparent  
elections.

In his submission, the Head of  
Political Science Department at 
the University of  Jos, Dr. Major 
Adeyi, maintained that the 
r e j e c t i o n  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  
transmission of  election results 
was an “unholy way” of  
d i s c r e d i t i n g  g ove r n m e n t  
investment in Information and 
Computer Technology.

According to him, the action 
by the Senate was “a setback to 
the electoral process in Nigeria.” 
He said, “This action again will 
expose our electoral process to 
the democratic world that the 
giant of  Africa is still crawling in 
the field of  technology. If  the 
globalised world is moving 
towards embracing ICT and 
promoting election management 
to my mind, the rejection of  
electronic transmission is an 
arrogant display of  ignorance 
and it is a process that will build 
confidence among the citizens 
and election managers.

commission to first go to the 
NCC and come back to the 
lawmakers for ratification to 
transmit results was like placing 
obstacles in the way of  credible 
polls.

E-transmission of result: Varsity 
Don faults NASS

A Professor of  Political 
Science at the Adekunle Ajasin 
University, Akungba Akoko, 
Ondo State, Lanre Olu-Adeyemi 
has faulted the passage of  the 
Electoral Amendment Act Bill 
by the Senate which asked INEC 
to seek clearance from the NCC 
and the National Assembly 
before deploying electronic 
transmission of  results.

The don said the action of the 
senate was unconstitutional and 
not good for the democracy of  
the country.

He said, “The INEC is 
properly constituted by law to 
have the power to conduct 
elections in Nigeria. The law 
gives all powers concerning the 
election to INEC, which also 
includes the power to transmit 
and announce the final results of  
the election.

Also, a Political Science 
Professor at the Ekiti State 
University, Ado Ekiti, Femi 
Omotoso, said for another 
government agency to determine 
INEC's duty would pose 
problems for the smooth conduct 

our electoral process visible and 
possible.

“In summary, it is like Nigeria 
will still continue to go through 
electoral ordeals, the waiting 
time for harvesting result is so 
much and sometimes, people 
sleep at collation centres for days 
because they are waiting for 
results from one remote part of  
the country.

“Therefore, for me, what they 
have done is a half-hearted 
amendment that will not serve 
the public good as much. Let me 
say this to the credit of  the 
National Assembly, a wholesale 
electronic transmission of  results 
for the whole country is 
dangerous. If  the transmission 
becomes impossible for reasons 
of  diff iculty because the 
machines are not cooperating, 
the whole country will be held to 
r a n s o m .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  
apprehension and trepidation.

“A party will believe because 
we are winning and that is why 
they are failing in transmitting 
the results electronically and that 
can set the country ablaze. But 
you cannot give with one hand 
and take with the other hand.”

Olurode said he preferred the 
first amendment which stated 
that INEC might transmit results 
of  elections by electronic means 
where and when practicable.

H e  s a i d  t h e  s e c o n d  
amendment which would now 
m a n d a t e  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  

of  elections by electronic means 
where and when practicable.

H e  s a i d  t h e  s e c o n d  
amendment which would now 
m a n d a t e  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  
commission to first go to the 
NCC and come back to the 
lawmakers for ratification to 
transmit results was like placing 
obstacles in the way of  credible 
polls.

Ex-INEC boss knocks Senate 
for rejecting e-transmission 
proposal

A  f o r m e r  N a t i o n a l  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
Independent National Electoral 
Commission, Prof  Lai Olurode, 
has also described the passage of  
the Electoral Act (Amendment) 
Bill 2021 as half-hearted and 
would not do the public much 
good.

Olurode, who is also a former 
Head, Department of  Sociology, 
University of  Lagos, said this in 
an interview with newsmen. He 
said the condition attached to the 
a p p r o va l  f o r  e l e c t r o n i c  
transmission of  election results 
which mandated the INEC to get 
approval from the NCC was a 
way of  eroding the autonomy of  
the electoral commission.

Olurode said, “The first thing I 
can deduce is that the National 
Assembly is still not comfortable 
with overhauling the whole 
Electoral Act in a way that will 
make further transparency of  

Assembly is still not comfortable 
with overhauling the whole 
Electoral Act in a way that will 
make further transparency of  our 
electoral process visible and 
possible.

“In summary, it is like Nigeria 
will still continue to go through 
electoral ordeals, the waiting 
time for harvesting result is so 
much and sometimes, people 
sleep at collation centres for days 
because they are waiting for 
results from one remote part of  
the country.

“Therefore, for me, what they 
have done is a half-hearted 
amendment that will not serve 
the public good as much. Let me 
say this to the credit of  the 
National Assembly, a wholesale 
electronic transmission of  results 
for the whole country is 
dangerous. If  the transmission 
becomes impossible for reasons 
of  dif f iculty because the 
machines are not cooperating, 
the whole country will be held to 
r a n s o m .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  
apprehension and trepidation.

“A party will believe because 
we are winning and that is why 
they are failing in transmitting 
the results electronically and that 
can set the country ablaze. But 
you cannot give with one hand 
and take with the other hand.”

Olurode said he preferred the 
first amendment which stated 
that INEC might transmit results 
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Dep. Gov.of Imo State, Prof Placid Njoku(2nd left) Imo State APC Chairman, Chief Marcillinus Nlemigbo(1st left), former 
Speaker IMHA, Rt. Hon. Kelechi Nwagwu(centre), HRH Eze Marcel Egeonu, traditional ruler of Uzoagba community(2nd right)

and Chief  Chimezie Kingsley Anosike (Ebubemba Ikeduru), CEO, DeKing Group of Companies at Uzoagba Ikeduru
during the official reception of Chief George Whyte Iwuamadi into APC, on Sunday.
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administration."
"Abia and other States have been 

investigated severally on the 
management of  Paris Club fund 
and we came out clean as the State 
commissioner for finance", Oriaku 
said. He rounded up by alleging 
that some powers-that-be mounted 
heavy pressure and blackmail on 
him to pay the N11bn consultancy 
fee, which he resisted, adding that 
there was attempt to force 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu  to pay 
the controversial fees, which his 
office  advised against.

But a few days after the Oriaku 
revelation, two men, Mr Anthony 
Aniobi and Lekwauwa Ndubueze, 
through their lawyer, Ndukwe 
Iheanyi and Co, wrote  petitions to 
the Abia State House of  Assembly, 
urging it to probe how the N22bn 
Paris Club money was managed 
with the view of  recovering any 
mismanaged fund from any 
identified culprit.

The two petitioners also asked 
the House to probe all media 
interview granted by Oriaku 
concerning the money while also 
demanding that the House of  
Assembly probes Obinna Oriaku's 
days  in  o f f i ce  as  f inance  
commissioner. In response to the 
petition, Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. Hon 
Chinedum Orji on June 28, set up 
an ad-hoc committee to probe the 
issues contained in the petitions.

The Speaker said the decision to 
set up the ad-hoc committee 
stemmed from the weight of  the 
issues that arose in the petition. He 
therefore gave the committee a 
one-week period to submit its 
findings. While the committee is 
headed by Hon Thomas Nkoro ,it 
also has Hon  Emeka Okoroafor 
(Isukwuato constituency), Hon 
Chijioke Okechukwu (Bende), 

leaving just N11bn for Abia State 
government.

Oriaku maintained that he as 
then f inance commissioner,  
suspected fraud in the consultancy 
deals, which made him to advise 
Abia State government against 
paying them, explaining further 
that the same Mauriz Walton 
charged between 3℅ to 5℅ in some 
other States like Akwa Ibom, Benue 
etc where it performed the same 
Paris Club consultancy services, 
wondering why the charge should 
be astronomically different for 
Abia.

According to Oriaku "Paris fund 
came in three tranches of  N10.6b, 
N5.7b, and N5.7b, and all these 
funds, except N1.7b were used 
exclusively for payment of  arrears 
owed Abia State workers partly 
before the Okezie Ikpeazu's 

Oriaku who said he honoured the 
EFCC invitation, confirmed that 
he, as commissioner for finance, 
refused to approve the 30℅ 
consultancy fee for Mauriz Walton, 
based on the fact that another firm 
by name, Ziplon Nig Ltd was also 
demanding a 20℅ consultancy fee 
from Abia State government for the 
same service in Paris Club money 
refund.

Oriaku, in his widely published 
materials, alleged that the said 
agreements tabled by the two 
consultancy companies were done 
during the past administration that 
p r e c e d e d  O k e z i e  I k p e a z u  
government which the Ikpeazu 
administration was expected to 
implement, pointing out that their 
demands if  paid, would gulp 50℅ 
of  the 22b fund which would have 
given N11bn to the two firms, 

claims, EFCC invited some top 
shots to its Enugu to explain their 
roles in the issue.

Those invited included Mr 
O b i n n a  O r i a k u ,  A b i a  e x -
commissioner for finance in first 
term of  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu. 
Also invited was Dr Philip Nto, ex-
commissioner for finance under 
Chief  T.A.Orji. Past and present 
accountants-general of  the State, 
Sir Gabriel Onyendilefu and Mr 
Kelechi  Imeoria  were  a lso  
reportedly expected to come and 
explain their roles in the issue.

But the pandora box was in mid 
J u n e ,  o p e n e d  b y  f o r m e r  
commissioner for finance,  Mr 
Obinna Oriaku, who confirmed 
that an invitation letter from the 
EFCC was brought to him on June 
10, by aides to the Secretary to Abia 
State government.

ntil the middle of  June, 

U2021, political space in 
Abia was relatively calm 

and less charged by controversy. But 
the invitation of  former Abia State 
Commissioner for finance, Mr 
Obinna Oriaku by the Economic 
and Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC) to their Enugu office has 
since, charged the atmosphere in the 
State, as more revelations have 
continued to emerge. Oriaku's 
invitation, according to the EFCC 
Enugu office, was to explain his role 
on a petition written by Dr Maurice 
Walton of  Mauriz of  Walton Nig 
Ltd. 

Mauriz Walton, a financial 
consultancy firm had petitioned the 
Nigerian financial crime fighter, 
EFCC, urging it to invite Mr Oriaku 
to explain his role in the refusal of  
Abia State government to pay it 
( M a u r i z  Wa l t o n )  a g r e e d  
consultancy fee for the services it 
rendered to Abia State government 
in the refund of  N22b Paris Club to 
the State by the federal government.

The firm also claimed that it 
agreed a 30℅ consultancy fee with 
the State government but alleging 
t h a t  M r  O r i a k u  a s  t h e  
Commissioner for finance, refused 
to pay the money. Another firm, 
Ziplon Nig Ltd is also demanding 
the payment of  20℅ consultancy 
fees from the same Abia State 
government for consultancy 
services it rendered to it in the Paris 
Club money refund.

Mauriz Walton in the petition 
said that it signed and executed the 
deals between 2011 and 2014 which 
enabled the State to receive its own 
share of  Paris Club refund. But 
regrettably, the 30℅ agreed fees 
owed it is yet to be paid by Abia 
State government, since 2017. In 
attention to the Mauriz Walton 

Monday, July 19, 2021

Issues

Obiano

Soludo

N22b Paris Club Refund: Abians demand 
explanations on spending
As consultants seek 50% service fees

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“Oriaku, in his widely published materials, alleged that the said 
agreements tabled by the two consultancy companies were done during 
the past administration that preceded Okezie Ikpeazu government 
which the Ikpeazu administration was expected to implement, pointing 
out that their demands if  paid, would gulp 50℅ of  the 22b fund which 
would have given N11bn to the two firms, leaving just N11bn for Abia 
State government. Oriaku maintained that he as then finance 
commissioner, suspected fraud in the consultancy deals, which made 
him to advise Abia State government against paying them, explaining 
further that the same Mauriz Walton charged between 3℅ to 5℅ in 
some other States like Akwa Ibom, Benue etc where it performed the 
same Paris Club consultancy services, wondering why the charge 
should be astronomically different for Abia.''

Ikpeazu Orji

Continues on Pg. 15
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money. I remember that, that man 
Oriaku was among those we 
presented to God." 

"And God has started answering 
our prayers. If  not for my son who 
is working in a construction 
company in Abuja who sends me 
some money every month and my 
56-year-old wife who now frequent 
Ndoru market to sell fruits, I 
wouldn't be alive today. I would 
have died of  hunger and sickness 
after serving my father land for 35 
years."

"All these their stories are cock 
and bull because they are still 
owing us many months of  unpaid 
pensions", elder Elekwachi 
bemoaned. Also, a group, Abia 
Freedom Alliance (AFA) has 
ca l l ed  on  the  Abia  S ta te  
government to explain in details, 
how the Paris Club money was 
spent, for Abians to understand.

In a statement issued by Uzor 
Nwachukwu, Joe Ezearu and 
others, the AFA group said Abians 
deserved full explanations from the 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu's 
administration on the issue.

Before his appointment in 2016 
as Commissioner for finance, 
Oriaku   who hails from Isiala 
Ngwa South LGA of  Abia, 
worked with First Bank PLC 
before leaving the bank to go into 
financial consulting.

Though, the ad-hoc committee 
of  the Abia State House of  
Assembly on the issue is yet to 
submit its findings, many Abians 
are interested in knowing the 
outcome of  the probes. Will it be 
settled out of  court, will some 
culpr i t s  be  ident i f ied  and 
prosecuted, will any stolen or 
mismanaged money be recovered 
or will the consultants be paid their 
N11bn claims? These and others 
questions are now like Awilo songs 
in the mouth of  concerned Abians.

the elder, "As far as I am concerned, 
he was part of  the system." 

According to Elekwachi, who is 
now battling diabetes, the ex-
commissioner should have made 
the revelations when they mattered 
most, adding that the Isiala Ngwa 
South-born finance expert should 
have resigned his appointment at 
the time of  the Paris Club fiasco, 
rather than hanging on to power till 
he 2019.

The elderly pensioner alleged 
that under Oriaku's reign as 
commissioner, some pensioners 
died of  hunger and bad poor health 
as they were owed several months 
of  unpaid pensions, despite series 
of  biometric capturing conducted 
on  the  f rag i l e  pens ioner s.  
According to the old pensioner, 
only God would judge all those 
persecuted pensioners.

"I am speaking as a pensioner 
who suffered and is still suffering 
from this system. Even to manage 
my health issue is now difficult 
because drugs are costly. I 
remember that during workers' May 
Day celebration two or three years 
ago, we pensioners marched 
around Ibeku High school field 
weeping and we called upon God to 
expose all those withholding our 

concept and Abia State government 
V federal government of  Nigeria 
and four ors.

The counsel said that the probe 
amounted to "nemo judex in causa 
sua" as according to him, the 
Speaker of  the House is a son of  
former Governor of  the State in 
whose administration, the said 
consultancy agreements were 
entered into. The Lawyer equally 
told the Assembly that his client, 
Oriaku would not submit himself  to 
for probe or take part in probe 
committee's proceedings.

O r i a k u ' s  s t o r i e s  
belated—pensioner:

Disturbed by the mounting of  
revelations on N22bn Paris Club 
money by Oriaku and others, a 66-
year-old pensioner, Mr Sunday 
Elekwachi has called on Mr Obinna 
Oriaku to apologise to Abians, 
especially pensioners.

Elekwachi made the call in 
Umuahia while speaking to 
newsmen about the ongoing 
investigations and raging media 
war. He berated the former finance 
commissioner for coming too late 
to make his claims, declaring that 
Oriaku was not telling the 
pensioners the truth as according to 

maintains that Obinna Oriaku had 
previously, through written and 
media interviews given a clean bill 
of  health to Okezie Ikpeazu-led 
government in the utilisation of  the 
disputed fund.

Defending his 2013-2015 days as 
finance commissioner in Abia, Dr 
Philip Nto, who is Oriaku's 
predecessor, explained that he 
performed well during his days, 
saying that he only knew of  one 
consultancy firm, Mauriz Walton, 
while declaring that he discharged 
his jobs creditably.

Oriaku's lawyer threatens Abia 
assembly with suit:
 Angered by the probing of  his 
client, Mr C.C. Uhuabu, a lawyer to 
Obinna Oriaku has written the Abia 
State House of  Assembly, asking 
them to immediately discontinue 
the probe of  his client.

Uhuabu in the letter to the House, 
asserted that the matter under probe 
is pending before the federal High 
Court Abuja in suit No.FCH/ 
HC/CV/2470/2017/ Mauriz 
Walton Nig Ltd V Abia State; 
FHC/ABCJ/CS/323/2017 Ziplon 
Concept ltd V Government of  Abia 
S t a t e  a n d  f o u r  o r s ,  a n d  
FHC/ABJ/CS/325/2020-Ziplon 

Obinna Ichita, (Aba South), 
Abraham Oba (Aba Central) while 
Rev Emeka Otumchere is the 
committee's secretary.

Interestingly, the setting up of  the 
commit tee  by  the  Speaker  
generated both applause and stern 
criticism from some interested 
persons and groups. First to fire a 
salvo was former Managing 
Director of  defunct Diamond 
Bank, Dr Alex Otti, who is a two-
time governorship candidate of  All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) in Abia State and now a 
chieftain of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC).

Otti had in his reaction called for 
a thorough investigation into how 
the Paris Club refund was spent in 
the State to establish who got what, 
when and why. Also, the Abia State 
chapter of  All Progressive Congress 
(APC) condemned the setting up of  
the ad-hoc committee by Speaker 
Orji, reminding the lawmakers that 
the matter is still in courts of  law.

In a statement by APC's 
spokesman, Ben Godson, the APC 
said "The committee set up by the 
House to investigate the N22b Paris 
Club refund should know that the 
case is already ongoing in Court. 
With whatever excuse that it was 
brought to them by a lawyer or a law 
firm is unacceptable and a sign of  
desperation."

APC continued, "All we are 
saying is that the House of  
Assembly should not try to interfere 
in a case that is already in court for 
whatever reason." Meanwhile, 
Abia State government in reacting 
to Dr Alex Otti's earlier statement 
b e r a t e d  t h e  b a n k e r - t u r n e d  
politician for trying to link the State 
gover nment  to  the  a l leged 
mismanagement of  the Paris Club 
fund.

The State government through, 
commissioner for information, 
Chief  John Okiyi Kalu, described 
Otti's allegations as baseless, 

...N22b Paris Club Refund: Abians demand 
explanations on spending

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“Interestingly, the setting up of  the committee by the Speaker generated both 
applause and stern criticism from some interested persons and groups. First to fire a 
salvo was former Managing Director of  defunct Diamond Bank, Dr Alex Otti, who 
is a two-time governorship candidate of  All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA) in 
Abia State and now a chieftain of  All Progressive Congress (APC). Otti had in his 
reaction called for a thorough investigation into how the Paris Club refund was spent 
in the State to establish who got what, when and why. Also, the Abia State chapter of  
All Progressive Congress (APC) condemned the setting up of  the ad-hoc committee 
by Speaker Orji, reminding the lawmakers that the matter is still in courts of  law.”

T.A. Orji Oriaku
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muscle cramps may also occur. 
Symptoms range from none, to 
mild, to severe.

"Diarrhea can be so severe that 
it leads within hours to severe 
d e h yd r a t i o n ,  e l e c t r o l y t e  
imbalance and even death. 
Symptoms start two hours to five 
days after exposure. 

" I t  i s  p r e v e n t e d  b y  
improvements in sanitation, use 
of  clean water, hand washing and 
vaccines. Treatment involves 
replacement of  lost body fluids 
orally or intravenously, zinc 
s u p p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  
antibiotics."

His words: "The Enugu State 
Ministry of  health received 
reports of  deaths occurring 
suddenly, after a short spell of  
illness, on Friday morning, 
around the New Artisan livestock 
market in Enugu, Enugu State.

" U p o n  i m m e d i a t e  
investigation by the Ministry of  
Health's rapid response team, it 
was observed that the patients 
presented with sudden onset of  
passage of  loose stool and 
vomiting. It was revealed that the 
illness had resulted in the death 
of  seven persons and that 
subsequently, several others 
numbering about 19 were ill with 
the same symptoms of  loose 
stools and vomiting. 

"The ill persons identified 
within the area were immediately 
and safely evacuated to the state 
teaching hospital and are 
receiving treatment, while health 
education on safe and hygienic 
practices were given to the 
inhabitants of  the market.

Dr. Obi, who on behalf  of  the 
Enugu State Government, prayed 
for the repose of  the souls of  the 
deceased and commiserated with 
those who lost their loved ones, 
enjoined "the general public to 
keep safe as the situation is under 
control and the Enugu State 
Ministry of  Health will keep the 
public informed on future 
developments".

He explained that "Cholera is 
an infection caused by some 
strains of  the bacterium Vibrio 
cholerae. Risk factors are from 
p o o r  s a n i t a t i o n  a n d  
contaminated drinking water.  
"The classic symptom is large 
amounts of  watery diarrhea that 
lasts a few days. Vomiting and 

are receiving treatment, while 
health education on safe and 
hygienic practices were given to 
the inhabitants of  the market".

According to the Health 
Commissioner, "further tests 
carried out by the State Ministry 
of  Health at the Teaching 
Hospital revealed that all the 
persons were suffering from 
Cholera. 

"Samples were collected for 
further confirmatory tests of  this 
finding. Surveillance, contact 
tracing and risk assessment have 
commenced at the market and its 
environs, while the Enugu State 
Ministry of  Health Emergency 
Operations Centre for Cholera 
outbreak response was activated 
last Saturday”.  

Commissioner of  Health, Dr.  
Emmanuel Obi, confirmed that it 
was a cholera outbreak in New 
Artisan Market, Enugu, which 
resulted in the death of  seven 
people in the market with 19 sick 
persons identified with the 
symptoms of  loose stool and 
vomiting. 

Dr. Obi disclosed that the 
Health Ministry's rapid response 
team, upon receiving reports of  
the incident carried out an 
immediate investigation and "it 
was observed that the patients 
had sudden onset of  passage of  
loose stool and vomiting".

He added that "the ill persons 
identified within the area were 
immediately and safely evacuated 
to the state teaching hospital and 

bia Founding Fathers have 

Asaid that the people of  
Isiukwuato District, in  

Abia North Senatorial Zone, are 
the rightful people to produce the 
Governor of  Abia state in 2023.

They therefore called on all 
political parties that want to field 
Governorship candidates for the 
election in the state  to ensure that 
they field a candidate from that 
district.

They disclosed this in a six page 
press release they issued to 
newsmen on Tuesday, July 13, 
2021, titled “Abia State Politics 
2023, In The Spirit of  The Charter 
of  Equity”, after a meeting a at No 
3 Azikiwe street, Umuahia , Abia 
state capital.

They said that Governorship 
candidacy should be based on 
merit, veritable track records of  
achievements in public or private 
capacity ; integrity and the ability to 
take critical decision at critical 
times.

Those that attended the meeting 
include HRM Eze Ezo Ukandu, Sir 

B.R.C.Okoro, Chief  Ekwuribe, 
High Chief  Bernard Chukwu, 
HRM Eze Nwabiarije Enogwe, Dr. 
Onyike James Onyike, Chairman 
of  the group and Prof  Nzeako who 
was represented at the meeting.

According to them, Abia is one, 
if  not the only state in the 
Federation endowed with a 
fundamental document, “THE 
CHARTER OF EQUITY”, on 
good governance by the founding 
fathers and that it is  one of  the few 
states in created following due 
process of  agitation  for state 
creation .

The Chatter of  Equity, they said, 
provides guidelines for equitable 
and even development of  Abia 
state, and one of  the guidelines is 
the rotation of  the position of  the 
Governor of  the state according to 
alphabetical order of  the letters of  
the word ABIA.

They explained further that 
many did not known that ABIA 
was coined from the first letters of  
the four former districts /Senatorial 
Zones that constituted the present 

Abia state.
They said that the Chatter of  

Equity involved three major 
groups, Umuahia Senatorial zones, 
Aba Senator ia l  Zones  and 
Isiukwuato district, and that all 
subscribed to the charter of  equity, 
and jointly in the spirit of  
equanimity submitted a request 
a n d  m e m o r a n d u m  o f  
understanding to the national 
Assembly for creation f  Abia state 
from Old Imo state .

“They accepted the equity and 
equality of  all the senatorial zones 
and Isiukwuato district District. 
Thus according to the chatter of  
equity, the governorship that is 
rotatory should have gone from the 
now Abia North Senatorial zone to 
Abia Central senatorial zone and 
then to Isiukwuato District (which 
did not happen) before Abia South 
Senatorial zone”.

“The death of  Rt Hon. Dr M. I. 
O k p a r a  a n d  S e n a t o r  Ja j a  
Wachukwu culminated in the 
political eclipse of  Abia, and  those 
who did not know what happened 

have left the state in a worrisome  
squalor”, they lamented.

They decried that past Governors 
did not follow stipulated order of  
rotation, thereby rubbishing 
guidelines of  the charter of  equity 
and the good intentions of  the 
Founding fathers.

They said that they were aware of  
the anomalies, but never supported 
the setting aside of  the guidelines 
and principles of  good governance 
for the state.

Now that political parties have 
started positioning themselves for 
the 2023 elections, we are working 
with other Igbo leaders to ensure 
that sanity returns to Abia state, 
they promised.

They cautioned that no political 
exigency or partisanship should 
enact fear of  domination of  one 
senatorial zone/district over the 
o t h e r  o r  a n y  f o r m  o f  
marginalization in the governance 
of  the state, which the chatter 
intended to avoid.

nugu the Enugu State Ecapital is in the news 
again. This time, it is not 

the killing of  high profile people 
by unknown gunmen, but a 
strange ailment that has hit New 
Artisan Market which at last 
count, had claimed no fewer than 
seven lives.

News Echo Correspondent 
investigation revealed that the 
development has thrown traders 
in the market located along 
Enugu/Port-Harcourt Express 
way and its environ, as well as 
residents of  the area into fear.

 Further clarification findings 
show that the news of  the strange 
disease has sent panic to other 
parts of  the Coal City, prompting 
many of  the town dwellers to 
e n g a g e  o n  u n s c h e d u l e d  
e nv i r o n m e n t a l  s a n i t a t i o n  
exercise.

A walk through the major 
streets in Enugu which included 
Ziks Avenue, Kenyatta, Ogui 
New Layout,  Nike Road, 
Abakpa-Nike, saw many people 
clearing and maintaining their 
compounds at the weekend.

Some of  the Enugu residents 
Interviewed said that they were in 
confusion as to the real cause of  
the death of  the traders at the 
market. It could be recalled that 
traders at the New Artisan market 
are in a legal battle with a private 
citizen over the ownership of  the 
land housing the market.

A Cattle dealer and one of  the  
leaders of  the Livestock traders  
Association of  the market, Alhaji 
Danlandi Mohammed, who 
confirmed the ugly development 
to reporters in Enugu at the 
weekend said, “we are really 
worried over this strange deaths 
in this our place.

“Seven persons have died so far 
in space of  two days. And they 
included four men and three 
women, and all of  them are 
Northerners” he disclosed. “We 
have not seen this type of  thing 
before. But we are suspecting that 
it may be as a result of  Cholera 
outbreak here.

“The reason why we are 
suspecting it may be as a result of  
Cholera, because those that died 
were seriously vomiting and 
stooling before they died. 
According to him, apart from 
those who had died, some people 
who were also hit by the strange 
disease became unconscious and 
were rushed to the hospital.

Apparently disturbed, the state 
government on Saturday swung 
into action with evidence that 
cholera was the cause of  the 
sudden demise of  the traders 
mostly Northern extractions.

However, reprieve came to the 
people of  Enugu when the State 
Government in a statement 
s i g n e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  
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From Chuma Austin, Enugu

Uneasy calm in Enugu as cholera ravages 
New Artisan Market, kills 7 traders

2023 governorship election: Abia Founding Fathers 
throw weight behind Isiukwuato District.
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edia chiefs in the country have said the media won't be deterred by the directive of the Federal Government that the media should Mnot divulge “details” of the activities of bandits, terrorists and kidnappers in their reports. The President of the Nigerian Guild of 
Editors, Mustapha Isah; the National President of the Nigeria Union of Journalists, Chris Isiguzo; and the Executive Director, 

Centre for Media Law and Advocacy, Richard Akinnola; made this known in separate interviews last Friday.  According to them, the media 
reports activities and does not create events. They advised the administration of President Muhammadu Buhari to tackle the security 
challenges in the country and desist from its attempts to gag the media through the Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed. 
The media veterans were reacting to a directive by the National Broadcasting Commission that television and radio stations in Nigeria 
should not “glamourise the nefarious activities of insurgents” during their daily newspaper reviews. Broadcast stations in Nigeria review 
newspaper headlines daily before their breakfast shows. But the NBC, in a letter dated July 7, 2021, issued to television and radio stations, 
stressed the need for “caution” by broadcasters while reporting security challenges in the country. The letter titled, 'Newspaper Reviews 
And Current Affairs Programmes: A Need For Caution', was signed by the Director, Broadcast Monitoring, Francisca Aiyetan, on behalf of 
the new Director-General of the Commission, Balarabe Ilelah. The regulator specifically directed radio and television stations not to 
“glamourise the nefarious activities of insurgents” during their daily Newspaper Reviews. As an unwritten custom, broadcast stations in 
Nigeria review newspaper headlines daily before their breakfast shows.

eadlines of  most newspapers on a daily basis are replete with security topics. HWhile bringing information on security to the doorsteps of  Nigerians is a 
necessity, there is a need for caution as too many details may have an adverse 

implication on the efforts of  our security officials who are duty-bound to deal with the 
insurgency. “The Commission, therefore, enjoins broadcasters to collaborate with the 
government in dealing with the security challenges by; “Not glamourising the nefarious 
activities of  insurgents, terrorists, kidnappers, bandits etc. “Advising guests and/or 
analysts on programmes not to polarise the citizenry with divisive rhetoric, in driving 
home their point.  “Not giving details of  either the security issues or victims of  these 
security challenges so as not to jeopardise the efforts of  the Nigerian soldiers and other 
security agents.” The Commission reminds broadcast stations to be guided by provisions 
of  Sections 5.4.1(f) and 5.4.3 of  the NBC Code which states thus: “The broadcaster shall 
not transmit divisive materials that may threaten or compromise the divisibility and 
indissolubility of  Nigeria as a sovereign state. “In reporting conflict situations, the 
broadcaster shall perform the role of  a peace agent by adhering to the principle of  
responsibility, accuracy and neutrality.” “The broadcaster shall not transmit divisive 
materials that may threaten or compromise the divisibility and indissolubility of  Nigeria 
as a sovereign state. “In reporting conflict situations, the broadcaster shall perform the 
role of  a peace agent by adhering to the principle of  responsibility, accuracy and 
neutrality.”

he NBC said broadcast stations should not glamourise terrorist activities 

Twhich I agree with but I have a problem with the issue of  'don't report details of  

attack'. I don't know what the NBC mean by that. If  there is an attack and 

certain people die, are you saying that I should not report it? If  there is an attack and 20 

students are kidnapped, are you saying that broadcast platforms should not report the 

number? “I have not seen any media house report details of  a planned operation by the 

military on bandits and terrorists. The media does not do that for security purposes and 

I don't think we will ever do that. “The government cannot tell us how to report. This is 

why we are clearly against the Nigeria Press Council Act. “The media does not create 

events; we report events. If  there is a terrorist attack, we will report it. In fact, if  we don't 

report it, that means we are not doing our job.  We will not stop doing that, we will not 

stop reporting events despite the threats.” “This latest directive must be reviewed by the 

commission. The NBC must also ensure that its actions are in line with international 

best practices and must conform with time-tested models from other nations.” “It is 

quite unfortunate but it is difficult to gag the Nigerian Press going by its history, no 

matter the extrajudicial means. It is not possible. If  the military failed, there is no way 

any government will succeed. “The government has failed in the aspect of  insecurity 

and this is a subtle effort to cover the inadequacy of  the government.” “We urge 

President Buhari to instruct the NBC to immediately withdraw its illegal order to TV 

and radio stations not to divulge “details” of  the activities of  terrorists and kidnappers 

in their reports. “We'll sue if  this sweeping gag order is not immediately withdrawn.

By Anthony Ogbekile

NBC's gag order on insecurity reportage:

Another missile fired, media
chiefs respond

IllelahIllelahIllelah

Don't glamourise nefarious activities

of insurgents - NBC 

The media do not create events;

we report events- Media Chiefs

IsahIsahIsah
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just weeks before the 24 
July date with Wilder, as 
Fury tested positive for 
Covid-19 and caused the 
bout to be pushed all the 
way back to October 9.

Joshua has also been 
forced into a mandatory 

defence of  his belts against 
O l e k s a n d r  U s y k  i n 
September, and defeats for 
either would take a lot of  
historical weight off  the 
match-up every fight fan 
wants.

'We have lost one of  the 
b i g ge s t  f i g h t s  o f  t h e 
summer. Fury vs Anthony 
Joshua now seems further 
away than ever,' Hatton told 
Metro.

'What happens now? It 
all just pushes the fight 
further back. As a fight fan, 
you fear the worst, the 
biggest fight in British 

boxing history, is it actually 
going to happen? It just 
seems we are doomed.

'Tyson's problems in the 
past with his depression, his 
mental health and battles 
with drink and drugs have 
been well documented in 
the past.

' I  r emember  Tyson 
saying to me ages ago: “I 
want a couple of  warm-up 
fights then I want to beat 
Wilder. Then immediately 
after that, I want to fight AJ. 
And then I'm done.”

 'Anthony Joshua is 
younger, he has fewer miles 

on the clock, he is an athlete 
24-7. I know Tyson is an 
athlete 24-7 now but the 
damage he might have done 
to his body years back.

'Tyson wants to get in, 
get out and prove he is the 
best fighter in the world. 
And the more it goes on, the 
more I worry that Tyson 
might just go: “F**k it.”'

Fury received a barrage 
of  criticism and called a 
'w****r and a disgrace to 
British boxing' by Dillan 
W h y t e  a f t e r  p o s t i n g 
pictures of  him enjoying 
the Las Vegas lifestyle just 
days after he announced his 
Covid positive.

The Gypsy King was 
forced into an unpopular 
third clash with Deontay 
Wilder this year, trashing 
advanced plans to stage the 
fight which would define its 
generation.

A fresh setback came 

y s o n  F u r y  o r TAnthony Joshua 
u n i f y i n g  t h e 

heavyweight division is 
looking ever more distant, 
and Ricky Hatton fears the 
two Brits may never face-
off  in the ring.

aphael Varane has R'one foot' out the 
d o o r  a t  R e a l 

Madrid as the transfer saga 
continues to dominate the 
summer transfer window.

uno Tavares made 

Na dream start to 
life at Arsenal in 

the i r  f r i end ly  aga ins t 
Rangers at the weekend and 
Mikel Arteta has been 
delighted with his impact.

Tavares wasted no time 
in making an impression on 
his new team-mates as he 
scored just 23 minutes into 
his Arsenal career in their 2-
2 draw at Ibrox.

The 21-year-old left-
back joined from Benfica 
last week and Arteta says 
Tavares has already shown 
what he will bring to the 
Arsenal team.

S p e a k i n g  a f t e r  t h e 
Rangers game, Arteta said: 
“A great debut with his right 

foot as well!
“He's only been with us 

a few days but you can 
already see his qualities, his 
physicality and then the 

It was a good game for me 
and for us. A good test. I 
think we had a good match 
and we learned a lot. I feel 
very happy to score my first 
goal with Arsenal. I'm so 
excited for this and today I 
did it.”

ambia have fired ZS e r b i a n  c o a c h 
Milutin Sredojevic 

as they prepare for a tough 
World Cup qual i fy ing 
p r o g r a m m e  f r o m 
September, the national 
f o o t b a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n 
confirmed on Sunday. 

“ T h e  F o o t b a l l 
Association of  Zambia 
(FAZ) can confirm that it 
has  reached a  mutual 

separation agreement with 
its senior men's national 
team coach Milutin 'Micho' 
Sredojevic,” a statement 
said. 

“After a meeting between 
FAZ and the coach it was 
agreed that in the interest of  
progress for both parties 
they had to separate.” 

Zambia have been drawn 
in the same World Cup 
g r o u p  a s  T u n i s i a , 
Mauritania and Equatorial 
Guinea,  who have a l l 
qualified for the Cup of  
Nations next January while 
Zambia will miss out. 

Only group winners 
q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  f i n a l 
elimination phase in the 
World Cup and Tunisia, 
w h o  v i s i t  Z a m b i a  i n 
September, are favourites to 
advance.

Results under Sredojevic, 

who coached national 
t e a m s  a n d  c l u b s  i n 
n u m e r o u s  A f r i c a n 
countries since 2001 and 
was hired by Zambia in 
February last year, have 
been mixed. 

T h e  C h i p o l o p o l o 
(Copper Bullets) twice 
came from behind to draw 
3-3 with Africa Cup of  
Nations holders Algeria in a 
2021  Cup  o f  Nat ions 
qualifier, but lost 1-0 to 

minnows Botswana in the 
same competition. 

Shock winners of  the 
2 0 1 2  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations,  Zambia have 
failed to build on that 
success and last qualified 
for the biennial tournament 
in 2015. 

W h o e v e r  s u c c e e d s 
Sredojevic will pin hopes of  
a revival on young forwards 
like Patson Daka, who 
recently signed a five-year 
contract  wi th  Engl i sh 
P r e m i e r  L e a g u e  c l u b 
Leicester City. 

quality on the ball that he has.
“He's integrating with the 

lads really well, so it's a good 
start.”

Tavares said: “I felt good. 

The centre-back has been 
the talk of  the summer so 
far with Manchester United 
hoping to complete a deal 
before the start of  the new 
season.

Varane is out of  contract 
next summer, meaning Real 
Madrid must sell if  they 

want to make money in the 
case the Frenchman does 
not want to sign a new deal.

He was offered new 
terms by Los Blancos, but 
according to Diario AS, he 
is yet to respond, and there 
is now a growing feeling 
that both the club and the 
player are expecting a 
transfer this summer.

In fact, the report says 
Varane already has 'one 
foot' in Manchester as he 
and his current club await 
an offer from United.

It's thought it will take 
a round  €60mi l l ion  to 
complete the deal with 
Varane now expected to 
follow in the footsteps of  
Sergio Ramos in leaving 
Real Madrid this summer.

Fury might snub Anthony Joshua megafight,
Ricky Hatton allays fears

Varane nears Man Utd switch
as Real Madrid accept transfer
situation

Tavares has made a
good first impression

at Arsenal – Arteta 

Zambia sack coach Sredojevic after
short time in charge

Tavarez scored against Rangers at the weekendTavarez scored against Rangers at the weekendTavarez scored against Rangers at the weekend SredojevicSredojevicSredojevic

VaraneVaraneVarane

FuryFuryFuryJoshuaJoshuaJoshua
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Tawfik Akram. He was 
initially yellow-carded but 
upon advice from the Video 
Assistant Referees, the 
centre referee went pitch-
side to the screen and 
changed his yellow to red.

Ahly took maximum 
advantage of  the numerical 
strength in the second half  
and it took them just eight 
m i nu t e s  t o  b r e a k  t h e 
deadlock.  Akram sent 

eal Madrid have Roffered Manchester 
U n i t e d  t h e 

opportunity to sign Vinicius 
Jr, the UK Mirror reports.

The LaLiga giants are 
trying to raise money to sign 
P a r i s  S a i n t - G e r m a i n 
forward, Kylian Mbappe, 
who is their top target.

United and Madrid are 
already in negotiations over 
the potential transfer of  
defender Raphael Varane 
this summer.

The Old Trafford outfit 
have also been offered 
Vinicius, with a loan move 
that turns into a permanent 
deal seen as the “most likely 
option”.

The  s tumbl ing  b lock 
however is that Real Madrid 
want a minimum of  £68.5m 
for the 21-year-old winger.

United are expected to 
announce the signing of  
Borussia Dortmund winger 
Jadon Sancho at any time, 
with a £73m deal agreed.

Sherif  through with a peach 
of  a pass and the forward 
dinked the ball over an 
onrushing Daniel Akpeyi.

The Red Devils made it 
2-0 in the 64th minute off  a 
quick counter attack when 
the bal l  was launched 
behind the defense.  Keeper 
Akpeyi and defender Eric 
Mathoho did not decide 
who was to go for the ball 
a n d  M o h a m e d  Ta h e r 

picked up on the left before 
spraying to Afsha who 
played a one two with 
Sherif  before slamming the 
ball into the far left.

Ten minutes later, it was 
game over for Chiefs as 
Ahly got their third off  
another quickly executed 
play. Sheriff  picked the ball 
at the edge of  the box before 
setting up Elsoulia with a 
beautiful backheel roll.

Elsoulia picked his spot 
and curled in a beauty past 
the keeper to all but seal the 
title into Ahly's name. 
Chiefs made attempts to try 
and cut out the deficit, but 
the Egyptians were more 
settled and dealt with the 
danger with calmness.

helsea striker Olivier 

CG i r o u d  h a s 
completed his move 

t o  A C  M i l a n  f o r  a n 
undisclosed fee after three 
years at Stamford Bridge.

T h e  Fr a n c e  f o r wa r d 
joined Chelsea from Arsenal 
for £18m in January 2018.

The 34-year-old thanked 
Chelsea on Twitter for the 
“special memories”, saying 
he's “starting a new journey 
with a light and happy 
heart”.

He wrote: “Our victories 
in the FA Cup, Europa 
League and Champions 

L e a g u e  h a v e  b e e n 
magnificent.”

Giroud added: “To all the 
Blues, to my teammates, to 
all my coaches, to the whole 
club, a huge thank you for 
these special moments.”

He scored 11 goals in 31 
appearances for European 
champions Chelsea last 
season but only made eight 
Premier League starts.

Chelsea signed Germany 
forwards Kai Havertz and 
Timo Werner last summer, 
which meant Giroud had 
reduced game time in the 
2020-21 league season.

While Chiefs celebrated 
a 10th Champions League 
title, head coach Pitso 
Mosimane was celebrating 
his third as coach and 
second with Ahly, having 
led them to the crown last 
season.

It was a day Akpeyi and 
t e a m m a t e s  t h o u g h 
considered outsiders to the 
final as first timers. They 
came they saw they tried by 
with Pitso Mosimane that 
had eye on back to back 
victory and an Al Ahly that 
was  bent  on count ing 
number 10 it was apparent it 
would be hard nut to crack 
for the Chiefs who will now 
look forward to next edition 
to try their luck.

that the Chiefs would have 
shot into the lead and who 
knows that would have 
changed the equation of  the 
game.

Akpeyi all this while had 
remained solid in his area of  
jurisdiction.

Amakhos i ' s  tur n ing 
point of  the game came at 
the stroke of  halftime when 
Mashiane was sent off  for a 
dangerous studs-up foul on 

angers  manager, RSteven Gerrard, has 
s a i d  t h a t  s c a n s 

revealed that Flying Eagles 
star Nnamdi Ofoborh has 
heart issues. 

This, the coach said, 
would put the career of  the 
21-year-old midfielder who 
joined the club on a free 
transfer from Bournemouth 
this summer on hold. 

After his side drew 2-2 
with Arsenal in their friendly 
a t  Ibrox,  Ger rard  to ld 
RangersTV, “I don't think 
you'll see him in the short 
term. 

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
something has flagged up 
with his ECG, which is the 
heart test. 

“We've got top medical 
people here at the club now 
and we check all the players 
thoroughly from head to toe 
when they arrive. 

“Unfortunately there's 
been a bit of  a red flag with a 
heart issue so he's going to 
see some specialists in the 
coming weeks and we need 
to do more tests before we 
move forward. 

“It's disappointing and 
frustrating but we'll have to 

manage and cope. 
“The important thing is 

the player's health, which 
we'll obviously focus on first 
and foremost. 

“ O f  c o u r s e  i t  i s 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g  a n d 
frustrating for the player but I 
spoke to him yesterday, told 
him to keep smiling and be 
patient and we will  do 
everything we can to support 
him, get him in front of  the 
right people and the right 
support and hopefully he 
will be back, not too long.” 

G e r r a r d  w a s  m o r e 
positive about the hamstring 
injury to 38-year-old striker 
Jermain Defoe, who limped 
off  just before half-time in 

Saturday's match. 
He said: “I think [Defoe] 

has a little tweak in his 
hamstring so we will check 
that out in the coming days 
and hopefully it is not a bad 
one. 

“I saw him walk off  and 
normally when it is a bad 
hamstring you don't walk off  
and so that is a positive. 

“We just need to get all 
our main players back in the 
mix now and get them up to 
speed and once we do we will 
be fine.” 

Rangers kick off  their 
S c o t t i s h  P r e m i e r s h i p 
campaign on Saturday, July 
31 with a home tie against 
Livingston.

u p e r  E a g l e s 

Sgoalkeeper Daniel 
A k p e y i  w a s 

p r a c t i c a l l y  d e n i e d 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s m i l e 
Saturday July 17, 2021 at 
the Mohamed V Stadium in 
Casablanca, Morocco.

T h e  N i g e r i a n 
international who plies his 
trade with Kaizer Chiefs of  
South Africa arrived the 
Moroccan economic capital 
with teammates full of  hope 
and determined to put in his 
b e s t  t o  w i n  t h e  C A F 
Champions league and by 
so doing crown a good run 
to the final which pitched 
them against Egyptian 
giants and ' tradit ional 
winners' if  you like Al Ahly.

That the former Chippa 
United safehand is good at 
his job is to put it mildly or 
how do you explain that 
Coach decided to pick him 
to man the post against Al 
Ahly who had compatriot 
Junior Ajayi on parade and 
with eyes fixed on winning 
the title for the 10th time.

Of  course Akpeyi who 
joined Chiefs in 2019 began 
wel l  unt i l  the  ki tchen 
became too hot following 
pressures  mounted by 
Coach Pitso Mosimane-led 
Al Ahly.

Chiefs were forced to 
play second half  with 10 
men after Happy Mashiane 
was sent off  right at the 
stroke of  half  time and you 
can imagine what it could 
mean playing a side like Al 
Ahly with a man down.

The opening period was 
competitive in the middle of  
the park and chances were 
far and few in between. 
Samir Nurkovic had a 
c h a n c e  f o r  t h e  S o u t h 
African side with a curling 
shot in the 16th minute 
which flew straight to the 
keeper's arms, an indication 
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CAF C/League final: How Al Ahly invaded Akpeyi's territory

Scans show Flying Eagles' star, Ofoborh has

heart issues -Gerrard

Giroud completes
AC Milan move

Real Madrid offer
Vinicius Jr to Man Utd

Akpeyi was beaten three times by the EgyptiansAkpeyi was beaten three times by the EgyptiansAkpeyi was beaten three times by the Egyptians

Al-Ahly successfully defended their titleAl-Ahly successfully defended their titleAl-Ahly successfully defended their title

Giroud unveiled as a new Milan playerGiroud unveiled as a new Milan playerGiroud unveiled as a new Milan player

By Julius Okorie
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 popular saying goes 

Athat “an injury to one is 
an injury to all”. This 

statement I am convinced may 
never have been heard by all the 
groups that constitute what may 
be called Imo media. Taking this 
position may find justification in 
the recent travail suffered by a 
journalist/media practitioner in 
the state who was whisked away 
or kidnapped or abducted on his 
way home after he rose from a 
program. It was reported that on 
that July 2, when Sunny Uma 
Anderson got missing, the 
popular On Air Presenter had 
done a program that was critical 
of  a state government agency-
Owerri Capital Development 
Authority (OCDA)

Same day, the report further 
indicated, was the day the Reach 
FM 104.9 where Uma does his 
stuff  to the delight of  his Igbo 
audience was shot down by state 
a c t o r s .  R e a s o n  f o r  t h e  
clampdown according to sources 
was the failure of  the radio house 
to produce the building approved 
plan for a structure the owners 
claimed was acquired some years 
earlier. Until the day he 
resurfaced after 10 days, it is not 
known that Imo media (NUJ 
and all), the government, 
RATTAWU, the police and civil 
rights activists made any efforts 
concerning the young man's 
whereabouts

S u n n y ' s  p o p u l a r  r a d i o  
program sometimes draws 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i l l s  o f  
governance especially in the 
s tate.  The media  as  the   
acclaimed are watchdog of  the 
society, a role clearly very risky 
for the practitioners especially 
when power is in the hands of  
evil men who are not committed 
to delivering an improved 
society. The same society Sunny 
s o u g h t  t o  i m p r ove  a l s o  
abandoned him at critical 
moments of  need when his life 
was at stake

The most worrisome aspect of  
t h e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  h i s  
constituency, the media did not 
wake up to fight for his life until 
he was released. Outside 

splashes of  social media messages 
from a few friends and news items 
in some tabloids, it never mattered 
to any media group to go beyond 
that to challenge the authorities. It 
speaks so much about how the 
m e d i a  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  va l u e  
t h e m s e l ve s  a n d  h ow  t h e y  
appreciate the critical roles they 
play.

It is a well known fact that some 
professions like the Nigerian 
Medical Association, or the 
Nigerian Bar Association would 
not go to sleep when one of  its 
members find himself  under 
circumstances such as this. They 
will down tools until he is released. 
Although there is not yet a direct 
link to the authorities, the 
circumstances of  the boy's 
disappearance and the manner the 
government has related with the 
media points accusing fingers in its 
direction, observed a human rights 
activist

It is hypocritical that same 
government that wants a co-
operating media to show case its 
activities would at same time be 
hounding the press. Truth must be 
told that drawing from feelers from 
the Imo people this government is 
not in their good books. Anyone in 
contention of  this fact is challenged 
to go and sincerely survey the 
people and deliver the result for the 
world to see. While the government 
is pretending to be working, 
operating in deceit and open lies, it 

does not want its under belly to be 
exposed because it is full of  rot. 
This is the crux of  the matter and 
the challenge of  the media.

This is the reason it struggles to 
keep the media under its jackboot 
or compromise it in order to pocket 
it. In less than two years there are 
c lear  ind ica t ions  tha t  the  
government does not mean well for 
the press no matter how it pretends 
about it. A media observer once 
described it as an 'unfriendly 
friend'. Innumerable facts abound 
to support this claim. Let us sample 
just a few of  the unassailable facts. 

On assumption of  office the 
Chief  Press Secretary to the 
governor like an attack dog 
pounced on the journalists 
describing them in the most 
derogatory language. On seeking 
confirmation of  information he 
would threaten you with court 
ac t ion  “ shou ld  you  wr i t e  
nonsense”. Perhaps this may have 
emboldened the legislators who 
took turns to be beating journalists. 
The Trumpeta newspaper nearly 
received same 'VIP treatment' from 
O C DA  o v e r  a  s t o r y  t h e  
government and its agency 
frowned at but they screamed loud 
enough.

Barr Vivian Ottih, National 
Association of  Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ) chairperson in the state 
who was until recently recalled was 
placed on indefinite suspension for 
asking for the salaries of  her work 

colleagues. It was like an anathema to 
ask for your right while the 
government lies all the way that it 
does not owe anybody.  

In one case, one Nwaneri, an aide 
of  the governor pounced on the 
working tools of  the news editor of  
Darling FM, Kingsley who was 
covering planned protest of  unpaid 
pensioners, seized it and wiped away 
all information on the phone. It took 
pleadings from another government 
spokesperson to retrieve the gadget 
from him after 4 days. What could be 
more humiliating trampling on a 
media personnel? Where did he get 
such powers?

As if  beating is their stock in trade, 
the governor's brother also showed 
the stuff  he is made of  by beating up a 
journalist, Precious Nwadike, 
p u b l i s h e r  o f  t h e  Wa t c h d o g  
newspaper. Not quite long security 
operatives also pounced on state 
vendors accusing them of  selling 
papers carrying IPOB stories. Both 
the Commissioner of  Information 
and police authorities denied 
knowledge of  the incident. Five of  the 
vendors were released after they went 
on a one day strike. 

The Commissioner of  Information 
once in a radio program was 
combative against the presenter in an 
argument and displayed behavior 
considered embarrassing for his 
status as a government official. The 
popular presenter, Nonso Nkwa who 
stands with people has continued to 
cry out loud that he has been 

receivi
ng threats and 
once his newspaper office was 
burgled and office equipment 
stolen.

The undue interference in the 
media affairs of  journalists in the 
state by the authorities as part of  
its effort to pocket the press is quite 
worrisome. The clandestine role 
the government played in the 
NAWOJ election is what has split 
the group into two factions. It is 
sad and unfortunate. Except one 
or two tabloids speaking out, Imo 
media appears cowed and 
pocketed and no longer plays the 
so called watchdog roles.

News  Echo  ed i to r s  has  
constantly been under the 
harassment of  the Chief  Press 
Secretary to the governor and until 
recently the Adviser on Print 
M e d i a .  I f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
complaining about the headlines, 
they will complain about the 
editorial or the column and have 
made the editors the talk of  their 
office. Their challenge is not that 
you are stating wrong facts but 
why are you saying so because 
they have never challenged the 
veracity of  the facts. I would not be 
surprised if  they come after me 
after this publication. The world 
should therefore look in their 
direction in case anything 
dangerous happens to me

In all of  these what has the 
media in the state done collectively 
to stem further humiliation and 
protect itself  and its members? In 
what appears a response, a female 
journalist had this to say, “Oga 
Afam, what do you expect when 
the state NUJ is split and one 
group is backed by government. 
Our publishers are one side doing 
senior conja, begging to get 
attention of  the government which 
continues to ignore them, why are 
they begging to see governor. Our 
colleagues in the government are 
also not helping matters, is like 
everyone is on his own o!''

Does this mean the situation is 
irredeemable for the media that 
everybody is looking up to salvage 
the situation for the people? Only 
journalists can best provide the 
answer. Sunny Uma, welcome 
back and please don't let darkness 
comprehend light. Change your 
style; there are still many ways to 
kill a rat.

Sunny Uma: Imo media under jackboot 
or pocket of government
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