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INEC: APC
clarifies on
Onochie’s
membership

he All Progressives TCongress, APC, in 
D e l t a  S t a t e  h a s 

c l a i m e d  t h a t  L a u r e t t a 
Onochie, Social Media aide 
to President Muhammadu 
Buhari, is not a card carrying 
member of  the party.

The party further asked the 
Senate to ignore the protests 
and plethora of  petitions 
a g a i n s t  O n o c h i e ' s 
nomination.

Protests have greeted the 
nomination of  Onochie as 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e 
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l 
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s i o n 
( I N E C )  b y  P r e s i d e n t 
Mohammadu Buhari.

The APC described as 
f ic t i t ious  and f r ivolous 
petition from a senatorial 
district in Delta State which 
has vehemently opposed her 
nomination because she is 
Anioma daughter.

In a communiqué at the 
end of  a meeting of  APC 
leaders and stakeholders in 
Delta north at the weekend, 
the party said, “She is a 
technocrat and has been part 
of  us and she is not a card-
carrying member of  our 
p a r t y . ” A l s o ,  t h e 
communiqué s igned by 
C y p r i a n  A s h i b u o g u , 
Clement Ozegbe, Nkem Osu 
and Onyeisi Nwokolobia 
called on the south and 
central to support the quest of  
Delta north to produce the 
next APC governorship 
candidate  for  the  2023 
election.

The party argued that 
Anioma nation has never 
contested the governorship 
seat on the platform of  APC.
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t is in the character of politicians Ito promise heaven on earth in 
their quest for power but as soon 

as they climb they throw away the 
ladder with which they ascended. 
M a n y  h ave  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  
politicians are the real bane of 
development because as leaders they 
are not promise keepers and so act as 
corrupt influence on others.

Governors especially those in the 
South East are supposed to improve 
the lot of their people but facts on 
ground do not support this. At 
individual levels the Igbo man is 
widely acknowledged as very 
enterprising and development 
conscious person who can hold his 
ground any day. When it comes to 
political leadership it is sad to 
comment that our Igbo governors 
especially of this generation have 
not fared well in developing their 
region. Possibly, there could be one 
exception.

We have done two years out of the 
four year political calendar and the 
politicians at all levels are already 
warming up to approach the people 
for another support to retain their 
positions or for their god sons. This 
is the time to get our governors to 
account beyond mere rhetoric.

Some of the governors we must 
alert have been making spurious 
claims about developing their states 
all bothering on cheap propaganda 
t o  d e c e i v e  t h e  p e o p l e .  
Unfortunately, the people are wiser 
and know that in reality no 
governance is taking place especially 
in those states where the governors 
cannot discharge their basic 
obligations to the people.

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i s  k e y  i n  
governance because it helps to 
ensure prudence in the management 
of resources. We are calling on the 
governors to open their books and 
sincerely show the people their score 
card. Ndigbo in their spirit of 
enterprise want to know how much 
resources or revenues that have 
accrued to the governors and how 
they have expended them.

We challenge them if they are 
serious, sincere and truly committed 
to the people publish an account of 
their stewardship in details and 

allow the people to ask questions. It 
must not be only through the anti-
graft agencies that we will always 
get to know how our moneys have 
been spent.

 We call on the professional groups 
in ala Igbo (Igbo land) including the 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), 
the Nigerian Society of Engineers 
(NSE), the Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA), Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Nigeria 
(ICAN), as well as  the NUJ to get to 
work to evaluate the performance of 
these governors and bring same to 
the attention of the people. Civil 
society groups should not be left out 
in the exercise 

 One of the issues seriously 
impeding the benefits of democratic 
practices in Nigeria is the challenge 
of  the electorate in getting 
leadership to account for its 
s t e wa r d s h i p .  T h e  l a c k  o f  
accountability as it is experienced in 
advanced democracies is the reason 
it appears that our democracy is not 
adding value to the life of the people. 
Accountability is supposed to 
operate as the control factor which 
absence creates a situation of chaos 
and disregard for the people.

Lack of accountability has created 
multifarious problem the greatest of 
which is corruption. When leaders 
feel that they are not accountable to 
anybody or would not be challenged 
to account for their leadership they 
run riot against all. Sadly, we run a 
system where there is a mass of 
i l l i terates,  few unconcerned 
enlightened fellows, docile and 
nonchalant masses against wild, 
voracious, corrupt, thieving public 
officials.

Appropriately, there is supposed to 
be entrenched in every process an 
inbuilt mechanism that is supposed 
to ensure control and protect the 
system from collapse. All of these 
are found in our establishments but 
in reality they are circumvented 
deliberately or made to fail by 
deliberate human effort not 
necessarily by a mistake. All of these 
human contrivances occur because 
the perpetrators are certain that they 
can do this without consequences 
since no one would raise an eye 
brow.
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Calling on  South East 
governors to stewardship
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conceding that a mistake was made 
on the Supreme Court's declaration 
of  Governor Uzodimma as the 
Governor of  Imo State on January 
14, corrections should be derived 
and learnt from there for future 
elections.

It is inappropriate to subject the 
a p e x  c o u r t  t o  c o n t i n u o u s  
interpretation of  its judgment on just 
one case. If  the Supreme Court had 
declared, for instance, one thousand 
judgments on various cases since its 
inception, at least a handful of  those 
judgments may have been seen as a 
miscarriage of  justice by the losers, 
why didn't the litigants mount 
further pressure on the apex court for 
reversal of  the judgments? Supreme 
Court cannot be absolutely right at 
all times, and if  Imo governorship 
election litigation case was probably 
one of  perceived miscarriage of  
justice that should be seen as the way 
God wanted it.

The Supreme Court is not 
obligated or should be compelled to 
interpret a judgment delivered over 
18 months ago, particularly a matter 
that is statute-barred. If  the justices 
of  the apex court reverse the 
judgment on Imo case, don't be 
surprised that other litigants from 
the 36 states of  the federation will all 
a pproa c h  i t  f o r  the i r  own  
interpretations  or reversal even if  
most of  them file frivolous 
applications. There should be an end 
to litigations.

Maduako, writes from Owerri via 
i feanyimaduako2017@gmail.com 
(08061562735).

Editor’s note: The present 
application on the Imo governorship 
is not about interpretation but for 
Supreme Court to enforce its 
judgement of  December 20, 2019 on 
Ugwumba Uche Nwosu and 
Senator Hope Uzodimma.

eye of  logic because a valid 
candidate ought not to have 
contested election with invalid 
candidates or illegitimate candidates 
ab initio. You cannot place 
something on nothing and expects it 
to stand. 

By the way, is the latest litigation a 
pre-election or post-election matter 
as obtainable in election matters? If  
Ihedioha is peradventure recalled to 
the seat, when does his tenure end? 
Will he start afresh or continue from 
where his seven- month old tenure 
stopped? Governor Uzodimma's 
APC candidacy and mandate as 
declared by the Supreme Court are 
valid and legitimate regardless of  
later ruling by the same apex court. 

The Supreme Court is made up of  
human beings who are fallible. The 
jurists are not infallible, they are not 
omniscient. Assuming without 

nomination had laid his matter to 
rest. 

Now to the PDP candidate. His 
contention that he should be 
returned to his seat as governor is 
illogical to my own understanding. 
If  he is standing on the argument or 
premise that both Uzodimma and 
Uche Nwosu were unqualified for 
the general election in which he was 
declared the winner, then his own 
election or declaration as the winner 
was equally null and void and of  no 
effect whatsoever because he 
contested the said election with 
presumably unqualified and illegal 
candidates which yielded illegal 
votes from where his own votes were 
computed and counted. 

You cannot cherry pick a few 
good apples from a basket full of  
rotten apples. The entire election 
should have remained voided in the 

the candidate of  Action Alliance. 
Since law itself  was derived by 

commonsense and logic, I am 
making these arguments based on 
logic.  Before the governorship 
election in Imo State, there was no 
court of  competent jurisdiction in 
the land that disqualified Senator 
Uzodimma as the candidate of  
APC. 

The fate of  APC in Rivers and 
Zamfara States does not apply to 
Imo State because there was no pre-
election disqualification of  APC in 
Imo State before the general 
election. If  Uche Nwosu had not 
contested the main election on the 
platform of  Action Alliance, he 
would have been the most legitimate 
claimant to Governor Uzodimma's 
seat since the apex court had 
declared him as the authentic 
candidate of  the APC, but his double 

he gubernatorial election of  T2019  had  four  s t rong  
c a n d i d a t e s  v i z ;  

Dist inguished Senator Hope 
Uzodimma of  the All Progressives 
Congress  (APC), Rt. Hon. Emeka  
Ihedioha of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), Distinguished  Senator 
Ifeanyi Araraume of  the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA), and Chief  Uche Nwosu of  
the Action Alliance (AA). 

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) had 
declared Ihedioha of  the PDP as the 
winner of  the election. He was sworn 
in on May 29, 2019 as the governor 
of  Imo State. However, Senator 
Uzodimma  of  the APC having 
argued  his case from the trial court 
up to the Supreme Court  with 
credible  facts and evidences at his 
disposal  which were made available 
to the  apex court , was pronounced  
as the duly elected governor  of  the 
State  on January 14, 2020. 

Curiously, the ousted former 
governor and then candidate of  the 
PDP, Ihedioha, is still agitating to be 
recalled back to his seat as governor. 
This essayist is not a lawyer, but the 
intention of  this essay is strictly 
based on layman's logic and 
commonsense without prejudice to 
the matter already before the apex 
c o u r t  f o r  a d j u d i c a t i o n  o r  
interpretation.  

From the peripheral information 
available to me, the PDP is praying 
the court to return Ihedioha as 
governor on the premise that 
Governor Uzodimma was not the 
valid candidate of  the APC since the 
same court had earlier declared Uche 
Nwosu as the authentic candidate of  
the APC but, however, voided his 
candidacy on the ground of  double 
nomination. Uche Nwosu was also 
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Opinion

Obiano

Soludo

By Ifeanyi Maduako

Uzodimma's mandate: Does Supreme Court 
owe the world any interpretation?

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“It is inappropriate to subject the apex court to continuous 
interpretation of  its judgment on just one case. If  the Supreme 
Court had declared, for instance, one thousand judgments on 
various cases since its inception, at least a handful of  those 
judgments may have been seen as a miscarriage of  justice by the 
losers, why didn't the litigants mount further pressure on the apex 
court for reversal of  the judgments? Supreme Court cannot be 
absolutely right at all times, and if  Imo governorship election 
litigation case was probably one of  perceived miscarriage of  
justice that should be seen as the way God wanted it.”

Uzodimma Ihedioha
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Bitter Truth
With Livy-Elcon Emereonye
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olitics is not only a Pg a m e  p l a y e d  b y  
politicians; it is also 

merchandise for many with 
different products - goods and 
services – and the merchants 
exist in different shapes and 
sizes at different times and 
seasons  wi th  d i f f e ren t  
mechanics in the conduct of  
their trade. Politicking is a 
serious business not meant for 
the chicken hearted and lily-
livered moralists.

Primarily, politics can be 
perceived as both the art and 
the act of  getting power. It 
involves "the set of  activities 
that are associated with 
making decisions in groups, 
or other forms of  power 
relations between individuals, 
such as the distribution of  
resources or status." It may be 
used positively in the context 
of  a “political solution” 
which is compromising and 
non-violent, or descriptively 
as “the art or science of  
government”, but also often 
c a r r i e s  a  n e g a t i v e  
connotation." “Politics is 
exercised on a wide range of  
social levels, from clans and 
tribes of  traditional societies, 
t h r o u g h  m o d e r n  l o c a l  
governments, companies and 
institutions up to sovereign 
states, to the international 
level.”  - Wikipedia

“Political means relating to 
the way power is achieved and 
used in the country or society. 
Someone who is political is 
interested or involved in 
politics and holds strong 
b e l i e f s  a b o u t  i t . ”  
(https://www.collinsdictiona
ry.com/dictionary/english/p
olitical). It has been said that 
human beings are political 
animals but are all humans 
r e a l ly  p o l i t i c a l ?  D o e s  
everyone play politics?

A merchant is a person 
whose business is buying and 
selling of  products (goods and 
ser vices)  for  prof i t .  A 
merchant can also mean a 
business that sells directly to 
the public through a physical 
office or personal dealings 
from a store or electronically 
espec ia l ly  through the  
internet. There are different 
types of  merchants including 

political merchants that exist 
in the world of  politics.

Merchandise is goods to be 
bought or sold and the 
activities relating to the sale. 
Writing on merchandising, 
Adams  Hayes  penned ,  
“Merchandis ing  i s  the  
promotion of  goods and/or 
services that are available for 
retail use. Merchandising 
includes the determination of  
quantities, setting prices for 
goods and services, creating 
display designs, developing 
marketing strategies, and 
establishing discounts or 
coupons. More broadly, 
merchandising may refer to 
retail sales itself: the provision 
o f  g o o d s  t o  e n d - u s e r  
c o n s u m e r s .  
(https://www.investopedia.c
om/terms/m/merchandising
.asp)

Being a thing of  interest, 
common interest, politics 
entails a lot of  intrigues within 
and outside the framework of  
a  p o w e r  b l o c .  I n  i t s  
mechanics, different methods 
can be deployed which may 
include promoting one's own 
political views among people, 
negot iat ion with other  
political subjects, lobby, 
compromise, making laws; 
exercising force, intimidation, 
betrayal and even warfare 
a g a i n s t  o p p o n e n t s ,  
adversaries or even fellow 

comrades with divergent 
views especially within the 
political framework of  strange 
bedfellows where there is 
politics without a common 
political ideology.

Politics can sometimes be a 
rough game so playing it 
without adequate preparation 
and caution can be dicey and 
deadly. It is a whole world of  
permutation where anything 
and everything can happen 
any time. People play dirty in 
politics – and dirty politics 
kills.

Man is a political animal 
but real politics is a learned 
act. The environment one 
lives as well as the people one 
interacts with can play 
important roles in learning 
the art and the practice of  
politics.

The consciousness for 
active politics starts with the 
desire to bring about change 
through service but this 
"service" must be clearly spelt 
out so as not to mix up selfish 
service with unselfish people 
orientated service. It is in the 
context of  service that 
political merchandise and 
political merchant can be 
c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  a n d  
understood. This is where 
moderation can be separated 
from desperation along the 
p a t h  o f  c i v i l i t y  a n d  
criminality. The government 

vis-à-vis the governed can 
insulate or stimulate political 
activism. Bad governance 
instigates revolution and the 
result and consequences 
cannot easily be predicted. 
But to challenge, and change, 
the status quo is not easy.

Real politics is capital 
intensive. Total politics needs 
wit  and tact .  I t  takes  
intelligence to conceive great 
ideas that can mould or swing 
opinion. It takes boldness to 
brand, push and market 
political ideology – and this is 
where political merchants 
become very useful. A good 
political merchant must be 
able to market the politician to 
the public and get votes for 
him. However, there are both 
good and bad merchants.

Politics takes money; it 
requires funds. While some 
donate the money, some 
others manage it and in the 
process of  management one 
may feed fat on it. The 
political merchant who can 
actually be the politician or 
the political contractor sees 
politics as money making 
venture and every political 
season is an anticipated 
season of  boom so he can go 
to any length to beg for money 
or ask for sponsorship.

There are more intelligent 
criminals in politics today 
than ever before – and they 
can stop at nothing to 
a c t u a l i z e  t h e i r  g r o s s  
ambitions and carry on with 
their activities even when they 

kne
w 

t h e i r  
f a t e  

before the 
ex e r c i s e .  T h e y  
en joy  the  g l a m our  o f  
participation and believe so 
much in miracles – political 
miracles as long as the cash 
flow from the donors is 
sustained.

In the political arena, 
political merchandise can be 
very interesting and engaging. 
It plays very important roles 
in politicking and makes the 
exercise fun. It also sustains 
the tempo for engagement - 
and the political merchant 
turns it into a tool for 
monetization and protection 
of  business interests.

Polit ical  merchandise 
means products (goods and 
services) sold by a person at a 
fund raiser or to the general 
public for publicity or for the 
purpose of  raising funds to be 
used  in  suppor t ing  or  
opposing a candidate for 
nomination for or election to 
a n  e l e c t i ve  o f f i c e,  i n  
supporting or opposing the 
qualification, passage, or 
defeat of  a ballot question, or 
in supporting or opposing the 
qualif ication of  a new 
political party. Such goods 
include bumper stickers, pins, 
hats, beverages, literature, or 
other items necessary to 
create awareness and woo the 
electorates. The service angle 
is interesting and tasking, 
requiring great intellectual 
acumen and prowess for 
efficiency. It must be well 
organized and timely to be 
effective.

Some people hide under 
the cover of  politics to become 
corporate beggars. They 
target their victims and 
shamelessly go cap in hand to 
beg them for money to fund 
their campaign only for such 
funds to be siphoned or 
c h a n n e l e d  i n t o  o t h e r  
unrelated things entirely. The 
criminals who have perfected 
this act and somehow made a 
fortune from it remain 
'perennial politicians' with 
amorphous endless ambition, 
shifting target every season.

Politics is a game of  
intrigues full of  sagacity. At 
the extreme, it is worse than 
swimming with the shark with 
the political merchants as 
speculators and spectators 
ready to swap position and 
share loyalty!

“

“

Talking about political
merchandizing 

There are more intelligent criminals in politics 
today than ever before – and they can stop at nothing 
to actualize their gross ambitions and carry on with 
their activities even when they knew their fate before 
the exercise. They enjoy the glamour of  participation 
and believe so much in miracles – political miracles 

as long as the cash flow from the donors is sustained.
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without any plans for the LGAs. 
Election is not even the major 
problem facing Imo LGAs today. 
The Ihedioha tenure exposed that 
w h e t h e r  e l e c t e d  C o u n c i l  
Chairmen or not, if  the funds 
meant for LGAs from Abuja gets 
to them, meaningful achievements 
would be recorded in the LGAs.

Presently, Imo LGAs have gone 
back to the Okorocha's days, when 
all that the Chairmen do is collect 
salaries from the State for the 
workers. No fund for other 
developmental projects. This is the 
reason there is no sign of  lives in 
the LGAs today. Unfortunately it 
is Imo State that is suffering the 
consequence, which will live to 
hunt the system and all of  us 
tomorrow.

Gover nor Uzodinma has 
promised to revital ize the 
moribund Development Centers, 
and Imo people are waiting. He 
has also promised to conduct local 
government elections. But how 
feasible is that within the less than 
two years the administration has 
left to conclude its outing before 
next election?

The PDP administrations have 
shown that the wheel of  Imo 
progress cannot roll in full swing 
w i t h o u t  f u n c t i o n a l  l o c a l  
government system. It must be 
noted that every citizen of  Imo 
State first of  all comes from a local 
government area, which is an 
indication that LGA system is the 
custodian of  development, and 
eas ies t  channel  of  weal th  
distribution to the masses.

Therefore it would be advisable 
that all those Secretariats and 
stadia started by the Ihedioha 
administration be completed. It 
has nothing to do with who, or 
administration that nursed the 
idea, since the money belongs to 
Imo people who will also make use 
of  the facilities when completed.

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
unfortunately, was criticized for 
executing those projects then. But 
now, what has happened since 
then in Imo LGAs? Has the 
succeeding administration done 
better in that aspect? Let us recover 
Imo LGAs, it is the answer to the 
cries of  the downtrodden, and the 
closest government to the masses.

Ekpe, a co-publisher of  Trumpeta 
Newspaper writes from Owerri

clock in, clock out system which 
easily identified ghost workers in 
the LGAs. Ihedioha directed that 
a l l  L G A s  b u i l d  b e f i t t i n g  
Secretariats which must be 
completed within a stipulated 
period of  time.

That of  Ahiazu Mbaise LGA 
was commissioned before that 
administration left office. The then 
Governor asked the twenty seven 
LGA Interim Chairmen to 
commence simultaneously stadia 
in all the LGA Headquarters. Most 
of  those structures had gone far 
before Ihedioha left office.

The good thing about letting Imo 
LGAs work is that apart from the 
fact  that LGAs take developments 
to the people, the LGAs create jobs 
for the youths, and reduce influx of  
people into the State capital 
begging for alms in Government 
House, and disturbing Government 
Appointees in their offices.

A robust Imo LGA showed that 
our people can be productive when 
shown the way and especially when 
they can easily reach their Local 
Government Headquarters and 
solve their issues. The Udenwa, 
Ohakim and Ihedioha era showed 
that Local Government System is 
the engine room of  the State 
Government in complimenting 
each other and reducing the masses 
burdens.

Now, that Governor Hope 
Uzodinma Government has spent 
one year and eight months in office 

intentionally made moribund  and 
workers owed humongous arrears, 
which sent many of  them home, 
leaving the LGAs deserted and 
abandoned for a good eight years.

But Okorocha just few months 
before he left office conducted a 
sham election, which he personally 
organized to produce those to man 
his campaign structures to plant his 
son in-law as his successor, and 
necessarily not to administer the 
LGAs.

The Question many asked was 
why Okorocha refused to conduct 
LGA elections in eight years only to 
organize a contraption of  such 
months to vacate office? Therefore, 
it was during the Okorocha era that 
Imo LGAs died finally. Because, 
had he followed what Udenwa and 
Ohakim did in the LGAs, Imo 
would have been better for it today.

For eight years all the gains 
recorded by the  two PDP 
Governments of  Udenwa and 
Ohakim were decimated and 
eroded. That was the sorry 
situation of  Imo LGAs when the 
Government of  Governor Emeka 
I h e d i o h a  a r r i v e d .  T h e  
administration swiftly cleaned all 
the rubbles left behind by the 
Okorocha Government, within a 
period of  four months.

During the Ihedioha short-lived 
administration, total life returned 
to the LGAs and communities. 
Some quick and transparent 
measures were adopted: like the 

to the rural dwellers.
Udenwa's LGA system produced 

the likes of  Emma Nwogu (Ngor 
Okpala LGA) who was a former 
National Commissioner, National  
Population Commission, Eze 
Mayor (Orlu LGA) a former 
m e m b e r  o f  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, Senator Sam 
Daddy Anyanwu (Ikeduru LGA) 
Hon Jeff  Ojinika (Orsu LGA) 
f o r m e r  m e m b e r  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives,  Bar Victor 
Muruako (Owerri West) now 
Chairman Fiscal Commission 
Abuja, Chief  Uche Diogu (Isu 
L G A )  n o w  a  N a t i o n a l  
Commissioner, His Excellency 
Gerald Irona (Oguta LGA) former 
Deputy Governor Imo State,  
Emma Ibediro (Onuimo LGA) Ex 
National Organizing Secretary 
APC and others.

Maybe, if  not for the Local 
Government Administration, we 
would not have harvested these 
talents today. When Dr Ikedi 
Ohakim became governor, he 
followed Udenwa's footsteps to 
conduct LGA election within four 
years in office, and also maintained 
the Development Center model.

Ohakim's LGA system also 
produced some Imo Sons and 
daughters who hold sway in the 
State today. That administration 
produced the likes of  Bar Enyinna 
Onuegbu (Ngor Okpala) who was a 
former Commissioner for Works, 
Mrs Rubi Emele (Isiala Mbano) 
former SA Local Government 
Affairs, and others. However, the 
LGA system collapsed with the 
arrival of  the Gov Rochas 
Okorocha's administration.

He did not only abandon the 
Development Centre system, but 
refused to conduct any election in 
the LGAs for eight years he was in 
office. He however, tried to foist on 
Imo people what he called 
Community Government Council 
CGC which he used to demolish 
the Local Government System in 
the State completely. The CGC 
introduced by him system was at 
variance with the three tiers of  
Government endorsed by the 
constitution and therefore could 
not work.

CGC instead destroyed the 
communities as the traditional 
rulers were pitted against their 
president generals. In the eight 
years Okorocha “ruled” Imo State, 
the local government areas were 

he framers of  Nigerian TConstitution went for a 
t h r e e  t i e r  s y s t e m  o f  

government, which was adopted 
and led to the creation of  states and 
local government areas under the 
national government. The local 
governments areas ought to be 
autonomous to carry out their own 
duties, and targeted at the roots, 
since a majority of  the populace live 
in the rural areas.

But unfortunately, the dream of  
making the local government areas 
t h e  f u l c r u m  o f  N i g e r i a n  
development in a pyramid model of  
governance has failed. This is not 
because the funds accruable to the 
LGAs are not released by the 
Federal Government but because 
the executive governors in the states 
have refused to allow the LGAs 
access to use and account for their 
funds, which are usually hijacked 
by the states.

At the beginning of  the present 
democracy in Imo State, the first 
governor in 1999, Chief  Achike 
Udenwa of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party PDP, adhered to the 
constitution by conducting two 
Local Government elections in the 
eight years he was in office. He even 
created forty four (44) development 
centers to further push development 
and governance down to the 
common Man. The periodic 
elections and handing over 
leadership of  the LGAs to elected 
Chairmen by Udenwa galvanized 
live in the grassroots, and also 
brought development to the masses.

And one good thing about the 
Udenwa era was that in the 
elections, not only PDP produced 
the local government Chairmen, 
even as opposition All Nigerian 
Peoples Par ty (ANPP) also 
produced chairmen. This balanced 
the political equation and deepened 
democracy further in the State.

Mostly in Orlu zone where 
Udenwa came, ANNP even had 
elected Chairmen: Cyril Okafor  
Cypox (Orsu LGA),Nwabueze 
Ogushienti (Oru East) and others. 
And today, the achievements 
recorded by the Udenwa era in the 
LGAs are still there. Indeed, most 
of  the young men and women who 
emerged as Council Chairmen then 
have grown to be the leaders in Imo 
State and Nigeria. It really served 
the purpose for which LGAs are 
created, to be the spring board for 
emerging rulers, and as a give back 
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Need to recover Imo LGAs 

“He did not only abandon the Development Centre system, 
but refused to conduct any election in the LGAs for eight years 
he was in office. He however, tried to foist on Imo people what 
he called Community Government Council CGC which he 
used to demolish the Local Government System in the State 
completely. The CGC introduced by him system was at 
variance with the three tiers of  Government endorsed by the 
constitution and therefore could not work. CGC instead 
destroyed the communities as the traditional rulers were 
pitted against their president generals. In the eight years 
Okorocha “ruled” Imo State, the local government areas 
were intentionally made moribund  and workers owed 
humongous arrears, which sent many of  them home, leaving 
the LGAs deserted and abandoned for a good eight years.''

Uzodimma Okorocha Ohakim Udenwa



businesses are operated coupled 
with its attendant loss of  lives 
and property.

“We are also aware that 
Environmental 
I m p a c t  
A s s e s s m e n t  
(EIA) and Risk 
A s s e s s m e n t  
(RA) ought to 
be conducted 
b e f o r e  t h e  
commencement 
of  the project in 
question and it 
is our firm belief  
that such steps 
were not taken 
and no right 
thinking officer 
of  any state 
d e p a r t m e n t  
would approve 
the location and 
construction of  
a  g a s  p l a n t  
within the area 

in question having known the 
risk and danger associated with 
such business contemporary.

“Consequent upon the above 
stated facts, we humbly pray you 
to use your good office to stop 
further construction on the site 
and effect immediate relocation 
of  the site to a location where 
there is no residential building 
and more suitable area or 
location for such business. 
“This save our soul call is 
brought to your notice for 
necessary action”.

Efforts by News Echo to get 
one of  the residents, to speak on 
the issue at stake outside the 
group petition and protests for 
relocation of  the gas plant could 
not be achieved.

Sealing off  the gas plant site, 
the Managing Director of  
ACTDA, Venerable Barrister 
Amaechi Okwusa said his 
agency after due diligence 
decided that the site be sealed 
indefinitely to give room for 
further investigation.

He reiterated that no work or 
transaction should be carried 
out on the site even as he warned 
that anyone found violating the 
order will face the full wrath of  
the law.

Venerable Okwusa stated 
that ACTDA has a procedure 
for evaluating such cases and 
that the recent order will be well 
documented. He also sounded a 
note of  warning to those who 
wish to construct gas plants, 
petrol stations and other 
structures for the distribution of  
inflammable products to follow 
the procedure required in siting 
such structures.

to where there are no residential 
buildings and suitable area for 
such business.

The signatories on behalf  of  
others included Prof  Anthony 
Eze, Pastor Ezeugo Ozoemena 
C., Barr UC Enwereuzo, Sir 
Engr C Y Anetoh, Onyeyili 
Tochukwu and Sir Unwind J. I.

Others were Mrs. Joy Andy 
A g b i a ,  M r.  E m m a n u e l  
Nwokolo, Chijioke Agbasiere, 
Engr. Aniebue Anthony, Mr. 
Ohazulume Gilbert, Mr Ukah 
G.I, Mr. Eloka Ikenwa N and 
Mr. Nebe Patrick Nwoyeoka.

Their petition was entitled: 
“Notice of  illegal construction 
of  gas plant within a residential 
area adjacent to No. 32 
Standford Road Aroma Awka 
and request for stopping of  
work to prevent imminent 
danger: save our soul”. 

The statement read in part: 
“we the inhabitants of  Bishop 
Maxwell Anikwenwa Avenue 
Amudo Village Awka and 
Aroma neighborhood Awka, 
Anambra state do humbly bring 
to your notice the illegal 
construction of  a cooking gas 
plant within our neighborhood 
by someone suspected to be the 
owner of  NIPCO filling station 
Ifite road, Aroma Awka, 
Anambra state.

“We are aware that approval 
for the illegal construction and 
location of  a cooking gas plant 
within a residential area could 
not have been made by your 
office (ACTDA) considering the 
hazardous nature of  gas 
e x p l o s i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  
experienced by people and 
inhabitants who reside within 
the area where these dangerous 

notifying ACTDA and the 
ministry of  Environment, 
Beautification and Ecology to 
stop the construction. They 
want the gas plant removed 
permanently from that location.

They later revisited their 
petition as a reminder on 2nd 
July accusing the government 
agency, ACTDA of  inaction, 
necessitat ing the sudden 
appearance of  the Managing 
Director to the gas plant site and 
its seal off.

The residents in their seven 
point petition to ACTDA signed 
by fourteen representatives of  
the Amudo Village Aroma 
Awka residents, called for 
immediate relocation of  the site 

Deve lopment  Author i ty,  
(ACTDA) led by its Managing 
Direc tor,  Ven.  Bar r i s te r  
Amaechi Okwuosa visited the 
site and sealed off  the gas plant 
till further notice.

Ven Okwuosa who led his 
team to the site adjacent to No 
32 Stanford road Aroma Awka 
on Friday afternoon announced 
the closure of  all forms of  
activities at the site til l  
investigations were concluded 
by his office.

The residents under the aegis 
of  Concerned Neighbours and 
inhabitants of  Bishop Maxwell 
Anikwenwa Avenue Amudo 
Aroma, first wrote a protest 
letter on 26th May this year 

Indigenes of  Amudo Village 
Aroma Awka , Awka South 
local government area 

Anambra  s ta t e  weekend  
p r o t e s t e d  o v e r  i l l e g a l  
construction of  a gas plant 
within their residential area.

News Echo reports that the 
Amudo residents had earlier 
cried out to Governor Willie 
Obiano in a protest letter 
addressed to him when they 
suspected inaction from the 
leadership of  Awka Capital 
Te r r i t o r y  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Authority (ACTDA). They 
want the gas plant relocated 
permanently.

As a result of  their protest, 
the Awka Capital Territory 
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Anambra community protests over wrong
construction of gas plant 

Awka Captial Development Authority Chairman, Ven Amechi Okwosa during the visit at the site in Amudo Community Awka.
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from the ward to the state level 
have been dissolved.”

The foregoing is the major 
reason the speculated move to 
APC by the Abia State 
governor, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu 
is being taken seriously by the 
PDP leaders. The allegation is 
that the Kogi State governor 
v i s i ted  the  Abia  S ta te  
Government House recently 
and was believed to have 
tempted the Abia governor 
with the idea of  joining the 
APC. It was not clear what the 
answer from Ikpeazu was. 
However,  a ides  of  the  
governor have separately 
denied the claims, saying it is 
baseless. They maintained 
that the governor could move 
to APC because there is no 
need for it as he is in complete 
control of  the party and its 
structure in the state even as all 
the leaders of  the party in Abia 
State are solidly behind him. 
They aides equally argue that 
if  the governor was poised for 
APC, he would done so before 
now so as to get himself  ready 
for the party's state and 
national congresses  billed to 
take place soon. “Of  what 
need will it be for him to go to 
APC when all the platforms 
have  been  sha red  and  
possessed”, the aides ask. 

This is not the first time 
Ikpeazu will be rumoured of  
making an attempt of  joining 
the APC. Will it ever come to 
pass?  

and all the efforts he has made 
to bring Nigeria to where we 
are today, it is obvious that, at 
this point, we need to join 
hands with him to build a 
Nigeria that we can be proud 
of.” 

While the PDP was still 
battling with the departure of  
Umahi and Ayande, APC 
struck yet again in Zamfara 
State where Governor Bello, 
Matawalle sensationally 
swel led the number of  
governors leaving PDP for 
APC.  Confirming the move at 
a grand rally at the Trade Fair 
Complex Gusau, Matawalle 
noted that it had been his 
ambition to leave the PDP for 
several reasons. 

According to him, “As from 
today I have dumped the 
Peoples Democratic Party and 
joined the All Progressive 
Congress.  I'm now the leader 
of  APC in Zamfara State and I 
am ready to work with each 
and everyone wishing to 
contribute to the rapid 
development of  the state”. 
Speaking at the occasion, the 
national caretaker committee 
chairman of  APC, Alhaji Mai 
Mala Buni congratulated 
Matawalle for defecting to the 
party. He said, “As from today, 
Governor Bello Matawalle is 
the leader of  the APC in 
Zamfara State. I also want to 
bring to your notice that as 
from today, the APC caretaker 
committees of  Zamfara State 

to the people of  the state.  The 
PDP's national publicity 
s e c r e t a r y ,  M r .  K o l a  
Ologbondiyan,  said; “Our 
party thanks Governor Umahi 
for services rendered to the 
people of  Ebonyi State, as the 
state chairman of  Ebonyi PDP 
(2003 to 2007); deputy 
governor of  Ebonyi State 
(2007 to 2015) and two-term 
governor of  Ebonyi (2015 till 
date), all elected on the 
platform of  the PDP. As we 
wish Governor Umahi all the 
best in his adventure, we call 
on the members of  our party to 
remain calm and committed to 
the ideals of  our party as no 
individual is bigger than the 
PDP.”

Moments after Umahi's 
move to APC, the governor of  
Kogi State, Alhaji Yaya Bello 
who is said to be doing the 
poaching talks for the APC 
went on Channels Television 
to announce that Rivers State 
governor and eight other PDP 
governors would soon be APC 
members. 

As if  Bello's boast would 
eventually come to pass, Cross 
River State governor, Prof  Ben 
A y a n d e  s h o c k i n g l y  
announced he had called it 
quits with the PDP and had 
joined APC.  He gave reasons 
for quitting the PDP thus; 
“Having seen and known 
President Buhari and his 
commitment to this country, 
his nationalistic disposition 

I moved to APC because they 
refused to zone the ticket to me 
is being very mischievous. 
Even i f  PDP promises  
somebody presidential ticket 
how does it work where over 
8000 delegates will be voting. 
And such promise cannot 
happen with more than 10 or 
20 people so people are being 
very mischievous about that”.

He added; “There are a lot 
of  qualified persons from 
South-East. Some people say I 
was promised lots of  things by 
the APC, there was no such 
d i scuss ion .  APC never  
promised me any position; 
they never promised South-
East any position. However, I 
offered this movement as a 
protest to injustice being done 
to South-East by the PDP. 
Since 1999, the South-East 
have supported the PDP. At a 
time the five states were all 
PDP. One of  the founding 
members of  the PDP was from 
South-East, the late former 
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  A l e x  
Ekwueme. It is absurd that 
since 1999 going to 2023, the 
South-east will never be 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  r u n  f o r  
presidency under the PDP. 
And this is my position and 
will continue to be my 
position. It had nothing to do 
with me or my ambition.”

Responding to Umahi's 
switch of  allegiance,  the PDP  
said it was intimidated even as 
it thanked the Ebonyi State 
governor for services rendered 

here seems to be Tpalpable gripping the 
PDP camp as the 

ruling APC has continued the 
o p p o s i t i o n ' s  m e m b e r s ,  
particularly the state and 
national lawmakers as well as 
governors across the country. 
The  umbre l l a  par ty  i s  
apparently disturbed in the 
wake of  the shock of  the 
governors elected on its 
platform suddenly joining the 
broom party. 

Though Governor Dave 
Umahi's move to APC was not 
totally unexpected given his 
penchant to defending most of  
P re s iden t  Muhammadu  
Buhari's –led APC Federal 
Government, many still  
believed he would have waited  
till after his tenure as the chief  
executive officer of  the state in 
2023. That the APC would 
convince a strong willed 
personality like Umahi, from a 
PDP dominated state and 
zone, to dump the party for 
APC got the leaders of  the 
p a r t y  c o n f o u n d e d  a n d  
perplexed. In spite of  the fact 
that the established PDP 
elements in the Ebonyi State 
never switched camp with 
Umahi to APC, the simple fact 
that the governor is now of  
APC colour posses a big treat. 

On why he pitched his tent 
with APC, Umahi said: “I 
want to clear the air that I 
never sought (for) PDP 
presidential ticket and I will 
not. So, whoever that said that 
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Ebonyi: We won't give room for rancour,
crisis during PDP Congresses – Udeogu

h e  c a r e t a k e r Tc o m m i t t e e 
chairman of  the 

Peoples Democratic 
Party, PDP, in Ebonyi 
State, Fred Udeogu, at 
the weekend vowed that 
the forthcoming PDP 
Cong re s se s  w i l l  be 
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h o u t 
r a n c o u r ,  c r i s i s  o r 
sidelining of  chieftains 
of  the party.

Udeogu made this 
known while interacting 
w i t h  n e w s m e n  i n 
Abakaliki, capital of  
Ebonyi state, wherein he 
said the Congresses of  
the party will be free, fair 
and credible.

According to him: 
“By November last year, 
the governor defected to 
APC and national organ 

of  PDP dissolved the 
entire structure of  the 
party in Ebonyi and 
constituted a caretaker 
committee to hold on the 
management  of  the 
party at the state level to 
oversee the structure of  
the party at the local 
government and wards 
and they have been 
renewing it.

“By the constitution 
of  the party, it is three 
months tenure. They 
have just renewed our 
tenure again that will last 
till 1st October 2021 and 
by that October, we are 
a l r e a d y  a t  t h e 
Congresses. The time 
table of  the Congress has 
been published.

“ P D P  i s  a  w e l l -
organized political party 

in this country. It has not 
d e v i a t e d  f r o m  t h e 
original plans of  the 
founding Fathers. When 
time comes, those who 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
c o n t e s t i n g  f o r  o n e 
position to the other will 
b e  g i ve n  c h a n c e  t o 
contest. Anyone that 
wins will be supported.

“I'm sure that the party 

leadership from the zone 
to the national level will 
give equal chance to the 
contestants to participate. 
And the congresses will 
be free, fair and credible. I 
am equally sure that there 
will be no rancour or 
crisis at the Congresses. 
This is because we are in 
opposition and we need 
to put our house in order.

“If  I'm asked to run, I 
will run because I really 
want to serve my party, 
PDP. But if  the party says 
no, then I will continue to 
be in PDP.

Udeogu,  however, 
passed vote of  confidence 
o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
leadership of  the party 
and expressed optimism 
that there may be no 

r o o m  t o  s h i f t  t h e 
Congress.

“ I  b e l i e ve  i n  t h e 
credibility of  our zonal 
and national leadership 
of  PDP there may be no 
room for shifting of  the 
Congresses but if  there is 
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l 
warrant such, our party 
leadership knows the 
best,” he stated.







he Rapid Respond TS q u a d ,  R R S ,  
visibility patrol led 

by the Divisional Police 
Officer “A” Division in 
Warri, CSP T.Y Mahmud 
has arrested eight suspected 
c u l t i s t s  a t  J e d d o  
Community, Okpe Local 
Government Area of  Delta 
State.

The suspects include 
Oghenewaro Bebe 'm', 
2 1 y r s ,  O r i t s e t u s e m  
Fenemigho, 'm' 29yrs, 
Weyinmi Onomakponi 'm' 
35yrs, Emmanuel Edah 'm' 
27yrs, Osro Etiosa 'm' 23yrs, 
Oshef  Benji 'm' 27yrs, 
Confidence Sunday 'm' 
18yrs, Akintemeyin James 
' m '  1 8 y r s  a n d  H o p e  
Agbogidi 'f' 25yrs.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  a r e  
allegedly members of  the 
A i y e  B l a c k  A x e  

peratives of  the 

ONational  Dr ug 
Law Enforcement 

Agency, (NDLEA), have 
intercepted a consignment 
of  26.150 kilograms of  
heroin, with a street value 
of  over N6.5 billion at the 
M u r t a l a  M o h a m m e d 
International Airport, 
Lagos.

This was disclosed in a 
s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n 
Sunday by Femi Babafemi, 
D i r e c t o r,  M e d i a  a n d 
Advocacy of  the Agency.

The statement noted that 
the illicit drug had arrived 
Lagos in 25 parcels from 
South Africa through an 
Airpeace Airline flight on 
30th June, 2021, and was 
detained for screening 
fo l lowing  r ea sonab le 
suspicion of  the content of  
the consignment.

It also stated that a 
follow up operation was 
subsequently carried out 
the following day, 1st July 
when narcotic officers of  
the  a i r por t  command 
trailed the driver and a 
clearing agent that were 
assigned to deliver the 
consignment to the house 
of  a baron, Tony Chidi 
Onwurolu at  No. 132 

Lateef  Adegboyega Street, 
off  Ago palace way by 
Grandmate  bus  s top, 
Okota, Lagos.

“ F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 
Brig. Gen. Mohamed Buba 
Marwa (Rtd) has directed 
that the fleeing drug baron, 
Tony Chidi Onwurolu be 
d e c l a r e d  w a n t e d 
immediately and his details 
submitted to Interpol for 
tracking across the world.

“He, therefore, directed 
the Agencys Directorate of  
Asse t s  and  Financ ia l 
Investigations as well as the 
Directorate of  Intelligence 
to deploy their networks to 
fast track the arrest of  
Onwurolu”, the statement 
said.

In the same vein, the 
operatives of  the Anti-
narcotic Agency have also 
intercepted a 4.3kg of  
skunk impor ted  f rom 
Canada concealed in nine 
p a c k s  o f  c e r e a l s  v i a 
Ethiopian Airline.

“Also on 9th July, one 
B a b a t u n d e  U s m a n 
Omogbolahan Bakare was 
intercepted by NDLEA 
operatives with 550grams 
of  cannabis and 50grams 
o f  R o h y p n o l 
(Flunitrazepam) concealed 

in six jerry cans of  local 
herbal mixtures called 
Gabo at SAHCO export 
shed, MMIA, Ikeja. The 
drug was detected during 
outward c learance of  
Cargo going to Dubai”, the 
statement added.

Earlier on Tuesday 6th 
July, operatives of  the 
M r t a l a  M o h a m m e d 
Inter nat ional  Air por t 
Command, conducted a 
follow-up operation at 
G a t e  2 ,  w h e r e  o n e 
Animashaun Kabiru was 
a p p r e h e n d e d  f o r 
questioning about a bag 
containing bitter cola, 
which was brought for 
export to the UK.

“When the bag of  bitter 
kola was searched, it was 
discovered that the bitter 
kola were mixed with some 
wraps of  a  substance 
suspected to be illicit drug.

“Thirty-six wraps of  the 
suspected substance later 
tested positive for Cocaine 
weighing 600grams,” he 
said.

According to the agency, 
these and many other 
interceptions of  illicit 
drugs and several arrests 
were recently made by the 
operatives of  the NDLEA 
across the country.

confraternity, it was learnt.
T h e  P o l i c e  a l s o  

recovered Two (2) locally 
made pistol, one(1) battle 
axe, one(1) long cutlass, five 
( 5 )  c u s t o m i z e d  A i ye  
pillows, one (1) customized 
center table with Aiye logo, 
one (1) AK 47 expended 
ammunition, necklace used 
as body protection charm, 
two (2) HP Laptop, six (6) 
iphones, two (2) suspected 
stolen Lexus car keys, one 
(1) original and a duplicate 
copy from the suspects.

It was learnt that the 
Police on patrol duty 
intercepted and arrested the 
first suspect, Oghenewaro 
Bebe in a full regalia of  Aiye 
Black Axe Confraternity.

The Delta State Police 
Command led by CP Ari 
Muhammed Ali confirmed 
the arrest in a statement 

signed by the Acting Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Bright Edafe.

According to the Police 

image maker, “The suspect 
confessed to be a member 
of  the above cult group.

“He led the team to a 
bush bar at Jeddo which is 
their meeting point.

“At the bush bar one live 
s i l v e r  l i k e  7 . 6 3 m m  
a m m u n i t i o n  w a s  

ive persons, who Fwere accused of  
k i d n a p p i n g  a n 

eight-year-old boy, Sadiq 
Abass, in Ogun State, have 
been arrested by the police 
on Friday.

The suspects, Abdul 
Raman Umar, Falalu 
A b u b a k a r,  D a n j u m a 
Bako, Idris Lawal and 
Fauziya  Fa la lu  were 
a r re s ted  fo l lowing  a 
complaint lodged at the 
Ogere Police Station by 
one Riliwan Mohammed.

Mohammed had told 
the police that “he left his 
wife and three children at 
home at about 12 noon, 

only for him to receive a 
phone call from a strange 
number that his 8-year-old 
son had been abducted.”

Ogun  S ta t e  Po l i ce 
Public Relations Officer, 
A b i m b o l a  O ye ye m i , 
quoted the complainant as 
saying that “the caller 
demanded for the sum of  
N3.5 million as ransom if  
he wanted to see the boy 
alive.”

U p o n  t h e  r e p o r t , 
Oyeyemi told newsmen 
on Sunday that the DPO 
of  Ogere division, CSP 
Abiodun Ayinde, quickly 
m o b i l i z e d  h i s  c r a c k 
detectives to go after the 

hoodlums.”
He s ta ted  that  the 

detectives embarked on a 
technical and intelligence-
b a s e d  i nve s t i g a t i o n , 
l e a d i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e 
hideout of  the suspects, 
where they were arrested 
and the victim rescued 
unhurt.

According to reports 
that the Commissioner of  
Police, Edward Ajogun, 
has directed that the case 
be instantly transferred to 
the anti-kidnapping unit 
of  the State Criminal 
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d 
Intelligence Department 
for further investigation.

recovered.”
DSP Edafe noted that 

the suspect led the Police to 
Ughoton Community  
where a top leader of  the 
Confraternity, Oritsetusem 
Fenemigho is residing.

He said the cult leader 
was arrested along with his 

members.
“The said Oritseusen 

Fenemigho equally led 
the team to Idimi Sobo 
under Okere Urhobo 
where they recovered a 
suspected stolen car. 
Investigation is ongoing,” 
he added.
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Police arrest 
suspected cultists
in Delta, recover
arms, ammunition

Suspected cultists arrested in Delta State.

NDLEA intercepts N6.5bn heroin,
cocaine, declares drug baron
wanted Five arrested for kidnapping

eight-year-old boy in Ogun

The arrested kidnappers



ome residents in 

SEnugu have shifted 
patronage to sweet 

potatoes as alternative 
staple food as price of  yam 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  s o a r ,  
according to reports.

Some major markets in 
Enugu metropolis on 
Saturday, observed that 
swe e t  p o t a t o e s  h a d  

 new World Bank 

Areport estimates 
that the collapse 

of  ecosystem services 
p r o v i d e d  b y  n a t u r e 
including wild pollination, 
food from marine fisheries 
and timber from forests 
could result in Nigeria's 
GDP declining by $139bn 
in 2030. 

The report titled 'The 
economic case for nature' 
underscored the strong 
reliance of  economies on 
nature, particularly in low 
income countries. 

The report highlighted 

that Sub-Saharan Africa 
and South Asia would 
suffer the most relative 
contraction of  real GDP 
due  to  a  co l l apse  o f  
ecosystem services by 
2030, 9.7 per cent annually 
a n d  6 . 5  p e r  c e n t 
respectively. 

N i g e r i a  w h i c h  i s 
regarded as a lower-middle 
income economy by the 
World Bank is expected to 
be among the worst-hit 
countries. 

The report reads, “In 
absolute terms, the greatest 
losses of  GDP are expected 

i n  m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
countries. 

“The worst affected 
country is China, which 
sees its GDP drop by 
$943bn in 2030, followed 
by India (-$193bn), Brazil 
(-$150bn), Indonesia (-
$144bn) and Nigeria (-
$139bn). 

“The projected loss in 
GDP signifies a permanent 
reduction of  the productive 
potential of  the economy, 
with potentially long-
lasting effects on incomes 
and employment.” 

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o 

disclosed that Nigeria's 
f i s h e r i e s  o u t p u t  i s 
projected to contract by 21 
per cent or $4.6bn for the 
same time period.

Reacting to the report, 
Wo r l d  B a n k  G r o u p 
President, David Malpass, 
s a i d ,  “ N a t u r e - s m a r t 
po l i c i e s  and  r e fo r ms 
including agricultural 
s u b s i d y  r e f o r m  a n d 
investments in agricultural 
i n n o v a t i o n  e n h a n c e 
biodiversity and economic 
outcomes. 

“As countries seek to 
recover from the COVID-

1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  i t ' s 
important that economic 
development improves 
outcomes for nature.” 

Wo r l d  B a n k  L e a d 
Environmental Economist 
and co-author  of  the 
report, Giovanni Ruta, 
said, “It is a combination 
of  policies that shows the 
greatest win-win for both 
b i o d i ve r s i t y  a n d  f o r 
economies.” 

Adding investment in 
research and development 
to the policy mix was 
particularly important and 
beneficial to developing 
countries, he added. 

Ufondu, said that potato 
had made it possible for 
many families to still eat 
tuber staple food.

“At least with N500 you 
can get enough potatoes 
for your family and 
w h i c h eve r  way  yo u  
prepare it, your family will 
be satisfied.

Another resident, Mrs 

flooded yam shops.
Some yam sellers are 

currently stocking only 
sweet potatoes in their 
s h o p s  d u e  i t s  h i g h  
demand.

A bag of  potatoes sells 
for between N7,000 and 
N8,500 as against the price 
of  a heap of  12 sizable yam 
tubers which is sold 

Vivian Oba, said that the 
price increase of  yam has 
forced to turn to potatoes 
for her family and also for 
its nutritional value.

“It has been proved that 
sweet potato is more 
nutritious, filling, and tasty 
than yam,” Oba said.

Some potatoes sellers 
told newsmen that the 

between N6,400 and N7, 
000.

One medium-size of  
yam now goes for between 
N700 and N800 as against 
six sizable potatoes sold 
for N200.

Some residents said that 
potato produce had solved 
hunger in many families.

A resident, Miss Uju 

price of  the produce 
crashed due to its season as 
yam tubers are off  season.

A potatoes seller in 
Garki Market, who spoke 
o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
anonymity, said she had 
switched trade to sweet 
potatoes pending when 
new yams are harvested.

“I  now sel l  sweet  
potatoes because of  the 
increase in the price of  
yam, which has made 
most of  my customers to 
stop patronizing me.

“So I quickly bought 
some bags of  potatoes to 
sell as many now go for it 
and for me not to lose my 
customers,” she said.

M r  Ke l v i n  E g w u ,  
another seller, added that 
p o t a t o e s  a r e  n o w  
affordable than yam due to 
the continuous increase in 
the price of  yam.

“Because of  the high 
patronage in potatoes, I 
decided to switch over to it 
from my yam business 
pending when new yams 
start coming into the 
markets,” Egwu added.
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Enugu residents turn to potatoes as yam prices skyrocket

Nigeria's GDP may decline by $139bn in 2030 

–World Bank

Ogbete Market, EnuguOgbete Market, EnuguOgbete Market, Enugu
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Soludo

even here a simple consideration 
of  the sheer number of  people 
alive today is not the whole story.

As we look towards a worsening 
climate crisis, it  is worth 
remembering that the billion 
people in Africa contribute less 
than half  a per cent of  greenhouse 
gas emissions, even as the 
continent has the world's highest 
population growth rates. Their 
rights and choices are limited not 
just by poverty and a lack of  
services, but by overconsumption 
in other regions that is rapidly 
exceeding the carrying capacity of  
the planet. A simple answer of  
“fewer people '' would not address 
these  i ssues,  but  opening 
opportunities for women to plan 
their families, pursue education 
and income, gain affordable clean 
energy and use  resources  
sustainably would do so.

Women have always been 
denied rights and choices. And yet 
for many of  us, wherever choice 
emerges, we take it and make it 
our own. And we will keep doing 
so. Over time, no amount of  
handwringing or structural 
impediment  wi l l  s top the  
momentum of  choice. Norshould 
it. We will have more harmonious 
societies and economies and a 
better balance with nature when 
people realise the right to make 
informed decisions about their 
sexual and reproductive life, and 
enjoy every opportunity to do so, 
on terms that they alone define.

on recognising women's rights in 
all spheres of  life. It would mean 
every woman has the information 
and services to make her own 
sexual and reproductive health 
choices. Such services would be 
essential to healthcare systems and 
not readily discarded, as has 
happened in many places during 
COVID-19. To fully support 
choices, we would accelerate the 
elimination of  gender disparities in 
income, assets, leadership and the 
law, with many of  these gaps not 
set to expire even in the coming 
century at current rates of  change. 
And we would work to ease the 
burdens of  parenthood for those 
who want children, for example by 
s u b s i d i s i n g  c h i l d c a r e  a n d  
instituting mandatory parental 
leave for both parents.

Putting rights and choices first 
would also call for thinking about 
people as more than an input 
churning through economies or as 
a threat to planetary resources. 
With productivity increasingly 
centred on technology, for 
example, instead of  aiming for a 
steady infusion of  new workers 
from a growing population, more 
relevant questions may be around 
how to distribute wealth and 
resources if  not through labour. 
Interesting possibilities might arise 
from the freer passage of  people 
across borders to ease labour 
shortages, and new notions of  
citizenship and nationality.

Young people in particular feel 
anxiety about the climate crisis, but 

many men less desirable partners 
and fathers. Rooted in male 
entitlement, such norms leave 
women doing much more unpaid 
household work, and in the worst 
cases, subject to domestic abuse. 
Research shows that nearly half  of  
women are not empowered to 
make basic decisions about their 
health, contraception and sex lives. 
Is it surprising that many women 
who have the option to say no do 
so? With gender equality yet to be 
fully realised in any part of  the 
world, these concerns know no 
borders. They are at work in poor 
and rich countries, in shrinking and 
growing populations. This is culled 
from punch.

Considering that the history of  
population management is full of  
misfires and unintended negative 
consequences, and that the world 
agreed on the centrality of  
reproductive rights and choices in 
the 1994 International Conference 
on Population and Development, it 
is past time to move away from 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  m a n a g i n g  
populations by telling women the 
choices they should make. The real 
conversation should be around 
how we can uphold everyone's 
right to make their own choices, 
with all the evidence pointing to 
how this leads to happier and 
healthier societies with stabler 
populations.

What if  we put people and rights 
first, instead of  a technocratic 
notion of  population rooted in 
inequality? Doing so would hinge 

may be able to better fund and 
sustain public services and pension 
systems. These are issues that 
concern us all.

But what of  the assumptions that 
often go along with these 
relationships? One is that the 
population should be managed to 
keep up the pace of  progress, with 
an implicit notion that women's 
bodies are in service to economic 
and social policy. Often a tone of  
blame arises in speaking about 
women's choices, whether those 
lead to having children or pursuing 
work or other goals – or all of  the 
above.

First, any individual woman has 
the right to make choices about her 
body, and to be spared censorious 
headlines suggesting she is the 
cause of  one demographic 
calamity or another. Second, what 
is typically overlooked in the hand 
wringing about the “correct” 
population size are the many 
factors that influence women's 
choices. Putting individual women 
at fault becomes an easy way to 
avoid grappling with complex 
issues that in fact are a collective 
responsibility.

How readily can women make 
real choices without decent work 
and income, for example? Or 
where sexual and reproductive 
health care is poor quality or non-
existent? Or if  childcare is a 
constant struggle?

And then there are the gender 
norms that, frankly, still make 

h e r e  i s  n o  p e r f e c t  Tpopulation number. But 
you would not guess that 

from recent headlines. Some 
proclaim that we are on the verge 
of  a baby bust linked to the fears 
and hesitations around COVID-19. 
Others fret that a baby boom is 
imminent, at least in some parts of  
the world, driving ever-escalating 
pressures on scarce resources.

The real cause for alarm, though, 
is not the prospect of  a baby boom 
or baby bust. It is the risk that we 
treat “population” as more 
important than people. Many parts 
of  the world have learned the 
lesson that assigning an ideal 
number to a population is not the 
answer to a variety of  concerns, 
from flailing economies to the 
climate crisis. Instead, it often leads 
to the erosion of  human rights and 
choices, particularly where people, 
women, namely, are coerced or 
pressured to have children – or 
prevented from doing so. Where 
population growth is slowing, that 
might mean new restrictions on 
abortion or contraception. Where 
rates are rising, it can result in 
forced fami ly  p lanning or  
sterilisation. All of  these concerns 
can be especially acute for poor and 
s o c i a l l y  m a r g i n a l i s e d  
communities.

There is no question that 
popula t ion  in tersec ts  wi th  
economics and social well-being. 
Conventionally, a country with 
more people working may achieve 
greater economic dynamism. It 

By Dr. Kanem

There is no perfect population 
number

COVID-19 patients being attended to by Medical personnel
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resident Muhammadu Buhari, had in a letter dated 12th October, 2020, and read by the Senate President, Ahmad Lawan, the Pfollowing week, sought the Senate confirmation for Onochie and other nominees as INEC commissioners. The red chamber 
suspended  action on the nominees based on the controversy it generated with the inclusion of Onochie, the Special Assistant to 

the President on New Media, who critics believed is a card-carrying member of the  All Progressives Congress. However, Lawan last 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021, surprisingly, asked the committee on INEC to screen for confirmation, the appointments of Onochie and 
five others as INEC commissioners. Onochie in her opening remarks, acknowledged a series of petitions against her which bothered on 
her membership of the APC and the fact that someone from her state was already on the board of INEC. She renounced the party three 
times before the Senate committee. She admitted being part of the Buhari's campaign organisation in 2015 before her appointment as 
Special Assistant on Social Media. Onochie also, admitted deposing an affidavit at the Abuja Federal High Court that she was a 
member of the APC. She nevertheless said she stopped being a member of the party immediately after the 2019 elections. However, a 
Senior Advocate of Nigeria and human rights activist, Mike Ozekhome, said Onochie's nomination for INEC job was faulty, because 
of her affiliation with the ruling All Progressives Congress and being a diehard devotee of President Muhammadu Buhari.Ozekhome, 
however, said he would not be surprised if, despite widespread criticisms, the Senate goes ahead to confirm Onochie for the job. 

ince 2019, I have not had anything to do with any political organisation, including 

SBuhari support groups. “When the APC was doing re-validation of  party 
members, I did not take part in that exercise. “As I'm sitting down here, I'm not a 

member of  any political party in this country. I have no partisanship in my blood. “I have 
seen many petitions against my nomination not only from the Peoples Democratic Party, 
but also from some APC members. “I'm not partisan, they know. It is about the law. No one 
has any reason to fear for my nomination as INEC commissioner representing Delta. “As 
far as I'm concerned, I'm madam due process. That's why all the attacks. I follow due 
process, I follow the law.”  “I don't know how else they want the woman to defend herself.  
She has said that she is not a member of  the party and we have a letter written from the APC 
National Secretariat that she is not their member. “As far as the committee is concerned, the 
petitions before us seeking Onochie's disqualification have been addressed. “Nigerians 
were quick to condemn the former Minister of  Finance (Kemi Adeosun) but we are all 
surprised when the court vindicated her recently. “I don't want us to do anything that we 
will regret in case we discovered later that she is not a card-carrying member of  the APC.” 
“However, Onochie has told the panel that she is not a member of  the APC. She has also 
said the Delta State-born woman on the INEC board is actually representing Cross River. 
“If  the argument is that she is a political appointee, even the Chairman of  INEC, 
Mahmood Yakubu, was a Federal Government appointee because he served as  the 
Executive Secretary of  the Tertiary Education Trust Fund during former President 
Goodluck Jonathan administration. “Personally, despite being an APC card-carrying 
member and senator, I don't want Lauretta Onochie to be confirmed but we really don't 
have anything to hold her back because she has cleared herself.”  “You can only argue 
based on moral grounds but the facts before us did not really empower us to disqualify her. 
“The law said nominees for INEC appointment should not be a card-carrying member of  
any party and she said she had stopped being a member of  the APC since 2019.”

ave they ever read the constitution? Do they know the meaning of  the word 

H'independent' attached to our electoral umpire? What would you expect 

from such a rabidly partisan woman other than outright and unbridled 

rigging of  any elections she presides over, or is involved in? She is simply a direct 

participant and beneficiary in any such elections. No one has been known to fail himself  

or herself  in an examination in which such a person is student, invigilator, marker, 

examiner and marks awarder.” By confirming Onochie, the Ahmad Lawan-led Senate 

would only be reinforcing itself  as “arguably the worst in Nigeria's legislative history 

since the golden days of  Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe,  Dr. Nwafor Orizu and the Eighth 

National Assembly.” Onochie as “the most unqualified person for INEC job, given her 

obvious partisanship in favour of  the APC and the President in the last few years.”  

“Two, if  she is still a member of  the APC and she testified to the contrary before the 

Senate of  the Federal Republic, she has committed perjury and criminal contempt in 

the face of  the parliament of  the Federal Republic.” “It speaks to the fact that Buhari has 

a low opinion of  Nigerians and is very contemptuous of  public opinion. Otherwise, that 

woman ought not to be nominated at all. She is partisan, no doubt about that.” “She is a 

member of  the APC. That is not a crime; but the constitution expects that whoever will 

be a member of  the INEC would be non-partisan,”  “I do not know how the Senate 

would have considered it appropriate to invite her for screening. They would have asked 

the president to give them someone else. “As it is, INEC is not free of  controversies, then 

you now add Onochie to it. That would be dangerous. “I do not support her nomination 

and find her denial of  being a member of  the APC quite telling,

By Anthony Ogbekile

Lauretta Onochie: Ozekhome,
APC, PDP senators go to war

OnochieOnochieOnochie

I'm Madam due process – Onochie;

Let her be - APC Senators

Lawan-led Senate'll be worst in
Nigeria's history if Onochie's
confirmed for INEC job – Ozekhome

OzekhomeOzekhomeOzekhome
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Between 2014 and 2017, 
former Super Eagles' star Jude 
Odion Ighalo (top scorer at the 
2019 AFCON) pulled up some 
trees at Watford FC, scoring a 
total of  36 goals in 90 matches in 
all for the Hornets.

“It is important to build these 
relationships. I am scheduled to 
meet with the Club President 
and CEO of  Watford FC 
in the coming weeks, and I 
also plan to meet with the 
CEOs of  Leicester and 
Everton FC.

“We are looking ahead 
to the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup qualifiers and the 
2021 AFCON taking 
place early next year and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
understanding and mutual 
respect are key elements in 
the mix of  release and 
return of  players.”

apoli forward, 

NH i r v i n g 
Lozano, was 

taken to hospital to have 
further scans on his 
head and neck following 
a  h o r r o r  i n j u r y  i n 

Mexico's Gold Cup 0-0 
draw against Trinidad 
and Tobago on Sunday.
Lozano needed to be 

stretchered off  after just 
1 1  m i nu t e s  o f  t h e 
encounter, falling into 

the knee of  
T r i n i d a d 
goalkeeper 
M a r v i n 
Philips.
T h e 

collision left 
the 25-year-
o l d 
motionless, 
and a neck 
b r a c e  wa s 
fitted to his 
neck before 
h e  w a s 

stretchered off  the 
pitch.
From the stadium, 

t h e  M e x i c a n 
in ter nat ional  was 
transferred directly to 
a hospital in Dallas, 
with the team later 
releasing a statement 
s ay i n g :  “ H i r v i n g 
Lozano  i s  s tab le, 
conscious and he will 
b e  m e d i c a l l y 
examined.”
Lozano has been in 

spectacular form for 
Mexico and Napoli 
this season.
He scored eleven 

g o a l s  i n  3 2 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
Napoli.

was also influential in the squad 
that won the ticket to the 2021 
AFCON.

“Watford FC is gradually 
becoming a Super Eagles ' 
camp,” said a beaming Pinnick 
as he met with Club's Technical 
Director, Cristiano Giaretta. “I 
told Mr Giaretta that we have six 
players at Watford FC now and 
three of  them are regular Super 
Eagles teamers and therefore, 
we need to forge a stronger 
relationship with the club. 
Watford is returning to the 
Premiership in the coming 
season, so it is a good feeling all 
around.”

Apart from Etebo, there are 
also at Watford FC Super 
Eagles' deputy skipper William 
Ekong, forward Emmanuel 
D e n n i s ,  f o r m e r  j u n i o r 
internationals Isaac Success and 
Tom Dele-Bashiru, and little-
known Dapo Mebude.

resident of  the Nigeria PFootball Federation and 
FIFA Council Member, 

Mr Amaju Melvin Pinnick was 
in ecstasy at Hertfordshire, 
England at the weekend as he 
watched the first training session 
o f  N i ge r i a  m i d f i e l d  a c e, 
Oghenekaro Etebo who recently 
joined English Premiership side 
Watford FC from Turkey's 
Galatasaray.

Hard-tackling Etebo has been 
a key figure in the Super Eagles' 
set-up since impressing at the 
2016 Olympics in Brazil, where 
t h e  U 23  boy s  wo n  Te a m 
Nigeria's only medal at the 
games – a bronze.

He featured prominently in 
the qualifying campaign for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup, played at 
the FIFA World Cup in Russia 
a n d  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e 
qualifying race and finals of  the 
2019 Africa Cup of  Nations. He 

Messi smiles at last as Argentina wins Copa America (Photos)

Pinnick hails Eagles' strength-in-depth,
watches Etebo train at Watford Napoli forward, Hirving Lozano

in hospital after horror injury

Pinnick with Super Eagles’ players at WatfordPinnick with Super Eagles’ players at WatfordPinnick with Super Eagles’ players at Watford
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Ta t u m  a d d e d  1 5  a n d 
Damian Lillard scored 14 
points and Bam Adebayo 11 
in a disappointing outing for 
t h e  r e i g n i n g  O ly m p i c 
champions.  

Reacting to the win, 
Vincent hailed the impact of  
the team's head coach Mike 
Brown on the squad. 

“Mike's done a great job 
with us so far,” Vincent said 
after the game. “We've had a 
great camp so far. We had to 
build a new culture, start 
from the ground up, new 
plays, new everything. We've 
got a lot of  new guys in. 

“It's different when you're 
playing for a country. Right 
now we're representing the 
continent. It means the 
world to us and I hope we 
showed it here tonight. 

“It's just all the work we 
put in, it's no mistake what 
happened here tonight. 

“We knew what it was. 
We've all seen them play at 
the highest level and make 
huge shots. We knew what 
came with that and we just 
had to make plays.”

T h e  g a m e  o f f e r e d 
Niger ia ' s  coach ,  Mike 
Brown an opportunity to 
prune his 15-man squad 
down to 12 players for the 
Games. 

H e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
announce his final squad on 
July 17, before the team's 

departure to Kizarazu city in 
Japan two days later for the 
Pre-Games training camp, 
before moving into the 
Olympics Village. 

D'Tigers will play Italy, 
Germany and Australia in 
Tokyo.

The upcoming Olympic 
Games will be the Nigerians' 
third straight appearance in 
the history of  the eagerly-
awaited tournament. 

They made their debut at 
the London 2012 Games 
before making it to the Rio 
de Janeiro Olympics in 2016. 

T h e  b a s k e t b a l l 
tournament at Tokyo 2020 
starts on July 25 with Nigeria 
taking on Australia in their 
opening game at the Saitama 
Super Arena. 

They will face Germany 
three days later at the same 
venue, before their last game 
against Italy. 

No African country has 
ever won a medal in the 
Olympic Games in men's 
basketball or advanced past 
the preliminary stage, but 
Brown, who is also the 
Golden State  Warriors 
a s s o c i a t e  h e a d  c o a c h , 
believes Nigeria has the 
potential to make history. 

“There are more players 
of  Nigerian descent in the 
NBA than probably any 
other country besides the 
US,” Brown, who became 
Nigeria's coach in February 
2020, said. 

“And so the talent is there. 
I t ' s  j u s t  abou t  ge t t ing 
everybody organised and on 
the same page and getting 
everybody excited about 
playing and wanting to be a 
part. 

“We are looking forward 
to mixing some of  that NBA 
ta len t  wi th  some ver y 
talented individuals that are 
playing professionally in 
Europe and abroad.” 

seven rebounds and three 
assists in 18 minutes. Ike 
Ireogbu also impressed in the 
encounter scoring 11 points. 

Kevin Durant led the U.S. 
with 17 points;  Jayson 

he Nigeria Football TSuppor t e r s  C lub 
( N F S C )  h a s 

h o n o u r e d  M u d a s h i r u 
Lawal, one of  the country's 
football legends, with a 
p o s t h u m o u s  awa r d  o f  
patriotism, 30 years after his 
death. 

Muda Lawal, as he is 
fondly remembered, died in 
his home in Ibadan, Oyo 
state capital, on July 6, 1991 
at the age of  37.

He  wore  the  j e r sey 
number 4 shirt for the Eagles 
for 11 years, guiding Nigeria 
to its first African Cup of  
Nations (AFCON) title at 
the  National  Stadium, 
Surulere, in 1980.

The storied midfielder 
was the first African player 
to appear in five consecutive 
AFCON tournaments from 
1976 to 1984.

He also held the record 
of  being Nigeria's most 
capped player for 25 years, 
with 86 appearances and 12 
goals, until it was equalled 
by Nwankwo Kanu in 2010 
and subsequently broken by 
Joseph Yobo and Vincent 
E n ye a m a  —  w i t h  1 0 1 
appearances each.

While commemorating 
the 30th anniversary of  his 
death, NFSC visited his 
family and honoured the 
deceased with a posthumous 
award for his patriotic 
exploits on the pitch.

P e t e r  E j i o f o r ,  t h e 
supporters club's media 
officer, released a statement 
to this effect on Saturday.

“The club's National 
Chairman, Samuel Ikpea, 
presented the award to the 
family when members of  
NFSC visited to sympathise 
with the family of  Lawal at 
their Abeokuta residence on 
Friday during the 30th 
remembrance of  his death,” 
the statement reads.

“In his tribute to the late 
Green  Eag les  foo tba l l 
legend, Ikpea described 
Muda as a patriotic and 
g reat  footbal ler  in  his 
lifetime.

“Muda was a true patriot 
and great footballer whose 
service to his nation was 
unbeaten and legendary.

“Thirty years after, this 
great footballer's exploits 
and artistry on the field of  
play remains fresh in our 
memories.

“The NFSC and the 
teeming fans cannot forget 
his towering achievements 
on the field of  play during 
our games.”

ate Collins Amadi, Laka Zigima has been 
described as a utility 

player skillful enough to hold 
a n y  w i n g  c r e d i t a b l y 
including goal keeping. 

This view was expressed 
by  h i s  co l l eagues  who 
lamented his loss while they 
addressed the Imo chapter of  
t h e  S p o r t s  W r i t e r s 
Associat ion of  Niger ia 
(SWAN) at the weekend in 
Owerri. 

T h e  d u o  o f  C a s m i r 
Mbachu and Obinna Obiaka, 
I n t e r i m  P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
Secretary of  ex-Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale Football Club 
(INFC) players stated that 
the group had planned a 
three day program designed 
to mark the burial of  their 
colleague which event comes 
up on the 23rd of  July, 2021.

The renowned player aged 

56 it was disclosed gave 38 
years of  his life to football. 
While he lived his football 
career  s tar ted with the 
defunct Nipost Football Club 
of  Owerri and was reputed as 
the first player that was 

recruited from the streets of  
Owerri to join the prestigious 
Iwuanynawu Nationale that 
for some time ruled Nigerian 
football.  

He played at various levels 
in the junior national team 

starring for the U-20, 
U-21. He played for a 
German team for 
two years. He held 
various coaching 
p o s i t i o n s  a n d 
f o o t b a l l 
management offices.

The graduate of  
Federal Polytechnic, 
Nekede who hails 
from Obiangwu in 
Ngor Okpala had to 
his credit two league 
titles, one FA cup all 
won in Heartland 
Football Club. He 
a l s o  p l a y e d  f o r 
Rangers FC among 

others.
Zigima is reputed as a 

people's person exhibiting 
strong friendly disposition to 
all that came his way. In his 
passion for his club, he is 
reported to have even in his 
last days, was cooking and 
serving food to the present 
crop of  Heartland players, 
just to encourage them. 

The ex-football players 
used the occasion to thank 
the state government for their 
magnanimity in granting the 
use of  Dan Anyiam Stadium 
for a Novelty football match 
in honour of  the fallen player. 
They also asked for more 
logistic supports from the 
government while urging the 
public to join them give their 
colleague a befitting burial.

Collins Amadi before his 
d e m i s e  u n d e r w e n t  a 
protracted illness.

igeria stunned the 

NUnited States men's 
basketball team 90-

8 7  i n  a  p r e - O l y m p i c 
e x h i b i t i o n  g a m e  a t 
Mandalay Bay Arena in Las 
Vegas on Sunday. 

The match-up serves as 
one of  the tune-up games 
arranged by the Nigeria 
Basketball Federation for the 
team as they prepare for the 
2020 Olympics where they'll 
face Australia, Germany, 
and Italy in Group B. 

P o i n t  g u a r d  G a b e 
Vincent, Caleb Agada, and 
forward Precious Achiuwa 
impressed in the encounter. 
Achiuwa had perhaps the 
night's top defensive play 
with 1:23 left in the first half, 
reaching with his left hand to 
block a Kevin Durant dunk 
attempt. 

Nigeria converted 20 
three-point throws from 42 
attempts in the game with six 
of  the 20 coming from 
Miami Heat guard Gabe 
Vincent who led the men in 
green in scoring with 21 
points, four assists, and two 
rebounds.  

Caleb Agada had 17 
points, three rebounds and 
two assists in 16 minutes 
while Ike Nwamu finished 
the game with 13 points, 
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ometimes it is shocking 

Sa n d  w o r r i s o m e  
considering the level of  

brainwash we have undergone in 
the hands of  this so called men 
of  God otherwise known as 
pastors, general overseers, etc. It 
is amazing how people have 
surrendered their entire life to 
others believing they have the 
magic wand to miracle their 
challenges simply because they 
lay to claim to be God's 
r e p r e s e n t a t i ve.  T h r o u g h  
brainwash many people have 
been led astray and it is trouble 
f o r  t h e  v i c t i m  a n d  t h e  
perpetrator.

What many of  these pastors do 
not realize is that they can never be 
free of  guilt until the last person 
they have misled is redeemed from 
the pit they have been dumped 
through wrong teachings. It is 
more shocking that even those 
mesmerized by the sugar coated 
tongues of  these wolves in sheep 
clothing never think for a moment 
or do a thorough background 
check on those they entrust their 
destiny in their hands.

Most of  the challenges that we 
are confronted with in life arise 
from our attitude. One with a bad 
attitude is like one driving on a flat 
tyre. It takes you to nowhere. 

t the MCC/Uratta Owerri 

Aroad lurks a death trap 
created by construction 

work in the area. The construction 
which has progressed at snail speed 
now constitutes grave danger to the 
motorists using the road. This 
results from the excavation of  the 
soil on half  of  the road perhaps with 
the intention of  refilling it. Delay in 
doing this created opportunity for 
erosion to dig further hole along the 
stretch thereby leaving a deep gully 

up to 10 feet down from the other 
useable half. 

This ugly scene has created 
serious traffic during peak periods of  
use as motorists struggle to share the 
other half  of  the road which remains 
water logged most of  the time. 
Vehicles coming from MCC road to 
Toronto junction risk falling into the 
ditch if  they are not careful. It is 
riskier for vehicles not familiar with 
the route which may find itself  on 

that road as well as those who find 
night driving a challenge.

Work is still ongoing on that road 
but at a very slow pace. There is very 
urgent  need for  gover nment 
intervention to avoid mishap on that 
road. As I pen down this the 
continuous rainfall pounding the 
earth is increasingly slicing away the 
remaining portion of  the road 
thereby worsening the situation. 

The area is further compounded by 

the poor sanitary condition of  the 
environment. There are three major 
refuse dumps along the road before 
Toronto starting from PAC's junction. 
The pounding of  the mounting un-
cleared refuse dumps by the rains 
releases poisonous odour into space 
which puts the residents at the risk of  
epidemic. It must be noted that the 
population size of  that area is very 
dense and therefore puts the risk level 
very high.

Attitude simply defined is how we 
react or respond to things that 
happen around us or to us. Two 
persons may go through the same 
challenge but they will react to it 
differently. In a job loss among 
employees, some will brood over it 
momentarily and dust themselves 
up for something better while 
others may wait forever putting the 
blame on top of  others and may 
never recover there from.

Attitude derives from choice. 
The totality of  our lives is a matter 
of  the choices we have made. We 
are always in the process of  
making choices. We choose one 
food to eat, dresses to wear, 

woman to marry, car to drive, houses 
to live, schools to attend, friends to 
relate, colors to use etc against the 
other. One thing not realized by 
m a n y  i s  t h a t  c h o i c e s  h ave  
consequences. We make our choice 
and our choice makes us.

If  we are thoughtful enough and 
make  r ight  choice  we  reap  
tremendous benefits and sometimes 
praise God. When we are negligent in 
the choice made, in like manner, we 
suffer the pains that accrue from it 
and sometimes we lament and blame 
Satan. It is no longer news that man is 
a free agent that has been given so 
much power-the power of  choice. 
C h o i c e s  I  r e p e a t  g o  w i t h  

respon
sibility. So we 
have to choose wisely if  we must 
keep our happiness. Have we 
forgotten that it is said that as we 
sow so do we reap.

Experiences have shown that 
whenever nature brings back the 
harvest we have created we run to 
the men of  God who are equally 
challenged as we are and 
grappling with their own issues. 
Why do we run to them? We have 
been so drilled to believe that 
prayer works wonders and hold 
the key to all challenges. We are 
also sold the dummy that the men 
of  God as intermediaries hold the 
magic wand to do the unthinkable. 

No pastor has the capacity to 
solve a problem created by your 
own bad attitude. If  you keep 
doing something wrongly, it is 
your choice and no prayer can stop 
that except you choose otherwise. 
Your wrong actions will continue 
to generate the wrong results until 
it is reversed. It has naught to do 
with any pastor or wasting 
precious time in night vigil 
troubling God. Better leave God 
out of  it and focus on yourself  for 
the answers. Nothing works 
except with the right attitude. 

It is really disturbing that most 
of  us including the so called 
educated and sophisticated ones 
no longer think. We are always 
looking for the short cut located in 
signs and wonders, prayers and 
miracles. If  prayers are all the 
answers to the issues that confront 
us why are we even as a prayerful 
nation still locked down by 
innumerable problems what with 
all our noises in the churches and 
mosques and calling upon God? 
There is still something that we are 
not getting right. God is not hard 
of  hearing.            

When we run to men of  God 
what do they do? They pray for us 
the same prayers we have been 
doing and perhaps read bible 
verses, we go. Sometimes we can 
accidentally run into the solution 
and we bring thanks offering. 
When no solution comes and we 
run back we are told that we don't 
have faith. And I am tempted to 
ask what about the pastors that 
cannot heal us. Final word: 
Embrace and live with the right 
attitude and everything will fall in 
place. Leave pastors alone. 

No pastor but you only can heal yourself of 
problems created by bad attitude 

Imo govt sets death trap at MCC/Uratta Road

One of the unevacuated refuse dumps along MCC/Uratta Road 
threatening residents and road users 
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cultists in Delta, recover
arms, ammunition

Enugu residents turn to
potatoes as yam prices
skyrocket


