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Wednesday, June 9, 2021

t is not in doubt that the IChristian community in 
N i g e r i a  w o u l d  h a v e  

diminished a little by the death of 
one of its prominent pastor, TB 
Joshua, the leader of  the 
Synagogue Church of  All 
Nations (SCOAN) who passed 
on at the weekend. The man of 
God was reported to have broken 
off midway into a church service 
where he stressed to the 
congregation to watch and pray 
but never returned to complete 
the service.
T h e  p o p u l a r  p a s t o r ,  

televangelist and philanthropist 
of note died just seven days to his 

th
58  birth date. While he lived he 
has cut some controversies over 
genuineness of his power while 
some attribute all the criticisms 
against him to envy due to the 
huge successes recorded by him 
in the service of God.
Christianity is one of the 

imported religions from the 
West. Joshua was one of the few 
Nigerians who practiced the 
faith to the extent that the 
number of white men who 
thronged his church to receive 
healing would make you think 
that it was the other way. There 
are numerous testimonies seen 
and unseen of the huge blessings 
he brought upon people through 
prophecies, healing, deliverance 
and philanthropy.
Even when he was demonized 

and treated as a pariah, yet the 
huge inflows of adherents from 
outside the country impacted on 
the economy of the nation. It is 
unfortunate that while some 
country's leaders visited him our 
own people distanced themselves 
from him, not withstanding that 
he was foreseeing many of the 
calamities bedeviling the nation 
ahead of time. 
Irrespective of the many things 

said against him the popular 
t e l e v a n g e l i s t  r e m a i n e d  
admirable to many and stood out 
in many respects from the issues 
that attracted controversies to 
the Christian faith. He showed 
examples in many ways worthy 
of emulation.
As super rich as he was, he was 

not known to be intoxicated by 
material acquisitions as is the 
case with many of his kinds who 
flaunt their wealth through use 
of  private jets and other 
provocative luxurious lifestyle. 
While he prophesied on the 
challenges bedeviling the nation 
he did not hobnob with those in 
power. 
Joshua was not one of those 

pastors who exploited their 
followers through such business 
o u t f i t s  a s  e d u c a t i o n a l  
institutions; he was humble, 
shunned ostentatious living and 
always opened his hands to 
others when such opportunities 
called for it. 
Of particular note and very 

impressive is that he never 
ventured into throwing back mud 
thrown at him. He ignored his 
numerous critics and was 
focused in the activities that 
engaged his attention. He 
touched lives in numerous ways 
that he will never be forgotten.  
News Echo joins the million 

others in mourning the death of 
this illustrious Nigerian who has 
distinguished himself in his 
calling. There are many other 
pastors like him with such 
prophetic talents who forewarn 
on issues before they actually 
come to occur. We do not think 
that it is a bad idea if the 
authorities could find a way to 
exploit the huge benefits which 
their prophesies can avail in 
governance.    
 

TB Joshua: Exit of a 
global icon
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nly those who love self-

Odeceit still say or think 
that things are alright in 

Nigeria. For those who are 
realistic, it is scary to move 
around, as nobody knows where 
danger lurks. Then, there is the 
fear for the future of  Nigeria. In 
addition to the widespread 
insecurity in all zones of  the 
country, there are signs that 
Nigeria may be engulfed in an 
amorphous internecine war.

Over the weekend, there were 
reports that bandits killed about 
88 people in Kebbi State, while 
herdsmen killed between 11 and 
20 in Igangan, Oyo State. In the 
South-East, the number of  
people killed in the different 
cities by unknown gunmen as 
well as the police and soldiers is 
unknown. According to the 
police, the Kebbi killing took 
place in Koro, Kimpi, Gaya, 
Dimi, Zutu, Rafin Gora and 
I g u e n ge  v i l l a ge s,  a l l  i n  
Danko/Wasagu LGA of  the 
state. News of  killings has 
become a daily affair. It no 
longer sounds as if  the released 
figures are those of  human 
beings.

Sad ly,  the  ac t ions  and  
utterances of  the President, 
Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), do not show that 
he has the capacity to stop these 
killings or is interested in 
stopping them. On the contrary, 
his actions and utterances help to 
exacerbate them. For example, 
despite the complaints about his 
near exclusion of  other zones 
from his governance, recently 
when the Inspector General of  
Police, Mohammed Adamu, 
retired, Buhari quickly replaced 
him with another northerner, 
Usman Baba.

When Buhari came into office 
in 2015, he met Solomon Arase 
as the IGP. Arase is from Edo 
State in South-South Nigeria. He 
worked with Arase for one year 
before replacing him with 
Ibrahim Idris. Since the era of  
Idris, Buhari has appointed three 
IGPs from the North back-to 
back.

Similarly, a couple of  weeks 
ago, the Chief  of  Army Staff, Lt. 
Gen. Ibrahim Attahiru, died in a 
plane crash. Buhari promptly 
replaced him with a much junior 
Northerner, Major General 
Farouk Yahaya, from Regular 
Course 37, bypassing those from 
Regular Course 35 and Regular 
Course 36. Consequently, all 
those from Course 35 and 
Course 36 will have to retire 
prematurely, because they would 
not serve under their junior. It is 

estimated that about 45 generals 
will be affected in this premature 
retirement. But Buhari would 
rather please his kinsmen than 
please Nigeria.

In addition, since the weekend, 
there has been a Twitter crisis in 
Nigeria over Buhari's comment, 
which was seen as a wish to 
engage in ethnic cleansing of  the 
people of  the South-East. The 
tweet was massively reported, 
leading to it being deleted. But 
rather than engage in damage 
control of  trying to calm the 
nation down that his tweet was 

completely misconstrued, he 
went into muscle-flexing with 
Twitter, ordering that the 
operation of  the micro blogging 
site be suspended from Nigeria 
and threatening to arrest any 
Nigerian who circumvents the 
Twitter ban. According to Net 
Blocks Cost of  Shutdown Tool, 
if  Nigeria shuts down Twitter for 
one year, it will cost the nation 
$2.19 billion. But Buhari would 
rather make Nigeria lose money 
even when the country has the 
highest number of  poor people 
in the world.

What exactly did Buhari have 
t h a t  m a d e  h i m  c o n t e s t  
presidential elections four times 
in his bid to rule Nigeria? What 
did he have to offer when he shed 
tears after losing the presidential 
election the third time in 2011? Is 
what he is offering today all that 
he was fighting tooth and nail to 
offer all those years he was 
contesting to be president?

Regularly, Buhari and his aides 
warn against those trying to 
create crises in Nigeria. He 
threatens to deal decisively with 
them. His current conflict with 

the owners of  Twitter is as a 
result of  a similar warning laced 
with a threat. Sadly, his threats 
have not led to a de-escalation of  
tension in Nigeria. On the 
contrary, there have been clear 
signs that tension has been rising 
as a result of  Buhari's actions 
and utterances. Zones that were 
never in any conflict have 
become embroiled in crises.

Given the peculiar attitude of  
Nigerians to political power, I 
have argued in the past that 
Buhari should be allowed to 
complete his second tenure, so as 
not to give the North, especially 
North-West, the opportunity to 
complain that its turn was not 
allowed to play out in full. 
However, Buhari does not 
bother to take advantage of  the 
remaining part of  his tenure to 
attempt to heal the country and 
rekindle some hope in his 
c o m p a t r i o t s .  H e  s i m p ly  
continues to act in a way that 
shows that he does not care 
about the fate of  Nigeria. It 
seems that he is gladly pushing 
Nigeria towards its doom.

Interestingly, Buhari assumes 
that the people trying to destroy 
Nigeria are those agitating for 
one thing or the other. However, 
the different agitators in Nigeria 
are merely offshoots of  Buhari's 
actions of  tribal exclusion and 
tacit support for the herdsmen 
that have been engaging in 
ethnic cleansing in different 
parts of  Nigeria. Different 
s e c t i o n s  o f  N i ge r i a  a r e  
increasingly feeling that they are 
not safe in Nigeria, since those 
that attempt to wipe them out 
seem to have official backing, as 
was alleged by a former Chief  of  
Army Staff  and Minister of  
Defence, Lt. Gen. Theophilus 
Danjuma (retd), in 2017.

Therefore, the agitators are 
arguing that as long as their 
security is in the hands of  
Buhari, who has chosen virtually 
only his kinsmen as the heads of  
different security organs of  
Nigeria, their lives are not safe, 
but if  they pull out of  Nigeria, 
they can be in charge of  securing 
their land against the current 
killings that have gone out of  
hand.

Buhari is, therefore, perceived 
as directly and indirectly stoking 
the fire of  agitations going on in 
Nigeria. Sadly, he has two more 
years in office, which is such a 
long time to do incalculable 
harm to Nigeria.

By Azuka Onwuka

Nigerians have two more years to 
endure Buhari

“Interestingly, Buhari assumes that the people trying to destroy 
Nigeria are those agitating for one thing or the other. However, the 
different agitators in Nigeria are merely offshoots of Buhari's actions 
of tribal exclusion and tacit support for the herdsmen that have been 
engaging in ethnic cleansing in different parts of Nigeria. Different 
sections of Nigeria are increasingly feeling that they are not safe in 
Nigeria, since those that attempt to wipe them out seem to have 
official backing, as was alleged by a former Chief of Army Staff and 
Minister of Defence, Lt. Gen. Theophilus Danjuma (retd), in 2017.
Therefore, the agitators are arguing that as long as their security is in 
the hands of Buhari, who has chosen virtually only his kinsmen as the 
heads of different security organs of Nigeria, their lives are not safe, 
but if they pull out of Nigeria, they can be in charge of securing their 
land against the current killings that have gone out of hand.”

Buhari
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epeat a false story many Rtimes; the listener shall 
bel ieve i t  as  tr ue.  

Human brains tend to process 
statements/information faster 
and better if  the statement is 
familiar. The statement is 
repeated often, the statement is 
fluent and non-disjointed, and 
the statement sounds logical or 
follows a logical series.
Not only are such statements 
processed faster (than newer 
statements) in the brain; they are 
very often, remembered as true 
statements. Psychologists have 
summed it up like this: repeated 
statements receive higher truth 
ratings than new statements. 
P s y c h o l o g i s t s  c a l l  t h i s  
phenomenon, the 'illusory truth 
e f f e c t ' .  R e p e a t i n g  
misinformation doesn't make it 
true, but it does make it more 
believable. So, if  you repeat 
statement several times, people 
may start to believe it as true.
In 1977 Dr Lynn Hasher, a 
psychologist and her colleagues 
did a study at Temple University 
in Pennsylvania, U.S.A. The 
study confirmed the belief  that, 
repeating a statement increases 
the belief  that it is true even 
when the statement was initially, 
false. Familiar statements, and 
statement-frequency, appear to 
play a role in memory and in 
cognition.
Any approach that increases 
one ' s  fami l iar i ty  wi th  a  
statement or aids the brain to 
process information faster, 
enhances the truth effect. 
Likewise, when statements are 
presented in an easy-to-read 
format and colorful fonts, the 
mind readily assumes such 
statements as truthful. This is in 
sharp contrast to statements that 
are presented in dull, low-
contrast-fonts.
Colorful billboards, posters, 
placards, cartoons readily 
enhance the perceived truth of  
written statements. Also, any 
aphorisms that can be expressed 
as a rhyme, enhances the truth 
effect. Public misinformation 
has become a tool for politicians. 
Propaganda machineries have 
been set up by politicians to 
sway the minds of  the citizens, 
with the illusory truth effect in 
mind. Religious cult leaders 
have used the same principle to 
win souls and swell up the 
number of  their congregants.

Here are a few examples of the 
illusory truth effect.
The Lord's Prayer:
All missionary schools recited 
the Lord's Prayer every day at 
the general school assembly. 
Church hymns and songs were 

sung regularly. The mind got 
used to the words and phrases in 
these recitations. The words 
became facts in the minds of  
those who recited them. These 
words became part of  their 
internal belief  system.
Our father, who art in heaven. 
God is a male figure who lives in 
the skies. It would be difficult to 
convince someone that God 
does not live in the skies, and 
that the God-particle could be 
found inside of  us. Little wonder 
most sports personalities look 
up to the skies when they pray to, 
or thank God.

The second coming of Jesus:
Up till now, many Christians do 
believe that Jesus the Christ will 
come back from the skies and 
pass his judgments. (A few 
Christians do believe that Jesus' 
second coming has already 
taken place during the first 
Century AD.). We have been 
told this story right from birth. 
However, the reality is that Jesus 
shall come from nowhere to pass 
a judgment.
There shall be a no (physical) 
judgment day. This storyline 
gained momentum at a time 
when Christians and the rest of  
the world believed that the Earth 
was flat and that Angels stood 
on the four corners of  the earth. 
We now know that the earth is 
like a sphere that rotates and 
revolve around the sun. Many 
cultures believe that after each 
death, a life review is done.

You know, all life-events are 
stored in our sub-conscious 
mind, which acts l ike a 
computer hard-drive. All the 
numerous life experiences are 
played back to you, scenes are 
re-enacted during the life-
review. You witness these events 
alone; you become your own 
judge. Because you now have a 
complete clarity, (not blurred by 
emotions) you feel the full 
impact of  the actions you 
inflicted on others, in the just-
ended incarnation. Lessons are 
learned; you resolve to act 
differently when faced with 
similar situations in your next 
incarnation.

God as a male-figure:
Early Christians painted the 
creator of  the Universe as a 
male-figure, who always sat on 
his throne, and observe the 
universe. They personalized the 
creator-God. Ancient Kemet 
(Egypt) fared better, they 
assumed God was the Sun. 
Abrahamic religions did poorly. 
Genesis 1:27 reads, God created 
man in his own image, in the 
image of  God created he him; 
male and female created he 
them.
Someone's imagination has 
caused humankind to believe 
and define God as a male-figure. 
I have not even heard of  any 
angels  who are females.  
Statements like God and his son 
abound; never God and his 

daughter. Any attempt to define 
God is pointless.
This is because our levels of  
awareness and consciousness 
are in their primordial states. We 
may know more about the 
visible world; we do not know 
much about the non-visible 
world. What we know is that the 
Universal consciousness (that 
we define as God) is ubiquitous. 
It permeates all creations and 
creatures. So, whoever wrote the 
“our father, who art in heaven” 
as a prayer has done a great 
disservice to modern humans.

Racial superiority: 
Modern humans originated 
from Africa. Scientists know 
that there is more variation in 
D NA  s t r u c t u r e s  a m o n g  
indigenous Africans than the 
DNA variat ions between 
Africans and non-Africans. We 
cannot therefore, use DNA 
variations to define the races and 
skin color-variations on this 
planet. Humans have always 
accepted the superiority of  the 
more advanced cultures.
Reincarnations studies have 
made it clear that humans tend 
to switch cultures, genders, 
races, and even social statuses 
between incarnations. With this 
available information, it is 
erroneous, to believe that one 
race is different and superior to 
another race. We are all from 
one source with varying 
physical features.
Civilizations come and go, 

humani ty  pers i s t s.  Most  
Africans have been brainwashed 
into believing that the Black 
skin-color is inferior to other 
skin colors. The devil has been 
painted as black, and sometimes 
in colors, other than white. 
Caucasians have succeeded in 
painting their Jesus as white. 
This is because Pope Julius II 
had tasked Michael Angelo in 
1508 C.E, to do paintings on the 
ceiling of  a chapel.
Angelo used his cousin to model 
for Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ's 
skin color was changed from 
brown to a white Caucasian 
with blue eyes. Most of  the 
leaders of  the North African 
churches l ike Ter tul l ian,  
Augustus, Origen (Alexandria) 
Madonna, Moses and the 
previously, Black Catholic 
Popes have been now painted as 
Caucasians.
During the slave era, Mulattos 
were assigned a higher social 
status by their slave-masters. 
Most Africans prefer light-skin 
people to those with ebony-
black skins, for relationships. 
Has anyone seen a painting of  
Angels with a black-skin color? 
Has anyone seen a painting of  
Angels who happen to be 
females? The brainwashing 
continues; the truth effect 
persists.

-Culled from Modern Ghana

 Illusory truth effect: Is God man?
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he Coalition of  South East TYouth Leaders (COSEYL), 
on Monday said it is 

alarmed over the vicious attack on 
Barr. Ifeanyi Ejiofor's house, the 
lawyer to Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) in his country home, 
O r a i f i t e,  E k w u s i g o  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Anambra 
state.

COSEYL said the attack which 
many media platforms have alleged 
came from a combination of  police, 
operatives of  Directorate of  State 
Security Services (DSS), Civil 
Defence Corps, Police and soldiers, 
which allegedly invaded Ejiofor's 
house has finally proved that there 
is a plot to exterminate Ndigbo.

News Echo gathered that during 
the attack, Ejiofor's personal 
assistant, Mr. Samuel Okoro was 
allegedly killed by the combined 
team of  security that invaded 
Ejiofor's house.

COSEYL in a statement by the 
President General and Secretary 
General, Hon. Goodluck Ibem and 
Comrade Kanice Igwe respectively 
said that information available to 
them shows that the combined 
team of  security operatives arrived 
his house by 2:30am to assassinate 
Ejiofor in his house, but he was not 
found.

The group said that Ndigbo are 
now endangered people because 
they are Christians living in a 
country governed by a Moslem 
president who is in full support of  
killing all South Easterners so that 
h i s  F u l a n i  t r i b e  w h o  a r e  
predominantly Muslims can take 
over South East lands for their 
cattle rearing. 

"We can now confirm that the 
arms bought by the Federal 
Government from the United 

States of  America are being used to 
assassinate Igbo Christians from 
the Southern part of  the country. 
The Federal Government is on the 
verge of  assassinating all Christians 
in Nigeria most especially from the 
South East. 

"We put the international 
Community on notice that the sole 
aim of  arms importation by the 
Federal Government is to assist 
murderous Fulani herdsmen, Boko 
Haram terrorists and other 
terrorists groups to exterminate the 
people of  the South East who are 
predominantly Christians. 

" T h e  m u r d e r o u s  F u l a n i  
herdsmen are Killing Igbos through 

Benue and Ebonyi state flank while 
the security agencies are killing 
Igbo from the Anambra and Imo 
state flank. There are unreported 
daily killings of  innocent Igbo by 
security agencies. 

"The South East is under serious 
siege by armed murderous Fulani 
terrorists and the Nigerian security 
forces. The security agencies are 
working hand in hand with 
murderous Fulani herdsmen to 
exterminate Ndigbo."

COSEYL said that if  Ejiofor, a 
renowned legal luminary who can 
defend himself  in the court of  law 
can be attacked in such a villainous 
manner by security agencies at 

midnight, one can imagine what 
the less privileged Igbo have been 
going through in the hands of  the 
security agencies. The group 
demanded to know what crime 
Ejiofor committed to deserve such 
vicious attack on his family at such 
unholy hour. 

"As a lawyer, he has right to 
defend whoever he so wishes in 
court. It is his inalienable right as a 
lawyer.  Or  i s  the  Federa l  
Government directly telling 
lawyers that they can only defend 
Boko Haram terrorists, ISIS, 
ISWAP and other terrorists groups 
from the north alone?. 

"We need better explanation 

because it appears it is a dead 
sentence for any lawyer to defend 
anyone in court from the South 
East .  We cal l  on lawyers,  
professional and well meaning 
Nigerians to rise up and defend our 
democracy which is presently in 
comatose. 

"With what is happening in the 
country, it appears that our 
constitution has been suspended 
and martial law is now what the 
Federal Government is using to 
administer the nation."

Meanwhile, a former Minister for 
Aviation, Femi Fani-Kayode said 
that the recent attack on Ejiofor is 
the second time that this has 
happened to the IPOB leader, 
adding that the last time they killed 
many people in his community and 
burnt many homes to ashes. Fani-
Kayode through his official Face 
book account said, "This time 
around they killed his Personal 
Assistant, Mr. Samuel Okoro 
(AKA Biggy), who I knew very well 
and after shooting him dead they 
took his body and car away. 

"They then parked the car in a 
Bush on the side of  the road, put his 
body in it and burnt both body and 
car to cinders”. The Anambra State 
Commissioner of  Police has said 
that he knows nothing about the 
raid on Ifeanyi's home or who the 
perpetrators and assassins were. 

"However Ifeanyi, who witnessed 
the entire event and called me twice 
as it was happening, has said that it 
was a joint operation of  police, 
army and DSS operatives and that 
it was an attempt to kidnap, arrest 
and/or assassinate him. I have no 
reason to doubt him. 

"Whoever those that launched 
the attack are and whoever sent 
them, let them know this: one day 
they will be identified, exposed, 
caught and brought to justice before 
a court of  law for killing innocent 
and defenseless human beings.  "I 
call them cold-blooded murderers 
and bloody cowards and I curse 
them and all that are theirs”.

"From generation to generation 
they shall be accursed and the 
Angel of  the Lord shall torment 
them and pursue them along a dark 
and slippery path. They shall reap 
what they have sown and they shall 
drink full of  the cup of  sorrow, 
suffering and bitterness in the 
mighty name of  Jesus. To my 
brother Ifeanyi Ejiofor I say take 
heart, stay safe and be strong. The 
Egyptians we see today, we shall see 
them no more. 

"May the soul of  Mr. Okoro and 
all the others that were killed in the 
raid on Ifeanyi's home on Sunday 
RIP and May the Lord comfort 
their families. 

“May God deliver us all from 
bloodthirsty and evil men. May the 
innocent blood that has been shed 
in our nation cry to God for 
vengeance and may the Lord visit 
His wrath upon those that delight in 
taking the lives of  His children."

COSEYL says attack on Ejiofor's house, exposes 
plot to exterminate Ndigbo
By Nonye Udumiri, 

“We can now confirm that the arms bought by the Federal Government 
from the United States of America are being used to assassinate Igbo 
Christians from the Southern part of the country. The Federal 
Government is on the verge of assassinating all Christians in Nigeria most 
especially from the South East. We put the international Community on 
notice that the sole aim of arms importation by the Federal Government is 
to assist murderous Fulani herdsmen, Boko Haram terrorists and other 
terrorists groups to exterminate the people of the South East who are 
predominantly Christians. The murderous Fulani herdsmen are Killing 
Igbos through Benue and Ebonyi state flank while the security agencies 
are killing Igbo from the Anambra and Imo state flank. There are 
unreported daily killings of innocent Igbo by security agencies. The South 
East is under serious siege by armed murderous Fulani terrorists and the 
Nigerian security forces. The security agencies are working hand in hand 
with murderous Fulani herdsmen to exterminate Ndigbo."

Obiozor Buhari
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n recent t imes,  the Isecurity situation in the 
South East has been in a 

very deplorable condition. 
There has been shootings and 
killings all over the place by 
gunmen even as armed 
robbers, kidnappers and other 
c r i m i n a l s  h a v e  b e e n  
rampaging all over the place. 
In the process, lives have been 
lost, properties destroyed and 
the enclave has been tension 
soaked. The masses are now 
asking the five governors what 
h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  
Ebubeagu Security Network 
in the face of  the acute 
insecurity growing in the 
region. 

After the hoodlums had 
virtually taken over the entire 
South East, the governors met 
in Enugu and agreed to come 
up with the idea of  Ebubeagu 
Security Network, taking a 
clue from the Amotekun 
which was put in place by the 
South West governors in the 

face of  the severe insecurity 
challenges in the zone. 
However, since the inception 
of  Ebubeagu, nothing much 
has happened in terms of  
mode of  operation and 
structure. Except in Ebonyi 
State where Governor Dave 
Umahi has been pushing the 
Ebubeagu organization and 
supporting it with funds, the 
other four governors seem not 
to support the idea. 

A t rader  a t  the  ever  
bois terous Holy Ghost  
terminal, Ikenna Una is 
wondering why criminals are 
still rounding riot in the South 
East despite the formation of  
the Ebubeagu outfit. He said; 
“I have observed that there are 
more insecurity challenges in 
the Igbo nation since the 
formation of  the Ebubeagu 
Security Network. At least, I 
am aware of  the situation in 
Imo State even as almost all 
the states in South East have 
experienced the burning of  

INEC office and police posts 
or stations. My question now 
is, where is Ebubeagu? I also 
know that the only functional 
command of  Ebubeagu is the 
one in Ebonyi State, may be 
because Umahi is the South 
East Governors Forum”. 

As Una observed, the South 
East has been experiencing 
odious security challenges in 
the past three months. In Imo 
State, since the April 5 attack 
o n  I m o  S t a t e  P o l i c e  
Command and the Federal 
Correctional Centre, the state 
has been very chaotic. 
Gunmen have been shooting 
indiscriminately thereby 
causing panic and tension in 
the entire place. In the last 
check carried out by News 
Echo, the house of  the 
commissioner of  information 
and strategy, Hon. Declan 
Emelumba was set on fire by 
gunmen. 

The case of  Anambra State 
is not even better. About six 

weeks ago, the two policemen 
attached to Prof. Chukwuma 
Soludo who is a strong APGA 
governorship aspirant for the 
2021 election were killed by 
hoodlums.  I t  was also 
reported that gunmen shot 
dead two policemen and 
wounded many others at 
Abor Akuzor, Nkpor, Idemili 
North LGA of  the state. 
There have been other attacks 
as well. 

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f u l l  
o p e r a t i o n a l  s c a l e  o f  
Ebubeagu in Ebonyi, herders 
have been attacking several 
communities in the state. At 
the last count, no fewer than 
30 people have lost their lives 
to herders attack in the state. 
According to a published 
report; the Fulani herdsmen 
at tacked seven Ebonyi  
villages. The attack led to the 
death of  over 30 indigenes of  
Ebonyi while survivors are 
sti l l  critical in various 
hospitals in the state. 

Of  all the criminal activities 
that have turned Abia State 
into a hotbed of  fear and 
panic, the heinous attack and 
killing of  POS agents namely 
Victor Chimaobi Igbokwe 
and Ezinne Grace Iroh in Aba 
was quite shocking. Although 
the suspects were later 
arrested, the psychological 
impact is still being felt. 

Even now, the purported 
resignation of  the Ebubeagu 
chief  commander, retired 
Major General Abel Obi 
Umahi has added fresh 
anxiety about the setting up of  
the outfit. He alleged that 
since the security network 
came into being, there have 
been no funds, logistics and 
direction. He was quoted as 
saying that the only support 
he got came from the Ebonyi 
S t a t e  g o v e r n o r .  T h e  
commander noted that he 
could no longer continue in 
h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  t h e  
commander.  

By Ori Martins   

Insecurity in South East: 
Where is Ebubeagu?

Ebubeagu Security on inauguration day. 
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o v e r n o r  D a v i d  

GUmahi of  Ebonyi 
State has vowed to 

rescue and reunite  the 
abducted children of  Enyigba 
Abakaliki by some miscreants 
from Enyibichiri Ikwo to their 
families at all costs. 

Umahi, in a press statement 
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  S t a t e  
Orientation, Hon. Barr. Orji 

istorically, Ngwo Hpeople who live 
few kilometers to 

Enugu the Enugu State 
capital were said to have 
descended from the man 
called Ngwu-Ako who 
lived at a place now called 
"Isi Okpoto" the present 
day St. Mary Catholic 
Church and its environs 
with his wife. 

Ngwu-Ako was said to 
have given the name 
"Okpotokpo" literally in 
English language because 
the fruits and trees that 
grew there were of  very 
large sizes and shapes. 

Report had it that Ngwo-
Ako begot their ten male 
children who eventually 
metamorphosed into the 
ten villages of  Ngwo, 
namely: Uboji, Amankwo, 
Ameke, Ukaka, Enugu, 
Etiti, Amachala, Amaebo, 
Okwojo, and Umuase. 

If  there is any social event 
that had attracted a very 
large crowd from far and 
near to Ngwo community 
in recent time, it was the 
day when men and women 
o f  N g w o  w h o  h a d  
distinguished themselves 
in the military gathered at  

Uchenna Orji who expressed 
deep sad with the sudden turn 
of  events  between two 
brothers of  Enyibuchiri Ikwo 
and Enyigba Abakal ik i  
wondered why the abduction 
of  innocent children of  
Enyigba Izzi, should be 
hatched and executed by just a 
few miscreants of  Enyibichiri 
Ikwo.

Recall that the people of  
Enyibichiri Echi-Alike in 
Ikwo Local Government Area 
of  the  s ta te  and thei r  

the State Primary School, 
Ishi-Okpoto to receive the 
honour bestowed on them 
by the Community.

Just like Odo festival 
w h i c h  i s  c e l e b r a t e d  
February/October every 
year by Ngwo and Ojebe 
Ogene clan of  Udi in 
honour of  their ancestral 
spirit by the living, the 
people of  Ngwo used the 
day of  the event as a means 
of  reunion as people return 
to their kits and kins to 
c e l e b r a t e  w i t h  t h e  
recipients.

Among those honoured 
were  major  Genera l  
Donald Oji, Air vice 
M a r s h a l  A n i m o n y e  
B e n j a m i n  C h i b u i k e  
Nweze, Rear admiral 
Uchenna Blessing Onyia, 
Air Commodore Onubogu 
Moses Onoh, Brigadier 
General Clifford Brown 
and brigadier General 
Cecilia Ukwo Akagu-
Wanda (All retired)

Others were Igwe colonel 
Christian Chukwu Ude, 
Reverend father Dr. (Col.) 
Anthony Ozoani, Barrister 
Eugene Okwor and Rt. 
Rev. Dr.Emmanuel Ugwu, 
r e t i r e d  b i s h o p  o f  
Awgu/Aninri Anglican 
Diocese.

n e i g h b o u r i n g  E n y i g b a ,  
Abakaliki Local Government 
Area in the state had been at 
war over land dispute which 
has resulted to loss of  lives and 
properties. And government 
had last year resolved the 
c r i s e s  p e r m a n e n t ly  b y  
demarcating the disputed land 
but there were renewed 
hostilities in the area last week 
where some school children 
were allegedly abducted by 
suspected war lords from 
Enyibichiri Ikwo.

N e w s  E c h o  
Correspondent observed 
that apart from the former 
minister of  state for 
Fore ign  Af fa i r s  and  
chairman of  the occasion, 
Rt. Hon. Duben Onyia, 
there were other high 
profile people including a 
representative of  the Chief  
of  Defence staff, Major 
General Lucky Irabor.

The recipients were 
honoured with different 
chieftaincy titles and 
finally admitted into the 
council of  Ochiagha Ngwo 
clan.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
ceremony, Chief  Onyia 
said he was delighted to be 
part of  the event, adding 
that all the recipients 
deserved the recognition.

In his welcome address, 
Igwe I.O.U Ayalaogu 1, 
Essa of  Ngwo Asaa, said 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
community were proud to 
have such personalities as 
indigenes of  the clan.

“We honour you our 
heroes who fought various 
wars in Nigeria and are 
alive to tell the story. You 
gallantly discharged your 
duties and boldly came 
home with honours and 
laurels.  "Nwangwu-ako is 

The statement reads, "The 
Governor is aware that the 
only land dispute between 
them has been finally settled 
by the government with the 
assistance of  the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria (CAN) 
and the Bishops in Ebonyi 
State, which took the state 
over three years to find lasting 
peace in the area"

"It is to be noted that Ebonyi 
State government through 
CAN went as far as hiring 
h e av y - d u t y  e q u i p m e n t  

always identified with 
sagacity everywhere he is 
located irrespective of  the 
tediousness of  the terrain”, 
he said.

The royal father however 
decried the lack of  unity 
among the people to face 
the challenges of  their 
aggressive neighbors in 
politics and social life.

Chris Agu, a member of  
the organizing committee 
told newsmen that Ngwo is 
a special clan in Enugu 
state endowed enormously 
with tourism potentials yet 
u n t a p p e d ,  w h i c h  i f  
properly managed would 
give the state more than 
what Onitsha gives to 
Anambra state.

“We are rich and blessed 
with human and material 
resources. This is why the 
event was 90 percent 
successful”.  All the 
recipients took turns to 
express their happiness for 
the awards given to them, 
singing in unison their 
gratitude to the organizers 
of  the event and the entire 
community. The high 
point of  the event was 
presentation of  awards and 
chieftaincy titles to the 
recipients.

working on the disputed land 
for three months and a final 
demarcation was successfully 
done and same accepted by 
both parties".

"Government, therefore, 
wondered why the abduction 
of  innocent children of  
Enyigba Izzi, should be 
hatched and executed by just a 
few miscreants of  Enyibichiri 
Ikwo".

"The Governor vows to 
rescue and reunite these 
children to their families at all 
costs and therefore pleaded 
with Izzi brothers and sisters 
to please remain calm and 
prevent their children from 
taking laws into their hands 
while promising them that 
within 7 days, this matter 
about the abduction of  their 
children will be amicably 
resolved".

"The Governor is very 
h o p e f u l  t h a t  w i t h  h i s  
government, religious leaders 
and good stakeholders of  
Ebonyi State, these children 
will be returned to the people 
of  Izzi without any harm. The 
Governor, therefore, pleaded 
with abductors to kindly 
release the children to the 
government within the next 
7days from this 6th of  June 
with a promise of  total 
amnesty to them".

"Government is not willing 
to release any of  the leaders of  
Enyibichiri  that  are in 
detention to underscore the 
value of  the lives of  those 
abducted. The Governor 
believes that every life is sacred 
and the life of  those abducted 
matters so much to the 
government".

"Government, therefore, 
warned the abductors of  the 
consequences of  not providing 
these children in the next 
seven (7) days, as government 
shall have no option other than 
to move into Enyibichiri to 
make a massive arrest to get 
back the children".

“The Governor, therefore, 
admonishes the parents of  the 
abductors both the immediate 
and extended families, that 
they are well known and 
pleaded with them to talk to 
their children to release those 
innocent children. He further 
warned that should they fail, 
refuse and or neglect to do 
that, the government will fish 
them out, no matter where 
they run to"

Umahi vows to rescue abducted School 
children in Ebonyi

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Ngwo community stands still for 
retired generals

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu
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t is said in ancient Greece, Ithose whom the gods want 
to destroy, they first make 

mad. With the madness of  
constitution amendment talking 
shops initiated to distract from 
the daily, even hourly news of  
kidnappings,  murder and 
mayhem on the streets of  
Nigeria, the rising tide of  youth 
unemployment, excruciating 
pain of  hunger and starvation 
spreading like bushfire and 
latterly, the gagging of  citizens 
through the 'ban' on Twitter 
operations, it is no exaggeration 
to say that the country is, once 
again, tethering on the edge. The 
latest, perhaps, most egregious 
of  the kidnappings occurred at 
Greenfield University, (a private 
institution), located in Kaduna 
recently. The captives were held 
for a couple of  weeks, then, 
released on Saturday, May 29, 
2021, following payments of  a 
ransom by their families. Some 
of  the family members came on 
TV to confirm the total ransom 
payment of  N180m ($500,000), 
plus 14 brand new motorbikes 
fo r  the  p leasure  o f  the  
kidnappers. The Governor of  
Kaduna State, Mallam Nasir el-
Rufai, had earlier vowed never 
to negotiate with kidnappers 
even where his own children 
were the victims. A very tough, 
high-minded principled stance 
you might say, until you realize 
that the governor and his family 
live in an impenetrable fortress, 
in the Government House, with 
the panoply of  heavily-armed 
security detail attached to them 
around the clock.

Besides, the Nigerian political 
elite are not known for sending 
their children to local schools 
anyway. So, what option did the 
parents of  the kidnapped 
students have knowing how 
w e a k  a n d  i n e f f e c t u a l  
government rescue missions are 
in this country?

For the parents, desperate for 
the quick return of  their children 
unharmed, paying a ransom 
appeared to be the best of  the 
available evils, but it has set a 
dangerous precedent for all 
institutions of  higher learning, 
as well as sent a chilling message 
to other would-be kidnappers: 
s tudent  k idnapping pays  
handsomely. There is now an 
implicit ransom on the head of  
every student in Nigeria. 
Proprietors of  every institution, 
especially privately-owned ones, 
can no longer sleep with both 
eyes  c losed ,  s ince  the i r  
institutions are perceived to be 
populated by students from very 
'rich' homes. They have now 

become even more vulnerable 
than they were a few days ago. It 
is sadly a matter of  when, not if, 
a copy-cat kidnapping will take 
place. All universities in Nigeria, 
especially private universities, 
ought to hold an emergency 
congress on their campuses 
ASAP with only one thing on 
the agenda: safety and security. 
It would be surprising if  they 
have not already done so in 
droves, lest they become sitting 
ducks. This is culled from 
punch.

That is what daily life has 
turned into in today's Nigeria. 
Kidnapping is no longer the 
exception, but the norm in all 
parts of  the country. The spate 
of  kidnapping and the attendant 
brutality surrounding it speak to 
a larger atmosphere of  a country 
no longer at ease with itself. The 
centre, it seems, can no longer 
hold. The President, Buhari has 
admitted as much. He has even 
a t t empted  an  audac ious  
appropriation of  the United 
States 'AFRICOM' military 
base from Germany to Africa, 
close to the “theatre of  conflict” 
where it is really happening. 
Although he did not mention 
N i g e r i a  b y  n a m e ,  t h e  
insinuation was clear. Would it 
not be better for Nigeria to apply 
to be the 51st state of  the US 
instead? We can then sit back 

and allow the US awesome 
Marines to take on 'the enemy' 
within. This would be funny 
were it not for the existential 
issues embedded in it. Listening 
to Nigerian political leaders 
sometimes makes you wonder 
whether to laugh or cry.

How did we arrive here? The 
situation of  hopelessness did not 
arise over night; it has been 
brewing for a long while. It has 
now reached a crescendo. The 
most notable starting point 
occurred by the annulment of  
the freest, most democratic 
election ever held in the history 
of  Nigeria: the June 12, 1993 
presidential election won by 
Moshood Abiola from the 
South-West region of  Nigeria. 
The then military strongman, 
Ibrahim Babangida, (from the 
northern part of  Nigeria) 
“annulled” the election on the 
basis that the outcome was 
“unacceptable to the military” 
and “significant sections” of  the 
country's ruling elite. The 
decision was a big jolt to the 
patience of  Nigerians, who took 
to the streets demanding an end 
to military rule and the 
immediate enthronement of  
democracy. Abiola died in 
mysterious circumstances whilst 
in custody of  the then maximum 
ruler, General Sani Abacha, 
who also, fortuitously, died in 
mysterious circumstances 

within days of  each other. 
Therea f t e r,  the  mi l i t a r y  
hurriedly handed over power to 
former military strongman, 
General Olusegun Obasanjo 
(turned civilian democrat) in 
1999.

Elections were held under a 
constitution written by the 
departing military, disguised as 
emanating from “the people”. 
The election and the fanfare that 
accompanied it were a dreadful 
mistake. A Sovereign National 
Conference ought to have been 
declared upon the departure of  
the military, and a new federal 
arrangement trashed out before 
any election was held. Once you 
handed power to a bunch of  
latter-day politicians, with 
unearned privileges and spoils 
of  office, they are unlikely to 
push for fundamental change. 
They will have become the 
establishment whose interest 
and priority it is to maintain the 
status quo. The ongoing 
constitution amendment show 
taking place in different corners 
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s ,  b y  
consequence, an exercise in 
futility. You do not seek to 
amend a  fundamenta l ly,  
irredeemably, flawed document; 
you negotiate, re-write, and re-
enact.

For the avoidance of  doubt, 
neither President Buhari, nor 

the National Assembly can 
'restructure' Nigeria. That is a 
task for the people in a 
Constituent Assembly conveyed 
for the purpose. News of  
Nigeria's demise as an entity has 
been heralded and predicted 
several times, especially, by 
some notable Washington think 
tanks.  Ever y tragedy on 
Nigerian streets is seized upon 
as evidence of  their prediction 
coming to pass. To them, 
Nigeria is a “failed state” only 
waiting to collapse. The concept 
of  a “failed state” in respect of  
A f r i c a  i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
incoherent in my view. It tends 
t o  o b s c u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
illuminate. This is for the simple 
reason that the states in Africa 
were an artificial creation of  
foreign invaders in the first 
place. African states were 
conceived and shared out on the 
cartographic table of  Western 
European powers  at  the  
infamous Berlin Conference in 
1885, (Africa's al-Nakbah, “The 
Catastrophe”). Henceforth, the 
(nominal) states so carved up 
were like castles built on sand, 
bound to collapse at some point. 
Based on that, when highly-
placed political pundits in the 
West talk freely of  a “failed 
state” in the context of  Africa, 
they do so in a historical 
vacuum. They do so within the 
prisms of  modern Western 
states. Their knowledge of  the 
peculiarities of  the modern 
African states is patchy at best.

That said, if  there is anything 
capable of  tipping Nigeria over 
the edge, it would be the 
intransigence of  the ruling elite. 
A forthright call for a Sovereign 
National Conference has been 
made, and pooh-poohed several 
times, a lesser call for a 
Constitutional Conference has 
also been made and was 
derided.  Even a benign,  
moderate call for an all-
expenses-paid, “Summit of  
Hope” was called only last 
month, by the legal icon and 
statesman, Aare Afe Babalola, 
and was rebuffed. All avenues 
for a peaceful change have thus 
far been trampled on. It was 
President JF Kennedy who said, 
at the height of  his power, that 
those who make peaceful 
revolution impossible, make 
violent revolution inevitable. 
The ruling cliques in Nigeria are 
adept at starring at the abyss first 
before pulling back. It is now so 
obvious, (even to a Martian), 
that they are drinking in the last 
chance saloon.

By Taye Oke 

Nigeria: On edge of a cliff

Buhari
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rowing up on the streets 

Gof  Olodi Apapa in 
Lagos state, meant that 

the phrase 'Up Nepa' was one 
that residents would chorus 
consciously and unconsciously 
every now and then, whenever 
darkness suddenly gives way to 
light. As kids, teenagers and in 
some cases adults, we would all 
scream for joy anytime the then 
Nat iona l  E lec t r i c  Power  
Au t h o r i t y  b r o u g h t  b a c k  
electricity supply after days and 
sometimes months of  darkness.

I wonder if  the same phrase is 
still chorused today with the 
change of  name to PHCN but 
what I do know is that the power 
supp ly  s i tua t ion  i s  s t i l l  
shamefully abysmal. This is sad 
because we live in a highly 
competitive, knowledge-led 
economy that is driven by speed 
and one continues to wonder, 
how Nigerians particularly 
startups can truly compete 
globally while keeping costs low 
and staying competitive.

There is no doubting the fact 
that Nigeria needs a well-
developed tech ecosystem to 
help it out of  the myriad of  
problems that technology could 
effectively solve. One thing that 
is, however, clear to all is that, for 
tech to be of  any significant use 
in solving some of  our problems, 
certain other infrastructures 
have to be effectively made 

available.
For me, the adequate supply of  

electricity is super important to 
move our country forward and 
as we know power supply has 
been quite epileptic for a very 
long time. Each government that 
assumes power promises to find 
a lasting solution to it, but at the 
end of  their tenure in office, no 
solution is ever found.

Many expected that the change 
of  name and subsequent 
privatisation of  certain aspects 
of  the value chain would bring 
the much-needed solution. Alas, 
the story remains the same for 
many individuals and businesses 
as they are forced to resort to the 
use of  alternative power sources, 
such as generating sets and in 
some cases solar systems to meet 
their power needs. One most 
annoying thing is that, in spite of  
the fact that the Discos have 
continuously failed to provide 
adequate electricity supply, they 
still send estimated bills to users 
to whom they have failed to 
supply pre-paid meters to 
bearing in mind that millions of  
Nigerians simply cannot afford 
the extra costs demanded for 
such meters.

For many customers, there is 
no s igni f icant  d i f ference  
between pre-privatisation and 
post-privatisation of  the sector 
as power blackout is still a 
grievous reality. This, in effect, 

puts an additional cost burden 
on the users and this dovetail 
into passing such costs to the 
prices of  goods and services. 
Startups are finding it difficult to 
scale with the situation, as they 
struggle with having to run on 
generators, which eats deep into 
their cost structure.

Electricity provision, across 
the board, should be seen as a 
necessity if  we must deploy and 
propel the use of  technology to 
solve our myriad of  problems. 
This is because electricity drives 
technology. Ever since the 
industrial revolution, when 
electricity became the backbone 
on which mass production was 
premised, it had always been 
relevant in powering most of  the 
innovations and inventions that 
have been born. Of  most 
importance, today is Internet 
connectivity, which has turned 
the world into a global village. 
Today, you can transact and 
close business deals with 
anyone, anywhere in the world, 
without leaving the comfort of  
your home or office through an 
Internet-connected computer 
device, which needs electricity. 
Most villages in the country are 
yet to be connected with 
electricity; hence, these places 
are finding it difficult to be 
connected to the Internet. Most 
Internet service providers are 
reluctant to move to these areas 

because it will be a waste of  
resources to mount towers in 
these rural areas as the return on 
investment will be almost non-
existent.

I have always maintained that 
technology is here to make living 
a lot easier. With stable 
electricity in the country, the 
unemployment rate can be 
reduced to the barest minimum 
b e c a u s e,  m a n y  t h a t  a r e  
unemployed will  use the 
opportunity of  the stability in 
the supply of  electricity to key 
into jobs that are electricity-
related, such as welding, 
hairdressing and barbing salons, 
running cybercafés, cold room 
for fish and meat, fashion 
designing, etc. This is because 
they will run their businesses 
smoothly, without interruptions 
and having to incur extra cost in 
running generating sets. This 
will also result in a reduction in 
the cost of  production for many 
industries, which will also lead 
to reduced prices of  goods and 
services. This is culled from 
punch.

Solving the electricity issue in 
Nigeria will also lead to a 
situation where our products can 
compete favourably for export, 
especially, in the African market, 
thus, opening a window for our 
earning serious foreign exchange 
from exports. It is only when we 
export that our earnings can 

improve the strength of  the 
N a i r a  a g a i n s t  s t r o n g e r  
currencies like the Dollar and 
save us from the present foreign 
exchange imbalance. The 
Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission, which is the 
regulatory body for the power 
sector in Nigeria, should put the 
Gencos and Discos on their toes 
to provide the best of  services to 
electricity consumers in Nigeria.

The issue of  irregular billing 
and provision of  prepaid meters 
for every electricity consumer in 
Nigeria is also key. By providing 
the consumers with prepaid 
meters, the issue of  crazy billing 
will be a thing of  the past and 
consumers will pay for only 
what they consume. This is the 
fair thing to do. The government 
should compel the Discos to 
provide prepaid meters for the 
consumers with a timeline and 
p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  n o n -
compliance.

The possibilities of  opening 
new frontiers on alternative 
sources of  electricity should also 
b e  l o o k e d  i n t o  b y  t h e  
government and encourage as 
many players as possible to 
operate in that field. Technology 
has provided various other 
options, such as wind, solar and 
many more which we can apply 
in areas where we find them 
suitable to develop and use.

By Chukwuemeka Fred Agbata Jnr

Time to solve electricity blackout 
menace

EDDC
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 cursory look at these 

Atwo terms may evoke 
questioning glances 

amongst readers regarding the 
connection between both. In 
Nigeria, nothing is ever really the 
way it appears to be and it is fair 
to say that over many years, there 
has evolved a love and hate 
relationship between the people 
engaged in the provision of  
health care services and the 
officers who represent law 
enforcement. Whereas the 
relationship between the two 
ought to be complementary and 
civil, ugly scenes have tainted the 
level of  cooperation between 
these two social services, for, 
after all, policing is indeed a 
social service.

Certain ugly incidents over 
several years have prompted the 
writing of  this essay and the 
citizens are often the ordinary 
folks who bear the brunt when 
these two important agencies 
face off. The risks of  collision are 
worse in the hinterland and the 
suburban communities than in 
the major cities but these 
problems exist. Sometimes, poor 
management of  the situation, 
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  c l e a r  
understanding of  the mandate of  
law enforcement, and the 
influence of  rampant corruption 
in the police force make a meal 
of  small problems.

Several years ago today, a 
colleague practising in rural 
Nasarawa State was paid a 
nocturnal visit by these men in 
uniform. He was informed that 
he had breached the laws of  the 
country by performing abortions 
which he knew was an illegal act. 
He neither denied nor confirmed 
that allegation but was warned to 
stop doing such. A couple of  
weeks afterwards, they were 
back, this time in the company 
of  the divisional police officer, 
all of  them in mufti but evidently 
well-armed. He levied the same 
allegation against the doctor and 
his young practice. They 
d e m a n d e d  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
documentation that permitted 
him to establish a private 
healthcare facility, and he 
dutifully provided all. The same 
allegation was made very 
pointedly and he was warned of  
the dire consequences if  he did 
not desist from the practice.

At this point, he forcefully 
defended his practice and said 
that the only abortions he did 
perform were to complete the 
failed efforts of  young girls and 
w o m e n  w h o  h a d  t a k e n  
medications and concoctions to 

achieve the termination of  their 
pregnancies, and was, therefore, 
therapeutic. Well, they left his 
clinic.

Worried by the repeated visits 
from the police, he went to a 
senior colleague who had 
practised in that town for more 
than 15 years to gain his 
acquaintanceship and share his 
experiences with him. Someone 
he knew previously recognised 
him at the older clinic and asked 
what he was doing there. He 
poured out his heart and the 
fellow informed him that the 
very colleague he wanted to 
complain to was probably 
behind his travails: he was hand 
in glove with the police hierarchy 
in that domain and was known 
to often monetarily enable the 
divisional police officer. In other 
words, a senior colleague, wary 
of  competition from a younger 
fellow was willing to run him out 
of  town and out of  practice with 
unfair help from armed police. 
He eventually reached certain 
terms with the police that 
allowed him to continue his 
practice. Soon, the police would 
bring accident victims to his 
facility as well as victims of  
domestic abuse and sexual 
molestation. By offering bribes 
to the police, he was able to 
establish a practice and thrive 
because he was willing to 
monetise the protection of  his 
practice and ensure a steady 
stream of  patients. This is culled 
from punch.

More than 800 kilometers 

away in the South-West, in a 
Lagos suburb, another hospital 
proprietor who had properly 
documented his enterprise ran 
into a running battle with his 
landlord as soon as he was able 
to change his old car into a better 
one and also buy one for his wife. 
First, the landlord more than 
doubled his rent. Feeling 
cornered, the hospital proprietor 
sought to engage in dialogue and 
let slip the fact that the kind of  
rent being demanded was not 
affordable. After several months, 
no agreement was reached and 
he was taken to court after being 
told in writing to vacate the 
property. One early morning, 
with the case still pending, 
bailiffs, touts, and armed police 
stormed the property, violently 
r emoved  i l l  pa t i en t s  on  
admission in that hospital, and 
threw the hospital's equipment 
out in the open. A young man 
with multiple fractures to both 
legs and the thigh was forced to 
stay in his bed, immobile for 
several hours before being taken 
away by his relatives. The 
policemen locked up the doors 
and turned their backs on the 
patients, one of  whom was a 
young woman who completed 
blood transfusion the previous 
night for a serious condition. 
There was no mercy.

At about the same time, 
another hospital proprietor was 
facing a different type of  battle 
with the police. The previous 
day, he was performing a minor 
operation on a woman who died 

suddenly on the operating table. 
He was arrested by the police 
and charged with murder based 
on a complaint from the 
deceased's family members that 
the doctor did not show 
sufficient empathy. The police 
became accuser, advocate, and 
judge and swiftly made an arrest. 
As a young practice, this 
colleague was obliged to be 
available always in his new 
enterprise and he had a couple of  
patients on admission. It did not 
matter to the law enforcement 
fellows: he was taken away for 
quest ioning and i l legal ly 
detained to the detriment of  
those patients whom they now 
denied the doctor's services. 
After four days of  extortion, the 
young man was released. He had 
paid for candles, notebooks, 
fuelled patrol vehicles, and paid 
for the autopsy of  the deceased 
woman the conclusion of  which 
exonerated him as she was found 
to be suffering from a pre-
existing condition that did her 
in. Yet, at the point of  the 
doctor's release on bail, he still 
paid a handsome amount of  
money. Beside them on that 
table was a bold inscription: Bail 
is Free.

Not too far away from this 
hospital was another one visited 
in a similar fashion by these men 
in uniform. A man giving the 
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  g o o d  
Samaritan, had taken a woman 
to the latter hospital with the 
excuse that he was a neighbour 

of  hers who realised that she was 
very ill and decided to assist her 
to the hospital. He paid for the 
obligatory card and consultation 
and pleaded that he needed to 
get to the nearby automated 
teller machine for some more 
cash so that treatment could be 
guaranteed. Not too long after 
the kind man left, the woman 
died but the man was never seen 
again. He had essentially 
dumped a very sick woman on 
the laps of  a private healthcare 
facility and taken to his heels. 
Nevertheless, the doctor was 
arrested and indicted for being 
an accessory to murder. Only the 
swift intervention of  his own 
considerably influential family 
saved the day, but even so, he 
spent a couple of  days behind the 
counter at the local police 
station. All these happen in a 
country where traditional 
h e a l e r s,  m a g i c i a n s,  a n d  
charlatans are almost never 
arrested for loss of  life.

The most bizarre one often 
involves gunshot victims. In 
some places in Nigeria, you are 
dammed if  they get treatment at 
your facility and dammed if  you 
refuse them that service because 
of  the overbearing attitude of  the 
police. In one such terrible 
experience that causes yours 
truly nightmares to this day, a 
gunshot victim who had suffered 
a fracture to his thigh bone was 
taken to a tertiary hospital in 
Lagos where I was being trained 
as a specialist surgeon. While we 
scrambled around to clean up his 
wound in the dead of  night, 
splint the affected limb and 
p r e v e n t  a n y  a b n o r m a l  
movements that could aggravate 
his condition, and institute an 
intravenous line to get him on a 
drip as quickly as possible, the 
police arrived and claimed the 
patient was an armed robbery 
suspect who had killed several 
policemen. They threatened to 
shoot any member of  staff  who 
did not stop the treatment we 
were giving.

All of  them were reeking 
alcohol. Realising that this was 
no ordinary encounter, every 
member of  staff  made for the 
doors and windows. There were 
four different shots into the 
young man's body delivered in 
the presence of  other patients 
with varying degrees of  injury. 
He was basically executed. Such 
lawlessness is a metaphor today 
for our present condition. And 
no one would ever be brought to 
justice for these violations of  the 
healthcare space.

By Dr. Slyvester Ikhisemojie

Law enforcement and healthcare 
in Nigeria

Nigeria health care delivery
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n today's world, many rich Imen, especially politicians 
like going with the tag: 

philanthropists. But most often 
what they call philanthropy has 
been found to be action riddled 
with hidden agenda and most 
times selfish intentions.

It has become the norm 
recently in Nigerian setting for 
people to come up with one 
philanthropic foundation or 
another within periods leading 
to elections. This has been found 
to be for the purposes of  currying 
f avo u r,  a d m i r a t i o n  a n d  
acceptability by the electorates.

While most that tried such and 
s u c c e e d e d  e n d e d  u p  
disappointing the electorates 
and masses. This they do by their 
awful performance. It has also 
been found out that their awful 
performance is always as a result 
of  greed. They concentrate all 
effort on looting the common 
wealth, forgetting anything 
about working for the masses 
who voted them into power. 
They also forget that they were 
voted in as a result of  their 
presumed magnanimity which 
was judged by the philanthropic 
gestures they displayed prior to 
being elected into power.

Some school of  thought hold 
that former governor of  Imo 
State, Owelle Rochas Okorocha 
is a good and clear example of  
the above. Meanwhile, those 
who fail to achieve their aim 
have been observed to usually 
abandon or put the foundation 
on hold until the eve of  next 
round of  elections.

However, there are few real 
a n d  w e l l  m e a n i n g  
philanthropists who are into the 
act of  philanthropy, purely for 
the purpose of  rendering help to 
the needy, without any string 
attached. They may not be doing 
some bogus things,  with 
publicity stunts that go with it, 
but are really doing the needful 
to affect positively the lives of  as 
many people as possible that 
come in contact with them.

Ebubemba Ikeduru, Clan 
Chief  Chimezie Kingsley is one 
of  the very few. He is the second 
son of  Mr and Mrs . Felix 
A n w u n a c h i  A n o s i k e  o f  
Umuezieogwu, Uzoagba, in 
Ikeduru Local Government 
Area of  Imo State. He cannot be 
said to be born with a silver 
spoon. He rather achieved great 
success by dint of  hard work. 
And having achieved success, he 
made it a point of  duty not to 
allow any person who comes in 
contact with him to suffer the 
way he did. In recent interview, 
he was quoted to have said, "It 

pains me to see people around 
me suffering. This is an attribute 
I took from my father who may 
decide to go hungry to make sure 
people around him eat".

Today, Kingsley is one of  the 
major benefactors of  Ikeduru 
Anglican Diocese. He donates 
generously whenever the diocese 
has any need to raise funds. In 
2020, he functioned as Chief  
Launcher for the synod of  the 
diocese. He equally made the 
highest financial donation to aid 
the bishop in his numerous 
works in the diocese. Down to 
his home parish St. Andrew's 
Anglican Church, he is one of  
the pillars who God is using to 
lift and hold the church. He 
regularly donates foodstuffs to 
widows and less privileged 
women in the church.

Ebubemba Ikeduru has done a 
lot to lift his community, 
U m u e z i o g w u ,  h i s  c l a n ,  
Uzoagba and local government, 
Ikeduru. He recently instituted 
an annual football tournament 
for Umueziogwu youths, which 
maiden edition was played in 
2020. The official prize money 
donated for the tournament was 
N4 million, while the Ebubemba 
spent over N7m in general 
expenses for the tournament. 
Ebubemba has made it a point of  
duty to intermittently donate 
food items to families in 
Umueziogwu through the 
women of  the community. The 
food items usually include rice, 
noodles, vegetable oil, tomatoes, 
and salt, among others.

The youths of  the community 
are not left out. A revolving 
empowerment scheme by Clan 
Chief  Chimezie has given 
succour to many of  them. One 
of  the foundations financed by 
h i m ,  t h e  K i n g  C h a r i t y  
Foundation recently bought new 
Kasea motorcycles and donated 
free of  charge to the youths. 
However, to make the gesture get 
to other youths who may need 
the incentive, the foundation 
urged beneficiaries to pay half  of  
the money used to purchase the 
motorcycles, to enable the 
managers buy the same type of  
motorcycles for others. This plan 
has already started yielding 
fruits as a second batch of  the 
motorcycles empowerment has 
also been delivered to new 
beneficiaries, with the money 
paid in by those who received the 
first batch.

Also in the making is a farm 
project being established by the 
foundation for youths of  the 
community who are willing to 
venture  into  commercia l  
agriculture. A very large expanse 
of  land has been purchased, 
surveyed, cleared and building 
commenced for the farm project 
which promises to be a model 
mega farm in Imo State.

Ebubemba's generosity does 
not start and end with his 
community Umueziogwu, clan 
Uzoagba or LGA, Ikeduru. It 
follows him wherever he goes. In 
Australia where he is based with 
his beautiful wife, Maureen 
Kingsley and children, his house 

serves as a clearing house for, not 
only Nigerians who enter the 
country newly, but Africans in 
general. He has helped a whole 
lot of  them to settle down and 
find their footing in the 
European country, while he 
readily comes to the aid of  any 
of  them who encounters any 
challenge in the course of  living 
in the foreign land.

Residents of  Diamond Estate 
U mu g u m a  h ave  l o t s  o f  
testimony about the Ebubemba 
Ikeduru. They count it a blessing 
for him having a building in the 
estate. Several years they stayed 
in darkness, not being able to 
connect to the national grid. It 
took the intervention of  Chief  
Chimezie to lift the burden off  
their shoulders. He bought and 
installed a transformer for the 
estate. He also regularly carries 
out maintenance work on the 
internal roads leading to the 
estate.

The consultant psychologist is 
one man who believes in making 
investment to employ people 
and help them eke out a living for 
themselves while contributing 
meaningfully to the economic 
growth of  the society. His 
companies, under Deking 
Group are scattered in Nigeria, 
Ghana, Australia and other 
parts of  the world.

In 2020, at the heat of  the 
Coronavirus pandemic, at a time 
when many businesses all over 
the world were shutting down 
and most employers sacking 
their employees because of  the 

excruciating negative economic 
effects of  the pandemic, the clan 
chief  ventured into newspaper 
publishing business, a business 
not known to generate instant 
revenue, and has a gestation 
period of  three to four years.

He has made it clear in several 
fora that he established the 
business, not for revenue 
generation, political interest or 
any other selfish purpose, but 
purely to give journalism 
professionals who wishes to 
practice in the most professional 
way, an opportunity to do so.

Kingsley berated a situation 
where  jour nal i s t s  fo l low 
politicians around, sing their 
praises just for a peanut. A 
situation he said has further 
encouraged the bad leaders to 
continue their selfish, corrupt 
and exploitative leadership. He 
sees it as a total calamity, a 
situation where some so called 
newspaper publishers go cap in 
hand, begging politicians' 
money to enable them publish 
their paper.

Since the inception of  News 
Echo Newspaper and its sister, 
News Insider Magazine, the 
publisher has not looked back in 
funding the establishments, 
making the Newspaper to 
consolidate its position as a 
regional tabloid and mouthpiece 
of  the Igbo. He went a step 
further to establish Deking 
Printing Hub, one of  the best 
printing presses currently in Imo 
State. Staff  welfare has remained 
a top priority for Ebubemba 
Ikeduru. Not only are salaries 
paid regularly and promptly (on 
or before end of  every month), 
he goes out of  his ways to give 
out some unofficial incentives to 
motivate workers to put in their 
best.

In two days time, precisely, 
Friday June, 11 Ebubemba will 
be gathering true Igbo patriots 
together on the occasion of  the 
fo r mal  unve i l ing  o f  the  
newspaper. Some the Igbo 
patriots will be given different 
categories of  awards for their 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
emancipation of  the Igbo race, in 
the i r  d i f f e ren t  f i e lds  o f  
endeavours.

He has also made it clear that 
he is not expecting or accepting 
any donations during the event. 
He has rather sunk in huge 
a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  i n t o  
organization of  the event that 
promises to be epoch making.

With the few reasons stated 
above, Ebubemba Ikeduru 
qualifies to earn our Man in the 
news spot for today's edition of  
News Echo Newspaper.

By Uzoma Ogoke 

Clan Chief  Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru): Philanthropist 
making desirable impact

Ebubemba Ikeduru
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n several occasions in the 

Opast I had maintained 
that the Special Adviser 

on Media and Publicity to 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
Chief  Femi Adesina, was at 
various times my editor, executive 
director,  deputy managing 
director and ultimately, the 
managing director and editor in 
chief  at the Sun newspapers. He 
was outstanding in al l  the 
positions. He was the pioneer 
editor of  the Daily Sun and the 
newspaper was an instant hit. 
Adesina understands the practical 
importance of  encouraging his 
editorial team and all around him. 

As the editor of  the Daily Sun, 
Adesina worked harmoniously 
with all the workers at his 
disposal. Even when he would not 
attend favourably to your request 
or problem, he would still make 
you feel appreciated and well 
balanced. A newsroom expert, he 
knew all the reporters and non 
editorial workers by name. As a 
matter of  fact, he acted like a 
father and we worked like his 
children. 

There were instances I was 
almost got fired but Adesina, after 
thoroughly investigating the cases 
discovered I was not guilty as 
charged and set me free. On one 
particular incident when he was 
the managing editor, he called me 
into his office, and said: “Ori 
Martins, I know you are a hard 
working and dedicated journalist. 
But I have also confirmed that you 
are stubborn and troublesome. 
Let me warn you for the last time, 
if  any case comes here again 
against you, I will approve of  your 
sack whether or not you are 
innocent. Go and cooperate with 
your senior editors not minding if  
they  a re  r igh t  o r  wrong” .  
Bringing his administrative 
ingenuity to practice, Adesina 
transferred me to a new beat and 
that was the master stroke that 
solved the problem. 

Again, when I made up my 
mind to move to South East after I 
had put up a resignation letter, 
Adesina summoned me to his 
office and cautioned against my 

newspapers on Fridays. I now 
view my former boss as an 
Abuja based politician who 
defends the policies and actions 
of  the Federal Government even 
when they are anti people. For 
i n s t a n c e ,  N d i g b o  h a v e 
complained loud that the 
i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t 
administration to grant it a 
representation in the security 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  a  c l e a r 
confirmation of  the fact that 
Buhari does not really factor in 
the Igbo interests into the 
national affair. This is an issue 
that even non Igbo personalities 
like Pa Edwin Clark, Chief  Ayo 
Adebanjo and Alhaji Yakassai 
have condemned and urged the 
president  to address.  But 
Adesina answered back that 
“the president chose his security 
chiefs based on merit and those 
he can trust”. That is, Ndigbo in 
the various security units are not 
qualified to be named security 
chiefs and they cannot be 
trusted? 

I  m e t  A d e s i n a  a t  t h e 
presidential, Aso Rock, Abuja, 
last week. And I asked him: “sir, 

genuine love for the Igbo people. 
Are you aware we are doing more 
67 Federal Government projects in 
the South East? We compiled the 
lists of  Federal Government 
appointees and discovered that 
there are more Igbo names than 
other tribes even as Imo State has 
the highest number followed by 
Ogun State. Again, in the first 
tenure, South East states had full-
fledged ministers while some 
states in the north served as junior 
ministers. The constitution says 
every state must be represented in 
the appointment of  ministers and 
the president did just that. So, 
Buhari does not hate Ndigbo, he 
loves them”. 

You can glean from the above 
that Adesina parried the 15 senior 
managers at NNPC who were 
promoted to executive positions 
without Igbo representation. He 
did not talk about the Igbo army 
officer who worked in acting 
capacity but was sacked and 
Farouk Yahaya appointed as the 
chief  of  army staff. He did not 
include that for the first time in 
democratic Nigeria, an Igbo is not 
the president, vice president, 
president of  the senate, deputy 
president of  the senate, speaker, 
deputy speaker or even chairman 
of  the ruling party! 

Finally, I called Adesina's 
attention to what is happening to 
Imo State currently and it on 
leadership . However, he pointedly 
countered me and submitted thus: 
“No, no, no. After Governor Hope 
Uzodimma was declared winner, 
the PDP protested. After that, the 
party appealed for review at the 
supreme court. My point here is 
that Uzodimma has not been 
allowed to work by the opposition 
a n d  s o m e  a g g r i e ve d  A P C 
members. Shortly after the apex 
court confirmed Uzodimma's 
victory, we entered covid -19 
challenge. While covid -19 is going 
down, this issue of  gunmen reared 
their ugly heads and even the 
governor's house was attacked.  
You know what that means. Let 
m e  a l s o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t 
Governor…came here and told us 
that they know who the gunmen 
are. Let us even ask this question: 
who are those that the police have 
been arresting in connection to the 
shooting and killings – the IPOB 
members (but IPOB has denied 
this allegation on several times)”. 

you are now a politician. You are 
no longer on the side of  the 
masses. You have abandoned us 
and followed the people you once 
fought against”. Adesina moved 
his seat. Cleared his throat and 
directed his gaze straight at me 
and said:  I am not a politician. I 
am professional working among 
politician. I do not have any 
political ambition. If  I complete 
my assignment here, I go back to 
my profession because I am on 
leave of  absence. At the expiration 
of  this job, I will not contest for 
any elective position because, I say 
it again, I am not a politician. I do 
not agree with you that I have left 
the masses. The fact is that I am 
still with the people; the difference 
is perception, interpretation and 
approach. I am the same person 
you used to know when we were 
together in the Sun newspapers”. 

Of  course, I fired the next round 
of  question: “Sir, by our records, 
Buhari hates Ndigbo and why 
have  you  no t  adv i sed  h im 
otherwise? Adesina: Our records 
do not say so and available facts do 
not support it. Rather, Buhari has 

move. He warned me sternly and 
firmly advised that I would regret 
my moving to South East if  really 
what I told him was the true 
reason of  my resigning from the 
Sun family. Of  course, I had 
already made up my mind to 
leave and so I never listened to 
him. However, I must confess 
that events of  2015 played out 
e x a c t ly  t h e  way  A d e s i n a 
predicted them. The import is 
that Adesina got it right while I 
was wrong. But I have no regrets 
whatsoever. 

Now, Buhari dramatically and 
sensationally defeated serving 
President Goodluck Jonathan 
and so APC sacked PDP as the 
r u l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t . 
Meritoriously, Buhari appointed 
Adesina as his chief  media aide 
and it was among the first in the 
series. Since 2015, I have never 
agreed with Adesina again. As 
far as I am concerned, Adesina is 
now a politician. He is no longer 
the advocate of  the masses who 
once wrote “We shall soon return 
to Aburi” in one of  his columns 
which he regularly maintained 
on the back page of  the Daily Sun 
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