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here is no argument that Tthis may not be the best of 
t i m e  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  

Muhammadu Buhari drawing from 
the enormity of challenges hanging 
on his shoulders as the number one 
citizen of  the world's most 
populous black nation. From every 
aspect of our country's national life 
Buhari appears embattled.

Like any human being in his 
shoes, the president can cave in 
under severe pressure to make 
some wrong statements or take 
some wrong steps which may come 
across as embarrassing both to his 
office or his person. This is one of 
the ways some minds have viewed 
the recent statements credited to 
the president concerning some 
threatening messages to agitating 
groups alleged to be angling for 
secession.

The comment has attracted wide 
spread condemnation locally and 
internationally leading to one of 
the prominent global social media 
group, Twitter, pulling down the 
message as sanction because it 
considered it as promoting hatred, 
ill will and violence. It was also 
reported that PMB's statement 
violated the community standard 
of Twitter, thus the action.

As if that was not enough, 
another social media, Face book, it 
was also reported deleted same 
message from its portal. This 
further reinforces the action of 
Twitter who appear to have 
attracted more sympathy from the 
p u b l i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community. The United States, 
Governor Makinde as well as other 
p r o m i n e n t  N i ge r i a n s  h ave  
promptly condemned the action of 
the FGN.    

Buhari's speech in the first place 
has attracted some controversies 
over who is the actual author. 
While many argue that the 
president did not pen down the 
message because the language has 
no resemblance of his according to 
them, others held that the 

comment was created by one of his 
aides. Irrespective of source, fact is 
that some feathers have been 
ruffled in the process.

The Federal Government in 
reaction has equally banned the 
operation of Twitter in Nigeria. 
The government further went 
ahead to threaten punishment for 
those who may violate its order. 
The government hinged its 
decision on the fact that Twitter's 
action is anti-government citing 
that it has not banned the tweets of 
secession agitators liike Nnamdi 
Kanu. 

The decision to ban it has been 
identified is a violation of the 
p e o p l e ' s  r i g h t  t o  a c c e s s  
information and the implication of 
this is far reaching especially when 
Nigeria has been fingered to have 
signed  an agreement with other 
countries to promote the use of 
social media. A digital group has 
described the ban as a brazen 
affront on citizen's fundamental 
human rights. 

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  “ t h e  
promotion, protection, and 
enjoyment of human rights on the 
in ter net ' '  was  adopted  by  

thconsensus at the 38  session of the 
HRC in Geneva. 

News Echo regrets the hasty 
manner the authorities handled 
this matter which has brought an 
embarrassment to the people and 
government of Nigeria. It further 
reinforces the charge of high 
handedness and use of coercion 
preferred against the president. We 
condemn any act designed to 
tamper with the rights of the 
citizen's no matter how emotional 
the government may feel about the 
issue.

We request that the federal 
government should review the 
matter without delay and restore 
the status quo. Going forward the 
government should properly 
review each matter on its merit 
before launching into any reprisal 
action.       
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primaries, Rochas Okorocha 
may have had his way. And the 
rest would have become history.

The late Gulak was said to 
have visited the state as part of  
the Senate Constitutional 
A m e n d m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  
delegation. He was not in Imo 
State to collect his "share" from 
Governor Uzodimma as political 
opponents, purveyors of  fake 
news and haters of  Governor 
Uzodimma would want the 
world to believe. He didn't need 
to visit Imo to collect any "share" 
if  there was anything like that.  
The governor is usually frequent 
in Abuja, so Gulak could have 
collected his "share" from him at 
Abuja, if  there was anything like 
that.

Further, the governor couldn't 
h av e  m a s t e r m i n d e d  h i s  
gruesome murder to stop him 
from collecting his "share" or 
exposing how he rigged the 
primaries in his favour. I do not 
know much about Governor 
Uzodimma, but throughout his 
eight years as a Senator, nobody 
could link him with any political 
assassination of  any sort. Of  
what purpose or political 
mileage   would the governor 
gain from assassinating a man 
who contributed his quota in his 
becoming the governor of  Imo 
State? Senator Uzodimma is 
already the governor of  Imo 
State, so what obstacle did late 
Gulak pose to him?

Even if  there was financial or 
pecuniary agreement between 
them prior to the APC primary 
election, what could late Gulak 
have done to the Governor who 
is already on the seat even if  the 
g o v e r n o r  b r e a c h e d  t h e  
ag reement ?  S ince  Gu lak  
reportedly rejected two million 
dollars from the former governor 
to pervert justice as concerned 
the APC primary election, could 
Senator Uzodimma have offered 
a higher bribe to him being a 
"mere" Senator who depended 
s o l e l y  o n  c o n s t i t u e n c y  
allowance?

I do not believe that the 
Governor had a hand in his 
killing as wildly insinuated or 
virally speculated in the social 
media. A good politician doesn't 
waste his utility men because he 
could need their services 
tomorrow.

Gulak lived and died so that 
Imo State might be saved. It is an 
irony that his precious blood was 
spilled on the soil of  Imo State. 
May God comfort his family 
who will forever remember Imo 
State unfortunately as where 
their husband, father or relative 
was slain. May his soul rest in 
peace.

Maduako, writes from Owerri 
(08061562735)                       

From the above excerpts, 
Gulak had a human conscience. 
Even Chief  Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
who comfortably controls the 
politics of  Lagos State, had never 
had such an inordinate ambition 
or greed to impose his close 
relatives on Lagos State. In the 
history of  Nigeria, the only 
political kingmaker who made 
his biological son governor was, 
late Dr. Olusola Saraki. He made 
his son, Bukola Saraki, the 
governor of  Kwara State. 
However, that was after he had 
made so many other people   
governors and his action was 
s o m e w h a t  j u s t i f i e d  a n d  
understandable.

But, in Imo State, we had a 
situation where an outgoing 
governor wanted to impose his 
son-in-law in such a way that his 
daughter would take over the 
office of  the first lady from her 
biological mother. For him, Imo 
State was his fiefdom. He wanted 
to impose a monarchical system 
of  government on Imolites 
instead of  democracy.

Of  course, God used the likes 
of  Senator Hope Uzodimma, 
Adams Oshiomhole and late 
Gulak to stop such a move. If  
S e n a t o r  U z o d i m m a  h a d  
remained in People's Democratic 
Party (PDP), if  Oshiomhole was 
not the national chairman of  
APC at the time, and if  Ahmed 
Gulak was not the chairman of  
I m o  A P C  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  

transparent and free primary.  I 
refused to accept an agenda that 
was put to me. Immediately we 
landed at the airport where the 
problem started. They wanted to 
kidnap every member and only 
God knows where they wanted 
to take us to of  which I refused. I 
will not be cajoled into doing 
what is not right. "Every 
stakeholder must be involved."

 The results I submitted were 
not fake and cannot be fake. The 
announcement could not be 
made in Owerri, because the 
governor was looking for me. 
The party did not toe the line of  
the governor or to satisfy his 
wishes. Some of  my members 
disappeared and were taken to 
Government House. I did not 
want to say these things but the 
time will come when the truth 
will be told.

"I did not appoint myself, I was 
appointed by the NWC to 
supervise the governorship 
primary election in Imo and I 
conducted and collated the 
results. It is left for the party to do 
what they want with the results I 
submitted. I refused the private 
jet and even the tempting offer 
made to me, very tempting, we 
are talking about two million 
dollars here which I refused. 
Although I tried to persuade 
them that I was going to do what 
is needful, free and fair primary. I 
have a name to protect." He 
declared.

morning, 30th May, this year by 
sons- of- the- gun on the soil of  
Imo State was utterly sordid and 
reprehensible. Alhaji Gulak 
contested election in his native 
Adamawa State House of  
Assembly, and subsequently 
became the Speaker. He was not 
assassinated. He had contested 
for governorship of  his state. He 
was not assassinated. He became 
the Special Adviser to President 
Goodluck Jonathan. He was not 
assassinated.

By art of  providence and 
stroke of  fate, he was made the 
chairman of  All Progressives 
Congress (APC) gubernatorial 
primaries for Imo State in 2018. 
It could have been any other 
APC Chieftain.

He had the perspicacity to 
know that it was wrong for a 
father-in-law to hand over the 
mantle of  governorship to his 
son-in-law in Imo State with over 
five million people. He knew that 
it was wrong morally and 
spiritually for a man to rule a 
state for eight years, and 
desperately sought to impose his 
son-in-law on his people against 
their wish.

After the APC governorship 
primaries in the State, here are 
some of  the comments of  the late 
Gulak.

"I did not go to Imo State with 
an agenda. My only agenda was 
for the party to be given back to 
the people by conducting a 

f  all the scientific and 

Otechnological inventions 
of  mankind, breathing 

air or life into any inanimate 
object is what man is yet to 
achieve, and will never achieve 
till the end of  this world.  
Mankind is yet to create even the 
tiniest ant with blood flowing in 
it.

It, therefore, reminds mankind 
of  his limitations and the 
omnipotence and omniscience of  
the creator. Woe unto that 
man/woman who sheds blood 
that he cannot create. The 
sacredness and sanctity of  life 
makes it imperative that the worst 
sin or crime any human being can 
commit on earth is shedding of  
blood created by God.

The joy or satisfaction those 
who shed blood derive from 
doing so  i s  f lee t ing  and 
ephemeral while the pain they 
inflict on the relatives of  the 
victims is permanent or eternal. 
The euphoria of  the assassin is 
effervescent   because another 
human being may still constitute 
an obstacle to him/her for which 
purpose he/she eliminated the 
former obstacle which he 
supposedly constituted.

The panacea for ameliorating 
l i fe 's  problems is  not by 
eliminating a fellow human who 
you assume to be the obstacle 
because millions of  other human 
beings may still constitute worse 
obstacles to you for which you 
had erroneously thought was 
solved by eliminating one human 
being.

It is only a compound fool that 
t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  
recompense for every action of  
mankind here on earth. If  you 
didn't bring yourself  to the world, 
you should equally know that you 
will return somewhere someday. 
It is foolish talk for any man to 
think that man returns to the dust 
just like that once after death 
without any repercussions for his 
deeds here on earth.

A wise man should harbor the 
thought   that the present 
mankind on earth may have 
existed in another spiritual realm 
before birthing to the planet 
earth. Every living thing that has 
blood in it continues the 
supernatural journey after 
transition from earth, even 
animals.  

The mystery of  the world and 
human existence is so deep that 
man should live with all  
soberness on earth. No man is 
immune from sin but shedding of  
blood through assassination or 
armed robbery should be avoided 
at all costs by any human being 
because the owner of  the blood 
truly exists.

Against this background, the 
gruesome assassination of  Alhaji 
Ahmed Gulak on Sunday 
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Gulak lived to save Imo
By Ifeanyi Maduako
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n this dispensation, Imo IState in particular, and 
Southeast zone in general, 

has not fared well. From one 
problem to another, Imo State 
remains a state in search of  
solutions - meaningful and 
peaceful solutions - to her 
seemingly endless problems, 
most of  which are man-made 
and politically motivated.

Whatever the cause and 
justification, some of  the 
problems can actually be 
prevented or managed in such a 
way that their effects would be 
minimal but this is not the case. 
We lost good opportunities to 
make maximum use of  our 
challenges and things got out of  
hand.

Recently, the criminal 
activities of  heartless enemies 
of  the state had risen to a 
crescendo with l i fe and 
property being randomly 
destroyed at ease. And the 
boldness with which the crimes 
were carried out with little or no 
resistance left much to desire. 
Some of  the dastardly acts had 
a semblance of  terrorism - 
sponsored terrorism - so one 
can't help but to ask: Who are 
the people behind the acts? 
What is their purpose? Why 
choose Imo State?

Imo State, a predominantly 
Igbo speaking state, located in 
the South East region of  
Nigeria is bordered by Abia 
State on the east, Delta State to 
the west, Anambra State on the 
north, and Rivers State to the 
south. Though an oil producing 
state, Imo State economy 
d e p e n d s  p r i m a r i l y  o n  
agriculture and commerce.

A very peaceful state 
popularly called the Eastern 
Heartland, Imo State is the 
home of  Hospitality Industry 
with a good number of  tourism 
sites. With different institutions 
of  higher learning in almost all 
the local government areas, 
cottage industries in many 
communities and different 
markets across board, Imo 
State is an epicenter of  
competitive togetherness where 
people compete for education 
and developmental strides. 

T h e  l e ve l  o f  we a l t h  
distribution reflects in different 
beautiful mansions that dot the 
entire land space. Indeed every 
clan and every community has 
its own share of  rich and 
wealthy people, and every 
senatorial zone has enough 
poli t ic ians and poli t ical  
gladiators. Imo State is a land 
of  talents and greatness.

Wi t h  t h e  nu m b e r  o f  

graduates the state has and the 
level of  investments going on in 
every nook and cranny, Imo 
State has great potential 
compared to  none.  For  
instance, Imo State can become 
the Education Hub in Nigeria. 
Given the right environment, 
her  uncommon cul tura l  
heritage and entrepreneurial 
people-driven economy, a lot 
has happened. Ndi Imo are 
resilient and can spring up 
surprises.

What the people need to do 
e x p l o i t  i s  a  p e a c e f u l  
environment with adequate 
provision of  security. It is 
therefore worrisome that Imo 
State is now a crisis-ridden state 
turning into a war zone. The 
crises if  not resolved and in 
time will create loss of  

economy, fear and suspicion, 
destruction of  more lives and 
p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  s c a r c e  
government revenue and other 
productive resources would be 
wasted.

While a visit to the state 
showed first hand pictures of  a 
people  in  bondage;  the  
subsequent feedback became 
too dangerous for silence. The 
crises going on in the state do 
not speak well of  us. Businesses 
are dying at a geometric rate, 
making situations worse; life 
and proper ty  are  be ing  
destroyed on a daily basis while 
the blame game lasts. Most 
people in the state no longer 
sleep with two eyes closed. 
Everyone, including the right 
and mighty, lives in fear. As 
there is  no freedom of  

movement and association, 
there is no comfortable living 
but hunger.

To avoid this, we must close 
ranks and stop the carnage. No 
sane person will like to live or 
ope ra te  in  an  uns tab le  
environment. Most businesses 
and markets hate uncertainty; 
and most investors don't like 
crises. Terrorism of  every type 
and magnitude does no one any 
good instead it hurts everyone 
a n d  c r i p p l e s  e c o n o m i c  
activities. While the economic 
impact will be negatively huge, 
the human cost will remain 
irreparably devastating.

The lives of  our people 
would be made short and 
miserable. Those not hit by 
bullets or cut down with 
machetes  might  become 

a p p
rehe

n s i v e  
a n d  

hypertensiv
e . More people 
would become sick, and the 
sick would have no access to 
good and affordable healthcare. 
L i f e  w o u l d  b e c o m e  
meaningless that more people 
would die from preventable 
causes, and there might be no 
one and no time to bury the 
dead. We don't want this and 
must do everything to prevent 
it.

Those directly and indirectly 
fuelling the crises should have a 
change of  mind before it is too 
late.  They will not be spared at 
the end. The ripple effect is that 
many people will be affected in 
one way or the other. Even 
those outside the state might 
still be affected negatively.

Therefore, let us be vigilant 
and alert to stop every act with a 
negative impact. Let us be 
security conscious and monitor 
everyone in our neighborhood. 
Let us report every strange 
movement to the appropriate 
authority. Let us be mindful of  
the fact that we don't have any 
other place to call our home so 
as to go out to protect and 
preserve Imo State with 
everything within our reach. 
Let us do the best we can to 
maintain peace and order, at all 
cost, for there is no alternative 
to peace.

Criminals are human beings 
not ghosts and they live among 
the people. Those perpetrating 
the crises in Imo State can only 
operate successfully from the 
state. Therefore, to identify 
them and stop their destructive 
activities, all hands must be on 
deck. The youth, community 
leaders and governments 
should work closely together 
now.

This is no time for political 
correctness. This is no time for 
dirty party politics. This is no 
time for victimization and 
witch-hunt. The governor 
should be properly advised and 
encouraged to adopt workable 
multi prong approaches to 
resolve these problems.

F i n a l ly,  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
personnel in the state should 
focus on maintaining peace and 
order and not take the laws into 
their hands as was revealed in 
some videos that had gone 
viral. The atmosphere is 
a l ready  tensed  and the  
environment is hostile so the 
people might resist every form 
of  abuse. 

“

“

Is this the Imo state of our dreams? 

While a visit to the state showed first hand pictures of  a people 
in bondage; the subsequent feedback became too dangerous for 

silence. The crises going on in the state do not speak well of  us. 
Businesses are dying at a geometric rate, making situations 
worse; life and property are being destroyed on a daily basis 

while the blame game lasts. Most people in the state no longer 
sleep with two eyes closed. Everyone, including the right and 
mighty, lives in fear. As there is no freedom of  movement and 

association, there is no comfortable living but hunger.”



w h i c h  c a u s e d  d a m a g e  t o  
farmlands, crops and economic 
t r e e s .  T h e  wo r s t  a f f e c t e d  
communities were Obitti, Awarra 
and Ochia. And today the 
communities have never recovered 
from the effects of  the inferno".

Indeed, much effort has been 
made by the Member representing 
Ohaji/Egbema, Oguta and Oru 
West Federal Constituency, Hon 
Kingsley Uju Chima, who raised a 
motion in the floor of  the house 
asking the federal government to 
address the issue of  oil and gas 
exploration flaring in Imo State.

Uju observed that "since the 
inception of  oil exploration, 
exploitation, processing and 
transportation by the multinational 
oil companies, there has been oil 
spillage. Oil spills in my federal 
constituency had caused depletion 
of  environmental assets, values and 
worth and had brought hardship 
a n d  p o v e r t y  a m o n g  h o s t  
communities. The advent of  oil and 
gas and the attendant revenue from 
it had not been deployed for the 
benefits of  the communities where 
these resources are gotten. 

"Infrastructural developments at 
the oil producing communities are 
nothing to write home about. 
Roads in Ohaji/Egbema, Oguta 
and Oru West are deplorable and 
worst in Imo State. This should be 
addressed sooner than later.

“Unemployment of  youths is on 
the increase with no concrete effort 
on the part of  the federal or state 
government to put an end to the 
m e n a c e .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
occupation of  the people had been 
bastardized; fishing is no longer 
possible and environmental 
degradation is in its worst form".

Uju was bitter that "the oil 
companies operating in my federal 
constituency have not helped the 
situation. They cajoled their host 
communities into signing a bogus 
memorandum of  understanding, 
promising them paradise on earth 
only to renege on their promise and 
instead of  giving in return 
something that will benefit their 
host communities, the officials of  
these oil companies prefer to give 
huge sums of  money to the 
traditional chiefs and some selected 
youth leaders. The result of  their 
double standard is the monster 
called militant youths who have 
made the region one of  the most 
volatile among OPEC countries".

The people however urged 
government to swing into action to 
reduce oil exploration spillage, 
destruction of  farms and crops, 
economic trees and aquatic lives to 
save them from excruciating pains 
and hunger.

the people of  government's 
assistance to their plight. 

Opiah assured that he would 
inform Uzodimma of  the incident 
and the predicament the people are 
going through due to the fire 
incident. “I have set up a committee 
and will wait for it to come up with 
what really caused the fire outbreak 
even on a river. It was unfortunate 
as the community must have been 
thrown into untold hardship. The 
hea l th  haza rds  canno t  be  
quantified too. The essence of  
destruction is devastating. The river 
cuts across three communities and 
into the Urashi River. I have told 
Shell Petroleum Development 
Company before now to use their 
fire fighting equipments to put off  
the fire and they made tremendous 
efforts".

In his words, the Interim 
C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Ohaji/Egbema, Hon Marcel 
Amadioha, said it was not 
confirmed whether the inferno was 
caused by oil bunkering or by 
busted oil pipeline. He thanked 
God that no life was lost.

Appealing to oil companies 
operating in Imo State to live up to 
expectations to reduce hardship 
and youth restiveness in the oil 
producing areas, a youth leader in 
Awarra  community,  Ohaj i ,  
Comrade Jude Emeka, lamented 
that "government was lackadaisical 
to assist host and impacted 
communities when facilities of  
Wal tersmi th  Pet roman Oi l  
Company got spilled and flared 

was nothing to write home about in 
the  ag ra r ian  and  o i l  r i ch  
community. Hence he "pleaded for 
help.  Government and Shell 
should do everything humanly 
possible to reduce oil spillage in 
Ogbokofia and other neighboring 
communities who produce gas and 
oil. The host and impacted 
communities are in grave danger 
because of  gas and oil flaring. Our 
farms, crops and fishes are all 
endangered. Oil spillage is a global 
issue, but ours is out of  hand 
because those concerned are not 
serious to safeguard our lives and 
environments".

Another eye witness who is a 
farmer and indigene of  Ogbokofia 
c o m m u n i t y,  a n o n y m o u s l y  
disclosed that the "fire sparked 
from busted oil pipelines owned by 
Nigeria Petroleum Development 
Company operated by Shell 
Petroleum Development Company 
(SPDC) have caused a lot of  harm 
to farmlands, crops, economic trees 
and fishes at the area. The fire 
started last Friday around 12:05pm 
and no one was hurt. But some 
indigenes had fled from their 
homes for safety. We are active 
farmers and fishermen. I call on 
government and Shell to come and 
assist us financially to reduce 
suffering and hunger. The issue is 
out of  hand".

Commenting, the former Special 
Adviser to Governor Hope 
Uzodimma on Oil and Gas 
Matters, Rt. Hon. Goodluck Nana 
Opiah, narrated that the inferno 
was a negative blow. He promised 

community, Eze Chukwuma, said 
"apart from flooding which is also a 
nightmare to us, oil spillage has 
been a major problem destroying 
our farms, crops and fishes and 
rendering us homeless and poor. 
True, we are farmers and fishermen 
who make living out of  our trade. 
We are agrarians. I farm very hard, 
but unfortunately fire from busted 
oil pipeline destroyed my farms 
including others. I was lost and so 
were many. Because of  this 
damage, many of  us concentrated 
on fishing and palm wine making 
which do not satisfy our hunger for 
good food. We have been very 
lucky and unlucky having oil 
resources in our lands. It is a curse 
and a blessing to us. We need 
gover nment assis tance.  Oil  
exploration companies should 
meet agreements reached with host 
o i l  c o m m u n i t i e s  s o  t h a t  
infrastructures will be installed for 
even development and comfort".

T h e  r e c e n t  o i l  s p i l l a g e  
experienced in Imo State happened 
at Ogbokofia community, Egbema, 
as a busted oil pipeline reportedly 
owned by Shell was said to have 
spilled and destroyed farmlands 
and fishes with some movable 
properties belonging to indigenes 
gett ing bur nt.  The people,  
particularly the victims, have 
begged government and oil 
companies to come to their help 
and forestall future danger.

A farmer and a native of  
Ogbokofia community of  Egbema, 
Iro Peter, posited that the oil 
spillage caused by oil exploration 

o m m u n i t i e s  o f  

COhaji/Egbema, Oguta and 
Oru East local government 

areas of  Imo State, have cried out to 
government and oil exploration 
companies to come to their help by 
curtailing or reducing oil spillage 
which they lamented damages their 
farmlands, crops, economic trees 
and aquatic animals which leave 
them in abject poverty.

The people said they are 
predominantly productive farmers 
whose means of  livelihood largely 
depend on farming and fishing, 
stressing that their mineral 
resources have not been beneficial 
to them. They complain of  youth 
restiveness, unemployment, lack of  
electricity, no good roads, no 
healthcare services, no quality and 
viable education, no good market 
structures and environments 
among other deficiencies.

News Echo while engaging some 
concerned indigenes of  the oil and 
gas bearing communities last week 
observed that oil spillage had 
caused a lot of  damage to 
farmlands. They revealed that the 
oil spillage is an age long adversity 
which they have been suffering 
from. And in order to live well, 
happily and comfortably, they 
appeal to well meaning groups 
including the church to persuade 
government and oil drilling 
companies to come to their rescue. 
"Oil spillage is a global issue which 
has been occurring since the 
discovery of  crude oil which was 
part of  the industrial revolution"

Speaking, a native of  Mmahu 

Obiano

By Ikenna Orioha
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communities cry out
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olaris  Bank has Pu n v e i l e d  1 3 6  
graduate trainees of  

its coveted Polaris Graduate 
Intensive Training (PGIT) 
p r o g r a m m e  i n t o  i t s  

x p e r t s  i n  t h e Eaviation sector have 
d e c r i e d  t h e 

spending of  huge funds by 
state governments for the 
construction of  airports. 

Severa l  s ta tes  have 
constructed airports in 
recent years, with Bayelsa 
State being the latest as its 
n e w  a i r p o r t  w a s 
inaugurated in April this 
year. 

F o r m e r  G o v e r n o r 
Seriake Dickson put the 
cost of  building the airport 
at N70bn, but the current 
Deputy Governor of  the 
s t a t e ,  L a w r e n c e 
Ewhrudjakpo, said the 
airport cost a total of  
N56bn. 

A n a m b r a  S t a t e 
inaugurated its airport in 
M a r c h ,  w i t h  t h e 
gover nment  say ing  i t 
allocated N8bn for the 
construction of  the airport 
in the year 2020 budget, 
while N50m was allocated 
for it in 2021. 

The states currently 
constructing airports in the 
countr y are  Zamfara, 

Yobe, Ekiti, Osun and 
Ebonyi. 

T h e  E b o n y i  S t a t e 
government said it had 
budgeted N14bn for its 
airport project in its 2021 
budget. 

An aviation security 
expert and Chief  Executive 
Officer, Centurion Security 
and  Sa fe ty  Consu l t s, 
G r o u p  C a p t a i n  Jo h n 
Ojikutu (retd.) ,  in an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent, said, “I 
have repeatedly said that 
most of  the states building 
airpor ts  now have no 
economic justification for 
such projects, based on 
available statistics in their 
s ta te s,  e spec ia l ly  the 
statistics for passengers and 
cargoes. 

“The air passengers and 
cargo traffic between Yobe, 
Bauchi, and Gombe are 
not together up to 500,000 
and 10,000 respectively. 
T h e s e  d o  n o t  m a k e 
economic sense, if  you 
consider the support that is 
needed in the health and 
educational sectors for the 

generality of  the people of  
these states where the 
workers are hardly paid 
monthly salaries. 

“Same with Ebonyi and 
Anambra that are within 
minutes away from Enugu 
and Asaba, even their 
boundary towns are close 
to Owerri.” 

According to Ojikutu, 
the total  air  cargo in 
Nigeria has not exceeded 
200,000 tonnes annually as 
against 100 million tonnes 
in maritime, and the total 
air passengers annually has 
not exceeded 16 million in 
the last five years. 

“How much of  that are 
t h e y  t a r g e t i n g ? ”  h e 
queried, saying the states 
building airports under the 
guise of  building their 
economy should seek 
alternatives for economic 
growth. 

The Assistant Secretary 
for the Aviation Round 
Table, a think-tank in the 
a v i a t i o n  s e c t o r ,  M r 
Olumide Ohunayo, said 
“State governments will 
always do projects. They 
can label it anything just to 
get money out of  the 

system to run the projects. 
“ E k i t i  h a s  A k u r e 

airport, which is about 30 
minutes from it. Ebonyi 
has Enugu airport, which is 
less than one hour if  the 
road is free. Anambra built 
an airport when there is 
Owerri and Asaba airports 
close to it.” 

According to him, states 
should look at their purses, 
plans and visions and how 
they intend to run the 
airports.

He said, “For the core 
northern states, Yobe is 
understandable because of  
the distance to Maiduguri, 
considering the high level 
of  insecurity. 

“But for the South, we 
need to begin to look at 
h o w  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e 
economy of  their states. 
Politics should not debar 
states from talking even if  
they belong to different 
political parties.” 

According to Ohunayo, 
states should build airports 
only when they will not 
have to service debts after 
the completion of  the 
projects. 

to embrace Polaris Bank's 
corporate goal of  building 
the safest, most robust and 
digitally-enabled Bank 
whose products, services 
and platforms, enrich user 
e x p e r i e n c e .  
The CEO told the new 
graduate trainees that: “you 
are having a date with 

e m p l o y m e n t .    
Speaking at the graduation 
ceremony which held in 
Lagos at the weekend, the 
Managing Director/CEO 
of  the Bank, Mr. Innocent 

history today you are our 
first virtual trainees and also 
the first set of  employees to 
j o i n  u s  d u r i n g / a f t e r  
C O V I D - 1 9 . ”    
M r.  I k e  a dv i s e d  t h e  
graduands to imbibe team 
spirit which has become the 
hallmark and traits in 
Polaris Bank. He informed 
the new staff  that the Bank 
operates an open door 
policy to all its employees, 
cus tomers  and  o the r  
s t a k e h o l d e r s .  
Earlier, the Bank's Group 
Head of  HR & Strategy, Mr. 
Taiwo Olupeka, disclosed 
t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
adverts/notification put out 
to the public, received over 
31,000 applicants. He said 
out of  the 2,000 invited for 
the entry test, 136 made it to 
the intensive training stage 
in two separate batches. He 
assured management of  the 
B a n k  t h a t  t h e  1 3 6  
graduands have what it 
takes to lift the Bank to the 
n e x t  l e v e l .  
The highlight of  the event 
was the presentation of  
certificates of  participation 
to all the graduands and 
s p e c i a l  p r i z e s  f o r  
outstanding graduands. 
 Augusta Ndeche who 
emerged the best student in 
batch A of  the PGIT said, 
“despite all the distractions, 
we made a commitment to 
follow through because we 
wanted to be Enablers, 
Tastemakers, Pathfinders 
and Disruptors. As we 
begin our career as bankers, 
I urge us all to be an epitome 
of  integrity and to always 
strive for excellence.”

C. Ike said the successful 
completion of  the program, 
marks the beginning of  the 
career journey of  the 136 
successful candidates. He 
admonished the graduands 

On the other hand, 
Olalekan Adeyinka who 
was the best student in 
batch B of  the PGIT said, 
“Though the training was 
q u i t e  i n t e n s i v e,  t h e  
facilitators made it exciting 
and less arduous. We were 
guided through the rich 
Polaris Bank culture and 
values, adding that the 
positive atmosphere also 
encouraged fast learning 
that boosted our skill set for 
t h e  t a s k  a h e a d . ”  
A l s o ,  O s a m u d i a m e n  
Ekhator, who was the first 
runner up said: “The virtual 
teaching experience made 
the lectures more intense. 
However, we easily adapted 
to the new environment due 
to the facilitators positive 
outlook and skill with 
passing knowledge.” While 
Abraham Enabulele, the 
second runner up remarked 
that: “The ambience and 
teaching process  was 
industry standard. This 
gave us the opportunity to 
be exposed to Polaris Bank 
c u l t u r e ,  v a l u e s  a n d  
expectations.” 

T h e  t o p  6  b e s t  
graduating students of  the 
two batches of  the PGIT 
were: Olalekan Adeyinka; 
A u g u s t a  N d e c h e ;  
E n a b u l e l e  A b r a h a m ;  
A b r a h a m  F a u s t i n e  
Osamudiamen Ekhator and 
Ibrahim Temitope

Polaris Bank is a future-
d e t e r m i n i n g  B a n k  
committed to the delivery 
o f  i n d u s t r y - d e f i n i n g  
products, and services, 
across all the sectors of  the 
Nigerian economy.  
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unmen have razed 

GAshaka Pol ice  
S t a t i o n  i n  

Ndokwa East LGA, Delta 
State.

T h e  a r m e d  m e n ,  
nu m b e r i n g  ove r  2 0 ,  
stormed the station at the 
wee hours of  Sunday, shot 
sporadically and set the 
station on fire.

Ashaka Police Station 
is the third station attacked 
in the state in the last one 
month.

A patrol van was also 
set ablaze during the raid.

I t  wa s  l e a r n t  n o  
casualty was recorded in 
Sunday's attack though 
previous attacks claimed 
seven officers.

Acting Public Relations 
Officer of  Delta Police 
Command, DSP Bright 
Edafe, confirmed no life 
was lost.

E d a f e  s a i d  t h e  
hoodlums also burnt down 
a patrol van within the 
station.

He vowed that such 
attacks would “not deter 
the police from providing 
the needed security in any 
community in Delta State.

“The hoodlums who 
perpetrated this dastardly 
act will certainly not go 
free, as serious efforts are 
on to arrest them and bring 
them to book.”

I n  a  r e l a t e d  
development, Edafe said 

m o  S t a t e  P o l i c e Icommand has narrated 
h o w  i t s  o p e r a t i ve s 

repelled a second attack on 
its headquarters.

A press release endorsed by 
t h e  s p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e 
command, SP Bala Elkana 
s a i d  t h e  a t t e m p t  w a s 
vehemently repelled by the 
gallant forces of  the Army, 
Police Special Forces and 
other supporting security 
agencies. 

"On 6th June, 2021, at 
about 0615 hours when 
Imolites were preparing to go 
t o  C h u r c h ,  h o o d l u m s 
planned to turn the beautiful 
Sunday into a black Sunday 
with an attempt to attack 
Owerri the State Capital. 

"The attackers who came in 
a white hummer bus, wanted 
to access the Command 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  t h r o u g h 
Works Layout, around Alvan 
Nursery and Primary School 
Owerri, but had a bloody 
fight with the security forces. 

They were first Intercepted 
by the Military at the outer 
perimeter cordon provided 
for the Police.

"Five  hoodlums were 
Killed In Action (KIA), 
i n c l u d i n g  Jo s e p h  U k a 
N n a c h i  a l i a s  K i n g  o f  
Dragons. 

O n e  s u s p e c t  S t a n l e y 
Osinachi 'm' 30 years old of  
Achi Mbieri,  Mbaitoli Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State  was ar rested and 
p r e s e n t l y  a i d i n g 
investigations. He confirmed 
that Dragon is the leader of  
the gang in Imo State, 
reporting to their supreme 
l eader,  Nnamdi  Kanu, 
adding that they belong to 
the proscribed IPOB and 
ESN".

A  r e l e a s e  b y  t h e 
commissioner disclosed that 
four AK 47 Rifles, with 2000 
rounds of  live ammunition 
a n d  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  
explosives were recovered 
from the scene, adding that 
the rifles' breech numbers 

were crossed checked and 
found to be the same police 
rifles that were stolen by the 
hoodlums from the police 
station at Omuma on 31st 
May, 2021 which claimed the 
lives of  four policemen. 

He listed other exhibits 
r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e 
hoodlums to include; Assualt 
(AR) Rif le  Breach N0: 
03018058, 

Assualt (AR) Rifle Breach 
N0: 070007055, Assualt 
(AR) RIFLE Breach N0: 
5801297,

Six  local ly  fabr icated 
Explosive Devices,

Police Beret Cap, 7 AK47 
Magazines fully loaded, 1 
military cap, 1 military 
cardigan (Polo)

Others according to the 
release were;

1 Silver Coloured Mini Bus 
with Reg N0: WAM-8673 B 
ABD, I Hummer Bus with 
Reg N0: KED-382 X ladden 
with Explosive Devices.

Meanwhile restiveness has 
continued to heighten in 
Imo. It looked like hell was 
l e t  l o o s e  ye s t e r d ay  a s 
gunshots rented the air, 

causing serious panic and 
stampede in different parts of  
t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  p e o p l e 
scampered for safety. The 
s i t u a t i o n  m a d e  m a n y 
Christians to miss Sunday 
worship.

Places where gunshots 
were heard in the capital city 
include Port Harcourt Road, 
W a r e h o u s e , 
Amakohia/Spibat area, Orji, 
among others.

Some residents of  the 
above areas, who narrated 
their experience, said they 
heard different sounds of  
gunshots 
they never 
h e a r d 
before as 
g u n m e n 
f r e e l y 
p a r a d e d 
t h e s e 
s t r e e t s , 
shoot ing 
i n t o  t h e 
air.

Meanw
h i l e  t h e 
c o u n t r y 
home of  
Imo state 

operatives of  the command 
have raided a den of  

criminals,  ki l l ing six 
suspects in a gun duel.

The suspects including 
Efe Oyenikoro, Felix 
George, Emmanuel Job 
and Joan Yapiteghe, were 
in a Sienna bus marked 
LSR 813 XL along Patani-
Bayelsa road when they 
we r e  i n t e r c e p t e d  b y  
operatives on stop and 

search mission.
He said other suspects 

fled with injuries into the 
bush, adding one AK 47 
rifle, one pump action 
gun, one AK 47 magazine 
with 25 live ammunition 
were recovered.

Edafe added that four 
s u s p e c t s  we r e  a l s o  
arrested with one locally 
made Barretta pistol in 
their possession.

c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
information was reportedly 
set ablaze same day by yet 
to be identified persons.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  m o s t 
painful about the whole 
scenario is the fact that 
security agents, especially 
men of  the Nigerian Army 
w e r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e 
capitalized on the incident 
to continue their inhuman 
treatment on Imolites, 
brutalizing any person they 
saw wearing black attires 
and tagging them members 
of  IPOB.
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How we repelled another
attack on Imo Police
headquarters -Police
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he World Christian Tcommunity was early 
Sunday thrown into 

mourning mood, with news 
of  the death of  world 
renowned Televangelist, 
Prophet TB Joshua, the 
f o u n d e r  a n d  G e n e r a l  
Overseer of  the Synagogue 
Church of  All Nations 
(SCOAN) who has passed on, 
aged 57.

Joshua was reported to 
have passed on after his usual 
Saturday evening evangelism, 
while another report had it 
that he finished a meeting 
with partners of  the Church's 
p o p u l a r  T V  c h a n n e l  
(Emmanuel TV) and went to 
sleep but could not wake up.

Meanwhi l e,  no tab l e  
Nigerians, associates and 
church members across 
Africa and the world have 
since taken to social media 
platforms to mourn the 
demise of  the Ondo born 
preacher. Ondo State Govnor, 
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, said 
he received the news of  TB 
Joshua's death with heavy 
heart. He described the 
deceased as a renowned man 
of  God who has been a 
blessing to humanity, and a 
great ambassador of  the 
sunshine state.

" N o  d o u b t ,  P a s t o r  
Joshua's death comes as a 
rude shock to me and no 
doubt millions of  people 
across the globe. The pains 
are not just emotional but 
piercing", he submitted. 

The governor described 
the Ondo-born Televangelist 
as a generous philanthropist 
whose absence will be felt by 
the multitude who benefit 
from his milk of  kindness. 
Femi Fani- Kayode, former 
Nigeria aviation minister took 
to his social media handle to 
say that the news of  TB 
Joshua's death broke his 
heart.

"The passing of  my 
brother, TB Joshua saddens 
me deeply.  Around 3.00am 
this morning, one of  his 
daughters told me it was fake 
news which made me to 
refute the news of  the death 
on social media as false 
news". But sadly they misled 
me, five minutes ago the same 
person  ca l l ed  me and  
confirmed the same news of  
his death and I was taken 
aback".

Also reacting, an Abuja-
b a s e d  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t ,  
Comrade Deji Adeyanju 

revealed that the late founder 
of  the Synagogue Church of  
All Nations, spent most of  his 
life providing food and 
money to many who needed 
his help. Adeyanjo made his 
remark in a tweet via his 
Twi t te r  account  whi le  
mourning the sudden demise 
of  the cleric.

The human rights activist 
noted that Joshua was an 
extraordinarily humble man, 
adding that asides being a 
prophet, he was a helper who 
touched lives in ways that are 
unexplainable.

“Prophet TB Joshua was 
an extraordinarily humble 
man. Every time I met him, 
there were hundreds of  
people with him seeking help. 
He was not just a pastor but a 
helper of  the poor. He did 
more than preach".

Dr Olufunmilayo in her 
social media handle shared: 
“TB Joshua was someone 
who actually touched the lives 
of  many poor people. Unlike 
many others, he was one 
pastor who actually reached 
out to poor people and always 
tried to help them.”

On Facebook, Ross Adel 

said: “Daddy left us in this 
cold world alone. I can't think 
straight. SimNom Barry said: 
“Daddy may your soul rest in 
peace with the Lord.” 

An social media post by 
one Irunnia, “This man fed 
widows & orphans, trained 
people he never met in 
schools and gave people jobs. 
He was hardly involved in 
stupid politics like most other 
pastors & prophets.”

A  c h u r c h  m e m b e r  
expressed disbelief  at the 
news of  Mr Joshua's passage. 
“I don't believe it, if  it the will 
of  God for him, he will come 
back. My father will come 
back by the grace of  God. He 
has worked and worked,” the 
woman said. Meanwhile 
some worshippers were 
reportedly seen at the church 
premises Sunday morning 
crying and praying for his 
resurrection.

 His Ministry 
Joshua was known as a 

fiery preacher and had 
followers worldwide. He used 
his TV channel to attract a 
large number of  Christians 
from across the world. The 
TV channel, which is run by 

Joshua's church, is said to be 
one of  the largest Christian 
broadcast stations, available 
on DStv channel 390 and 
digitally on social networks.

He was one of  Nigeria's 
m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d  
wealthiest pastors whose 
followers include prominent 
politicians and business 
leaders from across Africa 
and around the world. In 
September 2014, his church 
became an horror scene when 
the church 's  s ix-s torey 
accommodation building 
collapsed, killing 116 people 
of  whom 87 were South 
Africans.

In July 2015, a coroner's 
inquest found the collapse 
was as a result of  negligence 
and the church should be held 
criminally liable for the 
dea ths.  Joshua  denied  
allegations of  negligence and 
the trial of  the incident is still 
under way. Early in his life, 
Joshua attempted to join the 
Nigerian military but it was 
thwarted due to a train 
breakdown that left him 
stranded en route to the 
military academy. 

Joshua was known for his 

popularity across Africa and 
Latin America and his social 
m e d i a  p r e s e n c e  w i t h  
3,500,000 fans on Facebook. 
His  YouTube channel ,  
Emmanuel TV, had over 
1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  Y o u T u b e  
subscribers and was the 
w o r l d ' s  m o s t  v i e w e d  
Christian ministry on the 
platform before it  was 
suspended. He was described 
as the "Oprah of  Evangelism" 
and "YouTube's most popular 
Pastor".

He garnered various 
accolades, notably receiving 
the Officer of  the Order of  the 
Federal Republic (OFR) by 
the Nigerian government in 
2008 and being voted the 
Yoruba man of  the decade by 
Pan-Yoruba media outlet, 
Irohin-Odua.  He was called 
one of  Africa's 50 most 
influential people by Pan-
African magazines "The 
Africa Report and New 
African Magazine.

As of  2011, according to 
Forbes, Joshua was Nigeria's 
third-richest pastor, although 
the claim was immediately 
denied in a statement by the 
church. He was known to be 
controversial, and was even 
' b l a c k l i s t e d '  b y  t h e  
government of  Cameroon in 
2010.

 Miracles, Signs and 
Wonders 

The Synagogue Church of  
All Nations claims regular 
occur rences  o f  d iv ine  
miracles performed by the 
General Overseer. Several 
hundred Nigerians and 
international visitors come to 
the SCOAN each week to 
register for the prayer lines 
where the visitors are prayed 
over by Joshua. SCOAN has 
published numerous videos 
claiming to document the 
h e a l i n g  o f  i n c u r a b l e  
disabilities and illnesses such 
as HIV/AIDS, blindness and 
open wounds.

Spiritual healing at The 
SCOAN has been the subject 
of  several media reports, 
including a mention in Time 
Magazine, an Associated 
Press interview and an article 
by Foreign Policy detailing 
the tendency of  Nigerians to 
seek 'spiritual' help due to 
insufficient medical facilities.

A huge debate was stirred 
within Nigeria when the 
father of  abducted school girl 
Ese Oruru stated his intention 
to take his daughter to T.B. 
Joshua for 'prayers' following 

By Uzoma Ogoke

Continues on Pg. 11
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her release. Similarly, a leaked 
report stating the intention of  
Nigeria's embattled former 
petroleum minister, Diezani 
Alison-Madueke to visit 
Joshua for 'spiritual support' 
in her battle against breast 
cancer elicited controversy.

 Anointing water 
Many have also claimed to 

be healed through 'anointing 
water' that has been prayed 
over by Joshua and given to 
those who are unable to 
physically attend his church 
in Lagos. Others claim they 
were protected from deadly 
incidents because they had 
the water with them.

J o s h u a  a l s o  m a d e  
headlines when he claimed 
his anointing water could 
cure the deadly disease Ebola. 
He subsequently sent 4,000 
bottles of  the water alongside 
a cash gift of  $50,000 to the 
Ebola-stricken nation of  
Sierra Leone. This came after 
Lagos State Health officials 
visited Joshua, requesting he 
publicly discourage Ebola 
victims from visiting his 
church for prayers. A Sierra 
Leonean politician later 
claimed the water helped stop 
the spread of  the disease and 
cured several Ebola victims

In 2013, four people died 
in a stampede in Joshua's 
Ghanaian branch when an 
unadvertised service where 
his spiritual healing water was 
being distributed drew huge 
crowds far beyond the 
church's capacity, bringing 
Ghana's capital city Accra 
almost to a standstill.

J o s h u a  a l s o  m a d e  
headlines when he claimed 
his anointing water could 
cure the deadly disease Ebola. 
He subsequently sent 4,000 
bottles of  the water alongside 
a cash gift of  $50,000 to the 
Ebola-stricken nation of  
Sierra Leone. This came after 
Lagos State Health officials 
visited Joshua, requesting he 
publicly discourage Ebola 
victims from visiting his 
church for prayers. A Sierra 
Leonean politician later 
claimed the water helped stop 
the spread of  the disease and 
cured several Ebola victims.
His prophecies/predictions 

SCOAN claims that  
Joshua has successfully 
predicted events in the lives of  
individuals who attend his 
church services as well as 
worldwide events, including a 
purpor ted prophecy of  
Michael Jackson's death and 
the outcome of  two African 
Cup of  Nations (AFCON) 

final matches, which were 
won by Zambia and Nigeria 
respectively. He has been 
voted by the public among the 
most famous prophets.

His prophecy about the 
impending death of  an 
African president was widely 
reported in African press. 
Joshua's followers believe the 
prophecy concerned the 
former president of  Malawi, 
Bingu wa Mutharika who 
died in 2012, aged 78.

W h e n  H a m z a  A l -
Mustapha, the Chief  Security 
Officer of  former Nigerian 
President Sani Abacha, was 
released after eleven years of  
imprisonment, his first port of  
call was to Joshua's church in 
acknowledgement  of  a  
'prophecy' the cleric allegedly 
gave him when Abacha was 
still in power.

Several terrorist attacks 
perpetrated by ISIS, Al-
Qaeda affiliates and Al-
Shabaab militants have 
allegedly been predicted by 

Jo s h u a ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
November 2015 Paris attacks, 
the Garissa Univers i ty  
College attack in Kenya, the 
Ouagadougou hotel siege in 
Burkina Faso and the 2016 
Brussels Bombings. It is also 
claimed that he predicted the 
Boston bombing attacks in 
America.

Joshua's alleged prophecy 
in Apri l  2016 that an 
impending terror attack 
would befall Ghana made 
national headlines in the West 
African nation and led the 
national police to issue a 
statement calling for the 
general public to be calm and 
vigilant. 600 foreigners 
reportedly cancelled their 
visits to Ghana in the wake of  
the statement. Days later, a 
captured Malian terrorist 
confessed that his group had 
planned to target Ghana.

 Controversies surround 
s o m e  o f  h i s  
prophecies/predictions 

False rumors spread using 

Joshua's name are known to 
have caused widespread panic 
in communities, affected 
spor t ing events,  music  
concerts and led people to 
stop using social networks.

Critics argue that Joshua's 
predictions are too vague. 
Some of  such controversial 
prophecies included Alleged 
MH370 prophecy which the 
Synagogue Church released a 
video claiming that TB 
J o s h u a  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  
Malaysia Airlines MH370 
event. The prophecy received 
a lot of  attention on social 
media and its accompanying 
YouTube video amassed over 
1 million views.

J o s h u a  i n c o r r e c t l y  

predicted that Hillary Clinton 

would win the 2016 US 

election. After this prophecy 

failed to materialize, with 

Donald Trump winning the 

election, Joshua stated that he 

was referring to Clinton's win 

in the popular vote and any 

misinterpretation was due to 

a  l a c k  o f  " s p i r i t u a l  

understanding".
2017 Zimbabwe coup

A  v i d e o  o f  Jo s h u a  

predicting "the military" of  an 

undisclosed Southern African 

nation embarrassing, killing 

or capturing "a President or 

Vice-President ... or the First 

Lady of  that  nat ion‚”  

surfaced on social media after 

the statement, which was 

made and recorded in August 

2014, was interpreted as a 

prophecy  o f  the  2017  

Zimbabwean coup d'état 

against Robert Mugabe.
Coronavirus

Joshua claimed that the 

COVID-19 would disappear 

globally on March 27th, 2020. 

That prophecy did not 

materialize.

TB Joshua who died aged 

57 (1963–2021) is survived by 

wife Evelyn Joshua and three 

children.

...Death of TB Joshua Continued from Pg. 10
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their citizens to be wary of  
visiting Nigeria. This Twitter 
ban is like digging deeper in a 
situation when we need to invest 
in climbing out of  a hole.

It speaks volumes that apart 
from China, the other countries 
in this social media-banning 
league are virtually regarded as 
outlaws in the international 
community. Is this where 
Nigeria wants to be classified? 
When Twitter chose to locate its 
African headquarters in Ghana, 
Nigerians queried the rationale 
of  this considering our large 
market. In retrospect, it is 
obvious they made a wise 
decision considering that their 
offices would have been besieged 
by security forces by now 
following the ill-advised ban, 
who would be there to enforce 
the shutdown. Investors operate 
a close relationship and with this 
situation, who will bring his 
money into a country where 
whims and caprices can be 
translated into law; where 
tyranny and ego trips determine 
national policies?

It is now evident that the bulk 
of  the Buhari regime is made up 
of  men and women who cannot 
manage their egos, whims, and 
caprices. They unleash crudity 
into the policy space, threaten to 
enforce it under the pain of  
punishment even if  they have no 
legal powers to do so. Is this the 
change promised by the ruling 
All Progressives Congress? 
Where is the Vice President, a 
Senior Advocate of  Nigeria, 
Professor of  law and formerly, a 
notable advocate for human 
r i g h t s  a n d  f u n d a m e n t a l  
freedoms?

heart. This raises the question as 
to whether the regime is at war 
with its young population. Why 
is the Buhari regime banning the 
platform that engages the young 
and makes them happy at a time 
of  great insecurity, economic 
depression and increasing 
u n e m p l oy m e n t ?   I s  t h e  
government able to quantify the 
pain or pleasure that is resulting 
from its Twitter ban?  

So many questions for an 
u n t h i n k i n g  g ove r n m e n t .   
Twitter provides an enabling 
environment for employment 
c r e a t i o n  a n d  l i ve l i h o o d  
opportunities for millions of  
young Nigerians. Even though it 
will be difficult to put a figure on 
Twitter's contribution to the 
economy, it will be in hundreds 
of  billions every year. The ban 
will negatively impact on the 
b o t t o m  l i n e  o f  
telecommunications companies 
whose data powers the social 
media platform and this will 
impact on government revenue 
through reduced corporate 
income tax, Value Added Tax, 
etc.  Also, the profits of  
enterprises who have found 
Twitter a veritable advertising 
market reach option will take a 
hit.

At a time like this, Nigeria 
should be in search of  investors, 
foreign and local as well as the 
goodwill of  the international 
community to navigate out of  its 
s e c u r i t y  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
challenges. We need inflows of  
foreign investments that will 
build up our economy. The 
insecurity challenge has reached 
phenomenal and unprecedented 
levels leading to many countries 
issuing travel advisories warning 

regard to the Ministry of  Justice, 
but every reasonable person is 
confounded as to the basis of  
this order because there is no 
extant law which criminalizes 
the use of  social media services 
i n  N i g e r i a .  A g a i n ,  t h e  
fundamental rights chapter of  
the Constitution comes to the 
rescue. Section 38 (8) states that 
no person shall be held to be 
guilty of  a criminal offence on 
account of  any act or omission 
that did not, at the time it took 
place, constitute such an offence. 
The Constitution further states 
that a person shall not be 
convicted of  a criminal offence 
unless that offence is defined and 
the  pena l ty  there fore  i s  
prescribed in a written law, and 
in this subsection, a written law 
refers to an Act of  the National 
Assembly or a Law of  a State, 
any subsidiary legislation or 
instrument under the provisions 
of  a law. When an Attorney-
General, who is by law under 
obligation to defend the public 
interest, considers his duty as 
denigrating the rights of  citizens, 
then the system is in big trouble. 
This is the same Attorney-
General who was said to have 
written a memorandum to 
Buhari recommending the 
suspension of  the Fundamental 
R i g h t s  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  
Constitution, an allegation he 
denied. But the turn of  events is 
simply moving in that direction.

On the other side, Twitter 
provides opportunities for 
marketing and reach out for 
many small and medium-sized 
businesses especially those 
managed by young Nigerians. 
The medium is quite popular 
with the young and young at 

to an inordinate opportunity to 
realise a long-held illegitimate 
objective.

Section 39 of  the Constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria 1999 entitles every 
person to freedom of  expression, 
including freedom to hold 
opinions and to receive and 
impart ideas and information 
without interference. The 
exercise of  this right necessarily 
includes the means of  receiving 
and imparting ideas and this 
where Twitter as a medium 
becomes important. Twitter as a 
company does not charge a fee 
for a user to be able to send and 
receive messages.

 It is only the cost of  data for 
Internet connectivity which is 
required to use Twitter and 
many other social media 
services. In human rights 
jurisprudence, there are three 
l aye r s  o f  g ove r n m e n t a l  
obligations; to respect, to protect 
and to fulfill. The obligation to 
respect is a negative obligation 
w h i c h  d e m a n d s  t h a t  
government refrains from 
interfering with already accrued 
rights and the means of  realising 
rights. The ban on Twitter is a 
violation of  the obligation to 
respect. It can be imagined what 
a government that interferes to 
restrict rights that it is not 
required  to  provide  any 
resources for their enjoyment 
would do if  it had to spend a 
naira to protect the rights.

The second aspect of  the ban 
is the threat by the Minister of  
Justice and Attorney General to 
prosecute any person who finds 
a way to use Twitter within 
Nigeria. The Attorney-General 
has left instructions in this 

he ban, last weekend, on Tthe operations of  the 
micro blogging and 

social media platform, Twitter, 
by the Federal Government 
raises very fundamental issues 
for Nigeria's democracy, rule of  
law, economy, and social life. 
Twitter has over the years 
become a veritable part of  
Nigeria's social life, especially 
among the youths. It has 
facilitated the right to freedom of  
e x p r e s s i o n  b y  e n a b l i n g  
Nigerians to express themselves 
freely as well as promoted 
livelihoods through job creation 
and enabling environment for 
businesses to prosper. This 
discourse seeks to analyse the 
implications of  the enforcement 
of  the Twitter ban on the rights 
and welfare of  Nigerians.

F i r s t ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
circumstance leading to the 
Twitter ban was the deletion of  a 
post by the President, Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd), which Twitter adjudged 
offensive to its rules. Buhari and 
his team found the action 
unacceptable and decided that 
they had had enough of  what 
t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
discriminatory treatment and 
Twitter's affront to national 
security.

 The remote cause is the fact 
that the Buhari regime had for 
some time now been seeking to 
r e g u l a t e ,  o r  p u t  m o r e  
appropriately, to gag, the social 
media. A previous attempt 
through introducing a bill in the 
National Assembly was met with 
stiff  citizen resistance leading to 
the bill being withdrawn. Thus, 
this ban is about the ego of  the 
President as well as latching on 
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with  h im i s  Onyebuch i  
Chibueze who also was at the 
wake keeping. He narrated to us 
how immediately they got there, 
the Bakassi leader asked my son 
to enter cell immediately. The 
truth is that the Bakassi started 
maltreating my son who came 
when he was invited without 
running simply, reason being 
that Izuchukwu had already 
given them the N7,000 they 
requested for."

Matthew said that Precious 
resisted entering the cell, but the 
Bakassi Commander at Asa-
Amato, Mr. David Nzeribe 
asked his boys to force him. My 
boy pleaded with them to call 
his parents, they refused. 

"Because I wasn't around 
when all these were happening 
because I was already on my 
way home. I learnt they called 
my wife and said her number 
wasn't going through.''

Meanwhi le,  Onyebuchi  
Chibueze who accompanied 
late Precious to the Bakassi 
office corroborated Matthew's 

which they obliged him and 
others, but insisted that his son 
must wait in their office. 

"This thing happened by past 
1pm and my son remained there 
until past 6pm when they asked 
him to go home and return the 
next day. He returned the next 
day, the Izuchukwu did not show 
up and when it was 5pm they 
asked him to go home again. On 
the third day which was 
Saturday, he didn't go because 
that was the day he usually go for 
church programme because he 
was a drummer and always goes 
out to play drum. 

"So, after awhile, they called 
my  w i f e  w h o m  my  s o n  
submitted her number as well as 
that of  my in-law who has a 
church at Uratta (Pastor Esther 
Amaechi) in case if  he's needed. 
My wife informed them he 
wasn't around. So, when he 
returned the next day, my wife 
told him what happened so, he 
quickly rushed to see them to 
know why they were calling. 

"He actually asked another of  
his friend to escort him to that 
place. And the boy who went 

Witch Doctor. The place 
according to him doesn't look 
like such a witch doctor's house, 
but it was when the man came 
with a red cloth to cover him that 
he discovered where he was 
being tactically led to. 

"He pushed the witch doctor 
and ran away as his workers tried 
to grab him, he escaped, took the 
motorcycle he came with and 
ran until he met the men of  Abia 
State Vigilante Group and 
narrated what happened to 
them."

Matthew said that while his 
son  was  nar ra t ing  what  
happened to the Bakassi boys, 
Izuchukwu and the other boys 
from the witch doctor's shrine 
ran into them and his son quickly 
pointed them out to the Bakassi 
boys who took all of  them to 
their office. He stated that the 
Bakassi boys asked Izuchukwu 
to give them N7,000 so they can 
make moves to find who stole 
the phone.

M a t t h e w  a d d e d  t h a t  
Izuchukwu said he does not have 
money and pleaded with the 
Bakassi boys to let him go home 

he died on the 14th of  April 
2021.

"I was at the village when my 
wife called me that Precious 
reported a case to Bakassi boys at 
U m u m g b e ,  A s a - A m a t o  
Community, Osisioma LGA 
that another boy accused him of  
stealing his phone. When he was 
asked how come about such 
accusation and how it took 
place, he said that they went for a 
friend's father's wake keeping 
ceremony. 

"According to him, they were 
four that went for the wake 
keeping excluding the boy, 
Izuchukwu aka AkaBaby who 
hails from Mbaise Imo State. 
The boy who said his phone was 
missing came on his own. He 
said it was in the morning that 
Izuchukwu complained that he 
lost his phone and searched all of  
them without finding anything 
on them. So, they all left. 

"Later Izuchukwu found his 
way to my house and asked my 
son to escort him to a place to see 
a friend. Unknown to him, this 
Izuchukwu was taking him to a 

 father is crying. He is 

Aweeping and lamenting 
f o r  t h e  g r u e s o m e  

manner in which his first son was 
allegedly killed by the personnel 
of  the Abia State Vigilante 
Group aka  Bakass i .  Mr.  
Chimezie Matthew, an Mbano, 
Imo State born businessman 
based in Aba is seriously in pains 
over the barbaric manner Bakassi 
Boys killed his first son, Precious 
Matthew.

Matthew calls on Abia State 
Governor, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu, 
human rights societies in Aba 
and the Nigeria Union of  
Journalists (NUJ) to help him get 
justice for the murder of  his son. 
According to Matthew, Precious 
would have turned 19 years old 
on June 2nd 2021. He said his 
late son was preparing to write 
his JAMB with hope to gain 
entrance into the university 
before his life was cut short.

Narrating the circumstances 
surrounding his son's death, the 
grieving father said the Bakassi 
boys arrested his son on the 13th 
of  April 2021, tortured him and 
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Umuahia.
He said the effort by police to 

reach the Commander of  
Bakassi Vigilante, Mr. Martins 
Idika several times had failed 
and text messages sent to him 
wer e  no t  r e spo nd ed  to.  
Meanwhile, the human rights 
community in Aba has asked a 
human rights lawyer, Chief  
Emperor Ogbonna to take up 
the matter of  Matthew and his 
family and ensure that justice is 
done and suspects apprehended 
and tried. 

Ogbonna told News Echo that 
it is regrettable that the Vigilante 
Commander has not appeared 
to make any comment to the 
police after his men allegedly 
killed Precious.

“The police said they've sent 
letters to them, but the vigilante 
Commander has not replied to 
shown presence. Last week, I 
wrote a letter to Vigilante Group 
Commander giving him five 
days to produce the alleged 
killers to enable the law takes its 
course 

“However, they've refused to 
do anything as if  the person that 
died isn't a human being like all 
of  us. After I've written to them, 
he has refused to show up but 
that will never truncate justice. 
The law must be respected. The 
boy they allegedly killed was a 
Nigerian citizen and must not go 
that way.”

The police is with the tally that 
will enable me bury my son."

News Echo reports that Asa-
Amato Community has three 
traditional rulers as it is divided 
i n t o  t h r e e  a u t o n o m o u s  
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  
Ugwunamabakala Ancient 
kingdom, Asa Umudioka and 
Asa-Amaano

Efforts to get to all the 
t radi t ional  r ulers  proved 
abortive except that of  HRH Eze 
Gabriel Ubani of  Asa-Amaano 
said he only heard of  Precious 
Mathew's murder by some 
members of  the Bakassi boys on 
May 25.

He said he then obtained the 
p h o n e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  
Commander of  the vigilante 
group, called him to verify the 
information but his line was not 
going through. However, HRH 
E z e  I f e a n y i  N w o r u  o f  
Ugwunamabakala, another 
traditional ruler in the area after 
several explanations made to 
him insisted that he does not 
know anything about the matter.

When contacted, the General 
Commander of  Abia State 
Vigilante Group, Mr Martins 
Idika denied that no person was 
killed by his men at Umungbede, 
Asa-Amaato in Osisioma LGA 
of  Abia State. However, SP 
Geoffrey Ogbonna, Police PRO, 
Abia Command said the Police 
received the complaint and is 
currently investigating the 
murder through the State CID, 

members of  Abia State Vigilante 
Group in the community.

“All I want for my son and my 
entire family is justice. My son 
was killed by: Mr. David Nzeribe 
(the Commander) who hails 
from Mbaise, Imo State, Mr. 
Isaac Njoku aka Isiguzoro (2nd 
in command) from their host 
community Asa-Amato, Mr. 
Obinna and one Mr. Daniel aka 
fear woman. These four men 
killed my son for just no reason. I 
want them to face the law of  the 
land so that the law will 
determine what should happen 
to them."

Matthew said that the worst of  
all he is passing through after the 
gruesome murder of  his son is 
that same people who killed his 
son are threatening to deal with 
him if  he fails to stop pushing for 
justice.

"They even went as far as 
gathering some chiefs from the 
community to come to my house 
to plead with me to forget about 
the death of  my son, that they'll 
help me bury my son. They were 
over eleven in number with one 
doctor from Mbaise telling me 
that what has happened has 
happened. In fact, what they 
came to do in my house was a 
threat. 

"They told me that this place is 
Ngwa and that since I'm not an 
indigene of  that community, I 
should just accept the death of  
my son and move on. They told 
me that it's a better option for me. 

village to alert the Prime 
Minister of  what happened. We 
went to Bakassi office and the 
only person I  saw there 
popularly known as Bekee said 
he does  not  know what  
happened that he only came for a 
night duty. 

"The Prime Minister asked me 
to take him to hospital which I 
did. We rushed him to a hospital 
at Faulks road from that hour, he 
was on oxygen, but he could not 
be revived. We were asked to 
move him to another bigger 
hospital. Ambulance from the 
other hospital came, took him 
away to that place, but after an 
hour and thirty minutes, he 
died."

Matthew said he went to Area 
Command and made a formal 
report of  which two police 
officers were given to us to come 
and see his son's situation in the 
hospital. 

"They came and when they 
arrived, my son's brain was 
already gushing out from his 
mouth. They returned and made 
a report of  attempted murder, 
before I called them to inform 
them that he was already dead. I 
went to the station and I was told 
the case will now move to SCID 
Umuahia where we made a 
formal case."

He said that all he wants now 
for himself, his late son and his 
entire family is justice, stressing 
that his son was killed by four 
men who are well known 

narration about how Precious 
was tortured to death. Chibueze 
said that after the Bakassi boys 
called the mother of  Precious 
and could not get her on phone, 
they called her sister one Pastor 
Esther Amaechi who according 
to him said she was at Port 
Harcourt for a programme, and 
promised to come to them later.

"When the Pastor did not 
show up, Precious asked the 
Bakassi boys to let him go that he 
didn't do anything wrong. They 
got annoyed saying he was 
proving stubborn and began to 
beat him. I pleaded with them to 
let him go, but they threatened to 
deal with me as well. They put 
two of  us in the cell after beating 
Precious mercilessly. 

"They tortured him and left us 
there until past 6pm we didn't see 
that their Commander. I was 
shouting and telling them that 
something was wrong, but they 
never listened. It was when their 
leader came back and saw he was 
almost dead that they started 
forcing me to take him back to 
his parents. That was how they 
arranged for a motorcycle for me 
to bring him back home in that 
critical condition."

Matthew said that when his 
son was brought back, he was 
half  dead and had defecated all 
over his body. 

"Then I was on my way back 
when my last son saw me on the 
way and alerted me on what was 
happening. I went into the 
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he Presidency has justified the decision of the Federal Government to suspend 'operations' of Twitter in Nigeria. It said Tthe decision was not just about the tweet of President Muhammadu Buhari deleted by the microblogging platform.  The 
Senior Special Assistant to the President on Media and Publicity, Garba Shehu, justified the decision in a statement titled 

'Presidential statement on Twitter suspension in Nigeria.'However, in a quickfire, Human rights lawyer, Mike Ozekhome, SAN, 
asked the Federal Government to go beyond the suspension of micro-blogging site, Twitter, and “dissolve the Nigerian people 
which it has become so allergic to and no longer wants to see or hear about”. The senior advocate also said the government is 
trying to cover its atrocities from global exposure with its decision to suspend the operations of Twitter in the country. He made 
this known in a statement on Friday titled, 'When A Tottering Government Twiddles Twitter'. 

he temporary suspension of  Twitter is not just a response to the removal of  the 

TPresident's post. There has been a litany of  problems with the social media 

platform in Nigeria, where misinformation and fake news spread through it 

have had real world violent consequences. All the while, the company has escaped 

accountability. “Nevertheless, the removal of  President Buhari's tweet was 

disappointing. The censoring seemed based on a misunderstanding of  the challenges 

Nigeria faces today. “The President in his address at the United Nations General 

Assembly, UNGA in 2019 said 'the world was shocked and startled by the massacre in 

New Zealand by a lone gunman taking the lives of  50 worshippers.' “This and similar 

crimes which have been fueled by social media networks risk seeping into the fabric of  

an emerging digital culture.” “President Buhari has therefore been warning against 

social media's disruptive and divisive influences and the government's action is not a 

knee-jerk reaction to Twitter's preposterous deletion of  his tweet which should have 

been read in full. “The tweet was not a threat, but a statement of  fact. “A terrorist 

organisation (IPOB) poses a significant threat to the safety and security of  Nigerian 

citizens. “When the President said that they will be treated 'in a language they 

understand,' he merely reiterated that their force shall be met with force. It is a basic 

principle of  security services response world over. “This is not promotion of  hate, but a 

pledge to uphold citizens' right to freedom from harm. The government cannot be 

expected to capitulate to terrorists. “IPOB is proscribed under Nigerian law. Its 

members murder innocent Nigerians. They kill policemen and set government 

property on fire. Now, they have amassed a substantial stockpile of  weapons and 

bombs across the country. “Twitter does not seem to appreciate the national trauma of  

our country's civil war. This government shall not allow a recurrence of  that tragedy.

ell, I am not surprised that the Federal Government has suspended 

WTwitter operations in Nigeria. Are you? I have always said that this 

Government has a very thin skin for criticism. It is a government 

that cannot take punches, but delights in always giving punches to adversaries, 

real or imaginary. “The Government knows that Nigerians now express their 

resentment and protest through Twitter, by telling the whole world how Nigeria 

has been turned into a corruption haven, and a sprawling field of  butchery, 

extra-judicial executions and slaughtering. “Those in Government do not want 

the world to hear about their atrocities. So, they just gleefully tell the world that 

they have suspended Twitter and that they would soon license other OTT and 

social media operations. These people in Government know that Nigerians have 

been reaching out to the whole world, and they are very embarrassed that the 

breeze has been blowing, and the smelly backside of  the fowl is always being 

opened for the whole world to see and smell its odorous side. “This is the same 

Government that undeservedly rode to power using the same Twitter and other 

social media platforms it now detests. “My humble appeal to this Government 

is that it should go further than this. It should actually suspend or dissolve the 

Nigerian people which it has become so allergic to and no longer wants to see 

or hear about. Then, it can now go ahead to elect or select another people in 

place of  the present Nigerians who appear to have become a nuisance to it. “I 

am greatly disappointed about this government round and round. I feel very sad 

as a Nigerian being led by a Government of  one scandal per day.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Suspension of Twitter in Nigeria:
Things falling apart 

We are justified in
suspending Twitter's
'operations' – Presidency

Go beyond Twitter
ban, suspend,
dissolve Nigeria
- Ozekhome 

OzekhomeShehu
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oses Simon has Mp r o m i s e d  t h e 
Super Eagles will 

react very well to the 1-0 loss 
to Cameroon Friday night 
when both teams do battle 
again on Tuesday.

Nigeria failed to make the 
most of  the many chances 
they created only to be 
punished by the more clinical 
Indomitable Lions.

“We hope to do our best in 
the next game,” assured the 
winger, who stood out for the 

erena Williams' quest to 

Swin a 24th Grand Slam 
title goes on after she 

crashed out of  the French 
Open to Elena Rybakina.

The legendary American, a 
three-time winner of  the 
tournament, lost 6-3, 7-5 to 
the Kazakh.

Williams cruised into the 
four th round at  Roland 
Garros with a straight sets 
victory over Danielle Collins 
on Friday.

But in-form Rybakina 
proved a tricky opponent for 
Williams and the 21-year-old 
was faultless in her two-set 
victory.

With so many big names 
having fallen, including 
Victoria Azarenka early in the 
day, a prospective quarter-
final opponent for Williams, 
the path to the final looked 
enticing.

The 39-year-old recovered 
from an early service break in 
the opening set but Rybakina 
responded superbly to break 
again and pocket the opener 
in confident fashion.

The calm-headed and 
clean-hitting Rybakina broke 
the Williams serve at 3-3 in 
t h e  s e c o n d  s e t  b u t 
immediately dropped her 
own delivery as she betrayed 
the first sign of  nerves.

It was Williams, contesting 
the round of  16 at a Slam for 
the 64th time, who faltered 
though.

She looked hesitant and 
sluggish and she dropped her 
serve to love in the next game.

Rybakina, who was born in 
Moscow but  re presents 
Kazakhstan, then calmly 
se r ved  ou t  fo r  v i c to r y, 
clinching it as Williams belted 
a backhand long after one 
hour 17 minutes.

As she walked off  Court 
Philippe Chatrier, the beaten 
Williams stooped to pick up 
some clay dust — a hint 
perhaps that she feels her time 
is running out to match 

Margaret Court's record, 
although she will be one of  
t h e  f a v o u r i t e s  w h e n 
Wimbledon begins later this 
month.

Rybakina will go on to face 
R u s s i a n  A n a s t a s i a 
Pavlyuchenkova for a place in 
the semi-finals.

a d i o  M a n e  h a s 

Ss l a m m e d  t h e 
S e n e g a l e s e 

government following the 
blackout that occurred 
d u r i n g  S a t u r d a y ' s 
in te r nat iona l  f r i endly 
match against Zambia.

After cruising into a 3-0 
lead at half-time, there was 
a total blackout at the Lat 

arcelona like many Bclubs at the moment, 
aren't in the strongest 

of  financial positions.

Pay cuts have had to be 
made, and it looks like 
players will need to prepare 
themselves for further cost-

cu t t ing  measure s  th i s 
summer.

The club's director of  
football, Mateu Alemany, 
spoke at new signing Eric 
Garcia's presentation about 
the situation.

“Everyone at the club 
will have to make an effort 
t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s 
sustainability,” Alemany 
said.

The situation at the 
Camp Nou is worrying, so 
worrying in fact that new 
club president has applied 
for a 500-million-euro loan 
from Goldman Sachs, 100 
million euros of  which will 
be paid to the club before the 
end of  this month.

The club's total losses for 
this season are around 300 
million euros, bringing their 
total to about 1.2 billion.

Players already took a 
financial hit last season to 
help the club and are going 
t o  h a v e  t o  p r e p a r e 
themselves to do the same 

again this campaign.
Some are upset however 

about having to save the club 
from this situation that they 
have brought on themselves, 
with huge sums of  money 
paid for players who hardly 

play for example.
They feel it's unfair that 

they're expected to pay for 
mistakes made by those in 
charge of  the club.

Dior Stadium which forced 
the players to sit in the 
dressing room for more 
than half  an hour.

M a n e  o p e n e d  t h e 
scoring for the Teranga 
Lions in the 22nd minute 
while AS Monaco's Krepin 
Dia t t a  and  Wat fo rd ' s 
Ismaila Sarr stretched the 
lead a few minutes later.

players when you wait 30 to 
35 minutes, then get back 
i n t o  t h e  g a m e  i t ' s 
complicated.

“What happened is not 
wo r t hy  o f  a  f o o t b a l l 
country like Senegal. I think 
they have to do better. And, 
the state of  the ground is 
also catastrophic!”

This is not the first time a 
power outage occurred at 
Lat Dior Stadium during an 
ongoing game.

It also happened during 
the Wafu Cup of  Nations 
match between Sier ra 
Leone  and Liber ia  in 
October 2019.

The blackout forced the 
game to be abandoned in 
the 70th minute that day but 
it was completed on a 
rescheduled day.

The Lat Dior Stadium 
has been home to the 
Senegal national team since 
2 0 1 9  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
successful hosting of  the 
Wafu Cup of  Nations that 
same year.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Senegalese government has 
started plans to give the 
country a new national 
stadium in Dakar.

Earlier this year, Senegal 
Pres ident  Macky  Sa l l 
launched the construction 
of  a new 50,000-capacity 
stadium as they prepare to 
h o s t  t h e  2 0 2 6  Yo u t h 
Olympic Games.

Aliou Cisse's men will 
hope for better conditions in 
Thies when they host Cape 
Verde in another friendly 
match on June 8.

Upon resumption from 
the break, Zambia reduced 
the deficit through Dominic 
Chanda's effort in the 54th 
minute.

Frustrated by the power 
outage in Thies, Mane was 
quoted by Dakaractu: “The 
Senegalese people deserve 
better. It's deplorable what 
happened… For top-level 

Eagles in the first match on 
Friday.

“I believe the team will 
react very well on Tuesday.”

Moses Simon said he also 
understands that the fans did 
not take kindly to the loss even 
though it was a test game.

“We always knew this will 
not be an easy game,” he said.

“It was a friendly, but we 
know the fans only want their 
team to win always.

“Unfortunately, we did not 
win this friendly.”

Super Eagles will react well after Cameroon loss, says Simon

Serena Williams crashes
out of 2021 French Open

Barcelona preparing for more
pay cuts this summer

Mane slams Senegal govt after power outage 

Barcelona team and coach in trainingBarcelona team and coach in trainingBarcelona team and coach in training

Williams leaving the clay court after her eliminationWilliams leaving the clay court after her eliminationWilliams leaving the clay court after her elimination

Moses against CamerounMoses against CamerounMoses against Cameroun
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uper Eagles coach 

SGernot Rohr has 
r u l e d  d e f e n d e r 

William Troost-Ekong 
and Jamilu Collins out of  
the secondly friendly 
match against Cameroon 
on Tuesday. 

Rohr confirmed that 
both players picked up 
injuries in the Eagles 1-0 
loss to the Indomitable 
Lions at the Stadion 
W i e n e r  N e u s t a d t , 
V i e n n a ,  A u s t r i a  o n 
Friday. 

Speaking after the 
game, Rohr said the injury 
might force him to use a 
three-man defence for the 
s econd  game  o f  the 
double-header against 
Cameroon. 

Rohr, who lamented 

igeria's women 

Nhandball team will 
begin their Group 

B Africa Women Handball 
Championship campaign 
on Tuesday against DR 
Congo in Cameroon. 

For their second game 
of  the campaign, the coach 
Rafiu Salami tutored side 
will face hosts Cameroon 
o n  T h u r s d ay,  b e f o r e 
playing their last group 
game against Kenya two 
days later. 

The Nigerians left the 
N n a m d i  A z i k w e 
International Airpor t, 
Abuja  on  Fr iday  and 
ar r ived in  Douala  on 
Saturday, after a stopover in 
Kigali aboard Rwanda 
Airline. 

On arrival, the Nigerian 
d e l e g a t i o n ,  l e d  b y 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , 
Handball Federation of  
Nigeria, Maigidansanma 
Mohammed, was received 
by the Consulate-General 

o f  t h e  N i g e r i a  H i g h 
Commission in Douala, 
Safiu Olaniyan, and his 
wife, Medina. 

Olaniyan, who hosted 
the team, charged them to 

maju Pinnick has 

Adisclosed that the 
Nigeria Football 

Federat ion (NFF)  i s 
doing everything possible 
to pay Super Eagles and 
their coaches.

Pinnick revealed that 
the football house is 
currently struggling to 
m e e t  i t s  f i n a n c i a l 
obligations, no thanks to 
the current pandemic 
w h i c h  h a s  a f f e c t e d 
principal sponsors Aiteo.

Reports claimed the 
players are yet to receive 
bonuses  for  the  jus t 
concluded African Cup 
of  Nations qualifiers, 
while the Gernot Rohr-
led technical crew is also 
o w e d  s e v e n - m o n t h 
salaries.

In an interview, with 
Arise TV, the head of  the 
Nigerian football body 
has now reiterated his 
commitment to clearing 
t h e  b o n u s e s  a n d 
a l l o w a n c e s  o f  t h e 
national team players and 
coaches.

“We are not proud to 
say we owe, but there are 
some circumstances in 
few years that made us not 
to meet our obligations, 
but thankfully the players 
understand that we are 
always there for them 
since we came on.

“We gave them all the 
luxury, especially when 
they are traveling for 
games. They travel with 
chatter flights and I can 
tell you that any country 

they go to they stay in the 
best hotel.”

“ I n  A u s t r i a  f o r 
example, all  our key 
players are there, the ones 
who are not there called 
m e ,  I  s p o k e  w i t h 
Chukwueze two days 
before his surgery and 
regretted not being with 
the team.”

“We didn't say we 
aren't going to pay, but 
what is happening now is 
what we never dreamt of, 
when I became the NFF 
president, the dream was 
to make the Federation 
independent, because the 
government has a lot of  
challenges and fair play to 
government, they have 
done the right thing, 
because we need to be safe 

and secured before we can 
play football.”

“The salaries of  the 
coaches are supposed to 
be paid by our major 
sponsor (Aiteo), but they 
have challenges, due to 
t h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d 
others.”

The FIFA executive 
member also accused the 
media  o f  g iv ing  the 
Federation a bad image, 
which made i t  more 
difficult for them to get 
funds from their sponsors.

“When we came on 
board, we paid coaches 
from 2007 till date and 
another thing is that, they 
created a problem for us. 
They created this toxicity 
a n d  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l 
problems, just to make us 
look bad.”

make Nigeria proud both 
on and off  the court.

“We want you to make 
Nigeria proud and we will 
support you. Nigerians in 
C a m e r o o n  h ave  b e e n 

mobilised and they are 
ready to give you all the 
necessary support to ensure 
y o u  d o  w e l l  i n  t h e 
championship,” Olaniyan 
said. 

ormer Golden Eaglets Fgoalkeeper,  Daniel 
Jinadu has signed a 

one-year deal with English 
Championship club, Barnsley, 
following his release by West 
H a m  U n i t e d ,  S u n d a y 
PUNCH reports. 

The 18-year-old keeper, 
who made three appearances 
for Nigeria at the 2019 U-17 
World Cup in Brazil, joins The 
Tykes following a successful 
trial. 

“I'm absolutely delighted 
to have signed,” Jinadu told 
the club's website. 

“Just to be at such a great 
club and have the opportunity 

to continue my career and take 
the next stage of  my career, be 
at this club and do that. 

“Being behind the likes of  
great goalkeepers like Brad 
Collins and Jack Walton, 
being here and being able to 
l e a r n  f r o m  t h e m  a n d 
exper ience  them i s  jus t 
amazing, so I'm really happy 
to be here.”

Jinadu will link up with 
Barnsley's U-23 side for the 
2 0 2 1 / 2 2  P r o f e s s i o n a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t  L e a g u e 
c a m p a i g n ,  w h i l e  a l s o 
providing competition for the 
first team. 

the inability of  his team to 
find the net, said it was a 
good game to test his 
squad before the 2022 
World Cup qualifiers in 
September. 

“It was very interesting 
to see some new players, 
we missed about seven or 
eight players and we had 
to manage the situation. 
We had 17 shots on goal 
while they only had three 
with one on target, which 
was the goal,” Rohr said. 

“Our domination was 
not good enough, it was 

not  rea l i s t i c  enough 
because we had to score at 
the beginning of  the game 
and we did not. And when 
you don't score, very 
often, you concede a goal, 
w h i c h  w a s  w h a t 
happened. We had a good 
integration of  the players, 
w i t h  t h r e e  o f  t h e m 
playing for the first time.

“Unfortunately, we 
lost two players to injury, 
w h i c h  w i l l  m a k e  i t 
difficult for the second 
game in the defence 
because Troost- Ekong 

and Collins are out, they 
cannot play. So, we have 
to manage the difficult 
situation. But it's also an 
opportunity to play with 
three defenders only and 
to change the system to try 
something different, that's 
why we are happy to play 
the second game. 

“The result is not the 
most important thing in a 
friendly game, the most 
important thing is to see 
some interesting things, to 
test some new players and 
for the competition to be 
efficient.” 

Troost-Ekong, Collins
out of Eagles friendly

Jinadu seals one-year
Barnsley deal

Nigeria set for African women's
handball tourney

Pinnick reveals why NFF owes Super
Eagles players and coaches
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love you and worship you. It is 
not enough

We  h a v e  t o  t a k e  f u l l 
responsibility for our own lives. 
Once we do, we find that the 
problems we have are ones we 
can handle. Not only that, but we 
can often choose our problems. 
You may think if  there were a 
choice between problems and no 
problems, you'd choose to have 

n a crisis of  any kind, it is Igenerally not understood 
why  ce r ta in  peop le 

benefit. For instance when 
the stock market crashes, 
there are people who become 
rich. Why? It is because every 
time a big bubble is created in 
the regular pattern of  human 
a c t i v i t y ,  t h o s e  w h o 
understand the laws-whether 
of  economics or politics or 
anything else-can use the 
energy to advance their own 
careers. 

In a spiritual sense, if  you 
h a v e  p r o b l e m s  a n d 
catastrophes in your own life, 
this energy can propel you to 
spiritual heights. Letters 
come to me from people 
b e g g i n g  t o  b e  s p a r e d 
problems in life. They are 
looking towards the old 
c o n c e p t  o f  G o d .  I f  
something goes wrong in my 
life, Lord please deliver me 
from it. They are deaf  to the 
question: But what will you 
do in return? They think it is 
enough to say, In return I'll 

here is a statement in TIgbo which defines a 
trusted friend as one 

who can give you water in the 
night and you can drink it 
without verifying if  there is 
any impurity inside it. I 
wonder how many of  these 
experiences still exist. The 
reason many things are not 
working today is the absolute 
lack of  trust in our society. 

My father while alive 
while indoctrinating us to the 
values and philosophies of  
Igbo man as a kid often say to 
us, that back in the days 
people's words were their 
bonds. He noted that the idea 
of  reducing agreements into 
writing was non-existent 
because the rate of  default 
was almost zero. People lived 
virtuously and knew the 
consequences of  default. 

Take your mind back and 

evaluate your own relationship 
a m o n g  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g 
business affairs and audit the 
integrity of  trust contained 
therein. With each passing day 
we keep losing ground in the 
trust that bind one to another as 
t h e  s o c i e t y  g e t s  p o o r e r, 
sophisticated and destructive. 
Where there is trust there is 
bound  to  ex i s t  improved 
relationship which by extension 
affects life positively. 

How many of  us can trust 
their valuables to their close 
re lat ions and go to s leep 
believing that everything is 
secured. In many homes, it is so 
bad that the trust level between 
husband and wife, between 
parents and children, and 

among siblings are suspect. The 
society starts with the family and 
other groups and if  there is no 
trust at that level it shows at a 
glance why our society is 
suffering from trust deficit.

The question of  trust in the 
Niger ian  soc ie ty  i s  more 
deficient in the polity and 
business than anywhere else. 
The leaders continue to betray 
the trust the electorates repose in 
them through corrupt practices 
tha t  cu lminates  in to  bad 
governance. For lack of  trust the 
e l ec tora te s  would  acce p t 
gratifications from politicians 
because they don't trust them to 
deliver on their promises.

Nigerian politicians make 
huge promises that they never 

came close to fulfill. It is their 
trade mark. Business men make 
promises to fulfill their own side 
o f  t h e  b a r g a i n  b u t  e n d 
disappointing. Lovers fall apart 
because one is not sincere in the 
love affairs. Trust is a key 
i n g r e d i e n t  i n  s u s t a i n i n g 
relationship.

What actually is it that has 
engenders lack of  trust. The 
most common reason is drawn 
f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
unfaithfulness suffered by many 
either in social or business 
relationship. People especially 
women have invested so much 
trust in various relationship and 
end up coming out with terrible 
experiences. In business people 
have suffered huge losses 

because they have trusted so 
much and end up losing all.

Experience they say is the 
best teacher and those who have 
one story or another to tell 
would never want to suffer a 
second one to learn their 
lessons. There are others who 
also draw from the experiences 
of  others,  reason there is 
growing lack of  trust. The 
volume of  distrust and mistrust 
is so monumental that people 
now wonder if  there is anybody 
or anything to trust.   

Today we live in a world of  
suspicion. It is worst in Nigeria 
where Trust has lost meaning 
and value because people are 
always identifying cheating, 
l y i n g ,  a n d  b e t r a y a l  a s 
synonymous to smartness. And 
I ask again, is there still trust in 
Nigeria? Can I trust you?

no problems, and I'd say you 
w o u l d  b e  v e r y  w i s e . 
Unfortunately, this world doesn't 
run like that. It works by degrees, 
not absolutes. You can't say you 
will or will not have problems. 
That is absolute and life doesn't 
work that way. It works like this: 
You are going to have problems, 
but you now have a choice as to 
how to handle them.

You can choose to take a short-
term solution that will make you 
feel good for a day or two. Bu it is 
not going to work out so well in 
the long run. You have a choice: 
Should I handle the problem with 
a good solution or a poor 
solution? If  you don't have self-
discipline, you say, here today, 
gone tomorrow; I may not be 
around in a week. So you take the 
short-term solution. A week later 
you're still alive, and you have to 
pay the piper. And then it's, “O 

L
o r
d , w h y 
m e ?  W h y h a v e  y o u 
done this to me? Someone else 
must be responsible, certainly 
not I”. Like Job in the Old 
Testament, you can cry and 
curse the day you were born. 
You might even blame the devil 
for your misfortune.

Culled from: The Secret 
Teachings, by Harold Klemp, 
Mahanta Transcripts Book 3, 
Eckankar Minneapolis         

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

How to handle problems

Trust: Does it exist in Nigeria?   

Experts flay states for
sinking billions into airport
construction

Gunmen raze another
police station in Delta
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