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ne of the three pillars on 

Owhich the government of 
President Muhammadu 

B u h a r i  a n c h o r e d  h i s  
administration is the fight against 
corruption. When he started he 
did so well to endear himself to 
the people because Nigerians fell 
in love with the naming and 
s h a m i n g  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
impoverished them by dipping 
their hands in the till.

The whistleblower policy 
a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government with a reward 
attached to it helped the federal 
government to give corruption a 
b l o w.  H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  
administration made progress in 
its governance journey tongues 
started wagging over the level of 
corruption the government 
fighting corruption is mired into.

In the opinion of many the All 
Progressive Congress (APC) 
government has even become 
m o r e  c o r r u p t  t h a n  t h e  
predecessor. This is in the light of 
the monumental acts of corrupt 
actions witnessed among the top 
f u n c t i o n a r i e s  o f  t h e  
administration. Little wonder 
many had voiced that the 
corruption fight was merely a 
smokescreen to fight perceived 
e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  
government.

There was the case where the 
sacked Secretary to the FG, Alhaji 
Babachir Lawal was reported to 
have spent N200m in clearing 
bushes for the Internally Displace 
Persons (IDP), an amount 
considered unrealistic for the 
purpose. There are cases where 
snakes were reported to have 
swallowed millions of naira of 
public funds.

Last week the court in a 
celebrated case that jolted the 
nation sentenced Farouk Lawan 
to 7 years imprisonment for 
corruptly asking for and obtaining 
500,000 million dollars from 
Otedola in order to exonerate 

Zenon Petroleum and Gas 
Limited  f rom the  l i s t  o f  
companies in the fuel subsidy 
scam. 

Farouk Lawan, a former 
chairman of  the House of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a d - h o c  
committee on Petroleum Subsidy 
had before the incident in 2013 
been seen by Nigerians as a 
champion of decent society. For a 
long time Nigeria was yet to 
witness the sentence of a high 
profile criminal and this has 
waned their interest in the 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  f i g h t  f o r  
corruption. 

The Farouk's sentence we 
suspect has the tendency to 
rekindle the hope in the people 
that the government may after all 
be serious in checking those who 
have turned their enemies. There 
are still so many cases like this 
which occurred during the 
People's Democratic Party (PDP) 
era. More has also occurred under 
the Buhari administration.

To win the confidence of  
Nigerians, the people would like 
to see the sentence of the 'snakes', 
the Babachirs, including those 
involved in padding the budget in 
PMB's first tenure as well as other 
high profile corrupt politicians 
under this administration. 

A new broom they say sweeps 
clean and the efforts of the new 
EFCC chairman Abdurasheed 
Bawa to give graft a fight may 
after all restore the sagging 
confidence in the people. The 
signals coming from him appear 
encouraging what with the 
promise to re-open the case of the 
former Abia State governor.

News Echo wants to identify 
with the renewed efforts of the 
anti-graft agencies and commends 
its  bold step to conclude 
successfully this case which many 
Nigerians have forgotten. We also 
wish to remind that there are so 
many cases on the past governors 
especially those inherited by Farid 
Waziri which went to the cooler.
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the article in a business journal. No 
one noted the Dutch manager's 
conclusion that Nigeria's main 
trouble wasn't corruption but 
education that no one is still paying 
attention to. In April this year, the 
National Universities Commission 
(NUC) granted provisional licences 
for 20 new universities. The new 
owners received their licences from 
the Minister of  Education, Adamu 
Adamu, in Abuja. With the 
approval, Nigeria now has 99 
private universities.

In my article on this same 
challenge titled, 'Why we need 
better universities, not more,” 
published here on June 4, 2016, 
(part of  the serial that gave me the 
'2017 DAME Award on Informed 
Commentary,' I wrote:  '…But I 
would like to visit the roots of most 
of  the challenges and so, I have to 
sensitize all the state actors from all 
the 774 local governments, 36 states 
and Abuja to lend me their ears: I 
would like us to interrogate 
Professor Wole Soyinka's 'thesis' 
about the expediency of  closing 
down all the Nigerian universities 
for a year or two with a view to 
restructuring them into “Ivory 
Towers,” citadels of  learning and 
centres of  innovation that they 
should be. This is not a seminal 
paper on the role of  the university in 
a developing country. Nor is it a 
research topic on the role of  public 
intellectuals in development. 
Rather, it is a thought-provoking 
discussion point on why all our 
representatives in government 
should halt the “hollow rituals” 
called licensing of  new private 
universit ies and the federal 
government's own obsession with 
political project called federal 
universities in all the states of  the 
federation…'

I had then asked too if  there was 
anything that could be more 
insufferable than a situation 
whereby most Nigerian universities 
had become mere factories for 
producing unemployable graduates 
at all levels. All the major highways 
have become attractions for private 
universities, most of  which are just 
for ways of  laundering money for 
some politically exposed people 
who have become wealthy without 
work. Such characters can no longer 
hide their slush and stolen funds 
abroad. But sadly, most of  the 
lecturers of  most of  our universities 
can no longer allow their children to 
be admitted into the universities 
where they teach. This is critical and 
that  is  why universi ty and 
polytechnic teachers are always on 
strike. They have been asking for 
proper funding at all levels so that 
we can have universities as citadels 
of  learning and centres of  
excellence and innovation. 

Oloja is a columnist with the 
Guardian newspapers. 

society. For instance, shouldn't 
Nigeria be thinking about robust 
funding of  existing specialised 
universities in line with the agenda 
for the nation's growth and 
development instead of  establishing 
new ones? Are the specialised 
universities in Yola, Abeokuta, 
Owerri, Akure, etc meeting national 
objectives for establishing them?  

For instance, in the aviation sector 
today, aircraft are serviced abroad in 
Africa's most populous nation. So, 
can't policy makers and NUC 
encourage proposals for how the 
Aviation School in Zaria can be 
merged with Ahmadu Bello 
University and funded to develop 
Aviation Courses and Aeronautical 
Engineering? Why do we get our 
children to be applying and 
registering for almost the same 
poorly funded courses, which do not 
trigger employability skills all over 
the country? The ordinariness of  
our curricula of  studies has been 
worsening the employability index 
of  Nigerian university graduates. 
Yet no one is thinking out of  the box, 
in this regard.  

 In 2006, a departing expatriate 
(Dutch) chief  executive officer of  
Nestle in Nigeria granted an 
interview to a newspaper in which 
he specifically advised Nigerian 
leaders to focus on quality of  
tertiary education instead of  
wasting time to fight corruption. He 
lamented that Nestle was always 
spending mil l ions  of  naira  
retraining and reskilling Nigerian 
graduates to be employable in all 
fields of  production. The late 
Ambassador Isaac Aluko-Olokun, 
an avid reader drew my attention to 

universities be expanded to 
accommodate the new courses the 
minister just advertised for the new 
universities? Are the existing 
universities enjoying adequate 
funding and manpower needs? 
What is the relevance of  a new 
university of  medical sciences when 
none of  the existing colleges of  
medicine and teaching hospitals 
can't be relied upon at the moment?

At the moment, there are 170 
universities in Nigeria – 43 owned 
by the Federal Government; 48, 
state government; and 79, privately 
owned out of  which 38 are faith-
based (32 owned by church groups 
and two owned by Islamic 
organizations). These exclude the 
20 licensed in April this year. 

Although, the National Policy on 
Education promotes the provision 
of  equal access to educational 
opportunities for all citizens of  the 
country at the primary, secondary 
and tertiary levels both inside and 
outside the formal school system; it 
states that for the philosophy of  
education to work harmoniously for 
Nigeria's goals, education in Nigeria 
has to be tailored towards self  
realisation, right human relations, 
individual and national efficiency, 
effective citizenship, national 
consciousness, national unity as 
well as towards social, cultural, 
economic, political, scientific and 
technological progress. 

As most commentators including 
experts have consistently argued, 
the Nigerian education system must 
be value-laden and tailored for the 
betterment of  the citizens in order 
that they may live a better life and 
contribute to the advancement of  

that the new universities of  
technology would be established in 
2021 while the upgrade of  the 
existing four Universities of  
Technology and the National 
Institute of  Technology would come 
on stream next year. 

The Minister explained that “with 
the recent establishment of  the only 
Federal  Gover nment owned 
University of  Health Sciences, 
Otukpo in Benue State and the huge 
gap in Doctor-patient ratio as well as 
in medical research and production 
of  pharmaceutical products, 
Gover nment  recognised the 
compelling need to establish two 
other specialised universities in 
Health, Nutrition and Medical 
Sciences to be located at Azare, 
Bauchi State and Ila Orangun, Osun 
State. “These shall lay a solid 
foundation for building national 
preparedness and resilience in 
anticipation of  future challenges in 
the health sector while reducing 
medical tourism to countries like 
India, UAE, Egypt, Europe and the 
USA. To ensure early take-off  of  
these institutions, the President 
approved a take-off  grant of  N4 
billion each for the Universities of  
Technology and N5 billion each for 
the Universities of  Health Science 
from the funding Resources of  
Tetfund,” the minister added. 

There are relevant questions to 
ask at this time: can a university's 
solid foundation be laid with N4 
billion just earmarked for a new 
university at this time? Should 
universities be so commonly 
established as hotels? Can't the 
curricula of  the existing 43 federal 

here is a sense in which one Tc a n  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  i s  
p r o v o c a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  

authori t ies  in  Niger ia  have 
continued to ignore the groundswell 
of  informed commentaries that 
Nigeria needs better, not more 
universities at this time that 
disruptive technologies daily shape 
economic development through 
innovation, which only research can 
touch off. 

That is why a report last week that 
President Muhammadu Buhari had 
approved N18bn for takeoff  of  four 
new specialised universities should 
not be taken as another meretricious 
dividends of  democracy as the 
governing party's cheerleaders have 
claimed. 

Indeed, the President last week 
approved a takeoff  grant of  N18 
billion for the establishment of  new 
universities of  technology and 
health sciences. The new universities 
of  technology will be located in 
Jigawa and Akwa Ibom states, while 
the universities of  health sciences 
will be established in Azare, Bauchi 
State and Ila Orangun, Osun State. 
While announcing establishment of  
the new institutions in Abuja last 
Monday, the Minister of  Education, 
Mallam Adamu Adamu, said the 
objective is to stimulate rapid 
technological transformation of  the 
country. The Minister, who was 
represented by the Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of  Education, 
Sunny Echono, noted that the 
approval was also in fulfilment of  
Buhari's promise to establish a 
National Institute of  Technology 
(NIT) in Abuja with six satellite 
universities of  technology, one in 
each of  the six geo-political zones in 
the country. 

 According to the Minister, the 
new universities of  technology 
would be established in 2021 while 
the upgrade of  the existing four 
Universities of  Technology and the 
National Institute of  Technology 
would come on stream next year. He 
said, “after a comprehensive review 
of  the policy by key stakeholders in 
the education sector, it was resolved 
that the four existing Universities of  
Technology located in Yola (North 
East), Akure (South West), Owerri 
(South East) and Minna (North 
Central) would be upgraded and 
equipped while two additional 
Universities of  Technology to be 
located in Jigawa and Akwa Ibom 
states, would be established for the 
purpose. 

The Minister also announced that 
similarly, a National Institute of  
Technolog y  (NIT)  sha l l  be  
established in Abuja. The Institute 
shall be patterned after similar 
institutions in Singapore and 
Malaysia to serve essentially as a 
postgraduate centre devoted to 
research and innovation, drawing 
the best graduates from the six 
Universities of  Technology, as well 
as other exceptional graduates from 
reputable universities within and 
outside Nigeria. The Minister noted 
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rdinarily, vampires don't 

Oeat themselves but when 
they finish their prey 

and there is nothing left to eat, 
they will feed on themselves. An 
evil wind does no one any good. 
Regardless of  age, sex, class or 
status, when it blows everyone 
feels the effects of  the whirlwind. 
This is the situation in South East 
today where things seemed to 
have fallen apart.

Like a full blown AIDS that 
often starts from the gradual 
pleasure of  having multiple 
unprotected sex with infected 
partners, the insecurity challenge 
in South East which started like a 
child's play has assumed a 
formidable dimension that 
requires a timely multi-pronged 
approach by an unselfish multi-
stakeholders to solve.

The abuse of  power and the 
preference for subjugation from 
absolute marginalization to 
outright exclusion with resultant 
resort to violence in pursuit of  
freedom had put the zone in a 
precarious state. Today, the rich 
as well as the high and mighty 
also cry.

Those  in  posi t ions  of  
authority and their minions 
made simple things complex. By 
their utterances and conducts, 
they create chaos and heat up the 
polity. They unnecessarily incite 
violence in their followers who 
could sheepishly go out to 
unleash mayhem but often end 
up as the worst victim.

Southeast, my lovely and 
homely zone seems to be under 
siege today. Many things are 
going on here wrongly yet those 
meant to speak for us and those 
representing us seem to have lost 
their voices - and when they 
speak, it's pure apology. The 
blame game continues! 

As things degenerate from 
bad to worse, the people take 
note of  the position of  our 
representatives whether they 
were elected by the people or 
they bought their ways through. 
The situation has presented a 
good opportunity for proper 
assessment – and the verdict will 
surprise a lot of  people.

The evil we fail to condemn 
will surely grow into a monster 
and guess what? We may end up 
in its belly! Those who were once 
indifferent suddenly regained 
their voices when they directly or 
indirectly become victims.

For whatever reason many of  
our elected representatives from 
the National Assembly down to 
states' Houses of  Assembly have 
chosen to maintain a grave 
silence instead of  speaking out 

against the crises and subsequent 
abuse of  power against South 
Easterners

The military invasion and 
occupation of  their states is of  no 
relevance to them. They rather 
maintain sealed lips for political 
c o r r e c t n e s s  a n d  f u t u r e  
endorsement than to stand with 
their people and condemn the 
militarization of  Southeast zone 
in a Democratic dispensation. 
This is too bad.

A s  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Legislative arm of  government 
meant for oversight function and 
to ensure good governance 
through checks and balances the 
South East senate caucus and the 
House of  Representative should 
separately and jointly speak out 
against the invasion, convince 
and compel the National 
Assembly to ask the presidency 
to stop and withdraw the military 
and the police or reverse the 
extreme orders given to them 

against the people.
T h e  s t a t e s '  H o u s e  o f  

Assemblies should also work 
separately at state's level with the 
governor and jointly at zonal 
level to proffer lasting solutions 
to the crises. South East 
governors should meet with 
o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  N i g e r i a  
governors and then the Nigeria 
Governors Forum to present 
their case and together they meet 
the president.

The speakers of  Southeast 
states House of  Assemblies 
shou ld  l i a i s e  w i th  the i r  
counterparts from the south and 
the entire country and thereafter 
proceed to  the  Nat ional  
Assembly for a harmonized 
position on how to resolve the 
crises.

Both the Executive and 
L e g i s l a t ive  a r m s  o f  t h e  
government together with the 
judiciary should come together 
a n d  r e s o l v e  t h e  c r i s e s  

permanently. At the Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  l e v e l ,  t h e  
councilors and the chairmen or 
administrators must also work 
together with Ndi Eze to find 
lasting solutions. All hands must 
be on deck and now. Criminals 
are not spirits. They are human 
beings and live among the 
people.

We must do all we can and in 
time to stop anything that is 
capable of  tearing us apart. We 
must strive at all times to 
promote peaceful coexistence 
and live at peace with each other 
and one another. We must be true 
to ourselves and treat everyone as 
a human being with flesh and 
blood.

The Southeast geopolitical 
zone is not at war and therefore 
should not be treated as a war 
z o n e  b y  o m i s s i o n  o r  
commission. The world is 
watching so the earlier the 
government realized this, the 

be t t
e r .  

T h e  
p e o p l e  

o n  t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d  

should be very careful so as not to 
play into the hands of  their 
enemies. Two wrongs don't 
make right. The bitter truth is 
that no one can put you down 
without your consent.Southeast 
is currently facing a siege. The 
leaders of  thought, governors, 
National Assembly members, 
Speakers of  various Houses of  
Assembly and members should 
not keep mute in this dangerous 
t i m e.  N o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  
organizations, religious bodies, 
pressure groups and well 
meaning individuals should rise 
up now and find lasting solutions 
to the crises.

It does not make sense to 
destroy government properties 
and kill government officials 
under whatever guise and name. 
The perpetrators of  the heinous 
crimes should stop or jungle 
justice would be meted on 
anyone cut in the act. If  they are 
Igbo people, their community 
people who know them should 
work with the youth leaders, 
local vigilantes and report them 
to their Eze who will in turn do 
the needful and inform the state 
government. If  on the other hand 
they are non Igbo, wherever they 
stay or reside, the people should 
spot them and report every 
suspicious movement to the 
appropriate authority. It is 
barbaric for anyone to take away 
another person's life. It is sheer 
wickedness to destroy people's 
properties for no just cause. This 
madness must stop.

The federal government 
should live up to expectation and 
proffer lasting solutions to the 
crises and not do things that will 
make the people and the 
international community feel 
that they have a hand in the 
crises. Innocent lives and 
properties should be protected so 
there is no need to use life bullet 
on armless individuals. The 
security personnel must not be 
seen to abuse the people or use 
the situation for wrong purpose. 
Proper crisis management 
approach for peaceful resolution 
should be embraced.

Those fueling and sponsoring 
the crises for whatever reason 
must have a second thought and 
stop before it is too late. If  not 
properly controlled and in time, 
the ripple effects may spill to 
others zones of  the country and 
the consequences may take more 
to handle. Therefore, let's join 
hands and resolve the crises now 
for our common good. The 
primary cause of  the crises must 
be addressed with feasible, 
practical solutions provided 
without further loss of  life and 
property.

“

“

Silence in the face of anomie
-The South East invasion 

The Southeast geopolitical zone is not at war and therefore should not be 
treated as a war zone by omission or commission. The world is watching so the 
earlier the government realized this, the better. The people on the other hand 
should be very careful so as not to play into the hands of  their enemies. Two 
wrongs don't make right. The bitter truth is that no one can put you down 
without your consent. Southeast is currently facing a siege. The leaders of  

thought, governors, National Assembly members, Speakers of  various Houses 
of  Assembly and members should not keep mute in this dangerous time. 

Nongovernmental organizations, religious bodies, pressure groups and well 
meaning individuals should rise up now and find lasting solutions to the crises.

UmahiUmahiUmahi Igwe AchebeIgwe AchebeIgwe Achebe
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father, Distinguished Senator 
Jim Ifeanyichukwu Nwobodo 
anointed Senator Chimaroke 
Nnamani to be the Governor of  
Enugu State. Chimaroke later 
annointed Sullivan Chime to be 
the Governor and after his 
tenure, he anointed you to be the 
Governor of  Enugu State.

"Your Excellency, your own is 
not going to be different; we are 
waiting for you to anoint the next 
Governor of  Enugu State from 
N k a n u  l a n d ,  w h i c h  
c o m p r o m i s e s  s i x  l o c a l  
government areas. Any soul you 
pick, we will give you and the 
person all the needed support." 
The Speaker went ahead to 
knock those he said have been 
going around with the notion 
that  Nkanu people  were  
butchers.

He stressed that they were 
indeed proud to be butchers, 
adding "I agree we are butchers. 
If  not for the insecurity in this 
country we were supposed to 
come here with our matchets. 
How can you call us butchers? A 
zone that produced the first 
governor of  the old Anambra 
State, you are calling us 
butchers."

Ubosi enumerated other 
principal leadership positions 
that the people from the zone had 
occupied and warned against 
any further denigration of  the 
people. "How can a reasonable 
person be calling us butchers? An 
Nkanu man can have anything, 
with that blood of  a butcher in 
him he can do undo. I want to call 
on other zones not to undermine 

said will spell doom for the state.
According to him, there will be 

bloody battle for the race to Lion 
Building (Government House) in 
2023 if  the zoning system of  
governorship is truncated, 
insisting that it was the turn of  his 
Enugu East senatorial district to 
produce Governor Ugwuanyi's 
successor. Threatening fire and 
brimstone, Speaker Ubosi said, 
"We have blood of  a butcher in 
us, we can do and undo. People 
call us butchers and I tell you by 
2023 unless the right thing is 
done by maintaining the zoning 
arrangement, we will show that 
we are butchers". Ubosi who told 
Governor Ugwuanyi that his 
predecessors all anointed those 
that succeeded them stressed, 
"Your Excellency, your own will 
not be different". 

His words: "In 1999, our 

environs that the war of  wits by 
political leaders over the zoning 
system of  governorship in the 
state will come to an end after the 
occasion as many had hoped that 
the Special Guest of  honour, 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
was coming to the venue to throw 
his weight behind the quest of  the 
people of  Enugu East senatorial 
zone to produce the next 
governor. 

The event proper kick-started 
at 11 am as scheduled with the 
Speaker of  Enugu State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Edward Ubosi, 
setting the ball rolling. Ubosi did 
not hide the agenda of  his people 
when he reminded the audience 
that anything short of  his Enugu 
East senatorial zone from 
p r o d u c i n g  G o v e r n o r  
Ugwuanyi's successor will be 
resisted by his people which he 

wearing  different T-shirts with 
inscription: "Odelije", "Oganiru 
Youths" and "Odegene Support 
G r o u p "  s h o wc a s i n g  t h e  
fireworks of  their would be 
aspirants for the gubernatorial 
election.

Prior to the event, the local 
mass media including the state-
o w n e d  E n u g u  S t a t e  
Broadcasting Service (ESBS) 
radio and television filled the 
airwave informing their audience 
of  the great event. Trust 
Nigerians, normal business 
activities were brought to a halt 
in Enugu metropolis to enable 
traders grace the occasion. 
Ogbete Main Market, Kenyatta 
Market and New Market were 
shut down for the event.

Indeed, the huge preparations 
for the event heightened the 
speculation in Enugu and its 

hursday, June 17, 2021 Twas just a working day for 
many people but to the 

ind igenes  o f  Enugu-Eas t  
senatorial zone, it was a day they 
will not forget in a hurry as it was 
a day they gathered and spoke in 
unison, irrespective of  political 
leanings, seeking  a chance 
officially to have the 2023 
gubernatorial seat.
The rally with its theme: 
"Oganiru Enugu East Senatorial 
Zone" was held at Micheal 
Okpara Square, Enugu, amidst 
pomp and pageantry with high 
p r o f i l e  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  
technocrats from the zone in 
attendance.

Among the dignitaries were: 
Senator Jim Ifeanyichukwu 
Nwobodo, Rt. Hon. Offor 
Chukwuegbo, Rt. Hon. Nnoli 
Nnaji, Prince U.S.A. Igwesi, Rt. 
Hon. Edward Ubosi, Rt. Hon. 
Pa u l  N n a j i o f o r,  R t  H o n  
Cornelius Nnaji, Ry. Hon. 
Chijioke Edoga, Dr Ben Nwoye, 
Rt. Hon. Peace Nnaji, Chief  
Chiyaaka Ohaa, Hon. Augustine 
Nnamani.

Senator Chimaroke Nnamani 
was conspicuously absent at the 
event. But it could be recalled that 
the ranking Senator began the 
move when he met Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi last year, 
urging him to anoint his 
successor while pledging his 
loyalty to him as the new leader 
of  Ebeano political family.

The former President of  the 
Senate, Ken Nnamani was 
represented by one of  his aides. 
Youths from the Enugu East 
senatorial zone were seen 
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Echoes from Enugu-East 
senatorial zone rally

According to him, there will be bloody battle for the race to Lion Building 
(Government House) in 2023 if  the zoning system of  governorship is 
truncated, insisting that it was the turn of  his Enugu East senatorial 

district to produce Governor Ugwuanyi's successor. Threatening fire and 
brimstone, Speaker Ubosi said, "We have blood of  a butcher in us, we can 
do and undo. People call us butchers and I tell you by 2023 unless the right 
thing is done by maintaining the zoning arrangement, we will show that we 
are butchers". Ubosi who told Governor Ugwuanyi that his predecessors all 
anointed those that succeeded them stressed, "Your Excellency, your own 

will not be different. 

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

Ekweremadu Chime

Continues on Pg. 8
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for gubernatorial seat has gone 
round the three senatorial zones, 
therefore, it is logical that they 
should produce Ugwuanyi's 
successor since they waited 
patiently from the rear all these 
years to be at the saddle. Strictly, 
investigation revealed that 
rotation formula is one of  the 
contending issues that often 
come to front-burner in every 
build up to past governorship 
elections in the state and 2023 
poll is not an exception. 

To this end, some political 
actors  have cal led for  a  
stakeholders' meeting for the 
zoning issue to be addressed 
amicably ahead of  the 2023 
elections. The argument is that 
there was never a time in the past 
that the people of  the state met 
and agreed on a  zoning 
arrangement for gubernatorial 
seat.

According to the group, in 
1999 all the zones contested and 
Enugu East zone won through 
Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani, 
stressing it is time to come to the 
drawing board. Be that as it may, 
to the organizers of  the June 17, 
Enugu East senatorial rally was a 
h u g e  s u c c e s s  a s  t h e y  
acknowledged the high presence 
of  elders, traditional rulers, 
clergy, town union presidents, 
youths and women at the event.

In an appreciation jointly 
signed by the Convener of  the 
rally, Hon. Edward Ubosi and its 
Chairman, Media and Publicity, 
Hon. U. S. A. Igwesi, they also 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  G o ve r n o r  
Ugwuanyi for his incisive 
political direction which had 
engendered peace, unity, fairness 
and equity in the state.

the race at any slightest 
opportunity.

Already, his Enugu West 
senatorial zone had since 
rejected the zoning system, 
insisting that equity, justice and 
fairness demand that they should 
produce the next governor of  the 
state. Rising from their senatorial 
meeting recently, the people 
under the auspices of  Enugu 
West senatorial zone leaders 
cited that Enugu East senatorial 
zone has produced three 
governors in persons of  Chief  
Jim Nwobodo, Chief  Christian 
Chukwuma Onoh and Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani. Then, 
Enugu North senatorial zone 
had Dr Okwrsilieze Nwodo and 
Chief  Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi while 
they (Enugu West) had just 
Sullivan Chime.

 For the people of  Enugu 
North senatorial zone, the slot 

the side of  the prism where one is 
viewing the talk and body 
language of  the governor as each 
of  the three zones that make up 
the state is laying claim to be on 
the side of  justice, equity and 
fairness. For instance, the other 
two senatorial zones namely; 
Enugu West and Enugu North 
are also making subterranean 
moves to step into the shoe of  the 
incumbent (Ugwuanyi) in 2023.

The  th ink ing  o f  many  
residents in the state and beyond 
is that Senator Ike Ekweremadu 
is the man to beat if  he decides to 
run for the gubernatorial poll in 
2023, hence the early clandestine 
meetings and rallies in the state.

Although the former deputy 
p res ident  o f  the  sena te,  
Ekweremadu, is still keeping his 
governorship ambition to his 
chest but his body language 
suggests he may try his hand in 

he was delighted to be in the 
midst of  the people of  Enugu 
East, adding that he appreciated 
their support in the 2019 
election.

He assured them that their 
support would never be taken for 
granted. Ugwuanyi said he had 
listened to their speeches and 
assured them that as 2019 
election ended in praise, 2023 
shall also end in praise. He also 
assured them that justice shall 
prevail.

H o w e v e r ,  N e w s  E c h o  
Correspondent who covered the 
event observed that a large 
segment of  Nkanu indigenes 
went home with mixed feelings. 
Many had expected Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to hit the nail 
at the head unequivocally, as the 
race for his successor is building 
up tension in the state.

To them, justice depends on 

us."
T h e  S t a t e  C a r e t a k e r  

Committee Chairman of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) Dr 
Ben Nwoye, who was visibly civil 
in his speech, told the gathering 
that his party had already zoned 
its governorship ticket to the 
Enugu East Senatorial Zone. Dr 
Nwoye who lauded Governor 
Ugwuanyi for the existing peace 
in the State said the zoning 
arrangement should not be 
destroyed.

 "The fact that you are here 
means you are with us, the fact 
that you are here means that you 
have agreed to bring the anointed 
one from Nkanu land come 
2023."

"APC has already zoned its 
governorship ticket to Enugu 
East. We are here to tell the PDP 
to also zone the position to 
Enugu East", Nwoye told the 
g ove r n o r.  C u r i o u s ly,  t h e  
Chairman of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, (PDP) in 
Enugu State, Hon. Augustine 
Nnamani said his party was yet to 
cede the position to any of  the 
three Senatorial zones.

H o n .  P r i n c e  O f f o r  
Chukwuegbo, representing 
Enugu-North/South Federal 
constituency, who spoke on 
behalf  of  members of  the 
National Assembly lauded 
G ove r n o r  U g w u a n y i  f o r  
identifying with them and for the 
prevailing peace in the State.

T h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s e m b ly  
lawmaker said the essence of  the 
event was to solicit the support 
for the emergence of  a Governor 
of  Enugu East extraction in 2023. 
Responding, Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi who was the Chief  
Guest of  honour at the rally, said 
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For the people of  Enugu North senatorial zone, the slot for 
gubernatorial seat has gone round the three senatorial zones, 
therefore, it is logical that they should produce Ugwuanyi's 

successor since they waited patiently from the rear all these years to 
be at the saddle. Strictly, investigation revealed that rotation 

formula is one of  the contending issues that often come to front-
burner in every build up to past governorship elections in the state 

and 2023 poll is not an exception. To this end, some political actors 
have called for a stakeholders' meeting for the zoning issue to be 

addressed amicably ahead of  the 2023 elections. The argument is 
that there was never a time in the past that the people of  the state 
met and agreed on a zoning arrangement for gubernatorial seat.

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

Nwobodo Nnamani Ugwuanyi

...Echoes from Enugu-East 
senatorial zone rally
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matter. He was further reminded 
that the issue is domiciled at the 
Force CID Abuja, but he was yet to 
respond to as at the time of  going to 
press. However, the Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police handling 
the case had this to say, is it 
professionally allowed for me to 
report to you, am I your staff, I am 
not going to report to you, let the 
man channel his complaints 
through the police channels, he can 
go to court, go to Police Service 
Commission, you can go ahead and 
publish whatever you want, you are 
in Nigeria, you know what is 
happening in Nigeria, if  you don't 
know ask others to educate you on 
what is happening in our legal 
system in the past.

Another Police officer leading the 
investigation, Ademola, declined 
comment saying he is not obligated 
to say anything so long the PPRO is 
there. When our reporter contacted 
Kenneth Maduka, he stated that this 
is not the time to talk about 
Umuchukwu matter. We have a 
primary tomorrow. Dr. Maduka is 
contesting, don't you know, are you 
not in Anambra? Whatever case we 
have in Umuchukwu since 2003 we 
now concentrate on how to put a 
credible person in Anambra 
government house. That is what I 
am concentrating now. Call me next 
week. 

Three attempts to reach the 
President General of  Umuchukwu, 
Emeka Adunchezo, one of  the 
suspects, failed as his line was each 
time switched off. He was yet to 
respond to a text message sent to his 
line as at the time of  filing this 
report. The fratricidal war arising 
from the forcible attempt to change 
of  name has taken a toll on the 
community in terms of  human and 
material resources. It is unusual and 
unlike what should be seen in a 
typical Igbo community. What beats 
ones imagination is why the issue 
has protracted with obvious 
consequences?

It is clear the authorities at all 
l eve l s  have  come shor t  o f  
expectations in resolving the 
community crises leaving one to 
wonder the more.

the police station. The records, 
pictures are there. We took the matter 
to the Commissioner of  Police and 
they concealed it. This happened in 
2013 and nothing was done till now 
in spite of  the petition. The latest was 
the one on Jan 7, 2021 in which CP 
refused to do anything but asked us 
to go and be killing ourselves, that he 
would only come and carry our 
corpses.

According to Barrister Basil 
Igwike “These are not surprising, 
Dr. Godwin Maduka who's 
younger  brother  Kenneth  
Maduka led other miscreants to 
attack them is the major sponsor 
of  the crises in Nkerehi town. Dr. 
Maduka has been formenting the 
crisis in Nkerehi and personally 
sponsoring all the atrocities and 
crimes against humanity on the 
Nkerehi people since 2007, has so 
far built a police station in the 
community and handed it over to 
Nigerian Police, built quarters 
where the police live free of  
charge, purchase a vehicle for the 
police with his name inscribed on 
it. He also built a magistrate court 
in the town and a high court and 
handed them over to Anambra 
State Judiciary. So far, Dr. 
Godwin Maduka is very cozy 
w i t h  t h e  N i g e r i a n  l a w  
enforcement and politicians. 
Therefore, as far as Nkerehi is 
concerned, Dr. Godwin Maduka 
is the jury, the judge, and the 
execut ioner.  In  te r ms  o f  
corruption, Godwin Maduka 
represents the worst that ever 
happens to Nigeria. He believes 
that every Nigerian has a price 
and he can always buy them. It is 
unfortunate that someone who is 
an American citizen and has lived 
in the USA for almost forty years 
is escalating the Nigeria's curse.”  

  When we contacted the Police 
Public Relations Officer (PPRO), 
Frank Mbah, he referred us to the 
State Command because according 
to him he doesn't have facts of  the 

matter posting their boasts in social 
media. After this, we have been 
invited by the police three times and 
each time we show up but they will 
never come. Their lawyer came on 
the second date and the DCP 
handling the matter warned that the 
next appearance which is June 10th 
is sacrosanct. On the 10th June they 
never showed up and their lawyer 
also failed to come. 

“The DCP himself  was not in the 
office but delegated the CSP who is 
the team manager investigating the 
issue. They launched into a long talk 
asking us to be patient following 
which I disclosed that this is six 
months I have not visited my home 
after they vandalized it and that they 
are trailing me to be killed me. I ran to 
Ufuma in Orumba South that night 
they destroyed my house and no 
member of  my household is in that 
home. I asked the police if  I can go 
ahead and fix my house they said no. 

“The situation is frustrating and 
everything appears the police is 
reluctant to do anything from their 
body language. I told the police 
myself  that they claimed you people 
(police) took them to a hotel where 
you bathed them, powdered them 
and told them to go that there is no 
problem, and this they are exhibiting 
at home. On the 12th of  this month, 
they launched into another attack on 
Nkerehi men beating them, claiming 
that they have gone to Abuja and that 
nothing would happen. That is how 
our matter has been since 2007. 

“There is none of  our matters 
reported to the police that have been 
charged to Court since 2007. I have 
all the documents which I can 
provide you. These include burnt 
vehicles, those whose houses were 
destroyed, etc. All the petitions are 
with me.  For instance, in 2009 
somebody was killed and we went to 
Abuja for a whole year the matter is 
still lingering till now. 

“The other incident is the burning 
of  two vehicles belonging to a man 
during the burial of  his mother. They 
barricaded the road protesting that 
the poster on the vehicle bore 
Nkerehi which they said that they do 
not want to see and they burnt the 
vehicles. This happened in front of  

governorship aspirant is alleged to 
have been oppressing every member 
of  the community opposed to the 
name change. Some of  the actions 
include burning of  people's houses, 
kidnapping, vandalizing and burning 
of  vehicles, physical assault and 
killing of  people. Some of  the issues 
are already long domiciled in the 
court.

The community leadership, 
inc luding Igwike and other  
complainants appear frustrated as 
the police was yet to do anything on 
their matter even after petitioning the 
Inspector General of  Police. Hear the 
lamentations of  Mr. Joseph Anulobi, 
the Secretary General of  the 
c o m m u n i t y  s i n c e  2 0 0 6 .      
“On 6 of  January 2021, when I was 
burying my late dad aged 102, my 
house was vandal ized,  they 
kidnapped a minor, my younger 
brother's son who they alleged was 
sent to spy on them. This matter was 
reported to the Police and the DSS in 
Awka. The then Commissioner of  
Police, John Abang, did not allow us 
to talk. Even the woman, Dr (Mrs) 
Maureen Igwike who was assaulted 
and brutalized that night was also not 
given a chance to talk. I called the 
Commissioner of  Police that night 
who was briefed by the Divisional 
Police Officer (DPO). 

“When no arrests was made we 
put up a petition, up till now that we 
are speaking no action from the 
police. That is at the state level. We 
went further to the Police at Abuja 
where we made statements. The 
Police came down to Anambra and 
our people made further statements. 
They now came to our community 
and invited Kenneth Maduka and his 
other group members. They didn't go 
the very day they were invited but 
sent a lawyer who spoke on their 
b e h a l f .  L a t e r  t h e y  s e c u r e d  
appointment with the police at Abuja 
and three out of  many of  them who 
vandalized my house and beat up 
Basil's wife went. 

“We never knew what transpired 
but when they came back they 
became boastful that they have gone 
to Abuja to destroy our case and that 
we can't do anything about the 

n Owerri based attorney, 

ABarr. Basil Igwike, and 
Chief  Joseph Anunobi, the 

Secretary-General of  the Nkerehi 
community in Orumba South 
L.G.A. in Anambra State, have cried 
out to the world over what they call 
police impunity and refusal to arrest 
and arraign suspects who have 
brutalized and vandalized their 
community to no end. They express 
frustration that since 2007 no 
criminal actions reported to police 
have been charged to court. 

They stormed the News Echo 
office to express their frustration 
while appealing to the police to let 
justice prevail.

Igwike has alleged that there was 
an assassination attempt on his life in 
the wee hours of  7th January 2021, 
by a group of  people led by one 
Kenneth Maduka and following his 
escape they pounced on his wife, Dr. 
Maureen Igwike, and assaulted and 
br uta l ized her  severe ly  and 
attempted to rape her. They also 
vandalized three vehicles in the 
compound. According to him, all 
efforts to bring the culprits to book 
have been frustrated by the police 
even with all the evidences on 
g r o u n d .
In the words of  Barrister Basil 
Igwike, an indigene of  Nkerehi, “it 
would appear that some people are 
now above the law and dictates to 
police the pace of  investigation and 
now evades police appointments to 
frustrate complainants. If  as a 
lawyer, I am frustrated this much I 
fear for ordinary citizens. I have done 
everything an ordinary citizen is 
e x p e c t e d  t o  d o  u n d e r  t h e  
circumstance but no action is coming 
from the police with all the 
overwhelmingly glaring evidences of  
the terrible crimes that were 
committed.''   

Trouble started for Nkerehi 
community when it was alleged that 
their son, Dr. Godwin Maduka, had 
in 2007 without consultation to 
community leadership effected an 
attempt to change the name of  the 
town from Nkerehi to Umuchukwu. 
This has torn the community apart as 
G o d w i n  M a d u k a ,  a  P D P  

By Chinyere Nwaneri

Cry for justice: Imo lawyer, Anambra Community 
leaders allege police refusal to prosecute 
suspects brutalizing kinsmen

Dr. (Mrs) Maureen Igwike with swindle faces assaulted in the January 7 attack.  one of the vandalized vehicle
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election committee, Shaibu who 
doubles as the deputy governor 
of  Edo State who stood in for the 
Benue State governor, Samuel 
Ortom, said: “I, Comrade Philip 
Shaibu by the powers conferred 
on me, I hereby declare Mr. 
Valentine Ozigbo as the winner 
o f  t h e  P D P  A n a m b r a  
governorship election, having 
scored the highest votes.” 

The import here is that all is 
not well with the PDP as the 
umbrella party prepares for the 
governorship election now 
tagged Anambra 2021. With the 
emergence of  two candidates, it 
is either party elders and leaders 
intervene or the court decides. 
The former will be good for the 
party but latter will be suicidal. 

 About Andy Uba's victory, 
the Ogun State governor, Dapo 
Abiodun and chairman of  the 
A P C  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  
committee, announced the result 
of  the primary at Golden Tulip 
Hotel, early on Sunday. The 
Ogun governor said the total vote 
cast was 348,490.

Other aspirants polled as 
follows Johnbosco Onunkwo 
,28,746;  Chidozie Nwankwo 
,21, 281; George Moghalu 
,18,596; Paul Orajiaka ,4, 348; 
Geoff  Onyejeagbu 3, 414; Azuka 
Okwuosa 17,189; Nwokafor 
Daniel,3,335; Ikoobasi Mokelu 
,3,727; Kwebuike Ifeanyi,1,466; 
Godwin Okonkwo, 5,907; Ben 
E t i a b a , 4 , 2 4 4 ;  E d o z i e  
Madu,3,636; and Maxwell 
Okoye who had 2,540.

The election committee 
enthused it adopted the open 
ballot method otherwise known 
as Option A4 to conduct the 
primary election. Earlier on 
Saturday, 11 of  the of  the 14 
governorship aspirants of  APC 
in Anambra said the June 26 
governorship primary in the state 
did not hold.

primary election organized by 
the Chukwudi Umeaba-led 
faction held at Paul University 
Complex, Awka.

Uba polled a total of  275 votes 
from the total of  665 votes cast to 
emerge PDP flag bearer of  the 
f a c t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  wa s  
announced by Obidi Ebede, 
chairman of  the electoral panel. 
Another aspirant, Godwin 
Ezeemo, polled 114 votes to 
emerge second, and Obiora 
Okonkwo scored 44 votes.

Others aspirants who scored 
votes were, Godwin Maduka 22, 
Jonny Maduafokwa 27, Chris 
Azubogu two votes, Ifedi 
Okwenna, two votes each, while 
Walter Okeke had 42 votes. 
Accepting his nomination, Mr 
U b a  t h a n k e d  t h e  p a r t y  
leadership, faithful and delegates 
for deeming it worthy to make 
him the party's candidate. He 
promised to restore PDP to its 
pride of  place in Anambra 
politics after 16 years of  being in 
the “doldrums”, adding that if  
elected governor on November 6, 
he would address the leadership 
challenges of  the state, including 
the local government system. 

Meanwhile, at the parallel 
primary election organized at the 
Prof  Dora Akunyili Women 
Development Centre Awka, 
Ozigbo, the immediate past 
president and group CEO of  
Transcorp Plc, equally  emerged 
the PDP candidate. He got 62 
votes out of  the 218 votes cast, 
beating his closest rivals, Dr 
Obiora Okonkwo, who polled 58 
vo te s  and  Sena to r  Uche  
Ekwunife, who had 44 votes.
16 aspirants went into the contest 
for the ticket of  the party, but 
three of  them namely Barrister  
Emeka Etiaba, Dr Tony Nwoye 
and Mr. Chuma Nzeribe stepped 
down.

Announcing the resul t ,  
secretary of  the PDP primary 

Congress (APC).
Responding  to  Ng ige ' s  

postponement call, the director-
general of  the Andy Uba 
Campaign Organization, Chief  
(Sir) Paul Chukwuma, said, “The 
call for postponement of  the 
primary to a later date by the 
m i n i s t e r  o f  l a b o u r  a n d  
employment, Dr. Chris Ngige 
(OON) is wrong. We fault the call 
and wonder why the leader of  the 
party in Anambra State will call 
for a postponement of  an election 
that has ended successfully just 
because the outcome was not 
going in favour of  his preferred 
candidate.”

The director general noted that 
“Ngige's stand lends credence to 
the rumours going round that he 
is in cohort with the ruling 
APGA to support a weak 
aspirant to emerge as APC 
c a n d i d a t e ” .  A n  a c c o u n t  
confirmed that he equally berated 
those aspirants that alleged 
irregularities in the primary 
election for raising false alarms. 
He was quoted as saying that “all 
the  aspirants  were  g iven 
everything they needed by the 
primary election committee but 
some were angry that they 
couldn't hijack the whole process 
hence the resort to blackmail and 
cheap propaganda”.

Based on the foregoing, the 
APC can be said to have been 
polarized as peace and unity may 
not likely to the broom party 
be fore  the  a l l  impor tant  
November 6 governorship 
election. 

It must be recalled that Uba 
moved from PDP where he 
elusively sought to be Anambra 
governor but to no avail. 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
Ugochukwu Uba, the eldest of  
the Uba tripod siblings and who 
is also the least heard about , on 
Saturday emerged winner of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 

Just as it was between 2003 
and 2007, Uba's emergence is 
being contested by leading APC 
members in Anambra State, 
including the minister of  labour 
and employment, Senator Chris 
Ngige. Ngige had called for the 
postponement of  the party's 
primary election already billed 
for Saturday, June 26, 2021. 
Ngige stated this in a press 
statement made available to 
journalists  on Saturday by his 
media aide, insisting that  there 
was no sign of  the governorship 
primary taking place in the state. 
The release revealed that the 
minister had written a letter, 
expressing his doubts about the 
primary election to Governor 
Dapo Abiodun of  Ogun State 
who is the chairman of  the 
committee organizing the  
exercise.

The letter read: “As I write you 
now, 4.25pm, Saturday, 26th 
June, I'm in my home town, Alor 
with 2 electoral wards and there 
is no sign of  any governorship 
primary election. My inquiries 
and investigation show that the 
story is the same all around the 
326 wards of  the 21 local 
government areas in the state.

“As a result, most party 
members have left for home, 
having waited since 8am. I 
discussed with your member, 
Distinguished Senator Ken 
Nnamani and I'll advise you call 
the panel members to shift the 
exercise to Tuesday, June 29th to 
also enable you tidy up some 
issues raised by aspirants,” Mr 
Ngige said in his letter to Mr 
Abiodun”.

 Uba scored 230,201 votes to 
beat other aspirants to emerge the 
APC candidate for the November 
6, 2021 governorship election. 

The indication here is that 
Uba's election is already causing 
crisis in the Anambra State 
chapter of  the All Progressives 

he famed Uba Brothers of  TAnambra State politics 
are back again. The Ubas 

namely Ugochukwu Uba who 
was a member of  the senate 
between 2003 and 2007 where he 
represented Anambra South; 
Andy Uba who was the Special 
Adviser to President Olusegun 
Obasnjo for eight years; and 
Chris Uba, an influential PDP 
member are all once again big 
players in the Anambra political 
game, particularly the much 
talked about November 6, 2021 
governorship election. The three 
b ro ther s ’  invo lvement  in  
Anambra's  politics, according to 
investigations, led to anarchy 
during that era.  Not usually on 
the same political camp but 
normally powerful, domineering 
and masterful in their games, the 
three men also exhibit different 
attributes and characterizations.   

The second person of  the trio 
Andy Uba,  always calm  but 
calculating, was a former senator 
representing Anambra South 
Senatorial Zone. That was after 
he had served Obasanjo. He was 
also in the senate where, like his 
elder brother Ugochukwu, 
represented Anmabra South 
Senatorial Zone.  According to a 
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t ,  “ B o r n  
Emmanuel Nnamdi Uba, he was 
elected and subsequently sworn 
in as the governor of  Anambra 
State on 27 May 2007. He was 
consequently removed by a 
Supreme Court decision on 14 
June 2007 which restored Peter 
Obi, then of  AGPA as governor. 
He governed the State for 14 
days”. It was reported that his 
election then caused all manner 
of  negative and chaotic sensation 
in the state. In a rather dramatic 
move, the former presidential 
aide has won the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) governorship 
primary elections in Anambra 
State. 
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Tragedy: Lamentations
in Obowo as family buries
two sons allegedly killed
by kinsman

t was a painful and Isor rowful  s ight  to  
behold at Umungwa 

Community in Obowo 
Local Government Area 
(LGA) of  Imo State on 
Saturday as the remains of  
two brothers, Bright and 
Victory Chima strangled to 
death in their father's 
residence in Aba, Abia State 
were buried.

Bright Chima (7) and 
Victory Chima (9) were 
strangled to death by two 
suspected hired killers, 
Chukwuebuka Nnamani 
and  Temple  Amanna  
suspected to have been hired 

he Authorities of  the TAbia State University 
(ABSU), Uturu, have 

confirmed the death of  a 400-
level Optometry student of  
the university who jumped 
down from a three-storey 
bui lding af ter  a l legedly 
smoking the drug.

The incident reportedly 
happened on Saturday at the 
deceased lodge called Favour 
lodge located off  the campus.

 According to reports, the 
deceased student took a hard 
drug known as Colorado and 
could not contain its effect.

His  f r iends repor tedly 
locked him inside the room 
and went in search of  garri to 
help him come back to his 
sense.

But  before  they could 
return, the deceased went 
through the balcony, thinking 
that he was on the ground 
floor, jumped down from the 
b u i l d i n g  a n d  d i e d 
immediately.

Chief  Security Officer, CSO 
of  the institution, Ret. Navy 
Commander  ThankGod 
Evulobi who confirmed the 
i n c i d e n t  t o  o u r 
Correspondent, described it 
as one of  the regrettable 
consequences of  hard drug.

He gave the name of  the 
student as one Kamsi, from 
Imo State.

Accord ing  to  h im the 
student drugged himself  and 
told his friends that he was 
going out only for him to 
jump out.

He said he was immediately 

rushed to hospital where he 
was confirmed dead.

The CSO said that the 
parents of  the student had 
already come to identify him 
and carried the corpse after 
meeting with the police.

He decried the effect of  hard 
drug among youths and 
advised parents to monitor 
the activities of  their children.

” These youths begin to 
consume hard drug right from 
secondary school and when 
they come to the university 
they become uncontrollable.

” We have continued to 
educate our students on the 
dangers of  the hard drug but 
some of  them feel they are big 
boys. It's unfortunate and 
parents need to do more 
especially when they are in 
secondary school.

by their father's kinsman, 
Mr. Chimezie Ojukwu. The 
incident occured in their 
father's residence at Abayi 
Ogbuligba, Osisioma LGA, 
Abia State on Good Friday, 
April 2, 2021, after their 
parents had gone to the 
market leaving them at 
home

Father of  the deceased, 
Mr. Chima Osuagwu, told 
our correspondent during 
the burial ceremony that the 
death of  his sons was 
suspected to have been 
planned and funded by one 
of  his  own kinsmen,  
Chimezie Ojukwu alias 
designer.

He said Ojukwu was 
arrested after the two killers 
of  his sons (Nnamani and 

A m a n n a )  i d e n t i f i e d  
Ojukwu to the police as their 
sponsor.

Osuagwu however said 
that Ojukwu had visited his 
s h o p  a t  t h e  A r i a r i a  
International Market Aba 
a n d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  
“consume” his children 
since his plans to kill him 
(Chima) had been failing.

He said that Ojukwu also 
visited his shop in his 
absence on the day his 
children were killed and 
when he saw him returning, 
he ran off  exclaiming that a 
Wizard had arrived.

Osuagwu said that he 
h a d  e x p e c t e d  t h e  
government of  Abia State 
would have intervened in 
the matter to ensure justice 

for him and his family but 
has not had any help from 
them.

He said that when he 
was asked to do the autopsy 
of  the children which cost 
him about N500, 000 he 
was left alone to foot the 
bills with his family.

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
should have helped me in 
that area or ask the suspects 
to do it.

“A situation like this one 
leaves me with painful 
feelings for myself, family 
and poor Nigerians who 
may be involved in cases 

here was jubilation Tin Delta State as a 
combined team of  

policemen and vigilantes 
in the Sapele area of  the 
s ta te  gunned down a 
notorious armed robbery 
suspect,  Diamond 'm' 
(surname unknown) a.k.a 
FOWLBOY, who had 
been terrorizing residents 
o f  t h e  a r e a  a n d  i t s 
environs.

T h e  d e c e a s e d  w a s 
gunned down during an 
exchange  o f  gunf i re, 
according to reports.

This is coming as three 
other members of  the 
robbery syndicate escaped 
with bullet wounds at 
Amukpe axis in Sapele.

T h e  p o l i c e  a l s o 
recovered one cut-to-size 
l o c a l l y - m a d e  g u n ,  a 
m i l i t a r y  c a m o u f l a ge 
sweater and seven different 
phones from the suspect.

It was learnt that the 
deceased suspect and three 
others were in the house of  
one man (name withheld) 
in Amukpe Sapele during a 
robbery operation.

T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e 
informed as they promptly 
mobilized to the scene, 
where the armed 
robbers engaged 
them in a heavy 
gun fight.

In the process, 
the police shot and 
i n j u r e d  t h e 
notorious armed 
robber who was 
r u s h e d  t o  t h e 
hospital where he 
wa s  c o n f i r m e d 
dead by the doctor 
on duty.

The Delta State 
Police Command, 
l e d  b y  C P  A r i 
Muhammed Ali, 
c o n f i r m e d  t h e 

repor t in a statement 
signed by the Acting Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Bright Edafe.

The Police Image maker 
said, “Serious effort is on 
with a view to arresting the 
other fleeing members of  
the gang.”

requiring autopsy to prove 
cause of  death.

“It means that if  such a 
person cannot afford the 
cost of  the autopsy, the 
culprit would be made to go 
free and continue in his 
wickedness”, he said. 

O s u a g w u  b e g g e d  
governments to ensure they 
cover the cost of  autopsy 
for victims of  killings to 
ensure justice is given to all 
parties and to keep the 
society stable.

Speaking during the 
f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  a t  
U m u n g w a ,  E v a n g .  

Christian Ofoegbu of  the 
Church  o f  Niger ia ,  
Anglican Communion, 
St .  Stephens Par ish 
C h u r c h ,  U m u n g w a  
wa r n e d  t h a t  G o d ' s  
judgment would come 
upon evil-doers soon.

News Echo learnt that 
A b i a  S t a t e  P o l i c e  
Command gave  the  
family permission to bury 
their sons after the arrest 
o f  O j u k w u  a n d  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  
autopsy.
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From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Evang Christian Ofoegbu during the funeral service for the boys at the compound of Chima 
Osuagwu, Umungwa, Obowo LGA, Imo state.

The parents of the late Bright and Victory Chima during the funeral service of their two 
children murdered by suspected hired killers.

ABSU 400-level student jumps
to his death after smoking
hard drug

Police gun down notorious
armed robber, Fowlboy

Recovered items from the slain
armed robber
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hief  Timipre Sylva, 

Cthe Minister of  State 
f o r  P e t r o l e u m  

Resources, has revealed the 
only way Nigeria's economy 
can move forward.

According to Sylva, 
Nigeria needs to deregulate 
the downstream sector 
through market-driven 

 n ew  s t u dy  b y 

AS t a n d a r d 
Chartered has said 

Nigeria risks losing $34.3bn 
in annual export earnings if  
it does not cut carbon 
emissions in line with the 
net-zero plans of  the biggest 
multinational companies 
operating in the country. 

The study, titled 'Carbon 
D a t e d ' ,  wa s  d o n e  b y 
surveying 400 sustainability 
and supply chain experts at 
multinational companies 
across the globe. 

It assessed risks and 
opportunities for suppliers 
in  emerging and fas t -
growing markets as large 
companies transition to net 
zero. 

According to the survey, 
if  Nigeria fails to transition 
a l o n g s i d e  i t s  M N C 
partners, it risks a loss in 
export revenues of  up to 
$34.3bn. 

Other countries on the 
list were China, with the 
biggest potential loss of  
$512.3bn; India ($273.7bn) 
a n d  H o n g  K o n g 
($205.5bn). 

South Afr ica  i s  the 
second highest African 
country after Nigeria with 
$33.7bn of  exports at risk. 
Kenya is the third African 
nation on the list with 
$3.9bn in potential export 
loss. 

The study also said the 
current approach taken by 

MNCs could create a $1.6tn 
opportunity for the net-zero 
c l u b ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e 
b u s i n e s s e s  r e d u c i n g 
emissions in line with MNC 
net-zero plans. 

It was said that the 
results represented a major 
opportunity for net-zero-
focused suppliers across the 
12 markets in the study, but 
also quantified the potential 
losses to companies not 
embracing the net-zero 
transition.

According to the report, 
MNCs are exploring other 
ways to help their suppliers' 
transition to net zero. Some 
47 per cent of  them are 
offering preferred supplier 
status, identified as a sales 
advantage to sustainable 
suppliers, and 30 per cent 
are offering preferential 
pricing. 

Some MNCs were said 
to be going further by 
offering grants or loans to 
their suppliers to invest in 
reducing emissions at about 
18  pe r  cen t ,  fo r  da ta 
collection, about 13 per 
cent, and others said they 
would pay a premium of  
seven per cent on average 
for a product or service 
from a net-zero supplier. 

T h e  G r o u p  C h i e f  
Executive of  Standard 
Chartered, Bill Winters, 
said, “It's no surprise that as 
multinational companies 
transition to net-zero, they 
are starting to look to their 
suppliers to help. However, 
suppliers, especially those 
in  emerging and fas t -
growing markets, cannot go 
it alone. 

“ M N C s  n e e d  t o 
incentivise their suppliers to 

“It's a very desirable 
thing, but it's also not too 
sustainable because what 
happens is that you produce 
it for N10, you sell it for N5; 
tomorrow, you produce it 
again at N10, you add N5 
from somewhere, produce it 
again at N10 and sell it for 
another N5.

“So, the losses increase 

pricing of  products to boost 
its economy.

Sylva disclosed this in 
Abuja on Sunday.

He said, “I'll say that my 
stand on fuel subsidy and 
deregulation is well known. 
I strongly believe that for 
this country to move 
forward, for our economy to 

and compound on a daily 
b a s i s  a n d  t h o s e  
accumulated losses have 
brought us to where we are.”

The minister noted that 
subsidy was part of  the 
things that  made the 
refineries stop operating in 
the country.

He added, “Part of  the 
reasons why the refineries 
were not working is subsidy 
because a refinery that is 
producing something at a 
certain cost and selling at a 
loss, how can it sustain 
itself.

“Over the years, the 

make the progress it desires, 
we need to have a market-
driven pricing of  products.

“A situation where you 
produce something at a 
certain cost and you have to 
sell it at a lower cost to 
people because you're 
taking some of  that burden 
off  the people isn't the best.

help them kick start their 
transition journey, but 
g ove r n m e n t s  a n d  t h e 
financial sector have a role 
to play too by creating the 
right infrastructure and 
offering the necessary 
funding.” 

The Chief  Executive 

O f f i c e r  f o r  S t a n d a r d 
Chartered South Africa and 
Southern Africa, Kweku 
Bedu-Addo, said, “There is 
growing acceptance that 
decarbonisation is vital for 
the future of  the planet to 
remain hospitable as we 
have known it for millennia. 

refineries could not sustain 
themselves and all of  them 
died. So, if  you don't 
deregulate, you will find out 
that even the refineries, if  
you fix them today, cannot 
be commercially operated 
because the refineries need 
maintenance and they need 
to run.

“If  you are producing 
something and they are 
s e l l i n g  a t  a  c e r t a i n  
subsidised price, it cannot 
work. That is why you see 
that the sector is not 
growing at all.”
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Sylva reveals only way Nigeria's economy can move forward

Nigeria risks losing $34bn in annual export

earnings – Report
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valued amounts within two 
weeks from 20th April 2021, 
when the directives were issued.

The counsel expressed worry 
and dissatisfaction with the 
nonchalant attitudes of  the 
company in obeying the 
directives as it has bluntly 
refused to compensate the 
affected persons including his 
client as directed by the state 
government.

Also speaking, a widow with 
10 children, Mrs. Ngozi Ogo, 
who could not hold her tears, 
cried to the wife of  the governor 
and the government of  Ebonyi 
State that she has been deprived 
of  her means of  livelihood with 
her children, as her farmland has 
been destroyed due to the effects 
of  the activities of  the quarry 
mining in the area.

When contacted, the town 
union president, Ukwuagba 
autonomous community, Hon. 
Moses Eze advised the two 
parties to resolve the matter as 
directed by the state ministry of  
solid minerals, so as to avoid 
breach of  law and order in the 
community, stressing the need to 
avert the impending crisis in the 
area. 

All efforts to reach the 
management of  Master Rock 
Company Aguachi proved 
abortive as at the time of  filling 
this report.

the company and Aguachi 
Development Union Ngbo.

The counsel noted that the site 
manager insisted that unless the 
house was valued by the experts 
that he could not oblige to their 
request and as such, the matter 
was taken to the state ministry of  
solid minerals where the 
building was valued at four 
million five hundred and eleven 
thousand and fifty six naira, 
thereby directing the company 
to pay the stated amount to Mr. 
Ishiali and to also pay others 
who were also affected the 

spirited individuals to come to 
their aid.

The counsel to Mr.  Ishiali, 
Barr. Christopher Adagba Ajah 
said that the problem started 
since 2019 when he wrote a letter 
to the Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO) of  Master Rock Ltd, 
through the site manager quarry 
company Ngbo, requesting for 
the replacement of  his client's 7 
rooms and a parlor bungalow 
which was about to collapse as a 
result of  the effect of  blasting of  
rocks by the quarry miners, in 
line with the agreement between 

for compensation but the 
manager kept telling him that he 
could only compensate him on 
the ground of  relocation or until 
the total collapse of  the building.

Another victim whose house 
has collapsed due to the 
vibration from the blasting of  
stones in the mining site, Mr. 
Sampson Ishiali with his wife, 
Mrs. Mary Ishiali, narrating 
their ordeals, said that they have 
been rendered homeless as they 
currently sleep under the mango 
t r e e  a n d  c a l l e d  o n  t h e  
government and other good 

he victims of  quarry Tmining activities in 
Aguachi, Ukwuagba 

Ngbo of  Ohaukwu Local 
Government Area, Ebonyi State, 
have protested against the refusal 
o f  Mas te r  Rock  Quar r y  
C o m p a n y  t o  p a y  t h e m  
compensation of  their damaged 
properties as a result of  the 
activities of  the quarry miners in 
the community.

The people who were in their 
numbers with other residents of  
the community, blocked the 
entrance leading to the quarry 
site in their sad moods, chanting 
all kinds of  songs, demanding for 
government's closure of  the site 
if  they fail to comply with the 
directives initially given to them 
by the State Ministry of  Solid 
Minerals.

The people whose houses were 
destroyed as a result of  the 
activities of  the quarry miners, 
said that they would no longer 
tolerate the antics and wicked 
dispositions of  Master Rock 
Company towards  them,  
stressing that the negligence and 
indifferent nature of  the quarry 
company has become too 
cumbersome for them to bear 
any longer.

In an interview, Mr. Daniel 
Eze, whose house was about to 
collapse, explained that he had 
complained to the site manager 
on several occasions, requesting 
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Victims of quarry mining in Ebonyi community 
cry for help, protest non compensation 
of damaged properties

The victims of  quarry mining activities in Aguachi, Ukwuagba Ngbo of  Ohaukwu Local Government Area, 
Ebonyi State during their protest against the refusal of  Master Rock Quarry Company to pay them compensation 
of  their damaged properties as a result of  the activities of  the quarry miners in the community.
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ne of the newspaper reports over the incident in Imo had the headline: Uzodimma's power-drunk security aides brutalise PUNCH man 

Oover widows' protest. It reported that, government house policemen, on Monday arrested and manhandled the Imo State correspondent 
of The Punch Newspapers, Chidiebube Okeoma, for covering widows who were protesting unpaid six months' salary arrears. Narrating 

the incident, Okeoma said he was marched into the governor's office from where he was taken to the office of the Chief Security Officer in charge 
of the state Government House, Shaba Adamu, who ordered that he should be detained, but on a second thought, asked the journalist to explain 
what he was doing where the women were protesting. The policemen, who came in the company of thugs from the Owerri Capital Development 
Authority, slapped and punched the journalist before bundling him into their waiting vehicle. They also confiscated his mobile phones, power 
bank and threatened to shoot him if he dared say any word. The journalist said he had since reported the development to the state Commissioner of 
Police, Abutu Yaro, adding that the state Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Declan Emelumba, had apologised to him. In a press 
release signed by the state Publicity secretary of the Imo state chapter of the Peoples Democratic Party, Ogubundu Nwadike, the party condemned 
Governor Uzodimma's renewed war against the press and media. The PDP charged the governor to prosecute the bad eggs involved in persecuting 
the fourth estate of the real to book. The statement further termed the governor's administration a regime, with its undemocratic disposition and 
inclinations. Meanwhile Imo State Government in its reaction to the development has blatantly denied the incident. It even made a publication 
with the headline "No one beat Punch correspondent", the state Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Hon Declan Emelumba described 
Okeoma as an agent of the opposition who was in Government House for a sinister agenda and not for the practice of journalism.

his Party received the news with chagrin and consternation, and utterly condemns the Tattack and manhandling of  Mr. Chidiebube Okeoma, the Punch newspaper Correspondent 
in Imo State, by security operatives attached to Government House, Owerri on reason of  his 

performing his professional duty of  covering the peaceful protests by road sweepers in the employ 
of  the Government of  Imo State, who recently were protesting for the governor to pay them their 
salaries which has run into many months of  unpaid arrears. Our Party sees nothing wrong with 
newsmen covering such a significant event. The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in Imo State 
condemns in the strongest terms the continuation of  the war against the press and media in the 
State by Governor Hope Uzodimma, with his aides and agents. This Party, therefore, charges the 
governor to end the attacks, and allow freedom of  the press to blossom in Imo State. This Party 
notes sadly the huge catalogue of  incidences of  abuses, insults and physical assault and battery 
visited upon press and media operators and operatives in the State by the current regime since it 
assumed office. The Party wants a final full stop to be put to all such acts that expose the 
undemocratic disposition and inclinations of  the Uzodimma regime. Imo PDP asserts that the 
strange insecurity and catastrophically high level of  bad leadership and bad governance in Imo 
State since 2020 demands the intensification of  the work of  the press and media in the State, to keep 
the members of  the public in steady information and awareness of  the running and working of  the 
government, and the colossal failure of  the Uzodimma regime. Therefore, instead of  intimidating 
the gentlemen of  the press, the regime should device genuine ways of  accommodating and 
encouraging them in the line of  their duties and responsibilities to the society. In this era of  
insecurity, journalists covering events concerning the government should be provided adequate 
safety and security, and not bullying and bashing them. This Party feels that beyond the purported 
apology by the State Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Hon Declan Emelumba, to the 
abused and insulted Okeoma, the governor should expose the perpetrators of  such uncivilized 
conducts in this age and time. The culprits should be duly prosecuted and brought to justice by 
Governor Uzodimma for hampering and hindering the fourth estate of  the realm from performing 
its constitutionally stipulated duties and responsibilities. Imo PDP urges all to whom it may 
concern to allow freedom of  the press to be upheld and practised in Imo State!

hidiebube Okeoma was questioned by the police for failure to properly identify 

Chimself  after he was caught filming restricted areas of  Government House, long 

after the protesters had dispersed. Okeoma is an agent of  the opposition who was 

in Government House for a sinister agenda and not for the practice of  journalism. I never 

apologized to Okeoma for being interrogated by policemen, rather for claiming that he 

was beaten. When Okeoma called me on phone to report the incident, I promised to get 

back to him after investigations, but that as a human being, I said that if  his account was 

correct, he was sorry about it. "From his skewed and jaundiced report, it is obvious that 

the man has an agenda which is to rubbish the efforts of  the government to restore peace in 

Imo State. He is obviously working for those stoking the security crisis. Chidiebube 

Okeoma claimed that he was accosted by policemen in OCDA vehicle, the headline read 

that he was brutalized by Uzodimma security operatives. The commissioner disclosed 

that investigations showed that the protesters had long gone when Okeoma was caught in 

restricted areas of  government house and that even when he was accosted, he failed to 

produce his ID card. It is curious that of  all the journalists who covered the protesters, 

none was molested, except the Punch correspondent. It is also bewildering that someone 

who claims to be a journalist could neither produce his ID card, nor comport himself  in a 

dignified manner. The truth is that he belongs to a breakaway faction of  NUJ that is 

working for the opposition. He contrived and orchestrated the entire saga to taint the 

image of  government. Nobody actually molested him. The five thousand naira was for 

transport fare as requested by the journalist who has now turned it into a blackmail 

weapon. The government of  Imo state has a very high regard for journalists and would 

therefore not obstruct the performance of  their lawful duties.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Chidiebube Okeoma’s travail: Imo govt, opposition
PDP, trade words over “persecution” of journalist

Uzodimma's regime persecutes

Imo Journalists - PDP

NwadikeNwadikeNwadike EmelumbaEmelumbaEmelumba

Okeoma wasn't beaten, he works
for the opposition - Emelumba
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striker suggests that is not 
enough and the Head of  
State should be approached 
on issues affecting former 
players.

“Now they said they gave 
us houses after 27 years, are 
we supposed to be jumping 
u p ? ”  S i a s i a  p o s e d  a 
question.

“I am not happy, I don't 

know if  [President] Buhari 
does not watch TV or does 
not know what is going on, 
or  i f  [Spor ts  Minis ter 
Sunday Dare] is afraid to 
approach him, as published 
by goal.com.

“He is a person, you can 
approach him if  things like 
this happen.”

Eguavoen and Wilfred 
Agbonavbare (Deceased).

Others are Uche Okafor 
(Deceased), Thompson 
Oliha (Deceased), Stephen 
Keshi (Deceased), Christian 
Chukwu, Dr Akin Amao, 
Stephen Edema, Col. A 
A s i e l u e  a n d  B . 
Aromasodun.

However, the former 

their houses already.
Those who are entitled to 

get the houses are Peter 
Rufai ,  Alloy Agu, Ike 
S h o r o u n m u ,  U c h e 
Okechukwu, Siasia, Efan 
Ekoku, Sunday Oliseh, 
Benedic t  I roha ,  I saac 
Semitoje, Mutiu Adepoju, 
E m m a n u e l  A m u n i k e, 
Vic tor  Ikpeba,  Aust in 

arcelona are Bp u s h i n g  f o r 
Lionel Messi to 

sign a new contract 
before his current deal 
runs out on 1 July.

Contrary to reports, 
not everything has 
been agreed, but in the 

x - N i g e r i a n Ei n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Yakubu Adamu, 

h a s  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  i n 
Germany for allegedly 
s e t t i n g  a  h o u s e  i n 
C h e m n i t z  o n  f i r e , 
according to a report by 
Bild (via Germany-in24).

Adamu, who spent a 
year in the Bundesliga with 
St. Pauli in the early 2000s, 
i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e 
committed the crime after 

he was seen exiting the 
building about the time it 
went up in flames.

The one-cap Super 
Eagles defender could go to 
jail if  convicted of  arson.

Adamu played academy 
football for the youth team 
of  Ranchers Bees and later 
Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
before his talent earned 
him a move to Germany, 
where he joined lower 
l e a g u e  s i d e  S G 

Wattenscheid 09.
St Pauli snapped him up 

in 2001. He spent two 
memorable years with the 
League Privateers before 
taking in less impressive 
spells at Schalke 04 II, 
G e r m a n i a  G l a d b e c k , 
Chemnitzer FC, and FSV 
Zwickau.

The big burly defender 
earned his solitary Super 
Eagles appearance under 
then-head coach Augustine 
Eguavoen,  as  Niger ia 
defeated Jamaica 2-0 in an 
inter nat ional  f r iendly 

match in May 2004.
He retired from active 

football  in 2014 after 
another shor t  t ime at 
Germania Gronau.

Adamu's run-ins against 
the law, however, began in 
2018 when he admitted to 
injuring his ex-girlfriend 
and was fined 600 euros.

Last year, the former 
center-back was accused of  
stealing alcohol from a 
s u p e r m a r k e t ,  b u t  h e 
escaped with a nine-month 
s u s p e n d e d  s e n t e n c e, 
according to reports.

past 24 hours the club 
has raised the level of  
urgency  shown in 
previous weeks, with a 
desire to announce the 
agreement before the 
start of  next month.

Messi ' s  contract 
r e n e w a l  i s  n e w 

p r e s i d e n t  J o a n 
L a p o r t a ' s  m a i n 
priority and he is 
c u r r e n t l y 
n e g o t i a t i n g  i t 
directly with Messi's 
f a t h e r  a n d 
representative, Jorge 
Messi.

– yes I have an American 
passport but I played for 
Nigeria – if  I was like 
Michael  Jordan,  [ the 
American government] 
w o u l d  t a k e  i t  u p o n 
themselves.

“ T h e  N i g e r i a n 
government has not done 
well when it comes to my 
case.”

R e c e n t l y ,  t h e 
government approved the 
p r o m i s e  m a d e  o f  
rewarding the 1994 Super 
Eagles squad with houses.

Following a memo by 
Minister of  Works and 
Housing, Babatunde Raji 
F a s h o l a ,  P r e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
approved the allocations in 
their states of  preference, 
noting that six players and 
three members of  the 
technical crew received 

x - N i g e r i a Ei n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
Samson Siasia, has 

hit out at the government 
for  abandoning the i r 
legends in their time of  
need.

The former  s t r iker 
played for the Super Eagles 
from 1984-1999, making a 
total of  51 appearances 
and scoring 16 goals in the 
process.

He was among the 
players who won the 1994 
Africa Cup of  Nations title 
and has also had two stints 
as a coach of  the national 
team.

Despite his sacrifices, 
t h e  n ow  5 3 - ye a r - o l d 
believes he is not getting 
what he deserves and was 
neglected by his country.

“I am a legend, I have 
played, broke my leg for 
this country, and also 
coached,” Siasia said as 
quoted by AllAfrica.

“If  I played for America 

eports in Turkey Rsay talks are going 
o n  b e t w e e n 

S i v a s s p o r  a n d 
representatives of  Super 
E a g l e s  m i d f i e l d e r , 
Oghenekaro Etebo.

Sivasspor manager has 
set his sights on landing 
the Nigeria midfielder, 
who featured on loan at 
Galatasaray last season.

The Turkish Super Lig 
club, who finished outside 
t h e  To p - 4  t h i s  p a s t 
campaign with Nigeria 
s t r i k e r  O l a r e n w a j u 
Kayode, are considering a 
permanent or loan deal for 
the hard working Etebo.

The  fo r mer  War r i 
Wolves star has a contract 
w i t h  E n g l a n d 
Championship side Stoke 
City till 2023.

He has also played at 
Getafe in Spain on loan.

Siasia blasts government for negligence

Sivasspor begin
transfer talks with
Etebo

Barcelona steps up
Messi contract talks

Super Eagles defender arrested in Germany,
risks jail time

EteboEteboEtebo

Siasia

Messi

AdamuAdamuAdamu
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ormer Real Madrid B Fm i d f i e l d e r  M u t i u 
Adepoju has hailed 

David Alaba's move from 
Bayern Munich to the Spanish 
giants, but added that the 
Austrian of  Nigerian descent 
will be highly missed at the 
Allianz Arena. 

Alaba will join Real Madrid 
on July 1 after he signed a five-
year contract 

The defender left Bayern 
this summer after spending his 
entire professional career 
playing for the Rekordmeister. 

In an interview, the 29-year-
old opened up on his decision 
to join Los Blancos. 

“I have my thoughts, and 
Real Madrid was top of  my list, 
so I decided to go there. 

“It (transfer speculation) is 
motivation. Motivation for all 
the players who are linked with 
certain teams in the Premier 
League or other clubs. They 
can represent themselves here 
at this tournament so it's extra 
motivation actually rather than 
a distraction.”

A l a b a ' s  c o n t r a c t 
renegotiation talks will go 
down as one of  the worst in 
Bayern's history and Adepoju, 
while speaking with newsmen, 
said the defender would be 
greatly missed by the Germans. 

“Alaba is a great player and 

he had served Bayern for many 
years while he was young. 

“He wants a change of  
env i ronment  and  a  new 
challenge and he opted for 
Madrid who are one of  the 
greatest clubs in the world. 
These things happen in football 
as we all see Sergio Ramos also 
leaving for free. 

“Though they (Bayern) 

ustin Eguavoen has 

Asaid he was inspired to 
lead the home-based 

Super Eagles out for the friendly 
against Mexico 'is a challenge 
'for him, but not a risk.

E g u av o e n  w h o  i s  t h e 
technical director of  the Nigeria 
Football Federation will be on 
the bench when Nigeria takes 
on the Mexicans in the United 
States later next month, due to 
the absence of  Joseph Yobo.

Eguavoen last trained the 
national team when he was 
appointed as the head coach of  
the under-23 football team in 
August 2010, but resigned after 
failing to secure the Olympic 
tickets.

Speaking on his return to the 
dugout, the former Super 
Eagles right-back insisted that it 
wasn't a risk to accept the 
challenge.

“It's not a risk, I'm the head 
of  the technical department, so 
if  there is no coach in place, it's 
my duty to step. And if  your 
employers give you directives, 

you can't say no. “He said.
M e a n w h i l e ,  A u s t i n 

Eguavoen has dropped five 
players from the 25-man squad 
and the 23 players are expected 
to leave Nigeria for the United 
States next week, according to 
reports. 

helsea are in position 

Cto sign Jules Kounde 
f rom Sev i l l a  th i s 

summer.
According to reports in 

Seville, Chelsea are ahead of  
Manchester United and PSG, 
to sign Kounde.

The report added that 
interested clubs would have to 
p a y  u p w a r d s  o f  € 6 5 m 
(£55 .9m)  to  secure  the 
services of  the 22-year-old, 
who was believed to be the 
subject of  an offer from 
Manchester City last summer.

Kounde was impressive 
for Sevilla in the LaLiga 
during the 2020-21 season.

The defender played 49 
games in all competitions for 
Sevilla, scoring four goals and 
providing one assist.

he  Confedera t ion  o f  TAfrican Football (CAF) 
says there is the need for 

the media to be free to report 
matches on the continent without 
fear or favour.

Alexandre  S iewe,  CAF's 
Director of  Communications, in a 
statement said football authorities 
on the continent must therefore 
take appropriate actions to ensure 

the independence of  the media.
“ C A F  r e a f f i r m s  t h e 

independence of  the media to 
report on matches without fear or 
favour.

“There must be respect for the 
media working areas, as well as 
the protection of  journalists 
covering matches,” he said.

The CAF official stated that the 
Confederation noted an incident 
which took place on Wednesday 
during the Ghana Premier League 
fixture between Asante Kotoko 

and Karela United.
During the match, supporters 

entered the media working area 
and got involved in a physical 
s c u f f l e  w i t h  a  m e d i a 
representative, Andy Abraham 
Mantey.

“CAF condemns the incident 
and calls for respect of  media 
working areas and also protection 
of  journalists covering matches.

“We want the local authorities 
to take appropriate actions,” he 
said.

never wanted him to leave, they 
can't force him to stay. I can bet 
that they will definitely miss 
him because he is a great player 
and Madrid just made one of  
t h e  b i g g e s t  s i g n i n g s  i n 
football.” 

Alaba's Austria crashed out 
of  the ongoing Euro 2020 
championship on Saturday 
following a 2-1 defeat to Italy. 
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In my own thinking
With Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Solution to every 
problem is through 
your consciousness 

 think it is the book of  IEcclesiastics that declared 
that there is a time for 

everything. In addition to the 
other things he mentioned there 
is a time to plant and a time to 
reap. Looking around, you will 
notice we are in the season of  
fresh foods. Some two or three 
month back we were engaged in 
tilling the soil and according to 
the age long saying the hand that 
worked must eat. 

And here we are eating the 
fruits of  our labour. There is 
fresh corn, fresh pumpkin leaves, 
fresh okro, fresh pepper, fresh 
fruits, other fresh leaves etc. The 
irony is that while many of  us are 
struggling to pick these foods for 
consumption, how many of  us 
were actually involved in 
growing them or knows how to 
grow them? The times have 
indeed changed. When I walk 
pass some of  these foods in the 
market or wherever it is sampled 
it takes my mind back to the child 
hood days as I recall how we 
were  g rowing  them and  
espec ia l ly  how they  a re  
consumed.

The foods grown in our land 
with their medicinal and 
nutritional properties represent 
nature's direct and sure response 
to our health challenges if  only 
we understand how to apply 
them. They are like spare parts to 
fix our health issues. If  you are 
constantly eating the foods that 
are grown in each period you will 
align yourself  with the vibration 
and nature of  the environment 
you find yourself.

It is not for nothing that nature 
itself  provided us with different 
kinds of  food supplies in 
different areas. Our forebears 
very close to nature respected 
these cycles and enjoyed the 
benefits of  longevity. Nothing 
stops us from dropping our 
a r t i f i c i a l  a n d  s o  c a l l e d  
sophisticated lifestyle which 
only impairs our health situation 

and queue up behind nature. It is 
the season of  fresh food.

As a strict vegetarian of  over 
thirty years I can vouch that there is 
virtue in patronizing nature 
especially natural foods. It can 
guarantee you stable health which 
contributes to your overall  
happiness and well-being. This is 
one of  the best seasons for me 
because the foods (varieties) 
abound. Consumption of  large 
quantities of  fresh fruits which 
come cheap at this time can pass for 
me a good meal. 

Combination of  varieties like 
pineapple, orange juices spiced 
with ginger, garlic, turmeric and 
other additives boosts your vitamin 
C which also helps you to fence off  
possible cold arising from the cold 
weather the season provides. Can 
you imagine the wisdom of  God? It 
is a delight to relish sour sop, 
avocado pear, mango, orange, 
pineapple, and vegetables like 

green, waterleaf, ugu leaf, uziza, 
etc. I am never a fan of  fast foods 
and fast lives.  

As I reflect I recall what is 
missing in my life and may be those 
of  others who travelled the same 
route like me. That was the era 
when there were no fast food joints 
and no fertilizers. The fertilizer 
then was purely organic, from 
animal dungs like goats, sheep, and 
fowls. Food was grown and eaten 
in its pure natural form. The food I 
patronized most was more in form 
of  pepper soups. They come either 
as yam pepper soup or cocoyam 
pepper soup, ordinary soup in 
liquid form made with garden egg, 
ugbogiri pepper soup etc. They are 
usually cooked with local spices, 
(uda, uzizzanchianwu, utazietc) 
and some kind of  fish for good 
taste. 

I am sure I am not wetting 
anybody's appetite. They are 
served hot and after each meal the 

perspiration and the blowing of  nose 
will make you drink enough water. 
The evidence of  the food in our body 
is instantly seen in our distended 
stomach. In those days these foods 
are grown behind the house in the 
garden and are very handy any 
moment. They come in different 
varieties, fresh and last only in the 
short period it is grown. 

Some are easily perishable like 
garden egg leaves and sadly up till 
now there is yet no known technology 
to preserve these foods. Except one 
goes to the hinterland some of  these 
foods have become scarce. The reason 
is understandable. Some of  the young 
men have deserted the villages and 
our parents have grown weak and 
feeble. Besides, the lands have 
disappeared in some places as they 
have been displaced by modernity as 
exemplified in buildings. 

In most places you visit one can 
hardly see the usual back-house 

ga
r d e
n ( m g b
a l a )  commonl
y owned by women. People now 
build their houses and wall it off. 
The best you can see are flower 
decorations that provide no food 
values. The missing mgbalas are 
where any woman can run to pick 
some items to prepare food at any 
time. In those days it was an 
unwritten rule and a thing of  pride 
that every woman owned a back 
garden. Food was always ready at 
the shortest of  efforts.

Our mother's mgbala for sure 
represents a store house of  food on 
the go. A well-equipped garden 
would contain such things planted 
as pepper, garden egg, corn, 
cocoyam, ugu, yam, ugbogiri, 
scent-leaf  (nchianwu) etc. It is 
lamentable that we have quietly 
lost so much in our culture. When I 
v i s i t  c o m mu n i t i e s  i n  t h e  
hinterland indirectly I nose around 
to see if  there is any place I can still 
find yam barns even among the 
Eze's.

 It is hard to see any and that is a 
reflection of  the extent we have 
relegated agriculture in our land. I 
feel guilty that even my mum's 
garden and my dad's yam barn 
exist only in the memories now. 
Now that the consciousness in 
agriculture is returning gradually 
among the people we may be on 
our path to self-recovery once 
more if  we demonstrate some 
seriousness.

It is very important to take a 
break at some moments to 
romance nature. We have been so 
immersed in artificial lifestyles 
and activities including our food 
c o n s u m p t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  
consequently destabilized our 
reality. As much as we can find 
time and even through hired 
labour we can go back to the lands. 
There is a joy, immense joy at that 
tilling the ground and later 
enjoying the fruit of  your labour. If  
we had sustained the subsistence 
farming of  old during which many 
farmed irrespective of  vocation, 
we would have been better off  in 
food supplies 

It is time for fresh food. 
Everything occurs at its rightful 
time. It is proper and justified to 
follow the food that grows in each 
season. That is Divine Providence 
method to avail us with good 
health. Enjoy it while it lasts.

Aligning with nature in a 
season of fresh foods

Fresh vegetables

ABSU 400-level student
jumps to his death after
smoking hard drug

Police gun down notorious
armed robber, Fowlboy
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