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t has long been identified that Ione of the greatest challenges 
Nigeria is grappling with is 

the issue of poor leadership. The 
consequences of this challenge are 
very manifest everywhere you go 
(apologies to Mtn). Nigeria is 
resourceful in both human and 
material resources. What has been 
lacking is the ability to harness and 
take advantage of these God given 
resources to improve the quality of 
our lives.

As a result there is huge 
unemployment. There is no 
planning to absorb the teeming 
youths that we churn out from our 
institutions annually which run 
into millions. Unemployment was 
once  descr ibed  by  for mer  
President Olusegun Obasanjo as a 
time bomb waiting to happen. 
Looking around, the reason for 
that warning is already with us.

The youths have been described 
as the leaders of tomorrow but the 
present actions of current leaders 
have not been able to guarantee 
that there is any future for the 
young men drawing from the 
experiences of the moment. If the 
past leaderships have had the 
youths in mind in their activities it 
is clear that the present agonies of 
the youths would not be there.

The youths constitute over 60% 
of the population. They are more 
exposed, more forward looking 
consequent on their exposure to 
information technology and 
modern life and so are in tune with 
the expected realities. They are 
very much aware of  their  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  
government. Many of them who 
cannot resist the 'evil carrot' 
dangled before them as a result of 
lack and poverty fall easy prey and 
providing themselves a willing 
tool in the hands of politicians.

The country's malaise grows 
with each succeeding government. 
It is on record that no succeeding 
government has fared better than 

its predecessor and in like manner 
the woes of the people continue to 
mount with greater number of 
youths being on the receiving end. 
It is therefore not difficult to 
understand the reason for the 
spontaneous Endsars protest that 
engulfed the country during which 
youths spoke with one voice.

It was a protest against bad 
governance. However, the reason 
for that protest has continued to 
manifest. Indeed nothing has 
changed. During the Endsars 
protest a lot of public properties 
were torched and destroyed across 
the country and many of the public 
office holders went into hiding to 
save their lives.

In Imo State it would appear that 
the protest may have taken another 
twist what with the burning of the 
homes of some serving and past 
leaders. For instance, the country 
home of the Imo Commissioner 
for Information was burnt down 
by unknown arsonists and in less 
than two weeks, that of  a 
legislator and the immediate past 
commissioner for justice and 
attorney general followed suit.

The Imo State governor Senator 
Hope Uzodimma became the first 
casualty when his country home 
was also burnt down.  We strongly 
frown at this series of damages 
against public office holders. We 
call upon our security operatives to 
step up action in arresting the 
perpetrators of these mayhems 
and bring them to book as a 
deterrent.

We appeal to the youths to adopt 
grievances procedure to channel 
any misgivings that they may have. 
Besides, we must restate that good 
governance is the sure recipe to 
avoid restiveness and issues of this 
nature. Those in authority should 
focus on improving the lot of the 
people, engage more youths into 
governance, create employment 
opportunities and develop the 
society meaningfully.  
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when they were together, it is 
therefore incontrovertible that 
Ndigbo contributed immensely in 
making the North ascend to 
power and had made sacrifices for 
peace which enabled them to foist 
the i r  hegemony on  o ther  
Nigerians. Put differently, it is by 
the making of  Ndigbo that it 
became possible for the North to 
capture and sustain political 
power at the federal level. And 
what did Ndigbo get in return 
from Arewa people? Did Arewa 
appreciate the alliance with 
Ndigbo when they still hold us 
with contempt and disdain and 
massacre us at the slightest 
religious uprising? How can Igbos 
be happy with Arewa or continue 
with an alliance which pays them 
in bad coins?  Arewa could not 
have assumed leadership in the 
second Republic if  Ndigbo did not 
come to their rescue through Zik 
and NPP. 

As we can see, the signs that 
Arewa  was  no t  go ing  to  
reciprocate Igbo supports first 
emerged immediately after the 
January 1966 military coup when 
they falsified the event and 
accused Igbos of  being its 
masterminds probably because an 
Igbo man became the Head of  
government. But contrary to what 
Arewa want their youths to 
believe, facts as published by 
N a i r a  l a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
(reproduced below) prove that the 
coup was organized by 14 
soldiers, including 5 Northerners 
and there was no single soldier of  
South East origin amongst them. 
Of  the 14 mutineers, 5 were 
Arewa, 4 Yorubas and 5 Mid-
Westerners among who were 
Nzeogwu and Ifeajuna who were 
Igbos. My argument is this, if  not 
for outright mischief, how could 
the participation of  two Igbo 
soldiers from Mid-West out of  the 
14 be interpreted as being an Igbo 
coup?

On a final note, Arewa should 
bear in mind that Nigerians have 
received different degrees of  
i n j u r i e s  f r o m  t h e i r  
m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  
squandering of  political goodwill. 
The Middle Belt people who were 
used as soldiers in the civil war 
against Igbos are today biting their 
fingers in utmost regret. Ndigbo 
who helped them to grab political 
power and sustain it are licking 
their wounds. Other ethnic groups 
are watching the Arewa tradition 
with equanimity. However, Arewa 
still has a chance to right the 
wrongs meted to Nigerians. 
Buhari's presidency will end in 
two years time. Arewa therefore 
has two years period of  grace to 
turn to a new leaf. And that has to 
start with an unreserved apology 
to Ndigbo.

inconclusive elections. It was by 
the political dexterity of  Zik that 
NPC and NCNC agreed that 
Action Group and NCNC which 
boycotted the elections should do 
so and this made it possible for 
them to participate in forming the 
broad based government later.

Nigerians are also witnesses to 
the politics of  the second Republic 
in 1979. During the impasse of  the 
controversial 12:2/3 case, it 
dawned on the victorious Shagari 
NPN that it lacked the required 
major i ty  in  the  Nat iona l  
Assembly to run a government. 
This is because NPN won 36 out 
of  95 Senate seats and 168 out of  
449 House of  Representatives 
seats. Again, Zik and NPP 
resolved the impasse so that the 
second Republic could take off. 
According to Paul Unongo who 
was the National Secretary of  the 
par ty,  "NPP had to  take  
constitutional steps necessary to 
protect the integrity of  the nation 
and democracy". The result was 
an alliance between NPP and 
NPN which made it possible for 
the second Republic to take off  
under the leadership of  Alhaji 
Shehu Shagari 

Now, going by the glowing 
tributes which Maitama Sule paid 
to Zik, the late leader of  Ndigbo 

parties to form an alliance. 
If  they did, they would be able 

to form the government. But some 
well meaning people waded into 
the crisis. They said, look if  you 
do that, you will elbow out the 
North and the North might think 
of  breaking away from the 
country”. It was at that stage, 
according to him that Zik was 
reminded of  his contributions 
towards Nigeria's independence 
and was consequently persuaded 
to back out if  he did not want 
Nigeria to break up. In his own 
words “Zik did the right thing, he 
agreed to enter into an alliance 
with the NPC. He agreed to 
surrender the prime ministership 
with the executive powers to the 
NPC. 

That saved the country again”. 
Ndigbo, through Zik also saved 
the nation a second time after the 
controversial general elections of  
1964 which were boycotted by 
NCNC and Action Group. 
Already the NPC had claimed 
victory in our usual dubious 
manner, but Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, 
who, as the President and who 
had the responsibility to invite the 
leader of  the victorious party to 
form the government declined to 
do so as  Nigeria  became 
ungovernable owing to the 

instead of  Arewa to listen to the 
cries of  marginalization by 
Ndigbo, their political allies, 
Arewa turned round in mockery. 
This is the regret of  Igbos today 
because the consensus opinion is 
that we would have fared well in 
Nigeria if  our founding political 
leaders had aligned with the 
Yoruba to edge Arewa out of  
power and Nigeria. Nevertheless, 
Ndigbo will take consolation in 
the testimony of  Alhaji Maitama 
Sule which cleared Ndigbo of  any 
wrong doings in Nigeria where he 
warned against what we are 
witnessing today. It was quite 
prophetic. 

According to the Daily Sun of  
Tuesday, 4th July 2017, Maitama 
Sule spoke of  how Ndigbo 
contributed to Nigeria's unity and 
saved the nation by allowing the 
North to rule, following the crises 
that trailed the 1959 and 1964 
general elections. The late sage 
and  for mer  Chai r man o f  
Northern Elders Forum, NEF 
gave this shocking testimony: “In 
1959, after the Independence 
elections, no party had the overall 
majority to enable it form a 
government alone. But the NPC 
had more seats than Action 
Group or NCNC. People started 
talking or urging the two Southern 

onestly speaking, Ndigbo Hare living in perilous 
times in Nigeria. This is 

because of  the hatred Arewa 
people are exhibiting to Ndigbo.  
They deride and make a mockery 
of  us. Seriously, Ndigbo are 
lamenting as a people. This would 
not have mattered if  the prevailing 
level of  hatred of  Ndigbo by 
Arewa had occurred immediately 
after the civil war during the 
Shagari administration. Perhaps, 
it would have been accepted as a 
consequence of  war. Curiously, 
this brazen hatred was not even 
exhibited by any of  the regimes 
both military and civilian since 
1970 until the present APC 
administration. This is currently 
the worry in Igbo land and 
everyone is full of  apprehension. 

This is because instead of  
waning 51 years after the Nigerian 
civil war, the contempt of  Arewa 
people against Ndigbo is rather 
gathering momentum. This much 
was reinforced by President 
Buhari's venom on Ndigbo in his 
famous interview with Arise TV 
on June 10. It is quite astonishing 
that Mr. President, the presumed 
father of  the nation could publicly 
betray such levels of  hatred 
towards Igbo people,  thus 
reminding us of  the long held 
conviction that the North needs to 
render an unreserved apology to 
us for betraying our age long 
alliance. 

Since the creation of  Nigeria 
and particularly starting from the 
Independence period, the history 
of  political partnership between 
Ndigbo and Arewa bears several 
incontrovertible evidence to prove 
that Arewa was able to grab 
federal power and sustain it with 
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  I g b o s .  
Unfor tunately,  contrary to 
expectations, Igbos has nothing to 
show as gains for the partnership. 
Rather than reciprocate, Arewa 
have remained in the forefront of  
persecuting Ndigbo starting with 
the false accusations about the 
January 1966 coup, genocide, 
levying of  war, marginalization in 
federal recruitments, etc. 

And there is no abominable 
name that Arewa have not given to 
Ndigbo. It got so bad that Ndigbo 
were given a three months period 
of  grace in 2017 to quit the north. 
Currently, they have embarked on 
campaigns for a referendum to 
expel Igbos from Nigeria. It is 
unfortunate that Arewa people 
have forgotten so soon that their 
political patriarchs were initially 
reluctant to belong in Nigeria 
owing to their suspicion that the 
South would dominate them. To 
allay their fears, Ndigbo political 
leaders in the first Republic had to 
pamper them to remain in Nigeria. 

It is therefore an irony that 
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ife is a complex that can Lbe simplified by those 
who are ready and 

willing for such adventure. It is a 
mystery that can be demystified 
by earnest seekers who paid the 
right price for the right purpose 
at the right time. Life is a bud of  
uncertainty - and every phase is 
full of  problems. Problems are 
integral parts of  the living 
process. They define life and 
make it worth living.

Everyone has problem(s) but 
some have more problems than 
others. As long as we live, we 
cannot run away from problems. 
Whether we know it or not, 
whether we accept it or deny it, 
we live with our problem(s).

T h e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  
between us is our understanding 
of  a problem and what we make 
of  it. A problem may be an 
opportunity at different points in 
a line or to different people at the 
same time or different time and 
space. This is why someone's 
pain may be another person's 
gain.

Invariably,  we l ive in 
proportion to the problems we 
have and the solutions we 
provide. We can get the best out 
of  the problem when we probe 
for solutions – real solutions. In 
other words, there is no problem 
without a solution especially to 
everyone that sees the problem as 
opportunity in disguise.

A problem can be anything 
or  s i tuat ion regarded as  
unwelcome or harmful and 
needing to be dealt with and 
overcome. It can be a question 
raised for inquiry, consideration, 
or solution; a source of  
perplexity, distress, or vexation; 
a difficulty in understanding or 
accepting something. It can 
mean complication, dilemma, 
dispute, obstacle, trouble, a 
challenge or life-taking issue!

The common feature of  
every problem is that it distorts 
the comfort equilibrium, affects 
the mindset and leads to 
realignment and adjustment. It 
takes away resources, energy and 
time. It brings about worry and 
unrest, sometimes leading to 
emotional disturbances and 
psychological defects.

There can be as many causes 
of  problems as the number of  
problems themselves. Critically, 
every problem has its unique 
cause and peculiarity. An in-
depth analysis through proper 
diagnosis will reveal the cause of  
the problem. However, every 
problem has the seed of  its 
solution within it so when and 
where the cause is rightly known; 
the solution would not be 
farfetched. In other words, a 
problem well diagnosed is half  

solved.
The problem we solve will 

make us prominent in addition 
to making us rich and wealthy. 
Yes, the only secret to wealth 
creation is problem solving. 
Solve a common problem and 
you will become rich. To create 
wealth, solve problems; to 
become wealthy, solve more 
problems. Discover a need and 
fill it - and in time. Time and 
space determine the outcome. 
Timely right action is the best 
approach.

In problem management, 
perception is the key. Those who 
perceive a problem as a challenge 
that must be overcome do better 
than those who see the problem 
as a difficulty to brood over. 
Except death, there is no 
problem without a solution. 

Therefore, when faced with a 
problem, however tough,  
embrace it from a winner's 
mindset. 

Probe to know the what, 
where, why and how of  the 
problem. Look at the timing and 
see if  there is any peculiarity, 
semblance or happenstance and 
then search for the reasons for 
the occurrence. A critical 
analysis would provide some 
answers or a lead way to finding 
a real solution.

Problem solving puts us into 
an active state. It activates our 
potential and causes us to think 
both with the box and without 
the box. A tough problem can 
birth an abstract thinking that 
may bring about creation or 
recreation.

Providing solutions to 

problems is the best path to a life 
of  success. And the bigger the 
problem, the more the benefits. 
Therefore, face your problems, 
seek solutions and provide 
feasible and practical solutions 
for them. Embrace that difficult 
situation and turn it around for 
better. Eat the frog very well.

There are many strategies 
that can make solving a problem 
fun and more efficient. Two 
psychologically important ones 
are algorithms and heuristics. 
Others include abstraction, 
analogy, brainstorming, divide 
and conquer, hypothesis testing, 
lateral thinking, means-ends 
a n a ly s i s ,  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  
analysis, and proof. Choose and 
use the one that suits you at every 
given time. You can switch from 
one strategy to another or even 

a d o
p t  

m o r e  
than one 

strategy to 
s o l v e  a  

p r o b l e m .  W h a t  
matters is the result.

The problem we 
solve is the only thing 
that can make us 
relevant in society. 
The lives we touch 
positively with our 
solutions are the real 
continuity factor we 
c a n  b e q u e a t h  
m a n k i n d .  T h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  
monuments we build 
in solving problems 
wi l l  remain our  
lasting legacies.

A p a r t  f r o m  
m a k i n g  o n e  
prominent, problem 
solving equips for 
p e r p e t u a l  
y o u t h f u l n e s s  
inherent only in 
creative fecundity. 
When we go out to 
solve problems, we 
prepare ourselves for 
intensive research, 
the process of  which 

broadens our scope and sharpens 
our horizon with radical thought 
processes that keep us active and 
alert on the continuum of  
imaginative ideation. With every 
imagination our system is 
energized which is a boost for 
good health.

It is better to be the person 
that solves problems. It pays to 
solve problems. Solve your 
problems and also try to solve 
o ther  people ' s  problems.  
Triumph over that problem. You 
will gain many things when you 
solve problems. You will be 
celebrated when you overcome 
challenges. 

Strive to make complex 
things simple. Give hope to 
people. Be a repository of  
confidence. Live in such a way 
that your name rings a bell, your 
presence commands respect and 
reassures peace.  Be the soothing 
balm.

Endeavour to liberate the 
captive and those in bondage. Be 
a people-orientated person, add 
value to life and make the world 
a better place.  Look for 
opportunity in that obstacle and 
you would get pearls from pains.

Perception changes things 
and makes the difference but 
action produces results. What we 
do with our problems, and how 
we do them, matters. See that 
problem as a golden opportunity 
to turn your situation and life 
around for better. Probe yourself  
and tackle the problem. Do the 
needful and in time. This way, 
you will get benefits from 
problems.

“

“

Wickedness darkens our world

Benefit of problems

There are many strategies that can make solving a problem fun 
and more efficient. Two psychologically important ones are 

algorithms and heuristics. Others include abstraction, analogy, 
brainstorming, divide and conquer, hypothesis testing, lateral 
thinking, means-ends analysis, morphological analysis, and 

proof. Choose and use the one that suits you at every given time. 
You can switch from one strategy to another or even adopt more 
than one strategy to solve a problem. What matters is the result.

When life gives you lemons, make lemonadeWhen life gives you lemons, make lemonadeWhen life gives you lemons, make lemonade



E m p o w e r m e n t ,  S i e n n a  
Empowerment, Horticulture 
empowerment, Agriculture 
Empowerment, Skill Acquisition 
for the youths/women, CBN 
Empowerment,  Civil Servants 
empowerment, #ENDSARS 
Empowerment, Second Address 
Scheme and numerous Family 
S u c c o r  a n d  U p l i f t m e n t  
Empowerment programmes of  
the compassionate mother of  
Ebonyi State, Her Excellency, 
(Chief) Mrs. Rachel Ogonna 
Umahi (Ogoo Nwanyi) 

Before now Ebonyi is referred as 
the dust of the nation, has the 
ugly narrative changed?
Today, we are confident in 
ourselves as His Excellency, Engr. 
(Chief) David Umahi has given us 
the face and freedom to compete 
corporately and individually with 
our contemporaries in the comity 
of  states.  He has changed our 
narrative as a people.  All over the 
country, Ebonyi state is reckoned 
with as a model of  good 
governance and a reference point 
in the compassionate delivery of  
transparent and God fearing 
governance that is based on 
integrity and dignity. 

How can you describe governor 
Umahi?
He is a man that has the 
leadership character of  humility, 
selflessness, tenacity of  purpose, 
passion for service, equity and 
fairness in governance, love for 
the unity of  our country, as 
inestimable virtues and amiable 
t r a c k - r e c o r d s  t h a t  h av e  
distinguished him as an adorable 
world-class leader of  magnificent 
accomplishments. He is an icon 
of  democratic leadership in 
Nigeria, His Excellency, Engr. 
(Chief) 

Are there people helping the 
Governor to drive this success?
We thank immensely  the  
President of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria, His Excellency 
Muhammadu Buhari GCFR, for 
his abiding faith in the democratic 
tenets and his love for the good 
people of  Ebonyi State. We are 
deeply indebted to the wife of  the 
Governor, Her Excellency, Chief  
(Mrs.) Rachel Ogonna Umahi 
(Ogoo nwanyi), the Deputy 
Governor, His Excellency Barr. 
Eric Kelechi Igwe,  the Executive 
Council members, Founding 
Fathers and Elders Council for 
their unwavering support to the 
Divine mandate administration 
of  Governor Umahi.

W h a t  i s  yo u r  w i s h  f o r  
Ebonyians?
We wish all of  Ebonyians God's 
blessings and protection as  His 
Excellency move forward in 
achieving a more stable and 
acceptable democratic progress.

wonderful traffic light in the 
major junctions of  the state. 

What has the State done in the 
area of human empowerment?
O n  t h e  a r e a  o f  h u m a n  
empowerment, His Excellency, 
Governor David Umahi has  
raised the human capital index of  
the State by his numerous 
empowerment programmes, 
including the women and youths 
e m p o w e r m e n t ,  w i d o w  
empowerment, Street to Skill 
E m p owe r m e n t ,  D i a s p o r a  
Empowerment  , Tricycle 
Empower ment ,  Wives  o f  
S e c u r i t y  P e r s o n n e l  

and satellite towns and created 
wonder fu l  roundabout s,  
aesthetic dualization of  the 
major highways, and creative 
water fountains, including 
Africa's biggest water fountain, 
all of  which are capable of  
a t t r a c t i n g  c r e a t ive  a n d  
entertainment industry. He 
created enabling environment 
w i t h  s o u n d  s e c u r i t y  
architecture and other social 
amenities for security agencies, 
12-hour Street light in virtually 
all the streets in the metropolis, 
satellite towns and at least, 20-
kilometer street lights in all the 
Local Government Areas and 

E a s t ) ,  t h e  H o s p i t a l  
Accident/Emergency Complex 
and numerous other primary, 
secondary and tertiary health 
care facilities.

In the last six years, what are the 
projects that stand Governor 
Umahi out?
Within the shortest record of  
time, His Excellency, has 
conceptualized and completed 
the construction of  Nigeria's 
most beautiful three-armed 
Government House with classic 
Executive Council Chambers 
and other ancillary facilities; he 
overhauled the metropolitan city 

o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  

CInformation Ebonyi State, 
Barr Uchenna Orji, in a 

c h a t  w i t h  o u r  A b a k i l i k i  
correspondent, David Eze, speaks 
on 22 years of  unbroken democracy 
i n  N i g e r i a  &  s i x  y e a r ' s  
administration of  Governor David 
Umahi in Ebonyi State. In this chat 
the Commissioner reels out the 
numerous achievements of  the 
governor

For the purpose of  this  
interview can we meet you, Sir?
My name is Hon. Barr Orji 
Uchenna Orji, Ebonyi State 
Commissioner for Information 
and State Orientation.

What is your assessment of 
G o v e r n o r  U m a h i ' s  
administration?
We are highly enthused to 
associate with the God-fearing 
administration and the myriads 
of  dividends of  democracy 
celebrated in Ebonyi State since 
Governor David Umahi came on 
board. We are proud of  him 
anytime anywhere for being a 
divine instrument for the 
actualization of  the dreams and 
aspirations of  the founding 
fathers of  Ebonyi State. Although 
we are badly confronted with 
security challenges, we must not 
fail to reflect on Ebonyi before 
and Ebonyi today. We have every 
reason to thank God for giving us 
the best among equals at this 
point in our history. Today, we 
celebrate a state with the best and 
most solid road network in South 
East. We celebrate a state with the 
highest number of  flyovers after 
Abuja and Lagos with innovative 
architectural designs of  world 
standard, built by indigenous 
professionals; we celebrate 
Africa's biggest light tunnel, 
Shopping Mall fashioned after 
the Dubai Mall, Christian 
Ecumenical Centre, the King 
David University of  Medical 
Sciences under construction. We 
celebrate the fastest emerging 
economy in Nigeria; we celebrate 
a state with formidable economic 
facilities some of  which are under 
construction, including the 80-
metric tonne per hour fertilizer 
blending plant,  International 
Airport, International Market,  
200-metric tonne capacity per 
day Pulverization Plant,  32-
metric tonne capacity per hour 
Rice Milling Plants and 38-metric 
tonne  capac i ty  pe r  hour  
Parboiling Plants owned by the 
government, the ultra modern 
Stadium for sports development,  
the Vocational College and  King 
David Gifted Academy  for the 
development of  human capital, 
t h e  S c h o o l  o f  
N u r s i n g / M i d w i f e r y,  t h e  
Virology Centre for the treatment 
of  Lassa fever (biggest in south 
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Interview
Umahi, an icon of democratic leadership 
- Ebonyi Information Commissioner, Orji

Some projects executed by Umahi’s administration

Orji
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Agriculture

laigbo Development 

AFoundation (ADF) at the 
weekend in Aba, the 

commercial hub of  Abia state held 
an awareness campaign, urging 
Ndigbo to see agriculture as their 
own means of  survival in Nigeria.

A D F  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
contemporary events in Nigeria 
have made it inevitable for 
agriculture and security to take the 
center stage in the Igbo struggle 
for survival as a nationality in 
Nigeria and a race in the world.

The group said the situation 
has led it to forming an arm of  it 
known as Akuruo-Ulo Ulo 
Cooperative Movement (ACM) 
which it termed a multi-phased 
project aimed at ensuring a self-
conscious, productive, secured 
Igbo-land and a secured Igbo 
nation.

It noted that the nation of  
Israel has given Igbos and other 
nations who care to learn an 
example in contemporary history 
of  a people who saw their survival 
to depend on agro-technology and 
effective use of  their land spaces.

ADF also noted that there is an 
unrelenting war by Jihadists to 
take over the entire Nigeria 
political space with Alaigbo (Igbo-
land) as a major target, using 
herdsmen as the major instrument 
of  conquest. 

The apex Igbo intelligentsia 
group warned that it will be 
unfortunate for the Igbos to forget 
history on how hunger was used 
against them as an instrument of  
conquest during the 1967-1970 
Biafra vs Nigeria Civil War.

It warned that relentless efforts 
are made to take over Igbo-land, 
destroy her agricultural life, make 
it impossible for Igbos to feed 
themselves, adding that such 
strategies must be countered now.

ADF frowned at the incessant 
food embargo threat from 
Northern region whenever there is 
any little misunderstanding in the 
country and called on Igbos to 
diversify their investments, seeing 
agriculture as "a must do" 
investment in the entire Igbo 
states.

The ADF President, Prof. 
Uzodinma Nwala, said that in the 
light of  all the precarious and 
tragic food situation in Igbo-land, 
ADF has raised the bar on the call 
on Igbos to investment-at-home 
using agriculture as a port of  call. 

He noted that ACM has four 
major areas it will cover in Igbo-
land which included: Food 
Security, Youth Empowerment, 
Land Security and Personal 
Security.

"Most of  the foods we eat in 

Alaigbo today are imported from 
the Northern part of  Nigeria and 
outside the country. This is why at 
the peak of  the present raging 
conflict, the Arewa North 
threatened to stop exportation of  
food to the South. 

"Therefore to secure our 
future, we must produce locally at 
least 85% of  what we consume. 
It's a shame for us to continue 
importing onions, tomatoes, 
pepper, fish, cattle, goat among 
others, while we have unused 
lands and abundant labour lying 
waste. 

"How can those who live 
around river-rine areas continue 
to import fish from the desert? We 
should remember that hunger 
played a vital role in subduing 
Biafra during the civil war. What 
about the famous slogan 'that 
hunger is a weapon of  war.' We 
must remember history and strive 
to produce what we eat. 

"They kill our people and 
frighten them (men, women and 
children) off  their farms, so that 
we continue to import from them. 
We must quickly address this 
deliberate tactics to make us more 
consumers when we have the 
capacity and resources to become 
producers of  what we eat."

On the mission of  ACM in 
tackling youth unemployment, 
Nwala said that today many Igbo 
youths are disoriented because of  
lack of  creative engagement, 
stressing that theirs is this wasted 
manpower.

"We must address this anomaly 
in our present day society. We 
must engage our youths in 
farming and creative production, 
w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
empowering them to move into 
the agricultural farms and their 
ancestral land. 

"To have uncultivated lands 

amidst unemployment and 
hunger is like thirsting for water 
while sitting in the rain.

"On a single farm, ADF has 
engaged more than 30 youths and 
women so that in few months 
time, hundreds more will be 
engaged in our farms across Igbo-
land."

He said ADF seeks  to  
reposition the Igbo youths and 
r e m ov i n g  t h e m  f r o m  t h e  
m i s c h i e v o u s  r e a c h  a n d  
manipulation of  politicians who 
now see the youths as mere 
instruments for achieving their 
political goals.

"Many of  our youths are being 
labeled and killed by those who 
ought to protect and provide for 
them simply because they are idle. 
We must take our destiny into our 
own hands, organize and provide 
our  youths  fo r  economic  
empowerment and new radical 
and powerful orientation."

He said that uncultivated lands 
are breeding grounds for criminal 
activities, and that it is quite easy 
for Invaders to attempt to claim 
empty and unused land spaces, 
stressing that the temptation is 
more alluring when there are 
several Kilometers of  arable and 
uncultivated land. 

"Private subsistence farms are 
targets for attack by the herdsmen. 
Organized cooperative farms can 
easily mobilize and arm the 
youths to work and at the same 
time defend their farms. The 
enemy is usually afraid of  
organized resistance. 

"ADF, through ACM, seeks to 
promote the use of  such lands 
across Igbo-land for economic 
and agro-industrial activities and 
even hunting. Our youths who are 
beneficiaries of  this project will 
protect their ancestral lands."

Speaking on the fourth area 

which is on Personal Security, 
ADF president said that many 
wealthy Igbo people abroad and in 
other parts of  Nigeria feel unsafe 
coming back home with their 
investments because of  kidnap-
related issues.

He said that as a way of  
ensuring that Igbos bring some 
portions of  their investments 
home, ADF through ACM is 
setting up a personal and property 
security desk to help the Igbos 
who feel unsafe returning home. 

Nwala explained further that 
ACM is not a mere economic 
activity aimed at making profit for 
investors, but rather an ideological 
movement aimed at ensuring food 
security, youth empowerment, 
land security and human security.

He stressed that if  Igbos in 
Nigeria will concentrate on 
producing all they consume, 
unemployment and poverty will 
be drastically reduced in Alaigbo 
(Igbo-land) and it will enable 
Igbos to win the respect of  her 
neighbors. 

"The most tragic aspect of  our 

social and economic woes today is 

that the major investment and 

agricultural projects initiated by 

the Azikiwe-Okpara era have 

gone into ruins. 

" T h e r e f o r e ,  A D F  i n  

conjunction with its members and 

partners are embarking on a 

comprehens ive  ag ro-based  

business model for the entire Igbo-

land. 

"It shall conduct its business in 

the form of  an agro-allied 

cooperative society, which would 

be known as the Akuruo-Ulo 

Cooperative Movement. 

"It's hope that when fully 

implemented, this project will 

tackle food and physical security 

in Igbo-land and address political 

and ideological deficiencies in the 

management of  the affairs of  our 

people."

He added that food security is 

the most important aspect of  

nation building, while urging 

Igbos to see agriculture from both 

the perspective of  business that 

gives profit and an ultimate 

survival strategy.

Igbo survival must be centered on
agro-technology, effective use of
land spaces – ADF
By Nonye Udumiri

ADF Pilot Farm Scheme Project in Itu community,  Ezinihitte Mbaise Local Government Area of Imo State



he Ekiti State TPolice Command 
has arrested a 16-

year-old girl for faking her 
own kidnap.

The teenager was 
arrested alongside three 
accomplices at their hotel 
hideouts.

According to the State 
Police spokesman, ASP 
Sunday  Abutu ,  the  
teenager admitted that 
she conspired with her 
accomplices to actualise 
her dream of  becoming 

o fewer than ten 

Np e r s o n s  h a v e 
been murdered in 

a renewed communal 
crisis between natives of  
Ezza and Effium in the 
boundary villages of  Ado 
Local Government Area 
o f  B e n u e  S t a t e  a n d 
O h a u k w u  L o c a l 
Gover nment  Area  of  
Ebonyi State.

It was gathered that the 
age-long crisis resurfaced 
on Friday when the two 
rival communities clashed 
again, leading to the death 
of  at least ten persons 
while scores were seriously 
injured.

C h a i r m a n  o f  A d o 

LGA, James Oche, who 
confirmed to journalists in 
Makurdi, said he had 
asked both parties to sue 
for peace.

H e  l a m e n t e d  t h a t 
despite the efforts of  his 
administration to restore 
peace to the area, the 
hostility still resurfaced.

While appealing to the 
warring vil lagers,  the 
chairman revealed that 
Police and the newly 
f o r m e d  C o m m u n i t y 
Volunteer Guards in Ado 
LGA have successfully 
rescued three people out of  
the five allegedly abducted 
b y  s u s p e c t e d  a r m e d 
kidnappers in the area.

“Operation Puff  Adder 
Police Unit and the newly 
f o r m e d  C o m m u n i t y 
Volunteer Guards in Ado 
L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
successfully confronted a 
group of  kidnappers and 
secured the release of  three 
o f  t h e  f i v e  p e r s o n s 
abducted,” Oche said.

H o w e v e r ,  w h e n 
newsmen contacted the 
S t a t e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, PPRO, 
DSP Catherine Anene 
Sewuese she simply said, 
“We are yet to receive that 
report”.

an actor as against 
studying medicine, which 
was her mother's choice.

Abutu explained that 
the girl conspired with the 
other suspects and raised 
money from her family 
members to enable her 
relocate from Ekiti State 
to pursue her dream, 
according to reports.

“She said she did it 
since her mother had 
insisted that she goes 
through medical field as 
against her dream of  

becoming an actress,''
Abutu stated that one 

Bolaji Femi of  Bawa 
E s t a t e ,  A d o - E k i t i ,  
reported to the police on 
Tuesday that her sister 
who left home for school 
at Christ's School, Ado-
Ekiti, on Monday did not 
return home.'

The suspect narrated 
that when her family 
called her phone, an 
unknown person picked 
and informed them that 
she was in the custody of  

kidnappers.
T h e  “ u n k n o w n  

person,'' who is also a 
friend to the girl 's  
boyfriend, had informed 
her parents that she 

 man identified as 

AL a w r e n c e 
E z e o h a ,  h a s 

allegedly shot a 19-year-
old mentally deranged 
young  man,  I f eany i , 
AKA, Agudo, to death at 
Ikem,  I s i -Uzo  Loca l 
Gover nment  Area of  
Enugu State.

This is even as irate 
y o u t h s  f r o m  t h e 
community set his house 
and that of  his son ablaze 
when they noticed that he 
had absconded to the 

police station in the area to 
avoid being harmed.

It was gathered that the 
deceased  who  was  a 
commercial motorcyclist 
before he was struck with 
madness, strayed into 
E z e o h a ' s  c o m p o u n d 
Wednesday morning and 
accused him of  being 
responsible for his mental 
illness.

A n g e r e d  b y  t h e 
accusation which has been 
happening before this 
incident, it was further 

gathered that the suspect 
shot him on the chest 
region after every effort to 
m a k e  h i m  l e ave  h i s 
h o m e s t e a d  p r o v e d 
abortive.

One of  the community 
sources who confirmed 
the incident said “Some 
boys took him to Ikem 
General Hospital but on 
arrival to the hospital, he 
was pronounced dead by 
the doctors on duty.

“This  development 
angered the youths of  the 
communi ty  and they 
q u i c k l y  m o b i l i z e d 
themselves, went and 
r a z e d  d o w n  h o u s e s 
belonging to him and that 
of  his son.

“The youths wanted to 
kill the man too but he 
quickly rushed to the 
police before they arrived. 
Left with no other choice, 
they destroyed everything 
in his house and set it 
ablaze. They also went 
ahead to set ablaze the 
house his son newly built.”

would not be released 
until a ransom of  N500, 
000 was paid to a 
particular bank account.

Abutu added that the 
police tracked the owner 

of  the bank account, 
arrested him and he led 
operatives to a hotel in 
Ado-Ekiti, where the 
supposed victim, her 
boyfriend and one other 
a c c o m p l i c e  w e r e  
apprehended.
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Man shoots 19-yr-old mentally
deranged to death in Enugu 

10 killed in renewed Benue,
Ebonyi communal crisis
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The arrested teenager (2nd left) alongside her accomplicesThe arrested teenager (2nd left) alongside her accomplicesThe arrested teenager (2nd left) alongside her accomplices
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the video to the end will 
certainly see two vans which 
belong to the Anambra 
Vigilante Group right in the 
scene. No fair-minded person 
can mistake the AVG for the 
unorthodox security outfit 
which was outlawed several 
years ago. Whereas Bakassi 
Boys used to arrest suspects, 
tried them within minutes and 
executed them in broad 
daylight in a most savage 
manner, the AVG is a modern 
security outfit created by law. It 
neither tries nor sentences 
suspects. A stickler for due 
process, the AVG cannot 
tolerate lawlessness. It works in 
close collaboration with the 
traditional ruler and president 
general of  each of  the 179 
communities in the state but 
also the Nigeria Police Force. 
In fact, the AVG chairman is 
Mr. Ikechukwu Aduba, a 
fantastic gentleman, author 
and historian who used to be an 
e x c e l l e n t  p o l i c e  
commissioner”.

Group (AVG) or any official of  
the Awka Youth Movement.

“What the journalists and 
some members of  the public 
innocently confused with 
Bakassi Boys' return to the state 
was a noble effort of  some 
Awka indigenes to fish out 
cultists in the community who 
have attempted to capitalize on 
the inadequate number of  
policemen on patrol in the town 
in the last few months to fight 
themselves with dangerous 
weapons. The fights among 
cultists resulted in some 
casualt ies.  Awka youth,  
a p p a l l e d  b y  t h e  s a d  
development in their peaceful 
hometown, decided to fish out 
t h e  c u l t i s t s  f r o m  t h e i r  
residences and hideouts. An 
unidentified young amateur 
video photographer recorded 
one of  the operations and can 
b e  h e a r d  i n  t h e  v i d e o  
e x u b e r a n t l y  s c r e a m i n g  
“Bakassi! Bakassi Boys are 
back in Awka!

“ T h e  h y s t e r i c a l  
announcement is far from the 
truth. Any person who watches 

“is not in Anambra State, and 
will not be used again in the 
state. Anambra State remains 
the safest state in the country, 
despite the eight security 
breaches of  the past few 
months  wh ich  r ece ived  
enormous publicity. The people 
and Government of  Anambra 
State are proud of  the record of  
security agencies in the state 
which have substantially 
overcome the challenges of  the 
last few months.”

The commissioner went 
further: “The section of  the 
media that reported the 
purported return of  the so-
called Bakassi Boys, which is 
not backed by any law in the 
state, would have known better 
if  only they had contacted any 
official of  the Anambra State 
Government, especially the 
commissioner for information 
and public enlightenment. In 
fact, the journalists would have 
availed themselves of  the right 
information if  they had 
bothered to speak to any official 
of  the Anambra Vigilante 

condition of  anonymity, said 
some security men arrived at 
the state but failed to confirm if  
t h e y  we r e  s e n t  b y  t h e  
government.

I n  h i s  r e s p o n s e,  t h e  
commissioner of  information 
and public enlightenment, C. 
Don Adinuba said there is no 
such thing. He hinted that an 
unidentified amateur video 
photographer has made a video 
claiming that the controversial 
security outfit known as 
Bakassi Boys, which was two 
decades ago used in Abia and 
Anambra states when the two 
neighbouring states were 
almost overrun by violent 
criminals, is back, this time in 
Awka, the Anambra State 
capital. “The video quickly 
went viral because of  its 
sensational appeal. A section 
of  even the mainstream media 
has publicized the video, thus 
giving it a veneer of  credibility.”

T h e  A n a m b r a  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  a s  t h e  
commissioner put it, likes to 
assure all Ndi Anambra that 
the Bakassi Boys security outfit 

he group popularly Tknown as Bakassi Boys 
has returned to the 

South East to end the brutality 
of  bloodshed in the region 
several years after it went into 
extinction. The Bakassi group 
was seen going around in Awka 
in two vans, singing and 
warning criminals, News Echo 
learnt.

A reliable source noted that 
the boys came mainly for 
alleged cult groups which have 
taken over Awka town in recent 
time without any response 
from the security agents, 
adding that they were invited 
by traders.

When newsmen contacted 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer in the state, Ikenga 
Tochukwu, he said he was not 
aware of  the development. The 
PPRO, however, said that the 
police were ready to work with 
any stakeholder in security.

A senior police officer, who 
spoke to the News Echo on 
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Photo News

Imo the ‘cleanest state’?

Refuse dump at Douglas Road by
Ama JK, Owerri.

Douglas by Mbaise Road ravaged by
waste dump Douglas roadAn abandoned reuse bin in Owerri metropolis

Rotobi Street Owerri

Akwakuma Roundabout, Owerri

Refuse dump along MCC Road by Pacs Junction Owerri.Heaps of waste in front of Girls' Secondary School, Ikenegbu Layout, Owerri.

Unattended refuse dumps growing in leaps and bounds in Owerri.
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at a particular market day as the 
case may be. Change is one thing 
that is constant. Time and tide it is 
s a i d  c h a n ge s  eve r y t h i n g .  
Sometimes I organize crusade or I 
pray for some days and ask God to 
take over the activities of  the 
children. However, I was not 
pouring libations initially because 
of  misinterpretations I stopped. 
When I read the scriptures I 
d i scovered  tha t  i t  wasn ' t  
idolatrous because in the scripture 
the book of  Numbers 7: 28 says 
give the Lord, a drink offering. So 
I pour libations now, I break the 
kola nut and I pronounce the 
prophetic words of  tradition when 
I break the kola nut and bless 
people with it. Kola nut as small as 
it is has powers to bless and curse 
people especially coming from an 
Eze. These are the things that I do. 

As a member of the State 
Council of traditional rulers, 
you discover that your members 
are not speaking out against the 
evil occurrences in the land, bad 
gove r n a n c e,  t h e  p r e s e n t  
insecurity etc. Why is it so when 
their subjects are the victims of 
the bad governance?
Well, I wouldn't know if  you have 
approached any of  them and they 
refused to speak. Have you?

Yes I have and quite a good 
number and they all drew blank. 
Why?
If  they have their reasons I 
wouldn't know. It is possible that 
they don't know what to say or are 
not willing. If  someone is not 
educated and properly informed 
on issues what do you want him to 
say?

Do you also hold the same view 
when it comes to the leadership 
of the traditional rulers? 
I wouldn't know too but there is 
this popular saying that the hood 
does not make the monk. It is the 
Monk that makes the hood. It is 
not about where you are, it is 
about what you make with where 
you are and who you are. If  you 
are the editor of  the paper and you 
don't know your onions the paper 
will not sell. It is not long that you 
made your appearance but your 
paper appears more celebrated 
than many others before it. It is a 
function of  what you have. It 
depends on what the person has 
upstairs. If  you are not informed 
and you are not educated and you 
are made the governor, you 
become a disaster. Some would 
not want to talk so that they don't 
mess themselves up. For the 
people at the head I don't know if  
their heads are not loaded to give 
out what the society wants to hear. 

How would you access the 

a week or two as the case may be, 
where you invite some aged 
women who are clad half  naked, 
come to the Eze's  palace 
unnoticed. We call it 'Idende'. 
Nobody sees them when they are 
coming. There is this ritual they 
perform which is believed to send 
evil men away from the land. No 
young one sees when this is 
performed. It is just at night done 

with prayers. I pray to God and 
thank Him for life. I go to my 
Catholic Church with yam, goats 
to thank him. Then on the very 
day which is 30th of  August 
annually, if  I can afford it I 
slaughter cow, we cut the yam, 
welcome and entertain the 
visitors, pray and thank God. On 
the rituals there are things they 
were doing in the past. It takes like 

If  you know the God that you 
worship, the God of  Heaven, 
author and finisher of  our faith, 
now I perform the tradition of  new 
yam festival every year. This is 
because in the scripture I guess in 
the book of  Exodus it talked about 
first fruits. This is about thanking 
God for the harvest because He is 
the one that planted it in the 
ground. Every year we gather 
people to celebrate it. But I do this 

i s  M a j e s t y  E z e  HE v a n g e l i s t  J u d e  
Mbamara, Eze Ugo 

Chimere Obiozurumba X, 
paramount ruler, Obibi Ochasi 
Ancient Kingdom is one of the 
outspoken traditional rulers in 
Imo State. He boasts of 21 years 
journalism experience and honed 
his skills working with Satellite 
newspaper, Daily Star, served as 
Imo correspondent of Punch, 
City news, Nigerian Mirror. He 
served as the Secretary Orlu 
Council of Chiefs and is a 
graduate of Public Policy and 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  
interview with our Editor, Afam 
Echi, he lambasts the Imo 
government for usurping the 
powers of Ndi, declaring that our 
elders lack courage to speak the 
truth       

You are a traditional ruler as well 
as evangelist. How do you 
manage the conflicts between the 
two beliefs?
Where is the conflict? There is no 
conflict. Bible said my people 
perish for lack of  knowledge. 
There is no conflict in a traditional 
ruler worshipping God because 
the throne you occupy belongs to 
God. So whatever you are doing 
without God you cannot do it.  
Tradition is in heaven. It has to do 
with the way things are done.  
Being on the throne you are there 
to serve the people according to 
your strength, knowledge and all 
that. The other one is we worship 
God, not idols or mammon 
because the scriptures abhors 
what is called idolatry. My father 
was the 9th on the throne and 
those before him served God in 
the way they understand by 
worshipping carved images, trees 
and things like that where they 
take fowls, goats and slaughter it 
during festivals and pour the blood 
on the ground and make some 
incantat ions making some 
pronouncements. That is what 
they believed that worked for 
them. So there is no conflict.

Christian religion condemns 
some of  the practices in 
traditional worship. There are 
rituals in every religion either in 
the Christendom or nature 
worship. As a Christian how do 
you handle ritualistic practices in 
traditional worship on such 
occasions like new yam festivals 
and other ceremonies requiring 
performance of rituals? 
I don't understand you very well 
here

Do you not do libation to your 
ancestors. It is customary for 
traditional rulers to do certain 
rituals either to bless the land, 
commune with the ancestors or 
during festive periods.     
You see what I am talking about. 
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No law supports govt appointing town 
union presidents - Traditional ruler

‘ ‘The government was doing what we call community policing. Some of  the aides of  
government however have abused the system and destroyed the privileges given to 

them. For instance, some local government chairmen, like the one in my Orlu LGA 
when the governor on the 29th December last year mandated them to go and form 

the community policing in their various communities with the town unions. We did 
but within a week or two the woman there as the chairperson who has no powers 
turned things upside down. Some of  the traditional rulers were denied of  their 

rights or powers to choose who they want to work for them. Some of  the chairmen 
who are power drunk turned some of  the policies of  government upside by going to 
use their hands to select or choose who they want. Some chose strangers or people 

who are not supposed to be there. It caused a breach of  the peace. I remember I told 
the chairman that this would create problem in the future.

‘ ‘

Mbamara
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The question is who will present 
them with the deities. Is it the 
traditional rulers or the governor 
himself ? Who among them is 
clean? If  he brings the deity to 
swear his commissioners and 
advisers who swears him in? 

The traditional rulers possibly?
That is what I am saying that they 
are no longer revered and 
respected. Some years ago before 
someone is elected you have to go 
and check where he comes from 
before he is even appointed. Then 
we have to identify you. It is no 
longer like that. If  the traditional 
rulers are well respected before a 
governor is declared, they should 
be assembled, those whose hands 
a r e  c l e a n  t o  m a k e  a  
p r o n o u n c e m e n t .  T h a t  
pronouncement is more than a 
deity. If  the governor fails, 
whatever he sees he takes. They 
would be afraid to do certain 
things. You can see if  a governor 
goes into office he acquires 
enormous wealth criminally. Let 
us resolve to fight corruption in 
our society. It has eaten very deep 
in our fabric. Again, before 
someone runs for offices in 2023 
into LGA chairmen, state and 
federal legislature, governors 
there must be an understanding 
between the person and the 
various wards.

Recently information filtered 
that the government was going 
into the various communities to 
appoint town union presidents? 
Is that the appropriate thing or is 
it within their powers to do so? 
Some hold that traditional rulers 
have a role to play here. What do 
you think?  
That step by the government is an 
aberration. Constitutionally the 
governor has no powers or right to 
appoint who becomes the 
p r e s i d e n t  ge n e r a l  o f  t h e  
community. Not even is the LGA 
chairmen vested with such 
powers. It is on the Eze who is the 
patriarch of  the community. 

You insist the Chairmen and 
Governor should be out of this?
Yes, by law they have no such 
powers. Yes you cannot become 
the Bishop, the Archbishop and 
Pope at the same time. Everybody 
has its own responsibility. Our 
principles of  democracy are 
abused. We are not upholding the 
tenets of  democracy. The 
governor is the chief  security 
officer of  the state, we agree. He 
cannot do that without the 
traditional rulers. Traditional 
rulers should meet with him and 
give him the right advice on how 
the state can move forward. If  he 
does not work with monarchs he 

would now want to exercise their 
powers over the natural rulers. 
They forgot  that  wi thout  
communities there would be no 
local government. And without 
the Council areas there would be 
no state. 

So concerning the abuse of oath 
taking what do you think?       
They have taken it for granted. It 
means that the bible does not kill. 

whereas he can be removed. 
However, in this part of  the 
country the traditional rulers are 
no longer revered at all unlike in 
the South West. I remember 
governors in the past use to visit 
traditional rulers in their palaces. 
Now traditional rulers have been 
brought down by government. 
What we now see is where a 
common chairman especially 
those ones that are not elected 

sentence not less than five years. It 
is not so here. Today politics and 
politicians have desecrated the 
traditional institutions. The half  
bakes are the worst culprits. 
Someone who is a nobody by 
virtue of  knowing someone in 
government becomes a Councilor. 
He begins to equate himself  like 
the traditional rulers in the 
community. Monarchs have 
traditional and spiritual powers 

performance of the state policing 
sys tem inst i tuted  by  the  
government using the traditional 
rulers?  
There is a provision in the 
constitution which said that 
traditional rulers have a role to 
play in the government. That role 
has not been defined neither has it 
been implemented. However, the 
government before recognized 
traditional rulers and was giving 
them some responsibilities like in 
the area of  security. They would 
tell them to go and recruit so so 
number of  people, send the list to 
us, and we would be paying them. 
The government was doing what 
we call community policing. 
Some of  the aides of  government 
however have abused the system 
and destroyed the privileges given 
to them. For instance, some local 
government chairmen, like the 
one in my Orlu LGA when the 
governor on the 29th December 
last year mandated them to go and 
form the community policing in 
their various communities with 
the town unions. We did but 
within a week or two the woman 
there as the chairperson who has 
no powers turned things upside 
down. Some of  the traditional 
rulers were denied of  their rights 
or powers to choose who they 
want to work for them. Some of  
the chairmen who are power 
drunk turned some of  the policies 
of  government upside by going to 
use their hands to select or choose 
who they want. Some chose 
strangers or people who are not 
supposed to be there. It caused a 
breach of  the peace. I remember I 
told the chairman that this would 
create problem in the future.

Are you implying now that the 
state policing system is not 
working well?      
No it is not, it did not. There was 
no impact though they were 
recruited and trained but were not 
paid. In fact, there has not been 
any effective, functional security 
group in the communities since 
2020. None has been instituted 
and those recruited according to 
governor's directive were not 
allowed to exist. 
So all of these were caused by the 
Council Chairmen? 
Yes, they were instructed too. 
What happened thereafter the 
governor spoke to them
Political office holders after 
swearing them into office with 
the books, Bible and Koran, 
attack our treasury looting our 
resources. Some hold the view 
that we will be better of swearing 
them in with our deities. What 
are your views?   
Yes, you see sometimes ago I read 
about a country far away from 
here like Poland or so where 
insults on monarchs attract a jail 
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That is not right because there are policemen, civil defence corps to be deployed to 
the area. There is also the DSS. What he did was to add fuel to the issue. The 

DSS would have investigated with the police and arrested so many people. That is 
a better civil approach. I don't know why he opted for that as the chief  security 

officer of  the state because there is no civil war going on in the state. There was so 
much bloodshed. There should be pleadings to God for forgiveness. The so called 

elders, stakeholders should pray and observe 40 days prayers to ask for God's 
intervention. Heaven is not happy about what happened in this state. The 

scripture said that those who shed blood will pay with their own blood. What 
happened is a very sad story.
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quiet. They kept mute. They were 
scared. 

Why were they scared?
I wouldn't know. I believe they 
ought  to  have cal led the  
governor's attention saying, 
Excellency are you aware? These 
elders see these things and keep 
quiet. The clerics, those with long 
caps, who claim to be praying for 
the governor and our leaders 
could not do or say anything 
either. I was listening to radio 
recently where Archbishop 
Obinna said that he has done his 
best, but his best it appears was not 
good enough. The only man 
speaking under the sun, under the 
rain, is Fr. Ejike Mbaka of  the 
Adoration Ministry Enugu. 
Recently, a fellow Christian was 
used to disturb him from telling 
them the truth. You cannot 
imagine that it as a bishop that 
was used to detain him and which 
caused riot in the place. Now the 
adoration ministry, I am not 
speaking for Mbaka, I have not 
met him before, is the spiritual 
alter of  Igbo people. They should 
not allow that light to go off  
otherwise darkness will envelope 
the Eastern land. 

From what stand point are you 
making this statement. How 
convinced are you?
I am telling you as an evangelist, a 
servant of  God. That Adoration 
Ministry is the Light of  the Igbo 
man. Fr. Mbaka may not be so 
righteous but God is using him. I 
have not been there before and I 
am not holding brief  for him. He 
is the voice of  God. If  any man 
allows himself  to be used he will 
suffer greater punishment. 

Are you aware that it was the 
governor that invited soldiers 
into Orlu which escalated the 
Imo crises thereafter?   
That is not right because there are 
policemen, civil defence corps to 
be deployed to the area. There is 
also the DSS. What he did was to 
add fuel to the issue. The DSS 
would have investigated with the 
police and arrested so many 
people. That is a better civil 
approach. I don't know why he 
opted for that as the chief  security 
officer of  the state because there is 
no civil war going on in the state. 
There was so much bloodshed. 
There should be pleadings to God 
for forgiveness. The so called 
elders, stakeholders should pray 
and observe 40 days prayers to ask 
for God's intervention. Heaven is 
not happy about what happened 
in this state. The scripture said 
that those who shed blood will pay 
with their own blood. What 
happened is a very sad story
Thank you.  

church. I am not insisting the 
church people are without 
blemish but it worst in the village. 

How would describe the recent 
security challenge in the state?
What happened recently in the 
state is a criminal genocide. My 
heart bled blood seeing innocent 
young men, the future generations 
of  Nigeria killed by bullets from 
people I call rebels, known as 
soldiers.  A little thing that 
happens soldiers would come 
arrest innocent people and kill 
them. Elders of  the state kept 

about 50 elders who are not 
Christians but they don't say the 
truth. They will take bribe to divert 
justice. They work with people 
who they have arrived and those 
who acquired money through the 
back door and other criminal 
sources. Young men who have 
acquired wealth dubiously are 
worshipped by these elders instead 
of  rebuking them. They lack 
courage to speak to them. But in 
the church there are some 
elements of  fear. This is because 
the priests can expose you or indict 
you before the council of  the 

diluting our culture as a cause. 
What do you think?   
I have heard this many times. The 
issue of  apportioning blame does 
not arise. 

Are you saying that Christianity 
has no effect on our culture?
Christianity does not in any way 
affect our culture. You know why? 
Christianity is said to be a strange 
institution. It is not. Our culture is 
there. Our custom is there. Let me 
tell you for example. Go to our 
communities today you will see 

will fail. It is the traditional rulers 
that will give what is called 
SITREP-situation reports of  their 
communities. It is their duty to 
bring situation reports to the 
governor every month. Based on 
this the governor can now sit with 
the executive council, the SSS, the 
police or whoever and determine 
the state of  affairs and things 
would be moving fine. When you 
relegate the traditional rulers the 
government is bound to fail. 
Without security no other thing 
can because it is life first. If  you are 
not healthy and alive you cannot 
talk about wealth. So the 
governors should change their 
step in making and execution of  
policies. In the past 12 years it has 
been revealed that most of  those 
ruling us are not educated at least 
democratically. They need to be 
exposed to training at the Centre 
for Democratic Studies (CDS) 
where they should acquire 
temporal updates. Traditional 
rulers are the only people that have 
p owe r  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  i n  
consonance with the stakeholders 
town unions are established. 
Again, the appointment of  
security vigilante the traditional 
rulers should be given the 
opportunity to constitute it 
because they know who is or is not 
a bad boy. Whatever happens in 
that community they should be 
questioned or held responsible. If  
the traditional rulers do not know 
who is in the vigilante of  the 
community and there is a 
problem, the governor or local 
government chairman or whoever 
made the appointment should be 
held responsible. 

Governor Uzodimma has been 
suing for peace in the light of the 
security challenges in the state. 
What advise can you offer him as 
a way to restore peace in the state 
completely?   
For the governor to succeed he 
should work with al l  the 
traditional rulers in the state. He 
should not work with only the 
information he is fed some of  
which are false. There are some 
natural rulers who feel that they 
are closer to him than others and 
so feed him wrong information. 
He should work with what he sees 
and what he knows. If  he insists 
on what he hears he will work with 
a lot of  rumours and that cannot 
better security situation in the 
state. 

Earlier you made reference to a 
period when things were more 
stable, traditional rulers were 
revered, traditional rites were 
observed, there was love among 
the people and our culture was 
held in high esteem. Today things 
have fallen apart and the level of 
indiscipline is unprecedented. 
People now point to the 
inf luence of  Christ ianity  
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Christianity does not in any way affect our culture. You know why? Christianity is said to 
be a strange institution. It is not. Our culture is there. Our custom is there. Let me tell you 

for example. Go to our communities today you will see about 50 elders who are not 
Christians but they don't say the truth. They will take bribe to divert justice. They work 
with people who they have arrived and those who acquired money through the back door 

and other criminal sources. Young men who have acquired wealth dubiously are 
worshipped by these elders instead of  rebuking them. They lack courage to speak to them. 
But in the church there are some elements of  fear. This is because the priests can expose 

you or indict you before the council of  the church. I am not insisting the church people are 
without blemish but it worst in the village.
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he Presidency has said that the latest Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) Governors' Forum communiqué is a spectacular demonstration to TNigerians as to why the opposition party and its representatives should not be entrusted with the national leadership of the country at 
any time soon. This comment is in reaction to the PDP governors' take on the operations of the Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation 

(NNPC) and the deteriorating economic and security situation in the country. Commenting on the issue through the Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on Media and Publicity, Garba Shehu, the presidency argued that in bemoaning the decision by the NNPC not to make 
contributions to the Federation Account, the governors appear to believe NNPC can spend the same money twice: once on the petroleum 
subsidy – which they all support – and then on their States via the Federation Account. State Governors of the Peoples Democratic Party on 
Thursday, in a firce rebuttal, said the current crop of presidential spokespersons “do not represent or position” the President in a proper manner. 
The Governors Forum, in a statement signed by its Director-General, Hon. C.I.D. Maduabum, was responding to a statement issued by 
presidential spokesperson Garba Shehu. According to the Thursday statement, Mr Shehu's response had been “poorly worded” and was 
“pedestrian.” The PDP Governors lambasted Mr Shehu's views on revenue remittance by the NNPC and the state of Nigeria's foreign exchange 
market. They also tackled him on his position on the ongoing Twitter ban in Nigeria, the administration of mining across the country and the 
role of local governments in national development.

imilar profligacy and contradiction are in full view with their call to the 

SCentral Bank to appreciate the value of  the Naira. This would damage 

exports – including oil revenues on which NNPC depends – as well as damage 

small businesses and employment. But an appreciated currency would benefit those 

spending on luxuries from abroad – this, no doubt, being the leading desire of  a typical 

PDP governor. “When the governors claim a lack of  federal institutions' money 

pouring into their States' coffers is an affront to democracy, constitutionalism, and 

federalism, they fail to mention the ugliest trend against the integrity of  Nigeria comes 

by own hands with their refusal to support the Federal Government's earnest desire to 

reinstate the local government as the third tier and finding a lasting solution to farmer-

herder conflicts costing the nation lives and livestock. “This initiative brings rights and 

support for generations of  all ages to bring solutions to challenges that different 

communities of  our country have faced but the PDP governors reject it – denying all 

Nigerians their constitutional right to live and work in any state of  the Federation – 

preferring to appeal to ethnic division and hatred rather than support the first practical 

solution offered since independence,” “And, of  course, the PDP grieve over the 

Federal Government's action over Twitter – for it represents the curtailment of  their 

ability to use the platform to spread fake news and invented stories to the detriment of  

community and good-neighbourliness between the peoples of  Nigeria.

here is no doubt that President Buhari's spokespersons are his greatest undoing as a 

TPresident.” “They do not represent or position him well. Our attention has been 

drawn to a poorly worded and pedestrian statement issued by Alhaji Garba Shehu on 

behalf  of  Mr President in response to the patriotic and weighty issues of  state raised by the PDP 

Governors' Forum (PDP-GF) in their Communique after meeting. The statement betrays the 

abysmal ignorance, lack of  appreciation of  the issues raised in the PDP Communique. “The PDP 

Governors' Forum Communique in Uyo was patriotic, well thought out and offered solutions to 

the myriad of  problems facing the nation. Mr President and the APC led Federal Government 

should listen.” It is unbelievable that such low quality response could come from Nigeria's seat of  

power. He celebrates the non remittance of  funds by NNPC to the Federation Account because 

they should not “break the bank” for PDP Governors. What a pity! The duty and responsibility of  

NNPC to pay revenues into the Federation Account is not a matter of  discretion by NNPC. It is an 

imposition of  law. NNPC and other Revenue generating agencies of  the Federal Government 

have mandatory obligations to pay into the Federation Account all its revenue after deducting 

legitimate cost of  operations. It is a demonstration of  impunity and gross abuse of  law for NNPC 

to continue to disregard the unmistakable mandatory constitutional provisions above. Perhaps 

these matters are too complex for Garba Shehu to comprehend! Perhaps the most insensitive is on 

the issue of  Twitter suspension. How can a presidential spokesman be so tone deaf. He is unable 

to see the grave assault of  Freedom of  speech embodied therein. He doesn't see the need to 

motivate our youths. He trivialises serious matters of  state. It is very unfortunate. It is even more 

shocking for the presidency as an institution to embody the desecration of  our Constitution in 

such a flippant, brazen and unserious manner as portrayed by the presidential spokesman.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Ologbondiyan

APC, PDP's politics of war of words:
From NNPC to Twitter, now to
spokespersons

PDP has shown why it should
not be entrusted with national
leadership – Garba Shehu

MaduabumMaduabumMaduabumShehuShehuShehu

Buhari's spokespersons are his greatest
undoing – PDP governors
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ormer British and FC o m m o n w e a l t h 
Light heavyweight 

champion, Peter Oboh has 
said that the botched all-
British unification mega-
fight between the WBA, 
I B O,  I B F  a n d  W B O 
heavyweight champion, 
Anthony Joshua and his 
WBC counterpart, Tyson 
Fury could still hold after 
all.

Oboh, who in his active 
days fought as a Briton said 
the Joshua/Fury fight can 
hold if  only the two prized 
fighters can maintain their 
winning streak by beating 
their challengers in their 
impending fights.

Following the collapse of  
t h e  J o s h u a / T y s o n 
unification fight, Anthony 
Joshua and Oleksandr 
Usyk have until May 31 to 
agree terms to a fight or 
purse bids will be called; 
WBO rejected a delay in 
ordering this fight from 
promoter Eddie Hearn; AJ 
is now set to fight Usyk 
while Tyson Fury takes on 
Deontay Wilder again.

t is becoming crystal Ic l e a r  t h a t  D o u b l e 
O l y m p i c  a t h l e t i c s 

champion Caster Semenya 
will not be part of  the Tokyo 
Olympics after missing the 
mark in  the 5000m in 
Regensburg, Germany.

She missed out of  the 
party again after finishing 
fourth at the Sparkassen 
Gala “Running Night” in 
Regensburg

The  two- t ime  800m 
Olympics gold medallist, 
who has moved up to the 
long-distance event due to 
World Athlet ics  r ules, 
crossed the line in 15:57.12.

A runner must clock 
1 5 : 1 0 . 0 0  t o  m e e t  t h e 

uventus have reportedly 

Jmade an offer of  €30m 
plus defender Radu 

Dragusin for Sassuolo and 
Italy midfielder Manuel 
Locatelli.

The 23-year-old has long 
been on the radar for Juve 
and was close to a move to 
Turin last summer as well.

It is precisely because of  
that near miss that many in 
Italy believe Locatelli has his 
heart set on the Bianconeri.

However, Sassuolo need 
to be convinced and the 

asking price will only have 
increased after his great 
performances at Euro 2020, 
including a brace in the 3-0 
win over Switzerland.

According to Goal, Juve 
are wary of  a bidding war 
and want to get the deal done 
before his profile rises any 
further.

Their first real proposal is 
worth €30m plus Dragusin, 
a 19-year-old defender from 
their youth academy.

The Romanian has also 
been linked with a loan 

move to Genoa.
However, the asking 

price for Locatelli is at least 
€40m and rising all the time, 
so this is probably just an 
opening offer.

angers will have to pay R€4million (£3.4million) 
if  they want to sign 

Fenerbahce's Bright Osayi-
Samuel, according to a report in 
Turkey.

Aspor claim the Light Blues 
will hold talks with the Turkish 
club later this week having 
i n i t i a l l y  o f f e r e d  a r o u n d 
€3million.

The 23-year-old ex-QPR 
forward was linked to Rangers in 
January as his contract in North 
London came to an end but he 
opted to sign a pre-contract with 
Fenerbahce.

Turkish journalist Yagiz 
Sabuncuoglu claimed last week 
that Rangers had made an offer 
for Osayi-Samuel but was scant 
on detail.

With only one goal and one 
assist in 19 appearances in 
Turkey, his move to Fenerbahce 
hasn't really gone to plan for the 
Nigerian star.

With the Gers making their 
return to the Champions League 
this season, a move to Ibrox 
would surely appeal to the 
former QPR man.

One potential stumbling 
block could be the fee though 
with Rangers unlikely to want to 
spend too much on someone 

who won't necessarily be a 
regular starter at Ibrox.

There would be plenty of  
competition in the wide areas 
with the likes of  Ryan Kent, 
Scott Wright, Kemar Roofe, 
Ianis Hagi, Cedric Itten and 
Joe Aribo all being deployed 
there at times last season – as 
well as the prospect of  a 
second chance for Glenn 
Middleton.

Throw in fringe players like 
Jake Hastie and Jordan Jones 
and the imminent arrival of  
Fashion Sakala, the Rangers 
hierarchy are likely to want to 
move some bodies on first 
before adding another new 
face.

Olympic qualifying time.
G e r m a n y ' s  M i r i a m 

Dattke won the race in 
15:34.92.

At her last race at the end 
of  May in Durban, South 
Africa, Semenya had set a 
n ew  p e r s o n a l  b e s t  o f  
15:32.15, albeit still 22 
s e c o n d s  o u t s i d e  t h e 
qualifying standard.

In April, she won the 
South African national 
championships in 15:52.28.

Semenya's  European 
manager said before the 
Regensburg meet that the 
runner will try again on 30 
June in Liege, Belgium, 
although the qualifying 

cutoff  is currently 
set for the day prior.

In May 2019, a 
Wor ld  Ath le t i c s 
e l igibi l i ty  r ul ing 
came into ef fect 
w h i c h  p r e v e n t s 
female athletes with 
D i f f e r e n c e s  i n 
S e x u a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
( D S D )  f r o m 
competing in events 
from 400m to one 
mile (1600m), unless 
they reduce their 
testosterone levels.

After failing with 
appeals at the Court 
of  Arbitration for 
Sport and the Swiss 
Federal Supreme 
Court, Semenya has 
taken her case to the 
European Court of  
Human Rights.

For now, though, 
she has decided to 
focus on the 5000m, 
having originally 
decided to go for the 
2 0 0 m  i n  M a r c h 
2020.

Oboh is of  the belief  that 
AnthonyJoshua is going to 
have an easy fight against his 
opponent, Oleksandr Usyk 
w h o  i s  a  f o r m e r  W B O 
cruiserweight champion. “It is 
going to be a walk in the park 
for Joshua,” Oboh said, adding 
“I cannot see Oleksandr 
crossing the 9th round with 
Joshua.”

He insisted that Joshua 
would be too strong for his 
opponent and too experienced 
for Mr Oleksandr.

“If  Oleksandr happens to 
win, then Joshua should retire 
from boxing,” Peter Oboh said.

On Fury's fight against 
Deontay Wilder, the former 
W B A  I n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l 
c h a m p i o n  s a i d .  “ T h e 
Fury/Wilder rematch would 
have been a fifty fifty fight bet, 
but the psychological effect of  
the beating Wilder took from 
Fury in their last encounter 
was too much and it could 
come to play in favour of  the 
champion. Wilder is a good 
fighter, the scars of  the injuries 
that Fury gave to him must still 
be there.

I think Wilder should have 
taken pay off  from Joshua and 
Fury's camps to allow them to 
fight.”

Joshua 'll be too tough for Usyk, says Oboh

Again Caster Semenya misses 5000m
qualifying standard

Juventus make first
Locatelli offer

Rangers move to sign
Osayi-Samuel from
Fenerbahce

Joshua

SamuelSamuelSamuel

SemanyaSemanyaSemanya

LocatelliLocatelliLocatelli
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dion Ighalo's 

Omarriage may 
be heading for 

the rocks following the 
latest comments from his 
estranged wife

The Al-Shabab star 
has allegedly welcomed 
a new baby from another 
w o m a n  a f t e r  h i s 

h i e f  P r e s s 

CSecretary to the 
Edo State Deputy 

Governor, Ebomhiana 
Musa, has said the state-
owned Bendel Insurance 
will not return to the 
Nigeria National League 
following the ruling of  the 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
Federation's Disciplinary 
Committee, The PUNCH 
reports. 

Fans of  Remo Stars 
encroached the pitch in 
Ikenne,  Ogun S ta te, 
during the week 21 NNL 
tie between Insurance and 
home side Remo on June 
6, with the game goalless 
in the 96th minute. 

The irate home fans 
c h a s e d  t h e  v i s i t i n g 
Insurance players away, 
wielding clubs and sticks. 

According to the Edo 
State Government, 10 
members of  the Insurance 
squad, including players 
and officials, sustained 
v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  
injuries. 

Last week, Edo State 
G o v e r n o r ,  G o d w i n 
Obaseki, after a visit to the 
i n j u r e d  p l aye r s  a n d 
officials at the Central 
Hospital, Benin City, 
withdrew the club from 
the NNL, adding that his 
administration would 
take legal action against 
Remo for the “dastardly 
act.” 

Obaseki  a lso  sa id 
Insurance would only 
return to the league if  the 
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
F e d e r a t i o n  t o o k 
appropriate sanctions 
against Remo Stars. 

“For now, we can't 
continue with the league; 
we wi l l  suspend the 
par ticipation of  Edo 
Insurance in the league 
unt i l  NFF takes  the 
appropriate sanctions 
against those who injured 
our players and also take 

interest in treating our 
players. We want to see 
that the right things are 
done in the league. This is 
t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  I 
understand Insurance 
p l a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n 
attacked,” Obaseki stated. 

On Friday, the NFF 
Disciplinary Committee 
fined Remo N900,000 – 
N500,000 for breaches of  
COVID-19 Protocol and 
the discontinuation of  the 
m a t c h  d u e  t o 
encroachment by Remo 
fans, and N400,000 as 
general damages against 
Remo, to be paid to 
Insurance. 

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen, Musa said 
d e s p i t e  I n s u r a n c e 
impressive position on the 
league table, which could 
earn them a promotion to 
the topflight league, the 
club would only return to 
the NNL until they got 
justice. 

He said, “The club has 
released a statement and 
the statement is very clear, 
but let me add that there 
were instances where 
lesser atrocities were 
created by football fans 
and heavy sanctions were 
imposed on the teams 
concerned. When Holy 
Arrow (fans) attacked our 
players in Delta, they said 
we had no evidence and 
didn't do anything; no 
sanction was imposed, 
aside from moving the 
match to Enugu, which 
a l s o  a m o u n t e d  t o 
punishing us and the 
offenders.

“What have we done 
to NFF and the league 
management? It looks like 
they are out to suppress us 
a n d  p u n i s h  B e n d e l 
Insurance. 

“Our take is that they 
are playing politics with 
Nigerian football and 
they need to separate both 

clearly. They are killing 
football in the country. 

“By our rating on the log 
we  a r e  s u r e  t o  s e c u r e 
promotion, but with the way 
the judgment is, we will not 
return to the league until 
justice is done.” 

Also, Insurance, in a 
statement signed by their 
media off icer,  Kehinde 
O s a g i e d e ,  a n d  m a d e 
ava i lab le  to  newsmen, 
rejected the disciplinary 
committee's ruling.

“We received the Nigeria 
N a t i o n a l  F o o t b a l l 
Disciplinary Committee's 
judgement on the case of  
assault, security breaches 
and field encroachment 
established against Remo 
Stars with dismay, disbelief  
and total loss of  confidence 
in the country's football 
r e g u l a t o r y  b o dy,”  t h e 
statement read in part. 

“We see the judgment as 

bias and nothing but an 
instrument for encouraging 
further violence in Nigerian 
football, a call to anarchy, 
a n d  i s  t h e r e f o r e 
unacceptable. 

“The only substance 
derivable from the judgment 
is the untouchable status 
vested on Remo Stars by 
N N L .
“Directing Remo Stars to 
pay N400,000 to Bendel 
Insurance FC as damages is 
a big insult to us and the 
people of  Edo State. 

“ I n s u r a n c e  F C  w i l l 
therefore explore other legal 
alternatives to seek adequate 
redress by way of  appealing 
to the Nigeria Football 
F e d e r a t i o n  A p p e a l s 
Committee and may go to 
higher authority. 

“Finally, we will not play 
any match until we get 
justice.” 

e s t r a n g e d  w i f e 
congratulated him on 
Instagram.

Ighalo and his wife, 
Adesuwa Sonia, have 
been living separately 
since January last year- 
although they are still 
legally married.

Sonia took to her 

Instagram page to share 
the news that her husband 
has a new child from 
another woman. She also 

est Ham are in 

Wthe race to sign 
N i g e r i a 

international, Paul Onuachu 
in the summer transfer 
window, according to a new 
report.

All Nigeria Soccer reports 
that the Racing Genk striker 
is also wanted by Brighton, 
as they both look to bring in 
attackers this summer.

Onuachu had a fantastic 
season for Genk, scoring 29 

goals in 33 games in the 
league.

The 27-year-old has been 
with the club since 2019, and 
has a contract until 2024.

Brighton may have an 
advantage given they have 
cultivated a relationship 
with Genk over the past few 
seasons, signing Leandro 
Trossard from the club, and 
could table an offer in the 
coming weeks.

added that this is not the 
first child Ighalo has from 
another woman, saying the 
former Manchester United 

striker has another child 
outside already.

Sonia also hinted she 
had received her divorce 
papers,  reveal ing  she 
received an email from the 
court. The mother of  three 
also claimed there are still 
many 'slay queens' still 
trying to get a hold of  
Ighalo.

Igha lo  has  ye t  to 
respond to the comments, 
but the former Watford 

ormer heavyweight Fboxing champion, 
Deontay Wilder, 

stunned fans globally after 
he revealed on Saturday he 
had traced his roots to Edo 
State. 

In a viral video posted 
on Youtube, Wilder, who 
has never visited Nigeria, 
said he was ready to return 
home to learn more about 
his people. 

He said, “I want to go 
back and learn more about 
my culture and information 
with things about me. 

“Once I'm done with 
what I'm doing, I'm going 
back to see my tribe Edo.

“I want to see my culture 
and my ancestors and learn 
a lot of  things. We all have 
lots of  things that we are 
connected to that we know 
nothing about. I'll love to go 
there and do research about 
my roots and my tribe,” he 
added. 

Wilder, who enjoyed a 
five-year reign as the WBC 
heavyweight champion 
between 2015 and 202, 
before losing his title to 
Tyson Fury in February, 
will follow in the footsteps 

o f  UCF we l t e rwe igh t 
champion Kamaru Usman, 
who recently returned to 
Edo, having left the country 
when he was just eight years 
old. 

Nigeria has produced 
top boxers like Samuel 
Peter,  Dick Tiger  and 
Hogan Bassey; the trio 
undisputed former world 
c h a m p i o n s ,  P e t e r  a t 
heavyweight ,  Tiger  a t 
m i d d l e  a n d  l i g h t 
heavyweight, and Bassey at 
featherweight. 

C u r r e n t  w o r l d 
c h a m p i o n ,  A n t h o n y 
Joshua, has also visited 
Sagamu, Ogun State, where 
his father hails from. 

str iker  is  back in the 
countr y  and recent ly 
celebrated his birthday, 
which had in attendance 
former Super Eagles stars.

He is also rumoured to 
b e  i n  a  r o m a n t i c 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h 
Nollywood actress Lillian 
E s o r o,  w h o  r e c e n t ly 
divorced her husband, Ubi 
Franklin.

Ighalo and Sonia have 
three kids together from 
their union.

Ighalo's marriage heads for the rocks
Wife confirms Ighalo has baby outside

Ikenne violence:
Insurance reject
NFF judgment, vow
to continue NNL
boycott

West Ham in race to sign
Onuachu

I’m from Edo

– Ex-boxing champion,

Wilder 

Ighalo, his wife and kidsIghalo, his wife and kidsIghalo, his wife and kids

WilderWilderWilder

OnuachuOnuachuOnuachu
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Imo State was once declared the 
cleanest state in Nigeria and got 
a cash award then. That was in 

1984 under the military regime of  
General Muhammadu Buhari. 
Under Ohakim with his Clean and 
Green initiative the state was also 
reckoned with cleanliness. I am not 
sure that the present managers of  the 
state are aware of  the former status 
of  the state in terms of  hygiene. If  
they are aware they are not prepared 
to return the state to that status.

If  another survey were to be 
carried out on the hygiene of  a state 
Imo will certainly win another 
honour but this time picking the 
rear. You don't need to argue this if  
you aware of  the sanitary condition 
of  the state as at moment. Truth 
must  be  to ld  that  s ince  th is 
government assumed office Imo has 
been experiencing the worst state of  

un-cleanliness.
Un-evacuated refuse dumps have 

been allowed to pile in some 
locations for days and sometimes 
weeks unattended to. An observer 
noted that the sanitary condition of  
the state took a worse turn when 
refuse disposal was handed to 
another agency away from the 
popular ENTRACO. Government it 
was learnt set up another agency to 
manage waste and turn it into 
wealth. It is clear that they have not 
lived up to expectation drawing from 
what is on ground.

In front of  Girls' Secondary 
School, Ikenegbu Layout Owerri, 
there is a refuse dump which has 
taken half  of  the road and stretching 
from one part of  the gate to the end 
of  the fence. It poses great health 
hazards for the students as well as 
the residents in the area. In the last 

one month evacuation of  the waste 
has been done sparingly.

If  it persists there are fears that the 
residents would be attacked by 
diseases. Meanwhile the stench 
oozing out from the dumpsite is not 
allowing shop operators around the 
area to do their businesses. Other 
parts the capital territory like, Uratta 
road, Egbu, Orji, the Municipal are 
all littered with heaps of  rubbish 
endangering the life of  the people. 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Fire Service Round-About: 
Kudos to Gov Uzodimma

Solution to every 
problem is through 
your consciousness 

Imo residents risk epidemic from 
un-evacuated waste dumps  

ntil one week ago, to 

Ucross the Fire Service 
Round About was a 

big nightmare. If  you had 
planned to catch up an 
appointment so fast and must 
pass that route you can be sure 
y o u  a r e  r i s k i n g  t h a t  
appointment. Sometimes, it 
takes between 45 minutes to an 
hour to cross that junction. 
Aside from time constraint, 
there is the hissing and mental 
torture coupled with anxiety 
and curses placed on the 
authorities arising from the 
traffic jam.

W i t h  t h e  o n g o i n g  
reconstruction of  the point, 
traffic control was near 
impossible. The policemen 
were always overwhelmed with 
the attitude of  the road users 
who were always in a hurry. 
M a n y  o f  u s  u s e d  t h e  
opportunity to show that they 
were never better than the lower 
animals we slaughter to eat as 
food.   

Today, the matter is different. 
Even with the job still ongoing 
the traffic light installed has 
helped to contain the traffic 
situation. It is a beauty to 
behold how vehicles queue to 
take turns as directed by the 
traffic light. The government 
should sustain this effort by 
ensuring strict compliance to 
traffic regulations and coming 
hard on defaulters.

Besides, it should strive to 
sustain the traffic light else the 
situation will return or there is 
no meaning or value added to 
the effort. We commend the 
efforts of  the governor who had 
serious bashing from my pen 
earlier for the monumental 
agonies the people were 
subjected to. It would be nice if  
the job is quickened for all the 
other traffic points in the state 
c a p i t a l .  K u d o s  G o v  
Uzodimma.

s we go through life we are 

Achallenged one way or another 
with issues. The scripture has 

enjoined us to ''Seek and you shall find, 
or knock and the door shall be opened''. 
Some of  us have been doing this 
without results. What we require to 
know is that for us to draw divine 
blessings we must be at a level of  life. If  
we are below that level we may not be 
able to attract what we seek.

W h
a t  we get 
i s  i n  a c c o r d  
with our level  of  spiri tual  
development. If  we get nothing it is 
possible that we may not have made 
any progress spiritually. Rebazar 
Tarzs said that for us to receive 
anything we must be at a level of  
acceptance. Stated below are 
comments drawn from the FLUTE 
OF GOD which further illustrates 
that it is through our consciousness 
that we can find solutions to our 
problem.  

“A real teacher does very little for 
the individual, except to point the 
way. The greatest flaw that we have, 
as students of  Divine Science is to 
expect results to come from outside 
of  us. Instead, they always come 
from within the individual who 
makes an effort towards using the 
God Power. 

“For those who seek a goal, the 
common complaint is delay. “If  I 
am God, one says, then why can't it 
be realized? Usually because one is 
not willing to accept what he is. By 
not doing so, the individual closes 
himself  to the higher planes from 
which the Divine Blessings flow. 
When he learns this, does an about 
face, starts anew, he gains his goal. 

“It is seldom that an obstacle has 
anything to do with a goal or desire, 
but tension does. Tension is almost 
always the cause of  delay. 
Whenever  one  fee l s  tense,  
de spe ra t e ly  anx ious  abou t  
something, his contact with the 
God Power is lessened, for tension 
fastens the consciousness on the 
plane of  “illusion'', instead of  on 
the plane of  what is possible. One is 
apt to be visualizing the lack of  
what is desired, rather than what is 
desired, rather than what is desired. 

“The solution is to make contact 
with the God Power, relax in God 
and let His blessings flow. We have 
free will to make our own choice. 
We are at liberty to grow into the 
knowledge of  our powers as the 
Prince and Heirs of  God or not. 
And it will happen, despite 
centuries of  subtle, often hidden 
unbelief  of  fixed desires.

“The solution to every desire and 
problem that man has comes 
through his consciousness. Others 
can strengthen and encourage us 
but it is our consciousness that 
receives the gift. If  we cannot solve 
the difficulty at hand, it is because 
of  something within us. We are 
working with hope and not faith.”

Culled from the FLUTE OF GOD, 

an Eckankar literature      

Uzodimma

Labour  Party not for 
sale - NLC
No law supports govt 
appointing Town Union 
presidents - Traditional ruler
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