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he government of President TMuhammadu Buhari turned 
six two days ago, May 29 but 

which celebration is now tied to 
Democracy Day, a day set aside in 
commemoration of the death of 
Moshood Abiola. Abiola, the 
acclaimed winner of the botched 
June 12 election is now adjudged as 
the symbol of democracy.

Taking stock of six years in power 
under Buhari provides a herculean 
task of identifying what good can be 
said of this government. This is 
never to deride the government but 
the seemingly overwhelming reality 
of what has been described as bad 
governance all over swallows up 
what good that can be said about the 
government.

Amidst very high expectations 
PMB mounted the saddle. While 
expecting the wonders it took six 
months to form a government, 
tongues wagged and we were caught 
by falling oil prices, naira was in a 
free fall and then recession came. 
The country has been in and out of 
recession twice but still epileptic 
economy.

While it struggled to find its level 
the Covid-19 pandemic joined forces 
to compound its efforts at making 
progress. For the period Covid-19 
lasted it was the only period the 
country seemingly took a breathing 
space from insecurity. 

Even when the government is 
anchored on the three pillars of 
rolling back insecurity, curbing 
corruption and improving the 
economy. Looking back while those 
in powers are rolling out the drums 
beating their chest that they have 
performed, the citizens are not on 
the page with them given the 
realities on ground. 

Buhari's scorecard is anything but 
impressive if we are to draw from 
opinion surveys and the actual 
situation in place. The country has 
never been more divided than now. 
The agitation for separatist state has 
never been more intensified than 
now. The state of  insecurity 
compares to that of nation with 

itself. Government appears to have 
lost focus of why it exists what with 
the senseless killings all over the 
nation.   

Except in agriculture, in truth the 
government has been long in 
promises and short in delivering 
them. We must appreciate the 
courage of the president in halting 
rice importation a situation that 
compelled Nigerians to look in to 
explore our agricultural potentials. 
We are proud to note that states like 
Anambra, Ebonyi, and Kebbi noted 
for rice productions are maximizing 
creditably the opportunity. It is the 
same with grain production.

The rail line project on going 
especially in the northern part of 
Nigeria attracts commendation. Its 
impact in moving goods and 
personnel at relatively low charge is 
a boost to the economy. We 
encourage the government to let it go 
round especially in the South East 
which is another trading hub.

However, we must not fail to 
complain that the gains that possibly 
accrued or may have accrued from 
the modest effort of the government 
is wiped away by the unending 
insecurity engendered by Fulani 
herders attack against farmers. 
Sadly, the government appears 
overwhelmed lacking any solution 
in spite of huge budgetary allocation 
to curb insecurity.

The Middle belt and Southern 
Kaduna have been at the receiving 
end of the herders' war and recently 
the South East and South West. The 
government inability to curtail the 
situation has continued to fuel the 
suspicion by the Nigerian public that 
there is more to it than meets the eye 

News Echo frowns at the federal 
government strategy at ending the 
crises especially in the South East 
region. It should understand that 
what it is doing is using fire to 
quench fire. It should adopt dialogue 
and more importantly address the 
root cause of the agitation. This it 
should approach sincerely to save 
funds from engaging military 
action. 
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you that a million video clips of  the 
leader may not have the effect of  
one single public appearance to 
reassure the people.”

The above can be said of  many of  
our governors, too, who have 
become so removed from the 
people who voted them to power 
that they could as well have come 
from colonial Britain.

Democracy shouldn't just be a 
label we affix to how our autocratic 
leaders carry on their affairs as if  
the mere act of  voting reduces the 
voters from citizens to subjects. No 
matter what paraphernalia of  
t rans ient  power  sur rounds  
him/her, a true democrat knows 
that he is an employee of  the people 
and that stratagems for their well 
being and happiness ought to 
consume his  every waking 
moment.

Happy Democracy Day!
Fake News and Ethnic Baiting
The lesson of  the story is that one 

should be very careful in this era of  
fake news, lest one makes 
irreparable errors that can further 
rend the tattered fabrics of  society. 
When you hear such a story, check, 
check and check again!

I received the following story, 
attributed to Uche Onyeagocha, 
from a concerned Nigerian after 
some Nor ther n  pol i t i c ians  
threatened to attack Igbo interests 
in the North, following the 
reported attack on Northern onion 
traders at Enyiogugu, Imo State, 
and the burning of  cows in 
Akwatta Junction, Anambra State.

It turned out that whereas the 
substance of  the story is true, the 
dramatis personae were totally 
different. According to the story:

“The tragedy of  the onion issue 
at Enyiogugu is that it belongs to an 
Mbaise man. His name is Vincent 
I k e o t u o n y e  U g o e k e  f r o m  
Umuawada Onicha Ezinihitte 
Mbaise LGA. The man also owns 
the truck. His two drivers who are 
Northerners had been lodged in a 
hotel before the incident.

The onion, the truck, their owner 
and the looters are all Mbaise. 
What is the quarrel of  the Northern 
Onion Association? They quickly 
concluded that Northerners had 
been attacked and placed an Onion 
embargo on Ndigbo. 

“The burning cows in the 
incident at Akwatta junction, 
Awka, belong to Mr Cosmas of  
Umunnachi in Dunukofia LGA of  
Anambra State. His truck carrying 
cows lost control, killed some and 
wounded some people. Angry 
bystanders got mad and set the 
truck with the cows on fire. Truck, 
cows, owner, people killed and 
wounded, angry mob are all 
Anambra people. No northerner 
involved.”

The lesson of  the story is that one 
should be very careful in this era of  
fake news, lest one makes 
irreparable errors that can further 
rend the tattered fabrics of  society. 
When you hear such a story, check, 
check and check again!

 Wole Olaoye can be reached 
through wole.olaoye@gmail.com.

merely use the people as a ladder to 
ascend to power. But I digress.

“So, the leader falls into a trap 
from which only Providence can 
extricate him. He starts having 
messianic complex. I have seen this 
play out over and over again at the 
local, state and federal levels that I 
wonder if  those leaders were never 
prepared for the high position they 
occupied to the extent that they had 
to encounter empirically verifiable 
reality about the problems facing 
the people from sycophantic third 
parties”.

Democracy shouldn't just be a 
label we affix to how our autocratic 
leaders carry on their affairs as if  
the mere act of  voting reduces the 
voters from citizens to subjects. No 
matter what paraphernalia of  
t rans ient  power  sur rounds  
him/her, a true democrat knows 
that he is an employee of  the 
people…

On the occasion of  this year's 
Democracy Day, I will repeat my 
2017 counsel to President Buhari, 
especially as his administration 
inches towards the evening of  its 
mandate:

“In terms of  style, Buhari has to 
change gear… The president is 
being turned into a national 
monument that is viewed only a 
couple of  celebratory times a year. 
Why must he be hemmed in as if  
he's being 'protected' from the 
people? We have had half  a dozen 
tragic occurrences in the last one 
year at which the president ought to 
have made even a symbolic 
appearance to assure the people 
that he has their back. Any PR 
expert worthy of  his hire would tell 

meaning of  democracy. Thus, it is 
an aberration when those around 
the corridors of  power, be they All 
Progressives Congress (APC) or 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
members, treat the elected leader as 
a semi-god.

I examined this issue in my Daily 
Trust column of  January 9, 2017. 
One of  the frustrations of  a 
columnist is that you sometimes 
feel like a broken record, or that 
your insights just bounce off  the 
radar of  the audience the way water 
bounces off  the back of  a duck.

In the said piece t i t led,  
' B a n i s h i n g  t h e  K a b i y e s i  
Syndrome', I said, inter alia, that: 

“It has become part of  our 
national character to deify 
temporary tenants of  power. We 
isolate them from the people to 
ensure that the only way they can 
know what is going on is to ask 
those who have formed a cabal 
around them. At every level of  
governance you find elected 
officials who came from among the 
people but suddenly no longer 
recognise the people and their 
pains, hopes and aspirations.

“I call it the 'Kabiyesi' syndrome 
— the transmogrification of  an 
elected person into a pseudo 
royalty as if  his position was 
hereditary like that of  the authentic 
royal father. The word 'kabiyesi' 
means “no one dares question 
you”, and it is respectfully used for 
royal fathers in Yorubaland. That is 
the real thing, not this fake one 
where lizards insists on being called 
dragons. The real Kabiyesis are 
close to the people, these fake ones 

ally, Bola Ahmed Tinubu. “The 
mention he made of  Lagos”, says 
Garba Shehu, “was not a reference 
to the respected party leader, 
Senator Bola Tinubu, as the 
opposition party's predatory 
designs would put it in order to 
damage the excellent relationship 
between the two of  them”.

“I call it the 'Kabiyesi' syndrome 
— the transmogrification of  an 
elected person into a pseudo 
royalty as if  his position was 
hereditary like that of  the authentic 
royal father. The word 'kabiyesi' 
means “no one dares question 
you”, and it is respectfully used for 
royal fathers in Yorubaland. That is 
the real thing, not this fake one 
where lizards insists on being called 
dragons…”

As a Nigerian committed to the 
progress of  Nigeria, I believe that 
we all have to help those at the helm 
with ideas that can help them 
achieve our collective dream of  a 
better life for all. In that spirit, we 
have to ask those in power whether 
they accept the full tenets and 
implications of  democracy as a 
system of  government, or if  they 
are satisfied with just running 
fiefdoms in civilian garb. Does the 
mere fact that the political leader is 
an elected civilian automatically 
t r a n s l a t e  t o  d e m o c r a t i c  
governance?

I am not the only one who thinks 
that democracy ought to be about 
institutions and the rule of  law, as 
against the rule of  man. Whereas 
an autocrat can be attired in 
agbada, the flowing robe has no 
essential connection with the 

oes the mere fact that the Dpolitical leader is an 
e l e c t e d  c i v i l i a n  

a u t o m a t i c a l ly  t r a n s l a t e  t o  
democratic governance?

I am not the only one who thinks 
that democracy ought to be about 
institutions and the rule of  law, as 
against the rule of  man. Whereas 
an autocrat can be attired in 
agbada, the flowing robe has no 
essential connection with the 
meaning of  democracy. Thus, it is 
an aberration when those around 
the corridors of  power…treat the 
elected leader as a semi-god.

The question on the lips of  many 
Nigerians as the nation marks 
another Democracy Day is this: Is 
democracy defined only by the fact 
that the government is led by 
elected civilians?

That question becomes even 
more germane now that the 
Nigerian government has taken 
certain measures considered anti-
democratic by a section of  the 
citizenry, especially the millions of  
cyber-revolution natives who 
congregate around the global cyber-
village every second of  the day to 
greet, discuss, quarrel, trade, gather 
information and improve their lot 
in many hitherto unbelievable 
ways.

The  c red i t  fo r  chang ing  
Democracy Day from May 29 (the 
anniversary of  the military 
handover of  power to a civilian 
administration in 1999) to June 12, 
when Moshood Abiola defied the 
national fault-lines of  religion and 
ethnicity to win a pan-Nigerian 
mandate, goes to the Buhari 
administration and history will give 
him a kind mention for that. 

However, Nigeria is more divided 
today than at any other time in the 
country's history. The supreme 
irony is the fact that the man who 
gave official recognition to June 12 
is presiding at a period of  
unprecedented turmoil in the land.

Nduka Obaigbena's Arise News 
Channel carried out a journalistic 
coup by getting an exclusive 
interview with the most media-shy 
leader Nigeria has had since 1960. 
The reclusive Sani Abacha doesn't 
even come close. Coming shortly 
before June 12, both the interviewee 
and his interviewers chose the right 
moment.

Like all interviews, this one 
generated its fair share of  post-
mortems, as can be seen in both the 
formal and digital media. The 
president's response to questions on 
open grazing, succession, nepotism 
and the construction of  a railway 
line to Maradi in Niger Republic 
attracted the most virulent 
comments from many critics in 
Nigeria, who took full advantage of  
the rare opportunity to spar with the 
president in the virtual marketplace 
of  ideas.

On the president's statement that 
his party was being reorganised so 
that nobody could sit down in 
Lagos and decree how things 
should run, his aides quickly 
countered the avalanche of  
criticism by opponents who alleged 
that the president was throwing an 
uppercut at the jaws of  his political 
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here is no limit to what Tthe human mind can 
conceive or think. There 

is also no end to what human 
beings can do. Testimonies 
abound of  all that have been 
conceived and achieved. 
Human history is the story of  a 
triumphant march of  human 
endeavours. The list is endless 
and full of  the good, the bad and 
the ugly.

It pays to build than to 
destroy. Our creations make life 
meaningful and enjoyable. But 
while it takes time and toil to 
build, it is easy to destroy and at 
less cost. The wicked can wreck 
monumental havoc and the 
consequences can last longer 
than expected.

One bad man,  i f  not  
checkmated, can destroy the 
good work of  a million good 
men. While it takes years to 
build monuments, a match stick 
wrongly used can raze down 
such structures within hours. 
Monsters don't just grow when 
reasons sleep, they go to work 
with a little touch of  anger.

Anger is a letter 'D' short of  
danger. With anger a potential 
danger can be activated, leading 
to ultimate destruction. When 
anger is let loose, avoidable 
ruination will follow. When a 
man played into the hands of  
his enemy, what he has 
l a b o u r e d  f o r  wo u l d  b e  
destroyed with idiotic fancy - 
and the annihilation would be 
total if  the destroyer is a 
nepotistically deranged despot!

I t  b a f f l e s  b e y o n d  
understanding to what extent 
people can go for evil. The 
carnage done by men under the 
influence of  power is proof  of  
man's inhumanity against man. 
Some people can stop at 
nothing to destroy others even 
when it will cost less for 
reconciliation. Some prefer war 
to peace forgetting in haste that 
war does no one any good. In 
war, every party records 
casualties.

What begs for an answer, and 
explanation, is the animalistic 
attitude of  some human beings. 
Why do some people do 
everything to train and protect 
their children but will stop at 
nothing to devise evil and go out 
to punish and kill the children 
of  other people? Those that 
inflict pains on others will do 
everything to avoid having pain.

There are evi l  people 
everywhere with no end to their 
machinations. They cause 
harm, pain and miser y.  
However, in line with the law of  
polarity, the existence of  evil 
people is proof  that good people 

also exist. Be among the good 
people and work to overcome 
evil with good. Be the light that 
illuminates and overpowers 
darkness. Be a living testimony 
of  good deeds.

S o m e  p e o p l e  l i ve  i n  
ignorance and don't know what 
they are doing, and some who 
do know are victims of  self-
imposed bondage. By induction 
or imitation, they mortgage 
their conscience and become 
out rightly devilish perpetuating 
the cycle of  mischief.

But it pays to be simple and 
free than being complex and 
living in fear. Wickedness does 
not pay. It rather creates barriers 
and causes avoidable problems. 
It makes life miserable and tears 
the world to pieces. A wicked 
person never knows peace and 
can never enjoy peace of  mind. 
Indeed, they suffer more than 
the targets of  their misdeeds. 

No one can truly gain 
something by pulling someone 

d o w n .  E x t i n g u i s h i n g  
someone's candle will never 
increase the intensity of  another 
p e r s o n ' s  l i g h t .  K i l l i n g  
somebody will not add a second 
to another person's lifespan. 
There is really no need to plot 
i n i q u i t y.  T h e r e  i s  n o  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e v i l  
machinations. There is no 
creativity in destruction. There 
is no gain in misanthropy.

Every waste is a minus to 
humanity. Every wicked act 
darkens the world. Nothing of  
positive impact can be achieved 
with wicked intentions and 
disposit ions.  Wickedness 
blocks creative instincts and 
reduces humanity, so shun it.

Be a peace maker and spread 
the message of  peace and 
peaceful coexistence. Empower 
yourself  and empower others. 
Channel your talents, energy 
and time into productive 
ventures. Do the little you can at 
every giving time to make the 

world a better place.
That we are here for a while 

should give us reasons to do our 
best without conflicts of  interest 
and silly competitions so that 
when it is time to leave, we can 
gladly kiss and say goodbye 
without remorse or regret.

Learn to see, and get, the best 
from every situation and every 
experience. This way you will 
not be discouraged by the 
betrayal of  a confidant or the 
attack of  an enemy. Don't be 
carried away by praises else you 
will fall for the baits of  
sycophants and pretended 
friends.

No man can ever give what 
he lacks. Be mindful of  the 
company you keep. Don't be 
cajoled to seek prosperity 
without meaningful work. A 
marriage of  hard and smart 
work produces great results – 
anything outside this is a 
gamble, a dangerous ponzi 
scheme.

G
o o d  

succes
s is more 

o f  
compl ementation. Give and 
you will get so we cannot grow 
by destroying others. It is not 
possible for a man to be pulling 
someone down and at the same 
time expect another person to 
be pushing him up. This 
explains why those filled with 
acrimony and malice often 
excels negatively, descending 
deep into retrogression having 
nothing to show at the end of  
the day.

We don't need to put 
anybody down for us to rise so 
stop the sabotage. Were you 
guilty, repent and do restitution. 
Betrayal breeds revenge, and 
nothing can stop revenge, not 
even a plea of  clemency 
t h r o u g h  s a n c t i m o n i o u s  
religious messages. Anyway, 
one may forgive but not forget 
as the sight and feel of  betrayal 
scars bring back painful 
memories.

In pursuit of  ambition and 
the conquest of  happiness, no 
one should be harmed or 
sacrificed. It is wicked to plot 
the downfall of  anyone but 
barbaric to kill another person. 
Avoid things that can cause pain 
or tears in others. Uplift people.

T h e r e  i s  n o  g a i n  i n  
wickedness. Instead of  cursing 
darkness, ignite light. The world 
is big enough for everyone to 
live. We can operate optimally 
without rancor and malice. 
Another person's success can 
never stop us from having our 
own success if  only we are true 
to ourselves. Whoever we are, 
whatever we have, and however 
big they look, we are a 
microscopic infinitesimal part 
of  the universe. Together, we 
achieve more.

There is a limit to everything. 
There is no lasting gain in 
wicked acts. Don't be devilish; 
be compassionate. Have charity 
for all and malice for none. Live 
to be the light that brightens up 
people and places not darkness 
that blurs the path and ruins 
lives. Learn to build, not 
destroy; and build something 
good, edifying and unifying. 
Look for the good in every 
situation. Get the pearl from 
pains and you will live above 
board.

I n  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  
wickedness, we need each other 
and we need one another to get 
the best of  life.

“

“

Every wicked act darkens the world

No	one	can	truly	gain	something	by	pulling	someone	down.	
Extinguishing	someone's	candle	will	never	increase	the	

intensity	of	another	person's	light.	Killing	somebody	will	not	
add	a	second	to	another	person's	lifespan.	There	is	really	no	need	to	
plot	iniquity.	There	is	no	justification	for	evil	machinations.	There	is	
no	creativity	in	destruction.	There	is	no	gain	in	misanthropy.	Every	
waste	is	a	minus	to	humanity.	Every	wicked	act	darkens	the	world.	
Nothing	of	positive	impact	can	be	achieved	with	wicked	intentions	
and	dispositions.	Wickedness	blocks	creative	instincts	and	reduces	

humanity,	so	shun	it.

Wickedness darkens our world



"Nobody knows if  it is true or 
lie, but one truth is that since the 
news on Saturday, Amangwu-
Ohafia is now militarized. 
Many have started leaving their 
homes to wherever they feel is 
safe for them. 

"Soldiers are have now taken 
over out village roads and 
intimidating people. Even my 
friend who was supposed to 
have had his marriage/wedding 
for Saturday and Sunday has 
accepted to hold on and see how 
things unfold at the neigbouring 
Elu Ohafia.

"Angry soldiers went to the 
market and started pursuing 
people all over. This is so bad. 
This matter started since Friday, 
but got worse on Saturday."

Another source however said 
that actions of  soldiers who 
were using bayonets to puncture 
the tyres of  vehicles of  innocent 
people at Ebem-Ohafia over 
alleged infraction of  their rules, 
after the incident with the 
gunmen was uncalled for.

The source also lambasted 
the media for exaggerating and 
escalating the incident in 
Ohafia, stressing that claiming 
that six soldiers were killed at 
Amangwu-Ohafia without 
official confirmation is a ploy to 
encourage the army to massacre 
innocent people.

News Echo reports that 
trouble has been brewing in 
Amangwu-Ohafia for some 
weeks after some unidentified 
gunmen had attacked and burnt 
the home of  a prominent son of  
the community, whom the 
gunmen alleged mounted 
tracker cameras which they 
claimed pointed towards the 
home of  a native doctor in the 
community.

A source said that the 
cameras incident may not be too 
far from what might have 
i g n i t e d  t h e  r e c e n t  
p a n d e m o n i u m  i n  t h e  
community,  but however 
stressed that the peace is calm as 
at when filling this report.

“Yes, a lot of  people slept 
outside their homes on Friday 
and Saturday. People were 
afraid even from Thursday 
when some signs of  the incident 
began, but as at today Sunday, 
there hasn't been any trouble so 
far and we thank God.”

Effor ts  to  get  of f ic ia l  
s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  A r m y  
spokesman in Abia, Captain 
Illiya Dauda and the Police 
Public Relations Officer in the 
state, SP Geoffrey Ogbonna 
failed, as they could not pick 
their calls.

Meanwhile, Abia State 
government is yet to also make 
an official statement about the 
situation.

"Our youths are running 
away to other towns because we 
know that the army will see the 
youths here as targets if  truly the 
rumour about death of  some 
soldiers is true. We've heard 
such news from other places 
before. 

of  angry soldiers. 
"Many buildings were burnt 

at Amangwu Ohafia yesterday, 
as the soldiers claimed that 
those houses were used as 
camping grounds by the 
gunmen. For me, I don't know if  
they killed any soldier. But 
rumours are suggesting it.

that soldiers attached to the 14 
Brigade Ohafia may likely 
avenge  the  a l l eged  and  
unconfirmed killing of  their 
colleagues by attacking them.

A source from the area said, 
"As I speak to you now, many 
more houses may be burnt 
today. We're now at the mercy 

o u t h s  o f  O h a f i a ,  Yespecially those from 
Amangwu-Ohafia, in 

Ohafia Local Government Area 
of  Abia State have said that they 
now live in fear after a gun battle 
between the Nigerian Army and 
some yet to be identified 
gunmen.

New Echo reports that there 
was a heavy gun battle between 
soldiers of  14 Brigade, Army 
Headquarters, Ohafia and the 
gunmen at the weekend.

The incident as gathered, has 
turned the peaceful community 
into a ghost town, as many 
youths and even old men and 
women now live in fear.

As at when filling this report, 
unconfirmed and conflicting 
information all over Abia State 
have it that some soldiers from 
the 14 Brigade Ohafia were 
killed by the gunmen while the 
gunmen also suffered some 
casualties.

Sources within Amangwu-
Ohafia, told our reporter that 
there is a mass exodus of  people 
especially youths from these 
community, because they fear 

ension has heightened in TO r u k u  C o m m u n i t y  i n 
N k a n u - E a s t  L o c a l 

Government Area of  Enugu State 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  a 
neighborhood watch personnel in the 
area.

 Reports had it that the notorious 
gang terrorizing the community shot 
and killed the private security man 
and injured another on Saturday.

The victim, Okey Ogbodo was 
said to have been shot dead while 
patrolling the troubled community 
with other members of  the vigilante 
group.

Ogbodo's killing is the third since 
December 26, 2020 when a police 
special squad was accused of  killing 
the traditional ruler, Igwe Chidiebere 
Mbah during the community's 
annual general meeting. Two months 
later, February 24, 2021 deputy 
Caretaker Committee Chairman of  
the community, Chief  Samuel Ani 
was shot and killed by gunmen.

The murder of  the community 
leaders in which some members of  
the community were f ingered 
sparked off  chain of  crisis leading to 
the burning of  over 77 houses and the 
only market in the community.

It was gathered that since soldiers 
were stationed in some strategic 

locations in the community, peace 
was gradually returning until Friday 
e v e n i n g  w h e n  s o l d i e r s  a n d 
policemen left their posts and the 
hoodlums took over. The hoodlums 
according to sources, were said to 
have seized the absence of  the law 
enforcement agents, ransacked the 
community and robbed households 

t  w a s  a  w e l l - d e s e r v e d Irecogni t ion,  as  the  Mass 
Communication Department of  

Nnamdi Azikiwe, Awka, bestowed a 
prestigious award on Dr. Nelson 
Omenugha, the Convener of  Youths 
Earnestly Seek Soludo (YESS). 

A former Vice Chancellor of  
C h u k w u e m e k a  O d u m e g w u 
Ojukwu University, Igbariam, Prof. 
Paul Orajiaka made the presentation 
of  the award at the event of  marking 
the silver jubilee celebration of  the 
Mass Communication Department 
of  Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
Awka (UNIZIK), and maiden 
a l u m n i  h o m e c o m i n g  o f  t h e 
Department.

Presenting the award, Prof. 
Orajiaka described Omenugha as a 
hardworking young man who has 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  b o t h 
academically, leadership wise and 
otherwise and noted that the award 
was well deserved, urging him to 
continue the good work and remain 
outstanding

Responding, the awardee, Dr. 
O m e nu g h a  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e 
department for the recognition, 
congratulated her for the feats 
attained over the past 25 years; even 
as he promised never to relent, and 
advised the students to remain 
focused in their studies.

Dr. Nelson Omenugha was 
admitted as a full-time regular 
student into Mass Communication 
Department of  UNIZIK in 2008. 

On admission and in his year one of  
study, he was elected the Class 
Representative, a position he 
meritoriously held until 2009 when 
he resigned to contest the presidency 
of  the Students' Union Government. 
He won and at age of  19, and 
became the first, and so far, the only 
Mass Communication Student to be 
elected President of  UNIZIK 
Students' Union Government. He 
contested the election with an 
outstanding cumulative CGPA of  
4.65.

Omenugha broke the jinx and set 
record as the first year 2 student to 
ever win the keenly contested 
Students '  Union Presidential 
Election. As the Students' Union 
G o v e r n m e n t  P r e s i d e n t ,  h e 
demonstrated leadership dexterity, 
championing creative initiatives, 
advocacies & interventions. 

with heavy shootings through the 
night.

A community leader, Mr. Agozie 
Anih who spoke on the development, 
said that Ogbodo was shot and killed 
in the early hours of  Saturday while 
on patrol with other neighbourhood 
watch members.

 “There is heavy fighting in Oruku 
now as the governor refuses to 
implement the report of  panel he set 
up to unravel those behind the 
murder of  Oruku traditional ruler, 

Igwe Chidiebere Mbah.
“One Okey Ogbodo, a member of  

the neighbourhood watch group in 
the community was killed. Another 
one with gunshot wound has been 
moved to the state capital.” he added.

The Chairman neighbourhood 
watch Group, Mr. Ndubuisi Ani 
confirmed the killing of  Ogbodo to 
r e p o r t e r s ,  d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s 
unfortunate.

When contacted on telephone the 
Area Commander, Agbani Area 
Command, Zainab Pembi, said she 
had not been briefed on the matter.
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Amother, Blessing 
Ebuneku Agoro, is 

in police net for selling her 
two biological daughters – 
Semilore Agoro (4 years) 
and Deborah Agoro (2 
years) for N300,000 in 
Ogun State.

o u r  b a n d i t s Fs p e c i a l i z e d  i n 
terrorizing motorists 

within Okene- Lokoja road 
have been arrested by 
hunters in Okehi Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

The hunters in a night 
raid also destroyed the 
i n d i a n  h e m p  f a r m 
belonging to the suspected 
criminals.

A Facebook post by the 
Chief  Press Secretary to 

Governor of  Kogi State, 
Onogwu Mohammed, on 
Sunday explained that the 
suspected criminals turned 
the forest into Indian hemp 
farm.

The post also revealed 
that the suspected bandits 
train special breed of  dogs 
to ward off  anyone coming 
into their territory, thus 
m a k i n g  t h e  a r e a 
inaccessible for security 
personnel.

According to Onogwu, 

during the raid, four of  the 
bandits were arrested, while 
ten of  their guard dogs were 
killed.

T h e  C h i e f  P r e s s 
Secretary, while quoting the 
Chairman of  Okehi Local 
Government Area, Hon 
Abdulraheem Ohiare who 
led the operation, warned 
that Kogi State is a no go 
area for criminal elements.

He added that the State 
Government will continue 
to hunt down criminal 
elements found within the 
State.

The woman was said to 
have sold the children 
without the knowledge of  
her husband, Oluwaseyi 
Agoro, who reported the 
matter to the police.

The State Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), 
Abimbola Oyeyemi, told 

newsmen on Sunday that 
the husband reported at the 
R e d e e m e d  C a m p  
Divisional Headquarters 
that he traveled for some 
time and returned on 
Tuesday without seeing his 
two daughters.

According to the PPRO, 

Oluwaseyi told the police 
that efforts to make his wife 
tell him the whereabouts of  
the girls yielded no result.

“Upon the report, the 
DPO of  the Redeemed 
Camp Division, CSP Alabi 
Akinjide, detailed his 
detectives to apprehend the 
suspect, who was already 
with the camp's code of  
conduct department.

“On interrogation, the 
suspect explained to the 
police that her husband left 

A
n Uber driver and 
t w o  o t h e r 
suspected dr ug 

t ra f f i cke r s  have  been 
arrested by the operatives 
of  the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency, with 
different quantities of  
cocaine at the Murtala 
Muhammed International 
Airport, Lagos. 

The Uber driver, Lawal 
Rasheed, was said to have 
b e e n  a r r e s t e d  a t  t h e 
SAHCO export shed of  
MMIA on Tuesday when 
he brought a consignment 
from his client to a freight 
f o r w a r d e r  f o r 
export to Malabo 
i n  E q u a t o r i a l 
Guinea. 

A s tatement 
issued on Sunday 
by the NDLEA 
Director of  Media 
and Advocacy, 
Femi Babafemi, 
s a id  when  the 
p a c k a g e  w a s 
s e a r c h e d , 
1 5 0 g r a m s  o f  
cocaine concealed 
inside two pieces 
of  air freshener 
were discovered. 

According to 
him, a follow up 
operation the next 
day  led  to  the 
ar rest  of  Egbo 
Maduka, at his 
r e s i d e n c e  o n 
Wednesday June 
9. 

B a b a f e m i  s a i d , 
“Investigations have so far 
confirmed that Egbo is 
behind the two seizures of  
50grams of  cocaine in hair 
attachment and another 
150g r a m s  o f  c o c a ine 
concealed in air freshener, 
heading to Malabo. The 
seizures were made on June 
4 and 8 2021 respectively.” 

Also on Friday, a male 
p a s s e n g e r ,  U d o g w u 

Johnson on Qatar Airlines 
from GRU in Brazil was 
arrested at D-arrival hall, 
MMIA, Lagos with nine 
wraps of  cocaine that 
weighed 300grams in his 
pant.

Furthermore, a 27-year-
old final-year Petroleum 
Engineering student of  
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
University, Bauchi, Ali 
Mohammed, has been 
arrested with 3.032kg of  
cannabis sativa at a motor 
pa rk  in  Iddo,  Lagos, 
following a tip off  on 
Thursday June 10 2021. 

Under interrogation, 
Ali, who hails from Nguru, 
Yobe State but brought up 
in Lagos, claimed that 
while on his way to the 
motor park in Iddo, from 
Obalende where he lives, he 
met  an acquaintance, 
Ahmed who upon learning 
that he was traveling back 
to ATBU, Bauchi via Kano 
implored him (the suspect) 
to help deliver a travel bag 
containing the  se ized 
3.032kg of  cannabis sativa 

to one Ugo who lives in 
Sabon gari, Kano. 

Ahmed told the suspect 
that he would send Ugo's 
phone number to him 
through SMS to facilitate 
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e 
consignment when he 
arrives Kano. 

T h e  s u s p e c t  w h o 
admitted knowing that the 
b a g  c o n t a i n e d  d r u g s 
however denied receiving 
or being promised any form 
of  gratification for agreeing 
to take the drugs to Kano. 

C h a i r m a n / C h i e f  
Executive of  NDLEA, 

Brig. Gen. Buba Marwa 
(retd.), has commended the 
MMIA and Lagos State 
Commands of  the agency 
for the feats while charging 
the officers and men of  the 
two Commands not to rest 
on their oars. 

H e  a s k e d  t h e m  t o 
r e m a i n  v i g i l a n t  a n d 
intens i fy  the  ongoing 
offensive action against all 
drug cartels in their areas of  
responsibility. 

home for the past two years 
and while he was away, she 
found it difficult to cater for 
the two children, with her 
other two children she had 
for another man,” it said.

She explained that while 
thinking of  what to do, one 
K o l a w o l e  I m o l e a y o  
introduced her to a Port 
Harcourt couple, who she 
said were in dire need of  
children.

“She sold the two 
daughters to the couple at 

the rate of  300,000,” 
Oyeyemi said.

The police image 
maker added that her 
confession led to the arrest 
of  the said Imoleayo; 
“they were both assisting 
t h e  p o l i c e  i n  t h e  
investigation,” the PPRO 
confirmed.

While directing that 
the suspects be moved to 
the anti-human trafficking 
and child labour unit of  
s t a t e  C I I D,  O g u n  
Commissioner of  Police, 
Edward Ajogun, said the 
sold girls must be rescued 
as soon as possible.
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the AD and PDP had two Yoruba 
candidates namely Olu Falae( 
AD) and Olusegun Obasanjo 
(PDP) which led to the election of  
the later who ruled for eight years.       

review the 1999 Constitution. 
M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  
humongous budget, perhaps, the 
biggest, lavished on public 
officials and all those paradisical 
palaces occupied by political 
apparatchiks would be terribly 
defunded, so much so that public 
offices would be desensitised. 
Running for presidency, for 
in s tance,  o r  r unn ing  fo r  
g o v e r n o r s h i p ,  n e e d s  
desensitisation. Seriously seeking 
one office or the other should 
instead be inspired by the burning 
desire to build, beam hopes, and 
be a solid block upon which 
others could indiscriminately be 
compactly joined.

On from there, I believe other 
changes would naturally be 
within our grips to come by, 
because – invoking Chinua 
Achebe – when one finger is 
stained with palm oil, it soils the 
others.  

talked about APC and PDP 
fielding two Igbo candidates in 
2023.  That was exactly the 
situation in the country in the 1999 
presidential election when both 

mimetic action, or mere soliloquy, 
with no suspense whatsoever. 
Continually creating “necessary 
illusions” or “emotionally potent 
simplifications” to hinder the 
c h a i n  o f  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  
Constitution, indeed in the 
country, would mean, even 
t h o u g h  t h a t ' s  w h a t ' s  
commonplace in 20-21th century 
democracy, we're still potentially 
puzzled, or puerile, in the ever-
changing game-mechanism of  
politicking.

x 
Clearly, then, the changes that 

were made and enacted in 1999 
brought us where we are today, 
and yet we are not holistically 
concerned and committed in 
ousting the very basic problem of  
havoc, hatred, envy, vainglory and 
hypocrisy, in every realm of  
government and leadership. To be 
sure, that's the 21st century we 
created for ourselves.

Assuming it was possible to 

search and subsequent emergence 
of  Igbo candidates for the 2023 
presidential election. 

Indeed, Okorie was not talking 
about strange things when he 

United States President, Barack 
Obama, who talked about 
'bending history.' Not presumably, 
every 'Promised Land' does have 
to essentially bend history some 
way or other.

Tell me, if  the American history 
of  white supremacy – the white 
holding public offices and 
running the spheres and affairs of  
the country – was not 'bent,' to 
such an extent that it would 
accommodate and assimilate the 
black, how would someone like 
Barack Obama, who is an African 
American, have become an 
American President, even the first 
African American; and even so, 
how will the American Dream be 
achieved, anyway? Considerably, 
that's the hallmark of  bending 
history, namely that we become 
advocates and ambassadors of  
e q u a l i t y,  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  
opportunities in all ramifications.

A potential review of  the 1999 
Constitution should not be a 

that all the socio –political 
organizations across the South 
East, including traditional rulers, 
religious leaders as well as thought 
molders would be involved in the 

have taken so long a time to 
review! It clearly means we've not 
been progressing or learning.

Something is exceedingly 
wrong somewhere, I suspect, for 
us to have been so passive, 
domiciled, subservient and even 
dominated by some dictatorial 
document particularly established 
to suite the epochal exigencies 
and existential necessities, nay of  
a military regime, to which we've 
been brainwashed or beguiled in 
surrendering individual and 
collective goals and destinies.

That's why Nigeria is where it is 
today: Kidnapping, killing, 
criminality, sophistry, banditry, 
venali ty, and al l  sor ts  or 
assortments of  impregnable acts 
and actions, extremely devoid of  
corrective measures. I am fully 
persuaded that the glamourous 
clamour for 'restructure Nigeria' 
came out of  the unshakeable 
conviction and impression of  
'bending history.' Yes, it was 44th 

he founder of  APGA and TUPP political parties, 
Chief  Chekwas Okorie, 

has emphatically stated that the 
r u l i n g  A P C  a n d  l e a d i n g  
opposition party, PDP must, based 
on good conscience, equity, 
fairness and justice fly  Igbo 
presidential candidates in the 2023 
general elections. Okorie made 
this assertion while receiving his 
award during the launch/ 
unveiling of  News Echo and News 
Insider magazine, last weekend in 
Owerri, Imo state. 

Okorie was optimistic that the 
two leading parties in the country 
understood the importance as well 
as the significance of  electing an 
Igbo president of  Nigeria in 2023. 
He said that Igbo politicians stood 
were among leading founders of  
the PDP even as they stood solidly 
behind the umbrella party until its 
unraveling in 2023 and eventual 
ouster from power in 2015. The 
great advocate of  Igbo presidency 
noted that Nigerians of  all walks 
of  life have come to terms that 
denying the presidency in 2023 
would most certainly worsen the 
current crises in the country. He 
offered himself  to lead the Igbo 
presidency in 2023, insisting that, 
at this level and stage, nobody can 
take Igbo for granted again. 

On the personalities who may 
most likely emerge as candidates 
for both the APC and PDP, Okorie 
revealed that it was still too early in 
the day for anybody to reel out 
names of  prospective Igbo 
presidential aspirants. He stated 

he two-day National TPublic Hearing on the 
rev iew of  the  1999  

Constitution is, indeed, a great 
step towards national integration 
and development. That's how 
transformation, reformation and 
restoration begin. Great changes 
don't happen in one fell swoop. In 
their recently released book, 
Change Your World, John C. 
Maxwell and Rob Hoskins 
significantly noted how “small 
a c t i o n s ,  ( w h e n )  m a d e  
consistently, lead to big changes.” 
And the dictum that “change is 
constant” even abundantly makes 
it clear that we can come to terms 
with the terms and conditions of  
required,  des ired,  aspired 
changes.

If  we do make certain changes 
in our everyday choices and 
decisions, I don't think crucial 
changes required for national 
coherence and cohesion should 
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“those of  us in the fields for 30 
months, who went through the 
war, will treat them in the 
language they understand”

(g). Today, June 10, 2021, Mr.  
President stated on Arise TV that 
“Tough Times await the South 
East”. He reiterated: “In any 
case, we said we will talk to them 
in the language they will 
understand. We will organise the 
police and the army to pursue 
them, that's what we can do and 
we will do it.”

For clarity, there has been a 
sustained agitation for secession 
by the Igbo youths, especially the 
IPOB, the Independent Peoples 
of  Biafra, led by Mr. Nnamdi 
Kanu.

"The agitation by IPOB 
became heightened by the 
obvious exclusion of  the Igbo in 
the President Buhari government 
and Mr. President has not in any 
way hidden his disdain for the 
groups that failed to vote for him 
en-masse in 2015 and 2019 
general elections.

"Ohanaeze  Ndigbo  has  
c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  
unprecedented lopsidedness of  
the Nigerian government in 
favour of  the Fulani, to the 
exclusion of  other ethnic groups, 
especially in the security 
a r c h i t e c t u r e,  w i l l  r a t h e r  
exacerbate the internal security 
challenges in the country. 

"History shows that leaders 
who espoused ethnocentric 
ideology, especially in Africa had 
often created more problems 
than they intended to solve.

"Ohanaeze Ndigbo believes 
that the agitation by the Igbo 
youth over marginalization is 
justified. In spite of  the 
orchestrated alienation of  the 
Igbo, we are committed to a 
diplomatic approach towards a 
restr uctured Nigeria  that  
guarantees equity, fairness and 
rule of  law.

"With the present level of  
violence in Nigeria; armed 
robbery, banditry, kidnappings, 
unknown gun men, herdsmen 
menace, Boko Haram, mass 
p ove r t y,  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  
downward spiral of  Nigerian 
currency and other untoward 
signals, Nigeria has arrived at a 
critical juncture. 

"Both history and literature 
show that the decision taken by a 
leader at a critical juncture has a 
lasting effect for the society. 
President Buhari has a choice 
between Dialogue on one hand 
and an avoidable War against the 
Igbo on the other. Again, history 
shows that our thoughts are very 
infinitesimal to the immutable 
Law of  the Universe''. 

indeed be shocked out of  any 
complacency.

 "Furthermore, to underscore 
the sensitive nature of  the Shock 
Twit by Mr President, the 
Twitter intervened and since 
then the social media all over the 
world are now at alert. Eminent 
Niger ians  such as  Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo, Chief  EK 
Clarke, Chief  Ayo Adebanjo, 
Chief  Emeka Anyaoku, Gen. T 
Y Danjuma, Chief  Emmanuel 
I w u a n y a n w u ,  S e n .  I k e  
Ekweremadu, Sen. Eyinna 
Abaribe, etc have urged President 
Buhari to embrace the norms of  
democracy adding that what the 
country needs as a matter of  
urgency is dialogue, mutual 
toleration and shared values; and 
not the use of  force

"Ohanaeze  Ndigbo  has  
followed with deep concern the 
security sequence targeted at the 
Igbo; namely

(a). The deliberate posting of  
Northern Military and Police 
Officers at the various strategic 
locations in the South East.

(b). The Special National 
Security Council Meeting, where 
major decisions were taken for 
the South East and the South 
South to the utter exclusion of  
security personnel from the 
South East of  Nigeria.

 (c.) The ominous Launching 
of  the Operation Restore Peace 
in the South East and South 
South

 (d). The Shoot on Sight Order 
by the Inspector General of  
Police targeted at the Igbo 
Youths

(f)  And the “Shock Twit 
where Mr. President stated that 

separatism. And that the Igbo 
want Justice, Peace, Equity and 
Fairness

"Obiozor reiterated the Igbo 
position “that Ndigbo will not 
support break-up of  Nigeria but 
Ndigbo will not be victims of  
Nigerian unity. Obiozor used the 
occasion to advise the Igbo 
Youths that “there is nothing to 
celebrate in violence. We cannot 
change our lots and situations by 
steering and provoking hatred 
amongst ourselves, raining 
insults and abuses on ourselves 
and declaring war against those 
who disagree with your own 
ideas and approach to resolving 
our common problems. 

"Ohanaeze Ndigbo, once more 
“urges the Federal Government 
to reconsider the use of  force in 
resolving the present national 
crises because, “history shows 
that military and violent means 
to solve the National problem 
l e a d s  t o  n a t i o n a l  
fractionalization, anarchy and 
e v e n t u a l  o r  i n e v i t a b l e  
disintegration.

"Obiozor however considered 
“as unfortunate the implications 
of  the June 1 statement by Mr. 
President. He recalled the last 
time he “checked or heard a 
President speaks of  (shock and 
awe), that it was reserved for the 
enemy, not to citizens.

"An erudite scholar and a 
Nobel Laureate, Professor Wole 
Soyinka decried that “when the 
elected head of  a democratic 
state like Nigeria, not perched 
precariously on the knife edge of  
power but with a couple more 
years in the kitty, threatens to 
“shock” dissidents, we should 

the army to pursue them, that's 
what we can do and we will do 
it.”

"Earlier on Tuesday, June 1, 
2021, while addressing the 
Chairman of  Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Professor Mahmood 
Yakubu in the Villa President 
Buhari “vowed to shock those 
b e n t  o n  d e s t r o y i n g  h i s  
Government. 

"The President said that 
“attacks across the nation were 
targeted to show that his 
administration has failed. 

"Mr. President added that 
“those misbehaving in certain 
parts of  the country were 
obviously too young to know the 
travails and loss of  lives that 
attended the Nigerian Civil War. 
Those of  us in the fields for 30 
months, who went through the 
war, will treat them in the 
language they will understand”.  
He stressed: “we are going to be 
very hard sooner than later.

"On June 4, 2021, Ambassador 
Professor George Obiozor, the 
President General of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo Worldwide, the apex 
socio-cultural body for the entire 
Igbo nationality addressed a 
press conference titled Nigeria at 
the Crossroads of  History, 
wherein he called for a “dialogue 
to resolve the present national 
crises. 

"The Federal Government 
should  acknowledge that  
because of  the reality of  Nigerian 
irresistible pluralism it is always 
preferable to go for dialogue 
instead of  force. Obiozor added 
that the majority of  Nigerians 
prefer unity to secession or 

hanaeze Ndigbo an apex 

Oumbrella of  Igbo socio-
cultural associations has 

again faulted the statement 
c r e d i t e d  t o  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhar i  that  
tougher times await the people of  
South East geo-political zone 

In a statement by the National 
Publicity Secretary of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, Chief  Alex Chiedozie 
Ogbonnia, entitled: "Buhari: A 
choice between dialogue and 
war?" which was made available 
to News Echo on Thursday, the 
pan-Igbo said the Youths were 
justified for their agitation 
against marginalization.

The statement reads in parts:
" T h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

Ohanaeze Ndigbo Worldwide 
has been drawn to yet another 
statement credited to President 
Muhammadu Buhar i  that  
“tougher times await the people 
of  the South East of  Nigeria” 
among other remarks. 

"The President made the 
remarks in a rare interview on 
Arise TV's breakfast programme, 
today, Thursday June 10, 2021. 
Buhari warned that the Igbo are 
scattered everywhere in Nigeria 
with their businesses and 
properties and should not be 
making trouble. 

"He reminded the South East 
that they are landlocked, 
“stressing that this time around, 
they would not allow them any 
access to the outside world by 
sea”. The President of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria 
ended with “In any case, we said 
we will talk to them in the 
language they will understand. 
We will organize the police and 
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Ohanaeze faults Buhari again, justifies 
Igbo youth’s agitation
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"Our archived statistics 
showed that no fewer than 30 
Igbo Christians were hacked 
to death in the 29th March 
2021 Jihadist herdsmen 
a t t a c k s  i n  a b o u t  s i x  
communities in Ishielu, 
Ebonyi State and Eha-Amufu 
in Enugu State. 

"In April 2021, nine Igbo 
Christians were abducted and 
hacked to death by Jihadists 
in Kibiya District of  Kano 
State and between March and 
April 2021, not less than 20 
Igbo Christians including the 
President General of  Omor 
Community were hacked to 
death in the forests of  Oyi, 
Anambra East, Awka South 
a n d  Aya m e l u m  L o c a l  
Gover nment  Areas  o f  
Anambra State.

"In a series of  killings that 
swept across Ngbo and other 
neighboring communities in 
Ohakwu Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State carried 
out by same Jihadist Fulani 
Herdsmen in April, over 17 
Igbo Christians were hacked 
to death and on the night of  
30th/31st May 2021, not less 
than 52 Igbo Christians were 
killed in Igbo boundary 
c o m m u n i t i e s  b e t w e e n  
Ebonyi and Benue States. 

"On 9th June 2021, at Ikpa 
Ora, between Umulolo 
(Okigwe) and Arondizogu, 
along Okigwe-Arondizogu 
Road, at least 12 Igbo 
Christian passengers were 
waylaid by Jihadist Fulani 
herdsmen and abducted and 
forcefully taken into the 
nearby forest and till date, 
their safety and whereabouts 
have remained unknown."

Intersociety also alleged 
t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
d e f e n s e l e s s  c i v i l i a n s  
dominated by young male 
Igbo citizens, abducted and 
disappeared between 1st 
January and 10th June 2021 
has now risen to at least 600. 

They alleged that the 
s e c u r i t y  o p e r a t i v e s  
responsible for 70% of  the 
disappearances are soldiers 
of  the Nigerian Army and 
other military personnel, 
while  Police and DSS 
accounted for the remaining 
30%.

Nigerian security forces are 
going about letting loose on 
unarmed, innocent and 
defenseless Igbo citizens, 
hateful ly  target ing and 
massacring them and falsely 
labeling them as “terrorists”.

hundreds since January 2021. 
" R a t h e r  t h a n  u s i n g  

intelligence based crime 
detection, investigation and 
prosecution skills and their 
technologies in going after 
such criminal elements, the 

personnel and Government 
f a c i l i t i e s  b l a m e d  o n  
“unknown gunmen”-who the 
Government said are Igbos; 
cashing in on same to 
p r e s e n t l y  a b d u c t  a n d  
disappear thousands and kill 

nternational Society for ICivil Liberties and Rule of  
Law (Intersociety) has 

said that Jihadist Fulani 
herdsmen allegedly aided by 
the present Government in 
Nigeria to invade Igbo-land 
and settle in forests, bushes 
and farmlands since 2016 have 
since January 2021 or in 160 
days hacked not less than 150 
Igbo Christians to death.

The group said that the 
ongoing attacks on Igbo-land 
a r e  s o  h o r r i f y i n g  a n d  
genocidal, alleging that the 
present security forces and the 
Jihadist Fulani herdsmen have 
laid siege on Igbo-land and are 
rapaciously  engaged in  
indiscriminate and wanton 
killing of  defenseless citizens 
and falsely labeling them in the 
whole as “terrorists that must 
be pursued and massively 
killed”. 

"Just two days ago in a 
national private television 
interview, the seat of  the 
country's Presidency stopped 
a t  n o t h i n g  i n  f u r t h e r  
threatening the two regions 
with a full scale war including 
total land, air and sea blockade 
and attendant mass killing and 
starvation or economic and 
humanitarian terrorism. The 
country's Presidential Seat 
also indirectly labeled the 
citizens of  Igbo-land in the 
whole as criminals."

In a statement signed by 
P r i n c i p a l  O f f i c e r s  o f  
i n t e r s o c i e t y ,  E m e k a  
Umeagbalasi, Barr Chinwe 
Umeche,   Barr Chidimma 
Udegbunam and Comrade 
Smauel Kamanyoku, the 
group said that the present 
Nigerian Government has 
caused grave harm to the 
country's military, police and 
other security agencies by 
turning them into 'ethnic 
militias that serve only the 
interests of  one ethnic group 
and one religion.

"Since January 2021, no 
fewer than 150 defenseless 
Igbo Christians have been 
hacked to death by Jihadist 
Fulani herdsmen across the 
southeast and till date, the 
security forces have looked the 
other side and not even a single 
Fulani herdsman has been 
arrested and put on trial. 

"But same is not the case 
with attacks on security 
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By Nonye Udumiri

Armed herdsmen have killed 150 Igbo 
Christians in 160 days - Intersociety

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

"Rather than using intelligence based crime detection, 
investigation and prosecution skills and their 
technologies in going after such criminal elements, the 
Nigerian security forces are going about letting loose on 
unarmed, innocent and defenseless Igbo citizens, 
hatefully targeting and massacring them and falsely 
labeling them as “terrorists”. Our archived statistics 
showed that no fewer than 30 Igbo Christians were hacked to 
death in the 29th March 2021 Jihadist herdsmen attacks in 
about six communities in Ishielu, Ebonyi State and Eha-
Amufu in Enugu State. 

Buhari
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threatened that he will speak to 
them in the language that they 
will understand. And now, he has 
taken the first step by descending 
on social platforms, and you are 
here quoting the law and lawyers, 
fundamental human rights. Are 
you aware that the enforcement 
of  those rights will cost you 
money? And affect your family? 
Why not focus on what is 
important to your life? Twitter? 
Didn't we live when there was no 
Twitter?”
“You don't get it. This is the 
problem with many of  you. 
Twitter censored President 
Donald Trump in 2020. He got 
angry and issued an Executive 
Order to restrain big tech. In 
January 2021, after the attack on 
Capitol Hill, Twitter went a step 
further and banned President 
Trump for life. Facebook has also 
banned him. Nothing has 
h a p p e n e d .  N o t h i n g  h a s  
h a p p e n e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  
institutions in the United States 
work for the people. But here in 
Nigeria, the President only needs 
to sneeze and all departments of  
state will start running up and 
down. What we have is the rule 
of  one man, not the rule of  the 
people. Haven't you seen the way 
government appointees and 
institutions have been running up 
and down to abuse Twitter, and 
show that they are loyal to the 
President? What has Twitter 
done? It has only enforced its 
community rules?”
“You are comparing apples and 
oranges. I don't agree. Twitter 
Community Rules. Are those 
rules superior to the corporate 
existence of  Nigeria which the 
Federal Government of  Nigeria 
says has been constantly violated 
o n  T w i t t e r ?  S h o u l d n ' t  
international companies and 
multinationals be subject to the 
national laws of  their host 
countries? If  you were President 
of  Nigeria, you will fold your 
arms and allow one tech platform 
to become a forum for promoting 
p r o p a g a n d a ,  h a t e  a n d  
secession?”
“Just a moment, please. In 2015, 
and 2019, this same government 
used Twitter and Facebook and 
WhatsApp to campaign for 
e l e c t i o n s  a n d  p r o m o t e  
propaganda, and demonise the 
opposition. Why are they now 
protesting? They don't want to 
hear feedback? The truth hurts?”
“What truth?”
“The truth that Nigeria is not 
working and government has 
failed. The truth that Nigerian 
youths are angry. The truth that 
there is violence and insecurity in 
the land. Unemployment is 
33.3%. Stagflation. Hunger. 
Banditry. Arson. Terrorism. 
Ethnic violence.  A near-
complete return to the state of  
nature.”  

hours, Okay, may be 72 hours, 
otherwise that will amount to a 
violation of  my fundamental 
human rights which we will 
enforce.”
“I say don't worry! We are both 
saying the same thing. Just 
remember that before you go and 
create problem for yourself  and 
your family, judicial workers have 
been on strike for months. They 
will lock you up and tell the public 
that your matter cannot be 
determined until the courts 
resume. When the courts return, 
they  wi l l  then  ge t  some  
injunctions to keep you for 
another two weeks. While you are 
languishing in one dingy cell, the 
Federal Government of  Nigeria 
and Twitter will settle their 
matter. Twitter top executives will 
even pay a courtesy visit to 
Nigeria. By the time they finally 
remember you and sign your 
release warrant, you will be lucky 
if  you don't get home only to 
discover that your wife is already 
pregnant for another man.”
“Don't insult my wife. I will not 
take that.”
“Ah sorry oh. Wetin be my own?.”
“Everything you have said is the 
theology of  the coward. We are 
dealing with tyranny in Nigeria. 
We are back to the era of  military 
dictatorship. This is a time when 
real men must stand up and speak 
truth to power.”
“The thing go shock you, choke 
you. The President of  your own 
country has told you categorically 
that those who are trying to pull 
down the country will receive a 
shock  t r ea tment .  He  has  

“You are already doing so. 
Continue to do it on our behalf. 
No carry me join wahala.”
“What people like you do not 
know is that the suspension of  
Twitter operations in Nigeria 
means nothing. The internet 
network is an open system. Once 
you are online, nobody can ban 
you. It is a world wide web. It is 
not a Nigerian web. Twitter 
doesn't even have a Nigerian 
office not to talk of  operation. 
When Twitter decided to set up its 
headquarters in West Africa, they 
chose Ghana. They avoided 
Nigeria because as they put it, 
Nigeria is not a good environment 
for free speech.”
“Grammar. The way you are 
carrying on. When they arrest 
you, you will go and prove all 
these points in court.”
“Under which law?”
“The Attorney General of  the 
Federation has told you that when 
you get to court, they will tell you 
which law binds both you and 
Twitter.”
“Who des that? Nobody can be 
prosecuted for an offence under a 
non-existent law at the time the 
alleged felony was committed. 
Section 36(12) of  the 1999 
Constitution. Aoko vs. Fagbemi. 
A.G. Federation vs Isong.”
“We are both saying the same 
thing. You don't need to quote the 
law here. Go and do that in court. 
But when they first arrest you to 
make an example out of  you, 
don't forget that they will start by 
keeping you in detention for as 
long as they wish.”
“No. The maximum time is 48 

cowards.”
“They have a duty to obey their 
regulator. Regulatory risk is the 
biggest threat to business in 
N i g e r i a .  W h y  s h o u l d  
telecommunications operators 
risk their own business to protect 
Twitter which is another man's 
business?”
“Bootlickers. The speed with 
which they even complied is 
laughable. They didn't even try to 
spare a thought for their  
customers. They acted like 
zombies. Shut down Twitter now! 
Yes sir! …. I will like to see 
someone take them to court and 
sue for damages.”
 
“I can't blame them. Even the 
N a t i o n a l  B r o a d c a s t i n g  
Commission (NBC) has directed 
all broadcast stations in Nigeria to 
get off  Twitter.”
“NBC? What has NBC got to do 
with Twitter? When the Minister 
kept referring to NBC, I actually 
thought he was mixing things up. 
T h e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
spectrum is regulated by the 
Nat ional  Communicat ions  
Commission.”
“Both are involved. It is the case 
of  Okeke and Okereke. NCC 
c o n t r o l s  t h e  n e t w o r k  
infrastructure. NBC controls the 
content on the networks. They are 
both determined to teach Twitter 
and other social media networks a 
lesson. I don't want to be 
anybody's scapegoat.”
“You have to stand up for the 
freedom of  expression, and the 
right of  every Nigerian to 
protest.”

CC controls the network 

Ninfrastructure. NBC 
controls the content on 

the networks. They are both 
determined to teach Twitter and 
other social media networks a 
lesson.
Omo, I see you are still on Twitter. 
How you dey take do am? Come 
and teach your brother…”
“Eishhh, Ishhh…Will you keep 
quiet?”
 “But I noticed you tweeted 
something not long ago, despite 
the suspension of  Twitter 
operations in Nigeria”
“Hey…hey. My family offend 
your family? This man. I commit 
crime to know you? What is the 
matter with you? Have you not 
heard that anybody that uses 
Twitter in Nigeria is now 
considered a criminal? You want 
to send me to jail? Please, please, 
please.”
“But I saw a tweet that came from 
you?”
“Hey he. Which kain enemy of  a 
friend, friend of  an enemy be 
this?”
“I just want to if  you have joined 
VPN. I have been looking for 
someone to teach me how to by-
pass the suspension and join VPN. 
I hear it is the only option 
available to users of  twitter in 
Nigeria.”
“I am not saying anything to you. 
If  you want to go to jail, God help 
you. But don't come and drag me 
into it. Where were you when the 
Federal Ministry of  Justice said 
that any Nigerian that uses twitter 
should be ready for prosecution?”
“Oh, I get you now. You dey fear? 
All of  you are afraid. I can tell you 
for free, nobody is going to any jail 
for using Twitter. Dem just dey 
Shakara you. If  all of  us use 
Twitter, where dem go put us? 
Dem go jail us tire, hey, hey, hey, 
dem go jail us tire, how many 
people dem go kill. This is the 
time for us to show our power.”
“Dey there. I don't want to show 
any power. In fact, as you see me, I 
no get any power. I am busy 
looking for money to send to my 
children who are in school 
abroad. Naira is now N720 to the 
pound sterling, N500 to the dollar. 
If  I get locked up because of  
Twitter, who will help me? Jack 
Dorsey is running his own 
business. If  he and the Nigerian 
government are fighting over a 
tweet or a video, how does that 
help the government of  my 
bedroom? If  they tell us not to use 
Twitter, then let us leave them and 
Twitter to fight themselves. Do I 
know Jack Dorsey? Does he know 
me? Why should I fight the 
Nigerian Government because of  
him?. Even the Association of  
Licensed Telecommunications 
Operators of  Nigeria have since 
complied. They have since 
blocked access to Twitter on their 
networks.”  
“Cowards. Those ones are 

Nigeria, Twitter and other stories 
By Reuben Abati

To be continued

Lai
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he Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) has condemned the clampdown on peaceful protesters on Democracy Day. The party in a statement Tsigned on Saturday by its spokesperson, Kola Ologbondiyan said “the brutal clampdown on Nigerian citizens is sacrilegious” The party 
stressed that it is cataloging all the infringements which the APC and President Buhari are imposing on Nigerians and urged all global 

democratic institutions to take note of the infringements and clampdown on democracy in Nigeria by the APC. The party claimed that President 
Buhari, in his Democracy Day address, failed to rein in his security operatives despite the cautions by the PDP. In a move to justify its action, the 
Nigerian police on Saturday justified its use of tear gas on protesters who took to the streets to mark Democracy Day by voicing their grievances 
against the government of the day. According to police spokesman, Mr Frank Mba, the actions of officers were in line with international best 
practices of dispersing violent protests. Mr Mba made the claim in a Television interview in Abuja. The police shot teargas at protesters in Lagos 
and Abuja. According to Mr Mba, the use of teargas was an isolated case in Abuja where protesters turned violent.

he Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) condemns, in the strongest 

Tterm ever, the violent clampdown by agents of  the All Progressives 

Congress (APC) and President Muhammadu Buhari on Nigerians 

who are peacefully protesting on Democracy Day. “It is awkward that the 

APC and President Buhari, who were allowed their freedom when they 

protested in 2014, would turn around to subject Nigerians to actions of  

inhumanity including the use of  firearms against the people, as being 

witnessed today.' “This places the culpability for whatever befalls Nigerians, 

in the face of  the violent attacks by security agencies, on the APC as well as 

Mr. President's desk. Mr. President never made any commitment towards 

upholding the democratic tenets of  free speech, freedom of  expression, 

freedom of  association, and right to peaceful protest, as enshrined in the 

1999 Constitution and our statutes, from which he, as APC candidate, drew 

huge benefit in 2014. The “show of  brute hostility and violent assault on 

Nigerians by the security forces is condemnable, unjustifiable and at total 

variance with fundamental democratic ethos of  freedom of  expression as 

guaranteed by the 1999 Constitution (as amended).

e had an isolated case in Abuja where some of  the protesters 

Wbecame unruly and in line with international best practices, 
police fired teargas at them. “And that is an acceptable mode of  

engaging violent protesters anywhere in the world, whether it is in Abuja, 
Lagos, Paris, London, or New York or California. That is internationally 
accepted. “We would have problems if  we had fired live bullets at them, but 
when you fire teargas at protesters to disperse them, you are not in breach 
of  any known code, either nationally or internationally. “I also want to use 
this opportunity to state clearly that no citizen, either in Lagos, Abuja, Port 
Harcourt, Kano or anywhere, is currently in detention as a result of  this 
isolated incident. “As long as protesters conduct themselves within the 
confines of  the law; they do not constitute themselves into nuisance, they 
do not breach the rights of  other citizens, they do not obstruct traffic, they 
do not compel other citizens to join their protests, the police will largely 
work with them. “When you protest in contravention of  these set of  
conditions I have given, clearly you are coming in direct conflict with the 
laws of  the land, and the police will never stand by idly and watch you 
create problems for the entire polity.”  “In view of  the above, the Command 
wishes to state that it is committed to ensuring that FCT residents enjoy a 
hitch-free Democracy Day Celebration and will not hesitate to bring to 
book every person or entity that attempts to breach the peace or cause a 
breakdown of  law and order in the Federal Capital Territory.

By Anthony Ogbekile

June 12: PDP, Police quarrel over
clampdown on Protesters

Brutal clampdown on Nigerian
citizens is sacrilegious - PDP

Firing teargas on unruly

- Policeprotesters is allowed 

MbaMbaMba

Ologbondiyan
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senate and then subsequently 
for Donald to become governor 
and then my own eventual 
emergence. So we endeared 
ourselves to the electorate and 
that is where the strength of  the 
PDP lies.

But, your predecessor, Duke, 
in a statement following 
Governor Ayade's defection, 
accused you of practising 
“autocratic leadership style” 
as well as imposing Ayade on 
the people?
 I believe his statement was 
issued after I was informed of  
his joining the party and had 
called him welcoming him back 
to the party. So, let me use this 
opportunity to again welcome 
him back into the party and 
assure him of  our commitment 
to working with him and 
making sure he is fully 
reintegrated and understands 
who we are and what we have 
always done as a party. I think 
his decision to re-join the party 
speaks volumes and it is indeed 
a very good decision. Our 
major strength has been, and 
will always be, carrying 
everyone along and making 
sure that each person's opinion 
is sought and recognized. As he 
returns to his foundation, he 
will definitely have every 
opportunity to make his own 
contributions towards the 
growth and development of  the 
party. As a party we are proud 
of  the fact that we have since 
inception, consistently and 
w i t h o u t  f a i l  a c h i e v e d  
significant successes in Cross 
River State. We have done 
extremely well. Holding the 
ground and keeping the state 
under the umbrella has been no 
mean feat, but the PDP has 
done this successfully over the 
ye a r s .  T h i s  I  t h i n k  i s  
commendable. Whether we are 
looking at Ayade, Donald 
himself  or myself; the party's 
style of  leadership through the 
years PDP has been in control 
of  the state, has always been the 
collegiate style and appeal to 
the grassroots. It is this 
grassroots acceptance that has 
always ultimately delivered 99 
per cent success at the polls. 
That is the style we have 
adopted over the years and it 
has kept us firmly on the 
ground as the most popular and 
accepted party in Cross River 
State. Donald's return should 
add value to what we've done 
and will continue to do. We 

all the seats at every level and 
everybody that has contested 
election in Cross River State 
thereafter has won with similar 
margins. The struggle was for 
PDP ticket, once you had the 
ticket, you are literally elected. 
Through the years up till the 
emergence of  Governor Ayade, 
PDP has been firmly the party 
of  choice of  the people. I think 
it's not just our style and 
approach that achieved this. We 
in t roduced  a  co l l eg ia t e  
leadership model at all levels. 
This engendered confidence in 
our supporters as it was a 
bottom up approach and 
afforded them, not only the 
freedom of  choice, but also an 
opportunity to take ownership 
and responsibility. We also had 
a strong connection to the 
grassroots and I think that was 
something that we deliberately 
embarked upon especially given 
my own experience in going 
round campaigning, first for 

state like California, it is 
defined as a Democratic 
stronghold. Cross River State is 
a PDP stronghold.  The truth is 
that they have an uphill task to 
remove the PDP in Cross River 
State.

How true is the general 
impression that you actually 
propelled Donald Duke to 
b e c o m e  g o v e r n o r ?  

Well, at the risk of  sounding 
immodest, the answer is yes. 
But, we had a formidable team 
and we were extremely focused. 
Our major strength was the 
ability to strategize to win the 
hearts of  the people. I led a 
strong team of  young men and 
women, who worked selflessly. 
I think that's the history of  our 
state and I think, through that 
experience, we were able to 
strengthen our party and it 
became dominant. I contested 
the elections and the party won 

at all times to remain strong. 
There's a reason for that. What 
you perceive as power will 
determine how you lead. If  you 
perceive power to be a political 
party, then you will be moving 
from one political party to 
another, but if  you understand 
that power ultimately is the 
people and that it belongs to the 
people, you will appreciate that 
it is not about the party. PDP in 
Cross River State has always 
been about the people and I 
think we still remain about the 
people. So the party has 
endeared itself  to the people 
and as such a movement by the 
governor does not of  its own 
translate to the people moving 
into another political party, 
because they have already 
identified strongly with the 
party – the PDP. It is sort of  like 
what you have in the United 
States and other countries 
where there are strongholds; a 

ormer Cross River State Fgovernor, Senator Liyel 
I m o k e ,  w h o  a l s o  

functioned  as a Minister of  
Power and Steel, in an interview 
with select journalists, declared 
that  Governor Ben Ayade's 
movement  to All Progressives 
Congress (APC) would not in any 
way make the ruling party in the 
state, the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) weak. 

Recently your successor, 
Governor Ben Ayade, defected 
to APC amid fears that the 
move could negatively affect 
the dominance of PDP in the 
coming elections after a long 
w h i l e … ?  

I Am glad you ended that 
question with saying that it's a 
state that has a history of  being 
PDP. I think in the past; you 
would see that states that have 
t h a t  t y p e  o f  s t r e n g t h  
irrespective of  a defection tend 
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resolute, we are a grassroots 
party and we are sufficiently 
strong. I want to commend the 
strength and the will of  the 
people who said listen, we are 
not going, PDP is our party, we 
will remain here. So, you have 
members of  the State Executive 
Council, we have members of  
the State Assembly, of  course 
the National Assembly, we 
have party chairmen, leaders in 
our state, all of  them standing 
resolute for the party that they 
know they belong to. So, that 
movement did not have the 
e x p e c t e d  e f f e c t .  T h e  
perception, that Cross River 
State has become an APC state 
has clearly been debunked by 
the fact that a good number of  
people stood firm. And, even 
amongst those who have 
moved, there's something that 
we say “you can move but don't 
join”. So, even amongst those 
who have moved, we know that 
they have moved, but they have 
not joined. And, I think there 
wil l  be oppor tunity for  
everybody to reassess the 
situation going into 2023 and 
come back together again, and 
again do what they have always 
done. I will never take the credit 
as leader for the work that they 
do, I believe that they are 
s tanding f i rm, they are 
committed, they are resolute 
and indeed, they know that by 
the Grace of  God come 2023, 
PDP will be Cross River and 
Cross River will remain PDP.

In the event that Ayade 
recants and returns to PDP, 
what would be your reaction? 
I will definitely welcome him. 
Ben and I don't have any 
personal differences, maybe 
political differences and that's 
why I said, his decisions may be 
personal to him. So, certainly if  
he gets there, and it doesn't look 
as good as he thought, then for 
us, we'll be glad to welcome 
him back as one of  us. It's a 
game of  numbers so, the more, 
the merrier. I don't believe that 
we should create enmity out of  
politics. Yes, it's a game of  
power, which should be played 
fairly and everybody has a right 
to take whatever decision that 
he/she chooses and we should 
not hold it against them in 
eternity. Certainly, for anyone 
that wants to work to see the 
growth and development of  
Cross River State, we are 
willing to work with him/her at 
any time.

and of  course ultimately the 
people. I remember telling him 
on the day he was sworn in, that 
his popularity would begin to 
erode from his first day in office, 
but how fast it would happen 
depended on him. It's always 
the case with elected leaders.
W i t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  
defection, what would you tell 
PDP faithful in Cross River 
State, including National 
Assembly members elected on 
the party, those at the state 
H o u s e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  
chairmen of local councils? 
It was very interesting that I 
haven't seen governor Ayade 
hold a broom; but I have always 
imagined in my head that Ben 
would look at the broom once 
or twice before he holds it 
(laughing). Because, in all 
honesty, even that is alien to 
him. So, to the people of  Cross 
River I say: stand firm, we are 
PDP, we are committed, we are 

our support. He would not have 
been governor without our 
building a consensus and 
without the party taking him to 
the people and the electorate to 
solicit for their support. So, 
when he emerged through a 
rigorous state-wide internal 
party caucus selection process 
through the 18 local councils, 
we believed that the people had 
made their choice. We believed 
he was the right man for the job 
at that time and I think he came 
out and appealed to Cross 
Riverians across the 18 local 
c o u n c i l s .  I t  w a s n ' t  a  
pronouncement; it wasn't a 
dictatorial imposition. He went 
through a very lengthy and 
hectic process of  campaigning, 
of  reaching out to the people 
and enjoying their support. So, 
we can't say we regret that if  we 
are honest. What we'll say is 
yes, at that time, he enjoyed the 
popular support of  the party 

the party. That is clearly the 
c o l l e g i a t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
autocratic style of  leadership. 
So, let's not dwell on that, but 
welcome him, and assure him 
of  not only his full membership, 
but also of  the key leadership 
role that he is expected to play. 
We're all looking forward to 
working closely with him and 
improving the fortunes of  the 
party in the state.

Now that governor Ayade has 
defected from PDP, do you feel 
regret, betrayal or frustrated 
for supporting him to be 
governor?
 
No; I don't actually have any 
regrets. As I said, the only 
authority that has the benefit of  
hindsight is God. So, you can't 
say I regret or I don't regret, no; 
certainly not. At the time, when 
Ayade contested for the 
governorship, we gave him all 

have not changed and we will 
continue to blaze the trail. He 
has returned to our great party 
and to his foundation at a time, 
when the  gover nor  has  
defected; since I am not God, 
only God knows the hearts of  
men, so I am not going to 
speculate on the reasons behind 
Governor Ayade's departure 
from the party. But, as I said, I 
welcome Donald back to the 
party and I look forward to 
working with him.

Are you conceding to his claim 
t h a t  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  
' a u t o c r a t i c  s t y l e  o f  
l e a d e r s h i p ' ?  

I believe that the key to our 
s u c c e s s  h a s  b e e n  
acknowledged, beyond the 
party and the state. And, I 
believe it has even been 
recognized and acknowledged 
by Donald himself  in re-joining 
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SPORTS
outh Africa's kit for 

St h e  r e a r r a n g e d 
O l y m p i c  a n d 

Paralympic Games in 
Tokyo, designed by four 
young, emerging local 
designers from KwaZulu-
Natal, has been unveiled.

Kit sponsor Mr. Price 
Sport has partnered with 
the four youngsters and 
revealed the bold on and 
off-the-field wear for the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
teams at the official kit 
launch.

The reveal was more of  
a  low-key af fair  than 
originally planned due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
but there was no hiding the 
excitement among the 
small group of  athletes 
who put on the kit for the 
first time in Durban.

This is the first time for 
the Olympic or Paralympic 
Games that South African 
athletes wil l  wear kit 
produced locally.

The kit for Rio 2016 
was made by Chinese 
company 361º and was 

igerian players, 

NS c o t l a n d 
R a n g e r s 

forward, Joe Aribo, and 
Wa t f o r d  d e f e n d e r , 
William Troost-Ekong, 
have sent their prayers to 
the ailing Danish star, 
Christian Eriksen.

Eriksen collapsed just 
b e f o r e  h a l f - t i m e  i n 
Denmark's Euro 2020 
encounter against Iceland 
at the Parken Stadium in 
Copenhagen on Saturday 
evening.

T h e  f o r m e r 
To t t e n h a m  H o t s p u r 
midfielder was given 
CPR, while a defibrillator 
was also used before he 
was taken off  the pitch 
w i th  h i s  t eammate s 
surrounding him.

T h e  m a t c h  w a s 
s u s p e n d e d ,  b u t  i t 
resumed later at  the 
r eques t  o f  bo th  the 
Danish  and Finnish 
p laye r s  a f t e r  i t  was 
confirmed that Eriksen is 
stable and conscious.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
incident, the football 
world sent their love and 
prayers to the 29-year-
o l d .  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
midfielder Joe Aribo 
reacted to the news by 
sending his prayers and 
love.

Minutes later,  the 

E u r o p e a n  f o o t b a l l 
governing body and the 
Danish FA released a 
statement that Eriksen is 
in  s tab le  condi t ion , 
bringing huge relief  to 
football fans around the 
world.

Aribo is one of  the 
prominent players that 
reacted to the news, 
sending a praying and 
love emoji to the Danish 
international.

Troost-Ekong is the 
latest Super Eagles star to 
send his love and prayers 
to Inter Milan midfielder.

H i s  c o m p a t r i o t , 
Ekong, has also followed 
suit by sending his good 
wishes to Eriksen and his 
family.  The Watford 
defender posted a picture 
of  Eriksen on Instagram 
with a praying emoji.

crit icised by athletes, 
officials and media who 
complained about its poor 
quality and the fact that it 
resembled, it was claimed, 
the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles.

South Africa expects to 
take a team of  about 140 to 
the Olympics and 30 to the 
P a r a l y m p i c s  i n  t h e 
Japanese capital.

The four designers – 
M b a l i  Z u l u , 
Nompumelelo Mjadu, 
Sandile Sikhakhane and 
Sipho Lushaba – are a 
product of  the Durban 
Fashion Fair development 
p r o g r a m m e  w h i c h 
p r o v i d e s  s k i l l s 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
mentorship.

F o r  t h e  O p e n i n g 
Ceremony ensemble, the 
team will be wearing an 
animal print look, paired 
with vellies – leather field 
s h o e s  –  p r ov i d e d  b y 
Veldskoen.

We're thrilled to reveal 
the official Team SA kit for 
t h e  # T o k y o 2 0 2 0 

@Olympics & @Paralympics
The kit  was proudly 

designed by our partners 
@MrPriceSport alongside 
l o c a l  d e s i g n e r s  f r o m 
@ D b n f a s h i o n _ f a i r 
# B r i n g i n g B a c k U b u n t u 
pic.twitter.com/roKgcjTub7

The Mr Price Sport team 
were driven to use their 
design talent to create an 
iconic team kit graphic in the 
form of  the new, large protea 
icon.

he Association of  TEx. Footballers and 
Fr iends  (ASEF) , 

Imo State has honored their 
members who were recently 
e l e v a t e d  t o  F o o t b a l l 
Association (FA).

Performing the award 
c e r e m o n y  a t  t h e i r 
Secretariat which is located 
at Dan Anyiam Stadium, 
the Interim president of  the 
Association, Cecil Eke, 
noted that the awards came 
on the heels of  the election 
of  their members to Imo 
Football Association (FA), 

where Barr. Ifeanyi Dike 
w a s  e l e c t e d  a s  v i c e 
chairman, FA, Imo State, 
Chief  Charles Nnadi was 
elected as vice chairman, 
m a r k e t i n g  C o m m i t t e e 
board, Imo FA and Mr. 
I f e a n y i  E k w u e m e  a s 
m e m b e r  M a r k e t i n g 
Committee board, In-charge 
of  security. 

Eke hinted that with their 
positions at the FA, it means 
that the issues concerning 
ASEF will be given the 
n e e d e d  a t t e n t i o n  a n d 
reposition the association 
for better.

Speakin
g  o n 
insecurity 
in the state, 
h e  u r ge d 
governme
n t  t o 
c o n v e n e 
stakeholde
rs security 
meeting to 
address the 
i s sues  so 
t h a t  I m o 
can return 
t o  i t s 
f o r m e r 

night lives and 
f r e e 
movement of  
citizens.

I n  h i s 
contribution, 
t h e 
pioneer/foun
ding president 
o f  A S E F , 
Neville Okere 
h i n t e d  t h a t 
A S E F  w a s 
f o r m e d  t o 
bring together 
ex. Footballers 
and friends of  
the footballers 
to champion a 
good cause for 
members and 
s e e  t o  t h e 
welfare of  all and sundry, so 
that there is a common 
ground for all to benefit. 

The Former Secretary, 
Heartland FC noted that 
they support the younger 
footballers by fishing out 
talents amongst them to 
project them to higher play. 

Speaking on the security 
challenges in the state, 
Okere called on citizens to 
stop peddling fear, adding 

that the peddled rumors 
have contributed to the 
heightened fear in the state. 
H e  u r g e d  t h e  s t a t e 
government to take the 
military off  the streets as 
t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  i s 
contributing to the palpable 
fear in the state. He lauded 
the awardees for honouring 
the invitation and urged 
them to use their good 
offices to further the ideals 
of  football in the state, 
especially ASEF.

“To support our athletes 
with a kit that will make them 
proud to be part of  team SA,” 
Dylan Cher r y,  head of  
marketing for Mr Price Sport, 
said.

“We've been pushed to 
i n n ova t e  t h e  a t h l e t e s ' 
performance and medal 
ceremony kit for our athletes 
from locally produced super 
lightweight running vests 
with laser-cut edges and 
durable rugby sevens kits.

“An iconic  team ki t 
graphic in the form of  the 
protea icon.”

The “Maxed Elite” range 
developed by Mr Price Sport 
will supply both the technical 
apparel required for the 
multiple sporting events, as 
well as the tracksuits worn on 
the podium after each event.

“It's wonderful for Team 
SA to be able to showcase the 
incredible talent of  these four 
young designers on the 

biggest sports stage of  all,” 
said South African Sports 
Confederation and Olympic 
Committee President, Barry 
Hendricks.

“We are thankful for the 
opportunity to put their work 
on the global map.

“Our Team SA athletes 
will wear the kit with pride 
and the way they look, and 
dress will be eye-catching to 
the rest of  the competing 
nations.”

ASEF honours members on state FA elevation,
urges demilitarization of Imo streets

South Africa unveils locally designed kit for Tokyo 2020 

Aribo, Troost-Ekong
pray for Eriksen 

Team South Africa unveiling their new kit

One of the award recipientsOne of the award recipientsOne of the award recipients

Eriksen collapsed during a game at the EUROsEriksen collapsed during a game at the EUROsEriksen collapsed during a game at the EUROs
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indefensible. The country has 
never been this worse until PMB 
took over power. On every index 
everything points to failure. The 
country has never been more 
d iv i d e d  t h a n  eve r  a n d  t h e 
worsening insecurity has taken so 
many lives as if  in a war situation.

On top of  all these realities, the 
media adviser was insisting that 
they are getting it right. Of  a 
startling note was when he tried to 
defend the charge of  hatred by his 
principal against the Igbo nation. 
He tried to be smart by stating that 
existing facts do not support the 
accusation playing on number of  
projects in the South East and the 
Igbo gett ing their  s tatutory 
ministerial appointment which he 
claimed the president is also at 
liberty not to respect.

It was a difficult job for him as he 
struggled to stand truth on his 
head. That was a tough one for a 
thoroughly, naturally good man as 

he saying goes that you Tc a n n o t  s e r ve  t wo 
masters at a time. This 

statement finds expression 
especially when one finds 
himself  in a conf l ict ing 
position not knowing which 
side of  the divide to pitch his 
tenth. This is also the scenario 
w h e n  m a n y  j o u r n a l i s t s 
e s p e c i a l ly  t h o s e  a t  t h e 
cor r idors  of  power f ind 
themselves in a conflict as to 
who to serve. Journalists are 
regarded as the watch dogs of  
the society. They throw up 
social ills generated by bad 
g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  s e e k 
solutions.

 By twist of  fate or job 
mobility so many journalists 
i n  N i g e r i a  h ave  f o u n d 
themselves on the other side 
calling the shots. Media men 
are reputed as the fourth estate 
of  the realm. They fight for a 
j u s t  s o c i e t y  c r i t i c i z i n g 
leadership for the wrong 
things that create an unhealthy 
society.  They earn their 
respect and reputation by 
speaking truth to power and 
protecting the citizenry. They 
act as conscience of  the 
nation, displaying some kind 
of  activism with their pen.

Experience has shown 
however, that when journalists 
find themselves in the position 
of  power and authority they 
seem to abdicate this role 
especially in Nigeria. They 
suddenly turn politicians and 
even out do those wearing 
political toga in 'committing 
wickedness in high places'. It 
is even more dangerous for the 
gullible public who believes 
that media men are always 
pushing for the truth.

I did not envy the Special 
Adviser on Media to President 
Muhammadu Buhari, Femi 
Adeshina, early this month 
when I spoke with him in his 
Aso Rock Villa office as he 
s t r uggled  to  defend the 

one can pick the incoherence from 
his voice. The only truth he said 
that made sense was mentioning 
that our Igbo leaders Uzodimma 
and Umahi, APC governors in the 
South East, come to Aso Rock to 
report that their people are the ones 
creating the insecurity challenge in 
Igbo land. According to him, 
“Umahi came here the other day 
saying IPOB boys are doing the 
killing while Uzodimma said that 
he is not allowed to work''  

Femi had caught the image of  a 
politician given the manner he is 
perceived by friends and allies but 
when he was taken on this he 
denied that he is never one that he 
is only a journalist working among 
politicians and that after the job he 
would return to his familiar 
terrain, the media. He has denied 
being one but does his action 
reflect his response. He may not 
truly be one by intention but he has 
become one already by association 

as he is overwhelmed by subtle 
influences from the rogues in 
power as I normally would call 
them.

While Femi held sway during his 
era in SUN newspaper where he 
rose from Editor to become the 
Managing Director he had spoken 
truth to power and canvassed for 
good governance. Most of  those 
stories in condemnations of  some 
activities which are still prevalent 
in the government that he is 
serving sometimes are thrown 
around as a reminder. I wonder 
how he feels reading them. He too 
admitted that he was a strong 
campaigner for the good of  the 
well-being of  Ndigbo but what 
about now?

My friend Ori Martins described 
his former boss at SUN as a 
thoroughly good man which you 
can feel from his conversation and 
gentle mien. I have no doubt that 
he is. What beats me is why 

j o
u rna
l i s t s 
should chose to 
work with people who share 
diametrically opposing view and 
still feel that they would not 
compromise their values. They 
can never be the same. Is it 
possible to torpedo the views or 
instructions of  your master 
which you know goes against 
what you stand for.

If  it is not possible why a 
journalist would chose to work 
against his beliefs? At this point 
it becomes pertinent to ask 
where does a journalist's loyalty 
lie? Is it to the people, to the 
government or to his stomach? 
In an era of  bad governance 
where hunger walks tall like a 
colossus and where meal for the 
next moment is not assured, it is 
natural and instinctive to follow 
the popular law of  life which is 
that of  self-preservation. 

Taking it down to Imo State 
for instance, we can see some 
jour nal is ts  in  the present 
g o v e r n m e n t  w h o  h a d 
c o n d e m n e d  p r e v i o u s 
administration but today have 
joined to promote their masters 
even when it widely acclaimed 
that the government is not in the 
interest of  the people.            

 Given that no government is 
r e a d y  t o  e n t e r t a i n  a n y 
employees with an opposing 
stance to its policies, and given 
that no media man worth the 
n a m e  w o u l d  w a n t  t o 
compromise his professional 
worth standing against untruth, 
and in the light of  the fact the 
governments we have at present 
hardly key into truth and justice, 
it becomes conclusive to assert 
that any journalist in power is 
there for his own interest (self) 
t h a n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e 
generality of  the people.  

And I ask again, where does a 
journalist's loyalty actually lie? I 
am convinced it is better to stay 
out standing with the people 
than working with wolves while 
pretending to stand for truth. 
Journalists in power cannot 
truly divorce themselves from 
those that they are serving. Birds 
of  the same feather f lock 
together.  

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Femi Adesina: Journalists in power 
and conflicting loyalty

Adesina

eartland FC of  Owerri last night beat Jigawa Golden Stars 2 goals to 1 at the HDan Anyiam Stadium Owerri to put smiles on the faces of  its teeming 
supporters after strings of  losses in the last 3 games. All the goals were scored in 

the first half  of  the match. The home side scored in the first minute through Chukwudi 
Odu while Emeka Atiloma increased the tally in the 25th minute. Jigawa’s Stone pulled 
one back for the visitors in the 30th minute. Heartland played 7 corner kicks with none 
for the visiting team.

Heartland FC beat Jigawa Golden Stars

Wike charges Ogbakiri
people to embrace peace
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