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ince the assumption of office 

Sas the president of Nigeria by 
P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u  

Buhari,  government in this country 
is alleged to have manifested so 
much hatred in a very glaring 
manner against Ndigbo than this 
government. The evidences it is 
reported abounds not just in the 
actions of Buhari but also in his 
various comments tracked over 
time.

PMB is of the Fulani stock. 
Presidents Shehu Shagari and 
Umaru Yar'Adua were of same 
Fulani tribe but while they held 
sway it was not known that they 
discriminated against Ndigbo as is 
experienced now. Under Shagari an 
Igbo was the Vice President in the 
person of  the late Dr Alex 
Ekwueme. 

For the first time in the history of 
Nigeria, no Igbo is President, Vice 
President, Senate President, 
Deputy Senate President, Speaker, 
Deputy Speaker (HoR), Secretary 
of State, or a member of the service 
chiefs etc. It is not in doubt that the 
president made good his threat that 
he would care for those who gave 
him 97% than those who vote him 
with 5%. Key positions in the 
country have eluded Igbo even as 
one of the three major ethnic group 

Buhari's marginalizations of  
South Easterners with impunity 
have no doubt left the youths with 
no choice than to step up the 
agitation for a separatist nation. 
This is the reason the federal 
government is engrossed in a fight 
against Mazi Nnamdi Kanu's  
Independent People of  Biafra 
(IPOB).

The Igbo emerged from a thirty 
month  war terribly bruised and 
battered in 1970. By their dint of 
hard work they have managed to put 
the past behind them by growing 
their society and beyond beyond the 
expectations of their enemies. 
Appropriately in the spirit of the no 

victor, no vanquished trumpeted by 
the Gowon administration one had 
thought that a development 
Commission would have been set up 
to repair the damaged areas in Igbo 
land.

W h e n  S e n a t o r  S a m d a d d y  
Anyanwu managed to push through 
the South East Development 
Commission (SEDC) bill through 
the NASS and awaiting the 
president's assent the people heaved 
a sigh of relief. But their hopes were 
dashed since two and half years the 
bill has remained in Buhari's 
cupboard un-assented to for reasons 
best known to him.

This contrasts the speed with 
which he signed the North East 
Development Commission bill 
which he did in October 2017 to 
restore the environment from the 
damages of  the Boko Haram 
attacks. There is the Niger Delta 
Development Commission too. The 
motive of the bill was to get the 
South East region at par with 
development in other regions 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
infrastructure, job creation etc.

It was widely acknowledged as the 
bill made its way that its passage 
would eventually lay to rest the 
frequent agitations for and 
complaints over marginalization 
and lack of development. That 
expectation is surprisingly bottled 
up somewhere while the people 
languish.

News Echo wishes to remind the 
president and his team that 
restoring peace in the land is 
dependent on addressing the critical 
issues rooted in the agitations. 
There can never be peace when 
i n j u s t i c e  h o l d s  sway.  T h e  
government must sincerely address 
the issues. When there is no peace 
there can never be development. We 
appeal to the President to sign the 
SEDC bill or the NASS should 
exercise it veto power. What is good 
for the geese is good for the gander.   
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truth is that the entire country 
has not recovered from that 
traumatic experience. 

The Igbo are well-known 
industrious, hardworking and 
brave citizens who can sacrifice 
themselves for a cause. Many of  
the war-affected people would 
have gone into extinction but 
not the typical Igbo. Their 
never-die spirit has seen them in 
the commanding height,  
especially of  industrialization. 
But unfortunately, this same 
spirit is being put to dangerous 
use today by some misguided 
people who want to re-enact 
what Odumegwu Ojukwu 
failed to achieve, despite his 
b r i l l i ance,  we l l -po l i shed  
international connection and 
his military training, not to 
mention his  high-profi le  
c o m m a n d  p o s i t i o n  i n  
government. Despite holding 
sway in the East, It is not proved 
conclusively yet that IPOB is 
behind all the arson and killings 
going on in the region. But by 
openly declaring that there 
would be no peace in that region 
unless Biafra is achieved, they 
have not only pointed accusing 
fingers at themselves, they have 
also put many innocent Igbo 
people, man and woman, and 
the youths in harm's ways

The war, it bears repeating, is 
already nationwide and it must 
be diligently fought to stamp out 
banditry, kidnapping, robbery 
and raping so that our children 
can get back to school and so 
that Nigerians can feel free and 
s e c u r e  t o  p u r s u e  t h e i r  
businesses wherever they are. It 
calls for a war council with a 
daily war bulletin to speak 
eloquently of  victory against 
these gangsters, a victory that 
will, without discrimination, 
free every community from 
unknown gunmen, bandits and 
rogue herdsmen with lethal 
weapons.  

P re s iden t  Buhar i  i s  a  
democratically elected leader, 
he has, willy-nilly, become the 
father of  the nation. In that 
position, there is a limit to what 
he can do or say openly and 
p u b l i c ly,  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  
accusation of  bias or being 
politically incorrect.

We cannot afford or survive 
another phase of  war and we 
plead to the government to 
consider dialogue as an option 
and settle this matter once and 
for all. The children are losing 
interest in school and we 
consider them as future of  
tomorrow, let's work together 
and make Nigeria a better place.

some other thing that we are 
scared that is already here.

South East is the home base of  
IPOB, the Indigenous People of  
Biafra, and the reincarnation of  
the agitation for the secession of  
that part of  the country to be 
known as Biafra. 

This agitation, you will recall, 
led to the bitter civil war that 
lasted for 33 months. Nigeria, 
through numerous acts of  
commission and omission, had 
had to fight this war and at the 
end, with millions of  lives lost, 
with its citizens filled with 
sorrow and anguish, it was 
believe to be a draw game – no 
victor, no vanquished. But the 

problems ranging from cattle 
herdsmen's clash with farmers 
to kidnapping for ransom on the 
highways, either at home or at 
work; in the schools and in 
hallowed environments, to 
banditry, now to unknown 
gunmen. 

No place is safe enough for 
anymore, so where are we 
running to? The military is 
everywhere. The one that has 
taken so many lives and thrown 
many people into refugee camps 
in their own country? The place 
where we see dead bodies' 
everyday either from stray 
bullets or from stampede or 

corner of  Imo State. Every 
person and sound are a suspect. 
Citizens of  the state moving out 
of  Owerri, businessmen and 
investors worried about their 
businesses, students not sure of  
their schooling anymore, 
leaders of  tomorrow not sure of  
their future or if  they will 
survive this trying times – it is 
indeed confusion everywhere  . 
In the state, we have lost count 
of  fatalities and properties 
destroyed, lives lost and fright in 
the mind of  both young and old. 
It is just paralysis all the way and 
the people are the real victims.   

Nigeria has been an over flow 
of  all manner of  insecurity 

ur country, our home! 

OGone are the days when 
w e  g a t h e r e d  a n d  

enjoyed the company of  each 
other.  Gone are the days we 
spoke our minds and not 
w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  
consequences; gone are the days 
we sat in our business places 
without worrying about being 
killed or shot.

S e c u r i t y  o p e r a t i v e s  
everywhere now yet insecurity 
persists! Walking on the streets 
with your hands all up and 
scared to the bones.  It is said 
that no country can survive two 
civil wars. From 1967 to January 
1970, Nigeria had its own share 
of  a bloody civil war where it 
was stated that about two 
million people perished. During 
t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e  s a g a ,  
malnutrition and its evil brother, 
starvation, dealt a devastating 
blow to the masses, particularly 
the Igbo people. In the process, 
what eventually became to be 
known as kwashiorkor emerged 
and most Biafran children who 
managed  to  sur v ive  the  
pandemic were hurriedly taken 
to Gabon and they never 
returned.  Even now, the 
president of  Gabon, Ali Bongo, 
is among the Igbo kids taken to 
Gabon and was adopted by the 
then leader of  that Francophone 
country, Ali Bongo Sr.  

 According to most of  the 
established books on the civil 
war, and even oral accounts as 
narrated by either those that 
witnessed the war in battle front 
of  those who were around 
within those devastating almost 
three years, the Nigeria – Biafra 
c iv i l  war  was  rea l ly  an  
unfor tunate situation, an 
eyesore in our nation's history.  
In other words, nobody, no 
matter how crazy, should be 
c r av i n g  f o r  a n  e n c o r e.  
Apparently unknown to some 
citizens who are worrying 
themselves to death, we are 
already at war. Ndigbo lost that 
war and surrendered on January 
15, 1970 to the superior federal 
forces. As the late General 
Odumegwu Ojukwu frankly put 
i t ;  “ We  a r e  o u t g u n n e d ;  
outnumbered, in all shades of  
the war”. Today, in Owerri, for 
the sake order, peace and 
tranquility, the security forces 
are forcing us, or had already 
forced us to surrender by taking 
our hands up. Not in praise of  
God or in worship songs, but 
practically as a way of  obedience 
to the law for our own safety. It 
just horrendous, ridiculous and 
clearly pathetic.  

The military are in every 
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By Glory Ugochukwu

Again, we surrender! 

Usman

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The Igbo are well-known industrious, hardworking and 
brave citizens who can sacrifice themselves for a cause. 
Many of  the war-affected people would have gone into 
extinction but not the typical Igbo. Their never-die spirit has 
seen them in the commanding height, especially of  
industrialization.
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war. Prior to the security measure 
called Operation Restore Peace, 
there was relative peace in the East 
in general.  So, there was no need for 
operation restore peace. Ok, if  there 
is need to restore peace, why are 
they not fighting the Fulani in the 
forest? They are shooting those 
people  f ight ing  the  Fulani  
herdsmen. The shoot at sight order 
is an affront to modern civilization. 
It is a declaration of  war against 
peace. The Operation restore peace 
is for Sambissa forest not for South 
East zone. It is for Northeast, North 
West and North Central zones. It is 
these people doing operation restore 
peace that are manufacturing war, 
blackmailing us with IPOB and the 
rest .  They should stop the 
operation. They will arrest at night 
knocking at the door. This should 
stop and they should go for 
dialogue. The insecurity in 
Southeast is not from the South 
East. Governor Hope Uzodima 
recently said that the people who 
were arrested for attacking the Imo 
State Police Headquarters had small 
percentage of  Igbo. They will leave 
the criminals and come back to 
arrest those youths in the villages, 
trying to turn the entire Southeast a 
theatre of  war.

Recently, in an Arise television 
interview, President Muhammadu 
Buhari described Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB) as a dot 
when he knows that IPOB is 
synonymous with Ndigbo. This 
comment has brought mixed 
reactions from members of the 
public. What is your take on such 
an assertion?
Why are some Igbo complaining 
instead of  rejoicing when Buhari 
merely reminded them of  their 
typical suicidal achievement? Their 
leaders desired and worked for an 
encircled South East, poor and 
politically irrelevant, which they 
can "handle effectively" for the 
caliphate and others - and no serious 
questions from the intelligentsia, 
except servile acquiescence, so, why 
complain at harvest time? Is the 
"South East", which some all-
knowing treacherous Igbo "leaders" 
schemed or were bribed to evolve 
not manufactured so as to land lock 
and suffocate the central Igbo, with 
no means of  escape or entry except 
through those brainwashed to 
delink from, hate and spite them? If  
none of  the Igbo intelligentsia 
challenged that short sighted 
suicidal betrayal, did it include Dim 
Uche Okwukwu, did it include this 
humble author, however little we are 
to anybody? Did Uche Okwukwu, a 
precious man who personifies 
hinterland Igbo link with their 
Ikwerre and other Rivers Igbo kith 
and kin, not suffer so many insults, 
threats and countless other 
indignities because he couldn't 
subscribe to the Ohanaeze Ndigbo  
being practically restricted to the so-
called South East, a partisan 
cultural expression of  the PDP 

destroyer.

Sincerely, do you think Operation 
Restore Peace is making positive 
impact in tackling insecurity in the 
Southeast zone?
The "Operation Restore Peace" 
should be withdrawn immediately. 
It is an operation that will instigate 

election result. Why can't they do 
the same to Ndigbo. The Igbo 
person must not be corrupt, must 
build a secular state.  We need an 
Igbo person who will show that 
stealing is bad, and that Igbo are 
different, not different in intelligence 
but different in approach to life and 
business and true builder instead of  

The rotation between the North and 
South should be allowed to 
continue. You cannot change the 
goal post at the middle of  the game. 
We practically gave Obasanjo 
presidency. We gave it indirectly to 
Muhammadu Buhari because 
Goodluck Jonathan could have 
contested the 2015 Presidential 

rofessor Obasi Igwe (Emeritus) Phails from Etiti-Ama village, 
Nkporo in Ohafia Local 

Government Area of  Abia State. A 
highly celebrated lecturer in the 
Department of  Political Science, 
University of  Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN) 
where he graduated with B.Sc. (First 
Class Honours). He lectured at the 
Nigeria Defence Academy, Zaria before 
returning to his alma mater in 1980.  
Professor Obasi is a Researcher and an 
author of  several International 
journals and scholarly books including 
the famous "Politics and Globe 
dictionary". He recently spoke to News 
Echo Correspondent,  CHUMA 
AUSTIN, on the growing insecurity in 
Southeast, Igbo Presidency, and 
comment by President Muhammadu 
Buhari that Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) and by an extension 
Igbo nation are a dot, and other vexed 
national issues.
Excerpt:

 Insecurity is still moving in a 
geometrical ratio in South East geo-
political zone and other parts of the 
country despite the outcry of 
Nigerians against the ugly trend. 
What is  your take on the 
frightening dimension?
My position is that there should be 
an end to this war. The Federal 
Government should start a process 
of  peace with everybody. We have 
spent six years killing and making 
war, so we should spend the next two 
years making peace with everybody. 
The Federal Government should not 
be at war with the youthful 
population in the East, in the South, 
in the Middle Belt. Those asking for 
restructuring mean well for the 
country. They are not asking for 
secession, those asking for resource 
control mean well for the country.  
After all most of  the resources are 
not at the core north yet they have the 
customs, they have the money. They 
can invest the money in core north. 
Nobody should feel restructuring is 
bad. The economic blockade of  the 
East which is still continuing should 
be lifted and the way to lift the 
economic blockade is to open, 
assuming to open Opopo channel to 
the coast and Port-Harcourt to 
Bonny channel to the coast and 
allow the Eastern Igbo in particular 
to start manufacturing and exporting 
a n d  s o  o n .  T h e  i n j u s t i c e,  
marginalization. Every Nigerian is 
n o w  m a r g i n a l i z e d .  T h e  
marginalization of  Ndigbo is 
superlative, is orchestrated, well 
planned, see the development, see 
the number of  local governments, 
see the security architecture. The 
structure should be broadened and 
new structure should be put in place 
for peace and prosperity to reign.

How feasible is Igbo presidency in 
2023?
The Igbo presidency is possible and 
feasible anytime. Why should Igbo 
not be president? But Igbo should put 
their house in order. Ndigbo should 
know what to do and know that other 
Nigerians should extend the same 
favour they had extended to them. 
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Why Operation Restore Peace should 
be withdrawn - Prof Obasi

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The "Operation Restore Peace" should be withdrawn immediately. It is an operation 
that will instigate war. Prior to the security measure called Operation Restore Peace, 
there was relative peace in the East in general.  So, there was no need for operation 

restore peace. Ok, if  there is need to restore peace, why are they not fighting the Fulani 
in the forest? They are shooting those people fighting the Fulani herdsmen. The shoot 
at sight order is an affront to modern civilization. It is a declaration of  war against 

peace. The Operation restore peace is for Sambissa forest not for Southeast zone. It is 
for Northeast, North West and North Central zones. It is these people doing operation 

restore peace that are manufacturing war, blackmailing us with IPOB and the rest. 
They should stop the operation. They will arrest at night knocking at the door. This 

should stop and they should go for dialogue. The insecurity in Southeast is not from the 
South East. Governor Hope Uzodima recently said that the people who were arrested 
for attacking the Imo State Police Headquarters had small percentage of  Igbo. They 
will leave the criminals and come back to arrest those youths in the villages, trying to 

turn the entire Southeast a theatre of  war.
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address everyone's legitimate 
concerns. We've been largely good 
to each other for centuries and 
should with mutual understanding 
mend the cracks that arose between 
1966 and 70, etc., largely arising 
from the seeds of  distrust sown by 
others. Nobody respects those who 
sell  or betray their people. 
Hinterland Igbo leaders, to earn the 
respect of  others must start standing 
for what is right for their people, 
without harm to others. Igbo 
renewed direct sea access in no way 
obstructs the honest interests of  
their neighbours, and we should 
persuade them into this world view. 
The Buhari interview came at the 
right time and a wake-up call for 
genuine Igbo leaders. We as 
individuals have spoken and written 
for long with barely a few listening; 
now we hope that "Igbo leaders" 
have finally found a man (Buhari) 
they can listen to, to the effect that 
they've all been working assiduously 
to embattle themselves in a locked 
cage called South East. Suddenly 
learned treatises from the same 
dormant Igbo intelligentsia are 
emerging espousing the virtues of  
landlocking. People should please 
stop such backstabbing narratives. 
The Igbo have had their port cities 
and we should discuss with our 
neighbors, kith and kin, on the 
modalities of  using them to re-
trigger industrialization, prosperity 
and peace in the East and beyond. 
People in the Sahel are fighting 
tooth and nail to have sea access and 
the Igbo that already had and led in 
it should not be fighting to separate 
themselves from their maritime, 
patrimony. In effect, the Buhari 
"curse" is a blessing in disguise if  the 
Igbo and their leaders can for once 
stop the annoying thing called 
South East, and start focusing on 
pan-Igbo unity as basis for the 
solution to the national question.

Going by the unfolding events in 
Nigeria, as a Professor of Political 
Science, an emeritus for that 
matter, what is the future of the 
country?
The future of  Nigeria is 50/50 
percent. Bright or not bright 
depending on the action of  the 
Federal Government would take. If  
they continue to go along giving 
impression that it is exceptional 
presidency simply to create Fulani 
home land in Nigeria then the future 
of  Nigeria is bleak. But if  the 
President starts today and changes 
the modus operandi of  his 
administration and present himself  
as a nationalist  instead of  
sectionalist, then the future is bright. 
But nothing good seems to come out 
from Nigeria now because of  
inequality perpetrated from the 
federal source that gave room to 
secession movement and the tempo 
of  this secession movement is 
getting higher and higher every day. 
There should be equity, justice and 
fairness at all levels to stem the on-
going restiveness in the land.

defies imagination.

But, is Igbo nation actually 
landlocked?
Igbo have never been landlocked. 
Igbo contiguous routes through the 
Imo River basin and estuary and the 
Bonny channel were never contested 
by anyone before 1967. These twin 
routes to the coast were the 
foundation for centuries of  Igbo 
leadership in Eastern coastal and 
West African Atlantic history. The 
Igbo have nothing against their Ijaw 
and Ogoni neighbours, and the 
hinterland nothing against their 
meridional kith and kin. We all 
should enter  into brotherly 
negotiations and arrangements to 

the President and his advisers not 
bask in the glory of  Igbo land 
locking when it was the Igbo that 
created it against themselves? Yes it 
was Gowon's and other federal 
government policy to "landlock" the 
Igbo, but up to 1994 most Rivers 
Igbo worked to reunite with their 
hinterland kith and kin until the wise 
"South Easteners" went and knived 
them out of  others.
This writer was unofficially at 
Unilag, lectured at the Defence 
Academy, studied and worked at the 
ABU, and sufficiently interacted 
with various peoples to know that 
Nigerians don't betray their 
nationalities; why Igbo leaders 
would be thoughtlessly different 

industrialize, import and export 
without recourse to their Bonny 
channel and Imo River estuary. The 
question is: if  a corrupted anti-Igbo 
Nigerian state is doing everything 
against Igbo unity, what is the worth 
of  an Igbo leadership that lends 
itself  to such an evil scheme against 
your people? The Igbo want to stay 
in Nigeria with others as free people 
not as slaves to others. By this 
afternoon not a single South East 
leader has vigorously condemned 
the "dot in the circle" curse laid by 
Mr President, the reason being that 
it's exactly what Igbo leaders have 
been inflicting upon their hapless 
peoples since 1994 approximately. 
Why would anyone so minded as 

and/or it's Presidential candidate, 
and a one-man show that didn't need 
a Secretary General, or could join 
Buhari to commission the Zik's 
Mausoleum, with an opportunity to 
plead Igbo needs? Was this Uche 
O k w u k w u  n o t  e v e n t u a l l y  
"suspended" and/or "removed" from 
office in what some lawyer friends 
saw as a charade devoid of  any 
pretence of  legality? Which South 
E a s t  p o l i t i c i a n  c a u t i o n e d  
m o d e r a t i o n  t o w a r d s  U c h e  
Okwukwu given the higher purpose 
of  a pan-Igbo non-encircled "small 
dot" necessity? Were some South 
East leaders not describing our 
Rivers, maybe also Delta and like 
kith and kin as "these ethnicities" or 
words to the same condescending 
and insolent effect? Can even the 
most illiterate Yoruba man describe 
the Itsekiri, with whom they are not 
even exactly mutually intelligible, in 
such terms? Is the Ohanaeze for the 
Igbo or for the South East; do their 
South East leaders not go to 
Chatham House and everywhere 
else and start preaching South East, 
interchanging it with Igbo, and 
deliberately squandering the 
opportunity to market the Igbo 
nation to the world? Are many Igbo 
politicians and intellectuals, whether 
in the press,  professions or 
universities not equally beholden to 
this divisive and evil "South East" 
t r eacher y,  never  wi l l ing  to  
in t e r roga te  i t s  o r i g in s  and  
implications, and joining to distort 
the essence and meaning of  Igbo, 
and purposely presenting South East 
and Igbo as synonyms? Which 
"South East" politician can tell 
anybody why South East presidency 
that divides and belittles the Igbo is 
preferable to Igbo presidency that 
unites them in Nigeria? These South 
Eastists didn't know or recognize Ibe 
Kachikwu as Igbo; it was a Buhari 
that would educate them that he is. 
They are on and on questioning 
C h i b u i k e  A m a e c h i ' s  I g b o  
credentials, insulting the great man 
because he wouldn't descend to their 
p r i m i t i v e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i l e  
exclusionism. To them not even 
General Irabor is Igbo, and until 
someone originates from a cave from 
deep inside the five States, he's not 
Igbo. These corrupt Igbo "leaders" 
are a dot in a circle, no way in and 
none out as correctly described by 
Buhari, and they will remain so; they 
want to drag the Igbo nation into 
their shithole. They are selling the 
Igbo for a penny to any buyer, not 
even the highest bidder, but they will 
one day find out that times have 
changed, and that the Igbo masses 
are not less intelligent than their 
misleaders. Were some pretenders 
n o t  h o l d i n g  a  s p o n s o r e d  
mischievously titled South East 
Economic Summit (SEES) just to 
implant a false consciousness on the 
Igbo and divert their attention from 
Igbo unity and need for their revived 
use of  the P.H., Bonny, Opobo and 
other ports. In all the years of  the 
jamboree abbreviated to SEES, they 
never revealed how the Igbo can 
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...Igbo nation not land-locked

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The future of  Nigeria is 50/50 percent. Bright or not bright depending on the action 
of  the Federal Government would take. If  they continue to go along giving 

impression that it is exceptional presidency simply to create Fulani home land in 
Nigeria then the future of  Nigeria is bleak. But if  the President starts today and 

changes the modus operandi of  his administration and present himself  as a 
nationalist instead of  sectionalist, then the future is bright. But nothing good seems 

to come out from Nigeria now because of  inequality perpetrated from the federal 
source that gave room to secession movement and the tempo of  this secession 

movement is getting higher and higher every day. There should be equity, justice and 
fairness at all levels to stem the on-going restiveness in the land.

Continued from Pg 6
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Temperature and its 
measurements
Temperature is the degree of  
coldness or hotness of  a 
body. It can also be defined 
as the measure of  amount of  
heat energy supplied to a 
body. Note that heat is a 
form of  energy given to a 
body.
Temperature is measured 
with a thermometer. The 
units of  temperature are 
Kelvin, Celsius and at times 
Fahrenheit (K, ºC, ºF).
There are different types of  
thermometer viz;

1. Liquid-in-glass 

thermometers

a. Mercury-in-

glass 

thermometer

b. Alcohol-in-

glass 

thermometer

2. Thermo-electric 

thermometer

3. Resistance 

thermometer

4. Maximum and 

minimum 

thermometer

5. Clinical 

thermometer
Liquid-in-glass 
thermometers
The fluid/glass thermometer is 

the most popular thermometer 

used around the world to 

measure body temperature. It 

consists of  a sealed glass tube 

fixed points. In principle, 
thermometers made of  
different material (e.g 
coloured alcohol 
thermometers) might be 
expected to give different 
intermediate readings due to 
different expansion 
properties; in practice the 
substances used are chosen 
to have reasonably linear 
expansion characteristics as 
a function of  
thermodynamic 
temperature, and so give 
similar results. 

b. Alcohol-in-
glass 
thermometer

The alcohol thermometer or 
spirit thermometer is an 
alternative to the mercury-
in-glass thermometer and 
has similar functions. Unlike 
the mercury-in-glass 
thermometer, the contents 
of  an alcohol thermometer 
are less toxic and will 
evaporate quickly. The 
ethanol version is the most 
widely used due to the low 
cost and relatively low 
hazard posed by the liquid 
in case of  breakage. 

An organic liquid is 
contained in a glass bulb 
which is connected to a 
capillary of  the same glass 
and the end is sealed with an 
expansion bulb. The space 
above the liquid is a mixture 
of  nitrogen and the vapor of  
the liquid. For the working 
temperature range, the 

meniscus or interface 
between the liquid is within 
the capillary. With 
increasing temperature, the 
volume of  liquid expands 
and the meniscus moves up 
the capillary. The position 
of  the meniscus shows the 
temperature against an 
inscribed scale. 

The liquid used can be pure 
ethanol, toluene, kerosene or 
isoamyl acetate, depending 
on manufacturer and 
working temperature range. 
Since these are transparent, 
the liquid is made more 
visible by the addition of  a 
red or blue dye. One half  of  
the glass containing the 
capillary is usually enameled 
white or yellow to give a 
background for reading the 
scale. 

The range of  usefulness of  
the thermometer is set by 
the boiling point of  the 
liquid used. In the case of  
the ethanol-filled 
thermometer, the upper limit 
for measurement is 78 °C 
(172.4 °F), which makes it 
useful for measuring 
daytime, nighttime and body 
temperatures, although not 
for anything much hotter 
than these. 

Ethanol-filled thermometers 
are used in preference to 
mercury for meteorological 
measurements of  minimum 
temperatures and can be 
used down to 70 °C (94 °F). 
The physical limitation of  

the 
abilit

y of  a 
th ermometer 
to measure low temperature 
is the freezing point of  the 
liquid used. Ethanol freezes 
at -114.9 °C (-174.82 °F). If  
an alcohol thermometer 
utilizes a combination of  
ethyl alcohol, toluene, and 
pentane, its lower 
temperature range may be 
extended to measure 
temperatures down to as low 
as 200 °C (328 °F). 
However, the measurement 
temperature range 200 °C to 
78 °C, is highly dependent 
upon the type of  alcohol 
used. 

2. Thermo-electric 
thermometer

Also called thermocouple 
thermometer. A type of  
electrical thermometer 
consisting of  two 
thermocouples that are 
series connected with a 
potentiometer and a 
constant-temperature bath.
One couple, called the 
reference junction, is placed 
in a constant-temperature 
bath, while the other is used 
as the measuring junction. 
The measuring junction can 
be made physically very 
small in order to have 
practically a negligible 
thermal time constant. 

To be continued...

with a small internal diameter 

(like a lumen) connected to a 

reservoir. Increasing the 

temperature expands and 

pushes up the fluid in the 

reservoir and tube. A scale on 

the tube and the location of  the 

expanded fluid indicate the 

temperature.

a. Mercury-in-
glass 
thermometer

The mercury-in-glass or 
mercury thermometer was 
invented by physicist Daniel 
Gabriel Fahrenheit in 
Amsterdam (1714). It 
consists of  a bulb containing 
mercury attached to a glass 
tube of  narrow diameter; the 
volume of  mercury in the 
tube is much less than the 
volume in the bulb. The 
volume of  mercury changes 
slightly with temperature; 
the small change in volume 
drives the narrow mercury 
column a relatively long way 
up the tube. The space above 
the mercury may be filled 
with nitrogen gas or it may 
be at less than atmospheric 
pressure, a partial vacuum. 

In order to calibrate the 
thermometer, the bulb is 
made to reach thermal 
equilibrium with a 
temperature standard such 
as an ice/water mixture, and 
then with another standard 
such as water/vapour, and 
the tube is divided into 
regular intervals between the 

 serving corps member, 

AOyeyemi Caleb has been 
sentenced to two years 

in prison by the Kwara State 
High Cour t  in I lorin over 
offences bordering on sex scam.

Oyeyemi was dragged before 
the court by the Ilorin zonal 
office of  the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC).

On March 16, 2020, Oyeyemi 
was arrested by EFCC for 
allegedly posing as a white 
female prostitute to scam one 
Wilson (a white man) to the tune 
of  $100 US Dollars in order to 
offer him sex.

The EFCC told the court that 
the corps member confessed to 
the crime and was arraigned in 
court on November 26, 2020.

Oyeyemi on Monday pleaded 
guilty to the two count charges 
against him.

Upon his plea, counsel to the 
EFCC, Aliyu Adebayo revealed 
that three different types of  
phones were recovered from the 
suspect after his arrest and 
tendered several fraudulent 
documents printed out from his 
email addresses, which were 
admitted in evidence.

He urged the court to review 
the facts of  the case.

Delivering her judgment, 
Just ice  Adenike  Akinpelu 
pronounced Oyeyemi guilty of  
the charges against him and 
sentenced him to one-year 
imprisonment on each of  the 
counts.

She noted that the jail term 

will run concurrently.
The judge, however, gave him 

an option of  a fine of  N200, 000 
on each of  the counts.

Justice Akinpelu also ordered 
that his phone and the manager 
cheque (Bank draft) of  N80, 000 
brought by the EFCC be forfeited 
to the Federal Government.

h e  J o i n t TA d m i s s i o n s 
a n d 

Matriculation Board 
(JAMB) has directed 
candidates affected by 
the de-listing of  24 
Computer-Based Test 
( C B T )  c e n t r e s  t o 
r e p r i n t  t h e i r 
e x a m i n a t i o n 
notification slips for 
the Unified Tertiary 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n 
Examination (UTME) 
and Direct Entry (DE) 

examinations.
The board, which 

announced this in a 
statement yesterday in 
Abuja by its Head of  
Media, Dr. Fabian 
Benjamin, said the 
new directive applies 
to the centres that were 
de-listed.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
reads: “Candidates 
who were scheduled to 
take examination in 
delisted cantres can 
proceed to print their 
e x a m i n a t i o n 
notification slips from 
Sunday, June 20, 2021 
for their new schedule 
date and time.

“This applies only 
to centres delisted.

“You will recall that 
2 4  c e n t r e s  w e r e 
delisted for performing 
below the tolerable 
limit of  the board 
while over 40 others 
were put on the watch 
list.”

J A M B ,  o n 
Saturday, de-listed 24 
centres.

The board said their 
performance fell below 
the tolerable l imit 
during the conduct of  
the  ongo ing  2021 
UTME.

Know your Physics
With Justina Nkechi aka Prof Phone: 08038798053

Corps member sentenced
to prison for $100 sex scam

Delisted CBT centres:
JAMB directs
affected candidates
to reprint exam slips
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 500-level student 

Aof  the Akwa Ibom 
State University, 

Ekpo Iniobong, has decided 
to sue the institution over 
h i s  s u s p e n s i o n  a n d 
subsequent expulsion. 

It was gathered that the 
final year student of  the 
Department of  Agricultural 
Eng ineer ing  was  f i r s t 
s u s p e n d e d  b y  t h e 
management in September 
2020 and then expelled via a 
letter dated April 9, 2021, 
for allegedly criticising the 
state governor, Emmanuel 

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e TCoordinator of  the 
N a t i o n a l  Yo u t h 

Service Corps, Mr Eddy 
Megwa, has advised Lagos 
residents to pay attention to 
their health. 

Megwa said this during a 
health outreach, tagged, 
'NYSC Health Initiative for 
Rural Dwellers'. 

The event took place at 
the Baale's palace, Atan Nla 
in the Alimosho Local 
Government Area of  Lagos 
State. 

He explained that the 
outreach was aimed at 
reaching out to indigent 
people who couldn't afford 
or thodox medicine and 
hospital bills. 

“ T h e  o u t r e a c h  wa s 
aimed at reaching out to 
indigent people who couldn't 
afford orthodox medicine 
and hospital bills.  This is 

going to run for three days. 
We will be visiting other 
communities after this one. 

“We have our doctors, 
pharmacists and paramedics 
here to take care of  residents 
of  this community. The 
corps members are ready to 
examine them, counsel them 
and give them drugs. All 
these are free of  charge. This 
i s  p a r t  o f  N Y S C ' s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  r u r a l 
development. 

“Nigeria is a developing 
country, it is important we 
pay attention to our health 
because we have not gotten 
to where we should be in the 
health sector, and NYSC 
being conscious of  that 
decided to take this rural 
health initiative to the rural 
populace to assist them,” 
Megwa said. 

The NYSC Director-
General, Brig Gen. Shuaibu 

I b r a h i m ,  w h o  w a s 
represented by Mrs Priscilla 
A k h a m i e ,  s a i d  t h e 
programme was important 
to the communities because 
they  cou ld  no t  acce s s 
a d e q u a t e  h e a l t h  c a r e 
services. 

O n e  o f  t h e  c o r p s 
m e m b e r s  w h o  i s  a 
p h a r m a c i s t ,  C h i d oz i e 
Nzekwe, encouraged the 
members of  the community 
to avoid self-medication, 
adding that they should seek 
professional advice before 
taking drugs. 

“Self-medication is not 
advisable because you do not 
know the right dose to take. 
Then those who use herbs do 
not know the amount they 
should take. Taking an 
overdose could lead to other 
health challenges. Then, 
h e r b s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
combined with orthodox 
medicine. Contact medical 
professionals before using 
drugs,” she said. 

The Vice-Chairman, 
Ayobo Ipaja Local Council 
Development Area, Mrs 
Bola Sobowale, said, “This is 
a  laudable  programme 
which will help residents of  
this community. They do not 
have to spend their money 
because all manners of  
patients will be taken care of. 
It will go a long way in their 
life.” 

Udom, in a Facebook post. 
Iniobong, through his 

lawyer, Inibehe Effiong, 
sent a pre-action notice to 
the Vice-Chancellor of  the 
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  P r o f  N s e 
Essien, dated June 18, 2021, 
seeking his immediate and 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
reinstatement, among other 
demands. 

The notice read in part, 
“At no time did the Akwa 
Ibom State University invite 
or summon our client to 
a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e 
un ive r s i t y ' s  S tuden t s ' 
Disciplinary Committee 

h e  p r e s i d e n t , TA c a d e m i c  S t a f f  
U n i o n  o f  

U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  P r o f  
Emmanuel Osodeke, has 
described the Congress of  
University Academics as an 
illegal union which does not 
exist in the Trade Union 
Act. 

Osodeke while reacting 
to a report that ASUU was 
illegally collecting check off  
dues of  CONUA members 
through the Integrated 
Personnel  and Payrol l 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m , 
challenged CONUA to 
display its registration 
certificate. 

B u t  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Coordinator, CONUA, Dr 
Niy i  Sunmonu,  in  an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  T h e 
PUNCH quoted the former 
President of  ASUU, Prof. 
Biodun Ogunyemi, alleging 

that IPPIS was fraudulent. 
Sunmonu argued that 

ASUU could not be talking 
of  f raud in the IPPIS 
process when the union 
i t s e l f  was  a id ing  and 
abetting fraud. 

He said despite that 
members of  his congress 
were no longer members of  
ASUU, their check off  dues 
were still being remitted to 
ASUU. 

He said, “ASUU should 
not accuse IPPIS of  fraud 
because they are also aiding 
and abetting fraud. 

 “For unions like  Non-
Academic Staff  Union of  
E d u c a t i o n a l  a n d 
Associated Institutions, 
Senior Staff  Association of  
Nigerian Universities, I 
d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i d  n o t 
mention CONUA because 
we are still seeking for our 
registration, statutorily, the 

government through any of  
its payment platforms and 
in this case, IPPIS, deduct 
what we know as check off  
dues and remit to ASUU.” 

However, Osodeke, said, 
“It is a very simple thing, 
you can do your check  
there is no union known as 
CONUA, you can check 
with the registry of  Trade 
Union Act, it is only one 
union that we have for 
a c a d e m i c  s t a f f  o f  
universities and that is 
ASUU. You have to indicate 
to be our member.  For us in 
ASUU we have indicated 
those who are members of  

ASUU to the AGF and 
those whose check due were 
deducted and remitted  to 
us are members of  ASUU. 
Any other claim by any 
union is illegal you do not 
build anything on illegality. 
If  they have such union, 
they should write IPPIS to 
send the check off  dues to 
them. It is blackmail and it 
will not work.”

He explained that there 
were only four registered 
unions in the university 
system, adding that ASUU 
did not believe in IPPIS as it 
had yet to remit the dues of 
their members. 

“ C O N U A  s h o u l d 
display their registration 
certificate. In Nigeria, we 
have only four unions which 
a r e ,  A S U U,  S S A N U, 
NASU and NAAT. No 
other union is registered in 
the university except these. 
You know we don't believe 
in  IPPIS,  Minis ter  o f  
Labour asked us to send 
names of  our members so 
they could be paid pending 
when UTAS will come on 
board, IPPIS have not 
remitted al l  they have 
collected.” 

h e  S e n i o r  S t a f f  TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigeria Universities, 

(SSANU), has advised the 
Federal Government to 
wi thdraw the  c i rcu lar 
directing that workers of  the 
Staff  schools should not be 
captured in the 2022 budget.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
SSANU, Mr Mohammed 
Haruna, gave the advice 
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen in Abuja,

He threatened that the 
union would embark on 
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i o n  i f  
government refused to heed 
to the union's request.

Haruna was reacting to 
the alleged circular from the 
Budget Office directing that 
teachers in Staff  Schools 
should be removed from the 
Consolidated Salary Scale, 
CONTISS, in the 2022 
budget.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
reopening of  the matter that 
had been decided by the 
National Industrial Court 
would affect the industrial 
harmony being enjoyed in 
the universities as there a 
subsisting court judgment 
in favour of  the union.

He said that  i f  the 
government should go 
ahead to implement the 
directive, over 3,000 of  its 
members would be affected, 
while adding that SSANU 
w o u l d  “ f i g h t ”  t h e 
development to finish.

SSANU boss accused 
the government of  going 
contrary to the agreement 
with the union, even when 
the cour t  had given a 
judgment on the matter.

“Well, the issue is that 
we are also taken aback by 
t h e  r e c e n t  n e g a t i v e 
development we just saw 
last week that the Federal 

Government through the 
budget office, directed that 
universities should expunge 
or remove the list of  our 
members who teach in the 
university demonstration 
schools.

“This means that they 
should not be captured in 
the CONTISS salary table, 
while the government is 
also planning to put them in 
a different salary table 
c a l l e d  C O N P I S S,  t h e 
consolidated public service 
salary scale.

“This is a negation of  
o u r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h 
government, because those 
members of  ours who are in 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
demonstration schools are 
b o n a f i d e  m e m b e r s  o f  
university staff.

“ T h e y  h a v e  t h e i r 
employment letters signed 
by the registrar's of  various 
universities, as approved by 
councils under the terms 
a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r 
engagement are that they 
will operate and be paid 
based on the consolidated 
salary scale that is paid to all 
university staff.

“Unfortunately, this 
development shows that 
government is trying to 
create another friction 
between us and them,” he 
said.

Haruna also noted that 
such attempt was made six 
years ago, and the case was 
also taken to the industrial 
court.

prior to his  indefinite 
suspension. Our client was 
not shown, confronted or 
availed with the purported 
abusive post. 

“It is apparent that the 
u n i v e r s i t y  a c t e d  i n 
contravention of  Section 36 
of  the Constitution of  the 
Fe d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  o f  
Nigeria, 1999 as amended 
and Article 7 of  the African 
Charter on Human and 
People's Rights. 

“ C o n s e q u e n t ly,  we 
h e r e b y  d e m a n d  t h e 
following: immediate and 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l 

reinstatement of  our client; 
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  a l l 
studentship rights accruable 
to  a l l  s tudents  of  the 
university; and the payment 
of  the sum of  N20m to our 
c l i e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
damages for the gross 
breach of  our  c l ient ' s 
fundamental human rights 
and the resultant depression 
he has suffered.” 

W h e n  c o n t a c t e d 
Iniobong, he said the school 
had yet to prove any case of  
defamation against him, 
adding that it did not find 
him guilty of  any offence 
before he was expelled. 

He stated, “My ordeal 
started in September 2020 
two days after the university 
announced resumption 
a f t e r  t h e  C OV I D - 1 9 
lockdown; my sister called 
me from Lagos that I had 
b e e n  s u s p e n d e d 
indefinitely. The reason for 
the suspension was that I 
r e fused  to  honour  an 
i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 

Students '  Discipl inary 
Committee.

“I went to the school to 
meet the secretary to the 
CSO and other persons. 
They told me that they 
hadn't seen any letter of  
indefinite suspension. I 
returned to my department 
to get the original copy of  
the letter. Since they said I 
r e fused  to  honour  an 
invitation, I asked my 
department to show me the 
i nv i t a t i o n  l e t t e r.  T h e 
department and the HoD 
responded that they didn't 
receive any invitation. 

“I wrote to the Students' 
Disciplinary Committee 
that I didn't receive any 
invitation. I continued with 
my exams. By November, 
the committee had yet to 
invite me for any hearing. I 
went to the school on 
November 16 only to see a 
second invitation letter by 
the committee. When I 
asked the committee for a 
copy of  the first letter, I was 

told to get out. They gave 
me a second invitation letter 
without the first. 

“In January, they pasted 
my picture on the school 
gate without any indication 
that they had found me 
g u i l t y.  I  g o t  a  t h i r d 
invitation. When I rushed 
to the meeting, they told me 
that I was not supposed to 
be invited that it was a 
w r o n g  i n v i t a t i o n .  I 
continued to attend classes, 
because they did not give 
me a  proper  le t ter  o f  
suspension. I have taken my 
first semester 500-level 
exams already. My last 
meeting with them was on 
March 3. They didn't prove 
in any way that there was 
a n y  d e f a m a t i o n  o f  
character. I got an expulsion 
letter on June 15, 2021.” 

W h e n  t h e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer of  the 
institution, Akaninyene 
Ibanga, was contacted, he 
said he would not speak on 
the matter. 

“I am not ready to speak 
on that subject matter,” he 
simply stated. 

Final year student to sue Akwa Ibom varsity over
expulsion for criticising gov

NYSC coordinator counsels
Lagos residents on healthcare

CONUA does not
exist in trade union
law, says ASUU

SSANU threatens industrial
action over FG directives on
staff schools workers
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has centered on providing 
services to persons with 
disabilities, under the auspices 
of  the Australian government. 
He promised to do his utmost 
best to extend his philantropic 
gestures, not only to the 
disabled in Ikeduru and 
Owerri zone, but to begin with 
Imo State and extend to the 
federation. Kingsley promised 
t o  e m b a r k  o n  m a s s ive  
fundraise for the disabled in 
Imo State/Nigeria when he 
travels back to Australia, 
promising to soon host a 
s ta tewide empowerment  
programme for the entire 
disabled persons in Imo State. 
Disclosing that assisting the 
disabled in Nigeria had always 
been in his agenda, he thanked 
God  fo r  p rov id ing  the  
opportunity of  the meeting. He 
appreciated the disabled 
persons for their resilience in 
the face of  abandonment by 
g o v e r n m e n t  w h o s e  
responsibility it is to take care 
of  their welfare.

"I see resilient, relentless 
people who have refused to 
g i v e  u p .  I  a m  h i g h l y  
encouraged by the way you 
p e o p l e  h ave  m o t iva t e d  
yourselves to succeed and 
survive".

He assured of  his readiness 
to assist in handling the key 
needs of  the association, 
individuals members and to 
commence the most pressing 
project for them. He tasked 
them to get land allocation 
from both Ikeduru local 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s t a t e  
government for him to build 
s k i l l s  
acquisition/empowerment 
centre for the associations 
respectively and also expressed 
his willingness to buy land for 
the project, in the event the 
g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o w s  
unwillingness to allocate lands 
for them.

"You people deserve more 
confort than myself, because 
there are many things I can do 
physically that you cannot be 
able to do. So I will not hesitate 
to take your message down to 
Australia. I will do a massive 
fundraise for this association. I 
am going to make sure we start 
from somewhere, nomatter 
how little. We are starting our 
story today, we are beginning a 
journey today. I am a strong 
believer of, 'we are the writers 

individuals must obey and put 
into consideration while 
setting up their companies, 
structures and services". 
E b u b e m b a  I k e d u r u  
enumerated some of  the 
provisions of  the Disability Act 
Standard to include; Right to 
live, right of  participation, right 
to complaints and feedback, 
right to cohabit and exist like 
valuable citizens, right of  
choice, right of  control, among 
others.

Kingsley who could not 
control his emotions while 
po in t ing  ou t  numerous  
dehumanizing experience of  
persons with disabilities in 
Nigeria,  assured of  his  
readiness to champion their 
course. He revealed that his job 
abroad for over twenty years 

leave the life they choose to 
l e a v e ;  r e a s o n a b l y ,  
meaningfully and fulfilled.

"It breaks my heart when I 
come to Nigeria where we have 
all the resources, everything 
our people need to leave a life 
that they should leave, but 
people with disability suffer 
greatly. Nigeria is a country 
well blessed with all that it 
takes to make every citizen live 
h a p p i ly,  h a r m o n i o u s ly,  
without much stress or the level 
of  poverty ravaging the 
citizens.

" T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
Australia practices a system 
known as 'persons centered 
approach' and implements 
what it calls 'Disability Act 
Standard' which government 
agencies, corporate bodies and 

disability pension paid to them 
every fortnight (two weeks). If  
you look at (google) Australian 
budget, you will find out the 
amount of  money (billions of  
dollars) allocated every year for 
people with disability. Offices 
in  Aust ra l ia  have  been 
restructured because of  people 
with disability. Offices must 
have access  for them. It is 
called disability access and if  
you don't have it, government 
will close down your office.

"People with disability 
receive the best treatment of  
life in the country where I live, 
but when I come to Nigeria, it 
breaks my heart to see that the 
government is yet to join other 
countries in recognizing, 
creating assets and making 
resources available to support 
people living with disability to 

lan Chief  Chimezie 

CAnosike Kingsley is the 
Ebubemba of  Ikeduru. 

An Umueziogwu, Uzoagba 
Ikeduru born philanthropist, he 
is based in Australia.

Chimezie who has become 
renowned for his humanitarian, 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a n d  
empowerment programmes, 
r e c e n t ly  m a d e  a n o t h e r  
landmark. He hosted leaders of  
Joint National Association of  
Persons  With  Disabi l i t t  
(JONAPWD), Owerri zone 
and Ikeduru local government 
area chapters. The associations 
were led by its Owerri zonal 
chairman, Comr. Emmanuel 
Obidike Idimogu, who doubles 
a s  t h e  I k e d u r u  L o c a l  
Government Area chairman. 
Also helping the chairman in 
leading the group was a 
national ex officio member, 
Chief  Ikechukwu Ukaeje who 
was on ground to supervise and 
moderate the event.

The association; both the 
local government and zonal 
levels had award of  excellence 
for the international business 
mogul, as well as heartfelt 
outpour of  encomiums. They 
said they have taken careful 
note of  the humanitarian 
activities of  the Ebubemba, 
especially towards the disabled 
in the society and decided to 
appreciate him with award of  
excellence service. Responding, 
the Ebubemba Ikeduru  berated 
the Nigerian government for its 
neglect of  persons living with 
d i s a b i l i t y  w h o  h e  s a i d  
ordinarily deserve the best 
treatment of  life, as obtainable 
in Australia where he is based 
and other progressive minded 
countries of  the world.

"I always cry whenever I 
come to Nigeria and see people 
with disability begging for alms. 
They are not considered in the 
N i g e r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  
prog rammes.  No publ ic  
transport scheme created for 
t h e m ,  n o  h o u s i n g ,  n o  
allowances. Not only did he 
recall that he weeps whenever 
he comes to Nigeria and see the 
plight of  the disabled. He could 
not control his emotions and 
a c t u a l l y  b u r s t  i n t o  
uncontrollable tears, which 
took some minutes for him to 
recollect himself  and restart his 
speech.

"In Australia where I leave, 
people with disability receive 
the best treatment. They have 
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By Uzoma Ogoke

People with disability deserve the best 
treatment of life  - Chimezi Kingsley

Continues on Pg 10

Kingsley
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gives is always at the top. I 
considered what God was 
putting in my heart to do and 
discovered that if  I am just 
blessed, it will just be enough 
for me, my family and few 
people around me, but will not 
be enough for the generality of  
people who may need to be 
blessed through me. Then I 
said to God, 'please do not 
bless me, but make me a 
blessing to; family, community 
and generation".

 Chieftaincy Tittles and 
Awards 

I am Ebubemba Ikeduru as 
you all know. I have other 
traditional tittles from different 
c o m mu n i t i e s  a n d  f r o m  
different states and numerous 
awards as well, both from 
within Nigeria and abroad, but 
I hold unto the Ebubemba 
Ikeduru so dearly, because 
Ebubemba means Ebube 
Chukwu jirim Nye Mba (The 
glory God gave the people 
through me). This is how I am 
going to cherish these double 
awards, because it is coming 
from your association"

Meanwhile leaders of  the 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  u s e d  t h e  
opportunity to make some 
demands from Clan Chief  
Chimezie Anosike Kingsley, 
which included; operational 
vehicles, financial assistance, 
e m p l o y m e n t ,  s k i l l s  
empowerment, appointment 
of  their chairman as Special 
Assistant to the Ebubemba on 
disabled matters, among 
others.

They informed him that the 
subvention which is provided 
for the disabled in Nigeria is 
not being payed to the disabled 
in Imo State. 

According to the leaders, 
Chief  Achike Udenwa was the 
last governor who released the 
subvention to the association, 
as both; Ikedi Ohakim (four 
years), Rochas Okorocha 
(eight years), Emeka Ihedioha 
(Eight months) and the current 
governor Hope Uzodimma ( 
one year and five months) have 
not released the subvention to 
the association/disabled in 
Imo State.

Highpoint of  the occasion 
was the presentation of  double 
awa r d s  t o  C l a n  C h i e f  
Chimezie Anosike Kingsley 
by; JONAPWD, Owerri zone 
and Ikeduru local government 
area chapters, respectively. 

you are somebody with 
disability and you need a 
house, you may want to live 
alone, or you want to share 
with other people. As a 
provider, I will provide a home 
and  s t a f f  f o r  you  and  
government pay me for the 
s e r v i c e s .  T h a t  i s  t h e  
business/companies I have all 
over Australia. There are many 
other providers like me. That is 
why it breaks my heart when I 
see the way people with 
disability live in Nigeria, 
whereas they are kings and 
treated more respectfully than 
other citizens, because the 
government believe that people 
with disability need more 
support and care.

"Our company is known as 
First Care. A registered 
providers of  NDIS, a scheme 
that spends billions of  dollars 
for people with disability. That 
is why I said I have come back 
home, because meeting with 
you people today has given me 
the joy that I have always 
longed for".

 Ebubemba's  Li fe  of  
Charity, Philanthropy and 
humanitarian services: 

"I prayed to God and pleaded 
with him not to just bless me, 
but rather make me a blessing, 
because it is better to give than 
to receive, even as the hand that 

 Profession/Occupation: 

"Professionally I am a 
Forensic Psychologist and my 
wife is a professional nurse, as 
well as a psychologist. We are 
r eg i s t e red  p rov ider s  o f  
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS), a scheme that 
the Australian government 
established, which specifically 
take care of  people with 
disability, so my wife and I are 
registered providers.

"We build group homes for 
people with disability. They 
live there and we provide 
support staff  to support those 
of  them who need 24 hours 
care. Some of  them don't need 
24 hours care, they need drop-
in support, while others need 
what we call in-home care. 
Such people live in their own 
houses but need somebody to 
help them do some things like 
Catching up with medical 
appointments. They need 
vehicles with disability access, 
to drop them off  to catch up 
w i t h  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  
appointments, take them for 
shopping, take them to the 
beach, for site-seeing, drive 
around, among other services.

"These are things the 
government created for the 
people with disability, to make 
them l ive  an  easy  and 
meaningful life. For instance, if  

God was using then to speak to 
the people. 

"He prophesied things that 
God told him about me. 
Almost all the things he said 
about me have come true in my 
life".

 Ebubemba as a Minister of 
God 

"I lived here before I 
travelled. I was a seminarian. I 
went to seminary school. I was 
once in life ordained priest and 
pastored churches in Umuahia 
and Owerri. I was the founder 
of  "Gospel for All Nations 
International (Dominion of  
His Majesty), situated at 
Onumonu Street, Owerri. 
When I travelled, I handed the 
church over to another Pastor, 
but the Church collapsed. 
However, I discovered that 
God had not called me to open 
a church, rather he called me to 
use my resources to support the 
church and other people in 
need".

 Marriage and Family: 
"I  am blessed with a  

wonderful woman, Lolo 
Maureen Kingsley (Lolo 
Ebubemba Ikeduru). She is not 
here today because she couldn't 
come back with me. She is back 
in Australia with my children. 
She is doing really well".

of  our own story/ history'. We 
are going to start writing our 
story/history today. We are not 
going to look at government 
anymore. I think it is high time 
we started".

The Ebubemba of  Ikeduru, 
who was visibly very relaxed in 
the midst of  the disabled 
persons, yielded to their request 
for a detailed introduction of  
himself.  He ended up giving an 
abridged bibliography.

 Birth and Name: 
"When I was born, my name 

was  Chimez ie  Kings ley  
Anosike, but about 20 years 
ago, I changed my last name 
from Anosike to Kingsley. My 
m i d d l e  n a m e  t h a t  wa s  
Chimezie, became my first 
name and my first name that 
was Kingsley became my last 
name and my last name that 
was Anosike, now becomes my 
middle name. My name now 
therefore becomes 'Chimezie 
Anosike Kingsley'.

"I was born here in this 
v i l l a g e ;  U m u e z i o g w u ,  
Uzoagba, precisely at Nda 
Virgy Maternity. I was very big 
when I was born, which caused 
my mother some tears".

Coincidentally, according the 
Ebubemba, the late father of  
the current chairman of  the 
disabled in Owerri zone and 
Ikeduru LGA, was a prophet 
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...I see resilient, relentless people 
who have refused to give up 

Clan Chief Chimezie Anosike Kingsley (center with double awards) in a group photograph with Executive members of Disabled 
Associations in Owerri zone and Ikeduru LGA Chapter, after their courtesy visits and award presentation to him, recently.







villages of  every town between 
Wednesday and Friday all 
through the year. If  the deceased 
or the bereaved are people of  
note, friends and well-wishers 
come from outside the town. For 
example, when the funeral of  a 
prominent Anambra person is 
taking place or one of  the 
children of  the deceased is a 
prominent person, one sees the 
Who's Who in Anambra from 
virtually all the towns in the 
state. To be a good MC in 
Anambra these days, you have to 
know the names and titles of  the 
Who's Who in Anambra, for 
every week or two, they gather at 
one funeral or the other. For an 
MC to be rated highly, he should 
not wait for someone to give him 
a  piece  of  paper  before  
announcing the names and 
designations of  such prominent 
people as they come in.

People take funerals seriously 
in Igboland. They can forgive 
you if  don't attend their wedding 
or naming ceremony or birthday. 
But if  you fail to attend the 
funeral of  their parents and you 
also fail to send your support and 
apologies to them, it is like a 
mortal sin. People keep records 
of  what others brought to their 
funeral events. When it is the 
turn of  such people, the records 
are checked before the funeral 
attendance is reciprocated. 
There are people who will never 
attend the funeral of  the parent 
or spouse of  someone who did 
not attend theirs or send in their 
support. Funeral is seen as a debt 
each person owes the other, 
because death is certain.

Even if  you are not in town or 
in the country during some 
funerals, but return months or 
years after, you need to visit the 
homes of  all those who were 
bereaved, especially within your 
community, and present your 
condolence support in cash. You 
can also go along with drinks. A 
condolence visit is never too late. 
But if  you don't visit those 
families, they will note it in their 
Book of  Life and wait for your 
turn to repay you.

Surprisingly, it is in this same 
country where people say that 
things are hard that one sees 
different families spend millions 
of  naira on burials. The same 
people are also building houses 
all over the place, even as the 
prices of  building materials 
double and triple. You then ask 
yourself, where is this poverty 
that is said to affect over 70 per 
cent of  the Nigerian population? 
Nigeria is a paradox!

charge up to two million naira 
for a thousand guests, while 
drinks, wines and spirits cost up 
to five million naira. Choice 
wines are drunk like regular beer. 
One person may drink up to two 
bottles of  a champagne brand 
which costs over N150,000 per 
bottle. At the end of  such a burial 
event, about 30 million naira or 
more is spent.

  Surprisingly, in spite of  the 
amount of  money spent at such 
funerals, most families who 
organise them do not incur 
losses, except for those who 
don't attend other people's 
events and who don't support 
others. The communal spirit 
makes the people to support the 
bereaved at their time of  loss. It 
goes round from family to 
family, and anybody who is 
known to attend events and 
support others never runs into a 
loss after a burial. The Igbo 
people say, when a big man 
travels to a distant land and 
comes back with much meat, it is 
those whom he has been giving 
that have reciprocated.

Interestingly, except for about 
one month of  Lent, burials take 
place every week in different 

wines or spirits are shared at 
such events. The basic meals of  
rice and akpu or flour meal are 
prepared for guests.

Then, there is the medium 
category which costs between 
N1.5m and N5m. In this 
category, some extras are 
added to the event. The funeral 
is made as dignified as 
possible, but attempts are still 
made to keep cost under 
control. First is that the 
amount of  wine and spirits 
d r u n k  a t  t h e  eve n t  i s  
controlled. Second is that a 
decent but not-too-expensive 
casket is used. Third is that 
there may not be funeral 
undertakers to bear the casket 
– kinsmen are used.

Finally, there is the third 
ca tegor y,  which  i s  the  
premium category. This starts 
from about N5m. First is that 
the invitation card is a booklet 
– which costs about a million 
naira. Second is that the burial 
brochure costs over a million 
naira to produce. The casket 
costs about a million naira or 
more, while the undertakers 
charge about N500,000 or over 
a million naira, depending on 
their class. Food vendors 

burials. And they make a lot of  
money from such, thereby 
changing their financial status.

The weekly traffic to the 
South-East for funerals and 
other events also ensure that 
hotels are usually fully booked 
from Wednesdays to weekends. 
Airlines and buses travelling 
towards the South-East from 
Tuesdays are also usually fully 
booked. Some people travel 
from Lagos or Abuja to the 
South-East for funerals two or 
three times in a month.

Funerals gulp millions of  
naira,  depending on the 
financial muscle of  those 
organising the event. There are 
about three categories. The first 
is the basic category which costs 
less than N1.5m. It can cost less 
than one million naira. Only the 
basic rites are performed. This 
includes taking care of  the 
requirements of  the church, the 
kinsmen, the village, the 
women's groups, and guests. For 
example, where it is stipulated 
that the maternal kinsmen of  the 
deceased man or the kinsmen of  
the deceased woman should be 
given a goat, a goat is given to 
them instead of  a cow. Except 
perhaps palm wine, no bottled 

udging by what the eyes see, 

Jit seems that after the 
construction industry, the 

funeral industry is the largest 
these days in the South-East, 
especially in Anambra State 
where I am more conversant 
with. The amount of  money 
sunk into funerals these days is 
mind-boggling.

Parents are living longer – into 
their 80s and 90s – because of  
better access to healthcare. 
Unlike in the 1970s, 1980s and 
1990s when people could not 
check their blood pressure or 
blood sugar at home, such is 
available to many families these 
days, saving many from sudden 
deaths caused by high blood 
pressure or low blood pressure or 
diabetes. When people's parents 
live into their 80s and 90s or even 
late 70s, there is the tendency to 
turn their funeral into a 
“celebration of  life”.

People of  the South-East don't 
have the tradition of  celebrating 
their birthdays in a big way, 
except for those who live in 
Lagos and Abuja. It is not 
common to see someone living 
in the South-East celebrate their 
40th or 50th or 60th or 70th 
birthday with fanfare. If  it is 
done at all, it is usually low-
keyed with a couple of  family 
members coming to the house 
for a get-together. Therefore, the 
burial of  a parent has become an 
opportunity for big celebrations. 
It is not officially called a party 
but it usually has all the 
trappings of  a party or even a 
carnival.

There are suppliers of  virtually 
everything: brochures, invitation 
cards, water, drinks, food items, 
gifts, and canopies. Then, there 
are undertakers, decorators, 
security people, servers, MCs, 
DJs, ushers, camera people for 
video recording and stil l  
photographs. There are also 
suppliers of  aso ebi, which is a 
cloth design worn by friends and 
associates for uniformity. In the 
past, only the direct bereaved 
family would dress alike. But 
today, aso ebi, borrowed from 
the South-West, has become part 
and parcel of  funerals in the 
South-East. Some would buy 
packs of  such cloth and give to 
family and friends for free to sew 
and wear at their funeral 
ceremony as a way of  making it 
colourful.

Because of  the amount of  
money spent at burial these days, 
so many people have built their 
businesses round them. Week 
after week, they are supplying 
things to those organising 
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to unveil it on Father's Day.
I didn't go out to felicitate with 

my landlord. I remained in my 
one-room apartment and peeped 
through the window because I'd 
yet to pay security levy. The bill is 
despite the fact that robbers have 
visited the house twice in the last 
one month.

I could see and hear everyone 
clearly because the car was parked 
near my window. This is what I 
heard:

Caretaker: Oga landlord, dis 
tear rubber na confam o!

Landlord: (Smiles) It's the 
Lord's doing, it's beautiful in our 
sight.

Corper: (Snapping selfies with 
the car) This car is tush, sir. How 
much does it cost, sir?

Landlord: N24m only.
AbereIfa: Ha! Dis small car?
Caretaker: Don't you know it 

doesn't use fuel? It uses electricity.
AbereIfa: Electricity? How?
Landlord: The car runs on 

electricity. When fully charged for 
9 hrs 35 mins, the vehicle can cover 
a distance of  482km which is 
equivalent to the distance between 
Lagos and Warri.

AbereIfa: If  the electricity wey 
follow am come finish, where you 
go see light recharge am?

Caretaker: Oga Landlord will go 
Ghana or put 50 litre-gallon fuel 
for boot. If  electricity finish, oga 
go pour fuel.

Landlord:  No, it doesn't use 
fuel. I'll charge it here at home.

AbereIfa: With tenants' prepaid 
credits? That one no go dey 
possible o, oga.

Caretaker: No be electric car 
you suppose buy, Landlord. See, 
armed robbers dey disturb us every 
night, the toilet is not good, there's 
no water, tenants are unhappy.

Landlord: How does your 
welfare concern me? Are you 
members of  my family or tribe?

Corper: Landlord, get into the 
car and drive it nah. I want to see 
you drive your electric car like the 
one I saw on TV yesterday.

Landlord: You saw one on the 
TV yesterday?

Corper: Yes, sir.
Landlord: How did the one you 

saw on TV look like?
Corper: It was green in colour.
Landlord: Green?
Corper: Yes, green and gleamy. I 

saw Vice President Yemi Osinbajo 
behind the wheel, in company 
with two big men. There were 
many security men around the car, 
putting their hands on the car as if  
preventing it from disappearing.

AbereIfa: Chai, dis girl.
Corper: Yes, nah. They didn't 

allow the car to move freely, unlike 
President Joe Biden's test-run of  
an electric Ford truck in the US. 
Biden fastened his seat belt. You 
can't say that about every big man 
in the Nigerian electric car. And 
Vice President Osinbajo used one 
hand to drive, Biden used both 
hands.”

AbereIfa: VP used one hand? 
Chai, diarisgod o.

of  innocent southern and Middle 
Belt farmers have been used to 
irrigate the pastures fed to Fulani 
cattle.

Today, the naira has thankfully 
appreciated at almost N500 to a 
dollar while electricity doesn't 
blink in my Iyana Ipaja-Agege 
neck of  the woods just as intensive 
work is ongoing to complete the 
100-kilometre Lagos-Ibadan 
Expressway, six years after 
promising the construction of  
p h a n t o m  3 , 0 0 0 - k i l o m e t r e  
superhighways across the country.

Thank goodness the Buhari-
Osinbajo regime is winning the 
terror war though everyday 
negotiations and payments of  
ransoms on kidnapped citizens 
across Nigeria are rampant and 
reminiscent of  the slave trade era 
when dog life was of  higher value 
than human life.

 It's true that confessed Boko 
Haram terrorists are now regular 
guests at government houses 
where  they are  hosted to  
sumptuous negotiation dinners 
with their AK-47 strapped across 
their necks as they smile at the 
camera, while the President has 
commanded his troops not to 'give 
breathing space to terrorists'.

For a regime being bashed at 
h o m e  b y  i t s  c i t i z e n s  f o r  
innumerable reasons and buffeted 
abroad by world leaders over the 
ban on Twitter, a re-presentation 
of  Made-in-Nigeria Kona by 
Osinbajo was highly needed.

Despite its rarity, however, I had 
the good fortune of  seeing an 
electric car. My shylock landlord, 
after increasing rent on his houses 
and shops for the third year 
running, bought one and decided 

Osinbajo regime would need to be 
pushed and jump-started – like a 
'kabukabu' – began to manifest.

The Buhari-Osinbajo regime 
badly needed the Kona PR because 
in the last six years, the Federal 
Government hasn't fulfilled one-
hundredth of  i ts  e lectoral  
promises.

But un-promised dividends of  
democracy such as killings by 
Fulani herdsmen, kidnapping, 
corruption, ethnic agitations, 
banditry, nepotism, despondency, 
fear and hopelessness have been 
delivered as sizzling hot takeaways 
to Nigerians benumbed by a tragic, 
fractured nation.

On their campaign trails in 2015 
and 2019, Buhari-Osinbajo 
brandished hope to the electorate, 
churning out promises like the 
rapid-fire guns used by killer 
herdsmen as culled from punch.

 As their ecstatic supporters 
roared during campaigns in 2015, 
Buhari and Osinbajo promised to 
crush Boko Haram within three 
months in power and lower the 
exchange rate of  dollar to naira 
which then stood below N200.

The magical duo promised 
more, vowing to ban government 
officials from going abroad for 
medical treatment, dismantle the 
Office of  the First Lady, publicly 
declare assets, distribute 20,000 
megawatts of  electricity within 
their first four years, revive 
Ajaokuta Steel Rolling Mill, 
construct superhighways across 
the country, among others.

 I can bet my neck that the 
Buhari-Osinbajo regime of  
integrity will fulfill its electoral 
promises before the expiration of  
its two terms, although the blood 

him. What do you say to a seven-
year-old (grand) son? How do you 
explain politics to him? So, I said, 
no; don't mind them.”

The Buhari-Osinbajo regime 
doesn't lie, it only doesn't fulfill 
promises. Soon, the Federal 
Government will replace the 
gloom on Nigerian roads with the 
gleam of  the green electric car. 
This may not be by 2023, however; 
remember, Yobe State Governor, 
Mai Buni, prophesied the APC 
would rule for more than the next 
32 years.

Fathered and christened by 
Hyundai ,  a  South Korean 
carmaker, Kona electric car isn't an 
abiku that comes and goes in 
countless seasons. But, baby Kona 
had actually come in November 
2020 when Lagos Governor, 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu, publicly 
unveiled and presented it in Lagos, 
where the car was ostensibly 
manufactured.

Therefore, Osinbajo wasn't the 
godfather of  Kona, it was Sanwo-
Olu, who presented the car at 
baptism. I repeat, this regime 
doesn't lie.

 Don't get me wrong, please. It's 
not a crime to present and re-
present the same car to the public 
3 0  t i m e s ,  i t  o n l y  s h o w s  
government's seriousness and 
commitment to technology 
transfer.

But do you know the real 
reasons why the cerebral Osinbajo 
re-presented Kona to Nigerians 
seven long months after Sanwo-
Olu had unveiled it? I know, and I'll 
tell you.

After six months in power with 
neither direction nor a cabinet, 
signs that the aircraft of  the Buhari-

hanting a million and one 

C'gbosas' to acknowledge the 
magic performed last week 

in Abuja by Nigeria's President, 
Muhammadu Buhari and his 
deputy, Professor Yemi Osinbajo 
(SAN), would be an exercise in 
ingratitude.

For executing the 8th Wonder of  
the World, President Buhari and 
Vice President Osinbajo deserve to 
be worshipped by Nigerians 
forever.

Surely, it can only be magic, not a 
miracle, to strike the ground with a 
wand, 'gbaa!', and a car's rooftop 
cracks open the earth, slowly 
erupting into full view, like a mild 
volcano, amid dust and thunderous 
chants of  'Change!', birthing the 
first Made-in-Nigeria electric car, 
Kona.

I t  can  only  be  Eh-Fi -S i  
abracadabra. You may call it 'efisi', 
if  you like swagger.

Without a workforce, steel 
roll ing mill ,  power supply, 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  k n o w - h o w,  
m e c h a n i c a l  a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  
components, the Buhari-Osinbajo 
regime must have secretly gathered 
invisible hands that worked round 
the clock to produce Nigeria's first 
electric car. This regime doesn't lie, 
I swear.

Permit me to quickly buttress my 
deep conviction that the Buhari-
Osinbajo rulership doesn't lie.

Exasperated about being called a 
liar, the Minister of  Information 
a n d  C u l t u r e ,  A l h a j i  L a i  
Mohammed, in a viral video, said, 
“'My seven-year-old grandson 
called me and said, 'Grandpa, tell 
me the truth; why do they call you 
Liar Mohammed?'”

Alhaji Lai added, “I looked at 

By Tunde Odesola

The electric car Buhari-Osinbajo built

Osinbajo test running the electric car 
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mothers, sisters and brothers 
who lost their lives as a result of  
the carnage of  the Civil War of  
1967-1970, using the words 
"Ozoemena", which means 
“May It Never Happen Again”, 
as a day of  wide-spread 
obedience to a separatist group, 
which has never held any 
political power in the South-
East or in any Igbo homeland.

"As the Presidency knows 
from its experience in the North-
East, North-West and the Niger 
Delta, civil agitations cannot be 
defeated with force of  arms. 
Dialogue and the opening of  a 
s i n c e r e  c h a n n e l  o f  
communication are necessary 
means to quell such issues.  

"Just as the Presidency has 
employed similar measures in 
these aforementioned areas. We 
therefore urge the government 
to employ diplomacy to resolve 
the issues the agitators are 
raising and eschew the use of  
force as a method of  first resort."

INM disassociated itself  from 
the press release of  the South-
East Governors and their 
condemnation of  the Igbo 
Youth on agitation.

"While we agree with the 
statement to the extent that 
Ndigbo are a peace-loving 
people, the tone of  the press 
release suggests a willingness to 
sell-out our youths in a manner 
that leaves our people open to 
d e r i s i o n  i n  a  m a n n e r  
unprecedented in the annals of  
the Federation. 

"We demand that these 
Governors, as our elders and 
leaders, read in-between the 
lines and see these latest 
provocations for what they are. 
We do not want to believe they 
may have deliberately refused to 
do so, out of  a fear of  their 
political ambitions or for fear of  
reprisals from the Federal 
Government. This dereliction 
of  duty, should it continue, will 
not be forgotten by Ndigbo. 

"Any rebuke of  our youth 
must not be divorced from the 
history of  marginalization that 
h a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e i r  
discontent. No other political 
leadership has so willingly 
thrown their own people under 
the bus like these Governors 
have just done. 

"We, therefore, stand strongly 
with our deeply hurt and many-
times-betrayed youths, whose 
demand for a system and 
leadership based on justice, 
equality and merit is a call that 
finds resonance not only with 
Ndigbo, but across the Nigerian 
Federation in and amongst 
other ethnic nationalities.

nationals.  
"It is as if  the government of  

Nigeria wishes to repent of  its 
“No Victor, No Vanquished” 
motto and now wishes to wage a 
new war against Ndigbo, along 
the terms of  that which was said 
to have ended more than 50 
years ago."

INM said that it is public 
knowledge that from the North 
to South and from the East to 
West of  Nigeria, there are 
justifiable reasons for the 
various agitations for self-
determination by diverse ethnic 
nationals within the Federation. 

It therefore urges the Federal 
Government to respond to the 
agi tat ions with f rater nal  
considerations rather than the 
illegal use of  force.

INM said that Ndigbo as a 
whole have never expressed 
widespread support for the 
Biafran agitation, however, they 
acknowledge that it is the 
constitutional right of  those 
individuals who are agitating to 
express their democratic rights 
in a non-violent manner.  

"We are sure the Presidency 
knows that being Igbo is not 
synonymous with Biafra, but it 
seems nefarious motives are in 
play when utterances from the 
Presidency mischievously draw 
comparisons between law-
abiding Igbo nationals and the 
Biafran agitation for a non-Igbo 
nation. 

"It is also mischievous for the 
Government to misinterpret the 
d a y  I g b o s  s p e n d  i n  
remembrance of  our fathers, 

the situation in the South-East as 
having different perpetrators 
even where the modus operandi 
bears the signature of  terrorist 
groups active in other areas.  

"L ikewise,  ne i the r  the  
Presidency, the Attorney-
General nor the security forces 
have offered any evidence to 
substantiate the allegations 
against Ndigbo, other than 
t h r e a t s  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
i m p u t a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
foundation."

INM therefore demand the 
immediate release of  innocent 
Igbos arrested by the security 
forces in this period of  chaos, 
stressing that their only crime is 
being Igbo in Igbo land.

It noted that there are other 
parts of  the Federation which 
for over 10 years, have been 
engulfed in terror attacks, 
against all citizens, regardless of  
ethnic nationality and including 
Ndigbo, which have neither 
been met with the same show of  
force, as that experienced in the 
South-East nor has the rhetoric 
from government been as 
incendiary. 

INM noted that the extra 
judicial killings carried out in the 
South-East, are happening in the 
same country where confessed 
Boko Haram terrorists are being 
g r a n t e d  p a r d o n s  a n d  
rehabilitated with federal funds 
(the commonwealth of  all 
Nigerians.)

"We conclude therefore, that it 
seems the life of  an Igbo man 
may be considered by some to be 
cheaper than the lives of  other 

available has pushed it to believe 
that dialogue always seems to be 
the last option explored by the 
Federal Government in matters 
pertaining to Ndigbo (Igbo 
citizens).

It warned that the bloodshed 
in these last few weeks of  
problems have done nothing to 
achieve a pacification of  the 
South-East, nor has it helped to 
bring any meaningful change in 
the security situation in Igbo 
homelands except wanton waste 
of  lives.  

INM stressed that those who 
should have been protected by 
the state, now lie in unmarked 
graves, without trial or due 
process, at the hands of  the same 
state.

The group condemned the 
killings of  all citizens, including 
secur i ty  agent s  and  the  
destruction of  government 
infrastructure in the South-East. 

INM however pointed out that 
it does not believe that the 
allegations that the perpetrators 
of  those heinous crimes are 
Igbos, hold any merit. 

"The Federal Government 
itself  has on different occasions 
blamed foreign mercenaries for 
the killing, kidnapping and 
raping of  Nigerians in other 
areas of  unrest. 

" T h e  P r e s i d e n c y  a l s o  
confirmed in his recent Arise TV 
interview that mass killings in 
various regions and states of  
Nigeria were carried out by 
foreigners. 

"We then wonder why the 
same President should isolate 

h e  I g b o  N a t i o n a l  TMovement (INM) said 
that it finds it worrisome 

that President Muhammadu 
Buhari at this fragile security 
situation in Nigeria could be 
threatening to “deal with Igbos 
in  a  language  they  wi l l  
understand.

INM said that in referring to 
the genocide of  the Civil War, 
where starvation was made a 
tool of  war, the president has 
now chosen to repeat the 
economic blockade of  the South-
East to make Ndigbo a "dot in a 
circle".  

The group said that it finds it 
more worrisome that such 
language has not been employed 
to describe militant herdsmen 
and their sponsors, even while 
the President has alluded to the 
fact that these people are not 
even Nigerian citizens.

I N M  s a i d  t h a t  s u c h  
hypocritical stands now means 
that non-Nigerians are more 
worthy of  the President's 
respect, even more so than his 
own citizens, so long as those 
citizens are Igbo.

I N M  s a i d  t h i s  i n  a  
c o m mu n i q u é  s i g n e d  b y :  
Anthony Olisa Okolo Esq-
President-Worldwide, Nze Ugo-
Akpe Onwuka,  Vice President, 
Onyemuche Mbachu, Secretary, 
Chief  Peter Agba Kalu-National 
Coordinator (Nigeria), Okoro 
Chinedum Benedict, Assistant 
Coordinator (Nigeria) and Barr. 
Eze Eluchie Legal Adviser, after 
their general meeting.

The group said that evidence 

Soludo

By Nonye Udumiri

Igbo National Movement charges FG 
to treat Igbos fairly, calls for dialogue

Igbo leaders



Page 17

demand that his medical bills be 
fully paid. As a union, we shall not 
hesitate to take every legally 
permissible measure to enforce 
his rights to practice journalism in 
Imo without fear. 

“Journalists are not threats to 
our democracy. We promote 
democratic values and should 
always be seen as partners in 
progress, rather than enemies. 
From experience, only those who 
detest due process and have so 
much to hide will resort to 
violence upon sighting journalists 
w h o  a r e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ly  
empowered to inform the public”. 
The statement read.

As earlier stated, Abia State 
Government has elevated a 
journalist to the position of  
Parmanent Secretary. The report 
from Abia State comes with the 
headline;

Ikpeazu swears-in Journalist, 
9 others as Permanent Secretaries, 
and the body of  the story read:  

The Governor of  Abia State, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu has sworn-in 
veteran journalist, Mr. Uzoma 
Isiakpu and nine other persons as 
permanent secretaries in Abia 
State.

They were sworn-in on 
Monday by Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu in Umuahia, with a 
charge on the new Permanent 
Secretaries not to allow his 
government to fail. The Governor 
told the new appointees to use 
their positions to see to the 
realization of  the policies of  the 
administration which in return, 
would yield the desired dividends 
of  democracy for the people.

The governor went on to 
remind the Permanent Secretaries 
that they were in his government 
to help it succeed, not fail, 
stressing that they must work 
h a r m o n i o u s ly  w i t h  t h e i r  
subordinates in their respective 
offices.

According to him, "If  this 
government succeeds tomorrow, 
you will be part of  the success 
story, but if  we don't succeed, then 
you are part of  the failure. You 
have become part and parcel of  
the purveyor that drives economic 
development in the state,  
especially in the hinterlands", 
Ikpeazu said.

T h e  n e w l y  a p p o i n t e d  
permanent secretaries were, 
Uzoma Isiakpu,  Enyioko 
Ugochukwu, Chika Friday, 
C h a r l e s  A g b a r a ,  C h i o m a  
Onyegbu and Ikechi Aaron. 
Others were; Okpe Arum, 
Ugochukwu Ugwuzor, Ngozi 
Alaribe and Franklin Onyema.

Speaking on behalf  of  other 
appointees, Mr. Uzoma Isiakpu, 
promised to hit the ground 
running towards full actualization 
o f  G o v e r n o r  I k p e a z u ' s  
administration's policies.

treat himself  of  injuries from his 
encounter with the police.

He said the five thousand 
naira was for transport fare as 
requested by the journalist who 
has now turned it into a blackmail 
weapon.

While urging the public to 
i g n o r e  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n e r  s a i d  t h e  
government of  imo state has a 
very high regard for journalists 
and would therefore not obstruct 
the performance of  their lawful 
duties.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists, Imo State 
council has condemned an attack 
on Comrade Ekeoma, the Imo 
S t a t e  P u n c h  N e w s p a p e r  
correspondent, by security 
personnel attached to the Imo 
State government house, Owerri.

In a release signed by the 
caretaker committee chairman 
and secretary, Comrade Precious 
Nwadike and Austin Okoro 
respectively, the council has been 
briefed that Okeoma was covering 
a protest by Imo street sweepers, 
who were mainly widows but 
engaged by the state government 
to carry out the assignment of  
cleaning the major streets of  
Owerri. 

The widows had stormed the 
government house to demand 
their 6 months salary amounting 
to #90,000 each (N15,000 
monthly).

Okeoma's only offence was 
that he was seen at the scene of  the 
protest, with his cell phone, 
exercise book and a pen to cover 
t h e  p r o t e s t  w h e n  s o m e  
overzealous security personnel 
descended heavily on him, 
confiscated his phone, brutally 
manhandled and detained him in 
government house. It took the 
intervention of  his colleagues and 
senior police officers to have him 
released.

We had before now, raised the 
alarm over the resort to violence 
and hostile self-help measures by 
agents of  Imo state government 
when dealing with journalists in 
the state. It appears such a 
draconian approach to civil 
matters  i s  taking a  more 
dangerous dimension.

We therefore call on the 
government of  Imo state to 
release every gadget belonging to 
the journalist and ensure that 
those involved in this dastardly act 
are brought to book to serve as a 
deterrent to others. We also 

to properly identify himself  after 
he was caught filming restricted 
areas of  Government House, long 
after the protesters had dispersed.

The state Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, Hon 
Declan Emelumba described 
Okeoma as an agent of  the 
o p p o s i t i o n  w h o  w a s  i n  
Government House for a sinister 
agenda and not for the practice of  
journalism.  Emelumba also 
clarified that he never apologized 
to Okeoma for being interrogated 
by policemen, rather for claiming 
that he was beaten.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Commissioner, when Okeoma 
called him on phone to report the 
incident, he promised to get back 
to him after investigations, but 
that as a human being, he said that 
if  his account was correct, he was 
sorry about it. "From his skewed 
and jaundiced report, it is obvious 
that the man has an agenda which 
is to rubbish the efforts of  the 
government to restore peace in 
Imo State. He is obviously 
working for those stoking the 
security crisis", he submitted.

E m e l u m b a  n o t e d  t h a t  
although Okeoma claimed that he 
was accosted by policemen in 
OCDA vehicle, the headline read 
that he was brutalized by 
Uzodimma security operatives.

The commissioner disclosed 
that investigations showed that the 
protesters had long gone when 
Okeoma was caught in restricted 
areas of  government house and 
that even when he was accosted, 
he failed to produce his ID card.

He said it was curious that of  
all the journalists who covered the 
protesters, none was molested, 
except the Punch correspondent.

According to Emelumba, it 
was also bewildering that 
someone who claims to be a 
journalist could neither produce 
his ID card, nor comport himself  
in a dignified manner.

The truth is that he belongs to 
a breakaway faction of  NUJ that is 
working for the opposition. He 
contrived and orchestrated the 
entire saga to taint the image of  
government. Nobody actually 
molested him", the commissioner 
insisted.

H o n  E m e l u m b a  a l s o  
dismissed the allegation that the 
c h i e f  s e c u r i t y  o f f i c e r  i n  
gover nment house of fered 
Okeoma five thousand naira to 

six months' salary arrears owed 
them by the state government.

“While I was there, policemen 
wielding rifles with thugs from 
OCDA moved towards me 
menacingly after cocking their 
guns. One of  them immediately 
slapped me while the other 
punched me on my left eye and 
instantly took all my gadgets. The 
policemen, who were harassing 
and intimidating me in the 
vehicle, marched me like a 
common criminal to the office of  
the governor where I was bundled 
into the office of  the government 
house chief  security officer, Shaba 
Adamu. On sighting me, Adamu 
ordered that I ought to have been 
detained, instead of  bringing me 
to him. I told him that I wasn't a 
criminal, but the Imo State 
correspondent of  The Punch".

Okeoma added that the 
policeman later gave him N5,000 
to treat himself, saying, “I 
col lected i t  at  gunpoint.” 
According to the journalist, he 
was warned not to cover any 
protest again. “I have since taken 
the money to the state police 
command,  but  the  pol ice  
authority didn't take it. I feel pains 
internally, owing to the beating 
from the policemen,” he said.

The journalist said he had 
since reported the development to 
the state Commissioner of  Police, 
Abutu Yaro, adding that the state 
Commissioner for Information 
and Strategy, Declan Emelumba, 
had apologized to him.

M e a n w h i l e  I m o  S t a t e  
Government in its reaction to the 
development has blatantly denied 
the incident. It even made a 
publication with the headline: 
" N o  o n e  b e a t  P u n c h  
correspondent", describing him as 
agent of  opposition. The thing 
about the rebuttal by the state 
government is that it is the same 
information commissioner who 
was said to have apologized to the 
Punch reporter, who endorsed the 
s ta t ement  f rom the  s ta t e  
government to deny the incident.

A detail of  the rebuttal by Imo 
State Government is as follows: 
Imo State Government yesterday 
d e b u n k e d  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  P u n c h  
newspapers was brutalized by 
security operatives from the 
governor's office for covering 
protests by women. It said the 
man, Chidiebube Okeoma was 
questioned by the police for failure 

he world itself  is a mixture Tof  absurdities; the good, 
the bad and ugly. It is 

already a world of  contrasts and 
contradictions. This is the reason 
Nigerians and in particular, 
Imolites may not be too surprised 
over the fate that befell a journalist 
in the state and another in sister 
and neighbouring Abia State. Its 
however something to ponder 
about that while journalists are 
being beaten, manhandled, 
brutalized and dehumanized in 
Imo state, their counterparts in 
Abia state are being revered, given 
pride of  place and promoted to 
high echelon of  public service.

The latest desecration of  the 
noble journalism profession in 
Imo State happened on Monday, 
June, 21, in front of  the state 
government house, by no other 
group than security agents 
stationed at the front gate of  the 
g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e ,  w h o  
descended on Punch Newspapers' 
correspondent in the state, 
C h i d i e b u b e  O k e o m a  a n d  
manhandled him, simply for 
carrying out his journalism 
assignment of  informing the 
public of  what is going on in the 
society.

Coincidentally, same Monday, 
June 21, 2021, while agents of  Imo 
State Government were busy 
showing the i r  force  on a  
defenceless, harmless journalist, 
The Governor of  Abia State, Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu was busy elevating 
a veteran journalist, Mr. Uzoma 
Isiakpu, swearing him in, among 
nine other persons as permanent 
secretaries in Abia State Civil 
Service.

One of  the newspaper reports 
over the incident in Imo had the 
headline: Uzodimma's power-
drunk security aides brutalize 
PUNCH man over widows' 
p ro te s t .  I t  r e por ted  tha t ,  
government house policemen, on 
Monday arrested and manhandled 
the Imo State correspondent of  
T h e  P u n c h  N e w s p a p e r s ,  
Chidiebube Okeoma, for covering 
widows who were protesting 
unpaid six months' salary arrears. 
The policemen who came in the 
company of  thugs from the Owerri 
Capital Development Authority, 
s l apped  and  punched  the  
journalist before bundling him 
into their waiting vehicle.

They also confiscated his 
mobile phones, power bank and 
threatened to shoot him if  he dared 
say a word.

After beating the journalist, 
the visibly charged policemen 
drove him into the governor's 
office in Owerri.

Narrat ing the incident,  
Okeoma said he was marched into 
the governor's office from where 
he was taken to the office of  the 
Chief  Security Officer in charge of  
the state Government House, 
Shaba Adamu, who ordered that 
he should be detained, but on a 
second thought, asked the 
journalist to explain what he was 
doing where the women were 
protesting.

The journalist said, “I was at 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e  
roundabout, where I was covering 
the widows, who were protesting 
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Mixed fates for journalism:
Revered in Abia, detested in Imo
By Uzoma Ogoke

OkeomaOkeomaOkeoma IsiakpuIsiakpuIsiakpu
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h e l s e a 
m a n a g e r , 
T h o m a s 

Tuchel, has asked the 
club to make a transfer 
m o v e  f o r  E n g l i s h 
Premier League star, 
Adama Traore, this 
summer.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Spanish media outlet 
AS, Tuchel has put 
forward his own list 
o f  
recommendations 
t o  C h e l s e a ' s 
hierarchy, and one 
o f  t h e  n a m e s 

Former Nigeria coach 
Samson Siasia's life-
ban from football for 

bribery has been reduced to 
five years by the Court of  
Arbitration for Sport, CAS.

The 53-year-old was 
initially sanctioned in 2019 
by FIFA for agreeing to 
“receive bribes in relation 
to the manipulation of  
matches.”

Siasia appealed against 
the ban with football's 
governing body and CAS as 

h e  d e n i e d  t h e 
c h a r g e s 

against him.
C A S 

“determined 
t h e 

imposition of  
a life ban to be 

disproportionate 
fo r a first offence which 
was committed passively 
and which had not had an 
adverse or immediate effect 
on football stakeholders, 
and that a five-year ban 
would still achieve the 
envisaged aim of  punishing 
t h e  i n f r i n g e m e n t 
committed by Mr Siasia.”

T h e  b a n  h a s  b e e n 
backdated to s tar t  on 
August 16, 2019 as the 
c o u r t  e x p l a i n e d  t h e 
background to the case.

“In 2010, a match fixer 
tried to involve Mr Siasia as 
a coach of  a club under his 
strict instructions,” CAS 
revealed.

“With the promise of  
employment benefits, Mr 
Siasia would have had to 
always field several players 
under the control of  the 
match-fixer.

“ T h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s 
between the match fixer 
and Mr Siasia in relation to 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

e m p l o y m e n t  w e r e 
conducted by email over a 
period of  two months.

“Eventually, the club did 
not accept or could not 
afford Mr Siasia's requests 
a n d  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s 
ended.”

The court also cancelled 
a fine of  CHF 50,000 
(US$50,000) that had also 
been part of  the sanctions 
imposed by FIFA.

“CAS acknowledged the 
need for sanctions to be 
sufficiently high enough to 
eradicate  br iber y  and 
especially match-fixing in 
football.

“However, the Panel 
considered in the particular 
c i rcumstances  of  th is 
matter that it would be 
inappropriate and excessive 
to  impose a  f inancial 
sanction in addition to the 
five-year ban, since the ban 
s a n c t i o n  a l r e a d y 
incorporated a financial 
punishment in eliminating 
football as a source of  
revenue for Mr Siasia.

“And considering that 
Mr Siasia had not obtained 
any gain or pecuniary 
benefit from his unethical 
behaviour.”

A former international, 
Siasia won the 1994 Africa 
Cup  o f  Nat ions  wi th 

proposed is Traore, who 
c u r r e n t l y  p l a y s  f o r 
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

Tuchel is eager to complete 
a deal for the Spanish winger 
this summer.

Traore's future at Wolves is 
unclear following lengthy 
contract negotiations with the 
West Midlands club over the 
past few months.

Wolves s t i l l  have not 
managed to strike a deal with 
Traore and that opens the door 
to a potential exit given that 
the player has just two years 
left on his current contract.

The report added that the 

Blues have been targeting a 
deal to sign Inter Milan's 
Achraf  Hakimi, but the Blues 
face competition from Paris 
Saint-Germain and Roma.

Chelsea could switch their 

he salaries of  UFC 263 Tfighters earlier this 
month have been made 

public and it  shows that 
middleweight champion, Israel 
Adesanya, is the top earner.

Adesanya was the main 
a t t r a c t i o n  i n  G l e n d a l e, 
Arizona, on June 12.

The Nigerian-born New 
Zealand fighter was paid 
$500,000 for his unanimous 
decision win over Marvin 
Ve t t o r i ,  a s  r e ve a l e d  t o 

ewcastle United are 

Nb e i n g  l i n k e d  w i t h 
Swansea City striker 

Andre Ayew.
The Ghana international is a 

free agent after his contract 
expired with the south Wales 

club.
A n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o 

GhanaSoccerNet, Newcastle are 
prepared to 'strike a deal' for the 
31-year-old.

Turkish giants Fenerbahce 
are also keen to re-sign the 
Ghanaian international forward.

Ayew has Premier League 
experience having played in the 
competition with the Swans and 
West Ham United.

Nigeria and played in their 
m a i d e n  W o r l d  C u p 
appearance later that same 
year. He played over 50 times 
for his country while scoring 
16 goals.

As a coach he led his 
country's under-20 and under-
23 sides to continental success 
in 2005 and 2015 respectively.

He also guided the under-
20s to a runner-up finish at the 
2 0 0 5  W o r l d  Y o u t h 
Championships (as it was 
known at the time) in the 
Netherlands where they lost to 
Messi's Argentina.

Siasia is the most decorated 
African football coach at the 
Olympics, winning silver at 
the Beijing Games in 2008 and 
bronze at the 2016 Games in 
Rio.

 Lagos-based 

Aentertainment 
outfit, Great 

D y n a m i c  T a l e n t s 
Limited, has revealed 
its plans to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of  
C h i o m a  A j u n w a ' s 
golden jump.

C h i e f  E xe c u t ive 
Officer of  the outfit Rev. 
Samuel Ikpea who is 
also the chairman of  
N i g e r i a  F o o t b a l l 
S u p p o r t e r s  C l u b 
revealed that the plans 
include a symposium, 
as well as a creative 
m u s i c a l  t a g g e d 
Ajunwa: 'The Trials and 
Triumph '.

He went further to 
d i s c l o s e  t h a t  t h e 

celebrations of  Chioma 
Ajunwa will begin on 
August 2nd a symbolic 
date for her Olympic 
games feat, as well as, 
6th, and 7th, 2021, at 
the prestigious Shell 
Muson Centre in Lagos.

According to Ikpea, 

who is also the National 

Chairman of  Nigeria 

Football Supporters 

Club, further plans will 

a l s o  s e e  C h i o m a 

A j u n w a  a n d  t h e 

organizers, visiting the 

36 States Governors of  

Nigeria and presenting 

with a replica of  the 

historic Olympic gold 

medal.

MMAJunkie.
Vettori  himself  earned 

$350,000 for his role in the 
main event.

This makes both fighters the 
two highest earners.

Nate Diaz, who was making 
his comeback to the octagon, 
earned $250,000 in his defeat to 
Leon Edwards.

The British fighter earned 
$220,000, which includes a 
$110,000 win bonus, for his 
unanimous decision victory.

attention to Traore if  Hakimi 
opts to move to PSG ahead of  
t h e  r e i g n i n g  U E F A 
Champions League winners.

Traore scored two goals 
and registered two assists in 37 
games in the Premier League 
for Wolves last season.

Sign Traore, Tuchel tells Chelsea board

UFC: Israel Adesanya

emerges top earner

Samson Siasia's life
ban from football
reduced to 5 years

Atlanta '96 feat:
Group to fete
Ajunwa

Newcastle, Fenerbahce
showing interest in
Swansea's Ayew

Traore

SiasiaSiasiaSiasia

AyewAyewAyew

Adesanya after his latest victoryAdesanya after his latest victoryAdesanya after his latest victory
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b u t  we  h ave  t o  k e e p 
improving. We had a great 
first half, our intensity 
wasn't the same in the 
second but they didn't have 
very many chances at 
goal.” 

For Argentina, Sergio 
Aguero made his first 
international start since 
November 2019, enjoying a 
60-minute cameo.

Argentina's win gives 
them seven points from 
three games and leaves 
them top of  Group A, two 
points ahead of  Chile, four 
ahead of  Paraguay and six 
ahead of  Uruguay. Bolivia 
are bottom with no points 
from two matches. 

Argentina will play 
Bolivia in their Group A 
f i n a l e  n e x t  M o n d ay, 
needing only a point to 
finish in the top two and to 
a v o i d  B r a z i l  i n  t h e 
quarterfinals. 

Paraguay, meanwhile, 

will play Chile this Friday. 

S h o u l d  M e s s i  b e 
handed a start next week 
against Bolivia by coach 
Luis Scaloni, he would go 
on to be the most capped 
player for Argentina, ahead 
of  the likes of  Javier Zanetti 
and Diego Maradona.

Although Argentina 
were lackluster in the game 
v e r s u s  P a r a g u a y,  a n 
excellent pass from Angel 
Di Maria helped set up 
Alejandro Gomez to score 
the only goal of  the match 
in the 10th minute. 

A r g e n t i n a  b e a t 
Paraguay 1-0 and have now 
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e 
q u a r t e r f i n a l s  o f  t h e 
competition. 

The victory against 
Paraguay was Argentina's 
second 1-0 win in a row in 
this tournament and their 
16th match without defeat 
since losing in the Copa 
America semi-final in 2019. 

Argentine defender 
G e r m á n  P e z z e l l a 
remarked, “We're through 

“Congratulations Leo for 
having reached the record 
a p p e a r a n c e s  f o r 
A r g e n t i n a , ”  t h e  e x -
Argentina captain said. 

“Nobody better than 
you to continue growing 
the legend and be the player 
with the most appearances 
in our National Team. 
Congratulations to the 
whole team for the victory 
and many more!” 

Mascherano made his 
debut for Argentina in 
2003, representing the 
n a t i o n  a t  f i v e  C o p a 
América tournaments, 
finishing runner-up in 
2004, 2007, 2015, and 
2016, and four FIFA World 
Cups, reaching the 2014 
final. 

On June 30,  2018, 
fo l lowing Argent ina ' s 
elimination from the World 
Cup after a 4-3 loss to 
France in the Round of  16, 
Mascherano announced 
h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m 
international football. 

Mascherano. 
“Proud to have been 

able to wear the light blue 
and white as many times as 
my fr iend Masche (@ 
mascherano14) whom I 
love very much and always 
respected and admired.” 

Mascherano likewise 
congratulated Messi via 
s o c i a l  m e d i a . 

achieved the milestone two 
d ay s  b e f o r e  h i s  3 4 t h 
birthday and the Barcelona 
main man has taken to 
Instagram to celebrate it. 

“Another important 
v i c t o r y  t o  c o n t i n u e 
growing,” Messi wrote on 
Instagram as the caption to 
a photograph of  himself  
a n d  e x - t e a m m a t e 

ionel Messi, 33, Le q u a l l e d  Jav i e r 
M a s c h e r a n o ' s 

r e c o r d  o f  1 4 7  m a t c h 
appearances for Argentina 
on Tuesday in Albiceleste's 
third match at the 2021 
Copa América against 
Paraguay played at Estádio 
Nacional Mané Garrincha. 

The Argentine captain 

lub Brugge forward 

CEmmanuel Dennis 
has joined Watford, 

the newly-promoted Premier 
League club has announced. 

The 23-year-old Nigerian 
spent part of  last season on 
loan at Bundesliga club FC 
Koln ,  end ing  a  ra ther 
difficult time at Belgian 
champions Brugge, whom 
he joined in the summer of  
2017 from Zorya Luhansk. 

The duration of  the deal 
was not disclosed, neither 
was the transfer fee. 

Dennis scored 27 goals in 
just over 90 club appearances 
for Brugge before his exit. 

He becomes the fourth 
Nigerian at the club after 
Wil l iam Troost-Ekong, 
Isaac Success and Tom Dele-
Bashiru.

The Nigerian is also the 
fifth summer arrival at the 
club after Danny Rose, 
Imran Louza, Kwadwo 
Baah, and striker Ashley 
Fletcher 

Rose joined the Hornets 

on a free transfer from 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

The left-back signed a 
two-year deal with the club. 

Last month, 23-year-old 
Louza was signed from 

rsenal  wi l l  s ign 

Amidfielder, Phillipe 
C o u t i n h o,  f r o m 

Barcelona this summer on 
one condition.

Re p o r t s  c l a i m  t h a t 
Arsenal will sign Coutinho 
only if  there is good news 

involving his knee injury.
Arsenal manager, Mikel 

Arteta, is a huge admirer of  
Coutinho but any move for 
the 29-year-old hinges on his 
rehabilitation regarding a 
knee injury he sustained at 
the tail end of  last season.

summer and the player's 
agent, Kia Joorabchian, had 
held talks with Arsenal over 
a potential deal.

C o u t i n h o  j o i n e d 
Barcelona from Liverpool in 
a £145 mil l ion deal  in 
January 2018.

The Brazilian was a key 
player during his time at 
Liverpool but has struggled 
f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h 
Barcelona.

The report claimed that 
Arsenal chief  executive, 
Edu, is planning on bringing 
in at least five new players to 
Emirates this summer, with 
moves for two midfielders, 
two full-backs and a centre-
back all potentially on the 
cards.

Recall that Barcelona was 
keen to sell Coutinho last 

igeria-born British 

Npugilist Anthony 
J o s h u a  h a s 

a d d r e s s e d  c h a l l e n g e r 
Deontay Wilder  in  the 
language he expects him to 
understand, noting that 
going to war with just one 
weapon is like shooting 
oneself  on the leg.

Joshua says Deontay 
Wilder's reliance on his right 
hand will be brutally exposed 
again if  they share the ring.

“I've never, ever seen in 
the heavyweight division a 
fighter going to war with just 
one weapon, which is what 
they say is his right hand,”

Wilder wants to resurrect 
talks for an undisputed world 
heavyweight  t i t le  c lash 
against Joshua, if  he regains 
the WBC title in a third fight 
with Tyson Fury in Las 
Vegas on July 24.

But Joshua has dismissed 
Wilder as a serious threat to 
his WBA, IBF and WBO 
titles, insisting the Alabama 
man has already shown his 
limitations in a stoppage loss 

to Fury last February.
“He isn't an elite-level 

fighter, in my opinion,” 
Joshua told Sky Sports News.

“He ' s  good.  I t ' s  the 
heavyweights, so they always 
know one punch can change 
the course of  a fight.

“But I've never, ever seen 
in the heavyweight division a 
fighter going to war with just 
one weapon, which is what 
they say is his right hand.

“When you get to the top 
level? Trust me, that don't last 
anymore. That doesn't work.

“As we've seen now with 
certain fights of  elite-level 
fighters, he struggles at the 
top level, and there's a lot 

more of  us waiting for that 
opportunity as well to kick 
his ass.”

Anthony Joshua says 
Tyson Fury and his team 'let 
the whole boxing world 
down'

Wilder suggested that 
“excuses” have already been 
made to prevent a fight 
against  Joshua,  who is 
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  W B O 
mandatory title defence 
against Oleksandr Usyk, 
with Tottenham Hotspur 
Stadium expected to stage the 
fight in September.

“Most definitely, hands 
down [I want the Joshua 
f ight] ,  Wilder told Sky 
Sports.

“Without no excuses, no 
mandatories, nothing in the 
way.

“As I see, they already 
making up excuses. They 
already got a mandatory 
planned ahead.

“No one really wants to 
fight someone like me, and I 
don't blame them.”

Predicting a victory over 
Joshua by knockout, Wilder 
said:  “In a devastat ing 
fashion.”

Nantes, with the midfielder 
penning a five-year contract.
Winger Baah and striker 
Fletcher were added to their 
ranks from Rochdale and 
Middlesbrough respectively. 

Copa América: Messi equals Mascherano's record as Argentina

qualifies for quarterfinals

Brugge striker Dennis joins
Watford

Arsenal to sign Coutinho from
Barcelona if…

Joshua to Wilder: I pity you and

your one hand, you'll be shocked

Messi against ParaguayMessi against ParaguayMessi against Paraguay

JoshuaJoshuaJoshua

DennisDennisDennis
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n the truest sense of  the word, INigeria is not a nation. As a state 
or country, Nigeria is currently 

headed for disaster. It is not a today 
t h i n g .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r 
independence, the country was 
already a tribally constituted 
country. The three major leaders 
representing the three major ethnic 
g roups,  exce p t  pe rhaps,  the 
legendary Zik, were all coloured in 
tribal robes. 

Just six years on, the bubble burst.  
A group of  junior officers across the 
country but mostly Igbo, in a most 
unconstitutional manner, staged a 
bloody coup on January 15, 1966. At 
the end of  the day, the casualty list 
was heavily lopsided. The North 
recorded more victims than the 
other regions. The West also lost 
both civilian and military casualties. 
Both the East lost just one military 
officer. That way, the Balewa 
adminis t ra t ion was  abr upt ly 
aborted. In effect, Ironsi, the most 

ndications are strong that the Iconspicuous absence of  Hon. 
Ambassador Uche Ogbuagu 

who represents Ikeduru State 
Constituency in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly at the meeting 
b e t w e e n  G o v e r n o r  H o p e  
Uzodimma and leaders of  APC 
from Ikeduru at the Imo State 
Government House is indeed 
causing ripples within the rank and 
file of  APC in the state. Recall that 
the governor had met with leaders of  
the party at LGA levels. 

An insider who monitored 
proceedings when the governor 
consulted with the Ikeduru APC 
leaders hinted this newspaper that 
“no explanation was given for the 
almost embarrassing absence  of  the 
lawmaker ”. The source added; “A 
close confidant of  the Bad 
Condition hit comedy promoter 
revealed that the lawmaker must 
have boycotted the meeting in view 
of  how he was disgracefully 
removed as the Majority Leader of  

the Imo House Assembly. Of  
course, you are aware of  how that 
singular act polarized the legislators.  
As you are aware, most members of  
the APC in the house were not 
disposed to his removal. A situation 
that has inflicted a deep cut in the 
house and has split the APC caucus. 
It was also gathered that Governor 
Uzodinma and the leadership of  the 
APC in the state have not been able 
to calm frayed nerves with a view to 
ensuring the return of  peace and 
harmony in the house. This is even 
as the chairman, House Committee 
on Information, Hon. Johnson 
Duru Iheonukara told newsmen 
that Ogbuagu was very good at the 
job and didn't commit any offence to 
warrant such treatment”.

The fear is, who knows what 
Uche Ogbuagu has up his sleeves.  
The director general, Imo APC 
Media Centre, Comrade Cajetan 
Duke Akuta, stated that “Hon 
Ogbuagu is a member of  the Imo 
House of  Assembly from Ikeduru. I 

have yet to confirm why, according 
to you, he was not in meeting 

keduru and Ngor-Okpala LGAs Ihave taken their turns in the town 
hall meeting initiated by Imo State 

Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma 
for local governments in the state at the 
Sam Mbakwe Expanded Exco 
Chambers of  the government house.

Addressing stakeholders of  the two 
LGAs seperately, the Governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma sued for 
peace and unity. He stressed on the 
need for the state to be in Nigeria's 
moving train, as according to him, 
even if  the state decides to jump out of  
the moving train, the train will 
continue to move without it.

He specifically called on the people 
of  Ikeduru to close ranks and work 
with the deputy governor, Prof. Placid 
Njoku who is from the area, calling on 
the stakeholders to always call 

attention of  the deputy governor to 
what needed to be done.

He used the opportunity of  meeting 
the two LGAs to reemphasize his 
avowed commitment to serve the 
masses of  the state, in appreciation of  
the opportunity given him by God to be 
at the helm of  affairs in the state.

He urged the stakeholders to always 
carry the masses along, urging them to 
always consider the minority voices in 
everything they do.

Earlier in their speeches, leaders of  
Ikeduru; Deputy governor, Prof. 
Placid Njoku, Chief  Emmanuel 
Iwuanyanwu, among others poured 
encomiums on  the  gover nor,  
describing him as a pragmatic leader 
who understands very well, the 
importance of  carrying the masses 
along in his government.

They made a donation of  one 

hundred million naira (N100, 000, 000) 
to the governor, to help him in youth 
empowerment.

In their separate remarks, leaders of  
Ngor-Okpala; a former commissioner 
in the state, TOE Ekechi, the Interim 
Management Committee Chairman, 
Chief  Mayor Eke, appreciated the 
governor for the numerous democracy 
dividends he extended to the area, 
i n c l u d i n g  a p p o i n t i n g  t w o  
commissioners and seven advisers 
from the area at the same time.

They prayed for the sustenance of  
the  tempo of  the  gover nor ' s  
magnanimity for people of  the area, 
while calling the attention of  the 
governor to the infrastructural needs of  
the  area ,  employment  needs,  
establishment of  a special border 
security network, activation of  the 
campus of  Imo State University in the 
area, among others.

.  

between the governor and Ikeduru 
LGA representatives today. I will get 

back to you when I officially confirm 
that. But Imo APC is intact”. 

senior military officer, was called to 
take over. It must be recorded here 
that all available accounts by the 
plotters of  that coup revealed they 
planned to handover to Chief  
Awolowo hence the thought of  the 
affair being an Igbo coup should be 
buried.  

However , the North insisted that 
the January coup was an Igbo affair 
and it staged what was called a 
counter coup on July 29, 1966. It is 
still the bloodiest coup in the history 
of  Africa as more than 162 army 
officers of  Igbo extraction, including 
the head of  state, Ironsi were killed. 
It did not stop there, the killings of  
Ndigbo continued all over the North 
for more than four months. Then 
Eastern military governor who later 
emerged as Biafra head of  state, the 
l a t e  G e n e r a l  C h u k w u e m e k a 
Ojukwu, noted that “a conservative 
estimate of  50, 000 Igbo were 
murdered in the pogrom in the 
North”. 

There was tension in the country. 

structure which carved out the 
Eastern minorities out of  Eastern 
Region, thereby telling they were not 
Igbo. Ojukwu then replied by 
insisting thus: “On Aburi we stand”. 
Gowon countered and declared war 
on Biafra. 

Ndigbo lost the war. Since then, 

All efforts made to restore peace, 
including what was called the Aburi 
conference, did not produce any 
desired result. Rather, Ojukwu 
accused Gowon of  tampering with 
the Aburi document. The General 
Yakubu Gowon –led Federal 
Government created the 12 state 

all forms of  marginalization even 
exclusion are now the lot of  Ndigbo. 
For instance, since 1970, no Igbo has 
headed Nigeria.  36 states have been 
created and only five in South East. 
There are 774 LGAs and the east has 
the least as only the three states of  
Kaduna, Kano and Jigawa put 
together have more local councils 
than the entire South East. The point 
here is, federal allocations are 
distributed using the LGA index. 
The senate has 109 senators the 
South East boasts of  only 15. In the 
house of  representatives, the South 
East is also in absolute minority. 
Everything in Nigeria is never to 
South East's favour. 

This zone has produced just two 
police IGs, some even argue that 
Mike Okiro is of  South – South 
extraction. There are about 26 chiefs 
of  army staff  and the South East 
produced just two. In infrastructural 
a s  w e l l  a s  h u m a n  c a p i t a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government has never pandered 
towards the South East. At least, the 
present government is busy building 
rail lines to Niger Republic rather 
than situate one line to South East!     
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Why Ndigbo clamour for 
restructuring 

Uche Ogbuagu's absence at Uzodimma's  meeting causes ripples in Imo APC

Imo government town hall meeting: Ikeduru, Ngor 
Okpala LGAs laud Uzodimma 
By Jennifer John

Anambra poll: APC inaugurates

first youth, student wing

Delisted CBT centres:
JAMB directs affected
candidates to reprint
exam slips

President Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia shakes hands with Sam Onyeaka of Enugu 
Rangers at the Independence Stadium, Lusaka shortly before the Flying 

Antelopes forced Green Buffaloes to a 2-2 draw in a continental tie, 1975. On 
Onyeaka's right is Coach Dan Anyiam. On the left is Harrison Mecha.

Kaunda's Zambia recognised Biafra during the Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970).
Anyiam, Onyeaka and Mecha saw battle as Biafran combatants.
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