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Chelsea to upset Man City?

Igbo apprenticeship very rewarding
– COSCHARIS boss

Imo shootings, killings
Uzodimma, your
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the problems – Survey

Anambra 2021:
APGA to implode
Aspirants to boycott
party’s primary over
non-inclusion
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Buhari appoints another northern
Muslim, Yahaya, army chief
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Five governors
may not
complete tenure
– Prophet
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t is no longer news that Nigeria Iis heavily burdened with the 
challenge of leadership. The 

problem of leadership has long been 
identified by Nigeria's legendary 
prolific writer late Prof Chinua 
Achebe in one of his books entitled, 
'The trouble with Nigeria'. It is also 
worthy of note to remark that the 
quality of leadership in the country 
has continued to dwindle from one 
administration to another.

This is manifest in the fact that no 
government has better records of 
performance than the one it 
succeeded. Taking a retrospective 
look, it would be revealed that the 
leadership of the past was more 
v i s ionar y,  people  or iented,  
deve lopment  consc ious  and  
humane. This contrasts sharply with 
what obtains in recent times.

Moving from East to West, North 
to South the post independent 
leaders who took over from the 
colonialists achieved so much in 
terms of development. It would be 
recalled that it was in that era that 
the present South East then known 
as eastern region was rated as one of 
the fastest growing economies of the 
world. 

The economy then was anchored 
on agro related products. Similar 
feats were achieved in the West and 
North. Looking at what obtains 
presently questions arise as to why 
the present crop of leaders especially 
Nigerian governors have lacked the 
vision to improve on the attainments 
of the first generation leaders.  

Nigerian governors are expected to 
delight their people with impressive 
performance that improves the 
quality of those led. But the lot of 
the people has remained increasing 
suffering, underdevelopment and 
increased poverty in the midst of 
plenty as well as alienation from 
governance. 

Nigerian governors have turned 
themselves enemies of the people 
given the manner they have 
weakened the practice of democracy 
by their refusal to adhere to 
democratic ethos and values. Most 
of the efforts required of them to 
s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  d e m o c r a t i c  
institutions and add value to the 
quality of life of the people are 
observed in breach. Here are few 

examples.
Local government autonomy was 

one of those actions designed to 
bring development closer to the 
grass roots. The governors have 
never allowed this to thrive because 
on monthly basis they hijack the 
proceeds of the federal allocations 
due to the Councils leaving the local 
government areas undeveloped.

Again, since the minimum wages 
was negotiated not all the governors 
have keyed into it. This has further 
worsened the plight of Nigerian 
workers. It cannot be explained why 
the governments are dragging foot 
yet they are all involved in frivolous 
spending that has no value to the 
people. 

As part of the process to entrench 
democratic practices and ensure the 
independence of the three arms of 
government, legislative autonomy 
was also granted to extricate the 
legislature from the stranglehold of 
the executive. But this appears to 
hold only on paper and not in 
practice. State legislatures are still 
going cap in hand to ask for their 
emoluments.

Today Nigerian courts have been 
shut for nearly two months as a 
result of the strike of Judicial 
Ser v ices  Union  o f  Niger ia  
(JUSUN). It also bothers on issues 
concerning the independence of the 
j u d i c i a r y.  T h e r e  a r e  c l e a r  
indications that the governors are 
not in a hurry to fund judicial 
services adequately. 

News Echo frowns at these ugly 
developments some of  which 
provisions are made very clear in our 
rule books. We align ourselves to 
any process designed to ensure that 
the rights and welfare of the people 
are guaranteed. It amounts to 
executive rascality to see governors 
trample on institutions that will 
improve the lots of the people.

We condemn in its entirety all acts 
of corruption perpetrated by public 
officers, past and present, and 
advise that the regulatory and 
security agencies be strengthened to 
bring them to book. There is no 
reason the country cannot get better 
with huge natural and human 
endowments if they are properly 
managed.            
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desists from authorizing arrest, 
patrol, checkpoint or show of  
uniform in Biafra territory". His 
words: "this is to forewarn that 
the Nigerian flag is therefore 
banned and must not be seen 
hoisted or displayed in any part 
of  Biafra territory or there shall 
be severe consequences against 
those who flouts the order. 

"The Council describes as 
p r o v o c a t i v e  t h e  i l l e g a l  
imprisonment of  several Biafran 
prisoners of  conscience held for 
over fifteen (15) years in the 
Onitsha and Awka Prisons. BNG 
shall pay everyone involved in the 
subjugation and circumvention 
of  justice of  these Biafran 
prisoners of  conscience in their 
own coin not forgetting all of  the 
prosecuting counsels, trial judges 
and politicians.

"The Council observed that the 
Nigeria State is known to be 
synonymous with the abuse of  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  
noncompliance to the earlier 
deadline given for the release of  
these prisoners of  conscience was 
expected enabling BNG which is 
made up of  the Biafran Army, 
Biafran Navy, Biafran Air Force 
and Biafran Detective Force to 
get their personnel mobilized, 
oriented and ready for the task 
ahead. 

"Depicting the recent activities 
of  the so-called unknown 
g u n m e n  a s  k i n d e r g a r t e n  
compared to the mayhem that 
shall be unleashed by the Biafran 
National Guard on the Nigeria 
State including its parastatals and 
installation located in Biafra 
territories.

"This vengeance shall be 
launched from defunct Anambra 
state for the arbitrary violation of  
the fundamental freedom and 
human rights of  these Biafran 
prisoners of  conscience for over 
fifteen (15) years. Why should 
innocent women be made to 
suffer for the supposed crime of  
their husbands? Even among 
those incarcerated is a pregnant 
woman who has not set sight on 
her child since she gave birth in 
prison.

"BSMCA hereby extends the 
deadline for the unconditional 
release and compensation of  
these Biafran prisoners of  
conscience held in the Onitsha 
and Awka Prisons, to the last day 
of  May 2021. The Council called 
on every Biafran men and 
women still serving the Nigeria 
State security forces to resign 
henceforth as the grace given will 
expire after the hoisting of  the 

Tuesday, May 25, had it that four 
policemen were killed by the 
unknown blood thirsty criminals 
before they set the police station 
ablaze. Perhaps, it is against the 
backdrop that led to proliferation 
of  Biafra groups as they claimed 
that they are no longer safe in 
their land.  For instance, a pro-
Biafra group called Biafra 
National Guard” (BNG)/ Biafra 
Supreme Military Council 
(BSMC) has vowed to hoist its 
flag on May 30, this year in Igbo 
land.

Findings reveal that there is a 
bottled anger in the camp of  
BNG as they alleged that some of  
the i r  members  are  be ing  
incarcerated by the Nigeria 
security forces. In a statement by 
the leader of  BNG/BSMC, 
Esikak Apkan, made available to 
News Echo in Enugu on Tuesday,  
said that BNG will kick start its 
activities in Anambra state, 
emphasizing that the slated 
November governorship poll will 
not be allowed to hold.

According to Akpan, "the 
Nigeria security forces must 

M i x e d  r e a c t i o n s  h a v e  
continued to trail the recent 
P o l i c e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  
“Operation Restore Peace” in 
Enugu to tackle insecurity in 
Southeast zone. While some said 
the police authority would have 
employed dialogue, others think 
differently, saying such security 
measure would stem further 
violence in the region.

Unfolding events show that 
there are rising cases of  violence 
since the operations restore peace 
by the law enforcement agents 
began with public institutions like 
b u i l d i n g s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
Independent National Electoral 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( I N E C )  i n  
Anambra, Ebonyi, and Enugu 
severely hit by unknown gunmen. 
In Enugu State, the building of  
I N E C  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  
Independence Layout  was saved 
by whiskers although that of  
Udenu was not spared by the 
hoodlums as the structure was 
razed down before men of  fire 
service could reach the scene to 
put off  the inferno.

Reports from Iwollo-Oghe on 

Federation (AGF) and Minster of  
Justice, Abubakar  Malami, that 
ban on open grazing is like 
banning sale of  spare parts. This 
is the devilish decoder and un-
settlers of  equanimity", a 
respondent opined. According to 
a cross section of  Enugu 
residents, trailing the line of  
disgrace still on the ladder, the 
President is quoted to have said 
that ban on open grazing by 
southern governors is ipso-facto 
illegal. 

" T h e  s u m m a t i o n s  a r e  
mandat ing  the  po l i ce  to  
Southeast and kill at will any 
surreptitiously termed “Biafra”. 
Here comes the anomaly, the 
diffuser and the circuitous agenda 
of  Fulani man in power. Do we 
f o l d  o u r  h a n d s  a n d  ge t  
slaughtered like cows or do we 
disobey and be belligerent? That 
is Hopson choice for Ndigbo at 
this vantage time of  need. But for 
all the human rights contour of  
equity and fairness, it is better to 
die fighting than to surrender and 
be slaughtered", Mazi Jonah 
postulated.       

Southeast geo-political 

“zone is clearly under siege 
b y  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

unidentified gunmen prompted 
by clandestine activities of  Fulani 
herdsmen. Fulani sporadically 
kill,  boldly slaughter and 
challenge whoever cares that they 
are in power”

The aforementioned words 
came from Mazi Kindness 
Jonah, Convener, “Voice from 
the East”, a pressure group based 
in Enugu, the Enugu State 
capital.

To  J o n a h ,  t h e  F u l a n i  
herdsmen, because they feel they 
a r e  i n  p ow e r,  t h e y  k i l l  
uncha l l enged ,  maraud ing  
undisturbed and hurt at will and 
maim happily, adding that this 
forlorn hope, propelled by 
egocentrisms due to centrifugal 
support by a co-herdsman in 
power, they walk like a colossus, 
bestride every nook and cranny 
of  the nation slaughtering people.    

 “With this stand point, Igbo 
are not aloof  in the circuitous 
syndrome of  killing. Whether at 
Uzo-Uwani, Nimbo, Nsukka, 
Ede-Obolla, Isi-Uzo, Awgu, Eha-
Amufu,  Afikpo,  Emuoha,  
Ezzamgbo, Ohofia, Owerri -Nta, 
Abballa, Eberi, Isialamba, 
M b a n o ,  O r l u ,  N n e w i ,  
Ekwulobia, Okuzu, Omobala 
and others.

They have been intermittently 
killing in all these mentioned 
villages and towns as well as other 
Igbo towns. It is this that 
prompted Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) to form Eastern 
Security Network (ESN)”, he 
added. 

Ironical ly,  many accuse 
Southeast governors and Buhari's 
acolytes of  paying lip service to 
issue of  security in security in 
Southeast. To add salt to injury, 
there is platonic ban on activities 
of  Fulani herdsmen which has 
not been authenticated by legal 
frame work. So, suspected 
herdsmen are still perambulating 
the southeast.

Now, the rhetoric question is: 
who will bell the cat, seeing that 
there is technical amputation of  
people's will? Since the power 
that be are perceived to be clearly 
Igbo phobic, and the people 
seriously need deliverance from 
Fulani herdsmen, how come the 
ethnocentric dislocation of  ESN 
which contrary wise is the heart 
beat of  Ndigbo, especially the 
man in the street?

“We are not unconcerned 
about the statement from the 
A t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  
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South East: A region under 
siege
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I could have eaten Isi-ewu, 
nkwobi, pepper soup and turn 
around to blame everybody 
around me including God on 
why he took away my father. 

"I'm talking to you about 
mindset. My senior brother 
asked me to leave the money in 
anger, but I asked him, do you 
have any money to give me 
when we get home, he said no, 
and now asked why are you 
telling me to leave this one? 
Young people today neglect 
every small thing given to 
them." Maduka said that his 
main excitement was not N200 
he was given, but on the 
freedom to decide my future 
and do whatever he wants to do 
with his life. 

He urged young Igbo 
businessmen not to neglect 
partnership to enable their 
business grow as it was one of  
the platforms he started with to 
be where he is today. The 
renowned business mogul said 
that he got into four different 
par tnerships  before  the  
formation of  Coschar is  
(Cosmas and Charity) which 
was formed with his name and 

the mathematics while we were 
talking. N200 then was about 
close to N150,000 now. It was 
nothing. It couldn't pay for a 
shop. Because I asked my uncle 
what he wants me to do with it. 

been spoilt and none of  them 
wants to take responsibility. 

"I served my uncle for six 
years and half  years and in 
1976, he counted N200 and 
gave me as settlement. I just did 

He said that God sent 
someone like me ahead of  the 
youths to dismantle every 
excuse they may have for not 
succeeding. Hear him.

"The man standing before 
you today can boldly say that 
the best I did in school is 
elementary three. So the four 
corner walls you call school is 
not known to me. It's not 
because I'm not intelligent, but 
life offered me no opportunity 
to survive. I lost my father at 
the age of  four. My mother 
became a single parent and life 
was really unfair to me. I was 
the second in the family. I was 
going to farm, climbing palm 
trees."

He said that the youths must 
change their mental attitude 
and must jettison the abnormal 
way they process information 
to enable them accept the 
beneficial ones. Maduka 
narrated how his uncle took 
him to Lagos State for 
apprenticeship at tender age, 
when it was obvious that his 
mother could no longer cope 
with burden at home. Maduka 
said that the major problem 
with the current young 
generation is that they have 

he importance of  the Ta g e - l o n g  I g b o  
apprenticeship system 

dominated the 2021 edition of  
Aba Business Leadership 
Summit and Awards with the 
theme “Transferring tested and 
proven business models to the 
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n " .  T h e  
educating summit brought 
together the crème de la crème 
of  the Igbo business world and 
the intelligentsia together at the 
Aba Sports Club to deliberate 
on the problems bedeviling the 
Igbo business society.

Speaking to the youths and 
young entrepreneurs at the 
summit, the founder of  
Coscharis Group and one of  
Nigeria's most successful 
bus iness  magnates,  Dr.  
Cosmas Maduka said that the 
Igbo apprenticeship system is 
as complete as any formal 
business institution in the 
world. Maduka through the 
narration of  the story of  his 
life, asked every young Igbo 
man to learn from his life story, 
h u m b l e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  
resilience, hard work, and see 
every problem as a business 
opportunity.

Soludo

Why Igbo apprenticeship system 
must not die
By Nonye Udumiri

‘

‘

‘

‘

"We're well informed as apprentices than many 
know. There, we were taught administration; we 
were thought accountancy because your books 
must balance every day. We were also thought 
inventory management because you need to keep 
the stock on your books to know when your boy 
starts stealing from you. So, everything you 
require to succeed in business is taught during 
apprenticeship. The only difference between it 
and a business school is that it's not done in a 
formal way where you're issued a certificate. We 
even did research while we were doing 
apprenticeship. We did research in an informal 
way. While serving my uncle, I was able to know 
what I can get out in a Volkswagen Beetle than in  
Peugeot. That is a research and I was keeping 
records of that information. I have challenged 
many people on this issue of apprenticeship and 
formal education in business.'' 

The CEO, Coscharis Motors Ltd, Dr. Cosmas Maduka, making a point during the recently concluded Aba Business Leadership Summit.
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hildren are young and 

Cbeautiful creatures; 
and with their innocent 

smiles and carefree spirits, they 
steal the hearts of  many. Little 
wonder there is a day set aside to 
celebrate them. Children's Day, 
which is celebrated in Nigeria on 
May 27 annually, is dedicated to 
celebrating children all over the 
world, and for adults to remember 
their childhood experiences. 

Here are five things you should 
know about Children's Day 
celebrations. 

Origin
The earliest celebration of  

Children's Day can be traced back 
to the United States of  America in 
1857, where a certain Pastor 
Charles Leonard held a service for 
children at his church. Locally, the 
s e r v i c e  b e c a m e  k n ow n  a s 
C h i l d r e n ' s  D a y .
After then, similar celebrations to 
celebrate children began to occur 
in different parts of  the world.
The International Children's Day 

Children's Holiday in Nigeria. 
China celebrates Children's Day 
on June 1 while Japan celebrates 
theirs on May 5 and Britain 
celebrates theirs on August 20 

S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e 
celebration 

Though it is not a general 
public holiday in Nigeria, the day 
is set aside to honour the younger 
generation and, thus, primary and 
secondary children are given a day 
o f f  f r o m  s c h o o l .
In addition to the festivities and 
celebrations of  Children's Day, 
this date also serves to recognise 
that all minors and children have 
the right to health, education and 
protection. 

Activities on Children's Day 
Several social activities are 

carried out on Children's Day, 
varying from excursions, parties, 
f u n f a i r s ,  p a r a d e s ,  e t c .
Most of  these activities are held at 
special centres like stadiums, 
amusement parks, and other 

was first marked in Turkey on 
April 23, 1920. Later, on June 1, 
1 9 2 5 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  Wo r l d 
Conference on the Welfare of  
Children, the International 
Children's Day was declared. 

Universal Children's Day is 
celebrated on November 20 

The idea of  a Universal 
Children's Day was adopted by 
the United Nations General 
Assembly on November 20, 1954.
In the year 1959, the UN General 
A s s e m b l y  a d o p t e d  t h e 
Declaration of  the Rights of  the 
Child on that same day while the 
official decree on the protection of  
children's rights was established 
on November 20, 1989. 

Children's Day differs from 
country to country

Though the United Nations set 
November 20 aside for Children's 
day celebration, the day is 
celebrated on different dates in 
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .
May 27 is traditionally the 

n o t a b l e  p l a c e s .
Some government bodies, media 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  n o n -
governmental organisations also 
take the day out to reach out to 

children and help them in several 
w a y s .
Parents celebrate their children 
too on this day, by getting them 
presents, taking them out on 
excursions, and giving them a 
treat. 

Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

oxic relationships Tc a n  e x i s t 
a n y w h e r e 

between person to person, 
groups to groups, among 
family members, tribes or 
even country to country. But 
our focus here is among 
person to person or among 
family members especially.

Toxic relationships can 
b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a n y 
relationship one engages in 
or finds himself  or herself  
born into, where there's 
nothing good coming out of  
it.

Characteristics of  a toxic 
relationship

1 .  i t ' s  a n  U n e q u a l 
Partnership alliance from 
the beginning, despite what 
you are being told to believe. 
One becomes the Master 
and the other or others the 
servant victims.

2. It tends to isolate you 
from your friend and family 
who deeply care for you and 
still do and drains you 
emotionally.  

Toxic relationships are 
e m o t i o n a l ly  d r a i n i n g 
because you spend so much 
of  your time and energy 
dedicated to making the 
other person happy and 
fulfilling their needs instead 
of  your own. You feel 
anxious and stressed out 

someone, there's not much 
room for you to grow. In 
many ways, it may even 
change you for the worse 
instead of  for the better. You 
stop thinking for yourself  
because the other person 
always tries to control you 
and dominate you; you let 
them convince you that 
you're not good enough to 
get what you want and you 
shouldn't even try; and they 
will trick you into thinking 
that you need them and 
you're nothing without 
them.  

5. It engrafts Negative 
Attitude all around you, 
s t i f l i n g  P o s i t i v e 
C o m mu n i c a t i o n  f r o m 
reaching you.

6. Domestic violence is 
employed here to keep the 
victim or victims subdued 
all over. This instills deep 
fear on the victim because 
doing otherwise may be 
fatal somehow.

7. The Toxic oppressive 
bully, can also be using 
sexual infidelity and other 
forms of  sexual abuses to 
kee p  in t imida t ing  the 
victim.

8. Extreme use of  Fear 
a n d  Fo r c e f u l  c o n t r o l 
inc lud ing  th rea t s  and 
a t t e m p t e d  m u r d e r , 
homicides  and overal l 

whenever you spend time 
with this person because 
they're narcissistic, overly 
critical of  you, and they 
make everything all about 
them. They suck you into so 
much of  their pointless 
drama that, some days, just 
be ing  a round  them i s 
exhausting.

3. It takes away the 
victim's self  esteem and 
destroys the person's total 
life self  confidence.

Our relationships with 
others and the way they treat 
us tells us a lot about 
ourselves, and it's one of  the 
most important foundations 
of  a person's self-image. So 
when you're in a toxic 
relationship with someone 
who doesn't care about you, 
it's hard not to feel bad about 
yourself. You're constantly 
denied the love, support, 
and reassurance you seek, 
and it really takes a toll on 
your self-esteem. You lose 
confidence, stop believing in 
yourself, and struggle to feel 
a sense of  self-worth when 
y o u ' r e  i n  a  t o x i c 
relationship. 

4. It gives you no room or 
a i r  f o r  y o u r  n a t u r a l 
personality expression or 
growth as a person.

When you're trapped in a 
toxic relationship with 

health challenges.
While it's clear that toxic 

relationships are extremely 
harmful to your mental 
h e a l t h ,  yo u  m i g h t  b e 
surprised to learn that it can 
also negatively affect your 
physical health as well. 
Studies show that toxic 
relationships often result in 
g r e a t e r  r i s k  o f  h e a r t 
problems, higher blood 
sugar  leve l  and b lood 
pressure, and a weakened 
immune  sys tem.  Over 
fatigue and low energy is 
also common, given the 
stress and anxiety that most 
people in toxic relationships 
experience on a regular 
basis.

9 .  Substance abuse, 
drugs and alcohol addiction 
rules supreme in such toxic 
RELATIONSHIPS.

Most relationships begin 
on a high note. But some 
gradually get down to the 
Toxic oppressive bully type. 
Why do we gloss over it till it 
gets so bad?

Af te r  ever y  d i sease 
diagnosis, you must seek out 
its cure, or else your job is 
fifty percent unsolved yet.

Below are prescribed 
way  ou t  o f  any  tox i c 
relationship one happens to 
be involved in...

Wa y s  o u t  o f  t o x i c 

relationships
1 .  To t a l ly  s e p a r a t e 

yourself  first from such 
environment. Quitting it 
finally should be your target.

2. Begin on time to speak 
out to those who care to 
know.

3. Involve the authorities 
on time if  physical violence 
and threats are involved.

4. Stop tolerating subtle 
abuses of  all kinds in all 
your RELATIONSHIPS 
early on time.

5. Always listen to elders 
and folks who have cared for 
you all these years.

6. Never ever enter any 
relationship as an Unequal 
Partner.

Number 5 above is where 
the problem lies with young 
people. No matter what you 
say, they may never listen to 
y o u r  e l d e r l y  a d v i c e . 
Unfortunately many of  
them have never lived to tell 
their stories.

E x a m p l e s  o f  t ox i c 
relationships

Father sexually abusing 
his children.

M o t h e r  c a u s i n g 
emotional harm to her 
daughters by criticizing 
them per second billing

Boy Girl relationship, 
that separates one totally 
from their parents guidance

A 
teache

r having sex 
with his or her students.

M a r k  f o r  s e x u a l 
gratification seen in our 
universities.

All forms of  cultism 
and prostitution

Sorry to say this, but it 
happens, some of  our so-
called Churches in our 
world are having a toxic 
relationship oppressive 
effects on its members. If  
you are in such a church 
family, please get out from 
their midst now before you 
tur n into a  ful l  t ime 
deceived hypocrite.

Your spirit should be 
edified after your church 
worship, and not the other 
way round.

E n d i n g  a  t o x i c 
relationship 

1. Explain the much 
you can while you don't 
want the relationship to 
continue or go further.

2 .  B e  p o l i t e  a n d 
respectful  in quitt ing 
relationship. No abusive 
words. No gossiping about 
the friend. Secrets must be 
kept secret.

3 .  N o t  e v e r y 
relationship will progress 
to the highway express. 

4. Wish your friend 
well and kindly keep your 
distance afterwards.

Damaging effects of toxic relationships 

Children's Day celebration in Nigeria:
Five things you should know
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he still advocates not just 
mentorship for Igbo youths, 
bu t  upho ld ing  o f  Igbo  
apprenticeship system, which 
he also said has its own pitfalls 
that need innovation to correct.

I n n o v a t i o n s  i n  
apprenticeship system: 

"That's why I always talk 
about innovation. We must 
learn a new way of  doing 
things. The Apprenticeship 
system that brought me up goes 
with the form that when the 
boy is at his sixth year or seven, 
the boss counts capital and 
gives to him to start his 
business. 

"Remember then, the boy is 
already familiar with the 
b u s i n e s s ,  h i s  b o s s  i s  
comfortable at home while the 
boy was attending to all 
customers after he has been 
settled. Customers who are 
now more familiar with him 
will always come earlier to 
meet him. 

"Immediately he opens the 
shop, he already has customers 
waiting for him and when they 
bring list to him early morning, 
he'll quickly rush, bring those 
goods both the ones he has and 
doesn't have that he can collect 
from other people. 

"Within five years, the boy is 
coming up and his boss is going 
down. By the tenth year, his 
boss is out of  business and that 
boy is a billionaire. This 
method of  retaining settled 
senior apprentice is making us 
to keep producing seven years 
business champions who 
doesn't last more than ten 
years. 

"Everybody will get up and 
reign for 10 years you'll not 
hear from them again. I took 
the first sets of  apprentice 
because I didn't have the capital 
to employ 45 people. But once 
they're getting to the point of  
settlement, I never returned 
one apprentice that I have 
settled. 

"Each one of  them that I 
settled, I hire a staff  to replace 
them. I celebrate them and 
settle them and by the grace of  
God, we've been able to create 
an institution that have stood 
the test time and will be a 
m o d e l  f o r  t h e  y o u n g  
generation. 

"I make these sacrifices for 
the average Igbo man because 
people have spoken a lot of  bad 
things about us. Let them know 

was able to know what I can get 
out in a Volkswagen Beetle 
than fit in Peugeot. That is a 
research and I was keeping 
records of  that information. I 
have challenged many people 
on this issue of  apprenticeship 
and formal education in 
business. 

"And I have said, get a young 
man, send him to school, let 
him finish his school and come 
back to do business. Give him 
N10 million. Get a man who 
did apprenticeship, give him 
N2 million and you'll see the 
difference between practical 
k n ow l e d ge  a n d  t h e o r y.  
Knowledge is power my 
people. 

"We need to start changing 
the narratives. Currently, the 
knowledge our young people 
are acquiring now is not 
helping them to be productive 
in life. Personally, I did my 
private studying. Life is about 
management and you learn all 
these during apprenticeship."

H e  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  
management is the most 
important thing one is thought 
d u r i n g  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p,  
stressing that whatever one 
mismanaged in life will hardly 
be recovered. Maduka said that 

from you. So, everything you 
require to succeed in business is 
taught during apprenticeship. 
The only difference between it 
and a business school is that it's 
not done in a formal way where 
you're issued a certificate. 

"We even did research while 
we were doing apprenticeship. 
We did research in informal 
way. While serving my uncle, I 

"We're well informed as 
apprentice than many know. 
There,  we  were  taught  
administration; we were 
thought accountancy because 
your books must balance every 
day. We were also thought 
i nve n t o r y  m a n a g e m e n t  
because you need to keep the 
stock on your books to know 
when your boy starts stealing 

that of  his wife.
He said that when he started 

Coscharis, his wife was his first 
e m p l o y e e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  
employee was his wife's sister 
and as times goes on, and he 
started putting apprenticeship 
board. He also urged young 
Igbo businessmen to be 
innovative, stressing that 
without too much grammar, 
innovation simply means 
finding a new way to do what 
you were thought how to do. 

"It's all about doing things 
differently, so forget about all 
the big grammars they blow 
about it. We must not continue 
to do things how we were 
thought saying this is what we 
were thought. Many people 
believe we're not educated 
because we don't speak big 
grammars, I'm not a British 
man, you can speak your 
grammars as you like, what 
we're looking for is what you've 
been able to actualize with it. 

"Henry Ford said that an 
educated man is someone who 
can organize his thought into 
productivity. So, if  you cannot 
organize your thought into 
productivity, you are just 
having a mere conception." He 
s a i d  t h a t  i n a s mu c h  a s  
government can be held 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
unemployment, Igbos must use 
their resilient Igbo spirit to tell 
government that they need 
them in all angles. 

"If  we build a strong 
economy, yes they can use their 
powers but we know who we 
are. Today, I'm in Ghana, Ivory 
Coast and Gabon because I'm 
needed and money has no face.  
Investment capital doesn't like 
you and hate me. Anywhere 
you receive money it goes. 
Money  under s tands  a l l  
languages and speaks them all. 
Many of  you are busy learning 
how to speak English that 
doesn't  put you in any 
Guinness Book of  Record. 

"Listen and understand that 
the Igbo resilient spirit is 
important. With elementary 
three Educations, I served in 
two public quoted banks in 
Nigeria. I never had the 
educational qualification to do 
that."

The Nnewi born business 
magnate said that it  is  
unfortunate that those who are 
ignorant look down on Igbo 
apprentice saying that they are 
not educated. 

Soludo

...Business opportunities lie in doing 
things differently

‘

‘

‘

‘

“I served my uncle for six  and half years and in 1976, he 
counted N200 and gave me as settlement. I just did the 
mathematics while we were talking. N200 then was 
about close to N150,000 now. It was nothing. It couldn't 
pay for a shop. Because I asked my uncle what he wants 
me to do with it. I could have eaten Isi-ewu, nkwobi, 
pepper soup and turn around to blame everybody around 
me including God on why he took away my father. I'm 
talking to you about mindset. My senior brother asked 
me to leave the money in anger, but I asked him, do you 
have any money to give me when we get home, he said 
no, and now asked why are you telling me to leave this 
one? Young people today neglect every small thing given 
to them." Maduka said that his main excitement was not 
N200 he was given, but on the freedom to decide my 
future and do whatever he wants to do with his life.''

Continues on Pg. 9

Maduka giving his lecture

Continued from Pg. 6
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ask them to divide the people in 
50s. They broke the fishes and 
bread and fed people and at the 
end, he tried to know how 
they're feeling which what we 
call customers satisfaction in 
business. 

"The following day, Jesus 
didn't go for them, they were 
the ones looking for him to 
know where he was. The 
customers were now the ones 
looking for him. Do you know 
what Jesus did after the feeding 
that many ignore today, that's 
management of  rejecting 
waste. He told his disciples to 
pick the crumbs on the ground. 

"Now, tell me, what was his 
interest with crumbs if  he can 
multiply those things to feed 
several thousands of  people? 
Waste is not allowed in 
business. Nothing should be 
wasted. If  I eat rice here, you'll 
not see a single grain after I've 
finished eating."

He urged Igbo youths to read 
good books as it will help them, 
adding that people wonder 
how a man who stopped in 
elementary three like himself, 
has managed to serve in the 
board of  two quoted banks. 

and treating them well, we end 
up reminding them where we 
brought them from. 

"This will backfire. If  you 
don't treat your workers well, 
they'll join another competitor. 
There are people who work 
w i t h  m e  t h a t  e a r n  
N100,000,000 per annum. 

"I t ' s  not  a  b ig  s tor y.  
N100,000,000 they earn is a 
small change to what they 
make for me. If  someone is 
making N2 billion for you and 
you give him N100 million 
have one done anything 
special? He creates wealth for 
you and you must pay them 
well."

Financial management as 
b e d r o c k  o f  b u s i n e s s  
sustainability:

Maduka said that the level of  
poverty hovering all over the 
land among young people 
today is partly as a result of  
poor financial management. 

"Some of  you don't know 
that Jesus Christ was a business 
man. I learnt all I know from 
him. Jesus Christ while on eat 
fed 500 people with two fishes 
and four loaves of  bread. He 
used his administrative brain to 

teach them how to clean house, 
instead of  changing their status 

"The money is not much 
anymore to handle his needs. 
That's what we have found 
ourselves doing. People are still 
talking about oil. I asked the 
Chairman of  BMW how many 
years this cars of  combustion 
engine last and he said well, it'll 
be few years.

"Let me tell you, there's 
nothing you cannot achieve 
with willingness. Coscharis 
will outlive Cosmas Maduka 
because in the last 30 years, I 
d o n ' t  s i g n  c h e q u e s  i n  
Coscharis. I have people today 
who are not from my tribe 
working well for me. People 
usually say they used charms 
on me, but I tell them that they 
should get more of  such 
charms because the people 
there are making wealth for me 
while I pay them well."

Proper remuneration of  
workers as way of  sustaining 
business:

Maduka said that one of  the 
m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  I g b o  
businessmen have is that they 
hire people and don't pay them 
well. 

"You bring people claiming 
you got them from gutters, 

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  l o t s  o f  
exceptional Igbo men doing 
things right. We're many and 
I'm one of  them."

Ways of  developing and 
keeping business beyond 
founders:

Maduka  ta lked  about  
sincerity, stressing that he built 
his business with truth and 
sincerity and urged Igbo 
youths not to be distracted by 
situation of  the economy. 

"As an entrepreneur, you're a 
capital creator. You can create 
an employment. Stop this 
blame game. Government has 
not done well, but we can't 
continue to hope on this 
economy. This is because the 
story of  Nigeria is a caricature 
of  an old man who won lottery 
(as crude oil represents) and 
because of  the money he got 
from lottery, he stopped doing 
every other business to sustain 
his family. 

"This man planned all he 
wants to do for himself  and 
family on the lottery money. By 
the time the man is old the 
lottery money has depleted 
and he cannot manage those 
children anymore. 

Soludo

...Problem of Igbo businessmen is not 
paying their employees well

‘

‘

‘

‘

"You bring people claiming 
you got them from gutters, 
teach them how to clean 
house, instead of changing 
their status and treating 
them well, we end up 
reminding them where we 
brought them from. This 
will backfire. If you don't 
treat your workers well, 
t h e y ' l l  j o i n  a n o t h e r  
competitor.  There are 
people who work with me 
that earn N100, 000,000 per 
annum. It's not a big story. 
N100,000,000 they earn is a 
small change to what they 
make for me. If someone is 
making N2 billion for you 
and you give him N100 
million have one done 
anything special? He creates 
wealth for you and you must 
pay them well."

Cross section of resource persons during the summit

Continued from Pg. 8



Declan Emelumba noted that it 
was government's traducers 
that carried out the heinous act. 
According to him; “Gallant 
secur i ty  opera t ives  th i s  
morning repelled an attack on 
the  Omuma country home of  
the governor of  Imo State, Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma. At 9:00a.m 
today, Saturday, April 24th,  a 
group of  hoodlums numbering 
about 15 driving in a motorcade 
of  three vehicles accompanied 
by a tipper loaded with used 
tyres,  stormed the country 
home of  the governor in 
Omuma,  Oru East  LGA and 
attempted to burn down the 
house. However, vigilant 
security operatives attached to 
t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  h o u s e  
successfully repelled the attack 
and consequently minimized 
the damage they had planned to 
unleash. In the crossfire that 
ensued a few casualties were 
r eco rded .   P re l iminar y  
investigation suggests that the 
foiled attack may have been 
politically sponsored. The 
government has directed the 
relevant security agencies to 
expedite investigation on the 
i n c i d e n t  a n d  p r o m p t ly  
apprehend the sponsors and 
their agents and bring them to 
justice”.

Again, the government 
fingered the opposition but 
refused to mention names, even 
till this moment. This, again, 
has brought the government to 
disrepute before the public who 
now sees it as a toothless and 
tac t l e s s  bu l ldog.  “ I t  i s  
apparently shameful that this 
Uzodimma administration has 
continuously been reeling out 
security promises that it could 
not fulfill”, Ikenna Dikeoha, a 
bus driver informed News 
Echo. He added; “When the 
p o l i c e  c o m m a n d  a n d  
recreational centre were 
severely attacked, the governor 
promised to unmask the 
mastermind, insisting he knew 
their sponsors. Till now, 
nothing. His house was set on 
f i r e ;  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  
commissioner of  information 
said the hoodlums would soon 
be brought to book. As we talk, 
nothing has happened. This 
“promise and fail” approach of  
this Uzodimma government 
has not worked; it is not 
working; and it will not work”. 

Shortly after, Owerri became 
a shooting free city, overtaken 
by gunmen and their cronies. In 
view of  the shooting galore, the 
state government had beefed up 

government facilities. He 
equally noted that he knew the 
venue  where  they  he ld  
meetings prior to the attack. 
Since then, the governor has yet 
to inform us anything on the 
identity of  those people he 
alleged as responsible for the 
attacks. This, in my opinion, 
does imply that Uzodimma 
really had any security report 
before he made the declaration 
he made. It is a failure of  
leadership even as it emboldens 
the attackers to the extent that 
they understand that they are 
not being trailed by anybody, 
not even the relevant security 
bodies”. 

The Monday, April 5, 2021 
incident hardly settled down 
when the governor's house was 
dastardly set ablaze in his 
Omuma town in Oru East 
LGA. It was one incident too 
many. It was an attack most 
unexpected. Governor's house 
attacked? What really went 
wrong? 

Briefing newsmen after the 
a t t a c k ,  t h e  I m o  S t a t e  
Commissioner of  Information 
and Strategy, Hon. Chief  

c a u g h t  h a v e  m a d e  
confessional statements. I am 
going to forward my report to 
the central government".

Just mind the governor's 
dec larat ion:  “We have  
credible evidence leading to 
those who paid the hoodlums, 
where they met, and how they 
met”. The question is, what 
has prevented the government 
of  Imo State from making 
public the names those thugs, 
their sponsors and where they 
met. As a resident of  Owerri, 
Paschal Nnajiugo, put it; 
“One thing is certain: Our 
dear governor is absolutely 
innocent in the various 
attacks that have come the 
way of  Imo State in recent 
times. He is even doing his 
best to bring the ugly 
development to a grand halt. 
However, I do not appreciate 
his method and approach. For 
instance, after the April 5 
attack on the Imo State Police 
Command and Federal  
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e ,  
Uzodimma informed us that 
he knew the sponsors of  the 
thugs that attacked the 

AK-47 rifles and explosives, 
released some suspects detained 
in the SCID cells and set ablaze 
many vehicles parked at the 
headquarters premises, including 
the SCID office building. The 
operation lasted close to three 
hours”.  The hoodlums were said 
to have numbered more than 100. 

Immediately after the twin 
attack on the police command 
a n d  c o r r e c t i o n a l  c e n t r e,  
Uzodimma stated that “some 
aggrieved politicians in the state 
were responsible for the various 
attacks and violence in the state”. 
According to him, "It is not only 
on my government, it is both on 
my government and the Federal 
Government. We have credible 
evidence leading to those who 
paid the hoodlums, where they 
met, and how they met. Security 
agencies are already working 
with this information. Some 
people are trying to sponsor a 
synchronized national crisis to 
br ing the  gover nment  of  
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  t o  
disrepute, otherwise tell me why 
these things are happening at this 
time, particularly in Imo, APC 
state. People are sponsoring these 
people. Some of  them already 

or more than three Fmonths now, Imo State 
has been a hotbed of  

endless and reckless shootings, 
senseless killings as well as fear 
of  the unknown. Imo masses 
no longer sleep with their two 
eyes closed. In fact, Owerri 
residents in particular now 
keep vigil – no sleep at all! Shop 
owners as well as other business 
men and women go to  
businesses late and close early 
just to escape the next round of  
tragedy which usually comes in 
shooting by gunmen. Scores of  
people – men, women, youths 
and kids – had at various times 
f a l l e n  v i c t i m  o f  t h e s e  
obnoxious attacks across Imo 
State communities. 

It all started in what was 
earlier termed IPOB/ESN and 
police face off  in the Orlu area 
of  Imo State in which sides 
suffered casualties. As a means 
of  restoring peace and order, 
the state government was 
alleged to have invited the 
military to put to an end the 
insecurity malady in the area. 
That move, according to 
reports, achieved its aim: peace 
and order were restored but the 
masses concluded that the state 
government 'brought in the 
army to eliminate them', 
therefore, that approach did not 
go down well with the people. 

Almost in quick succession, 
t h e  O w e r r i  s h o o t i n g s  
commenced.  In  a  most  
dramatic but appalling fashion, 
the Imo State Police Command 
and the Federal Correctional 
Centre were simultaneously 
attacked in an operational that 
lasted for more than two hours 
o n  M o n d ay,  A p r i l   5 .   
According to a published 
report, “An eyewitness said the 
operation started at about 
1a.m. and ended at 3a.m. These 
m e n  w e r e  h e a v i l y  
sophisticated. They came in 
their security vehicles and we 
thought they were army and 
police…Some days back, we 
heard of  warnings from the 
Eastern Security Network, 
ESN that their members should 
be freed from that prison or it 
would be done by force… A 
security officer, who didn't 
want his name in print, said the 
attackers used dynamite and 
sophisticated guns during the 
attacks. Heavy gunshots and 
explosions could be heard in 
the area when they arrived with 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  we a p o n s,  
including dynamite and guns. 
The hoodlums also attacked 
the Police Station, Owerri, 
while firing consistently with 

By Ori Martins
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challenges. There are lots of  
security rummours going on in 
the communities. The security 
agenc ie s,  th rough  the i r  
intelligence reports can collect 
and collate these information 
and act on them accordingly”, 
he noted. 

He added that the action of  
some of  the governor's aides 
was enough to spark off  
attacks. “I do not want to 
mention names here but we 
know some of  the close aides of  
the governor who appear on 
radio stations and grandstand. 
They will say salaries and 
pensions arrears have been paid 
when we are aware that some 
who have yet to be paid. They 
will go ahead to brand such 
workers and pensioners as 
ghost workers and pensioners. 
If  you are related to such 
persons, but for education, self  
control, rule of  law and good 
conscience, you may be 
tempted to confront the 
government violently. These 
aides must learn the act of  
d i p l o m a c y  a n d  t a c t ” .  
Emelumba in one of  his radio 
interviews noted that the 
government was not at war 
with the citizenry. He disclosed 
that Uzodimma meant well 
and called for the cooperation 
of  all and sundry.  

to see to the end of  the activities 
of  the gunmen. However, he 
must change his tactics. For 
instance, it is good that the 
governor has provided himself  
with both police and military 
protection, but is there any 
concrete measure on ground in 
terms of  security modality to 
counter the gunmen? Two, the 
governor must stop making 
promises he cannot fulfill. First, 
he said the government was 
aware of  the sponsors of  the 
hoodlums. Why has he not 
revealed the identities of  those 
behind the attackers? Three, 
just this week we read the 
governor saying that about 400 
of  the hoodlums had been 
arrested and were standing for 
trial in courts across the state. 
T h i s  i s  a n  a p p a r e n t  
contradiction because the 
courts have been on strike 
weeks before the gunmen 
started striking and they are still 
on strike. So, which courts are 
they gunmen being tried? Can 
the government give some 
names of  the criminals being 
deta ined?  Which pol ice  
detention are they being 
detained? Again, Uzodimma 
should engage the citizenry on 
town hall meetings let the 
people proffer solutions to 
some o f  these  secur i ty  

'm' 28years and Alozie 
Daberechi 'm' 25years old 
were arrested. No life was lost 
but three vehicles were 
recovered”.

But those who live in the 
area said it was after the 
gunmen had fled that the 
police arrived and arrested 
some people within the scene 
of  the incident. 

The above leads to the next 
quest ion:  why did the 
hoodlums attack Orji? A 
respondent who begged not to 
put his name in print said; “If  
you remember, last Sunday, 
Governor Uzodimma was 
quoted to have said that 
gunmen would not attack the 
state again. The attackers 
wanted to tell him that they 
could do it and go free. After 
thorough investigation, you 
will realize that those the 
police had arrested were 
innocent bystanders who had 
come to feel the fire ignited by 
the attackers”. 

I n  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  
Kenneth Onyejike stated that 
the governor's approach, 
method and the actions of  
some of  his senior aides had 
not really helped in bringing 
the activities of  the gunmen to 
an  end .  “To  be  su re,  
Uzodimma is doing all he can 

later paraded five persons who 
they said were suspected to have 
had hand in the Orji shooting of  
last Tuesday. According to a 
report on P.M. Express, “Police 
operatives from the Imo State 
Police Command have repelled 
attack by hoodlums, who 
attempted to prevent the 
reconstruction of Orji Police 
Station arresting five suspects in 
the process. According to SP 
Bala Elkana, ANIPR, Imo Police 
Public Relations Officer, on 25th 
May, 2021, at about 1302hours, 
some hoodlums in their numbers 
launched an offensive on the 
reconstruction site of  Orji 
Divisional Headquarters, which 
was earlier burnt by hoodlums 
during the EndSARS protest in 
2 0 2 0 .  A  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  
contracted the reconstruction 
project. Before the arrival of  
r e i n f o r c e m e n t  t e a m ,  t h e  
hoodlums melted into the 
neighbouring townships area but 
abandoned their operational 
vehicles. The Commissioner of  
Police, Imo State, CP Abutu 
Ya r o,  p e r s o n a l ly  l e d  a n  
enforcement team to the scene. 
The whole area was cordoned 
and five suspects, namely 
Chigaemezu Sabastine 'm' 
26years old, Casmir Ibe 'm' 
36years old, John Chinonso 'm' 
24years old, Chukwudi Okoro 

security in Owerri metropolis 
and its environ as the combined 
team of  army and police mount 
adequate security check points 
and patrol units within the 
areas. Sadly, the security men 
are equally culpable as they 
have  on  f ew  occas ions  
mistakenly, via stray bullets, 
killed few innocent commuters 
who were going about their 
businesses. In the last six weeks, 
almost on daily basis, gunmen 
have virtually taken over 
Owerri. They either operate at 
Control ;  Okigwe Round 
About; Tetlow; Douglas; 
Mbaise Road; Ikenegbu or Orji. 
However, these gunmen do not 
shoot at the people. They rather 
direct their nozzle to the air and 
shoot in different directions as 
they speed through or walk 
freely. 

On Tuesday, May 25, the 
gunmen stormed Orji, close to 
Owerri and after operated for 
about 20 minutes. Eyewitness 
account claimed that “it was 
after the gunmen left that 
security men arrived. It was at 
that moment that casualties 
were recorded. There were 
three of  them”. News Echo 
could not confirm this claim by 
the onlooker who gave the 
account. What was confirmed 
was that the police sooner than 
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traditional Ahema, his wife 
stunned us with a yellow 
combo floor-sweeping Kente 
ensemble. 

For their reception, Dr 
Pounds dazzled us in one 
piece black suit. 

His wife opted for a nude 
long dress. Her hairstyle and 
flawless makeup were just top-
notch. We love the simple 
a c c e s s o r i e s  t h a t 
complemented her looks 

itz FM presenter, Dr HPounds is the latest 
groom in town.

The host of  the 'Hitz 
Gallery'  show, Maximus 
Mensah popularly known as 
Dr Pounds tied the knots with 
his girlfriend, in a beautiful 
traditional wedding over the 
weekend. 

While Dr Poundslooked 
dapper in his burgundy and 
white traditional Kaftan 
c o m b o  p a i r e d  w i t h  t h e 

perfectly and the gorgeous 
smile she gave while posing for 
the camera. 

Since this was a celebrity 
wedding, we spotted the likes 
of  Kalybos, Prince David 
Osei, Bismark The Joke, 
Abeiku Santana among others 
at the wedding. 

Their traditional wedding 
was beautiful and it indeed 
portrayed the beautiful culture 
of  the country. 
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Corrigendum
In our Vox Pop page of Friday, April 

30, 2021, we had inadvertently 
misrepresented the view expressed 

by one of our respondents, Emma C. 
Udeh, a civil servant based in Awka. 

We hereby state below the correct 
opinion as expressed by him. We regret 
the error and any embarrassment this 

may have caused him. 
Our Vox Pop issue read: Do you think 

the killing of ESN Commander, 
Ikonso, is the best strategy to remedy 

the security crisis in South East zone or 
do you thinks it will worsen it?

''I support it if it is not for political 
correctness by the governors. It's timely 

but can't proffer the needed solution. 
The security challenges are rooted in 

economics and politics, until these two 
dimensions are objectively addressed, 
Ebubeagu would only be a palliative 

measure''- Emma C. Udeh, Awka

Editor
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wo English giants; Chelsea and Manchester City will tomorrow, May 29, slug it out in the final of one of the greatest global soccer fiesta -the TEuropean Champions League. This is reason your darling News Echo has decided to once more go sporty this weekend. We want to know those who 
have the foresight to foresee where the pendulum will swing.

Last time out during the English FA cup final between Chelsea and Leicester City, we asked our readers who they favoured. Over 80 percent of the 
respondents favoured Chelsea, but the result went the other way round, thereby proving them wrong, as Leicester pipped Chelsea to lift the coveted trophy.
This time around, as it concerns the Champions League final, let's check out football fans with the master instinct to predict correctly, the result of such a 
high class football match.
Excerpts:

Bro. Christopher Nwaimo, from Ngor Okpala LGA of 
Imo State, an electrical engineer, resident in Owerri:
I am a Chelsea fan and my people are playing well. If  they 
can repeat what they did the last time out against Mancity 
and also correct some of  the lapses noticed that day, 
especially in the areas of  finishing, I think they will carry 
the day. I go with 2:1 score line in favour of  Chelsea.
I know it is going to be a very dificult game because 
Mancity have never tested Champions League glory and 
for Guardiola to take them to that stage, it will be a 50-50 
game, but with the current tactics of  Chelsea, I give it to 
them.

Ihuoma Chigoziem Christopher, PA to Jasmine Africa 
Magazine, Govt House, Awka:            
Man City are looking to complete a treble after already 
lifting the Premier League and Carabao Cup this season, 
while Chelsea could end a dramatic campaign on a high.
Man City have little to worry about in terms of  injury 
problems, with Ilkay Gundogan allaying fears he could 
miss out after being forced off  against Brighton. Chelsea 
have two key injury concerns in midfielder N'Golo Kante 
and goalkeeper Edouard Mendy, but the duo returned to 
training on Wednesday and look like they will be ready to 
feature.
If  am to say on statistics and recent form, I will give it to 
Man City.  Correct score of  the match is going to be 2-1. 
Thank you.

Ugochukwu Christian Ogoke, from Obollo, Isiala Mbano LGA, 
a driver cum business man, residing in Onitsha, Anambra State:
Chelsea is going to lift the European Champions League trophy 
2021. The fact that they lost about three matches towards the end 
of  the campaign will make them to put more passion and hunger to 
win the match.
They of  a necessity need to work hard and I see them doing just 
that.
They are in a better position to lift the trophy because they have 
many young players who have not lifted trophies before and are 
hungry for success.

Anthony Ugochukwu, from Ozitem, Abia 
State, a business man residing in Ghana:
If  you check, Pep Guardiola hardly looses finals, 
he is a tactician. He went treble last season 
(winning three different trophies) and now he has 
won the English Premier League already and his 
players are in form. Take a look at Kun Aguero, a 
proven striker who played his last EPL match for 
Manchester City, Scoring a brace against Everton. 
Look KDB, Foden, Mahrez and others all in form.
Then again, Chelsea's form hasn't  been 
noteworthy of  late. Losing 3 straight matches, 
including an FA Cup final against Leicester City. 

Also considering the fact that Chelsea's No. 1 goalkeeper, Mendy is a doubt for the final, 
due to injury sustained in the last match they lost to Aston Villa and we all know how 
dramatic Kepa (2nd Choice keeper) can be in the post.

By Uzoma Ogoke, with contributions from; Glory Ugochukwu,
David Uka, Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Daniel Maduagwu & Michael Ovat
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Raphael Christopher, from Ibeku, 
Umuahia North LGA, but a trader 
at Railway avenue, Umuahia:
C h e l s e a  i s  g o i n g  t o  d e f e a t 
Manchester city in the final. I am 
already prepared for the celebration. 
I'm talking from experience. We 
have defeated then twice this season, 
so I don't see why we should be 
afraid of  them in Champions 
League.  Yes Manchester city is a 
dangerous team, but I can't wait to 
celebrate their defeat."

Igwe Sunday, an interior 
decorator and a business man 
a t  number  1  Aba  road, 
Umuahia: 
Chelsea will win Manchester 
city in the champions league 
final. Chelsea is my team and 
they have the experience. 
Manchester city has more 
players than Chelsea, but this is 
their first time of  making it to 
the final. Chelsea needs this 
cup more than anything. The 
cup will return to Stanford 
Bridge London, like before.

Ogochukwu Anioke from Enugu 
S t a t e,  a  Jo u r n a l i s t  a n d  S t a t e 
Cor respondent  of  The  Nat ion 
Newspapers in Ebonyi State, I'm an 
active amateur footballer with Alpha 
Football Club of Abakaliki: 
Finals between two giants are always 
very difficult to predict. Going by their 
recent records, one will be tempted to 
give it to Chelsea. But unlike their last 
two matches in the English Premier 
League and FA Cup, the stakes are 
higher this time. City closed out the 
league on good form, while Chelsea lost 
the FA Cup final and their last league 
match to Villa. They may be without 
Kante or with a half  fit Kante for the 
final and without him, Chelsea have not 
been the same. City on the other hand, 
have the full complement of  their squad 
to call on. In Tuchel and Guardiola, 
both teams have some of  the best 
innovative coaches of  modern times, so 
we expect a great match. The team that 
shows more hunger for the title will win 
i t .  Win or  lose  both teams are 
champions in their own right.

Ifeka Adolphus, resident in Abuja,  a 
Meteorologist                          
I  th ink  the  game  wi l l  f avour 
Manchester City because they have 
players with experience and attitude 
of  winning finals. Manchester City 
players are not under pressure because 
they are already leading on EPL while 
Chelsea players will be tensed and 
they are likely to commit errors in the 
game, creating opportunities for 
Manchester City to win the game.

Brother John Odinaka Ugwoegbulam, 
from Alaenyi Ogwa in Mbaitolu LGA of 
Imo State, a sanitary engineer, resident in 
Owerri: 
I think it will be all about the hungrier team. 
Recall that before the beginning of  this 
season, Pep Guardiola said if  he doesn't win 
Champions League he will resign as 
Manchester City coach and as God may 
have it they are in the final.
Meanwhile you know that in the recent 
years, no team has gotten to the final for the 
first time and won it. And Man City as a 
team should be hungrier at this time than 
Chelsea because Chelsea has tested the 
trophy before, while Man City, since their 
current dispensation of  spending millions of  
pounds, have not won it.
Meanwhile, Chelsea manager, Tuchel 
finished as runners-up last season with PSG, 
if  he should finish as runners-up again this season, that means he has cemented himself  as 
a continental failure as a manager, so he will be more determined than Guardiola, because 
Guardiola has tested it before, just that he has not lifted it since he left Barcelona and I also 
think he will not lift it this time around.
Man City is going to be hungrier but Chelsea will be more determined and will end up 
lifting the trophy for the second time.

Chkwuemeka Opara,   sports editor with 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) and 
immediate past Chairman of the Sports 
Writers Association of Nigeria (SWAN) 
Ebonyi chapter: 
I still tip Chelsea to win the cup despite a 
noticeable slump in form. They will be 
approaching the match basically as the 
underdog, due to Manchester City's famed 
status, especially with a scintillating 
performance in the just concluded EPL and 
about to be completed European season. 
Chelsea finds itself  in the same position as 
in 2012 when it finished 6th in the EPL  but 
scathed the more favoured Bayern Munich 
in its Allianz Arena den in Munich to win 
its first ever champions league title. Surprise 
will decide the match and it will be Chelsea 
doing so.
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the Igbo is the most federating 
group of  people in Nigeria", he 
emphasized.

W h i l e  B N G / B S M C  i s  
threatening fire and brimstone, 
lPOB led by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
has insisted that an independent 
state of  Biafra is not a joke as they 
said that this year's Biafra 
Remembrance Day sit-at-home 
will now hold on Monday, May 
31, and not Sunday, May 30 as 
e a r l i e r  d i r e c t e d .  T h e  
modification, they explained 
through their Spokesman, Emma 
Powerful, was due to the fact that 
a large segment of  Ndigbo 
observe Sundays as a day of  
worship.

" T h e r e  w i l l  b e  p a r t i a l  
observation of  the Biafra Day on 
May 30th. But there will be a total 
lockdown and sit-at-home on 
Monday 31st of  May. We 
therefore, expect Biafrans all over 
the world to stay indoors on May 
31 for the respect and honor of  
our fallen heroes and heroines 
who paid the Supreme price for 
us to live. It is our right to 
remember them for defending the 
genocidal attacks given to our 
people between 1967 and 1970 by 
Fulani Jihadists supported by 
British government.

"Consequently, all commercial 
activities must be shut down on 
31st of  May throughout the land 
of  Biafra. There should be no 
vehicular movement on that day 
on Biafra roads. Transport 
companies must withdraw from 
the road on that day. National 
Union of  Road Transport 
Workers (NURTW); National 
Associations of  Road Transport 
Owners (NURTO); and others 
are expected to fully comply with 
this directive.

"In the same vein, artisans and 
traders must close shop on that 
day. Airports, Seaports, Banks 
and financial institutions should 
all shut down in honour of  our 
fallen heroes and heroines.”

O k a d a  a n d  T r i c y c l e s  
organizations are also advised to 
withdraw from roads on that day. 
There shall  be no social  
gatherings or events including 
burials, weddings on that day 
from 6am to 6pm. Parents are 
advised not to send their children 
to school on that day as no one is 
expected to be seen outside. Full 
compliance is expected from all.

Biafrans in Diaspora are to 
hold peaceful rallies in their 
countries of  abode. With 
Ebubeagu, ESN and operation 
restore peace; the people of  
Southeast are still living in fear, a 
reminiscence of  the last civil war. 
Many people in the zone have 
resigned their fate to God.

in 2023 has gained traction from 
probability to possibility. He 
enumerated the causes of  
agitations in the South East and 
the need for restructuring of  
Nigeria to reflect true federalism.

"Nigeria owes equity and 
justice to the South East and that 

h a r d  w o r k ,  i n g e n u i t y ,  
perseverance and inventiveness, 
adding that whatever you deny 
the Igbo, they struggle and get it 
by themselves. Ambassador 
Obiozor regretted that these 
spates of  violence are occurring 
when the call for Igbo presidency 

long way to enlightening him on 
the facts on ground.

Responding, the President 
General of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Professor George Obiozor 
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  
G ove r n m e n t  f o r  c o r d i a l  
relationship between Nigeria and 
the United Kingdom, adding that 
the United Kingdom is home to a 
lot of  Nigerians.  Obiozor 
reminded the British diplomat 
that of  all the countries in 
Europe, the British are the most 
involved in the affairs of  Nigeria. 
He commended the various 
interventions of  the Department 
for International Development 
(DFID) in Nigeria and hoped 
that they will not be discouraged 
by the current wave of  violence in 
Nigeria.

The erudite Professor used the 
opportunity to explain that since 
about two months ago, the Devil 
has visited the South East of  
Nigeria. Obiozor recalled that the 
South East was the most 
exemplary in peace and security; 
the most organized with a 
vigorous grassroots economic 
activity until most recently. 

He explained that the Igbo are a 
unique set of  people in terms of  

Biafra Military Flag of  Authority.
"BNG will  not be held 

accountable to whatever action 
that shall be taken against any 
Biafran that continues to serve on 
the side of  the Nigerian security 
forces. A secured channel has 
been made available to those that 
want to be part of  whichever 
Departments of  the Biafran 
National Guard. Every Biafran 
youth must desist from joining 
whatsoever security or vigilante 
group formed by politicians or 
lose their lives.

"Furthermore, BNG will not 
partake in any negotiation or 
meeting of  pro-Biafra groups 
initiated or facilitated by any Igbo 
politicians or groups and 
hereafter will not tolerate any 
utterances against the restoration 
of  our sovereignty, it is either you 
are supportive or remain silent. 
The Council shall also not 
tolerate any betrayal or sabotage 
from any religious or traditional 
leaders domiciled in Biafra land 
but encourages them to be 
outspoken and fearless in support 
of  our freedom. 

"The Council implores the 
people of  Biafra to be patient and 
tolerant as events unfold because 
it shall become uncomfortable 
and severe but these are price that 
must be paid for our freedom. 
Furthermore, this is to inform all 
and sundry from 27th - 30th of  
October 2021, a live broadcast of  
the Biafran National Guard shall 
be delivered by the Provincial 
Government where the future of  
the sovereign state of  Biafra shall 
be unveiled.

Apparently disturbed by the 
spate of  violence in Nigeria and 
South East zone, the British 
Government sent her envoy, Mr 
Peter Thomas to Enugu on 
Tuesday where he had bilateral 
talks with the leadership of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo. The Deputy 
British High Commissioner, Mr 
Thomas  dur ing  the  v i s i t  
expressed worries over the 
growing insecurity and spate of  
violence in the South East geo-
political zone of  Nigeria, saying 
the British Government is 
interested in knowing the cause 
of  the restiveness in the region.

Thomas told the President 
General of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Professor George Obiozor, 
unequivocally, at pan-Igbo group 
National Secretariat in Enugu 
that the essence of  his visit was to 
find out from him why the 
Southeast has suddenly become 
violent. According to him, peace 
in  Nige r i a  i s  o f  u tmos t  
importance to the United 
Kingdom, stressing that he 
believes that the visit would go a 
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... Can Igbo survive the Fulani 
onslaught?

Obiozor

‘

‘

‘

‘

“Ironically, many accuse Southeast governors 
and Buhari's acolytes of paying lip service to issue 
of security in security in Southeast. To add salt to 
injury, there is platonic ban on activities of Fulani 
herdsmen which has not been authenticated by 
legal frame work. So, suspected herdsmen are still 
perambulating the southeast.Now, the rhetoric 
question is: who will bell the cat, seeing that 
there is technical amputation of people's will? 
Since the power that be are perceived to be clearly 
Igbo phobic, and the people seriously need 
deliverance from Fulani herdsmen, how come the 
ethnocentric dislocation of ESN which contrary 
wise is the heart beat of Ndigbo, especially the 
man in the street?”
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n our last edition, as part of  Iour today's marriage culture, 
an effort was made to lay the 

foundation as to why majority of  
ladies today are scared or even 
reluctant to get married. In today's 
analysis, some of  those reasons 
will be highlighted. The principal 
reason is changes in societal life. 

Many years ago as identified in 
the past analysis, parents were 
involved in selecting suitors for 
their daughters. They go to every 
length to ensure that their 
daughters are betrothed to ladies 
from good families and in the 
process of  getting both married 
together, a lot of  customary 
activities were involved. 

However, today, because our 
societal life has changed as one 
may say for the better and another 
may say for worse. Today, boys are 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

interested in amassing wealth so 
that when they bring in the lady 
she will lack nothing. Boys of  
these days are interested in what is 
called an ephemeral relationship. 
In the olden days, this was known 
as kick and pass relationship. In 
those days, one may see a boy and 
a lady is in a relationship for a very 
long time yet, nothing concrete 
may happen.

In fact, both of  them may play 
on the intelligence of  the other. As 
one who has lived many years to 
know the chemistry of  our 
changing society, boys enjoy 
“game playing.” Since the 
emergence of  quick money 
making opportunities, many boys 
don't want to marry except they 
have attained certain level of  
aff luence in l i fe.  In such 
relationship, “Time waits for 

nobody.”
Secondly, there are many ladies 

and many men of  over 35yrs and 
40yrs, who are unmarried and 
when you ask them the reason 
why they are still unmarried, the 
answer they always give is, ”I have 
not seen the right man.” And the 
boys too answer saying, “I have 
not seen the right lady.” Yet, such 
persons maybe keeping different 
relationships with different 
people. Why do they do this one 
may ask. 

Some boys like sampling 
method as if  they are carrying out 
Research or Survey. On their path, 
some ladies are in the game too. 
According to them, they said, 
“one should not only eat Egusi 
soup but sometimes try out 
different dishes and soups.” If  a 
lady visits a boy who lives in a well 

furnished apartment maybe 
without modern television or 
furniture, she may prefer to date 
another boy living in a better 
furnished apartment.

Both men/women (boys and 
girls) like to have reliable income 
and before this happens, they must 
have outgrown marriage bracket 
age. Therefore, today, both boys 
and girls are guilty of  excessive 
lobbying. Because before a lady 
makes up her mind to settle down 
with a boy, she must have 
convinced herself  that everything 
she will need in life is made 
available. Unfortunately some are 
forgetting that no condition is 
permanent.

If  we retrospect into the past, 
most of  the wealthy persons in this 
country today are those who 
started from the scratch. Some 

were those 
w h o s e  

p a r e n t s  
m a n a g e d  t o  

train them through 
higher institutions. But as 
nature will have it, before long, 
they will blossom into majestic 
affluence and wealth. After all, 
according to a sociologist of  
American extraction, Cynthia 
Enloe, “The early sunshine of  
summer is bound to give way to 
blistering winter.”

 The point is that according to 
Geoffrey Chaucer, “Today is 
b o u n d  t o  g i v e  w a y  t o  
tomorrow.” Furthermore, Irene 
Husting has postulated that, “A 
journey of  two persons in 
matrimonial co-habitation 
should be a matter of  love and 
not a matter of  quantum of  
affluence.” Furthermore, one of  
the reasons why today's ladies 
are scared to enter into marriage 
is loss of  freedom. 

Nobody but nobody would 
like to lose her freedom. 
Because entering into wedlock 
means elements of  loss of  
freedom. And because of  the 
vast life which most of  our girls 
and boys are living, no girl will 
like to lose her freedom. This is 
because marriage entails  
sur render ing  one ' s  to ta l  
freedom to the partner. Who 
would like to lose her freedom?

Furthermore, ladies in their 
3 0 s  a n d  4 0 s  w h o  h ave  
accidentally made it and driving 
costly cars will not like to get 
married. If  an empirical survey 
is done today, one will find out 
that those ladies who are 
already made and driving 
luxury cars are always not 
getting married because no boy 
will like to settle for someone 
whose source of  affluence is not 
known. 

Another reason why some 
ladies are scared to marry is 
because some of  the ladies will 
not like to surrender their fat 
bank account to their partner. 
Because disclosing such source 
of  income in a marriage is really 
difficult. For example, today in 
Abuja where senators and 
legislators dole out money to 
ladies who are driving exotic 
cars perhaps in their late 
30s/40s, see many prospective 
suitors but these suitors are 
scared, absolutely scared to 
marry such females as a wife. 

You see what I mean?? 
Honestly, I am in a position to 
testify that why today's ladies 
are reluctant to marry is because 
of  the changes in our lifestyle 
with the roots and our desire for 
a luxurious life. But the question 
is, “Is this how we can fulfill the  
biblical saying, “Go into the 
world and multiply?”I need 
answers from my readers 
because we are deviating from 
our culture.

Tortoise 
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to marry these days (2) 

A beautiful lady and her handsome husband during their traditional marriage. But most ladies are scared of marriage
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SPORTS
o r m e r  N i g e r i a n Fs t r iker,  Jonathan 
Akpoborie, has urged 

Super Eagles coach Gernot 
Rohr to utilise the wing-play 
to get the best out of  the 
strikers in the team.

Rohr on Monday prone 
his 31-man list for the games 
to 24, with the likes of  Peter 
Olayinka (Slavia Praha, 
Czech Republic); Terem 
Moffi (FC Lorient, France); 
Paul Onuachu (KRC Genk, 
B e l g i u m ) ,  a n d  S i m y 
Nwankwo (Crotone FC, 
Italy) making the final cut.

All the strikers invited 
have had an exceptional 
season with their respective 
clubs. Onuachu finished as 
the top scorer in the Belgian 
top-flight with 33 goals, 
while Simy scored 20 goals 
in the Italian Serie A.

Moffi was one of  the top 

international boots.
G o a l k e e p e r  D a n i j e l 

Subasic, midfielder Ivan 
Rakitic and striker Mario 
Mandzukic made way for 
younger players following 
C r o a t i a ' s  i m p r e s s i v e 
campaign at the World Cup 
in Russia and the Balkan 

nation have struggled to 
emulate those performances.

Cracks in the armour were 
laid bare eight weeks after 
their Russian adventure when 
the Croatians suffered a 6-0 
Nations League drubbing by 
Spain and went on to finish 
bottom of  their group behind 
England and the Spaniards.

Croatia will renew their 
rivalry with England when 
they clash in the opening 
Group D match on June 13 at 
Wembley, where they denied 
the Three Lions a berth at 
Euro 2008 with a memorable 
3-2 win in November 2007.

The Croatians will also 
have fond memories of  a 
more recent game, their 2-1 
win over England in the 2018 
World Cup semifinal after 
they came from behind to seal 
their biggest success as an 
independent nation.

T h e  n ew - l o o k  t e a m , 
h owe ve r,  w i l l  s t a r t  a s 
u n d e r d o g s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
English this time and will in 
all likelihood face a three-way 
dogfight with Scotland and 
the Czech Republic for a 
berth in the knockout stages.

orld Cup runners-

Wup Croatia know 
expectations at 

home will be high for them to 
reach the latter stages of  Euro 
2020 but emulating their 2018 
success is likely to be a tall 
order with several stalwarts 
h av i n g  h u n g  u p  t h e i r 

esse Lingard's future 

Jremains uncertain as he 
heads back to Manchester 

United following a stunning 
loan spell with West Ham, but 
he leaves the door open to a 
r e t u r n  i n  a n  e m o t i o n a l 
goodbye  message  to  the 
Hammers faithful.

H av i n g  f a l l e n  t o  t h e 
periphery of  the United squad 
under Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, a 
rejuvenated Lingard took the 
Premier League by storm after 
signing for the Hammers in 
January, with his nine goals 
and five assists in 16 games 
proving crucial as West Ham 
quali f ied for  the Europa 
League.

David Moyes has been 
vocal about his desire to extend 
Lingard's stay, but the power is 
entirely in United's hands, with 
one year remaining on the 
E n g l a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s 
contract.

On-loan Jesse Lingard 

helped West Ham cement a 
top-six finish for the first time 
this century

After seamlessly slotting in 
at West Ham and guiding them 
to a top-six finish for the first 
time this century, Lingard has 
thanked the Hammers for 
giving him the all-important 
opportunity.

'What a way to end the 
season,' Lingard wrote in an 
Instagram post.

'Reaching our goal with this 

incredible group of  lads feels 
amazing! We pushed hard and 
never gave up!

'I feel so lucky to have been 
able to come into such a 
welcoming environment, 
everyone connected with the 
club has shown me just how 
special this club is.

'So thank you to the gaffer 
who had the belief  in bringing 
me here. Thank you to all the 
staff  that made it so easy for me 

to settle and embed into the 
club so quickly. Thank you to 
the coaches who helped me 
find my true self  back on the 
pitch.

'Thank you to the fans who 
supported me from the second 
I arrived, It was amazing being 
able to play in front of  you on 
the last day!

'And thank you to a special 
group of  lads, as well as 
making some new lifelong 
friends training and playing 
with you all has been one of  the 
highlights of  my career!

'Whatever the future holds 
West Ham United will hold a 
special place in my heart!'

The 28-year-old has been 
included in Gareth Southgate's 
provisional 33-man squad, 
which will be reduced to 26 on 
June 1.

anchester United Mgoalkeeper, David de 
Gea, has vowed to 

bounce back, after missing the 
decisive penalty in their Europa 
League final defeat.

Both sides converted 21 spot-
kicks before De Gea missed the 
22nd.

De Gea has had to wrestle 
back his starting spot in the 

team, having been usurped 
b y  D e a n  H e n d e r s o n 
m i dway  t h r o u g h  t h e 
season.

The Spaniard posted 
an image of  himself  and 
legendary United boss Sir 
A l e x  F e r g u s o n  o n 
I n s t a g r a m  w i t h  t h e 
caption: “To fall and rise. 
L e a r n  f r o m  t h e 
experience, fight again and 

win. @manchesterunited 
Thanks for your support”.

The decision to opt for 
De Gea over Henderson 
has attracted criticism 
given his record at saving 
penalties.

Not since the FA Cup 
semi-final in 2016 has De 
Gea stopped an effort from 
12 yards.

scorers in the French Ligue 1 
with 14 goals for Lorient. 
Although Olayinka was not 
as prolific as the first three, 
he still scored 11 times and 
provided five assists in all 
competitions for Slavia 
Prague.

But despite their brilliant 
d i s p l a y s  i n  t h e  j u s t -
concluded season, question 
marks have been raised on 
how Rohr can get the best 
from them.

Only Victor Osimhen has 
had considerable success as 
a  s t r i k e r  u n d e r  Ro h r. 
Although Onuachu scored 
in his last two games for 
Nigeria, he's not Rohr's 
favourite.

S imy las t  p layed  for 
Nigeria at the 2018 World 
Cup, while Moffi  only 
received his first call-up on 
Monday  ahead  o f  the 

f r i end ly  game  aga ins t 
Cameroon next month.

However, speaking with 
Soccernet.ng, Akpoborie 
stated that the wing-play 
pattern of  play could help 
the team play to the strength 
of  strikers.

“At this point in time, 
Rohr has a variety of  quality 
strikers that can deliver goals 
for the Super Eagles, the 
former Wolfsburg star said.

“In the just-concluded 
European season, some of  
the invited players scored 
m a n y  g o a l s  f o r  t h e i r 
respective clubs.”

“But at the senior level, we 
don't seem to get the best out 
of  them, something that 
really worries me a lot.

“If  I am in Rohr's shoes, I 
will definitely apply the 
wing-play pattern of  play 
where they can supply the 

strikers with quality crosses 
that I know will be converted 
by them.”

“That has always been our 
style of  football in the past, 
and I see no reason why we 
cannot go back to it in order 
to get the best from our 
strikers.

“Back then, Emmanuel 
Amuneke and Finidi George 
are always there to supply 
the crosses into the 18-yard 
box of  our opponent, and 
the late Rashidi Yekini of  
blessed memory will gladly 
convert it. This is what I am 
talking about.

Akpoborie, who was part 
of  the Nigerian team that 
won the first edition of  the 
FIFA U-16 Championship 

in 1985, scoring in the final 
aga ins t  the  then -Wes t 
Germany team, also noted 
that the Super Eagles attack 
would be a force to reckon 
with if  well managed by 
Rohr.

“I am very optimistic that 
the current crop of  strikers in 
the Super Eagles can score 
goals and qualify Nigeria for 
any major tournaments if  
well managed by Rohr.

Ex-Bundesliga star, Akpoborie 
tasks Rohr on Eagles’ Strikers 

Euro 2020: Croatia banks on
new talent to repeat World
Cup heroics 

Lingard pens an
emotional farewell
message to West Ham

De Gea breaks silence after
Europa League final heartbreak

Rohr

De Gea (centre) consoled by teammates after the cup lossDe Gea (centre) consoled by teammates after the cup lossDe Gea (centre) consoled by teammates after the cup loss
LingardLingardLingard
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ayern Munich have Ba n n o u n c e d  t h e 
signing of  former 

E n g l a n d  U n d e r - 2 1 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  O m a r 
Richards, who will head to 
the Bundesliga giants this 
summer when his contract at 
Reading expires.

The 23-year-old academy 
product has banked in excess 
of  100 appearances in all 
competitions for Reading 
since the start of  the 2017 

iverpool are tinkering Lw i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  
massive sale of  fringe 

players and those on loan this 
summer. Taiwo Awoniyi 
currently on loan to Union 
Berlin leads the pack alongside 
Nigeria born England junior 
in ter nat ional  Sheyi  Ojo 
currently on loan to Cardiff. 

The former U-23 ace joined 

inedine Zidane has Zr e s i g n e d  a s  R e a l 
Madrid manager with 

immediate effect, the Spanish 
club said Thursday, just days 
after they were beaten to the 
La Liga title by Atletico 
Madrid. 

“It is now time to respect 
his decision and show our 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h i s 
professionalism, dedication 
and passion all these years,” 
Re a l  M a d r i d  s a i d  i n  a 
statement on its website. 

“Zidane is one of  Real 
Madrid's great myths and his 
legend beyond his role as 

coach and player at our club.” 
T h e  F r e n c h m a n ' s 

departure comes at the end of  
a disappointing campaign for 
t h e  1 3 - t i m e  E u r o p e a n 
champions, who also lost to 
Chelsea in the Champions 
League semi-finals as they 
failed to win a trophy for the 
first time in 11 seasons. 

Only 10 days ago Zidane, 
who has a contract until 2022, 
denied press speculation he 
had already told his players he 
would be leaving at the end of  
the season. 

“How am I going to tell my 
players that I am going now? 

It's a lie,” he said after a 1-0 win 
at Athletic Bilbao. 

“I 'm focused on this 
season. There is a game left 
and we are going to give 
everything. I only care what 
happens in this finale,” he said 
at the time. 

But, perhaps tellingly, he 
added: “The rest, we will see at 
the end of  the season.” 

The announcement marks 
the end of  Zidane's second 
spell in charge of  the Spanish 
giants. 

The 1998 World Cup 
winner first took the helm in 
January 2016 and guided Real 
to the 2017 La Liga title and an 
unprecedented hat-trick of  
Champions League titles 
before abruptly quitting on 
May 31, 2018. 

He returned in 2019, 
winning a second La Liga 
crown in 2020 and the Spanish 
Super Cup. 

Zidane could take another 
break from football but he has 
been linked with taking charge 
of  the French national team 
and Juventus, where he spent 
five years as a player. 

H o w e v e r ,  D i d i e r 
Deschamps is likely to remain 
France coach until the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar, barring a 
disastrous performance at the 
European Championship that 
kicks off  next month. 

the Reds in 2015 and has been 
on the road since then serving 
a record seven different clubs 
in one form of  loan of  the 
other.

Goal.com says the Reds are 
expected to sell several fringe 
players when the transfer 
window opens this summer.

St r iker  Divock Orig i , 
midfielder Marko Grujic 

(loaned to Porto) and winger 
Harry Wilson (on loan to 
Cardiff), are all up for sale.

A t t a c k i n g  m i d f i e l d e r 
Xherdan Shaqiri and Takumi 
M i n a m i n o  ( o n  l o a n  a t 
Southampton) also have an 
uncertain future.

Goalkeeper Loris Karius 
(on loan to Union Berlin) has 

no future in Liverpool, while 
striker Taiwo Awoniyi (on 
loan to Union Berlin) is being 
chased by clubs such as 
Fulham, West Bromwich and 
Stoke.

Liverpool are also expected 
to get rid of  wingers Sheyi Ojo, 
Ben Woodburn and Liam 
Millar either on loan or 
permanently.

w h o  m a d e  h i s  o n l y 
appearance for England 
Under-21s as a substitute in 
October 2019 in a 2-2 draw in 
Slovenia.

“I'm proud to be wearing 
the shirt of  one of  the world's 
biggest clubs. I hope I can 
help the team continue to be 
successful in the future.

campaign and 41 of  those have 
c o m e  i n  t h e  S k y  B e t 
Championship this season.

But the left-back has opted 
for a fresh start in Germany 
and has agreed a deal that runs 
until 2025 with Bayern, who 
have handed their incoming 
recruit the number three shirt 
previously worn by Xabi 
Alonso.

“My move to FC Bayern is 
a great honour for me, a dream 
come true,” said Richards, 

“ M y  t h a n k s  t o  t h e 
management at FC Bayern for 
their trust. Our conversations 
were very convincing. I can't 
wait to be on the pitch for 
Bayern.”

Reading say they offered 
Richards a new contract but he 
ultimately decided to head to 
the six-time European Cup 
champions when his existing 
deal expires next month.
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SPORTS
Reading defender Omar Richards
to join Bayern Munich

Olofinjana aims to
revive fortunes
of Swiss club,
Grasshopper

x - Wo l v e s  a n d ENigeria midfielder 
Seyi Olofinjana has 

been named as technical 
director at Switzerland's 
m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  c l u b 
Grasshopper Zurich as he 
aims to help “steer the club 
in the right direction”.

The 40-year-old will 
o ve r s e e  t h e  f o o t b a l l 
department at the newly-
promoted Super League 
outfit and immediately find 
the right candidate to fill 
the 'position of  the head 
coach'.

The former Stoke City, 
Hull City and Cardiff  City 
player was snapped up 
from English Premier 
L e a g u e  c l u b 
W o l v e r h a m p t o n 
Wanderers, where he was 
m o s t  r e c e n t l y  l o a n -
m a n a g e r  a n d  h a d 
prev ious ly  worked  in 
various roles.

“This is an important 
role and I look forward to 
working together with the 
a m a z i n g  p e o p l e  a t 
Grasshopper to hopefully 
steer this massive club in 
t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,” 
Olofinjana told BBC Sport 
Africa, after beating off  
stiff  competition from 
other top applicants.

“A club as decorated 

a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  a s 
Grasshopper  deser ves 
stability and we need to 
find the right ways of  
restoring its lost football 
glory.”

Olofinjana, who holds 
two master's degrees as a 
sports director and project 
manager, has inherited a 
club keen to bounce back 
from the humiliating lows 
of  2019 when it suffered 
relegation from the Swiss 
top flight for the first time in 
68 years.

He becomes the latest 
A f r i c a n  t o  h o l d  t h e 
technical director position 
in Europe after compatriot 
Michael Emenalo held 
similar roles at English side 
Chelsea and French club 
Monaco.

After two years in the 
Swiss Challenge League 
(second tier), the Hoppers 
sealed promotion last week 
and the Nigerian insists 
they are back where they 
truly belong.

“The history of  the club 
and incredible fanbase 
clearly reflects a side that 
deserves better,” he added.

“It is our collective job 
to set this team in the right 
direction and among the 
elite clubs competing for 
success.”

Liverpool ponder
permanent sale
for Awoniyi, Ojo
eight others

Real Madrid bid
Zidane farewell
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Damaging effects
of toxic relationships 

Children's Day celebration
in Nigeria: Five things
you should know


