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igeria is a country which 

Nits people's interest are 
formed along tr ibal,  

regional or religious interests. For 
quite a long time we have been 
hearing about the northern 
governors' forum as if  there is no 
equivalent South. It was there a 
pleasant surprise to many when it 
was reported that there was a 
meeting of  Southern governors 
where far reaching decisions were 
made.

Historically, it is reported that it 
has spanned many decades even 
before independence since an 
interaction of  this nature held last. 
It therefore came as a shock to 
many that the 17 governors 
comprising the old western, mid-
western and eastern region could 
meet to dialogue on issues of  
common interest.

While such a meeting was never 
envisaged what added more spice to 
the encounter is that the decisions 
rattled their northern counterparts 
eliciting various reactions from 
some northern leaders who felt 
uncomfortable with the outcome of  
the deliberations. Some of  the 
decisions reached were on issues 
that bother on the unity of  this 
country but which matters have 
been abused by the northerners. 

One of  the major decisions is the 
ban on open grazing which has 
grave security implications on the 
people of  the region and which has 
been fingered as responsible for the 
greater part of  security challenges 
within the southern Nigeria. The 
parley which took place in Asaba 
also called for restructuring and a 
review of  the 1999 constitution 
which has been identified to harbor 
so many inadequacies.

The Senate president  has  
criticized the Southern governors' 
position on restructuring while 
Yahaya Bello picked holes with 
their position arguing that it is an 
attack or fight against the president. 
The Attorney-General of  the 
federation, Malami, also took a 
swipe against the open grazing rule. 
Other northern leaders did not hide 

their feelings as well. 
There is every indication that the 

north was indeed unsettled. Their 
position is quite revealing and 
simply gives away the fact that they 
are still bent on their philosophy of  
'born to rule'. Nobody or group 
should have the monopoly of  
power in the Nigerian project.   

An interesting development in the 
governors' confab is the ability to 
find a common ground on issues 
irrespective of  differing party 
affiliations. It is clear it has dawned 
on the governors that they have a 
common enemy to tackle off  the 
way. Their stand on the matter of  
restructuring which contrasts 
sharply with that of  northern 
leaders is a further reflection and 
deepening of  the agitation for 
separatist states from the Nigerian 
nation.

Within the Southern region two 
regional blocks, the South East 
region and the South West region 
have been fighting for Biafra and 
Oduduwa country respectively. 
Their insistence on realizing same 
is not in doubt as their present 
actions at all levels appear geared 
towards that. It should be noted 
that all these agitations for 
restructuring or separations would 
not have arisen if  there is good 
governance impacting the lives of  
the people positively.

News Echo wishes to identify 
with any group that seeks to bring 
genuine peace because without it 
there can never be development. 
Nigeria's potential for growth has 
been limited by bad governance. 
What is of  worry is if  the gains 
already recorded by the move of  the 
governors are sustainable?

We urge the governors to keep 
focused at the ball while upping 
their ante. There should be no 
betrayal of  any kind. There is this 
mutual suspicion between the 
Yoruba and Igbo ethnic groups and 
which should never be allowed to 
play up. The absence of  a governor 
in the maiden meeting is already 
sending a wrong signal. 
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functional. Of  particular interest 
is the Imo Newspaper Limited, 
the publisher of  Statesman 
newspaper.  In Okorocha's 
regime, Statesman published for 
only eight times which is on the 
average of  one per year for the 
eight years he was in power. 
Juxtapose those moribund or 
redundant years with the current 
r e su rgence  o f  S ta t e sman  
newspaper. 

For the past one year, the 
newspaper has been publishing 
on dai ly  basis,  including 
S a t u r d ay s  a n d  S u n d ay s .  
Emelumba ' s  scorecard  in  
reviving Statesman newspaper 
alone is enough good attestation 
for his laudable performance 
which warranted his retention as 
commissioner by the governor. 
Why did Statesman newspaper 
go moribund for over a decade 
before Emelumba came? The 
blame shouldn't be heaped on the 
staff  because these staffers who 
had resurrected the newspaper 
were all there during these years.

 They were simply redundant; 
the then government didn't 
reckon or wanted to revive the 
newspaper. The staffs whose 
p r o d u c t iv i t i e s  h ave  b e e n  
energized were simply wasting 
away in those locust years. 
Plausible commendation should 
go to Emelumba for reviving the 
newspaper. His vision and 
sagacity to also bring on board, a 
seasoned and experienced 
editorial team should also be 
commended. 

Emelumba has also improved 
on the performance of  Imo 
Broadcasting Corporation (IBC), 
there is a relative improvement on 
the qual i ty  of  news and 
programmes in IBC. 

However, on a lighter note, I 
use this medium to advise the 
IBC management to take a 
second look at one of  their jingles 
which says, “If  you drink, don't 
drive. If  you drive, don't drink”.  I 
always get amused whenever that 
jingles is played. What does IBC 
mean by that? The drink should 
be specified and pronounced. 
Should anyone who drives 
abstain from drinking water, juice 
and other soft drinks? 

Every discerning human 
knows that the jingle is referring 
to “alcohol” but it should be 
mentioned. Water and other soft 
drinks are all drinkable liquids. 
Again, should someone who 
drove all day be prohibited from 
drinking alcohol at night in his 
house when IBC say, “If  you 
drive, don't drink? Jingles 
shouldn't be nebulous and 
ambiguous to the listener. IBC 
should rephrase that jingle as, “If  
you drink alcohol, don't drive and 
If  you are driving, don't drink 
alcohol.”

Maduako, writes from Owerri 
(08061562735).

predecessor was a lawyer who 
d idn ' t  know much about  
information management and 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n .  D u r i n g  
Okorocha's regime, Imo had 
about eight commissioners of  
information for the eight years 
Okorocha was in power. Except, 
perhaps for Chief  T.O.E Ekechi, 
all Okorocha's information 
commissioners could be regarded 
a carpenters who assumed the 
position of  a medical doctor and 
performed surgical operation on 
patients. Some of  them were 
engineers who were assigned as 
information commissioner.

The most ridiculous of  them 
was a young man who just 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  R o c h a s  
Foundation College at the time 
and made the information 
commissioner. The young man 
had never written a news story or 
any article worthy of  publication 
even in a local newspaper. He had 
no iota of  knowledge or working 
experience in the media. But, 
R o c h a s  m a d e  h i m  a  
commissioner for information 
thereby ridiculing the esteemed 
office. The appointment of  
Emelumba restored dignity and 
esteem to that office. 

Under the leadership of  
Emelumba as commissioner, 
agencies and parastatals under 
the information ministry have 
become more  use fu l  and 

specialist. 
P r i o r  t o  G o v e r n o r  

Uzodimma's administration, 
E m e l u m b a ' s  i m m e d i a t e  

sudden cabinet dissolution is, 
Honourable Declan Mbadiwe 
Emelumba, who is the current 
Commissioner for Information and 
Strategy. Emelumba's appointment 
as Information Commissioner was 
a round peg in a round hole. He has 
a rich resume as a journalist and an 
editor of  a national newspaper  for 
many years before venturing into 
the shark-infested water of  politics. 

He had managed the media office 
of  a sitting governor. He was a 
member of  Imo State House of  
Assembly where he handled the 
House Committee on Information 
as chairman. Many journalists who 
covered the state assembly at the 
time can attest to his peculiarity and 
un iqueness  among  a l l  the  
information committee chairmen 
that the House of  Assembly had 
ever had. He was the Director, 
Media and Strategy of  the Senator 
Hope Uzodimma Campaign 
Organization in 2019. I learned 
that he had worked with the 
governor for many years even while 
the governor was a senator 
representing Imo West (Orlu Zone) 
Senatorial District from 2011-2019. 

All this notwithstanding, Chief  
Emelumba ranks among the best of  
all information commissioners the 
state ever had or at least in the past 
30 years. Plaudits should also be 
given to Governor Uzodimma for 
deploying him to the ministry of  
information where he is a 

he Imo State Governor, TSenator Hope Uzodimma 
dissolved his 28- member 

state executive council cabinet on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021. 
Announcing the dissolution to 
members of  the press after the 
weekly state executive council 
meeting, the Commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, 
Declan Mbadiwe Emelumba, 
s a i d  t h a t  e i g h t  o f  t h e  
commissioners were retained as 
members of  the cabinet to 
continue in their  various 
ministries pending when the full 
executive committee will be 
reconstituted. 

The dissolution came as a 
thunderbolt. It was unexpected 
and surprising to majority of  
Imolites because not a few 
expected it, especially at this 
point in time in Imo State. The 
governor has the prerogative to 
a p p o i n t ,  r e a p p o i n t  a n d  
disappoint. He has the sole right 
to hire and fire. The dissolution 
may be surprising to the masses, 
but the governor definitely had a 
deeper knowledge why the 
dissolution was necessary. He 
appointed them and he knows 
better about their activities than 
the uninformed masses. 

It is a very rare privilege to be 
chosen among millions of  eligible 
people in a state to serve in 
whatever capacity, especially as a 
commissioner. These immediate 
past commissioners should be 
immensely grateful to God and 
G ove r n o r  U z o d i n m a  f o r  
deeming it fit to call them to 
ser ve.  They shouldn ' t  be  
aggrieved and join the opposition 
because they should never  forget 
that if  Governor Uzodimma 
didn't win his case at the Supreme 
Court on January 14, 2020, to 
become the governor of  Imo 
State, they wouldn't have tasted 
the seat  they just left for even one 
day. If  former Governor Emeka 
Ihedioha had continued as 
governor, would they have smelt 
the position of  a commissioner? 
They should be grateful to God 
for the opportunity given to them 
to serve which has consequently 
changed their  profi les  or  
curriculum vitae. 

Joining the opposition to 
a n t a g o n i z e  G o v e r n o r  
Uzodimma who has changed 
their status wouldn't be morally 
and politically expedient. The 
opposition can never give them a 
greater political mileage in either 
Ihedioha or Senator Rochas 
Okorocha's camp. Let them 
remain faithful to the governor  as 
some of  them may even be 
d r a f t e d  t o  b e c o m e  l o c a l  
government chairmen or contest 
the general election  in 2023, by 
the grace of  God.

O n e  o f  t h e  e i g h t  
commissioners who survived the 

By Ifeanyi Maduako
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Opinion
Why Emelumba deserves his retention 
as Commissioner

Emelumba ‘

‘

‘

‘

“Under the leadership of  
Emelumba as commissioner, 
agencies and parastatals under 
the information ministry have 
become more useful and 
functional. Of  particular 
interest is the Imo Newspaper 
Limited, the publisher of  
Statesman newspaper. In 
Okorocha's regime, Statesman 
published for only eight times 
which is on the average of one 
per year for the eight years he 
was in power. Juxtapose those 
moribund or redundant years 
with the current resurgence of 
Statesman newspaper. For the 
past one year, the newspaper 
has been publishing on daily 
basis, including Saturdays and 
S u n d a y s .  E m e l u m b a ' s  
s c o r e c a r d  i n  r e v i v i n g  
Statesman newspaper alone is 
enough good attestation for his 
laudable performance which 
warranted his retention as 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  b y  t h e  
governor.”
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Vox Pop

overnors of the 17 states in Southern Nigeria met in Asaba, the Delta State capital, on Tuesday, May 12 to discuss myriads of challenges confronting the 

Gregion in the Nigerian entity. At the meeting, the governors discussed several issues, including lopsided appointments by the federal government, security, 
open cattle grazing, and restructuring of Nigeria.

They made it clear that leaders of Southern Nigeria remain committed to the unity of Nigeria on the basis of justice, fairness, equity, oneness and peaceful co-
existence between and among its peoples, with a focus on the attainment of shared goals for economic development and prosperity.
They came up with 12 Key Resolutions, among which are; Banning of open grazing of cattles  in the Southern part of the country, including movement of cattles to 

the Southern region by foot. They called for the restructuring of the country, to provide for state police, review of revenue allocation and changing the system of 
government in Nigeria to the practice of true federalism.
They recommended for the federal government to convoke a national dialogue, review appointments into federal government agencies to reflect the federal 

character as provided for in the constitution, the activation of ports in more states of the country, while urging President Muhammadu Buhari to address Nigerians, 
in view of worsening insecurity in the country, noting that such address by the president will help to restore people's confidence in the system.
Meanwhile, As Nigerians across board have continued to applaud the Southern governors for their bold initiative and resolutions, some Northern leaders like; 

The Senate President, Ahmed Lawal, Attorney General of the Federation, Abubarka Malami, and even the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Femi 
Gbajabiamila have picked holes in the Southern governors' resolution, especially the call for restructuring and ban on open grazing.
In this week's edition of our vox pop, News Echo therefore sought opinion of other Nigerians concerning the resolution of the Southern governors and the 

backlash from some Northern leaders.
Excerpts;

Chimezie Celestine, a driver residing 
at Mgbidi, Oru West, Imo State:
It's a good thing that Southern 
governors have seen the need to unite 
and press for the collective need of  the 
region, while also raising their voices 
against the numerous anomalies 
presently witnessed in the country.
I commend them for the good initiative 
aimed at salvaging what is remaining 
of  our country, especially the ban on 
open grazing of  cattles in the region 
and the call for restructuring of  the 
country. Let me say here that anybody 
who is speaking against that meeting 
and resolutions reached therein is 
speaking from a myopic point of  view 
and an enemy of  the country.

Comrade Nelson Nnanna Nwafor, Executive 
Director, Foundation For Environmental Rights, 
Advocacy & Development(FENRAD)
I support the call for restructuring by the Southern 
Governors and southern Senators. It is necessary, if  
not sufficient, for solving some of  the country's most 
vexing problems. 
To create a more economically viable and politically 
functional country, Nigeria needs to overhaul its 
political system. While such changes might, in the 
short term, trigger upheaval, upset entrenched 
power arrangements, and exacerbate existing 
tensions, in the long-term, political restructuring 
would be beneficial for both North and South. 
As former-president, Ibrahim Gbadamosi 

Babangida stated in 2017, Nigeria's future is inextricably linked to restructuring its political 
system. However, political restructuring will only succeed if  pursued in a democratically 
legitimated, participatory and coordinated manner. 
Meanwhile there is broad and general support for a new constitution by the Southern people 
and the middle-belt, while the North who has a vested interest in maintaining the status quo, 
fear that change would lead to political domination and economic collapse in the region.

Mr Christopher Madu, from Obollo in 
Isiala Mbano LGA. Graduate of Mass 
Communication from the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede, Owerri:
The condemnation of  the Southern 
governors coming from the Senate 
President, Speaker of  the House of  
Representatives and some Northern 
leaders is not surprising, rather it is a further 
proof  that these Northern oligarchs are 
recalcitrant in their domineering actions in 
the leadership and affairs of  the country. 
They do not want to tolerate any dissenting 
voice of  reasoning from any quarter.
The obscured system of  the country favours 
them against every other segment and they 
are not ready to relinquish any pint of  their 

advantage, even maintaining it will cause the death of  thousands of  Nigerians
I fully support all the resolutions reached by the Southern governors during their meeting in 
Delta State, though belated, but it is better to be late than to be the 'late'

M r s  C h i k a d i b i a  K a l u - E z e a d i g we ,  P u b l i c 
administrator/Psychologist, Awka, Anambra State.
Restructuring in this context is all about reorganizing the 
structure of  the nation, so that every region would take full 
charge of  their resources and develop their area. History 
has made it evident that the current structure of  the nation 
is not working. The pace of  development is snail-like. The 
undue concentration of  resources at the Centre has made 
it very difficult for the larger chunk of  the populace to feel 
the impact of  the rich resources Nigeria is endowed with. 
This is why I think it is timely and a prayer answered that 
our governors here in the south have awoken from their 
delirium and are calling for restructuring. I also think the 
northern leaders are being petty and myopic in their 

resistance of  this move as it would even be of  benefit to them in the long run, given their 
comparative advantage over us in the area of  agriculture and table land.

Mr Cyracus Chioma, a Community leader from Umuoduoma, Isiala Mbano LGA:
I don't really support them, in the sense that they have been quiet for a very long time, in the 
face of  Fulani domination and a clear Islamization programme of  the president Buhari led 

administration. They have been quiet while jihadists in the 
guise of  herdsmen go about destroying lives of  Southerners 
at ease and doing all sorts of  despicable atrocities against 
humanity in the Southern region of  the country.
Also I have my doubt on the ability of  these governors to 
rea l ly  implement  or  pass ionate ly  push for  the 
implementation of  the resolutions they reached at the 
meeting. I know some few governors are fully committed to 
this course, but others are not that committed, while there are 
some of  them who will want to sabotage the effort for their 
selfish political ends.
These are my reasons for not really supporting the initiative.
As for Senate President and other Northern leaders who are 
speaking against it, I don't expect less from them. They feel 
threatened by this new found unity of  Southern leaders, 
which they see as threat to their planned perpetual 
domination.

Mr. Ifeanyi Onyekere, an entrepreneur from Enugu State.
Southern governors have been on a sleeping pill for way too 
long. Everyone knows that the current structure of  Nigeria is 
not working. The National Confab organized by GEJ should 
have solved a lot of  problems facing this country. However, it 
was never going to see the light of  the day. Why? Simply 
because of  sleeping southern politicians and northern 
politicians who would always want to Lord their decisions 
over the whole country. For once southern politicians should 
be firm particularly on this restructuring issue. If  not now, 
when? Restructuring is the horse on whose back the APC 
government rode into power. However, members of  the same 
party are now against what they preached for. How they manage to change so quickly is 
abysmally disheartening. It's below human level. This is the right time for the southern 
governors to rise up and demand even things that are beyond restructuring. If  not now, the 
agenda might never allow any of  them to speak up or be heard again. The northern leaders are 
opposed to restructuring because it will literally shift the breast of  oil they are sucking away 
from their mouth. What about the Northerners who own oil wells? What are they going to do? 
These are their fears. Have you forgotten how gold and lead are mined over there without any 
sharing of  the income with the South? Did heaven fall? The underlying factor here is selfishness. 
If  there's restructuring, the average northerners would even benefit more than what's obtainable 
currently. Why? Because, everyone would get busy instead of  waiting for oil money.
I strongly support restructuring. If  a formula is not working, we change it.

By Uzoma Ogoke, with contributions from; Ikenna Orioha, Dan Maduagwu, David Uka, Emma Ifeanyi, Uchenna Ezeadigwe & Michael Ovat
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What is your take on the resolution of
Southern governors and the opposition
from some Northern leaders?

Continues on Pg. 9
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 young Ghanaian curvaceous 

Alady looking for love has 
caused frenzy online recently 

when she appeared on TV3's Date 
Rush reality show.

The lady named, Shemina Hawa 
Adam, ended up gathering more 
viewers online than President Nana 
Addo gathered when he delivered his 
25th national address on measures 
taken against COVID-19. 

A screenshot going viral shows 
that only 2,400 people watched Nana 
Addo's address on TV3's Facebook 
channel whilst over 13,000 people 
watched Shemina Hawa Adam on the 
same TV3 platform broadcasting the 
Date Rush show.

With this  much interest  of  
G h a n a i a n s  wa n t i n g  m o r e  o f  
Shemima Hawa Adam, pulse.com.gh 
presented all you have to know about 
Shemima the viral  Date Rush 
sensation.

Shemima is an entrepreneur and 
she sells ladies and guys clothes 
online, According to her, she, 

however, sells more guys' clothes, 
shoes and more than ladies' goods. 

Her brother describing her on the 
show says, she is a straightforward 
person and doesn't sugarcoat words 
when she is expressing her opinion or 
confronting someone over an issue. 

The self-styled entrepreneur said 
she is 26 years of  age and will turn 27 
October this year. 

Shemima is currently single 
because she unknowingly dated a 
married man and broke up with him 
after the man's wife walked on them 
one day at a beach and confronted her. 

Miss Hawa who is the 6th born in a 
family of  ten now says due to her 
experience with the married man she 
dated, she is now scared of  men. 

Shemima who is also a video vixen 
and commercial plus-size model went 
home with Ali as his date from the 
reality show as she is looking to find 
love again. 

See more photos of  her in the posts 
below and her viral Date Rush 
episode. 

Read &
advertise in
NEWS ECHO

Shemina Adam: The curvaceous Ghanaian Date
Rush viral sensation 
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Interview

he Rector , Institute of TM a n a g e m e n t  a n d 
Te ch n o l o g y  ( I M T ) , 

Prof. Augustine Uchechukwu 
Nweze, in this interview with  
Journalists on his five years 
on saddle the made it very 
clear that the institution was 
the cheapest in the country in 
terms of tuition and other 
statutory fees charged by 
Nigerian universities. Our 
correspondent  was there

You assumed office on June 10, 
2016. This is five years now. After 
f i ve ye a r s ,  w h a t h ave yo u 
achieved?

By the grace of God and courtesy of 
h is Excel lency,  Gov.  I feanyi 
Ugwuanyi, the executive governor 
of Enugu state I am the current 
Rector of IMT. Yes, by the grace of 
God, if and only if God will help us 
and His Excellency actually his 
dream of making IMT a full-fledged 
u n i v e r s i t y  o r  s t a n d - a l o n e 
University that will be my take away. 
Because, history will remember 
him as the Governor that upgraded 
I M T f ro m Po l y te c h n i c  to  a 
university,  and once history 
remembers him, history will also 
remember me as the Rector that 
piloted IMT and it metamorphosed 
from a Polytechnic to a university.
So if we can realize that, I will thank 
God. But assume we were not able to 
realize this; we have taken a very 

thbold step. I am the 16  Rector. The 
first 15th Rectors were not able to 
achieve the affiliation status, but as 
t h e  1 6 t h  R e c t o r ,  I  h a v e 
demonstrated sufficiently the need 
to embrace degree programs 
because the average student prefers 
more or less university education to 
Polytechnic education and if you 
are a good marketer, you will give 
the consumers what they want.

The quality education vis-a -vis 
the money involved. Many 
students complain about money 
paid in the higher institution. 
What do you have to say about 
that?

No, I must tell you. IMT collects the 
cheapest school fees throughout 

the country. Up till now, our school 
fees in the 12 calendar months were 

Residents crowding the streets

N40, 000. I did not say per semester, 
but the full academic session of 12 
calendar months is N40, 000. You 
will agree with me even those in 
nursery schools, they pay more than 
N40, 000 per term and you know 
there are three terms in a session and 
if you more than N40, 000 in a term 
you multiply it by 3, obviously they 
are paying more than N100 per 
session. But here in IMT, is N40, 000 
for one academic session of 12 
calendar months. And there is 
provision for paying by installment, 
N20, 00. That is why I said it is more 
or less free. The cheapest you can get 
anywhere.

What about financial leakages in 
some departments?
As far as IMT is concerned, you 
cannot charge a student extra one 
kobo without the approval of the 
governing council. And once a 
governing council approves that one 
kobo or one naira for journal or 
anything, it must be paid into an 
IMT account. And what is more, we 
don't issue hand written receipts, 
our receipts are system generated. 
That was why, when we wanted to 
introduce this, some lecturers, and 
normally, you can't be salt, even salt, 
nobody takes salt, you cannot be salt 
that everybody should take, and I 
have also said that even salt, not 
everybody takes salt. So some people 
wanted to resist it, why should we 
start with CBT exams? Because we 
now saw that if you computerized, 
with hat automation, if you pay 
school fees and you are coming to 
write that exam, which CBT, that is 
the only time if you key in your 
registration number, the system will 
open for you because the system 
nknows you have paid school fees. 
But if you have not paid school fees, 
you can't have access. And once you 
don't have access, you can't write an 
exam. So that has completely taken 
care of anything about leakages. So 
all the payments are in the bank and 
the fees are computer generated and 
if you go to the departments, the 
only thing frankly
speaking, some departments may 
have what you call departmental 
dues, which essentially is for 

Continues on Pg. 11

Quote me, IMT collects the cheapest 
school fees in the country 
- Rector , Institute of Managementand Technology (IMT),  Professor Augustine Uchechukwu Nweze 

‘

‘

‘

‘

IMT is trying to diversify, for example, if you go 
down there, you will find the fish pound, we 
started it about two years ago, almost 
throughoutthe year, we have fish there and it has 
been helping us. In addition to that, we have an 
entrepreneur development center. We bake our 
own bread, we make our own water, we make soap, 
paint, the students mold the blocks for the 
development center and the students lay them 
because we are preparing them to be self-
sufficient or independent by the time they leave 
this place. If you go to the development center, the 
courses there are compulsory, like sewing, bread 
making etc. Others are fish ponds.

Nweze
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Vox Pop

Okikadibalugbo ogunoegbunam Ifeanyi, Public 
servant.
Well if  democracy still remains the government of  the 
people, for the people and by the people. Then I see no 
reason governors from the south are fighting and 
intimidating each other because some of  them spoke the 
minds of  their people. It is totally unacceptable, if  some 
certain geographical areas are experiencing challenges, 
it is the duty of  their governor who doubles as their 
representative to magnify their voices by asking the 
government or security apparatus to come to their aid.
The northern governors as far as I am concerned are not 
above the southern governors. They are all equal. The 
north may be experiencing drought, banditry and so on 
but the south is being marooned by arm-bearing Fulani 
men who have been destroying lives and property. The 
north tends to influence their fundamental human rights 
which the law frowns at.
So to me the northern governors erred against the law 
politically, morally, socially, they just goofed.

Mr. Francis Ifekandu, a film 
maker, from Nnewi, Anambra 
State.
To be sincere with you, this is the 
best thing that has happened to the 
Southern Nigeria and I admonish 
Southern Governors to remain 
focused on the right path they have 
chosen for the emancipation of  
South in particular and Nigeria at 
large. They should withstand every 
distraction and know that what 
they've asked for is what their 
people want and when your people 
are with you in your decision as a 
leader, what else are you looking 
for? 
The North should know that this is 
in the interest of  all Nigerians. It's 
not to hurt anybody.

Osita Obetta, a businessman from 
Nsukka, Enugu State
It is long overdue. In fact discussing it 
this time is insulting to well meaning 
individuals who want to move forward. 
Action is what is needed right now. 
Restructure the country now. Nigeria 
has gone so deep sinking because the 
country is structured in a way that is not 
yielding good governance anymore. It 
is time we went back to the drawing 
board. Think the way forward. And it 
cannot be without a new constitution.

Chimezie Ozems, a journalist from 
Isiala-Ngwa North LGA, Abia State:
I am on the same page with the southern 
governors on their stand for the 
restructuring of  the country. This is the 
solution to the myraid of  challenges facing 
the country. The Asaba declaration has 
been long overdue. Anyone who loves the 
country and wants it to remain as one 
nation should support restructuring.  
Restructuring of  the country doesn't mean 
that we will go our separate ways.
When we restructure, each of  the regions 
or geo-political zones can grow and 
develop at its own pace. There will be 
healthy rivalry or competition among the 
regions or zones as the case may be. This 
was the situation between 1960 and 1966 
when the country operated parliamentary democracy.
That period could be described as the golden era of  the nation's development. Each of  the 
regions concentrated in areas they have comparative advantage over others. As a result, the 
regions recorded tremendous achievements in almost every facet of  the economy during the 
period. The Northern leaders who are opposing the idea are the real enemies of  the country. I 
wonder how far we can go as a nation without restructuring.

Dr. Ezeh Emmanuel,  Businessman 
from Ebonyi State:
Restructuring has become an omnibus 
of  sort. We must go more practical. 
First we should agree we are running a 
federal system of  government with 3 
tiers and with constitutionally backed 
separation of  powers to every arm of  
each tier. Then we then agree to de-
populate the exclusive list into a truly 
l e a n  l i s t  c o v e r i n g  d e f e n s e , 
immigration, military, customs, 
among others and power responsibly 
devolved to the federating units. I have 
to again say that the best position I 
would love to hold in a restructured 
system is at the LGA. That is where 
the action should be, not Abuja.

Mr. John Ogugua, from Anambra 
State.
I support the Southern governors. 
Restructuring Nigeria is long overdue, 
that is the reason for the grudges 
coming from every political zone in 
the country, including the Northern 
zones. The one Nigeria we are giving 
lip service to was built on a very porous 
foundation. No section of  the country 
was consulted and the Masterminds 
did that to the interest of  few and for 
their own benefits.    Therefore, for 
Nigeria to become violent-free, 
restructuring is the answer. Let our 
leaders, clergymen, civil society 
organizations, opinion leaders and 
and every segment come together and 
holistically restructure Nigeria for 
better coexistence. Anything outside 
that is doom and anybody or section 
against that is an enemy.

Mr. Temple Ibekwe, a young 
journalist from Mbaise, Imo 
State.
It's my sincere opinion that 
Southern governors coming 
together to seek restructuring 
is long overdue. It's something 
many Nigerians have always 
wished for because the current 
state of  the nation is too bad. 
We're  not  g rowing but  
d w i n d l i n g  e v e r y  d a y.  
Restructuring will bring more 
growth and development to 
the country. Restructuring is 
the way to go. Opposing voices 
against the decision should 
recheck their stands.

Friday, May 21, 2021

...What is your take on the resolution of
Southern governors and the opposition
from some Northern leaders?

Read & advertise
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Continued from Pg. 6
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will never shirk this sacred 
responsibility. 

“It is quite unfortunate that 
despite the impressive progress 
we have recorded in the first year 
in office, some people have failed 
to appreciate the glaring 
evidence everywhere that Imo 
State has taken a turn for the 
better. This group of  fifth 
columnists has therefore elected 
to disrupt the peace of  the state. 
Although their actions are quite 
regrettable, it is my duty as the 
governor of  the state to ask 
everyone to sheath the sword 
a n d  m a k e  r o o m  f o r  
development. I must warn that 
the day of  mindless criminality 
in the state are over. Let me use 
this opportunity to assure all 
Imo people that I will leave no 
stone unturned in ensuring the 
security and safety of  all of  us. 
B e   a s s u r e d  t h a t  m y  
administration is willing, able 
and capable of  protecting the 
lives and property of  all Imo 
people and residents alike. 
“ W i t h o u t  a n y  f e a r  o f  
contradiction, I can declare to 
you that the recent security 
challenges in the state have been 
effectively contained. Imo 
people should therefore go about 
their lawful businesses without 
any fear whatsoever,” 

O ve r a l l ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  
economic activities in the state 
are their lowest rating. The 
traders are counting their losses 
just as the hostellers are 
lamenting low patronage. Even 
the artisans are protesting the 
insecurity which has hit the city 
in recent times. A commercial 
bus driver, David Ugo said most 
commuters no longer fancy it 
coming out for fear of  being hit 
by direct or stray bullets and so 
business is strangled. 

Not only that, the traders 
complain that they were worst 
hit as their commodities were 
either trampled upon or looted 
by urchins during such shooting 
attacks and in the process they 
recorded losses. 

M e a n w h i l e,  t h e  o t h e r  
disturbing aspect of  the attacks is 
the huge presence of  military 
and police check points as well as 
patrol vans in the city. Most 
sections of  the roads close to 
police stations, recreational 
centres, government facilities 
like the government house are 
now blocked for security 
reasons.     

However, there is killings by 
another set of  gunmen.

heard the real identities of  the 
attackers and the attacks still go 
on. Uzodimma then said; “Let 
me assure the good people of  
Imo State that investigations to 
unmask the sponsors of  these 
security breaches in the state 
have reached an advanced stage. 
Very soon the long arm of  the 
law will expose and prosecute 
them. Recall that at the onset of  
this administration, these same 
people had vowed to make the 
state ungovernable for us. Our 
only crime against them is our 
resolve to hand over the state and 
its resources to the people as the 
true owners. While I sympathize 
with them over their feeble and 
futile efforts at intimidating us, 
let me declare here that the state 
will employ all lawful machinery 
a t  i t s  d i sposa l  to  c r ush  
criminality. “Last Sunday's 
attempt to burn down my 
country home was just their 
Lilliputian way of  sending the 
message that Imo State is 
insecure. As always, they failed 
woefully. The government in 
collaboration with all the 
security agencies is more than 
capable to protect the lives and 
property of  all residents of  the 
state. I swore an oath to that. I 

situation. “It is unfortunate that 
we have found ourselves in this 
bad condition. What makes it 
worse is that the authorities are 
as confused as the people. I can 
recall vividly that on the morning 
the police command was 
attacked, the former inspector 
general of  police who was in 
Owerri said it was IPOB. The 
governor, I think on the same 
day, noted that it was some 
aggrieved Imo politicians. The 
former IGP represents the 
security forces while the 
gove r nor  s t ands  fo r  the  
government. There is even an 
additional name to it – gunmen! 
If  those in charge cannot 
correctly tell us who are these 
gun men that have been 
harass ing  us  wi th  heavy 
shootings and attacks, you can 
therefore agree with me that all is 
not well. For where shall we run 
to; for who shall we go to for 
rescue? 

The attacks by gunmen in 
Owerri are really a source of  
concern to all. The governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma, had 
promised after the initial attacks 
that investigations to unmask the 
perpetrators were on advanced 
level. However, up to the time of  
this report, nothing had been 

An Owerri resident, Ndubuisi 
Manuanu noted that he was 
baffled learning that in all the 
attacks no one casualty had been 
recorded. According to him; 
“Right from the night these 
hoodlums attacked the Imo State 
Police Command as well as the 
Federal Recreational Centre up 
till their last exploits at Douglass 
Road and Mbaise Road, no one 
casualty has been reported. 
What they do is just to shoot in 
the air and the people would start 
running for their lives. In other 
words, they are not after the 
masses. Take their attack on the 
police command as an example – 
they went there, carried all 
operations and freely left without 
any victim. That was the same 
m e t h o d  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  
correctional centre; and it has 
been the same in all their 
operations in Owerri, be it at 
Orji, Okigwe Road, Tetlow, 
Mbaise Road, Douglas Road or 
Fire Service. The fact is, I am yet 
to fathom what their goal is”. 

In fact, the masses are at a 
crossroads about this latest ugly 
development in Owerri. This is 
so because the authorities have 
yet to give accurate information 
about this deplorable security 

t is indeed terrible for Iresidents and people of  
Owerri, the Imo State 

capital. In the last three months, 
t h e  o n c e  p e a c e f u l  a n d  
harmonious capital has been a 
dangerous enclave as well as a 
theatre of  violence, shooting, 
killing and endless fear. Almost 
on daily bases, the citizenry is 
being confronted and literary 
condemned to running for its life 
because of  one heavy and heart 
shattering shooting or the other. 

As it stands currently, most 
Ower r i  profess ionals  are  
considering leaving the city for 
other areas in the South East for 
fear of  being victims of  the now 
d r e a d e d  s h o o t i n g s  n o w  
displayed daily in the Arugo 
City. The questions are: who are 
behind these shootings? Who are 
their sponsors? What are their 
interests? Who are their targets? 

The immediate past Police 
Public Relations Officer to the 
Imo State Police Command, 
O r l a n d o  I k e o k u ,  s i m p ly  
informed journalists that “they 
were gunmen. They are not 
known. We are working hard, 
day and night to unmask their 
identities, and we shall get at 
them”. 
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Politics

Obiano

Soludo

By Ori Martins 

Shooting, shooting everywhere 
in Owerri
…Where'll people take cover? 

Some Owerri residents running for their dear lives during a shooting attack
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Interview

s t u d e n t s  b e c a u s e  e v e r y 
department is encouraged to have 
students' association whereby 
they can go forsocial gathering like 
one of the bereaved, or something, 
they can go. So that is the only one, 
and even so, it is regulated.

W h a t  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l l y 
ge n e ra t e d  r e ve n u e ,  i s  i t 
encouraging?
Apart from School fees, which is 
the major source of income, IMT is 
trying to diversify, for example, if 
you go down there, you will find 
the fish pound, we started it about 
t w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  a l m o s t 
throughoutthe year, we have fish 
there and it has been helping us. In 
addition to that, we have an 
entrepreneur development center. 
We bake our own bread, we make 
our own water, we make soap, 
paint, the students mold the 
blocks for the development center 
and the students lay them because 
we are preparing them to be self-
sufficient or independent by the 
time they leave this place. If you go 
to the development center, the 
courses there are compulsory, like 
sewing, bread making etc. Others 
are fish ponds.

What is that character that has 
been following you?
It is not for me to access myself 
because I can't be a judge on my 
own matters. But my major 
concern which by the grace of God 
we are already there, is to raise the 
bar in the administration, either in 
t h e  Po l y t e c h n i c  o r  i n  t h e 
university so that whoever that is 
going to take over from me must be 
a very high jumper otherwise, he 
would not be able to cross that bar. 
That is my major concern and that 
is why we are talking about 
academic programmes all of them 
being fully accredited, talking 
a b o u t  i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
development, talking about 
quality manpower so that we will 
be on top of the whole situation.

In your leadership, there was a 
time Petitions were flying here 
and there against a deputy 

rector aspirant.. How were you 
able to settle that?
Well, the petitioners were not well 
informed, otherwise, I had to 
appoint a Deputy Rector to clearly 
enshrine in the laws of IMT and for 
the two Deputy Rectors appointed 

should follow the law and what the 
law says to the later. But those who 
were agitating, they thought PhD 
for example i s  a c r i te r ion , 
affiliation of Ph.D. but is not there 
in the law of IMT. The only thing it 
would have been good for if a 
Deputy Rector had a Ph.D. But 
when we saw it was not there in the 
law we said okay, we can make a 
lecturer two who has a Ph.D. a 
Deputy Rector, otherwise there 
would be no respect, one he can't 
command that respect because he 
is a junior lecturer. But they have 
cheap lecturers who don't have 
PhD and even in the angle, they 
want to go up the hierarchy. You 
can't bring a lecturer 2 and make 
him a Deputy Rector. Cheap 
lecturers cannot take instructions 
f r o m  h i m .  S o  w e  h a v e  t o 
discountenance the PhD which is 
not in our laws and then give it to a 

Residents crowding the streets

cheap lecturer. That was what 
happened. But those who were 
misinformed thought that it must 
be a PhD holder.

Sir, how do you combine your 
work with family?
It's a question of balancing your 
time. For example I pray every 
morning before doing anything 
else. I do my morning devotion 
with my family, everybody, once 
you spend a night in my house, you 
must join us in prayer. When we 
finish we can go for a small exercise 
and then prepare and come to 
work. So it has become routine. 
Then we stay here, we don't have 
any closing time. I can stay here till 
7pm 8pm and sometimes, I carry 
the work home. I have worked in a 
bank before, in
ministry, been a lecturer, and when 
I was in ESUT when we had so 
many students, at a point I was 
teaching in the accountancy 
department ,  in fact a l l  the 
departments in our faculty, Faculty 
o f  m a n a g e m e n t  s c i e n c e s . 
A c c o u n t a n c y,  b u s i n e s s e s 
Administration, etc, I was teaching 
them. After exams I have close to 
3,000 scripts to read and I do that at 
night because I will not be able to 
do that in the office so I used to 
work late in the nights. Even that 
time if you pray, God will hear
you because others are sleeping 
and only you will be talking to God.
That is why mid night prayers are 
good.

…You cannot charge a student extra one kobo 
without the approval of the governing council

Nweze

Continued from Pg. 9

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has reiterated that no 
member of  the All Progressives 

Congress p (APC) in Imo state will be 
excluded in the registration and 
revalidation exercise, despite contrary 
claims from some quarters. He added 
that so far 2million members have been 
captured.

Governor Hope Uzodimma disclosed 
this when delegates  and  national 
Chairman of  the APC registration 
committee  paid him a courtesy visit on 
Thursday at the government house 
Owerri.

The governor said 
the Speaker of  the 
I m o  s t a t e 
L e g i s l a t u r e,  R t . 
H o n .  P a u l 
Emeziem, who is 
chairman of  the 
s t a t e  p a r t y 
r e g i s t r a t i o n 
committee,  deferred  
t o   h i m  a n d  h e 
directed that efforts 
be increased to reach 
out to every person 

not yet captured and ensure no party 
member is disfranchised. He posited 
that he expected the total registrations to 
hit the 3million mark.

Uzodimma refuted the accusations by 
Senators Okorocha and Araraume of  
being denied registration, pointing out 
that contrary to their claims ,they were 
the ones who ordered their followers not 
to participate in the exercise.

He assured that he was working to get 
every faction to come together for a 
stronger party to emerge even as he 
asserted that an all inclusive APC party 
state congress will be organized for all 
members.

He said he was willing to plead with 
the APC National Registration Panel to 

register all those who claimed to have 
been denied registration, stressing that 
he has resolved to return power to the 
people, without discrimination.

Earlier the National Chairman of  the 
APC registration committee, Hon. 
Farooq Adamu Aliyu , said the visit to 
the state was a fact finding one , based on 
claims by Senators Okorocha and 
Araraume.

Aliyu assured that the meeting held 
with the state registration committee 
handled the issues earlier mentioned, 
including that of  inadequate materials 
and affirmed that a level playing ground 
is being offered to all members.

He commended Governor Uzodimma 
for his efforts in building the party which 
was yielding laudable results. 

No member of Imo APC will
be disenfranchised from
revalidation – Uzodimma

By Jennifer John







braids. 
Nigerian women have also 

experimented with a lot of  
colours. More blondes hair 
extensions are now being 
worn. 

If  you haven't made any 
braids or locs, here are some 
you should try. 

his year has been the Tyear of  braids and locs.

Nige r i an  women  have 
certainly taken a break from 
wigs and have reclaimed the 
beauty in braids and locs. 

One thing is for certain, 
women look beautiful  in 

h e r e  c a n ' t  b e  a Ttraditional wedding 
without the couple and 

close relatives donning lovely 
Kente styles. 

The fabric symbolizes our 
rich culture and traditions and 
plays a great part in the holy 
matrimony. 

Rich in colour and culture, 
Ghanaians are known for their 
unique traditional wedding 
attire, where the bride and 
groom are usually adorned 
with Kente a loose cloth that 
comes in a variety of  colours 
and patterns) and a set of  gold 
or bead jewellery. 

However,  when Mimi 
traditionally tied the knot to 

the love of  her life, one could 
not only describe her attire as 
over-the-top or elegantly 
extravagant. 

The absolute gorgeous 
bride wore a floor-sweeping 
green and gold strapless Kente 
combo that made her look 
stunning. 

Mimi's wrapped hairstyle 
and flawless makeup were just 
top-notch. We love the simple 
accessories that complemented 
her looks perfectly and the 
gorgeous smile she gave while 
posing for the camera. 

If  you want the perfect 
Kente style inspiration for your 
wedding, then Mimi is here to 
serve you one. 

Distressed locs 
There are so many reasons 

to do this hairstyle. It is not 
only protective but it last long. 
You can do it long or short. 

Wavy knotless braids 
These are light and easy to 

style. They look good on 
everyone too. 

Faux locs 
This is one of  the most 

protective hairstyles for natural 
hair. 

Big box braids 
This is so easy to make and it 

would hardly take your time.
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
4 hairstyles you should try

This bride stuns in her
traditional wedding dress

Distressed locsDistressed locsDistressed locs

Wavy knotless braidsWavy knotless braidsWavy knotless braids

Faux locs Faux locs Faux locs 

Big box braidsBig box braidsBig box braids
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eeking the assurance of  

Sl a b e l s  a n d  a s k i n g 
difficult questions like 

'what are we?' can be pretty 
tricky but they are absolutely 
necessary.

So here you are, meeting 
up with a guy for occasional 
dates, talking on the phone 
for hours, and just vibing well 
and getting to know each 
other. As time goes on, the 
d a t e s  b e c o m e  m o r e 
frequent… you feel good 
with each other, everything is 
nice and sweet… but there 
are still no labels. 

Yo u  a r e  d a t i n g  a n d 
b a s i c a l l y  d o i n g  o t h e r 
'relationship stuff', but you're 
still not in a relationship 
because, of  course, the topic 
has not been broached even 
though it's eating you up 

ll the things better 

Aleft unsaid when 
you're both getting it 

on...
It is hard to imagine a 

man that does not like a 
woman that is vocal in bed. 

And the things guys want 
to hear during sex range from 
pleasurable moans, how well 
they are doing and dirty talk 
[for those that find such 
things sexy.] 

The list actually stretches 
further but this article aims 
to focus on something else – 
what are the things women 
should not say during sex? 

We list the things women 
should avoid saying during 
sex because they could ruin 
the moment. 

1. Do you love me? 
As you might have heard, 

sex is more physical for men 
and emotional for women. 
And while clarifying issues 
of  the heart is not a bad 
thing, many men would 
rather have you discuss it 
before or after sex… not 
during. 

2. What are we now? 
This is another example 

of  how women quickly 
merge sex and emotions 
[mind you, no one is saying 
it's a bad thing.] 

Women usually reserve 
this question till after sex, but 
for some reason, some babes 
pop it during the act. Let's 
assume you didn't know men 
find it unsexy. Now you do. 
So, maybe stop it? 

3. What are you trying to 
do? 

This is after you have 

probably been kissing and 
touching his body and letting 
him feel yours for about 10 or 
15 minutes. 

Please, ladies, stop asking 
this question because, of  
course, you know he's not 
trying to undress you for 
a c a d e m i c  o r  m e d i c a l 
purposes! So why ruin the 
moment with this kind of  
question? 

4. Do you think I'm 
overweight? 

Weight is one sensitive 
issue that many women are 
insecure about and this, of  
course, is what makes them 
ask the question. 

But, hey, aren't y'all 
having sex already? Doesn't 
that tell you that he has no 
qualms about what your 
body looks or feels like? 

It's better to clear this 
issue before you both get 
naked. Seriously. Besides, 
there are men who love big 
women. When in doubt, just 
assume he's one of  those 
guys and enjoy the moment. 

Even if  he now happens 
to not like your body, the best 
time to discuss it is not 
d u r i n g  s e x .  Wa i t  t i l l 
afterwards.  

D o n ' t  d o u s e  y o u r 
partner's sexual urge by 
ruining the mood with an 
unneces sa r y,  i l l - t imed 
conversation. 

5 .  W h a t  a b o u t  t h e 
money I asked for? 

LOL. Think this is just 
plain and simple blackmail, 
really. Women know men 
would say and grant any 
request during sex and they 
just exploit it. 

Later, these same women 
will say men are scum. 

Extra question: Aren't 
you done? 

Well, now I am. 

seeking just friendship with 
benefits, or just a casual 
sexual relationship. 

The easiest way to find out 
would be to ask him, right? 

It sounds pretty easy to 
mention that all you need to 
do is ask what it is you're both 
doing; and what all the dates, 
hangouts, and phone calls 
mean to him. You need to 
ask, so you know whether 
you are both on the same 
page or not. 

Sadly it's never that easy to 
ask 

Most women fear that the 
guy might not be interested in 
a relationship, that all the 
time they've spent dating and 
hoping for a happy ending 
would be a waste. So they 
continue in the situationship 'what are we' question. 

However, as probable as 
the disappointment might be, 
you still need to know! 
Ignorance is not bliss in this 
situation! 

If  a guy is not clearly 
stating his intentions or 
putting labels on what's 
going on between you both 
and you feel time is being 
w a s t e d ,  y o u  n e e d  t o 
absolutely ask. Regardless of  
fear of  losing him. 

But when is the right time 
to ask? 

Some believe one month is 

ideal depending on how 
quickly the bond is being 
created and how strong it's 
getting. 

In my opinion, you have 
to ask before the end of  three 
months after  your f irst 
meeting. 

This is reasonable enough 
so that you don't appear 
d e s p e r a t e  t o  b e  i n  a 
relationship. 

It also ensures you don't 
stay too long dating him only 
to find out that he has no 
intention of  being in a 
relationship with you. 

inside. 
This is a familiar juncture 

for many ladies. The part 
where you have to say, "damn 
it, I need to know what we are 
doing here!" 

After a while of  dating 
and being together without 
l a b e l s ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r 
c la r i f i ca t ion  and  c lear 
express ion of  intent  i s 
needed so you know if  what 
you're feeling is mutual or 
you're on your own. 

You know it could go 
either way – he could just be 
enjoying the dates, sex and all 
that while you are already 
catching feelings and getting 
attached; or he could be 
f e e l i n g  y o u  t o o  b u t 
wondering if  the time to ask 
is right or not. 

Also he could just be 
eve n  f u r t h e r …  s e t t i n g 
themselves up for bigger 
misery. 

The real possibility of  
disappointment is not what 
many are prepared to face 
and imagine initiating this 
conversation and the guy 
happens to just be catching 
cruise and enjoying himself, 
with no feelings attached. 
That'll be mightily awkward 
to say the very least. 

These are some of  the 
reason why many women 
would rather stay in the 
comfort of  not asking the 

our partner may not Ybe cheating, only 
that he/she may 

have  found  in te res t  in 
another person.

When you love someone 
you adore everything about 
that person and cannot even 
think of  someone else. 

When you are with them, 
you are smitten by them and 
when you are not with them, 
you cannot think of  anything 
but them. Such is love. 

But while together, some 
occurrences might push the 
other into finding interest in 
another person. 

At such times, all you can 
do is observe their behaviour 
and try to know the truth. 
Look out for these four sure 
shot signs to know if  your 
p a r t n e r  h a s  f a l l e n  f o r 
someone else. 

They are emotionally 
unavailable

T h e r e  i s  n o 
communication between you 
and your partner. They no 
longer talk to you the way 
they used to and no longer 
share their feelings with you. 
They simply don't seem to 

care and are emotionally 
withdrawn and unavailable. 

They avoid you
If  they are interested in 

someone else, they will try 
their best to avoid you and 
social situations that involve 
family or friends, as they will 
feel guilty. They don't answer 
questions about the future of  
the relationship and seem to 
be distant and aloof. 

They no longer notice you
They no longer give you 

compliments the moment 
you walk out of  the door all 
dressed up since they don't 
notice you anymore. They 
don't look at you the way 
they used to and you can 
simply see that they don't pay 
attention to you anymore. 

There is no love
The warmth, the affection 

and the passion is not there 
anymore. You can sense that 
something is off  between the 
two of  you. You two simply 
don't have the same level of  
understanding as you two 
used to have. There is no 
romance between the two of  
you and all there is coldness. 

Are we in a relationship? How and when to seek
clarity when dating 

Ladies! These are 5
things you shouldn't
say during sex! 

4 signs your partner has
fallen for someone else 

Disjointed coupleDisjointed coupleDisjointed couple

Some things are better left unsaidSome things are better left unsaidSome things are better left unsaid



Friday, May 21, 2021 Page 16

oconuts are a lot 

Ch e a l t h i e r  t h a n 
some give them 

credit for and here's why 
t h e y ' r e  t o  n e v e r  b e 
underrated.

Coconut is making a 
huge comeback as the new 
miracle food. They are 
highly nutritious, rich in 
fiber, and packed with 
essential vitamins and 
minerals. 

What is it about this 

N
atural Remedies is 
a Pulse lifestyle 
content series on 

nature's hack to better skin 
and a healthier body. 

Kernel Oil is a natural 
way to having softer and 
more beautiful hair 

Palm Ker nel  Oil  is 
different from what is 
popularly called red palm 
oil. They are gotten from 
the  same p lant  ca l led 
African Oil Palm (Elaeis 
Gunineensis). 

Red palm oil is derived 
from the whole of  the palm 
fruit while the kernel oil as 
the name implies is gotten 
from the kernel. 

Red palm oil is red while 
kernel oil is brown. 

The composition of  
these two products of  the 
A f r i c a n  o i l  p a l m  i s 
markedly different. Red 
palm oil is made of  palmitic 
oil and oleic acid while 
kernel oil has lauric acid. 
Coconut oil has the same 
composition. 

Oil extracted from the 
palm kernel is gotten by 
roasting it till oil seeps out 

of  it. 
Kernel oil is usually sold 

in the markets because it has 
a variety of  uses. It would 
usually be among those who 
sell herbs 

Benefits of  Kernel oil 
Kernel oil is perfect for 

natural hair. It has a lot of  
ingredients the African hair 
needs. 

I t  has  v i tamins  A, 
vitamins K, Vitamins E and 
anti-oxidants that help with 
hair growth. 

Kernel oil gives great 
moisture to dry hair because 
t h e r e  i s  a  p o s i t i v e 
correlation between dryness 
and dandruff. It keeps your 
hair follicle well oiled. 

Kernel oil is excellent 
for moisturizing your hair. 
I t  p r o v i d e s  d e e p 
conditioning and softens 
hair. 

Kernel oil is non-greasy 
and light which means 
when you use it on your 
hair, you won't feel like your 
hair is drenched in oil. 

Kernel oil also possesses 
collagen that prevents hair 
loss 

exotic food that continues 
to tantalize and intimidate 
us at the same time? 

Let's explore more of  
the amazing health benefits 
of  coconuts. 

Young coconuts are the 
most health enhancing. 
The water in the young 
coconut is one of  the 
h i g h e s t  s o u r c e s  o f  
electrolytes. Electrolytes 
are responsible for keeping 
the body properly hydrated 

so the muscles and nerves 
can function appropriately. 

Therefore it is more 
beneficial to drink the 
w a t e r  f r o m  a  y o u n g 
coconut after an intense 
workout rather than sports 
drinks. 

Coconut water is also 
l o w  i n  c a l o r i e s , 
carbohydrates, and sugars, 
and almost completely fat-
free. In addition, it is high 
i n  a s c o r b i c  a c i d ,  B 
vitamins, and proteins. 
Fur thermore,  the soft 
meat, or flesh, inside the 
coconut helps to restore 
oxidative tissue damage 
and contains a source of  

healthy fats, proteins, and 
var ious  v i tamins  and 
minerals. 

Top 10 Health Benefits 
of coconuts 

- S u p p o r t s  i m mu n e 
system health: it is anti-
viral, anti-bacterial, anti-
fungal, and anti-parasite.

-Provides a natural 
source of  quick energy and 
enhances physical and 
athletic performance.

sthma happens 

Awhen the lining of  
t h e  a i r w a y s 

become inflamed and it 
could be deadly, these 
foods are major triggers for 
the disease.

When asthma occurs, 
thicker mucus is produced 
and the l ining of  the 
airways become inflamed 
and swollen. 

Not every asthma comes 
severe (although it 's a 
condition that should be 
given proper attention to) 
there are mild cases that 
occur once in a long while 
and the more serious cases 
that happen often and 
u n a n n o u n c e d ,  t h o s e 
should be given immediate 
attention. 

A s t h m a  p r e s e n t s 
symptoms like tight chest, 
s h o r t n e s s  o f  b r e a t h , 
persistent cough, wheezing 
and more and a lot of  
things trigger it including 
weather, dust and food. 

For food these ones are 
to be avoided as much as 
possible: 

1. Beer, Wine, Hard 
Cider and Tea 

The sulfite these foods 
contain makes breathing 
difficult which could set up 
a bad reaction. 

2. Shrimps (frozen) 
Frozen shrimps are no 

nos for people with asthma 
a s  t h e 
preservative/additive in 
frozen ones contain sulfites 
that can trigger a deadly 

episode of  the condition. 
3 .  D r i e d 

fruits/Vegetables 
D r i e d  ve g g i e s  a n d 

fruits/snacks get in the way 
of  normal breathing apart 
f rom being obvious ly 
choking, they can trigger 
asthma episodes 

4. French fries/Fried 
yam 

These fried foods trigger 
asthma, if  you have this 
condition it's better to eat 
these food baked instead of  
fried. 

-Improves digestion and 
absorption of  nutrients, 
vitamins, and minerals.

- I m p r o v e s  i n s u l i n 
secretion and symptoms 
associated with diabetes.

-Helps protect the body 
from cancers due to insulin 
reduction, removal of  free 
r a d i c a l s  t h a t  c a u s e 
p remature  ag ing  and 
degenerative disease.

-Reduces risk of  heart 

health and improves good 
cholesterol (HDL).

-Restores and supports 
thyroid function.

-Helps protect against 
kidney disease and bladder 
infection.

-Promotes weight loss.
-Helps keep hair and 

skin healthy and youthful 
looking, prevents wrinkles, 
sagging skin, age spots, and 
provides sun protection.

10 health benefits of coconuts 

Natural Remedies:
The benefits of
kernel oil 

4 common foods to avoid if
you are Asthmatic

Palm kernelPalm kernelPalm kernel

Asthmatic patientAsthmatic patientAsthmatic patient

CoconutCoconutCoconut
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ithout doubt, Imo 

WState is on record 
as one of  the most 

peaceful states in Nigeria 
particularly when it comes to 
brotherly love and social 
c o nv i v i a l i t y.  To  m a n y  
residents, it is still a state of  
b r o t h e r l y  l o v e  a n d  a  
harmonious co-habitation. 

What happened couple of  
weeks ago in the capital city 
when the police headquarters 
and prison correctional centre 
were attacked and burglarized 
by most infamous group 
“Unknown gunmen” should 
not be taken to be the norm in 
Imo State. Rather it is most 
unfortunate and exceptional 
behaviour of  few.

As a columnist of  many 
years of  experience and as a 
resident of  Owerri capital city 
nay Imo State, I have been 
around enough to know the 
biology, physics and the 
chemical contents of  the state 
and its inhabitants. Rivers are 
the  mos t  peace fu l  and  
reasonably peaceable. People 
refer to Imo State as a city of  
hospitality. They are right and 
are rightly right. Because the 
population which mills around 
the state capital city is perhaps 
smaller than the one that mills 
around at night. 

Without concrete evidence, 
nobody, indeed nobody can 
deny the fact that Owerri the 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

Imo State capital is indeed a 
jolly state as Calabar is a city of  
brotherly love. Giving the size 
of  the state capital,  i f  
appropriate methodological 
and empirical survey is carried 
out, it will not be difficult to see 
that on the average that Owerri 
capital city has more hotels, 
eateries, clubs and bars which 
will be more than those found 
in a more sprawling city like 
Port Harcourt, Enugu, Calabar 
and Ibadan to say the least. 
This is in consonance with 
typical Igbo Proverb which 
says,  “Those  who f ind  
kindness, love and fraternity 
with winning and dining 
hardly exhibit animosity and 
bitterness.” 

The point that is being made 
here is to show that some 
spasmodic disturbances and 
attack on correctional facilities 
and the police headquarters 
could proudly be pointed at by 
imported miscreants. Now, the 
posting out of  the immediate 
P P R O ,  S P  O r l a n d o  
IKEOKWU who displayed 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  a n d  
communication nicety was 
anticipated giving the fact that 
the commissioner of  police 
who was present at the time 
when the unfortunate attack 
on correctional service and 
Police headquarters was 
swiftly posted out including 
some other top police officers: 

that he should equally have 
been posted out at the same 
time.

Although SP Orlando 
IKEOKWU is a son of  the soil 
which helped him to be very 
successful in information 
gathering and nipping in the 
bud some planned heinous 
crimes, by all stretch of  
comparison his performance 
must be reasonably rated over 
and above average. And as he is 
going to another state with 
different characteristics, there 
is no doubt that he will attain a 
greater feat in his performance. 

Now that a new PPRO has 
been posted to Imo State in the 
person of  SP Bala Elkana from 
Kaduna State soon, he will 
find out that Imo and her 
people are loving, friendly and 
hospitably interwoven. From 
the record, it is evident that the 
new PPRO SP Bala Elkana has 
been doing well in his chosen 
profession as seen in his 
qualifications. SP Bala Elkana 
was enlisted into the Nigeria 
Police Force in 2003. He holds 
a Bachelor Degree in Law 
(LLB), master degree in Peace 
S t u d i e s  a n d  C o n f l i c t  
Resolution (MSC), Master 
D e g r e e  i n  B u s i n e s s  
Administration (MBA) among 
other academic qualifications. 

He attended several courses 
among which is Leadership 
Training, Detective Course, 

Community Policing, Trainee 
Course, Combat Operation 
C o u r s e ,  E m e r g e n c y  
Management Course, and 
Police Relations Course. He is 
a member of  the National 
Institute of  Public Relations 
and a lso  a  member  of  
International Association of  
Chiefs of  Police, A Fellow of  
C o r p o r a t e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Administration. 

He has served the force in 
different capacities notably: - 
Police Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) in Niger, Akwa Ibom 
and Lagos State Police 
Commands, respectively. He 
has also received so many 
awards among which are: - 
Best PRO in Nigeria 2020, Best 
PRO in Africa and Best PRO in 
Central and West Africa by 
Security Watch Africa. 

Thus, from the above galaxy 
o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  
professional accomplishments, 
SP Bala Elkana from Kaduna 
State is bound to fit in this state 
g iv i n g  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  
currently prevailing in the 
state. Of  all his experiences 
and accolades, and the fact that 
he is a Public Relations guru 
will make it possible for him to 
fit into the new environment. 
This is because he will find a lot 
of  PR gurus who will be ready 
to offer him guidance and 
support. All he needs is to 
make himself  available and to 

a v o i d  
p i t f a l l s .  

Honestly, he 
will not find it 

difficult to operate 
and to work with a governor 
who is also a jolly good 
fellow.

I must recall that in 2014 
when I was presenting a copy 
of  one of  my books entitled, 
”Nigerian women in politics: 
past and present” to the then 
minister of  Abuja capital, 
Senator Bala Mohammed 
(Governor Of  Bauchi State 
now),he told me that he 
would like to visit Owerri the 
State capital if  for nothing, to 
enjoy Ofe Owerre and 
Ngwongwo. I told him, that 
that will be very great. Thus 
the hospitable nicety Of  Imo 
State and its people are well 
known among Nigerian 
elites. SP Bala Elkana from 
Kaduna State is  most 
welcome to the state and 
should be careful and 
mindful of  what type of  Ofe 
Owerre and Ngwongwo he 
will taste and at what 
environment. 

By and large, he will find 
the environment hospitable 
and loving. In conclusion, I 
have this advice which am 
sure will help and guide him. 
He must do everything 
possible to understand the 
people ' s  core  cul tures  
because this will be an 
essential arsenal of  his 
operation. He should be able 
to embrace the multiplicity 
of  the people's leadership 
which will be an essential 
c o m p o n e n t  o f  h i s  
m a n a ge m e n t  s t r a t e g y.  
Identification of  those who 
make things happen in the 
society must be those he will 
embrace. 

Fair enough, he is a Public 
Relations guru hence he 
ought to know how to deal 
with men and materials. If  
possible, to discover and 
associate with those key 
essential organizations as his 
main operating platforms 
such as Nigerian Institute Of  
Public Relations, Nigeria 
Union of  Jour nal i s t s,  
National Association of  
Women Journalists, etc. If  he 
does this, he would almost be 
a  new per son  in  o ld  
environment. We wish him a 
rousing welcome, God's 
protection and endless grace 
of  celestial forces. In God's 
name we pray. Amen.

Tortoise 

Friday, May 21, 2021

Imo new PPRO, Elkana arrives to hospitable 
culture as Ikeokwu bows out 

Elkana Ikeoku
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Igbo History: There is a possibility that this tribe
is from Israel 

owever, apart from Hthe story of  how 
they came into 

being, the Igbos also shares 
some similar practices with 
the biblical Jews.

To believe that the Igbos 
is one of  the lost tribes of  
I s r a e l  m i g h t  s o u n d 
ridiculous to a lot of  people. 

B u t  u p o n  f a c t u a l 
analysis, one is forced to 
rethink the possibility of  
this claim. 

K n ow n  t o  b e  t h i r d 
largest of  the three major 
ethnic groups in Nigeria, 
t h e  t y p i c a l  I g b o 
communities are found in 
the southeastern part of  
Nigeria. 

And according to oral 
tradition and many writers 
of  Igbo history, Eri is to the 
Igbos, what Oduduwa is to 
the Yoruba. 

But unlike Oduduwa 
whose father is unknown, 
Eri was the fifth son of  Gad, 
the seventh son of  Jacob 
(Genesis 46:15-18 and 

he  anc ien t  Igbo Tpyramids are located 
i n  U d i ,  E n u g u , 

Nigeria but have long been 
forgotten and are probably 
in ruins.

The wonder of  the Igbo 
pyramids started in 1935, 
when British anthropologist 
and colonial administrator, 
G. I. Jones, took pictures of  
the Nsude pyramids (what is 
now known as the Igbo 
pyramids). 

Jo n e s  i n  1 9 3 5  wa s 
b u i l d i n g  u p  a n 
extraordinary photographic 
record of  Southeastern 
Nigerian culture when he 
stumbled upon the clay 
formed wonders. 

Armed with his Roloflex 
camera Jones took shots of  
the 10 circular stepped 

py ramids.  The  Nsude 
pyramids are however yet to 
be carbon dated, but judging 
by the black and white 
photos (taken in 1935), they 
are 'very old'. 

The first base section 
was 60 ft. in circumference 
and 3 ft. in height. The next 
s t a c k  w a s  4 5  f t .  i n 
circumference. Circular 
stacks continued, till it 
r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p.  T h e 
structures were temples for 
the god Ala/Uto, who was 
believed to reside at the top. 
A stick was placed at the top 
to  represent  the  god 's 
residence. The structures 
were laid in groups of  five 
parallel  to each other. 
Because it was built of  mud 
like the Deffufa of  Nubia, 
time has already taken its 

toll on it. 
T h e  p y r a m i d s  a r e 

located in Udi, Enugu, 
Nigeria but have long been 
forgotten and are probably 
in ruins just like the great 
walls of  Kano. 

S t r i k i n g l y ,  t h e s e 
pyramids bear resemblance 
to the Step Pyramid of  
S a q q a r a ,  i n  E g y p t 
constructed in 2648 BC. 
More fascinating is the 
s imi la r  re p l i ca t ion  o f  
Nub ian - l i ke  pyramids 
thousands of  miles away 
from the Nubian area in the 
heart of  Igboland. 

E v i d e n c e  l i k e  t h i s 
indicates a strong level of  
correlation between the 
ancient Egyptians and the 
ancient Igbo. 

Numbers 26:16:18). 
He was said to have 

migrated from Egypt with a 
group of  companions just 
before the exodus of  the 
I s rae l i t e s  f rom Eg ypt 
thousands of  years ago. 

Eri and his group were 
said to have traveled by 
water and finally arrived at 
the confluence of  Ezu and 
Omambala Rivers, located 
in present-day Aguleri, 
Anambra State. 

We were not told how 
long their voyage took to get 
to their promised land, 
what we were told is that Eri 
and his group was divinely 
instructed to make the 
confluence of  Ezu and 
Omambala Rivers their 
final destination. 

They would move into 
the hinterland and make a 
settlement in the present-
day Aguleri. It was here that 
Eri lived and died. 

Meanwhile, amongst 
Eri's children was Agulu, 
the eldest son who took 

over from his father after his 
demise. 

I t  w a s  h i m  w h o 
appended the name of  his 
father, Eri, to his name and 
f o u n d e d  A g u l u - E r i 
(Aguleri) by calling the 
settlement where his father 
Eri died and he (Agulu) 
lived AGULERI. 

However, apart from the 
story of  how they came into 
being, the Igbos also shares 
some similar practices with 
the biblical Jews. And 
among the Igbos, these 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s 
predate the coming of  the 
Christian missionaries. 

Examples of  shared 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s 
between the Jews and the 
Igbos include circumcising 
male children eight days 
after birth, refraining from 
eating "unclean" or tabooed 
foods, mourning the dead 
f o r  s e v e n  d a y s  a n d 
celebrating the New Moon. 

Supporting this belief  is 
Daniel Lis, a foremost 
r e s e a r c h e r  o n  Jew i s h 
Identification among the 
Igbo from the University of  
Basel, Switzerland. 

He affirms that there has 
been a clear continuity of  
Jewish identity among the 
I g b o .  " I t ' s  n o t  j u s t 
something that happened 
yesterday," he said. 

In addition to the shared 
practices between the Jews 
and the Igbos, there is a 
striking evidence that forces 
one to see a link between the 
Igbos and the ancient 
civilization of  Egypt: It is 
the Ancient Igbo Pyramids, 
which is also known as the 
Nsude Pyramids. 

T h e  A n c i e n t  I g b o 
P y r a m i d s  o r  N s u d e 
Pyramids is a testimony of  
ancient civilization among 
the Igbos. 

Nobody knows when it 
was built, but archeologists 
have said that the pyramids 
have lasted centuries and 
are believed to have been 
built at the same time the 
first or second wave of  
Egyptian pyramids were 
built by the Nubians. 

With similar features to 
t h a t  o f  t h e  S t e p p e d 
Pyramid of  Djoser  a t 
Saqqara, Egypt, one is 
forced to contemplate on 
the mystery behind their 
resemblance. 

A n d  w i t h o u t 
exaggeration, it can be 
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e 
knowledge of  one must 
have led to the building of  
the other. 

Be that as it may, it 
should be stated here for the 
purpose of  clarity that the 
word Ndi Igbo/ Ndigbo 
mean the "Ancient People." 
And according to them, the 
British called us IBO or 
( H e e b o s ) :  A  w o r d 
synonymous to Hebrew. 

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r 
interesting arguments, with 
regard to the topic of  this 
ar t ic le,  that  has  been 
presented by concerned 
Igbo scholars. 

Notable among them is 
the claim that the following 
Igbo words/phrases were 
used in the bible. 

1 .  J e e  n a  i s i  i s i 
(Genesis) 

Known to be the first 
book in the bible, some Igbo 
scholars believe that the 
word is a corrupted version 
of  the Igbo phrase "jee na isi 
isi" which when translated 
in English means "go to the 
very first". 

2 .  D e t e r e  n u  u m u 
(Deuteronomy) 

Known to be the fifth 
book in the Bible, the word 
“Deuteronomy” is from 
Latin Deuteronomium, 
f r o m  G r e e k 
D e u t e r o n o m i o n  a n d 
originally from Igbo phrase 
"detere nu umu". 

T h e  I g b o  p h r a s e , 
"Detere nu umu" means 
"written down for the 

children". And actually, the 
book of  Deuteronomy was 
words written down to 
se r ve  a s  l aws  fo r  the 
children of  God. 

3. Asaa bu taa (Sabbath) 
According to the biblical 

story of  creation, God 
rested on the seventh day. 
Sabbath is a day set aside for 
rest and worship. The word 
is said to be thesame with 
the Igbo phrase "asaa bu 
taa" which means "today is 
seventh." 

4 .  C h e r e  u b i m 
(Cherubim) 

Described in the Bible as 
a  w i n g e d  a n g e l  a n d 
represented in ancient 
Middle Eastern art as a lion 
or bull with eagles' wings 
a n d  a  h u m a n  f a c e , 
Cherubim is regarded in 
Christian angelology as an 
angel of  the second highest 
order of  the nine-fold 
celestial hierarchy. 

However, the name is 
believed to be a distorted 
version of  the Igbo phrase 
"chere ubim" which means 
"guard my home." And of  
c o u r s e ,  a n g e l s  a r e 
guardians. 

5. Nta lite kuo ume 
(Talitha cumi) 

According to the book of  
Mark 5:41,  Jesus  was 
storied to have raised from 
death- the daughter of  
Jairus. And "Talitha cumi" 
were the words he used. 

" Ta l i t h a  c u m i "  o r 
"Talitha kum" or "Talitha 
koum" i s  an  Aramaic 
phrase and believed to be an 
Igbo phrase "nta lite kuo 
ume" which means "little 
child wake up and start 
breathing". 

The forgotten Igbo pyramids

Igbo Jews in worshipIgbo Jews in worshipIgbo Jews in worship

G.I Jones at the Udi Pyramid in Enugu, 1935G.I Jones at the Udi Pyramid in Enugu, 1935G.I Jones at the Udi Pyramid in Enugu, 1935



impress.
Spartak Moscow manager, 

D o m e n i c o  Te d e s c o,  h a s 
revealed how Victor Moses has 
been a great help to his side since 
his arrival from Chelsea.

The 30-year-old joined the 
Red and Whites on a season-
long loan from the Blues last 

taken up that option and are 
expected to pay Chelsea 4.5m 
euros for the services of  the 
Nigerian international.

Victor Moses will  join 
Spartak Moscow permanently 
after a successful loan spell. 
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par tak Moscow have 

Scompleted the permanent 
signing of  former Super 

Eagles winger Victor Moses 
from Chelsea.

Moses spent last season on 
loan at the Otkritie Arena, with 
Spartak having the option to 
take him permanently should he 

rsenal manager, Mikel 

AArteta, still believes 
t h e y  c a n  s e c u r e 

European football for next 
season.

The Gunners picked up a 
win over Crystal Palace on 
Wednesday, moving into 9th 
spot in the league.

Depending on results in 
other games, Arsenal could 
sneak into 7th spot and claim a 
Europa Conference League 
spot.

Arteta said at full time: “We 
found a way to win. For a big 
part of  the game we were in 
total control and playing the 
way we wanted to play.

“Once we conceded we lost 
control and started to give balls 
away and started to panic.

“We allowed them to play 
long balls, corners, free-kicks 
and against Palace that's a 
dangerous game. We were in 
trouble.

“We improved with our 
c h a n c e s  a n d  G a b b y 

[Martinelli] managed to score 
a very important goal.

“We will keep fighting right 
up to the last day, if  someone 
s a i d  i n  N o v e m b e r  o r 
December [a European finish] 
it looked impossible but we've 
been on a strong run these past 
six months and we deserve a 
chance to be there on the final 
day.”

u t g o i n g  W e s t 

OBromwich Albion 
m a n a g e r ,  S a m 

Allardyce, has revealed why 
he's  leaving the Premier 
League relegated club.

The 66-year-old also blamed 

the press for pigeon-holing him 
as a manager with negative 
tactics.

Speaking after Wednesday's 
l o s s  t o  We s t  B r o m w i c h 
Albion, Allardyce said: “For 
me it is a long term prospect for 

somebody more than me. I am 
as you always say a man that 
comes and saves a club, a man 
who is short term. I am happy 
with that. That is my life for the 
last few years.

“I think it needs someone to 

take the club by the scruff  of  
the net and take them up. I 
t h a n k  t h e  c l u b  f o r  t h e 
opportunity to stay and I'd like 
to thank the fans cheering us 
on.”

He added: “I haven't been 

more than that [a firefighter] 
for the last six or seven years 
because that is all you lot talk 
about.

“If  you thought that was 
long ball today then somebody 
is deluded.

“I have made that decision, a 
very difficult decision to make 
on the basis of  what West 

Brom. I didn't expect to come 
here to be talking about this, I 
expected to come here talking 
to you with a chance of  staying 
up with a game or two to go.

“I am my own man. That is 
who I am. Very generous and 
very flattered they wanted me 
to stay,” Allardyce said.

summer for his sixth spell away 
from the Stamford Bridge outfit.

T h e  f o r m e r  N i g e r i a 
international has continued to 
prove his worth at the club, 
helping them to their current 
second spot on the league table.

The Russian side have now 

illarreal has been handed Va major injury boost 
ahead of  their Europa 

L e a g u e  f i n a l  c l a s h  w i t h 
Manchester United on May 26 in 
Poland.

Chukwueze ' s  in jur y  was 
expected to keep him out for a 
month, which would have ruled 
him out of  the Europa League 
final against Man United next 
week.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
international was pictured in 
training Thursday morning with 
the rest of  the Villarreal team.

Chukwueze also shared some 
pictures of  himself  in training on 
his Instagram stories.

He wrote, “It was a morning 
training session today for the 
Yellows!

Chukwueze's return to training 
comes after Villarreal manager, 
Unai Emery, disclosed that the 
player is a doubt for their LaLiga 
clash against Real Madrid on 
Saturday.

Emery, however, confirmed the 
21-year-old could feature against 
Man United.

ergio Aguero is expected 

Sto arrive in Barcelona 
s o o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o 

reports.
The Argentine is thought to 

be the perfect complement to 
his close friend Lionel Messi, 
and given he'll be arriving on a 
free transfer from Manchester 
City the club saw it as a no-
brainer. His salary is expected 
to be €5m per season.

That's a 58.3% reduction in 
salary compared to the €12m 
he earns at City, but the 
Argentine forward is arriving 
i n  C a t a l o n i a  a f t e r  a 
complicated season from a 

personal standpoint.
He's suffered injuries to 

both his thigh and his knee, not 
to mention a bout of  covid-19, 
and has played just  682 
m i n u t e s  i n  1 8  g a m e s , 
contributing four goals and an 

Moses completes Spartak Moscow permanent move
for 4.5m euros

We deserve chance
to be there on final
day - Arteta

Sergio Aguero to
earn €5m per season
at Barcelona

assist.
T h e 

last time 
he didn't 
hit double 
figures was 
his first season 
w i t h  A t l e t i c o 
Madrid

Despite that, Aguero 
will always be considered 
a legend at City. He's the 
club's top scorer with 181 
goals and scored the last-
minute winning goal 
against QPR back in 2012 
that earned the club the 
first league title of  the 
modern era.

Back in Spain, where his 
European career began, and 
beside his great friend Messi, 
he's got a point to prove.

Why I'm leaving West Brom – Allardyce

New Director of Sports, Imo Sports Council,  Mrs. Henrietta Ngozi Agbaere, 
flanked by Imo Sports Writers' Association  of Nigeria (SWAN) Chairman, 

Chief Everest Ezihe, (in suit) and other members of the group after a courtesy 
visit and facility tour of the Dan Anyiam Stadium, Thursday. Photo: Afam Echi

Renovated structure of the Indoor Sports Complex at the Dan 
Anyiam Stadium, Owerri

Olympic size swimming pool under construction at the Dan Anyiam 
Stadium Owerri. Contractor has promised to deliver in three months.

Villarreal get major boost
ahead Man Utd clash

Moses

AgueroAgueroAguero

Arteta
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game and CAF awarded 
Nigeria two goals and two 
p o i n t s . 

It must also have to be 
pointed out that while Okala 
manned the post for Nigeria, 
the Eagles were never at any 
time cowed by the Lions aura 
even as they were never 
swallowed by the “King of  
the jungle". Look at it: The 
f i r s t  t im e  N ige r i a  a nd 
Cameroon met  was  on 
January 22, 1975 in a friendly 
out ing  a t  the  Nat ional 
Stadium, Surulere, Lagos. 
Okala was in goal  and 
Nigeria won, 1 - 0. The 
second was during the third 
edition of  the All Africa 
Games in Algiers. Okala, of  
course, was the goalkeeper 
and it ended in non score 
draw on July 17, 1978. 
Again, on February 2, 1980, 
Okala was the shot stopper in 
a friendly encounter against 
Cameroon and it ended 0 - 0 
as it was his last outing for 
Nigeria. Whether in club or 
national team assignment, 
O k a l a  n e v e r  l o s t  t o 
C a m e r o o n . 

However, the moment 

bviously, Emmanuel 

OOkala qualifies to be 
rated as the best 

goalkeeper ever to have come 
out of  Nigeria. But curent 
football followers who never 
saw him in action might 
argue this point on the 
account that he never won 
the CAF Champions League 
and never played in the 
World Cup - former Enyimba 
g o a l k e e p e r ,  V i n c e n t 
Enyeama achieved these 
glorious feats! Does that 
make him Nigeria's all time 
best goalkeeper? It is a 
discussion for another day. 

Dramatically, Okala made 
his debut on November 11, 
1972 in a friendly encounter 
against Tanzania in Lagos. 
He came in as a substitute, 
taking over from Essien Eyo 
in the game Eagles won 3-2. 
That match was absolutely 
dramatic because on March 
8, 1980 when Nigeria filed 
out for the first game in her 
N a t i o n s  C u p  g l o r i o u s 
campaign, Eagles opponent 
was Tanzania who lost 3-1 
with fantastic Muda Lawal, 
d a n g e r m a n  I f e a n y i 
Onyedika and mathematical 

Segun Odegbami on scorers' 
s h e e t . 

In all Okala was in goal for 
Nigeria 53 t imes and he 
conceded 30 goals. He led the 
Eagles in exceptional 33 wins. 
Historically, Okala forced out 
tears from Ghanaians fans eyes 
when he inspired the Eagles to 
a 1 - 2 triumph over the then 
almighty Black Stars in Accra 
on August 24, 1975. An away 
game specialist, Okala stood 
like the Rock of  Gibraltar in 
the excr uciat ing Afr ican 
Nations Cup qualifier against 
Congo in Brazzaville and 
N i g e r i a  r e c o r d e d  a n 
astonishing 0-1 victory. Recall 
that at that time Congo was 
one of  the best teams in Africa 
as it had represented the 
continent in the World Cup 
Finals. A goalkeeper with an 
amazing conf idence and 
agility, Tunisian football fans 
and s takeholders  a lmost 
stoned Okala in Kumasi on 
March 16, 1978 during a 
Nations Cup encounter. Okala 
frustrated all their efforts at 
scoring a goal in that epic but 
bitter game. Meanwhile Baba 
Otu Muhammad had put 
N i g e r i a  i n t o  t h e  l e a d . 
Frustrated and devastated, the 
Tunisians walked out of  the 

Okala retired, Cameroon 
started making a mince of  
Nigeria. First was in the 
Nations Cup final in 1984 in 
Cote d'Ivoire where Eagles 
lost to the Lions 1-3, leading 
to the other agonizing defeats 
in Nations Cup final games 
in 1988, 1990 and 2000. But 
Nigeria won in 1992 (third 
place), Tunisia 2002 (quarter 
final match) 2019 (quarter 
final) while drawing Algiers 
9 0  g r o u p  g a m e . 

In Rangers, Okala, the 
tallest man ever to have 
played for Nigeria - he stands 
at six feet six inches, taller 
than Nwankwo Kanu who 
stands at six feet five inches - 
lifted the Federation Cup 
three consecutive seasons of  
1974, 75 and 76. All the three 
years were quite symbolic in 
many respects to wit: the 
1974 Federation Cup glory 
was Dominic Eziani's last 
off icial  performance as 
Rangers captain as Christian 
Chukwu succesded him and 
the victory was against 
Mighty Jets  of  Jos,   a 
Northern side. In 1975, Ogidi 
Ibeabuchi headed home the 

have a feel of  the moment 
and urged him to warn up to 
replace Best Ogedegbe who 
had been very outstanding. 
B u t  t h e  E a g l e s  t e a m 
manager, Cudjoe Alakija 
halted and overruled that 
decision. It did not take 
anything away from Okala. 

At club level, Okala's sad 
moment was on December 9, 
1975 when Rangers fell on 
the aggregate of  2-1 Hafia of  
Guinea in the final of  the 
CAF Champions League in 
Lagos. On the national plane, 
Oka la  s t i l l  r eg re t s  the 
unfortunate November 12, 
1977 last World Cup qualifier 
where Tunisia, via an own 
g o a l  f r o m  s t r o n g m a n 
Godwin Odiye, stopped 
Nigeria from qualifying for 
t h e  1 9 7 8  M u n d i a l  i n 
A r g e n t i n a . 

It was a colourful and 
glorious career for Okala 
who is today a Senior Adviser 
to Governor Willie Obiano 
o f  A n a m b r a  S t a t e .

Happy birthday the tallest 
player ever to have come out 
of  Nigeria, Emma Okala!

winner  aga ins t 
Shooting Stars, a 
We s t e r n  t e a m . 
A n d  i n  1 9 7 6 , 
Rangers stopped 
Alyufsalam Rocks 
p a r a d i n g  a l l 
Ghanaian players 
in the final. It was 
Chimezie Ngadi's 
brace that did the 
magic.  It  is  on 
record that Rocks 
from Ilorin had 
beaten Sharks of  
Por t  Harcour t , 
Mighty Jets and 
Shooting Stars en 
route to the final 
against Ranges but 
O k a l a  n e v e r 
allowed them to 
s c o r e  a  g o a l ! 

It is imperative 
to note that Okala 
was in goal for the 
then high flying 
Antelopes when 
they  l i f t ed  the 
Premier League 
title back - to - back 
in 1974 and 1975. 
As a matter of  fact, the skills 
of  Okala were both magical 
and fantastic when Rangers 
won the CAF Confederation 
Cup in 1977. In the eventful 
semi final game between 
Rangers and Shooting Stars 
decided in Kaduna on a one 
l e g  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  t h e 
encounter was dragged into 
penalty shootout. Okala 
saved Best Ogedegbe's kick 
and scored his to give the 
Enugu based team the day. 

A mysterious goalkeeper, 
Okala started with a friendly 
g a m e  i n  1 9 7 2  a g a i n s t 
Tanzania and ended equally 
with a friendly encounter in 
1 9 8 0 . 

Okala's football story will 
g r o s s ly  b e  i n c o m p l e t e 
without  the  asking the 
q u e s t i o n :  w hy  wa s  h e 
omitted in the 1976 Nations 
Cup Finals in Ethiopia when 
he was fit? Two, it must   also 
be noted that on the final day 
of  1980 Nations Cup  against 
Algeria, the coach, Otto 
Gloria,  towards the dying 
minutes, wanted Okala to 
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Emma Okala at 70 and a return from amnesia! 
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things you shouldn't
say during sex! 
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if you are Asthmatic


