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igeria is touted as one of  

Nthe richest and naturally 
endowed countries of  the 

world. At no cost nature smiled on 
us with everything we require to 
attain greatness. Nigeria's inability 
to develop does not stem from lack 
of  resources as suffered by many but 
as a result of  our inability to use the 
huge resources at our disposal.

It is surprising that many nations 
n o t  s o  b l e s s e d ;  s u f f e r i n g  
environmental challenges such as 
rocky and mountainous Japan have 
been able to overcome such 
impediments launching themselves 
into global reckoning. But Nigeria is 
still struggling with self-inflicted 
wounds of  survival.

Meeting the basic needs of  
existence has been a major challenge 

st
of  the government. In a 21  century 
world where people are going to 
other planets and competing in hi-
tech exploits, the country is groping 
unable to provide foods, affordable 
housing or industrialize the state to 
provide jobs for the teeming 
unemployed youths roaming the 
land.

From every geographical part of  
the nation lands abound in sufficient 
quantity to provide all of  this. In the 
sixties, the Eastern region was rated 
among the fastest growing economy 
of  the world ranking higher than the 
present Asian tigers that have 
become the rave of  the moment in 
economic development.

Their strength was focused on 
agriculture especially palm produce 
which earned the region huge 
revenue. Today same palm seeds are 
still there, the lands abound and yet 
the country still strongly dependent 
on oil economy while Malaysia that 
picked seeds from Nigeria to do its 
palm business is now on top of  a 
people that supported it. 

The period the nation focused on 
the use of  its land agriculture soared 
and so were the west and north of  
the country making positive impact. 
The cocoa business flourished in the 
West while the groundnut pyramids 
made waves in the north. The mid-

west then and present Delta/Edo 
thrived in rubber. All of  these 
products have not gone into 
extinction yet the country is 
bleeding. Is there a curse, one is 
tempted to query.

Most of  our cities are dotted with 
shanties most times unfit for human 
habitation. There are lands to build 
houses. The governments are 
constantly budgeting for housing 
projects and promising so much but 
are hardly realized. It is all noise and 
no action leaving one to wonder the 
level of  concern of  the government 
for the people.

The closest massive housing 
project by any federal government 
which was short-lived was the 
housing project of  the Shagari era 
which the National Party of  Nigeria 
(NPN) then sought to build 2000 
low cost housing units in each state 
yearly. The success recorded did not 
go beyond one year and that is the 
end of  the story.

If  that program and others like it 
were sustained and not messed up 
by the political class the housing 
problem in the country would have 
received some good measure of  
attention.

Aside from the above, lands 
abound in good quantity for 
industrializing the nation and by 
extension providing jobs. The 
unemployment  s i tua t ion  i s  
receiving a boost because of  the 
layoff  of  workers arising from failed 
industries which the current 
governments could not sustain. 

It is important for the people to 
raise queries to their leaders on what 
has been happening to the annual 
allocations to agriculture, housing 
and industry the totality of  which 
ought to improve well-being

News Echo wishes to challenge the 
federal and state governments to re-
strategize on improving the overall 
welfare of  its citizens with a view to 
improving living and reducing 
hardship. This is the reason for their 
existence. Nigerian governors can 
do better and should cease seeing 
things only from the prism of  
politics and selfishness
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Govt's ineffective use of land 
for agriculture, housing and 
industrial development
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n a book entitled social Idecay written by Samuel 
Horton, he had written, 

“that in any given society, that 
changes take place and that 
such changes may not be 
noticed until that had assumed 
a larger dimension.” Today, in 
our Igbo society, there have 
been so many changes taking 
place within Igbo culture 
without our taking proper note 
of  such changes. In one area of  
our culture, so many changes 
are taking place.

 For example, the Igbo ethnic 
group in terms of  marriage 
believes in endogamy of  
marriage rather  than in 
exogamy. That is to say, the Igbo 
tribe practices the system of  
men and women largely 
marrying from their ethnic 
group. For example, since I 
belong to three generational 
trends, now, I have been privy to 
so many changes in our culture 
(the Igbo culture)

When time was time, I grew 
up to observe at least three 
practices in our marriage 
culture. In the first place, many 
years ago, parents particularly 
fathers including mothers in 
some instances, traverse so 
many communities, towns and 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

villages looking for a suitable 
lady for their sons to marry. 
Then and only then, it was the 
responsibility of  the father to 

identify a suitable lady for his 
son to marry. 

In the process, the father may 
send messages to women from 
their community married either 

far or near community. The 
assignment-would include, 
“Please, I am looking for a 
suitable lady for my son to 
marry. Such a prospective wife 
to be should be from a very good 
family without any trace of  
biological contingent sickness 
or disease including short life 
span: no history of  stealing or 
robbing behavior and other 
things that maybe excluded.” 

With such information 
distributed amongst those 
mar r i ed  in  nea r  o r  f a r  
communities, they would begin 
a process of  searching for a 
suitably qualified person for the 
marriage. It may take time, 
sometimes days, months, weeks 
or even years before positive 
results could emerge. 

Once a particular lady has 
been identified, it becomes the 
responsibility of  the mother or 
father of  the prospective 
h u s b a n d  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  
particular young man that, “We 
have found you a wife.” Once 
this happens, it becomes the 
responsibility of  the parents to 
use all techniques and strategies 
to ensure that their son sees his 
prospective wife so as to 
approve. 

It must 
b e  
mentione
d that the 

practice of  imposing 
a lady on their son whether or 
not he likes the prospective 
wife was rampant. Because 
neither boys nor ladies had 
the rights to decide whom to 
marry once parents have 
given approval. The belief  
then and only then was that 
the prospective wife is coming 
to be a wife to the entire 
family. What the boy does is 
to supervise and control the 
lady. Once the man has given 
approval whether or not he 
approves of  the personality of  
his prospective wife, marriage 
process begins. 

In some communities such 
as Orlu, Mbaise, Mbano & 
Etiti such a process may be 
protracted including different 
t ragedies  o f  ceremony 
including first wine carrying, 
second wine carrying wine, 
third wine carrying and final 
wine carrying. Sometimes, if  
there is need to shorten the 
process several stages may be 
combined.

When time was time, the 
practice of  the girl visiting her 
prospective husband's family 
was necessary. Many years 
ago, this practice of  visiting 
may be broken into three. 
That was the time when the 
prospective wife's domestic 
behaviour was observed such 
as: how she eats, how she 
talks, how she interacts, 
whether or not she knows 
how to sweep the compound 
and in the extreme side, how 
to go to the stream to fetch 
water, etc. 

Honestly, marriage process 
then and only then was very 
demanding and protracting. 
Then and only then, marriage 
required patience, tolerance 
and persevering on both sides. 
Today in our modern time, 
the practice has taken a 
drastic technological change. 
In our modern marriage 
practice, a lot of  things have 
changed. Visiting practice, 
observations and monitoring 
and many other things have 
been overtaken in the modern 
time.

Today, it is very common 
for a boy to identify one to 
marry, before the parents 
know, she must have visited 
the boy several times.

*Now to the issue of  why 
today's ladies are scared to 
marry * there are many 
reasons for that. This will be 
discussed in the next edition.

Tortoise 
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Why do today's ladies feel 
reluctant to marry?

‘

‘

‘

‘

‘'It must be mentioned that the practice of 
imposing a lady on their son whether or not he 
likes the prospective wife was rampant. 
Because neither boys nor ladies had the rights to 
decide whom to marry once parents have given 
approval. The belief then and only then was 
that the prospective wife is coming to be a wife 
to the entire family. What the boy does is to 
supervise and control the lady. Once the man 
has given approval whether or not he approves 
of the personality of his prospective wife, 
marriage process begins. In some communities 
such as Orlu, Mbaise, Mbano & Etiti such a 
process may be protracted including different 
stages of ceremony including first wine 
carrying, second wine carrying wine, third 
wine carrying and final wine carrying. 
Sometimes, if there is need to shorten the 
process several stages may be combined.''

Igbo Traditional Marriage Ceremony, “Igbankwu” and this beautiful girl takes her turn. Why do some girl now refuse marriage?



Barely a year as the Executive 
Director, (Publications) of  
Announcer Express in Owerri, 
his Umuanyi Autonomous 
Community, Uturu was created 
b y  t h e  O r j i  U z o r  K a l u  
Government in Umuahia. On 
April 16, 2001, Uwadiegwu 
Ogbonnaya was beckoned home 
to be OJIM I of  Umuanyi and got 
Staff  of  Office on July 19, 2001. 
His Umuanyi Uturu Community 
is the host community of  the Abia 
State University, Uturu where his 
two class mates at St. Augustine 
Grammar School Nkwerre, all 
from Abia State, Professor Mkpa 
Agu Mkpa and Professor Uche 
Eleazar Ikonne have been Vice 
Chancellors. Professor Chibuzor 
Ogbuagu VC, 2010-2015, was his 
lecturer in Nsukka in 1975-1976 
sessions as a Graduate Assistant 
in the department of  Political 
Science. Political Science was 
Uwadiegwu Ogbonnaya's elective 
c o u r s e  w h i l e  a  M a s s  
Communication major.

Even as a Traditional Ruler, 
Eze Ogbonnaya enrolled for his 
Masters Degree Programme in 
Mass Communication in Imo 
State University, Owerri, 2001-
2003. He has remained faithful to 
the course of  his Umuanyi 
Autonomous Community in the 
past 20 years with all the 
challenges of  traditional rulership 
in Igboland.

A scholar of  Comparative 
Religion with specialization in 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam 
(all from Abraham's bossom), 
Eze Ogbonnaya goes to the 
Gregory University and Abia 
State University all in Uturu to 
impar t  h i s  knowledge  o f  
Journalism to the younger 
generation. Married to Ugoeze 
Chinyere Ogbonnaya (Nee 
N wo k o n k wo  f r o m  L owa ,  
Ihitte/Uboma, Imo State) a 
retired educationist, the marriage 
is blessed with children.

E z e  D r .  U w a d i e g w u  
Ogbonnaya, is putting together 
his memoirs/autobiography 
which he prays God will be ready 
this year. 

The Ojim I of  Umuanyi 
Autonomous  Communi ty,  
Uturu, Abia State, is the 
Chairman, Isuikwuato (LGA) 
Traditional Rulers Advisory 
Council, member of  the Abia 
State Council of  Traditional 
Rulers and Secretary, Abia North 
(Senatorial Zone) Council of  
Ndieze.

His Majesty Eze Ogbonnaya 
was a pioneer Governing Council 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G r e g o r y  
University, Uturu (2012-2016) 
with Engr. Ebele Okeke as 
Chairman. He is also the 
Chairman of  the Governing 
Board of  the Brethren College of  
Theology, Umuahia an affiliate of  
the Ashland University, Ohio, 
USA.

Orkar Coup (April 22, 1990) in 
Dodan Barracks, FRCN Ikoyi 
Lagos, the trial at the Kofo 
Abayomi Brigade of  Guards and 
their execution at the Kirikiri 
Prisons execution ground in 
Lagos July, 1990.

After 10 years with Concord 
Newspaper where Uwadiegwu 
Ogbonnaya still says that Chief  
MKO Abiola was the best 
employer he ever had, he resigned 
and became the first and only 
editor of  Arthur Nzeribe's 
SPECTATOR NEWSPAPERS 
along Okigwe Road, 1991-1993. 
Still moving on with life, 
Uwadiegwu Ogbonnaya joined 
the  Champion  Group  o f  
Newspapers in 1996 as Deputy 
Editor of  the NATIONAL POST 
NEWSPAPER off  Okigwe Road 
w i t h  M b a d i w e  D e c l a n  
Emelumba as the Editor.

 He left in 2000 and teamed up 
with Late Nze Joe Anyama, 
Victor Alozie, Hon. ThankGod 
Ezeani of  Uzzi Ideato North to 
f l o a t  t h e  A N N O U N C E R  
EXPRESS NEWSPAPERS, 
Okigwe Road, Owerri. It is still a 
surviving City Newspaper in 
Owerri since the past 20 years. 
Mbadiwe is now Commissioner 
for Information and Strategy with 
his  f r iend,  Senator  Hope 
Uzodinma as Governor of  Imo 
State. Victor Alozie left to be the 
f o u n d i n g  H O D  o f  M a s s  
Communication, Department, 
Federal Polytechnic Nekede, 
Owerri.

Newspapers as first Chief  
Correspondent in the Old Imo 
State capital Owerri. His stories 
always rattled civil and military 
governors in Owerri beginning 
with Dee Sam Mbakwe who got 
the  n ickname “Weeping  
Governor” from Uwadiegwu 
O g b o n n a y a ' s  r e p o r t  a t  
Ndiegoro Aba where Mbakwe 
wept for flood victims and 
neg lec t  o f  I gbo land  by  
s u c c e s s i v e  F e d e r a l  
Governments. Mike Awoyinfa, 
Bode and Olu Akindeles, Jake 
Orife were other pioneer Chief  
Correspondents with him in 
1980 with Dele Giwa, Doyin 
Abiola, Duro Onabule, and 
Innocent Oparadike were at the 
top editorial positions among 
others.

On his 32nd Birthday on 
30/10/1983, Sam Mbakwe 
appointed him Secretary of  the 
Zonal  Educat ion Board,  
Okigwe preparatory to possible 
contest of  the Okigwe North 
Federal Constituency in 1987 
on the platform of  the Nigerian 
People's Party, NPP. He went 
back to CPN in January 1984, 
after the Buhari Coup of  
December 31, 1983 and was 
Judicial Correspondent, Lagos, 
Imo Community Concord 
Editor, Owerri (1986-1989). 
Deputy News Editor, Lagos 
(1989) and finally Defence 
Editor, Lagos. As Defence 
Editor, he covered the Gideon 

Founder of  Living Christ Mission 
and Hezekiah University, Umudi, 
Imo State, and Rtd, (A.I.G) 
Emmanuel Ezezue from Nanka, 
Anambra State.

Posted to Ondo State as Youth 
Corper in 1978, Eze Ogbonnaya 
served with the Ondo State Radio, 
Oba-Ile Akure (1978-1979) Present 
Ekiti State was part of  Ondo State 
where almost every village then was 
said to have produced a Professor 
and uncountable number of  
Doctorate Degree holders, yet the 
first secondary school in Ekitiland 
was Christ School, Ado-Ekiti 
founded in 1935. In Ondo, he 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a n d  c o v e r e d  
assignments involving, Michael 
Ajasin, Akin Omoboriowo, Rufus 
Ogunlade, GB Akinyede, Ade 
Adefarati, etc. in the build up to the 
1979 elections with UPN of  
Obafemi Awolowo as the dominant 
party in the State.

He took up a job at NTA, 
Channel 6, Aba, on 1st September, 
1979 under the famous Mazi A.E. 
Ukonu as General Manager. He 
had four other appointments at the 
same time. These days, university 
graduates remain unemployed for 
10 years after graduation. The other 
j o b s  o f f e r e d  h i m  i n c l u d e ;  
appointment, as lecturer in IMT, 
Enugu, Daily Times Newspaper, 
Lagos, Ministry of  Information, 
Owerri, etc.

With mouth-watering offers from 
Chief  MKO Abiola, Uwadiegwu 
Ogbonnaya, became a founding 
staff  of  defunct Concord Group of  

t was the renowned American Ibrain surgeon, William 
Sharpe, in his autobiography 

who wrote that it is good for one 
to discover his talent early in life 
and where it is pursued, there is 
bound to be success. So it can be 
said of  His Majesty, Eze Dr. 
Uwadiegwu C. Ogbonnaya, the 
Veteran Journalist, Historian, 
Mass Communication Scholar, 
who is today the Traditional 
Ruler of  Umuanyi Autonomous 
Community, Uturu, Abia State. 
His interest in journalism started 
in Primary School when he used 
to buy THE LEADER, a 
R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  
N E W S PA P E R  o f  O we r r i  
Diocese at 2 penny per week from 
1962.

Born on October 30, 1951 in the 
then rural Umuanyi Community, 
Uturu in the Isuikwuato Local 
Government Area of  Abia State, 
he has seen it all as a journalist, 
education administrator, Biafran 
ranger, infantry and intelligence 
p e r s o n n e l ,  n e w s p a p e r  
correspondent, editor/proprietor, 
Mass Communication lecturer, 
etc. By the grace of  God, the 
Elohim of  Israel, Yahweh, he was 
20 years on the throne as Ojim I of  
Umuanyi on April 16, 2021.

A product of  Holy Cross 
School, Uturu, 1957-1964; 
Aquinas Secondary School, Osu 
Mbano,  1965-1967,  Niger  
Grammar School, Port-Harcourt, 
1967, Annunciation Secondary 
School, Isuikwuato, 1970-1971, 
St. Augustine's Grammar School, 
Nkwerre, 1972-1973, University 
of  Nigeria, Nsukka, 1975-1978, 
Imo State University, Owerri 
2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 3 .  H e  h o l d s  a n  
Honorary Doctorate Degree in 
Literature, (D.Litt from the 
Ashland University, Ohio, USA).

While in Class III in 1967, the 
Nigeria Biafra war broke out on 
6/7/1967, the young Uwadiegwu 
O g b o n n a y a  j o i n e d  h i s  
compatriots and enlisted into the 
Biafran Army at 16 years as a 
teenage soldier on 12th February, 
1968.

He saw action in various sectors 
both as an Infantry (combatant), 
R a n g e r  ( G u e r r i l l a )  a n d  
Intelligence personnel in Biafra's 
15th Division under Colonel 
Lambert Ohanehi, until January 
12, 1970 when the war ended. 
Some 3 million Biafrans lost their 
l ives  whi le  the  so -ca l l ed  
International Community was 
looking the other way.

Going back to school in March 
1970, Uwadiegwu Ogbonnaya 
o b t a i n e d  h i s  WA S C  a t  
Annunciation Secondary School, 
Isuikwuato, 1971, H.Sc at St. 
Augustine's Grammar School, 
Nkwerre 1973. Some of  his mates 
in Nkwerre include: Professor 
Mkpa Agu Mkpa, Professor Uche 
Ikonne (Past Vice Chancellors of  
Abia State University, Uturu), 
Rev. Professor Daddy Hezekiah, 

By Chinyere Nwaneri 
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Chieftaincy 
His Majesty Eze Uwadiegwu Ogbonnaya: 20 years 
of a media icon on a royal throne

Ogbonnaya
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Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
edding is the most 

Wimportant event in 
everyone's life. This is 

the reason women want to make it 
more special with their elegant 
attire. 

Everyone wants to make it 
unique by including different 
types of  unique things like attire, 
luxuries amongst others. 

Usually, more attention is 
given to the bride's gown than the 
groom's outfit. But the groom's 
wear for the day is equally 
important, and so much attention 
needs to be given to that too. 

While you choose which one 

will fit you, the quality, style and 
size cannot be overlooked. 

Usually, men choose Kaftan 
or Agbada or even wrapped Kente 
outfit for the traditional married. 

Today, we want to get you 
inspired with all the stunning 
Agbada outfits men wear at their 
traditional wedding. 

They e i ther  wear  white 
apparel with a touch of  their 
wife's Kente or go for the colour 
for the occasion. 

If  you are a groom-to-be, here 
are some Agbada ideas for your 
big day. 

Check photos below: 

10 trending Agbada outfit ideas for grooms-to-be 

Read &
advertise in
NEWS ECHO
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because of  his closeness to 
Ikpeazu, but because of  his 
experience in corridor of  
leadership, dating back to 
1998. The news of    death in 
was devastation to the hearts 
of  Ohafia indigenes all over 
the world, meaning that they 
would return to the drawing 
board if  they must realize 
their aim of  governing the 
state. But Abia North, despite 
Ukpai Agwu's death still 
parades powerful politicians 
for the 2023 game. They 
include Dr Uche Ogah, 
Minister of  State for Steel, 
Prof  Greg Ibe of  Gregory 
University,  Chris Odinaka 
Igwe of  Mainland oil  and gas 
of  course Dr Alex Otti, ex-
managing director of  defunct 
Diamond Bank whose  
grandfather hailed from 
Arochukwu.

Whether these politicians 
from Abia North would 
capitalize on the Mben 
Political Assembly (MPA)'s 
already established structure 
to become Governor or not in 
2023 is a matter for another 
day, but it is imperative that if  
not for his sudden death, late 
Agwu would have stood for 
gubernatorial election in 

daughters, including late 
Chief  Agwu to realize their 
political aspirations. The 
MPA in a communiqué 
issued   in December 2019, 
warned of  the consequences 
of  denying Ohafia people the 
governorship after Ikpeazu's 
tenure, adding that qualified 
personalities like the ex-
deputy chief  of  staff,  Ukpai 
and others were well qualified 
in content and character to 
rule Abia. The MPA  went 
ahead to erect large bill 
boards in major cities of  the 
state like Umuahia, Aba, 
O h a f i a  a n d  o n  m a j o r  
highways in the state , with 
the slogan of  "anyi ejikerele", 
meaning, we are ready.  Press 
conferences were also held on 
different occasions by the 
Ohafia group to draw support 
for a Governor of  Ohafia 
extraction in 2023, 

Meanwhile, No individual 
was identified as the major 
sponsor of  the MPA but a 
source suggested that the 
group received support from 
some top businessmen, 
technocrats from the Ohafia 
as well as a top official of  
Abia State Government.  
Agwu, until his death, was 
reckoned as the number nine 
striker from Ohafia, not just 

biggest losers
The late Ukpai Agwu was a 

champion of  power rotation 
in Abia State, no wonder he 
supported Okezie Ikpeazu's 
candidacy in 2015, while 
arguing that the Ukwa-Ngwa 
people deserved to succeed 
the then governor, T. A. Orji. 
His support for power shift to 
Ukwa-Ngwa in 2015 did not 
impress many of  his Abia 
North kinsmen but he 
neutralized the criticism with 
an assurance that power 
would return to another 
political zone of  the state 
after the Ukwa Ngwa must 
have vacated office in 2023. 
This, he believed, would 
properly position the Abia 
North people, especially his 
Ohafia kinsmen for the 
governorship seat, in 2023.

In 2019, a powerful political 
group known as Mben 
Peoples Assembly (MPA) 
declared openly that Ohafia 
clan must succeed Ikpeazu 
when his tenure ends in 2023. 
The group,  backed by 
influential men like Dr Kalu 
idika Kalu, Dr Chidia 
Maduekwe, Barrister Ukpai 
Ukairo and other Ohafia top 
brass was, according to 
impeccable source, to be used 
b y  O h a f i a  s o n s  a n d  

not come to political watchers 
as a surprise, as it was 
understood that Agwu was 
one of  the 'most trusted' men 
in the Ikpeazu government.

From Asaga, the political 
capital of  Ohafia LGA, the 
ex-chief  of  staff  commanded 
enormous inf luence in 
Ikpeazu's cabinet, together 
with the late Dr Solomon 
Ogunji, ex-Commissioner of  
Environment who died 
during covid-19 lockdown in 
2020.  Agwu fought his last 
political fight during the 
campaigns for March 27 bye-
election for Aba North/ Aba 
South Federal Constituency 
seat, vacated by late Hon 
Ossy Prestige. The former 
deputy chief  of  staff  led the 
c h a r ge  t o  m a r k e t  t h e  
c a n d i d a t e  o f  Pe o p l e s  
Democratic Party, (PDP) 
Chimaobi Ebisike  to the Aba 
electorate and the  umbrella  
c a n d i d a t e  e v e n t u a l l y  
triumphed, trashing Hon 
Mascot Uzor Kalu, younger 
brother of  Senator Orji Uzor 
Kalu in an emphatic victory.  
Ukpai, the victorious general 
could not live to savour his 
party's victory, dying two 
days after Ebisike's victory.

Ohafia, Abia North as 

hief  Ukpai Agwu 

CUkpai, until his death 
on March 30, 2021, 

was an enigma inside Abia 
State Government House in 
Umuahia. This is derived 
from the towering personality 
he represented and the 
impeccable styles he handled 
his duties as the Deputy Chief  
of  Staff  to Ikpeazu. He was a 
man who majored in political 
strategies, party loyalty, 
political administration, 
grassroots mobilization, 
policy formulations, and 
above all, deep understanding 
of  Abia State charter of  
equity.

He was also a man whose 
stay in the corridors of  power 
spanned 22 years, ranging 
from the administration of  
Chiefs Orji Uzor Kalu, 
Theodore Orji and later,  
Ikpeazu. But on March 30 
,2021, a shock wave blew in 
government circle and Ohafia 
Udumeze, as the news of  
sudden death of  the  political 
warrior was confirmed.  
Agwu played key roles in 
election and re-election of   
Ikpeazu in 2015 and 2015, 
promoting the governor to 
reward him with the position 
of  Deputy Chief  of  Staff. His 
reappointment in 2019 did 
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Ikpeazu's deputy chief of Staff's death 
and power shift in 2023

Ikpeazu Orji

Continues on Pg. 9
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2023, according to a top PDP top 
brass. The PDP big wig who refused 
to named, said " it is a pity that Ohafia 
and Abia North lost Chief  Ukpai at a 
time like this. You know that he was 
fearless, intelligent and believed in 
equity, which made him work for the 
power shift to Ngwa land in 2015 and 
2019. We lost gem," he sounded in 
regret.

Ukwa-Ngwa will rule beyond 2023 
- Marx Nduaguibe

As the agitation for power shift to 
Abia North, commonly known as 
Old Bende Division intensifies  on 
daily basis, a Professor of  Law and 
leader of  Ukwa-Ngwa clan in Abia 
State , Max Nduaguibe has rubbished 
the claims by the people of  Abia 
North to rule Abia in 2023.  
Nduaguibe rather, pointed out that 
the people of  Ukwa Ngwa should be 
allowed to take another shot at power, 
to complete the period covered by 
their Old Bende counterpart from 
1999 to 2923.

The seasoned Law personality and 
politician who was a special guest at 
Nigeria Union of  Journalists (NUJ), 
Abia State council's world Press 
freedom day lecture series in 
Umuahia recently, made it clear that 
equity demanded that 8 years of  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu's reign 
were not enough as according to him, 
old Bende people received support of  
the Ukwa-Ngwas when their sons 
ruled the state.He concluded that 
nothing was wrong if  sons and 
daughters of  Ukwa-Ngwa vied for 
Abia governorship in 2023. He 
further argued that only two power 
blocs namely, Old Aba and Old 
Bende divisions.

PDP not yet decided on zoning 
in Abia - Tony Ukasoanya

A former chairman of  Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) in Abia, 
Chief  Tony Ukasoanya in his 
intervention on the raging agitations, 
has charged the proponents the 
zoning idea and those against it to 
leave the matter in the hands of  the 
party to decide. Ukasoanya , who is a 
frontline politician of  about 40 yesrs 
experience, noted recently that the 
members of  the PDP and of  course all 
, Abians should be focused much on  
the quality leadership of  the State 
which the PDP , according to him 
,was providing. Ukasoanya said issue 
of  zoning was not the problem to the 
party but how to maintain the steam 
of  quality services to Abians.

This cheating must end in 2023 – 

Isukwuato/ Umunnochi people
Meanwhile, the race for who 

succeeds Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
in 2023 is expected to take a new 
dimension. This postulation is 
d e d u c e d  f r o m  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
marginalization claims by the people 
of  Isukwuato and Umunneochi, who 
believe that all political blocs that 
make up Abia State had taken their 
own slice of  leadership share in the 
state, except them. And for this 
reason, they have assembled the likes 
of  Prof  Greg Ibe, Dr Uche Ogah, 
Chief  Chris Igwe and others as the 
illustrious men to go for the power 
game in 2023. They argue that 
Isukwuato and Umunneochi, despite 
their contributions had never ruled 
the State. Umunneochi people, made 
of  Isuochi, Umuchieze and Nneato 
clans in particular,  some time ago, 
claimed that they would have 
preferred being in Imo  or Anambra 
states where according to them, their 
existence would have received better 
recognition. But the claims of  
marginalization by Isukwuato and 
Umunneochi people  do not interest 
some sound real in the ears of  some 
Abia Central and  Abia South  

politicians, with the  wailers being 
reminded that their son,  Ogah, from 
Onuaku Uturu, Isukwuato had the 
opportunity of  becoming the 
governor twice in 2015 and 2019. 
Though Ogah came third and second 
respectively in 2015 and 2019, his 
candidacy, according to the critics, 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a m p l e  p o l i t i c a l  
opportunity for the Isukwuato-
Umunneochi people which means 
that they should not cry wolf.

2023 is about two years from now 
but calculations are in top gear

 All zones in Abia are laying claims 
to the governorship seat. But the 
death of  the death of  Chief  Ukpai 
Agwu Ukpai is a loss to his zone and 
also a challenge to the school of  
political equity in Abia which was 
established by the former governor of  
the State, Senator Theodore Orji. The 
former deputy chief  of  staff  belonged 
to the Abia State political school of  
rotational governorship, which 
endeared him to those who believed 
in political justice. The Abia South 
politicians are of  the view that power 
must start from their region. 
According to Nnamdi Abialam, a 
political scientist, “even in the village 

Residents crowding the streets

meetings, when contributions are 
organized, it is usually the man or 
woman who took last that normally 
takes first in the second round of  the 
contribution. In other words, Abia 
South took last in the governorship 
elections in Abia State, it is just normal 
and morally abiding to restart the 
rotation from the southern zone”. 

Abialam's point was however 
punctured by Nduka Onyegbula who 
contributed thus; “I think the right 
thing to do is to allow Abia Central to 
produce the next governor. You see, 
nature abhors vacuum. It is illogical 
for power to remain in the South or 
goes to the North. If  you know your 
Geography well, you will understand 
that when a movement finishes, it 
begins the next round, it does not stay 
there. If  power stays in the South or 
goes to the North, then it is no longer 
power shift”. 

In his contribution, an Aba based 
legal practitioner, Ukah Ukah said 
power must return to the North since it 
started there or let it be thrown open 
for all to try their strength. om the 
ruling PDP stable.

... All three zones in Abia want 
power  in 2023

Ibe
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kenze (Dr) George Nkwoji is the 

OTraditional Prime Minster (TPM) 
of  Ulakwo Obube in Owerri North, 

Imo State. He is the publisher of  the 
Nigerian Moment newspaper, an Owerri 
based tabloid. He was the former publicity 
secretary of  the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in Imo State chapter. In 
this chat with our Editor, AFAM ECHI, he 
notes that the South East security outfit 
Ebubeagu has no legal existence

The IRT Unit of the police (the IGP 
team) arrested some vendors in the state 
capi ta l  a l leging  that  they  were 
distributing papers carrying what they 
called anti-state news such as reports on 
the Independent People of  Biafra 
(IPOB). Police authorities in the state 
claimed ignorance of the situation. 
What does that mean to you?
I think it is a continuation of  the fight 
against (IPOB). If  you recall IPOB is not 
the only terrorist organization as defined 
by government in Nigeria. Boko Haram 
and the others have been enjoying news 
headlines and reports on television and 
radio, so one gets surprise when 
government now focuses on the IPOB. 
We want to find out whether the 
government is saying that IPOB should 
not air its views at all even though it is 
banned in Nigeria. But that is not the 
issue. Does it stop them from circulating 
their or publicizing their activities. I think 
that the government is actually getting it 
wrong. If  perhaps they are doing same to 
Boko Haram and other militant groups' 
one would have found reasons over their 
actions now. But singling out IPOB is 
quite baffling.

That action appears peculiar to Imo 
because feelers from around the South 
East, South-South indicated that there 
was no such thing in other states. Why 
do you think that this is localized in Imo 
and which government, state or federal 
do you think is involved in this? 
I wouldn't want to start guessing but the 
police authorities that are doing this 
should know better. If  they concentrate in 
Imo then there must be something special 
in Imo State that is not obtainable in other 
South East states. 

Many people view this as a siege on the 
media. As a publisher of one of the 
tabloids in the state some have expected 
that such actions would have attracted 
immediate comment or response from 
INPA (Imo Newspapers Proprietors 
Association). Why is there no response 
yet?
You don't expect INPA to carry placards 
to show that they are doing something. 
Our executives,  the Chairman in 
particular is doing some work and as I 
speak to you all the vendors except one 
whose publishers is yet to report, all the 
others have been released. And the 
Commissioner of  Police has assured that 
once the publisher reports the remaining 

vendor will be released. Our leadership is 
on top of  it and discussing with the 
relevant authorities. And we are seeing 

results. 
There is a strong suspicion that among 
observers that the state government may 

Residents crowding the streets

be cracking on the media. What has 
fuelled the suspicion is that in the past 
few weeks some editors have been 
harassed from government house over 
some headlines cast, a commissioner 
engaging a presenter in a combative 
a r g u m e n t ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n 
conjunction with the DSS engaging the 
publishers in the state instead of dealing 
with the publishers directly. Do you 
think that the government is desperate? 
All over the world the media operates on a 
platform different from the governments. 
Most often the media is always thought to 
be anti-government which sometimes 
becomes public knowledge. I think that 
what is happening now is all about politics. 
It is known that the director of  DSS, 
invited media owners had a chat with them 
and appealed to us not to blow security 
issues out of  proportion. We heard him 
and we also know that it is not good to 
blow security issues out of  proportion. It is 
an ill wind that blows none any good. But 
coming to whether the government is 
desperate I think I blame that on the 
commissioner. This government has 
appointees. There is a commissioner of  
information whose job schedule is 
concerning the media. If  there is anything 
the work of  the commissioner apart from 
disseminating information should be the 
interface between the government and the 
media. If  he is not doing that and he allows 
the media to be harassed it is his own kettle 
of  fish. But what the government should 
do is that if  it finds that one officer is not 
doing well it should reassign that officer to 
another bit. It is not every commissioner 
that is technically qualified. For instance 
a n y  p e r s o n  c a n  b e  I n f o r m a t i o n 
Commissioner but must not have a 
professional background. It must have to 
do with the Commissioner's way of  doing 
his work. He should come down from that 
his high horse. 

The South East region before now is 
rated by the United Nations as the most 
peaceful region in the country where 
people can come and do business calmly. 
Given the surge of violence in the region 
I doubt if it still enjoys this rating. What 
do you think is happening in the South 
East?    
I don't think that it is only in the South East 
of  Nigeria that we having all these 
violence. The only distinction is that there 
is violence against security organization 
where military formations are being 
attacked, vandalized and officers killed. 
That is a new dimension. Those in the 
security should be able to know the sources 
and why those things are happening. In 
Nigeria, as far as I am concerned what we 
are witnessing now is a complete 
breakdown of  law and order. There is no 
place in Nigeria today in the South East 
where you will need police attention and 
they will answer you. They hardly can 
attend to any distress call now because of  

Ebubeagu is not backed by any 
known law - Nkwoji

‘

‘

‘

‘

‘The sing song now among them is unknown 
government that is government in absentia. For instance 
there is something that happened around Ngor-Okpuala 
LGA, Imo State where a community wants to hold 
election but a group of boys came there and shut 10 
people. The reason for their action according to them is 
that as far as they are concerned Biafra is yet to come. 
This is where the ESN is not good for us. I am not saying 
that they should not exist but I am uncomfortable the 
way they are going about it. It is disturbing. On the 
Ebubeagu, there is no law backing it and we have not 
seen anything in the process to create an enabling law. 
You cannot hold on to something that has no legal 
existence? Compare it with what is happening in the 
South West where their Amotekun is backed by law, 
backed by their governors and their people as well as well 
equipped. Ebubeagu is just on paper and not in reality''

Nkwoji

Continues on Pg. 11
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what is happening. It is a fall out of  what 
is happening in Nigeria especially in the 
north. 

You noted that this is not peculiar to 
Nigeria. If that is the case, what do you 
think that that portends for Nigeria?     
It is anarchy. That is how countries 
dovetail into wars. If  you observe closely 
with all that is happening today, it is all 
about the signs of  a failed state. There is 
no government. There is nothing 
happening, no sign of  governance 
anywhere. It is actually a failed state and 
if  the leaders are not careful, if  the federal 
government is not careful, the situation 
will get out of  hand. 
*The governors it is said are the chief  
security officers of  their state. Given the 
situation at hand, what do you think that 
the South East governors should be doing 
to salvage the situation for its people?
My brother I have always said it that in the 
South East we have a different brand of  
governors unlike in the Southwest or in 
the north. In the South East I want to see 
that governor that won an election on a 
popular mandate.

Are you saying that they did not win 
election?   
I have not seen any of  them that won 
election on popular mandate. All of  them 
work out their victory one way or another. 
This is unlike in the South West where the 
governors actually win their elections. 
This is the reason they owe their 
allegiance to their people and they can 
take decisions just like they are doing 
today. Here in the South East who is that 
governor that can take decision as the 
chief  executive like the man who holds 
the mandate of  the people. There is none 
of  them can do that because they have 
their God fathers elsewhere. They can't 
even open their mouth to say anything 
anyhow. We have a different class of  
governors here. Imagine the Abia State 
governors stating that they are going to 
place 2000 Miyetti Allah members in 
their security network so that they can be 
part and parcel of  the local vigilante. 
Should that be the idea of  someone 
holding the mandate of  the people? You 
can't take such people serious. When they 
are governors doing something we know, 
but when they are going to please their 
masters we also know.

One of the social activists, a popular 
columnist and lecturer Prof Protus 
Uzorma has been incarcerated for weeks 
without being charged. People are 
asking questions? What is your view 
about that?
Well I might not know what led to the 
detention but you should understand that 
social activists who speak up against the 
government, media practitioners are 
usually detained by the police. So it is not 
strange that he is being held. But it doesn't 
mean I support those holding him. 

But the law frowns at incarcerating 

anybody for so long and restricting his 
freedom? 
It is quite unfortunate. Like what I said 
earlier on there is complete breakdown of  
law and order. The police is not working, 

if  you go to any of  them they tell you that 
they are not working. The judiciary is on 
strike. If  they want to charge him to court, 
which court, when they are not sitting for 
months now. These are the issues and it is 

Residents crowding the streets

affecting every person.

You were once the Imo State Publicity 
Secretary of  APGA and election is 
coming up in November in Anambra. 
What do you think is the fate of APGA 
there as a party in power. Do you think it 
will retain their seat?  
I think APGA lost the opportunity to build 
and expand in 2019 election when the 
leadership sold out. Is it the same 
leadership that is in charge up to today that 
is going to make a difference? I don't see 
them changing their character. They can 
always sell out as usual. Anambra is the 
only state hosting APGA, so it is easier for 
them to now wipe away APGA because 
once the party loses Anambra that is the 
end. No person will waste time struggling 
to retain the party when it has lost ground 
in other South East States. As far as I am 
concerned it will be difficult winning the 
state. 

The  South  Eas t  gover nors  have 
established Ebubeagu security outfit 
while the Eastern Security Network, an 
offshoot of the IPOB was in existence 
earlier. What are the implications of the 
groups for security in the South East? Do 
you foresee conflict or performance?  
Well let me tell you, the ESN may sound 
good but in reality they are doing a lot of  
damages. There are some social deviants 
that are capitalizing on the existence of  
E S N  t o  c a u s e  m ay h e m  i n  s o m e 
communities. For instance in some 
communities there are attempts to hold 
election but the boys are frustrating it 
because they will tell you that there is not 
going to be election in Igbo land until 
Biafra comes. The sing song now among 
them is unknown government that is 
government in absentia. For instance there 
is something that happened around Ngor-
Okpuala LGA, Imo State where a 
community wants to hold election but a 
group of  boys came there and shut 10 
people. The reason for their action 
according to them is that as far as they are 
concerned Biafra is yet to come. This is 
where the ESN is not good for us. I am not 
saying that they should not exist but I am 
uncomfortable the way they are going 
about it. It is disturbing. On the Ebubeagu, 
there is no law backing it and we have not 
seen anything in the process to create an 
enabling law. You cannot hold on to 
something that has no legal existence? 
Compare it with what is happening in the 
South West where their Amotekun is 
backed by law, backed by their governors 
and their people as well as well equipped. 
Ebubeagu is just on paper and not in 
reality

What is your advice to the Igbo on 
security?    
Every Igbo man should be vigilant just like 
during the civil war. Like it is said that he 
who is surrounded by his enemies should 
not slumber nor sleep.
Thank you. 

...It'll be difficult for APGA to retain 
Anambra

‘

‘

‘

‘

‘'I have not seen any of them that won election on popular 
mandate. All of them work out their victory one way or 
another. This is unlike in the South West where the 
governors actually win their elections. This is the reason 
they owe their allegiance to their people and they can take 
decisions just like they are doing today. Here in the South 
East who is that governor that can take decision as the 
chief executive like the man who holds the mandate of the 
people. There is none of them can do that because they 
have their God fathers elsewhere. They can't even open 
their mouth to say anything anyhow. We have a different 
class of governors here. Imagine the Abia State governors 
stating that they are going to place 2000 Miyetti Allah 
members in their security network so that they can be part 
and parcel of the local vigilante. Should that be the idea of 
someone holding the mandate of the people? You can't 
take such people serious. When they are governors doing 
something we know, but when they are going to please 
their masters we also know.''

Nkwoji
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Town Union and 
Council of  Elders of  
Atani community in 

Ogbaru Local Government 
Area of  Anambra otherwise 
referred to as Ndi-Ichie Atani, 
has dismissed as baseless and 
malicious the allegation by 
one Chijioke Mbanefo who 
pointed accusing fingers to 
the Chairman of  Ogbaru Lo-
cal Government Area, Mr. 
Arinzechukwu Awogu and 
the traditional ruler of  Atani 
Community, Igwe Azuka 
Ngoddy to the death of  one 
Egbunna Mbanefo who died 
at a building site in Atani on 
April.

News Echo gathered that 
Chijioke Mbanefo, in an on-
line publication dated April 
29, 2021 by ‘Nigerian notch’ 
had alleged that Hon. Awogu 
and Igwe Azuka Ngodi were 
masterminds of  Egbunna 
Mbanefo’s death because of  
interest they have in trans-
actions over a parcel of  land 
that was under dispute. Ac-
cording to the publication, 
the land in question was pur-
chased from Ogene family 
of  Umuonwuachu family of  
Umuoniha kindred.

The elders who in separate 
sittings at the palace of  Igwe 
Azuka Ngoddy and the pal-
ace of  Late Igwe Chukwujin-
du heard the petition brought 
against Chijioke Mbanefo, 
and ruled that it was mischie-
vous linking the Council Boss 
and Igwe Azuka Ngoddy 
with the death of  Egbunna 
Mbanefo.

According to reports, 
Mbanefo claimed it belonged 
to the entire Umuoniha Kin-
dred and that the deceased 
was a member of  the family 
claiming that the parcel of  
land belonged to the larger 
Umuoniha kindred not Umu-
onwuachu family before he 
was allegedly murdered.

Also speaking during the 

From right, Engr. Emeka Okonkwo, Anambra SSG, Prof. Solo Chukwulobelu and Reverend Jonas-Benson, during the Anambra 
youth mobilization, technology and  Innovation of�ce in Anambra State.

Uzodimma lauds Mbata for 
constructing 3kms road
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 
has lauded a business 

mogul in the state, Chief  
Alex Mbata for single hand-
edly constructing a 3km 
road in the state. 

Uzodimma made this 
commendation while com-
missioning the 3km road 
financed and constructed by 
the Imo born business Mo-
gul on Wednesday.

The governor used the 
opportunity to call on well 
meaning Imo citizens to 
emulate the gesture by part-
nering government in the 
provision and development 
of  infrastructure in the state.

Uzodimma acknowl-
edged that government 

alone cannot provide all the 
basic amenities and infra-
structure for the citizens, as 
he pointed out that through 
partnership with individuals 
and the private sector this 
can be achieved. He called 
on Mbata to continue the 
gesture of  goodwill.

The Governor said, “I 
am here because for a very 
long time in the history of  
Imo state this kind of  thing 
has not happened, adding 
that he decided to physically 
come here to add weight to 
the motley of  appreciation 
that not only the government 
but Imo citizens are giving to 
this action of  Prince Alex 
Mbata who you will agree 
with me is one of  our best 
and brightest.

The man walked to my of-

fice and said, Governor, in 
appreciation to the numer-
ous road projects you are 
constructing in Imo, I will 
like to finance the construc-
tion of  my own road as a way 
of  contributing my own quo-
ta towards the development 
of  the state. l thought it was 
a joke and before I knew it, 

the road has been awarded, 
construction commenced and 
today is being commissioned.

He maintained that his gov-
ernment would resist every 
attempt to derail the process 
of  governance, as he noted 
that the need to continue to 
educate the people on the 
thinking of  his administra-

tion which is not to favour 
one person or group but every 
Imo citizen.

Earlier in his remarks, 
Prince Alex Mbata said what 
informed his decision to con-
struct the road was because 
of  Uzodimma’s sterling per-
formance in office within one 
year and his desire to support 

the administration. He as-
sured that Owerri zone peo-
ple were in total support of  
Governor Uzodimma whom 
he described as the best for 
the state, being a man with 
a good heart and mind. He 
promised that he would do 
more to partner government 
in developing Imo state.

Why Uzodimma dissolved 
cabinet - Commissioner

Community faults alleged murder against
traditional ruler, chairman

meeting, Awogu said he was 
dismayed over the allegation 
linking him with the death of  
Egbunna Mbanefo explain-
ing that he was not involved 
in the death or alleged murder 
of  the deceased adding that 
he did not know him apart 
from the fact that he was 
identified as Atani man while 
he petitioned against Chijioke 

Mbanefo for false accusation 
and defamation.

“I have not come to speak 
about the rightful owners or 
otherwise of  the land from 
where I facilitated 110 plots 
for an Argo-Allied company, 
as the Customary Right of  
Occupancy as well as the Cer-
tificate of  Occupancy have all 
been issued to the Agro-Al-
lied by relevant authorities.

By Jennifer John

I
mo State Commis-
sioner for Information 
and Strategy, Declan 

Emelumba has said the need 
to rejig government after one 
year in office was the real 
reason behind Governor 
Hope Uzodimma’s dissolu-
tion of  his cabinet.

He said Uzodimma an-
nounced the dissolution of  
the State Executive Council 
during the weekly state exec-
utive council meeting at the 
Sam Mbakwe Extended Ex-
ecutive Council chambers, 
Government House, Owerri.

“He thanked and appre-

ciated all members of  the 
exco for their contributions 
towards the success of  the 
government, whily wishing 
them well in their future en-
deavors and promised that a 
new exco will be constituted 
in due course, since their is 
need to rejig the government 
after one year.

“However he graciously 
allowed the following com-
missioners; Health, Works, 
information, women affairs, 
finance, tourism, youths, 
sports development, tech-
nology, that is a total of  eight 
commissioners to remain in 
their offices for the purpose 
of  continuity”. Emelumba 
disclosed.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

 
The Alaigbo Development 
Foundation (ADF) has laud-
ed southern state governors 
for baning open grazing in the 
southern regions.

In a statement jointly signed 
by Prof. Uzodinma Nwala, 
Prof. Elochukwu Amuchea-
zi, Bishop Obi Onubodu, 
Chief  Abia Onyike, ADF 
president, vice president, 
chairman, board of  trustees 
and chairman, bureau of  me-
dia and publicity respectively, 
the organization recalled that 
it had been in the forefront of  
the agitation for the banning 
of  open grazing  in Igboland 
since 2015.

The Igbo group urged the 
Southern Governors to en-
sure that their resolution 
against open grazing of  cat-
tle is backed by  the appro-
priate legislation, saying it is 
the most potent strategy to 
prevent the “monstrous and 
murderous Fulani herds-

IPOB denies arrest of Ikonso’s 2nd
in Command, mocks army
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB), 
said it read with utter 

amusement comment by the 
Nigeria Army that it arrested 
a second in command to Ikon-
so, the slayed Commander of  
the Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) in Aba, Abia State by 
name; Awurum Eze.  IPOB 
described the widely reported 
stories in many dailies tagging 
Eze as ESN Commander as a 
blatant lie and a cheap prop-
aganda to lay false claims to 
imaginary military prowess.

IPOB spokesman, Com-
rade Emma Powerful said 
that Eze is not an operative of  
ESN, as he is too old to be re-
cruited into ESN let alone be-
ing Ikonso’s Second in Com-
mand. “The Nigeria Army 
that is too weak to confront 
bandits and terrorists over-
running Northern communi-
ties can fabricate any propa-
ganda in quest to deceive the 

gullible minds. The Nigeria 
security agents should stop 
making mockery of  them-
selves. Arrest of  innocent Bia-
frans and labeling them ESN 
operatives cannot make you 
overpower our gallant ESN 
operatives. “That you am-
bushed Ikonso with the help 
of  some traitors did not mean 
you have crushed ESN. Stop 
claiming what you have not 
done in your bid to win public 
accolades,” he noted. 

Powerful said that if  the 
army arrest or kill Ikonso’s 
second in Command, IPOB 
will not hesitate to admit it 
just the same way we did not 
deny the killing of  Ikonso . 
According to him; “We are 
not like Nigeria that lives in 
propaganda; we tell the truth 
always. So, stop harassing in-
nocent Biafrans in the name 
of  manhunt for ESN person-
nel.”

Powerful revealed that the 
Eze had issues with his tra-
ditional ruler who gave his 
contact to the security agents 

alleging that he belonged to 
ESN.  He said; “The said 
man is not our own. We are 
assuring them that whatever 
they do they cannot win ESN 
in this fight for freedom. The 
secret killing and abduction 
can never make IPOB change 
our resolve towards restoring 
Biafra as independent nation. 
Again, we wish to remind 
Biafrans and  the world, of  
a grand plot by the Nigeria 
security agencies to reduce 
Biafra population through the 
on-going secret abductions 
and killings of  innocent Bia-
frans after tagging them IPOB 
and ESN members. This 
wicked plot which started in 
Imo State is now gaining mo-
mentum across the entire Bia-
fra land through the collabo-
ration of  some traitors in the 
mold of  Hope Uzodinma and 
his likes. Biafrans of  all age 
brackets are now at the mercy 
of  the double-faced Nigeria 
security agents as all they need 
to arrest and kill them off  is to 
brand them ESN operative or 
sponsor.”

Igbo group lauds governors on
ban of open grazing in regions

men from overrunning their 
states.”

The statement reads in 
parts: “The law to be passed 
in the State Houses of  Assem-
bly should be accompanied 
by clear modalities, instru-
mentalities and machineries 
for their enforcement.

“The effectiveness of  this 
move depends on the synergy 
between the governors, legis-
lators and the people includ-
ing the civil society organiza-
tions.

“ADF drew the attention 
of  the Southern Governors 
and legislators to the obvi-
ous fact that our fate in the 
current struggle for survival 
is intricately interwoven with 
the fate of  our fellow compa-
triots in the Middle-Belt  and 
Southern Kaduna. “ADF 
noted the gallant and coura-
geous resistance against the 
jihadist propensities in the 
Middle-Belt by the Governor 
of  Benue State, Samuel Or-
tom.”



audition for a movie role after 
failing JAMB. According to 
her, she didn't want to remain 
idle at home. 

She landed her first role as 
the possessed maid in 'The 
Maid . '  Her outstanding 
performance in “The Maid” 
marked the beginning of  her 
success story as an actress. 
She has since gone on to star 
in over 200 movies. 

Aside from her successful 
movie career, the actress 
recently set her eyes on 
becoming a chef. During an 
exclusive interview with 
Pulse, she revealed that she 
was starting a new food show 
called 'Mercy's Menu.' 

"Two things I like to do, I 
like to cook, I like to gist, not 
gossip I like to cook and I like 
to talk while at it. You know 
when you are grinding pepper 
that is when the gist comes. So 
because I love to cook and I 
love to talk, I set that into 
good use, talk about issues, 
talk about vices, talk about 
stuff  that would benefit 
people., get very interesting 
people around, we cook, we 
eat and then we talk," she 
said. 

3. Awards 
The reward for excellence 

in the movie industry across 
the globe is recognition. 
Johnson Okojie has won 
several awards since joining 
Nollywood in 2003. 

e r e  a r e  s o m e Hinteresting facts you 
need to know about 

the movie star.
Described as Nollywood's 

goddess, Mercy Johnson 
Okojie has over the years, 
proved to many why she 
earned herself  that name. 

Her rise in Nollywood can 
be described as unusual as she 
went from a secondary school 
leaver to a movie star within 
the twinkle of  an eye. 

Dubbed as one of  the best 
actors to have come from 
Nollywood in the early 2000s, 
Johnson has remained an A-
lister and it doesn't look like 
she'll be going anywhere 
anytime soon. 

Here are some interesting 
facts you need to know about 
the movie star. 

1. Early Life 
Johnson-Okojie hai ls 

from Okene in Kogi state but 
was born in 1984 in Lagos 
state to retired Naval officer 
father and mother. She is the 
fourth child in a family of  
seven. 

The movie star had her 
pr imar y  and secondar y 
school education in different 
parts of  the country because 
of  her career officer father's 
job. 

2. Career 
After finishing secondary 

school in Portharcourt, Rivers 
state, the actress decided to 

he absolute gorgeous Tb r i d e  r o c k e d  h e r 
stunning non-white 

wedding outfit with class.
A modern bride right now 

really can decide what suits her 
best without bothering too 
much about some outdated 
rules. 

It's totally fine if  you've got a 
little something different in 
mind for your big day or even 
decide that down payment on a 
h o u s e  o r  a  t r u l y  l u s h 
honeymoon instead of  a big 
and chic wedding is better for 
you.  In this  case,  you're 
probably looking for some ways 
to save money on something, 
like a wedding dress. 

You just need to look for a 
sort of  non-wedding wedding 
d r e s s e s ,  w h i c h  a r e 
unconventional, standout in a 
way and which you'll be able to 
wear after your big day ends. 

Interestingly, brides are 
eschewing classic white and 
ivory in favour of  statement-
making hues in every shade of  
t h e  r a i n b o w .  O t h e r 
unconventional wedding dress 
alternatives include f loral 

prints, chic pantsuits, separates, 
and high-low hemlines—the 
options are endless. 

2021 is shaping up to be a 
supremely fashionable year to 
be a bride. It marks a movement 
toward individuality and self-
expression. 

Ewuradwoa got married to 
the love of  her life recently. In 
what we term simple and 
classy, the bride won our hearts 
with her gorgeous apparel. 

Her designer provided her a 
gorgeous unconventional 
wedding dress look. It was one 
o f  the  h igh l ights  o f  the 
wedding. 

Ewuradwoa walked down 
the aisle in a stunning non-
white gown that perfectly 
flattered her figure. We could 
hardly keep our eyes off  the 
dress though, taking in the 
panels that decorated her outfit 
from her shoulders to her toes. 

She accompanied her look 
with flawless makeup and 
beautiful hair making her look 
like a real princess. We love her 
tiara which complemented the 
dress perfectly. 

In 2009, she won an award 
for Best Supporting Actress 
at the 2009 African Movie 
Award ceremony for her 
performance in the movie 
'Live to Remember.' 

She also won the Best 
Actress award at the 2013 
A f r i c a  M a g i c  Vi ewe r s 
Choice Awards for her role in 
the comedy movie Dumebi 
the Dirty Girl. 

4. Family 
Johnson got married to 

Prince Odinosen Okojie in 
2011. The couple are blessed 
with four beautiful children; 
Purity, Henry, Divine and 
Angel. 

5. Social media queen 
J o h n s o n  O k o j i e  i s 

currently the tenth most 
followed Nigerian celebrity 
on Instagram. Her steady 
growth on Instagram can be 
attributed to her cult-like fans. 

One interesting and very 
unique feat about this actress 
is the speed at which her 10 
million followers are quick to 
click on anything she shares 
on the social media platform. 

A typical day on Okojie's 
Instagram page showcases all 
the goofy activities that take 
place in her home. If  you want 
to have a good laugh on 
Instagram, be sure to have the 
actress  as  one of  those 
accounts you follow. 
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This bride wore the most unconventional wedding dress
on her big day and it was beautiful 
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ometimes, it's not that easy 

Sto tell if  your man is after you 
'cause his heart is gushing 

with love for you or he just wants to 
get into your pants. It has become 
increasingly difficult to understand 
a person's intentions, especially 
when it comes to a prospective 
long-lasting relationship. 

Movies, music and literature, all 
have educated men enough on how 
to woo a woman. But the question 
remains: does he make her fall in 
love with him just to get inside her 
pants? 

These signs might be a way out 
of  your dilemma and will educate 
you on whether he loves you or just 
lusts for you. 

His availability on your bad 
days

You might have had a bad day at 
work and prefer to stay indoors in 
pyjamas and no makeup on and he 
brings you your favourite cold 
coffee with a shot of  espresso and 
caramel? Then he doesn't just lust 
after you. 

He is there even when there is 
no guarantee of  sex. He doesn't 
say, “I'll leave you alone till you are 
in a better mood”. Instead, he puts 
in an effort to cheer you up. Or he 

lirting doesn't stop becoming Fimportant once you know 
someone.

Too many people think of  
flirting as a way of  letting someone 
know you're interested in them — 
but it's really a lot more than that. 

Couples who stop flirting are 
couples who stop anticipating. 
Things go blasé and what was once 
an unpredictable stroll is now an 
expected lull. You need to keep 
flirting like it's the beginning of  your 
relationship. 

It seems like a no-brainer, right? 
But a lot of  people just don't flirt 
with their partner. When we get to 
the comfortable, stable place of  
knowing we have a 'secure' status 
with someone else, it's common to 
lose the playfulness that got you 
together in the first place. 

We've all seen it or been a part of  
it — those couples who have been 
together for months and already act 
tense and joyless when they interact 
with each other. It's just too easy to 
let the flirty, fun side of  things go by 
the wayside— but you really 
shouldn't. 

Here are five reasons you should 
flirt while you're in a relationship: 

It reminds you of  what you love 
about your partner

You're with them for a reason, 
and just because you're settled in a 
relationship doesn't mean you 
should forget that. Having a good 
flirt reminds you of  all the things 
you find sexy and desirable about 
t h e m ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  y o u r 
relationship even stronger. 

Anticipation is amazing for your 
sex life

Flirting, whether it's explicit or 
not, gets the mind thinking about 
sex. That slow build-up and 
anticipation will make sex even 
better. So it has the double benefit of  
helping the emotional and sexual 
parts of  your relationship— and 
even bridges the gap between the 
two. 

Flirting keeps the playfulness 
and banter alive. It keeps the energy 
flowing between two people so they 
are plugged in, making sex more 
'electric' rather than feeling like a 
fuse blew. 

It's good, clean fun
It's not like flirting is a chore. 

One of  the reasons you should flirt 
is because it's just fun. If  you need 
an injection of  something silly or 
sexy into your relationship, a good 
flirt— whether in person or even 
through a text message — is a quick 
and easy way to put a smile on you 
and your partner's faces. 

It rekindles the spark
In the early days, there's so much 

f l ir t ing. It 's  a great bonding 
experience— you're both putting 
yourselves out there, and there's a 
weird mix of  silly and sexy that 

comes with flirting. By flirting 
throughout the relationship, you 
can keep the spark alive. 

It helps with ruts
I f  yo u ' r e  i n  a  l o n g - t e r m 

relationship, ruts are bound to come 
up. You've known each other so 
long and had every type of  sex, it's 
easy to let the flame die when you're 
feeling tired or not in the mood. But 
you shouldn't panic, instead, just 
know that flirting is a great way to 
help your way out of  them. 

Does he talk to you about his 
family?

If  the man loves you and wants 
you in his life, he will tend to be 
more open than “I once had sex in 
a moving car”. 

I n c l u d i n g  f a m i l y  i n 
conversations and you in his 
discussions with his family, means 
he loves you. He goes with you to 
family weddings amongst others. 
And for the best cases, you might 
also have his sibling's number 
saved in your phone as the 
emergency contact for him. 

However, if  a man simply lusts 
for you, he will steer clear of  the 
family topic altogether. So if  you 
find yourself  wondering “does he 
love me or does he just lust for 
me?”- this should give you your 
answer. 

After sex romance
Does he do his deed and turn 

over to sleep? Does he not seem too 
keen to spend the night or stay for 
breakfast? This is one of  the signs 
he is lusting after you. The 'get in-
get out'  is definitely not an 

intentions read the difference 
between “I am sorry you feel this 
way but hear me out please” or 
“let's not do this please”? 

The man who loves you will 
resolve a fight as he doesn't want 
you to be vexed or worried, not 
because he wants sex at the end of  
the argument. 

How much time is he willing to 
devote to you?

You'll know whether he loves 
you or lusts you based on how 
much time he's willing to give you. 
Is he always in a hurry, just looking 
to make excuses to leave? Or does 
he genuinely like spending time 
with you? 

A man who loves you won't 
mind taking out time for you and 
spending the day with you. In fact, 
he might make more and more 
plans that involve spending 
m a x i m u m  t i m e  w i t h  y o u . 
Whereas, a man who only wants to 
get into your pants will either look 
for excuses to leave immediately 
after. Or before if  he sees no signs 
of  getting intimate with you. 

Look for signs of  jealousy
If  you're thinking “does he have 

feelings for me or just lusts for 
me?” try this simple trick. Tell your 
man about a fictional man you've 
been spending a lot of  time with 
and getting close to. Try to analyse 
his reaction. If  he seems a little 
uncomfortable discussing this 
topic and you can sense hints of  
jealousy in his voice, then he might 
be in love with you. On the other 
hand, a man who just lusts after 
you will not show these signs of  
jealousy. 

just listens to your rant. 
You might say you've had men 

put on a pretence so that they have 
a shot at getting laid later but most 
men who are lusting after you 
won't even have the patience to do 
that. 

indication of  love. 
When your man loves you there 

will be cuddling or at least a 
forehead kiss. He will know your 
turn-on spots as well as your tickle 
spots. There will be pillow talk 
after sex and you don't have to lie 
beside him wondering if  it's only 
sex he is after. 

The way you fight
Does he listen to you when you 

are having an argument or just yell 
his lungs out at you? Does he make 
an effort to resolve a fight or just 
walks away and tells you to let him 
know when you are done being 
pissed? If  you want to know his 

heating is such a sensitive 

Cissue in our relationships 
and in dating life that it 

never really stops being talked 
about. 

T h e r e ' s  s o  m u c h  o f  i t 
happening around us and when 
you wonder why that is so, many 
reasons come to mind. 

Of  all the reasons why people 
cheat, would you expect that 
having too much sex will be an 
issue? Neither do we! 

But apparently, there may be a 
link between having enough good 
sex and actually cheating on one's 
partner. 

Sounds weird, right? 
Well, according to Assistant 

Professor Andrea Meltzer of  
Florida State University who co-
authored the report, “sexual 
sa t i s fac t ion was  pos i t ive ly 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i n f i d e l i t y 
suggesting that people who were 
more satisfied with their sex were 
m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  e n g a g e  i n 
infidelity,” 

However, she was quick to add 

that the result may be a little more 
nuanced than the conclusion that 
enough good sex makes people 
want to cheat. 

Speaking to website, Fatherly, 
she says “this effect was surprising 
and so I would hesitate to draw 
any meaningful conclusions from 
it until it can be replicated in other 
samples. 

“It is also worth noting that 
this positive association emerged 
in a very complex model that 
controlled for a number of  related 
outcomes.” 

People cheat when they are 
confident they won't get caught 

While Meltzer seems to still 
have some reservations over the 
result of  her team's new study, 
American Neuroscientist, Dr. 
Nicole Prause seemed quite 
assertive, telling Fatherly that: 

“ O n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t 
predictors of  infidelity is actually 
power at work, which many 
scientists think indicates those 
who are prone to cheat, will, when 
they have the ability to conceal it.” 

Ladies! Here's how to know if a man loves you or lusts for you 

Reasons you should flirt in
your relationship

Weird study suggests that
lots of sex in a relationship
could make partners cheat
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 va g i n a l  ye a s t 

Ain fec t ion i s  an 
infection caused 

by yeast (a type of  fungus). 
Vaginal yeast infection is 
sometimes referred to as 
yeast vaginitis or candidal 
vaginitis. The scientific 
name for the yeast that 
causes vaginitis is Candida. 

Over 90% of  vaginal 
yeast infections are caused 
by the species known as 
Candida albicans. Other 
Candida species make up 
the remainder of  yeast 
infections. 

Candida species can be 
present in healthy women 
in the vagina without 
causing any symptoms. In 
fact, it is estimated that 
20% to 50% of  women have 
Candida already present in 
the vagina. For an infection 
to  occur,  the  nor mal 
ba lance  o f  yeas t  and 
bacter ia  i s  d is turbed, 
allowing overgrowth of  the 
yeast. 

While yeast can be 
spread by sexual contact, 
vaginal yeast infection is 
not considered to be a 

efore you take that Bs l o w ,  a l m o s t -
rhythmic walk down 

the aisle with the love of  
your life, there are medical 
facts about him or her you 
must have known and be 
willing to live with. 

We list five medical 
examinations that couples 
must have gone through and 
discussed properly before 
making up their minds to 
either walk away or carry on 
with that walk down the 
aisle. 

1. Genotype 
This test will tell whether 

one or both partners are 
sicklers (SS), carriers of  the 
sickle cell trait (AS) or 
whether their genotype is 
normal (AA). 

Such is the importance 
of  this test that even without 
being told, couples have 
been known to take the 
initiative of  finding out for 
themselves. And where there 

are couples who are too 
careless to check, marriage 
counselors have been known 
to mandate it for anyone 
who wants to marry. 

2. Blood group 
Refusing to  subject 

themselves to this test means 
couples carelessly run the 
risk of  a condition called 
hemolytic disease of  the 
newborn which, according 
to Doctor's Hub Nigeria, 
c a u s e s  s t i l l b i r t h s  a n d 
miscarriages. 

Knowing your partner's 
blood group can prove useful 
in saving his or her life 
during an emergency. 

3. HIV test 
H I V / A I D S  i s  a 

notoriously scary infection 
and the sheer number of  
deaths it causes makes it a 
no-brainer for couples to 
check for its presence in each 
other. 

It always makes sense to 
know what you are getting 
into before getting rudely 

s h o c k e d  w h e n  y o u ' r e 
already in it. 

4. Fertility test index 
This one is done to be 

sure of  the fertility of  both 
the husband and the wife. 

According to Doctor's 
Hub, fertility problems are 
usually not detected by 
couples until about two or 
more years after marriage 
and unsuccessful trials at 
conceiving. 

So it is important for the 
test to be done as it profiles 
the reproductive hormones 
in both partners: semen 
analysis is carried out on the 
man and ovulation tested in 
the woman. 

Couples who intend to 
not have kids may need not 
wo r r y  a b o u t  t h i s  o n e 
though. 

5. Test for STDs 
This may sound extreme 

and appear like the whole 
point of  these medical 
examina t ions  i s  be ing 
overstretched but that's not 
the case. 

T h i s  i s 
b e c a u s e 
infections like 
gonorrhea, if  
left untreated 
can grow out of  
hands and lead 
to infertility in 
t h e  w o m a n ; 
causing strains 
a n d  o t h e r 
issues in the 
marriage. 

s e x u a l l y - t r a n s m i t t e d 
disease because it can also 
occur in women who are 
not sexually active, due to 
the fact that yeast can be 
present in the vagina of  
healthy women. 

Vaginal yeast infections 
are very common, affecting 
up to 75% of  women at 
some point in life. In that 
respect it is completely 

normal to have a bout of  
yeast from time to time but 
make sure you get yourself  
treated immediately to 
p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r 
complications. 

Symptoms can include: 
a vaginal discharge that 

is typically thick,
odorless, and
whitish-gray in color.
The discharge has been 

described as having a 

c o t t a g e - c h e e s e - l i k e 
consistency.

An intense itching of  
the vaginal or genital area

Irritation and burning
Pain during sexual 

intercourse
Pain or burning during 

urination
Redness, irritation, or 

soreness of  the vagina or 
vulva in women; swelling 
of  the vagina

O n e  m u s t  b e w a r e 
however because yeast 
infections might be a sign 
of  something more serious 
and you must listen to your 
body if  you feel your 
s y m p t o m s  a r e  m o r e 
sinister. 

If  your symptoms are 
severe or they don't get 
better after treatment with 
an over-the-counter cream 
or suppository, call your 
doctor. 

Signs of  a complicated 
infection include: 

Severe symptoms (such 
as redness, swelling, and 
itching so severe that it 
causes tears or sores)

A yeast infection that 
occurs four or more times 
in a year

You've developed other 
kinds of  symptoms.

This is your first yeast 
infection.

You're not sure whether 
you have a yeast infection 

h e r e  a r e  s o m e Tcommon myths 
a b o u t  s t o m a c h 

ulcers that are so popularly 
passed around we have 
come to accept them as 
truth. 

Stomach ulcer is quite 
c o m m o n .  I t  i s 
characterized by stomach 
pain, feeling bloated, 
nauseous, flatulence and 
diarrhoea. 

your stomach, take less of  
it. 

Drink milk if  you have 
stomach ulcers– Milk 
aggravates acid reflux. You 
might need to stay away 
from it. 

You can drink alcohol 
if  you have stomach ulcers 
– This is false. Alcohol 
irritates and damages the 
digestive tract. 

Stomach ulcer cannot 
be cured. You have to live 
with it all your life- This is 
not true. See your doctor 
for the drugs to take that 
can cure it.

I t  i s  c a u s e d  b y  a 
b a c t e r i u m  c a l l e d 
helicobacter pylori and 
f r e q u e n t l y  u s i n g 
n o n s t e r o i d a l  a n t i -
inflammatory drugs like 
aspirin and ibuprofen. 

E a t i n g  s p i c y  f o o d 
causes ulcer - This is false. 
Red ball peppers are said to 
b e  g o o d  f o r  u l c e r s . 
However, if  eating spicy 
foods doesn't sit well with 

or something else.
Causes 
There are many reasons 

you could get a yeast 
infection, including: 

Hormones: Changes 
during pregnancy, breast-
feeding or menopause (or if  
you're taking birth control 
p i l l s )  can change  the 
balance in your vagina.

D i a b e t e s :  I f  yo u r 
d i a b e t e s  i s  n o t  we l l -
controlled, the increase in 
s u g a r  i n  t h e  m u c u s 
membranes (moist linings) 
of  your vagina can create a 
place for yeast to grow.

Antibiotics :  These 
drugs can kill off  many of  
the good bacteria that live 
in your vagina.

Douches and vaginal 
sprays: The use of  these 
products can change the 
balance in your vagina.

A weakened immune 
system: If  you are HIV-
positive or have another 
immune system disorder, 
the yeast may also grow 
uncontrolled.

Sex: Though a yeast 
infection is not considered 
a sexually transmitted 
infection, it can be passed 
from person to person 
through sexual contact.

Home treatment 
Short-course vaginal 

t h e r a p y.  T a k i n g  a n 
antifungal medication for 

three to seven days will 
u sua l ly  c l ea r  a  yeas t 
in fec t ion .  Ant i funga l 
medications — which are 
ava i l a b l e  a s  c r e a m s, 
ointments, tablets and 
suppositories — include 
miconazole (Monistat 3) 
and terconazole. Some of  
these medications are 
available over-the-counter 
and others by prescription 
only.

S i n g l e - d o s e  o r a l 
medication. Your doctor 
might prescribe a one-time, 
s i n g l e  o r a l  d o s e  o f  
fluconazole (Diflucan). 
Oral  medicat ion i sn ' t 
recommended if  you're 
pregnant .  To  manage 
more-severe symptoms, 
you might take two single 
doses three days apart.

When to see a doctor 
Women should see a 

healthcare provider the first 
time vaginal yeast infection 
symptoms occur or if  they 
are unsure as to whether 
they have a yeast infection. 
If  certain, the condition 
can be treated with over-
the-counter medications.

However, if  symptoms 
do not respond to one 
course of  over-the-counter 
m e d i c a t i o n s ,  y e a s t 
infection may not be the 
problem.

Pregnant women or 
those  wi th  weakened 
immune systems should 
contact a doctor before 
beginning any over-the-
counter self-treatment.

W o m e n  w h o 
ex p e r i e n c e  r e c u r r e n t 
vaginal yeast infections, or 
yeast infections that do not 
clear up with treatment, 
s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y 
c o n t a c t  a  h e a l t h c a r e 
provider for professional 
d i a g n o s i s  a n d 
management.

If  a woman has more 
than four episodes of  
vulvovaginal candidiasis 
(VVC) in a year, she is 
deemed to have recurrent 
vulvovaginal candidiasis, a 
chronic yeast infection 
problem.

Yeast Infection: How you know if you have one and how to treat it

5 medical examinations every
couple needs before marriage 

Common myths
about stomach ulcers 
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Vox Pop
English FA Cup final: Chelsea, Leicester
City: Who do you favour?

Mr. Chidiebere Kalu, a 
musician from Ohafia Local 
Government Area, Abia State.
I think Chelsea will win the FA 
Cup. They are going to beat 
Leicester City. Chelsea's 
German Manager, Thomas 
Tuchel has the team in high 
spirits and his is tactically 
sound. He is at the same level 
with the likes of  Pep Guardiola 
of  Manchester City. So he will 
win the tactical battle with 
Leicester  City Manager,  
Brendan Rodgers. Again, with 
virtually every Chelsea player in 
good form at the moment, that 
trophy is Chelsea's for the 
taking.

ased on the legendary English Football Association (FA) cup final to be Bplayed this weekend, between two in-form English Premiership teams; 
Chelsea Football Club and Leicester City Football Club, your darling News 

Echo decided to go sporty in our vox pop for this weekend. Considering the fact 
that the two teams have strong following in Africa and Nigeria in particular, we 
made it a point of duty to feel the pulse of the sports loving Nigerians on which 
among the two teams they favour or predict to win the trophy.Below are excerpts 
of the responses we got. Happy reading:

Gideon Echewune, a Scientist based in 
Abakaliki
I will be selective and also be supportive in 
my response, because  I am a Chelsea fan 
and I believe that Chelsea have the upper 
hands over Leicester City 
Mere reasoning shows that Chelsea are at a 
better form at the moment; I am supportive 
because Chelsea is my club. All due respect 
to my opponents who support Leicester city 
to win the FA cup.

C h u k w u e m e k a  O p a r a , 
Sports Editor, News Agency 
of  Nigeria (NAN). From 
O we r r i  I m o  s t a t e  b u t 
practising in Ebonyi:
Chelsea will win because the 
team is currently in form. The 
coach, Thomas Tuchel has 
rejuvenated the team and 
made it competitive. He has 
found the right blend for the 
players who were the stars of  
the previous clubs. The slogan 
now is: play Chelsea now at 
your own peril.

Celestine Ogbonna, an Aba 
based businessman who hails 
from Nsukka, Enugu State:
For me, on paper I will Favour 
Chelsea Football Club over 
Leicester City Football Club 
because Chelsea's coach, Thomas 
Tuchel and his army of  players 
from the way they play will want 
to prove a point.  The coach is 
new and some players are also 
new, they are hungry for success. 
They are young and eager to 
prove a point. Considering the 
fact that Uefa Champion League 
final which they have to play 
against Manchester City on 29th 
May is still unpredictable, I see 
them operating with the idea of  a 
bird in the hand is worth two in 
the bush.

M r.  U b a n i Ifea
n y i  R a h m a n , busine
ssman based in Aba, Abia State
From what I see in their history, this will be Leicester City's 
5th FA Cup final and they have failed to win their previous 

four.
Chelsea have qualified for four 
FA Cup finals in the last five 
seasons. Last season, they were 
defeated in FA Cup finals and 
they wouldn't want to lose back 
to back finals.  You remember 
they lost an FA Cup final to 
Arsenal Football Club under 
Frank Lampard as their coach 

l ast season. So I give Chelsea 
the upper hand in this one.

Okoli Izuchukwu, Residence: 
Perm. Site Anambra State 
Government House, Awka, 
visual artiste:
I tip Chelsea to win the FA cup 
that will be played on Saturday. 
Reason is that Chelsea brought in 
a new manager which has turned 
out to favour them. They have 
been winning matches which 
shows they are in form. You can 
see Chelsea is playing two finals, 
FA and Championship. So they 
have an edge over Leicester.  
Currently Chelsea has top notch 
young players who can do magic 
by scoring goals which is 
recommendable. So I give them 
my support.

By Uzoma Ogoke, with contributions from; David Uka, Emma Ifeanyi,
Michael Ovat, Uchenna Ezeadigwe & Glory Ugochukwu

Friday, May 14, 2021
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Vox Pop

Oji  Anthony,  Anambra  S ta te 
Government House, Awka. Sports 
Journalist: 
I tip Chelsea FC to win the FA Cup, 
owing to their current form and 
unbeaten run in the premiership, UCL 
and FA cup matches. They have 
winning mentality and the crop of  
players to drive their target, especially 
against big teams.
Football Fans will likely wish to see 
Kai Havertz, Kelechi Iheanacho, 
N'golo Kante and Pulisic and for sure 
once they are in play, Chelsea will win.

Chine du  Onuorah,  a  s t a f f  o f 
Industrial Training Fund (ITF), Awka 
Headquarters
I am neither a Chelsea nor Leicester 
City supporter. But I pray for Chelsea to 
win. Reason is because the Club has 
trained and empowered many African 
footballers. And also a lot of  Nigerians, 
mostly the unemployed ones have 
benefited from the Club through 
Betnaija games.
I want Chelsea to win, Oga Journalist.

Ajuzieogu Chiagozie, from Aboh 
Mbaise Local Government Area of 
Imo State, a student:
I favour Leicester City to win the FA 
cup, because I have my favorite 
players, Kelechi Iheanacho and 
Wilfred Ndidi there. I will like them 
to win the cup.

Tasie Chidebere, business 
man, from Owerri, Imo State.
I support Leicester to win the 
FA cup. The reason for that is 
because I have two of  my 
brothers (Nigerians); Kelechi 
Iheanacho and Wilfred Ndidi, 
playing for them. So I want 
Leicester to win.

Ogechi Ajoku, from Nekede Old 
Road, Number 5 bus stop. Chief 
Driver
My prediction between Chelsea and 
Leicester final is that Leicester will 
win. Leicester has a fantastic 
midfielder in the person of  Wilfred 
Ndidi, he will not allow Chelsea to 
win. Moreover we have two Nigerians, 
specifically Igbos playing for the team 
(Leicester). So I strongly favour them 
to win the FA cup.

Friday, May 14, 2021

...Chelsea, Leicester City:
Who do you favour?



2009 and was picked up by 
the Bianconeri after nine 
years in the Spanish capital.

His future at the Allianz 
Stadium is uncertain, as 
Juventus are struggling to 
finish among the teams in the 
Champions League and 
Ronaldo has been linked with 
a move away from the club.

The hypotheses have been 
a  r e t u r n  t o  M a d r i d  o r 
Manchester, with Paris Saint-
G e r m a i n  r e p o r t e d l y 
interested in the 36-year-old 
too.

But with Sporting CP 
preparing for the Champions 
League in 2021-22,  his 
mother told fans she would 
try to lure the European 

Champion  back  to  the 
Primeira Liga.

“I will talk to him and try 
to convince him to return 
next year,” she said, captured 
by TVI 24. “To the Alvalade 
Stadium and to wear the 
colours of  Sporting.”

Ronaldo scored his 100th 
goal in the Old Lady jersey 
last night, when Juventus 
bounced back with a 3-1 win 
over Sassuolo at the Mapei 
Stadium.

The veteran played 31 
competitive games for the 
Verde e Brancos in his first 
stint at the club, but has since 
scored 776 goals and won the 
Ballon d'Or five times during 
an illustrious career.
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ristiano Ronaldo's 

Cmother said she will 
talk to the Portugal 

international and 'try to 
convince' him to return to 
Sporting CP.

The Leoes have qualified 
for the Champions League by 
winning the Primeira Liga for 
the first time in 19 years and 
Dolores Aveiro, Cristiano's 
mother, said she will do 
everything she can to make 
the superstar return to the 
club.

Ro n a l d o  s t a r t e d  h i s 
professional career with the 
Verde e Brancos, before he 
moved to Manchester United 
in August of  2003.

He then moved to Real 
Madrid in the summer of  

inedine Zidane will  almost Zcertainly leave Real Madrid at the 
end of  this season, regardless of  

whether the team wins LaLiga or not.
They face Granada tonight and if  they 

pick up a win they will still be just two 
points behind Atletico Madrid with two 
games to go.

But the 48-year-old coach, who has 
won two league t i t les  and three 
Champions League crowns in less than 
four seasons, has all but made up his mind 
to walk away after the final game of  the 
campaign at home to Villarreal on May 
23.

odo Williams, captain of  HNigeria Women's Football 
League side, Pelican Stars, 

says the club has set a target of  
winning the championship next 
season, according to reports. 

The former champions had a poor 
2020/21 season where they finished 
11th on the log and had to compete in 

the play-offs to survive the drop. 
The Calabar-based club finished top 

of  the NWFL play-offs, which involved 
Abia Angels,  Ibom Angels  and 
Dreamstar Ladies in Benin City on 
Tuesday. 

Speaking with newsmen, a delighted 
Hodo said they had set a target of  
reclaiming the title next season. 

She said, “We are delighted 
to stay in the topflight, after 
enduring a hard time where 
we had a very poor season. It 
was one of  the toughest 
periods for us, but thank God 
we survived relegation.

“The spirit in camp is very 
high and we are all excited and 
celebrating. 

“We have set a target to 
contest for the championship. 
We are confident that with the 
right motivation and proper 
preparation we can win the 
title again.” 

Zidane will be an immediate target for 
Juventus and for the France national side 
if  they make a change after the Euros this 
summer.

Madrid president Florentino Perez 
will be under pressure to promote Raul to 
replace him. He currently has the club's 
youth team on the verge of  promotion but 
Perez could also turn to Max Allegri.

Zidane has sensed for some time that 
he no longer has the backing of  Perez and 
even a third league title, one that will 
make him the first coach to retain the 
league for Madrid since Leo Beenhakker 
in 1989, is unlikely to change his mind.

ormer boxer Jeremiah FOkorodudu has advised 
British-born Nigerian 

world heavyweight champion, 
Anthony Joshua, to ignore 
Tyson Fury and concentrate on 
t r a i n i n g  a h e a d  o f  t h e i r 
potentially explosive clash. 

Joshua holds the IBF, WBA 
and WBO title and WBC 

orld number one 

WNovak Djokovic 
swept into the 

Italian Open quarter-finals on 
Thursday with a straight sets 
w i n s  o v e r  A l e j a n d r o 
Davidovich Fokina in front of  
spectators who were allowed 
to watch in the Foro Italico 
for the first time. 

The  f ive - t ime  Rome 
champion won through 6-2, 
6-1 in 1hr 10min against the 
48th-ranked Spaniard with 
the venue filled to 25 per cent 
of  capacity. 

“It was not good, it was 
great. I missed the crowd,” 
said the 33-year-old Serb. 

“It was nice to see them 
back.” 

After losing his opening 

ser vice game,  Djokovic 
powered back with five breaks 
of  serve, outclassing his rival, 
despite a late fightback, to 
seal the win on his sixth 
match point.

“He started well, but I 
managed to break back 
straight away and establish 
the control and consistency. 

“I thought I played at least 
20-30 percent better than on 
Monday.” 

The 18-time Grand Slam 
winner next plays either 
Greek fifth seed Stefanos 
Tsitsipas or ninth seed Matteo 
Berrettini for a place in the 
semi-final. 

titleholder Fury is in the final 
stages of  agreeing to a fight to 
d e c i d e  t h e  u n d i s p u t e d 
champion. 

The Joshua vs Fury match-
up will take place on August 14 
in Saudi Arabia, if  it gets 
finalised, according to Fury's 
co-promoter Frank Warren. 

Fury has been inactive since 

he stopped Deontay Wilder to 
claim the WBC title February 
2020, while Joshua is eager to 
return to action after defending 
his WBA, IBF and WBO belts 
with a knockout win over 
Kubrat Pulev in December. 

Okorodudu in a chat with 
newsmen said it would be better 
for Joshua to face his training 
with all seriousness. 

“What I have to say to 
Joshua is  that  he should 
concentrate on his training,” 
Okorodudu said.

“He should train harder and 
become the unified champion. 

“I have followed the Joshua 
vs Fury fight for some time now 
and I believe that it is better that 
our boy (Joshua) allows Fury to 
talk while he does his thing. 

“I know that it's better to 
talk less and do more.” 

Ronaldo's mother ready to
convince him to join  Sporting

Zidane ready to walk away
from Real Madrid

Let Fury talk, do the beating,
Okorodudu advises Joshua

NWFL: Pelican target league
title after relegation scare

Djokovic beats Fokina to reach
Italian Open quarter-finals

Ronaldo

Joshua, FuryJoshua, FuryJoshua, Fury
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angers '  manager, RSteven Gerrard has 
revealed he has been 

receiving advice from Sir 
Alex Ferguson. 

Gerrard was named the 
Scottish Football Writers' 
Association's top manager 
following his title success 
with Rangers, their first top-
flight title since 2011. 

Ferguson, who grew up a 

anchester United Ms t r ike r,  Ed inson 
C a v a n i ,  h a s 

admitted the possibility of  
signing for Boca Juniors this 
summer “was real”.

However, the 34-year-old 
insists speculation suggesting 
he was looking for a way out of  

Old Trafford was “half  true, 
half  lies”.

Cavani has now signed a 
one-year extension with the 
Red Devils, shelving plan of  
returning to South America.

T h e  U r u g u a y 
international has netted 15 
times in 36 appearances for 
United and will continue to 
s t a r  f o r  O l e  G u n n a r 
Solskjaer's side.

On reports claiming that 
he was destined to head for 
Argentina at the end of  the 
season, Cavani told 2 de 
Punta: “The possibility I 
was going to sign for them 
[Boca] was real, but I was 
always clear.

“What has been said and 
printed is half  true, half  lies. 
Sometimes it's like that – but 
the chance was real.”

G
otv subscribers will 
on Saturday watch 
the live broadcast of  

the Emirates FA Cup final 
match between Chelsea and 
Leicester City at the iconic 
We m b l e y  S t a d i u m  i n 
London. 

This year's Emirates FA 
Cup final promises to be a 
c r a c k e r  a s  C h a m p i o n s 
League finalists, Chelsea, 
s e e k  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e i r 
supremacy over the Foxes. 

 Nigerian fans will get to 
watch in-form Super Eagles 
forward Kelechi Iheanacho 
continue his impressive form 
for Leicester. 

Both sides have met 118 
times in all competitions 
since their first clash in 1905. 
The Blues have claimed 57 
wins compared to 27 for the 
Foxes, while 34 games have 
been drawn. 

C h e l s e a ,  e i g h t - t i m e 
winners of  the FA Cup (most 

recently in 2018), will come 
into this clash with both the 
historical pedigree and their 
status as favourites, given the 
excellent performance under 
manager, Thomas Tuchel. 
L e i c e s t e r,  m e a n w h i l e, 
reached the FA Cup final for 
the first time in more than 
half  a century and will be 
h o p i n g  t o  w i n  t h e 
competition for the first time 
ever.

Chief  Customer Officer, 
M u l t i c h o i c e , 
Martin Mabutho, 
said, “The FA 
Cup is the world's 
oldest knockout 
f o o t b a l l 
competition and 
we are glad to 
b r ing  the  l ive 
action from the 
final match to our 
GOtv Max and 
Jolli customers at 
no extra cost.” 

Rangers fan and played for 
the club, this week, spoke of  
how impressed he has been 
by Gerrard's performance as 
manager. 

“ O h ,  h e ' s  d o n e 
magnificent,” Ferguson told 
The Guardian. “He really 
has, both on and off  the field. 
A press interview can lose 
you your job in management.

“ B u t  S t eve n ' s  p r e s s 

conferences are fantastic. 
He's cool, he's composed, he 
gives the right answers. He's 
really top because it's an art.” 

Former Liverpool captain 
Gerrard responded by saying 
he was “humbled” to receive 
such praise from such an 
“iconic figure”. 

“Through no fault of  our 
own we became big, big rivals 
at Liverpool and Manchester 
United, the two biggest clubs 

ormer Chelsea boss, FFrank Lampard, is 
e m e r g i n g  a s  a n 

option to replace Roy 

Hodgson at Crystal Palace.
The 73-year-old is out of  

contract in the summer, 
and Palace are debating 
whether to offer him a new 
deal.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 
Telegraph, Lampard has 
emerged as the frontrunner 
for the job.

He is facing competition 
from the likes of  Sean 
Dyche and Eddie Howe for 
the role.

But Lampard is the prime 
candidate, and if  he is given 
assurances about transfer 
funds, he would welcome a 
swift return to coaching in 
the Premier League.

in British football,” he said. 
“We were massive rivals 

for many years and he's 
someone that even though he 
was a rival I looked up to him 
immensely because he is such 
an iconic figure in the game. 
What he achieved in the 
game is up there with the very 
best who have ever lived. So 
I 'm really f lattered and 
humbled by his words.” 
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Proprietor and sponsor of Imo Angels Football Club, Jennifer Anusiem, cuts her 30th birthday cake while she 
is flanked on the right by her mother, an elder of the family, Imo SWAN chairman, Chief Everest Ezihe, team 
players and on the left by Imo Sports Commissioner, Dan Ogu, ex-Super Eagles player Henry Nwosu and other 
guests. Celebration took place Tuesday at the Owerri Township Stadium. Photo: Afam Echi


