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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A
nambra State Chap-
ter of  the People 
Democratic Party 

(PDP),  has called on gov -
ernor Willie Obiano to stop 
further deduction from 
workers salaries for the re-
capitalization of  Ndiolu 
Microfinance bank.

News Echo gathered that 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN) had recently direct-
ed all Microfinance banks 
in the country to raise their 
capital base before 3Oth 
April.

The party described the 
forceful deduction of  work-
ers salaries, as wickedness 
in the midst of  Social-eco-
nomic challenges the cit-
izens are currently going 
through in the State and the 
country at large.

The State Chairman of  
PDP, Chief  Ndubuisi Nwo-
bu, who addressed Jour-
nalists at the Party’s Secre-
tariat, in Awka, on Friday, 
alleged that Anambra State 
under the incumbent gover-
nor, Obiano has practically 
been run underground.

According to him, the lev-

Anambra PDP accuses Obiano of
alleged deduction of workers’ salaries

el of  infrastructural decay 
in our dear state is unprec-
edented and the

All Progressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA) controlled 
government is unperturbed.

He said it is on record 
that Anambra State Civ-
il Servants belonyg to the 
class of  least paid workers 
in Nigeria.

“States across the country 
that are not as endowed as 
Anambra State have since 
upgraded the salaries and 
entitlement of  their work-
ers in line with the nation’s 
minimum wage policy.

“It has come to our notice 
that deductions are being 
forcefully made from the 
workers meagre salaries for 
the recapitalization of  Ndi-
olu Micro Finance Bank, 
partially owned and operat-
ed by the state government.

“We have it on good au-
thority that the Head of  
Service (HOS) in a memo 
to the Accountant General 
(AG) and Secretary JAAC 
on March 8, 2021 instruct-
ed that certain percentages 
of  the workers salaries be 
deducted as their contribu-
tions to the stabilization of  
the troubled bank.

He said; We at PDP are 
genuinely concerned about 
the welfare of  Anambra 
State Civil Servants who are 
coerced to part with certain 
percentages of  their meagre 
take home salaries.

“One begins to wonder 
why the workers whose sal-
aries were deducted from 
March will continue to be 
exploited for three months 
when the CBN’s directive 
was meant to be implement-
ed before 30th day of  April.

“The development, the 
Chairman continued has 
raised more questions than 
answers and of  course has 
demonstrated the insensitiv-
ity of  the APGA controlled 
government to the plights 
of  Anambra workers whose 
real income have suffered 
depreciation because of  the 
galloping inflation in the 
nation.

He advised that what a 
responsible and responsive 
government should be do-
ing by now is to think of  
what to do to alleviate the 
suffering of  the workers and 
not making things harder 
for them through illegal de-
ductions from their salaries.

“The Anambra State 
Chapter of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 

shared the pain of  our 
workers and condemned 
the APGA governments ex-
ploitative tendencies in it’s 
entirety.

“We demand that the 
deducted money from the 
workers salaries be returned 
immediately.

Nwobu, listed categories 
of  Civil Servants, whoss 
salaries were forcefully de-
ducting to include; Grade 
1-2 N500, Grade levels 
4-7 N1,200, Grade levels 

Amadi calls for proper funding
of public complaint commission
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he ombudsman of  
Public Complaint 
Commission, Imo 

State, Barr. Willie Amadi 
has called on federal gov-
ernment to ensure that it 
properly funds the commis-
sion for enhanced efficiency 
and productivity.

Amadi made the call 
while interacting with me-
dia professionals in his of-
fice in Owerri last Friday.

He added that apart from 
funding the commission , 

office equipments, staff  bus, 
staff  motivation including 
renumeration need to be 
prioritised in order to en-
courage staff  to be proactive 
and efficient just as ICPC, 
EFCC among others are 
well funded.

“We appeal to federal gov-
ernment, national assembly 
and other authorities con-
cerned to look inwards as 
to improve public complaint 
commission with proper 
funding for timely dispen-
sation of  justice for which 
the commission is saddled 

7-N2,300, Grade levels 9-10 
N2,800, Grade levels 12-13 
N4,500, Grade levels 14-16 
N5,000 and Grade  level 17-
N5,000.

In it swift response, the 
State government through 
the Commissioner for Infor-
mation and Public Enlight-
enment, Mr. C. Don Adinu-
ba, told our correspondent 
that, the allegation of  the 
opposition People Demo-
cratic Party PDP in the state 
is an example of  profound 

influence driving by mis-
chief  makers.

The Commissioner said 
the Microfinance bank is 
run by the Civil Servants 
and not the government, 
and the workers decided to 
recapitalize by deducting 
certain amount of  owners 
of  bank salaries, just the 
way Nigeria Union of  Jour-
nalists (NUJ), deduct mem-
bers salaries. So, what the 
PDP is saying doesn’t make 
sense, Adinuba said.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he documents of  
100 hectares of  
land acquired by the 

Abia State government for 
building of  federal housing 
estates have been handed 
over to the federal housing 
authority by the State gov-
ernment, for commence-
ment of  buildings.

The handover event was 
performed in Umuahia 
by the alternate  perma -
nent secretary, Abia State 
Ministry of  lands, survey 
and urban planning, Mr. 
Jonathan Alozie when he 
received in the State, the 
zonal manager of  feder-
al housing estate, Alhaji 
Saleh Jubrin and other of-
ficials.

The ministry  stressed 
that the documents which 
included evidence of   fi -
nancial transactions, pho-
tos among others demon-
strated Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu’s administration’s 
commitment towards the 
success of  federal housing 
projects in the State.

The ministry futher as-
sured that the State govern-
ment was ready to acquire 

more hectares of  lands for 
more phases of  federal 
housing projects in Abia.

Responding, the zonal 
manager of  federal hous-
ing authority, Alhaji Saleh 
Jubrin promised that more 
federal projects were com-
ing to Abia after the present 
phase, while commending 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
for making the lands acqui-
sition a reality.

Jubrin also noted that 
the handover of  lands doc-
uments had qualified Abia 
State for more phases of  
federal housing projects 
while thanking the  ministry 
for the milestone.

Boko haram, killer herdsmen are
Islamization agents of FG - Maduwuike
By Jennifer John 

T
he Anglican Bishop of  
Ikeduru, Rt. Rev. Em-
manuel Maduwuike 

has described terrorist groups 
in the country, such as Boko 
haram, bandits, killer herds-
men, as agents being used 
to push for the Islamization 
agenda of  the federal govern-
ment of  Nigeria.

Bishop Maduwike made 
his feelings known while field-
ing questions from our corre-
spondent recently in Ikeduru, 
expressing reservations over 
the identity of  those causing 
mayhem in Imo State who 
he said may not be members 
of  IPOB/ESN, but probably 
sponsored from outside the 
state/zone to blackmail the 

Igbos.
Maduwike condemned the 

recent clampdown on news-
paper distributors and ven-
dors in Imo State, wondering 
why the press should be cen-
sored in democracy

The Bishop however made 
it clear that the crisis in Imo 
State will soon be a thing of  
the past, as long as God is 
seated on His throne.

“God is alive and as long as 
he is alive, those that put their 
trust in him will never be put 
to shame. Imo State is God’s 
own state and as long as God 
is concerned, he will protect 
us.

“But I have always chal-
lenged South East governors 
to take up their positions. 

They are God-given instru-
ments to protect the people 
in the South East. They can-
not sit down and be sleeping 
while the enemies ravage us. 
What I have always said is, 
we cannot just sit back and 
ask God to do for us what we 
can do for ourselves. “So I 
want to thank the governor of  
Imo for the stand he has just 
taken to really put an end to 
all these insurgence and ter-
rorist actions”.

Umahi loses his Housing Commissioner
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State has lost a 
member of  the State 
Executive Council, 

Engr. Uche Okah, who was 
until her death the  commis-
sioner for Housing.
Governor Umahi in a con-
dolence message to the 
bereaved family described 
Engineer Okah as a depend-
able ally in the success story 
of  Ebonyi State under his 

administration.
 He said: “We have received 
with rude shock the sad 
news of  the abrupt demise 
of  your amiable wife and 
dependable asset to our 
Government Late Engineer 
Mrs. Uche Okah, no doubt, 
her demise has placed a lot 
of  responsibility on your 
shoulders but we encourage 
you to hope in the Lord for 
comfort bearing in mind 
that both my family and 
Government are saddened 
by this unfortunate incident 

with”, Amadi said.
Amadi, who said he 

would be bowing out of  of-
fice as ombudsman of  the 
commission in a few days, 
informed that he had im-
proved the commission with 
the midas touch especially 
on matters concerning em-
ployees, ordinary people, 
(those who were abused, 
intimidated, cheated and 
marginalized) which “were 
resolved without any acri-
mony. Because the bureau 
stands for justice, as backed 
by military decree and lat-
er became an act of  parlia-
ment. When I came in I did 
a lot of  massive renovation 
with my personal money. I 
furnished the complaint de-
partment bureau because I 
needed a good environment 
to carry out my work duti-
fully and diligently”.

Amadi stated that the 
commission had partnered 
government as there was no 
case the commission settled 
that had been taken to court 
for redress, eulogizing gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma on 
road construction and reha-
bilitation in the State as he 
encouraged him to sustain 
the good work.

and we all share with you in 
this moment of  grief ”
Umahi observed that the 
demise of  Engineer Mrs. 
Okah at a time she was 
committed to joining forc-
es with the Government to 
bequeath enduring legacies 
to Ebonyians is devastating 
to her family and the state 
government as well but en-
couraged the deceased fam-
ily to put their faith in the 
Lord instead of  grieving as 
though all hopes were lost.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

  

T
he Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB), has 

announced a two weeks 
extension for candidates to 
complete their registration. 

In a communiqué issued 
at the end of  a two day meet-
ing in Abuja, JAMB said the 
registration exercise will end 
on May 29. The Board also 
said the 2021 Unified Ter-
tiary Matriculation Exami-
nation, UTME, and Direct 
Entry, earlier slated for June 
3 will now commence from 
June 19 to July 3, while the 
Mock UTME earlier sched-

uled for 20th May will now 
hold on June 3.

The communiqué read 
by the Registrar of  JAMB, 
Professor Ishaq Oloyede, 
said only one million, one 
hundred and thirty-four 
thousand, four hundred and 
twenty-four UTME and Di-
rect Entry candidates have 
so far been registered.

He said the decisions were 
taken to afford prospective 
candidates more time to 
complete their registration 
for the 2021 UTME and Di-
rect Entry, adding that the 
Board will dispatch moni-
toring teams to all States of  
the Federation and the FCT 
during the extension period.

JAMB extends UTME
registration for candidates

FHA receives 100
hectares of lands 
from Abia Govt
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
our communities of  
Usaka-Ukwu, Ndi-
okoro, Ndieke and 

Upa of  Ikwuano LGA 
of  Abia State have been 
electrified by the Rural 
Electrification Agency 
(REA), to the jubilation 
of  the people.

The electricity project, 
which was attracted by 
the member representing 

Abia community gets
electricity after  20 yrs

Ikwuano/Umuahia fed-
eral constituency, Hon. 
Sam Onuigbo was on Fri-
day commissioned.

Onuigbo who said 
he was worried  by  the 
plight of  his constitu-
ents, explained that the 
electricity project would 
transform the lives of  the 
rural people and improve 
their economic contribu-
tions to the State.

He equally promised 
that more communities 

Residents flee, as suspected herdsmen 
arrive Anambra community
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
here is palpable ten-
sion in Ifite Isuani-
ocha community, in 

Awka North Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
state following alleged im-
portation of  suspected Fu-
lani herdsmen in the area.

Some residents were said 
to have abandoned their 
homes and fled the area fol-
lowing a rumour that went 
viral on the social media 
alleging arrival of  a truck 
loaded with Fulani men in 
the community.

The report purportedly is-
sued by the President Gen-
eral of  the community, Mr.  
Frank Mkpume revealed 
that the vehicle zoomed off  
immediately after dropping 
the suspected strange ele-
ments, enjoining residents 
to be careful and vigilant.

A resident of  the area who 
preferred anonymity, said 

An elder shedding tears of joy as Hon. Sam Onuigbo cuts the tape to commission the electricity project.

Christians urged to
live life of emulation,
as Late Maria Chinyere
is interred 

C
hristians have been 
reminded that 
death is a neces-

sary end to everyone’s life 
which will be followed 
immediately by judgment, 
while calling on them to 
live a life of  emulation.

This reminder was made 
by the Vicar, St Michael’s 
Church Amatta, Rev. Can-
on Charles Mgbemena 
while delivering a homily 
during the funeral service 
of  late Maria Chinyer e 
Onuegbu

Canon Mgbemena, re-
minded all that everyone 
will be judged according 
to their deeds after death 
and made it clear that 
death has no orderly time-
table, neither does it look 
at faces or consider status.

According to the clergy-
man, there is no partiali-
ty in God’s judgment, no 
bribery or appeal. He said 
every work has a reward, 
as people will be rewarded 
according to their works 

and made it clear that 
heaven is real and hell fire 
is real, while there is no 
standing in the balance, as 
one is either in heaven or 
hell.

“Whatever good you 
can do, do it now, whatev-
er kindness you can show, 
show it now, because you 
may never cross that part 
again”, he admonished.

In his speech, the neph-
ew to the deceased, Clan 
Chief  Chimezie Kings-
ley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) 
praised God for making 
it possible for him to se-
cure permission from the 
Australian government on 
compassionate ground to 
come home and pay his 
last respect to his aunty.

He acknowledged that 
the best respect to the 
dead was to bury them, 
while appreciating all who 
made one contribution or 
the other for the success 
of  the burial.

the report threw the entire 
community into confusion 
and jittery as many hurried-
ly fled the area, while others 
kept vigil the day the mes-
sage got to them.

He said, “Last night was 
one of  the longest nights 
I have ever had as a hu-
man being. The message 
came in very late at about 
11:30pm about the alleged-
ly armed Fulani men, who 
were brought into a forest 
near a vast fallowed land 
purchased by INEC staff  at 
Isuaniocha.

“It was vigil last night for 
everyone resident in Isuani-
ocha and nearby Mgbakwu 
(where I live). As I speak, 
many families have moved 
to Awka, abandoning their 
homes.

“Please I join the PG to 
call on the government to 
investigate this matter to 
prevent any possible attacks 
on the people, as is being 
feared. Urgent step needs to 
be taken now please.”

Reacting, Police spokes-
person, Ikenga Tochukwu 
said the Command had 
since deployed Police team, 
calling on residents not to 
panic but to remain calm.

He said, “The command 
has since deployed Police 
team on the receipt of  this 

Catholic Bishop supports 
South East governors on
measures to tackle insecurity
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Awka Diocese, 
Most Reverend Dr. 

Paulinus Ezeokafor has 
indicated his support on 
Southern Governors on 
recent measures taken to 
stem the tide of  insecurity 
in the regions.

New Echo reports that 
seventeen Southern Gover-
nors recently met in Asaba, 
Delta State capital, where 
they took far-reaching de-
cisions to contain issues 
fueling insecurity in the 
regions, including ban on 
open grazing.

Speaking at a Eucharis-
tic celebration in Ifitedunu, 
Dunukofia Council Area, 

Bishop Ezeokafor, who 
noted that the decisions 
and measures were long 
overdue called for the full 
and speedy implementation 
of  the strategies mapped 
out. He commended Gov-
ernor Obiano for his prac-
tical solutions to security 
challenges in the State, urg-
ing him not to relent.

While calling on the Fed-
eral Government to show 
commitment in addressing 
insecurity and other issues 
impeding Nigeria develop-
ment as the giant of  Africa.

The Catholic Bishop 
however reminded those 
reaping from the present 
situation in the country to 
amend their ways and work 
towards the greater good of  
Nigeria.

and individuals would 
enjoy from his programs, 
while charging the com-
munities to utilise the 
project.

Some of  the commu-
nity members of  Ndieke 
who spoke to newsmen 
after the commissioning 
of  the project described 
the House of  Reps mem-
ber as God-sent, noting 
that they were abandoned 
to fate by previous repre-
sentatives.

One of  the elated vil-
lager who broke down in 
tears, Mr. Tobias Mmezu, 
said “My daughter who 
is studying marketing in 
a polytechnic is now 20 
years, but can you believe 
that there has not been 
light in my village since 
she was born?”

“In fact, it was painful 
seeing how our neighbors 
in Akwa Ibom enjoyed 
development while we in 
Abia suffered of  neglect.”

information and while not-
ing the area is calm, urged 
the good people of  Anam-
bra especially those in the 
area not to panic but work 
with the Police and other 
security agencies in identify-
ing the bad elements among 
them.”

Anambra Govt congratulates Obi 
of Onitsha at 80th birthday 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has rejoiced 
with the traditional 

ruler of  Onitsha, His Maj-
esty, Igwe Nnaemeka Alfred 
Achebe on his eighty birth-
day.  

A statement signed by 
the State Commissioner 
for Information and Public 
Enlightenment Mr. C-Don 
Adinuba noted that Igwe 
Achebe has brought to bear 
on his duties, his very rich 

experience as an alumnus of  
Sanford University Califor-
nia, and Columbia Universi-
ty, New York, as well as the 
National Institute of  Policy 
and Strategic Studies, Kuru, 
near Jos, Plateau State.

According to the state-
ment, “Nigeria has benefit-
ted from his rich experience 
as a Director of  the Royal 
Dutch Shell Company and 
International Breweries Ni-
geria Ltd, in addition to his 
being Pro-Chancellor of  
Ahmadu Bello University 
Zaria, Kaduna State, after 

serving as Pro- Chancellor 
of  the Kogi State University 
and has also been chairman 
of  Unilever Plc. and the de-
funct Diamond Bank Plc”.

It stated that “Igwe Achebe 
takes every assignment seri-
ously, leading from the front 
and displaying remarkable 
personal example including 
attended every meeting of  
the Anambra State Action 
Committee on COVID-19, 
headed by Governor Willie 
Obiano since its inaugura-
tion early last year and has 
at every meeting made a pro-

found contribution as well as 
played a huge role in the pre-
vention and containment of  
the highly infectious disease 
in Onitsha”.

The statement observed 
that in consideration of  the 
current state of  the country 
and the prevailing COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Igwe 
Achebe is not celebrating the 
attainment of  a milestone 
in his sojourn on earth with 
pomp and pageantry point-
ing out that the rather stoic 
marking of  the eightieth 
birthday is a lesson to all. 
Igwe Achebe is the chairman 
of  both Anambra State and 
Southeast Councils of  Tradi-
tional Rulers.
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ast week Governor Hope LUzodimma of Imo State 
in a game of musical chair 

sacked 20 of his commissioners, 
leaving 8 in what he called an 
effort to rejig his administration. 
Naturally, this has attracted 
mixed reactions with many 
heaving a sigh of relief hoping 
that the assemblage of a new 
team will give Imo the expected 
Hope as the land of Hope.

Whether or not their prayers 
will be answered is left more with 
the governor than with God 
Almighty. While the governor is 
claiming to be desirous of upping 
his ante in terms of growing the 
state, not few Imolites believe 
that is another opportunity to 
reward loyalty and create jobs for 
the boys typical of the way of 
politicians. 

Imo is a state in dire need of 
development. While the governor 
and his 3R's team is claiming to 
have delivered there are strong 
opinions across the state 
indicating that there is yet to be 
experienced any meaningful 
activity going on in the state. This 
view may have been validated by 
the governor's action of giving 
the boot to the 20 commissioners. 

He has confirmed the fears of 
Imo people who have been 
expecting him to live up to his 
campaign promises. The result of 
a cursory look in the state overall 
will provide a strong justification 
for the sack. Every sector of the 
state is groaning and the 
w i d e s p r e a d  c o m p l a i n t  i s  
anything pleasant even to the ears 
of Satan.  

The past one year has been 
anything but eventful. Contrary 
to the governor's promise to pay 
workers and pension wages it has 
been terrible for civil servants 
some of who are owed over a 
year's emoluments and were later 
declared ghost workers. It has 
been an endless tale of woes for 
the state civil servants. 

One can imagine the level of 
productivity for a worker so 
thoroughly unmotivated. Some 
Imolites have observed that aside 
a handful of road infrastructure 
revolving around the capital city 
of Owerri the state's worsening 
road infrastructure is in a terrible 
condition. It remains a hopeless 
situation for the people who have 
already tasted a bit of the vagaries 
of weather after some pounding 
of the earth by the sky.  

It has also been argued in some 
quarters that the commissioners 
should not be faulted for poor 
performance. Many who toe this 
line of argument hinge it on the 
fact that the commissioners can 
only key into the vision and 
direction fashioned out by the 
governor who is on the driving 
seat. The ship can only move in 
the direction he faces. 

This is the reason News Echo is 
querying if the next executive 
officers to be appointed by the 
governor would be able to take 
the state to the desired Eldorado 
assuming there is no radical 
positive changes in the policy 
direction of the government. 
Commentators have observed 
that the governor have frittered 
most of his governance time 
travelling to Abuja for purposes 
they claim is concerned more 
with personal political issues 
than state matters. 

Since assumption of office the 
governor has been embroiled in 
one fight or another especially in 
g iv i n g  l e g i t i m a c y  t o  h i s  
g o v e r n m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  
controversial Supreme Court 
verdict that enthroned his 
administration. The best way he 
can obliterate this we insist is 
provide good governance and put 
all controversies to sleep.

The next set of commissioners is 
critical in delivering this 
objective. He should open his 
eyes very well to make choices 
that meets the need of the people. 

Monday, May 17, 2021

Uzodimma's cabinet reshuffle:
Why new team must rescue Imo
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score cheap political points. They 
strategize to have a good grip on 
the people 's  emotion and 
thereafter play with it. 

When they succeed, they create 
dichotomy and divide their 
victims on ethnic and religious 
lines, using sex and class as useful 
tools. With this, they ignite and 
feed the flame of  crises and 
insecurity just to keep the masses 
busy while the scramble lasts.

Using the problems they 
created as campaign tools, they 
will present themselves as the 
competent ones with lasting 
solutions. With the speed of  light, 
they will promise to build bridges 
where there are no waters and 
make gardens in deserts. Even the 
sick and demented one can 
promise his audience perpetual 
youthfulness and immortality.

W i t h  b l a c k m a i l  a n d  
propaganda, they will brainwash 
the ignorant masses and establish 
a cult followership amongst 
them. They will tell people what 
they want to hear but will go back 
to work according to their 
master's plans. And like zombies 
some of  their followers and 
supporters can fight and die for 
them.

In the interplay of  political 
power ploys, politicians can do 
anything - the good, the bad and 
the ugly - for power

making ISOPADEC a viable, 
self-reliant commission which 
will provide your salary as at 
when due, outside the 40 percent 
from oil derivation?

The commission at age 13 
should be able to stand on its feet 
and cater for itself, even before 
government's subvention or the 
40 percent shares from 13 
percent oil derivations gets to the 
commission. But, because there 
is no development plan on 
act ivi t ies  of  the various 
departments, virtually all are 
depending or waiting for 40 
percent to arrive and also to get 
their shares of  the cake with 
ease. How long will this high 
degree of  dependency last? 

At least, the agriculture 
department of  ISOPADEC 
should have agro plantations. 
Where people should be going to 
buy some domestic products like 
food stuffs, or even package 
them for exports, such that 
would stimulate the economy. 
This should be the case since the 
h o s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  
agriculture-endowed areas with 
fertile land, surrendered by 
rivers and forestation.

their reach, bringing about 
mediocrity and bad governance.

With many forces contending 
with the man of  the moment, 
there is the possibility of  losing 
one's sanity especially if  one is 
not spiritually mature. The 
opposing camp would likely test 
their opposing powers on him - 
and many have unknowingly 
been bewitched and jazzed!

Seduction is another dangerous 
aspect of  the power game. Like a 
beautiful butterf ly without 
matured wings that can rest on 
anything, most power seekers 
easily fall for seduction - sex and 
money - and with more exposures 
come addiction. There is nothing 
the high and mighty cannot do 
for, and with, sex – and it gets 
worse with the shameless ones 
that play God.

There may also be a threat to 
life that comes with a share of  
loyalty, silly competition or even 
betrayal - and some people have 
been killed in the process with 
some fami l ies  wiped out  
mercilessly in barbaric manners. 
The fight for power can be rough 
and rude, and like in a war, 
anything goes.

Politics have some degree of  
emotional undertone so the 
power seeker among other things 
often goes out to play on the 
people's emotion. They create 
chaos and then cash in on it. They 
may even sponsor insecurity just 
to get campaign materials and 

his or her hard earned capital in 
an unsafe environment. Some 
years ago, it was through 
information leakage to one 
contractor that led to the 
garnishee of  the commission's 
fund in the banks.

In recent days, it has become a 
pattern that the commission 
would function in 'one week, one 
trouble' kind of  scenario. This is 
owing to what could be seen as 
seeming high level of  conspiracy 
in the commission, which aim 
and objective is to witch - hunt, 
or only to nickname the 
management, by calling the 
board and government a bad 
name, whereas the basic 
requirement has not been put in 
place by those demanding for 
equity, justice and fairness.

 An adage says: “he who seeks 
for equity must go with clean 
hands". Now the question 
remains: those seeking for 
equity, are their hands clean? 
You have the four factors of  
production: land, labour, capital 
and location, yet you are not 
productive.

In your various departments, 
what are your contributions in 

Their presence allures; their 
speeches mesmerize; their 
philanthropy gives hope that the 
masses may be cajoled or 
deceived into hoping against 
hope  in  a  pure  s ta te  o f  
hopelessness that such character 
could be perceived as the long 
awaited messiah. They seize 
every opportunity to tell people 
what they want to hear without 
believing a word in their 
promises.

But behind corporate image 
and public appearance, there is 
more to power - the pursuit and 
conquest of  power - that meets 
the eye. Some do dirty things – 
very dirty things.

For power, some people have 
done many abominable things 
including but not limited to 
joining secret societies and killing 
of  fellow human beings for rituals 
or to silence opponent(s) and 
opposition! Some politicians have 
snipers and retinue of  killer 
squads to deal with anyone that 
might stand against their  
aspiration and gross ambition.

But if  one can deliberately put 
up with all manners of  attacks 
and pains just to get into office, 
one can't only but imagine what 
could be done in such an office. 
This is one of  the reasons we have 
the type of  results we get from our 
political office holders. After 
paying different prices, they can 
stop at  nothing to abuse 
everything and all things within 

organization, such that causes 
the commission to lose potential 
investors in the localities. 

No one would wish to invest 

encourages risk taking, sedating 
those without conscience and 
making them idiots, focusing only 
on the imaginary advantages and 
benefits of  power.

Idiocy becomes the norm when 
idiots are in power, and they can 
engage into rampant, irrational 
destruction; destroying what they 
are meant to preserve and protect. 
But the folly of  such destruction is 
that they end up destroying 
t h e m s e l ve s  b y  i n d i r e c t ly  
empowering their opponents and 
enemies for stiff  opposition and 
resistance.

The power game is laced with 
pretence and beautified with 
deception. The poor, hungry 
players pretend to be humane and 
dependable while the rich ones 
through the facade of  charity hide 
their real intentions. A step into 
the corridor of  power would bring 
out the true character, revealing 
the  misanthrop i s t  in  the  
philanthropist! A celibate can 
suddenly become a polygamist or 
even a shameless rapist with 
power!

In the struggle for power, 
poverty could be synonymous 
with piety but affluence brings 
about flamboyance in politicking. 
The rich smart ones have bees of  
admirers and followers - and 
coupled with charming oratorical 
public speaking prowess learned 
through extensive processes and 
practices, they become the 
darlings of  the masses. 

commission established in June 
2 0 0 7 ,  c h a r ge d  w i t h  t h e  
responsibility of  uplifting the 
hydrocarbon-rich in Imo. This 
unnecessary gang up attitudes 
has contributed in the sapping of  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i t s  p o o r  
performance.

In earnest, an organization 
like ISOPADEC ought not to 
operate an open information 
s y s t e m .  B e c a u s e ,  a n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  o p e n  
information system portends 
danger to the management of  the 
organization, especially, where 
t h e r e  a r e  i n ex p e r i e n c e d  
m a n a g e r s  i n  v a r i o u s  
departments. It is somewhat 
improper that information or 
everything that happens in the 
commission flows the same way 
like flowing rivers into the world.

This is not that healthy for 
effective strategic management. 
It is a barrier to socio-economic 
development and also pose big 
s e c u r i t y  r i s k ,  b e c a u s e  
information is power. There 
appears to be a high propensity 
for information to leak in the 
commission and it has always 
had consequential effects on the 

hat power is taken not Tgiven has emboldened 
many power conscious 

people into doing many things in 
its pursuit. The conquest of  power 
is not a jamboree party so anyone 
desirous of  it must take the bull by 
the horns, wrestle with the pigs, 
d ine  with  the  devi l ,  and 
sermonize as a saint and be ready 
to do the wrong things. It is an art 
full of  dynamism and stratagems.

The path to the acquisition of  
power of  any form and magnitude 
is often not straight, having many 
bumps and detours. It can be 
imagined and visualized with 
ease but to get it is not an easy 
task. It is demanding and 
expensive. To wrestle power needs 
determination and uncommon 
courage that believe firmly in 
possibilities.

One peculiar thing about power 
is that it has the propensity to 
open up spaces and broaden one's 
horizon. It calls for caution but 
can also lead consciously into 
danger. The drive for power 
activates one's antenna for broad 
reception, instills a sense of  
urgency for result oriented 
actions. It thereafter lures into 
diverse temptations some of  
which cannot be resisted, 
especially when and where 
c e r t a i n  p r o m i s e s  a n d  
commitments had been made.

The myopia of  power does not 
only  equip  for  maximum 
concentrat ion but  i t  a l so  

he situations in the Imo TState Oil Producing 
Areas  Development  

Commission, ISOPADEC, calls 
for proper articulation on the 
imperative of  comprehensively 
overhauling the commission for 
it to deliver on its mandate. This 
is in order to solve its problems. 
So-doing, it will become a safe 
tool and also instrumental to the 
deve lopment  o f  the  Oi l  
Producing communities nay the 
entire state.

 It has therefore come to the 
stage where everyone should 
know his or her onion, such that 
would assist in the development 
process. Of  course, no man is an 
Island. And in the development 
process, it is a program of  
everyone getting involved in the 
system. Because it is a chain of  
command, which requires that 
there, must be team work to 
achieve results and meaningful 
goals.

ISOPADEC for some time 
now has remained dormant and 
porous. There is virtually no 
creativity, rather it is creating 
room for  a l l  manner  of  
characters  to  invade the 
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Dirty, deceitful games in struggle for power

Where is  value addition in ISOPADEC?

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

he commission at Tage 13 should be able 
to stand on its feet 

and cater for itself, even 
b e f o r e  g o ve r n m e n t ' s  
subvention or the 40 percent 
shares from 13 percent oil 
derivations gets to the 
commission. But, because 
there is no development 
plan on activities of the 
va r i o u s  d e p a r t m e n t s,  
virtually all are depending 
or waiting for 40 percent to 
arrive and also to get their 
shares of the cake with ease. 
How long will this high 
degree of dependency last? 
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rom 2011 to date, Flocal government 
areas of  Imo State 

have remained in tatters 
with hunger, suffering, 
insecurity and under-
development devastating 
communities, hamlets, 
kindreds and families, with 
the local government 
administration lacking 
autonomy.

This is because the state 
government championed 
by moneybags over the 
y e a r s  r e f u s e d  t o  
constitutionally conduct 
elections that could have 
ushered in God- fearing 
and development- oriented 
leaders to champion the 
cause of  the people who 
produce the wealth of  the 
state.

Political authorities at 
the state have refused to 
adopt autonomous status 
for local governments and 
the judiciary as urged by 
federal government with 
the intent to continue to 
dictate, maneuver and 
siphon local government 
funds.

Speaking to News Echo, 
the people who frowned at 
the backwardness and 
negativity blamed state 
government for being less 
concerned at the welfare, 
wellbeing and safety of  
r ural  dwel lers.  They 
cautioned against playing 
politics with the people's 
needs and services to the 
communities who lay the 
golden eggs that feed the 
state, stating that these 
needs must be consolidated 
and secured for continued 
success and cordiality.

A youth leader of  Obazu 
Mbieri, Mbaitoli local 
government, Comrade 
Chima Sylvester called on 
Imo State House of  
Assembly to make a law 
that will compel the 
executive to hold periodic 

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
elections.

 "Another thing that will 
bring smiles in the faces of  
the people especially those 
living at the rural areas is 
the immediate dissolution 
of  the constituted interim 
management committee 
chairmen and supervisory 
counc i lor s  fo l lowing  
legitimate elections".

A Journalist and an 
i n d i g e n e  o f  I r e t e  
community, Owerri West, 
Deacon Dan Opara said he 
wants government to do 
the needful by organizing a 

fair council election. "I am 
of  the opinion that the 
federal government should 
m a n d a t e  a l l  s t a t e s  
especially Imo State to 
conduct council election so 
as to attract development 
and economic growth in 
the rural areas".

L o c a l  g ove r n m e n t  
election, according to Barr 
Owulezi Anthony, a native 
o f  Obiz i ,  Ez in ih i t te  
M b a i s e ,  " w a s  l o n g  
overdue. But it is better late 
than vacuum. Therefore, I 
urge government to adopt 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

autonomy to 
s t r e n g t h e n  
g o o d  
g o v e r n a n c e  
(democracy) so 
t h a t  
representative 
g o v e r n m e n t  
breeds more 
administrative 
v a l u e s  a n d  
t h e r e b y  
improve better 
l i v i n g  w i t h  
p e a c e  a n d  
t r a n q u i l i t y  
b e i n g  t h e  
hallmark of  the 
society".

U w u l e z i  
s t ressed  the  
need for "state 
government to 
a l l o w  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  
administrators 
the full liberty 
a n d  t h e  
c a p a c i t y  t o  
positively effect 
c h a n g e s  
through free 
and credible 
elections. The 
people are in 
dire need of  
q u a l i t y  
infrastructure, 
qualitative and 
a f f o r d a b l e  
e d u c a t i o n ,  

employment opportunities 
which a working local 
g o v e r n m e n t  
administration would 
naturally provide for the 
people. The freedom of  the 
local government and that 
of  the judiciary are very 
important and ought not to 
be toiled with by the state 
government".

Owulezi observed that 
the electoral umpire, Imo 
S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
Electoral Commission 
( I S I E C ) ,  s h o u l d  b e  
directed and encouraged to 
s m o o t h e n  t h e  l o c a l  
gove r nment  e l ec t ion  
process with sense of  

sanity, decorum, discipline 
and sincerity of  purpose.

A businessman and 
politician, a native of  
I h i t t e -  O j i ,  O g w a ,  
Mbaitoli, Ejikeme Stanley 
frowned that "the ruins in 
the local government 
council are being caused by 
executive recklessness 
driven by greed and lack of  
vision. The people should 
be given the chance to 
exercise their franchise 
through popular election to 
enable them produce 
capable people who they 
want to represent them. 
For donkey years, the 
hinterlands are denied of  
social amenities hence we 
d e m a n d  f o r  p r o m p t  
c o u n c i l  e l e c t i o n .  
Community wealth should 
be used to develop the 
community to the good 
and benefit of  the people 
who are the prime owners 
of  government".

A native of  Orsu local 
government area and a 
teacher, Aguocha Ujunwa,  
noting that "from 1999 to 
2007, former governor of  
the state, Chief  Achike 
Udenwa, held and fully 
funded local government 
council poll which enabled 
people to fully participate 
in the affairs of  the local 
government such as they 
benefited from largesse and 
g o o d i e s  o f  h i s  
government".

"Throughout Udenwa's 
regime, the people were 
adequately represented in 
the local government 
council. People applauded 
Udenwa for his good 
g o v e r n a n c e  w h i c h  
manifested in the credible 
conduct of  elections. This 
feat by Udenwa should be 
adopted to reduce hunger, 
death and violence in the 
land".

A   c i v i l  s e r va n t ,  
Nwabugo Noraurged   
c a l l e d  o n  G ove r n o r  
Uzodimma to emulate the 
pattern of  Udenwa and 

By Ikenna Orioha

Continues on Pg. 8

Rural development: Imo people call for local
government election, autonomy

Charles Ohiri, ISIEC Chairman

Monday, May 17, 2021
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Ohakim who held 
local government 
election and allowed 
t h e  p e o p l e  t o  
participate in the day 
to day activities of  
gover nment  and 
tackled hunger and 
i n s e c u r i t y .  
Allocations of  the 
local government 
s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  
judiciously for socio- 
e c o n o m i c  
a d v a n c e m e n t .  
Uzodimma should 
jettison handpicking 
local government 
council leadership 
with the tendency to 
c o n t r o l  c o u n c i l  
allocations at the 
detriment of  the 
people".

Nwabugo who 
works in Owerri 
W e s t  l o c a l  
government council 
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
advised Uzodimma 
n o t  t o  t o w  
Okorocha's  path 
who he accused of  
m i s m a n a g i n g  l o c a l  
government allocations 
and held a kangaroo 
election few months to the 
end of  his second tenure. 

"As we speak, the local 
governments in Imo State 
are shadows of  themselves. 
This was worst during the 
rescue mission regime. 
Adversely, Okorocha killed 
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
administration for 8 years. 
He never accounted to the 
people how he used the 
council allocations for 8 
years. He selected his 
family members, loyalists 
and cronies to man local 
g o v e r n m e n t s  w h o  
eventually left the council 
to coma. His Community 
Gover nment  Counci l  
(CGC) was a flop, a mirage 
and a slap to viable 
democracy. The local 
government election he 
held was adjudged the 
worst council election in 
South East. Only one seat 
was won by the opposition 
in both chairmanship and 

councillorship seats. Many 
workers were sacked after 
cutting 13 percent in our 
salaries just as retirees were 
suffocated without any 
payment of  their pension. 
Thank God he never came 
back for the third term 
through his proxy son-in- 
law on whom he wasted 
p u b l i c  f i n a n c e  o n  
campaigns and elections".

Nwabugo also blamed 
Emeka Ihedioha for not 
holding local government 
election within the period 
he held sway as governor 
of  Imo State. "Ihedioha 
was in office for more than 
seven months. He could 
not hold council election 
and repeated the error of  
O k o r o c h a  w h o m  h e  
vehemently opposed for 
k i l l i n g  t h e  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  
administration. Although,  
h i s  s u d d e n  o u t s t a y  
a b r o g a t e d  t h e  l o c a l  
government election which 
was slated for December, 
2020. Uzodimma should 

not cash into these errors 
o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  l o c a l  
government areas remain 
i n  s h a c k l e s  o f  
backwardness, poverty, 
hunger and insecurity".

Speaking  dur ing  a  
courtesy visit to Owerri 
West and the security 
agencies in Imo State 
respectively, chairman, 
Imo State Independent 
Electoral Commission, 
H o n  C h a r l e s  O h i r i ,  
disclosed that soon local 
government election will 
be held in the state, as he 
begged the government to 
perfect its words on the 
election".

The ISIEC boss told the 
people of  Owerri West to 
be ready to fully participate 
in the local government 
council election. "It was a 
huge success as the ISIEC 
visited Owerri West local 
government area led by 
Mrs. Pauline Onyeka, 
myself, Hon Charles Ohiri 
and other members of  the 

commission who were 
received by the Interim 
Management Committee 
chairman of  Owerri West, 
H o n .  O k e c h u k w u  
Enyioha, monarchs and 
other notable leaders of  the 
locality.

"We brought to them the 
g o o d  n e w s  o f  o u r  
preparat ions  for  the  
forthcoming Imo local 
g ove r n m e n t  g e n e r a l  
election. We sensitized 
them on what they should 
know and also asked to 
know areas they need our 
help in order to make it a 
successful one, which they 
cooperated perfectly and 
assured us full support to 
conduct the free and fair 
election.

"I joined my colleagues 
on a courtesy visit to all 
security agencies in Imo 
State to brainstorm on how 
to actualize a peaceful, free 
and fair local government 
election in Imo State. Imo 
S t a t e  I n d e p e n d e n t  
Electoral Commission is 
not leaving any stone 
unturned in its quest to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  l o c a l  

government councils in 
Imo are manned by elected 
officials as mandated by 
His Excellency, Hope 
Uzodinma. It  is  our 
greatest priority to get it 
right this time. With God, 
we believe that it is all 
achievable"

To this  end, these 
concerned Imo indigenes 
had reiterated the need for 
government to fasten the 
smooth conduct of  local 
government election in 
order to mitigate suffering 
and insecurity bedeviling 
the people with quality 
infrastructure, education, 
employment and socio- 
economic development.

T h e y  a d d e d  t h a t  
autonomous status should 
be accorded to the local 
government council so that 
state executive would not 
t a m p e r  w i t h  l o c a l  
administration, allocations 
and internally generated 
revenues at the expense of  
the people, saying youths 
and women should be 
meaningfully empowered 
a n d  a v a i l e d  t h e  
opportunity to work for the 
good of  their communities, 
hamlets and families via 
local government council 
s u p p o r t  a n d  
encouragement.

Continued from Pg. 7

ISIEC and leaders of Owerri West local government council during a courtesy visit at the council headquarters, Umuguma, Owerri, recently.
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o s t  p o o r  Mh o u s e h o l d s  i n  
Nigeria are not 

connected to the country's 
electricity supply network as 
only 22 per cent of  the poorest 
of  them have access to grid 
power, the World Bank has 
said. 

It said this in its report on 
N i g e r i a  Po w e r  S e c t o r  
Recovery Programme, which 
was based on latest figures 
sourced from operators such as 
the  Niger ia  E lec t r i c i ty  
Regulatory Commission, the 
Rural Electrification Agency, 
the National Bureau of  
Statistics, power generators 
and distributors. 

An analysis of  the detailed 
report by our correspondent 
on Friday showed that many 
poor Nigerians, particularly 
those in rural areas, were not 

Coinbase
o i n b a s e  i s  t h e 

Ceasiest place to buy 
a n d  s e l l 

cryptocurrency, especially, 
Bitcoin. As one of  the leading 
mainstream cryptocurrency 
exchanges in the United States, 
the platform has become a 
standard on-ramp for new 
crypto investors over the past 
few years. Coinbase offers a 
wide variety of  products 

including cryptocurrency 
investing, an advanced trading 
platform, custodial accounts 
for institutions, a wallet for 
retail investors, and its own US 
dollar stable-coin. Founded in 
2012, the platform is a secure 
place that makes it easy to buy 
and sell cryptocurrencies like 
Bitcoin, Ethereum, Bitcoin 
Cash, and Litecoin. Recently, 
Coinbase was valued at US$85 
billion, spurring bitcoin and 

ether to all-time highs.
Cash App
Cash App is a peer-to-peer 

payment service owned by 
Square Inc, a leader in the 
fintech industry. Users can 
create a free account that will 
then let them instantly send or 
receive money from other 
users within the same country. 
They can also add funds to 
their Cash App account using 
a debit card linked to an 
existing bank account and can 
carry out the transfer from the 
Cash App account to the bank 
account instantly. Fortunately, 
the platform has expanded its 

service beyond Peer-to-peer 
payment service. The app 
users can also receive direct 
deposit payments and ACH 
payments, as well as purchase 
Bitcoin through Cash App. 
The platform started Bitcoin 
service in 2017 and is now 
allowing users to buy and sell 
them.

Binance
Binance is an exchange 

w h e r e  u s e r s  c a n  t r a d e 
Cryptocurrencies. Founded in 
2018 to enable peer-to-peer 
Bitcoin exchange transactions 
using local currencies, the 
company is now offering 
trading in more than 45 virtual 
coins including Ethereum, 

ccording to the 

As t a t e m e n t ,  t h e 
move comes as the 

FMITI had proposed to 
transfer supervision of  such 
private sector investment from 
NEPZA to OGFZA.

The investors described the 
proposed reform as “a ploy to 
destroy multi-million naira 
private investment in the free 
zones”.

They explained that FMITI 

had directed NEPZA to 
transfer five selected free zones 
(Dangote Industries Free 
Zone, LADOL Free Zone, 
Snake Island Integrated Free 
Zone, Tomato Industrial Park, 
and Olokola Oil and Gas Free 
Trade Zone) regulated by the 
authority to OGFZA.

According to the statement, 
NEPZA refused to comply 
with the ministry's directive.

The investors therefore 
called on NEPZA's board to 

Litecoin, and Binance Coin 
using 55 local currencies via 
150+ payment  channe l s 
around the world. In 2020, 
Binance P2P processed US$7 
billion worth of  transactions 
made through 3.8 million 
orders, with daily volumes 
reaching as high as US$54 
million. Among the many P2P 
solutions offered across the 
crypto market, the Binance 
P2P Bitcoin exchange offers 
several competitive features 
l i ke  ze ro  f ee s,  mul t ip l e 
payment methods, Escrow 
service, high liquidity, etc.

C u l l e d  f r o m 
www.analyticsinsight.net

connected to the country's 
power grid. 

In the report, the bank 
asked, “Who is connected to 
the grid?” 

And it answered the 
question by saying, “Only 22 
per cent of  the poorest 
households have access to 
electricity.” 

It then argued that keeping 
electricity tariff  low was 
beneficial to the rich more than 
the poor as the former were 
more connected to the grid and 
consume more electricity. 

It said, “Who gets the 
higher benefit? For every N10 
the government spends on 
meeting the tariff  shortfall, N8 
goes to the richer households 
who don't need help paying 
their bills.” 

The bank stated that the 
average annual per capita 

electricity consumption of  
Nigeria was 148 kilowatt-hour, 
making the nation a fourth of  
t y p i c a l  m i d d l e - i n c o m e  
country consumption. 

It stated that 40 per cent of  
p e o p l e  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  
electricity relied on non-grid 
sources such as generators, 
solar home systems, while low 
income households resorted to 
candles and flashlights. 

According to the bank, 41 
p e r  c e n t  o f  N i g e r i a n  
households pay for grid 
electricity and only 18 per cent 
of  them pay for more than 
100kWh/ month. 

The report observed that 
58 per cent of  non-farm 
enter pr ise  owners  were  
women and many of  them 
were home-based, reliant on 
generators and were losing 
sales. 

The bank said, “Large 
number of  rural schools and 
health centres are unelectrified 
–  c r i t i c a l  f o r  h u m a n  
development.” 

It said electrification in 
Nigeria had been at 1.1 per 

cent per annum since 2010 and 
had not kept pace with 
population growth, which it 
put at three per cent per 
annum, hence increasing 
deficit by about three million 
people to 85 million (57 per 

cent of  population).
“Nigeria now has 25 per 

cent more unelectrified people 
t h a n  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  
unelectrified country (DRC – 
in absolute terms),” the bank 
stated.

Only 22% poorest Nigerian households have electricity
access – World Bank

Some places for Bitcoin
investment in 2021

Investors threaten to divest over
free trade zones reform

meet with stakeholders “to 
listen to our concerns on this 
issue and collate coordinated 
views and inform FMITI 
before going to FEC with a 
memo.

“The course of  action is to 
prevent possible disinvestment 
in the Free Zone Scheme 
because the affected Zones are 
all  Private Sector Direct 
Investment without a single 
government grants.

“It is not possible for private 
sec tor  inves tment  to  be 
transferred into an unknown 
un leg i s l a t ed  in s t i tu t ion 
' O G F Z A ' .  W h i t e  Pa p e r 
cannot  be  subs t i tu t e  to 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y 
constitutional powers and 
authority to legislation.

“ I n  c o n c l u s i o n , 
M e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
Committee are Political Office 
Holders and Public Servants 
who do not have investment in 
the free trade zone but are 
willing to frustrate and destroy 
billions of  dollars of  private 
investment collaboration in 
the scheme.

“It is self-interest composed 
Committee that is not ready to 
advance Nigeria progress and 
development but advance 
personal interest”.

Electric Power PlantElectric Power PlantElectric Power Plant
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Tragedy as female
pedestrian crushed
to death in Ontisha 

ragedy has befallen Tresidents of  Upper 
Iweka in Onitsha as 

an unidentified driver of  Foton 
A u w a n  T r a i l e r  w i t h  
registration number KTU 477 
XW veered off  the road and 
ran over a yet to be identified 
female pedestrian crossing the 
road and in the process crushed 
her to death.

An eyewitness noted that it 
was caused by over speeding 
and loss of  control, adding that 
the fata l  road accident  
occurred on Saturday, at New 
Parts Down Flyover area of  

Onitsha, Anambra State.
Public Education Officer of  

Anambra State Sector of  
FRSC, Florence N.Edor made 
this known through a press 
release statement. Edor said 
"eyewitness report indicated 
that the crash was caused by 
excessive speeding and loss of  
control".

She said that the yet to be 
identified female adult was 
rushed to Toronto hospital by 
FRSC rescue team from Upper 
Iweka Outpost and was 
confirmed dead by the doctor 
on duty and deposited at the 
same hospital morgue.

The Sector Commander 
Anambra State,  Adeoye 
Irelewuyi (CC) has sent his 
condolence to the deceased 
family. He advised motorists 
especially articulated vehicle 
drivers to desist from speeding 
in built up areas to avoid such 
re-occurrence. He urged 
pedestrian to use provided 
pedestr ian br idge while  
crossing the road.

h e  P o l i c e TC o m m a n d  i n 
Enugu State has 

arrested 16 suspects, one 
f e m a l e  i n c l u s ive,  f o r 
cu l t i sm and unlawful 
possession of  firearms, 
within two weeks.

The command also 
recovered two cut-to-size 
locally-made guns, one 
locally-made pistol, two 
live cartridges, six mobile 
p h o n e s ,  a  p o w d e r y 

u n m e n  h a v e 

Greportedly killed 
three policemen 

d u r i n g  a n  a t t a c k  o n 
Nsukwa Police Divisional 
Headquarters, Aniocha 
South LGA.

It was learnt the attack, 
which occurred around 

1.00am on Sunday, led to 
collapse of  parts of  roof  of  
the police station.

Details of  the attack 
were still sketchy as at 
press time.

It was gathered that an 
uneasy calm has enveloped 
Nsukwa, a small agrarian 

community, following the 
at tack with  res idents 
f leeing to neighboring 
communities.

It was learnt that the 
gunmen, who arrived on 
foot, launched the attack 
from a thick forest behind 
the ill- fortified station.

Although identities of  
the slain policemen have 
not been declared, sources 
in the community claimed 
they include an Inspector, 
sergeant and a Corporal.

The fa te  of  a  lone 
detainee at the station 
remains unknown as at 
press time.

S o u r c e s  i n  t h e 
community said that there 
were sporadic shootings 
that lasted for about one 
hour.

Several policemen have 
been killed in attacks in 
different parts of  Delta 
State but no police station 
has been razed until this.

D e l t a  P o l i c e 
Commissioner, Ari Ali, 
who declined comment 
said: “Speak with the 
police public relations 
officer”.

Efforts to reach the 
Delta Command image 
maker,  Br ight  Edafe, 
proved abortive as his lines 
rang out several times.

substance suspected to be 
h e r o i n  a n d  w e e d s 
suspected to be Indian 
hemp.

The Command's Public 
Relations Officer, A.S.P. 
Daniel Ndukwe, said this in 
a statement made available 
to newsmen on Sunday in 
Enugu.

Ndukwe said that the 
feat was achieved by joint 
operations carried out by 
police operatives attached 

to 9th Mile Police Division, 
A n t i - C u l t  U n i t  a n d 
personnel of  the Nigerian 
Army,  82 Divis ion in 
Enugu.

He said that the joint 
o p e r a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e 
between April 19 and May 
4, within a span of  three 
council areas in the state.

“ T h e y  i n c l u d e d : 
Cornelius Uche, 31; Ifeanyi 
Umeneze, 22; Chijioke 
Anachuna, 34; Chibuzor 

Umeayo, 28;  Chinedu 
O k e k e,  2 3 ;  O z i n a c h i 
O b a d i k e,  2 2 ;  I f e a n y i 
Nwagbo, 27; Chigozie 
Okeke, 18, and Chikamso 
Odinwankpa, 18; were all 
arrested.

“They were arrested on 
May 4 within Ezeagu Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a 
following their alleged 
involvement in bloody cult 
clashes.

“Others included: Ozor 

Chidubem, 22; Amina 
Inalegwu (female), 18; 
B e n a r d  B r i g h t ,  2 0 ; 
Ugwu Chidera, 21; Ani 
Chukwuebuka, 23, and 
Onoh Obumneme, 20, 
who were all arrested on 
April 19 at about 3:30 
a.m.

“They were arrested 
along Enugu-Makurdi 
Expressway, 9th Mile, 
Udi L.G.A. on their way 
to plan and perfect a 
heinous cult activity, as 
p r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation reveals.

“Another  o f  the 
suspect, one Uchenna 
Aniagozie,  28 ,  was 
arrested on April 28 for 
his alleged involvement 
in a deadly cult clash 
sometime in January 
2021.

“ P r e l i m i n a r y 
investigation shows that 

they all confessed to being 
m e m b e r s  o f  V i k i n g s 
Confraternity,'' he said.

The police spokesman said 
that the suspects would be 
prosecuted accordingly once 
ongoing investigations into 
their nefarious activities were 
concluded.

“To this end, residents of  
the state have been called upon 
to remain law-abiding, vigilant 
and quickly report suspected 
criminals and their activities to 
the nearest police station.

“Residents can call the 
C o m m a n d ' s  e m e r g e n c y 
hotlines on 08032003702, 
08075390883, 08086671202 or 
08098880172,'' he added.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Police arrest 16 persons over cultism, recover
firearms, ammunition in Enugu

Three cops feared dead as gunmen raze
Delta police station

FRSC officials carting away the body of the deceasedFRSC officials carting away the body of the deceasedFRSC officials carting away the body of the deceased

Burnt entrance of the police stationBurnt entrance of the police stationBurnt entrance of the police station

Burnt motorcycle in the compoundBurnt motorcycle in the compoundBurnt motorcycle in the compound
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Hope Uzodimma has been since 

he assumed duties. That is, the 

journalists should report what 

they see and encountered rather 

than what they hear in rumours 

or get from social media 

platforms. He maintained that 

the governor and government are 

not perfect men as they can make 

mistakes and as well apologize. 

with a view to discovering his 
level of  culpability and possibly 
arresting other suspects. 

H e  f u r t h e r  u s e d  t h e  
opportunity to call on any 
person who participated in the 
a t t a c k  o n  t h e  N i g e r i a n  
Correctional Centre, as well as 
the escapee inmates to turn 
themselves in, or else will be 
made to face the full wrath of  the 
law when arrested.

"The CP therefore charged 
members of  the public to  
partner with the command by 
v o l u n t e e r i n g  c r e d i b l e  
information to the Police, which 
may lead to the arrest of  criminal 
elements in and around  the 
state", the statement concluded. 

Emelumba tasked journalists to 

emulate the Catholic Pontiff, 

Pope Francis, whose message in 

this year's celebration of  global 

communications was entitled 

“Come and See”. In his words, 

Emelumba stated that the 

meaning of  the theme was come 

and see what the Imo State 

Government through Governor 

Correctional Services and the 
Police headquarters on the early 
hours of  Easter Monday.

"However, at the point of  
arrest, one English made Pump 
action rifle and twenty six (26) 
live cartridges, a pair of  police 
uniform with the rank of  Deputy 
Superintendent of  Police (DSP) 
which was hidden in his tinted 
Toyota Escalade vehicle were 
recovered.

"Upon inter rogation he 
claimed to be a Police Spy 
trained at the Police Training 
School, Ikeja". 

Meanwhile according to the 
press release, the commissioner 
of  police has ordered full scale 
investigation into the matter, 

for their recent action towards the 
call for restructuring, while he 
decried the “over importation of  
police and military (security) 
personnel from the north to the 
Igbo nation because it makes me 
and any sensible person to feel 
intimidated”. 

During the discourse on the 

World Communications Day, the 

Imo State Commissioner of  

Information, Chief  Declan 

tranquility in Imo state,  as well 
as the determination and 
adoption of  a robust  crime 
prevention and detect ion 
s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  n e w  
Commissioner of  Police Imo 
State, CP Abutu Yaro, fdc. 
Operatives of  the Command 
while on surveillance and 
confidence building patrol 
arrested one Micheal Osundu 
"m" of  Owerri but claim to be 
based in London, United 
Kingdom".

The release said Osundu was 
arrested in connection with 
criminal activities in the state, 
and he is reasonably suspected to 
be part of  the hoodlums that 
a t t a c k e d  t h e  N i g e r i a  

then have never treated the South 
East fairly. 

Almost sounding like a father 
counseling his children, the 
archbishop urged leaders on all 
levels of  government to embrace 
peace, dialogue and unity as key 
factors in building a united 
countr y directed towards  
p r o g r e s s ,  g r o w t h  a n d  
development. He gave kudos to 
the Southern Governors Forum 

mo State Police command Ihas announced the arrest of  
a suspected bandit, Michael 

Osondu who also impersonates 
the Nigerian Police Force

According to a press release by 
the image maker of  Imo State 
Police command, SP Ikeokwu 
Orlando, Osundu was arrested 
by men of  the Imo State Police 
command, during one of  their 
s u r v e i l l a n c e / c o n f i d e n c e  
building patrols.

According to the release, "In 
line with the mandate and 
directive of  the Inspector 
General of  Police,  IGP 
ALKALI BABA USMAN psc+, 
NPM,fdc, to restore  peace and 

h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  TArchbishop Diocese of  
Owerri, AJV Obinna, has 

called on the governor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope Uzodimma, 
to change his approach in the face 
of  severe security challenges in 
the state. Obinna made this 
assertion in his post sermon 
presentation to mark this year's 
World's Communication Day, at 
Maria Assumpta Cathedral, 
Owerri, yesterday. 

He retorted that the insecurity 
in the country, particularly in 
Imo State, was baffling and 
required the urgent attention as 
well as action of  the governor. 
The archbishop urged the 
governor to map out strategies on 
how to tackle the gross insecurity 
threatening the foundation of  
Imo State. 

On the continued agitation for 
the independent state of  Biafra 
by IPOB and MASSOB, the 
cleric noted that it was the 
“provocative exclusion” of  the 
South East from the scheme of  
things by the centre that 
propelled and inspired Igbo 
youths to start demanding for 
sovere ign ty  th rough  se l f  
determination. He told his 
audience that all of  MASSOB, 
IPOB and ESN were reactionary 
as the Igbo youths have been told 
of  the Nigeria – Biafra civil war 
when their progenitors were 
forced back to Nigeria even as 
successive governments since 
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Insecurity: Archbishop Obinna charges 
Uzodimma to change approach

Obinna Uzodimma

Imo Police arrests suspected criminal, 
recovers firearms, police uniform
By Uzoma Ogoke
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y e a r s  n o w.  T h e  m o s t  
unfortunate thing so far is that 
the new drainage being put in 
place is yet to even touch all 
parts of  the road after six years. 
It has been a cut and join job for 
six years.

"As for Eziukwu road, the 
case is the same. Some parts 
completed and commissioned 
while another phase is still 
under construction. Ngwa road 
is seriously under construction 
and a commendable work is 
ongoing there right now.

" Po r t  H a r c o u r t  r o a d ,  
Ohanku road and Omuma road 
are under construction, but the 
pace of  the work is frustrating 
many residents especially that 
of  Port Harcourt that has been 
under construction since 2018. 
Nothing is yet to start at Obohia 
road," the engineer submitted.

Umunna said that above 
points does not in any way take 
anything away from the efforts 
of  the Okezie Ikpeazu led 
administration in trying to fix 
Aba. He stressed that one is left 
confused that with all the 
efforts for the past six years, 
none of  those important roads 
are completely reconstructed 
and commissioned, adding that 

after every drop of  rain as it 
used to be. The only difference 
from before is that it was 
dualized and made motorable 
when there is no rain. Aba-
Owerri road has perpetually 
being under construction for six 

but the road is uncompleted. 
The drainage system channeled 
at Ifeobara Basin, to take away 
storm water is not working.  
The job is not done in terms of  
flood channeling. 

"Faulks road is still flooded 

changes to come into, out of  
those nine roads, none can be 
said to have been completely 
changed to wear the expected 
new looks. 

"Those roads includes: 
Faulks road (now known as 
Sam Mbakwe road), Ohanku 
road, Obohia road, Omuma 
road, Ngwa road, Aba-Owerri 
road, Port Harcourt road, 
Eziukwu road and Cemetery 
road. 

"Out of  the nine above 
mentioned roads, none has 
b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  
commissioned since 2015. 
Vehicles are plying Faulks road, 

n Igbo-land, when strange Ithings happen, strange 
questions are asked. If  a 

visitor who is familiar with 
Aba, the commercial hub of  
Abia State can recall what 
he/she saw from 2015-2021 
questions will definitely arise.

During Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu's 
c a m p a i g n  f o r  2 0 1 5  
gubernatorial election, there is 
one slogan that nobody will 
forget, which is; "Nwa-Aba ga 
aru Aba." That is to say, it will 
take only an Aba man to fix the 
decayed infrastructure in Aba. 
For clarification sake, the city 
of  Aba currently cuts across five 
LGAs. Aba South, Aba North, 
Ugwunagbo, Obingwa and 
Osisioma. That one is from any 
of  these LGAs does not make 
one "Nwa-Aba." 

It only takes he/she who is 
born and bred in Enyimba City 
to qualify to be addressed as 
"Nwa-Aba" whether he/she is 
from any of  those indigenous 
LGAs that make up Aba or not. 
By all standards, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu is "Nwa-Aba", and the 
expectations of  all those born 
and bred in that commercial 
city is that one of  their own will 
fix the city.

Are their expectations met? 
Are there efforts to meet those 
expectations? Are those efforts 
yielding any fruit? Is the city 
wearing a new look? These and 
more are questions begging for 
answers.

A resident, Engr. Julius 
Umunna, said that Dr. Ikpeazu 
took over as Governor in 2015, 
there are nine major roads 
everybody were expecting 
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

Six years after, Ikpeazu yet to complete 
any  major Aba road

"However, there are absolutely no assessable roads 
inside Aba after six years of being in charge. Few days of 
rains have revealed to many residents that there is still 
long way to go. How can a newly constructed road still 
get submerged after every drop of rain? When the 
Wednesday last week's rain started dropping, I witnessed 
rain for the first time at Osusu road after its 
reconstruction. Initially I was full of confidence that at 
least, I will drive my car under the rains smoothly 
straight to Ama-Ogbonna, hitting to the railway and 
straight to Azikiwe road.  I was shocked that within 20 
minutes of rain, the newly reconstructed Osusu road that 
has very newly built deep drainages on both sides, filled 
up and got submerged like a street at the bank of a river. 

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

The endless construction of Osusu road, Aba

Ikpeazu

Continues on Pg. 12
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were passing through is still 
there. In fact, it seems to have 
increased. Every morning and 
evening, the gridlock we 
witness will make you think 
free cars were distributed to all 
residents. But the problem is 
that everyone is struggling to 
make use of  the few motorable 
r o a d s  w h i l e  p e r p e t u a l  
cons t r uc t ion  works  a re  
ongoing in many."

An impeccable source at 
Abia State Ministry of  Works 
told News Echo that inasmuch 
as the complaints of  residents 
are genuine, the government is 
not relenting in its efforts to 
make Aba lively again.

"I know most of  them will 
want us to rush Port Harcourt 
road, Obohia and Ohanku with 
same speed applied at Ngwa 
road, but that's not possible. 
Those three roads including 
will always go with the pace of  
the flood disaster control 
mechanism been carried out 
a r o u n d  U m u a g b a i  b y  
NEWMAP. 

"Ever ybody knows  an  
underground tunnel is being 
constructed around that area to 
handle flood around the entire 
flood prone Ndiegoro axis. As 
for Osusu road that's receiving 
complaints about flood, I don't 
think the road has been 
properly channeled. 

“It's like it will be properly 
channeled through Cemetery 
road and even Omuma road 
has a role to play on it. Initially, 
I thought it'll go through 
Okigwe road channel, but I 
have got to make properly 
enquiries to ascertain the new 
plan."

construction,  nothing is  
happening in Obohia road, Port 
Harcourt road is just there, so, 
what are the names of  those 
roads this government has 
completed?

"Look at what they're doing 
at ABSUTH road? Honestly, I 
don't understand whether all 
N i ge r i a ' s  p r o b l e m s  a r e  
domiciled in Aba? I've noticed 
the state government is  
currently touching Aba-Ikot-
Ekpene Highway which is a 
Federal road, and I commend 
them. That is what we have 
been expecting. 

"Don't get me wrong, I'm not 
saying the government has 
done nothing, but my problem 
is that the same suffering we 

said he finds it difficult to 
explain why Port Harcourt 
road, Ngwa road, Ohanku 
road, Omuma road and other 
major roads are still under 
construction while Ikpeazu 
does not even have full two year 
before he leaves office.

"I don't understand. When 
people say, Governor Ikpeazu 
has constructed roads in Aba, I 
can't help but wonder where the 
roads are because all major 
roads that were bad are either 
halfway worked or still as they 
were.

" N g wa  r o a d  i s  u n d e r  
construction, Omuma road is 
still at drainage stage, Cemetery 
r o a d  i s  t h e r e  u n d e r  
construction, Ohanku is under 

up and got submerged like a 
street at the bank of  a river. 

"Luckily for me, I packed my 
car  ins ide  my brother ' s  
compound close to our town 
union hall where we held an 
emergency meeting for an event 
at home. I had to wait for one 
hour after the rain to at least see 
how to drive out. As I speak to 
you know, I'm still shocked this 
happened and is happening in 
newly constructed Osusu road.

"I can't really explain it. Does 
it mean the drainages aren't 
emptying anywhere? I was very 
shocked to see such. What's 
happening in this state? Do we 
just love making mockery of  
ourselves here? 

Mr. Jehoshaphat Ezechukwu 

the expectations of  his likes are 
still high that the end will be 
better than the beginning under 
Ikpeazu.

Another resident, Nze Festus 
Odidika said that everything 
seems to be on standstill 
notwithstanding the obvious 
efforts being made in the past 
six years.

"One may ask, has Ikpeazu 
completed some roads in Aba, 
the answer is yes, but the impact 
is not felt seriously because 
none of  the major roads in Aba 
is completely in a good shape 
for both rainy and dry season.

"I give it to Ikpeazu, he 
completed the reconstruction 
of  Ukaegbu road, Ehere road, 
Umuola road, Egege street, 
Ebemma street, Emelogu road, 
Omini  d r ive,  Mi lver ton  
Avenue, Osusu road, Ojike 
Lane, re-asphalted Okigwe 
road and is still doing more.

" H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  
absolutely no assessable roads 
inside Aba after six years of  
being in charge. Few days of  
rains have revealed to many 
residents that there is still long 
way to go. How can a newly 
constructed road still get 
submerged after every drop of  
rain? When the Wednesday last 
week's rain started dropping, I 
witnessed rain for the first time 
at  Osusu road after  i ts  
reconstruction. 

"Initially I was full of  
confidence that at least, I will 
drive my car under the rains 
smoothly straight to Ama-
Ogbonna, hitting to the railway 
and straight to Azikiwe road.  I 
was shocked that within 20 
minutes of  rain, the newly 
reconstructed Osusu road that 
has very newly built deep 
drainages on both sides, filled 
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‘ ‘

‘ ‘

...Endless Aba roads constructions make 
it impassable

“Don't get me wrong, I'm not saying the 
government has done nothing, but my 
problem is that the same suffering we were 
passing through is still there. In fact, it seems 
to have increased. Every morning and 
evening, the gridlock we witness will make 
you think free cars were distributed to all 
residents. But the problem is that everyone is 
struggling to make use of the few motorable 
roads while perpetual construction works are 
ongoing in many."

The newly constructed Osusu road by Faulks, Aba

Continues from Pg. 11
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NEWS

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Forum of  State 
Chairmen of  All 
Progressives Con-

gress (APC) South East, 
has sued for peace and di-
alogue between the South 
and the North to resolve 
political and economic is-
sues that cause insecurity, 
killings and arsons in the 
country.  The forum made 
the call when it paid a sol-
idarity visit to the governor 
of  Imo State, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma, at the Govern-
ment House, Owerri, on 
Sunday.

In a release signed and 
made available to journal-
ists after the meeting, by 
Hon Donatus Nwanpka, 

Insecurity: South East APC chairmen sue 
for peace, dialogue

Abia; Dr. Ben Nwoye, 
Enugu; Barrister  Marcil -
lenous Nlemaigbo, Imo ; 
Hon Stanley Okoro, Eb-
onyi and Hon Basil Ejidike, 
Amambra States, begged 
aggrieved citizens to sheath 
their swords and embrace 
peace and dialogue.

“The Forum of  South 
East APC State Chairmen 
at this point call on our dear 
brothers, sisters and fellow 
Nigerians from all divides 
to sheath their swords, ex-
ercise restraints, place the 
nation above our individ-
ual interest as we explore 
the principle of  positive di-
alogue and round table ne-
gotiations to save this gen-
eration and generation yet 
unborn”, the communiqué 

stated .
While identifying with, 

and commending south-
ern governors for taken 
bold positions and stand on 
how to move forward, the 
forum told President Mo-
hammadu Buhari to ignore 
detractors as he creates ad-
missible avenues for pos-
itive and fruitful national 

dialogue which it believes 
will involve governors, 
opinion leaders, national 
assembly members, youths, 
state, local, political and 
cultural leaders to chat a 
positive way forward.

Lauding Governor Uzo-
dimma for the maturity 
with which he handled 
insecurity in the state, the 

group condemned the wan-
ton destruction of  property, 
loss of  lives at the Gover-
nor’s native home and the 
trivialization of  govern-
ance by perceived enemies 
of  Imo State.  Thus, the fo-
rum had joined voices with 
the Imo State chapter of  In-
ter Party Advisory Council 
(IPAC), to appreciate Uzo-

dimma on his  “quality, 
purposeful leadership and 
your infrastructural devel-
opment revolution”, add-
ing that it is very proud of  
the Governor of  Imo and 
Ebonyi States whose ster-
ling performances are used 
as yardsticks to measuring 
good governance across 
the country.

Heritage resources are
sustainable economic tool for

development - DG-NCMM

From Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he South East Gov-
ernors have come un-
der severe criticism 

by the Human Rights Lib-
erty Access and Defender’s 
(HURIDE) for failure to 
appreciate the father of  hu-
man rights in Nigeria, Mr. 
Innocent Chukwuma

The rights group in a 
statement made available 
to newsmen in Onitsha, 
the Anambra State com-
mercial city condemned 
shoddy treatment meted 
out to a top rights activist, 
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, 
who recently passed away 
in Lagos.

Group laments poor treatment of
Innocent Chukwuma by S/East govs

The group in the state-
ment signed by the Exec-
utive Director, HURIDE, 
Dede Uzor A Uzor, said 
since death of  Chukwu-
ma, who hailed from Imo 
State, no South East Gov-
ernor, including the Imo 
State Governor, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma, condoled with 
the family and the human 
rights community in Nige-
ria.

``None of  them across 
the country, even tried to 
visit his family in Lagos.’’

The statement notes: ``It 
is unfortunate that no Igbo 
elite except a former Gover-
nor of  Anambra State, Mr. 
Peter Obi who visited his 
family’’.

``This is at variance with 
the response of  Yoruba 
political elite over Yinka 
Odumakin, where the gov-
ernors thronged his home 
in droves starting with 
Vice-President, Prof. Yemi 
Osinbajo.

``The South West Gov-
ernors and other political 
and economic leaders apart 
from pouring in messages 
in torrents also paid their 
condolence visits to the im-
mediate family.’’

The South West Gover-
nors, said HURIDE, took it 
upon themselves to accord 
Odumakin a befitting burial 
as well as immortalise him 
by naming a street after him 
in his hometown, Ile Ife, 

Osun State.
``But for Chukwuma, he 

was left out as an orphan. 
That shows you the quality 
of  political and economic 
class we have in the leader-
ship of  the zone.’’

The group called on 
South East Governors , es-
pecially Imo State Gover-
nor to immortalise him by 
naming a street in Owerri, 
the Imo State capital after 
him.

They said it was not only 
Governors but National As-
sembly members, Ministers, 
political and business lead-
ers, who should show inter-
est in the activities of  icons 
from their zone, especially 
in the travails of  others.

Uzodimma lauds Obi of Onitsha as he clocks 80

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has felicitated with 

the Obi of  Onitsha, His 
Royal Majesty, Igwe Alfred 
Nnaemeka Achebe (Agbogi-
di) who turned 80 weekend.

Uzodimma described Igwe 
Achebe as a respected mon-
arch who is not just a blessing 
to his State, Anambra, but to 
his country, Nigeria and the 

African continent in general.
The governor said Igwe 

Achebe as the Chairman of  
Anambra Council of  Tradi-
tional Rulers radiates uncom-
mon wisdom and intelligence 
and that he has brought pa-
nache to the traditional insti-
tution in Nigeria in general 
and Anambra State in par-
ticular.

Uzodimma said he was 

Moses Onukwufor, with stick dancing to the admiration of on-lookers when the Owu Omumu dancing group of Uru, 
Isi Ogwa, Mbaitoli LGA,  Imo State entertained the audience at the burial ceremony of Late Lolo Monica Nwachukwu 
of Mgbekee kindred, Durualokauwa Uru, Isi Ogwa at her country home, last weekend.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

T
he Director General 
of  the National Com-
mission for Museum 

and Monuments (NCMM) 
Professor Abba Tijani has 
taken a hard look at the 
nation’s tourism, saying 
that heritage resources are 
sustainable economic de-
velopment tool that could 
sufficiently contribute to 
tourism development of  any 
country. 

Professor Tijani said this 
in Nsukka in a keynote ad-
dress during the Depart-
ment of  Archaeology and 
Tourism, University of  Ni-
geria, Nsukka (UNN), First 
Multidisciplinary Confer-
ence tagged: “Multi-disci-
plinary Collaboration in the 
21st Century: Planning for 
the Present and Future”

The NCMM boss de-
scribed tourism as a major 
item of  international trade 
that was capable of  boosting 
the economy of  any coun-
try. “Heritage resources pro-
mote tourism and  supposed 
to be more viable in Africa, 
because the continent  is 
rich in cultural and natural 
heritage.

According to him, “Her-
itage tourism has the ability 
to create employments as 
well as serve as a mecha-
nism for protecting natural 
environment.

“It also preserves histori-
cal, archaeological and reli-
gious monuments as well as 
generate foreign revenues,” 
he said. 

Tijani who was repre-
sented by a Director in De-
partment of  Monuments 
Heritage and Sites in the 
commission,  Mrs. Victoria 

Osuagwu said safeguarding 
the integrity and fabric of  
Nigeria’s heritage resources 
could be achieved by sus-
tainable tourism manage-
ment.

“The sustainable use of  
country’s heritage resources 
for tourism must have at its 
centre preservation and con-
servation of  national herit-
age, “he said. 

The DG commended 
UNN department of  ar-
cheology and tourism for 
the multi-disciplinary con-
ference and described the 
theme of  the conference as 
very apt in moving the tour-
ism sector forward.

Also speaking, the tradi-
tional ruler-elect of  Ubogi-
di/Ozalla proposed autono-
mous community in Nsukka 
Local Government Area of  
Enugu State, Chief  Samuel 
Asadu said there is tourism 
potential in Nigeria.

The royal father who is 
a health worker in United 
States of  America  (USA) 
for the past 25 years and 
have hospital of  his own in 
USA described archeology 
and tourism as huge foreign 
exchange earner in the globe  
as many people across the 
world visit daily museums 
and tourist sites for research 
purposes  and sightseeing. 

“Cultural Institutions and 
museums play vital roles in 
tourism development of  any 
country. Some of  the coun-
tries in Africa like Kenya 
and South Africa get huge 
foreign exchange from tour-
ism to sustain their econo-
mies, “he said. 

He advised students of  
the department to take their 
study very serious as they 
have unlimited opportuni-
ties in terms of  employment 
across the globe.

not surprised because Igwe 
Achebe made his mark as an 
accomplished professional 
before answering the call of  
his people to occupy the re-
vered stool of  Obi of  Onitsha.

“He has proven to be an in-
spiration to many people, par-
ticularly as he leads a life of  
sincerity, prudence, service to 
humanity, among other posi-
tive attributes that mark him 

out as a distinguished mon-
arch,” the Governor said.

Governor Uzodimma 
prayed God Almighty to 
grant Igwe Achebe many 
more years of  faithfulness 
and the grace of  longevity of  
life in good health with sound 
mind, so that his wise coun-
sel will be readily available for 
the society to tap from.
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Nigeria needs to be cautious 
and careful. We are digging a 
hole which we are falling into, 
and when a man buries himself  
one of  his hands must come 
out. That is what is happening 
now. I warned earlier that was a 
decade ago that Nigeria is on 
tripod and there will be trouble 
if  one of  the three legs is 
removed. They see the Eastern 
region as enemy. And that is 
why there is restiveness 
especially among the youths. 
Some people say Biafra. Is there 
any time Biafra did not exist? 
The other name for an Igbo 
man is Biafra. That means 
every Igbo person is a Biafra. 
The insecurity is caused by bad 
leadership. There is high rate of  
unemployment. Nigerians are 
hungry and our leaders are 
insensitive to the plight of  the 
down trodden. I wrote some 
time ago that some Igbo above 
60 years are dealing with the 
same Biafra soldiers who 
fought for them for 3years. This 
is a very big mistake.

 What does it portend for the 
South East zone and Nigeria 
generally?
 There will be continuation in 
the marginal izat ion and 
alienation policy against the 
Z o n e,  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  
autonomy or for an own 
Republic by the people of  the 
South East will continue and 
the continued undermining of  
human rights with grave 
implications resulting in the 
killing and maiming of  human 
beings and destruction of  
property of  Ndigbo resident in 
the region will increase. I recall 
in an interview with a news 
magazine based in Port-
Harcourt some years ago, I said 
that Almighty God warned 
Nigerians in a Hausa Language 
to be careful. I put it down " 
Bagiwa gigiwanshi". We were 
on a dry fasting and the Lord 
said to me, for speaking that 
language, writes it down, he 
said I should look towards 
Anambra State. So, as I was 
looking towards Anambra 
State, I saw motorized army 
vehicles coming through River 
Niger and heading towards Port 
Harcourt. He said to me that I 
should tell Easterners that at 
any time they see military 
vehicles they should know that 
the North are coming to 
commit the same atrocity they 
did in '60s  Look at what is 
happening in Benue State. The 

farm lands and crops with 
impunity and utter disregard 
without any positive response by 
the authorities. This is why 

maiming, raping and killing 
Igbo people, including invading 
Igbo communities, setting them 
on fire and destruction of  their 

One other major reason is the 
endless terrorization of  the 
region by the Fulani herdsmen. 
These herdsmen have been 

astor Dan Obinegbo is the Pfounder of  the Christian 
Victory Prayer Ministry, 

World Wide. The outspoken 
spiritual leader of  the fast growing 
Pentecostal church in Enugu spoke 
to News Echo Correspondent, 
CHUMA AUSTIN, recently on 
the frightening dimension in the 
insecurity in Igbo land; federal 
Government approved special 
security measures for Southeast 
Zone, Igbo presidency and other 
national issues.

Excerpts: 

Federal Government has just 
approved a special security 
measures for South East geo-
political zone. What does it 
portend for the people of the 
zone vis-a-vis the restiveness 
of youths in area?
 I tell you that the government 
knows what to do to end the 
restiveness in the land. Bad 
leadership is largely responsible 
for the socio-economic and 
political problems facing this 
country. If  there is equity, justice 
and fairness, nobody will talk of  
secession. Nobody will talk of  
carrying arms against the 
c o n s t i t u t e d  a u t h o r i t y.  
Select iveness  in  securi ty  
apparatus is not the best for a 
country like Nigeria with multi-
ethnic nationalities. There is 
need for dialogue, ask the 
agitators of  their grievances and 
map out the way forward. I 
heard that they have withdrawn 
l aw - e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n t s  
a t t a c h e d  t o  S o u t h e a s t  
governors. Well, that is neither 
here nor there. What I am 
emphasising is that we need 
selfless leaders with fear of  God 
who should be sensitive to the 
plight of  the citizens they lead. 
You cannot beat a child and you 
say the child should not cry. The 
special security measures 
approved by the Federal 
Government for the Southeast 
will worsen the suffering of  the 
people in the zone. It looks as if  
Igbo land is a theatre of  war. 
Southeast is not under siege.

What are the core underlining 
issues in the frightening 
dimension in the insecurity in 
the Southeast?
The core underlining issues in 
fr ightening dimension in 
insecurity in the Southeast are 
increasing poverty and hunger 
in the land, criminal alienation 
of  Ndigbo, joblessness in our 
s o c i e t y  a n d  u n m e r i t e d  
marginalization of  Ndiigbo. 
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Govt has answer to end restiveness 
- Obinegbo

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“Igbo, as it is now, do not need asylum. Igbo are seeking 
freedom. If we run away from Igbo land which is our heritage, 
who will occupy it? Easterners are seeking asylum in Britain. 
After all, Britain is the cause of the part of our problem. Ndigbo 
have seen the bitterness of the civil war, what else will they see? 
Even in the '80s as a youth corper, when we came to National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC) quarters, you will see vacancy, but 
it was meant for only Northern States. So, what encouragement 
are you giving a Corper serving in the country? Igbo, as it is now, 
do not need asylum. Igbo are seeking freedom. If we run away 
from Igbo land which is our heritage, who will occupy it? 
Easterners are seeking asylum in Britain. After all, Britain is the 
cause of the part of our problem. Ndigbo have seen the 
bitterness of the civil war, what else will they see? Even in the 
'80s as a youth Corper, when we came to National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC) quarters, you will see vacancy, but it was 
meant for only Northern States. So, what encouragement are 
you giving a Corper serving in the country?''  

Continues on Pg. 19

Obinegbo
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Photo News
Pictorials from the burial of Late Maria Chinyere Onuegbu, anPictorials from the burial of Late Maria Chinyere Onuegbu, an
aunty to the publisher of NEWS ECHO Newspaper, Clan Chiefaunty to the publisher of NEWS ECHO Newspaper, Clan Chief

Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) held on Friday, May 14,Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) held on Friday, May 14,
2021 at Amatta-Ikeduru, Owerri, Imo State.2021 at Amatta-Ikeduru, Owerri, Imo State.

Pictorials from the burial of Late Maria Chinyere Onuegbu, an
aunty to the publisher of NEWS ECHO Newspaper, Clan Chief

Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru) held on Friday, May 14,
2021 at Amatta-Ikeduru, Owerri, Imo State.

Clan Chief Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru)Clan Chief Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru)
addressing the churchaddressing the church
Clan Chief Chimezie Kingsley (Ebubemba Ikeduru)
addressing the church

His Lordship Rt. Rev. E. Maduwuike andHis Lordship Rt. Rev. E. Maduwuike and
Ebubemba IkeduruEbubemba Ikeduru
His Lordship Rt. Rev. E. Maduwuike and
Ebubemba Ikeduru

His Lordship Rt. Rev. E. MaduwuikeHis Lordship Rt. Rev. E. Maduwuike
offering prayers at the grave sideoffering prayers at the grave side
His Lordship Rt. Rev. E. Maduwuike
offering prayers at the grave side

Ebubemba Ikeduru in a chat with NEWS ECHO GM, James Kalu andEbubemba Ikeduru in a chat with NEWS ECHO GM, James Kalu and
Operations Manager, Patricia NwoyeOperations Manager, Patricia Nwoye
Ebubemba Ikeduru in a chat with NEWS ECHO GM, James Kalu and
Operations Manager, Patricia Nwoye

Some of the relatives of the deceased alongside her only childSome of the relatives of the deceased alongside her only childSome of the relatives of the deceased alongside her only child

At the grave side after Late Maria was laid to restAt the grave side after Late Maria was laid to restAt the grave side after Late Maria was laid to rest

Ezinne Catherine Anosike, sister to Late Maria andEzinne Catherine Anosike, sister to Late Maria and
mother of Ebubemba Ikedurumother of Ebubemba Ikeduru
Ezinne Catherine Anosike, sister to Late Maria and
mother of Ebubemba Ikeduru

Late Maria on her way to the churchLate Maria on her way to the churchLate Maria on her way to the church

Late Maria on arrival at the churchLate Maria on arrival at the churchLate Maria on arrival at the church

Church procession for Late MariaChurch procession for Late MariaChurch procession for Late Maria

Ebubemba with his kinsmenEbubemba with his kinsmenEbubemba with his kinsmen

Ebubemba in a cheerful mood withEbubemba in a cheerful mood with
his kinsmenhis kinsmen
Ebubemba in a cheerful mood with
his kinsmenAfter Late Maria was laid to restAfter Late Maria was laid to restAfter Late Maria was laid to rest

Ebubemba Ikeduru with other members of theEbubemba Ikeduru with other members of the
bereaved familybereaved family
Ebubemba Ikeduru with other members of the
bereaved family

His Lordship exchanging pleasantries withHis Lordship exchanging pleasantries with
Ebubemba IkeduruEbubemba Ikeduru
His Lordship exchanging pleasantries with
Ebubemba Ikeduru

Undertakers doing what they do bestUndertakers doing what they do bestUndertakers doing what they do best

Mrs Ngozi, sister to Late MariaMrs Ngozi, sister to Late MariaMrs Ngozi, sister to Late Maria

Ebubemba with His Lordship, officiatingEbubemba with His Lordship, officiating
priests, James Kalu and some friendspriests, James Kalu and some friends
Ebubemba with His Lordship, officiating
priests, James Kalu and some friends

Remains of Late Maria being interredRemains of Late Maria being interredRemains of Late Maria being interred

Ebubemba Ikeduru marching alongsideEbubemba Ikeduru marching alongside
family members to the grave sidefamily members to the grave side
of Late Mariaof Late Maria

Ebubemba Ikeduru marching alongside
family members to the grave side
of Late Maria
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Group backs Southern governors’ 
stand on way forward
C

enter for Culture 
and Grassroots 
D eve l o p m e n t 

(CCGD), a non-gov-
ernmental organization 
(NGO) has told the Pres-
idency that they are in to-
tal support of  the recent 
clarion calls by the gover-
nors of  Southern region 

and their Senators on 
critical issues adopted to 
be addressed as strategic 
measures to advance the 
nation in line with global 
order.

The foremost NGO 
stated this in a one page 
communiqué with the 
theme- ”Restructuring 

Nigeria, A Viable Op-
tion”, they issued to me-
dia men at the end of  
their one day national 
delegate congress held in 
Owerri at the weekend.

It was endorsed by 
Messrs Obinna Ibe, Na-
tional Coordinator, King-
sley Oguekwe, Secretary 
General, Uche Onwuka, 
Publicity Secretary and 
Lady Victory Ebenezer, 
National Woman Leader.

According to them, “it 
will be recalled that in a 
recent development and 
for the first time in his-
tory, governors of  South-
ern Nigeria and Senators 
respectively convened 
meetings where most of  
the thorny issues in the 
country were painstak-
ingly discussed and reso-
lutions taken with the re-
structuring of  Nigeria as 
a fundamental solution to 
her numerous problems 
and challenges”.

While the NGO com-
mended the Southern 
Governor’s and Senator’s 
for coming together at 
this auspicious time, and 
demonstrated sincerity 
of  leadership vision and 
patriotism, they pointed 
out that Nigeria’s greatest 
problems and challeng-
es are absence of  Justice 
and Equity.

 Others include vio-
lence from Islamic fun-
damentalists, Boko Har-
am, Hausa/Fulani killer 
herders’, secessionists, 
bandits, kidnappings, in-
cluding corruption, nep-
otism, lack of  leaders’ 

sincerity and courageous 
will power among others.

 CCGD further insisted 
that “there’s now an ab-
solute necessity to rejig 
the structure of  Nigeria 
through restructuring.

This is the only viable 

option to achieve stabili-
ty, justice, equity, fairness 
and unity of  purpose. 
This will also instigate 
national development, 
trust and confidence 
among the populace” 
they assured.

Tragedy: Fuel tanker falls into 
ditch, kills one in Enugu
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
ragedy struck at the 
weekend in Enugu 
when a fuel tanker 

fell at Ekulu bridge, Abak-
pa-Nike axis, killing one 
person on the spot.

An eye-witness said that 
the driver of  the fuel truck 
lost control and the tanker 
fell into a ditch before it 
went up in flame.

The Executive Secretary 
of  Enugu State Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(SEMA), Mrs. Nkechi 
Eneh, confirmed the inci-
dent.

Eneh said the SEMA 
team promptly responded 
to the distress call and ap-
plied safety measures in a 
bid to prevent loss of  lives 
and property in the area. 
She said the state govern-
ment provided a crane and 
manpower for the removal 
of  the vehicle, evacuation 
of  the product and reopen-
ing of  the road for vehicu-
lar and human movement.

The SEMA boss ap-
pealed to residents of  the 
area to remain calm and 
cooperate with the agency 
in addressing the situation.

Governor Ifeanyi Ug-

wuanyi  was said to have 
visited the scene of  the inci-
dent immediately he heard 
of  the tragedy.

Prior to the arrival of  
the governor, the Enugu 
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (SEMA), 
the Federal Road Safety 
Commission (FRSC), the 
Enugu State Fire Service 
and the Chairman of  Enu-
gu East Local Government 
Area, Hon. Alex Ugwu, 
had promptly reached the 
accident scene where they 
applied safety measures 
towards safeguarding lives 
and property.

From  David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Special Assistant 
to Governor David 
Umahi on Youth Mo-

bilization, Chief  Mark Onu, 
has said that he didn’t threat-
en to attack a PDP chieftain 
in Ebonyi state Amos Og-
bonnaya contrary to specu-
lation.

Recall that Barr. Amos 
Ogbonnaya is a known crit-
ic of  Governor Umahi and 
one of  the key leaders of  the 
G64 that appeared on AIT 
last week but was last Thurs-
day night kidnapped and tor-
tured by suspected political 
thugs on his way back from a 
meeting in his home Okposi 
in Ohaozara local govern-
ment of  Ebonyi state.

Though he has been re-
leased by his abductors, 
Amos is still lying critically 
in an undisclosed hospital 
following the injuries inflict-
ed on him and Onu is being 
accused of  having a hand in 
the act.

Speaking to journalists in 
Abakaliki, Onu who is from 

Umahi’s aide denies involvement 
in kidnap of PDP chieftain

the same area with Amos de-
nied involvement in the act.

He said he only advised 
Amos to join hands with the 
Governor and develop the 
state rather than pulling him 
down through his destruc-
tive criticisms contrary to the 
speculation that he threat-
ened to attack him.

He acknowledged that he 
met with the victim in a ho-
tel but that it was a peaceful 
meeting without any form 
of  threat issued to him and 
wondered why he should be 
accused of  masterminding 
the kidnap and torture.

The youth leader con-
demned the news flying in 
the social media that he also 
masterminded the kidnap 
and murder of  Elder Ihebu-
nandu Okorie who was also 
the former Coordinator of  
Okposi Development Cen-
tre.

“I didn’t threaten to attack 
him. May be he didn’t under-
stand what I meant by advis-
ing him not to be attacking 
the Governor, I was just 
advising him to stop attack 
our Governor. I didn’t mean 

to say that government will 
attack him or government 
is planning to attack him. It 
is not to my knowledge that 
government will attack him 
or is planning to attack him. 
What I was just telling him is 
to stop attacking the Gover-
nor and it was an advice not 
a threat of  any kind.

The Anglican Bishop of Ikeduru, Rt. Rev. Emmanuel Maduwuike.

I sold my land to build house for 
indigent Imo widow - Anglican priest 

T
here was jubilation 
in Umuezeala village 
in Eziobodo in the 

Owerri West Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Imo state, 
as the Anglican Church 
commissioned a six bed-
room bungalow for an indi-
gent widow, Mrs. Patience 
Eke.

The house was built by 
an Anglican priest, Rev. Dr. 
Uchenna Uchehara.

Uchehara, an indigene 
of  Eziobodo autonomous 
Community, Owerri West 
LGA, is serving as the 
Assistant Chaplain to His 
Grace, Most Rev. Dr. Isaac 
Chijioke Nwaobia, Arch-

bishop of  Aba Province 
and Bishop of  Isiala Ngwa 
South Diocese in Abia 
state.

The parish priest of  St 
Mark’s Anglican Church 
Eziobodo, Rev Canon Joel 
Chima, who dedicated the 
bungalow, said that his col-
league had provoked God’s 
blessings.

Chima said that the fi-
nancer of  the building had 
displayed the biblical teach-
ing that “is good to give 
effortlessly to the down-
trodden without expecting 
anything in return. There 
is a blessing in giving than 
in receiving. You have by 

this act of  charity displayed 
that God’s lives in you. He 
will bless you bountifully.”

 The traditional ruler of  
Eziobodo Ancient king-
dom, Eze Dr. Lucky Oko-
ro, who commissioned the 
bungalow, said that the 
priest “has altered the sta-
tus quo.”

The monarch said “I 
am happy that this is hap-
pening in my community 
and during my reign as the 
traditional ruler. I am elat-
ed that Rev. Uchehara has 
built a six bedroom stand-
ard bungalow for this indi-
gent woman at a time when 
priests and pastors take 
more from the people.”

The widow, said that the 
priest had wiped away her 
tears, saying that she and 
her children had no hope 
of  living in a modern build-
ing.

Speaking to Journalists, 
the priest said that he sold 
his land to build the house 
for the widow.

The priest said “I was 
moved by the woman’s 
plight. I told my wife, Lady 
Cynthia Uchehara, about 
my plan to sell my land in 
order to build a house for 
the indigent widow and she 
supported me. I am happy 
that today, this woman and 
her children have a six bed-
room modern bungalow 
over their head.

Dogonyaro gave his best to Nigeria,
says Uzodimma

G
overnor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State 
has described the 

death of  Nigeria’s former 
Chief  of  Defence Staff, Lt. 
Gen. Joshua Dogonyaro as 
a big loss to the country in 
general and military com-
munity in particular.

Dogonyaro, one time 
Chief  of  Defence Staff  to 
late Military Head of  State, 
Gen. Sani Abacha, report-
edly died on Thursday at 
the Jos University Teaching 
Hospital (JUTH) in Plateau 
State, aged 80.

His son, Joseph said Gen. 

Dogonyaro had been sick 
until recently when he was 
struck by stroke and was 
rushed to JUTH. 

Governor Uzodimma 
described Gen. Dogonya-
ro’s death as not just a rude 
shock but a big loss to Nige-
ria, his State, Plateau,  and 
the Military, given that his 
experience was still  highly 
needed when he died.

The Governor said Gen. 
Dogonyaro gave his all and 
best to Nigeria as a profes-
sional officer of  the Nigeri-
an Army and a gentleman, 
and that the country will 

miss him sorely.
Uzodimma commiserated 

with the entire Dogonya-
ro family, the Government 
and people of  Plateau State 
and the Nigerian Army over 
the colossal loss and urged 
them to have solace in the 
fact that Gen. Dogonyaro 
made a mark in the society 
that cannot be forgotten in 
a haste.

On behalf  of  the Govern-
ment and good people of  
Imo State, Governor Uzod-
imma prayed God to grant 
the soul of  Gen. Dogonyaro 
a peaceful repose.



News Echo   Monday, May 17, 2021                      

Fire for Fire
Page 17

ormer governor of Anambra State, Dr Chukwuemeka Ezeife has called for prayers to God, to intervene to solve the security challenges Fbedeviling Nigeria, insisting that war, which he described as a failure to dialogue, would never be a better solution to the problem than a 
round table discussion. Ezeife, who was speaking in an interview during the weekend, however said that Igbo deserve right treatment in the 

comity of the Nigerian nation, who he said had a better advantage to remain in Nigeria because of their expansionist nature for the interest of 
generations yet unborn. He noted that the agitation for Biafra by the young ones was occasioned by all the things done against the Igbo “and you 
cannot beat a child and ask the child not to cry.”  However a founder of the All Progressives Ground Alliance and the United Progressives Party 
(UPP) Chekwas Okorie, canvasser for Igbo cohesion as well as Nigeria's unity, in a chat with News Echo Newspaper, expressed his optimism that 
Ndigbo would go to Aso Rock in 2023, and lauded President Buhari for having done more than any PDP president for Ndigbo. 

he Almighty God in heaven has agreed that come 2023, a South Easterner will Ttake over power as president of  Nigeria.  But we as a people must work for it.  We 
must work hard for it.  We must beg the North, Northeast, Northwest, Middle 

Belt.  We must beg the Yoruba; we must beg the South-south.  We must beg all groups in 
Nigeria, lobbing them, beg them and if  it demands kneeling down, the knees will not get 
stuck on the land. We want one Nigeria.  It is the best for the Igbo because we need large 
space for economic activities.  Our people want large space for economic activities. I 
understand the people who are fighting for Biafra.  You can't beat a child and tell the child 
not to cry.  Yes, all the things done against the Igbo make fighting for Biafra justifiable.  It's 
not only the Igbo that want to go out.  Federal Government is pushing the Igbo out of  
Nigeria and we are saying no.  We insist to remain.  But the younger ones mostly don't 
know that we should look into long future not immediate because our great great grand 
children will enjoy Nigeria better than the present. I don't know whether the Southeast 
governors are getting it right or not on the issue of  security challenges, but I know that all 
office holders in Nigeria are suffering from the same problem. Most office holders abuse 
their offices, and the EFCC captures the abuses. If  they do not behave the way they want, 
if  the Federal Government is annoyed with you, they open your file and tell you, you are 
going to be finished in one day.  Because of  that most office holders are not very honest. 
Let me tell you one small thing. I read a statement said to be made by me that I laugh when 
I hear Fulani threaten war with Igbo people that, Fulani never fought the Igbo, that the 
Nigeria-Biafra war was fought between Biafra and Britain. But that is not exactly what I 
said. War damages both parties. It damages one perhaps more than the other and in the 
end they will look for talk.  War is failure.  War is a declaration of  failure.  When you fail 
to agree, you go to war and eventually after you finish the war you again begin to talk and 
make an agreement. The Fulani should forget it, fighting Igbo.  They get nowhere fighting 
the Igbo.  Igbo should forget antagonizing Fulani.  We get nowhere antagonizing Fulani.  
We will mount a prayer, a prayer of  all Igbo for the Igbo.  The God, Chineke, which we 
serve, will not allow us to be ruined. Anybody who wants to ruin us will ruin himself. 

 challenge some Igbo PDP leaders (I mean governors and other top Ileaders who have been in PDP since 1999) to show me or tell me any 
project started or completed by the PDP in its sixteen years in the whole 

of  Igbo land. They couldn't come up with one. I said ok lets go back to 1970 
when they were not even there. I said which project that was started and was 
completed and still standing since the war ended. They can only say Enugu-
Port Harcourt, Enugu-Onitsha roads and which have become dilapidated.  
But when President Buhari was coming to launch his second term campaign 
he commissioned the Ariaria power project started and completed by him. 
The second Niger Bridge which as PPP was started by PDP and which may 
have never ended in our life time was jettisoned completely, redesigned and 
funded from the Sovereign Wealth Fund and that is why work is going on 
there without saying that we are waiting for payment from our budget 
releases. That is why the deadline to complete it was given as February 2022. 
You came from Owerri and you saw the road. You go to Onitsha road the 
contractors are working and it is getting improvements.

By Anthony Ogbekile

Chukwuemeka Ezeife, Chekwas Okorie on
collision course over Buhari's achievements
in South East

EzeifeEzeifeEzeife OkorieOkorieOkorie

FG is pushing Ndigbo out of
Nigeria – Ezeife

No government since
the war ended has given
attention to Igbo land
more than the Buhari
administration
– Chekwas Okorie



Monday, May 17, 2021 Page 18

SPORTS
Genk reject 25 million Euros offer for Nigeria striker Onuachu

enk have turned 

Gd o w n  a  2 5 
million Euros 

bid for Belgium Goal 
King Paul Onuachu, 
insisting he is worth far 
more.

Onuachu netted his 
33rd goal in the league 
Saturday night to help 
Genk win at Anderlecht 
a n d  k e e p  t h e i r 
championship hopes 

apoli moved third in 

NSerie A on Sunday with 
a 2-0 win at Fiorentina 

t o  k e e p  t h e i r  p u s h  f o r  a 
Champions League return alive. 

Lorenzo Insigne missed a 
penalty but send in the rebound 
after 56 minutes with a Lorenzo 
Venti own goal 11 minutes later 
sealing an important win for the 
visitors. 

Napoli are third, two points 
behind Atalanta who assured a 
third consecutive season of  
Champions League football, 
with a 4-3 win at Genoa on 
Saturday. 

AC Milan, are a point behind 
Napoli, occupying in the final 
Champions League berth, and 
play 16th-placed Cagliari later 

orth Korea have pulled 

Nout of  next month's 
qualifying matches for 

the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, the 
Asian Football Confederation 
said Sunday.

“ T h e  A s i a n  F o o t b a l l 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n  h a s  t o d ay 
confirmed the withdrawal of  the 
DPR Korea Football Association 
from the Asian Qualifiers for the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,” 
the AFC said in a statement.

No reasons were given for the 
withdrawal but South Korean 
media reported earlier this month 
that Pyongyang had said it would 
s k i p  t h e  q u a l i f i e r s  o v e r 
coronavirus fears.

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
forced most of  the second round 
of  Asia's preliminary tournament 
for the Qatar World Cup to be 
postponed until June.

The AFC said last month it 
would change the format of  the 

tournaments so that each group 
of  five nations would play in one 
host country.

South Korea was selected as 
the centralised venue host for 
Group H, which is  led by 
Turkmenistan and also included 
the two Koreas, Lebanon and Sri 
Lanka.

North Korea were fourth in 
Asian qualifying Group H, but 
only a point behind Group H 
leaders Turkmenistan with three 
games still to be played before 
their withdrawal.

The AFC said a decision 
would be made later on the 
standings in Group H after 

referring the matter to FIFA's 
o r g a n i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  f o r 
competitions.

The tournament doubles up 
as qualifiers for the 2023 Asian 
Cup, to be held in China.

Pyongyang's decision to pull 
out comes nearly a month after 
the country said it would not go 
to this year's Tokyo Olympics, 
c i t i n g  c o n c e r n s  o ve r  t h e 
pandemic.

North Korea was one of  the 
first countries to close its borders 
more than a year ago to protect 
itself  from the virus that first 
emerged in neighbouring China.

on Sunday. 
Juventus are fifth, one point 

behind Napoli, but still in the 
running for a top four finish after 
a 3-2 win over newly-crowned 
champions Inter Milan on 
Saturday, with one match left 
this season. 

As in Turin on Saturday 
when Cristiano Ronaldo missed 
a penalty for Juventus but sent in 
the follow-up, Napoli skipper 
Insigne scored after Fiorentina 
goalkeeper Pietro Terracciano 
had saved his shot from the spot. 

Insigne missed two further 
chances for a second but the 
Italian then played a role in 
Napoli's second goal. 

The striker sent the ball 
through for Piotry Zielinski 

whose shot took a deflection off  
Fiorentina defender Venuti into 
his own goal. 

Napoli's final game will be at 
home against midtable Hellas 
Verona, as they look to return to 
elite European football after 
missing out last season. 

Juventus play their final 
game at Bologna desperate to 

avoid  miss ing  out  on  the 
Champions League for the first 
time in a decade. 

Lazio will not play among 
the European elite next season 
after a 2-0 derby defeat to Roma 
on Saturday. 

Sixth-placed Lazio are eight 
points behind Juventus having 
played a game less. 

panish media 

Sclaimed early 
Sunday that 

Zinedine Zidane has 
a l ready  to ld  h i s 
p l ay e r s  t h a t  h e 
intends to quit as 
coach at the end of  
the season.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
media reports, the 
Frenchman, who 
has a contract until 
2022, informed his 
squad a week ago 
that he was going to 
l e av e  w h e n  t h e 
season ends next 
week.

It added: “The 
coach informed his 
players last Saturday 
before facing Sevilla 
o n  S u n d a y  a t 
Valdebebas”.

O n d a  C e r o 
reporter Fernando 
Burgos said Zidane's 
l i ke ly  succes so r 
would come from a 
s h o r t l i s t  w h i c h 
inc ludes  fo r mer 
J u ve n t u s  c o a c h 
M a s s i m i l i a n o 
Allegri, ex-player 
Raul Gonzalez and 
Joachim Loew who 
will step down as 
Germany coach at 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s 
summer's European 
Championships.

Earlier Saturday, 
Zidane had hinted 
h e  c o u l d  l e ave, 
saying he believes 
“there comes a time 
w h e n  i t ' s  t h e 
moment to change”.

“I don't leave 
because it's easy. It's 
not like I turn away 
and don't look back. 

N o ,  t h e r e  a r e 
moments when you 
have to be there and 
there are moments 
when that's it, it's 
finished, it's time to 
change. But for the 
good of  everyone, 
not just for me.”

Zidane  spoke 
warmly about his 
players, describing 
his relationship with 
t h e m  a s  o n e  o f  
“total respect” while 
adding their time 
t o g e t h e r  i s 
“something that will 
be there forever”.

When it was put 
to him that it felt like 
h e  w a s  s a y i n g 
goodbye, Zidane 
said: “I can only say 
the same thing. I 
don't know what 
will  happen. I 'm 
here now, yes, and 
tomorrow we are 
going to play. Then 
we will have one 
match left.”

R e a l  M a d r i d 
p l a y  a w a y  a t 
Athletic Bilbao on 
Sunday, knowing 
a n y t h i n g  b u t  a 
v i c t o r y  a t  S a n 
Mames will mean 
Atletico Madrid win 
the title if  they beat 
O s a s u n a  a t  t h e 
W a n d a 
Metropolitano.

T h e y  s i t  t w o 
p o i n t s  b e h i n d 
Atletico Madrid in 
La Liga, with two 
games left to play.

intact.
A repor t  by Dave 

Peters at Eleven Sports 
now has it that Serie A 
club Lazio are willing to 
pay as much as 25 million 
Euros for the 26-year-old 
striker.

But KRC Genk did 
n o t  a c c e p t  a n d  a r e 
holding out for at least 30 
million Euros for the 
high-scoring Onuachu.

He cost the Belgian 
club six million Euros 
two years ago.

Lazio are not the only 
team who have shown 
interest to sign Onuachu.

Last winter, French 
Ligue 1 side Olympique 
Lyon made a bid for 
Onuachu, while Scottish 
giants Celtic Glasgow 
also have their eyes on the 
free-scoring top striker.

Osimhen’s Napoli beat Fiorentina to keep
Champions League ambitions alive

Zidane has told
players he's
leaving Real,
says Spanish
media

Qatar 2022: North
Korea pull out of World
Cup qualifiers

Onuachu celebrating with teammatesOnuachu celebrating with teammatesOnuachu celebrating with teammates
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are seeking asylum in Britain. 
After all, Britain is the cause of  
the part of  our problem. Ndigbo 
have seen the bitterness of  the 
civil war, what else will they see? 
Even in the '80s as a youth 
corper, when we came to 
National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) quarters, you will see 
vacancy, but it was meant for 
only Northern States. So, what 
encouragement are you giving a 
Corper serving in the country?  

Recently, there was a call by the 
f o u n d e r  o f  A d o r a t i o n  
Ministry, Enugu Nigeria 
(AMEN), Rev. Fr. Ejike 
M b a k a  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  
Muhammadu Buhari should 
resign or get impeached. Do 
you subscribe to such call? 
Who will impeach President 
Muhammadu Buhari? Buhari 
surrounds himself  with his 
brothers. The national assembly 
is dominated by his relations. 
But what will his impeachment 
going to result now? There are 
killings in Ebonyi, Enugu and 
Anambra, Imo states. You 
cannot muscle the people you 
are ruling with the nostril of  the 
gun and expect they cannot do 
anything. The people can do 
something.

Looking at your evangelistic 
journey so far, how have you 
b e e n  s u r m o u n t i n g  t h e  
challenges, more so as you have 
been very outspoken on 
national issues?
You know my challenges. This 
place has been burnt down 
many times and my property 
destroyed. But I prayed and 
continued. God is not a man you 
should lie to. God has not 
spoken and it did not come to 
pass. Lifting up do not come 
from the East or West, North or 
South, it is God. I had many 
challenges. I was called by the 
police yet I am consistent with 
my evangelism. I am consistent 
in praying. I talk to God all the 
time because nobody can jump 
into preaching without having 
an inspiration from God or 
hearing from Him. Miracles are 
done here. If  not for COVID-19, 
you would have seen many 
people in chains that were mad 
from birth but they will be set 
free. In the name of  Jesus Christ, 
I have released somebody in 
chain who has been mad for 40 
years.  We cast out demons. 
Demons do not appear in scan, 
ultrasound, x-rays because they 
are spiritual. I will continue to 
preach the gospel, heal and 
speak the truth at all times.

freedom. If  we run away from 
Igbo land which is our heritage, 
who will occupy it? Easterners 

matter?
Igbo, as it is now, do not need 
asylum. Igbo are seeking 

swiftly reacted, saying UK is 
undermining its government. 
What is your stance on the 

Fulani are boosting that because 
they could not over run them in 
18th century, they are now 
paying for it.
With the Southeast yet to fully 
get over the aftermaths of the 
civil war, what are the 
immediate and far-reaching 
implications of the current 
severe security situation in the 
zone bearing in mind the 
formations of Ebebuagu and 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN)?
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) is an invisible force. Have 
you seen ESN? I have not seen it 
either. The immediate and far 
reaching implications are that 
the South East zone is being 
overrun by Fulani herdsmen 
and the people are not taking it 
lightly. People must defend 
themselves. People are resisting 
anarchy. What would you say of  
the killings all over Igbo land? 
The bodies of  the victims, as in 
Nimbo incident, were ripped 
off. Their tongues, hearts and 
other organs were removed. 
That was ritual killing. I thank 
God our Southern governors 
have woken up. There is need for 
synergy among the governors 
for effective protection of  the 
people they are made to lead. 

Igbo are clamouring for a 
Nigerian president of Igbo 
extraction, self determination 
and restructuring. Which one 
do you want to come first?
Ndigbo are seeking freedom, 
self-determination.  We fought 
and shed blood in 1967-1970 
and the blood of  our brothers 
and sisters are crying up to 
heaven for vengeance and that is 
in the hands of  God. How do 
you restructure what is already 
broken? How do you restructure 
a country where a section says 
that they are born to rule? I 
remember in '80s when things 
were better off  before the 
atrocities came up. People are 
suffering. There is hunger in the 
land. A bag of  beans is now sixty 
thousand naira. What is the cost 
of  house rent? How can 
someone survive in a salary of  
thirty thousand naira? Some 
people are sitting on their fellow 
citizens, thinking they will not 
rise but God will make them rise. 

The United Kingdom (UK) 
Government through its  
Ambassador in Nigeria has said 
it would grant asylum to 
members of Indigenous People 
of Biafra (IPOB) who want 
asylum in its country. The 
Federal Government has 
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Interview

Obiano

Soludo

...Biafra never ceased to exist 
anytime 

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“. They see the Eastern region as enemy. And that is why 
there is restiveness especially among the youths. Some 
people say Biafra. Is there any time Biafra did not exist? The 
other name for an Igbo man is Biafra. That means every Igbo 
person is a Biafra. The insecurity is caused by bad leadership. 
There is high rate of unemployment. Nigerians are hungry 
and our leaders are insensitive to the plight of the down 
trodden. I wrote some time ago that some Igbo above 60 
years are dealing with the same Biafra soldiers who fought 
for them for 3years. This is a very big mistake. Who will 
impeach President Muhammadu Buhari? Buhari surrounds 
himself with his brothers. The national assembly is 
dominated by his relations. But what will his impeachment 
going to result now? There are killings in Ebonyi, Enugu and 
Anambra, Imo states. You cannot muscle the people you are 
ruling with the nostril of the gun and expect they cannot do 
anything. The people can do something.''

Obinegbo

Continued from Pg. 14
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a problem with divination. They 
believe it's evil but what they don't 
know is that Abraham, whom the 
Bible refers to as a friend of  God, 
was into divination. Abraham, in 
the Bible allegory, was a diviner. 
He was an astrologer. He gazed 
and studied the stars at night to 
interpret the messages of  Heaven. 
That's how he communicated with 
the divine. Even Moses, King 
David, Aaron, Samuel, and many 
others were diviners. Joseph, in the 
Bible, was a diviner (Genesis 
44:15). His coat of  many colours 
which his brothers envied about 
him represents his ability to 
perform divination.

“This is what no Nigerian 
pastor will tell you because they 
want to be the only ones to know 
about it and practice it in secret, 
but don't want the Nigerian 
Christian sheep to know about it or 
practice it. So what they do to 
scare you about divination is to 
label it occultic (which is not an 
evil word but means hidden or 
secret knowledge that is kept away 
from commoners) and use hell fire 
to keep you away from it. They 
know if  you know about it and 
practice it like they do, they will 
lose you as their ATM that 

ivination is an age-Dlong practice that has 
remained with us as 

p a r t  o f  o u r  c u l t u r e.  I t 
contributed its value in the 
growth of  our society. Even in 
our modern life which has 
become more sophisticated 
the need for divination has 
become more sophisticated 
than ever. But today by virtue 
o f  the  p rac t i ce s  in  the 
Christian faith the practice is 
condemned, labeled and 
demonized.

I t  has  been  conf ined 
among evil practices and 
people are scared venturing 
into it. But cultures they say 
die hard. This is the reason 
that even some Christians 
who condemn it secretly 
indulge in it to meet their 
needs. In the time past when 
calamity or other strange 
happenings occur in the 
society, the elders usually take 
to divination to find out the 
c a u s e  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o 
preventing an occurrence.

Today that is no longer the 
case. Little wonder the society 
i s  b e s i e g e d  b y  va r i o u s 
calamities because the land 
has been desecrated through 
and through. Christians have 
appropriated to themselves 
the power of  hearing from 
God and any such practice 
which did not pass their own 
processes is evil. But is that the 
true position? This remains of  
the negative influences of  the 
imported religion used to 
decimate our pristine culture. 
Through divinat ion our 
society was stabilized and 
made crime free because any 
b a d  p e r s o n  w i t h  e v i l 
m a c h i n a t i o n  i s  a lway s 
exposed.

My views on the issue have 
b e e n  s i m p l i f i e d  b y  t h e 
fo l lowing  comments  by 
Adebisi David as glimpsed 
from the wall of  Odimegwu 
O n w u m e r e  o f  I g b o 
Spirituality Revivalists. Enjoy 
the read as captured by him 
below.   

“Nigerian Christians have 

provides reliable tithe money for 
them every Sunday. 

“The truth is anyone who can 
see the past, present, or future is a 
diviner. A person whose third eye 
(pineal gland) is activated can see 
the past, present, and future. Even 
pastors are diviners. Politicians 
have diviners who help them see 
into the future so they can use 
information gathered to make 
wise decisions to benefit the 
nation. Even monarchs have 
diviners too. Businessmen have 
diviners that help them so they can 
make smart business decisions. 
Even the Vatican is a place where 
divination is practiced. The 
meaning of  the word “Vatican” is 
associated with divination or 
astrology. The architecture of  the 
Vatican City tells it all. Let me not 
go there. 

“As a matter of  fact, the 
etymology of  the word “pastor” is 
associated with divination, which 
originates from astrology. Pastor ~ 
Pa stor ~ Pa star ~ Papa star ~ 
Father star ~ Father who studies 
the stars ~ father who studies 
astrology. This is what the word 
“pastor” means. It originates from 
astrology. A pastor is a man who 
studies astrology and a master or 

“mama star” is a “woman who 
studies the stars” or “a woman 
who studies astrology.” It's true 
some people who have knowledge 
of  divination use it for evil 
purposes to deceive or control 
people,  but does that make 
divination, itself, evil? 

“No, not at all. It's the person 
who uses divination for evil that is 
evil, not divination, itself. There is 
so much Nigerian Christians don't 
know. The etymology of  the word 
“divination” from the Latin word 
“divinationem,” which means 
“the power of  foreseeing or 
making predict ions.” Don't 
pastors do this? Of  course, they do. 
Divination also comes from the 
Latin word “divinare” which 
means “to be inspired by God.” So 
what's wrong with being inspired 
by God? A diviner is someone who 
communicates with the divine. In 
the word “divination,” the word 
divine” is in it. 

(Divin)ation ~ Divine ~ ation 
“So how is divination evil? 

When Nigerian pastors claim the 
Holy Spirit showed them stuff  or 
they are in the spirit, isn't that 
d i v i n a t i o n ?  A r e n ' t  t h e y 
communicating with the divine 
when they are in the spirit? There 
are many ways a person can 

c
o m
mun icate 
with the d i v i n e . 
Nigerian Christians have no 
right to say Christianity is the 
only true way to communicate 
with the divine and all other 
n o n - C h r i s t i a n  w ay s  a n d 
methods of  communicating 
with the divine are evil. That's 
very wrong. 

“There are many roads that 
lead to the divine. There is no 
single road that leads to the 
divine. Divination is not evil. 
B e i n g  c o n s c i o u s  a n d 
knowledgeable about it is a great 
p lus.  I t ' s  no t  ev i l  a t  a l l . 
Divination is a very ancient 
science. It's as old as man and 
that's what the Ifa board below 
represents. It's an instrument for 
divination. Even the internet, 
which houses information, is a 
r e p l i c a / r e s e m b l a n c e  o f  
divination. That's because the 
same way you can access 
information via divination, you 
can do the same with the 
internet. 

“ T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e, 
however, is that with divination 
you see or predict the future 
before it happens but you cannot 
do the same with the internet. 
T h e  i n t e r n e t  c a n  h a v e 
information on future events 
only when it happens. When it 
happens, it gets stored in the 
internet forever. That's the 
difference. People who abuse 
their knowledge of  divination 
for selfish means are the ones 
who are evil. But divination, 
itself, is not evil. It doesn't reveal 
lies. It reveals truth. Knowledge 
is not power, alone. Knowledge 
is divine.” 

I f  t h e  C h r i s t e n d o m  i s 
condemning divination my 
question is what do they expect 
people with such gifts to do with 
their talent as agents of  God? 
There is a role or gift assigned to 
each of  but sadly many of  us 
l e ave  t h e  e a r t h  w i t h o u t 
accomplishing them. In the 
same manner we have talented 
musicians, writers, footballers, 
painters, etc same way we have 
t a l e n t e d  d i v i n e r s  t o 
communicate the message of  
God. It is evil to demonize such 
talents because it is not coming 
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Don't be fooled, no evil in divination

Only 22% poorest Nigerian
households have electricity
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