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ince the level of insecurity 

Sheightened and Nigeria 
suddenly became a killing 

field there have been strident calls 
for the impeachment of President 
Muhammadu Buhari. These calls 
originate from the actions and 
inactions of the president which 
leaves the situation worsening each 
passing day with the consequences 
of numerous loss of lives and 
properties.

Clearly everything points to the 
fact that the federal government is 
completely overwhelmed and has 
no response to the unsettling 
situations. Even the cry to reach 
out to outside forces for support to 
root out the challenge has also 
fallen on deaf ears. Thus it was not 
difficult to raise the charges of 
conspiracy against the federal 
government  

The body language of the federal 
government consequent on the 
granting of amnesty to the so called 
repented Boko Haram culprits and 
their subsequent admittance to the 
Nigerian army has questioned the 
s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government. There is also the issue 
of inability to prosecute and jail the 
suspects.

A former president, Olusegun 
Obasanjo once accused the 
president of the fulanization and 
islamization of the entire country 
a r i s i n g  f r o m  h i s  l o p s i d e d  
appointment of  Muslims of  
nor ther n  ext rac t ion  which  
dominated the system. This 
conspicuously sacrificed merit on 
the altar of religion and tribe. All 
the hues and cries so far have fallen 
on deaf ears.

The implication is that this has 
fuelled more agitations for 
separatist states among the 
agitators. The country has never 
been more divided at any time than 
under the regime of President 
Buhari. While the Indegenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) has 
continued to up the ante, the South 
West is angling with their 
Oduduwa Republic and just 
recently it was reported that the 
Middle Belt has launched their own 

group to pull away. 
There is none of these regions that 

have no tale of woes to lament over 
the monumental damages inflicted 
on them by Fulani herders, bandits 
and kidnappers. All of the above 
and other impeachable offences 
have led to the call for the president 
to give way to bring sanity.

The  impeachment  o f  the  
president is considered long 
overdue but over looked by the 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  wh o s e  
responsibility it is to so do. This 
failure stems from the party or 
ethnic loyalty of  the NASS 
members who lack the courage to 
pull him out. But the heightened 
insecurity has frightened some of 
them to now speak up for the 
impeachment.  

News Echo canvasses for the unity 
of this country but within the 
bounds of equity and fairness to all 
concerned. Strong justifications 
abound for the splitting of this 
country as an incoherent whole 
weaved together by colonialism. 
The challenges of this country have 
been dimensioned and solutions 
proffered. We are at a loss why the 
country cannot see the way out of 
the woods.

We subscribe to the views 
strongly that the three arms of 
government have not lived up to the 
expectations as the demands of 
independence requires. If  the 
national assembly has played its 
oversight functions creditably 
things would not have degenerated 
to this level. After surrendering 
their powers to the president they 
seem to be waking up now to call 
for the president's ouster.

Many Nigerians are holding the 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  NA S S  a s  
representatives of  the people 
g reatly responsible for the 
numerous problems bedeviling the 
country because of their pussy 
footing on critical matters. If 
quitting the president is the surest 
way to stabilize the country so be it. 
The level of insecurity in the 
country has become intolerable. 

A stitch in time saves nine.                   
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Pope should have fleets of  
supersonic jets. No! the Pope 
don't have jets because of  cost of  
operation and maintenance. 
The state of  Vatican pays 
Alitalia to convey the Pope 
wherever he is going on a public 
chartered flight including for the 
officials traveling with him. The 
journalists and other non 
officials traveling with him pay 
for their tickets to the Alitalia. 
The country he visits returns 
him back to Vatican with their 
own plane. 

The Pope is not just a religious 
leader; he is also the sovereign 
leader and head of  state of  the 
sovereign state of  Vatican. 

He travels an average of  10 
countries a year. This is why the 
Charitas is the world's biggest 
r e l i g i o u s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
organization helping billions of  
people around the world. The 
money that could have been 
spent on maintaining Pope's jets 
are given to Chritas and other 
C a t h o l i c s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
organizations around the world 
p r o v i d i n g  h e a l t h c a r e ,  
education, skill acquisitions, 
humanitarian assistance and 
financial assistance to billions of  
poor people around the world. 
This is what Christ will do if  He 
is to be living in our time. He is 
the messiah and Lord of  all 
things, yet he borrowed a boat to 
preach on, he borrowed bread 
and fish to feed the people, he 
borrowed a donkey to ride on to 
Jerusalem and after his death a 
rich man donated his own grave 
because Jesus did not have a 
grave on his name. Think about 
it. 

T h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  
Canterbury who is the head of  
all Anglicans travels for the work 
of  God on a public flight, the 
h e a d s  o f  M e t h o d i s t ,  
P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  L u t h e r a n ,  
Orthodox churches worldwide 
travel on public flights for the 
work of  God, the chief  Jewish 
rabbi travels on public flight for 
the work of  God, the patriarch 
of  Russia travels on public flight, 
the grand imam of  Egypt travels 
on public flights to religious 
functions.

These are internationally 
recognized religious leaders 
with millions of  followers 
around the world. But local 
pastors of  churches in Nigeria 
want to own private jets to do the 
work of  God and these pastors 
minister in a country with the 
poorest people on earth. What's 
really wrong with Nigerians? Do 
you know? 

him, will the giver also pay all 
the yearly expenses attached to 
having a jet. 

As the head of  the sovereign 
state as well as the religious 
leader of  1.2 billion Catholics 
worldwide, and with the rate he 
makes international travels, the 

God's favor; it is a venture that 
costs you a fortune. Blessings of  
God don't put you under 
pressure. If  you claim that the 
pastor used his own money, 
what was his business or job 
before becoming a pastor? If  you 
claim that the jet was donated to 

A f r i c a n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  
countries came to meet and 
thank these foreign strangers 
who from their hard earned 
money raise them from nothing 
to something. This is what the 
work of  God looks like. 
Acquiring a private jet is not 

cquiring a private jet is 

Adifferent from acquiring 
a car. When you buy a 

car, you can either drive it 
yourself  or hire an experienced 
driver that doesn't cost you 
much, you can either maintain it 
at a company mechanic or 
private mechanic, you can 
purchase direct insurance or 
third party insurance, and finally 
you park your private car in your 
compound or car parks. 

This is not the same with a jet. 
Purchasing a jet is like opening a 
spending account, you need an 
expert and certified pilot to fly 
the jet. Pilots are not paid 
peanuts. Nigerian owners of  
private jets go for foreign pilots. 
To pay pilots in dollars costs the 
church millions of  naira a year. 
The jet must be certified air 
wor thy  meaning  regu la r  
maintenance by the company 
that produces the jet (cost tens of  
thousands dollars or millions of  
naira to keep jets air worthy). 

You need to pay yearly 
insurance for the jet which costs 
thousands of  dollars yearly. 
Private jet doesn't land inside 
your compound; you pay 
airports landing fees which 
could cost millions of  dollars 
depending on how many 
airports the jet flies to. You 
cannot park a private jet in your 
compound, you can only park at 
an airport, and this means you 
have to spend millions a year for 
parking rights at the airports. 
Jets use special kind of  fuel, 
meaning you have to pay 
thousands of  dollars or millions 
of  naira a year for fueling of  the 
jet fuel. 

So for people of  this church 
and other churches thanking 
God that their pastors acquire 
unending expenses, is this how 
you want your tithes, offerings 
and donations spent? How about 
using them to build health 
centers that offer church 
members free and quality health 
care? How about building and 
equipping schools that church 
members wouldn't pay school 
fees? How about building 
factories that church members 
can work and earn a living while 
the church makes income? 
Think about it. 

A small family church of  
nearly 100 members in Canada 
has sponsored over 70 African 
children from kindergarten to 
university in the last 15 years. 
They never met these children 
and have no relationship with 
them. I attended a program 
where some of  these sponsored 
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Why pastors don't need 
private jets

‘ ‘

‘ ‘

“A small family church of nearly 100 members in Canada has 
sponsored over 70 African children from kindergarten to 
university in the last 15 years. They never met these children 
and have no relationship with them. I attended a program 
where some of these sponsored Africans from different 
countries came to meet and thank these foreign strangers who 
from their hard earned money raise them from nothing to 
something. This is what the work of God looks like. 
Acquiring a private jet is not God's favor; it is a venture that 
costs you a fortune. Blessings of God don't put you under 
pressure. If you claim that the pastor used his own money, 
what was his business or job before becoming a pastor? If you 
claim that the jet was donated to him, will the giver also pay 
all the yearly expenses attached to having a jet.” 

Oyedepo
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Diocese was shocked for the letter 
of  prayer of  atonement and 
reparation the bishop signed, 
urging the Catholic faithful to 
embark on a seven days prayers in 
reparation and atonement of  
what he described as heinous 
crime against a central place of  
worship and sanctity of  the 
church by the followers of  
Mbaka.

He noted, "From the records, 
Enugu State has been badly hit by 
the dreaded Fulani herdsmen 
where many innocent Christian 
f a r m e r s  a r e  g r u e s o m e l y  
slaughtered in their farms and 
houses with their bloods flowing 
uncontrollably in the various 
communities in the State and the 
Bishop has never spoken to 
condemn such evil act by the 
Fulani or declare an emergency 
prayer meetings against the 
demons  in  human  fo r ms  
destroying Christians.

"But regrettably and most 
unfortunate too, the Bishop felt an 
old weak chairs or 'properties' 
purportedly displaced by the 
followers of  Fr. Mbaka now 
amounts to heinous crimes and 
desecration of  the Cathedral, or 
are they more scared than human 
life?  Indeed wonders shall never 
end"

He averred, "Diverse views 
from various quarters are of  the 
opinion that the Bishop is openly 
acting out a well drafted jihadist 
script from the presidency even 
against the entire Igbo and the 
Christ's Body which is the church 
through the Bishop Onaga, which 
they might be very right in their 
opinion. 

His further words: "This is the 
time for Christians especially the 
entire catholic faithful to stand up 
and say, No to an indirect 
incitement of  the people against 
Fr. Ejikeme Mbaka by the Bishop 
of  Enugu Diocese for a stitch in 
time always saves.

 "Bishop Onaga and his so 
called Curia, should quickly 
realize that God is not stupid 
when He put this "voice" in 
Enugu diocese. 

"Secondly, they should resist 
every form of  unhealthy pressures 
that might destabilize the 
peaceful and serene atmosphere 
of  the diocese and employ the 
good weapons of  fatherly love 
and conscientization, diplomacy 
and prayers because like the 
biblical Gamaliel of  Acts. 5., 
Nobody can stop the work of  God 
or fight the Holy Spirit and 
survive.

As it is, will the church going to 
tame or encourage Mbaka who 
believes that he is gifted with the 
power of  clairvoyance? The 
question will be appropriately 
answered with time.

utterances for and against 
Buhari", he said. To some, Mbaka 
is not strange to controversy as 
they claim that his rebellious act 
dates back to his early priesthood. 

It was gathered that when 
Mbaka was a Curate at the Holy 
Ghost Cathedral, Enugu, an older 
priest who observed his obsession 
for non-catholic books warned 
him of  the danger. Little wonder, 
critics of  Mbaka are quick to say 
that he may go the way of  the likes 
of  Rev. Fr. Anozie of  Azumini in 
Aba Catholic Diocese who 
refused correction until he was 
suspended?

These critics also recalled that 
Rev. Fr. Anozie was persuaded by 
his irate followers to pull out from 
Catholic Church, adding that he 
did and was embraced by the 
Pentecostals but could not make 
much impact as he went under 
until he passed on.

Also fresh in mind, they said, is 
Rev. Fr. Moses Adasu who 
abandoned his cassock for 
politics, noting that the Cleric 
went ahead to win the Benue 
gubernatorial election under the 
defunct Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) in 1991. 

After two years, General Sani 
Abacha struck and Adasu came 
out as an orphan and died shortly. 
But one Princewill Okereke and 
other strong supporters of  Mbaka 
think differently, faulting the 
Enugu bishop for his alleged 
conspiracy against his priest 
(Mbaka) so far.

Okereke said that the entire 
Catholic faithful of  Enugu 

intervene on behalf  of  their flocks 
t h e y  m a y  n o t  b e  g o o d  
representatives of  God for it is not 
different from what Christ did on 
earth during one of  such examples 
he chased away men who turned 
his father's house according to 
scripture into a den of  robbers.

Father Mbaka is not doing 
anything less for calling for the 
impeachment or resignation of  
Buhari. He is never the first person 
to canvass it. National Assembly 
members who appear to have 
woken up are now making a sing 
song of  it. According to Basil 
Ohakam, a victim of  herdsmen 
attack who lost his crops in 
Owerri last year, if  removing 
Buhari would stabilize the polity 
so be it. It is doubtful if  those who 
seek to cow him can successfully 
do that.          

Critics of  Mbaka said that he is 
behaving like a man-boy. 

Mr. Emmanuel Nwonye, a Civil 
Servant in Enugu noted, "A man 
who recently marked his 25 years 
anniversary as a priest still does 
not understand the oath of  
obedience and utmost respect he 
swore to and behaves as a newly 
ordained priest.

According to Nwonye, "He has 
misled and formed a sort of  cult 
among the many vagabonds of  his 
followers. He should be ashamed 
to have been the source through 
which disrespect is bestowed on 
the Catholic Bishop of  Enugu. 

"Mbaka  de se r ve s  to  be  
punished for intentionally 
painting the church in bad light 
because of  his unreasonable 

what he is presently doing 
privately and still retain and in 
sympathy may increase his 
followership. Whatever it may be 
there is no doubt that the Catholic 
Church provided him the 
platform to grow to the height he 
is now.

It will also not be taken from 
him that he has added tremendous 
value to the Catholic Church 
helping to strengthen its spiritual 
aspect of  God's work in great 
magnitude. Who knows how 
many may have derived their 
healings or have their domestic 
issues resolved through the fiery 
cleric.

Today our country is in a mess, 
oppressed by the political 
leadership that seemingly is 
holding everybody under its 
jackboot. People can no longer 
breathe fresh air and many have 
been compromised into silence 
including the so called men of  
God. Today, we have lost so many 
voices of  the likes of  Gani 
Fawehnmi, Tai Solarin, Chima 
Ubani and other strong advocates 
of  social justice. 

There is no doubt that when 
good men keep quiet evil festers. 
This is the situation at present. 
The work of  a priest is similar to 
that of  intervening to save people 
and salvage a bad situation. 
Mbaka like his fiery colleague, 
Hassan Kukah is still among the 
few clerics speaking the mind of  
people. They may not be heeded 
to but it is on record that they are 
speaking truth to power

If  spiritual fathers cannot 

Fiery Catholic Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Ejike Mbaka, Founder of  
Adoration Ministry, Enugu, 
Nigeria (AMEN) is in the news 
again dwelling in his usual terrain 
of  controversy.

In the last few days, the wide 
conversation in Enugu and its 
environs both in public and 
private homes centred on Rev. Fr. 
Mbaka's alleged insubordination 
to his boss, Bishop Callistus 
Onaga vis-a-vis his outburst 
against President Muhammadu 
Buhari's government.

The development almost tore 
the relatively quiet serenity of  the 
State capital into shreds as Mbaka 
followers on Wednesday took to 
major streets of  the Coal City 
before attacking residence of  the 
Catholic bishop at Igboeze Street, 
Independence Layout, Enugu.

The angry protesters who 
demanded for the immediate 
release of  their charismatic leader 
(Mbaka) also vandalized parts of  
Holy Ghost Cathedral near 
Ogbete Main Market, an action 
described by many as sacrilege to 
Catholic faith.

Tension was however doused 
when Mbaka appeared like a 
Messiah to the waiting hands of  
his fanatic supporters who had 
already besieged the Bishop 
Court, threatening to bring down 
the house if  their leader remained 
incarcerated by his abductors.

Bishop Onaga was said to have 
drawn the ire of  Mbaka's 
supporters for allegedly giving out 
their leader to the security agents 
who they accused of  detaining 
him for calling on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to resign or 
face impeachment due to his 
perceived failure to effectively 
steer the ship of  the nation.

Indeed, Mbaka is in eyes of  the 
storm as his unquenchable 
passion for partisan politics has 
continued to pitch him against the 
c h u r c h ,  a t t r a c t i n g  m i xe d  
reactions from high and low in the 
society.

While some, especially the 
Adoration worshipers, are ready 
to lay their lives for Mbaka as a 
result of  his courage, truthfulness 
and sagacity, as well as healing 
power, others argue that he is a 
rebel whose actions overtly and 
covertly had brought Catholic 
Church to disrepute.

 Mbaka may have developed a 
cult like following because he may 
have touched the lives of  many 
who now believe in him and are 
not ready to see any harm done to 
him. In the manner he has given 
value to them physical or spiritual 
he may be seen as another God.

This is the view of  an Owerri 
based journalist who added that in 
the event that he is sent out of  the 
Catholic fold he may opt to do 
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Mbaka:  Socratic gadfly in 
the eyes of the storm 
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n order  to  enhance  Iresourcefulness as well as 
s t r e n g t h e n  s o c i a l  

development for good living, 
peace and security, indigenes 
of  Imo State, have called on 
government to look inward to 
promote farming, commerce 
and industry by installing basic 
a m e n i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
electricity and road.

The people who demanded 
regular electricity and good 
road for the rural communities 
of  Imo State, said when their 
needs are met they would be 
enabled and encouraged to 
work hard to defeat poverty, 
hunger and vulnerability 
which they added contribute to 
insecurity and crisis.

T h e y  f r o w n e d  t h a t  
communities who do not have 
electricity or good road would 
be challenged or constrained to 
effectively engage in the 
production of  goods and 
services for socio- economic 
advancement, even as they 
urged government to ensure 
that their demand is soon 
attained if  they meant well for 
the society.

The people have also 
pleaded with government to 
ensure that communities: 
urban, suburb or rural who 
already have electric power are 
regular ly  suppl ied with  
electricity to encourage them 
on resource fu lness  and 
fruitfulness.

Speaking to News Echo, 
these concerned indigenes of  
Imo State had regretted that 
Imo State is backward in terms 
o f  s o c i o -  e c o n o m i c  
development due to lack of  
vision and developmental 
orientation of  some of  their 
leaders who they urged to 
i n s t a l l  m o r e  e n e r g y  
transformers in all existing 
villages of  the state to boost 
power supply.

In Imo, Abia, Enugu, 
Ebonyi and Anambra States, 
they posited, there have been a 
gory tale of  lack of  social 
a m e n i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
electricity and road which they 
reflected are nothing to write 
home about. They stated that 
youths who wallow and 
wobble in oblivion in search of  
jobs and other means of  

livelihood could be productive 
if  adequate measures on 
provision of  electricity, good 
r o a d ,  g o o d  m a r k e t  
environment or structure 
among others are put in place.

They lamented that many 
youths who learnt skills such as 
welding, sewing, barbing, 
s c u l p t u r i n g ,  m o u l d i n g ,  
hairdressing among others 
could positively engage in 
these trades if  there is constant 
electricity and favourable 
environment, just as they 
would adequately engage in 
cottage industries: knitting and 
weaving, petty trading (small-
scale business).

Contributing, a technocrat 
and a community leader, Chief  
Harry Ihebinike, from Orlu 
local government area of  Imo 
State, called on government to 
intensify efforts to ensure 
holistic rural electrification to 
encourage industrialisation, 
economic independence, 
social comfort, security and 
peace.

According to Ihebinike, 
"the electricity situation in Imo 
State, particularly in Orlu 
communities, is a nightmare. 
This trend is however not 
caused by the present Imo 
S ta te  gover nment .  The  
privatization of  NEPA was the 
root cause of  it. Enugu 

Elec t r i c i ty  Dis t r ibu t ion  
Company (EEDC) has failed 
the South East region. It is 
necessary for the South East 
governments to form a Joint 
Electricity Company for the 
purposes of  generation and 
distribution of  electricity to all 
nooks and crannies of  the 
zone. They should come up 
with a blueprint on how to 
manage and fund it. Allowing 
private investors to run such a 
critical infrastructure in the 
region cannot give the desired 
resul t .  The South East  
governors should ensure that 
credible experts are appointed 
to run power company since 
e l e c t r i c i t y  i s  k e y  t o  
industrialization".

John Ogorchukwu, a native 
of  Mgbuishi community, Ohaji 
and a retired primary school 
teacher, said "it is appalling 
that several remote villages 
(hinterlands) particularly 
Ohaji, Oguta, Egbema, Oru 
East, Oru West among others, 
have no public electricity since 
origin. And communities who 
have seen public electricity do 
not enjoy it because of  
government's negligence. The 
cause of  this social malady is 
mainly the lack of  electric 
transformers, low tension 
wiring and lack of  proper 
funding which government 
neglects. I'm of  the view that 

the government in power 
should do the needful to make 
us happy. We pay tax, we 
produce oil and yet we live in 
darkness, filth and denial. This 
is not how a republican state is 
run. Insecurity can be reduced 
if  necessary empowerment is 
met. Government should use 
people's money to develop the 
society rather than procuring 
a r sena l  power  to  f i gh t  
insecurity it created through 
bad governance".

In this manner, some 
communi t i e s  o f  Oha j i ,  
Egbema and Oguta (Obitti, 
Awarra, Ochia, Obile, Assa, 
Mgbuishi, Ilile and Agwa) 
have been neglected in terms of  
infrastructure especially on 
e lectr ic i ty  despi te  their  
e c o n o m i c  r i c h n e s s .  
Regrettably, the Imo State Oil 
Producing Areas Development 
Commission (ISOPADEC), 
has been a total failure. 
ISOPADEC, according to the 
people, was established as a 
welfarist agency to carter for 
needs of  the oil bearing 
communities of  Imo State, but 
no tangible project has been 
recorded especially in Ohaji 
area.

Hence, the people have 
appealed to ISOPADEC to 
come to their help by installing 
electricity, building of  road, 
school, market structure 
including empowering the 

people through meaningful 
skills.

A community leader in 
Awara, Comrade Nwokoma 
Kelechi and ChiKe Omereji, 
an artisan from Assa, said their 
people are predominantly 
persistent farmers and traders 
who desire social amenities to 
boost their business and live 
good, advising authorities to 
take into cognizance the needs 
of  the people who they 
maintained produce the wealth 
of  the state who should have 
been taken care of  by the 
government.

"From time immemorial, 
many communities in the oil 
bearing areas have never seen 
public electricity because of  
government neglect, lack of  
vision and direction in spite of  
o u r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  
ISOPADEC and government 
of  Imo State should stop 
neglecting us. No community 
can make any economic 
progress without constant 
electricity and solid road. 
Those who learnt skills as 
welding, hairdressing, barbing, 
weaving, knitting, sculpturing, 
sewing are unable to stand on 
their feet due to low finance 
and this challenge breeds 
unrest".

Therefore, they called on 
the Managing Director of  

By Ikenna Orioha

Continues on Pg. 8

Industrialization: Imo indigenes
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ISPADEC, Charles Orie, to 
give them "electricity, not only 
road rehabilitation", advising 
the commission to "stop 
politicizing or recycling 
ISOPADEC projects at our 
expense. We are not happy of  
the obvious neglect and under-
development of  our land".

For  th is  reason,  the  
lawmaker, who represents 
O h a j i / E g b e m a  S t a t e  
Constituency in Imo State 
House of  Assembly, Hon 
Heclus Okoro, had presented a 
motion urging the House to 
compel the Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC) and oil producing 
companies to implement the 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understandings as reached 
and documented for rural 
electrification in oil bearing 
communities of  Imo State.

In a Press Statement issued 
by Okoro's Media Aide, Isinwa 
Destiny which was given to the 
media in Owerri, Okoro 
frowned at bad governance, 
decrying that the people of  
Imo State pay for darkness, not 
light. 

In July, 2019, Okoro moved 
"A Motion on Denial of  

Accrual Benefits especially on 
electric power supply by oil 
exploration and production 
companies for host and 
impacted communities of  
Ohaji/Egbema, particularly 
N P D C .  W h e r e a s  t h e  
Petroleum Industry Reforms 
on the petroleum host and 
i m p a c t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  
development trust was enacted 
by national assembly with the 
objective to provide direct 
social and economic benefits 
from petroleum operations to 
the affected communities".

Okoro was emphatic that a 
"harmonious coexistence 
between E&P companies on 
one hand and the host and 
impacted communities on the 
other hand should be cordial 
and solid. We are aware that so 
many  Memorandum of  
Understandings (MoUs) had 
been reached before these 
projects (Gas Plant, Base, Oil 
Wells-Drilling, Oil Truckings) 
e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  
assessment, wherein the 
provisions of  social amenities 
and public utilities were agreed 
upon. These supposed projects 
are accrual benefits for the 

h o s t s  a n d  i m p a c t e d  
communit ies,  (Drinking  
Water, Electric Power Supply, 
Good Roads, Employment, 
Education, Bursary and 
Scholarship)". 

Okoro observed with 
dismay how "our sister oil 
producing communities enjoy 
these projects, as hosts and 
impacted communities. For 
example, AGIP to Okwuzi, 
Mgbede and Aggah etc. 
Whereas  NPDC,  She l l ,  
ADAX, Starling- Global, 
Wal te rSmi th  Pe t roman,  
SEPLAT had failed in these 
regards as the oil bearing 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  s t i l l  
c h a l l e n ge d  w i t h  s o c i a l  
amenities".

He expressed worry before 
the House of  how these 
accrued projects had eluded 
the deserving communities 
and how badly their standard 
of  living has been affected, 
pointing out that the growth of  
socio- economic vices had 
jeopardized the people as he 
implored the House to urgently 
c o n s t i t u t e  a n  A d  h o c  
Committee to "review and 
o v e r s e e  t h e  o v e r d u e  
benefits/projects accrued to 

the people of  Ohaji/Egbema, 
rev iew and  update  the  
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understandings between the 
people of  Ohaji/Egbema and 
oil exploration and producing 
companies.  Review and 
address projects without 
proper Environmental Impact 
A s s e s s m e n t  w i t h i n  
Ohaji/Egbema areas".

The motion was seconded 
by Hon. Eddy Obinna, of  
A b o h  M b a i s e  S t a t e  
Constituency as he posited that 
the motion deserved urgent 
attention, while Hon. Uju 
Onwudiwe of  Njaba State 
Constituency called on Imo 
State government to urge oil 
companies in the state to order 
to do the needful. They advised 
Imo Assembly to act quickly to 
enable oil companies meet 
their social responsibilities to 
t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  e v e n  
development and peace.

Supporting the motion, 
Hon. Chigozie Nwaneri of  
Oru East State Constituency, 
told the House to visit Ohaji- 
Egbema with a view to 
ascertaining the level of  
suffering at the areas given to 
negligence and oil exploration 

with Hon. Anukam Solomon, 
of  Owerri Municipal Council 
Constituency condemning the 
habit of  oil companies in Imo 
State sidelining the host 
communities by failing to 
fulfill agreement and thereby 
subjecting the people to 
hardship, breeding unrest by 
denying them electricity, 
drinking water, employment, 
good road and other basic 
amenities.

Hon. Paschal Okolie of  
Orlu State Constituency, Hon. 
Arthur Egwim of  Ideato North 
State Constituency, Hon. Duru 
Iheonukara of  Ideato South 
State Constituency, Hon. 
Ngozi Obiefule of  Isu State 
Const i tuency and Hon.  
Ezerioha Dominic of  Oru 
West State Constituency, 
added that the motion was 
geared to reduce poverty and 
suffering in oil and gas bearing 
communities of  Imo State.

Consenting to the motion, 
the former Speaker of  Imo 
State House of  Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Chiji Collins told the 
House that the motion was 
germane as he promised that 
the motion would be given 
consideration for a way 
forward for the oil region.

The people emphasized 
that poverty and suffering can 
be reduced or wiped out 
entirely from the state if  
government provides good 
leadership, provides basic 
social amenities especially 
electricity and road, fears God, 
loves mankind and shuns 
corruption, greed, bribery, 
fraudulence, dictatorship, 
favouritism and hatred, saying 
with regular and full supply of  
electric power youths will be 
positively engaged with vices 
and insecurity being nipped at 
the board. 

" I t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  b u i l d  
institutions that can encourage 
resourcefulness, productivity 
and economic advancement 
f o r  eve n  d eve l o p m e n t .  
Electricity is like an oil that 
helps the engine function 
effectively and it should not be 
ignored. Government should 
invest hugely on infrastructure 
to maintain steady electricity 
in the rural communities of  
Imo State", they reiterated.

Continued from Pg. 7

Imo State pays for darkness, not light
– Media aide 
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kilometres to the new airport. 
Ditto for the nearby state-owned 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University, Igbariam. 
This will draw attention to the 
Onitsha-Otuocha-Nsukka road, 
which has been neglected for a 
long time.

But the biggest beneficiaries of  
the airport will be the people 
living and doing business in 
Anambra State. The benefits 
here can never be exhausted. 
Umueri airport will reduce the 
time travellers spend trying to 
access the airports in Asaba, 
Enugu and Port Harcourt. 

Being a cargo airport, it means 
traders in Onitsha would short-
circuit the time and money they 
s p e n d  i n  c l e a r i n g  a n d  
transporting their imports from 
Lagos to Onitsha. This will also 
abridge shipping time. A new 
class of  professionals in the air 
freighting sector like lawyers, tax 
specialists, travels agents, car 
charter operators and allied 
professionals will emerge.

In terms of  infrastructure, the 
entire Anambra East Local 
Government Area will be 
transformed with bigger and 
b e t t e r  r o a d s ,  i m p r o v e d  
electricity, and controlled 
municipal development. The 
effect will also be felt in towns 
l ike  Awkuzu,  Nte je  and  
Abagana, which will serve as 
stopover junction towns to 
Umueri. People ordinarily 
resident in Anambra would no 
longer travel overnight to lodge 
in airport towns in order to catch 
their flights. They would just 
wake up and drive through the 
traffic-free roads in the state to 
catch their flights.

While Governor Obiano 
deserves to beat his chest and 
celebrate this 'audacious' feat, 
the truth is that all the wine 
popping, dancing and kissing of  
the ground on the tarmac on the 
international airport at Umueri 
last week would be a vain ritual if  
there are still loose ends yet to be 
effectively tightened as a 
precondition for operating an 
airport. This has to be done if  we 
do not intend to have the 
experience that Anambra has 
had with the Onitsha river port 
and its status as an oil producing 
State with the short-lived oil 
drilling effort in the Anambra 
Basin.

There is no doubt that well 
utilized, the new airport at 
Umueri will transform Anambra 
to its rightful classification 
among Nigerian states – a Grade 
A state and make the state rank 
among global economies like 
Lagos, California, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and Dubai.

provides the necessary boost for 
the development of  not only the 
b u s i n e s s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  
infrastructure of  Otuocha zone 
but also the larger Anambra 
River Basin.

A l r e a d y,  o i l  h a s  b e e n  
discovered and is being exploited 
in commercial quantity in the 
upper fringes of  Anambra River 
near Kogi and Enugu States. The 
anchorage of  Anambra River 
b e t we e n  U mu o b a - A n a m ,  
Aguleri and Umueze-Anam 
could be developed to handle 
lighter vessels and complement 
the river port at Onitsha. We also 
expect boat clubs to emerge 
around in the area.

Otuocha will open a new 
corridor of  trade and diplomacy 
between the East and northern 
Nigeria, given its proximity to 
Kogi and Benue States as well as 
Abuja. Who knows? The airport 
may facilitate the completion of  
the Otuocha – Idah federal road, 
which runs through a rich 
agricultural belt. Needless to say 
that the airport would benefit 
people from the Ankpa, Idah, 
Dekina and even Ajaokuta 
catchment areas because it's the 
nearest airport to all those vital 
industrial areas and populations. 
The same story applies to the 
university town of  Nsukka, 
which is just a few tens of  

No matter what might still be 
needed to be put in place for the 
airport to fully take off, what has 
been achieved so far calls for 
celebration. At least, like 
Mbadinuju said, something has 
landed and taken off  at an airport 
b u i l t  b y  A n a m b r a  S t a t e  
Government.

T h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a n  
international cargo airport to a 
state like Anambra have already 
been well listed but can never be 
overemphasized. Apart from the 
centrality of  Onitsha in the 
commercial circles of  Nigeria 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e,  
Anambra people are major 
players in global business and 
having an airport at home is just 
natural.

Needless to say that most of  
the cargo and passengers that use 
airports in Asaba, Enugu and 
Owerri are Anambra-bound. 
This may mean that Umueri's 
gain could turn out to be Asaba, 
Owerri and Enugu's loss. So the 
airport at Umueri would not only 
reduce cost and time spent 
commuting to airports in 
neighbouring states but would 
also facilitate easy passage for 
young entrepreneurs to travel 
and process their merchandise.

B e yo n d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
functionality of  the airport, the 
location of  the airport at Umueri 

After failed negotiations with 
f inancial  inst i tut ions and 
infrastructure firms from Nigeria 
and outside Nigeria, the idea of  
the cargo airport faded out and 
did not even come up for mention 
in Peter Obi's second term. He 
shifted attention to delivering 
roads to link the different 
communities in the state before 
leaving in 2014.

The airport was not even in the 
manifesto of  Governor Obiano 
when he campaigned in 2013. He 
campaigned on a continuity 
agenda, that is to say he would 
complete projects left behind by 
Obi before drawing up his own 
programme of  action.

It wasn't long after taking office 
before he fell out with Mr. Obi. 
So he quickly drew up his own 
new plans, which incidentally 
focused on reviving the Otuocha 
axis of  the state that became 
moribund after the internecine 
wars between Umuleri and 
Aguleri in the twilight of  the 20th 
Century.

The airpor t project fell  
comfortably into this programme 
of  action. After several years of  
doubt, indecision and false starts 
the project gathered momentum 
in 2018 and to the surprise of  
even government supporters, the 
first commercial plane landed at 
Umueri a few days ago. 

It is my most audacious 

‘project. That is how Governor 
Willie Obiano described 

Anambra International and 
Cargo Airport, the newest 
airport in Nigeria located at 
Umueri, Anambra East Local 
Government Area.

True. It is the most ambitious 
project ever executed by the 
government of  Anambra State 
since it was created in 1991, and I 
dare say the old Anambra State 
created in 1976. And Governor 
Obiano has good reason to 
congratulate himself  and his 
government for this rare feat.

And it is not because of  the fact 
that it is the first time a state 
government is building an airport 
in Nigeria. Two of  Anambra's 
neighbours, Imo and Delta had 
long ago built and put to use their 
own airports; and a huge chunk 
of  their passengers come from 
Anambra State. This airport was 
started and completed in record 
time, less than two years after 
construction started. The Imo 
airport took many years of  
community contributions and 
fundraisers to complete. Delta 
State with all the petrodollars 
took many more years to finish 
the airport at Asaba. 

Since 1980, shortly after Jim 
Nwobodo became the first 
elected governor of  the old 
Anambra State, the plan and 
aspiration to build an airport for 
Anambra State had been on the 
drawing board. A site was even 
acquired for it at Oba, a few 
kilometers east of  Onitsha, the 
commercial hub of  Anambra 
State. 

I  r e m e m b e r  C h i n w o k e  
Mbadinuju, who was governor 
b e t we e n  1 9 9 9  a n d  2 0 0 3  
promising that before the end of  
his first tenure, which turned out 
to be his last, “something will 
land and take off  at Oba.” That 
was wishful thinking. It never 
materialized until he left office. 
Rather, the airport site soon 
became the site of  a proposed 
international market.

The idea of  an airport was 
dusted up again in 2006 when 
Peter Obi became governor. It 
was he that changed the site from 
Oba in Idemili South Local 
Government Area to Umueri 
and proposed the name, cargo 
airport. 

However as much as Obi was 
prepared to see to the realization 
of  the project, he was not ready to 
put a dime of  Anambra money 
into it. As he preferred to do with 
most of  the state government's 
capital intensive projects, he 
wanted a build operate and 
transfer (BOT) arrangement for 
the airport.
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UN-supervised referendum on 
Biafran Independence,” the 
letter concluded.

Meanwhile, it has been 
obse r ved  tha t  in fo r med  
Nigerians are of  the view that 
the current instability in the 
country which has polarized 
Nigeria into ethnic and 
religious lines. They reasoned 
that if  the government at all the 
various levels should be more 
responsible in delivering 
dividends of  democracy, the 
agitation for ethnic autonomies 
would come to an end. 

For instance, most Igbo 
people are of  the opinion that 
the renewed agitation for Biafra 
is as a result of  the perceived 
marginalization of  South East 
by the present administration. 
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  
Gover nment  has  a lways  
pointed out that it has not been 
marginalizing Ndigbo IPOB 
and other bodies normally 
claim. It usually points to the 
ongoing projects in the zone 
like the Second Niger Bridge, 
the Onitsha – Enugu Express 
Road, the Enugu – Umuahia- 
Aba – Port Harcourt Express 
Road as well as the Owerri – 
Aba Express Road as a sign that 
Ndigbo are not left out in the 
schemes of  things. To this 
effect, the Federal Government 
reminds the South East that it 
has ministers in top ministries 
and other executive positions of  
federal agencies and boards. 

defending the Sheich Pantami, 
Mr Buhari is seemingly aligning 
with Mr Pantami's terrorist 
sympathies. Mr Buhari is a 
strong ally of  the Islamic 
Republic of  Iran and China; 
and he has generally pursued 
policies that put Nigeria at odds 
with US national interest since 
you came to office."

I P O B  p r ay e d  t h e  U S  
President to consider, among 
other things, denying weapons 
sales or transfers to Nigeria 
under the Leahy Amendment; 
listing Nigeria complicit in 
persecuting Christian and Jews 
under the Global Magnitsky 
Human Rights Accountability 
Act.

"We respectfully urge Mr. 
President to invoke particularly 
Section 620M of  the Foreign 
Assistance Act of  1961 (FAA), 
as amended, which prohibits 
the furnishing of  assistance 
authorized by the FAA and the 
Arms Export Control Act to 
any foreign security force unit 
where  there  i s  c red ib le  
information that the unit has 
committed a gross violation of  
human r ights.  We s ta te  
categorically that the national 
interests of  the United States lie 
in protecting Christians and 
Jews in Nigeria, defeating 
radical Islam and preventing 
instability in West Africa which 
will altogether be enhanced by a 
US-led diplomatic pressure on 
the Nigerian government to - as 
a matter of  urgency - agree to a 

Human Rights Reports on 
N i g e r i a ,  b y  A m n e s t y  
International and other credible 
bodies.  The US Commission 
on International Religious 
Freedom has recommended 
listing Nigeria as a country of  
concern because of  its religious 
oppressions.  United States 
sales or transfers of  weapons to 
Nigeria to fight Boko Haram are 
d ive r t e d  t o  k i l l i n g  a n d  
terrorizing Christians and Jews. 
The Nigerian army, which 
leadership is Fulani and 
Islamist is complicit in these 
illicit transfers," part of  the 
letter reads.

Kanu in the letter also 
accused President Buhari of  
treating Boko Haram with kid 
gloves, releasing from detention 
hundreds arrested by the 
previous administration for 
terrorism on the ground that 
they have repented. He also told 
the US government that Buhari  
had appointed radical Muslims 
to head every security agency in 
Nigeria. Kanu said that manner 
in which Sheich Isa Pantami, 
N i g e r i a ' s  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Communications and Digital 
Economy whose support for Al 
Qaeda and Taliban was widely 
published is protected shows 
negative signs about the Buhari 
led government.

"Mr. Buhari has refused to 
sack him from his sensitive 
pos i t ion as  Minis ter  o f  
Communication overseeing the 
biometric data of  Nigerians. By 

News Echo by its spokesperson, 
Comrade Emma Powerful and 
signed by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
its leader and addressed to the 
President of  the United States 
of  America.

In the letter, Kanu urged the 
US President to consider many 
negative realities unfolding in 
the current day Nigeria, how 
they all started and who is 
behind them before considering 
r e n d e r i n g  a n y  m i l i t a r y  
assistance. He stressed that 
selling weapons to the current 
administration led by President 
Buhari will not go down well 
with the high records of  human 
rights violation witnessed 
heavily in Nigeria, and will be 
counterproductive.

"President Buhari has made 
Nigeria the most dangerous 
country in the world for 
Christians, Jews and Nigeria's 
indigenous peoples, particularly 
those of  the former Republic of  
Biafra. Hundreds of  thousands 
are routinely plundered,  
tortured or killed with impunity 
by Nigerian security forces 
controlled and populated by 
Buhar i ' s  Fu lan i  I s lamic  
t r i b e s m e n ,  o f t e n  i n  
collaboration with Fulani 
herdsmen (Islamist terrorist 
g r o u p  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
internationally branded the 4th 
deadliest terrorist grouping in 
the world). These atrocities 
have been confirmed and 
p u b l i s h e d  b y  U S  S t a t e  
Department in its various 

The Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) says it has written 
to the United States of  America 
(USA) and the United Nations 
(UN) on why the two separate 
bodies must work hard to 
ensure the independence of  the 
Republic of  Biafra. He also said 
that the killing of  his pro-Biafra 
group members was a sign of  
genocidal campaign against 
tens of  millions of  Christians 
and Jews, particularly those 
indigenous to the former 
Republic of  Biafra.

According to him, "These 
include mass killings, torture, 
and the destruction of  Christian 
schools, churches and Jewish 
synagogues. He has arbitrarily 
branded and terrorized the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), a nonviolent group 
pursuing the Independence of  
the former Republic of  Biafra. 
M r.  B u h a r i ' s  d r a c o n i a n  
measures were geared to 
retaliating against peaceful 
demonstrations favoring the 
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  B i a f r a n  
independence that was cruelly 
extinguished by a genocidal 
military campaign Buhari 
partly led between 1967 and 
1970."

 IPOB says it has several 
reasons the government of  the 
United States of  America, 
under President Joe Biden 
should not grant any request for 
military assistance to Nigeria. 
IPOB said this in a letter dated 
May 1, 2021, made available to 
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companies and the story would 
change for the better.

Apart from seeking foreign 
p a r t n e r s h i p s,  r e q u e s t i n g  
r e l o c a t i n g  A F R I C O M  
headquarters from Stuttgart in 
Germany to Africa, our leaders 
should learn from the meeting of  
the United Nations General 
Assembly held in September 
2017. With the theme of  “Global 
cooperation- tackling the root 
c a u s e s  t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
terrorism”, they agreed that 
terrorism has become a global 
phenomenon that should be 
addressed comprehensively.

 For instance, Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, Prime Minister of  
Pakis tan,  who expressed  
concern that the principles of  the 
United Nations Charter were 
being eroded stated that: “We 
took the war to the terrorists. We 
have paid a heavy price.  
Thousands had been injured or 
kil led, and the country's  
economic losses were estimated 
a t  o v e r  $ 1 2 0  b i l l i o n .  
Nevertheless, it  remained 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  f u l l y  
implementing its national action 
plan against terrorism and 
extremism”. So did President 
Abdrabiuh Mansour Hadi of  
Yemen whose country fought 
against the Houthi coalition.

President Michel Aoun of  
Lebanon stated that the solution 
lies with economic and social 
intervention measures because: 
“World War III has taken a new 
form as countries suffering from 
religious or ethnic extremism 
now reject each other's right to 
exist”.

Crown Prince Al Abdullahi II 
of  Jordan lamented that the 
world that had spent $1.7 trillion 
on arms could not raise the 
shortfall of  $1.7 billion to take 
care of  refugees. While President 
Tommy Remengesau of  Palau 
warned that many more storms 
or “ticking time bombs” like 
what is currently transpiring in 
Nigeria was in the offing, 
President Moon Jae-In of  the 
Republic of  Korea stated that 
peace was his calling and his 
historical duty. So, should that of  
otherworld leaders.

Eradicating terrorism requires 
addressing its root causes, which 
are not only poverty and 
ignorance but also real or 
perceived political or other 
grievances — including foreign 
intervention — as well as 
oppression and injustice.

We have had enough of  
bloodshed of  innocent citizens 
here!

the untouchables. They talk with 
audacity, verve and bravado as if  
their words are law. Surprisingly, 
Mr. President, who happens to be 
their kinsman has not made a 
statement of  caution against 
t h e i r  i n f u r i a t i n g  a n d  
inflammatory statements.

Such a situation of  clear 
injustice has informed the call by 
the Human Rights Writers 
Association of  Nigeria charging 
the President to classify the 
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
Association  as a terrorist group, 
similar to what he had done to 
the Indigenous People of  Biafra.

The credible way out of  this 
morass of  insecurity bedeviling 
the country is for the president to 
rise above ethnic and religious 
sentiments and muster the 
political will to deal with killers, 
no matter who is involved. Also, 
the National Assembly should 
quickly enact and pass a bill to 
restructure this country in terms 
of  the political, economic and 
security architecture.

As a concerned citizen, Ariyo 
Atoye rightly suggested with 
such features in place, each state 
should be divided into strategic 
combat sections and carry out 
sector by sector clearing by 
motivated youths. In addition is 
the need to use moder n 
technology by deploying the 
drones with the assistance of  
a e r i a l  s u r ve i l l a n c e  t e c h  

83 persons dead and hundreds of  
others, including women and 
children, injured. He has 
directed security agencies to 
d e m o l i s h  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  
informants and those supplying 
arms to bandits in the state while 
asking the citizens to rise up and 
defend themselves!

In fact, it is no longer news that 
Auwal Daudawa, the notorious 
kidnapper responsible for the 
a b d u c t i o n  o f  o v e r  3 0 0  
schoolboys from Kankara in 
Katsina State a few months ago 
has abandoned Matawalle's 
Amnesty Programme. He has 
picked up arms again and 
returned to the forest!

As Senator Ali Ndume once 
cautioned against amnesty for 
the terrorists, they hardly turn 
over a new leaf, all over night! 
Recently, he warned against 
treating the serious issue of  the 
400 Bureau De Change operators 
funding the Boko Haram as  
confidential.

He stated that: “When I was 
wrongly accused, I was tried 
publicly and I was vindicated. 
The trial lasted six years in an 
open court. If  there is any 
criminal act linked to anybody, 
no matter how highly placed, let 
the evidence be placed before the 
public, there should be no secret 
trial.”

Unfortunately, here in Nigeria 
of  today, members of  the Miyetti 
Allah and Sheik Gumi remain 

Niger State Governor Abubakar 
Bello, recently stated that: “I am 
confirming that there are Boko 
Haram elements here in Niger 
State, here in Kaure. They have 
hoisted their flags here, meaning 
they have taken over the 
community”. He warned that the 
terrorists' presence in his state 
may endanger the security of  the 
nation's capital Abuja, some 140 
kilometres (87 miles) away. Close 
to 3,000 citizens of  the embattled 
state have so far fled the region.

In a similar vein, Governor 
Samuel Ortom of  Benue State 
has raised his voice against the 
killing of  over 70 persons in two 
we e k s  i n  M a k u r d i  l o c a l  
government area of  the state. He 
was addressing protesting youth 
at the Internally Displaced 
Persons camp in Abagena 
village.

“If  the federal government had 
taken a proactive step, we will not 
be where we are. You recall that I 
alerted the entire nation when 
Fulanis from 14 countries met in 
Yola and declared that except we 
review the prohibition of  open 
grazing law, Benue will not know 
peace.”  He said he had written to 
the Federal Government to arrest 
the leaders of  Miyetti Allah that 
hosted that meeting but nothing 
was done!

On his part, Governor Bello 
Matawalle of  Zamfara State has 
cried out over recent attacks by 
suspected bandits that left at least 

ur country is in a deep 

Omess. Whoever thinks 
it's ending any time soon 

is deceiving himself/herself. 
We're now suffering the full 
blown effect of  leadership failure 
a l l  over  the  years  s ince  
independence.”- Peter Obi, 
former Governor, Anambra 
State).

This is the way the cookie 
crumbles! Nigeria is currently 
bleeding. That is according to the 
Minister of  Defence, Major 
General Bashir Magashi (retd). 
One cannot agree any less. The 
state governors are wailing, with 
some relocating to Abuja, the 
Federal Capital Territory, in 
search of  the safety they can no 
longer guarantee their helpless 
citizens. In fact, to Governor 
Nyesom Wike of  Rivers State 
Nigeria has “totally collapsed”.  
He has raised serious concerns 
about his counterparts rushing to 
the FCT at the drop of  a hat, 
while decrying the wanton 
wasting of  human lives in 
Zamfara, Niger, Yobe, Benue 
and Imo states. Down south in 
the Eastern states the war drums 
are already beating faster, with 
deafening decibels.

Even Reverend Father Ejike 
Mbaka, of  all people, wants the 
President,  Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.), 
impeached!  Wonders will never 
end. This was the same man he 
sold to the gullible electorate as 
the saint and the messiah 
Nigerians had been clamouring 
for. That was back in 2015. We 
have moved from the military 
days of  “unknown soldiers” to 
today's “unknown gunmen” in 
the 21st century Nigeria!

The bitter truth of  forcing the 
wills and wishes of  a few power-
poaching, self-righteous and 
c h e s t - b e a t i n g  g r o u p  o f  
individuals against that of  the 
national interest, in terms of  
political appointments, policies 
and programmes has come back 
to haunt us all. So also is the 
slapping on the wrists of  self-
confes sed ,  b lood- suck ing  
t e r r o r i s t s ,  b a n d i t s  a n d  
kidnappers and telling them to 
sin no more, by the powers that 
be.

For the Minister of  Defence to 
confess  tha t  “Niger ia  i s  
bleeding” on a day bandits 
attacked the General Hospital in 
Kajuru Local Government Area 
of  Kaduna State, abducting two 
nurses on duty, barely 24 hours 
after bandits invaded Greenfield 
University in the same Kaduna, 
killing a staff  and abducting 23 
students calls for urgent action.

As for the state governors, the 
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Twenty-five investors eye airline business as road insecurity worsens

ore investors are Mn o w  s h o w i n g  
interest in floating 

airlines in the aviation sector 

 new Mastercard 

Apayments index has 
shown that 96 per 

cent of  Nigerian consumers 
a r e  o p e n  t o  e m e r g i n g 
payment methods, including 
cryptocurrencies. 

In a research carried out 
on Nigerian consumers, the 
company found that an 
i n c r e a s i n g  nu m b e r  o f  
consumers in Nigeria are 
c o n s i d e r i n g  e m e r g i n g 
payment methods such as 
wearab les,  b iometr ics, 
d i g i t a l  w a l l e t s  a n d 
currencies, and QR code, in 
addition to contactless. 

The  Chie f  Produc t 
Officer at Mastercard, Craig 
Vo s b u r g ,  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
pandemic made us think 
differently, partly out of  
necessity. To deliver the 
choice and flexibility that 
consumers  need – and 
i n c r e a s i n g ly  ex p e c t  – 
retailers worldwide need to 
offer a range of  payment 
solutions that are easy to 
access and always on. 

“As we look ahead, we 
need to continue to enable 
all choices, both in-store and 
online, to shape the fabric of  
commerce and make the 
digital economy work for 
everyone.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Mastercard New Payments 
Index ,  86  pe r  cen t  o f  
Nigerian consumers have 
access to more ways to pay 
compared to this time last 
y e a r ;  7 8  p e r  c e n t  o f  
consumers in Nigeria say 
digital payments methods 
help them save money; 81 
per cent say they are more 
loyal to retailers who offer 
multiple payment options 
and would shop at small 
businesses if  offered more 
diverse ways to pay. 

The Division President, 
Mastercard, Sub-Saharan 
Africa, Raghav Prasad, said, 
“The world as we now know 
it has changed dramatically 
since the outbreak of  the 
pandemic, accelerating 
l o n g - t e r m  s h i f t s  i n 

consumers' transaction and 
payment methods. 

“We continue to work 
w i t h  o u r  m e r c h a n t s , 
f i n t e c h s,  a n d  b a n k i n g 
partners to rapidly innovate 
payment options that meet 
consumer  needs  whi le 
ensuring we drive financial 
and digital inclusion.” 

During the lockdown in 
2020, consumers adopted 
new spending habits to 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment is still 
holding discussions 

for the establishment of  a 
national carrier for Nigeria, 
three years after it unveiled 
the branding and livery for 
the proposed airline, named 
Nigeria Air. 

Officials of  the Federal 
Ministry of  Aviation stated 
on Friday that plans to get the 
airline up and running were 
still in place, as the Minister 
of  Aviation, Hadi Sirika, 
tweeted last Thursday that 

discussions for the project 
was held at the United States 
Embassy in Abuja. 

This came as Nigerians 
condemned the continued 
delay on the part of  the 
Federal  Gover nment in 
establishing the national 
airline. 

In July 2018, the Federal 
Government unveiled the 
branding and livery for the 
new airline, Nigeria Air, and 
stated that the carrier would 
be inaugurated at the end of  
that year. 

Sirika unveiled the carrier 
at a press conference during 
the Farnborough Air Show in 
London that year. 

“I am very pleased to tell 
you that we are finally on 
track to launching a new 
national flag carrier for our 
country, Nigeria Air. We are 
a l l  f u l ly  commi t t ed  to 
fu l f i l l ing  the  campaign 
p r o m i s e  m a d e  b y  o u r 
President,  Muhammadu 
Buhari, in 2015. We are 
aiming to launch Nigeria Air 
by the end of  this year,” the 

minister had stated. 
“I am confident that we 

will have a well-run national 
flag carrier that is a global 
p layer,  compl iant  wi th 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s a f e t y 
standards and one which has 
the customer at its heart,” the 
minister had stated. 

But about three years 
down the line, no national 
carrier has been inaugurated, 
as against the initial plan to 
inaugurate the airline before 
the end of  2018. 

Rather,  the minister 
tweeted that discussions were 
still ongoing for the proposed 
airline. 

adjust to the reality of  the 
time. Tap-and-go payments 
and online shopping became 
the  new nor mal .  Th i s 
opened new opportunities 
for digital currencies and 
payment options. 

As more people trade 
c r y p t o c u r r e n c y,  i t  i s 
becoming an asse t  for 
e v e r y d a y  p u r c h a s e s . 
Mastercard discovered that 
65 per cent of  Nigerians are 

planning to adopt crypto, 
with 76 per cent noting that 
they are more open to using 
it than they were a year ago. 

The research also found 
out that 45 per cent of  
Nigerian consumers plan to 
use biometric verification 
methods; 54 per cent of  
Nigerian consumers are 
open to using payment 
technologies such as QR 
codes ;  73  pe r  cen t  o f  
Nigerian consumers are 
likely to use digital wallets 
next year. 

following the increasing level 
of  insecurity on Nigerian 
roads. 

It was gathered that about 

25 investors had commenced 
moves  to  acqui re  Air  
Operator's Certificates from 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation 

Authority. 
An AOC is an approval 

granted by the aviation 
authority to an investor or 

aircraft operator to allow it to 
use aircraft for commercial 
purposes. 

Experts said the AOC 

would require the operator to 
have personnel, assets and 
system in place to ensure the 
safety of  its employees and 
the general public when it 
begins operations. 

It was also gathered that 
the high level of  insecurity in 
most parts of  Nigeria and the 
fear among passengers to 
travel by road had led to an 
increase in the number of  air 
travellers. 

This and some other 
concerns, according to 
aviation operators, have 
caused investors to consider 
investments in the airline 
business. 

The General Manager, 
P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  
Department, NCAA, Sam 
Adurogboye, said about 25 
investors were currently 
showing interest in setting up 
airlines in Nigeria. 

He told newsmen that 
lately about three had 
received AOCs and were 
already flying, stressing that 
Ibom Air, United Nigeria 
and Nigeria Eagle were all 
n ew  e n t r a n t s  a l r e a dy  
operating scheduled flights. 

“We have close to about 
25 applications for new 
airlines but acquiring the 
AOC is  a  f ive-phased 
process,” Adurogboye said. 

On what might have 
caused the attraction for 
investments in the airline 
business, he explained that 
the security situation on 
roads, among others, was a 
key factor. 

The NCAA official said, 
“The truth of  the matter is 
that business people are in 
business to make a profit and 
in this business, you do your 
feasibi l i ty  s tudies ;  for  
example, someone recently 
sought what it entailed to 
establish helicopter services. 

“A helicopter firm that 
would be servicing Ondo and 
Lagos states. Now the reason 
for this person's business 
inclination was just because 
of  the kidnappings on the 
roads. And so he looked at it 
that helicopter services from 
Lagos to Akure would be a 
good business.”

More Nigerians open to digital payments,
says Mastercard

Three years after unveiling, FG
yet to establish national carrier
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Again, Ubani market police station set ablaze 
he Ubani Police Ts t a t i o n ,  a l o n g  
Umuahia-Uzuakoli-

Akara road has been set 
ablaze by hoodlums.

The Police station, 
which was established to 
s e r v e  t h e  U b a n i  
international market and a 
private housing estate  
a long  the  road ,  was  
attacked by the unknown 
persons on the early hours 
of  Sunday.

It was not known as at 
the time of  this report, if  
officers were harmed during 
the attack, as the State 
Police Command was yet to 
confirm the development. It 
was not also known if  any 

item was stolen from the 
station being set ablaze.

The burning of  the 
station is coming about 
three weeks after Uzuakoli 
Police station and Nkporo 
Police station in Bende and 
O h a f i a  L G A s  w e r e  
respectively attacked by 
unknown persons.

Meanwhile, jubilation 
has rocked Abia State 
University, Uturu main 
campus following the 

rescue of  all kidnapped 
students of  the institution. 

The news of  the rescue, 
as confirmed by Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, threw the 
school community into 
spontaneous joy as many 
students celebrated the 
news with praises to God  
inside campus churches  
and  lodges on Sunday, 
while commending the 
G o v e r n o r ,  s c h o o l  
management  and security 
agencies for keeping to their 
promise.

he Police Command Tin Enugu State has 
rescued one Ugo 

Nweke from an angry mob 
that caught him allegedly 
trying to steal a commercial 
bus at Abakpa-Nike in the 
Enugu metropolis. 

In a statement made 
available to the newsmen on 
Sunday in Enugu,  the 
C o m m a n d ' s  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, ASP 
Daniel Ndukwe, said the 
suspect had been arrested. 
Ndukwe said that the police 
operatives recovered a 
y e l l o w  To y o t a  H i a c e 
commercial bus which the 
suspect had attempted to 
nick. He said that the timely 
inter vent ion of  pol ice 

h e  p o l i c e  h ave Tl a u n c h e d  a 
desperate search for 

eight AK47 rifles stolen by 
gunmen that killed seven of  
their operatives in Rivers 
State at the weekend.

A  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t 
showed that eight rifles 
were snatched from victims 
o f  t h e  a t t a c k ,  w h i c h 
occurred at two police 
c h e c k p o i n t s  a n d  t wo 
divisional headquarters.

At the C4I checkpoint at 
Choba where the gunmen 
k i l l e d  a n  A s s i s t a n t 
Superintendent of  Police 
(ASP) and an Inspector, 
two rifles were snatched 
with a patrol van set ablaze 
by the bandits.

At the checkpoint in 
f r o n t  o f  t h e  R u m u j i 
Divisional Headquarters, 
where the armed men 
beheaded another ASP and 
an Inspector, the police lost 
two AK47 rifles.

A special constable was 
said to have escaped with a 
bullet that hit his chest at 
the Rumuji checkpoint.

happen after this ongoing 
stockpiling of  arms by 
u n k n o w n  g u n m e n . 
S e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s 
especially the police should 
activate their intelligence 
departments and conduct 
operations to retrieve these 
arms”, a resident, who 
identified himself, simply 
as Emmanuel said.

Investigations revealed 
that despite the ongoing 
a t t a c k s ,  p o l i c e m e n 
deployed to checkpoints 
were still not vigilant at 
their duty posts.

A  c o m m e r c i a l  b u s 
driver, who plies Port 
Harcourt to Lagos, said the 
police were still in the habit 

The gunmen further 
stole four AK47 rifles when 
they attacked the Elimgbu 
Division where they killed 
two ASPs and an Inspector.

It was gathered the 
disturbed Commissioner 
of  Police, Eboka Friday, 
had deployed a special 
tactical team to locate the 
hideouts of  the fleeing 
gunmen and retrieve the 
rifles.

The team was said to be 
combing the waterfront, 
bushes surrounding the 
state capital and the border 
c o m mu n i t i e s  f o r  t h e 
gunmen.

Residents of  the state 
raised concerns over the 
rising number of  illegal 
arms in the hands of  
bandits.

Some of  them recalled 
after the attack on security 
formations and killing of  
nine security operatives at 
Oyigbo Local Government 
Area, over 50 AK47 rifles 
were reported missing

“We are scared. We 
don' t  know what wil l 

of  losing concentrations at 
checkpoints and asking 
drivers for tips.

“They are still not ready 
to deal with these unknown 
g u n m e n .  A t  e a c h 
checkpoint, you will see 
policemen hang their guns 
while  s tretching their 
hands to collect money 
from motorists.

“Most times their hands 
are  preoccupied  wi th 
vehicle papers as they keep 
flipping the papers with no 
iota of  vigilance. That is 
why they are always caught 
off  guard by unknown 
gunmen,” the driver, who 
spoke in confidence, said.

H e  s a i d :  “ T h e 

commissioner has charged 

officers and men of  the 

c o m m a n d  t o  r e m a i n 

resolute and committed to 

operatives saved the suspect 
from being lynched on April 
29 at  about 8:40 a.m. 
“ P o l i c e  o p e r a t i v e s , 
following a distress call 
rece ived,  immediate ly 
rescued and arrested one 
Ugo Nweke,34, of  Cabinet-
Amahausa, Obiagu, Enugu, 
from an angry mob. “The 
irate mob was at the verge of  
setting him ablaze with a 
tyre for allegedly attempting 
to steal a bus from where it 
was parked at Texaco, 
Abakpa-Nike in Enugu 
metropolis. “The suspect 
will be charged to court on 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
investigation,' '  he said. 
Ndukwe said that the state's 
Commissioner of  Police, 

the quest of  ridding the state 

of  unrepentant criminals 

and their activities. “He also 

e n j o i n s  l a w - a b i d i n g 

residents to continue to 

Mr Mohammed Aliyu, had 
c o m m e n d e d  p o l i c e 
operatives for successfully 
carrying out the operation 
and other operations within 
the state. 

assist the police with timely 

and credible information 

needed to further curb acts 

of  crime and criminality in 

the state''.

 p o p u l a r 

AR e d e e m e d 
Christian Church 

o f  G o d ,  R C C G ' s 
auditorium at Alapere in 
the Ketu area of  Lagos 
State has been gutted by 
fire.

It was gathered that the 
f i r e  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h 
o c c u r r e d  o n  S u n d a y 
morning destroyed several 
properties belonging to the 
church.

This was disclosed in a 
v i d e o  b y  a  b l o g g e r , 
@EbituPromise via his 
Twitter handle on Sunday.

Details of  the incident 
remain sketchy as of  the 
time of  filing this report.

According to reports, the 
inferno happened barely 
three days after the General 
Overseer of  the church, 
Pastor Enoch Adeboye lost 
his first son, Dare Adeboye.

The burial of  the son had 
been scheduled to begin on 
Sunday.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

Police rescue suspect from mob action, recover bus in Enugu

Tension in Rivers as
police begin search
for stolen AK47 rifles

Fire razes RCCG
church auditorium in
Lagos

Armed robbery suspects arrested by Ebubeagu in Abakaliki

Burnt Ubani Market Police Station
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secondary school students 
from low-income families. The 
programme was intended to 
augment their classroom 
experience through enriching 
activities. One day, we took the 
students to a park, where the 
programme director had us 
demonstrate the value of  
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e  
demonstration called for 
several members of  the group 
to climb onto a tree by leaping 
onto a branch. Someone had to 
take the lead, then help others 
climb up.

To my dismay, they almost 
unanimously asked me to be 
that person. Blame it on my 
looking more youthful than my 
age and fitter than I was. They 
were unintentionally prodding 
me to embarrass myself, I felt. 
After trying to no avail to have 
them pick someone else, I 
decided to try.

In my first leap onto the 
branch, I had a reasonably 
good grip and tried to pull 
myself  up. But I was too heavy 
for my arm muscles, so I went 
back down. I thought that was 
proof  that I couldn't do it, but I 
was wrong. Instead, I was 
greeted with a rhythmic 
chanting of, “Go Bere, go 
Bere” (or Berry, as most 
pronounced it). So, I had no 
choice but to try, and try again. 
But successive attempts got 
worse results. Yet, the chanting 
intensified, “Go Bere, go Bere.”

At that point, I am not sure 
whether I was more flustered 
than embarrassed or more 
embarrassed than flustered. 
Still, I sensed that they were 
convinced that if  I couldn't do 
it, no one else in the group 
could. In which case, the 
demonstration would have had 
to be scuttled.

So, after giving my arms 
some rest, I decided to go for it 
one final time. I leaped higher, 
gripped firmer and pulled 
harder. It worked!  The group 
applauded and we completed 
t h e  l e s s o n - o f - l i f e  
demonstration. For me the 
additional lesson was that there 
is a downside to looking 
younger and fitter than you 
really are. But that's by the way.

 The real point here is that 
awareness that many others are 
counting on us does and should 
spur us to try harder. If  only 
Nigerian leaders are thus 
inspired.

Actually, even they represent 
excellence of  the devious kind.

The service rep's comment 
was not isolated. I remember 
one day dropping off  my son at 
his school bus pickup location. 
As I was about to pull off, 
another parent, an African-
American woman, gestured to 
me to hold on. When she pulled 
up, I could tell that she had 
something special to tell me. In 
place of  her usually placid 
demeanour, she wore a bright 
smile, as she said: “Guess what? 
I just got my genetic test results 
and found out that I am 
Nigerian.” I never would have 
guessed that that would excite 
her. But it did, and that gave me 
a glow.

N i ge r i a  i s  c o nv u l s i n g  
violently at this time, as scores 
of  people are daily being 
abducted, killed or extorted. 
And the masses are hungry and 
scared. So, anecdotes like the 
above would seem to be 
irrelevant. But they are not. 
And here's another anecdote 
that makes that point.

One summer in the early to 
mid-1990s, I was on the staff  of  
a summer programme for 

Nigeria means to Africa and the 
African diaspora came in the 
late 1970s. I was chatting with a 
gentleman from Barbados (it 
may have been Bermuda), and 
he narrated his elation at seeing 
a Nigerian warship dock at the 
country's harbors. It was a 
matter of  pride for him to see an 
African country in that light. I 
could only imagine what it 
would have meant if  Nigeria 
actually built and exported such 
warships.

 The other day, I was talking 
to a service representative over 
the phone. At her request, I 
stated my name, and to my 
surprise, she repeated it nearly 
flawless. So, I said to her 
teasingly, you must be a 
Nigerian. To which, she 
responded emphatically, “I 
wish.” It was not at all a 
surprising answer. From all 
i n d i c a t i o n s ,  s h e  i s  a n  
American, and it is improbable 
that she was yearning to trade 
her American citizenship for 
Nigeria's. Still, her response 
wasn't entirely fictitious. 
Nigerians are known here for 
excellence, never mind 419 
fraudsters and Yahoo Boys. 

Despite the failures, many still 
see Nigeria as black Africa's 
flagbearer. They still see 
Nigeria as the one country that 
is most capable of  lifting the 
global black psyche.

 W h e n  r e c e n t l y,  t h e  
President, Major-General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd), 
urged the US to relocate its 
A f r i c a  C o m m a n d  f r o m  
Germany to Africa, quite a few 
critics within and outside 
Nigeria saw it as a letdown. The 
invitation was seen as Buhari's 
implicit acknowledgement that 
Nigeria is incapable of  dealing 
with the Boko Haram and 
ISWAP insurgencies.

Ghanaian newspaper editor 
Kwesi Pratt Jnr, for instance, 
could hardly contain himself. “I 
a m  e m b a r r a s s e d  …  s o  
disgraced by Buhari,” Pratt said 
on Ghanaian TV. “If  Nigeria, a 
giant in Africa … cannot deal 
with Boko Haram and have to 
go and beg to bring soldiers to 
Lagos and Abuja and other 
places to fight Boko Haram, 
then  what  would  o ther  
countries do? What would 
Gambia do?”

 My first realisation of  what 

he other day, my 15-Tyear -o ld  son — a 
scholastic chess award 

winner — drew my attention to 
an even younger Nigerian chess 
phenom in the US. The video 
reminded me to do what I have 
been putting off  for quite some 
time — a column on why the 
Nigeria brand remains priceless 
to many, even as the country 
cascades toward implosion. 
That very fact was another spur 
to write the article now. We just 
don't know how much longer 
the brand name will survive.

 I  recently watched a 
YouTube post of  a Nigerian 
activist pastor bemoaning the 
major forces undermining the 
country. Among other things, 
he said that he loathed carrying 
a passport that is a liability 
when he travels abroad. In the 
same breath, he declared that 
Nigerians are second to none as 
professionals around the world. 
Concurrently then, the pastor 
unwitt ingly extol led the 
Nigeria brand name even as he 
disparaged it.

 In any case, that is the 
paradox of  Nigeria. It is a 
country that simultaneously 
engenders pride and vexation, 
exports top professionals and 
419 fraudsters, tantalises black 
people all over the world with 
its potential yet constantly 
teeters on breakup. To many, it 
remains the giant of  Africa, yet 
it walks on wobbly feet. To 
Nigeria romantics — and I use 
the word in its most positive 
sense — it is the potential that is 
so alluring. It imposes hope 
when there is every reason for 
despair.

 The romantics are firm 
believers in Nigeria's potential 
to be an agricultural and 
indus t r ia l  power  and  a  
technological hub. They believe 
that Nigerians can build an 
economy that rivals that of  
South Korea and Singapore, a 
country where the standard of  
living is so high that it becomes 
a magnet for the African 
diaspora. Above all, it would be 
a country where— to quote the 
first national anthem— “peace 
and justice reigns.”

Typically, when Nigeria's 
failures are bemoaned, it is to 
point out the adverse effects on 
Nigerians. That is certainly the 
p r i m e  c o n c e r n  o f  a n y  
government. But, as already 
implied, there is a grander 
concern: the letting down of  
black people all over the world. 
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he Peoples Democratic Party, the Arewa Consultative Forum, the Pan- Niger Delta Forum and the Yoruba sociopolitical group, Afenifere, Tlast Tuesday took a swipe at the Presidency over an allegation that some leaders were plotting to overthrow the President Muhammadu 
Buhari. The groups cautioned the Presidency against misinterpreting well-intended criticism amid worsening insecurity in the country. 

The Presidency earlier claimed it had evidence to show that some elements were recruiting ethnic groups and politicians with the motive of 
convening conferences where a vote of no confidence would be passed in the President. It said the purpose of the move was to further throw the 
country into turmoil. The presidential spokesman, however, said the present regime would keep the country together, even if some unruly 
feathers would be ruffled in the process. He claimed that some disgruntled religious and past political leaders were behind the plans. The Special 
Adviser to the President on Media and Publicity, Femi Adesina, disclosed this in a statement titled 'Our response to DSS alert, by Presidency.' 
Adesina was giving further insights into a recent claim by the Department of State Services that some people were planning to undermine the 
government and the nation's sovereignty. However, in several damming remarks Pan Niger Delta Forum said the Presidency is chasing shadows, 
the PDP  blasted the Presidency for overheating the polity, PDP, while the Middle Belt forum said the Presidency' statement is an expression of 
guilt. All Ohanaeze Ndigbo could do was distance themselves from the accusation. It appears the Presidency has a fight on many fronts.

he Department of  State Services on Sunday alerted on sinister moves by Tmisguided elements to wreak havoc on the government, sovereignty and 
corporate existence of  the country. Championed by some disgruntled religious 

and past political leaders, the intention is to eventually throw the country into a tailspin, 
which would compel a forceful and undemocratic change of  leadership. “Further 
unimpeachable evidence shows that these disruptive elements are now recruiting the 
leadership of  some ethnic groups and politicians round the country, with the intention 
of  convening some sort of  conference, where a vote of  no confidence would be passed 
on the President, thus throwing the land into further turmoil. “The caterwauling, in 
recent times, by these elements, is to prepare the grounds adequately for their ignoble 
intentions, which are designed to cause further grief  for the country. “The agent 
provocateurs hope to achieve through artifice and sleight of  hands, what they failed to 
do through the ballot box in the 2019 elections. “Nigerians have opted for democratic 
rule, and the only acceptable way to change a democratically elected government is 
through elections, which hold at prescribed times in the country. Any other way is 
patently illegal and even treasonable. Of  course, such would attract the necessary 
consequences. “These discredited individuals and groups are also in cahoots with 
external forces to cause maximum damage in their own country. But the Presidency, 
already vested with mandate and authority by Nigerians till 2023, pledges to keep the 
country together, even if  some unruly feathers would be ruffled in the process.”   “The 
Military High Command wishes to use this opportunity to warn misguided politicians 
who nurse the inordinate ambition to rule this country outside the ballot box to banish 
such thoughts as the military under the current leadership remain resolute in the 
Defence of  Nigeria's Democracy and its growth. “We also wish to remind all military 
personnel that it is treasonable to even contemplate this illegality. The full wrath of  the 
law will be brought to bear on any personnel found to collude with people having such 
agenda. “The current security challenges are not insurmountable. The Armed Forces 
of  Nigeria in partnership with other other security Agencies are working assiduously to 
ameliorate the challenge. Nigeria will know peace again.”

ather than live up to the responsibilities of  office by taking charge and Rsecuring our nation, the Presidency is busy engaging in frivolous allegations 
against Nigerians. “It is however imperative to state that the Buhari 

Presidency and the All Progressives Congress are being haunted by their own 
shadows as Nigerians know the persons as well as the political party with the history 
and penchant to scuttle democratically elected governments. It is rather shocking 
that the Presidency would under the prevailing situation of  disastrous insecurity tag 
religious leaders and past political leaders as 'disgruntled.'  “Perhaps, the Presidency 
has forgotten that in 1983, Brigadier Muhammadu Buhari, as he was then known, 
led a military coup to truncate a democratically elected government thereby causing 
our nation a huge drawback on democratic governance. Also, in 2015, the APC, 
which was hurriedly formulated, made itself  available as a vehicle of  brigandage to 
disrupt our political process by beguiling Nigerians and taking power through 
violence, propaganda and falsehood. “It is not enough to embark on 
scaremongering by issuing statements on such a serious issue. We have yet to recover 
from the violent overthrow of  the Tafawa Balewa-led first Republic by young 
military officers. I do not support any change of  government other than that which 
comes through the ballot box.” “Ohanaeze is not interested in anything coup. 
Ohanaeze is interested that the President should listen to us and address the nation. 
President should reorder his steps. He should root his governance in justice because 
everything has become injustice especially to the Igbo.”  “The criticism is done in 
good faith and if  acted upon will help improve the situation in the country. It is 
wrong to see all critics as disgruntled, religious and past political leaders with dark 
motives. Some of  them mean well for the government and the country.” “It is rather 
shocking that the Presidency would under the prevailing situation of  disastrous 
insecurity tag religious leaders and past political leaders as 'disgruntled.' “We view 
the statement as an expression of  guilt by the Presidency for the deteriorating 
situation of  things in the country including insecurity and its inability to stop it.” 
“Who is interested in passing a vote of  no confidence in Buhari? Who has 
confidence in Buhari before let alone pass any vote of  no confidence in him.”

By Anthony Ogbekile

Alleged Presidential Coup:
Presidency in fight on many fronts

Kola OlogbondiyanKola OlogbondiyanKola OlogbondiyanFemi AdesinaFemi AdesinaFemi Adesina

Every unruly feather would
be ruffled - Presidency

You're haunted by your own
shadows – PDP, Others
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NFA tried sacking Westerhof before '94 World Cup – Oliseh

ormer Super Eagles Fc a p t a i n ,  S u n d a y 
Oliseh has revealed 

that the Nigeria Football 
Federation (then Nigeria 
Football Association) tried 
s a c k i n g  D u t c h  c o a c h 
Clement Westerhof  before 
the 1994 World Cup. 

In his book, Audacity to 
R e f u s e ,  O l i s e h  s a i d 
Westerhof  informed him of  

ayern Munich may Bhave wrapped up a 
r e c o r d - b r e a k i n g 

ninth straight Bundesliga 
t i t le  on Saturday,  but 
s h a r p s h o o t e r  Ro b e r t 
Lewandowski still has one 
more historic target in his 
sights. 

The Polish striker scored 
a hat-trick in Bayern's 6-0 
thrashing of  Bor uss ia 
Moenchengladbach this 
weekend, leaving him just 
one goal short of  Gerd 
Mue l l e r ' s  49 -yea r -o ld 
record of  40 goals in a single 
Bundesliga season. 

Lewandowski, whose 
tally this term stands at 39, 
has two more games to 
equal and break the mark 
set by Bayern and Germany 
legend Mueller back in 
1972. 

“I have to be honest, I 
am astonished. I thought 
Mueller's record would last 
f o r eve r  a n d  n eve r  b e 
broken,” Bayern CEO Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge told 
Sky on Saturday. 

“Robert now has two 
games to equal or even 
surpass it. It's clear that he 
will go down in the history 
of  this club.” 

With 275 goals in 348 
games for Bayern and 
Dortmund,  Lewandowski 
is already the second-most 
s u c c e s s f u l  s t r i k e r  i n 
Bundesliga history after 
Mueller, 

Last season, the Pole's 
34 goals were the fourth-
most  in  a  Bundes l iga 
season, The top three places 
all occupied by Mueller, the 
legendary poacher of  the 
1960s and 1970s. 

N i c k n a m e d  t h e 
“Bomber of  the Nation”, 
Mueller scored 40 goals in 
1971-72, 38 in 1969-70 and 
36 in 1972-73, ending his 
Bundesliga career with 365 
goals in 427 games.

L e w a n d o w s k i  m ay 
never break that record, but 
he  i s  wi thin touching 
distance of  Mueller's 40-
goal mark. 

“Gerd Mueller was my 
idol when I was young, but 
what Gerd Mueller was in 
my youth, Lewandowski is 
today,” said Bayern coach 
Hansi Flick on Saturday. 

“If  he manages the 
record, it will have been 
more than deserved.” 

Flick also warned that 
Lewandowski “will need to 
be careful” as he chases the 
record, as he risks missing 
the last game of  the season 
at home to Augsburg if  he 
picks up a yellow card 
against Freiburg next week. 

Yet teammate Thomas 
Mueller backed his side to 
help Lewandowski over the 
line: “If  he puts away the 
chances we provide for him, 
then it will work out,” said 
the 31-year-old, who has 19 
assists to his name this 
season. 

Lewandowski said he 
was “grateful” for his team 
mates' support on Saturday, 
adding that he was trying to 
keep a cool head as he set 
his sights on Gerd Mueller's 
record.

“It doesn't help to want it 
too much. You need to stay 
cool,” he said. 

this before the team played 
Zambia in the 1994 Africa 
Cup of  Nations final – a 
game they won to lift the 
AFCON for the second time. 

According to Oliseh, the 
Dutch begged him to shake 
off  injury and play in the 
final as the team had no 
replacement for him. 

“Prior to President (Sani) 
Abacha's call, I received a 

su r p r i s ing  r e sponse,  a 
s u m m o n  f r o m  c o a c h 
Westerhoff  to his room. He 
inquired how my knee injury 
was going. Before I could 
give a response he informed 
m e  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  d o 
everything possible to play as 
m y  r o l e  h a d  b e c o m e 
extremely important to our 
success and my absence 
would be disastrous for us as 
h e  h a d  n o  c r e d i b l e 
replacement. 

“He shocked me as he 
informed me that since I had 
become one of  the influential 
players of  the team in a short 
time, he wanted to let me 
know that his position was 
b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d .  H e 

C
rystal Palace coach, 
Roy  Hodgson  i s 
confident of  keeping 

hold of  Eberechi Eze this 
summer.

The attacking midfielder 
has enjoyed a promising first 
season  in  the  Premier 
League following his arrival 
from QPR in August 2020 in 
a deal worth £20m.

On potential  suitors 
trying to prise Eze away 
from Selhurst Park come the 
end of  the season, Hodgson 
said: “It has not really 
occurred to me as we've only 
just signed him. It was quite 
an investment for our club to 
pay 15 (million pounds) and 
then five (million pounds) in 
add-ons – that's quite a big 
investment for us.

“I wasn't contemplating 

that it was an investment that 
would only last one season 
and then he would move 
somewhere else, so I hope 
that is not the case.

“I am pretty sure the club 
will work very, very hard to 
make sure any interest in 
him will be warded off  
because we bought him into 
the football club to play for 
us and to make us better.

“We didn't bring him into 
the club to make some small 
profit on a transfer at the end 
of  the first season.

“It is his first season since 
c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e 
Championship and you 
expect people to need a bit of  
time to get fully adjusted to 
play at this level, and we are 
delighted with him.”

anchester United Mcame from behind 
yet  again  in  the 

Premier League to overcome 
Aston Villa 3-1 at Villa Park and 
make rivals Manchester City 
wait longer for the title to be 
confirmed.

G o a l s  f r o m  B r u n o 
Fernandes, Mason Greenwood 
and Edinson Cavani nullified a 
Bertrand Traore opener as 
United avoided a defeat which 
would have seen the Premier 
League title awarded to their 
noisy neighbours City.

In a well-balanced game 
with chances for both sides, 
United started the brighter, 
testing Emiliano Martinez in 
the home goal with early efforts 
from Luke Shaw, Paul Pogba 
and Marcus Rashford as the 
visitors sought to attack down 
their left flank predominantly.

But after Chelsea's win at the 
Etihad yesterday to rain on 
City's parade, it was one of  their 
former employees, Traore, who 

made the most of  clumsy 
d e f e n d i n g  f r o m  S c o t t 
McTominay  and  Vic tor 
Lindelof  to fire into the top 
corner.

The Red Devils would 
come out  at  the restar t 
galvanised, however, and two 
goals in quick succession, one 
from the penalty spot from the 
t a l i s m a n i c  Fe r n a n d e s , 
another near-post snap shot 
f r o m  y o u n g  s t a r l e t 
Greenwood and a glancing 
header from super-sub Cavani 
was enough to extend their 
unbeaten run not just over 
Villa, but in the Premier 
League.

Villa went down to ten 
men in the dying embers of  
the game, with Ollie Watkins 
booked twice, once for a 
dangerous challenge on Harry 
Maguire, and another for 
diving, which rubbed salt in 
Villa wounds as they missed 
the chance to return to the top 
half  of  the league table.

informed me that the FA 
were trying to sack him 
before the World Cup.

“With hindsight, I believe 
he  needed my backing 
should my opinion be sought 
from above regarding his 
future. This was confusing, 
while it was flattering to see 
how important God had 
made me with the Super 
Eagles in a very short time. I 
was also put in a complicated 
position at the same time,” 
Oliseh said in his book. 

Westerhof  led the Eagles 
to the Round of  16 of  the 
1994 World Cup in the US, 
losing 2-1 to Italy after extra 
time. 

Lewandowski eyes
49-year-old Mueller
record 

We don't plan to
lose Eberechi Eze
- Hodgson 

Man United roar back
to beat Villa, delay
Man City title
celebration

Oliseh

Eze, Hodgson in trainingEze, Hodgson in trainingEze, Hodgson in training

LewandowskiLewandowskiLewandowski
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he UK's Minister Tfor  the  Cabinet 
Off ice,  Michael 

Gove, has said they are in 
t a l k s  t o  m o v e  t h e 

o t t e n h a m  h av e Trelayed a warning to 
new Roma coach 

Jose Mourinho.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 

Mirror, Spurs have told 
former manager Mourinho 
he will not be able to sign 
Eric Dier or Pierre-Emile 
Hojbjerg next season at 
Roma.

Mourinho was sacked by 
Tottenham last month but it 

i l lar real  winger, 

VS a m u e l 
Chukwueze, is a 

doubt for their Europa 
L e a g u e  f i n a l  a g a i n s t 
Manchester United.

The Spanish club have 
confirmed that the Nigeria 
has suffered muscle damage 
in his left leg.

C h u k w u e z e  w a s 
stretchered off  in pain 
during their 0-0 draw at 
Arsenal in the semi-final 
second leg.

A 2-1 win from the first-
leg saw Villarreal advance to 
the final and they will play 
United at the PGE Arena 
Gdansk on May 26.

No date has been set for 
Chukwueze's return to 
action, but a club statement 
read: “Medical tests carried 

took just 15 days for 
the boss to get a new 
job.

It was rumoured 
Dier and Hojbjerg 
were at the top of  his 
l i s t ,  a l o n g s i d e 
Manchester United's 
J u a n  M a t a  a n d 
Nemanja Matic.

But Spurs will not 
consider offers from 
R o m a  f o r  t h e i r 
midfield pair.

out on Samu Chukwueze 
have confirmed muscular 
damage to the quadriceps in 
his left leg, which he picked 
up during the second leg of  
the Uefa Europa League 
semi-final against Arsenal 
FC.

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  “ t h e 
recovery time depends on 
the player's progress.”

aris Saint-Germain are Pprioritising a summer 
deal for Liverpool 

striker, Mohamed Salah.
According to Telefoot, 

Salah is PSG's priority should 
they need to replace Kylian 
Mbappe this summer.

With  Neymar  having 
committed to a new deal, all 
focus is now on Mbappe with 
his contract due to expire in 
2022.

And should the World Cup 
winner choose to leave, then 
PSG will throw everything at 
prising Salah away from 
Anfield this summer.

Encouraging for PSG 

chiefs is Salah's opinion as he 
has  made  i t  c l ea r  he 'd 
welcome a move to Paris.

The Egypt international 
h a s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  a n 
ambition to play in LaLiga, 
but PSG intermediaries have 
been told the prolific forward 
would jump at the chance of  
joining the Parisians.

Chelsea.
U E FA  o r i g i n a l l y 

scheduled the game for the 
Ataturk Olympic Stadium 

Champions League final 
from Turkey to England.

The match will be an 
a l l -Eng l i sh  a f fa i r,  a s 
Manchester City take on 

in Istanbul on May 29.
However, both sets of  fans 

could miss out, as the UK 
government added Turkey to 
the COVID-19 red list for 
travel.

Gove told Sky News on 
S u n d ay :  “ M y  s o n  i s  a 
Chelsea fan and he would 
dearly love to see the game 
played in the UK.

“But there are delicate 
negotiations that are going 
on at the moment.

“My friend, my colleague 
the Culture Secretary Oliver 
Dowden, is talking to people 
about this at the moment and 
so I don't want to cut across 
that.”

Villa Park and Wembley 
have been mooted as possible 
options if  the game is played 
in England.

Onuachu still dreams Arsenal move 
igeria and Genk's 

Ng o a l  m a c h i n e, 
Paul Onuachu, is 

reportedly hoping to end up 
an Arsenal player by the 
end of  the summer.

The 6ft 7in forward has 
been a revelation at the 
Belgian club, smashing 
home an incredible 32 goals 
i n  3 7  g a m e s  i n  a l l 
competitions this season.

According to Voetbal 
Belgie, the 26-year-old is 
eyeing up a move to the 
Emirates and is optimistic 
he could land a dream 
Premier League move by 

the end of  the upcoming 
transfer window.

The report revealed he's 
willing and able to progress 
his career to the next step 
after lighting up the Belgian 
league.

Genk are believed to be 
willing to sell their prized 
asset as it could be the best 
time to cash in.

The Nigerian forward is 
contracted until 2024 and is 
believed to have a market 
v a l u e  o f  a r o u n d 
£15million.

Onuachu told Sporza: “I 
r e a l l y  l i k e  A r s e n a l . 

Emmanuel Adebayor, one 
of  the players I admired 
most, played there.

“I really was a fan of  
him, including Nwankwo 
K a n u .  I  r e a l l y  l o v e 
watching Arsenal too.”

Genk sporting director 
Dimitri De Conde admitted 
the player's scoring has 
been unbelievable and the 
club will struggle to hold 
o n t o  t h e  p r o l i f i c 
marksman.

He said: “I have to be 
honest if  I had been told 
that at the start of  the 
season, I would not have 

believed it.
“ H e  s c o r e s ,  h e 

progresses, he has stability. 
But just thinking about his 
p o s s i b l e  d e p a r t u r e , 
generates stress.

“As a sporting director, I 
want to see him stay. That 
said, it may be the moment 
for him to leave. It is a 
complex issue.

“Everything will depend 
on the market. Maybe we'll 
find a solution with him, an 
offer he'll accept.

“ B u t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a 
possibility for him to stay, I 
will do anything to seize it.”

Champions League final between Man City,
Chelsea to get new venue

Tottenham warn Roma coach, Mourinho on
Dier, Hojbjerg

Chukwueze likely to
miss Europa League
final

PSG prioritising summer
deal for Liverpool star
Salah

OnuachuOnuachuOnuachu

ChukwuezeChukwuezeChukwueze

SalahSalahSalah

MourinhoMourinhoMourinho
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headquarters of  Mbaitoli local 
government.

 The delay in passing that point 
is akin to going through hell fire. 
According  to  Eng.  Danie l 
Nwaike,  a  community and 
political leader from one of  the 
communities around there, 
“passing through that particular 
point was like passing through 
hell fire, sometimes they will 

ife has become more Lpainful and stressful 
since the military 

occupation of  the state at the 
prompting of  the  s ta te 
government as its response to 
the growing insecurity. Road 
users along Orlu road have 
lamented to no end over their 
plight in the hands of  soldiers 
especially those at Ubomiri 
n e a r  N w a o r i e u b i ,  t h e 

n e  o f  t h e  m a n y 

Olamentations that the 
Christian religion did 

to us is to blind our people from 
the reality of  life causing them 
to deny the absolute truths that 
are embedded in our culture. 
Such things have continued to 
raise  the curiosi ty  i f  the 
scriptures are truly the inspired 
word of  God. This question is 
necessary because God can 
never be an author of  confusion 
or liar as adherents of  the 
Christian faith try to portray 
him.

In a later essay we will raise 
the issue of  the authenticity of  
the bible as the true word of  
God and possibly resolve the 
conflict especially for those with 
open minds and not those who 
have shut their minds away from 
truth

One of  the issues that have 
continued to attract controversy 
for which many of  the Christian 
faithful are confused is the 
doctrine of  reincarnation. Often 
we hear them speak on the 
matter trumpeting a popular 
verse in the bible that “it is 
appointed unto man to die once 
after that judgment follows.'' 
That is the biggest lie of  the 
century from the pit of  Oyibo 
hell, wherever it may be.

One unfortunate facts about 
Christian beliefs is that it has 
dulled our brain to think and ask 

Matthew,  Chr is t  a f f i rmed 
saying, Elisha shall truly first 
come---

And somewhere again in the 
scripture he was asked “who did 
sin that he was born blind. Was it 
the sin of  the father or of  the 
child'' that earned him blindness. 
The master responded that it was 
to fulfill the work of  God. 

Proof  of  reincarnation is very 
rich in our tradition. Who has 
ever inquired why we bear such 
traditional names as Nnenna, 
Nnanna in Igbo, Etette, Ekaette 
in Efik culture, Babatunde 
(father come back) in Yoruba. 
That is an assignment if  you are 
one of  those in doubt about 
reincarnation. There are other 
proofs of  reincarnation in our 
land

Somewhere in the scripture 
Jesus asked his followers this, 
“Who do people say that I am”. 
Do you think that if  it is not for 

question because we have been 
so indoctrinated even not to ask 
question simply because it is 
either coming from “my pastor 
or my bible said it”. Scanning 
our environment and sparing a 
little thought or inquiry about 
our culture will reveal the truth 
of  reincarnation.

The  var ious  school  o f  
t h o u g h t s  s u c h  a s  t h e 
R o s i c r u c i a n  O r d e r,  t h e 
Eckankar, the Grail Message, 
the Freemasons, the Krishna 
Consciousness etc popularly 
called the 'secret societies' 
including some religious like 
Buddhism, Islam believe in 
reincarnation and highlighted 
be low are  some o f  the i r 
thoughts on the issue  

The Koran says, ''and you 
were dead, and He brought you 
back to life. And He shall cause 
you to die and bring back to life, 
and in the end shall gather you 
unto Himself.'' In the Islamic 
religion, one of  the sects, the 
Sufis especially does not believe 
that death is a loss because the 
immortal soul continually 
passes  f rom one body to 
another.

There are many passages in 
the bible pointing to the fact that 
Christ himself  and his followers 
recognized reincarnation. At a 
point he was asked about the 
Old Testament prophecy that 
Elisha would come back. In 

who reincarnated him that the 
people do not know that he was 
the son of  a carpenter as the 
scripture noted?

The laws of  Karma and 
reincarnation are so perfectly 
ordered that when each material 
body passes on nature has 
already arranged according to 
the soul's cumulative karma, 
another material body into 
which the departed soul will 
enter and take a new birth.

It is not automatic that a soul 
must take a human form in the 
next reincarnation as some 
think. We may in one earth life 
use the body of  a human being 
and come back as dog, goat or 
other lower species. Either in a 
higher or lower body, the soul 
remains unchanged. The type of  
body a soul assumes in the next 
incarnation is determined by the 
level of  consciousness he has 
acquired in this life time and by 

the laws of  nature as manifested 
in the immutable laws of  Karma. 

The knowing ones tell us that 
the goal of  human life is to 
escape from the endless cycle of  
reincarnation, for one to make 
progress and journey through 
the various routes back to the 
God head from where one 
originated. 

The human form of  life is a 
rare opportunity for anybody 
w h i c h  a  s o u l  g e t s  a f t e r 
journeying through millions of  
species in evolution. The human 
form is a great opportunity to 
escape the sufferings of  material 
existence. People are encouraged 
to use the opportunity to become 
self-realized or else they will 
continue in the cycle of  going 
and coming. This is the reason 
earth life is a school. Those who 
did not do well come back to 
repeat. No one is on earth for the 
first time. 

abandon vehicles for hours 
without any good reasons, even 
when the road is very free for 
motorists'', he lamented in his 
social media handle

He called on the Council 
c h a i r m a n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s 
representing the area in the state 
and national assembly to save the 
p e o p l e  f r o m  f u r t h e r 
inconvenience. It is clear the 

government was never instituted 
to create but to alleviate the 
problems of  the people. How can 
they now be adding to it. 

It is clear that social and 
economic lives of  the people are 
jeopardized. That route is a very 
busy  one  connect ing  Or lu 
another big town and leading to 
Anambra. A relation of  mine 
who attended a burial in the 
village left the ceremony so early 
abandoning his roles because he 
wants to connect Onitsha through 

a
n o t
h e r rout
e  t h a n f o l l o w 
the Nwaorieubi or the usual 
Onitsha road. 

Those who brought the 
soldiers should ask them to tone 
down their actions because an 
injury to one is an injury to all. 
No man is an island unto 
himself. Life is already so 
stressed, we are begging for 
more reliefs than adding to the 
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