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From David Eze,
 Abakaliki

E
bonyi state gov-
ernment has an-
nounced plans to 

recruit 1,000 vigilantes 
to checkmate the menace 
of  herdsmen and other 
security challenges in the 
state.

The Secretary to the 
State Government (SSG), 
Dr. Kenneth Ugbala who 
disclosed this while brief-
ing journalists on the out-
come of  the state Security 
Council Meeting in Ab-
akaliki stated that out of  
the 1,000 vigilantes, 700 
would be in charge of  
the grassroots while 300 
would be deployed to the 
urban centres. 

Insecurity: Ebonyi to recruit 1000
guards, procure 30 Hilux vans for police

He said that the State 
government has already 
concluded arrangement 
for the procurement of  
30 Hilux van that would 
be distributed to security 
agencies while anoth-
er set of  80 Sienna bus 
would be procured for 
members of  the state vig-
ilante groups.

“The council had ex-
tensive discussion on the 
establishment of  vigilan-
te and we want to take 
our security from the 
grassroot the way it has 
always been traditional-
ly. Every community in 
Ebonyi state is to have 
five vigilante and that 
will give us a total of  700 
vigilantes at the 13 local 
government areas of  Eb-

onyi State”.
“They will be respon-

sible outside our normal 
community vigilantes 
that have always been 
our traditional way of  
safeguarding our people 
which the government 
encouraged that all the 
villages and communities 
should set up their own 
vigilante”.

“The state will equally 
set 700 vigilantes across 
the 13 LGAs and anoth-
er 300 at the urban area 
making it a total of  1000 
vigilante members. The 
essence of  it is that all 
the necessary facilities 
that can help them do 
their work better includ-
ing mobility and training 
will be instituted through 

the Ministry of  Internal 
security immediately. 
The vehicles have already 
been purchased by the 
government to make sure 
that they are strategically 
located in all the corners 
in the state so that our 
people are not attacked 
by bandits”. He stated.

On the attacks on po-
lice stations in the state, 
Ugbala said policemen 

had been mandated to 
secure their stations and 
that any station attacked 
would be closed down.

“The reason is that our 
security agencies have 
the primary responsibil-
ities of  protecting not 
only their stations or 
personnel working with 
them but our citizens but 
where they cannot even 

protect themselves, it is a 
big problem because they 
are trained for that and 
government agreed that if  
the agencies allowed their 
facilities to be attacked, 
then Ebonyi government 
will be requesting for 
close down of  such sta-
tion or area command 
while the officers working 
in such places will face 
disciplinary actions”.

Onu assures on completion
of FG’s initiated projects
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

M
inister of  Science 
and Technology, 
Dr. Ogbonnaya 

Onu, has said that any fed-
eral government project an-
nounced and approved must 
be implemented in South 
East.

He stated this when the 
people of  Isuokoma in Eb-
onyi state paid him thank 
you visit in his Uburu home-
town, Ohaozara local gov-
ernment area of  the state.

He urged the people of 
the southeast to continue to 
support the administration 
of  President Muhammadu  
Buhari to continue to fulfill 
the promises he made to 

the zone which he included 
construction of  2nd Niger 
bridge and  rehabilitation of 
Enugu/ Port-Harcourt road.

“And I will like to use this 
opportunity to again appeal 
to the people of  southeast 
Nigeria to continue to sup-
port the administration of 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari, adding that it will 
ensure that all the promises 
he made to the southeast are 
fulfilled.

“If  you go to the second 
Niger Bridge in Onitsha, you 
will be amazed at the level 
of  work that is taking place. 
This is a project that by next 
year it will be completed. 

On his part, President Gen-
eral of  Isaokom Town Un-
ion Isuokoma, Ifeanyi Orji, 

urged Onu to use his office 
to ensure that work com-
mences at the Federal Tech-
nical College of  Education 
site which he said  the peo-
ple were  eagerly waiting for.

He commended the Min-
ister for attracting National 
laboratory Science Institute 
to the state and federal roads 
that cross the institute. He 
requested the employment 
of  Isuokoma graduates.

Chief  Sunday Chukwu, the 
team lead noted that before 
now, there was no federal 
establishment in Isuokoma 
until the minister gave them 
the federal College of  Edu-
cation Technical, National 
Laboratory Science Institute 
and Federal roads.

APC lawmaker faulted 
for criticizing Ikpeazu’s 
performance

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he pre-election ver-
bal clash between 
Senator Orji Uzor 

Kalu and officials of  Abia 
State government may 
have resurfaced at Abia 
State House of  Assembly 
following an alleged state-
ment by the member of  the 
legislature, Hon. Chijioke 
Chukwu faulting complet-
ed projects by the execu-
tive arm.

Chukwu, who represents 
Bende North constituency 
in the House of  Assembly, 
is a member of  All Pro-
gressive Congress (APC) 
and also the Deputy Mi-
nority leader of  the House. 
He was recently reported 
to have described some 
completed projects by the 
PDP-led government as 
substandard in quality, 
alleging further that the 

NOUN chancellor lauds 
technology-driven innovations 
in the institution
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Chancellor of  the 
National Open Uni-
versity of  Nigeria 

(NOUN) Igwe Lawrence 
Agubuzu, has lauded the 
authority of  the University 
over the technology-driven 
innovations and transfor-
mation in the institution.

Igwe Agubuzu made the 
commendation when the 
new Vice Chancellor (VC) 
of  NOUN, Prof. Olufemi 
Peters, visited his palace 
at Ezema Olo Kingdom in 
Ezeagu Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State.

The royal father, who is 
also the Chairman, Tradi-
tional Rulers’ Council of  
Enugu State, said that the 
innovations had placed the 
university in a vintage posi-
tion in both COVID-19 and 
post-COVID-19 era.

Agubuzu, who mobilized 
all his subjects to receive Pe-
ters, assured the new man-
agement of  the university 

of  his fatherly support and 
counsel to enable it to suc-
ceed. “I am very happy that 
you visited and travelled 
from Abuja to meet me and 
my subjects. We are not tak-
ing this sacrifice for granted.

“My heart is gladdened 
that the Federal Govern-
ment appointed somebody 
within the system and who 
has been part of  the trans-
formation in the system for 
some years now as the new 
VC.

“I know you will bring 
your wealth of  experience, 
hard work and lots of  inno-
vations, technological-wise, 
to bear on the institution. 
“The work, which is her-
culean by nature, requires 
somebody with your expe-

rience and understanding 
of  the system and able as-
sistance from your manage-
ment team to thrive,’’ the 
traditional ruler said.

Earlier, Peters thanked the 
royal father for his fatherly 
leadership and counseling 
all these years. He said his 
untiring support had helped 
to keep NOUN on the path 
of  progress and as one of  
the strongest institutions in 
the country. “We will con-
tinue to cherish the indus-
trial peace, harmony and 
academic advice as well as 
your personal inputs and 
contributions that have kept 
NOUN as the best institu-
tion in the country and Af-
rica at large.

State government was be-
ing economic with the 
truth.

But reacting to the law-
maker’s claims, the House 
in a statement by the Dep-
uty Speaker and Chairman 
of  committee on Informa-
tion, Hon. Ifeanyi Uchen-
du urged the member of  
the House against making 
unguarded utterances.

The House noted that 
every legislature had the 
right to criticize the perfor-
mance of  the government 
in power, adding that such 
criticism should not be ap-
proached through cheap 
politics but fair and con-
structively.

According to Uchen-
du, “While the assembly 
welcomes criticism, it be-
lieves that such should be 
fair and constructive.  The 
challenges being harped 
on by Chukwu are not pe-
culiar to Abia.”

Group tasks Enugu govt on
demolition of illegal structures 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

I
rked by the activities of 
some land speculators de-
facing Enugu metropolis, 

the “Daniel Ukwu Leader-
ship Foundation” (DULF), 
a Non Governmental Or-
ganization (NGO) has urged 
the state government to be 
thorough in its resolve to de-
molish illegal structures in 
the city.

The Executive Director of 
DULF, Mr. Daniel Ukwu, 
made the call while speaking 
with newsmen in Enugu on 
Tuesday. Ukwu spoke on the 
sidelines of  the ongoing state 
government efforts to restore 

the “maliciously bartered 
master plan’’ of  the city of 
Enugu.

According to him, there is 
a need to laud Gov. Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi’s administration 
for the political will to tack-
le the decade long bartering 
and distortion of  the coloni-
al masters’ well planned city 
of  Enugu.

He said that even as the 
demolition of  illegal struc-
tures is ongoing; it seems it 
has remained selective and 
skewed to people blocking 
waterways and those putting 
up container-shop structures 
in estates/layouts. “But the 
government will do well to 
demolish all structures in 

places it should never be in 
the first place in the city.

Before now, some people 
have erected massive struc-
tures or placed contain-
er-shops in green verge areas 
meant for public recreation 
and open spaces for fresh 
air”. “Some have built struc-
tures in well known previ-
ously functional or designed 
public parks; which in the 
master plan, no building or 
structure should be there at 
any given time”.

“Today, some powerful 
politicians and others with 
connections to some pow-
erful people in government 
have built road spaces in 
streets and layouts. There is 

no attention to these types of 
development. Our people in 
New Haven area, where we 
have the power station, have 
built under 33KVA pow-
er-lines and even rented the 
same to ignorant and unsus-
pecting Nigerians”.

“You can imagine how dev-
astating 33KVA and 11KVA 
power-lines incidents could 
be; it is better imagined than 
seen,’’ he said.

Ukwu urged the govern-
ment to engage members 
of  the civil society organi-
zations to ensure that ``no 
stone is left unturned’’ in its 
resolve to restore the original 
master plan of  the city of 
Enugu.
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
armers in parts of  
Abia State have 
bemoaned the con-

tinued dry season being 
experienced in the State, 
which has disrupted their 
planting calculations.

A visit by News Echo 
to some of  the farmers 
in the State showed that 
many of  them are in a fix 
following the situation.

They complained that 
the last week of  March 
and first week of  April 
used to be the first peri-
od of  rain fall in the past 
which enabled farmers to 
plant their preserved and 
purchased grains.

Unfortunately, there has 
been only three rain fall 
in Umuahia, five times 
in Ngwa, six in Ukwa, 
three in Ohafia, three in 
Ikwuano, three in Umun-
neochi this year, thereby 
throwing the farmers off  
balance in their farming 
projections for the year.

Speaking to News Echo 
on the issue, a major 
farmer in Onyinyang-
myang, Bende LGA, Mrs 
Ngozi Atuegwu lament-
ed that she was deceived 
by the first and second 
rain falls in the third week 
of  March, which accord-
ing to her, made her to 
plant her crops, in belief  
that the rainy season was 
around the corner. Un-
fortunately, “the crops 

Abia farmers worry about
changes in rainfall pattern

have all died after germi-
nating. I planted maize, 
melon, cucumber, local 
beans (aziama), yam 
and I cast some cassava 
stems; this is not includ-
ing the manual labour-
ers I hired to do the job, 
now my efforts are gone 
just like that because the 
heat of  the soil has killed 
almost all of  the crops.” 

Also contributing, a 
rice farmer at Okwuta, 
Umuahia North, Mr. 
Michael Ogbonnaya, 
blamed the development 
on global warming, add-
ing that the development 
could cause food scarcity 
in 2021 and even 2022.

Ogbonnaya specifically 
blamed unwholesome en-
vironmental activities of  
companies like oil firms, 
construction companies 
and other big companies 
in Nigeria for the change 
in weather conditions.

However, some vegeta-
ble farmers who spoke 
to News Echo at Ahia 
Umuosu, Isiala Ngwa 
North LGA of  the State 
said they had resorted to 
local irrigation system to 
the survival of  their crops 
like pumpkin, maize, wa-
ter leaves among others.

One of  the farmers, 
madam Ugonna  Ekpe, 
however, complained 
that it was expensive 
and stressful to use the 
local irrigation system, 
adding that profits made 
from the crops usually 

get wiped out. She called 
on Abia State govern-
ment to assist the farmers 
through grants, to ena-
ble them remain in agric 
business.

When News Echo cor-
respondent visited the 
Abia State Ministry of  
Agriculture at Library 
Avenue, Umuahia, the 
Director of  Agricul-
ture services, Professor 
Alozie Anyim was said 

to have retired recently 
from civil service.

Also his successor in 
office, Mrs. Thelma 
Onyemaechi was not 
on seat to react to the 
farmers’ complaint but 
a staff  who spoke under 
anonymity said the Min-
istry was aware of  the 
challenges of  the farmers 
this farming season, as 
regards unfriendly rain 
pattern.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
o ensure that the 
necessary skills are 
acquired to grow 

the small scale businesses, 
about 100 persons have 
been trained in Anambra 
state.

The state chairman of  
Association of  Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(NASME), Theophilus 

100 cooperative
societies train on 
business growth

Nnolim who stated this 
on Wednesday during the 
training encouraged the 
cooperative societies who 
partook in the training 
to arm themselves with 
knowledge and skills in 
order to grow their enter-
prises beyond sole propri-
etorship.

He noted that the as-
sociation was ready to 
train, retrain, direct and 
assist cooperative socie-
ties to not only survive 
the challenges posed by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
but to become the highest 
employers of  labour and 
food suppliers.

The event was attended 
by cooperative societies 
across 21 council areas in-
cluding food processors, 
fish farmers, crop pro-
ducers, gari processors, as 
well as attracted commer-
cial banks, Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN), and 
state Ministry of  Agricul-
ture.

In his comment, the ad-
ministrative secretary of  
NASME, Mr. Amos Eje-
si, stated that the seminar 
which was necessitated 
by the fact that the rainy 
season is by the corner 
urged cooperative socie-
ties to avail themselves of  
the various opportunities 
provided by the state and 
federal government.

The new Commissioner for Science and Technology, Prof. B.G. Nworgu �anked by the mem-
bers of Imo College of Advanced Professional Studies (ICAPS) when he visited the staff.

CSOs are part of 
development - NDDC
From Chukwudi Chidiebere,
 Port Harcourt 

T
he Niger Delta De-
velopment Com-
mission (NDDC) 

has said that the Civil 
Society Organizations 
(CSOs) are partners in 
progress in any develop-
ment.

The NDDC Interim Ad-
ministrator, Mr. Efiong 
Akwa, made this known 
during a one-day stake-
holder’s engagement with 
CSOs. He noted that the 
Commission would con-
tinue to engage critical 
stakeholders in the devel-
opment of  Nigeria’s oil-
rich region.

He stressed that the en-
gagement is not just a talk 
shop but an open space 

for deep discussions and 
debates involving a broad 
spectrum of  how the 
NDDC can be supported 
to manage the resources 
of  the region more effi-
ciently and also deliver its 
mandate in a manner that 
puts smiles on the faces of 
the people.

Akwa thanked the civil 
society groups for their 
productive advocacy in 
the past and implored 
them to join hands with 
NDDC to do more. He 
observed: “We are in-
spired by your role in con-
ceptualizing and inter-
nationalizing the severe 
pains of  poverty and un-
derdevelopment in the re-
gion and in defining cred-
ible steps on how we can 
break the glass ceiling.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Awka Diocese, 
Most Reverend Pau-

linus Ezeokafor, during his 
annual get-together with 
the poor, distributed food 
items to 300 less privileged 
residence in Anambra state.

The food items includ-
ed; yam, beans, garri, 
fruits, rice, plates, clothes 
and noodles, among other 
items, as well as transport 
fare to their various homes.

Speaking to Journalists 
shortly after the distribu-
tion that took place at St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Cathe-
dral, Awka, Bishop Ezeo-
kafor, said it was a monthly 
routine in the Diocese but 
that this particular edition 
termed, “Easter celebration 
with the poor”, was geared 
towards enabling the sick 
and the poor from across 
religious and cultural back-
grounds to celebrate the 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ 
like their counterparts.

Bishop doles out relief materials 
to 300 less privileged in Anambra

The distribution has noth-
ing to do with ethnic, tribal 
and religion affiliations. We 
are giving out the items to 
fulani, Yorubas, Igbos and 
Hausas, mostly windows, 
widowers and orphans that 
have nothing to celebrate 
with during the Easter cel-
ebration and to ease them 
of  the COVID-19 hardship.

Ezeokafor called on the 

Federal government to re-
duce cost of  governance 
and initiate robust welfare 
packages for indigent peo-
ple in society. He also called 
on well-to-do individuals in 
the country to always care 
for the sick, homeless, disa-
bled and displaced persons 
living around them.

Responding on behalf  of  
the indigent people, Mrs. 

Uche Okoye from Enu-
gu-Ukwu community in 
Njikoka local government 
area of  the state, while 
thanking Bishop Ezeokafor 
for his continuous support 
to them, described him as 
a true man of  God with a 
human face and prayed for 
God’s ‘unimaginable bless-
ings’ upon him as well as 
giving him longevity.

Cult war claims 3 in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
n what is now seen as 
an unending cult war, 
at least three men were 

gunned down on Wednes-
day afternoon across differ-
ent locations in Awka, the 
Anambra state capital city.

According to report, one 
was killed at Umubelle vil-
lage in Awka, while the 
other two were shut down 
opposite headquarters of  a 
popular Pentecostal church 
at Unizik temporary site, 
Okpuno, both in Awka 

South local government 
area. 

News Echo gathered that 
the attackers suspected to 
be cultists drove in with 
tricycles where some peo-
ple were discussing in front 
of  a shop and immediately 
opened fire while killing 
two yet to be identified 
young men.

Confirming, the Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), Anambra state 
Command, DSP Tochuk-
wu Ikenga, said the attack 
happened within the Un-
izik temporary site and was 

carried out by a suspected 
rival cult group while two 
men has been arrested in 
connection with the death, 
adding that two was arrest-
ed in connection to the kill-
ings.

“It is an incident that in-
volved a suspected attack by 
a rival cult group. The vic-
tims were rushed to the hos-
pital and confirmed dead by 
a medical doctor on arrival.

“The Anambra Police 
Command Operatives have 
arrested two suspects, in 
connection with a case of  
cultism.”
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ome say that Nigeria is 

Ssitting on a keg of gun 
powder waiting to explode 

while yet others see its present 
position as irredeemable. The 
country is currently undergoing 
serious stress in virtually every 
area of life which has seriously 
challenged its survival. With 
each passing day there is always a 
tale of woes

Nigeria belongs to the group 
of countries classed as under 
deve loped.  Many  o f  the  
countries it had enjoyed this 
same status in the sixties have left 
the zone and rubbing shoulders 
with the so called developed 
countries. We are still very much 
dependent on other nations even 
for such basic needs as food.

Aside  f rom lacking  in  
technological resources what has 
been identified to be the 
country's greatest challenge is 
the matter of leadership which it 
has continued to grapple since it 
secured flag independence. The 
truth in the fact can be glimpsed 
from the reality that  no 
administration has fared better 
than the one it succeeded.

Nigeria is well endowed with 
both human and material 
resources in great abundance. 
There is no doubt that it remains 
the envy of most nations because 
of its natural endowments. What 
is grossly lacking is the ability of 
those who manage its affairs to 
harness these resources to 
optimize its value. This appears 
i t s  g r e a t e s t  u n d o i n g  o r  
shortcoming.

Corrupt practices of  the 
l e a d e r s  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  
independence have ganged up to 
mess up the country. It has 
solidified into a hydra headed 
monster that cannot be done 
away with. Corruption has 
become our culture, our identity. 
Virtually every one is living it but 

mouthing against it. 
Through corrupt practices our 

common wealth is colonized by a 
f e w ,  t h e  m a s s e s  a r e  
impoverished, poverty is shared 
and through a system of subtle 
class protection the perpetrators 
go scot free. It is on record that 
no corruption fight has ever 
whittled down corruption no 
matter how hard we claim to 
fight it.

Our leaders are people who 
claim membership of religious 
groups but their conduct does not 
show that they practice the 
injunctions of their faith. The 
Christian religion states that the 
greatest among you shall be the 
servant of all. Unfortunately this 
is not the case because the 
Nigerian leaders are only 
mindful of themselves.

They are found driving their 
posh cars, living in state of the 
art houses, tastefully furnished 
apartments, globetrotting, etc; 
all at the expense of the poor they 
are supposed to be leading. 
Patriotism is a strange word in 
the country for patriots are few 
to come by especially in this era.

News Echo wishes to remind 
our leaders that primitive 
accumulation of wealth which 
denies others what they are 
entitled to is inimical to natural 
just ice,  equi ty  and good 
conscience. It is necessary to 
remind us that no one takes away 
anything from planet earth 
whenever death calls. People are 
usually remembered for what 
they have been able to contribute 
to advance the cause of others 
than  by  what  they  have  
accumulated against others.

We enjoin all therefore 
especially political office holders 
to aspire towards improving the 
lives of others.  They will one 
day give account of how they 
managed affairs of others or 
resources entrusted in their care. 
The law of life is adamantine.

Friday, April 9, 2021

Challenge of leadership
and Nigeria on the brink
of collapse
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Discourse

By Sheriffdeen Tella

T
he Nigerian economy 
is bleeding and in need 
of  blood. Unfortunate-
ly, that is the language 

that the government does not 
want to hear, not when the gov-
ernment was just rejoicing that 
the country had exited reces-
sion! This is happening for the 
wrong reasons and policy out-
comes being inadvertently mis-
interpreted by the government. 
Truth has a way of  showing 
up in the midst of  suppression. 
There was a news report recent-
ly, that the country’s industrial 
sector experienced a serious 
decline, inflation continues to 
climb and the major driver of 
the inflation is in the food sec-
tor. 

This is because, partly and 
naturally, the weather has not 
been favourable but avoidably, 
the herdsmen, with the con-
nivance of  those who should 
protect famers, have taken over 
farms using their cows to de-
stroy crops and their guns to 
kill farmers and/or instill fear in 
those farmers who want to pro-
duce food for the populace and 
raw materials for our industries. 
Insecurity that we thought we 
voted out in 2015 is now an aid-
ed monster. 

Unemployment continues to 
rise because the industries are 
shrinking rather than expanding 
because of  rising cost of  produc-
tion from naira massive depre-
ciation, high energy or fuel and 
electricity rates to high interest 
rates on borrowing. Workers 
are not being paid wages regu-
larly or paid well and govern-
ment is also taxing heavily the 
little they are paid through high 
cost of  living engineered by fuel 
price hike which affect food 
and transport cost. This invari-
ably lowers consumption which 
should by itself  encourage pro-
duction and by extension gener-
ate employment. 

The Central Bank of  Nigeria 
just introduced a “naira for dol-
lar” policy to encourage remit-
tances inflow from Nigerians in 
the Diaspora. This was in spite 
of  the rising volume and price 
of  oil and expected improve-
ment in external reserve. The 
policy could also serve as an 
encouraging signal for poten-
tial ‘Andrews” to move abroad 
with continuous loss of  skilled 
manpower needed to engineer 
growth in the Nigerian econo-
my.  

The same Nigerian graduates 
being condemned as of  low 
quality are being lured by de-
veloped countries to serve their 
hospitals and industries. When 
we should do all we can to fund 
education for quality products 
and continuously create jobs 
with quality labour, equipment 
and conducive environment, 

Nigerian economy in reverse gear
including commensurate wag-
es to retain our manpower, the 
government feels movement of 
skilled labour abroad is part of 
its exports. An unfortunate ma-
laise! 

Even the education sector that 
is supposed to be strengthened 
to produce the needed human 
capital is under siege by the 
Federal Government. Research 
results have shown that it is not 
just education, but education 
with skill development focus 
is the difference between and 
among categories of  economies 
as tagged – developed, emerg-
ing and developing economies. 
This implies that education at 
the tertiary level is the most de-
sirable. A serious government 
cannot afford to allow its edu-
cation at any level to stop for a 
day or a week. We are all aware 
of  how long the public univer-
sities closed down before the 
issues were partially resolved. 
Even now, there are still threats, 
indicating that important issues 
are still outstanding. What I am 
aware of  is that salaries of  a 
large proportion of  the lecturers 
that participated in the strike are 
being still being withheld while 
some are paid haphazardly. The 
category of  labour involved is 
those that can easily vote with 
their feet as happened in the 
1980s. 

The trend in the Nigerian capi-
tal market has remained bearish 
for a large part of  this year such 
that any slight bullish event is 
celebrated like winning a jack-
pot. It implies first, that less in-
vestment is taking place in the 
market vis-à-vis profit taking, 
and secondly, businesses are not 
expanding. How can there be a 
fall in unemployment? The gov-
ernment believes that “we have 
to borrow our way out of  reces-
sion” and has borrowed beyond 
limit but now spending about 20 
per cent of  the annual budget to 
service such debt. 

When someone loses job as we 
lost market when COVID-19 
was at its height, I think the first 
thing is to cut down expenses 
and look for another job rather 
than rush to friends for loans 
to survive at the same level of 
consumption. The Nigerian 
economic managers think differ-
ently and probably are wiser! As 
we are earning more money in 
the oil market, we are using the 
same money to service and pay 
off  debts. We warned the gov-
ernment but what do we know 
about economics and political 
economy of  debt? 

In addition to the above prob-
lems, corruption continues in an 
upward trend. At least, five days 
in a week of  seven days, there 
must be reports in the news, of 
fraud, loss of  budget-approved 
and released funds in transit, 
mismanagement of  funds and 
outright stealing with impunity. 

Free fall in exchange rate result-
ing from importation of  raw 
materials and finished products; 
speculative attacks on the naira 
in foreign exchange market and 
movement of  illicit or looters 
funds abroad in foreign curren-
cies and payment of  school fees 
abroad also in foreign curren-
cies, largely by the politicians.

The first generation of  pol-
iticians studied abroad but, 
as nationalists, came back to 
establish standard and well-
equipped schools at home. The 
latter-day politicians studied at 
home in those standard schools 
but destroyed them and send 
their children to study abroad 
and stay there to maintain their 
parents’ estates abroad and pre-
pare the ground for their escape 
when they finish with Nigeria. 
Nationalism is not in their dic-
tionary.  If  any of  the children 
shows interest in politics, they 
ferry them to Nigeria to occupy 
a position of  authority and what 
happens there from is a good 
guess. 

The Economic Commission 
for Africa produced a long-term 
continent-wide Development 
Plan tagged ‘Agenda 2063’ to 
encourage individual African 
countries to take a queue. Many 
economists from Nigeria were 
part of  the experts that pro-
duced the Plan, yet, the same 
Nigerians cannot produce Na-
tional Plan for the country. Af-
ter many years of  asking for a 

national Plan, the government 
eventually succumbed. But the 
government prefers foreigners 
who have no knowledge of  our 
economy to supervise or direct 
Nigerians on what to do. The 
Nigerian experts seem to have 
rejected that arrangement and 
the long-term Plan which start-
ed sometime last year, has since 
remained on the drawing board. 

The government in the mean-
time has returned to a medi-
um-term Plan to meet borrow-
ing requirements. All those 
emerging economies have long 
term Plan of  a minimum of  25 
years duration because a coun-
try that fails to plan plans to fail.  
More importantly, a country 
with the level of  Nigeria’s hu-
man capital can produce a na-
tional Plan without assistance 
from outsiders. Our government 
is already looking towards fur-
ther borrowing from abroad and 
would want those countries in-
volved in the Plan so that they 
can support their borrowing 
plans. 

 Nigeria cannot continue to 
drift backward. The people have 
to speak up for the government 
to wake up. There is the need 
to turn around for good. Gov-
ernment has to be decisive in 
stopping herdsmen and bandit 
attacks on agriculture and farm-
ers so that the coming rains can 
give us hope of  good harvest at 
the end. There must be inter-
vention in industrial production 

through subsidy on energy by 
reducing electricity and diesel 
price for industries, Also, intro-
duction of  tax relief  or holiday 
for industries that can almost 
double their current production 
within the next one year; as in-
creased production will lead to 
fall in unit cost of  production 
and sales prices with increased 
employment as by-product. 

The importation of  fuel must 
stop and so is payment of  sub-
sidy, which I believe does not 
exist. If  the NNPC is not pro-
ducing oil, why maintain and 
pay large labour force? I have 
a hunch that the refineries are 
producing and the fuel is the so-
called imported fuel. Given the 
congestion at the ports and in 
the high seas, how did fuel laden 
ships by-pass the queue on the 
sea and deliver fuel regularly for 
our daily consumption?

Over $1bn has just been ap-
proved for another year’s main-
tenance or turnaround of  a’ 
non-working’ refinery. Does 
anyone engage in regular servic-
ing of  a stationary vehicle? How 
much does it cost to build a new 
refinery? It’s time for another 
money laundering. There is the 
need for some transparency and 
investigation to happenings in 
the oil sub-sector. 

It is high time we stopped ex-
ternal borrowing and looked 
inward for wealth creation. The 
current level of  external debt has 
put the present and future gen-
erations into growing poverty, 
given the proportion of  our rev-
enue going into debt servicing. 
In fact, the government should 
hold meetings with our creditors 
to negotiate moratorium of  five 
years minimum on our loans 
citing the problems caused by 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
resultant world economic prob-
lems.

 It happened before by debtors 
of  the Third World. Also, there 
should be some restriction in 
currency movement across bor-
ders. The free capital mobility 
regulation has to be adjusted or 
controlled and this can be re-
laxed when the economy picks 
up. In the Asian financial crisis 
of  the late 1990s, the country 
that regulated the free flow of 
its capital was the first to survive 
the crisis before others learnt 
their lessons. 

If  the government continues 
to run the economy with the 
present level of  arrogance, it 
will be difficult to halt the cur-
rent economic slide. In the One-
Day Seminar of  the Nigerian 
Economic Society in 2020, the 
country was warned the weight 
of  the external debts would 
kill the economy; the IMF and 
World Bank surprisingly also 
warned. Now, combinations of 
debt and corruption have put 
the Nigerian economy in a re-
verse gear.

Emefiele, CBN governor
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Security

By Niran Adedokun

G
radually but steadily, 
Nigeria is descend-
ing into darkness and 
those at the helms of 

affairs are playing games. On 
Tuesday, Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma of  Imo State literally ad-
vised operatives of  the Nigeria 
Police to open fire on those who 
attack them. “If  you can’t attack 
them, you can at least use your 
rifles to defend yourselves, “he 
said when he visited the Nige-
ria Correctional Service and the 
state Police Command, which 
were attacked by gunmen ear-
lier that day. Uzodimma proba-
bly still thinks this is a joke. 

Should policemen fold their 
arms when their lives are at 
risk? I am not suggesting that 
but it’s something you do not 
need to tell them. Using the 
rifle in self-defence is a funda-
mental rule of  engagement for 
anyone who serves in such a ca-
pacity. As a matter of  fact, the 
concept of  self-defence is innate 
for everyone who has got life in 
him. 

If  your life is threatened, your 
first instinct is to defend your-
self  with whatever you have 
even if  it’s your teeth!  So, you 
don’t need to tell policemen to 
employ their rifles in self- de-
fence, and if  anyone would, it 
should not be the governor of 
a state, who was elected to see 
to the welfare and wellbeing of 
citizens. Truly, Monday’s un-
fortunate incident is an attack 
on the country, but that’s the 
same reason leaders should re-
flect on how we got to this junc-
ture where the rain is beating us 
ceaselessly. 

Concerning the governor’s 
comment, there are three imme-
diate reasons one feels they were 

flippant and not well-thought-
out. The first is that, given what 
we know of  policemen, the state-
ment can encourage a flood of 
brutality that might lead to extra-
judicial killings and worsen the 
already tensed atmosphere in the 
country. 

Second reason is that if  push 
comes to shove, does the Imo 
State Police Command and by 
extension, the police have the 
strength and equipment to take 
on the multitude of  troublemak-
ers that we are currently reading 
about? Third, do we even know 
how many of  the men in the 
security forces sympathize with 
the growing number of  bandits 
and dissidents in the country? I 
mean, the rain that beat the un-
employed youth or the citizen 
who feels marginalized is the 
same that beats the policeman 
and the soldier.

 Too many Nigerians, includ-
ing policemen are discontented 
with the country and could con-
nive to wreak havoc. The scale 
of  Monday’s attacks suggests 
that the perpetrators were nei-
ther novices nor jokers. That they 
could mount this type of  opera-
tion for as long as they did, in an 
otherwise fortified environment, 
is something the governor should 
have pondered before making 
statements. 

Unfortunately, without mean-
ing any disrespect, little or no 
rigorous thinking goes on in lead-
ership these days. This reflects 
in every aspect of  governance 
and brings nostalgia of  the years 
when political activities were 
substantially built on intellectual 
and philosophical foundations. 
They remind of  legendary state-
ments like; “I have never regard-
ed myself  as having a monopoly 
of  wisdom. 

The trouble is that when most 

people in public life and in the 
position of  leadership and rul-
ership are spending whole days 
and nights carousing in clubs or 
in the company of  men of  shady 
character and women of  easy 
virtue, I, like a few others, am 
always busy at my post working 
hard at the country’s problems 
and trying to find solutions to 
them,” offered by the late politi-
cian and thinker, Chief  Obafemi 
Awolowo.  It was the same 
Awolowo who wrote in his book, 
My march through prison (1985) 
as follows: “I will more than ever 
before, subject myself  to severe 
self-discipline. Only men who are 
masters of  themselves become 
easily master of  others.

 Therefore, my thoughts, my 
tongue and my actions shall be 
brought under strict control, al-
ways.”But such sentiment is his-
tory. Most politicians are now 
consumed with and drunk on 
power. They are ruled by their 
tongues, so they speak without 
the contemplation that you ex-
pect of  people in authority. 

The Yoruba people say that if  a 
youngster stumbles and falls, he 
looks forward but when an elder 
does, he looks backwards to pon-
der what may have made him trip 
and devise ways to forestall such 
vulnerability in future. Anyone 
who finds oneself  in the position 
of  leadership occupies the same 
position of  privilege and should 
be more introspective. But most 
of  our leaders only understand 
the cohesive use of  power! 

In dealing with that unprece-
dented attack for instance, did 
Uzodimma find himself  rumi-
nating over where this was com-
ing from? About five weeks ago, 
Uzodimma said the following in 
the aftermath of  a crisis in Orlu: 
“We discovered that there was a 
camp which IPOB established at 

Umutanze, Orlu and we sent po-
lice to dislodge them. But, it hap-
pened that they attacked the po-
licemen and killed two of  them. 
It was after they killed those po-
licemen that government had to 
bring in the military…” 

So, three questions: when he 
sent the military to flush out 
members of  the proscribed In-
digenous People of  Biafra, did he 
imagine that it would be the end 
of  the operations of  this group? 
Secondly, has he sat down to 
consider whether there is a con-
nection between that military 
action and Monday’s attack on 
the correctional facility. Thirdly, 
whether he sees a nexus or not, 
does he truly imagine that con-
tinuous military action would by 
itself, solve this problem? Indeed, 
this is very doubtful. 

Sadly, he is not alone in this 
misconceived opinion that force 
is the only way to get Nigeria out 
of  the palpable discontent across 
the country. At the time Nigeria 
proscribed and turned guns on 
members of  the Islamic Move-
ment of  Nigeria and IPOB in 
2015 and 2017 respectively, we 
did not have the level of  bandit-
ry, murder, arson and kidnapping 
for ransom now prevalent in the 
North-West, nor the violence 
that is stealing at the heart of  the 
South-East. 

Not just that, we only had vi-
olence-free agitations for true 
federalism in the South-West and 
the South-South. But what do we 
have now? Threats of  violent se-
cession spearheaded by self-pro-
claimed war lords like Sunday 
Igboho and Asari Dokubo? If 
military action hasn’t taken us 
so far all these years, why do we 
think force and threats of  force 
will make things better now? 
Don’t we see that the more the 
country tried to repress these ag-

itations, the more they got driven 
underground and now, here we 
are! 

In We kill militant but in vain, 
an intervention on one of  gov-
ernment’s numerous military ac-
tions, published in this column on 
August 4, 2016, I wrote: “…The 
point is that unless we deal with 
the situation that breeds these 
young deviants, military actions 
would never solve the problem in 
a sustainable way. For instance, 
reports on Wednesday indicated 
that some of  those who got out 
of  the military onslaughts alive 
have started regrouping in Ondo 
State. We are merely treating the 
symptoms with these military ac-
tions…” We still don’t get it! 

Does that then mean that the 
military and police should go to 
sleep? Absolutely not, but while 
we employ military actions in a 
just and equitable manner, we 
must deal with several other is-
sues pari-passu. 

So, what are the issues? First 
is to ensure that justice and fair-
ness such that every Nigerian 
has a sense of  citizenship. Next, 
government should engage with 
respected leaders across the 
country for a first-hand gauge of 
people’s feelings. Then, we must 
confront the challenge of  perva-
sive poverty and provide oppor-
tunities for as many young Nige-
rians as possible to get out of  the 
unemployment market. 

There are low hanging fruits in 
agriculture, entertainment and 
sports where we can quickly en-
gage the minds of  people and 
take them off  the reach of  evil. 
And for the umpteenth time, we 
must reconsider the education of 
every Nigerian child. Nigeria is 
currently in an emergency room 
and urgent wisdom, transcend-
ing giving fire for fire is expedi-
ent.

Buhari

Pulling Nigeria from the dark precipice

Uzodimma
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ow, le t ' s  look at 

Ntrendy men Ankara 
styles: 

Ankara shirt with black 
pocket Native wears 

If  you don't want to go all 
Ankara or all black, then here 
is a unique design just for you. 
You can pair this shirt with 
some cool pair of  jeans, a 
black trouser, or even a short. 
Just make sure that whatever 
you choose does not take the 
attention away from the 
beauty of  this fashionable 
shirt. 

B l a c k  t - s h i r t  w i t h 
Ankara pocket native wears 

This one is basically the 
opposite of  the one above it, 
but it is no less amazing, don't 
you think?  

Simple t-shirt with a 
small detail 

This brown t-shirt is quite 
simple, but the small Ankara 
details really set it apart. 

Colourful shirt 
Add a pop of  colour to 

your outfit by wearing this 
colourful shir t  that will 
definitely turn heads. 

Collared shirt with pretty 

design 
You could also go for this 

rather unique design, where 
the Ankara is only on the front 
of  the shirt, and the rest of  the 
shirt is made of  plain coloured 
cloth. This beautifully styles 
shirt can be paired with a pair 
of  shorts, jeans, or even 
khakis. The possibilities are 
endless. 

Yellow-blue shirt 
Yet another one for those 

who love colour. You cannot 
go wrong with such a timeless 
piece. But, you need to be 
careful when wearing such a 
shirt, as it is so easy to pair it 
with the wrong thing. As 
s u c h ,  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
jeans/pants/shorts are plain 
and not patterned or checked, 
as this will ruin the entire 
l o o k .  G o  f o r  p l a i n 
shorts/pants/jeans to ensure 
that the shirt gets all the 
attention. 

Ankara snood 
This one is an accessory, 

but it definitely deserves a spot 
on our list. This one is ideal 
for those cold days when you 
want to be both warm and 
fashionable. 

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
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Latest Ankara styles for men part 2
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he Nigerian film industry Tis full of  talented people 
who have continued to 

serve major entertainment for 
movie lovers and some of  these 
stars have interesting family 
backgrounds. It is no news that 
Nollywood is home to a lot of  
thespians from different parts of  
the country. However, the door 
has never been shut to biracial 
talents and some of  these stars 
are unarguably fan favourites. 

Caroline Uduak Abasi 
Ekanem 

Born to a Scottish father and 
a Nigerian mother in Maiduguri, 
the actress spent the better part 
of  her life in Nigeria, obtaining a 
d e g r e e  i n  e nv i r o n m e n t a l 
p r o t e c t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t , 
g e o g r a p h y  a n d  r e g i o n a l 
planning at the University of  
Calabar. Chico Ejiro, through 
Rita Dominic,  introduced 
Danjuma to the Nigerian film 
industry in the 2004 film Deadly 
Care. 

Adunni Ade
The gorgeous and talented 

actress was born in Queens, New 
York, United States to a German 
American mother and a Yoruba 

Nigerian father. However, the 
ivory beauty grew up in Nigeria 
and the  Uni ted  Sta tes  o f  
A m e r i c a  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

Venita Akpofure 
Venita was born in England 

to a mixed-race father and a 
Nigerian mum. She was raised in 
Edo state, Nigeria and had her 
primary education at the Our 
Lady of  Apostles in Benin City, 
before returning to the United 
Kingdom. Although she was 
earlier known for her role in AY's 
Crib, Venita shot into limelight 
after participating in the 2019 
B i g  B r o t h e r  N a i j a  s h ow. 

Eku Edewor 
Full name Georgina Chloe 

Eku Edewor -Thor ley,  the 
beautiful actress was born at 
Portland Hospital in London, 
along with her twin sister 
Kesiana to a Nigerian mum, 
Juliana Edewor, and a British 
father, Hugh Thorley. Although 
she is into movies now, she is best 
known for her work as host of  
the entertainment television 
p r o g r a m  5 3  E x t r a . 

Shan George 
An indigene of  Cross River 

state, the talented actress and 

f i lmmaker  was  bor n  to  a 
Nigerian mum and a British dad. 
Prior to debuting in the movie 
Thor ns  o f  Rose,  she  had 
previously featured in a 1997 
soap opera titled Winds of  
Destiny.

Ibinabo Fiberesima 
Born to a Nigerian father 

and an Irish mother, Ibinabo 
made her debut as a film actress 
in the movie, Most Wanted, and 
has since gone on to star in 
s e v e r a l  N i g e r i a n  f i l m s . 

Sophie Alakija 
The beautiful actress was 

born on February 8, 1985, into a 
family of  Nigerian and Lebanese 
descent. Best known as the video 
girl for Wizkid's 'Holla at Your 
Boy', Sophie has starred in 
several Nollywood movies. 

T h e s e  a c t r e s s e s  h av e 
excelled in their careers as film 
stars and fans have grown to love 
watching them on screen. 
Meanwhile, beauty comes in all 
shapes, forms, sizes and skin 
tones. Even though the tenets of  
socie ty  as  regards  beauty 
standards continue to put 
women under pressure to look a 
certain way, there are those who 
have remained unapologetic 
about their looks. 

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
Some Nollywood actresses of biracial descent 

Caroline Uduak Abasi Ekanem 

Adunni AdeAdunni AdeAdunni Ade

Venita Akpofure Eku Edewor Eku Edewor Eku Edewor 

Shan George Shan George Shan George 

Sophie Alakija 

Ibinabo Fiberesima Ibinabo Fiberesima Ibinabo Fiberesima 
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Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

ejection is a given in Rany relationship. 
There is nothing 

absolutely abnormal about 
it. However, accepting it and 
remaining in that state has 
some dire consequences. 
These include:

Heart break
Why does heart break 

hurt so much? What are the 
symptoms of  a heart break? 
What are the side effects of  a 
broken heart?  Broken heart 
is also known as heartbreak. 
It is a metaphor for the 
intense  emotional  and 
sometimes physical stress. 
One of  the major causes of  
heartbreak is rejection. 
Rejection can occur in 
m a r r i a g e  ( d i v o r c e ) , 
courtship, dating, places of  
work, etc. Any of  these can 
lead to heartbreak                                                                                     

Effects of Heartbreak:
As awful as all of  that is, 

the ramifications of  lost love 
don't end there; there is so, 
so much more going on. 

Do  you  know tha t 
heartbreak takes its toll on 
the body as well? This is the 
reason why rejection should 
be handled properly before it 
leads to heartbreak.

Some of the effects of 
heartbreak:

1. Insomnia: this is 

seen to be identical to Wiz's 
album, thereby hoodwinking 
unsuspecting music lovers. 

The album which has gone 
on to amass a total of  9.3 million 
streams was brought to the notice 
of  the public when he posted a 
screenshot of  the streaming 
numbers which he has since 
deleted. 

A p p a r e n t ly,  Wi s e k i d ' s 
replica album earns him traffic 

 Niger ian music ian 

Aidentified as Wisekid has 
caused mixed reactions 

on social media following a new 
discovery about his music and 
how it has been receiving major 
streaming because of  Wizkid. 

Real name Hosea Yohanna, 
Wisekid's tracklist of  the replica 
album dubbed Lasgidi Made - 
which is another way of  calling 
Wizkid's 'Made in Lagos' - can be 

from Wizkid's MIL whenever the 
album is played. 

Twitter  user,  Chemical 
Brother shared screenshots and 
stated that even after listening to 
Wizkid for over 26 hours, Apple 
Music distributed the traffic to 
both Wizkid and Wisekid. 
According to him, Wisekid has 
been getting over N30 million 
monthly since October 2020. 

Meanwhile, Wisekid has 

come  ou t  to  deny  the 
allegations against him. In a 
series of  post, he denied the 
accusations and claimed a 
company, Freeme Digital 
has been the one distributing 
all his songs. 

In his words: "I don't 
know who did that oo. I just 

 pioneer reporter 

Aof  The Bigtruth 
Newspapers in 

I m o  s t a t e ,  I f e a n y i 
Iheakanwa will finally 
walk down the aisle with 
his lover, Adaugo Vivian 
on the 17th of  April, 2021 
amid pomp and pageantry. 

Sources close to the 
journalist, disclosed that 
the church mass will be 
held at  St .  Michael ' s 
Catholic Parish Amakohia 
i n  O we r r i  w h i l e  t h e 
reception is at Eastgate 
hotels by Orji flyover, 
Okigwe road, Owerri

Iheakanwa who hails 
from Atta in Ikeduru LGA 
of  Imo state, disclosed that 
the occasion will attract 
men of  the fourth estate of  
the realm and government 
functionaries from far and 
near.

The event will provide 
opportunity for the pen 
pushers to jam glasses 
together, get to the floor 
and shake off  the stress of  
hitt ing the road each 
minute  repor t ing  the 
society. It promises to be a 
fun time.

accessed my Apple artist 
name I saw streams I just 
wanted to get people to 
check me out nothing more 
oo. Freeme Digital has been 
the one distributing all my 
songs. Pls I don't want 
wahala oo. I 'm just an 
upcoming artist I know 

nothing about this and 
please am not  the one 
distributing wizkid's album 
on Apple music. I have my 
company that distributes my 
songs for me so I know 
nothing about this news 
spreading  a l l  over  the 
internet. Thank u." 

you susceptible to viral 
infections, bacteria and 
hormonal irregularities 

5 .  H e a d a c h e :  i t 
predisposes one to many 
k i n d s  o f  h e a d a c h e  — 
especially tension headache 
and migraines.

6. Physical Heartache: 
they call it heart break for the 
reason that it can hurt as 
when you have a broken arm 
or leg. Chest pain is a 
common physical response 
to extreme stress. This may 
manifest as a sharp pain, 
tension, pressure or even 
heart palpitations. You may 
feel as though you are having 
an actual heart attack. 

Once you had put the 
pieces back together, even 
though you may look intact, 
you were never quite the 
same as you'd been before 
the fall. We never truly 
recover from heart attack 
according to Jodi Picoult. 
We don't go back to who we 
were before, instead, we 
rebuild ourselves. We can 
become greater, stronger 
a n d  m o r e  e m p a t h e t i c 
towards our troubles.

Being in love is the 
greatest feeling in the world, 
but  having  your  hear t 
broken may just be the 
worst. It is not just a state of  

sleeplessness at night which 
can lead to depression and 
anxiety. It increases risk for 
other health disorder and 
heart diseases. 

2. Digestive Problem: 
you may lose appetite or you 
may eat compulsively. You 
may experience nausea, 
indigestion, severe pains, 
a n d  c r a m p s ,  o r  e v e n 
stomach ulcers. When we 
are in emotional turmoil, 
our guts often absorb much 
of  the impact.  This  is 
especially true in people 
who refrain from expressing 
their feelings but rather 
choose to internalize them.

3. Mental Fog:  the 
slowing down of  the brain 
can be caused by stress, 
insomnia, and emotional 
turmoil.  You may find 
yourself  unable to focus or 
stay with task. In this case, 
try to get enough sleep and 
adhere to a healthy diet, as 
your body and heart heal, 
your mind will start to catch 
up too.

4 .  S e n s i t i v i t y  t o 
Illness: the severe stress 
caused by heart break has 
actually been proven to 
compromise the immune 
system. When the heart is 
vulnerable, so is the body.  A 
weak immune system leaves 

mind it can be physical too, 
you will eventually move on 
and  ge t  ove r  h im/her 
complete ly,  but  in  the 
meantime, there are a whole 
lot of  unexpected side effects 
that come with heart break. 

L o s s  o f  f a i t h  i n 
humanity: the stress of  
losing the most important 
person in your life may kill 
the faith you have in others. 
What does the bible say 
about heart break? Ps 147:3: 
He healeth the broken in 
heart, and bindeth up their 
wounds.

P s  3 4 : 1 8 - 2 0 :   T h e 
LORD is nigh unto them 
that are of  a broken heart; 
and saveth such as be of  a 
contrite spirit. Many are the 
afflictions of  the righteous: 
but the Lord delivereth him 
out of  them all. He keepeth 
all his bones: not one of  
t h e m  i s  b r o k e n .  I t  i s 
important to state here that 
proper handling of  rejection 
helps to reduce heart break.

Rejection v depression:
The word depression is 

associated with persistent 
sad, anxious or empty mood 
feeling of  hopelessness or 
pessimism, feeling of  guilt, 
w o r t h l e s s n e s s ,  o r 
helplessness. Loss of  interest 
in hobbies and activities that 
were once enjoyed, and 
difficulty in concentrating 
remembering or making 

decisions 
How often do you check 

up on people, friends and 
acquaintances? A little hi, 
hello and how are you doing 
here and there wouldn't take 
much of  your time. In this 
time of  depression and 
people choosing suicide as 
an escape route from life's 
unending struggles, you 
could be a reason that person 
still want to hang on. 

Reach out to people, 
know how they are doing 
because once they are gone, 
y o u  h a v e  n o  m o r e 
contribution to make in their 
lives. 

Why people commit 
suicide:

I t  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e 
spiritual state of  a person. 
We have unbelievers, fake 
believers, and time believers. 
Unbelievers are people who 
a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
godliness. They live to enjoy 
this present earthly life, as 
they unconsciously know 
they have no hope of  eternal 
life. They are impatient and 
want to start enjoying life 
early. But when that doesn't 
happen, they engage in 
sinful means to achieve their 
aims, and when that fails, 
depression sets in leading to 
d e p r e s s i o n  a n d  l i k e ly 
suicide.

The second group is 
fake believers. These are 

p e
o p l

e who 
f o l l o w 
religion and religious 
organizations rather than 
God. They are deceived to 
believe lies and have false 
h o p e.  T h e i r  r e l i g i o n 
promises  a  lo t  whi le 
collecting their belongings. 
But unlike unbelievers they 
see their leaders living in 
great luxury. 

S o m e  b e c o m e 
desperate and depressed, 
a n d  m a y  l i k e l y 
contemplate suicide rather 
t h a n  w i t h d r a w i n g 
themselves. There are also 
fake believers who put 
their trust in their religious 
leaders hoping to be helped 
and when the anticipated 
help fails to come, they 
break down and suicide 
becomes an option. 

Again, most of  these 
fake believers are earthly 
m i n d e d  h av i n g  b e e n 
b o m b a r d e d  w i t h 
prosperity preaching from 
their religious groups and 
are mainly serving God for 
just earthly benefits, rather 
t h a n  f o r  h e a v e n l y 
purposes. But Jesus said in 
Mathew 6:33 “But seek ye 
first the kingdom of  God, 
and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be 
added unto you.”

Nigerian artist, Wisekid, exposed for using replica of
Wizkid's MIL album

Heart break and depression: consequences of
accepting rejection 

BigTruth reporter weds
sweetheart April 17

Wisekid Wizkid
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in our lackadaisical way, 
when the intelligence 
came, they threw it by the 
side and when something 
happens, everybody runs 
around.  Al l  secur i ty  
reports are shared with the 
governor in a state first, 
then, it is shared with other 
sister agencies like the 
police, the military, if  there 
is military installations 
there, all of  them got this 
particular report. So, the 
governor is very much 
awa r e.   A p p a r e n t ly  
nothing was done”. 

T h e  f o r m e r  D S S  
director said IPOB had no 
connection to the attack. 
He disagreed with the then 
Inspector General of  
P o l i c e ,  M o h a m m e d  
A d a m u ,  t h a t  I P O B  
masterminded the attacks. 
“He (Adamu) doesn't have 
his fact right because I 
don't see how he can 
identify them. You identify 
people by either arresting 
some of  them or from what 
they say but there was no 
person that was arrested,” 
he said.

it therefore means, by 
storyline interpretation 
that the Imo governor was 
referring to his detractors 
who have been waging 
high level political wars 
against him. 

Meanwhile, a retired 
assistant director in the 
Depar tment of  State 
S e r v i c e s ,  D e n n i s  
Amachree, has revealed 
that both the police and 
Uzodimma were warned 
thrice about the Monday 
attacks. He accused both 
the police and the governor 
of  not doing anything and 
so failed to act on the 
intelligence report by the 
DSS. The erstwhile DSS 
d i r e c t o r  m a d e  t h i s  
assertion on Channels 
Television's Sunrise Daily 
programme on Thursday.

According to him; “So, 
three times, the Nigeria 
Police Force was informed 
by the DSS that this is 
going to happen because 
some suspects that are 
being relocated around the 
area were found spying the 
prisons and the police 
headquarters but you know 

violent actions had been 
the PDP and IPOB. In 
other words, since he never 
mentioned PDP or IPOB, 
it simply means that 
Uzodimma was pointing 
fingers on his two traducers 
who at one point or the 
other fought it out with 
him publicly for the soul of  
APC in the state. The 
governor even exonerated 
IPOB and its ESN outfit 
thereby countering the 
stand of  the police. 

He rather insisted that it 
was the politicians that 
actually sponsored the 
attacks. He said; “They 
(politicians) try to identify 
grievances of  people in a 
particular area. They hire 
hoodlums from outside 
Imo State. They bring them 
in pretending to be IPOB 
and they commit this crime 
and they go away. It is not 
about IPOB. Yes, we agree, 
we have aggrieved IPOB 
members. But I can tell 
you; those who are doing 
these destructions, most of  
them were brought from 
o u t s i d e  I m o  S t a t e.”  
Without mentioning PDP, 

unbelievable. A group of  
hoodlums, of  course 
sponsored by some known 
politicians in Imo State, 
decided to destroy public 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  
government facilities — 
and attacked a correctional 
centre facility and also 
attacked a police state 
headquarters. But what is 
important to take home is 
for Nigerians to know of  
the plot by a group of  
aggrieved politicians to 
destabilize the government 
of  APC. I have done some 
thorough investigation and 
I have a credible lead as to 
those who are sponsoring 
the activities of  these 
hoodlums. We are working 
hard to ensure that the 
sponsors of  these dastardly 
acts must be brought to 
book.” 

A cursory look at the 
above statement will reveal 
that Uzodimma never 
tagged the aggrieved 
p o l i t i c i a n s  a s  t h e  
opposition. He was direct. 
Before now, the two bodies 
Uzodimma has always 
accused of  perpetrating 

i t h o u t  

Wm e n t i o n i n g  
their names, 

G o v e r n o r  H o p e  
Uzodimma of  Imo State 
h a s  a c c u s e d  s o m e  
prominent members of  the 
ruling APC party of  being 
behind the early Monday 
morning attacks on the 
police command as well as 
the federal correctional 
centre in Owerri. He 
emphatically noted that the 
aggrieved polit icians '  
objective was to destabilize 
the  Al l  Prog ress ives  
C o n g r e s s  ( A P C )  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  h e  
enthused when he spoke 
on Polit ics Today, a 
C h a n n e l s  Te l ev i s i o n  
political monitor. 

I n t e r p r e t a t i v e l y,  
Uzodimma who has been 
having running battles 
with former governor, 
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
as well as Senator Ifeanyi 
Araraume, has now made 
it known that these men 
were the ones causing 
confusion in the state. 
“What happened in Imo 
State last Monday is 
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Uzodimma accuses
Araraume, Okorocha,
of sponsoring Imo attack
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Ex DSS director said gov, police were informed 
“Leave IPOB alone”

By Ori Martins 
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point has been eloquently 
b u t t r e s s e d  b y  s o m e o n e ;  
“Zoning is a desirable tool that 
when followed carefully can 
successfully address political 
imbalances, until a country (or 
State) matures democratically to 
the point that such things are no 
longer needed.”

Nonetheless, the present 
debate is made possible, 
especially within the PDP; 
because the Party did not take a 
firm position on zoning in 
Anambra State. Yet for those of  
us from the South East  
geopolitical zone, it would be 
near dubious to be fighting for 
zon ing  o f  the  Nige r ian  
Presidency to the South East 
zone, while repudiating intra-
state zoning, when it comes to 
the governorship.

On this  zoning issue,  
superior logic exists on both 
sides. Consider this observation: 
“Coming from Anambra State, I 
cared very little if  all our 
successive governors came from 
one town. I am more interested 
t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e  g o o d  
governance, and that should be 
the standard in most states, 
especially tribally homogeneous 
states. Once this last cycle is 
completed, it would be in the 
interest of  all political parties to 
open up their nomination 
process to the whole state and 
allow the best candidate to 
emerge. Or these parties risk 
put t ing  themse lves  a t  a  
disadvantage, especially in 
states that share the same tribe, 
culture, religion, and so forth as 
is the case in most Igboland.”

While morality in politics, 
most times, seems more of  an 
aberration, it ought not to be so. 
My position is ably guided by a 
sense of  honour and by the fact 
that I should not repudiate a 
position I took voluntarily and 
publicly, just for the sake of  
convenience. My children, their 
peers and the many young 
people I mentor would never 
understand nor accept such 
volte-face. And what they think 
of  me and my generation is 
important to me.

Concluding this piece for me 
is easy. I will use the exact 
words, which I used in 2013, 
when canvassing for Anambra 
North to be given a chance, to 
wit: What indeed we look for in 
a leader for Anambra, is 
someone who will take the state 
from good to great. Their zonal 
origin, pedigree and political 
sophistication ought not to be an 
issue. Anambra South can boast 
of  a few of  such good men and 
women. Anambra South and 
their choice must be given the 
opportunity to tender their 
provenance.

Obaze was the Anambra State 
PDP governorship candidate in 
2017.

buttressed, by the fact that when 
it was the turn of  the North, 
some aspirants from the South 
and Central zones also ran. 
These views are in tandem with 
my broad position that political 
zoning in any form is meant to 
ensure equity. 

Once equity is achieved, the 
premise ought to shift to 
purposeful leadership and the 
capacity to lead and deliver 
good governance. The forgoing 

values. We cannot chastise them 
for running, since they will point 
correctly to several aspirants 
from the Anambra South 
running when it was the turn of  
Central and South.

Those who argue that the 
three Anambra Senatorial zones 
have respectively had their turn 
of  governorship and that the 
process should be thrown open, 
also have a valid argument. That 
point of  view is fur ther 

mirrors that of  Senator Ben 
Bruce in 2018, not to run for 
another senate term in order to 
respect extant rotation and “as a 
man of  honour interested in the 
well being of  my people,” or in 
my case, my State.

That I'm not running in 2021 
does not mean that some 
qual i f ied  aspi rants  f rom 
Anambra Central and North 
will not run. It's their call. It's a 
matter of  personal choices and 

n  N i g e r i a n  p o l i t i c s ,  Ioftentimes expediency 
trumps morality. Honour is 

also a scarce commodity. Sadly, 
this norm has gained toehold. 
As the November 6, 2021 
Anambra State Governorship 
election approach, the issue of  
zoning is now front and centre 
and fraught with controversy for 
most parties. This is more so for 
my party, PDP. It should not be, 
for anyone who expects a 
modicum of  morality in politics.

At issue, is whether it is the 
tur n of  Anambra South 
senatorial zone to produce the 
next Governor; that is after 
Anambra North senatorial zone 
would have governed for eight 
years – 2014 to 2022 and 
Anambra Central senatorial 
zone for eight years, before that. 
Without any ambiguity, my 
position is that we should let 
Anambra South be and enjoy 
their turn in 2022.

I am from Anambra North. 
In 2013 and again in 2017, I 
c a m p a i g n e d  f o r  t h e  
governorship of  Anambra State 
to go North. I did so while in 
APGA and later, in PDP. To 
avoid any ambiguity, in 2013, I 
wrote an op-ed piece, titled, 
“Understating Why Anambra 
Has to Go North.” In 2017, as 
t h e  P D P  c a n d i d a t e ,  I  
campaigned on the premise that 
I will only serve one four-year 
term, if  elected and allow the 
position to revert to the South.

That position was implicit in 
the understanding/agreement 
that power will shift to the South 
in 2022. Those who now 
conveniently repudiate that 
understanding are being clever 
by half.

Yet, the fact remains that 
whi le  as  the  PDP 2017 
candidate, I got some support 
from the Anambra South, a 
majority of  the Anambra South 
power brokers and moneybags 
did not support my candidacy. 
Their rationale; simply, they 
could not contemplate honour 
in politics and therefore, did not 
believe that I would honour my 
four-year service commitment 
once elected. They were totally 
wrong and Anambra State is 
worse off  for it.

I did not win the hard fought 
2017 gubernatorial elections 
despite picking Lady Chidi 
Onyemelukwe, a female from 
the South as my running mate: 
and despite her political 
pedigree. Still, that fact does not 
negate my principled position 
and my commitment to honour 
that implicit –and to some 
e x p l i c i t  –  r o t a t i o n a l  
understanding, which explains 
why I am not running for 
Anambra State Governor in 
2021. My decision not to run, 
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2021: Anambra should go south
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Members of Anambra FRSC when they returned N716,800 to family of dead accident victim.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A
nambra State 
Command of  
the Federal Road 

Safety Corps (FRSC), 
has returned N716,800 
cash found at an auto 
crash site at Ozubulu 
along Onitsha-Owerri 
expressway in Ekwusigo 
Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State, to the 
family of  a deceased acci-
dent victim’s family.

According to a state-
ment released by the 
Sector Public Education 
Officer, Florence Edor, 
the sector commander, 
CC Andrew Ayodele 
Kumapayi, said it was a 

Anambra FRSC returns N716,800 
to family of accident victim

By Chinyere Nwaneri

T
he Igbo National 
Council (INC) has 
described the suc-

cessful operation of  the 
Owerri attack on the police 
and correctional centre as 
a failure of  security intelli-
gence.

They made the comment 
in a Press release issued 
and signed off  by its presi-

moral obligation that the 
corps had to undertake 
on behalf  of  the deceased 
accident victim.

Presenting the mon-
ey to the family of  the 
deceased, the sector 
commander who was 
represented by the Assis-
tant Corps Command-
er Bamidele Ayanwale, 
the Unit Commander 
in Oraifite, said that the 
amount was recovered 
when the FRSC officers 
went on a rescue mission 
after the occurrence of  an 
accident.

Ayanwale said the mon-
ey belonging to the late 
Mrs. Oparaocha was re-
turned to her son, Mr. 
Chibueze Oparaocha, af-

ter a written undertaking 
with full identification by 
the unit intelligence of-
ficer.

According to him, they 
contacted the relatives 
through the mobile phone 
of  the victim. He said the 
ghastly motor accident 
involved a Nissan Bus 
with registration number 

LSH517YG and a truck 
with registration number 
GGU83XA. According 
to him, seven persons: 
three males and four fe-
males were involved in 
the crash that happened 
in March at Ozubulu. He 
added that the driver and 
a passenger in the bus lat-
er died.

The FRSC boss, who 
said that the crash oc-
curred because of  over 
speeding, urged motorists 
to always be patient when 
driving on the highways 
in order to avert loss of  
lives and property.

Son of  the deceased, 
Chibueze Oparaocha, 
thanked the FRSC for 

their kindness and hones-
ty. “I was surprised when 
we got the call to come 
and collect the money 
found on my late moth-
er. I did not believe that 
such gesture can still hap-
pen in Nigeria of  today. 
“I thank FRSC for their 
efforts and honesty,” he 
stated.

Anambra to confiscate unpaid 
election branded vehicles, billboards
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka  

A
nambra State Signage 
and Advertisement 
Agency (ANSAA) 

has said that it will begin to 
confiscate unpaid branded 
election vehicles and ille-
gal mounting of  billboards 
across the state.

Managing Director of  the 
agency, Mr. Jude Okechuk-
wu Emecheta, stated this 
during an interaction with 
our correspondent in his of-
fice in Awka.

Emecheta, who explained 
that Governor Willie Obiano 
has never instructed the agen-
cy to destroy or pull down 
any billboard because he 

dent, Chilos Godsent while 
reacting on the attack. The 
group expressed surprise 
that the gunmen could beat 
all the security check points 
around the area of  attack 
unmolested. 

Excerpts of  the state-
ments read:

“The Igbo National 
Council (INC) Worldwide 
have noted with heavy heart 
the unprovoked wanton co-

ordinated attacks on the fed-
eral correctional center and 
Police force headquarters 
Owerri by yet unidentified 
gunmen on the wee hours 
of  Monday 5th April 2021.

“The most terrifying as-
pect of  the devilish attack 
was the release of  over one 
thousand eight hundred and 
forty four prison inmates 
into the society.

“While we condemn the 

attacks in its totality, we also 
urge the Federal Govern-
ment to detribalize the pro-
cess of  recruitment, training 
and promotion of  the mem-
bers of  the Nigeria security 
operatives.

“We are very surprise that 
that number of  gunmen 
can move into the heart of  
Owerri capital city with the 
number of  vehicles they 
came in with and yet could 
not be spotted by the police, 
noting that there are several 
police check points with-
in the government house 
Roundabout in Owerri. 
This is a complete failure of  
intelligence on the side of  
the security agencies.

“Noting that the IPOB 
and ESN has also denied 
carrying out the attack, we 
therefore urge the Federal 
Government to carry out a 
thorough forensic investiga-
tion of  the ongoing militari-
zation South East Zone of  
Nigeria. We suspect that the 
attack has Political under 
tune.

“Finally, we demand for 
the immediate demotion, 
arrest and trial of  all the 
head of  security agencies 
in Imo State for suspected 
conspiracy and lack of  ca-
pacity to effectively protect 
Nigerians of  South East ex-
traction.”

Owerri attack: Failure of security 
intelligence - INC

Ibagwa-Ani people
unite for Ugwuanyi,
demand autonomous 
communities
From Chuma Austin,
 Enugu

I
ndigenes of  Ibagwa-Ani 
community in Nsukka 
Local Government Area 

of  Enugu State have com-
mended Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi for transforming 
rural communities in the 
state, even as they requested 
for more autonomous com-
munities in their area.

 The villagers led by mem-
ber representing Nsukka 
West State Constituency in 
the State House of  Assem-
bly, Hon. Emma Ugwuerua, 
the former Transition Com-
mittee Chairman of  the 
Council, Hon. Onyema 
Idoko, stated this when they 
paid a Thank you/solidarity 
visit to Governor Ugwuanyi 
at Government House, Enu-
gu yesterday.

The Ibagwa-Ani people, 
who thanked Ugwuanyi 
for appointing their sons 
and daughters into various 
government positions, told 
him, “Your administration 
has truly put smiles on the 
faces of  our people through 
massive infrastructural de-
velopment, human capac-
ity building and empower-
ment”

They disclosed that the 
governor appointed Princess 
Nkem Oloto as member II, 
in Enugu State Universal 
Basic Education Board (EN-
SUBEB); Barr. Uche Ogbu 
as Director General (DG) 
on Conflict Resolution, and 
Benjamin Ika as Special As-
sistant (SA) to the Governor 

on Transport. They said that 
the gesture was “a testimony 
of  good governance and all 
inclusiveness”

The Ibagwa-Ani people 
commended Governor Ug-
wuanyi for his initiatives, 
doggedness and proactive 
handling of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, which helped to 
contain the spread of  the dis-
ease, especially to the com-
munities in the state. 

“Democracy is all about 
the people and where the 
people reap the dividends 
of  democracy; they will cer-
tainly believe they belong in 
the system and throw their 
weight in support of  the 
leader.

“There is a maxim which 
said that no leader can get 
100 percent support from the 
led; but Your Excellency Sir, 
we are proud to tell you that 
our people from Ibagwa-Ani 
to Ovogovo and the entire 
Nsukka West State Constitu-
ency have given 99.9 percent 
support to your government.

On additional communi-
ties, the people appealed to 
the governor that in consid-
eration of  their status as an 
old and large community, he 
should give them more au-
tonomous communities.

“The proposed commu-
nities, they said, included 
Uwani-Eba, Omaka and 
Nkpunato, stressing that the 
creation “will further boost 
the morale of  our people and 
their continued support of 
your administration vis-à-vis 
enhance administrative con-
venience and development”

doesn’t want to see anybody’s 
face, maintained that the All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
would not run the Novem-
ber 6 governorship election 
alone. Rather, he said, it 
would be alongside other po-
litical parties, emphasizing 
that relevant laws had made 
adequate provisions for what 
people must do to contest an 
election.

He said the agency had 
made concerted efforts to ad-
vocate and to explain to politi-
cians why they should pay for 
all political adverts with no 
exceptions; saying that some 
of  them had come to pick the 
lawbook to understand what 
was required of  them while 
those who had decided to be 

unnecessarily obstinate had 
resorted to cheap blackmail 
to evade payment.

He further disclosed that 
the agency was auditing all 
the billboards in Anambra 
state to ascertain wheth-
er they had been paid for. 
Emecheta said, “The only 
way we can recover our rev-
enue is to remove all political 
adverts and billboards not 
paid for to compel them to 
come and pay.

“The primary election is 
in June. So before the end of 
April, if  you don’t pay, we go 
and remove your billboards.  
We have also told them not 
to paste any posters on public 
buildings because the punish-
ment is outright removal.
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T
he Judicial Staff  
Union of  Nigeria 
(JUSUN) has said 

its strike was still on be-
cause no concrete resolu-
tion had been reached.

The legal adviser 
to JUSUN, Mariam 
Usuf-Gusau, made this 
known on Thursday in 
Abuja in interview with 
newsmen.

”The strike is still on 
while we await the out-
come of  the negotiation, 
we are not backing off  
until our demands are 
met” she said. JUSUN 
began an indefinite strike 
on Tuesday over contin-
ued delay to implement 
financial autonomy for 
the judiciary.

President Muhammadu 
Buhari had on May 22, 
2020, signed the Exec-
utive Order 10 for the 
enforcement of  the fi-
nancial autonomy status 
granted to state legisla-
ture and judiciary in the 
Nigerian Constitution.

Executive Order 10 of  
2020, made it mandato-
ry for all states to include 
the allocations of  both 
the legislature and the 

JUSUN says no concrete
resolution 

judiciary in the first-line 
charge of  their budgets.

The order also man-
dates the accountant-gen-
eral of  the federation 
to deduct from source 
amount due to the state 
legislatures and judiciar-
ies from the monthly al-
location to each state, for 
states that refuse to grant 
such autonomy.

“How can state high 
courts beg from gover-
nors for what is constitu-
tionally theirs,” Usuf-Gu-
sau said.

In the same vein, Sun-
day Adetola, an Abu-
ja-based lawyer urged 
government to meet the 
demands of  JUSUN 
for financial autonomy, 
adding that justice is 
the sacred womb where 
peace and tranquility are 
conceived and birthed. 
“When the Judiciary is 
strangulated through fi-
nancial subjugation by 
the Executive arm of  
government, the capaci-
ty to dispense wholesale 
justice without fear or 
favour is tragically im-
paired and dangerously 
undermined”, he noted.

Cross section of the members of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria campaigning against gender based 
violence in Calabar during her 175th celebration led by the Moderator, His Eminence Nzie Nsi Eke.

Fish out perpetrators of attacks on
police, prison facilities
- Imo govt charges security agencies
T

he government of 
Imo State has urged 
security operatives 

in the state to expedite 
their investigation into the 
recent attack on Police 
and Nigerian Correctional 
Services facilities by hood-
lums to ensure the perpe-
trators are fished out and 
made to face justice.

The Commissioner for 
Information and Strate-
gy, Declan Emelumba, 
who addressed newsmen 
on Wednesday after the 
executive council meet-
ing said the least the se-
curity agencies would do 
is to unmask the known 
and unknown agents of 
the mayhem. The Gov-
ernment also called on 
the security agencies to 
beam their searchlight on 
all possible suspects and 
avoid the temptation of 
focusing in only one di-
rection to ensure that the 
brains behind the mayhem 
are fished out and prose-
cuted accordingly.

Emelumba said that 
Council condemned the 
attacks in strong terms and 
lauded Governor Hope 
Uzodimma for his proac-
tive steps in dealing with 
the situation which drew 
the attention and support 
of  the Federal govern-
ment. Emelumba said: 
“Council  directed the se-
curity agents to  expedite 
their investigation and 
make sure that no stone is 
left  unturned and to beam 
their searchlight  in all pos-
sible suspected area and 
not concentrate on only 
one area and ensure that 
those who perpetrated this 
dastardly act are fished out 
and brought to book as 
quickly as possible.

“Council also stated 
government’s stand that 
Oil companies operating 
in Imo can key into the 
vision of  government by 
identifying projects and 
needs of  the communities 
which they can fund and 
not by distributing cash to 

some individuals,” warn-
ing that “any company 
insisting on doing so is 
running contrary to gov-
ernment policies.”

He added: “Council fi-
nally informed that un-

der this administration a 
law has been enacted to 
coordinate and harness 
all projects funded by the 
World Bank and all other 
donor agencies, through a 
new bureau set up to en-

sure the documentation 
of  the various projects ex-
ecuted under the different 
international donor agen-
cies. “The documentation 
would ensure that records 
of  all projects funded, 

amount donated and 
spent, so that they con-
tinue beyond successive 
administrations and give 
no room for siphoning of 
money meant for develop-
ment projects.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he immediate past 
Chairman of  Nige-
rian Union of  Jour-

nalists, Abia State council, 
Comrade John Emejor has 
revealed that he saved some 
staff  of  Abia newspaper 
publishing company work-
ers from sack.

This is even as the im-
mediate past chairman an-
nounced that his executive 
left over two million in the 
bank accounts of  the Abia 
NUJ.

Emejor stated this at the 
NUJ press centre, Umuahia 
during the triennial confer-
ence where new executives 
of  the council were elected. 
He disclosed that his inter-
vention and interface with 
the Abia State government 
saved the job of  the Abia 
newspaper staff, while ap-
preciating the support of 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
to the NUJ.

He also explained that the 
NUJ recorded great achieve-
ments under his leadership, 
which included the NUJ 
State secretariat building 
which he said, had attained 
an advanced stage.

I saved Abia newspaper staff from sack,
left N2.3m in NUJ’s account - Emejor

The former chairman 
listed his achievements to 
include housing projects 
for some members of  the 
council, appointment of 
journalists as permanent 
secretaries in Abia State 
civil service, post-qualifica-
tion educational programs 
for members, among others. 
The immediate past chair-
man urged his successor to 
build and consolidate on his 
achievements, while urging 
the new chairman to ac-
commodate the interest of 
all members.

Meanwhile, Comrade Vic-
tor Ndukwe of  Broadcasting 
Corporation of  Abia State 
(BCA) has emerged the new 
Chairman of  NUJ in Abia 
State.

He scored 55 votes to de-
feat Comrade Boniface Oko-
ro of  Correspondent chap-
el, who garnered 29 votes. 
The election, which was 
conducted in an organized 
atmosphere, also saw Com-
rade Chidi Asonye of  Unity 
federated Chapel emerging 
the new Vice Chairman of 
the council.

All positions, except that 
of  the chairman, had one 
candidate each, thus, return-
ing them unopposed. The 
election was conducted by 
Comrade Ogbonnaya Ihea-
ka, the former Chairman of 
Abia NUJ and witnessed by 
officials from NUJ national 
secretariat, Abuja.

In his acceptance speech, 
Victor Ndukwe promised to 
pilot the affairs of  NUJ in 
Abia with utmost coordina-
tion, pledging to accommo-
date the interest of  all mem-
bers.

Imo Commissioner assures ICAPS
of restoring glory

T
he new Commissioner 
for Science and Tech-
nology, Prof. B.G. 

Nworgu has assured the Imo 
College of  Advanced Profes-
sional Studies (ICAPS) of  re-
storing her past glory.

Nworgu stated this when 
he paid an unscheduled vis-
it to the staff  of  ICAPS. He 
noted that his predecessor ap-
peared to have done a lot of 
ground work and promised 
to improve on the laudable 
projects and ideas initiated 
by the immediate past com-

missioner.
He stated that continuity in 

government is essential for 
any progressive minded ad-
ministrator. “There ought not 
to be any form of  discontinui-
ty in government, adding that 
the idea of  reinventing the 
wheel or starting on a clean 
slate should be jettisoned.

Nworgu tasked the heads 
of  the various departments 
to come up with proposals on 
how to commercialize most 
of  the products produced in 
the place and promised that 

he will ensure that all the 
necessary registrations and 
documentations needed to 
fast track the process is done 
speedily. He thanked those 
who were part of  the min-
istry’s team at the just con-
cluded 2021 Technology and 
Innovation Expo for making 
the state proud.

The commissioner equally 
met with staff  members of 
Imo Job Centre and promised 
to revive the place and help 
them attain the lofty ideals for 
which they were created.
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b i a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 

ACommand said that the 
r e a s o n  b e h i n d  t h e 

tension noticed in Aba, the 
commercial hub of  Abia State on 
Thursday was because some 
group of  persons attacked a 
police officer inside a tricycle.

News Echo reports that the 
entire Aba metropolis was shut 
down by police officers and some 
sold iers,  who looked l ike 
wounded lions against the 
members of  the public. They 
appear very confused at the 
situation.

Explaining the reasons 
behind the war-like situation, 
A b i a  P o l i c e  C o m m a n d 
spokesperson, SP Geoffrey 
Ogbonna said the situation was 
caused by an attack against a 
police man in the city. 

“A police man that was 
traveling in a tricycle as a 
passenger was being attacked by 
some people because the tricycle 
he was traveling on hit a Siena 
car from behind. 

"In a little altercation, they 
discovered he is a police man and 
somebody assaulted him and 
others were gathering around 
him. 

"Noticing the situation, he 
had to call for rescue and our 
people went and rescued him. 
T h a t ' s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d . 
Everything is under control 
now."

News Echo reports that 
police officers, who may have a 
lot of  anger in their hearts 
against the Aba public, went on 
rampage,  dest roying cars, 
v e h i c l e s ,  t r i c y c l e s  a n d 
threatening to kill anyone who 
dared them.

At Azikiwe road by Eziukwu 
road, the police officers who 
came with Hilux Vans destroyed 
vehicle glasses, tricycle glasses 
and even confiscated many of  
the tricycles in retaliation over 
the alleged attack on their 
colleague.

A victim, Longinus Ibeh said 
he was only taking his breakfast 
at Azikiwe road when suddenly; 
a  t eam of  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s 
attacked, damaged his tricycle 
a n d  t o o k  i t  t o  A b a  A r e a 
Command.

"I was where I went to eat, all 
of  a sudden; a team of  policemen 
arrived, shooting guns all over 
the  a i r,  harass ing people, 
spraying teargas! People ran for 
their dear lives. 

"We thought it was over not 
knowing that they're going to 

come with something that looks 
like reinforcement. 

"They destroyed my brand 
new tricycle and took it away 
without any offence. What did I 
do to police to warrant this 
treatment? No provocation at 
all."

News Echo reports that Aba 
M e t r o p o l i s  o n  T h u r s d ay 
morning witnessed what could 
be best described as Hollywood 
movie, as gunshots saturated the 
entire area for several hours.

The incident which started 
as early as 8a.m, led to a total 
blockade of all the roads linking 
the Aba Police Area Command, 
Aba Prisons, Aba Central Police 
Station and the Aba General 
Hospital.

All shops, especially super 
markets and pharmaceutical 
shops that are the major products 
sold in the area were ordered to 
shutdown, sporadic shooting 
took over the atmosphere.

Sources within Asa road by 
M o s q u e  S t r e e t ,  o p p o s i t e 
Milverton Avenue and Park road 
told our reporter that soldiers 
stationed there on noticing the 
tension at Area Command, 
started asking people to raise 
their hands up while crossing. 

We gathered that the entire 
Okwunauka street was blocked 
from the CPS gate off  St. 
Michael's road to the entrance of  
the Jubilee road spare parts 
market.

Likewise, the Aba High 
Court Street down to Hospital 
road electrical market, Jubilee 
road and St. Joseph's street, off  
the Aba General Hospital lane 
that connects through Eziukwu 
road were all blocked as well.

All residents who were 
unlucky not to have stepped out 
of  their houses to work or take 
their children to school were all 
stranded at home. Many even 
found it difficult to go out to get 
breakfast, as all beverage shops, 
groceries and even sachet water 
vans were prevented from 
nearing the area by heavily 
armed police officers.

In a contrary view to that of  
Police PPRO, a police source at 
Aba Area Command told our 
reporter that there was an 
intelligence that some people 
were coming to attack the 
station.

"With what happened in the 
most secured part of  Imo State 
on Easter Monday, nobody is 
taking chances again. "Rumours 
of  Aba being the next target after 
Owerri have been all over the 
place, and it is only a tree that will 
hear that it'll be cut down and 

remains standstill. Everybody 
knows what this place represents 
to Aba and no Aba man will 
want this place to fall because 
here is the security base of  Aba.

"The Correctional Centre is 
here, Police Area Command Aba 
is  here,  Pol ice  Divis ional 
Headquarters Aba is here, DSS 
office is here, Aba High Court 
and Aba South Magistrate Court 
are all close here. 

"Virtually everything that 
has to do with security and safety 
in Aba is here and even police 
clinic is also here. If  you look at 
the other side you'll also see the 
Aba General Hospital where 
several patients are treated on 
daily basis and it 's a very 
important centre to everybody 
here. 

"Police cannot watch all 
these facilities burn, not at all. 
Every information whether big 
or small now must be taken 
s e r i o u s .  N o  t i m e  f o r 
complacency. 

"What's happening today is 
what police must do to secure all 
residents not just the barracks or 
the Correctional Centre alone. 

"It's for everybody and as 
you can see, people cooperated 
with us and vacated the area. All 
we need is prayers right now and 
not unnecessary criticisms. 
There's time for everything."

When asked why police 
officers were attacking innocent 
residents along Azikiwe road, 
Jubilee road and other nearest 
areas within the command, the 
source said the officers may have 
acted on their own.

"Nobody instructed them to 
do that. However, probably those 
people refused to close their 
shops when instructed to do so. 

"I'm not justifying their 
actions because I actually don't 
know what happened. The 
whole truth is that nobody sent 
them to do that."

News Echo gathered from 
many sources along Jubilee road 
that the police officers attacking 
m o t o r i s t s  we r e  c h a r g i n g 
themselves to punish Aba 
residents so that they can feel 
what they have been feeling for 
awhile. 

Meanwhile, many residents 
said they observed that the Aba 
Area Command Headquarters 
may have been instructed to go 
out to provoke the residents, 
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s 
absolutely no reason for the level 
of  treatment meted against 
innocent motorists and traders 
on Thursday.

“What did we do to them? 
Why must the Area Commander 
instruct them to do what they 
did? Well, we all know that since 
that Area Commander came to 
Aba, he has been harassing our 
people with police officers who 
behave like touts and thugs.

“God is watching and I 
thank God people did not 
retaliate if  not, there would have 
been b loodshed today,”  a 
resident said.

Alleged attack: Police retaliate
against Aba residents
By Nonye Udumiri

Residents crowding the streets

Damaged vehicles during the incident
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hat is it about a side 

Wchick that makes her so 
darn appealing to the 

man who already has a girlfriend, 
fiancée, or worse, a wife and kids of  
his own?

The side chick is not unknown 
in modern relationships, or in 
relationships of  previous eras for 

W
hen people fall in love 
and become a couple, 
it is often a thing 

between just the two of  them, and 
maybe to the notice of  few 
friends.

Most times, the guy and babe's 
folks don't know about it till some 
later time.

Ultimately, popsy and momsy 
will have to know about the 
romance – as their blessings will 
be needed to reach the perfect 
climax to that union.

The question now is, when 
should that introduction be 

m a d e ?  W h e n  s h o u l d  o n e 
introduce a partner to parents?

Does one have to wait till they 
are sure they'l l  marry that 
particular partner, or does it have 
t o  b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e 
relationship starts?

“I think this will happen when I 
am sure of  the guy,” says Kenny, 24.

David, 27, says; “I actually do 
not think there is a rule to this, I could 
introduce bae to my peeps whenever I 
feel like. Doesn't matter if  I am sure 
she will marry me or not.”

Expert opinion
According to dating expert, 

e have been conditioned 

Wand programmed to 
believe that men cheat 

most however the gap is fast closing. 
More and more women are stepping 
out of  their marriages and partners 
for reasons best known to them.

While it may difficult to find out 
exactly when a woman is cheating, 
there are certain behaviours she will 
display that can give her away.

To identify whether she is 
cheating, below are signs you need 
to watch out for.

Loses interest in physical 
intimacy

No matter how good she was 
getting it, she will lose interest in 
having sex if  there is another man in 
her life. In most instances, this could 
the reason why she will pull away, 
act cold and distant. Kisses are 
quick and hugs are short could be a 
sign she is not interested in intimacy. 
The reason could be that she could 
be getting it elsewhere.

She nags a lot
Granted women can nag and 

that is nothing unusual. But what 
you need to watch is her constant 
nagging. She wil l  nag about 
everything from the smallest to the 
biggest issues. If  this is happening it 

could indicative of  trouble. She will 
begin to magnify her partner's 
imperfections and if  she is smitten 
by the other man she will use that as 
an excuse to break up.

Backs out of confrontations
When asked directly by her 

significant other whether she is 
cheating or not, chances are she will 
not admit and try everything 
possible to avoid confrontation. She 
wil l  remain si lent,  leave the 
conversation hanging or turn it 
around on you.

The “We're just friends” line
This is a classic explanation 

woman used when asked about the 
other man. If  you ask her, pay 
attention to how she acts and 
answers. If  she's uneasy and refuses 
to give you eye contact and divulge 
more, chances are she is seeing him.

She's distracted
Women are naturally great 

listeners and attentive creatures. If  
you notice she is losing interest and 
barely pays attention to what you're 
saying that means something else is 
playing on their minds. If  she is 
serious about the other man, 
chances are her mind is occupied 
with ways she can leave you.

April Masini, the earliest time to 
make this move is after six 
months.

"Anytime before that is too soon 
because the relationship is not clear. 
After six months of  dating, you'll 
know someone better and they'll 
know you better — to the extent that 
you can both decide by then, if  you 
want  to  be  monogamous and 
committed to each other."

Around this time, she says, 
things would have gotten to a 
stage where it is only natural to 
take them home and introduce 
them to your folks.

When the time comes, it is 
important to do the prep work 

b e f o r e  h a n d , 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
Cosmopolitan.

"Let your significant 
other know ahead of  
time any weird family 
traditions or topics he 
should avoid. What 
might  be  a  ca sua l 
r e m a r k  f ro m  y o u r 
partner can open the 
floodgates. Make him a 
list of  sensitive issues to 
never bring up!"

I t  i s  a l s o 
important to keep 
the first meeting as 
short as possible, if  
you can. Also, be a 
good host/hostess 
and do not leave 
them alone as they 
m ay  f e e l  b o r e d , 
isolated, etc.

that matter. She is the mistress, the 
other woman, the one who never 
comes home, the hidden one that no 
one knows, the force behind the 
scenes that the man cannot resist. 
The side chick is the babe over 
whom the man is willing to risk it all.

F r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
undergraduate to the grandma 

travelling abroad to care of  her 
grandkids, women of  all ages are 
pretty familiar with her. Only few 
have been fortunate [or is it 
unfortunate?] to see her face or 
come in contact with her, but her 
legend can't be missed nor can her 
l o o m i n g  s h a d o w  o v e r  a 
relationship or marriage be denied.

Most times after this great 
encounter  or  discover y,  the 
q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w o m e n  f i n d 
t h e m s e l v e s  a s k i n g ,  e i t h e r 
rhetorically in the darkness and still 
silence of  their empty beds or to the 
man's face when he quietly tiptoes 
through the front door late in the 
night is; 'what is special about her?!'

Some phrase theirs as 'what 
does she have that I don't?' and 
'what does she give you that I 
don't?' but the essence of  those 
questions remains the same all the 
time. Women want to know what it 
is about the side chick that makes 
her a better woman than they are.

And young Nigerian men in 
their mid-twenties and mid-thirties 
are dishing out reasons why that 
other woman gets their attention 
over the woman they should be 
giving that attention to.

What does a side chick offer 
that a main chick doesn't?

In a frank, no-holds-barred 
response to a question posted on 
Instagram by user @macshayn on 
A u g u s t  2 2 ,  a n o t h e r  u s e r , 
@odlanky says the ability of  the 
side chick to offer wild sex and be 
less problematic is the edge she has 
over the main chick.

"Less drama...unexplainable 
sex positions..." he comments.

@ i a m n _ o l o h  a n d 
@gboyin.esq agree that these two 
are the strongest pull with which 
the side chick draws the man in. 
"No drama.... Just benefits!" says 
the former. "Less wahala, steady 
knacks," says the latter.

While the question was posted 
ma jor ly  due  to  a  des i r e  to 
understand how the male mind 
works when it comes to the issue of  
sidechicks, women didn't mind 
dropping their two cents, too.

@hormo_tee says a man is 

drawn to a side chick due to the 
“peace of  mind” she gives him, As 
f a r  a s  @ i n e m u d o d i o n g  i s 
concerned, some men can hardly 
say no to the chance to put in “less 
commitment” than normal, escape 
from the stress and pressure their 
woman mounts on them, while 
likely enjoying “more sex.” These 
are offers too juicy to resist for men, 
according to the Instagram user.

Ntianu Obiora, an Editor at 
Pulse says that in her opinion, are 
drawn to the side chick because 
with her, men experience "no stress 
or less stress."

She continues: "There are 
i s sues  in  re la t ionships  that 
ultimately put strain on [men].

"[Issues] like money, stuff  to do 
w i t h  k i d s ,  r e n t ,  [ a n d  t h e 
expectation of] a [certain] level of  
accountability.

"...In general a main chick, 
rightly so, puts certain expectations 
on her man. A side chick doesn't 
have to expect anything except trips 
and sex."

For Chidumga Izuzu, a Lagos-
based movie critic and Editor at 
Pulse, men are attracted to the side-
chick simply "because they are 
scum."

Justification for cheating?
With all the opinions popularly 

expressed above, it is easy to get the 
feeling that having a side chick is 
justifiable, provided that the man 
doesn't get peace of  mind with the 
woman, gets overly pressured, gets 
pestered for a level of  commitment 
he's incapable of  giving, or in the 
instance where he feels the sex isn't 
enough.

Do women need to give men 
m o r e  p e a c e  o f  m i n d  i n 
relationships? Can they be blamed 
for men cheating on them?

What exactly does side babe do better
than main babe?

When is the best time to introduce
bae to your parents? 

Things women do when
they cheat in relationships 

Loved up coupleLoved up coupleLoved up couple



epression has become Dthe order of  day were 
m e n ,  w o m e n  a n d  

children suffer depression due to 
some unforeseen circumstances. 
Every day we hear stories of  
suicide incidence from both old 
and young due to depression. 
Depression is classified as a mood 
disorder. It can be feelings of  
sadness, loss, anger or frustration 
that interfere with a person's 
everyday activities. It's important 
to realize that feeling down or 
upset about something is a normal 
part of  life but when you are 
feeling down or hopeless on a 
regular basis and also thinking 
about hurting yourself  or ending 
your life could be dealing with 
depress ion.  Depress ion i s  
considered a serious medical 
condition that can get worse 
without proper treatment.

According to College of  
Medicine, University of  Ibadan, it 
explained depression as a 
condition associated with the 
elevation or lowering of  a person's 
mood, such as depression or 
bipolar disorder.

Ex.  Big Brother  Nai ja  
Housemate, Erica Nlewedim and 
popularly known as 'Stay Girl' 
cautions the public to stop using 
depression as an insult to people. 
This was posted on her twitter 
account. She advised the public to 
help people who are really 
depressed and direct them to take 
the right treatment.

She also said that “stop joking 
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with depression, stop using it as an 
insult to people. If  you're not sure 
someone is really depressed don't 
say he/she is and if  you are sure, 
help the person by pointing them 
in the r ight direction for 
treatment”.

Depression is mostly suffered 
by youths than the old. In schools 
today, we hear of  students 
committing suicide, these are all 
caused by depression. Peer 
pressure can also be a cause of  
depression. Nowadays students 
try to live up to their mates who 
are living a luxurious life, a well 
furnished apartment and a car, 
and when they are not able to, they 
fall into depression. Sometimes 
when a student is faced with 
intense school work and financial 
instabilities, it causes depression 
for them. 

Symptoms of  Depression
 mood swing such as 

anger, aggressiveness, irritability, 
anxiousness and restlessness

 emotional well-being, 
such as feeling empty, sad, 
hopeless

 behavior such as loss of  
interest, no longer finding 
pleasure in favorite activities, 
feeling tired easily, thoughts of  
suicide, drinking excessively, 
using drugs, engaging in high-risk 
activities and withdrawing from 
social engagements

 cognitive abilities, such 
as inability to concentrate, 
difficulty completing tasks, 

de layed  re sponses  dur ing  
conversations or thinking or 
talking more slowly  

 Sleep patterns, such as 
insomnia, restless sleep, excessive 
sleepiness, not sleeping through 
the night.

 physical well-being, such 
as fatigue, pains, changes in 
appetite, weight changes, aches, 
pain, headaches, increased 
cramps

What Are the Main Causes of  
Depression?

Lots of  things can increase the 
chance of  depression, including 
the following:

 Abuse. Physical, sexual, 

ne of  the most effective 

Omethods of  tightening 
your vagina is through 

nutritional intervention.
A healthy diet will strengthen 

your pelvic floor and ensure its 
proper repair. Consuming foods 
that are high in natural estrogens 
also helps.

Such foods include:
1. Carrots, Berries and Apples
These fruits are high in natural 

estrogens which are also found in 
f e n u g r e e k ,  s e s a m e  s e e d s , 
pomegranates, soybeans and its 
products.

2. Whole wheat and Oats
It can be readily found in bread 

and pasta products, but make sure 
the label says “100 percent whole 
wheat.” Oats are particularly rich 
in avenanthramide, an antioxidant 
that protects the heart.

T h e s e  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s 
conta in  an t i - in f lammator y, 
antioxidant, anti-itch, anti-irritant, 
and antiatherogenic activities. Oat 
kernel extracts with standardized 
levels of  avenanthramide are ideal 
for skin, hair, baby and of  course 
your vagina.

3. Corn
Corn can be extremely healthy 

for you when it's whole. A good 
source of  B vitamins, magnesium, 
and phosphorus, whole corn is also 

thought to increase healthy gut 
flora, which can ward off  diabetes, 
hea r t  d i s ease,  and  chron ic 
inflammation.

Yellow corn, like the type we 
have in Nigeria, is also high in 
antioxidants.

4. Fish
Because it contains organic 

lean protein, fish particularly small 
fish, including salmon, mackerel 
a n d  s a r d i n e s ,  a r e  a n t i -
inflammatory omega-3 foods that 
are correlated with better brain, 
hormonal and nervous system 
health.

They help combat cancer and 
also help to re-tighten your vagina 
wall and muscles.

5. Eggs
Small, perfectly portioned, 

cheap, and super convenient. 
There's a reason why bodybuilders 
eat eggs by the dozen.

With 6 grams in one large egg, 
they pack the perfect protein 
punch. They're also one of  the few 
foods considered to be a “complete 
protein,” because they contain all 9 
essential amino acids, as well as 
Vitamins A, B, E, calcium, zinc 
and iron.

or emotional abuse can make you 
more vulnerable to depression 
later in life.

 Age. People who are 
elderly are at higher risk of  
depression. That can be made 
worse by other factors, such as 
living alone and having a lack of  
social support.

 Conflict. Depression in 
someone who has the biological 
vulnerability to it may result from 
personal conflicts or disputes with 
family members or friends.

 Death or a loss. Sadness 
or grief  after the death or loss of  a 
loved one, though natural, can 
increase the risk of  depression.

 Gender. Women are 
about twice as likely as men to 
become depressed. No one's sure 
why. The hormonal changes that 
women go through at different 
times of  their lives may play a role.

 Genes. A family history 
of  depression may increase the 
risk. It's thought that depression is 
a complex trait, meaning there are 
probably many different genes 
that each exert small effects, rather 
than a single gene that contributes 
to disease risk. The genetics of  
depression, like most psychiatric 
disorders, are not as simple or 
straightforward as in purely 
ge n e t i c  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  
Huntington's chorea or cystic 
fibrosis.

 Major events. Even good 
events such as starting a new job, 
graduating, or getting married can 
lead to depression. So can 
moving, losing a job or income, 
getting divorced, or retiring. 
However, the syndrome of  clinical 
depression is never just a "normal" 
response to stressful life events.

 O t h e r  p e r s o n a l  
problems. Problems such as social 
isolation due to other mental 
illnesses or being cast out of  a 
family or social group can 
contr ibute  to  the  r i sk  of  
developing clinical depression.

 S e r i o u s  i l l n e s s e s .  
Sometimes, depression happens 
along with a major illness or may 
be triggered by another medical 
condition.

 School. If  things aren't 
going well for student can lead to 
depression. Peer pressure can also 

lead to depression.
1 0  W a y s  t o  P r e v e n t  

Depression
There are many ways to 

prevent depression, though 
doctors don't know that it's 
possible to prevent depression 
altogether, but you can be able to 
keep it from coming back if  you've 
already had an episode. Some 
therapists use an approach called 
mindfulness-based cognitive 
therapy (MBCT) to do that.

 Visiting a therapist once 
in a while helps to prevent 
depression or stops it from 
happening again. Talking to your 
therapist or doctor about medicine 
that can stop depression from 
coming back can really help to 
prevent depression. Other method 
includes:

 Find ways to handle 
stress and improve your self-
esteem.

 Take good care of  
yourself. Always get enough sleep, 
eat well, and exercise regularly.

 Reach out to family and 
friends when times get hard.

 Get regular medical 
checkups, and see your doctor if  
you don't feel right.

 Get help if  you think 
you're depressed. If  you wait, it 
could get worse.

 S t i c k  w i t h  y o u r  
treatment plan. If  you are on 
medicine, take it as prescribed, 
whether you feel good or not. 
Don't skip therapy sessions. Let 
your doctor know what is and isn't 
working for you.

 Avoid  a lcohol  and  
recreational drugs. It may seem 
like these make you feel better. But 
they can actually make it harder to 
treat your depression.

 Try ways to fight stress, 
like meditation and yoga.

 Spend time with family 
and friends. Think about joining a 
support group. Do things that 
keep you connected to others.

 Know yourself. Pay 
attention to the things that seem to 
make your symptoms worse. Keep 
notes and tell your doctor or 
therapist about it.

Don't make big life decisions 
on a day when you're feeling 
down.
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10 ways to prevent depression

5 foods to help with
vagina rejuvenation
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VOX POP

Chief Damian Chinurumuka, Village Chief of 
Ihebo na Nti, Umudo Obollo, Isiala Mbano LGA, 
Imo State.

There is nothing wrong in a person being a Pastor 
and traditional ruler at the same. It is God who 
established the community. During the time of  
Israelites there were elders who are equivalent of  
traditional rulers. They were also servants of  God. 
Being a traditional ruler does not mean to abandon 
God or to be an idol worshiper. Traditional ruler ship 
is all about looking after community and upholding 
the good customs and traditions of  the people. Any 
quality service to humanity, whether in the church or 
at community level is a service to God.

 am His Majesty, Eze (Evangelist) IOgbuka Origa, Ife of Okorie-Ogori 
autonomous community, Abam 

Onyerubi, Arochukwu LGA, Abia State. 
It is appropriate for traditional ruler to be a 
pastor or evangelist. It is endorsed by God for a 
traditional ruler to be a pastor. The problem is 
the lack of  knowledge among our people. Saul 
after being anointed by a priest, Samuel as the 
first king of  Israel, was directed by God to go to 
the company of  priests that is to go into the 
church. Anointing of  God is very important for 
leadership. Therefore, it is appropriate for 
someone to be on the throne as a traditional 
ruler and an evangelist the same time.

This is my 19 years on the throne as the 
traditional ruler of  my community. I am the 
chairman of  Abam Onyerubi traditional rulers' 
council and also the coordinator, South East 
Christian traditional rulers on mission. I also 
anchor live radio evangelism programme.

Comrade Chuks Ibegbu: Chuks 
Ibegbu is the immediate-past Deputy 
National Publicity Secretary of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo. 

There is no place in the Nigerian 
Constitution where it is written that 
one cannot be a Pastor and at the same 
time a traditional ruler. It depends on 
one's choice. It is even good for one to 
be a Pastor and at same time a 
traditional ruler. It will moderate the 
royal father's life and character which 
is good for his subjects.

Mr Leonard Ogoke, from Isiala Mbano, Imo 
State. An usher in Watchman Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal Movement Church

For me it is not very right. If  one wishes to be a 
traditional ruler, one should be purely a traditional 
ruler and if  one wishes to be a Pastor; such person 
should be purely a pastor.

One is not expected to serve two masters at the 
same time. If  one becomes a pastor and traditional 
ruler at the same time, he will be having divided 
attention which will put him in a confused state 
and not allow him to render quality service.

Mr Cyracus Chioma, of Ihebo na 
Nti, Umudo Obollo, Isiala Mbano 
LGA of Imo State, a village leader.

On being a Pastor and at the same 
time traditional ruler, for me is worth 
doing. There are traditional rulers who 
do not indulge in idol worshiping. 
Such people teach their subjects the 
word of  God. Also being a Pastor will 
help prevent the traditional ruler from 
indulging in any evil practice.

Engr Aghara Jachimma, Department of 
Engineering, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
Awka

It is not right for a pastor to become a traditional 
ruler of  a village because as a christian it's either 
you follow Jesus Chirst and become fishers of  
men or you become a leader and serve men. Being 
an igwe as regards to community seen as the 
cultural institution, some traditional rites is 
expected of  you and as a christian there is no way 
you will be able to perform such. These days you 
see it happening but to tell you our values are 
gradually dying off  and it's absolutely not proper 
and shouldn't be allowed.

Mazi Kindness Jonah:  The Converner, 
Voice from the East, a Non-Governmental 
Organization based in Enugu

It is a good development for one to be a 
Pastor and at the same time a traditional 
ruler. It will make the traditional ruler to 
have the fear of  God. It will make him rule 
his subjects well. However, there could be 
clash of  interest between tradition and 
Christianity if  members of  the traditional 
ruler's cabinet want him to perform certain 
fetish rituals.

The world itself  is dynamic, so it is in order for the two sides to blend for progress of  
humanity.

Chimezie Celestine, a commercial 
driver who resides at Mgbidi, Oru West 
LGA of Imo State:

In my own opinion, somebody being a 
Pastor and at the same time a traditional ruler 
is a welcome development. It does not mean 
that any person who is a traditional ruler is an 
idol worshiper.

Someone is selected as traditional ruler 
based on the believe that he has all it takes to 
lead his people to the promised land.

If  God has already ordained one a Pastor 
and members of  his community considers his 
Godliness and insist that he will be the person 
to lead them, there is nothing wrong with it.

It will give the person the opportunity to 
show people of  his community the way of  the 
Lord.

Ke n e c h u k w u  O n ye k w u l u j e,  S e c u r i t y  
Consultant, Awka, Anambra state.

No, it's not acceptable for a traditional ruler to 
serve as a pastor, it will be very confusing to both 
members, you can't preach about not serving another 
God, and go ahead to do same thing. The holy book 
recorded that one can't serve two masters at the same 
time. He rather chooses one and be more committed 
to avoid the confusion. When one is a traditional 
ruler, he is bestowed with the laws of  the lands to 
govern his people, and being a pastor, one is also 
obliged to serve the congregation. One can't 
contradict himself  so I would rather opt with the idea 
of  giving Ceaser what belongs to Ceaser and to God 
what belongs to God.
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eligion and tradition have so many things in common. As a matter of fact, they go hand –in- hand. Most of the Christian churches like Rthe RomanCatholic promote what is called enculturation. According to Wikipedia, ''Inculturation is the process by which people 
learn the dynamics of their surrounding culture and acquire values and norms appropriate or necessary to that culture and its 

worldviews. As part of this process, the influences that limit, direct, or shape the individual include parents, other adults, and peers''. In that 
process, a pastor, an evangelist, a reverend father and any missionary can also be a traditional ruler and the other way round. The fact is that the 
priest or pastor must do away with all the alleged pagan practices that the Bible and Christianity condemn. And this is where it appears to be 
almost a difficult if not impossible task for a missionary to function in dual capacity as a traditional ruler. This is because the council of chiefs, 
elders and even the kingmakers may oppose the removal of those practices. And the people's verdict…

Is it right for a pastor to also
serve as a traditional ruler?
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he Igbo attach great Tsignificance to names 
hence new born babies 

are given significant and 
meaningful names. The Igbo 
invariably do not believe there is 
nothing in names. Rather, they 
believe and their culture 
supports it. A person's name has 
a lot to tell about him, his 
background or about his parents. 

The Igbo do not just give 
names to their babies. They 
reflect over the whole exercise, 
make some consultations and in 
the time past might even consult 
an oracle or even a diviner. 
Throughout their history, the 
Igbo have placed much of  
emphasis on the type of  names 
they give to their babies. 

In the contemporary world 
including amongst those in 
Diaspora, they no longer contact 
the oracle or things like that. 
They merely reflect over family 
history, tradition and event and 
give a name that might suit not 
only the baby but reminds them 
of  something or give them 
something to ponder over. 

This is why most of  the Igbo 
names have meanings, some of  
them so cryptic that only the 
parents can give the correct 
meanings if  they tell their story. 
Some Igbo names are given only 
to males, others are given to only 
females while a good number 
could be given to both males and 
females. Since most Igbo names 
a r e  e v e n t f u l ,  t h e y  a r e  

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

inexhaustible. That means the 
Igbo will continue to coin names 
as long as events continue to 
happen so long as the Igbo world 
lives. 

For example, four of  my 
children were given names 
which reminds me and my 
spouse of  some of  our (my) 
experiences in life. My daughter 
was born immediately after the 
civil war. And having reflected 
over the events, challenges and 
circumstances which we passed 
through during the civil war, we 
had no problem giving her the 
name, “Kelechi “ (be grateful to 

h e  E j e m e k w u r u Tcommunity in Oguta 
Local Government of  

Imo state has set motion in 
place to restore electricity to 
the area after a long outage.

Speaking during their 
annual convention held on 
E a s t e r  S u n d a y  a t 
Community Central School 
Ejemekwuru, the chairman 
of  the occasion,  Chief  
Emma Agughalam noted 
that the rural electricity 
project  was one of  the 
priority of  the community. 

Newsecho gathered that 
the convention was the first 
public function to be carried 
out by the new town union 
executives in conjunction 

with their traditional ruler 
HRH, Eze Evarest Obiukwu 
Chimaeze, the Ekwuru III of  
Ejemekwuru. 

Agughalam said that 
Ejemekwuru has been in 
darkness for many years. He 
regretted that such ugly 
situation had crippled both 
business and social activities 
in the area. 

He said that the past town 
union executives of  the 
community in all their many 
years of  service to the people 
could not attract electricity to 
the community. He said that 
t h e  n e w  t o w n  u n i o n 
executives would not relent 
until  all  the villages in 
Ejemekwuru are adorned 

with electricity, stating that 
electricity brings about 
civilization and enhances 
business productivity. 

T h e  n e w l y  e l e c t e d 
traditional ruler of  the 
c o m mu n i t y  H R H ,  E z e 
Everest Obiukwu Chima 
expressed happiness over the 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  ye a r ' s 
convention and stated that 
the 2021 edition of  the 
convention is one of  the best 
in the history of  Ejemekwuru 
community.

have reason to be here 
again.”

They equally attacked a 
military base at Umuorji 
o n  O w e r r i -  O n i t s h a 
expressway, burnt one 
soldier in a car and set 
ablaze four operational 
vehicles belonging to the 
military.

A  s o u r c e ,  w h o 
confirmed the murder 
suspec t ' s  r e -a r res t  to 
newsmen, disclosed that he 
had been brought to police 
command headquarters 
and would be charged to 
court in no distant time.

Our cor respondent 
learnt on Thursday that the 
presence of  the suspect in 
his town in Nkwerre in the 
N k w e r r e  L o c a l 

The Imo State Police 
C o m m a n d  h a s 
rearrested a murder 

suspect, Miracle Ajogu, 
w h o  f l e d  f r o m  t h e 
command's custody when 
gunmen on the early hours 
of  Monday attacked the 
p o l i c e  c o m m a n d 
headquarters, razed part of  
i t  and  bur n t  over  50 
vehicles.

T h e 
a t t a c k e r s 
also invaded 
the Owerri 
Correctional 
Centre and 
freed 1,884 
inmates and 
told them to 
go” Jesus has 
r i sen.  You 

Government Area of  the 
state caused panic among 
the villagers.

The source said “The 
police have rearrested one 
Miracle Ajogu of  Onusa 
Nkwerre in Nkwerre LGA 
of  Imo State. He murdered 
h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  w a s 
subsequently arrested. The 
case was transferred to the 
command's headquarters 
in Owerri by the Division.

“He was among the 
suspects that escaped from 
t h e  s t a t e  C r i m i n a l 
Investigation Department 
in Owerri on Monday 
w h e n  t h e  h o o d l u m s 
attacked the headquarters 
of  the police in Imo State.

God) because immediately after 
the war, most of  the children 
born then were giving names 
reflecting the experiences and 
encounter during the war.

Similarly, after passing 
through horrendous experiences 
which I encountered as an 
indigent student in the United 
States, particularly as I was 
diagnosed with a terminal eye 
disease immediately after my 
master's degree, when all hope 
were lost, I managed to obtain a 
doctorate Degree to the greatest 
astonishment of  my colleagues 
and contemporaries. My wife 

and I decided to give our female 
child that came immediately 
after my doctorate degree the 
name, ”Onyechere-who had 
thought that I would overcome 
this challenge.”

There is no doubt that many 
Igbo parents follow this line 
when giving names to new born 
babies. In one of  my books, 
“Foundation of  Igbo Tradition 
and Culture” a chapter on Igbo 
names was added where some 
names and their ontological 
meanings were added (Copies 
still available in our office for 
Igbo  Scholar s,  s tudents,  

traditional 
rulers, etc).

I n  
conclusion, in 

modern time, many 
parents have jettisoned the 
practice of  giving their new born 
b a b i e s  E n g l i s h  n a m e s  
particularly among the educated 
elite. They have come to realise 
that  no English man or 
European gives his child an Igbo 
name such as Chidi, Obioma or 
Njideka, they seem to query the 
rationale of  giving their newly 
born babies English names. 

Even some have continued 
and some have begun to change 
their English names to Igbo 
names  Unfor tuna te ly  in  
accordance with their religious 
belief  until today members of  
the Catholic Church have 
persisted in giving their newly 
born babies names reminiscent 
of  Catholic names such as 
Adolphus, Calistus, Vitus, 
Fortunatus, etc. 

Similarly, Anglican faithful 
have the tendency to give their 
new born babies biblical names 
such as Abraham, Peter for the 
males and Elizabeth, Esther for 
the farmlands. By and large, the 
era of  giving our newly born 
babies  fore ign  names  i s  
disappearing and will continue 
to do so. 

NB: this page is for the 
promotion of  Igbo tradition and 
culture. Therefore, my readers 
a r e  f r e e  t o  c a l l  m e  o n  
08033919188 or send me a 
WhatsApp message via the same 
n u m b e r  o r  e m a i l  
@researchcom3@gmail.com to 
ask questions on any aspect they 
want to know more about.

Tortoise 
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Ontological meanings of  Igbo
names: An Analysis

News
Electricity to be restored

in Imo community 

Fleeing suspect re-arrested

I, formerly known and addressed as 
Ifekwe Chinyere Onyenma, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 

C h u k w u  C h i n ye r e  O n ye n m a .  A l l 
documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 
take note.

Signed:
Chukwu Chinyere Onyenma

Change of Name



everything.”
That ' s  according to 

former Tottenham man 
Jamie O'Hara, who claims 
the Red Devils wouldn't 
appeal in the same way as 
Real Madrid, Barcelona or 

ayern Munich have Bconfirmed 32-year-
o l d  c e n t r e - b a c k 

Jerome Boateng will leave 
when his contract expires at 
the end of  the season, but the 
decision has sparked obvious 
tensions behind the scenes.

Bayern have already signed 
France centre-back Dayot 
U p a m e c a n o,  2 2 ,  f r o m 
Bundesliga rivals RB Leipzig 
for the 2021/22 season, 
e f f e c t i v e l y  h a s t e n i n g 
Boateng's departure.

“That was a joint decision 

of  the club management and 
the coach was also involved,” 
s p o r t s  d i r e c t o r  H a s a n 
Salihamidzic told Sky.

“ I  ex p l a i n e d  t h a t  t o 
Jerome, he understood.”

Boateng was at fault for 
Pa r i s  S a i n t - G e r m a i n ' s 
winning goal as Bayern's 19-
match unbeaten run in the 
Champions League ended as 
they lost 3-2 in Wednesday's 
quarter-final, first leg.

He struggled to mark 
Kylian Mbappe when the 
f leet- footed 22-year-old 
scored the visitors' crucial 
third goal at the Allianz 
Arena with the return to 
come in Paris on Tuesday.

B e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s , 
confirmation of  Boateng's 
exit is causing tension.

On Tuesday, head coach 
Hansi Flick spoke out in 
favour of  keeping the 2014 
World Cup winner, saying 
“everyone knows how I feel 
about Jerome and what 
quality he has”.

Although Salihamidzic 
later said Flick agreed with 

the decision, Bayern's head 
coach suggested otherwise in 
the press conference after 
Wednesday's defeat.

Flick refused to answer 
when asked if  it was the right 
decision to let Boateng leave, 
saying: “I have to answer the 
questions here professionally, 
but I don't have to answer 
everything because I don't 
want to.”

The Bayern boss added 
tersely that he “has to act a 
little — that is also part of  the 
coaching job”.

B o a t e n g  j o i n s  D av i d 
Alaba, another key member 

of  the side which won the 
Champions League title in 
2020, who will also leave at 
the end of  the season.

W h i l e  A l a b a ,  2 8 , 
repeatedly turned down a 
contract extension, Boateng 
was not offered a new deal.

Since joining Bayern in 
2011 from Manchester City, 
B o a t e n g  h a s  w o n  t h e 
Champions League title 
twice, anchoring the defence 
in the treble-winning seasons 
of  2013 and 2020 and won 
the Bundesliga title eight 
times.

Manchester City.
Haaland's scintillating 

form has seen him turn into 
one of  Europe's fastest-rising 
stars and has been linked 
with a move away from 
Dortmund.

Haaland has been linked 
with Madrid, Barcelona, 
City, United and Chelsea.

H o w e v e r ,  O ' H a r a 
believes that the Norway 
inter nat ional  won ' t  be 
heading to Old Trafford 
where he would be in a 'we 
might win something, we 
might not' situation.

The 34-year-old said: 
“They can't get Haaland. I'm 
sorry, but they're not good 

T h e  2 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Norwegian star's current 
deal will expire in 2024, but 
Dortmund could be forced to 
sell him this summer if  they 
fail  to qualify for next 
season's Champions League.

That's not to mention 
that Dortmund could see 
rival European clubs try to 
sign Haaland when his £68m 
release clause becomes 
active in 2022.

enough. Why would he go to 
Man United?

Haaland was in action 
during Dor tmund's  2-1 
defeat to City in the first-leg 
Champions League quarter-
final clash at the Etihad on 
Tuesday.

Dortmund will welcome 
City to the Westfalenstadion 
for the second-leg tie on 14th 
April.

Friday, April 9, 2021 Page 19

SPORTS

orussia Dortmund Bs t r i k e r  E r l i n g 
Haaland will not sign 

for Manchester United as he 
will only be going to a club 
“ w h e r e  h e  i s  w i n n i n g 

rsenal are  ready to 

Ar e i g n i t e  t h e i r 
interest in Crystal 

Palace attacker Wilfried 
Zaha this summer  has been 
revealed.

The Gunners' pursuit of  
t h e  I v o r y  C o a s t 
international in 2019 was 
well-documented, but their 
reported bid of  £40m fell 
well below Palace's £80m 
asking price, and Zaha 
remained at Selhurst Park 
despite his supposed desire 
to leave.

Unai Emery's Arsenal 
eve n t u a l ly  m ove d  f o r 
Nicolas Pepe instead, but 
the £72m winger has blown 
hot and cold in England 
since arriving from Lille, 
a n d  M i k e l  A r t e t a  i s 
allegedly keen to strike a 
deal for his compatriot.

According to 90Min, the 
Gunners will look to make 
another attempt at prising 
Zaha away from Selhurst 
Park this summer, but they 
would have to sell before 
they can buy, and Palace are 

open to cashing in for a 
lower figure given their own 
need to raise funds.

The report adds that 
Zaha would prefer to stay in 
the English capital, despite 
interest from clubs in Ligue 
1 and Serie A, but neither 
Chelsea nor Tottenham 
Hotspur are contemplating 
a move for the 28-year-old 
this time around.

Zaha's existing deal with 
the Eagles expires in 2023, 
and he boasts a total of  nine 
goals and two assists from 
2 2  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e 
appearances this term.

Man U not good enough to signMan U not good enough to sign
Dortmund Star Erling HaalandDortmund Star Erling Haaland
Man U not good enough to sign
Dortmund Star Erling Haaland

Gunners re-launch interest in
Palace attacker Wilfried Zaha

Boateng's fast-tracked
exit plans sparks tension
at Bayern Munich
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ernot Rohr's Super 

GEagles  a re  now 
rated as the 32nd 

best football playing nation 
in the world.

T h e  2 0 1 3  A f r i c a n 
champions climbed four 
places in April's rankings 

thletes and officials at 

Athe ongoing National 
Sports Festival in 

Edo Sta te  say  they  are 
confused over the conflicting 
information passed by the 
Federal Ministry of  Sports 
and the Local Organising 
Committee. 

Some of  the athletes and 
officials who spoke to our 
correspondent lamented that 
they are at crossroads on 
whether to prepare to contest 
or pack their belongings. 

According to them, some 
of  the LOC officials have 
stopped attending to them at 
the venue of  the competition. 

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
gathered that activities at the 

festival went on low-key when 
the news of  the postponement 
spread Thursday morning. 

“We don't even know what 
is going on again. We are all 
confused here. I hope that 
things will get clearer after 
12noon,” an official told our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o n  t h e 
telephone. 

The confusion began 
when the LOC announced 
that the festival will end 
abruptly by 12 noon over the 
Federal Government's failure 
to release funds. 

A few hours after the LOC 
announcement, the sports 
ministry insisted that the 
festival would continue. 

The Coordinator of  Media 

and Publicity, National Sports 
Festival, Ebomhiana Musa, 
h a d  i n  a  s t a t e m e n t  o n 
Wednesday night, said the 
d e c i s i o n  t o  e n d  t h e 
competition was taken at an 
emergency meeting of  the 
Local Organising Committee 
headed by Edo State Deputy 
Governor, Philip Shaibu. 

Musa said, “The Local 
Organi s ing  Commit tee, 
Edo2020 regrets to announce 
that it will end the games 
abruptly tomorrow, Thursday, 
April 8, 2021, for lack of  
funds. 

“Regrettably, the FG is yet 
to redeem its  pledge to 
support us as the host state 
financially for the cost of  
postponements. So, we are left 
with no option but to end the 

Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
Development. 

“The Ministry has since 
been at work to secure the 
financial assistance which it 
believes is being processed. 
The MYSD and EDSG are 
determined to del iver  a 
successful National Sports 
Festival.” 

games at noon tomorrow.” 
React ing,  the federal 

government in a statement by 
Ramon Balogun, Assistant 
Director Press Ministry of  
Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
Development, on Thursday 
morning, said, “The Ministry 
o f  Yo u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
Development has clarified 
that the 20th National Sports 
Festival, Edo 2020, is going 
o n  a s  p l a n n e d  w i t h 
competitions going on as 
scheduled. 

“For the records, the Edo 
State government due to the 
c o s t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
postponements occasioned by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
requested financial assistance 
from the Federal government 
through the Ministry of  

released by the Federation of  
In te r na t iona l  Footba l l 
Association on Thursday.

In the month under 
review, Nigeria garnered 
1487 points to become the 
third-best  team on the 
continent after overtaking 

Algeria and Morocco.
This leap is not far- 

fetched from the country's 
impressive results during last 
month's  Africa Cup of  
Nations qualifiers against 
Benin Republic and Lesotho.

Paul Onuachu's last-gasp 

header helped Rohr's team 
silence the Squirrels at the 
Stade Charles de Gaulle, 
Porto-Novo. Three days 
later, they defeated Thabo 
Senong's Crocodiles at the 
Teslim Balogun Stadium.

Despite dropping two 

places, Senegal are ranked 
first in Africa and 22nd in the 
world with 1542 points while 
Tunisia's Carthage Eagles – 
w h o  a r e  u n m o v e d  – 
remained 26th globally and 
second in  Afr ica  a f te r 
accruing 1512 points.

Guinea Bissau are the 
biggest movers in April – 
moving a massive eleven 
places to the 108th position 
in the world while Nambia 
are ranked 111th with a 10-
place move.

Fo r  A f r i c a  C u p  o f  
Nations debutants Comoros, 
losing 4-0 to Mohamed 
Salah's Egypt on the last day 
of  their Afcon qualification 

Executive Chairman, 
Lagos State Sports 
Commission, Sola 

Aiyepeku has said they hope 
to motivate the athletes with 
an instant reward for their 
performance at the ongoing 
2 0 t h  N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s 
Festival taking place in 
Benin.

He however, said that he 
expects the athletes to put up 

a good performance with the 
motivation put in place.

He said that the athletes 
are well motivated to excel at 
the 'Edo 2020'  Games, 
adding that expectations are 
high for Team Lagos to 
compete favourably against 
their counterparts from 
other states.

“Our job is to make sure 
the athletes are happy as 
much as we can make them 
and that is what we have 

been telling 
t h e m  a l l 
a l o n g .  I ' m 
happy  tha t 
eve r y t h i n g 
c a m e 
through just 
b e f o r e  t h e 
g a m e s  a n d 
they are very 
happy and in 
h i g h 
spirits…”

Because 
if  you get a 
g o o d 
q u a l i f y i n g 
t i m e  h e r e, 

you can get to the Tokyo 
O l y m p i c s .  T h e y  a r e 
motivated and we have 
instant cash rewards for 
medalists at the ongoing 
games. We are happy and on 
ground to back the athletes 
and ensure that they excel,” 
Aiyepeku said.

drop a place in the ratings – 
to be ranked no. 36 in Africa 
and 131st worldwide.

The order of  the top six 
has  not  changed,  wi th 
Belgium leading the pack 
w h i l e  F r a n c e,  B r a z i l , 
England, Portugal and Spain 
follow in that order

European side Armenia 

(90 ,  +9 )  a re  the  mos t 

improved side in terms of  

points thanks to a gain of  

40.28 points, while African 

side Malawi (115, +8), Cape 

Verde (73, +7), and Ethiopia 

( 1 4 0 ,  + 6 ) ,  a l s o  m a d e 

significant progress. 
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Owerri attack:
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Abia farmers worry
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clash over fund

Lagos promises instant
reward
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