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By Uzoma Ogoke

S
equel to the East-
er Monday early 
morning attack by 

gunmen on police and 
prisons headquarters in 
Imo state and releasing 
of  some inmates, the 
former Inspector Gener-
al of  Police (IGP), Mu-
hammed Adamu has 
ordered the immediate 
deployment of  addition-
al units of  police mobile 
force and other police 
tactical squads to Imo 
State.

He said the redeploy-
ment was to strengthen 
security in the State and 
prevent further attacks 
on security formations 
or any other critical na-
tional infrastructure in 
the State. 

This was contained in 
a press release endorsed 
by the Force Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer (FP-
PRO), Mr. Frank Mba 
which disclosed that 
preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that 
the attackers, who came 
in their numbers, with 
sophisticated weapons, 
such as General Pro-
pelled Machine Guns 
(GPMGs), Sub-Machine 
Guns (SMGs), AK49 
rifles, Rocket Propelled 
Grenades (RPGs), Im-
provised Explosive De-

Imo attack: IGP deploys reinforcement,
investigation team

vices (IEDs), are mem-
bers of  the proscribed 
Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB)/East-
ern Security Network 
(ESN). 

It said the attempt by 
the attackers to gain ac-
cess to the police armory 
at the Headquarters was 
totally and appropriately 
resisted by police oper-
atives on duty who re-
pelled the attackers and 
prevented them from 
breaking-in and looting 
the armory. 

“The armory is thus 
intact! Similarly, the po-
lice suffered no human 
casualty, apart from a 
police constable who 
sustained a minor bullet 
wound on his shoulder. 

“Meanwhile, one of  the 
operational vehicles of  
the attackers has been re-
covered by the Police and 
is currently being subject-
ed to forensic scrutiny 
and investigations”. 

According to the press 
release by Mba, the for-
mer IGP, who described 
the deliberate and crim-
inal attacks on security 
operatives as an attack 
on the soul of  our na-
tion, has enjoined lead-
ers in Imo State, South-
East and other parts of  
the country to speak out 
against the unfolding vio-
lence and criminality.

“Adamu called on cit-
izens to avail the police 
and other security agen-
cies with useful infor-
mation that can assist in 
identifying and arresting 
the criminals. He vowed 
that the perpetrators will 
be brought to book, not-
ing that the force is doing 
all within its powers to 
curb the activities of  un-
scrupulous elements hell-
bent on threatening the 
unity, safety, security and 
socio-economic wellbe-
ing of  Nigerians.

Meanwhile, the Con-
troller General of  the Ni-
gerian Correctional Ser-
vice has confirmed that 
a total number of  1, 844 
inmates escaped after the 
attackers blew open the 
custodial centre.

This was contained in 
a Press release signed on 
behalf  of  the Acting Con-
troller-General of  Cor-
rections, John Mrabure 
by the Public Relations 
Officer, Francis Enobore.

The press release partly 
read: “The Owerri Cor-
rectional Centre in Imo 
State has been attacked 
by gunmen who force-
fully released a total of  
1,844 inmates in custody. 

“The attackers who 
stormed the facility at 
about 0215hrs on Mon-
day 5th April, 2021, 
gained entrance into the 

yard by using explosives 
to blast the administra-
tive block.

“They arrived the cen-
tre in their large numbers 
in several Hilux pick-up 
vans and Sienna Buses, 
armed with sophisticated 
weapons and immediate-
ly engaged the security 
personnel on duty in a 
fierce gun battle. They 
eventually detonated 

From Chukwudi Chidiebere,
Port Harcourt 

T
he Abalama com-
munity in Asa-
ri-Toru Local Gov-

ernment Area of  Rivers 
State, has applauded 
the Niger Delta Devel-
opment Commission 
(NDDC) for executing a 
sand filling and reclama-
tion project in the area.  
Speaking during a 

pre-commissioning in-
spection by NDDC of-
ficials, the traditional 
ruler of  Abalama, King 
Atikinson Big Tom Tom 
noted that the NDDC 
had saved the commu-
nity from perennial ero-
sion and flooding.
The monarch, who 

spoke through the Com-

NDDC commended for tackling
erosion, flooding menace

munity Secretary, Mr. 
Harry Forsbrey, said that 
the reclamation project 
was very important to 
Abalama people because 
it had increased their 
land space. He appealed 
to the NDDC to also 
award a shore protection 
contract to ensure that 
the reclaimed areas were 
not washed away over 
time.
Another member of  

the community and 
the contractor for the 
project, Chief  Michael 
West, commended the 
NDDC for giving his 
people more land to live 
on, noting that the area 
which was previously a 
mangrove swamp had 
been sand filled.
He said that the con-

the explosive to gain en-
trance”.

The release said the 
Acting Controller-Gen-
eral of  Corrections, John 
Mrabure has ordered a 
comprehensive investi-
gation into the incident 
and in collaboration with 
other security organiza-
tions, commence a search 
and recover operation to 
recapture the fleeing in-
mates.   

It said while appeal-
ing to the good citizens 
of  Imo State and indeed 
Nigerians to volunteer 

useful intelligence that 
will facilitate the recovery 
effort, the Ag. Control-
ler-General assures that 
the security of  custodial 
centres in the country re-
mains sacrosanct.

“He equally directed all 
officers attached to cus-
todial facilities to remain 
vigilant at this trying mo-
ment in our history”.

The release disclosed 
that as at the last count, 
6 inmates have voluntar-
ily returned to the facility 
while 35 inmates refused 
to escape from custody 
during the attack.

tract, which was award-
ed in 2014, had been 
completed with the rec-
lamation of  214, 653 
square metres, as well as 
perimeter containment 
bund wall for the areas 
reclaimed. The project, 
he added, included con-
struction of  concrete line 
drains.
Speaking at the project 

site, the NDDC Direc-
tor of  Project Manage-
ment Department, Engr. 
Julius Tonye-George, 
restated the resolve of  
the Commission’s Inter-
im Administrator, Mr. 
Efiong Akwa, to ensure 
that all on-going projects 
across the region were 
completed and commis-
sioned for the benefit of  
the people.

Anambra communities call for 
equipping of vigilante group
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

F
ollowing recent 
chain of  attacks on 
individuals and secu-

rity personnel in Anambra 
State, the State Association 
of  Town Unions (ASATU) 
has urged the state govern-
ment to consider upgrad-
ing operational status of  
Anambra vigilante services 
with provision of  logistics 
to complement their efforts 
tofor more effective and ef-
ficient security services de-
livery in the State.

In a Press statement made 
available to News Echo in 
Awka over the weekend, 
the association bemoaned 
what it called unwarrant-
ed, vicious and calculated 
attack on the corporate ex-

istence of   Anambra state, 
describing it as unaccept-
able and urged government 
and security agencies to 
take more proactive meas-
ures in order to contain the 
terror being unleashed by 
gunmen.

The statement by the 
National President of  
ASATU, Barrister Titus 
Akpudo recalled the re-
cent kidnap and murder of  
the President-General of  
Omor community in Ay-
amelum local government 
area, Barrister Francis On-
wuachi, as well as attack 
on frontline Governorship 
aspirant in Anambra state 
and former Governor of  
the Central Bank of  Ni-
geria, Professor Chukwu-
ma Soludo, leading to the 
death of  three Policemen 
and abduction (released) of  

Council of chiefs mourns 
Olu of Warri
From Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

T
he Warri Tradi-
tional Council of  
Chiefs has formal-

ly announced the pass-
ing unto glory of  His 
Majesty, Ogiame Iken-
woli, the Olu of  Warri.
The pronouncement 

was made on Monday by 
Chief  Atserunleghe.  He  
said that in accordance 
with the Itsekiri customs 
and traditions, the high 
chief  symbolically per-
formed the breaking of  
three earthen (native) 
pots containing white 
native chalks, one after 
the other on the floor at 

the royal precincts.
Palace sources told 

our correspondent that 
he exclaimed “Aleje-
fun-ooooh”, after each 
pot was broken, which 
was accompanied by 
twenty (20) cannon 
shots.
According to the pal-

ace sources, the twenty 
cannon shots signified 
the twenty Olus that 
had reigned over Iwere 
(Itsekiri) land so far, of  
which the departed Olu 
Ikenwoli was the twen-
tieth.
At the end of  the tra-

ditional rites, Chief  At-
serunleghe announced 
Tsola Emiko as the 

... Prisons say 1,844 inmates escaped

... 35 refused to escape, six voluntarily returned

a serving Commissioner.
While noting that South 

Easterners, especially An-
ambra citizens, are not 
known for wanton blood-
shed, owing to value at-
tached to human lives, add-
ing That Anambra, under 
the Willie Obiano adminis-
tration, has been adjudged 
a peaceful state in terms of  
security, which should not 
be allowed to degenerate 
into a state of  lawlessness.

While sympathizing with 
families of  the gallant of-
ficers who paid the ultimate 
price and heads of  security 
agencies in the state on the 
loss of  their men in the at-
tacks, ASATU applauded 
the Anambra State govern-
ment and security agencies 
for standing up to tackle 
the rising cases of  insecuri-
ty in the state.

Olu-designate, which 
was accompanied by 
wild ovation from Itse-
kiri sons and daughters 
present at the event. He 
said the Itsekiri people 
would be in a mourning 
mood for the next three 
months till the burial 
rite of  the monarch is 
concluded.
“All Itsekiri adults both 

male and female will 
put their clothes upside 
down throughout this 
period of  mourning. 
“No party, no drum-
ming or merriment of  
any sort in Itsekiri land, 
until the burial is over 
and new Olu Installed,” 
he had said.
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

P
olice Operatives at-
tached to Anambra 
State Command have 

gone offensive against crim-
inal elements in the State, 
leading to the successful ar-
rest of  six (6) criminal sus-
pects involved in offenses of  
unlawful possession of  fire 
arms, stealing and cultism. 

News Echo gathered that 
the arrest led to recovery of  
one locally-made pistol with 
two live cartridges, one Lex-
us jeep and two tricycles.

The State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, DSP 

Ikenganya Tochukwu, who 
disclosed this in a statement 
in Awka, on Monday, said 
acting on credible infor-
mation while on surveil-
lance duty, Operatives of  
the Command attached to 
Ihilala Police Division, on 
4/4/2021 at about 1820hrs, 
arrested one Chike Obi ‘m’ 
28 years, of  Umudubiri 
Uzoakwa Ihiala and Oko-
sis Udeagu ‘m’ 23 years, of  
Uhuobo Okija. One local-
ly-made pistol with two live 
cartridges was recovered 
from them. They both con-
fessed to being members of  
a deadly cult group. 

Similarly, following a com-

plaint received at Inland 
Police Division Onitsha on 
22/04/2021, that a Lex-
us 330 SUV got missing in 
a carwash, along heritage 
road, and all efforts made 
to locate the vehicle and the 
car washer proved abortive, 
Police Operatives attached 
to the Division swung into 
action and arrested two (2) 
suspects: one Pius Aidam 
‘m’ of  Omogba phase 2 in-
land town, Onitsha and Ef-
fiong Udeme Elder ‘m’ of  
No. 47 Idore Street, Uyo, 
Akwa Ibom State and recov-
ered the said Car.  He said 
preliminary investigation 
revealed that the car was sto-

Anambra police arrests six suspected
criminals, recovers vehicles, 2 tricycles

Igwe Lawrence Agubuzu welcoming VC, NOUN, Professor Olufemi Peters at his palace.

Owerri jail break: Hold 
Uzodimma responsible
- Ohanaeze Ndigbo
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide had de-
scribed the uprisings, 

waves of  violence in Imo 
state within the last few 
days as a sign of  full bloom 
banditry on the way.

The group said the attack 
seems revengeful and repris-
al against the government 
of  Imo State in response 
to Governor Hope Uzod-
inma’s words that he or-
dered for military airstrikes 
against Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) and IPOB 
members in Orlu recently. 

Addressing newsmen in 
Aba, Ohanaeze faction-
al leadership led by High 
Chief  Chidi Ibeh, President 
General and Mazi Oke-
chukwu Isiguzoro, Secre-
tary General said they had 
cautioned Imo State Gover-
nor on the matter, but noth-

ing came out of  it.
“Ohanaeze Ndigbo had 

previously warned Gover-
nor Hope Uzodinma of  the 
consequences of  his impul-
sive actions against ESN in 
appeasement of  his paymas-
ters.

“Imo state governor 
should now accept the full 
responsibilities of  violence 
perpetrated in Owerri on 
early hours of  Easter Mon-
day and his leadership fail-
ures to constructively pur-
sue peace instead of  opting 
for military action against 
peaceful Biafra agitators in 
Orlu recently. 

“The pattern and uniform-
ity of  the modus of  operan-
di of  the perpetrators, shows 
there are evidences of  a well 
coordinated serial attacks in 
almost police stations in all 
Igbo states at early hours of  
each day with the sole tar-
gets of  amassing arms for 
the possibly full scale ban-

ditry in the Southeast.
“The new dimensions of  

attacks at Owerri correc-
tional facility, points that, 
the perpetrators had equally 
released their members re-
cently incarcerated by Imo 
state Governor over Orlu 
crisis.”

Ohanaeze therefore calls 
for ceasefire and remind-
ed the perpetrators that 
dialogue remains the best 
weapon of  resolving con-
flicts and disputes.

The group said that there 
are laid down procedures 
to nip at the bud the fast 
rising monsters in South-
east, which requires dras-
tic measures and proffered 
what it termed solutions for 
permanent ceasefire.

Listing the solutions, 
Ohanaeze said, “Governor 
Hope Uzodinma should 
tender unreserved apologies 
to Ndigbo for his non con-
sultative military actions in 

len and taken to Uyo Awka 
Ibom State.

In another development, 
following series of  com-
plaints of  tricycles being re-
moved from where parked 
along Boromeo Roundabout 
in Onitsha North LGA, Po-
lice Operatives attached to 
Inland Police Station on 
30/3/2021, arrested one 
Isienyi Joshua ‘M’ aged 22 
and Chinemere Emenike 
‘M’aged 19 years and re-
covered two tricycles.  They 
both confessed to being 
members of  a criminal syn-
dicate specialized in stealing 
tricycles within Onitsha and 
its environs.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he National Chair-
man, Youth Wing, 
Christian Associ-

ation of  Nigeria (YOW-
ICAN), Amb. Beluso-
chukwu Michael Enwere 
has called on citizens, es-
pecially Christians to live 
in unity.

In a statement made 
available to our reporter 
on Sunday, Belusochuk-
wu advised Christ fol-
lowers to use the Easter 
celebration to reflect on 
“the unconditional love 
Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour, has for the 
world to the extent that 
He gave His life for our 
salvation”. 

Belusochukwu remind-
ed that Christ resurrec-
tion had brought human-
ity close to God, saying 
His sacrifice was a lesson 
for young people to learn 
what sacrifice portends 
and the benefit it can 
bring to mankind gener-
ally and individually.

“I call on all, whether 
Christian or Muslim, to 
emulate Christ and sacri-
fice something for the so-

YOWICAN calls citizens
to live in unity, condemns
incessant attacks 

ciety, neighbors, families 
and yourselves. Young 
people are the change 
agents, let us not ask our-
selves who will change 
our nation for the better. 
You and I are the ones 
that will cause the de-
sired change our nation 
needs. Change begins 
with you and I. Youths 
should look in the mir-
ror and ask how they can 
change society for bet-
ter”, he added.

However, YOWICAN 
condemned the recent 
killings of  innocent peo-
ple in Ebonyi, Enugu and 
Benue State, demanding 
justice, asking those who 
do evil to repent and fear 
God.

“Let us emulate Christ 
and have a change of  
heart. Turn from our evil 
ways to good. Let this 
Easter be the beginning 
of  a positive change in 
our nation, Africa and 
the world at large. I join 
well-meaning Christian 
faithful to thank God 
for giving us the grace to 
witness this year’s Easter 
celebration”, he main-
tained.

By Uzoma Ogoke

A 
soc io -po l i t i ca l 
pressure group in 
Imo State, Con-

cerned Imo Citizens for 
Good Governance has 
condemned the dissolu-
tion of  democratically 
elected president generals 
across autonomous com-
munities in Imo State by 
the state government led 
by Senator Hope Uzod-
imma.

The group also vehe-
mently condemned what 
it called the imposition of  
party faithful of  the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) as replacement 
for the president generals. 
This was contained in a 
press release endorsed 
by the convener of  the 
group, Comr. Duru Dan-
iels and made available 
to News Echo. Excerpts 
of  the press release read: 
“Governor Hope Uzo-
dinma should watch it 
before he falls into a very 
big political ditch with 
Imo people. Opinion poll 

Concerned Imo Citizens 
for Good Governance 
condemns imposition of 
president-generals

and survey have shown 
that over 90% of  Imo 
people have rejected the 
dissolution of  the town 
unions and the imposi-
tion of  party faithful as 
president generals.

“If  the governor wants 
to form a political struc-
ture, let him do it with 
the APC believers and 
followers, and not by 
forcing everybody in Imo 
into it.”Let him concen-
trate on the more serious 
governance issues beg-
ging for attention in Imo. 
Prominent among such 
issues is the non-payment 
of  salary of  Imo workers 
and pensioners.

“Once again, we join 
other well-meaning Imo-
lites to say no to the ille-
gal dissolution and impo-
sition of  the town unions 
in Imo. Let the governor 
be reminded that Imo is 
bigger than all of  us, and 
Imo belongs to all of  us. 
We want good govern-
ance and not politiciza-
tion”. The press release 
warned.

Orlu crisis and incarcera-
tion of  innocent people and 
rescind most of  his unpop-
ular anti Igbo decisions and 
policies. 

“Southeast Governors 
must establish the regional 
Southeast security Network 
to engage the Youths to de-
fend our territories without 
further delay with full back-
ing of  the law.

“The EndSARS FG youth 
empowerment funds should 
be shared equitably in all the 
95 LGAs of  Southeast and 
anti open grazing laws must 
be uniformly enacted in all 
the Southeast House of  As-
semblies and signed into 
law by Southeast Governors 
without further delay. 

“Southeast governors 
should de-proscribe the ac-
tivities of  IPOB and per-
suade FG to remove the 
terrorist tag on them”, he 
advised.
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Wednesday, April 7, 2021

t was a rude shock for the Iresidents of Owerri when they 
woke up to a black Easter 

Monday marred by a violent jail 
break in which nearly two 
t h o u s a n d  i n m a t e s  o f  t h e  
correctional home secured their 
'forced' freedom.

The night breaking the Easter 
Monday morning had gun shots 
booming all over the night 
disturbing the peace of many 
Christians and other residents who 
had awaited a joyous celebration. 
Owerri people got what they never 
bargained for.

 The attack on Owerri prison 
and the State Police headquarters 
have added to elongate the sad 
tales of serial violent attacks that 
had characterized the Igbo land in 
the past couple of weeks. Igbo land 
is  known for  i ts  peaceful  
disposition and never in the history 
of this country is it known that the 
Igbo attacked any person or group 
of persons

The aggression each time has 
always been against them. It is on 
this premise that many are 
confused over the spate of violent 
attack especially against the police 
which has engulfed every state in 
the South East. While some people 
may have fingered the Eastern 
Security Network (ESN) which it 
has also denied, as possible 
culprits others look in the direction 
of herdsmen who they argue may 
have infiltrated the area just to 
foment trouble in the manner of 
the northern experience

Few days ago, an Ebonyi 
community witnessed the loss of 
20 people in violent attacks by 
herdsmen during which many 
others were rendered homeless. 
Shortly before that Onitsha had its 
own share of  killing which 
prompted military presence in the 
area. Imo and Abia have had scores 
of policemen and police stations 
attacked and burnt. Ditto for 
Enugu State.

T h e s e  c l e a r l y  a r e  s a d  
developments, a marked departure 
from the peace and serene 
environment the south east is 
known for. 

The Owerri incident holds a lot 
of food for thought. It raises a very 
big question on the capacity of the 
security operatives to protect lives 
and properties which as the agents 
of government it is their direct 
responsibility to do. The audacity 
of the gun men to venture into the 
domain of the police and leave 
unscathed speaks volumes. How 
safe is the common man we ask?

That many Nigerians are still 
bearing very sophisticated assault 
rifles again raises questions on the 
success or otherwise of the police 
authorities efforts in mopping up 
arms. This has revealed that huge 
cache of arms must be in the hands 
of many Nigerians, no wonder the 
increasing level of armed attack 
everywhere you go.

A quick fall out of the Owerri 
incident is the speed with which 
Gov Okezie Ikpeazu imposed 
curfew in the two major cities of 
the state, Aba and Umuahia, if 
anything to prevent a similar 
occurrence in the state. The 
implications of the curfew on 
economic and social activities are 
not lost on the people  

News Echo is alarmed at the 
recent development which may be 
exposing the South East to the 
wrath of the military operatives. 
We frown at this ugly situation 
which may be putting the lives of 
innocent people at risk should 
there be a military response to the 
matter. The matter of Orlu where 
the Imo governor involved military 
operation is a case in point. 

The South East political leaders 
and indeed all stakeholders should 
rise to this challenge and put a final 
halt to it before it hits an 
uncontrollable dimension. A stitch 
in time saves nine.

Owerri jail break and
heightened insecurity
in South East
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Discourse

By Tunde Odesola 

I 
laughed upon remem-
bering Chief  Zebrudaya 
Okoroigwe Nwogbo alias 
4:30, and a proverb came 

to mind: “If  deaths are strike 
dead the slow-motion chamele-
on with reckless abandon, why 
shall it not quench the jumpy-
jumpy frog with instant auto-
matic alacrity? Tell me!” 

Chief  Zebrudaya, the patriarch 
of  Nigeria’s funniest English sit-
com, New Masquerade, didn’t 
vocalize the above-written prov-
erb, that’s my inexpert creation. 

If  he verbalised the proverb, 
Zebby, as his beautiful wife, 
Ovularia, lovingly calls him, 
would crack up viewers with 
his bombast while the funniest 
clowns in the history of  clown-
ing, Giringory Akabogu and 
Clarus, would burst out from 
the kitchen dragging an empty 
pot of  soup between them and 
arguing over who owns Nigeria, 
cows or citizens. 

In relation to Nigeria’s politi-
cal context, the imagery of  the 
chameleon in the first paragraph 
is a symbolism for the June 12 
1993 presidential election won 
by the late Chief  MKO Abiola 
but which was truncated by the 
northern oligarchy in collusion 
with a few greedy collaborators 
from other parts of  the country. 

Conversely, the presidential 
ambition of  a National Leader 
of  the All Progressives Con-
gress, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, I 
typify with the ‘jumpy-jumpy’ 
frog, patiently being awaited by 
the same oligarchy that killed 
MKO’s dream, along with their 
collaborators. 

I plead not to be misinterpret-
ed. Asiwaju enjoys the rights in 
the Nigerian Constitution to as-
pire to any political post in the 
land. But something is morally 
amiss if  Tinubu – without pub-
licly apologising for the 2015 
deadwood presidential ambition 
he sandpapered and sold to Ni-
gerians – is preparing to succeed 
the Katsina general whose mal-
administration has run Nigeria 
aground. 

I wonder what would be Tinu-
bu’s catchphrase in the 2023 
presidential election. Would 
it be, “BAT: Consolidation of 
Sai Baba’s inglorious years?” or 
“Vote Jagaban to correct APC’s 
disastrous years?” or “Asiwaju: 
Leave story, jeun soke.” 

Seriously, wailing and laugh-
ter are strange bedfellows. But 
when they work hand-in-glove, 
the Yoruba would say, “Oro bu-
ruku tohun terin.” Sometimes, 
nature could be as naughty as 
the proverbial case of  Ibiye, 
whose goat was blind in the left 
eye while Ibiye was blind in the 
right. 

The current situation of  Nige-
ria is tragic, no doubt. What’s 

Buhari: Nigeria’s clueless messiah
staring Nigeria in the face is no 
laughing matter at all. But in 
our tragic haven, the mind must 
escape to laughter, occasionally, 
otherwise mortuaries and asy-
lums will boom in doom. 

Although it’s obvious that Ni-
geria should declare national 
emergency in critical aspects of 
the economy, the Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd.) re-
gime is totally clueless in halting 
the drift into abyss. 

The green-white-green ‘abiku’ 
has snatched the sacrificial pot 
at the crossroads, and smashed 
it on the bald head of  the tall 
and bony herbalist. The old sol-
dier called upon to help kill the 
roving hyena in the farmland 
has ended up in the belly of  the 
beast. 

Sadly, Nigeria’s plight is akin 
to the case of  Senegalese-born 
French midfielder Jean-Pierre 
Adams who underwent surgery 
for a knee injury in 1982, but 
hasn’t come out of  coma 39 
years after due to negligence on 
the part of  the surgeon that per-
formed the surgery. 

For the unfortunate Adams, his 
surgeon carved him the pathway 
to eternal dungeon just like Ni-
geria’s messiah, Buhari, has un-
blushingly broken the covenants 
of  hope he made to the people 
in 2015 and 2019, making the 
country worse than he met it.

Shortly before he became Pres-
ident, Buhari, during his famous 
2015 Chatham House speech 
in England, urged Nigeria to 
choose either voting for conti-
nuity of  failure or progressive 
change. 

At the Chatham House, Bu-
hari thundered, “Boko Haram 
has sadly put Nigeria on the ter-
rorism map, killing more than 
13,000 of  our people…What 
has been consistently lacking is 
the required leadership in our 
battle against insurgency…” 

Then he told a fat lie, “If  I am 
elected President, the world will 
have no cause to worry about 
Nigeria…No inch of  Nigeria 
will ever be lost to the enemy 
because we will pay special at-
tention to the welfare of  our sol-
diers in and out of  service…

Today, Buhari, who promised 
to ‘lead from the front’, is in 
obodo Oyinbo for a ‘routine’ 
medical  check when his coun-
try’s medical doctors are on 
strike and his kingdom has been 
lost to insecurity. 

If  Buhari’s trip was truly rou-
tine, why didn’t he show sympa-
thy to sick Nigerian masses who 

can’t afford to waste taxpayers’ 
money on frivolous medical 
trips abroad, by commenting on 
the strike and giving the people 
hope? 

If  the head injury suffered in a 
lone motorbike racing accident 
by Yusuf, his son, had occurred 
on the day of  his departure to 
England, would Buhari have 
travelled without his son?

Twice, Nigerians were 
scammed big time by Buhari 
and his co-political adventurers. 
When thunderclaps bellowed 
six years ago, the masses hur-
riedly emptied their earthen pots 
in anticipation of  fresh rainwa-
ter. Now, the thunderclaps have 
ceased without a raindrop. 

More than half  of  the land 
was fooled. Gauntness was mis-
taken for lack of  greed. Stony 
eyes were mistaken for pene-
trating focus on integrity. Now, 
everything has gone skyrocket 
with the wind. 

How did we not know that 
this messiah had his children 
in schools abroad? How did we 
ever think he was part of  us? 
How did we not know he would 
fail to publicly disclose his as-
sets? How did we not know that 
Goodluck Jonathan was only 
shoeless and clueless but Buhari 
is visionless and listless? How 
did we not know that messiah 
Buhari would turn the presi-
dential fleet of  planes into play-
things for his daughter to hop on 
for photoshoots? 

During the government of 
Saint Buhari, corruption aban-
doned its posh house at the Ni-
gerian National Petroleum Cor-
poration and built a mansion 
inside the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission, shed-
ding its milk teeth of  Jonathan 
years for the fangs, premolars 
and molars of  the Buhari years. 

My country people, I re-
peat, wailing and laughter are 

strange bedfellows. When they 
work hand-in-glove, the Yoruba 
would say, “Oro buruku tohun 
terin.” 

Since our President has left us to 
our fate, we mustn’t wait in sad-
ness for the merchants of  death 
that kill daily. I mean, let’s amuse 
ourselves before the kidnappers 
storm; let’s share a laugh before 
herdsmen arrive to rape, maim, 
kill and get rewarded in return. 

It’s only in Buhari country that 
the police would arrest the trader 
assaulted in Abuja by the Chair-
man, Code of  Conduct Tribunal, 
Danladi Umar, who is a judge. 
It’s only in Buhari land that the 
coach of  the Super Eagles, Ger-
not Rohr, would leave out players 
scoring goals in top-class leagues 
and invite players without teams 
for matches.

Ethnically and religiously, Bu-
hari has polarised the land, other-
wise, the type of  heavy fine met-
ed out to the ‘misyarning’ pastor 
in obodo Oyinbo should have 
been meted out to all the leaders 
misleading Nigerians into believ-
ing that COVID is unreal, send-
ing many to their graves. 

It’s only in Buhari’s Nigeria 
that corruption presses charges 
against integrity. Insanity, please, 
give us a break. 

 

Buhari

“ How did we not know that this messiah had his children in schools abroad? 
How did we ever think he was part of us? How did we not know he would fail to 
publicly disclose his assets? How did we not know that Goodluck Jonathan was 
only shoeless and clueless but Buhari is visionless and listless? How did we not 
know that messiah Buhari would turn the presidential �eet of planes into play-
things for his daughter to hop on for photoshoots? “
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he Academic Staff  Union Tof  Polytechnics (ASUP) 
h a s  c o m m e n c e d  a n 

indefinite strike nationwide.
Leadership of  the union led by 

its president, Anderson Ezeibe 

elta State University DTe a c h i n g  H o s p i t a l 
(DELSUTH) Oghara, 

has raised the alarm over what it 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ f r a u d u l e n t 
employment adverts” in the 
public space, urging people to 
disregard such. DELSULTH gave 
the warning in a statement by Mr. 
E m m a n u e l  I t e m e,  P u b l i c 

h e  A k w a  I b o m 

TC o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 

E d u c a t i o n ,  M r s 

Idongesit Etiebiet, says the state 

government spends N1.5 billion 

yearly on external examinations 

in public secondary schools in the 

state. Etiebiet made the disclosure 

during an interactive session with 

n e w s m e n  i n  E k e t  L o c a l 

Government Area of  the state on 

Monday. “The state government 

spends N1.5 billion on a yearly 

basis on external examinations 

for students in public secondary 

schools in the state. “I really 

thank Gov. Udom Emmanuel for 

supporting education sector and 

for being an education-loving 

g ove r n o r,”  s h e  s a i d .  T h e 

commissioner, however, said that 

the governor had set a standard to 

the effect that, at least, 80 per cent 

of  the students must have A's in 

five subjects, including English 

Language and Mathematics, in 

the state. Etiebiet said that the 

governor had declared a state of  

emergency in education sector, 

adding that efforts were being 

made  to  prov ide  sa fe  and 

conducive environment for the 

e d u c a t i o n  o f  A k wa  I b o m 

children. “We are not just 

declaring state of  emergency in 

educa t ion  sec to r  bu t  a l so 

following through with tangible, 

visible and sustainable actions to 

massively revamp the sector. 

“Today, education is free and 

compulsory in the state because it 

is the most powerful weapon 

which can be used to change the 

world,” the commissioner said. 

She called on individuals and 

stakeholders to join hands with 

government in its quest to provide 

quality education in the state.

Relations Officer, on behalf  of  the 
Chief  Medical Director. The 
statement pointed out that 
management of  the hospital 
would not be liable for any loss 
s u f f e r e d  b y  a n y o n e  f r o m 
transactions “conducted with 
fraudulent individuals”. 

It read: “It has come to the 

n o t i c e  o f  t h e  D e l t a  S t a t e 

University Teaching Hospital, 

DELSUTH, Oghara, that some 

fraudulent individuals have 

placed employment advert in the 

social media to defraud innocent 

members of  the public in the guise 

of  of fer ing employment  at 

DELSUTH. “We want to bring it 

to the attention of  the general 

public that the Delta State 

U n i ve r s i t y  Te a c h i n g 

Hospital, Oghara, has not 

put up an employment 

advert in any medium. 

“The public is advised to 

disregard the purported 

advert, and should not pay 

money to anybody in the 

n a m e  o f  s e c u r i n g 

e m p l o y m e n t  i n 

D E L S U T H .  “ T h e 

M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e 

hospital would not be liable 

for any loss which may 

arise from any transaction 

conducted with fraudulent 

individuals.”

he Obafemi Awolowo TUniversity, Ile-Ife, Osun 
State, has emerged the 

outstanding public university of  
t h e  y e a r ,  w h i l e  G r e g o r y 
University, Abia State, is the 
outstanding private university. 

The year's outstanding state-
owned university was won by the 
Ladoke Akintola University, 
Ogbomoso, Oyo State.  These 
were made known at the first-ever 
Education Awards and Lecture, 
held virtually on Friday. 

According to a statement on 
Monday by the  Chairman, 
Screening Committee for the 
SNEAWARDS, Rev. Honey 
Olawale, the programme was 
organised  by the southwest, 
northwest and southeast Awards, 
a  Niger ian regional  soc io-
economic assessment body, in 
collaboratoin with a South 
African-based, Africa Skills 
Centre. 

Also, no fewer than 27 dons 
won the award of  outstanding 
lecturer of  the year; while many 
other distinguished Nigerians 
emerged as Ambassadors of  
Education. 

At the virtual education 
award programme, no fewer than 
20 professors cutting across 
various fields, 10 holders of  the 
Philosophy Degree (Ph.D) and 
several captains of  industry 
participated. 

Other winners at the award 
prog ramme inc lude,   Prof  
Gregory Ibeh who received the 
National Education Icon of  the 
year. 

The statement added that the 
B i r t h r i g h t  A c a d e my,  Po r t 
Harcourt, Hallmark Secondary 
School, Info-Chrystal Land 
School, Markurdi, jointly won the 
outstanding schools of  the year. 

It added that Prof  Ladokun 

O l u s o l a  o f  t h e  L e a d  C i t y 
University Ibadan, Prof  Ajayi  
Ade tu tu  o f  the  Augus t ine 
University, Prof  Babatunde Ajayi 
of  the  Federal University of  
Technology, Akure and about 20 
other lecturers were honoured at 
the outstanding lecturers category. 

Members of  staff  of  Brainford 
Educational Consult, Delizon 
and ElveeGroup Dr Livinus 
Nosike, Glory Ajie, Rois Ola and 
25 others were also honoured 
under the category of  Education 
Advancement Ambassadors. 

A leading guest speaker at the 
occasion, the Deputy Senate 
Leader, Prof. Ajayi Boroffice, 
urged Nigerians to dignify hard 
work, as it was the only way to 
enhance humanity. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ W h i l e  t h e 
development of  the education 
sector takes the front-burner in 
government concerns, the fact 
remains that it is through a 
collective effort that we can 
advance knowledge and grow our 
national economy.” 

B o r r o f i c e  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
canvassed the private sector 
involvement in educational 
development in Nigeria. 

made the announcement on 
Tuesday  whi le  addres s ing 
newsmen in Abuja.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e 
members of  the union have 
vowed to shut down the Nigerian 
Polytechnics till the Federal 
G o v e r n m e n t  m e e t s  t h e i r 
demands.

Recall that the FG on Monday 

invited officials of  the Union to 
an emergency meeting over its 
proposed strike.

The minister of  education, 
Adamu Adamu, had scheduled a 
meeting with the union on 
Tuesday.

According to a statement 
issued on Monday by Ben Bem 
Goong, spokesperson for the 
ministry of  education, the 
meeting was to address the issues 
raised by ASUP in a bid to avert 
the planned strike.

Page 7

EducationEducationEducation
Wednesday, April 7, 2021

Polytechnics shut down as ASUP
begins indefinite strike

OAU, Gregory emerge
outstanding varsities

DESULTH raises alarm over fraudulent
employment adverts

Akwa Ibom spends N1.5bn annually
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efore we go into the lesson Bproper, may I know if  you 
feel tempted to query my 

not using another 'a' before 'verb' 
in the topic above? Take another 
look at the structure: Envelope is a 
noun, envelop is verb. You think I 
should write 'Envelope is a noun, 
envelop is a verb'? You are right, 
but I am not wrong either. 

Two principles support my 
n o t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e c o n d 
indefinite article. First, in titles or 
headlines, articles can be omitted 
where the omission will not injure 
the expression. Second, the 
concept of  ellipsis covers the 
usage. By ellipsis we mean the 
deliberate omission of  an element 
in an expression once it has been 
mentioned or used or referred to 
before, especially in a sentence. It, 
in this context and according to 
Oxford Dict ionar y,  i s  ' the 
omission from speech or writing 
of  a word or words that are 
supe r f luous  o r  ab l e  to  be 
understood from contextual 
clues.'  So, the initial item covers 
the one omitted. Here, the 'a' 
before 'noun' in the topic is 
working with 'verb' too. 

Now, let's face the main issue 
for the day. We are considering a 
spelling intrigue occasioned by 
differences in word classes, that is 
par ts of  speech. Normally, 
spelling is a challenge for a lot of  
people, with no one immune to 

some of  the errors associated with 
it. But we are stressing that there is 
a  categor y of  the  spel l ing 
cha l lenge  that  a r i ses  wi th 
variation in word classes. 

Consider the instance of  
envelope vs envelop: 

Can you help me … this 
money? (envelope/envelop)

I  n e e d  a n  … 
(envelope/envelop)

What are your answers? To a 
vast majority of  users, envelope is 

he Dean, Faculty of  Arts, TUniversity of  Ibadan, 
Professor Afeez Oladosu 

has challenged school proprietors 
t o  p o s s e s s  s o m e  l e v e l  o f  
qualifications above their teachers 
in order to gain more respect. 
Professor Oladosu stated this at 
the formal opening of  the annual 
Conference of  Association of  
Model Islamic Schools, AMIS, 
Oyo State Chapter, held at the 
Islamic Centre, University of  
Ibadan Central Mosque. He 
opined that school proprietors 
from time to time should acquire 
more knowledge that would place 
them above their subjects as this 
would put them in a vantage 
position to effectively control their 
schools. “Do we have what it takes 
to run a school? We need to 
increase our capacity. As the head 
teacher, you must be better than 
your teachers, as the proprietor, 
you must be better than everybody 
in the school. You as a proprietor, 
you employ a Masters degree 
holder who knows you are an NCE 
holder, there will be a crisis.” Also 
read: Oyo State Chapter of  EKSU 
Alumni elects new executives He 
also called on associations of  
proprietors to put in place internal 
quality assurance mechanisms to 
ensure that certain standards are 
met before joining the association. 

One of  the award recipients 
and wife of  the Deputy Governor 

of  Oyo State, Professor Amudalat, 
who also emphasized on regular 
updating of  knowledge of  school 
proprietors, urged them not to 

h e  W e s t  A f r i c a n TExaminations Council 
(WAEC) has released the 

West African Senior School 
C e r t i f i c a t e  E x a m i n a t i o n 
(WASSCE) for private candidates, 
2021 – First Series.

Head of  the Nigeria National 
Of f i ce,  WAEC,  Mr  Pa t r i ck 
Areghan,  to ld  repor ters  on 

he Women's Rights and THealth Project (WRAHP) 
has held a seminar for 

pupils in Lagos on how to protect 
themselves against sexual assault.

A representative of  WRAHP, 
Adeola Oloke, said the campaign 
became necessary because pupils 
were falling victim to sexual 
violence.

“They need to learn how to 
protect themselves against sexual 
and  gender -based  v io lence 
(SGBV).

“A lot of  people don't speak up 
so we want to enhance and 

empower them to speak up when 
their rights are violated.”

The town-hall meetings are also 
a imed a t  increas ing  SGBV 
reporting in Alimosho, the largest 
council in the state.

The project is with support from 
the EU funded Rule of  Law and 
A n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  ( Ro L AC ) 
programme managed by the 
British Council in Nigeria.

It is part of  her project titled 
Increasing access to justice-related 
services to mobilise communities.

The project, among others, has 
established the Ireti Resource 
Centre in Ikotun to support 
vulnerable people and SGBV 
survivors by providing them with 

free services.
The project is currently training 

secondary school pupils on 
improving reporting of  SGBV 
incidents.

The proprietress of  Hansy 
Comprehensive College, Ayobo, 
Mrs Emeya Hannah, said there 
was a need to open the eyes of  the 
pupils to the topic.

“The school has been trying to 
speak to them about it but we felt 
that they should also hear it from 
the experts.

“That's why we embraced 
WRAHP when they came to us.

“Children need to understand 
that they have full right to their 
body,” she said.

Tuesday the examination was 
pr imar i ly  des igned  to  he lp 
candidates seeking admission to 
tertiary institutions to reduce the 
waiting time for results and beat 
admission deadlines.

He said: “The analysis of  the 
statistics of  the performance of  
candidates shows that out of  the 
Seven Thousand Two Hundred 

a n d  E i g h t y - N i n e  ( 7 , 2 8 9 ) 
c a n d i d a t e s  t h a t  s a t  t h e 
examination:

“ T w o  T h o u s a n d  N i n e 
Hundred and Thirty-Eight (2,938) 
candidates representing 40.31 per 
cent obtained credit and above in a 
minimum of  any five subjects (with 
or without English Language 
and/or Mathematics; out of  which 
One Thousand Three Hundred 

and Ninety-Six (1,396) were male 
and One Thousand five Hundred 
and Forty-Two (1,542) were 
female candidates, representing 
47.52%and 52.48 % respectively;

“ T w o  T h o u s a n d  O n e 
Hundred and Ninety-Five (2,195) 
candidates representing 30.11 per 
cent obtained credits and above in a 
minimum of  five (5) subjects, 
including English Language and 
Mathematics.

“ O f  t h i s  n u m b e r,  O n e 
Thousand and Seventy-Four 
(1,074) i.e. 48.93 per cent were 
male candidates, while One 
Thousand, One Hundred and 
Twenty-One (1,121) i.e. 51.07 per 
cent were female candidates. The 
percentage of  candidates in this 
category in the WASSCE for 
Private Candidates, 2019 and 
2020, that is, those who obtained 
credit and above in a minimum of  
five subjects, including English 
Language and Mathematics, were 
26.08 per cent and 32.23 per cent 
respectively. Thus, there is a 
marginal decrease of  2.12 per cent 
in performance in this regard.”

compromise quality as such would 
affect the image of  the school. She 
enjoined parents to complement 
the efforts of  schools through 

regular payment as quality services 
required good money. “To get 
quality education, parents must be 
ready to pay. There is nothing free 
even in Freetown,” she said. 

I n  h i s  r e m a r k ,  t h e 
Commissioner for Education, 

Science and Technology in the 
state, Barrister Olasunkanmi 
Olaleye, who was represented by 
the Deputy Director in the 
Ministry, Alhaji Ibrahim Afeez, 
said private schools should report 
cases of  parents withdrawing their 
children after a backlog of  debts to 
public schools. In an acceptance 
speech, the new chairman of  
AMIS, Oyo State Chapter, Alhaji 
Tohir Ahmad, who called for the 
support of  the members, promised 
to take the association to an 
enviable height. 

envelop in both situations. This is, 
however, wrong. When used as a 
noun, the word ends with 'e', but 
when used as a verb, we don't 
need the 'e'.  The constructions 
above should thus be: 

Can you help me envelop this 
money? (Verb) 

I need an envelope. (Noun) 
Yet, you should note that the 

past tense and the present/past 
participle forms automatically 
take 'e'' before'd': 

He enveloped it. 
They have enveloped it. 
A similar term is 'interpret'. Is 

t h e  s p e l l i n g  ' i n t e r p r e t '  o r 
interprete? There is no question 
of  noun vs verb here because the 
nominal form of  the word is 
'interpretation'. The correct 
spelling, however, is 'interpret'. Of  
course, we can have 'interprets' 
and 'interpreted': 

 She wants to help me interprete 
the message. (Wrong) 

She wants to help me interpret the 
message (Correct) 

She interpretes it often. (Wrong)
She interprets it often. (Correct) 
She interpreted it yesterday and 

she has interpreted it again. (Correct) 
Beware of  'complain' 
There can also be an issue 

b e t w e e n  ' c o m p l a i n '  a n d 
'complaint' in some quarters. 
Many of  those concerned have 
little problem with 'complain'' as a 
verb, but they muddle things up 
when they still use it as a noun:

The man wants to complain 
to the policemen. (Correct) 

The man lodged a complain 
with the policemen. (Wrong) 

The man lodged a complaint 
with the policemen. (Correct)

We have treated several other 
similar pairs in this class. For 
instance, we once identified the 
problem that arises while trying to 
spell enmity. Although we have e 
before m in enemy, it is non-
existent in enmity – not enemity. 
Similarly, watch the dramatic 
changes in the spellings of  the 
other words in the following: 

maintain – maintenance 
sustain – sustenance 
pronounce – pronunciation 
occur – occurrence 
where – were 
lent – length
due – duly 
truly – truly 
commission – omission 
cause – course, coarse 
lose – loose. 

Beware! Envelope is a noun, envelop is verb
Akeem Lasisi wrote in Punch:

Be above teachers in knowledge acquisition,
Don tasks school proprietors

WAEC releases 2021 WASSCE results

Pupils get sexual assault prevention
education
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a l e n t i n e  C h i n e t o 

VO z i g b o ,  i s  t h e 
i m m e d i a t e  p a s t 

president and chief  executive 
off icer  of  Transnational 
Corporation of  Nigeria Plc, a 
diversified conglomerate with 
strategic investments and core 
interests in the hospitality, 
agr ibusiness  and energy 
sector.  Recently,  he met 
stakeholders of  his state of  
origin in Enugu where he 
addressed them on his reasons 
to succeed Governor Willie 
O b i a n o .  T h e  P e o p l e s 
Democratic Par ty (PDP) 
gubernatorial aspirant was 
cor nered by  a  g roup of  
journalists before the event 
where he spoke on burning 
national issues, his ambition to 
rule Anambra State, among 
o t h e r s .  N e w s  E c h o 
correspondent,  CHUMA 
A U S T I N ,  w a s  t h e r e .

May we know exactly 
why you decided to join in the 
struggle to become Anambra 
State governor this year?

I will like to start by saying 
that I don't promise Eldorado. 
I don't promise perfection, I 
don't promise that once I get in 
there Anambra would be 
another New York or Dubai. 
But my government would be 
totally different and unique. I 
want to lay a solid foundation, 
a  rebu i ld ing  process  o f  
changing a story of  the black 
man, South Eastern Nigeria in 
particular. I am in this race 
b e c a u s e  I  a m  t o t a l l y 
uncomfortable with what is 
going on in Anambra State.

We know you are not a 
magician. Therefore, how are 
you going to achieve these set 
objectives?

We are blessed by God. 
We have virtually everything 
to be great, but why are we so 
naive,  so  backward and 
unreasonable? What is the 
difference between black and 
white men? How come others 
have moved on and left us 
behind? In all these questions 
and puzzles, what have been 
your answers? Honestly, the 
response have been one blame 
or the other, some have even 
a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
something wrong with us, 
some say nothing is wrong 
rather we are politicizing 
everything in this state. Some 
even blamed our fate on 
colonialism. But that is a 

stupid excuse because we are 
not the only people colonized. 
We have India, China, Japan, 
Korea and rest of  them. So it is 
useless to talk about that. Or, 
can we say that Nigeria would 
have been better if  not for 
military encroachment into 
politics, tribal rivalries, ethnic 
cleavages – all these are stupid 
excuses from the neophytes. 
W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e 
c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  s i m i l a r 
e x p e r i e n c e  –  J a p a n , 
Singapore, Korea, Rwanda, 
etc, you will discover that we 
are the architect of  our woes. 
We shall start seeing positive 
changes in economy when 
democracy triumphs without 
nepotism, when leadership is 
decided via free and fair 
elections. So, based on the 
existing madness in the entire 
sector, one may be forced to 
ask; Is something not actually 
wrong with us?

Which way out of the 
woods? We are already stuck.

Two definite conclusions 
hold sway here. One, there is 
n o t h i n g  w r o n g  w i t h  u s 
because  there  a re  qu i te 
number of  things which our 
people have done and excelled, 
though single man's effort is 
not usually enough. We need 
to build a sustainable system, a 
platform that will serve and 
last for long. How are we going 
to do that? Firstly, we need to 
own-up, we need to take 
responsibility for all the errors, 
stop blaming anybody and 
forge ahead with beautiful 

solutions. Don't blame the 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  m i n i s t e r s , 
governors, commissioners, 
civil servants and so on. In fact 
do you realize that even the 
journalists have important role 
t o  p l a y  t h a n  t h e s e 
aforementioned leaders? They 
are at vantage position to use 
their pen to correct the ills 
going on in the society, but 
have they been doing that? If  
they are really working, why 
should that political rot take 
place in Imo State without the 
press reporting the truth? Well, 
the point here is that the 
system is already enmeshed in 
corruption, and what then 
shall we do to save our people? 
Basically, we need to have 
good people in leadership; we 
must insist on competence, we 
have that person who can 
inspire greatness in people's 
mind across board – from 
f e d e r a l  d o w n  t o  l o c a l 
government level. Our current 
u g ly  s i t u a t i o n  r e q u i r e s 
competent person, someone 
with ideas, and not nepotism 
or indolence. We need to 
change our reasoning culture, 
elect people with mobile ideas, 
s o u n d  i n n ova t i o n ,  a n d 
modern creativity to move the 
society forward. We need to 
bring in thinkers who are eager 
to  impac t  pos i t ive ly  on 
people's lives, a prudent – 
modeled governor of  a state 
who will change the status – 
quo for overall betterment of  
the citizenry. We need a good 
builder that will transform our 
educational system, business 
life and social integration – all 

geared towards enthroning an 
egalitarian society. Nigeria is 
the hope of  black race in the 
entire world, she is the country 
looked upon to drive the 
course of  black people, the 
linchpin of  any meaningful 
economic development in 
Africa, but sadly the country is 
still slumbering. Why haven't 
the country woken up? God 
created us for a purpose but we 
are yet to discover that, there is 
no way Nigeria will make 
p r o g r e s s  w i t h o u t  t h e 
inspiration of  an Igbo man. 
Trace the history of  socio-
economic development so far, 
starting from the era of  Dr. 
Michael Okpara and Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, how South 
Eastern state economy was 
transformed, go back to the 
civil war era and Igbo man 
ingenuity, even the recent 
turnover of  Anambra State by 
the former governor, Mr. Peter 
Obi. These are pointers that 
the Igbo are builders of  
economy, and Anambra State 
leads the vanguard. We need 
t o  r e - s t r a t e g i z e  a n d 
reintegrate, that is the only 
time this life will be useful to 
us, that is the only time we 
should no longer be branded 
criminals by the outsiders, that 
is the only time our mindset 
would be shifted and white 
men will be thinking of  how to 
come to Anambra state and 
stay. As it is now, it is shameful 
for a responsible person to call 
himself  citizen of  Anambra 
S t a t e.  Pe r s o n a l ly,  I  a m 
disappointed but certainly not 
discouraged. I have travelled 

quite a lot around the world. 
God has blessed me with good 
things of  life, nothing would 
have stopped me from staying 
abroad and enjoy good things 
of  life and people oriented 
leadership. But alas, I have 
decided to be here to serve my 
people, to build a befitting 
legacy, because if  things 
remain like this, shame is the 
right word to qualify me. We 
need to catch up with the rest 
of  the world, and there are 
areas which we can capitalize 
a n d  o v e r t a k e  t h e m . 
Technology is one area we 
need to focus on. Our people 
are genius, what they require is 
r i gh t  a tmosphere,  good 
support system and surely they 
will deliver; they are ready to 
do extra-ordinary things in 
ex t r a - o r d i n a r y  m a n n e r. 
Already, my campaign team 
has developed the manifesto 
that would be in tandem with 
the moving trend; all sectors 
were captured in our written 
agenda. We are ready to make 
Anambra a dream land, where 
the Indians, Chinese would 
come and do business. Why is 
it that we are noted and 
respected for high intellectual 
business skill, yet most of  our 
youths are in Abuja and Lagos 
streets hawking clothes and 
food items? Why do they say 
that our youths lack the 
competitive edge among their 
peers in Nigeria? Why is it that 
all governors, past and present, 
have refused to co me together, 
wo r k  i n  u n i s o n  f o r  t h e 
betterment of  the state? Why 
have they not devoted their 
energy and resources to solve 
the problems of  Anambra 
state? If  I don't love the state, I 
would not  have thought 
coming out to vie for the 
gubernatorial seat. I was 
privileged to come from a good 
b a c k g r o u n d ,  s o n  o f  a 
headmaster in those days, 
grew up in Umuomaku – 
Orumba South, last child of  
seven siblings, with right 
Christian values, made the 
best results in primary and 
secondary schools, taught 
physics and mathematics 
immediate ly  af terwards, 
moved to  Univers i ty  o f  
Nigeria Nsukka and made 
excellent result in Accounting. 
Had my MBA and later 
q u a l i f i e d  a s  c h a t t e r e d 
Accountant. I had scholarship 
that took me to England for 
more advanced courses in 
Lancaster University, returned 

Continues on Pg. 11
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urrently, there has been 

Cdisturbing cases of  gun 
a t t a c k  o n  s e c u r i t y 

installations, security men and 
even harmless civilians in the 
South East. All the attacks 
usually leave with them high 
range of  casualties – either dead 
or seriously wounded. This is 
not the way of  Ndigbo as they 
have been described as peace 
loving. What is the motivation 
of  the perpetrators of  these well 
orchestrated attacks in all the 
states in the South? Who are 
their sponsors? The region 
known for its green vegetation is 
now discoloured with blood 
everywhere you go. Why? 

On Thursday, April 2, 2021, 
former governor of  Central 
Bank, CBN, Prof  Chukwuma 
Soludo who is also an aspirant 
i n  t h e  N o v e m b e r  6 
gover norsh ip  e lec t ion  in 
Anambra, was meeting with 
youths at Isuofia community 
when the gunmen stormed the 
area and opened fire. Three 
police officers attached to 
Soludo were confirmed killed 
during the attack. 

After the attack, Soludo 
maintained that the attack 
migh t  no t  be  po l i t i ca l ly 
m o t i va t e d .  S p e a k i n g  t o 
Channels Television, he said; 
“We were having an interactive 
town-hall meeting. We finished 
the diocesan crescent mass at 
about 2pm, and by 4:00pm, 
they scheduled an interactive 
town-hall meeting with the 
Isuofia youths. And by the way 
Isof ia  happens  to  be  my 
hometown… I'm a village boy; 
this is where I feel safest 
anywhere in the world. I walk 
the streets, I jog on the streets, I 
take long walks, I mean I'm 
everywhere as a village boy''.

He  added,  “With  th i s 
interactive session with over a 
thousand youths seated, and I 
was just making preliminary 
r e m a r k s  t o  o p e n  u p  t h e 
interactive session with other 
d i g n i t a r i e s  f r o m  t h e 
community, commissioners 
and members of  the House of  
A s s e m b l y ,  f o r m e r 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  f o r m e r 
members of  the house, and 
several other dignitaries were in 
attendance And just as I was 
about to wrap up, and for them 

now to open up comments, 
questions and answers, I heard 
gunshots. At first I thought 
maybe the policemen were 
s h o o t i n g  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d 
concurring with the kind of  
exuberance in the hall itself. 
And until I began to hear people 
screaming, and all of  that, and 
everyone scampered for safety, 
but then when it was all over, it 
took several minutes about 10 to 
15 minutes of  continuous gun 
b a t t l e ,  g o i n g  b a c k  a n d 
forth…stopping and starting 
again. By the time we all came 
back, we saw three dead bodies 
lying in the pool of  their blood – 
t h e y  w e r e  t h e  t h r e e 
policemen… and like I said 
earlier, may God grant their 
sou l  e t e r na l  r e s t… we ' l l 
continue to pray and support 
the families. And then, the 
commissioner was abducted. I 
understand that when they ran 
and jumped the fence, some 
people grabbed and took him 
away… our prayers are with 
him. We pray for his safe 
return.”

Few days after the mindless 
a t t a c k  o n  S o l u d o ,  t h e 
unexpec ted  happened  in 
Ebonyi State. The attack on the 
Ebonyi community was so 
severe that Governor Dave 
Umahi, a newly converted APC 
apologist said ''governors of  the 
region were currently hiding 
their faces in shame''.  The 
governor made these remarks in 
Abakaliki, the state capital, 
when Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo paid a condolence 
visit to the state on Sunday.    

According to him, “Even 
when the killings happened; 
very unprovoked killings, some 
people said they gave the 
governor of  Ebonyi State 21 
days to resign. We have been 
called all kinds of  names and we 
feel ashamed that the same 
people we fight for day and 
night as governors and leaders 
of  South-East to ensure the 
oneness of  this country would 
know about attacks on Ebonyi 
State and they were asked to 
leave and they left, and we were 
slaughtered and killed. What 
face do we have then to face our 
people? We feel so ashamed to 
face our people. When this 
t h i n g  h a p p e n e d ,  Yo u r 
Excellency, there was going to 
be very violent retaliation. But I 

thank God for  the 
leaders of  this state. I 
thank God for CAN, 
t h e  y o u t h s  a n d 
traditional rulers''. 

He continued, “We 
immediately called for a 
stakeholders' meeting and 
reached an agreement and 
said for the interest of  this 
country, there would be no 
retaliation. But we 
are happy that 
y o u 
(Osinbajo) 
h a v e  a 
document 
that has 
b e e n 
g i ve n 
t o 
y o u . 
W e 
are not 
saying 
it shouldn't be investigated, but 
that document is information 
that came from the phone of  the 
murderers and that's what the 
community printed out and 
handed over  to  you.  We 
d e m a n d  a  p r o p e r 
investigation.” 

U m a h i  s a i d  t h r e e 
communit ies  o f  Obeagu, 
Egedegede and Amaizu in the 
Ishielu Council area and the 
Effium community in the 
Ohaukwu Local Government 
Area of  the state, needed the 
sum of  N5bn from the Federal 

Government to rebuild their 
homes and resettle. Umahi 
added, “We demand that justice 
be given to the victims. This is 
the agreement and this is the 
promise I made to the people of  
Ebonyi State during our extra 
ordinary meeting on how to 
calm the situation''. 

Meanwhile, about three 
weeks before the Soludo and 
Ebonyi attack, gunmen were 
said to have killed unspecified 
number of  policemen and 
soldiers in different locations in 
Anambra State. It was gathered 
that policemen were killed in 
N e n i ,  A n a o c h a  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a  a t  a 
checkpoint, while the soldiers 
were killed at an outpost in 
A w k u z u ,  O y i  L o c a l 
Government Area, both of  
Anambra State. The gunmen 
also set ablaze a police van in 
Neni, and carted away arms 
belonging to the late policemen, 
while in Awkuzu, the felled 
soldiers also lost their weapons 
to the attackers.

The  spokespe r son  fo r 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command, DSP Toochukwu 
Ikenga, said the command had 
received the report and was 
w o r k i n g  t o  u n r av e l  t h e 
circumstances surrounding the 
incidents.

P r o b a b ly,  t h e  a t t a c k , 
Sunday night by gunmen on 
federal prison and police 
command headquarters in 
Owerri, Imo State, by gunmen 
has sparked off  a fresh round of  
fear in the South East. The 
number of  inmates released 
from the facility is yet unknown 
as various figures have been 
flying up and down.

It was reported the police 
command and some vehicles 
parked in the area were set 
ablaze by the attackers. The 
police command spokesman 
Ikeokwu Orlando, confirmed 
the attack but did not get 
further.

After the attack in Owerri, 
fingers were pointed at IPOB's 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) but the Biafra agitators 
have denied involvement in the 
attack, insisting it is a non 
violent movement.  

Following the attack on 
S u n d a y,  t h e  I m o  S t a t e 
G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e  a n d 
indeed, the entire Owerri is now 
heavily militarized. Around the 
government house alone, there 
are about 27 hillux 4WDs with 
over 60 stern looking soldiers 
and mobile policemen guarding 
the place.

South East: 
Blood, blood everywhere
Why ? 
By Ori Martins 

Umahi

Soludo
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Interview
and joined banking industry. I 
spent 12 years as a banker with 
high financial discipline, 
moved to Transcorp and made 
an enviable landmark there. 
As Chief  Executive Officer, I 
was the best  among the 
subsidiaries all over the world, 
became the president of  
Transcorp Group, shook 
hands with the presidents and 
best CEO's in the world 
e c o n o m y .  A l l  t h e s e 
achievements were God-
given; I am not in Anambra 
State guber race to make 
money, or to service personal 
d e b t s .  I  a m  ve r y  mu c h 
comfortable with the blessings 
of  the Lord. My people are 
suffering and languishing that 
is why I have decided to come 
out to salvage their plight.

G o d f a t h e r i s m  i s  a 
nagging issue in Nigeria 
politics, how are you going to 
tackle the problem which is 
very common in Anambra 
State?

Today in Anambra State, I 
am the man to beat amongst 
other aspirants; the evidence is 
there in public domain. And 
how do I become the toast of  
electorate? How come that 
someone who was not well 
known in Anambra politics 
suddenly emerged the talking 
point in today's discourse? 
How come that I am now a top 
man in PDP gubernatorial 
race? How did it happen? 
Honestly I don't have any 
political godfather, I don't even 
know any around, and my 
only strong supporter is God, 
the decider of  mankind. Guess 
what, I still have respect for 
t h e s e  p r o m i n e n t  P D P 
members, but not to prostrate 
before them. I did not go to 
P e t e r  O b i ,  N i c h o l a s 
Ukachukwu and the rest 
asking them to be my pillar or 
godfather. All I want is for the 
party to have good consensus 
candidate so that we can 
enthrone solid democratic 
government in Anambra state.

In Anambra state, a lot of 
p e o p l e  a r e  t a l k i n g  o f 
competence and zoning. 
Where do you stand based on 
your analysis?

They are twin words with 
almost the same meaning and 
relevance in scheme of  things, 
one cannot operate without 
t h e  o t h e r,  a n d  t h e r e  i s 
competency in zoning. What 
is competence in the first 
place? Simply put, it is all 

a b o u t  c h a r a c t e r,  m e r i t , 
intelligence; it is not about 
going to school and you hate 
humanity, become arrogant 
and demigod. Whatever we 
assume to be in this world, we 
must learn to be humble, 
respectful and original. We 
must always be guided by good 
reasoning faculty, know what 
to do or say at critical point of  
need. Competence is ability to 
inspire and create enabling 
environment for people to 
thrive. When you have all 
these quali t ies,  pol i t ical 
mathematics would be easy to 
solve. This race is not just 
about party but how qualified 
is the man coming on board. 
The recent PDP stakeholders 
meeting in Enugu hosted by 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
was a pointer that the next 
governor of  Anambra State 
will surely come from the 
south, because all the people 
there openly said that it is the 
turn of  the south to mount the 
throne of  leadership. I am 
from the south, I am equally 
competent to revive the state, I 
have done the survey, and very 
much convinced to win this 
race.

W h a t  a b o u t  m o n e y 
politics in Anambra State? 
How prepared are you to 

spend on the electorate who 
are obviously hungry and 
eager to sell their political 
franchise?

A: What I am doing is to 
connect to bigger vision 
without sounding utopia. My 
mission is to take the change 
mantra down to the kindred, 
villagers, communities and 
towns. My agenda is to make 
Anambra state a fashionable 
business place devoid of  stress, 
insecurity and banditry, where 
touts and hangers-on would 
not thrive, and the state 
becomes a healthy competitive 
business zone. We want to be a 
role model in entire Southeast, 
where the citizens would be 
happy seeing their efforts 
y i e l d i n g  r e s u l t .  I  h ave 
established the structure in 
entire 21 local government 
areas, I have travelled more 
than five times in each of  
t h e m ,  p r e a c h i n g  a n d 
spreading the gospel of  good 
governance. Anambra state is 
not all about building roads, 
we need to take issue of  
agriculture serious, establish 
steady power supply for 
industries to operate at full 
capacity, support system for 
entrepreneurship to boom. 
And my campaign team has 

taken cognizance of  all these 
before arriving at the slogan – 
Ka Anambra Chawapu! We 
are prepared to take the state to 
higher standard, to catch up 
with the rest of  the world, not 
using neighboring states as 
benchmarks. No, we are not 
prepared for such government.

Do you think the Federal 
Government has a way of 
drawing the State economy 
backward?

Beautiful question that 
deserves beautiful answer; 
what can we do in the face of  
this imbalance? We should not 
w a i t  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government to get it right 
before we act, else we will fail. 
If  the rest of  Nigerians are not 
ready for positive change, 
definitely we will abandon 
them and move on. We have 
the creative minds, ingenuity 
and skill to achieve that 
purpose. The 2023 presidency 
is beckoning, PDP is not 
joking with it, and Anambra 
State election come November 
is test case. If  we win the 
election, the chances of  
winning the presidency are 
bright because Anambra 
remains a focal point. If  we fix 
the state, the chance of  fixing 
the South East and Nigeria as a 

whole is high.

Anambra State presently 
owes heavily from the donor 
agencies across the world, 
how are you going to repay 
this as a governor of the state?

Good! That is why I earlier 
said that you will not sacrifice 
competence at the altar of  
nepot ism.  An abi l i ty  to 
manage human and material 
resources is very important 
and necessary drive home your 
vision. Economic competence 
is the key, creativity counts a 
lot, I am just an aspirant but 
already I have been called 
upon to commission some 
r o a d s  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  i n 
Anambra state. What does 
that tells you? Government is 
all about credibility and trust, 
o n c e  t h e  p e o p l e  h a v e 
confidence in your leadership, 
your work load is half-solved. 
Play on the greed of  private 
sector, inspire their need to do 
well, because government 
d o e s  k n ow  h ow  t o  r u n 
business more than them. So, 
we are ready to inspire their 
greatness,  give them the 
enabling environment to work 
so that their business and 
industries would perform and 
o u r  y o u t h s  w o u l d  b e 
employed. The reason why I 
am elected as governor is not 
to start throwing blames on my 
predecessor, but to correct the 
ills already discovered.

In all the leading political 
par t ies  jost l ing for  the 
enviable seat, do you see PDP 
emerging the winners?

Yes, I see our great party, 
PDP emerging victorious. The 
APC will fail irrespective of  its 
f e d e r a l  m i g h t  a n d 
c o n n e c t i o n s ,  Y o u n g 
Progressive Party (YPP) is not 
our class, I cannot descend so 
low to assess their chances, the 
only  little threat we have is All 
Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) simply because they 
are still in power in Anambra 
State. Basically, we all know 
that the party has continued to 
diminish numerically and 
a d m i n i s t r a t ive ly.  I  wa s 
approached  to  be  g iven 
automatic ticket by the party 
owners, but I know that “Nkaa 
bu Nke Anyi” is no longer 
working. The party cannot 
even take us beyond Anambra 
state if  at all it remains in 
existence after the November 
polls. PDP is national party 
with strong base in the South 
East and South South, even in 
the North. The party can open 
doors in Aso-Rock Villa 
Abuja, I don't believe in 
minority group, we have 
passed that political stage.

 I'm not in race to make money – Ozigbo
Continued from Pg. 9
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Fulani herdsmen: Igbo youths caution
Umahi, Ugwuanyi

News

Jail break: Uzodimma
condemns police inability 
to repel attack
By Jennifer John & 
Uzoma Ogoke

T
he Imo State Gover-
nor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has ex-

pressed reservation that 
such level of  attack could 
be allowed to happen in the 
state police headquarters 
and attackers allowed to 
operate freely and go scotch 
free.

“If  you must not be on the 
offensive, you must be able 
to defend yourselves and 
your facilities. Citadel of  se-
curity in Imo State lies here 
at the Police headquarters. 
So for us to allow hoodlums 
to have their way, enter this 
place, operate and go away 
scotch free is condemnable.

“I don’t want to identify 
with any development that 
will insinuate, encourage or 
allude to the fact that mis-
creants will confront gov-
ernment and get away with 
it. It is a fact that once the 
police is insulted, the integ-
rity of  government itself  
is insulted”. Uzodimma 
quipped.

The governor informed 
the IGP that Imo people are 
unanimous in condemning 
the action, which he said is 
capable of  provoking any-
body.

He however commended 
officers of  Imo State police 
command who he said have 
been working very hard, 
even in the midst of  inad-
equate equipment, adding 
that the police has always 

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he Coalition of  
South East Youth 
Leaders, (COSEYL) 

on Sunday warned Eb-
onyi State Governor, Dave 
Umahi and his Enugu State 
counterpart, Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi to trade with cau-
tion on their dealings with 
armed Fulani herdsmen.

In a statement signed 
by Hon. Goodluck Egwu 
Ibem, COSEYL President 
General and Comrade 
Kanice Igwe, Secretary 
General, which came as 
reaction to the gruesome 
killings in the two states 
by Fulani herdsmen last 
month, the group called for 
caution.

COSEYL also warned 
the two governors to al-
ways trace the history of  

all those who welcomed 
armed Fulanis in the past, 
especially a former chief  
military leader, of  the old 
Oyo Empire (Are Ona 
Kakanfo), Afonja of  Ilorin, 
who paid with his life.

The group said it is now 
very clear to all that any 
group carrying cattle with 
arms are not herdsmen, but 
killers and land grabbers on 
a hidden mission to grab 
and overrun Igbo-land and 
convert it to Fulani territo-
ry.  

COSEYL called on Gov-
ernor Dave Umahi and 
Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi who are the Chief  
security officers of  their 
states to move into action 
and arrest the perpetrators 
of  the dastardly act. 

“Indeed life is too short 
to learn from our mistakes, 
its better we learn from the 

mistake of  others.We call 
on Governor Umahi to 
learn from what happened 
to Afonja of  Ilorin in 1817. 

“Afonja received the She-
hu Alimi also known as 
Salih Janta, a Fulani cleric 
with open arms in ilorin 
thinking he has got a good 
friend. 

“Abdulsalam, the ambi-
tious son of  Shehu Alimi 
turned around to kill Afon-
ja and declared himself  the 
Emir of  Ilorinorin in1824 
and pledged allegiance to 
Sokoto Caliphate.”

COSEYL also frowned at 
the silence of  the national 
security authorities on the 
Enugu and Ebonyi killings, 
describing it as deliberate 
and unfortunate.

“We also condemn the 
deliberate silence of  the In-
spector General of  Police, 
IGP Mohammed Adamu, 

the Chief  of  Army Staff, 
and other Security Chiefs 
who have kept silence over 
the wanton killings by Fu-
lani herdsmen in the South 
East. 

“Up till now, even noth-
ing meaningful has been 
done over the assassination 
attempt on the governor of  
Benue state, Governor Or-
tom. The whole scenario is 
a calculated plan to over-
run the South. 

“The Security Chiefs have 
never arrested any herds-
men for any killings but 
only go after armless pro-
testers from the southern 
part of  the country while 
allowing arm carrying Fu-
lani herdsmen to have a 
free day killing people at 
will and working away with 
it. 

“This country is owned by 
us all and nobody owns this 

country more than the oth-
er. The South East belongs 
to Ndigbo and we demand 
that the Fulani herdsmen 
leave our territories imme-
diately. 

“We call on Governor 
Dave Umahi and Gover-
nor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi to 
immediately correct their 
mistake of  providing free 
settlements in the forest 
for terrorists parading as 
herdsmen in their states . 

“Ndigbo wherever they 
live pay for their accom-
modations and stay there 
in peace. They don’t stay 
in the forest or bushes. It is 
only criminals and people 
of  questionable character 
that stay in the forest that 
doesn’t belongs to them. 

“Ndigbo have never gone 
to any state government to 
demand for free settlements 
neither have they attack the 

host communities or towns 
were they are doing busi-
ness. We are peaceful and 
it should not be taken for 
weakness.”

COSEYL also said that 
it may not be a mere co-
incidence for Fulani mi-
litia to attack Ebonyi and 
Enugu states killing over 
30 persons the same time 
President Buhari traveled 
out of  the country without 
handing over power to the 
Vice President, Prof. Yemi 
Osinbajo. 

The group called on all 
the Youths in Igbo com-
munities and villages to 
get ready to secure their 
villages and forests with 
their local vigilante so that 
their community will not 
be overran by Fulani herds-
men who now seem to have 
the backing of  unseen forc-
es.

Killed 4: Governor’s aide appeals to
Northerners in Imo for calm
N

ortherners living 
in Imo State have 
been urged to re-

main calm and not to take 
laws into their hands even 
in the height of  provoca-
tion.

The Senior Special Assis-
tant to the Governor of  Imo 
State on Gender, Vulnera-
ble Groups, Northern Af-
fairs (Men), Hon. Sulaiman 
Ibrahim Sulaiman gave the 
advice in reaction to the 
recent killings of  4 Hausas 
at Umuaka in Njaba Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State by unknown gun men.

He appealed to his North-
ern brothers to remain 

themselves and  continue to 
be their brother’s keeper all 
the time.

While blaming the killings 
to be a politically motivated 
one by people who never 
wish the government and 
people of  Imo State well, 
he expressed regret that the 
whole thing is getting out of  
hand.

Sulaiman assured the 
northern community the 
commitment of  the govern-
ment of  Imo State aimed at 
putting the attack to a stop.

 He disclosed the resolu-
tion of  government to put in 
place security personnel in 
and around the entire area 

which would lead to the 
arrest and prosecution of  
those killers.

Narrating the incident to 
newsmen, an eye witness, 
Harisu Umaru Ishiaku said 
that the suspected killers, 
dressed in Military uni-
form, numbering more than 
7 on their vehicles stormed 
the Afor Umuaka market 
around 8.30 pm, accosted 
the victims in their place of 
business and shot them.

The SSA said that the 4 
killed who have the follow-
ing ages, 45yrs, 33yrs, 37ys 
and 30yrs respectively have 
lived in the area for many 
years without any trouble or 

attack from any member of 
the community.

He suspected that those 
who carried the attack are 
strangers to the land, because 
according to him before now 
there has never been any 
problem between them and 
the Umuaka community.

 Speaking with journalists, 
Personal Assistant to the 
SSA Northern Affairs, La-
baran Kabiru Almade also 
called on his brother north-
erners to remain calm, while 
calling on government to 
quickly put in place security 
measures capable of  check-
ing incessant killings in the 
state.

borne the brunt each time 
there is crisis in the land.

He promised that the state 
government will do its best 
to complement effort of  the 
Nigerian Police authorities 
in replacing the facilities 
that were destroyed by the 
attackers.

The former Inspector Gen-
eral of  Police, (IGP) Mu-
hammed Adamu reminded 
Police officers in Imo State 
and Nigeria in general that 
they are empowered by 
law to use their sophisticat-
ed weapons to smash any 
group of  miscreants who 
violently attack them.

The former IGP made this 
assertion while addressing 
officers and men of  Imo 
State Police command over 
the recent attack by un-
known gunmen on the state 
Police and Prisons head-
quarters in Owerri.

He said his visit was to en-
courage them and tell them 
never to be demoralized, as 
according to him, the inten-
tion of  the attackers was to 
demoralize them and make 
it look as if  they are incapa-
ble to protect the lives and 
properties of  Imo people.

While calling for a united 
force involving the; commu-
nity leaders, LGA author-
ities, state government to 
condemn and stamp out the 
ugly narrative, the replaced 
IGP promised that the Ni-
gerian Police will work with 
other stakeholders to imme-
diately replace the facilities 
that were destroyed by the 
hoodlums.

From L-R: Officer-in-Charge of Investigation and Intelligence, Mrs. Nkechi Nwanebo, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma of Imo State, Zone E Comptroller, Chiabua Chuks Victor, GOC 82 Div. Nigerian Army, Maj 
-Gen. Taoreed A. Lagbaja inspecting the level of damage at the Owerri Correctional Service Centre 
where hoodlums forcefully released inmates in the wee hours of Monday.
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Bishop Ezeokafor and other men of God at the official commissioning of Aguata Diocesan secre-
tariat, Anambra state on Saturday.

Tenants stranded as
Uzodimma demolishes 
house in Owerri
By Ikenna Orioha

It was a show of  wicked-
ness as stranded tenants 

hopelessly and tearfully 
watched Governor Hope 
Uzodimma’s destroying ma-
chine demolish a two - sto-
rey building situated along 
Egbu Road, Owerri, on 
Tuesday.

There were many occu-
pants of  the said building 
who were seen running 
helter- skelter, anguished 
and crying helplessly with 
their properties littering on 
the ground, as the Assistant 
General Manager of  Ow-
erri Capital Development 
Authority, OCDA, one Mr.  
Chinedu  and his thugs har-
assed and bullied any one 
including tenants who came 
close.

The house being demol-
ished, according to govern-
ment, blocked the road that 
links Egbu Road and Ihechi-
uwa Street (back of  Relief 
Market- leading to MCC 
Road), saying evacuation 
notice was earlier issued to 
the landlord of  the house 
who could not do anything 
to help his stranded tenants.

Some of  the tenants who 
did not want their names in 
print  for fear of  victimiza-
tion, told News Echo that 
the demolition of  the house 
took them by surprise as 
they had agreed with gov-
ernment to give them at least 
two months chance to ena-
ble them equip themselves 
financially.

“To our greatest shock, we 
woke up to see a destroying 
machine being directed by 
OCDA thugs to demolish 
the house when the landlord 
is yet to refund some of  us 
whose rent had not expired. 

Uzodimma should have a 
human face in carrying out 
any activity. We are strand-
ed. Government should help 
us by compensating the own-
er of  the house so that he re-
funds us to relocate to anoth-
er place”, the tenants cried.

Hearing from the landlord 
of  the house, Engr. Obin-
na Asi, who also was bitter, 
confided that “there is no 
public interest for demolish-
ing my house. It was built 
in line with Owerri Master 
Plan and the Certificate of 
Occupancy is valid. Gov-
ernment should compensate 
us, as well help find alterna-
tive. With the demolition, so 
many tenants will go back 
to poverty level if  nothing is 
done urgently to help them 
out”.

The landlord, who added 
that he was not against the 
developmental policy of  the 
administration, stated tha t 
government informed him 
earlier that the house was 
marked for demolition “be-
cause of  drainage system 
which was found”, wonder-
ing why government would 
demolish his house which 
he said had Approved Plans 
without compensation.

The Assistant OCDA GM, 
Mr. Chinedu, who stood in 
for OCDA General Manag-
er, Engr. Innocent Ikpemez-
ie, at the demolition scene 
boasted that government 
(OCDA) was not “expected 
to pay any compensation to 
the landlord. The demolition 
cannot be stopped”.

Unfortunately, News Echo 
reporter was brutally at-
tacked and molested by the 
OCDA Assistant GM, Mr. 
Chinedu, his thugs and a po-
liceman for coming to report 
the demolition.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

T
he Movement for the 
Actualization of  the 
Sovereign State of  

Biafra (MASSOB) has con-
demned in its entirety the 
incessant criminal terror-
ism and security deteriora-
tion in Igbo land, alleging it 
is the handwork of  the au-
thority at the centre.

A statement by MASSOB 
leader, Uchenna Madu al-
leged that “acts of  criminal 
terrorism by the so called 
unknown gunmen being 
perpetrated in our land 
against government facil-
ities, security agents and 
some prominent individu-
als are being sponsored by 
enemies of  Ndigbo.

MASSOB accuses FG on terrorists’
attacks in South East

The pro-Biafra group con-
demned the terrorist attack 
against Chukwuma Solu-
do at Isuofia; “we equally 
condemn the unwarranted 
killings of  Ebonyi state in-
digenous citizens by Fulani 
terrorist herdsmen. MAS-
SOB condemned in totali-
ty, the breaking of  Owerri 
prison by the so called un-
known gunmen.

The statement further 
reads: “Through MAS-
SOB intelligence agency, 
we found out that all these 
attacks are being sponsored 
and executed by federal 
government of  Nigeria 
through their protected mi-
litiamen called bandits and 
unknown gunmen.

“Their primary aim is to 
discredit non violence pro 

Biafra freedom fighters like 
MASSOB and IPOB. They 
want to create an erroneous 
impression that pro Biafra 
agitators have turned vio-
lent and militant.

“How can untrained and 
armatures with no mili-
tary training overpower the 
entire security apparatus 
of  Nigeria in South East? 
Why is it that there was no 
security resistance during 
the breaking up of  ower-

ri prisons and Imo State 
police headquarters in an 
operation that lasted more 
than one hour.

“Nigeria military canton-
ment, Obinze Owerri is 
seven minutes drive to the 
scenes of  the crime, Imo 
State MOPOL base is three 
minutes drive to the scenes 
of  the crime but no resist-
ance from security agen-
cies.

The terrorist attacks in 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

An aspirant under the 
platform of  the All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC), in 
the upcoming Anambra 2021 
governorship election, Chief 
Ben Etiaba, on Monday, said 
he contesting the election to 
address the issue of  poor lead-
ership in the state.

Etiaba, stated this while de-
claring his intention to run for 
the governorship position of 
the state at the party Secretari-
at, Zik Avenue, Awka.

According to him, it was 
his greatest desire to serve the 
people of  the state and restore 

Anambra 2021: I am contesting to 
address poor leadership - Etiaba

confidence in governance. 
“I want to be governor and 
when elected, I will be serv-
ant leader. We need people 
with vision to drive the state 
to greater height and I think I 
have the capacity to do that,” 
he said.

He also said that he is being 
driven to become the gover-
nor of  the state  because of 
frustration as a result of  the 
economic hardship the peo-
ple are facing.

“I am into politics because 
I am frustrated. I am frus-
trated as most Nigerians are 
frustrated. It is not enough to 
be criticizing those in govern-
ment and getting angry. You 

need to come out and make 
the required positive changes. 
I have decided to stand up to 
run for the office of  the gover-
nor to put smiles on the faces 
of  Anambra people.

I want to bring a difference 
in governance. You cannot 
continue to cry about poor 
leadership and you believe 
you know what to do and 
cannot come out to do it. I 
have come to be governor be-
cause I know we lack quality 
leaderships”, he said

“I trust APC on its stand 
for fairness and transparen-
cy. The voice of  the people is 
voice of  God. I strongly be-
lieve that if  the party give me 

Owerri are part of  the on-
going destructive measures 
by the President Muham-
madu Buhari led admin-
istration to discredit and 
blackmail the pro Biafra 
organizations to create an 
erroneous impression that 
Biafrans are waging war 
against Nigeria. Igbo land 
is the most peaceful and 
un-terrorized region.

“MASSOB advises Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodinma to 

stop heaping blames on 
IPOB or ESN or any oth-
er pro Biafra organization. 
Pro Biafra agitators are not 
responsible for all the ter-
rorist activities in Igbo land. 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari and his Fulani ca-
bals are responsible. The 
fulani commissioners of  
police and military chiefs 
in Igbo land are partners in 
these terrorist activities in 
Biafra land.

By Jennifer John 

T
he Vice President 
of  Nigeria, Prof. 
Yemi Osinbajo 

has commended Governor 
Hope Uzodimma over road 
construction in the state.

The Vice President, who 
commissioned Dick-Tiger 
Road project consolidated 
and completed by Uzodim-
ma on Tuesday, said that it 

Osinbajo extols Uzodimma onOsinbajo extols Uzodimma on
road construction road construction 

is a demonstrated of  good 
governance. He stressed 
that the commissioning of  
the Dick-Tiger Road, PH 
Road and other infrastruc-
ture across Imo state are pri-
orities and would encour-
age economic development. 
He reflected that Nigeria, 
being the largest economy 
in Africa, “can only provide 
opportunity for the citizens 
if  it runs on modern infra-

structure.”
He condemned the jail- 

break, police headquarters 
attack by gunmen in Imo 
State on Easter Monday, 
adding that the system 
should be strengthened in 
line with security in South 
East.

Earlier, governor of  Imo 
State, Sen. Hope Uzodim-
ma, mentioned that shared 
prosperity government was 
focused to deliver actual de-

mocracy to the people, say-
ing the roads as constructed 
will encourage economic 
activities in the state.  He 
thanked Osinbajo and oth-
ers for coming to Imo.

Commissioner for Works,   
Ralph Nwosu, stated that 
the Dick-Tiger drainage 
system would also chan-
nel water from Chukwuma 
Nwoha Road, MCC Road 
to Otamiri river to reduce 
flooding in Owerri metrop-
olis.

support to emerge as candi-
date of  this party, I shall surely 
work with the party to capture 
the Anambra state Govern-
ment House. APC has the ca-
pacity to win the November 6, 
election. 

Responding, the state Chair-
man of  APC, Chief  Basil 
Ejidike, while welcoming 
Etiaba and his entourage, 
thanked him for coming to 
show case APC to limelight 
in Anambra state. Ejidike also 
urged him to continue can-
vassing support from mem-
bers, assuring that the party 
would conduct free and gu-
bernatorial primary.
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Man in the news

By Uzoma Ogoke

W
hy is Prof. 
C h u k w u m a 
Soludo always 
facing bad 

times in his home state, An-
ambra? About 16 years ago he 
was booed and jeered when he 
attempted to get PDP’s nom-
ination for the state’s gover-
norship election. Even when 
he switched camp and joined 
APGA, he got a hostile recep-
tion. And now, again, he had 
made his intention known as 
to run for the November 6 
election on the platform of  
APGA – on that, or coinci-
dentally, he was attacked in 
his house last week during a 
consultation event. With that, 
Soludo is in the news again.  
 He is an economics pro-

fessor, former governor and 
chairman of  the board of  di-
rectors of  the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN). He was 
named governor on 29 May 
2004. He is also a member 
of  the British Department 
for International Develop-
ment’s International Adviso-
ry Group. Soludo has been 
a visiting scholar at the In-
ternational Monetary Fund, 
the University of  Cambridge, 
the Brookings Institution, the 
University of  Warwick, and 
the University of  Oxford, as 
well as a visiting professor at 
Swarthmore College (USA).
 He has also worked as a 

consultant for a number of  
international organizations, 
including The World Bank, 
the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, and 
the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme. Soludo 
is a core professional in the 
business of  macroeconomics. 
He obtained his three degrees 
and then professorship at the 
University of  Nigeria Nsuk-
ka, Enugu State. He graduat-
ed with a First Class Honours 
degree in 1984, an MSc Eco-
nomics in 1987, and a PhD in 
1989, winning prizes for the 
best student at all three levels. 
Soludo has been trained and 

involved in research, teaching 
and auditing in such disci-
plines as multi-country mac-
ro-econometric modelling, 
techniques of  computable 
general equilibrium model-
ling, survey methodology, 
and panel data econometrics, 
among others. He studied 
and taught these courses at 
many universities, includ-
ing Oxford, Cambridge, and 
Warwick. Soludo has co-au-
thored, co-edited, and au-

thored a number of  books on 
these subject matters. 
In 1998, Soludo was ap-

pointed to the position of  
professor of  economics at 
the University of  Nigeria; the 
next year he became a visiting 
professor at Swarthmore Col-
lege in Swarthmore, Pennsyl-
vania, USA. 
Soludo joined the federal 

government in 2003. Prior to 
his May 2004 appointment 
to the bank chairmanship, he 
held the positions of  Chief  
Economic Adviser to for-
mer President Obasanjo and 
Chief  Executive of  the Na-
tional Planning Commission 
of  Nigeria . In January 2008, 
in a speech to the Nigerian 
Economic Society, he predict-
ed consolidation in the private 
banking industry, saying “By 
the end of  2008, there will be 
fewer banks than there are to-
day. The restructuring of  the 
banking industry has been at-
tracting funds from local and 
foreign investors, which have 
increased banks’ ability to 
lend to customers”. Chukwu-
ma hopes to see Nigeria be-
come Africa’s financial hub, 
and considers microfinance 
important to the federal gov-
ernment’s economic policies. 
On 16 September 2019, the 
President of  Nigeria, Mu-
hammadu Buhari , appoint-
ed Soludo as a member of  
a newly formed 8-member 
Economic Advisory Council 
(EAC) which would report 
directly to the President. Did 
that attract envy among his 
people in Anambra State? 
 Politics 
In September 2009, Soludo 

announced his aspiration for 
the seat of  the governor of  
Anambra State, for the state’s 
election of   9 February 2010. 
On 9 October 2009, the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
chose Soludo as their consen-
sus candidate for the position 
from a field of  47 candidates, 
after repeated attempts to 
hold elective primaries were 
stalled by court injunctions. 
However, his nomination was 
contested by 23 of  the 47 as-
pirants, citing lack of  trans-
parency in the process. 
After this initial rancour, 

36 out of  the 47 candidates, 
and several top shots of  the 
PDP affirmed their support 
for Soludo on Wednesday, 14 
October 2009. He went on to 
lose to Peter Obi in an elec-
tion which was largely consid-
ered free and fair, according 
to major election observers. 
However, with his perceived 
solid performance as CBN 

Why are they after Soludo? 

governor, Soludo remains a 
respected economic policy 
authority in Nigeria. Political 
commentators, while urging 
an issue-based campaign in 
the 2011 election, had called 
on aspirants to work with re-
spected economists like Solu-
do towards an acceptable eco-
nomic plan. 
On 17 July 2013, Soludo 

resigned from the People’s 
Democratic Party after writ-
ing a letter to the National 
Chairman of  the party, Alha-
ji Bamanga Tukur. He later 
joined the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance in prepara-
tion for the November 2013 
governorship race in An-
ambra state. In mid-August 
2013, he, along with five 
other aspirants, was disquali-
fied by the APGA Screening 
Committee.  As the race for 
Anambra governorship seat 
in 2021 hits up,  Soludo has 
thrown his heart to the ring. 
He is an aspirant under the 
All Progressives Grand Alli-
ance (APGA). His declara-
tion of  interest for the coveted 
seat seems to have unsettled 
many arrangements. First 
there was the idea of  making 
him the consensus candidate 
of  the party. At a point agita-
tions came up against the idea 
and other aspirants were said 
to have protested against the 
idea.
Meanwhile during a re-

cent town hall meeting the 
former CBN governor was 
having with youths of  Nau-
fia in Njikok local govern-
ment area, he was brutally 
attacked, an attack that led to 
the gunning down of  three of  
his security aids. The question 
now is, who is afraid of Prof. 
Chukwuma Soludo. Why all 
these controversies over his 
governorship ambition. The 
truth is that Soludo is one, 
if  not the most qualified per-
son in Anambra State for the 
most sensitive position. He is 
a golden fish that can never 
hide. Anambra state is bless-
ed to have him as a son and 
since he has offered himself  
to serve Anambrarians, all 
people of  goodwill in the state 
should come together to help 
him realize the ambition.
Governorship is all about 

management of  human and 
resources. It is largely about 
managing the economy and 
who else will be more qual-
ified in the state than a man 
who has presided over a crit-
ical sector of  the economy 
of  the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria, the Central Bank of  
Nigeria
It is a clear fact that Solu-

do’s tenure as the governor 
of  the Central Bank remains 
the most progressive in recent 
time. Before his assumption 
of  office, the banking sector 
was in a serious mess, with 

cases of  banks folding up and 
putting many people into un-
told financial mess. By then 
people lost confidence in 
the Nigerian banking sector, 
as Nigerians were unsure of  
which bank will close shop 
next. Nigerians, both high 
and low are now enjoying the 
dividends of  the highly so-
phisticated professional poli-
cies put in place by this first 
class professor to bring a total 
turn around in the sector.
Economies of  South-East 

states are currently in bad 
shape and require shrewd fi-
nancial managers to fix them 
up. Anambra state is lucky 
to have a person like Soludo 
showing interest to offer his 
wealth of  professionalism to 
salvage the state. Were Ni-
geria not a country where 
politics is the super lucrative 
business and politicians see 
the opportunity of  occupy-
ing political offices as a do or 
die affair, Soludo would have 
had no much stress clinching 
the governorship of  a state.
Be that as it may all News 

Echo advises is that all ac-
tors in this game of  Anambra 
State governorship election 
2021 should play to the rules. 
The idea of  using both seen 
and unseen forces to win the 
election should be jettisoned 
by all the gladiators and vehe-
mently rejected by all people 
of  Anambra State.

Soludo
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Society
Extortion: How churches add
to the woes of bereaved
families in South East 

here is an Igbo adage Tthat says, "When an 
evil act, goes unabated 

for awhile, it becomes a 
tradition (ife ojoo gba afo, 
oburu omenala). 

With all due respect to 
whatever denomination every 
Christian belongs to, it is high 
time everyone started asking 
questions to correct the 
anomalies going on within 
churches in Igbo-land.

Prior to this research, it 
was crystal clear that most 
people will be offended by this 
work and will form the usual 
defensive "God's warriors" 
team of  defense against the 
pure truth to be exposed here.

Responses like: "don't 
judge, our church don't do 
such, don't talk about my holy 
church like that! Don't judge 
God's anointed," and all 
manner of  spiritual militancy 
and blackmail will be among 
the feedbacks, but truth must 
prevail.

Take it or you leave it, the 
horrific stories about people's 
encounters with churches and 
clergies, during the funerals 
of  their  loved ones are 
numerous to recount.

Fo r  h ow  l o n g  s h a l l 
everyone keep quiet and 
w a t c h  t h e  c h u r c h ,  i t s 
leadership and clergy, turn 
mournful periods of  family's 
money spinning event?

Until people rise up and 
stop what is a complete 
daylight extortion and an 
outright disrespect of  the 
b e r e a v e d  f a m i l y  b y 
inconsiderate  churches, 
clergymen who think they 
have keys to heaven, this evil 
must continue.

Ernest Okwudili, a victim 
o f  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  b u r i a l 
extortion told News Echo that 
what happened to him during 
his father's burial can best be 
described as kidnapping the 
dead for ransom by the 
church.

Okwudili, a member of  
the Catholic Church said that 
c lergymen in  Igbo- land 
e spec ia l ly  those  in  the 
orthodox churches have been 
feeding fat by defrauding the 

bereaved families. 
"They tactically used 

dogmat i c  and  sp i r i tua l 
blackmail to compel families 
to spend fortunes just to bring 
them to bury a member of  
their own church. 

"It happened to me. With 
these shameless actions, they 
also kill the bereaved and 
whatever remained of  their 
souls and their respect for 
church. 

"For those who have not 
experienced it, this is how 
clergy extortion typically 
happens. Someone dies in a 
parish. The moment the 
parish priest gets the news, it 
instantly turns the clergyman 
into a vulture. 

"The priest stretches his 
neck out, sharpens his claws 
and ingests medicine to purge 
his bowl in anticipation of  a 
feast of  the dead. 

"It does not matter if  the 
bereaved family is rich or 
poor, though any sign that 
someone within the family is 
o f  m e a n s  t r i g g e r s  a n 
exponential surge of  greed. 
And if  any family member 
lives abroad, the eyes of  the 
vulture pop out just as the 
beaks widen. 

"When our churches still 

had their sanities intact, a 
report of  a brother's or a 
sister's death draws sympathy 
from the parish priest and 
pastors. 

"That was when parish 
priests and other clergies 
knew members that were sick 
and spent time visiting them 
and praying for them. 

"This time, a report of  a 
member's death brings out 
'the beast' in the clergy. Even 
before the clergy pauses to 
mutter a prayer for the repose 
of  the deceased's soul, he first 
opens the church's financial 
book to see if  the dead person 
is in good financial standing. 

"It is the same even in 
cases where the deceased had 
been sick for a long time, and 
the family had borrowed 
above their means to take care 
of  healthcare costs. 

"The first thing on the 
church leaders' minds the 
moment the bereaved family 
knocks at the vicar's door is 
money that the dead owes."

M r s .  C h i n e n y e 
Nwachukwuka from Oba, 
Idemili South, Anambra 
State who is also a member of  
Church of  Nigeria Anglican 
Communion narrated her 
own  o rdea l  du r ing  he r 

mother's burial.
"I have a full experience 

on that matter because it has 
happened to me when I 
buried my parents. Majority 
of  the church leaders when 
you're telling them your 
predicament especially trying 
to explain to them that the 
deceased was very ill and 
bedridden before death, 
they'll not take it serious. 

"They believe that since 
you're eating, you're capable 
of  handling anything. When 
my father died in 2016, a 
cer tain religious society 
w i t h i n  t h e  A n g l i c a n 
Communion asked us to pay 
certain amount of  money of  
which my father was not even 
a member.

"We had to pay before 
they agreed to participate in 
the burial. When my mother 
was also buried, it was the 
same issue. What pains me 
most  i s  that  they don ' t 
consider the financial status 
of  different families when 
making such demands. 

"They don't even consider 
the expenses incurred while 
the person was ill. This issue is 
really tough in the Anglican 
Communion. From different 
monthly dues to tithe and 

other levies, there is always 
one or two things to say 
whenever someone is dead. 

"They will always start 
f r o m  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n 
stopped paying. Even when 
they want to come for the 
burial, they'll tell you what to 
keep for them of  which when 
you fail; they'll threaten that 
they'll not come. 

" H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e y 
eventually come, they'll stand 
there to remind you what's 
remaining. It's too terrible in 
my hometown because when 
you think you're tired of  their 
demands and go out there to 
get another priest to conduct 
the burial, they'll stigmatize 
you with the statement that 
you went outside to buy a 
priest that conducted burial in 
your family. 

"They did such to me 
during my mother's burial. 
W h e n  t h e  A n g l i c a n 
Communion read out all their 
demands, my family told 
them we can't afford such. 
They persistently insisted that 
we  must  br ing  a l l  they 
demanded, so we went out to 
get a pastor to conduct the 
burial. 

"At the end, they started 

By Nonye Udumiri

Continues on Pg. 16

Cross section of priests conducting a burial service



Wednesday, April 7, 2021 Page 16

Society

mocking us that we went 
outside to buy a priest. I 
reminded them that same 
money they were asking for is 
tantamount to buying them as 
well  to do what they're 
claiming we did. They don't 
have mercy at all."

Mr.  Okorie Godsgif t 
Ugochuckwu, from Isuochi, 
Umunneochi LGA of  Abia 
State who is a member of  the 
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  o f  
Nigeria, said he had similar 
experience during his father's 
burial, but sorted it out 
amicably with the church. 

"It has happened to me 
during my father's burial in 
2014. When he died, I met the 
Reverend who told me then 
that it's been long my father 
stopped paying tithes and 
other levies in the church. 

"He said they'll have to 
check their register and give 
me what I must pay. After the 
checking, I humbly explained 
to him that my dad had been 
ill for over four years prior to 
his death. And that he was 
with me in Aba before he 
died. 

"I made it clear to him 
that my father was always 
paying his levies until he got 
ill and couldn't move on his 
own again. I also explained to 
him that his illness affected 
the entire family seriously. 

" T h e  R e v e r e n d 
understood my point and 
agreed to conduct the burial 
without collecting any money 
from us. It was truly by God's 
grace." 

When asked what would 
have been his next line of  
action if  the Church had 
insisted the family must pay 
before the burial, Okorie said 
he will bury his father without 
them and move on with life.

"If  they had insisted that I 
should pay, I can't rob. I can't 
even sell my inherited land 
just because I want to conduct 
a burial ceremony. 

"A lot of  people do that 
these days and I find it very 
absurd and unacceptable. I've 
s e e n  p e o p l e  w h o  d i d 
clearance of  over N200,000-
N300,000 in the church just to 
get approval to perform a 
burial. 

"If  they had refused my 
pleas to come and bury my 
father, I'll look for another 
pastor to do it. If  I couldn't 
get, I'll become a pastor for 
that day and conduct the 
burial myself. 

"Befitting burial is for 
those who have the money. 
One cannot say because he 
witnessed a burial conducted 
with N100,000,000 and 
decide to incur debt he cannot 
repay in the next one hundred 
years."

H o n .  C y r i a c u s 
O h a m a e z e ,  a  f o r m e r 
president, secretary and 
current patron of  the Catholic 
Men Organization (CMO) in 
Aba, Abia State took a 
different direction to explain 
reasons behind the demands 
during burial. 

"What's in the Catholic 
Church is that we have so 
many religious groups and 
belonging to any of  them is 
optional and nobody forces 
you to join. If  you want to 
worship in the Catholic 
Church and go, nobody will 
worry you. 

" We  h av e  C a t h o l i c 

Wo m e n  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
( C WO ) ,  C a t h o l i c  M e n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( C M O ) , 
Catholic Biblical Instructors' 
U n i o n  ( C . B. I . U ) ,  a n d 
C a t h o l i c  Y o u t h s 
Organization of  Nigeria 
(CYON) etc. and if  you want 
to belong to any of  those 
religious societies, you must 
abide by their rules.

"If  you're a member of  
CMO where I'm currently a 
patron, normally we have 
present fee. As a new member, 
we don't collect anything 
from you, but you can decide 
to do whatever you want 
nobody will force you. 

"The only compulsory 
levy we have is Present-Fee 
which is N100 every month. 
We have burial levies if  
someone amongst us dies. It 
all depends on the distance 
we're going for the burial. 
These things I'm telling you 
are applicable in all the 
religious societies. 

"So, if  you're a member of  
these groups, you're not 
pay ing  unt i l  the  l ev ie s 
accumulate, that's when it 
gets to a level when those 

societies will be making series 
of  demands to the bereaved 
family."

Ohanaeze stressed that 
before one registers as a 
member in any of  the above 
groups, the leadership of  the 
group will give the person 
something like rules and 
regulations which he or she 
will go home and study. 

"At that time, you have 
the right to say no to whatever 
that is written on that paper. If  
you're there and that small 
money you're not paying it, it 
will accumulate. 

"Before the group will 
come for your burial, your 
family must pay. Remember, 
it's a group thing and not a 
Catholic thing. As a member, 
you've been enjoying the 
money paid by others. Again, 
if  they come for such burial, 
they'll give you right.

"We have the Council, the 
apex body of  each parish and 
they cannot say they'll not 
attend the burial of  any 
member. If  all those religious 
groups within the Catholic 
Church refused to go, the 
Council must go. 

"The Council includes a 
priest and other leaders in the 
parish. The church council 
most times are not more than 
15 in number. But it's in those 
g r o u p s  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e 
happen ing  in  t e r ms  o f  
benefits. 

" T h e r e ' s  n o  n o r m a l 
reason for Catholic Church to 
say they'll not go for burial 
except in one instance. We 
have what is called Annual 
Membership Card (AMC). 
I t ' s  a  m e m b e r s h i p 
revalidation fee to prove that 
you're a member of  the 
Catholic Church. 

"If  you come every year, 
it's N200. When you buy the 
card, take it to the church 
Secretary to prove that you're 
still a member. It's a kind of  
roll call. If  you're a member 
of  a parish, and you're not 
paying your AMC, it means 
your name is not in the 
Church's ledger. 

"It's the AMC that proves 
you're a member. So, without 
AMC, how will the church 
know you're a member? 
That's the only case where the 
church will say the priest will 
not go for the burial of  such a 

...Churches add to the woes
of bereaved families in South East 
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person."
Mrs. Bridget Ekene, a 

member of  the Apostolic 
Church said that she is still 
shocked on how a tribe that 
claims to be very smart like 
the Igbo still allows churches 
to suck them dry during every 
burial ceremony.

"Our biggest problem is 
r e l i g i o u s  h y p o c r i s y. 

N d i g b o  r e l i g i o u s l y 
hypocritical: 

Whenever issues like 
these are raised, you'll see 
some of  us hiding just because 
we want to remain in the good 
book of  one Apostle, Pastor 
or even national council.

"If  the dead owes any 
money to the church, the field 
wants it taken care of  before 
any burial  conversat ion 
b e g i n s .  T h e  c h u r c h ' s 
mathematical permutation to 
arrive at the amount owed 
often shocks me.

"I've seen families in most 
churches leave where they go 
to negotiate burial levy with 
over a million naira debts 
hanging on their necks, most 
of  which the family cannot 
explain how the church came 
up with.

"My church has its own 
problem. I'm not going to say 
we're perfect, but I also know 
where it is worst. In most 
churches in Igbo-land do you 
know they now ask and 
demand that the family settles 
all outstanding fines and dues 
owed by every bereaved 
family member not just that of  
the dead person?

"Put yourself  in the shoes 
of  a family that has gone 
through a lot, paying hospital 
bills to save the life of  their 
loved one to no avail and now 
the church is giving them 
another hellish treatment. 

"When I was small, I was 
told that the church provides 
comfort, but now they've 
tur ned around to  br ing 
t roub le s.  Those  g reedy 
clergymen do not care if  the 
deceased was not a person of  
means  or  one  who had 
children of  means. 

"A poor woman or man in 
a village has no chance of  
seeing clergymen lining up to 
attend their funerals. Our 
clergymen do not show up at 
burials because they have any 

connection to the dead, but 
because they will return home 
with pockets full of  money 
and eat specially prepared 
food. 

" I t  h a s  b e c o m e  s o 
shameful that churches now 
specify the number of  rice 
coolers, heaps of  pounded 
yams, and naira lavished pots 
o f  soups,  s tupendous ly 
garnished with assorted meat 
and fish. 

"Go to the burial of  a rich 
man, you'll see hundreds of  
uninvited clergymen lining up 
like Almajiris at funerals of  
people they do not know, only 
because they heard that the 
family is rich. 

"The most conscienceless 
part of  it is that same people 
who robbed you during the 
funeral will expect you to 
return to the same church on 
Sunday for thanksgiving. 

"On that Sunday, the 
extortion continues. friends 
and families who attended the 
church service with you will 
be forced to get involved into a 
fundraising."

Revivalists, Evangelist 
Nicholas Ogbonna described 
some churches position on 
issue of  burial as complete 
errors that has absolutely 
n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h 

Christianity.
"Burial simply means to 

bury somebody. And what's 
burying somebody? It's just to 
dig a grave, friends and well 
wishers will witness it and you 
lower that person to the grave. 

"The enemy (devil) is very 
subtle. The enemy has not 
only subtly penetrated every 
n o o k s  a n d  c r a n n i e s  o f  
Christianity, but has also 
bastardized it and made a 
mountain out of  a molehill. 

"Issues we're supposed to 
give attention to, we withdraw 
from it and now exert our 
energies and fortunes on 
i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e 
inconsequential. 

"All these ostentatious 
and flamboyance spending, 
and who buried who, is not 
o n l y  u n c h r i s t i a n  b u t 
paganism. It's not how you 
were buried that matters, but 
how you lived. 

"If  you go to the scripture, 
you'll see the story of  the 
burial of  John the Baptist in 
Matthew Chapter 14 when he 
was beheaded. Bible said his 
disciples only came, took his 
body and buried him and 
went their way. 

"Talk about Jesus who's 
the author and finisher of  our 
faith, when he died, Joseph of  
Arimathea and Nicodemus 
took him and buried him in 

the  tomb o f  Jose ph  o f  
Arimathea. 

"It was same with some 
other people like Stephen in 
the Acts of  the Apostles 
Chapter 7 and parts of  8. So, 
all these shenanigans and 
noise they are making about 
burial is an error."

He stressed that spending 
money that even the living 
ends up dying because of  the 
fear of  burying the dead, 
should not be allowed into the 
church of  God. 

"It's a complete error. I'm 
one of  those God has given 
the grace to help those who 
are being put under a terrible 
yoke about burying their 
heads same with marriages. 

"The issue of  bur ia l 
should not be an issue in 
Christianity. It's a distraction, 
a digression and a foolishness 
of  the highest order. 

"That's why I continue to 
say i t  and I  don ' t  have 
apologies to anybody. In the 
real pattern of  burying the 
dead and its simplicity, I copy 
a lot from Islam. That pattern 
should be the Christian way. 

" I 'm not  say ing  you 
shouldn't put somebody in a 
mortuary. There's nothing 
wrong with that. However, to 
spend much or force people to 
spend much simply because 
they want to bury the dead is a 
complete error."

He went further to debunk 
the notion held by some 
persons that the quality and 
n a m e  o f  a  p r i e s t  w h o 
conducted any burial has any 
effect on the final resting place 
of  the dead. 

"Again, to determine who 
b u r i e d  w h o  i s  a n o t h e r 
foolishness. Somebody died 
an occultists, a useless and a 
v e r y  w i c k e d  m a n  a n d 
someone is saying let's get a 
Bishop and a Primate to bury 
him believing it has effect on 
eternity. That's nonsense. 

"What matters is how his 
life was when he was living. 
Supposedly somebody died, 
his body sank in an ocean and 
there was no space for burial? 
So, what's the essence of  
bringing dead bodies to ride 
on Limousines and others 
when he never rode on a 
bicycle? 

"What's happening to 
Christianity? Have we gone 
crazy? Why are we making a 
mountain out of  molehill? 
Why are we making a matter 
out of  a burial, instead of  
s p e n d i n g  m o n e y  o n 
outreaches and soul winning?

"We spend money in 
burying the dead who never 
lived for Christ. So, it doesn't 
matter who buried you. What 
matter is who you lived your 
life for?"
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J
u v e n t u s 
h a v e 
withdrawn 

Paulo  Dyba la ' s 
contract extension 

offer,  according to 
reports.

Dybala's current 
€7 .5m-a-year  dea l 
expires in June 2022 

and Juve had offered him 
a new €10m-a-year deal.

The Argentine and 
h i s  a g e n t s 

t u r

irus measures have 

Vf o r c e d  t h e 
postponement or 

cancellation of  a string of  
Olympic qualifiers and test 
events.

A  Tokyo  Olympics 
water polo test event has 
been cancelled because 
sports officials cannot enter 
Japan due to coronavirus 
restrictions, reports said 
Tuesday.

The event is only the 
la tes t  v ic t im of  v i r us 
restrictions, which have 
forced the cancellation or 
postponement of  a series of  
Olympic qualifiers and 
tests.

The two-day water polo 
event was supposed to open 
on Saturday, but has been 
s c r a p p e d  b e c a u s e  o f  
J a p a n ' s  s t r i c t  t r av e l 
regulations, which bar 
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  f o r e i g n 
nationals from entering the 
c o u n t r y,  l o c a l  m e d i a 
reported.

The restrictions mean 

time-keepers and record-
keepers who were due to 
travel to Japan cannot take 
part in the event, although 
Kyodo news agency said it 
may be rescheduled to a 
later date.

T o k y o  O l y m p i c s 
organisers declined to 
comment.

Test events for the virus-
delayed Games resumed 
last weekend for the first 
time since the pandemic 
began, with a wheelchair 
rugby event held at Tokyo's 
Yoyogi National Stadium.

But there are doubts 
over whether the remaining 
17 test events can be held as 
scheduled.

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
International Swimming 
Federation (FINA) said it 
was considering moving its 
Olympic qualifiers from 
Japan.

Those events include the 
D i v i n g  W o r l d  C u p 
scheduled for this month 
and the Artistic Swimming 

qualifier scheduled for 
May.

FINA's competition 
calendar already lists both 
events, along with the May 
29-30 Olympic marathon 
swim qualifier in Japan's 
Fukuoka, as cancelled.

The governing body 
reportedly told member 

nations last week that it had 
r e c e i ve d  “ w o r r y i n g ” 
information about the 
o r g a n i s e r ' s  p r o p o s e d 
Covid-19 countermeasures.

On Monday, the Japan 
Tr ia th lon  Union  a l so 
announced that a triathlon 
World Cup event due to be 
held in Osaka in May has 

b e e n 
c a n c e l l e d 
b e c a u s e  o f  
v i r u s 
restrictions.

T h e 
competit ion 
was  no t  an 
Olympic test 
e v e n t  b u t 
helps decide 
which athletes 
wil l  quali fy 
f o r  t h e 
Games, and 
was meant to 
fea ture  130 
t r i a t h l e t e s 
f r o m  3 0 
d i f f e r e n t 
countries.

ned down the  o f fe r  and 
demanded a new €15m-a-year 
deal.

This has led to the Serie A 
champions withdrawing their 
latest offer, leaving Dybala's 
future in doubt.

It  happened after the 
player broke COVID-19 rules 
last week, attending a private 

J
oachim Loew will 
remain Germany 
coach at Euro 2020 

despite last week's latest 
humiliating defeat, the 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
German FA (DFB) 
declared on Tuesday.

L o e w  i s  u n d e r 
p r e s s u r e  a f t e r 

Germany crashed 
to a 2-1 home loss 
t o  N o r t h 
Macedonia in a 
W o r l d  C u p 
quali f ier,  four 
months after a 6-
0  dr ubbing by 

S p a i n  i n  t h e 
Nations League.

The latest  defeat was 
Germany's first loss in World 

Cup qualifying for 20 years.
G e r m a n y  h a v e 

struggled for consistent 
form since finishing 
bottom of  their group 
at the 2018 World Cup 
under Loew, when 
they were defending 
champions.

The 61-year-old is 

set to step down after 15 years 
in charge following the delayed 
European Championship from 
June 11-July 11.

“The disappointing game 
(against North Macedonia) 
has not changed anything with 
regards to our plans,” DFB 
president Fritz Keller told daily 
Bild.

'Jogi' Loew and his team will 
analyse everything and draw 
the right conclusions to be 
successful at the European 
championships.”

The defeat left Germany 
third in their World Cup 
qualifying group, trailing 
leaders Armenia by three 
points and behind North 
Macedonia on goal difference 

and led to calls for Loew to be 
replaced before the Euros.

“It is clear that we need a 
change — and not just at some 
point, but now, in the short 
term,” Felix Magath, who 
coached Wolfsburg to the 2009 
Bundesliga title, said last week.

party at Weston McKennie's 
h o m e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r 
teammate Arthur.

Juventus fined all three 
players and dropped them for 
their clash against rivals 
Torino.

Dybala is facing even more 
significant consequences.

It is understood the club 
has told the player he can 
extend his stay at the club on 
the same conditions of  his 
current agreement.

Dybala joined Juventus in 
a €40m deal from Palermo in 
2015 and has scored 98 goals in 
243 games with the Serie A 
giants since.

SPORTS
Juventus withdraw

Dybala's new contract

Loew to remain in charge at
Euro 2020, insists FA

Tokyo Olympics test event cancelled

Dybala

Leow

News Echo Executive
Editor marks birthday 

t was jubilation Ig a l o r e  a n d 
merriment in 

N e w s  E c h o 
N e w s p a p e r 
yes te rday  as  i t s 
Executive Editor, 
J e n n i f e r  J o h n , 
m a r k e d  h e r 
b i r t h d a y 
anniversary.

M a n a g e m e n t , 
e d i t o r i a l  u n i t , 
graphics unit and 
c i r c u l a t i o n 
including the driver, 
g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e 
conference hall of  
the organization to 
celebrate with the 
celebrator who was 
full of  happiness 
and smiles.

A  p r a y e r  w a s 
offered to her by the 
N e w s  E d i t o r , 
Chigozie Uzosike, 
who invoked God 
to continue to keep, 
guide and grant her 
more precious life 
and shower her with 
blessings.

Also, wishing the 
celebrator better 
l i v i n g ,  t h e 
Managing Editor, 
Ori Martins, prayed 
that the resurrection 
power of  Easter had 
r o l l e d  o u t  a l l 
challenges in her life 
inc lud ing  News 
Echo Newspaper 
which he prayed 
would continue to 

add to the good of  
the society.

H o w e v e r , 
expressing gratitude 
to God for adding 
another year to her 
age, the celebrator, 
J e n n i f e r  J o h n , 
appreciated all for 
celebrating with 
her.

The  ce lebra tor 
also thanked the 
N e w s  E c h o 
Publisher, Chief  
Chimezie Kingsley 
( E b u b e m b a 
Ikeduru) and his 
wife, Lolo Maureen 
Nneka Kingsley, for 
t h e i r  s u p p o r t , 
praying that God 
w i l l  o f t e n 
strengthen them.

By Ikenna Orioha



minat Idrees, who 

Ais said to be eight 
months pregnant, 

won the first gold for Team 
Lagos  a t  the  ongo ing 
National Sports Festival in 
Edo State. 

Idrees, who put up an 

he 1st vice President To f  t h e  N i g e r i a 
Olympic Committee 

(NOC) Solomon Ogba has 
applauded the Edo State 
government for putting up a 
state of  the art facilities for 
the on-going 20th National 
Sports Festival in Benin City.

The former president of  
the Athletic Federation of  
N i g e r i a  s a i d  h e  w a s 
impressed with the facilities 
especially the swimming 
pool where Delta State 
contingents continue to rake 
in medals.

“We competed with Edo 
for the hosting right but they 
won it, it's like a battle 
between brothers and i was 

eal  Madrid boss, RZined ine  Z idane 
wants to join Italian 

giants, Juventus from Real 
Madrid.

The Frenchman is said to 
be seriously considering 
leaving Real Madrid at the 
end of  this season, according 
to Todofichajes.

Z i d a n e  h a s  b e e n 
dropping hints about leaving 
Santiago Bernabeu and has 
not committed himself  with a 
new deal.

The former midfielder is 
o n e  m a n a g e r  b e i n g 
considered for the Juventus 
bench.

Juventus have so far kept 
faith with Andrea Pirlo but he 

has seen his side struggle for 
form and they could fire him.

Juventus crashed out of  
the Champions League to FC 
Porto and are struggling in 
the league, dropping points in 
two consecutive games that 
they should have won against 
Benevento and Torino.

Andrea Pirlo's side face 
Napoli in their next match 
and they are a tough side to 
face for any team.

The report says that if  
Juve fail to win against 
Napoli on Wednesday the 
club's board may have to let 
Pirlo go.

And the report added that 
Juventus may be Zidane's 
next destination.

happy with the kind of  show 
they put up,” Ogba said.

“ O n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
problems with us in Nigeria 
h a s  b e e n  l a c k  o f  
maintenance, but i am sure 
the state governor, Godwin 
Obaseki and his amiable 
deputy, Philip Shaibu, a 
sport lover, will surely look 
after the facilities.

“As a state, we are here to 
defend the title we won in 
2018 and we already started 
with the few medals won in 
the last two days.

“It's a great honour for 
me personally to witness this 
year's festival after the 
postponement occasioned 
b y  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic,” Ogba noted.

c a t e g o r y  a n d  a n 
individual bronze in the 
same category. 

This makes her one of  
the leading medalists at 
the festival, it was learnt. 

Similarly in the 2018 
e d i t i o n  o f  t h e 

hairman, Council 

Co f  E l d e r s , 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 

C h i e f  E m m a n u e l 
I w u a n y a n w u ,  h a s 
explained that the story of  
h is  l i fe  would not  be 
complete without talking 
about sports

He made the remark in 
his Glass House office, 
Ugwu Orji, Owerri while 
playing host to Imo branch 
of  the Spor ts  Writers 
Association of  Nigeria last 
week.

Ahaejiagamba as he is 
popularly called who was 
formerly the proprietor of  
the Iwuanyanwu Nationale 
Football Club used the 

occasion to rub minds with 
the sports writers on a 
number of  contemporary 
national issues including 
sports. 

He has reminded that he 
has been associated with 
sports from childhood 
where he gave a good 
account of  himself  in 
athletics. He expressed 
appreciation to the sports 
journalists for their support 
and criticisms, suggestions 
while he held sway as the 
doyen of  sports back in the 
days.

The Board of  Trustees 

(BOT) member of  the 
People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) noted that sports is a 
very important aspect of  
the society critical for 
human development as 
well as a tool for developing 
n a t i o n a l  i m a g e  a n d 
character of  the nation. 

He went on to note that 
sports is the only element of  
national unity adding that 
every other thing that 
wields us together as a 
nation has gone.

Decrying the killing in 
Ebonyi he observed that in 
the history of  this nation, it 
is not known that the Igbo 

lbert Corey was one 

Aof  the heroes of  the 
1 9 0 4  O l y m p i c 

Games after winning two 
silver medals in the marathon 
and 4 mile team race. He died 
on 3rd August 1926 at the age 
of  48.

H e  wa s  h a i l e d  a s  a n 
American track star, with the 
26-year-old's name going 
down in history at the first 
games where gold, silver and 
bronze medals were awarded 
to participants.

But Corey was in fact 
French and 117 years on from 
his Olympic success, France 
wants his medals returned 

and the record books set 
straight.

A local councilor in Corey's 
home town of  Meursault has 
asked the French Olympic 
Committee to press the issue 
w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Olympic Committee after 
discovering his story by 
chance.

Albert Corey won two 
Olympic silver medals for the 
U.S. at the 1904 Olympic 
Games but a historian in 
France has revealed he was in 
fact French. Now, France 
wants his medals back and the 
record books set straight.

“France did not officially 

participate in those Olympics 
[in 1904],” Clement Genty 
told AFP. “After digging a 
little deeper, we discovered 
there was a French citizen 
living in America who took 
part in the Olympics and won 
two silver medals.”

C o r e y  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Meursaul t  in  1878  and 
enrolled in the French army 
in 1896 but records show that 
in 1903 he went absent 
without leave after fleeing to 
A m e r i c a  t o  p u r s u e  h i s 
running dream.

Then aged 25, Corey had 
excelled as a runner in the 
army ranks, breaking the 160 
kilometer record in 1899. 
When he arrived in America, 
he joined a running club in 
Chicago and was picked to 
represent the First Regiment 

Athlet ic  Associat ion of  
Chicago at the 1904 games in 
St Louis.

Corey finished third in the 
marathon but was upgraded 
to second place after the gold 
medalist, Fred Lorz, was 
found to have cheated by 
hitching a lift in a car.

Half  of  the participants 
dropped out at various stages 
of  the race because of  the 
sweltering heat but afterwards 
Corey boasted to newspaper 
reporters that he “could've 
done one more lap.”

Gold was awarded to 
B r i t i s h - b o r n  A m e r i c a n 
Thomas Hicks in a time of  
three hours, 28 minutes and 
53 seconds to beat Corey by 
six minutes.  Corey was 
almost 13 minutes ahead of  
the bronze medalist.

has ever attacked anybody 
o r  g r o u p  o f  p e r s o n s 
w h e r eve r  t h e y  r e s i d e 
wondering why the Fulani 
herdsmen would come and 
m a s s a c r e  E b o n y i 
indigenes.

inspiring outing, won the 
gold in the Mixed Poomsae 
category in Taekwondo 
a l o n g s i d e  h e r  m a l e 
counte r par t ,  Arowora 
Roqeeb. 

She also won silver in 
the female team Poomsae 

competit ion,  Aminat 
Idrees won a bronze 
medal in the individual 
(female). In taekwondo 
Team Pair, she also won 
silver alongside Arowora 
Rokeeb.

In other events at Edo 

2020, Team Lagos won 
silver medal in the female 
team six-a-side cricket, 
w h i l e  t h e i r  m a l e 
counterpart won a bronze 
medal. 

Edo won the gold 
medal of  the six-aside 

c r i c k e t  eve n t  a t  t h e 
festival. 

Edo beat Kwara and 
Lagos to silver and bronze 
medals respectively. 

Also, Rachael Tonjo, 
the record holder in the 
swimming event won gold 
medal for the hosting 
state. 
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NSF: Pregnant Lagos athlete wins gold in taekwondo

Aminat Idrees (right) with other members of Team Lagos

Zidane
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Ogba lauds Edo govt
on first class facilities

LaLiga: Zidane wants
Juventus job

117 Years On: France
wants U.S to return 1904
Olympic medals

My story not complete without
sports – Iwuanyanwu

By Chinyere Nwaneri



                         

Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Afam	Echi,	08137914644

ISSN: 2736-0512     WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021     VOL. 2 NO. 41

Pg. 3

Pg. 8

e s i d e n t  d o c t o r s  Rnationwide began what 
was described as an 

indefinite strike on Thursday over 
poor conditions of  service. 
Among other demands, the 
doctors who make up a high 
proportion of  physicians in the 
tertiary sector are asking for an 
upward adjustment of  the current 
hazard allowance, the payment of  
C O V I D - 1 9  i n d u c e m e n t  
allowance, particularly in state-
owned tertiary institutions. 
Interestingly, the resident doctors' 
strike coincides with the medical 
leave of  the President, Major 
General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd), who left the country on 
Wednesday for the United 
Kingdom, in order to undergo 
what has been described as a 
'routine medical check-up'. 

T h e  t w o  i s s u e s  h a v e  
expectedly generated spirited 
conversation, not just on the status 
of  healthcare in the country but 
also on the insistence of  top 
political leaders to enjoy, at 
taxpayers' expense, the luxury of  
m e d i c a l  t o u r i s m .  T h e  
conversation will not go away 
soon as the practice and pastime 
of  overseas medical trips, reduced 
significantly by the COVID-19 
pandemic, usually, at least in 
n o r m a l  t i m e s ,  i n c r e a s e  
correspondingly with the decay in 
our health sector. In other words, 
for as long as our health 
institutions remain in disarray, 
that they currently are, for so long 
will medical tourism become 
outstandingly attractive, not just 
to public office holders, but also to 
all who can afford it. 

Let us get to the heart of  the 
matter. If  Buhari were a private 
citizen, the issue will probably not 
be worth talking about, for then; 
he will be spending hard earned 
money to look after himself  which 
he perfectly has a right to do. So, 
the discussion and controversy 
have arisen because it involves the 
alternative uses of  public funds 
spent on medical tourism, 
especially in light of  the existence 
of  Aso Rock Clinic for which 
budgetary allocations are made 
annually.

In several other climes, a 
linkage is made between national 
security and the health of  
presidents and top politicians. For 
example, it is unthinkable that any 
political helmsman in a developed 
country would allow themselves 
to be treated by doctors belonging 
to another country. It is not just 

about national pride but about 
security as well, especially in the 
age of  resurgent nationalism and 
beggar-thy-neighbour economic 
policies. The issue goes beyond 
that, taking into account the years 
when the world was divided 
between liberal capitalism and 
socialism. 

Presidents of  countries like 
Cuba which were surrounded by 
enemy states would not have 
considered it an option to be 
treated in what they considered a 
hostile territory. For some reason, 
this dimension of  the problem has 
not featured very much in public 
discussion just as our abject 
dependence for the supply of  arms 
and ammunition on other 
countries has been taken for 
granted as normal. 

There are various redemptive 
possibilities, one of  them linked to 
the promise made by Buhari 
during the campaign that he 
would put an end to medical 
tourism by enacting a law that 
would forbid, even penalise, 
public officials who engage in it. 
The story was told of  a former 
Prime Minister of  an Asian 
country, who in the course of  a 
visit to England, refused to wear 
an English-made fabric because it 
was against the law of  his country 
for a public official to so do and as 
Prime Minister, he felt he had a 
duty to obey his country's laws 
even on foreign soil. 

Needless to say that Nigeria 
never developed this kind of  
na t iona l i sm and  na t iona l  
attachment of  its elites to its laws 
as everyone is seeking for 
loopholes by which they can 
increase private satisfaction at the 
expense of  public good. That is 
probably why Nigeria had been 
called a market rather than a 
nation but it is still possible for our 
political elite to develop the kind 
of  nationalism exuded by great 
nations in the course of  rapid 
development. It was hoped that 
COVID-19 would have taught the 
important lesson that it is 
extremely risky to depend on the 
medical infrastructure built by 
other countries for the day may 
come when such infrastructure is 
not accessible. 

Were this lesson to have been 
learnt, we would have been busy 
investing in the state of  our 
medical institutions, tertiary and 
basic, or retaining through 
motivational policies, Nigerian 
medical personnel who are leaving 
the country in droves, and on 
saving up for the rainy day, scarce 
foreign exchange, currently being 

frittered away. Obviously, this has 
not happened and is perhaps not 
about to happen, meaning that our 
medical facilities will remain 
many more years, in the doldrums 
to which they have been consigned 
by the political and military elites. 

E v i d e n t l y ,  N i g e r i a ' s  
dysfunction, especially in the 
health and educational sectors, 
has provided a bonanza for other 
countries around the globe which 
have turned our lack of  innovation 
a n d  i n i t i a t i ve  i n t o  t h e i r  
opportunities. Hence, in the same 
manner as the British Council 
once projected that, in the 
foreseeable future, Britain will 
continue to benefit from the lack 
of  quality in Nigerian education 
and should brace for the pickings, 
Britain and other countries can 
confidently predict that because 
Nigerian leaders lack attention to 
the things that 
count most, they 
will continue to 
reap windfal l  
dividends from 
medical tourism 
g i v e n  t h a t  
Nigeria's health 
sector remains in 
tatters. 

M e d i c a l  
tourism to the 
U.K.  d i rec t ly  
b e n e f i t s  t h e  
British taxpayer 
as it is estimated 
that  c lose  to  
N1bn, annually, 
is spent by the 
N i g e r i a n  
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
business elites 
l o o k i n g  f o r  
medical succour 
o u t s i d e  t h e  
country's shores. 
It is not just that, 
the number of  
Nigerian-trained 
doctors working 
o v e r s e a s  
continues to rise 
b y  t h e  d a y  
especially after a 
s e r i e s  o f  
advertisements 
in the wake of  
C O V I D - 1 9  
s e e k i n g  f o r  
d o c t o r s  f r o m  
N i g e r i a .  
Insecurity may 
t o d a y  b e  
Nigeria's no. 1 
problem but that 
is partly because 
it is the most 
v i v i d  a n d  

dramatic. Who, for example, is 
keeping a tab on how many 
Nigerians die daily because of  the 
a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  m e d i c a l  
infrastructure or because of  the 
tardiness in paying outstanding 
allowances to overworked doctors 
in search of  escape doors to 
countries which have the good 
sense to privilege medical 
institutions and workers?

Politicians are busy scheming 
for the next elections but most 
Nigerians are busy wondering 
when the running saga of  
g o v e r n a n c e  f a i l u r e  a n d  
incompetence will come to an 
end. As this columnist has 
repeatedly maintained, the 
politicians appear to be deaf  and 
dumb concerning the issues that 
touch us most, disconnected from 
the unflattering reality of  our daily 
existence and trouble. True, some 

of  the problems are entrenched 
and may take several years to 
resolve but pray, what is wrong in 
making an inspiring start as 
several other countries have done? 

A reversal of  the dismally low 
budgetary allocation to health is 
the first order of  business in the 
search for meaningful change. As 
known, for several years, health 
has been tragically underfunded 
hardly ever reaching up to five per 
cent of  total budget in contrast to 
many other countries, some on the 
African continent, who devote as 
high as 20% of  their annual 
budgets to health. Nigeria has the 
capacity not just to bounce back 
but also to become a medical hub 
where the ailing from many other 
countries can be cured or 
remedied. Sadly, however, the 
journey to that destination is yet to 
commence.
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