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Nnamdi Kanu blasts
No election in Anambra except Uzodimma is removed
Move AIG Okon out of Zone 9, South East
Police, army must stop killings in Igbo nation

Anambra 2021: APGA
chooses June 23 for
primary election

Any sensible
govt ‘ll sack
Pantami
– Wike

Ebonyi killings:
Umahi doles out N40m
to victims

Herders’ attack on farmers:
Obiano restates ban on
open grazing in Anambra

Igbo have largest stake in Nigeria
– Ex-Ohanaeze dep. pub. scribe

Ohanaeze cautions
army about arrest
of Igbo youths
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
new book titled 
Governor Willie 
Obiano, Seven 

Years Delivering Good 
Governance In Anambra 
State has been presented 
to the public in Awka, 
the Anambra state capi-
tal.

The official presenta-
tion was performed on 

New book offers insight intoNew book offers insight into
Obiano’s seven years administrationObiano’s seven years administration

Wednesday, where Gov-
ernor Willie Obiano was 
special guest of  honour, 
at the Professor Dora 
Akunuili Women’s De-
velopment Center, Awka.

The two hundred and 
forty four pages book 
published by Anambra 
Broadcasting Service 
was edited by Dr. Uche 
Nworah and Dr. Emeka 
Arinze.

Speaking, Governor 
Obiano gave assurances 
that his eyes are still on 
the ball, expressing opti-
mism that he will finish 
strongly and hand over 
to someone that will do 
better than him, stressing 
that his administration’s 
vision and mission which 
birthed the pillars and 
enablers, has helped him 

APGA cautions agents of
confusion, says no consensus
candidate 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Chairman of  the All 
Progressive Grand 

Alliance (APGA) has de-
bunked the ongoing rumour 
that the former Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), 
governor, Professor Charles 
Soludo has been anointed as 
consensus candidate by the 
state executive of  the party, 
while cautioning agents of  
confusion to steer clear.

Speaking to newsmen in 
a press briefing organised 
by the party to address the 
trending social media war 
between the party aspir-
ants and their media aides, 
which was held at the party 
Secretariat Awka, on Tues-
day, the party chairman said 
APGA in Anambra, Sir 
Norbert Obi said that they 
have observed for some time 
now that, aides to aspirants 
contesting the November 6, 
governorship election un-
der the party platform, has 
been engaging each other 
abusively to buy the minds 
of  delegates ahead of  its 
primaries, slated for June, 
2021, noting that the party 
could no longer fold its arms 
and watch them de-market 
the APGA that have been 
in power for good sixteen 
years in the state.

He disclosed that Soludo 

will also go for the primaries 
as others, who also aspire 
to take over from governor 
Willie Obiano in March next 
year.

He said Soludo, following 
governor Obiano to wherever 
he goes, is for his personal in-
terest and had nothing to do 
with the electoral process of 
the party.

“APGA is a peaceful politi-
cal party in the state and has 
been in control of  the Gov-
ernance of  Anambra state 
since 2006. Within this peri-
od, we have witnessed four 
major governorship elections, 
that is, Peter Obi’s first and 
second tenure election, the 
incumbent governor Willie 
Obiano’s first and second ten-
ure election and none of  these 
elections was characterized 

Gregory University parleys China 
for educational development
By Glory Ugochukwu

G
regory University 
Uturu in keeping 
with the vision 

of  the school to create a 
global centre of  academic 
excellence, management 
of  the institution has 
signed a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) 
with a consortium of  
Chinese organizations.

The Acting Registrar, 
Gregory University, Rev 
Sleek Ogwo said that 
‘the collaborative agree-
ment was signed between 
Gregory University Utu-
ru and four organiza-
tions, namely, Nigeria- 
China Business Council, 
Nigeria- China Friend-
ship Association, China 
Industrial and Commer-
cial Enterprises, HUAX-
IN Arts and Troupe 
(HAAT), with the aim of  
fostering closer ties be-

tween the institution, the 
four organizations in par-
ticular, the government 
and people of  China in 
general.’

He also said that ‘The 
MoU seeks to encourage 
annual academic and cul-
tural exchanges among 
the participating groups 
and it is also envisaged 
that the agreement will 
help facilitate execu-
tion of  shared common 
missions while boosting 
multilateral relationships 
among partners.”

The Chancellor of  
Gregory University Utu-
ru, Professor Gregory 
Ibe, reacting to the de-
velopment, said that ‘the 
marriage between the in-
stitution and the Chinese 
consortium is the produc-
tive outcome of  many 
diplomatic shuttles em-
barked upon by the uni-
versity aimed at opening 

Ene Okon returns to Abia as AIG Zone
9, sets to stamp out criminals
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

I
mmediate past Abia 
State Commissioner of  
Police, Etim Ene Okon 

has been transferred back 
to the State as the new As-
sistant Inspector General of  
(AIG) of  Police,  in charge 
of  Police Zone 9 formation 
with a zero tolerance plan 
against criminals in the 
zone.

He has therefore assured 
the zone, comprising of  
Abia, Imo, and Ebonyi 

states of  peace which he 
offered Abians as the then 
Commissioner of  Police.

He said that as a super-
visor of  the three states, “I 
will expand the strategies 
adopted as the CP of  Abia 
State to cover the zone”, 
noting that though cover-
ing the zone is challenging 
“at this time we are having 
bombings, arson and kid-
napping being order of  the 
day”, even as policemen 
are being killed and stations 
burnt, which he said was a 
thing of  concern and speaks 

up new business, educa-
tional and cultural fron-
tiers for the institution in 
the Asian world.’

He also said that ‘Greg-
ory University Utu-

ru has remained in the 
forefront of  global edu-
cation through her pop-
ular annual exchange 
programme with visits 
to notable institutions in 

volume.
While ensuring that State 

Commissioners of  Police 
will evolve strategies to con-
tain the situation to bring 
about the desired peace sin 
the zone, he disclosed that 
the Inspector General of  
Police, IGP had given AIGs 
a primary assignment to en-
sure constant bombings of  
police facilities comes to a 
stop.

He vowed, “we will strate-
gically confront hoodlums. 
We will go back to those 
days when Abia was hell for 
the criminals.”

 The zone is not new to 
me.  The hoodlums in the 
state know what I can do”, 
adding that he has adopted 
a strategy to take over the 
states in the zone.

He acknowledged low 
moral on the part of  the 
men of  the police, stating 
that this was the aftermath 
of  the ENSARS protest, dis-
closing the mandate of  the 
IGP to the AIGs to boost up 
the moral of  the policemen, 
adding “Nigeria is our coun-
try and we cannot allow 
the destruction of  lives and 
property.

Anambra election: APGA chooses June 23 for party primary
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he ruling All Pro-
gressive Grand Al-
liance (APGA) in 

Anambra State has fixed 
June 23 for the party’s gov-
ernorship primary ahead 
of  the governorship elec-
tion holding on November 
6.

In the guideline released 
by the party, it said Ex-
pression of  Interest forms 
will cost N2 million, with 

Nomination forms priced 
at N20 million.

Female aspirants and as-
pirants living with disabili-
ties according to the guide-
line would be granted 50% 
discount of  the amount. 
The tentative timetable of  
activities for the Novem-
ber 6 governorship poll 
signed by APGA’s Na-
tional Organising Secre-
tary, Mr. Ifeanyi Mbaeri, 
said the National Working 
Committee (NWC) will 
meet on June 27 to ratify 

with campaign of  calumny, 
mudslinging and physical 
attacks on fellow aspirants 
through their media teams 
within the party as we are wit-
nessing now”, he added.

He hinted that very soon the 
party will summon a meeting 
with all the aspirants to ad-
dress them on the level of  pre-
paredness the party has put 
in place ahead of  it primaries 
and election proper.

He said ‘Again, those so-
cial media aides or warriors 
who have made themselves 
the mouthpiece of  the party 
without any authorization 
or permission should desist 
from such acts because they 
are insulting the party and 
also risking our chances in 
this forthcoming governor-
ship election in the stat’.

the party’s governorship 
candidate for the Anam-
bra governorship election. 
APGA said sale and re-
turn of  nomination forms 
will be done from May 25 
to June 8.

It said that screening of  
prospective governorship 
aspirants will be conduct-
ed at APGA National Sec-
retariat Abuja on June 10, 
while resolution of  appeals 
arising from the screening 
is to be held at the same 
venue on June 12.

In addition, the party 
said that a special ward 
congresses for election of  
ad hoc delegates in the 326 
wards in Anambra State 
will hold on June 15, while 
special state congress/pri-
mary election in Awka, 
Anambra state on June 
23. The guideline said that 
resolution of  appeals/dis-
putes arising from the pri-
mary election will be held 
at APGA National Secre-
tariat Abuja on June 25.

the US and Canada and 
it is therefore believed 
that with this develop-
ment, greater impetus 
will be conferred on the 
exchange programme as 

educational and cultural 
tourism to the People’s 
Republic of  China will be 
incorporated in the exer-
cise.’

put things in perspective.
Speaking about the rip-

ple and multiplier effect 
of  Governor Obiano’s 
legacy projects, Chair-
man on the occasion, 
Chief  Austin Oguejiofor, 
represented by Barrister 
Chijioke Nwakor, said 
that the occasion is to 
celebrate a man of  great 
vision, foresight, astute 
administrator, appreciat-
ing God for blessing the 
state with a man like him.

Earlier, the Managing 
Director and Chief  Ex-
ecutive Officer of  Anam-
bra State Broadcasting 
Service ABS, Dr. Uche 
Nwoarh said that every-
day, ABS, through the 
commentaries set the 
agenda and seek to shape 
public opinion, where 

the establishment con-
tinues to document the 
activities of  government, 
explaining that it is from 
the bank of  commentar-
ies read on ABS over the 
past seven years, that the 
volume was put togeth-
er, to celebrate the mile-
stones of  the governor.

The event attracted dig-
nitaries including mem-
bers of  Anambra State 
Executive Council, An-
ambra Deputy Speaker, 
Hon. Pascal Agbodike, 
Anambra state security 
commanders, Traditional 
Rulers led by Igwe Alfred 
Achebe, Presidents-Gen-
eral, Ohaneze ndi Igbo, 
lead by Chief  Demian 
Ogene-Okeke, heads of  
government agencies, 
media and other mem-
bers of  public.
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From Nonye Udimiri,
Aba

T
here was huge dra-
ma at the popular 
Aba New Mar-

ket (Ahia-Ohuru) along 
Ngwa road, Aba Abia 
State on Wednesday, as 
thugs attacked and in-
jured contractors han-
dling the reconstruction 
of  the road.

Hoodlums said to be 
members of  Ohazu An-
cient Kingdom attacked 
the contractors who were 
working according to 
government’s specifica-
tion on the expansion of  
the road. 

News Echo reports that 
Ngwa road, one of  the 
abandoned dilapidated 
roads in Aba metropolis 
has been a nightmare to 
residents and traders un-
til recently that work be-
gan there.

Reacting to the situa-
tion, Abia State govern-
ment warned the tradi-
tional ruler of  Ohazu 
Ancient Kingdom, HRH 
Eze Sunday Emejiaka 
and the Chairman, Ngwa 
Road Market Traders 
Association, Chijindu 
Ojogho to stop persons 
attacking contractors re-
constructing Ngwa Road 
or be punished.

The warning came 
through the Information 

Thugs dare Abia govt,
beat road contractors  

Commissioner, Chief  
John Okiyi-Kalu  after 
some contractors were 
attacked and  injured and 
chased them out of  a con-
struction site on Ngwa 
Road which is close 
to Ngwa Road Market 
(Ahia-Ohuru). Kalu said, 
“Our attention has been 
drawn to the disruption 
of  ongoing reconstruc-
tion of  Ngwa Road, Aba 
by sundry persons sus-
pected to be traders and 
other community actors 
who attacked the con-
tractors. 

“Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu 
has directed the leader-
ship of  Ngwa Road Mar-
ket Traders Association 
(NGWAMATA) and the 
Traditional Ruler of  the 
area, to ensure that the at-
tacks and harassment on 
contractors ceases forth-
with. “Or they would 
risk sanctions including 
closure of  the market till 
the work is completed 
and suspension of  any 
traditional ruler found 
complicit in the attacks.”

Kalu urged the contrac-
tor, Heartland Construc-
tion company handling 
the road to deploy fully to 
the site in order to meet 
agreed timeline with the 
government before the 
full onset of  rains. He 
said that steps have been 
taken to ensure the safety 

and security of  the con-
tractors on the road.

Chairman, Ngwa Road 
Market Traders Associ-
ation, Chijindu Ojogho 
said that the solution to 
the problem lies in the 
palace of  the Traditional 
ruler of  Ohazu Ancient 
Kingdom. He said, “I 
am tired of  this prob-
lem. People should stop 
calling me because the 
attacks were not done by 
NGWAMATA members 
but by persons from the 
traditional ruler’s com-
munity.

When contacted, HRH 
Eze Sunday Emejiaka 
said he was in an event 
and should be called back 
later and after sending him 

a text message and calling 
him again, he did not re-
spond as at press time.

Residents who spoke to 
News Echo condemned the 
attack on the contractors 
and described it as greed 
and something that can 
only happen because Abia 
State government has de-
cided to tolerate sacred 
cows.

One of  the residents, 
Onyekachi Wogu said, 
“The families that attacked 
the contractors over the 
years have been collecting 
money from traders selling 
goods on top of  rubbish 
and refuse. Their wish is 
that the road will remain 
bad so that their business 
will continue.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

O
ne of  the founding 
democratic political 
parties in Nigeria, 

the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), has zone it governor-
ship ticket to Anambra south 
senatorial district for equity, 
fairness and justice, ahead of 
the forthcoming November 6, 
governorship election in the 
state.

The chairman of  the party, 
Anambra State chapter, Dr. 
Webster Okonkwo disclosed 
this in a statement signed and 
made available to newsmen in 
Awka on Thursday.

Okonkwo said the decision 
to zone the party ticket to An-
ambra South, was one of  the 
resolutions of  the State Ex-
ecutive Committee meeting 
held at the party Secretariat in 
Awka, on Wednesday night. 
According to him, the party 
considered the mood of  the 
state and the need to ensure 

Anambra election: SDP 
zones gov ticket to south

harmonious transition in ar-
riving at the decision. 

He said the meeting was at-
tended by party stalwarts from 
all parts of  the state including 
the National Vice-chairman 
(South East), Chief  Arinze 
Ekelem, among other dedicat-
ed supporters.

The Chairman urged party 
leaders at all levels to stand 
up for democracy and rule of 
law. He stressed on the readi-
ness of  the party to reclaim its 
mandate truncated by the mil-
itary coup of  1993 by winning 
the governorship election on 
November 6. He also used the 
opportunity to re-announce 
that the vacancy for intending 
aspirants to obtain their ticket 
is still available.

The decision of  the party 
was in line with the request of 
the Anambra South Senatori-
al District chapter of  the party 
to be given the opportunity to 
produce the next Governor of 
the State, Okonkwo conclud-
ed.

L-R: Governor Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State, former Senate President, Ken Nnamani and Governor Hope 
Uzodimma of Imo State at the South/East Strategic Committee meeting held at Imo Governor’s Lodge, 
Abuja on Wednesday.N500,000 bribe: Anambra CP orders

prosecution of accused policemen
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

P
olice operatives of  
the Anambra state 
command has ar-

rested some policemen 
allegedly caught with a 
bribe of  N500, 000.

The cops, whose iden-
tities could not be ascer-
tained as of  press time, 
were arrested following 
a petition by the victim. 
The Police Public Police 
Relations Officer in the 
state, Ikenga Tochukwu, 
who confirmed the devel-
opment, said the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Monday 
Kuryas, expressed ze-
ro-tolerance for extortion 
in the command.

The PPRO stated, “The 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Monday Kuryas, has ex-
pressed total aversion to 
unprofessionalism and 
other extortionist tenden-
cies among some police 
personnel in the com-

mand.
 “The CP made this 

known following a peti-
tion alleging the extortion 
of  the sum of  N500,000 
by some men of  the com-
mand. “Investigations or-
dered by the CP into the 
case led to the swift iden-
tification and arrest of  
the personnel involved”. 
“The sum of  N500,000 
extorted from the vic-
tim was recovered intact 
and returned to him and 
the officers charged with 
misconduct in line with 
extant disciplinary proce-
dures of  the force. “While 
restating his resolve to 
stamp out extortionist 
tendencies among per-
sonnel of  the command, 
the CP urges citizens to 
report any misconduct 
whatsoever by the per-
sonnel of  the command 
to him through the ‘X’ 
Squad or the Public Com-
plaints Bureau.”

Police killer suspect still in our custody - Police
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

F
ollowing lingering 
questions and doubt 
about the whereabouts 

of  a police officer who alleg-
edly shot dead an Okada op-

erator in Igboukwu, Aguata 
local government area of  An-
ambra state last year, police 
said the suspect was in their 
custody.

Police Public Relations 
Officer, Anambra State 
Command, DSP Ikenga To-

chukwu, in a press statement 
made available to journalists 
said “the Commissioner of 
Police, Anambra Command, 
Monday Bala Kryas stated 
that the suspect linked to the 
death of  the late Mr. Ebe-
le Nwaogha, aged 28years 

from Ngo Igboukwu at Aku-
ka Junction, Nkwo Market 
was still in police custody 
and undergoing internal dis-
ciplinary procedure of  the 
Force”. 

“He noted that the outcome 
of  the investigations would 
be made public in due course. 
The CP stated this against 
the background of  reports in 
some sections of  the media 
alleging that the suspect had 
been discharged and freed. 
“He reiterated that the report 
was untrue, malicious, a prod-
uct of  fiction, and the handi-
work of  persons hell-bent on 
misinforming and misleading 
the general public, ostensibly 
to cause mischief  and incite 
the public against the police”. 

The CP therefore warned 
the originators and peddlers 
of  the unfounded rumour 
to desist forthwith, as they 
would not be spared if  ap-
prehended”. He pleaded with 
the public to disregard the 
report, promising that justice 
will take its full course. 

Gregory University hosts Theatre Arts Festival 
By Glory Ugochukwu

G
regory University, 
Uturu is set to host the 
Nigerian Universities 

Theatre Arts Festival (NU-
TAF) live at the Campus Am-
phi Theatre. 

The information was re-
leased by the Chairman Local 
Organizing Committee, Dr. 
Oluseyi Ogungbesan, a senior 
lecturer in the department of 
Theatre and Media Studies, 
in a statement, he said that 
‘NUTAF was established in 
Gregory University which 
was also drawn from NUTA-
SA which also stands for Nige-
rian Universities Theatre Arts 

Students Association in 1981 
at the University of  Ibadan 
with four schools in attend-
ance, as a unique annual plat-
form where students offering 
courses in theatre/dramatic/
performing and media arts in 
Nigeria exhibit their manage-
rial and creative talents as well 
as engage industry players in 
such a way as to positively 
support their professional de-
velopment. It will hold  from 
2nd of  May to 8th May, 2021. 
NUTAF has since then grown 
in size attracting participation 
and performances from over 
30 schools spanning seven 
days activities” he said.

He also said that ‘the theme 

of  this year’s Festival is Theatre 
beyond Limits: The Covid-19 
Era and the Festival functions 
as a bridge between theory 
and practice in the Performing 
Arts training in Nigeria. 

He furthermore said that ‘the 
festival engenders constructive 
conversation of  ideas between 
students, practitioners, and 
scholars in Nigerian Universi-
ties. However, the vice chan-
cellor of  the University, Prof. 
Augustine Uwakwe, also said 
that ‘the University commu-
nity is willing to welcome all 
their invitees including the 
participating schools, and as-
sured them of  utmost safety 
and care as the event unfolds.
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ince news filtered a few days 

Sback that former colonizer 
of Nigeria, Britain plans to 

grant asylum to members of the 
Independent People of Biafra and 
Movement for the Actualization 
of the Sovereign State of Biafra, 
the federal government of Nigeria 
has been terribly agitated. This 
could be glimpsed from the 
comments of  some federal 
government officials.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a l l e g e d  
persecution and hunting of the 
members of the separatist groups 
by the Nigerian government those 
so affected have applied to be 
granted asylum by the United 
Kingdom. The UK Visas and 
Immigration (UKVI) reportedly 
had released new guidelines on 
how to consider and grant asylum 
applications by members of Biafra 
Secessionist groups.

In protest, the Minister of 
Information and Culture, Lai 
Mohammed  described the 
decision as disrespectful adding 
that it would sabotage the fight 
against terrorism and insecurity in 
the country. Mohammed argues 
that IPOB is a proscribed group 
with the tag of terrorism. 

The federal government's 
position has attracted the wide 
rage among the citizens because 
its position flies in the face of 
superior reasonable facts arising 
from its failure to fix the country 
as its responsibility demands. A 
number of questions are necessary 
at this point.

Can the federal government 
sincerely talk about terrorism and 
insecur i ty  f ight  when  i t s  
gove r n m e n t  i s  h a b o u r i n g  
ministers with extremist religious 
views that have vociferously 
espoused the violent Jihadist 
narrative of Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban. President Muhammadu 
Buhari should exit such people if 
he must be taken seriously. Is it not 
said that those who come to equity 
must come with clean.

Britain cannot be fooled. It 
tacitly gave support to the efforts 
that mid-wifed the Buhari's 

regime alongside America. As a 
former colonial master who 
knows well the antecedents of 
Nigerian leaders they appreciate 
firsthand the reality of  the 
situation. British policies all 
along had favoured the north of 
the country. Taking the asylum 
action shows that they mean well 
for Nigeria.

Beyond granting asylum News 
Echo is appealing to UK to put 
pressure on the government to 
regularize all the issues that are 
precipitating the agitation for a 
separatist state. It is noteworthy 
to remark that the secessionist 
tendencies is no longer restricted 
to Biafra groups but has enveloped 
everywhere in the country. 

Naturally, you cannot beat a 
child and stop him from crying. 
Whatever agitations and crises 
that are experienced in the 
countr y  i s  rooted  in  bad  
governance and failure of leaders 
to feel the pulse and respect the 
yearning of the people. They are 
more interested in foisting their 
own interest on the people and in 
the circumstance nothing is 
working or can work.

The wheel of governance has 
become too large for the president 
to steer because so many citizens 
discomforted by his absolute 
failure in every area are now rising 
in protest. All of them are not 
sincerely committed to the 
survival of the country given their 
level of corrupt tendencies and 
which they have perpetuated 
through class protection.

News Echo calls on the leaders 
at all to be reminded that the 
welfare of the people is entrusted 
in their care and that they are 
accountable for every of their 
actions, good or bad, whether or 
not they realize this fact. 

Only a genuine commitment to 
meet the aspirations of  the 
generality of the people is what 
can stem insecurity and all manner 
of agitations. They should stop 
playing politics with people's 
lives.

Friday, April 23, 2021

IPOB’s UK Asylum: 
No reason for FG to rant
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ast Monday, as I was getting Lset for the day's activities, a 
friend called to draw my 

attention to a very badly written 
article with an equally poorly 
crafted title, by one 'charge and 
bail' lawyer, Barr Mike. N. Okafor 
(I doubt if  that is his real name).

The article in discourse was 
specifically published in the 
Nigerian Horn newspaper of  
Monday, April 19, 2021, on page 
10. It was a one full page paid 
advertorial,thus laying credence to 
the fact that the trash would not 
have been published because it 
lacks quality and substance. It 
should have been thrown into the 
trash can if  not for their resort to 
advertorial gimmick. The sponsors 
knew this. They also knew that the 
only way to force public attention 
on the primary-school-like article 
was to smuggle it in as an 
advertorial. 

 After painstakingly reading the 
insipid piece, I wondered how 
somebody who claims to be a 
lawyer could write such a tactless 
article which even a JSS 1 student 
would hate to be associated with.It 
was very absurd. 

To satisfy my curiosity on who 
the said hireling could be, I even 
googled the name,  Mike Okafor, 
just to find out if  the name 
somehow rings a bell. But for 
where. Google does not even know 
the meddlesome interloper. I was 
indeed befuddled.

For emphasis, this mistake of  a 
lawyer, woke up and decided to 
take on head-on, His Royal 
Ma je s ty,  Eze  (Dr )  C le tus  
Ikechukwu Ilomuanya, CON, Obi 
of  Obinugwu kingdom in Orlu 
local government area of  Imo 
State. What actually gave the 
misguided fellow the courage, 
audacity or temerity to throw 
unwarranted salvo on the first class 
monarch of  Eze Ilomuanya's 
pedigree, remains a mystery to me.

However, one undeniable fact is 
that the article which lacks 
coherence, focus and is laced with 
unpardonable contradictions has 
the imprimatur of  HRH, Eze 
Emmanuel Okeke of  Amaifeke 
also in Orlu LGA. The amateurish 
manner Mike Okafor ludicrously 
sang  praises of  Eze Okeke while 
struggling albeit unsuccessfully, to 
diminish the inextiquishable Eze 
Ilomuanya's towering royal status, 
perhaps to justify his pay, was so 
appalling.

There is no denying the fact that 
Eze Okeke is the man behind the 
facade. The watery article easily 
reminds one of  the biblical saying, 
"hand of  Esau, voice of  Jacob". It 
was indeed, a childish, amateurish 
and very poorly executed hatchet 
job. 

In fact, if  I am Eze Okeke, I will 
ask for a refund of  whatever I gave 
to Mike Okafor for the hatchet job. 
The guy's argument, grammar and 
logic was a disaster. If  anything, he 
only succeeded in portraying Eze 
Okeke as a desperado and fifth 
columnist. 

I have always admonished 
ove rzea lous  pe r sons,  who  

erroneously believe that critical 
writing is anybody's job, that they 
are deluding themselves. Writing is 
a a vocation. It is an art for brain 
workers, and not for lousy people , 
least of  all, an improperly trained 
lawyer like Mike Okafor. Honestly, 
I really don't know how this guy 
e ve n  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
prestigious Nigerian Law School. 
Or, does it mean that the Law 
School has become an all comers 
affair where intakes are not 
p r o p e r l y  s c r e e n e d  b e f o r e  
admission?

Nevertheless, let us appraise 
squarely, Okafor's lame duck 
arguments in his hog wash article. 
As for how he managed to get 
himself  called to the Nigerian bar, 
that should be a topic for another 
day,after all, Nigeria is a country 
where impossibilities are easily 
made possible. 

Mike Okafor asserted that 
former Governor Emeka Ihedioha 
paid Eze Ilomuanya his arrears of  
entitlements after reinstating him 
as Obinugwu monarch as ordered 
by the courts after Rochas 
Okorocha's abracadabra. I wonder 
where he got such rubbish 
information from.

A good researcher, more so, a self  
acclaimed lawyer, would have 
done his research properly to 
authenticate his facts, before 
hastily making insubstantiable 
assertion. Ihedioha NEVER paid 
Eze I lomuanya a dime as 
entitlement for all the years 
Okorocha unlawfully kept him out 
of  Office as Chairman, Imo State 
Council of  Traditional Rulers 
dating back to June 6,2011. 

Again, our charge and bail 

lawyer does even know the import 
and letters of  the laws guiding the 
Imo traditional institution. He 
could not even cite one section to 
buttress his blunt arguments. He 
preferred rabbling and making 
vague references to them.

 I dare ask what manner of  a 
lawyer is Mike Okafor for Pete's 
sake? No lawyer worth his 
certificates or onions does that. I 
only pity his unsuspecting clients 
who patronize him in ignorance, 
that is, if  at he truly exists and has a 
chamber. I am also constrained not 
to offer him free tutorials on that. I 
would rather allow him to continue 
e m b a r r a s s i n g  h i m s e l f , a n d  
manifesting his intellectual 
deficiency on an issue he knows 
nothing about. 

Okafor further described Eze 
Okeke as "Chairman of  Imo 
Traditional Institution". My dear 
Okafor, such office is NOT known 
to any law in Imo State, and 
therefore, does not exist. Check 
your facts please, or better still, 
consult the Clerk of  Imo State 
House of  Assembly, who is a 
lawyer of  sound mind and 
mentality for guidance. 

There was also NEVER a time 
Eze  Okeke  abd ica ted  any  
Chairmanship position for Eze 
Ilomuanya.A lion is always the 
king of  the forest. 

FOR real, any rational mind 
reading what Okafor obviously 
struggled to put up, can easily 
decipher the veracity or otherwise 
in the gibberish he lumped together 
and collected money for its 
publication. Must one sell his 
dignity because of  pecuniary 
interest?

Perhaps, it might be illustrative to 
ask Mike Okafor : if  Eze Okeke is 
indeed already the Chairman of  
Imo Traditional Institution as he 
claims, what else is he seeking for? 
Of  what essence therefore, is his 
jaundiced article? Do we have two 
different traditional institutions in 
Imo? Incontrovertibly, Mike 
Okafor is apparently confused 
here. He is undoubtedly at sea, thus 
finding it difficult to differentiate 
his right from his left. A legal 
luminary indeed; kposhi, kposhi!

Frankly, I am struggling to avoid 
doing a thorough and hard line 
essay on Eze Okeke because of  the 
ranting of  this Okafor guy and his 
ilks. My responsible and respectful 
background is against it. 

But, I wonder why every 
lilliputian nowadays, finds it more 
convenient to make news with Eze 
Ilomuanya's name. They must 
know that nobody has monopoly 
of  invectives. There should be a 
limit to everything.

According to Chinua Achebe, 
"because the Crocodile opened its 
mouth for river birds to perk at, 
does not mean that it has lost the 
power to kill". All these people 
throwing opprobrium and sarcasm 
about indiscriminately, and 
cultivating unnecessary enemies 
and hoopla for Eze Okeke, should 
watch it.Eze Okeke himself, 
should call them to order if  truly he 
is not sponsoring them. 

In further clarification to a bogus 
assertion made by Okafor that 
whatever Okorocha didn't correct 
while in office ought to be 
considered dead, I wish to remind 
our charge and bail lawyer that 
government is a continuum. The 

seat of  the Governor is open for 
eligible Imo sons and daughters 
who are qualified, and that is why 
any action taken by the Governor is 
seen in official parlance as having 
been taken by the Governor - in - 
Office , and not in his personal 
capacity. Okorocha did those 
nonsense as Governor,and now 
that His Excellency, Senator Hope 
Uzodinma is on seat, his office 
unfortunately inherits the good, the 
bad and the ugly of  the infamous 
Okorocha's administration. 

The issue of  Ndieze's meeting in 
Awo Idemili in Orsu LGA, is 
another nonsensical issue, which is 
neither here nor there. Eze 
Ilomuanya wasn't even aware of  
such gathering. 

In fact, Okafor's arguments here, 
only portrays Eze Okeke as a back 
stabber, a "Brutus" of  sort, who is 
capable and well crafted in the art  
of  sabotaging any government 
which embraces him. Okafor is 
telling Imo people to be wary of  the 
likes of  Eze Okeke, who could dine 
with Okorocha in the night and 
profess a different colour in day 
time. A chameleon, one could say. 
One who is not trust worthy. 

Note, the above are not my 
w o r d s ,  b u t  t h e  s i m p l e  
interpretation of  what Eze Okeke's 
hack writer, Mike Okafor posited. 
Okafor is a time bomb waiting to 
explode in the compound of  
whoever manufactured it. He is bad 
market in all ramifications. 

I also take strong exception to 
Okafor casting aspersion on HRH, 
Eze (Barr) Anayo Durueburuo for 
freely expressing his mind without 
pouring odium on Eze Okeke or 
any other person for that matter. 
That is how a seasoned lawyer talks 
and not like a motor park lawyer. 
Okafor should render unreserved 
apologies to Eze Durueburuo for 
such reckless utterances against 
him in a public space. 

Finally, I want advice those who 
want to market Eze Okeke, to 
henceforth, kindly do so and leave 
Eze Ilomuanya alone. They should 
stop dragging him into pedestrian 
issues. 

Why is Eze Ilomuanya their 
headache? Why does the mere 
mention of  his name invoke panic 
in some desperate folks who want 
to be Chairman of  Ndieze in Imo at 
all costs, even when over 95% of  
them are clamoring and appealing 
to the Governor to give them Eze 
Ilomuanya as their Chairman? I 
need not remind these panic 
stricken elements that in Igbo 
worldview, it is said that "a man 
whose name is called again and 
again by those trying in vain to 
catch a bull, has something he 
alone can do to bulls ". 

This should be food for thought 
for the likes of  Mike Okafor and his 
busy body group of  sycophants. A 
word is enough for the wise, though 
am skeptical if  he (Okafor) really 
has any semantic boundary with 
the word, 'wise'.

Kennedy Eweama wrote via 0803 
552 9265.

Re: Demand for Eze Ilomuanya’s return
is not  only an illusion but an act of
making much ado about nothing
By Kennedy Eweama 

Ilomuanya
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

C
ivil Society Organiza-
tions have said that the 
perfect solution to inse-

curity is to bridge the commu-
nication gap between the peo-
ple and security operatives.

Speaking during a press brief-
ing in Aba on Thursday, the 
National Coordinator, Civil 
Society Alliance for Civil-Mil-
itary Relations (CSACMIR) 
Chief  Sony Egbulefu, said that 
the only panacea to the current 
insecurity is proper Civil-Mili-
tary Relations.

Egbulefu said that CSAC-
MIR, a network of  civil society 
organizations, is working on 
strengthening the relationship 
between civilians, military, 
paramilitary and other security 
organisations, as that will end 
insecurity. According to him, 
CSACMIR is helping in com-
plimenting the efforts of  gov-
ernment in advancing citizens’ 
unwavering confidence on the 
nation’s security institutions 
and personnel. 

He said, “We are commit-
ted to initiating  a sustainable 
methodology in fostering the 
relationship between civilians, 
military, paramilitary and oth-
er security organizations with 
the view to mitigating the prev-

alent unfriendly atmosphere 
and work in harmonized syn-
ergy to fight crime and create 
a more peaceful and balanced 
society. “We need to create a 
healthy relationship between 
civilians and the military 
through effective participation 
of  the civil society. We need a 
society guaranteed of  no mili-
tary and paramilitary intimida-
tion and brutality. 

“This will help us create a so-
ciety that can confide in the se-
curity institutions without prej-
udices. The entrenchment of  a 
mutual relationship amongst 
the security personnel and ci-
vilians have become expedient 
than ever.  “This will help in 
the much talked about security 
reforms, a better salary scale 
and welfare packages for secu-
rity personnel which will come 
with provision of  a platform 
for monitoring, evaluating and 
reviewing of  the security per-
sonnel conducts while on duty 
including their institution’s 
Act.”

The President, Center for 
Human Rights Advocacy and 
Wholesome Society (CEH-
RAWS), Comrade Chuka 
Okoye, said that a well secured 
society is achievable only when 
there is reciprocated relation-
ship between the security per-
sonnel and the civil society.

Okoye who is also a member 
of  CSACMIR said that only the 
entrenchment of  a Civil-Mil-
itary Realistic Reciprocated 
Relationship (CMR3) among 
both parties will bring proper 
communication that will pro-
vide the needed security.

“It is quite pertinent for the 
state and civil society actors 

to come together and foster 
CSACMIR’s concept towards a 
practical approach in changing 
the existing scenario of  misin-
formation among the populace, 
poor human rights training of  
the military and outplay of  
political considerations above 
other civilized factors. 

“Guns and all those weapons 

Civil society groups call for civil-military 
relations to end insecurity 

can only be effective, when in-
formation is authentic. I don’t 
understand how people think 
it’s possible to secure an area 
without the cooperation of  
those who have spent all their 
years there.

“Both parties need to under-
stand we need each other to 
survive. Any society where po-
lice see their guns as weapon to 
hurt and extort the people, the 
people see police as one enemy 
that means no well, criminals 
will enjoy such society.

“How can we be talking 
about security without under-
standing? Those who should 
work together to stop criminals 
have given them freedom to de-
stroy everybody. 

“The communication gap be-
tween security agencies and the 
people is the major cause of  
insecurity. We must bridge this 
communication gap. 

“Unwarranted indiscrimi-
nate arrest of  innocent citizens 
to extort from them and all 
manner of  intimidation must 
be abandoned if  the people 
must have confidence in our se-
curity agencies again.

“Buying guns and major 
weapons is not bad, but the 
people and security personnel 
must reason in the same line. 
If  they do it, watch criminals 
disappear.”

Poor nurturing of girl-child reason for failed mothers - Expert
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
gender and child right 
advocate, Onyinyechi 
Nwosu has advised 

families in Nigeria to ensure 
that every girl child in their 
homes is properly nurtured for 
the future.

The founder of  Vivacious 
Development Initiative 
(VIDI), Nwosu, a gender and 
child-focused non-profit or-
ganization said that failure to 
nurture the girl-child properly 
is responsible to having unpre-
pared mothers in the society.

She explained that since it 
is the girl-child that grows to 
become a woman, mother and 
wife, her poor nurturing is tan-
tamount to producing wom-
en, mothers and wives who 
are currently failing in their 
duties.

Nwosu stressed that the er-
roneous and unhealthy social 
position the society created for 
the girl-child, has impacted on 
her negatively, as evident in 
many adult women seen in the 

society.
“We’re yet to realize that the 

general development of  the 
girl-child speaks volume when 
it comes to the development 
of  a society. 

“It’s the girl that grows to be-
come the woman, wife, moth-
er and sister. Every woman by 
nature is a nurturer wherever 
she finds herself. If  she’s not 
nurtured properly to nurture 
another, what will she offer?

“Basically, our culture is 
placing the girl-child as ‘a 
thing or precisely two things.’ 
First as her father’s proper-
ty and later as her husband’s 
property. 

“This is how she’s raised and 
this affects her psychological 
development. We have grown-
up women who suffered this 
and currently have low-self  
esteem and don’t believe in 
themselves.”

She decried the fact that 
most women do not believe 
they can do anything for 
themselves and on their own, 
as they depend on their male 
counterparts. 

Nwosu said that VIDI aims 
to help the girl child to reach 
her goals through: Women 
Empowerment, Girl Child 
Advocacy, Child Rights Pro-
tection, Teen Mentoring and 
Parental Coaching.

“Even in our schools today, 
most ladies now just go there, 
do a little, come out just to get 
married. They now see their 
certificate as prerequisite to 
getting the best husband.

“They actually don’t believe 
they can contribute to chang-
ing the society. Except for few 
who managed to break the 
boundaries whom our society 
considers as wild and men in 
women body. 

“The society fixes the girl 
child in a spot where it ex-
pects her to be and hence the 
girl child remains at that spot. 
We can develop as a society. I 
think we must start the reori-
entation from home.

“We have a major problem 
in parenting which is to raise 
children who see themselves 
as people who can help im-
prove our society and not just 

mere observers. 
“Parenting is very impor-

tant. People should not get 
married for the wrong reasons. 
We must realize that marriage 
is beyond beauty and hand-
someness. We go out every 

day, speaking with girls. 
“However, our main target is 

to start correcting from home 
with our little girls. Many of  
the grown-ups have gone be-
yond ‘salvation’ because it’s 
too hard to bring them back.”

Nwosu

Okoye
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eath is one thing that Dis promised to every 
individual  in  the 

world. However, that has not 
stopped the feeling of  sadness 
that comes with losing a loved 
one. Celebrities are also people 
whose deaths greatly affect 
fans. It is always painful to see 
a once lively personality give 
up the ghost, seeing as it serves 
as a reminder that we would all 
leave the world someday. 

The year 2021 has no doubt 
been a tough one for many 
people particularly in the 
entertainment and showbiz 
i n d u s t r y.  A  nu m b e r  o f  
celebrity deaths have already 
been recorded despite it just 
being the beginning of  the 
second quarter. 

Here is a list of  some 
Niger ian celebr i t ies  and 
socialites who have already 
passed on to honour their 
memories. 

Dokta Frabz:
Ace Nigerian producer, 

Ayorinde Faboro aka Dokta 
Frabz was reportedly shot 
dead in the US. News of  his 
death made the rounds on 
social media on February 27 as 
other celebrities dropped their 
condolence messages. 

Ada Jesus: 
This young comedian gave 

up the ghost on April 21, after 
her battle with a kidney-related 
ailment. Her last days were 
filled with drama on social 
media after popular preacher, 

Prophet Odumeje and actress, 
Rita Edochie, rained curses on 
her for making claims that they 
did fake miracles. 

F o l a k e  A r e m u 
'Orisabunmi':

This veteran Nollywood 
actress gave up the ghost on 
January 6, at the age of  60. 
Condolence messages poured 
in for her from fans and 
colleagues on social media. 

Ernest Asuzu:
This veteran Nollywood 

actor died on January 26. The 
news of  his  demise was 
confirmed by the Actors' Guild 
of  Nigeria's president, Emeka 
Rollas. 

Sadiq Daba:
Daba who was a veteran 

actor and broadcaster took his 
last breath on March 3 at 
around 8:30pm. He had 
battled unsuccessfully with 
leukemia and prostate cancer. 

Lambert Dike:
The entertainment industry 

lost another veteran, Lambert 
Dike, just a few days to his 
birthday. He gave up the ghost 
on March 5 and would have 
clocked a new age on March 
13. 

DJ Babus:
This popular Nigerian 

celebrity disk jockey died from 
COVID-19 complications on 
J a n u a r y  2 9 .  F a n s  a n d 
colleagues paid their last 
respects on social media. 

David Mela:
Fast-rising actor, David 

Mela gave up the ghost on 
January 11 after battling with 
an undisclosed ailment. After 
the news broke out, his social 
media page was filled with 
condolence message from 
fans. 

Jim Lawson Maduike:
The Nollywood industry 

lost another gem in the person 
of  Jim Lawson Maduike. He 
had complained about body 
pains before giving up the 
ghost on January 9. 

Sotonye Green:
This budding Nollywood 

actress reportedly gave up the 
ghost after suffering COVID-
19 complications. Her friend, 
Debby King, shared the sad 
news with claims that the 
isolation centre in Lagos was a 
death trap.

Bruno Iwuoha:
Nigerian filmmaker, Derik 

Zai, shared the sad news of  
Iwuoha's death on social 
m e d i a .  T h e  a c t o r  h a d 
reportedly been battling with 
diabetes for years. 

Dan Nkoloagu:
Another gem was lost in the 

person of  Dan Nkoloagu on 
January 22. Fans took to social 
media to mourn the veteran 
actor.

Rachel Bakam:
Nollywood actress and TV 

presenter, Rachel Bakam, died 
at the young age of  38 on April 
13. She reportedly gave up the 
ghost at a hospital in Abuja 
after suffering an undisclosed 
illness. 

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
Ada Jesus, Dokta Frabz, Sadiq Daba and
10 Nigerian Celebs who have died in 2021 
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a z i  C h u k s  I b e g b u  Mimmediate-past Deputy 
N a t i o n a l  P u b l i c i t y  

Secretary of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo is a 
graduate of  University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka (UNN) and University of  
Maiduguri. He is an accountant, 
journalist, teacher and media 
consultant. He spoke to our 
Correspondent, CHUMA AUSTIN, 
on prevailing insecurity in Igbo land, 
crisis in Ohanaeze Ndigbo and other 
national issues.

Excerpt:

You have been relatively quiet on 
public issues for sometimes now 
unl ike  when you were  the  
spokesman of Ohanaeze Ndigbo. 
May we know what your agenda is 
now?
My agenda remains to help in giving 
N d i g b o  l e a d e r s h i p.  A s  t h e  
spokesman of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, I 
did my best. Right now, we are not 
going to rest in our oars. We are going 
to continue to give Ndigbo leadership 
especially this critical time in the 
history of  Nigeria. And at this critical 
time Igbo are talking of  producing the 
next president of  this country. And at 
this critical time, there is insecurity 
everywhere. My agenda is to assist 
other stakeholders in ensuring that 
there is unity, stability, peace, 
progress, and that Igbo get their due 
share in the federation of  the country.

The Federal Government has 
reacted to a statement credited to 
the United Kingdom (UK) Embassy 
in Nigeria that they are preparing to 
grant asylum to members of the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
and Movement for Actualization of 
S ove r e i g n  S t a t e  o f  B i a f r a  
( M A S S O B ) ,  s a y i n g  i t  i s  
u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  N i g e r i a n  
government because these Biafra 
agitators are terrorists. What is your 
take on it?
Who labeled them terrorists? Is it Mr 
President?  Is  i t  the Federal  
Government that labeled them 
terrorists? The tag terrorists are not 
acceptable to some of  us. It is unfair. 
They left those who are real terrorists 
and labeled those who are agitating, 
seeking freedom through peaceful 
means recognized in international 
and local laws as terrorists. In the first 
place, the Minister of  Information, 
Lai Mohammed is speaking for 
Federal Government and not for 
Nigerian people. To the best of  my 
knowledge, he is speaking for those 
who employed him. The UK grant of  
asylum is a good development. 
Recently, we saw the situation where 

Nigeria security agencies were hard 
on members of  these pro-Biafra 
groups who were unarmed. They 
were persecuting them, killing some 
of  them, labeling them terrorists, so 
on and so forth. The UK Government 
has seen the high rate of  human rights 
abuses in the Southeast geo-political 
zone and they are giving the Nigeria 
government soft landing by granting 
marginalized people asylum. 

Interestingly, IPOB leadership has 
come up to say that what they want is 
freedom and not asylum.

There are three major issues 
discussed in Igbo land namely; 
restructuring of Nigeria, a Nigeria 
president of Igbo extraction in 2023 
and an independent state of Biafra 
being pursued by Ndigbo. Of these 
three, what do Igbo want most now?

This is a critical question. Some of  us 
are trying to help to find a middle line. 
Some people want an independent 
state of  Biafra. They are not 
comfortable with the present 
federation arrangement. Some 
people want restructuring. Others 
want a Nigerian president of  Igbo 
extraction in 2023 which I am part of. 
For me, Igbo stakeholders have to 
meet urgently and address the matter. 
The Igbo have the largest stake in 
Nigeria. Unfortunately, Ohanaeze 
which is the apex body of  Igbo socio-
cultural associations is in shambles 
but we hope that in no distant time, 
we will be able to resolve it. We have 
fought war before and you know no 
nation survives two civil wars. 
Ndigbo are not talking of  war again. 
Unfortunately, it is enemies of  
Nigeria represented by the foreign 
Fulani herdsmen who are trying to 
precipitate another war. What we 
want is a level playing ground. We do 
not want economic deprivation or 
marginalization of  any sort.

What do you think should be done to 
bring a lasting solution to the crisis 
in Ohanaeze Ndigbo?
 Ohanaeze is supposed to be the pride 
of  Ndigbo and that is why many 
people are asking what is happening 
in the pan-Igbo group. Its leadership 
should come from those who are 
ready to serve. It is all about service. 
Some people were not happy with 
what happened in Owerri, Imo State. 
I was a participant in that election. I 
contested for the position of  
Secretary-General and Ohanaeze 
election has never been through open 
ballot as it has been secret ballot 
system. When we got to Owerri, we 
discovered that no ballot paper was 
printed and ballot boxes were not 
there too. Suddenly, we saw 
governors sitting ushering their 
preferred candidates. So, all the 
principles of  free and fair election 
were relegated. So, at the end of  day, 
some protested and left the field 
where the charade election took 
place. So, it is not about Ambassador 
Obiozor but about the process that 
brought him to power. We need 
purposeful leadership. We need 
functional leadership. We have been 
marginalized for years and we don't 
need to marginalize ourselves. What 
happened  in  Ower r i  l ed  to  
factionalization of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo. As it is, there is insecurity 
everywhere. How can we come 
together to address it? How can 
Obiozor call for a meeting of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo and every 
stakeholder will attend? Will this 

Igbo have  largest stake in
Nigeria -Ibegbu

‘’

‘’

“The solution lies with us. There should be reorientation 
of  our value system. Our leaders and the led are greedy 
with primitive acquisition of  wealth. Every Nigerian 
wants to be rich overnight. We need moral revival to make 
things work in this country. Nigerian system is weak. 
Look at the USA; look at what happened in their last 
election where an incumbent couldn't sway the electoral 
votes. In Nigeria, an individual is bigger than the country. 
And that is why a section of  the country is completely 
ruled out in security apparatus at the national level and 
nobody is talking. Is the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) truly independent? How about the 
judiciary? We need to elect the right people to strengthen 
the system. I believe in Nigeria and I am optimistic that if  
we get it right, nobody will be talking of  secession. There 
is strength in diversity.”

 Ibegbu

Continues on Pg. 9
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factionalization not go to affect 
Ndigbo in their quest for a Nigerian 
president of Igbo extraction in 
2023?
Definitely, when the house is not in 
order, a lot of  misnomers happen. 
We have to realize that even in the 
past; the other zones that have 
produced the pres ident  had 
challenges. For example, South-
South was united completely when 
Good luck Jonathan became 
president. Some other factors 
determine Nigeria's presidency. 
Unity is there but it is not necessarily 
sacrosanct.  In South West, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo was elected 
president notwithstanding that his 
people-the Yoruba-were against him. 
Go to the North, not everyone liked 
President Buhari. So, no zone can say 
they are perfectly united but this is 
not to say that unity is not important. 
Unity is very important for a people 
especially Ndigbo who are at the 
bottom line of  Nigera politics.

You are championing an Igbo 
agenda precisely Igbo presidency 
under a platform called "Nigeria 
President of Igbo Extraction 2023". 
May we have a brief insight into the 
organization?
Yes! It was when I was in Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo as its spokesman, we had 
divergent views. I was one of  those 
who said, yes, as some of  us are 
talking of  restructuring, we should be 

talking also of  Igbo presidency. You 
see, presidency of  Nigeria is not all 
about what we get physically or what 
we get as assets; it is also a 
sociological thing. All the geo-
political zones have had the 
p re s idency  sho t  exce p t  the  

Southeast. It is an emotional thing. 
Nigeria is on a tripod. We need an 
Igbo stock to be in presidency in 
2023. So, my group is working with 
other stakeholders within and 
outside Igbo enclave to make it work. 

Recently, the Southeast governors set 
up a regional security outfit 
christened "Ebubeagu" while IPOB 
had since formed Eastern Security 
Network (ESN). Do you see the two 
outfits working at crossroads?
There was a gap due to insensitivity of  
Southeast governors to the plight of  
the people. There were killings, 
maiming and destruction of  property 
by Fulani herdsmen and bandits in 
Igbo land yet the governors were 
silent. The Igbo governors were not 
proactive. That brought the formation 
of  ESN and now Ebebuagu. The two 
outfits can work side by side for the 
interest of  our people. The functions 
of  ESN should be defined. There 
should be an enabling law to make it 
be effective. The idea of  Miyetti Allah 
members joining Ebebuagu should be 
ruled out. 

What do you think are the major 
challenges facing Nigeria?
The main problem of  Nigeria is 
leadership. Nigeria as a country has 
everything except good leadership. 
There is leadership failure despite the 
abundant human and natural 
resources. Imagine a governor seeking 
pension and gratuities whereas they 
don't give account of  the huge security 
money they collect. Poor retirees are 
owed backlog of  pensions yet nobody 
is talking about it. There is corruption 
everywhere. Those who are supposed 
to lead us are milking us dry. There is 
high rate of  unemployment. For the 
fact that many of  our leaders are 
visionless, the consequences are 
insecurity, banditry, and restiveness in 
the land.

How do we solve these hydra-headed 
challenges?
The solution lies with us. There should 
be reorientation of  our value system. 
Our leaders and the led are greedy 
with primitive acquisition of  wealth. 
Every Nigerian wants to be rich 
overnight. We need moral revival to 
make things work in this country. 
Nigerian system is weak. Look at 
USA; look at what happened in their 
last election where an incumbent 
couldn't sway the electoral votes. In 
Nigeria, an individual is bigger than 
the country. And that is why a section 
of  the country is completely ruled out 
in security apparatus at the national 
level and nobody is talking. Is the 
Independent National Electoral 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( I N E C )  t r u l y  
independent? How about the 
judiciary? We need to elect the right 
people to strengthen the system. I 
believe in Nigeria and I am optimistic 
that if  we get it right, nobody will be 
talking of  secession. There is strength 
in diversity.

...Igbo govs not proactive to 
Fulani mayhem - Ibegbu 

“The main problem of  Nigeria is leadership. 
Nigeria as a country has everything except 
good leadership. There is leadership failure 
despite the abundant human and natural 
resources. Imagine a governor seeking 
pension and gratuities whereas they don't 
give account of  the huge security money they 
collect. Poor retirees are owed backlog of  
pensions yet nobody is talking about it. There 
is corruption everywhere. Those who are 
supposed to lead us are milking us dry. There 
is high rate of  unemployment. For the fact 
that many of  our leaders are visionless, the 
consequences are insecurity, banditry, and 
restiveness in the land.”

‘’

‘’

Ibegbu

Continued from Pg. 8
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he leader of  the Indigenous TPeople of  Biafra (IPOB), Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu on Thursday said 

the posting of  Mr. Ene Okon as the 
Assistant Inspector General (AIG) of  
Zone -9  Umuahia  wou ld  b r ing  
unprecedented trouble in the state. Fresh 
developments monitored by News Echo 
indicated that Okon was transferred back 
to the State last week to head Zone-9 
which includes Abia, Imo, and Ebonyi 
states.

In his maiden press briefing as AIG, 
Okon assured the three states under 
Zone-9 of  the repeat of  peace which he 
offered Abia as the then Commissioner 
of  Police, vowing to tackle crime within 
the zone.

It will be recalled that during the heat 
of  2017 IPOB tension in Umuahia, Mr. 
A d e l e y e  O y e b a d e  w a s  t h e  
Commissioner of  Police in the state.  
Oyebade was replaced by Mr. Anthony 
Ogbizi, who was later replaced in 2018 
by Mr. Chris Ezike who barely served for 
few months before being replaced by Mr. 
Ene Okon in 2019.

Okon was however removed as Abia 
CP in 2020 following the spate of  killings 
of  innocent civilians during the period of  
the COVID-19 lockdown in the state. It 
was reported that his (Okon's) lackluster 
explanations to the police authorities 
about incessant killings, especially the 
one carried out by those he referred to as 
drunk officers in Ebem Ohafia led to his 
redeployment in October 2020.

The killing of  Ifeanyi Arunsi, a 
provision store attendant in Ebem 
Ohafia, whose death sparked off  riot by 
some angry youths of  the area, which its 
resultant effect was the burning down of  
the police station at Ebem, damage of  a 
judicial building and other government 
properties led to Okon's removal as Abia 
CP.

Speaking during an emergency 
broadcast monitored by News Echo, 
Kanu accused Okon of  abducting and 
killing innocent people with impunity 
between the period he served as 
commissioner of  police, stressing that 
Okon must be arrested and prosecuted. 
He threatened that failure to remove, 
arrest and prosecute Okon for all the 
alleged atrocities he listed would usher in 
a new wave of  trouble into Abia State 
that would be unprecedented.

"If  Ene Okon is not removed, 
prosecuted within 14 days, the gate of  
hell will be released in Abia State. If  one 
single soul is abducted in Abia State by 
Okon, hell and brimstone will be 
released inside Umuahia. We'll find 
Okon, his children wherever they are and 
do onto them what he did to other 
people's children when he was a 
Commissioner of  Police in Abia State.  
All the governors in the South East have 
met their Waterloo. It's time to pay for all 

your evils. People come to our land, they 
kill us and we allowed them to go free, it 
encourages them to do more. We'll take 
the war to them this time around. 
Anywhere they're seen in public, we'll go 
after them, we'll go to jail or die and they 
too will die and their families”, the IPOB 
leader stated. 

 He added; "They don't understand 
civility. They're not human beings. We 
must unleash our madness now. Police 
and army go about killing people and 
nobody talks. Okon killed our people 
and went free. I want all the major 
newspapers to report what will happen 
to Okon that they may understand that 
vengeance belongs to God.  Anywhere 
you see Okon in public, go after him. I'm 
giving Okezie Ikpeazu and the 
International Community 14 days to 
arrest and prosecute Okon or the flood 
gate of  hell will be emptied in Abia 
State."

The fugitive Biafra agitator, who was 
obviously angry based on  his tone, went 
on to declare that the 2021 Anambra 
State governorship election scheduled 
for November would not hold unless 
Okon was sent out of  South East. He 
stressed that formerly, people were asked 
not to vote, but this time, there would be 
no campaign, no political gathering or 
any other thing that related to 
preparation for the election.

According to him, "Every edifice for 
election in Anambra will be brought 
down. There will be no election in 
Anambra State. Come out and 
campaign and meet your doom. There 
will be no campaign in Anambra. Why 
must we keep electing people who are 
fighting against their own people? If  we 
vote in Anambra, what happened in Imo 
State will repeat”. 

Kanu said that the only way election 
will hold in Anambra in November is for 
Senator Hope Uzodinma, Imo State 
governor to be removed and a fresh 
election organized in Imo. "If  they want 
election in Anambra State they must 
remove Senator Uzodinma as Imo State 
governor and call for fresh election. If  we 
catch anybody wooing people to come 
out and vote, that person will see hell", 
he enthused. He went on to declare that 
henceforth, there will not be vehicular 
movements in Anambra and Abia State 

between 12 midnight to 5am till further 
notice. He claimed that the Nigerian 
Army, the DSS and Police are currently 
abducting and killing innocent people in 
Anambra State, recruiting some youth 
corps members as secret informants.

"The secret abduction and killings of  
Biafrans in Anambra State must stop 
now. The army, DSS and police are now 
renting accommodation around Nnewi. 
They are using Youth corp members to 
act as informants for them. Patrolling in 
the day time and abducting in the night. 
Because of  that, from today, I don't want 
to hear that there's a vehicular 
movement in Anambra from 12 
midnight to 5am. Any car that I see in 
Anambra from 12 midnight will be 
destroyed. Let me see how you'll do that 
your abduction again. From 12 midnight 
to 5am, in Abia State and Anambra 
State, I don't want to hear that there's any 
vehicular movement. Youth corp 
members, please be careful and don't 
allow Nigeria security agencies to use 
you against what you came to do. This 
ban on vehicular movement is until 
further notice. They're using those 
governors to mess things up for us," he 
narrated. 

Kanu said that the massacre of  
unarmed IPOB members in Nkpor, 
Idemili North LGA of  Anambra State in 
2016 will never be forgotten, until all 
those involved in the murder are brought 
to justice. 

 He said, "Obiano is the one at the helm 
of  this rubbish. They're organizing 
themselves in a way that they'll deplete 
the number of  our men. It was under 
Obiano that over 500 men were 
s laughtered  a t  Nkpor  wi thout  
provocation. No more sleep from now in 
the entire Biafra land for all the young 
men. It's now time to organize 
yourselves and protect yourselves. I don't 
want to hear about communal clashes in 
Igbo land again. Let the kings and 
community leaders be careful. When 
Fulani herdsmen were destroying 
Ebonyi, Enugu and Anambra, the 
governors allowed ordinary herdsmen to 
make mess of  our people. Today, they're 
busy talking loud against us."

He warned all landlords in Anambra 
State, who he alleged give their houses to 
Nigeria security operatives to be careful 

as not to cause their own doom. 
In his words, "If  you give your house to 

DSS and army and from your house 
people are abducted, what will happen to 
that landlord will be bad. I'm warning 
you landlords now; don't give your house 
to anyhow person. We've succeeded in 
truncating the plans of  the Fulani militia 
who wanted to start mass murder in 
2022, now they know their game is up 
they're using governors against us. We've 
paid with our blood to defend our land. 
Take this message serious, Anambra 
State is a hot bed of  abduction and 
execution of  our people. We can't allow it 
to continue. Obiano from today, 
wherever you're seen in the public you'll 
be attacked. You're an enemy of  the 
people now and forever more. You'll 
never be forgiven. You're organizing with 
our enemies to come abduct your people 
and kill them."

This is not the first time the IPOB 
leader will be issuing orders to the 
Nigerian security agencies. It remains to 
be seen how he will carry out his treats in 
the likely event that the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria fails to heed to 
his directives.

…No election in Anambra except Uzodimma is removed

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

‘’

If  they want election in 
Anambra State they must 
remove Hope Uzodinma 
as Imo State Governor and 
call for fresh election. If  we 
catch anybody wooing 
people to come out and 
vote, that person will see 
hell. Why must we keep 
electing people who are 
fighting against their own 
people? If  we vote in 
Anambra, what happened 
in Imo State will repeat.” 

‘’

Kanu

Nnamdi Kanu blasts
...Move AIG Okon out of Zone 9, South East

...Police, army must stop killings in Igbo nation

Kanu Okon Uzodinma
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Vox Pop

Mr Emena Johncross, Social worker/ businessman 
from Ozubulu.

You shall not make for yourselves an idol, nor any image 
of  anything that is in the heavens above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: you shall not 
bow yourself  down to them, nor serve them, for I, Yahweh 
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of  the 
fathers on the children, on the third and on the fourth 
generation of  those who hate me, and showing loving 
kindness to thousands of  those who love me and keep my 
commandments. Taking oath of  office with deities is totally 
against the commandment of  God to man. Secondly, 
disobedient to promises made to the public do not have 
anything to do with the symbol of  authority used during oath 
of  office. It is the personality of  the officer. People still 
disobey idols, likewise God. People still undermine the 
authority and power of  God. Thirdly, our practice which is 

enshrined in our constitution is not and should not be attached to a particular religion or belief. 
Thus, I do not support the use of  deities in taking oath.

ith the rate at which public office holders go against their oath of office in Nigeria, a cross section of Nigerians are currently of the opinion that the use 

Wof the Christian's Holy Bible and Islamic Quoran to swear in public officers should be dumped and replaced with the use of deities for  same purpose. 
This argument stems from the fact that politicians and other public office holders comfortably swear with the Bible and Quran, saying one thing and 

having another thing in mind. They reason that if these public office holders do these simply because they know these holy books do not kill those who go against 
oaths taken by them. Or at least they do not kill instantly.

News Echo went to town to sample opinion of Nigerians on whether they support the motion to start using local deities for swearing in public office holders or 
they want the status quo of using the two holy books maintained.

Below are the excerpts from the respondents:

Ugoji John: lives at No. 3 Umuanunu by 
Redemption Junction, Naze, Owerri, Imo State, 
hails from Amuzi, Ahiazu Mbaise, Imo State.

People should be sworn- in with what they know 
and as well believe in. Christians should be sworn- in 
with the Bible. Even though leaders are abusing their 
oath of  office, that does not reduce the power of  
Bible. Remember, God is a God of  mercy. But at the 
end, every man shall answer for his work on earth.

Remember, in the Holy Book of  John 1:1, it says 
in the beginning was the word (Bible) and the word 
was with God.

H o n o u r a b l e  A m a e c h i  N wa o h a :  A 
politician, Former Hon. Member of Imo State 
House of Assembly and former Speaker of the 
House, from Nwangele LGA of Imo State:

No I don't believe in such things. I don't 
believe politicians have failed. Not all politicians 
have failed the oath of office they took. After all 
politicians are parts of  the larger society. The 
society itself  has failed, because the society 
produces the kind of  politicians it deserves.

The issue of  taking oath of  office is a matter of  
faith. Muslims take oath with Quran, Christians 
do with the Bible. If  they don't keep to the oath, 
the judgement will be between them and the 
ultimate God. 

Asking people to swear by any other means 
will only be meaningful if  it is that person’s faith. 
People should be allowed to swear by what they 
believe in.

If  you compel people to swear by what they 
don't believe in, it will be easier to bridge because 
the oath will not have any effect on them since 
they don't believe in the means.

That will not curb or stop the failing of  
politicians. What we need is attitudinal change, 
both on the part of  politicians and the masses.

Comrade Pascal Candle, National leader of APC Young 
Progressive Forum:

It is long overdue. I totally support the use of  deities to swear 
in public office holders. We have a culture. Our Culture is not 
bad. The Yoruba's should use Ogun, Igbos Amadioha..

And if  any of  them fails, these deities will struck them to 
death and their dead bodies  deposited at the shrine. I believe this 
will scare them to do for the people, what is expected of  them

I call on Nigerians irespective of  religion to accept this 
option for the interest of  all.

There is no more trust in the society, so Nigerians should go 
back to their various deities to clean the system. The coming of  
Christianity also contributed to lack of  trust on our land because 
a lot of  people are hiding under the guise of  Christianity to 
defraud unsuspecting members of  the public.

So, deities, for now, remain the only option to sanitize the economy and political woes of  the 
entity called Nigeria.

Chukwuemeka Osuagwu, a politician from 
Ezinihite Mbaise, Imo State, but resident in 
Nkwere street, Umuahia, Abia State:

If  you like, bring the biggest Oracle from 
India, Igbo, Yoruba or Hausa, Nigeria's  corrupt 
leaders will continue in their betrayal of  the 
people.

Some  politicians have even confessed that 
they swore to oaths in shrines  to  work for their 
people before elections and are you not surprised 
such politicians are still alive, even after they 
failed to keep to the oaths?

There should be attitudinal changes, not use 
of  traditional oracles.

Again, swearing with Bible and Quran is a 
constitutional matter, you will first amend the 
constitution if  our local deities are to be used.

Okechuchukwu Iheanacho, from Mgboko, Obingwa LGA, Abia 
State:

I support the use of  deities for oath taking. See, anybody can say 
whatever he or she likes about our deities, but if  you don't know 
something, you can never know it until you stoop to learn.

There are different grades of  deities and these politicians are aware 
that it is better to die than to engage in a battle with some dangerous 
Oracles. 

No matter where they belong, they know their limits. Taking oaths 
with oracles is very risky. God Almighty is merciful. We know the 
efficacy of  the Bible, but God is always ready to pity people who 
consciously decide to hurt others.

How can we be watching few politicians making promises and nobody is holding them 
responsible for it? They easily dump their promises after every swearing in.

We need oracles that can kill instantly. We know we have them here. Such oracles enjoy 
punishing reprobate minded people like the politicians we have here. We need it, they need it.

I know a lot of  people will claim that they'll maneuver their ways, but let me reiterate, oracles 
have levels. Not every stick you see in the bush is an oracle. Again, oracle is different from charms. 
We must learn to know ourselves better.

Splendour O. Eze: From Afikpo North LGA, Ebonyi 
State and resident in Abakaliki.

 As a Christian, I don't subscribe to the use of  deities to 
swear in public office holders. Public office holders' 
betrayal to the oath of  office sworn with Bible or Quran is 
the fault of  the people. The people should make sure that 
before they vote in any public office holder, he/she must 
be somebody with good character. They should 
discourage vote buying! When a political office holder rigs 
him/herself  into power, he/she will not care about the 
people and this can lead to the betrayal of  oath of  office. 

Secondly, lack of  the implementation of  the law by 
government agencies. In our country today, it does appear 
some people are above the law. Until everyone becomes 
equal before the law, things won't get better in Nigeria.

Ajibade Praise Awefeso, journalist working in Owerri 
as the state correspondent of Galaxy Television:

I wouldn't want to advocate for jumping to the use of  
deities. I still believe in Christianity. A Christian should be 
sworn into office with Bible as contained in our constitution. 
It should be an individual thing, people should swear by what 
they believe in. We should not force people to swear by the 
deities.

People are advocating this because they have not been 
seeing people being struck dead for failing the oath they 
swore. But as a Christian, I know that our God is merciful 
and at the same time a consuming fire. For the leaders who 
have sworn by the Bible and fail to leave up to the oath, the 
law of  Karma will surely visit them one day. That it has not 

come now that they are doing it, does not mean it will not come.
Christians should just relax and see what will happen to such people. They should even go 

and look at some of  those people who came and exhibited wickedness to the people and see their 
end. God will always have a way of  proving himself  as God.

In the light of betrayal of oath of office sworn
with the Bible or Quran, do you support the use
of deities to swear-in public office holders?
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Foundation for Livelihood Advancement during her food, nutrition education and awareness programme 
that took place at Alaenyi Mgbidi Autonomous Community, Oru East LGA where she distributed free OBA 
Super 6 Hybrid Maize and Vitamin A cassava stems to participants.

From Chukwudi Chiebere, 
Port Harcourt 

G
overnor of  Rivers 
State, Nyesom 
Ezenwo Wike 

has said that any sensi-
tive government would 
have sacked the Minister 
of  Communications and 
Digital Economy, Dr. Isa 
Pantami from office. 

The governor noted that 
in an ideal society, an al-
legation that the United 
States of  America has 

Any sensitive govt ‘ll sack Pantami  – Wike 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A
s part of  further 
measures to prevent 
farmers’ and herders’ 

clashes in Anambra state, the 
State Governor, Willie Obi-
ano said that the ban on open 
grazing by the Fulani Cattle 
Breeders is still in force in the 
State.

He noted that the ban will 
help to check certain excess-
es of  herders operating in 
the state. He also directed 
the state Commissioner of 
Police, Mr. Monday Kuryas 
to within one week, produce 
data of  herdsmen operating 
within the state. The Gover-
nor gave the directives during 
an expanded Cattle Menace 

placed a serving minister 
on its watch list as regards 
terrorism, should jolt any 
government into action.

He stated this during an 
interview with the Afri-
can Independent Televi-
sion (AIT) in Port Har-
court, the Rivers State 
capital Tuesday. “If  it 
was really where a gov-
ernment is working, if  
an American government 
says your minister is on a 
watch list, it calls for con-
cern. The moment a high 

government official is on 
a watch list with regards 
to terrorism, no govern-
ment can fold its hands 
and allow it.”

Wike said the minister 
ought to have resigned 
from the government im-
mediately the informa-

tion about his extremist 
views in support of  terror 
groups became a matter 
of  public discourse.

The governor described 
as worrisome the deci-
sion of  the federal gov-
ernment to remain mute 
amidst the raging con-

troversy about the minis-
ter’s sympathy for global 
terrorist groups.“I don’t 
understand why an rea-
sonable government will 
allow such a person to be 
in the cabinet.”

The governor noted the 
All Progressives Congress 

led federal government 
is known for its procliv-
ity to shield persons of  
questionable characters, 
even when the country’s 
secret service presents 
overwhelming evidence 
against such individuals.

Committee meeting held in 
Aguleri, in Anambra East 
Council Area of  the state.

According to the Gover-
nor, the measure will help 
strengthen the state’s securi-
ty architecture, emphasizing 
that itinerant herders and 
open grazing remain banned 
in the state. He added that the 
local herdsmen, who are well 
known in the state, will be ac-
commodated and should help 
to fish out the bad ones perpe-
trating crime. He warned that 
drastic steps will be taken af-
ter the meeting to enforce the 
directive.

The Meeting resolved that 
those concerned should pay 
backlog of  compensations 
owed for items damaged 
during past crisis in various 

affected communities.  It was 
agreed that the sum of  twelve 
million naira owed to farmers 
be paid for damaged crops by 
the herders, about six million 
naira was agreed to be paid to 
the herdsmen for cows killed, 
as well as three million naira 
compensation for those that 
died and all  compensations 
are to be paid within one 
week, Obiano directed.

Speaking to Journalists 
shortly after the meeting, the 
South East Chairman of  the 
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breed-
ers Association of  Nigeria 
(MACBAN), Alahaji Gida-
do Sidikki, affirmed that in 
trying to solve the problem, 
Miyetti Allah nationwide has 
banned night grazing, but the 
directive to ban open grazing 

will jorpadise their business-
es in the state and the entire 
South East zone.

Herders attack on farmers: Obiano 
restates ban on open grazing in Anambra

EEDC blames power crisis in 
Awka on faulty transmission line
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Compa-
ny (EEDC) has said 

that the power blackout ex-
perienced by its customers in 
Awka and other parts of  the 
state since Wednesday has 
nothing to with the distribu-
tion firm, rather fault on the 
transmission line.

According to EEDC’s Head 
of  Communications, Mr. 
Emeka Ezeh, the crisis was 
traced to the Transmission 
Company of  Nigeria (TCN) 
facility at Awada, Obosi in 

Idemili North Local govern-
ment area of  Anambra state. 
“I was informed that the en-
tire Awka District has been 
out of  supply since Wednes-
day due to fault at Transmis-
sion Company of  Nigeria 
(TCN), Awada.  

Awada is the source of  sup-
ply to Awka. So, our expec-
tation is that power will be 
restored as soon as the faulty 
line is fixed,  Ezeh said in re-
sponse to enquiries on Thurs-
day. He however, pleaded 
with the affected residence 
to remain calm as work is 
already in progress to restore 
electricity.

Foundation for Livelihood Advancement
advocates consumption of biofortified crops
By Chigozie Uzosike

T
o ensure healthy and 
nutritious living, a 
non-governmental or-

ganization, Foundation for 
Livelihood Advancement 
(FLA) has harped on the need 
to consume biofortified crops 
(maize, cassava and orange 
flesh sweet Potatoes-OFSP).

 Speaking during her food, 
nutrition education and 
awareness programme that 
took place at Alaenyi Mgbi-
di Autonomous Community, 
Oru East LGA, the Director 
of  Programmes, Elder Ken-
neth Amogu informed them 
of  the need to ensure that 
their foods are nutritious, em-

phasizing that “you are what 
you eat” The biofortified 
crops have vitamin A that is 
required for good eye sight, 
proper brain development, 
and well being of  the young 
and older ones.  

He noted that all the bio-
fortified crops can be planted 
within their immediate en-
vironment first for food and 
the then market sales, while 
encouraging the communi-
ty members to eat nutritious 
foods and avoid the risk of 
getting sick and spending 
what they earn on drugs. 

He hinted that eating nutri-
tious foods will address a lot 
of  health challenges that most 
people are faced with.  Amo-

gu who spoke during the free 
distribution of  OBA Super 6 
Hybrid Maize and Vitamin 
A cassava stems to partici-
pants, called on women who 
prepare foods to make sure 
it is balanced and nutritious, 
while the men were reminded 
to let the women have land to 
cultivate nutritious crops. 

In his response, a com-
munity leader, Nze/Chief 
Evaristus Ekezie thanked the 
Foundation team for extend-
ing their “Nutritious Food for 
Healthy Life campaign” to 
their community and pledged 
to ensure that the good news 
gets to other members of  the 
community. 

The youth leader of  the com-

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

C
risis between trad-
ers at New Artisan 
Market, Enugu and a 

private citizen on Thursday 
took a new dimension as 
the traders foiled an attempt 
by officials from the Enugu 
State Government to demol-
ish their stalls.

The traders mostly Hausa 
and Fulani stocks fiercely re-
sisted the invasion of  the gov-
ernment workers as they re-
portedly used Ak-47 to chase 
the officials away.

The traders who were 
joined by other Igbo traders 
reportedly seized the Gov-
ernment bulldozer, chased 
away the police that accom-
panied the field workers of 
the Enugu State Capital Ter-
ritory Development Authori-
ty (ECTDA).

The gun wielding traders 
blocked the NNPC end of 
the Enugu/Port Harcourt ex-
pressway stopping vehicular 
movement just as they set up 
bonfires along the express. 

The chairman of  Enugu 
Capital Territory, Cheif  Ken 
Onoh, said the people who 
went for the demolition exer-
cise were not from his office.

Enugu traders 
chase away govt
officials over 
market demolition

munity, Comrade Ndubuaku 
Onyekachi Jonathan pleaded 
to the organization to extend 
the campaign to the youths, 
who according to him, needs 
to also feed well on nutritious 
foods to have well developed 
brain and mind that will make 
them perform better than 
what can be seen from our 
present leaders.In his pres-
entation, the Project Manager 
of  Rivers State Cassava Pro-
cessing Company Limited, 
Mr. Reuben Geisen, said they 
have successfully energized 
and test-run the factory that 
will produce high quality cas-
sava flour from the installed 
machines.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Residents of  Naze, 
Nekede (Umudibia) 
and Ihiagwa commu-

nities, Owerri, have appealed 
to Enugu Electricity Distribu-
tion Company (EEDC) and 
government to improve in 
supplying them regular elec-
tricity.

Speaking to our reporter in 
Owerri on Thursday, the res-
idents urged government and 
EEDC to strengthen power 
supply, wondering if  they pay 
for darkness and suffering.

One of  the residents of 
Nekede (Umudibia), Chief 
Emmanuel Njoku, requested 
government to assist EEDC 
to fix the dilapidated Centre 
Light Control wire and trans-
former at Naze Roundabout, 
Opposite Airforce Base, off 
Aba Road, Owerri.

Njoku said the Centre Light 
Control wire which was de-
stroyed by the recent rain-
storm should be fixed quickly 
to avert danger and further 
suffering.

Nnenna Akum, a trader and 
Ijeoma Mba, a teacher, Nazi 
and Ihiagwa residents respec-
tively, lamented that business 
now moves slowly given to 
lack of  public power supply, 
regretting that power con-
sumers especially Ahiagwa 

Naze, Nekede, Ihiagwa 
residents appeal for regular
electricity supply

(FUTO), Nekede (Poly) and 
Naze residents waste their 
resources on electricity bills, 
especially with government 
and EEDC surcharging and 
shortchanging them. 

A Poly student, Ogechi 
Iwuoha, urged EEDC to give 
them quality and steady light 
to encourage hardwork, pro-
ductivity and excellence, reit-
erating that regular electricity 
advances development, peace 
and economic prosperity.
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News

T
raditional rulers of 
Imo State have been 
charged to curtail rate 

of  insecurity in their king-
dom or risk dethronement.

The Governor, Hope Uzo-
dimma gave this charge at a 
security stakeholders meet-
ing in Owerri, the state cap-
ital on Thursday which had 
in attendance the newly de-
ployed Assistant Inspector 
General of  Police in charge 
of  zone 9, Umuahia, Ekim 

Okon, the governor said that 
traditional rulers must begin 
to take responsibilities for 
the things that happen their 
communities.

Represented by his Dep-
uty, Placid Njoku, the gov-
ernor also called on the 
leadership of  Christian As-
sociation of  Nigeria, the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, 
the Students’ Union Gov-
ernment and market unions 
to join his administration in 

Umahi and cross section of victims of Umuogudu Akpu attack during his visit.

Ebonyi killings: Umahi visits victims, 
doles out N40m
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has condoled with 

the people of  Umugadu in 
Umuogudu Akpu Mgbo, 
Ohaukwu Local Govern-
ment Area of  the State who 
were attacked by suspected 
people of  neighboring Agila 
in Benue State over age-long 
land dispute last week.

The Governor conveyed the 
condolence of  his administra-
tion when he embarked on a 
visit to the area to personally 
ascertain the level of  causali-
ties during the incident.

The Governor who ex-
pressed sadness over the 
unfortunate incident of  the 
attack observed that the pre-
carious situation in the coun-
try calls for internal protection 
against external aggression.

“I feel so sad, when I learned 
of  this, my spirit went down 

so low how life no longer 
means much in our country 
again. It is so sad that people 
will be sleeping in their hous-
es and others will come and 
kill them for what they know 
nothing about.

“Our security outfit is al-
ready in place, I directed a lot 
of  them to be posted to this 
place all that is remaining of 
Ebubeagu is for us to launch it 
at the Zonal level and to have 
our security gadgets there. 
Everybody will be protected 
when we make up our minds 
to protect ourselves, I have 
done everything possible for 
Agila people to live peacefully 
with us even when I was the 
Deputy Governor, every time 
they will be the one to attack 
us”.

He announced the donation 
of  the sum of  twenty million 
naira to the community to as-
sist families of  those who lost 
their lives in the incident and 
maintained that the Govern-

ment would not fold its hands 
and watch the citizens being 
killed wantonly by bandits.

The Governor, while also 
directing the formation of  a 
vigilante in Egedegede in Ish-
ielu Local Government Area 
recently attacked by herds-
men also approved the sum 
of  twenty million naira to the 
community as a consolation 

to families of  victims of  the 
attack.

“We have a law in South 
East and in Ebonyi State in 
particular that there will not 
be movement of  cattle from 
one point to the other. I am 
going to support you to im-
mediately form a formidable 
vigilante and I want it to be 
people-oriented”. The Gover-

nor while reiterating that the 
South East and Ebonyi State 
have banned open grazing 
in the area, charged Council 
Chairmen to enforce the graz-
ing law in their areas using the 
local vigilantes.

In a related development, 
Governor David Umahi has 
called on the people of  Effi-
um and Ezza Effium to call 

a truce and embrace peace 
to enable Government assist 
them to resettle. The Gov-
ernor made the call when 
he visited the troubled area. 
He informed the natives that 
their leaders have agreed to 
a ceasefire and appealed to 
them to recall their warriors 
from the bushes

Revenue agent dies 
pursuing truck 

Imo monarchs risk dethronement over insecurity
securing the state.

He said, “Insecurity is one 
thing Uzodinma takes seri-
ously since he came to gov-
ernment. There is no alterna-
tive to security. The issue of 
security is very central to this 
government. We must ensure 
that Imo State is secured. 
To interact among ourselves 
and assign responsibilities to 
ourselves is the main focus 
of  this meeting. We must 
call ourselves to order. If 

you are a traditional ruler, 
what is your role in regards 
to security? If  you are Chair-
man of  CAN, what is your 
role as regards to security?

 
“These people who are cult-
ists, rapists, drug addicts 
and all of  them live in your 
communities, adding that 
traditional ruler must have 
a system to check insecurity, 
especially those who go out 
and come in. ‘If  every tradi-
tional ruler does his job well 
this insecurity will abate’.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
revenue agent work-
ing for unnamed gov-
ernment office, Mr. 

Ikechukwu Ochi on Tuesday, 
died in Umuahia, Abia State 
after he fell off  a moving 
truck.

The agent, about 30 years 
old, allegedly jumped on a 
moving truck, loaded with 
goods, trying to comman-
deer the truck to the road 
side along corporative area of 
Umuahia, while demanding 
that the driver showed his dai-
ly tickets.

It was further gathered that 
the truck driver increased the 
speed of  the vehicle and in the 
ensuing struggle, the revenue 
agent  mis-stepped, lost bal -

ance  and fell down, hitting 
his head against the tar while 
the truck driver sped off.

The colleagues of  the vic-
tim, who became confused, 
rushed his unconscious 
body to the emergency ward 
of  Federal Medical Center 
(FMC) in Umuahia where he 
was confirmed dead by doc-
tors on duty.

It was not known whether 
the truck driver was arrested 
or not, even though some 
motorists claimed the dead 
agent was allegedly on illegal 
duty.

Police Public Relations 
Officer (PPRO), Abia State 
Command, Mr. Geoffrey 
Ogbonna could not confirm 
the story when contacted 
through a text message.

By Jennifer John 

T
he Imo State Com-
missioner for Works,

 

Ralph Nwosu has dis-
closed the state government’s 
disposition in making sure 
that road safety measures are 
put in place on Imo roads 
without compromise.
 Commissioner Ralph Nwosu 
made this known when he re-
ceived in his office the Federal 
Road Safety Corps Imo State 
Sector Command led by their 
Sector Commander Joshua 
Adekanye.
 The commissioner who 
opined that the provision 
of  good road network with 
standard drainage system as 
the starting point in road safe-

Safety of citizens on roads paramount
ty measures disclosed that the 
3R government of  Senator 
Hope Uzodimma has already 
commissioned 22 roads under 
one year in office which show-
cased the importance the pres-
ent administration places on 
lives and properties.
    Ralp Nwosu frowned at the 
recklessness of  drivers on the 
road even where construction 
work is on going without ad-
herence to road signs, dump-
ing of  refuse on the drains, as 
well as the arbitrary construc-
tion and placement of  road 
furniture on Imo roads espe-
cially speed bumps which has 
constituted serious nuisance 
on Imo roads, while he called 
for change of  attitude by per-
petrators. 

Ohanaeze cautions Army on massive
arrest of Igbo youths
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

O
hanaeze Ndigbo, an 
apex umbrella of  Igbo 
socio-cultural associa-

tions, has cautioned the Army 
against indiscriminate arrest 
of  Igbo youths in the country, 
saying it is unacceptable.
  In a statement by the Na-
tional Publicity Secretary of 
Ohanaeze, Chief  Alex Og-
bonnia, in Enugu on Thurs-
day, the pan-Igbo group said 
they would not tolerate the 
on-going clamp down on Igbo 
youths.

The statement reads in 
parts: “The attention of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
wide has been drawn to on-

going massive arrests of  Igbo 
youths by the Nigerian Army.

The report indicates that 
“the military personnel, sus-
pected to be led by the 34 
Artillery Brigade, Owerri, 
since Sunday have been ar-
resting male residents and 
youths, particularly in Oguta 
and Ohaji communities and 
clamping them into vans and 
taken to unknown destina-
tions” The report adds that 
the army are “busy, carrying  
out raids, discreet searches 
and arrests of  youths and res-
idents who are suspected to 
be linked to the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra and its secu-
rity arm, the Eastern Security 
Network”.

“For the avoidance of 
doubt, Ohanaeze Ndigbo led 

by Ambassador Prof. George 
Obiozor is unequivocal about 
the use of  fire arms by the un-
authorized persons, bodies or 
groups. Democracy, all over 
the world vests the absolute 
authority for the legitimate 
use of  force in government. 

We had admonished that 
the exclusive indulgence of 
AK 47 to the Fulani herds-
men as canvassed by Gov-
ernor Bala Mohammed is 
antithetical to the ethos of  a 
decent society.

“For the armed forces to 
arrest the Igbo youths without 
evidence of  arms, means of 
violence or crime is cowardly, 
uncivilized and mostly unac-
ceptable to Ohanaeze Ndigbo.

It runs contrary to every 

sense of  natural justice and 
rights of  citizenship for the 
army to invade some Igbo 
communities in search of 
youths; most of  whom are 
brilliant university graduates 
whose society has denied 
employment and sense of  be-
longing. This is adding salt to 
festering injury. 

“We call on the Chief  of 
Army Staff, Major General 
Ibrahim Attahiru to urgently 
stop the wave of  arrests before 
it gives impetus to the propos-
al by the United Kingdom Vi-
sas and Immigration (UKVI) 
to offer asylum to person who 
actively and openly supports 
IPOB and likely to be at risk 
of  arrest or detention, and 
ill-treatment which is likely to 
amount to persecution.
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ankara and pop socks to a 
complete attire just to make it 
scream? It can only be Denrele. 

His signature footwear also 
changed the  game of  the 
ensemble. 

Unusual Prince of Zamunda
When Nigerian celebrities 

showed up for the Coming 2 
America premiere, they went all 
out but Denrele sprinkled extra 
all over the place. Not only did he 
try to recreate a look of  one of  
the casts in the first part of  the 
movie, he also attached drapes 
because he can never be caught 
doing 'normal' things. 

The Chinese
One quick look at this photo 

and you would never have 
guessed that it is a man gallantly 
rocking all the colours, blings, 
and jewellery. There's probably 

opular Media personality, PDenrele Edun, is famous 
for one distinct quality 

and it is not his job. The TV host 
has an unusual fashion sense 
which he rocks with pride and 
despite the frequent backlash 
and controversial statements; 
Denrele's style has come to stay. 
Over the years, the media 
personality has cemented his 
place as the king of  eccentric 
f a s h i o n  w i t h  h i s  h e e l s , 
effeminate dressing, and weird 
themes.

Below are five photos that 
captured Denrele's style in all its 
uniqueness. 

The Polka King 
This picture challenged every 

woman who has a polka dot 
outfit in their closet. Who adds 

Po p u l a r 
i n t e r n e t 
sensation, Mr 

Spe l lz  aka  Spe l l 
Buhari, who became 
viral on social media 
months ago for his 
f u n n y  w a y  o f  
spelling words has 
been sighted on the 
s t r e e t s  a g a i n . 
Unfortunately, the 
i n d i v i d u a l  w h o 
a t t r a c t e d  t h e 
attention of  several 
celebrities and was 
given a complete 

He, however, managed 
to  ment ion  tha t  he 
doesn't have money. 

revamp was looking 
like his former self  
before he had a taste 
of  fame. 

An unidentified 
man who sighted Mr 
Spellz filmed him on 
camera while calling 
on Nigerians to once 
again step in and 
render assistance to 
him. When he was 
a p p r o a c h e d ,  M r 
Spellz couldn't speak 
p r o p e r l y  a s  t h e 
indiv idual  asked 
about his condition. 

In a longer version of  
the same video, the 
Good Samaritan and 

s o m e  o t h e r 
unidentified men 
had organised a 
plate of  food for 
him. Once he had 
m a n a g e d  a  f e w 
spoons, he went on 
to give a hilarious 
d i s p l a y  o f  h i s 
spelling skills that 
made him go viral 
in the past. 

no look the eccentric slayer 
cannot kill. 

The Crazy Match
The idea of  a dress in a jacket 

and trouser definitely sounds 
bizarre and ridiculous, but not to 
the king of  style. 

He got people talking and 
q u i t e  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h i s 
ensemble which he released 
when he clocked 38. 

The Shoe
Denrele probably has more 

heels and shoes than an average 
woman in Lagos, and every time 
he steps out in his over 4 inches 
shoes or heels, the regular 
question is 'how does he manage 
to lift it'? His shoes are as extra as 
his daring outfits, maybe even 
more. 

5 photos showcasing Denrele Edun's eccentric sense of style 

Frying pan to Fire:
Viral sensation,
Mr Spell Buhari,
back on the streets

The Polka King Unusual Prince of Zamunda The Chinese

The ShoeThe ShoeThe Shoe

The Crazy MatchThe Crazy MatchThe Crazy MatchDuring fameDuring fameDuring fame After fameAfter fameAfter fame
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gbo people were taken in Irelatively high numbers to 
Jamaica as slaves, so it's no 

surprise that there's some Igbo 
language in the Jamaican Patois 
language.

The "Red Ibo" or "Red Eboe" 
was used to refer to the Igbo slaves 
in Jamaica because of  their light 
s k i n .  I g b o  s l a v e s  w e r e 
distinguished physically by their 
fair or “yellow” skin tones, a 
stereotype which persists to 
present-day Nigeria. Today, in 
Jamaica, “red eboe” is used to 
describe people with light skin 
tones with African features. 

Originating primarily from the 
Bight of  Biafra in West Africa, 
Igbo people were taken in 
relat ively high numbers to 
Jamaica as slaves, between 1790 
and 1809 during the transatlantic 
slave trade. Besides Virginia, 
Jamaica was the second most 
common disembarkation point 
for slave ships arriving from 
Biafra. 

During this period, the culture 
and language of  the Igbos 

diffused into the Jamaican 
culture. One of  the major results 
of  this diffusion is the infusion of  
some Igbo words  in to  the 
Jamaican Patois. 

Some of  these words include: 
Unu– You people 
Ima osu (Jamaica) Imu oso 

(Igbo)- to hiss by sucking your 
teeth 

Akara  ( Jamaica)  Akàrà 
(Igbo)– bean cake 

Soso (Jamaica) Soso (Igbo)- 
only 

A l s o,  t h e  ya m  f e s t iva l , 
Jonkonnu, in Jamaica, was 
introduced by the Igbos. In 
Nigeria, it is simply called the 
New Yam Festival. Jonkonnu is a 
masquerade festival held in 
Jamaica which is attributed to the 
Njoku Ji or “yam-spirit cult”, 
Okonko and Ekpe of  the Igbo. 
Natives also allege that the Ibu 
Town is named after the Ibo 
slaves. 

The Igbo also influenced the 
culture with actions such as 
“sucking-teeth” coming from the 
Igbo “ima osu” and “cutting-eye” 

from Igbo “iro anya”. 
According to the Guardian, 

"From Jamaica's history, the 
Igbos influenced the culture, 
music, the pouring of  libation, 
the “ibo” style, idioms, language 
and way of  life of  the Jamaicans. 
The Jamaicans are so akin to the 
ways of  the Igbos such that it is 
not uncommon to see Jamaicans 
watch Igbo Nollywood movies. 
Some of  their rural areas take 
after the Igbo's in Eastern 
Nigeria." 

We cannot talk about Igbo 
slave history without talking 
about Olaudah Equiano, a freed 
Igbo slave who became literate 
and was one of  the first to 
document his experiences in a 
book. He became an official and 
was  ver y  ins t r umenta l  in 
maintaining law and order 
among the Igbos in Jamaica 
during the 1776 Mosquito Shore 
Scheme. He is also regarded as 
being one of  the campaigners of  
the abolition of  slave trade. 

From history, Igbo slaves 
w e r e  k n o w n  t o  r e s i s t 

enslavement rather than revolt. 
Many accounts showed that the 
s l aves  commi t t ed  su i c ide 
because they believed after 
death, they would return to their 
native land. This suicide made 
most slave traders skeptical of  
having them as slaves. 

One of  the most popular 
resistances is the Igbo Landing, 
where about 75 slaves took over 
their boat and matched back into 
the water singing and chanting in 
Igbo. This was in Georgia. 

In Jamaica, however, 250 
Igbo men conspired to kill every 
white man in the land with the 
Black River Rebellion plot. 
When they failed, their epic song 
for freedom rang high: 

"Oh me good friend, Mr 
Wilberforce, make we free! God 
A l m i g h t y  t h a n k  ye !  G o d 
Almighty thank ye! 

God Almighty, make we free! 
Buckra in this country no make 
we free: What Negro for to do? 
What Negro for to do? 

Take force by force! Take 
force by force! To be sure! To be 

sure! To be sure!" 
" B u c k r a "  w a s  a  t e r m 

introduced by Igbo and Efik 
slaves in Jamaica to refer to white 
slave owners and overseers. 

5 Interesting Facts about 
Igbo People of Jamaica 

There is no gainsaying the 
fact  that  Nigerians are in 
different places around the world 
as the country has one of  the 
biggest black populations in the 
globe. The Igbos are among the 
country's ethnic groups that have 
found a home in other places as 
they can also be found in 
Jamaica. These people are 
popularly referred to as the "Igbo 
people of  Jamaica". 

Drawing resource from The 
Guardian and Wikipedia , 
Legit.ng compiled some of  the 
interesting things to know about 
this set of  people below:

 
They came into the country 

between 1790 and 1809
The Guardian gathered that 

the Igbos were kidnapped into 
slave trade and some of  them 
were shipped to the Caribbean 
Island in the foreign country. 

Igbos influenced a great part 
of the Jamaican culture

Due to the fact that they did 
not find the Jamaican language 
easy; the people introduced their 
words into the country's patios. 
Words like "unu" and "soso" 
were created by the Igbos. 

The Igbos introduced some 
festivals in Jamaica

Traditional events such as 
n e w  y a m  f e s t i v a l  a n d 
masquerade celebrations were 
h e av i ly  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e 
Jamaican culture by them. One 
of  the festivals is credited to 
Njoku Ji. 

The 1815 conspiracy
During slave trade era, 250 

people made a decision to take 
the lives of  their colonial masters 
to show that they could no more 
bear the burden of  being slaves. 

Igbos set their rules during 
slave trades

According to Wikipedia, 
while the Igbos were slaves, they 
never tolerated marginalisation. 
The people created a set of  
unwritten rules that plantation 
owners had to adhere to. 

The Igbo People of Jamaica 

Jamaican Igbos in the 1800sJamaican Igbos in the 1800sJamaican Igbos in the 1800s

Modern day Jamaican Igbos during masquerade festival

Culled from google & Pulse.ng
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n the last edition, I was Inarrating the encounter 
between apia and the 

to r to i s e.  Today,  in  the  
concluding aspect of  the 
analysis,  effor ts  wil l  be 
concentrated on what played 
out between Apia and the 
tortoise when Apia suddenly 
looked into her bag and saw the 
tortoise squatting comfortably 
in apia's bag.

When she looked into the 
bag and saw tortoise, she was 
amazed and angrily she asked, 
”tortoise, when did you creep 
into my bag?” The tortoise 
looked at her and laughed at her 
derisively.  Tortoise laughed 
and told apia, “that it was 
because she did not carry him 
along and that is why he wanted 
to beat her to her game, hence I 
crept into the bag at night.”

At this juncture, apia 
emptied her bag and the 
tortoise dropped into the sea. 
Immediately, various species of  
fishes surrounded the tortoise. 
They wanted to devour him in a 
hurry. He beckoned on them, 
“Please my great grand 
children don't harm me because 
I am your great grandfather lost 
in the sky many years ago and 
somehow, the cloud opened 
and let me loose thus I fell into 
the sea.” Somehow the fishes 
had mixed feel ings and 
thoughts as to what to do with 
the unwanted visitor. 

Immediately, the tortoise 

knew how to swim but not as 
fast as the fishes. The fishes and 
the tortoise agreed to go to a 
side of  the sea to negotiate what 
next to do. A thought came to 
the tortoise, “My great great 
grand children, I will teach 
each of  you how to grow taller 
in a minute. He asked them to 
go the sea side and make fire. 
They complied. He asked them 
to find a container and pour a 
little oil in the container. 

While two or three of  the 
fishes were busy complying 
with the directives of  the 
Tortoise, a good number of  
them stayed far from them and 
watched. When the oil on the 
fire began to boil, he asked two 
or three to jump into the fire 
and they complied and got 
themselves burnt as they each 
got elongated and dies. The 
other fishes around got scared 
and ran away telling the tortoise 
that they will go jump into the 
fire once those already in come 
out.

 They all took to their hills. 
The tortoise collected the six or 
seven dried fishes and wrapped 
them carefully as he left the sea 
side. On his way, he saw a dog. 
On sighting the dog, he asked 
the dog to stay clear because he 
was carrying the dead body of  
his mother and the dog ran into 
the bush on hearing dead body 
while the tortoise continued to 
convey his parcel.

 The next he saw was a 

squirrel perching now a small 
tree. As he saw the tortoise, he 
asked the tortoise, ”What are 
you carrying let me come down 
and help you because nobody 
can carry his mother's dead 
body alone.” The tortoise 
thanked him but rejected his 
offer. The tortoise continued his 
journey. The next person he 
met was the tiger. 

As the tiger asked him what 
he was carrying, he repeated his 
story saying it was the body of  
his mother which he went to 
carry from the land of  the 
unknown. The tiger said no, I 
cannot allow you carry your 
mother's body alone and before 
the tortoise could say a word, 
he pounced on him and 
grabbed the parcel from him. 

Quickly, he pryed into the 
parcel and saw that the parcel 
contained roasted fishes as he 
remarked, “Tortoise, when will 
your lie and cunning attitude 
end?” These are dried fishes 
and you claim it is your 
mother's dead body. Then, the 
tortoise begged him to follow 
him to his house where they can 
share the fishes. Stupidly, the 
tiger followed him to his house. 

As they sat down to share 
the fishes, the tortoise told the 
tiger that there was a giant rat in 
his house that had made part of  
his house his abode and 
pleaded with the tiger to help 
him catch the rat to stop its 
menace. The tiger agreed. The 

tortoise suddenly went out and 
knocked at the door of  a giant 
tiger. When he came out, the 
tortoise whispered to the giant 
tiger saying, “I have attracted a 
big animal to the house and I 
will plan how we can kill him 
lest he will devour both of  us in 
a minute. 

He unfolded a strategy to the 
giant tiger that he will go into a 
hole, when you hear long hand, 
you should run deep inside the 
hole. But when you get short 
hand, you should go back so 
that I can pull some of  your hair 
so that he can be convinced 
there is actually a rat in the hole. 
The tortoise went into the hole 
to implement his plan. The 
tortoise stepped out, he did to 
the tiger, “I have confirmed that 
there is indeed a rat inside the 
whole. 

He dipped his hand into the 
hole and shouted, “Short hand, 
short hand.” The giant tiger 
came out from the inside hole 
to enable the tortoise take some 
hairs from its body and ran back 
inside immediately. Then he 
brought out his hand and 
showed it to the smaller tiger 
that he had gotten some hairs 
from the rat which clearly 
indicated that there was a giant 
rat in the hole. Then the tortoise 
asked the tiger to use his long 
hand to catch the rat. 

Then the tiger put his hand 
into the hole and the giant rat 
ran deep deep deep inside the 

hole beefs 
the  l i t t l e  

tiger will not 
catch him. Then 

the tiger tried to reach 
the rat but did not succeed and 
the Tortoise advised him to go 
deeper. As he was trying, the 
tortoise was shouting long hand 
long hand, surprisingly, the 
tortoise reached a stone because 
he noticed that while the tiger 
was trying to reach the giant rat 
i n  t h e  h o l e ,  t h e  t i g e r  
overstretched himself  and 
exposed every part of  his body 
then the tortoise hit his head 
with the stone because he had 
made himself  vulnerable. 

He groaned and groaned as 
he struggled till he died. When 
everywhere was quiet, the 
tortoise beckoned on the giant 
tiger to come out. Now they had 
a problem to deal with as they 
thought of  what to do with the 
animal he had killed (tiger). 
Fortunately, the Tortoise who 
was never empty of  idea 
suggested that they will excise 
the hand of  the tiger to cook for 
a feast. They did just that. As 
the meat was boiling, the 
tortoise knew that they both 
could not completely eat the 
hand of  a tiger alone. 

Then he asked the giant rat 
to go and inspect if  the meat 
was done. The giant rat 
complied. As he opened the 
burning pot for inspection the 
tortoise grabbed the two legs of  
the giant rat, slaughtered it and 
threw her into the boiling pot. 
The giant rat being so smart 
squatted in the boiling pot on 
the boiling meat in such a way 
that only the tail was boiled. He 
collected all the pepper in the 
boiling meat and stored in his 
mouth.

 Moments later, the tortoise 
came to know if  the rat had died 
but as he opened the pot, the 
giant rat spat the pepper onto 
the face of  the tortoise. The 
tortoise fell down crying and 
said, ”when two cunning 
persons meet, they will know 
who is smarter.” 

When the giant rat jumped 
out of  the hot pot, he said to the 
tortoise, “Don't you know that I 
know what you know?” That is 
why till today, the tail of  a rat 
has no hair on it because of  the 
experience it had in the boiling 
pot. From that day on, the giant 
rat and the tortoise became best 
of  friends 

NB: This page is for the 
promotion of  Igbo tradition 
and culture. Therefore, my 
readers are free to call and 
WhatsApp me.

The tortoise and his crafty prowess (2) 
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Special Report 

million in the first quarter of  
2021.
“The prices change on daily 
basis, so as we are talking 
now, I cannot guarantee the 
pr ices  i t  wi l l  be  sold  
tomorrow,” he said.
Mr Cletus Okeke at the 
popular Ogbete market, who 
is another retailer did not 
mince words when he 
expressed surprise at the rate 
price of  the cement product 
were rising among the south 
eastern states.
According to him, "a bag of  
Dangote Cement is sold at 
N3, 900, Unicem for N3, 700; 
Bua Cement for N3, 700 and 
Kogi Super Cement is sold at 
N3, 600. Okeke lamented 
that few individuals were 
given opportunity to supply 
the cement product even 
when you have your money 
cash to pay".
He however, pleaded with 
manufacturers to reduce the 
prices and make it available 
to the customers though he 
maintained that the prices 
would likely crash during 
raining season.

ABIA
In Abia, a cross-section of  

Enugu state known for its low 
cost of  living and cheap 
commodity market is not left 
out of  these ugly trend as 
business owners decry low 
level of  patronage.
Ezenwa & sons enterprise a 
major distributor of  cement 
i n  A b a k p a  t o l d  o u r  
Correspondent that they have 
been facing high price of  
cement products. He frowned 
at the rate in which price of  
cement has affected the 
eastern region stating while 
in the north and the middle 
belt it is never the same. 
"I am not happy the way we 
are been treated here (in the 
east). Should I say because 
we Igbo are majorly investors 
or what, he queried?. No 
much sales as before because 
many people cannot afford 
the price".
A cement dealer at Kenyetta 
Market in Enugu State 
capital, Mrs Chinwe Ozor 
said the increase in the 
product's price started last 
year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic which also affected 
an  inc rease  in  do l l a r  
exchange. She noted that a 
trailer load of  Dangote 
cement with 600 bags initially 
sold at N1.5 million in 2020 
but presently valued at N2.3 

price of  cements in the south 
eastern states of  Enugu, 
Anambra, Abia, Ebonyi and 
Imo shows that the prices of  
the product has increased 
almost by double when 
compared to the price in 
2020.
Notwithstanding, some of  
the stakeholders, dealers and 
users of  this input have 
revealed that the increase of  
price may not necessarily be 
from the manufacturers but 
highlighted high cost of  
transportation, increase in 
dollar exchange, monopoly 
market, hoarding of  goods, 
l a c k  o f  p r i c e  c on t ro l  
mechanism, herdsmen attack 
and increased demand as 
major causes of  the ripple 
effect on price.
These have caused most 
block industries and dealers 
to shot down production as 
well as sales. While those 
producing do so to the 
detriment of  retaining their 
customers.
News Echo took to the streets 
of  major cities to ascertain 
the level of  activities and 
possible solution to the 
exponential rise in price of  
cement products.

ENUGU 

ventures, cement an integral 
part of  building material has 
continued to show serious 
threats to dealers and users of  
these products.
Our Correspondent who 
carried a market survey on 

t a period when small 

Ascale businesses in the 
construction industry 

are beginning to pick up from 
the rubbles of  coronavirus 
pandemic effect and vying for 
more prospective business 

Continues on pg. 18
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ANAMBRA 
The situation in Awka, 
Onitsha and Nnewi seems to 
be  in  l ine  with other  
n e i g h b o r i n g  s t a t e s  a s  
stakeholders and block 
industries owners lament 
over the situation.
Mr Kenechukwu Okoye, a 
cement dealer along Zik 
Avenue, Awka said before the 
#EndSARS protest in 2020, a 
50kg bag of  cement was sold 
at N2,500. Shortly after the 
#EndSARS, the price rose to 
N3,000 and from there to the 
present price of  N4,000 and 
N4,100, we are selling 
today,” he said.
Okoye noted that though the 
distributors initially blamed 
the problem on difficulties 
encountered by the hauling 
f i r m  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  
product, the situation had 
come to stay and nothing 
seems to be done about it.
Global  Block Industry 
owner, Mr Tochukwu Eke, in 
Onitsha, noted that increase 
in the price of  cement 
product affected his business 
as he still sells six-inch solid 
and nine-inch hollow block at 
230 per one while six-inch 
hollow goes for 200 naira 
respectively.
“I managed to produce 
blocks and sell above 200 
naira now in small quantity 
due to the change in price in 
order to retain my customers. 
Most of  us have already 
wound up the business. This 
is as a result of  astronomical 
rate in price of  cement. This 
kind of  scenario have also 
caused some of  the block 
industries to reduce quality 
o f  t h e i r  b l o c k s ,”  h e  
bemoaned."
A site Engineer, residing in 
Awka, Mr Francis Ikolo who 
spoke to our correspondent 
said bui lding a  house 
presently cost a lot from 
buying cements and blocks 
which are integral part of  the 
construction.
"I wanted to start a building 
in the village when the price 
was N2,800 last year but was 
waiting to see if  it would 
come down. When I went 
back next time, I was told it 
was N3, 000 and to my 
greatest surprise, they sell 
N3,900 and N4,000 now in 
my village.

500.
“By the end of  March, the 
price moved up to N4,000 
and now, we sell between 
N 4 , 0 0 0  a n d  N 4 1 0 0 ,  
depending on the brand.”
Another  dealer  at  the 
building material market Aba 
Mr Cosmos Oti said that his 
sales had dropped drastically 
as a result of  the hike.
“We have a lot of  challenges 
in this cement business now. 
When we make deposit and 
order for the goods, it takes 
about one month before we 
get delivery,” he said.

with the manufacturers of  the 
c o m m o d i t y.  R a t h e r ,  
Ogbonna blamed the price 
hike on the activities of  
“shylock distributors” of  
cement.
He said that the hike had 
a f f e c t e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s  
adversely, adding that cement 
patronage had been at the 
lowest ebb, since the price 
hike.
“In the first and second week 
of  March, we sold a bag for 
N3, 200, but within the third 
week we started selling at N3, 

afford to continue with the 
c u r r e n t  p r i c e  o f  t h e  
commodity. The economy is 
very bad so I hope to wait 
until there is a drop in the 
price.
“I think the hike can be 
attributed to the monopoly 
being enjoyed by the cement 
producers in the country. 
Unfortunately, there may not 
be any respite until that 
monopoly is broken.”
However, a cement dealer, 
Mr  Ogbonna  Kalu  o f  
Ubakala, Umuahia said the 
problem had nothing to do 

residents of  Umuahia, the 
state capital, also decried the 
high price of  cement, which 
ranges from N4, 000 to 
N4,100 per 50kg bag.
News Echo gathered that the 
price hike had further dashed 
the hope of  many Nigerians, 
wishing to own their personal 
homes.
A businessman, Mr Victor 
Ugwu, said he had to suspend 
his building project because 
o f  t h e  “ u n f o r t u n a t e  
development”.
Ugwu said: “I have stopped 
my project for now. I cannot 
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Frenchman Olivier Giroud 
leaving at the end of  the 
season.

E r l i n g  H a a l a n d  i s 
expected to be the Blues' top 
t a r ge t ,  b u t  t h e  f i e r c e 
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e 
Norwegian's signature may 
force the Londoners into 
seeking alternatives.

Should the Blues miss 
o u t  o n  t h e  B o r u s s i a 
D o r t m u n d  s t r i k e r , 
Iheanacho is one name 
being considered by Tuchel.

The Chelsea gaffer is 
impressed with the talents 
of  Iheanacho, who is one of  
the most in-form strikers in 
England at the moment. 

The Super Eagles star has 
r a c k e d  u p  1 5  i n  3 1 
appearances for the Foxes.

Chelsea, though, are not 
the only Premier League 
teams interested in securing 
the signature of  Iheanacho, 
with the reports suggesting 
that Manchester United and 
Arsenal are watching the 
24-year-old.

Leicester  City,  who 
acquired Iheanacho for £24 
million in 2017, are unlikely 
to let the forward leave on a 
cheap, especially with the 
Nigerian seen as the long-
term replacement for aging 
striker Jamie Vardy.
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i g e r i a 

Ni n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
K e l e c h i 

Iheanacho, could be on his 
way to Chelsea with the 
Blues manager, Thomas 
Tuchel, very convinced in 
the ability of  the Leicester 
City forward to improve his 
team's attack.

According to Spanish 
publications,  Fichajes, 
Tuchel is not the biggest fan 
of  Tammy Abraham, with 
the ex-PSG boss leaving the 
young Englishman out of  
Chelsea's starting lineup a 
few times in recent weeks.

The Blues are also open 
t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

Ba y e r n  M u n i c h 
s t r i k e r  Ro b e r t 
Lewandowski is 

he dispute between Tt h e  E d o  S t a t e 
Government and the 

Federal Ministry of  Youths 
and Sports Development 
over funding for the 20th 
National Sports Festival 
seems not over after our 
correspondent learnt the state 
was yet to get financial 
assistance from the Federal 
Gover nment  a s  ea r l i e r 
promised. 

There were doubts over the 
hosting of  the festival after 
t h e  L o c a l  O r g a n i s i n g 
Committee chairman, Philip 
Shaibu, said the state was 
ready to host the festival but 
lamented that the Federal 
Government was yet to 
release the funds needed to 
successfully hold the event. 

T h e  f e s t i v a l ,  w h i c h 
eventually started on April 2 
after several postponements, 
witnessed a scare after the 
Edo Sta te  Gover nment 
threatened to end it abruptly, 
j u s t  s i x  d a y s  a f t e r  i t 
commenced. 

But the festival continued 
a f t e r  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government, according to 

Shaibu, the Edo State Deputy 
Governor, showed some level 
o f  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d 
promised to release the funds. 

A week after the festival 
ended Ebomhiana Musa, 
Project Manager, Media and 
Communications of  Edo 
2020 told our correspondent 
that the FG was yet to fulfil its 
financial pledge. 

“Till  date the Federal 
Government is yet to fulfil the 
promise they made to us as 
regards funding for the 
National Sports Festival,” 
Musa said.

“Nothing has been paid as 
at today (Wednesday) but I 
don't know of  tomorrow. No 
fixed figure on how much 
they were going to give us but 
it was assistance.” 

A representative from the 
ministry, who spoke on the 
condition of  anonymity said, 
“ O n c e  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government releases the 
funds, it will not be a secret. 
The FG would announce that 
it had released the funds. 

“ T h o u g h  t h e  f i n a n c e 
minister is in the best position 
to respond to why the funds 

are  being delayed.  The 
money is support from the 
Federal Government and it is 
not with the Ministry of  

r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e PNigeria Badminton 
Federation, Francis 

Orbih, says the country's 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
Olympic Games in Tokyo 
suffered a major setback 
after players were unable to 
c o m p e t e  i n  s e v e r a l 
competitions. 

The country's badminton 
s t a r s  w e r e  b i l l e d  t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n 
championships in Peru, 
Singapore, Portugal, India 
and Malaysia to help seal 
tickets for the Olympics, 
but have missed out on two 
of  the championships, 
with another postponed. 

Speaking with newsmen, 
O r b i h  l a m e n t e d  t h e 

setback, but added that 
Nigeria remained in a good 
position to qualify for the 
Olympics. 

H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
championship in Peru, 
Portugal, India and the rest 
a l l  m a k e  u p  f o r  t h e 
Olympics qualification, 
but  as  i t  i s  now,  the 
competition in Peru started 
today (Wednesday) but the 
players couldn't make it 
because we had issues with 
visas and transit visas after 
all the efforts. 

“Peruvian visas can only 
be  secured  in  Accra , 
Ghana and by the time we 
secured the visas, transit 
visas became a problem 
because there was no 
airline to take them to Peru 
without transit visas and 

there was no t ime to 
process that. So, we had to 
drop out.

“And for the competition 
in India, it got postponed 
two days ago. Now, what 
w e  h a v e  l e f t  i s  t h e 
competition in Singapore 
and Malaysia. We were in 
Portugal, which shares 
close proximity to India, 
and if  it were under the 
normal circumstances, we 
would have been able to 
play the two games. But 
because of  the COVID-19 
requirements, we were 
meant to have come into 
India about six days before 
the game. “There was no 
way we would have been 
able to compete in the two 
events, so we withdrew 

from the event in Portugal 
so we could compete for 
the one in India because 
t h a t  i s  a  b i g g e r 
championship, but 30 
minutes after we withdrew, 
t h e y  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
pos tponement  o f  the 
championship in India.” 

He continued, “I have 
written an appeal letter to 
the World Badminton 
Federation to have us 
reinstated for the Portugal 
championship, but they 
have not responded. We 
are still in the race and we 
are hoping that we will 
scale through. There are 
still chances of  qualifying 
for the Olympics, but what 
happened here was a major 
setback.” 

Y o u t h  a n d  S p o r t s 
Development. There is a 
process for everything.” 

set to return from 
injury on Saturday 
and continue his 
bid to break Gerd 
Mueller's record 
of  40 goals in a 
single Bundesliga 
season.

Lewandowski 
netted 35 league 
goals for Bayern 
b e f o r e  b e i n g 
sidelined by a knee 
i n j u r y  w h i l e 
playing for Poland 
at the end of  last 
month.

T h e  3 2 - ye a r - o l d , 
voted Fifa's best male 
player of  2020, is set to 

return at Mainz.
An away win will 

c o n f i r m  B ay e r n  a s 
Bundesliga champions 
for the ninth straight 
season as they hold a 10 
point lead.

L ewa n d ow s k i  “ i s 
definitely an option for 
Saturday,” said Bayern 
head coach Hansi Flick, 
who wants to be released 
from his contract at the 
end of  the season.

Lewandowski needs 
five goals from Bayern's 
last four league games to 
equal Mueller's all-time 
Bundesliga record set in 

1971/72.
The Polish striker 

took part in team training 
on Wednesday to take 
“ a n o t h e r  b i g  s t e p 
towards his comeback,” 
Flick added.

G e r m a n y  w i n g e r 
Serge Gnarby has also 
started running again 
after testing positive for 
Covid-19 two weeks ago.

L ikewise,  French 
midf ie lder  Corent in 
Tolisso who had surgery 
on his left leg in February 
also took part in training 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
Wednesday.

Chelsea manager, Tuchel, eyes Leicester City's Iheanacho

Lewandowski set to resume
chase for Gerd Mueller's record

FG yet to pay festival money – Edo Govt

Badminton: Nigeria suffers major Olympics
setback

Iheanacho

Lewandowski
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ictor Osimhen has 

Vw e l c o m e d  t h e 
g r o w i n g 

competition for places in 
N i g e r i a ' s  s t r i k i n g 
department, praising fellow 
strikers Paul Onuachu, 
Kelechi Iheanacho and 
Sadiq Umar as they enjoy 
fine seasons in Europe.

O ve r  t h e  we e k e n d , 
Onuachu continued his 
superb form, hitting a brace 
for Genk in their 3-2 loss at 
Royal Antwerp. It was his 
sixth goal in five games, and 
his ninth in 10 games for the 
Belgian club.

T h e  g o a l s  t o o k  t h e 
forward's league tally to 29 
for the season and 33 in all 
competitions, including the 
two he scored for Nigeria 
during the last international 

he three top rated Tteams at the NWFL 
Premiership Super 

Six; Edo Queens, Bayelsa 
Queens and Rivers Angels, 
will today at the Dipo Dina 
Inter national  Stadium, 
Ijebu-Ode be presented with 
the opportunity to redeem 
themselves and again play 
t h e i r  t e a m s  b a c k  i n t o 
contention.

Unless they redeem their 
aspirations in today's Match 
Day Three, they will be out 

of  contention for the league 
title and ticket for the WAFU 
B qualifiers for the CAF 
Women Champions League.

The first match of  the 
day at 10am, will be the 
' B a t t l e  o f  t h e  C r e e k s ' 
between multiple champions 
and the league leaders at the 
end of  the  f i rs t  round 
Bayelsa Queens and 2018 
champion, and highly rated 
Rivers Angels.

The result of  the second 
game of  the Match Day 3, 

between Edo Queens of  
Benin and FC Robo of  
Lagos, would be mixed 
fortunes. It's a must-win for 
Edo Queens, after losing two 
straight games and having 
zero points.

The last match of  the day 
which kicks off  at 4pm, 
between Sunshine Queens 
and Delta Queens will be 
very crucial, as the result will 
either make or mar the 
chances  of  any of  the 
queens.

Th e  L e a g u e 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Company says all 

COVID-19  pro toco l s, 
including playing behind 
c losed  doors,  wi l l  be 
observed when the second 
s t anza  o f  the  l eague 
resumes May 9. 

The league was scheduled 
to  resume 
A p r i l  2 8 , 
before it was 
postponed 
by 11 days 
b y  t h e 
LMC. 

“Followin
g  t h e 
conclusion 
of  the first 
r o u n d  o f  
matches on 
April 5, and 
subsequent 
mid-season 
b r e a k ,  b e 
i n f o r m e d 

that the second round 
matches will commence 
with match-day 20 on May 
9 in all centres, with the 
exception of  Enyimba 
versus Rangers, which will 
be  announced in  due 
c o u r s e,”  N P F L  C O O 
Salihu Abubakar said in a 
statement. 

“ T h i s  i s  f o r  y o u r 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
compliance as we continue 
to maintain all COVID-19 
protocols.”

Season surprise package 
Kwara United are currently 
top of  the log tied on 36 
points with Kano Pillars 
after 19 games. 

break.
Iheanacho has had his 

career ups and downs, but is 
now enjoying a breakout 
season with Leicester City. 
T h e  f o r m e r  j u n i o r 
international has scored 10 
goals in his last seven 
appearances for the Foxes. 
Umar scored his 16th goal 
of  the season for Spanish 
Segunda d iv i s ion s ide 
Almeria over the weekend, 
as they continue their push 
for promotion to La Liga.

A l l  o f  t h e s e 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  h a v e 
impressed Osimhen, who 
has been established as 
Gernot Rohr's first-choice 
Nigeria striker. The forward 
i s  w e l c o m i n g  t h e 
competition, and says it is 

good for the national team.
“I think they are all doing 

quite well — Paul Onuachu, 
Kelechi Iheanacho and 
Sadiq Umar,” he told ESPN. 
“Of course I am happy for 
them and I'm happy about 
their form.

“And of  course, being 
able to capitalize on their 
current form for the national 
team is really important. 
Kelechi has been doing 
quite well and he has been 
scoring goals. Onuachu 
also, I think he's the leading 
goalscorer in Europe which 
is very important.

“He gave us the winning 
goal in the game against 
Benin Republic. It shows 
that we can capitalize on 
their form and count on 
them.”
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Osimhen welcomes Onuachu's striking competition

NWFL Super Six: Edo, Bayelsa,
Rivers battle for recognition

NPFL to resume May 9 behind
closed doors

Thugs dare Abia Govt,
beat road contractors

How high cost of cement is
affecting businesses in South
East – Research

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen OnuachuOnuachuOnuachu IheanachoIheanachoIheanacho UmarUmarUmar
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