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By Ikenna Orioha

A 
group, Con-
cerned Citizens 
of  Igbo Race 

(COCIR), has advised 
South East governors to 
jettison greed and self-
ish tendencies and work 
in unison to champion 
the cause and interests 
of  the Igbo with a view 
to boosting develop-
ment, peace, prosperity, 
comfort and security.

The Concerned Citi-
zens of  Igbo Race is an 
interest and mediation 
group which has been in 
existence. It has made 
inroads in the progress 
and advancement of 

COCIR advises South East governors
on Igbo unity, security

Igbo race.
The group, in a resolu-

tion reached after an ex-
ecutive meeting, held at 
Concorde Hotel, Ower-
ri, last Sunday, charged 
governors and other po-
litical leaders of  South 
East to throw overboard 
all forms of  anti people 
and selfish tendencies to 
pursue positive goal tar-
geted at common good, 
progress and prosperity 
of  the Igbo especially 
the security of  life and 
property.

The communiqué 
which was signed by 
COCIR President, Rev. 
Comr. Emmanuel Ike-
chukwu Omeokwe, Rev. 

Dr. Basil Ogbonna, Imo 
State Coordinator and 
Prince Joseph Nwosu- 
Okorie, Director of  Me-
dia, stressed that “the 
time for the Igbo to speak 
with one voice regard-
less of  party leanings or 
affiliations and person-
al interest has come for 
the common good of  the 

region, hence COCIR 
will not close its eyes to 
any person or groups de-
faulting the benefits of 
Igbo society”.

While calling for co-
operation of  the Indig-
enous People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB), MASSOB, 
South East governors 
and other Igbo lead-

ers and groups for way 
forward for the race, 
the COCIR however 
appealed for harmo-
nious operations and 
synergy of  Eastern Se-
curity Network (ESN) 
and Ebubeagu security 
operatives to be able to 
orderly secure the region 
and flush out terrorists.

COCIR maintained 
that leaders of  the Igbo 
ought to do the needful 
to win back the lost con-
fidence of  the people to 
prove that they are not 
there to serve the interest 
of  their Northern Mas-
ters by creating and im-
plementing policies and 
services”.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Abia State 
vigilante ser-
vices, a unit 

of  Abia State Ministry 
of  homeland security, 
Umuahia has denied 
some reports in the so-
cial media, where offi-
cials of  the security out-
fit were accused of  being 
responsible for a suspect-
ed phone theft.

The Abia vigilante, in 
a statement signed by 
Head, Media and Pub-
licity Mr. Ben Uchenna 
on Monday, stated that a 
case of  a missing phone 
which was said to have 
been stolen during a 
make keep, was reported 
to the Abia vigilante ser-
vices by two men.

This is even as the se-
curity outfit has peti-
tioned Governor Okezie 

Abia vigilante denies involvement
in phone theft

Ikpeazu on the matter, 
maintaining that the re-
ports of  their responsibil-
ity in the issue were false 
and unfounded.

The  Abia security 
agency  explained that 
the two men had last 
week Monday, reported a 
case of  their alleged miss-
ing phone at Asa Amato, 
Osisioma LGA office 
unit, which the two men 

claimed was stolen by 
one Chimezie Precious.

 

It added that the accus-
ers also told the Abia vig-
ilante services that they 
had earlier consulted an 
Oracle whose priest re-
vealed to them that the 
missing phone was sto-
len by the said Chimezie 
Precious.

It explained further 
that the unit Commander 

of  the Vigilante services 
refused to entertain their 
statements further on re-
alizing that their only evi-
dence in the matter was a 
report from a native doc-
tor of  an Oracle, noting 
that Abia vigilante ser-
vices did not operate with 
reports and materials 
from oracles, but through 
thorough  investigation 
and evidence.

Imo community begins 
road, erosion control
projects, others
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

F
ollowing the aban-
donment of  the 
community of  

Ahuwa Oboro in Ikwua-
no by Abia State, the 
people have embarked 
on road grading, erosion 
control and electricity 
projects.

The project tagged Ru-
ral infrastructure devel-
opment phase (1) for Ime 
Ahuwa-Oboro autono-
mous community is being 
done in partnership with 
an indigenous company 
and is expected to last 
for 12 months and would 
cost about N1.7 million 
naira.

The project which 
covers the rehabilita-
tion and expansion of  
Umunada to Umuagwu 
access roads, erosion 
control, construction of  
culverts and drainages at 
Methodist Church Nige-
ria, Umunnanta, Ahu-
wa General Assembly 
ground, road leading to 
Isiama Ahuwa General 
Assembly ground down 
to Umuagwu village; 
between Umuagwu and 
Umuochicha in Umu-
nada village; Umusom 
junction leading to Ahu-
wa General Assembly 
ground; and Umusom 
village to Faith Tabernac-
le junction at Okpuala 
village. Wooden electric-
ity polls which had hith-

erto collapsed were also 
replaced with new con-
crete polls to match the 
demands of  the time.

Interacting with Jour-
nalists at Ahuwa-Oboro 
autonomous commu-
nity while inspecting 
the ongoing project, the 
President General, Engr. 
James Nnadozie Ucheg-
buo wondered why the 
community would suf-
fer total neglect from all 
the tiers of  Government 
even when they are the 
food basket of  Abia State 
and beyond.

His words, “We em-
barked on this self-help 
project because of  Gov-
ernment’s inability to 
bring good road network 
and dividends of  democ-
racy to Ahuwa. We are 
the major producer of  
Palm oil in Ikwuano. We 
also produce plantains, 
cassava, coconut, vege-
tables, maize, melon and 
fire woods in large quan-
tity.

“For many years now, 
we have not received 
the Government touch 
on our roads. Our roads 
are death traps. They are 
impassable with lots of  
gully erosion. We cannot 
easily walk on our roads 
at night without sustain-
ing some degrees of  in-
juries. Despite our high 
economic contributions 
in the state and local gov-
ernment, we don’t have 
ordinary pipe borne wa-
ter from the government.

Anambra 2021: Group warns APC
against imposition of candidate
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A 
group within the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC), 

known as ‘APC Patriots’, 
has warned the leader-
ship of  the party to avoid 
the bait of  imposing a 
candidate on its mem-
bers in the forthcoming 
2021 governorship elec-
tion in Anambra state.

The Anambra State 
chapter of  the group is-
sued the warning in a 
press conference in Awka 
at the weekend, saying 
that doing so may cause 
destruction of  the party.

The leader of  the 
group, Hon. Chidi Ogba-

ji said: “The only way we 
can make headway in the 
Anambra governorship 
election is by having a 
credible primary election, 
which will also throw up 
an acceptable candidate.

APGA has failed An-
ambra State and the peo-
ple are yearning for a 
change and APC has so 
far positioned itself  well, 
and is now being accept-
ed by the people.

“We will not let that 
goodwill be spoilt 
through the imposition 
of  an unpopular candi-
date.

What we are doing is 
to alert the leaders of  the 
party that we are watch-
ing. APC Patriots have so 

far positioned themselves 
as a third force in the 
party, so the people must 
know that we are watch-
ing. We hope things will 
go right.”

Asked if  the group 
thinks the people will 
accept the party, consid-
ering some leadership 
lapses at the national lev-
el, Ogbaji said that could 
not be used to judge the 
party in the state.

It doesn’t mean that 
the APC is a failure or 
that it will fail in the 
state. All presidents have 
their weaknesses and 
strengths, so does Bu-
hari’s government. You 
can not use his weakness 
to judge the party in the 
state.”

orthern community 

Ncat t le  dealers  in 
U m u c h i e z e , 

Umunneochi LGA of  Abia 
State have denied harbouring 
killer herdsmen and other 
bandits in the state.

Speaking to journalists at 
Umuchieze, the northern 

cattle dealers said the stories 
that they were “harbouring 
bandits, kidnappers, armed 
robbers and herdsmen” in 
the cattle market were not 
true at all.

Addressing the press 
through their spokesperson, 
Buba Abdullahi Kedermure, 
the cattle dealers described 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  a s  “ a 
calculated attempt by some 
disgruntled elements within 

and outside the cattle market 
t o  i n c i t e  t h e  h o s t 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e 
government against our 
community”.

The community added 
that as responsible citizens, 
they had earlier petitioned 
the state Commissioner of  
Police and the Director of  
Security Service over armed 
robbers, kidnappers, cultists 
and drug peddlers taking 
over the community.

The Northerners said, 
“While we admit that there is 
exodus of  nor therners, 
herdsmen inclusive from the 
south to the north in recent 
times, the fact that some of  
them do come here to board 
vehicles to the north with 
their families, it does not 
mean that we harbor them 
anywhere”. They pleaded 
with security agencies to 
redouble their efforts in 
protecting their lives and 
property.

 They however revealed 
that the community has a 
v i g i l a n t e  g r o u p  d u l y 
inaugurated by the police 
a n d  w h i c h  h ave  b e e n 
working efficiently with the 
police to prevent crime 
around the community, 
adding “our community is 
also not sleeping and have 
been holding ser ies  of  
meetings”.

The northern community 
spokesman cautioned that 
the issue of  security should 
not be politicized, adding 
that the government and 
security agencies  “should 
take  concrete  s teps  by 
arresting the culprits as 
peop le  f ee l  tha t  those 
arrested are later freed”.

We don’t hide criminals in our market,
homes – Northern community in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia
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Abia State Governor, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu �anked by members of the Forum of Abia State Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation Chapter led by the Chairman, Samuel Nwosu Esq when they paid him courtesy call in government 
house.

Anyanwu warns 
against destructive 
criticism

ESUT Teaching Hospital
patients protest poor food
quality, lack of water
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

T
here was a melodra-
ma at the Enugu State 
University of  Science 

and Technology (ESUT) 
Teaching Hospital/Park 
Lane General Hospital, 
Enugu yesterday as patients 
and their relatives protested 
against the poor quality of  
food offered to patients as 
well as the poor sanitation 
witnessed in the hospital as 
a result of  lack of  water.

They also protested 
against the nonchalant atti-
tude of  medical staff  in at-
tending to patients especial-
ly to those in emergencies 
which has caused many 
deaths at the hospital. 

Parents of  a one year and 
three months old baby girl, 
Mrs. Leonard Onuchukwu 
were said to have sparked 

the protest when they re-
fused to pay the bill given 
to them, insisting that they 
would not pay the entire bill  
because of  the meal which 
neither they nor their child 
ate because they were not fit 
even for dogs.

News Echo gathered that 
relatives of  other patients 
with Onuchukwu and said 
that they too would not 
pay for the meals which the 
hospital authorities force on 
every patient whether eaten 
or not in conformity with 
the laid down rule in the 
hospital.

Addressing newsmen be-
fore the man and his wife 
were whisked away by the 
police, Onuchukwu who 
earlier said that over his 
dead body would he pay for 
the meal they did not, said 
that they were admitted in 
the hospital on Saturday 

and since then the medical 
personnel never attended to 
their child that was stooling 
and vomiting.

His words: ‘When we 
were admitted at the hospi-
tal on Saturday, neither the 
doctors nor the nurses were 
willing to attend to our child 
that was seriously vomiting 
and stooling. Nobody cared 
to look our way but when a 
family rushed in with their 
child who was my child’s age 
with bullet wounds and was 
turned back because there 
was no space, it was then I 
started shouting that they 
should discharge us so that 
we look for another hospital.  

It was then that they start-
ed attending to my child and 
I thank God that she is re-
covering.

“I am not pleased with all 
they wrote in the bill which 
is N29,500 but the one I am 

insisting that I’ll not pay 
even if  the whole policemen 
are brought to the hospital, is 
the food.

“The food they gave 
us was too poor.  The tea 
looked like goat urine, the 
rice and other meals they 
offered were not even fit 
for some domestic animals 
and we did not touch them 
even when they were shout-
ing each time they said that 
whether the food was eaten 
or not, it must be paid for.

 

The Chief  Security Officer 
(CSO) of  the hospital, Fidel-
is Onuduagu, told newsmen, 
“It is the rule in this hospital 
that meals offered to patients 
must be paid for whether 
taken or not and today must 
not be an exception.  They 
must pay because this is how 
others have been paying,” he 
insisted.

S
enator Samuel Anyan-
wu has frowned at the 
rate in which destruc-

tive criticism was gaining 
ground in the society, saying 
that such act jeopardizes the 
development of  the state.

Anyanwu therefore de-
scribed fake news and hate 
speech as worse than Boko 
Haram, adding that the so-
ciety was not prepared to 
entertain such deceit now 
that insecurity is high.

Anyanwu, a People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
Chieftain in Imo state noted 
that the tension in the soci-
ety today was triggered by 
fake news, appealing to rel-
evant authorities to expedite 
action to nip the ugly trend 
in the bud.

He urged anyone involved 
in such ill-cultured act to 
desist, while calling on all 

and sundry to join hand to 
improve the state through 
constructive criticism. The 
Amaimo Ikeduru born law-
maker commended the state 
government for given roads 
within the state capital a 
face lift and appealed for its 
sustenance.

He maintained that as 
a stakeholder in the Imo 
project, he would not hesi-
tate to applaud government 
when she does anything 
good, and in like manner 
criticize her where she is 
getting it wrong.

He called for the under-
standing of  government’s 
programmes, advising the 
present administration in 
the state to always be avail-
able to explain issues direct-
ed to her as it concerns the 
masses with maturity, rather 
than dropping names.

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Imo State vice 
chairman of  All Pro-
gressive Grand Alli-

ance (APGA), Mazi Jerry 
Okwukaogwu, has said 
that APGA was formed to 
strengthen development, 
peace and progress in South 
East.

He said APGA is a mass 
movement which has been 
winning elections in the re-
gion since the rebirth of  de-
mocracy in the country, say-
ing the party is determined 
to win the forthcoming lo-
cal government and gener-
al elections to help assuage 
poverty, unemployment, in-
security and bad governance.

 Speaking with journalists 
at the party’s secretariat, 
Owerri, last week, Ok-
wukaogwu maintained that 
APGA is the best party in 
Igbo which has the vision to 
create opportunities for eco-
nomic prosperity, better life 
and security.

Affirming the party’s will-
ingness for a peaceful and 
prosperous Igbo society, 
Okwukaogwu stated that 
APGA represents victory 
and hope of  Igbo race, reit-
erating that APGA is solidly 
charged to beat in elections 
with a view to restoring 
good governance and hu-
man dignity in the region.

Lauding the ingenuity 
and pragmatism of  APGA 
leadership and follow-
ers, APGA chairman of  
Ihitte Uboma, Chief  Ugwu 
Osuagwu, stressed that  for-
midability and republican 
sense of  members of  the 
party will endear APGA to 

electoral victory.
Osuagwu added that the 

hoisting of  new flags at the 
APGA secretariat symbolis-
es its preparedness for elec-
tion.

From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha

A 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , 
Chief  Michael 
O k a f o r - N wo f i a 

has distributed Sewing 
Machines to Anambra 
West Local Government 
Area Women, for So-
cial-economic develop-
ment.

News Echo gathered that 
the event which took place 
on Monday, at his Iyiora 
Anam residence attracted 

Philanthropist empowers women
with sewing machines in Anambra
communities

friends and well-wishers as 
well as family members.

Distributing the sewing 
machines, Chief  Nwofia 
who lamented that the An-
ambra West Local Gov-
ernment Area has been 
neglected over the years, 
said that what he has done 
was to help some women 
of  the Local Government 
to become financially suf-
ficient, especially now that 
the Nation’s economy is in 
a coma due to COVID-19 
pandemic.

Speaking during the 
distribution, Chief  Osita 
Ofozor, who donated the 
machines to assist Chief  
Nwofia in his humanitari-
an services, said that all he 
desires is for both the Fed-
eral and State government 
to construct major roads 
in the Local Government 
Area to help his people 
have a sense of  belonging.

One of  the beneficiaries, 
Mrs. Mkpodili Igbanu-
go from Umuoba Anam 
thanked both Chiefs Mi-

chael Nwofia and Osita 
Offozor for their magna-
nimity, and prayed God to 
replenish them.

A former Presi-
dent-General of  Umuen-
welum Anam, Chief  Hy-
acinth Okoye-Njaba who 
thanked the benefactors 
for their selfless service 
to humanity, urged Anam 
Youths to unite and form 
a formidable front to make 
a demand to any govern-
ment in power for im-
proved living standards

APGA to strengthen
peace, progress in S/East
- Okwukaogwu,,,,,,,

2 killed in
fresh Ebonyi 
communal 
clash 

T
wo persons have been 
confirmed dead in a 
fresh communal land 

dispute between Ezillo and 
Iyonu Communities in Ishielu 
local government area of  Eb-
onyi State.

Governor David Umahi 
who confirmed this while 
briefing newsmen after a secu-
rity council meeting in Abaka-
liki explained that the land had 
been declared as a buffer zone 
because of  the land differences 
which had last for 100 years.

He explained that the Coun-
cilor of  Ezillo Ward took 
an expatriate investor to the 
disputed land which resulted 
to the shootings and killing 
of  two persons. Umahi said: 
“there have been differences 
for over 100 years and the land 
has been declared a buffer 
zone. 

The Bishop of  Abakaliki 
Diocese, Most Rev Father Mi-
chael Okoro has directed the 
state leadership of  the Chris-
tian Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN) to wade into the crisis.
Ebonyi Police Public Rela-
tions Officer Loveth Odah 
who confirmed the shootings 
said the Police Commissioner, 
Aliyu Garba has dispatched 
police patrol teams to restore 
peace.
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he saying goes that the Tdown fall of a man is not 
the end of his life. It is also 

said that no man is defeated 
because he is knocked down 
except if he refuses to get up. Life 
is full of  twists and turns, 
somet imes  appears  unfa i r  
especially when it throws hard 
punches at you.
When you treat every obstacle in 

your life as a rung in the ladder of 
success you will keep moving up 
and onward to bigger and better 
things. Failure actually is not the 
end of the road as many people 
usually conclude. 
Many times it is the beginning of 

a new and more exciting trip. It is 
never too late for a new beginning. 
There is no better way to describe 
the success story of Kelechi 
Iheanacho, the rave of the moment 
for Leicester Football Club, an 
English Premier League team.
At one point in his career, his 

performance dipped (for two 
years) and he suddenly became the 
talk of the day after hugging the 
headlines previously with some 
breath taking efforts. Many at the 
time wrote him off.  
Iheanacho quite early supported 

Nigeria greatly to lift the U-17 
World Cup for the fourth time. 
Thereafter his sojourn for big time 
football started with Manchester 
City which signed him off from 
other competing big teams 
offering their hands.
Moving to Leicester in 2017 he 

began a promising career of 25m 
as he displayed his skills to the 
admiration of fans and employers.  
C o m m e n t s  a b o u t  h i s  

performance from international 
sports analysts indicate that 
Iheanacho's international record 
is good. He netted eight times in 
his first 14 international games 
between 2015 and 2017 (more than 
a goal every two games), before he 
went on a slump in 2018 and was 

left out of the 2019 AFCON. 
Though he returned in 2020 and 
scored in a friendly against 
Tunisia, he has played second 
fiddle to Victor Osimhen.
In March against Sheffield 

United which his team mauled 
with a scandalous 5-0, he pulled a 
hat-trick (scoring 3 goals) which 
performance he dedicated to 
mothers all over the world.
Reacting on his new found form, 

Kelechi had this to say, "I've been 
working really hard and I'm really 
grateful to God. I thank my team 
mates and my manager for helping 
me grow. I thank everyone in the 
club for helping me out and I'm 
happy for this day.'' It is clear he is 
a team player.  
L a s t  S u n d a y,  i n  a  s t a r  

performance the Ohaji, Imo State 
born soccer maestro in a solitary 
goal pushed his team to the finals 
of the Football Association (FA) 
Cup final, first time after 52 years. 
He is reputed to have scored 15 
goals in all competitions this 
season towering him as the highest 
goal scorer in the club so far.
News Echo wishes to celebrate 

with this young Nigerian whose 
never say-die-attitude persisted at 
point where his performance 
p l u m m e t e d .  H e  i s  a n  
encouragement to other youths 
and indeed all Nigerians. He kept 
hope alive and never gave up on his 
dreams as many are bound to do 
when confronted with little 
challenges
We celebrate him for being 

among the  few that  have 
continued to bring fame to the 
country at a point the country is 
making waves for the wrong 
reasons. There is no doubt that the 
country's national team will find 
his services extremely useful. 
Kelechi Iheanacho represents the 
talents of Nigerian youths. We 
salute him and wish him well.

Kelechi Iheanacho: 
Inspiring case of 
persistence
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ake no mistake Ma b o u t  i t .  I s a 
Pantami should 

resign from his office as 
Minister of  Communication 
and Digital Economy. He has 
confessed to his extremist past. 
All of  us can err. And probably 
he has walked away from 
those dangerous views. We 
ought to accept him as a 
changed man ( i f  he has 
actually changed, I have my 
doubts). It is sad that some 
may have died and many 
properties lost due to the riots 
provoked by his terrorist 
preaching in the past. We 
accept his repentance and his 
resignation. 

M o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n 
resignation is what the saga 
tells us about the quality of  our 
state institutions. We are 
spend ing  so  much  t ime 
thinking about politicians and 
the i r  incompetence  and 
corruption that we have not 
bothered if  we have a State 
properly called. Think about 
it. Assume that Isa Pantami 
still holds those terrorist views 
he expressed as late as 2016 or 
so. This man was nominated 
for a ministerial position. 
What report did the DSS issue 
on him? Did DSS ever vet 
him? Does the DSS ever 
seriously vet anyone except 
those who openly criticize the 
government or president in 
power? 

The Isa Pantami saga reveals 
that we may not have an 
in te l l igence  agency.  An 
intelligence agency is not one 
that can mobilize violence 
against activists and street 
protesters. An intelligence 
a ge n c y  i s  n o t  o n e  t h a t 
m o n i t o r s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
opponents of  those holding 
political power at the moment. 
An intelligence agency is a 
patriotic agency that monitors 
and spies on anyone who may 
pose danger to state security.

An intel l igence agency 
knows that state security is 
defined as the safety of  the 
Nigerian state and not the 
wellbeing of  the president and 

his associates. Why did DSS 
not report the terrible past of  
the ministerial nominee? If  
DSS is a real intelligence 
agency it will be unbiased in 
its review of  every nominee 
irrespective of  his or her 
ethnic or religious identity. 
But it is not.

Now think about the fact 
that the National Assembly 
screened Isa Pantami before 
h e  w a s  c o n f i r m e d  a s 
minister. 

So what did the Senate do? 
How come the matter of  this 
dirty past never got any 
mention? If  it did may be he 
would have had opportunity 
to establish that he had 
walked away from that past. 
Of  course, there is no rigor 
with confirmatory hearings 
in Nigeria. It is all a show 
and a frozen routine.

The  procedure  i s  the 
problem. In 2007 I wrote to 
the Senate President to reject 

m i n i s t e r i a l  l i s t  f r o m 
President Yar'Adua because 
t h e  l i s t  d i d  n o t  h av e 
portfolios attached to it. I 
went to AIT to argue that 
y o u  c a n n o t  h a v e  a 
meaningful confirmatory 
hearing for ministers if  you 
don't know the portfolios 
they are assigned. 

Every Nigerian who has 
a t t e m p t e d  s e c o n d a r y 
education can be a Minister 
but to be a minister in a 
particular sector you may 
need more. For example, the 
Senators may scrutinize 
conflict of  interest situations 
that may arise when an 
energy lawyer who has 
w o r k e d  f o r  m a j o r  o i l 
companies is nominated as 
Minister of  Petroleum. Such 
conflict of  interest situations 
may not arise if  he was listed 
as Minister of  Education.

Of  course the leadership of  
the Senate dismissed me. 

When Gbenga Aruleba of  
AIT confronted the then 
Deputy Senate President 
wi th  my proposa l ,  h i s 
response was typical: who is 
Sam Amadi to tell us what to 
do?  So the point is that the 
Pantami saga reveals that 
Nigeria is not an effective 
state.

I n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e 
literature an effective is an 
autonomous state. It is a 
state that is not beholden to 
any of  its component part. It 
i s  a  s tate  that  has  the 
a u t o n o m y  t o  e x e c u t e 
strategic national interest, 
somet imes  aga ins t  the 
evident sectional or personal 
interests of  ruling elites. 

This is why we are still 
s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  B o k o 
Haram. We don' t  have 
effective state institutions, 
e spec ia l ly  in te l l i gence 
agencies.

We don't have effective state 
institutions because our state is 
not autonomous; it is hijacked 
by special  and sect ional 
interests; and it works, not for 
strategic national interest, but 
f o r  o t h e r  s e c t i o n a l  a n d 
personal interests. So after this 
crisis we can do some things 
immediately. 

First, we need a law imposing 
an obligation of  marching 
por t fol ios  to  minis ter ia l 
n o m i n a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e 
president. Second, we need a 
n e w  p r o c e d u r e  f o r 
confirmation in the Senate that 
allows at least one week before 
any nominee is confirmed and 
invite public petitions before 
final confirmation. Anything 
to improve rigor and public 
participation is fine. That will 
not cure state ineffectiveness. 
But it will help mitigate it. 
i t

Isa Pantami: 
Beyond resignation 
By Dr Sam Amadi

Pantami
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Motorists groan as long queues, fuel scarcity hits Abuja

Photo News

Fuel subsidy rises to N500bn,
NNPC rules out price hike

ith the Federal 

WG o v e r n m e n t 
leaving the pump 

price of  Premium Motor 
Spirit (petrol) unchanged in 
the first five months of  this 
year despite the increase in 
global oil prices, subsidy on 
the product is estimated to 
gulp N500bn in the period. 

I t  h a d  e a r l i e r  b e e n 
reported that the sustained 
increase in global crude oil 
prices had pushed up the 
landing cost of  imported 
petrol closer to the current 
pump prices of  the product 
in Nigeria, and appeared to 
have triggered a return to 
petrol subsidy era. 

Going by the petrol 
pricing template of  the 
Petroleum Products Pricing 

Regulatory Agency, the 
landing cost of  petrol rose 
from an average of  N143.60 
in December to N158.53 per 
litre on January 7, with the 
expected open market price 
(retail price) being N181.53 
per litre. 

On February 5, when oil 
price neared $60 per barrel, it 
wa s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e 
expected open market price 
of  petrol rose to over N200 
per litre, based on the petrol 
pricing template of  the 
PPPRA. 

The pump price of  petrol 
has remained at between 
N160 and N165 per litre at 
many filling stations in 
Lagos since December. 

The Group Managing 
Director, Nigerian National 

N234 per litre,” Kyari said at 
the time. 

Petrol subsidy would 
gulp N480bn from February 
t o  M ay,  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
monthly figure given by the 
NNPC boss,  whi le  the 
corporation is estimated to 
have spent at least N20bn 
subsidising the product in 
January. 

The National Operation 
Controller, Independent 
Pe t r o l e u m  M a r k e t e r s 
Association of  Nigeria, Mr 
Mike Osatuyi, said it had 
become clear that petrol 
subsidy had reemerged. 

“They  a re  no  more 
deceiving us; they have told 
us the truth that there is 
subsidy. So, we will continue 
to carry the burden until 
when the infrastructure to 
cushion the effects of  high 
petrol price is put in place by 
the government,” he added. 

ccess Bank said it 

Ahas agreed to buy a 
majority stake in 

A f r i c a n  B a n k i n g 
Corporation of  Botswana for 
cash ,  a  month  a f t e r  i t 
acquired a South African 
bank.

Access Bank is expanding 
across Africa to counter 
stagflation at home and 
dollar shortages that have 
frustrated businesses. The 
lender will acquire just over 
78 per cent of  BancABC 
Botswana for cash of  around 
1.13 times book value and a 
two-year deferred payment, 
amounting to an undisclosed 

h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  TFinance, Budget 
a n d  N a t i o n a l 

Planning, Zainab Ahmed, 
on Monday admitted that 
Nigeria's economy was 
facing a difficult time, 
saying states must improve 
their internally generated 
revenues. 

Ahmed, who stated this 
in an interview on a daily 
breakfast show on the 
N i g e r i a n  Te l e v i s i o n 
Authority, Good Morning 
Nigeria, stated that the 
money  shared  a t  the 
M a r c h   F e d e r a t i o n 
A c c o u n t  A l l o c a t i o n 
Committee meeting was 

short of  N50bn. 
T h e  m i n i s t e r  w a s 

speaking on a controversy 
generated by a claim by the 
Edo  S ta te  Gover nor, 
Godwin Obaseki, that the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
printed N60bn in March to 
augment the money shared 
at March FAAC. 

But the minister and the 
CBN Governor last week 
dismissed Obaseki's claim. 

In the interview Monday, 
the finance minister stated 
the country's economy was 
s t a b i l i s i n g  f r o m  t h e 
r eces s ion ,  which  the 
countr y  exi ted  a  few 
months ago. 

sum, Atlas Mara said in a 
statement.

The latest acquisition 
from ABC Holdings, the 
local unit of  London-listed 
Atlas Mara, brings its 
African presence to 10 
countries.  The deal  is 
expected to close before the 
end of  the second quarter, 
according to Reuters.

“We remain committed 
t o  a  d i s c i p l i n e d  a n d 
though t fu l  expans ion 
strategy in Africa, which we 
believe will create strong, 
sustainable returns,” Group 
Chief  Executive, Access, 
Herbert Wigwe said.

BancABC Botswana is 
the fifth largest bank in 
Botswana and has a quality 

retail loan book with the 
scope for expansion into 
corporate and small to 
medium-sized enterprise 
lending, Access said.

Nigerian lenders have 
been seeking new avenues 
to boost profit amid slow 
economic growth at home, 
a drop in government bond 
y i e l d s  a n d  a  r i s e  i n 
restructured loans due to 
the impact of  the pandemic.

In March, Access Bank 
bought a controlling stake 
in South Africa's Grobank 
for around $60m, becoming 
the first Nigerian lender to 
venture into South Africa. 
It has also struck recent 
d e a l s  i n  Z a m b i a  a n d 
Mozambique.

Petroleum Corporation, 
Mele Kyari, said on March 
2 5  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l 
Government was subsidising 
petrol with about N100bn to 
N120bn monthly. 

He said while the actual 
cost of  importation and 
handling charges amounts to 
N 2 3 4  p e r  l i t r e ,  t h e 
government had been selling 
at N162 per litre, therefore, 
bearing the difference. 

“Today, NNPC is the 
sole importer of  PMS. We 
are importing at market price 
and we are selling at N162 
per litre today. Looking at 
the current market situation 
today, the actual price could 
h a v e  b e e n  a n y w h e r e 
between N211 and around 

Access Bank acquires fifth
largest bank in Botswana

FG admits revenues
crashing, says Nigeria
faces hard times

Scenes from filling stations in Abuja on the fuel scarcity menace.
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Police recover gun, live cartridges,
weapons from cultists in Anambra

nambra s ta te  pol ice 

ACommand has said that it 
h a s  r e c o v e r e d  o n e 

english-made pistol, one locally-
made pistol, five live cartridges, 
among other weapons from 
cultists in the state.

he Police Command in TD e l t a  s a y s  i t  h a s 
a p p r e h e n d e d  t w o 

suspected kidnappers and rescued 
four victims in two separate 
operations.

The acting Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), of  the 
Command, DSP Edafe Bright, 
made this known in a statement, 
on Tuesday in Warri.

Bright said two of  the victims, 
So lomon Otomierewo and 
Rukewe Urhiephroune, were 
kidnapped on April 19, 2021.

The police spokesman said 
Otomoierewo and Urhiephroune, 
were returning home when they 
were abducted by four suspected 
kidnappers in Oghara, Ethiope 
West Local Government Area 
(LGA) of  the state.

He said the victims were 
rescued following a tip-off  that 
they had been kidnapped by the 
criminals.

“On April 19, 2021, at about 
03:32 hrs, the Divisional Police 
Officer (DPO), Oghara Division, 
CSP Jimoh Hassan, received 
information that one Otomierewo 
of  Ibori Road, Oghara and his 
girlfriend Urhiephroune, were 
kidnapped by four armed men.

“They were returning to their 
house when the kidnappers 
blocked the victims' unregistered 
Mercedes GLK car, and took 
them to a bush along Koko Road.

“ O n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e 
information, the DPO swiftly 
mobilised patrol teams, vigilantes 
and anti-cultists to the bush.

“The kidnappers, on sighting 
the headlights of  the police patrol 
vehicles, ran in different directions 
abandoning the victims, and the 
police were able to rescue them 
unhurt.

“The victims' Mercedes Benz 
G L K ,  t h r o u g h  t e c h n i c a l 
intelligence, was later traced to 
Oviore, near Isiokolo in Ethiope 
East LGA.

“With the assistance of  the 
Army, two of  the suspected 
kidnappers, one Oghenetewhe 
'm', surname unknown, and Gift 
'm', surname also unknown, have 
been arrested and the vehicle 
recovered from them,” Bright 
said.

The police spokesman said 
that investigation was ongoing, 
while the command had launched 

he Cross  River TS t a t e 
Commissioner of  

Police, CP Sikiru Akande 
has paraded thirty (30) 
s u s p e c t e d  c r i m i n a l s 
a r r e s t e d  a t  v a r i o u s 
locations in the State.

Parading the suspects at 
t h e  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Headquarters on Tuesday 
CP Akande said among 
the suspects were two 
young men who robbed 
and killed a lady along the 
state housing estate as well 

as  a  mother  and her 
daughter who sell drugs.

He said the police was 
undaunted in its task of  
securing the state and will 
go to any length to stem 
the tide of  attack on 
security men.

C P  A k a n d e  a l s o 
formally announced the 
abolition of  all forms of  
roadblocks across the state 
noting that the action was 
in  l ine with the new 
policing vision and crime-
f i g h t i n g  s t r a t e g i e s 

introduced by the acting 
in spec to r  gene ra l  o f  
police,  Usman Alkali 
Baba.

“I have given a marching 
order to all my DPOs that 
they should dismantle all 
roadblocks that  exist 
w i th in  the i r  a r ea  o f  
responsibility.

“No policeman should 
b e  s e e n  c o n d u c t i n g 
roadblocks, if  there is 
anything the police will 
respond tactically.

“If  the policemen are not 

more than 7 on any federal 
road, please don't stop 
because that roadblock is 
i l l e g a l ” ,  t h e  p o l i c e 
commissioner said.

Some items recovered 
from the suspects include 
o n e  N i s s a n  S e n t r a , 
Mercedes Benz E350, 
Prado Land Cr uiser, 
locally made guns, 42 
inches television among 
others.

One of  the suspects, 
Mighty Edem, 19, from 
Ugep said he was asked by 
his friend Eno-Obong to 

come and drive the vehicle 
from the premises and was 
p romised  to  be  pa id 
N500,000.00

“I am not involved in 
killing the lady but was 
only asked to come and 
drive her vehicle from her 
residence for N500, 000.

“My friend Eno-Obong 
asked me to drive the 
vehicle and we have been 
playing football together at 
Bassey Duke. He ran away 
after I was arrested”, he 
said.

a  manhunt  for  the  f l ee ing 
members of  the gang.

Similarly, Bright said that the 
command had also rescued two 
victims from their abductors at 
Ogor-Ivwreni Road, Ughelli 
North LGA, following a tip-off.

He said that the victims; 
Ovwenu Augustine and Victor 
Orogunu, were rescued on April 
18, by the patrol team of  the 'A' 
Division, Ughelli.

“Exhibits recovered from the 
scene include one Toyota Corolla 
car with Reg. No. GBJ 73 FD 
Delta, one Hyundai car with Reg. 
No WWR 180 PR Delta and one 
Benz 200E with Reg. No. CL 193 
ABJ Abuja,” he said.

Bright said that investigation 
was ongoing, and urged the public 
to always avail the police with 
useful information that could lead 
to the arrest of  criminals and 
ensure a safer society. 

According to the State Police 
Public Relations Officer, DSP 
Ikenganya  Tochukwu who 
disclosed this in a statement in 
Awka on Tuesday, said the 
recovery, followed the arrest of  
five suspects in connection with 
the cult-related incident that 
occured in the late hours of  
Sunday in Awka and its environs.

Tochukwu said the incident 
resulted in the gruesome murder 
of  two yet-to be identified young 
men at Miracle Junction by 
UNIZIK back gate, Ifite Awka.

According to him, on the 
receipt of  the information, police 
operatives quickly mobilized to 
the scene. The hoodlums on 
sighting the police took to their 

heels. During the hot chase by 
police operative, five suspects 
were arrested and investigations 
are ongoing to apprehend other 
fleeing gang members.

H e  s a i d  i n  a n o t h e r 
development, at about 7pm on  
16th of  April, police operatives 
attached to anti-cultism unit of  the 
command, arrested three suspects 
namely: Chinedu Aniegbunam, 
aged 23years, Okoye Tochukwu, 
aged 17years and Okechuwu 
Chijioke, aged 23years, all males, 
adding that some of  the exhibits 

he movement To f  ve h i c l e s 
a n d 

passengers along the 
E nu g u - A b a k a l i k i 
Expressway has been 
h a l t e d  f o l l ow i n g 
heavy shootings at 
the Ezilo axis of  the 
highway by suspected 
gunmen. 

As of  the time of  
filing this report, it 
was not immediately 
c l e a r  t h o s e 
responsible for the 
shootings. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports, two persons 
we r e  k i l l e d  i n  a 
renewed boundary 
d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n 
Eziulo community 
and its neighbouring 
Iyionu community, in 
the Ohaukwu Local 
Government Area of  
Ebonyi State. 

Equally, it could 
not be immediately 
established if  the 
shooting is connected 
with the dispute. 

A passenger from 
E nu g u ,  w h o  wa s 
billed for Abakaliki, 
Afam Cyprian, said 
travellers have been 
stranded at Okpoto 
for about one hour. 

He said military 
pa t ro l  vans  were 
p a t r o l l i n g  t h e 
highway but have told 
them not to advance.

“Many people are 
looking for another 
route to take. Some 
have gone back to 
take Afikpo road. I 
am looking for a way 
t o  g o  b a c k  t o 
Abakaliki,” he said. 

The Police Public 
Relations Officer in 
the state, Mrs Loveth 

Odah, confirmed the 
shootings. 

Odah said  the 
Commiss ioner  of  
Police in the state, 
Aliyu Garba, had 
dispatched police 
p a t r o l  t e a m s  t o 
restore peace and 
open up the road for 
users. 

S h e,  h oweve r, 
said the shooting 
cannot be related to 
the boundary dispute 
as the disputed area is 
n o t  c l o s e  t o  t h e 
highway 

Governor David 
U m a h i  h a d  o n 
Tuesday, confirmed 
the killing of  two 
persons in the dispute 
a f t e r  a  S e c u r i t y 
Council meeting at 
the old Government 
House in Abakaliki. 

recovered from them included, 
one english-made pistol, one 
locally- made pistol, five live 
cartridges and two motorcycles, 
among other weapons.

"The suspects were arrested by 
police operatives on patrol, who 
flagged down the suspects when 
they drove in a suspicious manner 
along Nise-Awka route. They all 
voluntari ly confessed to be 
members of  Payton Confraternity. 
The PPRO said all suspects will be 
charged to court on conclusion of  
the investigations.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

...Nab 2 kidnappers in Delta,
rescue 4 victims

Heavy shootings on
Enugu-Abakaliki Highway

30 suspected criminals
paraded in Cross River 30 suspected criminals on parade

Suspected cultists 



 member of  All 

AP r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) 

and former Senior Special 
Assistant to ex-Governor 
Achike Udenwa on Security, 
Zeek Martins Nnadozie, in 
this interview with newsmen 
recently spoke on 2023 Igbo 
presidency, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma's administration 
and other national issues. 
News Echo correspondent, 
Chuma Austin was there.

An average Igbo man 
believes that all political 
parties especially the two 
major ones, APC and PDP 
should  zone  the  2023 
presidential ticket to the 
South East. What's your 
take on that?

 To be honest with you, 
Igbo presidency is a mirage. I 
listened to a telephone 
conversation between a 
f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r  o f  
Nassarawa State and a 
political heavyweight from 
South West, who was also a 
former governor concerning 
the Igbo presidency. If  you 
hear the venom that came 
out from their mouths, you 
will agree with me that it will 
be a miracle for an Igbo man 
to become president of  
Nigeria. You ask yourself, 
why they should feel so 
horrible about their fellow 
countrymen.  We are talking 
a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
intelligence and quality 
leadership and not oil and 
gas. Look at how we excel 
outside the shores of  the 
country while we are not 
allowed to exhibit the stuff  
we are made of  here. In this 
life somebody from this 
country went to represent us 
at The Hague and could not 
answer a simple question. 
He fa i led.  But  he  was 
rewarded with executive 
elevation. The number of  
students from the man's state 
that wrote JAMB is not even 
equivalent to the number of  
students from a community 
in Imo State. Yet somebody 
will shamefully tell us that 
I g b o  m a n  c a n n o t  b e 
president of  Nigeria. If  an 

I g b o  m a n  c a n n o t  b e 
president, let them have it, it 
will come to a point when 
the oil will dry up and there 
will be no free money to 
s h a r e.  W h a t  w e  h ave 
currently are people ruling 
Nigeria with little or nothing 
to show. Let them continue 
to rule until there is nothing 
left to be shared. Before 
2015, Ahmed Tinubu told us 
that within six months 
Muhammadu Buhari would 
wipe out Boko Haram. But 
between 2015 and now you 
can see that Boko Haram has 
become stronger and added 
banditry and kidnapping to 
their activities. All of  them 
are terrorists. Thank God 
Buhari has been given the 
opportunity to rule Nigeria, 
otherwise we would have 
been bemoaning that we lost 
a super administrator. Now 
we know that Buhari has 
nothing to offer Nigerians 
except crisis, hunger and 
insecurity.  I don't support 
any group carrying arms in 
w h a t eve r  n a m e.   O u r 
brothers in the North should 
go after these terrorists. 
They know them and where 
they reside. They should 
publish their sponsors and 

stop treating them with kid 
gloves  otherwise these 
terrorists will overrun the 
North and they will claim it 
is “Biafran Boys”. I am even 
surprised they have not 
c l a i m e d  t h a t  I P O B  i s 
sponsoring Boko Haram 
and the bandits.

What if the APC and 
PDP zone the presidency to 
the South East?

T h o u g h  I  a m  n o t  a 
member of  the PDP, I can 
tell you that it is difficult for 
the  pa r ty  to  zone  the 
presidency to the South 
East. First, as an opposition 
party that wants to win the 
presidential election, it will 
be foolhardy to zone what 
you don't have. On the other 
hand, the APC can do that 
u s i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
incumbency. The APC is the 
ruling party and can afford 
t o  g a m b l e  w i t h  t h e 
presidential ticket, unlike 
t h e  P D P  t h a t  i s  s t i l l 
dreaming of  winning at the 
cen t r e.  You  saw wha t 
happened  in  the  2019 
general elections with the 
two strong parties, how they 
fared. But if  we structurally 

adjust this country a half  
true federalism, the issue of  
who becomes president will 
b e  m i n i m i z e d .  T r u e 
federalism will give every 
zone the opportunity to 
develop at its own pace 
without any interference 
from any region that does 
not want to move forward.

I f  A P C  z o n e s  t h e 
presidency to the south 
east, who are your likely 
candidates?

To be honest with you, 
right now I don't  have 
anybody in mind. All the 
politicians we have in the 
APC are “food is ready” 
politicians. Look at how 
they drowned our friend 
senator Orji Uzor Kalu of  
Abia State; by drafting 
retired General Azubuike 
Ihejirika into the party. They 
want to use him to truncate 
O r j i  U z o r  K a l u ' s 
presidential ambition. This 
is the same Ihejirika they 
used to tr uncate Ikedi 
Ohakim's  second term 
ambition by churning all 
sorts of  lies against Ohakim. 
May be, somebody must 
have approached him this 

time and brainwashed him 
into believing that he would 
be considered for the APC 
t i c k e t .  H e  m u s t  h ave 
believed it just like Governor 
Dave Umahi was tricked to 
believe he's the right person 
to represent the Igbo race in 
the APC. Look at the killings 
going on in his state. Where 
are the police and other 
security agents? For several 
hours the herdsmen had a 
field day until there was 
nobody to kill. The governor 
of  Ebonyi State should hide 
his face in shame.

Ohanaeze Ndigbo is in 
crisis. What's your advice 
to the present leadership?

Yes,  Ohanaeze is  in 
perpetual crisis. Professor 
George Obiozor should rise 
to the occasion, no matter 
how he was elected. At his 
age, he should know that he 
has nothing to lose, he has 
seen it all. The same way I 
tell my people in the village, 
if  I die now, there is no way I 
will not be buried with an 
Igbo cow, as a mark of  
respect and honour having 
achieved a lot in life. Prof. 
Obiozor is almost 90 years 
old, so I don't see what he's 
afraid of. Ohanaeze should 
have been at the forefront of  
condemning the massive 
killings and destruction of  
properties in Igbo land. But 
the organization has fallen 
short of  speaking for Igbo 
people. Nobody will take the 
p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  
Ohanaeze seriously if  it 
cannot defend the Igbos. In 
fact, we have messed up our 
culture. The other group is 
also making noise with its 
sponsor Rochas Okorocha. 
He has no popular support. 
By bringing division in the 
Igbo apex organization, he 
has made himself  a cartoon 
character. I expected him to 
form another Igbo group 
with a different name and 
leave Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
alone. They cannot continue 
to  po l lu te  the  present 
leadership of  Ohanaeze. 
Igbo people are bigger than 
any group of  people. Just 
like in government, you 
cannot continue to interfere 
with the present government 

Continues on Pg. 9
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after ruling for eight years. 
People should know better.

What is your assessment 
o f  H o p e  U z o d i n m a ' s 
administration, a year 
after….?

 Honestly speaking, there 

is no government in Imo 

state that will perform 

m i r a c l e s  a f t e r  t h e 

administration of  Rochas 

Okorocha. Forget all about 

the antics of  sycophants.  

When the Supreme Court 

declared Hope Uzodinma 

as governor we had no 

choice than to work with 

him. In line with his zeal to 

govern Imo State, he started 

very well by adopting most 

o f  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a n d 

programmes of  Emeka 

Ihedioha and considering 

the mountain of  problems 

h e  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m 

O k o r o c h a ' s 

mismanagement of  the 

state, I give him kudos. He 

completed most of  the roads 

started by Ihedioha. People 

can say whatever they like, 

whether two kilometre or  

five kilometre roads, the 

important thing is that he 

finished all of  them. The 

quality of  the roads is also 

commendable. But where I 

h a v e  p r o b l e m  w i t h 

Uzodinma's administration 

is in the area of  salaries and 

pensions. It has become a 

very big problem in Imo 

Sta te.  Imo people  are 

mainly civil servants and 

many of  them are  in the 

civil service. The tendency 

for them to retire at a 

particular age becomes 

imminent and the number 

of  retirees keeps increasing 

yearly. There is a need for 

people to understand what 

is happening in the state. I 

remember that Mr. Mark 

Uchendu, former secretary 

to the state government to 

Okorocha did a good job 

about the issue of  pensions 

and salaries and we thought 

the issue had been laid to 

rest. But when Ihedioha 

came on board, he started 

the process over again and 

b y  t h e  t i m e  h e  w a s 

dramatically removed from 

office, he did not have the 

opportunity to complete the 

process. The Uzodinma 

administration came in and 

started the process all over 

again and that gave rise to 

the present quagmire.  But 

the people marketing the 

Uzodinma administration 

are not explaining all this to 

the people for a better 

understanding. I  know 

p e o p l e  w h o  h ave  n o t 

received their pensions and 

gratuities and somebody in 

the government house is 

c l a i m i n g  h e  h a s  p a i d 

everybody. It is not fair. That 

is wrong. It is better to say 

the truth and all of  us will be 

free. The better thing to say 

is that some people have 

been paid, while others are 

ye t  t o  b e  p a i d .  H o p e 

Uzodinma has a good heart. 

I have benefitted from his 

magnanimity. But that does 

not mean I should support 

the lie going on in the state 

concerning salaries and 

pensions. The revenue has 

dropped globally but we 

should explain to the people 

concerned that the money 

available is not enough. I 

urge the government of  

Hope Uzodinma to pay civil 

servants, retirees and take 

care of  capital projects. No 

matter how much salaries 

and pensions paid,  no 

g ove r n m e n t  s u c c e e d s 

without a capital project.  

He has the 3R mantra-

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

reconciliation and recovery, 

and he has followed the 

judicial panel of  inquiry set 

by Ihedioha to do the 

needful. On the issue of  

recovering assets from the 

o l d  r e g i m e ,  I  p r a i s e 

Uzodinma for the recovery 

process and Imo people are 

waiting to know how a sister 

to  Okorocha al legedly 

a c q u i r e d  5 0 

plots of  land in 

Owerri alone. 

We also want to 

k n o w  h o w  a 

r o u n d a b o u t 

b u i l t  b y 

O k o r o c h a  i n 

Owerri gulped 

N1.5billion. We 

are also waiting 

for the white 

p a p e r  o n 

i l l e g a l l y 

a c q u i r e d 

properties by the 

O k o r o c h a 

administration. 

Uzodinma has 

challenged Imo 

p e o p l e  t o 

m o n i t o r  h i s 

administration 

and  conf ront 

him with any 

illegality.

But many people believe 

the governor is  witch 

hunting Okorocha over 

political issues? 

N o,  h e ' s  n o t  w i t c h 

hunting anybody. Come to 

think of  it, I was witch 

hunted by Okorocha when 

he was governor. Remember 

how he was destroyed by 

business.  Despite court 

injunctions, he went ahead 

to do certain obnoxious 

things in the state. Nigerian 

judicial system is faulty. 

Okorocha illegally dissolved 

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t 

administration in the state 

and conducted another one 

despite court injunctions.  

For 10 years those local 

government chairmen were 

in court, some of  them have 

died. He has no respect for 

the rule of  law. The law of  

Karma seems to have caught 

up with him. But that does 

not change my view about 

the rule of  law. I believe that 

everything should follow 

due process.

...2023 Igbo president cannot
work – Zeek Martins 

Continued from Pg. 8

Zeek Martins

“To be honest with you, Igbo 
presidency is a mirage. I listened to a 

telephone conversation between a 
former governor of  Nassarawa State 

and a political heavyweight from South 
West, who was also a former governor 
concerning the Igbo presidency. If  you 

hear the venom that came out from 
their mouths, you will agree with me 
that it will be a miracle for an Igbo 

man to become president of  Nigeria. 
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hen you visit the Ariaria 

WShoe Cluster, you will never 
talk down on the ability of  

the Igbo man.
The creativity, the zeal, dedication and 
the desire to make their products 
competitive is written on everybody's 
eyes.

For many years, the Aba shoe-makers 
have been operating and running their 
businesses in an informal system. 

Most of  the shoe-makers make their 
products; write foreign brand names just 
to gain acceptability in the wider market.

Nowadays, the system is changing. 
Made in Aba products are beginning to 
enter into African markets with brand 
names of  properly registered Nigerian 
shoe manufacturing companies.

Ken Anyanwu, Managing Director of  
Nikan and Felly Nigeria Limited, a shoe 
making company registered with the 
cooperation affairs commission said he 
has entered a fresh line of  business since 
the registration of  his company.

"We'll regard ourselves as start-ups 
because it's right now that our company 
is regarded and recognized as an entity. 
Having been registered sometime 
September last year (2020) and acquired 
some equipment we've entered an 
entirely new line," he said.

Anyanwu said that the formal sector 
and the informal sector are two big 
different line of  production that can only 
be understood by someone who knows 
the enormous benefits in the formal 
sector.

"I just made a step outside the informal 
sector, but I've discovered the gap is 
much. When the Export Development 
Fund (EDF) was announced, those who 
are registered and incorporated applied.

"You only need to meet some demands. 
Get Nigeria Export Promotion Council 
(NEPC) export certificate, get your tax 
clearance so that's a huge difference. The 
informal sector doesn't have the muscles 
and prerequisite to go after such things."

Explaining how the new move will help 
the improvement in shoe making and 
marketability of  the products, Anyanwu 
said the formalization of  his company 
and other companies has changed their 
system of  production.

"I knew what it took me to formalize 
my business. For the last 40 years, we've 
been exporting from here to Cameroun 
directly, no registration, no data to 
capture what we're doing. 

"We only assume, but don't really 
have enough data to back up what we're 
moving out in the informal sector. The 
comparison between both sectors is 
much. The gap is too wide. 

"The informal sector can't meet with 
certain conditions necessary for real 
business. They can't even record their 
exports. We've not really began 
exporting, but we're formally registered 
now. 

"I cannot write any other name or 
country outside here on my products. It 
must bear my company's name and 
trademark. If  I fail to do that, I'm 
running my own business. 

"Why did I spend time and money to 
formalize my business and can't do the 
necessary thing needed? I can't 
shortchange myself. I'll have to develop 
different titles for my brand. Get 
names. 

"Wherever you see our products, it 
must be clear that it's ours and 
standardized. We have the machines 

and we've moved away from informal 
production. It's time to promote our 
brand."

S p e a k i n g  o n  b r a n d  q u a l i t y, 
m a r k e t / c u s t o m e r  b a s e  a n d 
government's help on export related 
issues, Anyanwu said there is now 
r o o m  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t  a f t e r 
formalization of  his business.

H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  E x p o r t 
Development Fund (EDF) is an 
opportunity the government really 
want to use to help the organized 
industrialists and companies are export 
driven. 

"One thing about our business is that 
both local and International Markets, 
we're there. When I was doing the 
summary of  my application, I told 
them, look, Nigeria's population is 
estimated to be 200 million, which 
means, we have 200 million foots to 
take care of. 

"That's to say that these 200 million 
foots, translate to 200 million pair of  

shoes. Assuming people buys two pairs 
that translate to 400 million pairs. For 
instance in West Africa, Nigeria is 
almost three quarter of  West Africa. 

"Invariable, if  you produce for 
Nigeria, you're producing for West 
Africa and the majority of  Central 
African countries. East African 
countries and Southern African 
Countries depend on Nigeria for shoes. 

" S o ,  w h e n  y o u ' r e  m a k i n g 
arrangements for local production, 
you're also making arrangements for 
expor ts because the two works 
together. So, over one million pairs of  
shoes leave here every week. 

"So, invariably, if  you produce what 
Nigerians will buy, somebody who can 
buy our shoes in Aba, goes to Lagos 
and export to Congo DR, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, Tanzania or whatever is 
exporting."

He stressed that EDF will always 

Ariaria Shoe Cluster: 
Where Aba takes 
Nigeria to Africa

From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Continued on Pg.11

Different stages of production at Aba shoe centre.
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enhance their production capacity as it 
will enable them to get necessary 
equipment that will help improve their 
production qualities and capacities.

"I applied for a Toe Lasting Machine, 
currently, I have a Toe Lasting Machine 
that my engineers are working on it to 
function properly. However, that's a 
mono-functional machine. 

"So, I saw a multi-functional machine 
that can do the toe, the back and the side 
of  a shoe. That's a three-in-one machine. 
That's why I went for it. So, I believe the 
committee will understand our plights. 

"There are issues that have to do with 
why we're not exporting enough. We 
don't have the capacity because we don't 
have the right equipment. 

"When we talk about right equipment, 
we're talking about having a lasting 
machine that will give you a shoe that's 
competitive and can match what you 
have in America, China and Europe. 

"That machine I'm going for is what 
should do the job right here. Here is my 
factory and also a resource centre for 
other shoemakers that'll come here to 
finish their products. Once we have it on 
ground, it'll serve my company and the 

cluster."
C h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  s h o e 

manufacturers in Aba:
Anyanwu said that the effect of  

Covid-19 on shoe manufacturing in 
Aba is too heavy and is threatening to 
take most of  the shoe-makers off  
business.

He said, "You know that business 
post Covid-19 is going through a lot. A 
lot of  things changed. The way people 
were traveling before Covid-19 is no 
longer the same. 

"Prices of  many things went high. In 
advance economies, there are some 
policies that cushioned the effect of  
Covid-19 pandemic. 

"I'll commend FG for the N30,000 
palliative per individual. I got mine, 
although I didn't get to everyone, but it 
is just a drop of  water in the economy 
and politicians hijacked it. 

"Most of  us spent a lot of  morning 
during the Covid-19 lockdown and 
everything is now looking as though 
we're starting afresh. People are still 
struggling as many children are now 
out of  school. 

"The economy is in a bad shape. The 
present insecurity in our country has 
made it impossible for people to move 
around for business. 

"From time to time you hear of  
curfew, attacks and all what you may 
have it called. In all these, those of  us in 
t h e  S m a l l  a n d  M e d i u m  S c a l e 
Businesses (SMEs) are the first to get 
the shock of  these problems. 

"SMEs are the worst hit. We only get 
money when we sell. You can't even 
borrow money from your neighbour let 
alone the bank. Post Covid-19 business 
has been very hectic. 

"We can't say we've picked-up 
because as there are still some basic 
machines that I need which is why I 
had to go to EDF. We want to start 
producing the little one we can 
produce so that people can be buying. 

"We're making arrangements that 
anytime from next week, I'll start 
rolling out some palms so that they can 
test the market and see how it is. God 
has been faithful to us. 

"All along, we've been planning, how 
do we move in, how do we make sure 
that we really establish our foot into the 

industry? 
"We've tried it in the informal sector, 

now that we're in the formal sector; we 
believe that sooner or later, everything 
will be better."

Anyanwu added that he runs his 
business with a 40KVA power generator 
with the cost of  a litre of  diesel at N255, 
which according to him is causing him 
more lost than profit.

He added that the he and other 
manufacturers are always hopeful that 
the much talked about commencement 
of  power distribution by Geometric 
Power (A private power station in Aba, 
that is capable of  offering constant 
electricity) will come sooner than later.

"I don't make it using this method at all. 
There's no way one can survive in 
business using this method at all. We're 
not meeting up not to talk of  making 
profit. 

"The coming of  geometric power will 
bring an upsurge to our business. We're 
expecting it. One of  our major challenges 
here is power. If  Geometric starts today 
and come to the aid of  Aba leather 
cluster, everything will change.

"I just spent N8000 buying diesel that 
will not last for more than 4 hours. If  I 
have light all through the day, work will 
be done fully."

Mr. Nicodemus Ebere Orji, Manager 
of  the Cameroon Park, Aba where most 
of  the shoes produced are packaged and 
moved for onwards distribution all over 
Africa said they need government's help. 

According to him, "My job is to do the 
logistics. We move millions of  shoes 
away from here regularly. We want 
government to help us in the area of  
machines for loading. See the Hiab 
Loader Crane, trucks, we need more of  
such."

He said that many agencies have been 
coming there for inspection, but none has 
offered to help them and improve the 
crude style of  loading that is making 
things hard for them. 

"My job here is to transfer goods to 
different parts of  Africa. Malabo, 
Cameroon, Chad, Gabon, Congo and 
different parts of  Africa. All the goods 
here come from the shoe makers here in 
Ariaria. 

"When other African brothers and 
sisters come here to buy, after buying 
their goods they come here, I package 
and transfer their goods to their various 
destinations.  

"If  any government agency can come 
here for information to help us, I'll give 
them every necessary information," he 
said.

...Where Aba takes 
Nigeria to Africa

Continued from Pg.10

Inside Aba shoe factory.
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First flight to land at International 
Cargo Airport, April 30 - Obiano
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

G
overnor Willie 
Obiano of  Anam-
bra state said the 

first flight is expected to 
land at the state Interna-
tional Cargo airport on 
April 30th.

The governor, disclosed 
this alongside his wife, 
Mrs. Ebelechukwu Obi-
ano on Monday, while 
inspecting the ongoing 
work at the airport, sit-
uated at Umueri com-
munity in Anambra East 
local government area of  
the state.

Obiano noted that the 
full commencement of  
the cargo airport will 

boost more business ac-
tivities in the South East, 
South South and other re-
gions at large. They were 
accompanied by some 
members of  Anambra 
State traditional ruler’s 
council who were there 
to confirm what they 
have been hearing in the 
national dailies.

Meanwhile a public 
presentation of  the book 
on seven years of  Gover-
nor Willie Obiano admin-
istration will be launched 
on Wednesday.

News Echo gathered 
that the book which was 
co-edited by the Manag-
ing Director and Chief  
Executive Officer of  the 
Anambra Broadcasting 
Service Dr. Uche Nwo-

rah and Dr. Emeka Arin-
ze will be unveiled at the 
Professor Dora Akunyili 
Women’s Development 
Centre in Awka.

The ABS Managing 
Director, who disclosed 

this to Journalists at 
his office in Awka said 
Governor Willie Obiano 
will be the special guest 
of  honour at the event 
which will be chaired by 
Chief  Augustine Ogueji-

ofor, Chairman first Ro-
tech group.

He said the book which 
will be reviewed by Pro-
fessor Frank-Collins 
Okafor of  the Nnam-
di Azikiwe University 

Awka, will be distributed 
shortly after the unveiling 
to states-owned Librar-
ies across the 36 state of  
the federation including 
FCT for sale, documen-
tation and remembrance.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

R
eprieve came to the 
Enugu State Gov-
ernment as officials 

of  the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) scored 
the State health system very 
high in the handling of  the 
recent epidemic, pandemic 
and response in the state.

The Country Prepar-
edness and International 
Health Regulations (IHR) 
Officer, WHO, Nigeria Dr. 
Ibrahim Mamadu made 
this known in Enugu on 
Monday. Mamadu spoke 
at the ongoing sub-national 
Health Security Assessment 
of  International Health reg-
ulations (IHR) Core Capac-
ities.

The four-day assessment 

WHO commends Enugu on epidemic, 
pandemic response

workshop was sub-themed: 
“Strengthening Epidemic 
Preparedness Across Nige-
ria.’’

Mamadu said the state 
had done well in recent 
time in containing lassa fe-
ver, yellow fever and COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Accord-
ing to him, there is need to 
build on present capacity 
to ensure adequate prepar-
edness against outbreak of 
diseases. “Enugu State has 
been up and doing as well 
as proactive in recent time 
on zoonotic diseases, yel-
low fever and COVID-19 
pandemic. “However, the 
state needed to build up 
its capacity and synergy of 
workers in health, agricul-
ture and environment to 
prevent disease outbreak, 
and that is what this work-

shop is here to achieve,’’ he 
said.

The Head, IHR and One-
Health in Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control (NCDC), 
Dr. Oyaladun Okunromade 
lauded Enugu State for sup-
porting health partnerships 
and improvement for the 
betterment of  the people.

Okunromade said that 
the health security assess-
ment, being first of  its kind 
in Africa, would enable the 
state to know its strengths 
and weaknesses in the 
health, agriculture and en-
vironment sectors as it con-
cerns bio-security.

In a remark, the State 
Epidemiology Officer in 
the Ministry of  Agricul-
ture, Dr. Cosmas Okeke 
said that the state has ag-
ricultural epidemiology in 

its 17 council areas. Okeke 
said that this had helped to 
keep incidences of  zoonotic 
(animal) diseases low and 
response time faster.

Commenting, State Ep-
idemiologist (Health), Dr. 
Chinyere Ezeudu said the 
workshop would help the 
state to achieve One-Health 
initiative of  WHO and 
NCDC. Ezeudu said that it 
would foster better synergy 
among diseases managers in 
the health, agriculture and 
environment ministries.

Contributing, the Chair-
man, Enugu State House 
Committee on Health, 
Chief  Sam Ngene said that 
the state Assembly would 
give legislative backing to 
any area that needed such 
in order to further strength-
en the health sector.

From Uchenna Ezeadig-
we,
Awka

F
ollowing the re-
cent coordinated 
attacks and killings 

in Anambra State, South 
East zone, and indeed 
the entire country, An-
ambra Civil society Net-
work (ACSONET) has 
expressed concern over 
the rate of  insecurity in 
the state.

Speaking to newsmen,  
the Chairman of  the 
group, Prince Chris Azor 
noted that  non inclusion 
of  civil society, media/
other relevant stakehold-
ers in the State security 
architecture, lack of  stra-
tegic and coordinated 
engagement of  citizens, 
poor conflict manage-
ment mechanisms, weak 
intelligence gathering 
measures, inadequate 
enlightenment and sen-
sitization strategies, pro-

liferation of  arms, drug/
alcoholic use and abuse, 
unemployment, cultism, 
cybercrime and sundry 
poverty induced crimi-
nal activities among oth-
ers have contributed the 
rate of  insecurity in the 
state.

The group further ad-
vised the State actors to 
also, tackle the menace 
of  drug use and abuse, 
check prevalent cultism 
and all forms of  crimi-
nal activities currently 
witnessed in the State.

“The primary purpose 
of  government is wel-
fare and security, the 
State should apply the 
tenets of  good govern-
ance, through employ-
ment and empowerment 
of  citizens, especially 
the youth and establish 
integrity standards and 
measures in order to re-
store citizens confidence 
on their government” 
they advised.

EEDC blames rain storm to epileptic
power supply to affected communities 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Enugu Electric-
ity Distribution 
(EEDC) has attrib-

uted the loss of  supply 
currently being experi-
enced in parts of  its net-

work in Southeast Zone 
to the recent heavy rain 
and windstorm.

The company noted 
that the situation which 
led to loss of  several High 
Tension (HT) and Low 
Tension (LT) poles, alu-
minum conductors as 

well as other line acces-
sories, resulted in power 
outage affecting most of  
its 33KV and 11KV feed-
ers.

The Head, Corpo-
rate Communications, 
EEDC, Emeka Ezeh 
made this known in Enu-
gu yesterday.

According to Ezeh, the 
heavy storm which oc-
curred over the weekend 
in parts of  Anambra and 
Imo States, and yesterday 
evening in parts of  Abia 
and Enugu States, de-
stroyed electrical installa-
tions within the affected 
areas, thereby subjecting 
customers to power out-
age.

“These incidents have 

put our feeders out on 
fault, and as a result, we 
are not able to provide 
supply to our customers 
in the affected areas”.

The Management of  
EEDC, he said, had 
equally assured its cus-
tomers that it has evalu-
ated the extent of  damag-
es and is already liaising 
with its suppliers to ena-
ble its technical team car-
ry out repairs and restore 
the affected customers.

His words: “We ap-
peal for understanding of  
our customers, while we 
work at addressing the 
identified challenges and 
restore power supply to 
our customers that were 
affected by this mishap.”

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (centre), Deputy Governor, Prof Placid Njoku (8th left), Deputy Chief Whip, 
House of Representatives, Hon Nkeiru Onyejiocha (8th right), Dr Alex Otti(6th left), Lt Gen Azubuike Ihejirika(2nd left), 
Chief Tony Enwereozu (2nd right) and other members of Abia  APC Unity Forum who paid a courtesy visit to the Governor 
at the Sam Mbakwe Exco Chambers, Owerri, Monday.

Civil society proffers 
solutions to worsening case 
of insecurity in Anambra 
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka

O
peratives of  the Ni-
geria Police Force 
attached to Zone-

13 Headquarters, Ukpo, 
Anambra State have re-
pelled an attack on the 
Zonal Headquarters by 
criminal elements in the 
early hours of  Monday.

Confirming the incident, 
Zonal Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, DSP Nwode 
Nkeiruka stated this in a 
press release made availa-
ble to newsmen.

According to Nwode, 
“the attackers, who came 

Zone 13 police foil attack at 
headquarters, Ukpo

in their numbers shooting 
sporadically in order to 
gain access to the facili-
ty, were repelled by police 
personnel on duty who 
showed profound gallantry 
in the face of  the seemingly 
overwhelming attack”.

Following the inability 
of  the attackers to access 
the facility, they threw pet-
rol bombs and Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs) 
on vehicles within the pe-
riphery of  the Headquar-
ters. One of  the criminal 
elements was neutralized 
during the exchange of  
gunfire between the police 
and the attackers while 
many of  the gang mem-

bers escaped with gunshots 
injuries. 

The Commissioner of  
Police, Anambra State Po-
lice Command, CP Kuryas 
Monday who is also stand-
ing in for the Zonal Assis-
tant Inspector General of  
Police, has commended 
the Police operatives for 
putting up a strong resist-
ance against the attackers.

“The CP, supported by 
other senior officers from 
Zone-13 Headquarters 
and the State Command, 
is personally leading a 
special operation aimed 
at tracing, identifying and 
arresting the perpetrators 

A
ll Progressives Con-
gress (APC) party 
stakeholders from 

Abia State have conveyed 
their appreciation to Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma over 
his sterling  leadership qual-
ities that have affected the 
party in the entire South East 
geopolitical zone positively.

They said, for example, 
that Governor Uzodimma’s 
person has been instrumental 
to the APC’s increased ac-
ceptance by majority of  the 
political class in the zone.

They said from his human 
relationship to investment in 
party matters, Governor Uzo-
dimma has shown that he is 
extraordinary.

The stakeholders led by 
Prince Paul Ikonne, Director, 
National Agricultural Land 
Development Agency (NAL-
DA), made the observations 
when they paid a solidarity 
visit on the Imo Governor on 
Monday at Govt House, Ow-
erri.

Receiving them in audi-
ence, Governor Uzodimma 
thanked them for the concern 
they have shown towards Imo 
State following the recent at-
tack by hoodlums on Police 
stations and the Custodial 
Centre. He said their visit 
underscored the need for the 

zone to come together as a 
people to effectively tackle the 
issue of  insecurity and make 
it a thing of  the past.

“What is militancy or in-
surgency, what is insecurity 
when we have in our midst, 
retired and serving Generals, 
Senior Police Officers, both 
retired and serving, adding 
that what has happened is a 
way of  waking our leaders to 
rise to the occasion,” he said.

Uzodimma harped on 
the need for the South East 
to “shun all forms of  distrac-
tions and jettison anything 
that would hinder the peace 
and development of  the zone, 
while calling on them to fo-
cus on electing the leaders of 
choice.

The Abia APC stakehold-
ers who spoke unanimously 
passed vote of  confidence on  
Uzodimma’s leadership and 
lauded the huge impact  he 
has made on the party within 
and outside the zone within 
a short period. They called 
on all people of  the zone ir-
respective of  party, religious 
or ethnic affiliation, to come 
together to support the state 
and federal government to re-
store peace and security in the 
South East in particular and 
the country as a whole.

The benefactor, Chief Michael Okafor-Nwo�a (middle), Chief Osita Ofozor, the bene�ciary, among others 
during the donation of relief materials to indigent in Anambra.

By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, Sena-
tor Hope Uzodimma has 
reiterated his stand that 

the security breaches in the 
South East recently, do not in 
anyway suggest that Ndigbo 
are tired of  being in Nigeria, 
but rather all the Igbo want is 
justice, equity and fairness in a 
big Nigeria family.

Uzodimma made the as-
sertion, Monday when mem-
bers of  the Course 14 of  the 
National Institute for Security 
Studies who were on study 
tour of  Imo State paid him 
a courtesy visit at the Sam 
Mbakwe Executive Coun-
cil Chambers, Government 
House Owerri, Imo State.

The Governor who gave a 
graphic history of  Imo State 
and the efforts his Govern-
ment is making towards con-
taining insecurity in the State, 
told the Course 14 members 
of  the Institute that unemploy-
ment and ethnic distrust are of-
ten fueled by insensitive public 
statements by some members 
of  the political class for selfish 
and primordial considerations 
above national interest, adding 
that such are the root of  crim-
inality in Nigeria and Africa 
in general. He buttresses his 
facts that the nexus between 
idleness and criminality is why 

his administration is doing her 
best to engage Imo youths in 
productive ventures. He there-
fore advocated the need to find 
the cure for the two cancerous 
ailments “as a panacea to Ni-
geria and Africa experiencing 
relative safety.”

On the birth of  securi-
ty outfit for the South East 
Geo-political zone code-
named Ebubeagu, the gover-
nor informed that it is not an 
alternative to the established 
security agencies such as Po-
lice, Army, Air Force, Navy, 
NSCDC, among others, but 
a local outfit meant to gather 
information on criminal ac-
tivities and give to the security 
operatives for proper process-
ing and action. 

“They are to play compli-
mentary roles on the efforts 
of  the Federal Government 
and security agencies, know-
ing that a threat to security 
anywhere in the country is a 
threat to security everywhere 
in the country.”

In his address, the Com-
mandant, National Institute 
for Security Studies, Alhaji 
Ayodele Adeleke said they are 
in the Imo State, specifically, 
for a study. He said as a study 
group they are engaged on the 
study of  security and security 
architecture of  Nigeria and 
Africa.

Abia APC lauds
Uzodimma’s 
leadership qualities

to bring them to book. He 
also called on proprietors 
of  private and public (in-
cluding unorthodox) med-
ical facilities in and around 
Anambra state to admit, 
but report anyone found 
seeking medical attention 
for bullet wounds and re-
lated injuries to the nearest 
police station”.

The CP has called on 
citizens in the State not 
to panic but to go about 
their lawful duties, while 
assuring of  the command’s 
resolve to re-dominate, re-
claim and secure all public 
spaces as directed by the 
Inspector General of  Po-
lice.

Enugu 2023: Zoning knocks
off Ekweremadu
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A 
one-day meeting 
of  stakeholders 
from Enugu East 

Senatorial Zone has ended 
with a call for compliance 
to zoning system in Enugu 
State gubernatorial elec-
tion in 2023.

Among the leading ad-
vocate for gubernatorial 
rotation were former Sen-
ate President of  the Senate, 
Ken Nnamani, Senator 
Chimaroke Nnamani and 
Speaker of  Enugu State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Edward Ubosi.

In a well attended meet-
ing at the palace of  Igwe 

Julius Nnaji of  Nike, the 
bigwigs, including tradi-
tional rulers from the zone, 
said the zoning of  the po-
sition of  the governorship 
is non-negotiable, insisting 
that it was their turn to pro-
duce the next governor of  
Enugu State.

Addressing the gather-
ing, former Senate Presi-
dent Ken Nnamani stated 
that his political party, the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), had already made 
announcement that the 
party will only give the 
2023 governorship ticket 
to an aspirant from Enugu 
east senatorial zone.

Supporting the resolu-
tion that 2023 governorship 

ticket is exclusive to Enugu 
east senatorial zone, for-
mer governor of  the state, 
Senator Chimaroke Nnam-
ani said that the agreement 
should be respected, noting 
that it was the entrenched 
zoning arrangement that 
has kept the state in a state 
of  peace and tranquility.

Edward Ubosi who con-
vened the meeting stated 
that for peace sake, the zon-
ing arrangement should be 
respected in the state. “The 
people of  Enugu East sen-
atorial zone were gathered 
to say that we are not ready 
to fight over the issue of  
2023 governorship because 
it is our turn. We are not 

fighting with anybody on 
that”.

“We want other senato-
rial zones to support us. It 
started in the Chimaroke 
time, and at the end of  his 
tenure he handed over to 
Sullivan and at the end of  
Sullivan he handed over to 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi and it is 
necessary that at the end of  
the Ugwuanyi tenure it will 
come back to us,” Ubosi 
said.

The meeting urged the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), to announce as 
APC did that the party will 
cede its governorship tick-
et to Enugu east senatorial 
zone.

Igbo want justice, equity
and fairness in Nigeria 
- Uzodimma

...Leaders back zoning
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Imo Info Comm, Emelumba, wants to kill
me, NAWOJ chairman, Ottih cries out
By Chinyere Nwaneri

A
n Owerri based 
journalist has 
cried out loud, al-

leging that the Imo State 
Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Declan Emelum-
ba, has planned to kill 
her.

Ottih made the disclo-
sure in a statement signed 
by and extended to News 
Echo. She also accused 
the Commissioner of  us-
ing her name to extort 
money from the gover-
nor.

According to her, 
“Each time you want to 
extort money from the 
government Vivian Ot-
tih is the project. You 
have the mind to order 
policemen you hired to-
day to shoot at sight at 
the mention of  any name 
called Vivian Ottih, even 
when I am nowhere 

close to Imo State.’’

 

Excerpts of  her 
statement read: 

 

“You lied to the governor 
that I Vivian Ottih (Esq) 
called a press confer-
ence against the present 
government. There was 
nothing like that close 
to my imagination then.

 

“To build up more 
strength in your lies and 
deceit you sponsored 
some staff  of  IBC to sign 
a release written by you 
against my person with 
a promise to enrich their 
pockets with #15,000 
each (Fifteen thousand 
Naira). With HUNGER 
in their eyes, they obliged 
you your request. Regret-
tably till date you have re-
fused to fulfill your prom-
ise of  #15,000 to them.

“To cover up your lies 
and deceit, you have 
sponsored several ra-
dio programs and false 

Newspaper publications 
stating that I have been 
paid my salaries and re-
instated. For the sake of  
peace and tranquility, I 
kept quiet watching you.

“To further make your 
lies and deceit to look 
real before the governor, 
you hurriedly arranged 
for NUJ ZEC meeting. 
With a promise to host 
NUJ NEC soonest and 
with a day relaxation in 
Ibis Royal Hotel, The 
leadership of  NUJ quick-
ly compromised their 
OWN and described me 
as being recalcitrant. An 
act that will forever hunt 
the union.

“Hon commissioner 
Sir, what else have you 
not done to me? To put 
bullet on my head?

You, with the aid your 
permanent secretary 
Chikodi Emenalum in 
conjunction with Uche 

Ogbuagu tried the best 
you could to forceful-
ly terminate my tenure 
as the State chairperson 
of  NAWOJ, with no of-
fense to my Union.”

 

It would be recalled that 

Ottih who was nursing a 
baby was suspended from 
her Imo Broadcasting 
Corporation (IBC) job in-
definitely on the order of  
the Commissioner for al-
legedly making a case for 

her colleagues who were 
owed arrears of  salaries.

When News Echo ap-
proached the Commis-
sioner for reaction, he 
said that he has nothing 
to say to the allegation.

From Nonye Udumiri,
 Aba

A
bia State Governor, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu 
said his administra-

tion is committed to the im-
plementation of  the financial 
autonomy for the Judiciary.

Ikpeazu stated this through 
a release made available to 
News Echo by his Chief 
Press Secretary, Sir. Onyebu-
chi Ememanka on Tuesday

While receiving in audi-
ence, the Forum of  Abia State 
Nigerian Bar Association 
Chapters led by the Chair-

I’m ready to implement judicial financial 
autonomy in Abia - Ikpeazu

man, Samuel Nwosu Esq 
at the Government House, 
Umuahia, Ikpeazu said Abia 
will always do the needful to 
support judiciary. He prom-
ised to direct the relevant au-
thorities to work out modali-
ties for the implementation. 

Ikpeazu who admitted that 
these are not easy times for 
Nigeria, pledged that his ad-
ministration will thrive to sup-
port the Judiciary in its quest 
for autonomy. The Governor 
however, disagreed with the 
assertion that Nigerian Gov-
ernors were frustrating the 
move for financial independ-

ence of  the Judiciary. 
He commended the forum 

for going about the agitation 
peacefully and maturely and 
also told the delegation to be 
realistic in their expectations. 
He said that budgets are state-
ments of  financial aspiration 
and the current situation in 
Nigeria today brings lots of 
uncertainty in financial is-
sues, especially as it relates to 
government income. 

Speaking earlier, the Chair-
man of  the Forum of  Abia 
State NBA Chapters and the 
Chairman of  the NBA Ukwa 
Branch, Samuel Nwosu said 

their visit was to draw the 
Governor’s attention to the 
non implementation of  finan-
cial autonomy of  the Judici-
ary across the 36 States of  the 
country. Nwosu said that fail-
ure to implement the judicial 
financial autonomy has ad-
versely affected the activities 
of  the Judiciary nationwide 
and led to the ongoing strike. 

He said the national leader-
ship of  the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation chose to stand with 
the Judiciary Staff  Union of 
Nigeria on the issue, since it’s 
both a constitutional provi-
sion and a democratic imper-
ative. 

I
t was a moment of  
gratitude at Alienyi 
Mgbidi last weekend 

as the founder of  Ma-
ranathan University Mg-
bidi, Rev. Chukwuemeka 
Ngubo made public, the 
provisional license for 
the opening of  another 
faith based University in 
Imo.

The inaugural thanks-
giving service which took 
place at the University 
hall witnessed the attend-
ance of  the who is who in 
the religious and academ-
ic world as the founder 
appreciated everyone 
who contributed to the 
success of  the project, ap-
preciating God Almighty 
for the goodness upon 
his life which he replicat-
ed by offering four years 
scholarship to first three 
indigenes of  Mgbidi that 
will enroll in the school.

Speaking also was the 

pioneer Vice-Chancel-
lor of  the school, Prof. 
Ogwu E. Ogwu who re-
iterated that the Universi-
ty apart from business of  
preaching the gospel will 
produce graduates who 
will not only be trained 
in learning but also in 
character.

He pointed out that 
starting a school of  such 
magnitude appear casual 
but insisted that it is a 
services project as the 
Professor of  marketing 
intoned that Maranathan 
University will go places 
because God is involved 
in its day to day affairs.

 The former Abia State 
University Vice Chancel-
lor, Ogwu harped that his 
students will be treated 
with love that must be 
coated with discipline, 
promising that welfare 
of  staff  and students can 
never be joked with.

Effium Killings:
Umahi declares AESID
coordinator wanted 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State govern-
ment has declared 
wanted, the National 

Co-ordinator Association 
of  Ebonyi State indigenes 
In Diaspora (AESID) Am-
bassador Paschal Oluchuk-
wu for allegedly sponsoring 
publication that led to the 
renewed killings in Effium 

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (right) discussing with Rev Barr S Chinedu(3rd left) Former chief 
of Army staff, Lt Gen Azubuike Ihejirika(2nd left) Barr. K.C Ugboajah (left) after the meeting with Abia APC unity 
Forum Courtesy visit to the Governor at the Sam Mbakwe Exco Chambers, Owerri.

Imo gets another private 
university 

community.
Governor Umahi who an-

nounced this while briefing 
journalists after the State 
security council meeting in 
Abakaliki, frowned at the 
recent resumption of  crises 
in the area. He said, “We 
took a briefing on what is 
happening in Effium and we 
discovered that Effium has 
been at peace for the past 
two weeks until one ambas-
sador Paschal Oluchukwu 
in SUN newspaper of  9th of  
April, released a very wick-
ed allegation against the se-
curity agencies and against 
the government of  Ebonyi 
state “and that resulted in 
fresh killings and we had the 
stakeholders of  Effium and 
Ezza Effium in our meeting 
today and our decision was 
to arrest all of  them and to 
commence charges on mur-
der.

“but we have noted that 

the Effium people and the 
Ezza Effium people are 
willing to return to their 
homes and they are willing 
to embrace peace, but there 
are still some few elements  
from amongst the two sides 
that go to social media to 
dish out very wrong infor-
mation and it escalated ten-
sion and the resultant effect 
is killings. We are appealing 
to security agencies to watch 
out and apprehend such 
people. “And we declare 
this ambassador Oluchuk-
wu Paschal wanted, and we 
decided that if  he doesn’t 
come to answer, we are to 
press prosecution charges 
against him.  We’ve directed 
the commissioner for inter-
nal security and information 
to write to sun newspaper 
to reveal the identity of  the 
man, adding that he should 
come and defend the write 
up that resulted fresh kill-
ings in Effium.
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Collisions
1. Elastic
2. Inelastic
3. Explosions
Elastic collision: - Here 

both momentum and ke are 
conserved e.g. bouncing of  a 
ball.

Inelastic collision: - Only 
momentum is conserved. Ke 
is converted to heat, sound or 
elastic potential energy, thus 
causing deformation e.g. 
dropping of  a ball of  garri to 
the ground.

Explosion: - Momentum 
is conserved, ke is increased.

Inertia: -  This is the 
reluctance of  a body to start 
moving if  it is already at rest 
and to stop moving if  already 
in motion. A body at rest will 
only move when a force is 
applied to it.

T h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f 
conservat ion of  l inear 
motion

If  the net external force 
acting on a system of  bodies 
is zero, then the momentum 
o f  the  sy s t em remains 
constant.

We have to remember that 
the momentum of  the system 
is conserved and not that of  
the individual particles. The 
momentum of  the individual 
bodies in the system might 
i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e 
according to the situation, but 
the momentum of  the system 
will always be conserved, as 
long as there is no external 
net force acting on it.

Conservation of Linear 

Momentum Formula

T h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
conservation of  momentum 
states that if  two objects 
c o l l i d e,  t h e n  t h e  t o t a l 
momentum before and after 
the collision will be the same 
if  there is no external force 
act ing on the col l iding 
objects.

Conservation of  linear 
m o m e n t u m  f o r m u l a 
mathematically expresses the 
momentum of  the system 
remains constant when the 
net external force is zero.
Initial momentum = Final 
momentum

P = Pi f

Fo r m u l a  f o r  L i n e a r 
Momentum

Linear  momentum is 
mathematically expressed as:

p      = mv
p     i s  t h e  l i n e a r 

m o m e n t u m
v  is the linear velocity
m is the mass of  the body

Levers
A  l e ve r  i s  a  s i m p l e 

machine consisting of  a beam 
or rigid rod pivoted at a fixed 
hinge, or fulcrum. A lever is a 
rigid body capable of  rotating 
on a point on itself.

Levers are classified into 
three classes;

st
1  class levers: - Here the 

fulcrum is between the effort 
and load e.g. hammers, pliers.

nd
2  class levers: - Here the 

load is closer to the fulcrum.

rd
3  class levers: - Here the 

effort is closer to the fulcrum.

Inclined plane

An inclined plane is a flat 
supporting surface tilted at an 
angle, with one end higher 
than the other, used as an aid 
for raising or lowering a load.

If  there is no friction then 
M A  i n c r e a s e s  a s  V R 
decreases.

Uses
Inclined planes are widely 

used in the form of  loading 
ramps to load and unload 
goods on trucks, ships and 
planes.

Pulley
A pulley is a wheel that 

carries a flexible rope, cord, 
cable, chain, or belt on its rim. 
Pulleys are used singly or in 
combination to transmit 
energy and motion. Pulleys 
with grooved rims are called 
sheaves.

Pulleys are classified into 
three;

1. Movable pulley
2. Fixed pulley
3. Compound pulley
Movable pulley: -  A 

movable pulley is a pulley 
that is free to move up and 
down, and is attached to a 
ceiling or other object by two 
lengths of  the same rope. 
Examples of  movable pulleys 
include construction cranes, 
modern elevators, and some 
types  o f  weight  l i f t ing 
machines at the gym.

Fixed pulley: - A single 
fixed pulley is really a first 
class lever with equal arms. 
When a first class lever has 
equal arms, the mechanical 
advantage is. Thus, the force 
of  the pull on the rope must 
be equal to the weight of  the 
object being lifted. The only 
advantage of  a single fixed 
pulley is  to change the 
direction of  the force, or pull 
on the rope. 
A good example of  a fixed 
pulley is a flag pole: When 

y
o u 
p u l l d o w n 
on the rope, the direction of  
force is redirected by the 
pulley, and you raise the flag.

Compound pulley: - A 
c o m p o u n d  p u l l e y  i s  a 
combination of  the simple 
and moveable pulley. It is 
s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  a 
combination pulley. It is 
designed to make the effort 
less than half  the weight of  a 
l o a d .  I t  i s  c o m m o n  a t 
construction sites where 
cranes lift heavy steel and 
concrete objects.

Compound pulleys are 
often used on large sailboats 
using many different ropes 
and pulleys. They are also 
used at construction sites 
which requires the lifting of  
heavy equipment.

Lagos inaugurates 6-man governing board for
alternative high school for girls

a g o s  S t a t e LGovernment has 
inaugurated a six-

member Governing Board 
f o r  A l t e r n a t ive  H i g h 
School for Girls in Aboju 
area of  the state. The moves 
aimed at promoting the 
growth of  both formal and 
informal education in the 
state. 

The state government, 
therefore, in demonstration 
of  its commitment to full 
implementation of  its mass 
literacy policy, charged the 
board to ensure that the 
school continues to excel in 
all  its activities while 
susta ining i t s  cur rent 
impressive standard. 

The Special Adviser to 
Governor Sanwo-Olu on 
E d u c a t i o n ,  B a r r i s t e r 
T o k u n b o  W a h a b , 
inaugurated the board. 
W a h a b ,  w h o  w a s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e 
Permanent Secretary, Mr 
Adeniran Kasali, stated 
t h a t  t h e  g ove r n m e n t 
c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d 
technocrats with diverse 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d 
achievements in education 
and public service to let 
their knowledge impact the 
growth of  the school. 
“With a membership of  
this Board drawn from 
p e o p l e  w i t h  d i v e r s e 
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d 

achievements in education 
and public service, I am 
convinced beyond any 
reasonable doubt that this 
school is going to witness 
a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
transformation in terms of  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r i c h 
a c a d e m i c  a n d  s k i l l s 
acquisition development 
programmes in record 
time,” the Special Adviser 
assured. 

The terms of  reference 
o f  t h e  n e w  b o a r d , 
according to him, include: 
efficient governance of  the 
ins t i tut ion,  providing 
a d v i c e  t o  t h e  s t a t e 
government on policy 

mat t e r s  a f f ec t ing  the 
s c h o o l ,  b r i n g i n g  u p 
suggestions or action plans 
for its development, raising 
the standard of  teaching 
and learning in the school 
as well as accountability to 
the government, among 
others. 

W h i l e  n o t i n g  t h a t 
education remained a 
strong pillar upon which 
other developments rest, 
Wahab, explained that the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
Governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, right from inception 
had placed a high premium 
o n  e f f i c i e n t 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a 
sustainable educational 

system that would not only 
meet the United Nations' 
requirements for the 21st 
C e n t u r y  s u s t a i n a b l e 

growth in education but 
rank the State's education 
sector among the best in the 
world. 
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 300-level university 

As t u d e n t ,  R h o d a 
Agboje, has been 

arrested by operatives of  the 
N a t i o n a l  D r u g  L a w 
E n f o r c e m e n t  A g e n c y, 
NDLEA for allegedly selling 
cookies laced with drug to 
secondary school students 
and unsuspecting members 
of  the public in Abuja, the 
Federal Capital Territory. 

Arrested alongside the 
undergraduate was her 
b o y f r i e n d ,  I f e a y i n 

h e  G o v e r n i n g TC o u n c i l  o f  t h e 
Federal University, 

Oye-Ekiti has suspended 
Registrar of  the university, 
Olatunbosun Odusanya.

A statement by the the 
Special Adviser on Media 
M a t t e r s  t o  t h e  V i c e -
Chance l lo r,  Mr.  Wole 
Balogun, said the decision 
wa s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  D r. 
Mohammed Yahuza-led 
Governing Council.

I t  d i s c l o s e d  t h e 
suspension was conveyed to 
the embattled Registrar in a 
letter dated April, 20, 2021 
and signed by the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Abayomi 
Sunday Fasina.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, Odusanya was 
asked to go on suspension to 
a l l o w  f o r  i n d e p t 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o 
a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  g r o s s 
misconduct leveled against 
h i m  o v e r  a l l e g e d 
irregularities in the recent 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  b y  t h e 
institution.

The statement added the 
Council appointed Mr. 
Mufutau Ibrahim to act as 
t h e  r e g i s t r a r  o f  t h e 
universi ty pending the 
e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Odusanya's suspension in 
o r d e r  n o t  t o  c r e a t e 

administrative vacuum.
Odusanya's letter of  

suspension, which was 
entitled: 'Suspension From 
the University” , reads in 
part: “You would please 
note that consequent upon 
the consideratiom of  the 
report of  the Committee on 
the review of  appointments 
made in the University from 
August 1, 2020 to February, 
2021 by Council, you were 
recently queried via our 
m e m o  R e f .  N o : 
F U OY E / VC / C D / 0 0 7 
dated 6th April, 2021, for act 
o f  m i s c o n d u c t  i n  t h e 
appointments.

“The staff  Disciplinary 
Commit tee  which was 
constituted by Council has 
considered your written 
representation and found it 

unacceptable to exculpate 
y o u  f r o m  t h e  a c t  o f  
misconduct.

“Consequently, you are 
directed to handover all the 
University property in your 
possession to the Officer 
n e x t  i n  r a n k  t o  y o u 
immediately. Your Staff  
Identity Card should be 
submitted to the Personnel 
Affairs Officer. You are also 
advised to stay away from 
t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e 
University, except otherwise 
expressed in writing,” it 
said.

When contacted, the 
e m b a t t l e d  R e g i s t r a r 
confirmed the suspension, 
saying he has received the 
letter.

“I have been given the 
letter. I received it today 
when I got to the office and I 
have no further comment on 
this issue”, Odusanya said.

Nwankwo, while the anti-
narcotic are still on the trail 
of  other members of  the 
syndicate. 

T h e  s y n d i c a t e  a s 
gathered produces  the 
cook ies  wi th  a  h igh ly 
psychoactive variant of  
cannabis known as Arizona, 
in addition to alcohol and 
Rohypnol, among other 
ingredients. 

Their lid according to the 
NDLEA Director, Media & 
Advocacy, Femi Babafemi, 

was blown open following 
the arrest of  Rhoda Agboje 
with four pieces of  the drug 
cookies on April 18, 2021. 
He said: “She was arrested at 
the NNPC Cooperative 
estate, opposite Gaduwa 
estate in Abuja, based on a 
complaint that she gave an 
unsuspecting young girl the 
cookies to eat. After eating 
the drug cookies, the girl lost 
her mind and could not 
sleep, making incoherent 
utterances due to the effects 

of  the cookies. “Under 
interrogation, the prime 
suspect, Rhoda confessed 
she prepares the cookies 
with a friend and sells each 

pack of  three pieces at N1, 
500. 

A follow-up operation in 
her boyfriend's house led to 
the recovery of  over 200 
pieces of  the drug cookies.

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  t h e 
C o m m a n d e r ,  F C T 
Command of  the NDLEA, 
M o h a m m e d  M a l a m i 
Sokoto, explained that ” her 
b o y f r i e n d ,  I f e a n y i 
Nwankwo and  a l l  the 
equipment used for the 
production of  the cookies 
were brought to the office for 
further investigation. “The 
suspect confirmed that she 
se l l s  at  par t ies  and to 
unsuspecting members of  
the public, including school 
children that are the most 
vulnerable. 

The suspect also supplies 

some supermarkets and 

clubs in the FCT.” While 

commending officers and 

men of  the FCT Command 

f o r  u n r a v e l l i n g  t h e 

s y n d i c a t e ,  t h e 

Chairman/Chief  Executive 

o f  t h e  N D L E A ,  B r i g . 

General Mohamed Buba 

Marwa (Retd) described the 

syndicate's act as criminal, 

adding that it was “equally 

u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  b y 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  l u r i n g 

schoolchildren into drug 

under the cover of  selling to 

them biscuits or cookies. “I 

wish to draw the attention of  

parents to this new devious 

strategy to get children 

addicted to drug cookies and 

to urge them to remain 

vigilant while monitoring 

what their wards bring home 

from school or consume as 

snack”, Marwa stated.

agos State authorities Lhave found the female 
students of  Oreyo 

Senior Grammar School, 
Igbogbo in Ikorodu, seen 
smoking shisha in a video.

The five students were 
smoking in an apartment 
while dressed in school 
uniform. The footage went 

h e  U n ive r s i t y  o f  TAbuja has pointedly 
t o l d  t h e  J o i n t 

A d m i s s i o n s  a n d 
Matriculation Board, JAMB, 
that it lacked constitutional 
p o w e r s  t o  m e d d l e  i n 

admissions into universities. 
It also refuted last week's 
allegations by the nation's 
t e r t i a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s ' 
examination's body that it 
was engaging in “Illegal 
admissions”, outside the 

constitutional provisions. 
Quoting the relevant 

constitutional provisions 
guiding the operations of  the 
nation's university education 
system, the University of  
Abuja in a statement by its 
Head,  Informat ion and 
University Relations, Dr 
Habib Yakoob, insisted that it 
was not out of  place for it to 
conduct admissions without 
JAMB's input. The statement, 
tagged “The University of  
Abuja is not engaged in illegal 
admissions,” read: “The 
Universities Miscellaneous 
Provisions, (Amendment) 
Act 2003 7a (ii) states that 'the 
Senate shall have powers in all 
academic matters, including 
the organization and control, 
t each ing  and  re sea rch , 
admission of  students. “What 
t h i s  m e a n s  i s  t h a t  t h e 
university, not any external 
body, is guaranteed the power 
o f  a d m i s s i o n s .  ” T h e 
University of  Abuja has been 
constrained to respond to 
recent reports in the media 
that the Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board, JAMB, 
has named the university, 
among others (curiously 
unmentioned),  as  being 
e n g a g e d  i n  “ i l l e g a l 
admissions” exercise because 
it failed to upload the list of  its 
a d m i s s i o n  o n  C e n t r a l 
Admiss ions  Proces s ing 
S y s t e m ,  C A P S .  “ T h e 
University of  Abuja wishes to 
c a t e g o r i c a l l y  a n d 

emphatically state that it has 
not conducted any illegal 
admissions, and has nothing 
to hide as far as its admission 
is concerned. “It makes bold 
to state that, at the moment, 
the university has one of  the 
best and most transparent 
systems of  admission in the 
country. “This, indeed, is the 
only federal university which 
catchment area is the whole 
of  Nigeria, and truly and 
practically admits from all 
states of  the country, while 
simultaneously upholding the 
p r inc ip l e  o f  mer i t  and 
excellence. “Our rules are 
clear and transparent. As long 
as candidates have taken the 
UTME, scored 180 and 
above, met the university's cut 
off  points and some other 
stringent criteria set  by 
JAMB, the university ensures, 
w i th in  the  l imi t  o f  i t s 
capacity, that such candidates 
stand a chance of  getting 
admitted. “In other words, 
nobody who has not taken the 
UTME, nor failed to meet 
J A M B  o r  u n i v e r s i t y 
guidelines, can be admitted in 
the University of  Abuja. “In 
any case, the university is 
familiar with the operation of  
CAPS, and has since, largely 
embraced it as part of  its 
contributions to ensuring that 
the university system serves 
and protects the interest of  all 
Nigerians in the search for 
quality tertiary education. 
“For instance, the Merit List 

for the 2020/2021 admissions 
was proposed on CAPS and 
all queries issued on same 
were replied to accordingly. 
“It is important to note that 
candidates have been directed 
to ensure that they upload 
their “O” Level results and 
a c c e p t  t h e i r  o f f e r  o f  
admission on CAPS.

This is the clearest proof  
that the university is not 
opposed to or in violation of  
CAPS and what it represents. 
“However, the university is 
careful that in following this 
operation, it is not hindered to 
effectively deliver the service 
for which it was created, in 
the first place. “After all, it is 
not outside the powers of  the 
u n i v e r s i t y  t o  c o n d u c t 
admissions of  our students. 
T h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s 
Miscellaneous Provisions, 
(Amendment) Act 2003 7a 
(ii) states that “The Senate 
shall have powers in all 
academic matters including 
the organization and control, 
t each ing  and  re sea rch , 
admission of  students… 
“What this means is that the 
university, not any external 
body, is guaranteed the power 
of  admissions. “Let us assure 
JA M B,  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d 
relevant stakeholders in the 
Nigerian educational project 
that the University of  Abuja is 
e n g a g e d  i n  h o n e s t , 
t r a n s p a r e n t  a n d  o p e n 
admissions in all its various 
programmes, and certainly, it 
will continue to uphold these 
virtues which have been its 
defining hallmark, especially 
in the last couple of  years.”

viral last weekend.
The state government, 

through the Ministry of  
Education and Ministry of  
Y o u t h  a n d  S o c i a l 
Development, has sent the 
girls to rehab.

Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Education, 
Tokunbo Wahab, said the 
administration will go tough 
on such acts.

The official reminded 
parents and guardians of  
their roles, adding that the 
government, school and 
teachers cannot play all parts.

Several studies found that 
tobacco-based shisha and 
herbal shisha contain carbon 
monoxide and other toxic 
agents likely to increase the 
risk of  cancers, heart and 
lung diseases.

Female under-graduate, boyfriend nabbed
for selling drugged cookies

Lagos schoolgirls smoking
shisha in viral video sent
to rehab

FUOYE suspends Registrar
over alleged gross
misconduct

UNIABUJA fires
back at JAMB
...Says only varsities
have powers of admission
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igeria national team 

Ncoach Gernot Rohr 
has volunteered to 

h e l p  B o r d e a u x  a v o i d 
relegation if  called upon.

T h e  G i r o n d i n s  a r e 
enduring a difficult time, 
having failed to secure victory 
in their last four games, 
including suffering a 3-0 
defeat against Monaco on 
Sunday.

The disappointing results 
have seen Jean-Louis Gasset's 
men drop to the 16th spot on 
the Ligue 1 table, two places 
above the relegation zone.

Rohr, who starred for the 
Girondins as a player for more 
than a  decade and a lso 

he Nigeria Football TFederation (NFF) has 
reiterated its resolve and 

determination to provide the 
head coach of  the Super 

Falcons, Randy Waldrum all 
the support he needs to build a 
team that will challenge for 
global laurels and ink Nigeria's 
name on the map of  the world's 
leading women football-playing 
nations.

At a brief  meeting of  the 

NFF Management with Mr 
Wa l d r u m  a t  t h e  S u n d ay 
Dankaro House headquarters 
of  the Federation, NFF General 
Secretary, Mohammed Sanusi 
said the Amaju Melvin Pinnick 
–led administration is resolute 
in harnessing available human, 

material  and non-physical 
resources and assets to uplift the 
nine –time African champions to 
eventual world beaters.

“I welcome you to the NFF 
headquarters for the very first 
time,” Sanusi said. “Let me start 
by saying that I was actually 
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  y o u r 
professionalism and competence 
shown in handling the squad at 
t h e  T u r k i s h  W o m e n ' s 
Tournament, and that played a 
great role in the Super Falcons 
winning all their matches at the 
tournament.”

“Permit me to also say the 
NFF is enamoured by your 
request, without any prompting, 
to come and watch the NWFL 
Super 6 taking place in Ijebu-
Ode, Ogun State.

“This shows clearly that you 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e 
development and sustenance of  
the Nigeria women's game and 
discovering players for the 
National Team.

“We will continue to give you 
all  the suppor t to build a 
formidable team that the world 
w i l l  r e c k o n  w i t h  b y  i t s 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  m a j o r 
tournaments outside the African 
continent,” Dr Sanusi said.

Bo r i s  J o h n s o n  h a s 
threatened new laws 
over  the European 

Super League plot – and 
backed Prem bosses to kick out 
the 'Big Six' if  they want to.

The PM vowed not to stand 
by “while a small handful of  
owners create a closed shop” 
and promised to back fans all 
the way.

Six of  Britain's top clubs 
are forming a super league of  
12 European heavyweights – 
which will radically alter the 
face of  football as we know it.

But the PM, ministers, 
fans, and the public have 
rounded on the plans, which 
will eliminate competition and 
generate extra cash for the top 
clubs.

As founding members, the 
top clubs would be guaranteed 
involvement every season for 
23 years with huge financial 
gain while abandoning the 
English game.

Supporters, pundits, and 
now footballers, including 
Liverpool's James Milner, have 

made their feelings clear that 
they do not want the Super 
League to go ahead – with the 
12 owners chasing more 
money.

PM however vowed to do 
all he could to stop it from 
going ahead in a meeting with 
top footie bosses.

Downing Street said today 
t h e  P M  “ e x p r e s s e d  h i s 
solidarity with football fans 
and agreed they must always 
be at the heart of  any decisions 
about the future of  the game.”

They added: “He reiterated 
his unwavering support for the 
footba l l  author i t ies  and 
confirmed they have the 
government's full backing to 
take whatever action necessary 
to put a stop to these plans.”

The PM urged clubs who 
were reported to be wobbling 
to pull back from the brink.

The group agreed that any 
club should always have the 
chance to play and win against 
the biggest football players in 
the game.

And the PM stuck to his 

g u n s  o v e r 
possible  new 
laws to stop the 
g r o u p  g o i n g 
ahead with their 
plot.

No10 said: 
“ T h e  P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r 
confirmed the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
will not stand 
by while a small 
h a n d f u l  o f  
owners create a 
closed shop.

“ H e  w a s 
clear that no action is off  the 
table and the government is 
exploring every possibility, 
including legislative options, 
to ensure these proposals are 
stopped.”

C u l t u r e  S e c  O l i v e r 
Dowden insisted nothing was 
off  the table – including 
banning foreign transfers or 
extra taxes.

Footie bodies have said the 
players might be banned from 
playing in the current leagues, 
or for representing their 
country too.

Earlier UEFA president 
Aleksander Ceferin urged the 
bosses of  England's 'Big Six' 
clubs who have signed up to 
the breakaway European 
Super League to “come to their 
senses”.

It came as cracks started to 
appear in the plan today – with 
one Premier League club 
repor ted to be ser iously 
considering pulling out after 
the furious backlash.

managed the side between 
1990 and 1996, is willing to 
return in any capacity to help 
the club maintain their Ligue 1 
status, even though he just 
recently signed a new contract 
with the Nigeria Football 
Federation following his 
satisfactory performances 
with the Super Eagles.

“We have to make the club 
sparkle and we need a really 
combative and united team. 
C o a c h  G a s s e t  a l s o 
unfortunately seems a little 
lost in this situation. He must 
have tried a lot of  things 
already, he st i l l  has the 
experience,” Rohr told France 
Bleu.

“We didn't give up, we 
reacted but what we see is that 
the results are still just as 
catastrophic and that you 
concede three or four goals. 
It's still difficult to always say 
the same thing.

“Boys do not get along, 
from what I was told. And 
then, there is an unconducive 
atmosphere, unfortunately, 
with the supporters. It is very 
difficult for everyone to work 
effectively.

“I have always been the 
man of  the club. Currently, I 
am under contract  with 
Nigeria. But if  it is to help the 
Girondins, I will always be 
available.”

o r u s s i a BDortmund are 
a l r e a d y 

p r e p a r i n g  f o r  l i f e 
without Erling Haaland 
with reports suggesting 
they may well consider 
Terem Moffi as a direct 
replacement for the 
N o r w e g i a n  g o a l 
machine.

Haaland is a major 
transfer target for some 
of  Europe's top clubs 
and he could be on his 
way out of  Dortmund as 
early as this summer.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
footmercato, Dortmund 

have been alerted to 
Moffi's exploits in the 
French Ligue 1 with 
modest club FC Lorient 
and the Nigeria striker 
c o u l d  b e  a  d i r e c t 
r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r 
Haaland.

D o r t m u n d  a r e 
expected to be one of  
several top clubs across 
Europe who will now be 
interested in the 21-
year-old striker, who has 
netted 11 goals in his 
debut Ligue 1 season.

H i s  c o n t r a c t  a t 
relegation-troubled FC 
Lorient is till June 2024.

Rohr was 
the manager 
o f  t h e 
G i r o n d i n s 
w h e n  t h e y 
a v o i d e d 
relegation in 
the 1995-1996 
s e a s o n  a n d 
r e c o l l e c t e d 
h o w  t h e y 
achieved the 
feat, warning 
i t  w i l l  b e 
disastrous if  
t h e  c l u b 
d r o p p e d  t o 
Ligue 2.

“ A t  t h e 
time it was a 
little different. 
We had a team 
o f  y o u n g 
players, often 
f r o m  t h e 
region, that we 
had  t ra ined 
ourselves,” he 
continued.

“ W e 
managed to 
keep up thanks 
to suppor ts, 
also thanks to 
a state of  mind 
w h i c h  w a s 
truly exemplary.

“This season, to go down 
to Ligue 2 would be really 
catastrophic because I don't 
see how we could rely on the 
same values   as at the time.”

Bordeaux will be aiming to 
bounce back f rom their 
unimpressive run of  form 
when they take on Lorient in 
their next league game on 
April 25. 

SPORTS
Rohr volunteers to help struggling Bordeaux

English PM threatens new laws
over European Super League plot

NFF rallies support for Randy
Waldrum

Dortmund track
Terem Moffi as
replacement for
Haaland

Rohr

HaalandHaalandHaaland
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ecently, the five South-RE a s t  g o v e r n o r s  
announced the launch of  

a security outfit codenamed 
Ebubeagu. Like the use of  
Amotekun by the South-West 
governors, the choice of  the 
name “Ebubeagu” generated a 
controversy over its meaning in 
English. It  was variously 
interpreted as “the aura of  the 
lion/tiger/leopard.” 

 When Amotekun was 
launched last year, there were 
some arguments among the 
Yoruba whether “ekun” stands 
for lion, tiger or leopard. 
Amotekun means “the animal 
that looks like ekun”. That 
animal should be “tiger” (or 
cheetah), but did the ancient 
Yor uba  people  have  any 
interaction with the tiger (or 
cheetah)? The answer is no. 

 You would not blame many 
of  today's Nigeria who choose to 
identify with the tiger or lion in 
Southern Nigeria as the iconic 
animal of  their people. Watching 
animal documentaries and 
reading about the lion as the king 
of  the jungle whose roar sends 
tremors through the hearts of  all 
the animals or about the “tiger, 
tiger burning bright”, who would 
not want to identify with the lion 
or tiger? 

No wonder when Dr Nnamdi 
Azikiwe returned from the 
United States of  America and 
founded the University of  
Nigeria, Nsukka, he chose the 
lion as its symbol. Students and 
graduates of  that university are 
called “lions and lionesses”, and 
when they are addressed as such, 
they roar in response. Similarly, 
t h e  E a s t e r n  N i g e r i a n  
Government House in Enugu 
was named Lion Building. 
A c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r,  o u r  
Cameroonian neighbours call 
their  footbal l  team “The 
Indomitable Lions”. Likewise, 
when Prof  Wole Soyinka wanted 
to counter the Negritude 
movement, he noted that “a tiger 
does not proclaim his tigritude; 
he pounces.” 

 But was the lion or tiger the 
key animal of  the rainforest area 
of  Southern Nigeria? First is that 
just like the bear, the tiger is not 
even an African animal. Our 
forefathers never saw it, at least 
not in the last 1,000 years. If  it 
ever existed in Africa, that would 
be some thousands of  years ago, 

which would have made it 
blotted from the consciousness 
of  our forefathers? 

 The natural habitat of  the 
tiger is Asia and some parts of  
Europe. It is the biggest, fiercest 
and strongest among the big cats, 
with the Siberian tiger being the 
biggest of  the tigers. The tiger can 
defeat the lion in a duel, but both 
of  them do not live in the same 
environment and never meet. 

Conversely, the lion is an 
African animal. However, it lives 
more in the grassland or 
savannah where animals that 
feed on vegetation abound, and 
where it can operate without any 
obstruction from trees. 

Unlike other big cats, the lion 
lives in groups called prides. 
Because lions hunt as a team, 
they are able to kill big animals 
like buffalo, giraffe and even 
elephant, especially small and 
medium-sized ones. Because of  
this ability to work within a team 
and achieve great results, the lion 
is called the king of  the jungle. 

The southern part of  Nigeria 
is mainly rainforest where the 
lions won't excel in. The trees in 
the rainforest which form a dense 
canopy would make it difficult 
for the lions to hunt. Such 
rainforest would also not attract 
thousands of  grass-loving 
a n i m a l s  l i k e  b u f f a l o e s ,  
wildebeests, deer, zebras, and the 
like which will sustain the huge 
protein needs of  prides of  lions. 

The leopard is the iconic 
animal of  Southern Nigeria, 
especially the non-water areas. 
The leopard was the big cat our 
forefathers knew and sang its 
praises. They held it in awe, 
because they did not have the 
cameras of  today to film the wild 
and ascertain the capacity of  the 
leopard. As far as they were 
concerned, the leopard was the 
king of  the wild, which created 
fear and panic in the villages. 
Tales of  its exploits were created, 
spiced and salted generously, 
before being dished out. 

Anytime a leopard was 
sighted, an alarm was raised and 
children and women ceased to go 
near the forest. Even to fetch 
water from the streams, they 
would be accompanied by well-
armed men. Men would go out in 
search of  the leopard to kill it. 
Until it was killed, there was no 
relief  in the village. 

 If  eventually it was killed, 
there would be jubilation in the 
village. In Igbo land, the person 

who killed it acquired the exalted 
title “Ogbuagu” (killer of  the 
leopard). The leopard would be 
skinned and the killer would keep 
the skin as his trophy. He would 
hang it in his reception hut and 
don it on special occasions. 

When the British colonialists 
came into Nigeria in the 19th 
century, it should be noted that of  
all the photographs of  Igbo or 
Yoruba great men they took, 
rarely would one find any 
featuring a lion skin. Rather the 
spotted skin of  the leopard was 
usually in display in such photos. 
The early books written by 
missionaries about Igboland 
mentioned the leopard, buffalo, 
giraffe, elephant, etc, as animals 
found in Igboland. Mention was 
usually not made of  the existence 
of  lion, let alone the tiger. 

 When the translators of  the 
bible into Igbo did their work, 
they translated “lion” as odum, 
while “leopard” was translated 
as agu. Consequently, the lion of  
the tribe of  Judah is “Odum nke 
ebo Juda” in the Igbo bible. 

 Similarly, when Chinua 
Achebe, Chukwuemeka Ike, 
and other early indigenous 
writers wrote about the Igbo 
world, they wrote about the 
leopard and translated it as 
“agu”. When the Republic of  
Biafra was declared in 1967, 
its coat of  arms featured two 
leopards and the eagle. After 
the leopard, the eagle is the 
second most iconic animal 
among the Igbo.

F u r t h e r m o r e,  I g b o  
sayings are filled with praises 
for “agu” (leopard). The lion 
“odum” is rarely mentioned. 
That points to the likelihood 
that our forefathers knew so 
much about the leopard but 
so little about the lion. Those 
Igbo who interacted with the 
Middle Belt area of  Nigeria 
(where the grassland starts) 
could have come in contact 
with the lion. The only 
memorable saying that 
features the lion in Igbo 
world is: Odum na-egbu agu 
(the lion that kills the 
leopard). Nobody can say for 
sure how old this saying is. It 
could have come into 
existence some decades ago 
when people already had TV 
and book knowledge of  the 
lion. 

 However, there are 
dozens of  sayings and names 

involving the leopard: 
1. Anu eyi agu – No 

animal compares to the leopard
2. Agu na-eche mba – The 

leopard that guards the city
3. O me ka agu – He who 

acts like the leopard
4. Agu nwaanyi – Brave 

woman
5. Onye akpana nwa agu 

aka n'odu – Let nobody touch the 
leopard by its tail

The term “agu” has also been 
used to name some other animals 
like the crocodile (aguiyi – water 
leopard), kite (agu nkwu – the 
leopard of  the palm tree), wall 
gecko (agu ulo – house leopard). 

However, when our people 
began to watch the TV and read 
books and saw the exploits of  the 
lion as against those of  the 
leopard, they began to associate 
those encomiums poured on agu 
on the lion rather than the 
leopard. The wrong name given 
to the dress called isi-agu 
probably in the 1970s worsened 
the situation. The cloth which 
has the head of  the lion was 

mistakenly named isi-agu instead 
o f  “ i s i  o d u m ” ,  t h e r e b y  
complicating the matter. 

 In spite of  not being as big as 
the lion or tiger, the leopard has 
features which are admirable. It 
is the only big cat that has the 
capacity to live in virtually all the 
climates and terrains: rainforest, 
savannah, desert, mountain, cold 
region. 

It is the only big cat that can 
climb a tree with an antelope 
bigger than itself  in its mouth. It 
can jump from a tree to another. 
It is the only big cat that can jump 
from the top of  a tree that is as tall 
as a one-storey building, land on 
a prey and kill it. Unlike the lion 
which depends on the team to 
easily kill its prey, the leopard 
works alone and succeeds alone. 

 These exceptional traits of  
the leopard should not be 
belittled by those who do not 
look beyond the surface.

O n w u k a  i s  a  P U N C H  
columnist.
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