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From David Eze, 
 Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Eb-
onyi State has 

congratulated Professor 
Nnenna Oti on her emer-
gence as the 8th substan-
tive Vice-Chancellor of  
the Federal University 
of  Technology, Owerri 
(FUTO).

Professor Oti, a native 
of  Afikpo North Local 
Government Area of  the 
State scaled through a 
thorough screening of  7 
candidates listed for the 
position to emerge.

She is a Professor of  

Umahi congratulates Oti as new FUTO VC
Soil Science and Envi-
ronmental Conserva-
tion, a three-time Head 
of  Department of  Soil 
Science and Technology 
in the School of  Agri-
cultural and Agriculture 
Technology (SAAT) and 
the immediate past chair-
man, Gender Policy Unit 
who has spent over 34yrs 
in academics, teaching 
research and administra-
tion in the Nigerian uni-
versity system with inter-
national exposure.

Umahi in a statement 
issued by his Special 
Assistant on Media and 
Publicity, Francis Nwa-
ze congratulated Prof. 

Oti on her well-deserved 
attainment and wished 
her well in her service to 
humanity. He expressed 
hope that with the Vice 
Chancellor’s wealth of  
knowledge in academics 

spanning over 35 years, 
she would do Ebonyians 
proud in her new posi-
tion.

“Ebonyians are noted 
for hard work all over the 
world and it is that hard 

work that has brought 
you this far, I have no 
doubt in my mind that 
you will do us proud in 
this your new position 
knowing very well the 
stuff  you are made.  You 

can always count on our 
prayers and moral sup-
port” He prayed to God 
to continue to strengthen 
and guide the Vice-Chan-
cellor in the daily exercise 
of  her office.

Cleric tasks religious 
leaders to lead fight 
against hunger, poverty
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Tehillah Ambas-
sadors Foundation 
(TAF) has called on 

religious leaders to see the 
fight against poverty and 
hunger in Nigeria as their 
own fight. 

Rev. Amb. Wisdom 
Madukwe of  the foundation 
said the call became neces-
sary as people of  all walks of 
live including well meaning 
individuals and government 
have forgotten the real gos-
pel of  Jesus Christ.

The President of  Tehillah 
Arena Gospel Centre, Aba 
Abia State, Madukwe said 
this during the “Operation 
Feed 1000 Persons” pro-
gramme organized by the 
Foundation to commemo-
rate his birthday in Aba.

He called on everyone who 
can assist the less privileged 
in one way or the other to 
join hands with him and do 
so, adding that giving to the 
poor is tantamount to giving 
to God.

News Echo reports that 
hundreds of  persons that 
attended the programme 
received bags of  rice, as the 
Foundation plans to move 
into the streets for medical 
outreach for the less privi-
leged.

In his speech during the 
distribution of  the 1000 bags 
of  rice, Madukwe said that 
the gesture was in replica-
tion of  the love Jesus Christ 
showed to the hungry while 
on earth. 

He said, “As far as Bible 
and church is concerned, 
everything is not prayers. 
You can’t tell me that some-
one will come to you, in-
forming you that I and my 
children have nothing to 
eat, you have money in 
your pocket and you asked 

that man to kneel down for 
prayers, you’re stupid”. 

“You’re completely wrong. 
That prayer can’t give food. 
My message to religious 
leaders is to subscribe to 
what Christ did. How he 
took care of  the less privi-
leged, fed them and brought 
them closer

“I know what it means to 
be poor, I understand how it 
feels to sleep on empty stom-
ach and I understand what it 
means for your children to 
say they’re hungry. I may not 
be from a poor family, but I 
have experience.

Madukwe called on all 
those who have the hunger 
to see the poor and less priv-
ileged happy to join hands 
with him and rescue families 
suffering from abject poverty 
and deprivation.

Wife of  the cleric, Kosara-
chi Wisdom Madukwe, said 
that God has been using 
the Tehillah Ambassadors 
Foundation to bless indigent 
families; a process she said 
will continue rendering help 
to the needy.

National Sports Festival:  
Victorious Team Delta gets N250m  
From Olise Nwagbogwu,
 Asaba

G
overnor of  Delta 
State, Senator Dr. 
Ifeanyi Okowa 

took to the social media 
to pour encomiums on 
Team Delta for success-
fully defending its consec-
utive champion trophy at 
the National Sports Festi-
val, hosted in Benin City, 
Edo State.

Team Delta hauled a to-
tal of  158 gold, 116 silver 
and 110 bronze medals to 
retain its unbeaten victo-
ry record at the festival, 
tagged ‘Edo 2020’. 

World Youth Day: Bishop cautions 
youths against social vices 
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Catholic Bishop 
of  Awka Diocese, 
Most Reverend Pau-

linus Ezeokafor has warned 
youths against indulging in 
nefarious activities capable 
of  jeopardizing their future.

Most Reverend Ezeokafor 
gave the advice at a special 
mass held at Assumption 
Parish, Nimo to mark this 
year’s World Youth Day 
celebration of  the Catholic 
Youth Organisation of  Ni-
geria (CYON), Awka Dio-
cese.

 Ezeokafor represented 
by the Vicar General Two, 
Awka Diocese, Rever-
end Father Peter Akaenyi, 
lamented that lack of  fear of  
God and indiscipline on the 
part of  youths have robbed 
young people of  their vital 
position in the society and 
charged CYON to concen-
trate more on winning back 
the youths for Christ and 
the society.

In a reception held after the 
mass, the Chairman on the 
occasion and the sponsor, 
Hon. Pete Ibida, represent-
ing Njikoka Two Constitu-
ency in the Anambra state 

House of  Assembly, who 
noted that World Youth 
Day celebration shows the 
importance the church at-
taches to the youths, asked 
them to show the light in all 
their undertakings and shun 
negative activities that por-
tray them in bad light.

On his part, the member 
representing Nnewi North 
Constituency in the Anam-
bra State House of  Assem-
bly, Hon. Nonso Okafor 
called on youths to use the 
World Youth Day cele-
bration to make amends 
where necessary, even as 
he charged them to aspire 

The governor had prom-
ised the athletes of  N1 
million cash reward for 
gold medal and varying 
cash rewards for other 
medals and considering 
the medal haul, the state 
government would be 
doling out no less than 
N250 million in fulfill-
ment of  the promise.

Governor Okowa im-
mediately took to his 
Facebook page and 
wrote: “To all our ath-
letes, coaches and tech-
nical staff: #WeDidIt! 
On behalf  of  the govern-
ment and people of  our 

Anyanwu charges Uzodimma on
payment of salary, pension 
By Chigozie Uzosike

A 
PDP chieftain, 
Senator Samu-
el Anyanwu has 

called on the present APC 
government in the state to 
look beyond road rehabil-
itation, and address issues 
of  salary cuts and pension 
matters.

He said that in as much 
as good road network was 
a veritable tool that can 
boost the economic pro-
duce in the state, there was 
need for government to be 
responsive in the payment 
of  salary and pensions.

He urged the state govern-

ment to fast track the com-
pletion of  ongoing road 
projects before the rainy 
season, regretting that Imo 
people had suffered untold 
hardship occasioned by 
bad governance in the past 
and should not be allowed 
to experience same again.

According to him, “one 
of  the major legacies of  
a good administration is 
prompt payment of  sal-
aries, pensions and con-
struction of  quality road 
network”, adding that Imo 
people would not beg the 
APC government for that, 
pointing out that it re-
mains their constitutional 

for elective positions as 
the “Not too young to run 
bill”, passed by the national 
Assembly has removed the 
constitutional blockage that 
prevented them from aspir-
ing for elective positions.

In his address, the Presi-
dent Catholic Youth Organ-
isation of  Nigeria, Awka 
Diocese, Comrade Augus-
tine Ubosi, explained that 
the world youth day cele-
bration is an annual event 
for young people initiated 
by Pope John Paul the ll in 
1985 to remind youths of  
their roles in church and na-
tion building.

great state, Delta: We are 
proud of  you!”

In same spirit, the Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP), Delta State, cel-
ebrated Team Delta for 
successfully defending 
its champion’s title at the 
National Sports Fiesta in 
Edo state.

The party was particu-
larly delighted that Team 
Delta recorded an im-
pressive total haul of  158 
gold medals (and a total 
of  384 medals) at the 20th 
National sports competi-
tion, ahead of  its closest 
rival Edo State with 129 

gold medals (and a total 
of  341 medals).

In a statement by the 
State Publicity Secretary, 
Dr. Ifeanyi Osuoza, the 
PDP noted that “by this 
overwhelming defence of  
its champion’s title, Team 
Delta has once again con-
firmed its superiority in 
sports in Nigeria.”

“This is indeed a testi-
mony of  the support and 
encouragement given to 
sports development and 
sportsmen and women in 
the State, by our amiable 
and sports-loving Gover-
nor, Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa.

rights to enjoy them.
He appealed to the gov-

ernment to urgently look 
into the plight of  civil serv-
ants and pensioners in the 
state, adding that it is un-
fair for anyone to abandon 
those that spent their lives 
in the service of  the state.

Anyanwu while com-
mending the state govern-
ment for putting all security 
measures in place, charged 
Imo people to guard 
against strange movement 
within their communities 
and report same to appro-
priate quarters for prompt 
action as part of  efforts to 
protect lives and proper-
ties.

Owners of undeveloped 
plots may lose them 
– Abia Ministry of  Lands
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Abia State Ministry of  
Lands, Survey and Ur-

ban Planning has concluded 
arrangements to carry out 
enumeration and verifica-
tion exercises in some state-
owned housing estates.

The ministry, according to 
a directive from the alter-
nate Permanent Secretary, 
Mr. Jonathan Alozie, said 
that the enumeration and 
verification exercises would 
be used to fish out some de-
faulting land owners who 
have refused to develop 

their plots after many years 
of  allotments.

The permanent secretary 
made it clear that owners 
of  such plots would have 
themselves to blame as any 
undeveloped plots may be 
revoked.

He listed the affected es-
tates to include Isiama 
Afara (Isimkpa), Rede-
signed IBB GRA phase 1, 
Government station (Ogu-
rube), and Isiama Ohafia 
government station layouts, 
saying  that high level of  
speculating and prospect-
ing were going on in such 
areas, yet no commensurate  
development.
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T
he Senator Repre-
senting lmo West 
senatorial District, 

Owelle Rochas Okoro-
cha has been released 
from the Economic and 
Financial Crime Com-
mission (EFCC).

In a released signed 
by his media Aide, Sam 
Onwuemeodo and made 
available to newsmen, he 
left the Commission’s of-
fice on the afternoon of  
Thursday.

It should be recalled that 
we had in our reaction to 

Okorocha released from EFCC
his trip to the EFCC of-
fice on the invitation of  
the Commission assured 
that the former lmo State 
Governor would fully co-
operate with the agents of  
the Commission, since it 
was operating within the 
armbits of  the law estab-
lishing it.

And we are happy to 
inform that Senator Oko-
rocha lived upto that vow 
or promise.  We didn’t 
bother about whether 
he spent 24 hours or 48 
hours at the Commis-

sion’s office.   We were 
only keen on his having 
the needed opportunity 
to address the allega-
tions contained in the 
avalanche of  petitions 
written by the lmo State 
Government against the 
former governor. 

Remember also that, we 
had alluded that EFCC 
was not a slaughter 
house, but a responsible 
institution, established 
for the good of  the na-
tion and her people.  And 
Okorocha being in his 

house again, only con-
firmed our hypothesis 
that, indeed, the Com-
mission’s office is not an 
abattoir. 

We thank Nigerians 
who had called or sent 
messages of  solidarity, 
encouragement and sup-
port for the Senator.  We 
thank those who had also 
done same from outside 
the Country. 

It would be recalled that 
last Tuesday by 4pm, 
the operatives of  EFCC 
arrested him in his resi-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
here was jubilation 
as Umuchu com-
munity in Aguata 

Council Area presented 
certificates of  recognition 
to some of  her illustrious 
sons for their outstand-
ing contributions towards 
COVID- 19 interventions 
and revamping of  security 
outfit in the community.

The recognition which 

Anambra community 
honours indigenes for 
selfless service 

was held at Umuchu Town 
hall, also featured unveil-
ing of  raffle draw for cul-
tural unification of  the 
community

 The Traditional ruler of  
Umuchu, Igwe Godson 
Ezechukwu, observed that 
the recognition, was to 
appreciate the donors for 
contributing in advancing 
the course of  the commu-
nity.

The President- General, 
Umuchu Improvement 
Union, Engineer Emeka 
Ononuju, who recalled 
sacrifices made by the re-
cipients, thanked those 
who helped in alleviating 
the plights of  the commu-
nity members, especially 
in cushioning the effects 
of  COVID -19 pandem-
ic, which brought untold 
hardship to families.

He explained that the 
donors’ positive respons-
es and acts of  charity sus-
tained the rural dwellers 
and helped in reviving the 
security structure in the 
community. 

Speaking at the event, the 
Chairman, Cultural Com-
mittee of  the community, 
Chief  Chris Ezeoguine, 
extolled series of  measures 
initiated to strengthen cul-
tural unification of  Umu-
chu community and called 
on members to key into the 
raffle draw project to move 
the community forward.

Honourable John Nwokoye, left, Honourable Chukwuma Umeoji (Middle) and 
Honourable Edward Ibuzor, right, during Umeoji campaign of�ce inauguration 
in Awka, on Thursday.

FRSC approves promotion 
of 36 corps commanders 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Federal Road 
Safety Commission 
(FRSC), has ap-

proved the promotion of 
one Assistant Corps Mar-
shal (ACM) to the rank 
of  Deputy Corps Marshal 
(DCM), nine Corps Com-
manders (CC) to the rank 
of  Assistant Corps Mar-
shal (ACM) and twenty-six 
Deputy Corps Command-
ers (DCC) to the rank of 
Corps Commander.

The approval, according 
to Corps Public Education 
Officer, Bisi Kazeem, came 
at the end of  the meeting 
of  the Commission Mon-
day, ratifying the resolution 
of  the Establishment Com-
mittee of  FRSC on pro-
motion of  Senior Officers, 
where the exercise was dili-
gently deliberated upon.

He said the promotion 
takes effect from April 
and gave the list of  the Of-
ficers promoted to Deputy 
Corps Marshal as; Assis-
tant Corps Marshal, Victor 
Nwokolo to represent the 
South Eastern Zone of  the 
country following the re-
tirement of  DCM Kenneth 
Nwaegbe.

Three other ACMs who 
were also promoted with 
the mandate to proceed on 
terminal leave with imme-
diate effect are; ACM Ke-
hinde Adeleye, in charge of 
Policy, Research and Statis-
tics Department at the na-
tional headquarters, ACM 
Godwin O. Ogagaoghene, 
the Zonal Commanding 
Officer in charge of  Benin 
Zonal Command, as well 
as ACM Edward A. ZAM-
BER, the Zonal Com-
manding Officer in charge 
of  Yola Zonal Command.

The nine Corps Com-
manders promoted to 
ACM are, Corps Com-
mander Kumapayi Ayo-

dele who is presently the 
Sector Commander An-
ambra State, Corps Com-
mander Wobin Gora, 
Sector Commander FCT, 
Corps Commander Chidi 
Nkwonta, Sector Com-
mander Bayelsa State, 
Corps Commander Ade-
tunji Adegoke, the Depu-
ty Corps Secretary at the 
National Headquarters 
(RSHQ) Abuja, and Corps 
Commander Godwin 
Omiko, Deputy Comman-
dant, FRSC Command 
and Staff  College, Enugu.

Others are; The head, 
Policy Advisory Unit, un-
der the Office of  the Corps 
Marshal, at the National 
Headquarters (RSHQ) 
Abuja, CC Emmanuel 
Nnanna Obot, CC Yerima 
Musa Ramalan fwc in the 
Department of  Policy, Re-
search and Statistics at the 
national headquarters, CC 
Rindon Kunven, in charge 
of  the Corps Safety Engi-
neering Office, CC Sunday 
Iyamah in charge of  the 
Corps Budget Office at the 
national headquarters.

The Commission’s 
Chairman, Bukhari Bello 
expressed delight over the 
attitude of  transparency 
and objectivity that herald-
ed the whole process and 
urged the promoted Of-
ficers to show more com-
mitment and rededicate 
themselves to achieving 
the corporate mission of 
the Corps which is to erad-
icate road traffic crashes 
and create a safer motor-
ing environment in the 
country.

The Corps Marshal, Dr. 
Boboye Oyeyemi, equally 
congratulated the newly 
elevated Officers for their 
excellent performances 
during the exercise, not-
ing that every promotion 
comes with greater respon-
sibilities.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra state 
Commiss ione r 
for Basic Edu-

cation, Professor Kate 
Omenugha has said that 
plans are ongoing for the 
installation of  surveil-
lance cameras and other 
devices to monitor exam-
inations in schools across 
the state.

Professor Omenugha 
stated this in an interview 
with newsmen in Awka 
where she noted that 
the initiative would help 
stamp out examination 
malpractice in the state.

According to the com-
missioner, Governor Wil-
lie Obiano has approved 
the installation of  surveil-
lance cameras, Internet 
Protocols and other nec-
essary gadgets to all exist-
ing examination halls in 
public schools within the 
state as part of  the revolu-

WASC 2021: Examination halls get 
surveillance camera - Anambra commissioner 

tionary plans to improve 
education in the state.

According to her, this 
technology will help 
watch and monitor stu-
dents while they take 
exams such as the West 
African Senior School 
Certificate Examination, 
WASSCE or the Junior 
West Africa Examina-

tion Council.
She said it will prevent 

students from cheating 
during exams as well as 
help instill in students 
the confidence that they 
need to read and face ex-
aminations without any 
external aid.

However, Omenugha 
also stated that private 

schools in the state have 
been directed to also in-
stall IP cameras in their 
examination halls, while 
adding that any school 
that is found aiding ex-
amination malpractice 
would be properly dealt 
with or the government 
taking further actions 
by shutting down the 
school.

Wike says Rivers cassava 
processing factory ready 
From Chukwidi Chidiebere,
Port Harcourt 

The Rivers State Gover-
nor, Nyesom Ezenwo 

Wike has said that his ad-
ministration has successfully 
completed the State cassava 
processing factory that will 
buy-off  cassava tubers from 
3000 Rivers farmers regular-
ly.

Wike noted that in 2015, 
when he assumed office, 
Shell Petroleum Develop-
ment Company (SPDC), 

was downsizing its opera-
tions in the country, and it 
was going to impede actu-
alizing the cassava factory 
if  nothing was done, adding 
that his administration took 
the decision to finance the 
project and today it has paid 
off  because it is now com-
pleted and ready for produc-
tion with its attendant job 
creation benefits. 

“We put all the funds we 
could muzzle and today, we 
give God the glory that we 
have achieved it. 3000 farm-

ers will be benefitting. If  you 
calculate 3000 farmers mak-
ing money and the multipli-
er effects, you’ll be talking 
about 6000 persons.

Wike noted that there 
should not have been delay 
for the Central Bank of  Ni-
geria to support such venture 
especially that they saw the 
level of  zeal and commit-
ment the state shown which 
was also in line with Federal 
Government policy that cas-
sava flour should a compo-
nent of  baking flour.
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ontroversy has continued 

Cto trail the Ebubeagu 
security outfit since the 

announcement by the South East 
governors after their meeting in 
Owerri. While a few have 
applauded it many have also 
thrown stone at it adducing one 
reason or another. There are very 
strong reservations against the 
group drawing from the manner 
and circumstances that it was 
formed.

Following the announcement is 
the criticism that the South East 
governors are unserious and 
perhaps playing politics with 
their claim of forming the group. 
Those who canvass this view 
hinge their argument that unlike 
the Amotekun from the South 
West there was every preparation 
made the day it was announced.

These include the display of its 
insignia, the operational vehicles, 
the working tools, the personnel, 
the enabling legislation etc. In 
what seemed the inability of the 
federal government to provide 
security amidst the shout of 
restructuring many ethnic groups 
have opted to take measures to 
protect its own people. 

Thus, we have the Hisbah in the 
North, the Amotekun in the 
South West and none in the South 
East. It was reported that much 
earlier the idea to establish a 
security outfit was first mooted in 
the South East ever before the 
idea was conceived in the South 
West. The South East governors 
allegedly in order not to hurt their 
northern oligarch masters went to 
sleep.

The Independent People of 
Biafra (IPOB) led by Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu formed the Eastern 
Security Network (ESN) which is 
now alleged to be the master 
minds of insecurity in the South 
East. The officials of the federal 
authorities have alleged they were 
responsible for the twin attacks 
on Owerri Prison and the Imo 
State Police headquarters even 
though the group have since 

denied it.
It is widely speculated that it is 

in response to check the activities 
of ESN that the governors woke 
up from slumber to form the new 
outfit. Could this really have 
arisen as an afterthought and how 
well meaning are the governors 
who midwife it? Feelers from 
across the Igbo land have given 
thumbs down to it.

Reactions from Nnamdi Kanu 
have warned all those joining the 
Ebubeagu group to be ready to 
join their ancestors' signposting a 
likely conflict between the two 
groups. Those who stick with 
ESN said it was borne out of 
patriotism to save the helpless 
Igbo citizens while the governor's 
was borne out of politics and 
vindictiveness.

News Echo wishes to warn that 
the existence of the two groups 
will likely increase insecurity 
within the region rather than 
abate it given that the founders of 
the duo are people who are at 
daggers drawn with each other. It 
would have been better the 
governors adopt the ESN and 
improve on its operation. The 
governors it must be pointed out 
by their actions and inactions 
have since distanced themselves 
from the led in arresting the 
security challenges prevailing in 
the region. Their responses to the 
numerous herdsmen attack on the 
lives of the people and their 
properties have been weak if any 
that is.

It is doubtful if they will be able 
to mobilize the support of the 
people for a successful operation 
when there is already a group 
filling the gap, legitimately or 
not. Again, some of the states are 
still weighed down by unsettled 
huge wage bill. Finance remains a 
critical success factor. 

We suggest the governors do 
another review of their pet 
project to ensure successful 
delivery rather than hurrying into 
it as a counter measure.

Friday, April 16, 2021

Ebubeagu security
outfit, an afterthought?
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Discourse

By Niran Adedokun

P
onder this irony:  On 
the same day that mi-
croblogging site, Twit-
ter, announced the 

decision to situate its Africa op-
erational base in Ghana (to the 
chagrin of  Nigerians), Porn-
hub, described as the world’s 
leading free pornography site, 
hinted that the University of 
Ibadan might be its African 
headquarters. 

To be sure, no one can tell if 
this is truly an official position, 
but the hint came in response to 
a tweet from a Nigerian Twitter 
user who seemed to be confi-
dent of  Nigeria’s pride of  place 
in the porn site’s market share. 
It also came from what appears 
to be the official handle of  the 
pornography site. 

How did it happen? 
Moments after Twitter found-

er, Jack Dorsey, announced the 
decision about Ghana in a tweet, 
many Nigerians on the platform 
started to lament how much of  a 
big loss this was. In the midst of 
all that, a Twitter user, who must 
be familiar with the quantity of 
Nigerian patronage enjoyed by 
the porn site, tweeted as follows: 
“how far @pornhub, when una 
go do headquarters for Africa. 
We know its Nigeria but I’m not 
sure if  its beside lautech, uniilor-
in or unilag. Reply abeg.” 

The reply came 21 minutes lat-
er with a logo of  the University 
of  Ibadan and no text at all!  But 
you must remember that axiom 
that, “pictures speak a thousand 
words.” The message was loud 
and clear. These two tweets have 
generated thousands of  retweets 
and responses expressing emo-
tions ranging from embarrass-

ment, to shock and excitement in 
different quarters. 

It shouldn’t be surprising that 
the voice of  the embarrassed 
would be the loudest. Nigeria is 
a society that thrives on a fusion 
of  the religious and hypocritical. 
Those in these two categories 
would see the idea of  juxtapos-
ing the prospects and prestige 
of  an organisation like Twitter, 
said to have gained $3.72 billion 
as revenue in 2020. While the 
revenue profile of  Pornhub isn’t 
really clear, a report published by 
Forbes indicated that it received 
42 billion visits in 2019. That is 
at the rate of  115million visits per 
day! 

So, there will be questions of 
what each of  them can contrib-
ute to the Nigerian economy in 
terms of  employments opportu-
nities, technology transfer and 
payment of  taxes. On all fronts, 
everything points towards the 
fact that having Twitter in Nige-
ria would be of  more economic 
benefits to the country than the 
adult entertainment services 
company. 

In fact, Twitter has already in-
dicated its readiness to immedi-
ately fill several roles in product 
and engineering to design, mar-
keting, and communications in 
its Ghana base. It definitely is a 
loss of  some significant propo-
sition for Nigeria. It is one miss 
that should provide some food 
for thought for those who make 
business policies in Nigeria. 

This is more so because Twit-
ter cited Ghana’s democratic cre-
dentials as “a supporter of  free 
speech, online freedom, and the 
open Internet,” alongside its re-
cent appointment as secretariat 
of  the African Continental Free 
Trade Area as an incentive for its 
choice. So, therein lies a memo 
to Nigeria: No business entity 

wants to be subjected to the va-
garies of  regulatory agencies 
withdrawing licences, clamping 
down on innovations for nothing 
but a lack of  understanding of  its 
operation or being sued by atten-
tion seeking busybodies. 

While we are at this howev-
er, something agitates the mind 
about the thought of  Pornhub 
as even a remote relief  from the 
pains that the loss of  the Twitter 
headquarters may inflict on the 
psyche of  some Nigerians. So, 
why Pornhub? 

The immediate answer that 
comes to mind is that the site has 
huge patronage in Nigeria. In 
2016, social media strategist and 
data analyst, Subomi Plumptre, 
disclosed in an insightful article 
titled, “Nigeria, we’ve got a sexu-
ality problem!”, that Nigeria has 
overtaken the US for most search 
for pornographic content online. 
She wrote that in 2015 when this 
study was conducted, “The num-
ber of  average monthly searches 
by volume was 135,000 and the 
states with the greatest popular-
ity for porn searches (from high 
to low) were: Enugu, Oyo, Ogun, 
Rivers, Lagos, Abia and Cross 
River. 

The relative popularity of  rape 
porn videos was also above 80, 
with Lagos State leading the 
charge. In 2014, Nigeria ranked 
third globally for the most Goog-
le searches for gay porn!” In 
2019, Pornhub claimed it gained 
a 32% increase in traffic from 
Nigeria and suggested that more 
Nigerian women were embrac-
ing the indulgence. Some data, 
in fact, suggest that an increasing 
number of  Nigerian children are 
getting exposed to internet porn. 

There is a chance to, in spite 
of  the conservative nature of  the 
people of  this country, assume 
that increased exposure to the In-

ternet was bound to lead a lot of 
our compatriots to indulge them-
selves with pornography, what 
do we then say about the produc-
tion and acting of  the same?

Over the past couple of  years, 
a number of  Nigerians have be-
come producers of  pornograph-
ic content, while the number of 
adult entertainment actors swells 
by the day. In fact, since the the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the at-
tendant lockdowns, many young 
Nigerians have taken to all sorts 
of  otherwise strange tendencies 
to make money, for themselves 
and families. So, people twerk 
on social media for a fee and go 
ahead to tease the fancy of  will-
ing patrons to any length they 
desire as long as they are willing 
to pay. 

Anything extraordinary about 
this?

Maybe not, as long as people 
are adults, they possibly are en-
titled to do whatever they want 
with their lives in so far as they do 
not harm anyone or impugn the 
beliefs of  others.  The truth is that 
no matter how strict a society is, 
there are people who choose to 
be deviant, and they would have 
a right to it. What is however im-
portant in the circumstance is the 
motivation for such behaviour 
and the degree to which it goes. 

And this is where the Nigeri-
an situation is worrisome. Most 
well-known adult entertainment 
stars across the world make the 
personal choice, sometimes in 
spite of  some more lucrative op-
tions. But is that the case with 
many of  those who are porn ac-
tors in Nigeria? 

I do not think so. When a 
country allows her children to 
be out of  school (for as long as 
lecturers go on strike in Nigeria) 
and its youths to roam the streets 

without employment, they fall to 
the allure of  otherwise unaccept-
able opportunities that social me-
dia easily throws at us all. 

 Not too long ago, I interviewed 
four young Nigerians who gladly 
owned up to being pornograph-
ic actors, all of  them university 
graduates with the two young 
men of  26 and 30 and currently 
planning to raise money for their 
masters. One of  the young ladies, 
a graduate of  Computer Science 
from one of  the private universi-
ties aspires to become a professor 
of  computer science. 

And when I asked if  she 
thought acting pornography 
would not be an impediment, 
she said she was trying to raise 
money for her studies and sur-
vive from what she does, and 
anyone was free to judge her. As 
far as she is concerned, she is us-
ing what she has to get what she 
wants, things that her parents 
and family cannot provide for 
her and it is nobody’s business 
how she achieves whatever she 
chooses! 

This is pretty much the mindset 
that a lot of  young Nigerians, lost 
in the wilderness of  lack of  care 
that Nigeria has become, they 
allow the wind of  every circum-
stance blow anyhow it would.  
When Twitter shuns Nigeria, 
they seek Pornhub, when they 
do not have jobs and are hungry, 
they seek roles in porn movies, or 
try prostitution or take to cheap 
drugs as a palliative. With all of 
these, the tendency for empathy 
for others as well as love, concern 
and deep thought for the devel-
opment of  the country gets erod-
ed by the day. Those who lead 
Nigeria today do not realise how 
much these congregate to harm 
the country and its future. 

Adedokun tweets @niranadedokun 

President Buhari of Nigeria 

Twitter goes to Ghana, Pornhub comes to Nigeria?

President Akufo-Ado of Ghana
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P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari in his inau-
gural speech on May 
29, 2015 promised ex-

pectant citizens that he would: 
“tackle head-on the enormous 
challenges of  insecurity and 
pervasive corruption. Nigeri-
ans will not regret that they 
have entrusted national re-
sponsibility to us.” Yet, his gov-
ernment is doing very little to 
address the growing insecurity, 
widespread corruption, and 
associated human rights viola-
tions in the country.

Available evidence shows 
increasing violence, insecurity, 
and abductions, leading inevi-
tably to arbitrary deprivation of  
lives, and many other human 
rights abuses, and illustrating 
the troubling gap between Mr 
Buhari’s promise and action. 

According to Amnesty In-
ternational, tens of  thousands 
of  people have been killed as a 
result of  violence and serious 
crimes in many parts of  the 
country. Herdsmen and farm-
ers clashes have worsened un-
der Mr Buhari government’s 
watch. Several students remain 
missing after gunmen attacked 
the Federal College of  Forestry 
in Kaduna State.

Abductions of  schoolchil-
dren, teachers and their fam-
ilies have become routine, re-
sulting in closure of  over 600 
schools, including in Sokoto; 
Zamfara; Kano; Katsina; Ni-
ger; and Yobe states. Those 
statistics should cause concern 
to any government. But the Bu-
hari government seems to lack 
the political will and determi-
nation required to address the 
critical human rights situation.

School closures caused by in-
security and violence have ex-
acerbated existing inequalities, 
as children who are already 
most at risk of  being excluded 
from a quality education have 
been disproportionately affect-
ed. Yet, Nigeria has endorsed 
the Safe Schools Declaration, 
an inter-governmental polit-
ical commitment to protect 
schools, students, and educa-
tion personnel from being at-
tacked.

To make matters worse, vic-
tims of  violence, killings and 
abductions, and their families 
are left to fend for themselves 
and rarely receive any effective 
remedy. Impunity for perpe-
trators continues to facilitate 
the repetition of  violence and 
serious crimes, and associated 
human rights abuses, as well as 
the total defenselessness of  vic-
tims and their families. 

All too often, corruption, the 
lack of  political will, and some-
times negligence to effectively 

Security: Time to stop empty rhetoric 
investigate and prosecute vio-
lent acts also create a climate 
that is conducive to a cycle of  
violence, since society sees no 
evidence of  willingness by the 
State to take effective action to 
sanction such acts.

Violence and insecurity are 
exacerbated by years of  cor-
ruption in the law enforce-
ment sector, and among the 
political class. Only recently, 
the National Security Adviser, 
Babagana Monguno, report-
edly stated that $1 billion arms 
funds are missing under Mr Bu-
hari government’s watch. Mr 
Buhari should have seized the 
moment, and referred the mat-
ter to appropriate anti-corrup-
tion agencies for investigation. 
Instead, Mr Monguno denied 
making the statement, despite 
the translated version of  the 
BBC Hausa interview suggest-
ing that he was not misquoted. 
Many questions remain unan-
swered, reinforcing the need 
for an independent investiga-
tion to establish the truth.

Corruption ‘kills’, and has a 
wide range of  other corrosive 
effects on societies. It under-
mines the rule of  law, erodes 
the quality of  life, allows in-
security, violence and other 
threats to human security to 
flourish, thus leading to hu-
man rights abuses. By diverting 
funds, corruption exacerbates 
threats to people’s dignity and 
livelihood, as it undermines a 
government’s ability to protect 
and ensure the human rights of  
its population.

While violence and killings 
have been a longstanding prob-
lem, and predate this adminis-
tration, the absence of  leader-
ship and the requisite political 
will by Mr Buhari government 
to genuinely combat the prob-
lem, implement human rights 
reforms and observe the rule 
of  law has continued to exacer-
bate the problem. 

There remain serious short-
comings in the way law en-
forcement and security agen-
cies work to prevent, deter and 
suppress violence and serious 
crimes across the country. 
Apart from fostering impuni-
ty, the absence of  effective and 
corruption-free law enforce-
ment and intelligence appa-
ratus also increases the sense 
of  insecurity within the public 
and its mistrust of  these insti-
tutions. 

Both the federal and state 
governments spend roughly 
$670 million (about N242 bil-
lion) yearly as “security votes” 
but Mr Buhari and the 36 state 
governors have resisted at-
tempts by civil society groups 
seeking information on how 

the funds are spent, and to pre-
vent misuse and embezzlement 
of  public funds in the name of  
security votes.

Violence, abductions, and 
corruption intersect where law 
enforcement agencies are cor-
rupt and, in some cases, com-
plicit in gross violations of  hu-
man rights.

The milieu into which vio-
lence, abductions, and corrup-
tion merge is extremely threat-
ening to the rule of  law and 
respect for human rights in the 
country. The failure of  the fed-
eral and state governments to 
recognize the centrality of  this 
trinity is one factor that contin-
ues to allow this nexus to flour-
ish.

The rhetoric of  Mr Buhari’s 
promise is further illustrated 
by the government’s apparent 
unwillingness to design and 
implement credible policies to 
prevent and combat violence 
and crimes, and to promote the 
rule of  law. 

The issue of  people’s securi-
ty and safety has for too long 
taken the back-seat. Yet, it is 
the duty of  any serious govern-
ment to guarantee the human 
rights to life and security of  the 
population.

This failure to exercise re-

sponsibility to promote and 
ensure the security and safety 
of  the population constitutes 
a serious breach of  the Nigeri-
an government’s human rights 
obligations, including under 
the Nigerian Constitution 1999 
(as amended), and the African 
Charter on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights to which Nigeria is 
a state party.

Both the Nigerian Consti-
tution and the African Char-
ter guarantee and protect the 
rights to life, physical integrity, 
and liberty among others re-
lating to people’s security. As 
a corollary, the government is 
required to ensure the effective 
functioning and operation of  
governmental apparatus and, 
in general, all the structures 
through which public power is 
exercised, so that it is capable 
of  juridically ensuring the free 
and full enjoyment of  human 
rights.

It is not sufficient to abstain 
from violating this right: posi-
tive and specific measures are 
also required to respond to the 
needs of  those who require 
protection because of  the spe-
cific risks they face or their sit-
uation of  marginalization and 
discrimination.  The main pur-
pose is to ensure that no one 

is arbitrarily deprived of  their 
lives, and other human rights.

Clearly, mere promises are 
not enough. The government 
must move swiftly to match its 
words with serious and con-
crete action to guarantee the 
human rights of  all people in 
Nigeria if  it is to be taken seri-
ously on its oft-expressed com-
mitment to stop the persistent 
corruption, violence, abduc-
tions and other human rights 
crimes.

It’s important for the Buhari 
government to urgently end the 
impunity that continues to fa-
cilitate a culture of  official cor-
ruption, violence, abductions 
and killings across the country, 
and to ensure access to justice 
and effective remedies for vic-
tims.

Mr Buhari should prompt-
ly refer the allegation by his 
National Security Adviser to 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission and In-
dependent Corrupt Practices 
and Other Related Offences 
Commission for thorough and 
transparent investigation, and 
to ensure suspected perpe-
trators are brought to justice, 
and the recovery of  any miss-
ing public funds. The federal 
and state governments should 
honour freedom of  informa-
tion requests, including by 
the anti-corruption watchdog 
Socio-Economic Rights and 
Accountability Project seek-
ing access to information in 
the spending of  security votes 
meant to secure people’s lives 
and other human rights.

Similarly, Mr Buhari’s gov-
ernment must end its persistent 
refusal to implement court or-
ders, including the judgment by 
Justice Hadiza Rabiu Shagari 
ordering the government to 
tell Nigerians about the stolen 
assets it allegedly recovered, 
with details of  the amounts in-
volved.

Doing this would contribute 
to improving the security of  the 
people and guaranteeing the 
rule of  law, as well as respect 
for human rights. As Aristotle 
pointed out: “It is better for the 
law to rule than one of  its citi-
zens, so even the guardians of  
the laws are obeying the laws.”

Mr Buhari needs to end slo-
gans and empty rhetoric, wake 
up to his responsibility, and act 
before the insecurity situation 
gets worse. Addressing the peo-
ple on his strategy for tackling 
the problems should be the eas-
iest place to start.

Olaniyan, author of Corruption 
and Human Rights Law in Africa, 
is legal adviser at Amnesty Inter-
national’s International 
Secretariat, London.

Buhari
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o l l y w o o d  s t a r , 

NS h a r o n  O o j a ,  i s 
beautiful and she 

knows it. She does not hesitate 
to drop breathtaking photos on 
Instagram from time to time. 
The screen diva recently 
celebrated her 30th birthday 
and it is pretty safe to say that 
she does not look it in any way. 

Birthday Princess 
There's no better way to 

start this piece than with the 
jaw-dropping photo the actress 
dropped to celebrate her 
birthday. Sharon has got a 
great body no doubt, but this 
dress brings it out like never 
before. 

Marilyn Vibes
Only a few people have 

p u l l e d  o f f  t h i s  l o o k 
successfully and we are glad to 

add Ooja to the list. She also 
needs to consider making 
black one of  her favourite 
colours if  it is not yet. Her skin 
in this dress is everything! 

Legs for Days 
Everyone knows that great 

long legs are quite hard to 
come by and this is one of  
Sharon's department. We love 
this photo especially because 
she did not come to play with 
the outfit and poses. 

Santa's Assistant 
A typical Christmas photo 

will have people wearing a 
Santa costume with caps and 
decorations, but this talented 
actress decided to ho out of  the 
norm. The outfit is just the 
right amount of  red, and do we 
need to bring the legs to your 
attention again? 

Green With Envy 
This is how you pull up to 

any event just to steal the show. 
A great body that adjusts to 
different styles is another great 
asset Sharon possesses. It is 
everything in this photo for us. 

Forza Speciale
This was the title given to 

the actress in the movie 
Oloture,  and she total ly 
deserves it. Sharon is a 10 over 
1 0  b a b e  a n d  s h e  l o o k s 
gorgeous as ever in this ankara 
and lace piece. 

Boss Babe
Black sure has a way of  

bringing Sharon's beauty out 
in a new light. This is an outfit 
for confident babes who know 
that they have got what it takes 
to rock it. Do we still need to 
shout that the gorgeous beauty 
is definitely on that list? 

opular Nigerian rap Partiste, CDQ, was on 
Friday night arrested by 

operatives of  the National 
D r u g  L aw  E n f o r c e m e n t 
Agency NDLEA, for allegedly 
b e i n g  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
Cannabis in Lagos.

The spokesperson of  the 
agency, Femi Babafemi, during 
an interview with newsmen 
said the agency got information 
t h a t  t h e  r a p p e r  w a s  i n 
possession of  the banned 
substance and stormed his 
Lekki home and arrested him.

Babafemi said he has been 
granted bail but is expected 
back in custody today as he is 
still under investigation.

“Yes, CDQ was arrested in 
his house at Lekki for being in 
possession of  cannabis. He was 
arrested based on credible 
information on Wednesday 
night but he was granted 
administrative bail.

“He is expected back into 
custody on Thursday because 
investigation is still ongoing.

“Some substances  were 
found and he mentioned some 
names of  some other big 
artistes,” he said.

Babafemi further noted that 
t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e 
investigation would determine 
if  the rapper would be charged 
to court or counseled by the 
agency.

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
Sharon Ooja at 30: 7 stunning photos of the
exciting actress as she climbs the third floor 

Rapper CDQ arrested
for allegedly being in
possession of cannabis
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igerian reality TV star 

NMercy Eke has asked 
her fans to stop asking 

about her ex-boyfriend, Ike. 
The winner of  the fourth 

season of  Big Brother Naija 
made this known during a 
question and answer session 
with her fans via her YouTube 
channel. 

"First of  all, a breakup 

Am e r i c a n  s i n ge r 
Jennifer Lopez and 
h e r  e s t r a n g e d 

fiance Alex Rodriguez have 
officially called off  their 
engagement. 

In a joint statement 
released on Thursday, April 
15, 2021, the former couple 
said they would be g o i

igerian reality 

NTV star Nina 
has made a big 

fuss over the likes and 
comments she got on 
I n s t a g r a m  f r o m 
A m e r i c a n  c e l e b r i t y 
Khloe Kardashian. 

The former Big Brother 
Naija reality TV star had 
shared one of  her Tik Tok 
videos on her Instagram 
page on April 5, 2021, 
and Khloe liked and 
commented on the video. 

Thrilled by her like and 

comments, 
the wife and 
mother of  
one took to 
h e r 
Instagram 
Stories on Thursday, 
April  15, where she 
announced it to all her 
fans. 

''What did I just see my 

f a v o u r i t e 
@ k h l o e k a r d a s h i a n 
comment and like my last 
two posts. I love you so 
much Koko," she wrote.

Nina was one of  the 
housemates from the 
third season of  Nigeria's 
most-watched reality TV 
show, Big Brother Naija.

ng their separate ways but 
would remain as friends. 

"We have realized we 
are better as friends 
and look forward 
to remaining so. 
W e  w i l l 
cont inue to 
work together 
and support 

each other 
o n  o u r 
s h a r e d 

businesses and projects," 
they told The Today Show. 

"We wish the best for 
e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  o n e 

another's children. Out 
of  respect for them, the 
only other comment 
we have to say is 

t h a n k  y o u  t o 

everyone who has sent kind 
words and support." 

It would be recalled that 
the couple sent social media 
into a frenzy after it was 
reported that their two years 
engagement had been called 
off. 

According to PageSix, 
the couple ended their 

C
ardi B and 
M e g a n 
T h e e 

Stallion performed 
their controversial 
song WAP at the 
Grammy Awards 
and people were 
not happy about 
it. The song has 
received endless 
backlash and this 
t i m e  w a s  n o 
different. It was 
brave of  Cardi B 

and Megan Thee 
Stallion to perform the 

song, let alone for the 
Grammy Awards planners 
to let it happen. 

It has been reported that 
over 1000 complaints have 
been given pertaining to the 

performance. 
Cardi B and Megan Thee 

Stallion put on a good show, we 
will give them that, but they did 
not receive the applause they 
were expecting – maybe the 
negative attention is what they 
were seeking? One person who 
witnessed the performance 
said: “It was as if  they were 
dancing in a strip club. The 
outfits they were wearing and 
the movements they did were 

absolutely disgusting.” 
T h e  p e o p l e  w h o 

complained all stated that the 
song, dance movements, and 
outfits were all below the belt 
and should not have been on an 
awards ceremony that families 
all over the world watch. Some 
say the Grammy Awards 
needed an age restriction. 

relationship in the wake of  
his scandal with “Southern 
Char m” s tar  Madison 
LeCroy. 

The  couple,  i t  was 
reported, decided to call it 
quits after the scandal broke. 

They reportedly tried to 
amend what was left of  the 
relationship during their 

time in the Dominican 
Republic. 

Jlo as she is fondly 
called began dating the 
former New York Yankees 
star in 2017. 

In March 2019, they 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r 
engagement. 

happened. We are done like 
done done done. I see a lot of  
people say it is part of  their 
stunt, listen, I don't stunt, you 
see that ship? It sank a long time 
ago," she said. 

"I'm in a happy place, he is 
good, he is living up, I'm good, 
I'm living up and I think we 
should just put an end to this. 
Stop flooding my timeline with 

this silly question. We are over. 
So let's just keep it moving, we 
are done." 

It would be recalled that in 
November 2020, the reality TV 
star had during a similar Q&A 
with fans revealed that she was 
married. 

She also revealed that her 
relationship with Ike was over.

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
'Stop asking me about Ike
- BBNaija's Mercy warns fans 

Jennifer Lopez and Alex
Rodriguez confirm split 

Cardi B & Megan's Grammy
'Wap' performance receives
tons of complaints 

BBNaija's Nina gushes
over Khloe Kardashian's
like and comment

Mercy

Cardi B, Meghan

Rodriguez

NinaNinaNina

LopezLopezLopez
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T
he Chairman of  
South East Gov-
ernors’ Forum 

and Governor of  Ebonyi 
State, Chief  David Uma-
hi has said that the newly 
launched Ebubeagu Securi-
ty outfit has been deployed 
to quell pockets of  distur-
bances in parts of  the zone.

Governor Umahi stat-
ed this while featuring on 
Channels Television Break-
fast Programme “Sunrise” 
on Wednesday. Umahi 
who stated that the Securi-
ty outfit was already doing 
well in assisting other con-
ventional security appara-
tus to combat kidnapping, 
banditry and other forms 
of  crimes in the zone, not-
ed that Governors of  the 
Zone would ensure ade-
quate funding of  the outfit 
to guarantee optimum pro-
ductivity.

The Chairman also ap-
pealed for assistance from 
the Federal Government 
to enable States to domes-
ticate the fight against in-
security according to their 
peculiarities.

“Security is number one 
before health and educa-
tion because it is he who 
is alive that can talk about 
Education. We must com-
mend Mr. President but 

Defection: APGA to
withdraw certificate of 
return of speaker, others 

we continue to request that 
whatever resources that 
are available at the center 
should be used to assist 
States because the States 
are currently going through 
all kinds of  challenges” He 
assured that measures have 
been put in place to ensure 
that the Ebubeagu Securi-
ty outfit would not be hi-
jacked by politicians over 
time.

“We have launched the 
formation of  the Security, 
we already have security 
men and we are going to 

Tehillah Ambassadors Foundation (TAF) during their operation feed 1000 persons to commemorate the
 birthday of Rev. Amb. Wisdom Madukwe, President of the foundation in Aba. 

Police confirm killing of 3 policemen
by gunmen in Ebonyi
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State Po-
lice Command has 
confirmed the kill-

ing of  3 policemen along 
Ogoja/ Abakaliki Ex-
press road by Nwaezenyi 
junction while they were 
on stop and search. 

The Police Public Re-
lations Officer, PPRO, 
DSP Loveth Odah who 
confirmed the incident 
in a telephone interview 
in Abakaliki said that the 
policemen were attached 
to Safer Highway.

The gunmen were said 
to be in a convoy disguis-
ing to be mourners, but 
on getting to the police 

check point at Nwaezenyi 
where they were flanked 
down, they immediately 
opened fire on police kill-
ing three officers and set-
ting police van ablaze on 
the same road.

According to her; “on 
getting to the police 
checkpoint, they were 
stopped for a stop and 
search, immediately; they 
opened fire on the police 
officers, killing 2 officers 
who were close to the 
scene. 

“Some of  our personnel 
on patrol who were close 
to the scene on hear-
ing the gunshots rushed 
to help their other col-
leagues not knowing that 
the Keke NAPEP oper-

ators that passed them 
were among the persons 
that attacked the police 
officers”. 

“The Keke NAPEP 
occupants on getting to 
where the Police vehicle 
was parked with one Po-
lice Officer at the check-
point shot and killed the 

Police Officer and set 
ablaze the Police vehicle 
parked there. That made 
them three police officers 
we lost yesterday”.

She said that a Police 
team led by the Deputy 
Commissioner of  police 
in Charge of  Operations 
has been dispatched to 

the area on the spot as-
sessment of  what hap-
pened at the place adding 
that more details would 
be revealed.

The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer PPRO also 
said that the command is 
linking the attack to the 
breakthrough the com-

mand recorded last week 
Thursday being. She said 
that on the said date, 
some Police Officers were 
at a checkpoint in Umu-
oghara in Ezza North Lo-
cal Government Area of  
the State and through the 
bush some men opened 
fire on the police officers.

Imo NUJ inaugurates elders council, police
to investigate vandalism of property

T
he caretaker com-
mittee of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists 

(NUJ) Imo State council 
has inaugurated her elders  
council to move the union 
forward.

Speaking during the 
monthly congress where 
the inauguration took place 
on Thursday, the Chair-
man, the caretaker com-
mittee, Comrade Precious 
Nwadike noted that the 
move was to ensure that the 
union draw from the wisest 
advise of  the veterans and 
to ensure that the union be-

comes stronger again.
He urged the elders coun-

cil to continue to proffer 
counsel that will help to 
unite the warring factions 
of  the union for a more 
stronger indivisible union, 
adding that the elderst who 
have played key roles to the 
growth and development 
of  journalism profession 
would ensure that the pro-
fession in plunged into the 
debris and irrelevance.

The chairman of  the el-
ders council and former 
chairman of  NUJ, Imo 

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he All Progressive 
Grand Alliance 
(APGA), had threat-

ened to withdraw the certifi-
cate of  return from the Speak-
er, Imo House of  Assembly, 
Rt. Hon. Paul Emeziem, 
Deputy Speaker, Rt. Hon. 
Amarachi Iwuanyanwu, for-
mer Speaker, Rt. Hon Chiji 
Collins and others for leaving 
APGA for APC.

The State Chairman of 
APGA, Hon. John Iwuala in 
a meeting involving leaders 
of  the party, held in Owerri, 
on Thursday, disclosed that 
the party will head to court to 
ask it to declare the seats of 
the six APGA defected law-
makers vacant and conduct 

Federal Medical Centre, Owerri to
become teaching hospital

fresh election. Iwuala vowed 
that it will invoke the Nigeria 
constitution to justify their re-
moval from office.

The party has also stated 
that it will fully participate in 
the forthcoming local govern-
ment election with an assur-
ance to win majority of  the 
seats, saying it is on ground 
and ready to win 2023 elec-
tion to restore the dignity of 
Imo people who it said are 
suffering and dying under 
APC rulership.

Hoisting flags at the party 
secretariat Owerri with the 
significance of  prepared-
ness of  cruising to victory at 
elections, Iwuala however 
encouraged members of  the 
party to continue to work in 
unity, tolerance and cordiali-
ty to move the part forward.

We’ve deployed Ebubeagu to troubled
areas - Umahi

be expanding, we have de-
ployed them and they are 
working and they are going 
to be effective, everyone has 
to operate within the con-
fines of  the law to ensure 
that it is not hijacked by 
politicians”

While commenting on the 
recent attack on the people 
of  Ohaukwu, Governor 
Umahi warned leaders of  
the country to desist from 
what he described as ex-
treme politics in order not 
to plunge the nation into 

anarchy.
“The country is going into 

extreme politics because 
we have departed from the 
culture of  hard work and 
we must go back to the 
drawing board, we have 
deployed security and we 
have deployed Ebubeagu 
there and we are going to 
make sure such attack does 
not happen again; we have 
identified the flashpoints 
and we are interfacing with 
the Nigeria Police Force to 
establish a buffer zone with-
in the area”

state, Ben Osuagwu appre-
ciated the formation of  the 
council and assured that 
the elders council will con-
tinue to submit counsel that 
will keep the union togeth-
er, stressing that they are 
stakeholders in the journal-
ism profession.

In the same vein, the 
monthly congress approved 
that the police be written to 
come and investigate the 
vandalism and destruction 
of  the union’s property that 
have made the union shad-
ow of  itself.

By Jennifer John 

The Minister of  State for 
Health, Sen. Dr. Adele-

ke Mamora, has promised 
to do the needsful towards 
upgrading the Federal Med-
ical Centre (FMC), Owerri 
to a university teaching hos-
pital, as soon as the process 
is initiated by Imo State 
government and the request 
comes to his table.

Adeleke Mamora stated 
this in Owerri, on an official 
visit to commission some 
completed projects and 
appraise the on-going con-
struction work at the medi-
cal centre on Thursday.

He commended the Med-
ical Director, Board mem-
bers and chairman for effi-

ciently addressing the crisis 
that rocked the institution 
for a period of  36 months 
and for the mending pro-
cess which he noted has 
begun to yield fruits. 

He noted that the numer-
ous ongoing and complet-
ed projects were eloquent 
testimony of  the dedica-
tion, commitment and 
effective prudent manage-
ment of  the Medical Direc-
tor, Dr. Kingsley Achigbu.

He further assured that 
the challenges confronting 
the institution will be for-
mally addressed with the 
view of  permanently bring-
ing resolution to them, 
including such problems 
as outsourcing services, 
among others.



Page 10Friday, April 16, 2021

Cover

David zakka- ex staff sergeant
I don't support Ebubeagu, if  it has emerged to come 

against IPOB. I won't support it, because IPOB is 
fighting for me and every other Igbo man. Ebubeagu can 
never solve the problems of  insecurity in the South East. 
It will rather bring confusion. Nobody is happy because 
the way it was pronounced shows clearly that is being set 
up against IPOB. I am in support of  ESN.

Emma C. Udeh, civil servant,
 Awka, Anambra state: I support it if  it's not for 

political correctness by the governors. It's timely but 
it can't profer the needed solution. The security 
challenges are rooted in economics and politics, until 
these two dimensions are objectively addressed, 
Ebubeagu would only be a palliative measure.

Abuchi Onwumelu: Awka based journalist. 
I support the move by the South Eastern 

Governors. It is a welcome development. We 
actually need lasting peace in this zone. I 
commend them for taking the bull by the horn and 
I also advise them to train the personnel 
adequately, kit them very well and take care of  
their welfare. They have to supervise their activities 
to avoid unscrupulous elements hijacking it.

Chief Rufus Nwankpa from Ukwa West LGA 
and a  building materials dealer, industrial market,  
Umuahia:

It is too early to criticise the South East  
governors for forming Ebubeagu security outfit. Let 
us give them some time to see the success or otherwise 
of  the Ebubeagu.

If  cases of  killings and other criminal activities in 
the zone drop drastically in the next few weeks, we can 
continue with  it, but if  not, they should be disbanded.

However, the South East governors made the 
mistake of    not consulting the people first before 
announcing the formation of  Ebubeagu.

Again, they must be watchful as not to recruit 
criminals as security men. Igbos say that you can't use 
fish to cover the hole of  rats.

As for ESN by IPOB, I don't know much about 
their modus operandi."

Dr Ezeh Emmanuel Ezeh
CEO Immaculate Group of  Companies 
I am in total support of  Ebubeagu. I am 

also of  the opinion that it took too long to 
come into operations, however it is better 
late than never. In times like these, we must 
not allow any inch  of  space in Alaigbo to 
be ungoverned. 

I am also of  the opinion that we must 
look beyond pronouncements and really 
get serious with issues of  governance.  
There ought to quickly be enabling laws 
banning open grazing, establishing 
Ebubeagu as a legal entity and empowering 
them to rout bad elements from within us. 

I want to re-echo the observations made 
by Engr. Dave Umahi of  Ebonyi state that 
there might be elements trying to start war 
in Alaigbo.  Igbos are entrepreneurial and 
entrepreneurs are builders not destroyers. 
We must find those whose motive is to 
cause chaos here. Hence Ebubeagu already 
has its job cut out for it.

Dr. JC Okereafor: From Umuohiagu, Ngor Okpala LGA, 
CEO,  Ark Petrochemical Complex Ltd, based in Aba, Abia 
State.

Ebubeagu security outfit is a welcome development. Nigeria has 
never witnessed the level of  insecurity we are witnessing now. Since 
the situation has arisen, it is good to set up a trouble shooting 
process which will help to redress and overcome the circumstances.

If  they have to wait for the central police, there has been 
challenges had arisen which they have not been able to handle. The 
idea Ebubeagu is also in line with what the North has done through 
Maiyetti Allah Vigilante group and the South-west has done 
through the Amotekun. So there is nothing wrong in setting up 
Ebubeagu, because everybody is looking at their local peculiarities 
to handle their security challenges.

elow is what respondents across the South East said concerning the newly established BEbubeagu Security Outfit and the already existing Eastern Security Network (ESN) put in place 
by IPOB and its leader, Nnamdi Kanu. For you as a reader which of the two will you go for?

Which is your choice,
Ebubeagu or ESN?
By Jennifer John, Uzoma Ogoke, Ikenna Orioha, Uchenna Ezeadigwe and Dan Maduagwu
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Pascal Candle:
National leader of South East APC Young 

Progressives Forum based in  Onitsha.
The establishment of  Ebubeagu by the 

South East governors, headed by Engr. Dave 
Umahi of  Ebonyi state, may not work as 
expected due to the way and manner the 
governors have gone to relax shortly after the 
pronouncement after the meeting held in 
Owerri.

If  the governors want to set up a security 
outfit like their South West counterparts, they 
should consult them to study and know how it 
works for them. There are lots of  interest 
groups in South East, not just Ohaneze Ndigbo.

The South East governors should not just 
wake up one morning, after several damages 
and killings of  security personnel across the 
zone and say they are setting up a security outfit 
to end criminal activities.

What I would personally advise the 
governors to do at this moment is to set up a 

security committee to dialogue with Mazi Nnamdi Kanu,  leader of  the Indeginous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), and that will end the troubles. They should reach out to MASSOB too. We must have 
synergy across all interest groups in the region for the interest of  all.

Henry Okechukwu:  From Ideato South local 
government area of Imo State.

Any house without foundation must collapse. 
This Ebubeagu of  a thing is like a big joke. Uzodimma 
and other governors must be joking with the security 
issues of  South East. With the level of  my exposure 
and experience in leadership, creating another 
security outfit to counter the existing Eastern Security 
Network, (ESN) formed by IPOB is a big joke. 

ESN members were well trained home and 
abroad, to work for the interest of  Igbo and any 
reasonable Igbo person should support ESN, for 
Biafra is our final destination. Governors of  the South 
East have no good plan for Igbo. I do not believe in 
that Ebubeagwu security outfit.

Amaechi Nwaoha from Nwangele LGA, 
Imo State, former speaker, Imo State House of 
Assembly and former chairman, Imo State 
Independent Electoral Commission

Of course I support the initiative, anything 
that will help in securing lives and properties, 
including our farm crops in the South East, is 
welcomed. Let's leave politics out of  it, every 
effort should be welcomed, whether from 
government or citizens of  the South East. There 
is serious insecurity in the land and every effort 
should be encouraged.

People of  the zone have long been yearning 
for such security outfit and now they (The 
governors and other leaders) have responded 
and the best thing is to exercise restraint and not 
indulge in destructive criticisms. I understand 
the fact that people think it is coming late. But 
we have to encourage the governors to move 
faster by setting up the structures, including the 
legal framework that will support the creation 
and specify their functions.

My name is Sebastian Chucks. From United 
Arab Emirates

I am not in support of  South East governors 
sponsored Ebubeagu Security Network, because it 
came too late. I wonder what the 5 South East 
governors have been doing since the Killer Fulani 
herdsmen terrorists invaded the entire South East and 
wrecking havoc on the people while the five 
governors criminally maintained silence over the 
killings, raping and destruction of  our ancestral 
farmlands and homes.

Furthermore, I am against them floating 
Ebubeagu because the so-called Ebubeagu Security 
Network will never haunt down these killer Fulani 
herdsmen- terrorists.

The South East Governors should support the 
South East Security Network, ESN, being operated 
by IPOB, which came at the right time to protect 
Ndigbo from the hands of  the terrorists.

It is a shame on the side of  our five South East 
Governors to ever contemplate of  having Ebubeagu 
when ESN of  IPOB is fully on ground and doing 
what the 5 South East Governors could not do.

Splendour O. Eze: Public Affairs analyst based 
in Abakaliki

Good afternoon sir. The idea of  setting up 
security outfit (Ebube Agu)  by our South Eastern 
governors is not bad because even in South West they 
have Amotekun. But unlike Amotekun, Ebubeagu 
security outfit was imposed on the people. No house 
of  State Assembly in our zone discussed it and made 
it a law. Our dear governors are not pro- active. Like I 
said in one of  my interviews, before they announced 
Ebubeagu security outfit, they are supposed to have 
the personnel on ground, well trained and equipped. 
You can't expect our Youths to confront people with 
AK47 riffles with bare hands. 

Above all, people had expected that in their 
communique, they will condermn in strong terms, 
the killing of  our people by Fulani Herdsmen. 

The South East governors should know that the 
people are the reason they are governors. They must 
consult and convince the people before imposing 
Ebubeagu on us. 

Finally, I will like to use this medium to advise 
the South East Governors not to play politics with 
security because the repercussions are always 
disastrous.

Ada Ikenna:  A student in Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology (ESUT), Enugu. 
Ebebuagu security outfit set up by the South East 

governors is good as long as the governors will back 
it up with action. The people of  South East zone are 
in trouble over insecurity and what is needed is 
action and not playing to the gallery. I see the 
Ebebuagu working if  they remove politics from it.

Dr John Nwobodo: A legal practitioner 
based in Enugu. 

 "The Ebubeagu Security Outfit is not the 
panacea to insecurity in the South East. It is like 
scratching the problem on the surface. 

Although, the details of  the Security Outfit 
is still sketchy. The following needs to agitate the 
minds of  discerning citizens: 

(1) What is the legal framework establishing 
the Outfit?

(2) What is the Command Structure?
(3) What is the extent of  powers of  the 

Security Outfit?
In the South West, Amotekun has not 

proven effective in combating internal security 
problems. This is mainly due to subordination to 
the Nigerian Police. It is not to be expected that 
the Ebubeagu will be any different.

Regional Security outfits will only thrive 
and achieve the intended objectives if  the States 

are expressly authorized by the Constitution to establish its own Security. This way, there will be 
guaranteed autonomy and independence. 

...Which is your choice,
Ebubeagu or ESN?

r e s i d e n t PM u h a m m a d u 
B u h a r i  o n 

Thursday, returned to 
Nigeria from London. 
Re c a l l  t h a t  B u h a r i 
travelled to London, 
United Kingdom on 
March 30 in what the 
Presidency described as a 
r o u t i n e  m e d i c a l 
checkup. The Chief  of  

Staff  to the President, 
Prof  Ibrahim Gambari, 
led other top government 
officials to receive Buhari 
at the presidential wing 
of  the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport, 
Abuja. After the brief  
a i r p o r t  c e r e m o n y, 
Buhari and his entourage 
then returned to the 
Presidential Villa.

Buhari returns to Nigeria from London
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Fear of gunmen chases away policemen
from highways in South East  

ndications are rife that Im o s t  o f  t h e  p o l i c e 
checkpoints as well as 

r o a d b l o c k s  f o r m e r l y 
encountered in almost every 
major highway in South East 
are deserted. Although it was 
very difficult to decipher the 
actual reason for this action, it 
is generally agreed that the 
fear of  attack by gunmen 
might have been a prime 
factor.  In the last  three 
months, at least 10 policemen 
have lost their lives in the 
South East from various 
gruesome attacks targeted 
primarily on policemen. At 
the same time, about the same 
numbers of  police stations 
h ave  a l s o  b e e n  b u r n t . 
Informed commentators 
suggest that taken together, 
such developments could 
compel the authorities to 
order their subjects out of  
their duty posts.    

In Enugu State, it was 
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  p o l i c e 
checkpoints at highways 
which hither-to were manned 
b y  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a r e 
gradually disappearing.  Even 
in some checkpoints, soldiers 
are only seen on duty. Some 
of  the  expressways  not 
regularly manned by the 
police authority included 9th 
M i l e / O p i  R o a d  a n d 
Enugu/Onitsha Road. 

It was also observed that 
the few police officers that 
occasionally come out for 
duty at major check points are 
heavily fortified with arms 
a g a i n s t  a n y  i n t r u d e r. 
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e 
development, the State Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Daniel Ndukwe, said on 
Thursday that he would verify 
the claim that there is absence 
of  policemen in the highways 
in the state.

Despite the position of  the 
p o l i c e  i m a g e  m a k e r , 
investigations show that the 
absence of  law enforcement 
agents at various police 
checkpoints in the state may 
not be unconnected with the 
i n c e s s a n t  a t t a c k s  o n 
pol icemen by  unknown 
gunmen in the South East 
geo-political zone. There have 
been rising bloody clashes 
between Fulani herdsmen 
and host communities in the 

r e g i o n  o f  w h i c h  s o m e 
reactionaries alleged that 
security operatives including 
the police were not doing 
enough to stem the ugly tide 
in Igbo land.

To this end, some youths 
have embraced jungle justice 
to let off  their bottled anger 
against security personnel as 
r e p r i s a l .  C o m r a d e 
Ugochukwu Ibeh, a top 
member  of  Civil Liberties 
Organization (CLO) said the 
attack on the police is a 
misplaced aggression, adding 
that security is everybody's 
work. "If  policemen abandon 
our highways, it will be 
dangerous for everyone. We 
should cooperate with the 
police to do their job. The 
security apparatus at the top 
e c h e l o n  s h o u l d  b e 
overhauled.  A si tuation 
where a particular section of  
the countr y holds sway 
security wise is inimical and 
re t rog ress ive.  I t  i s  th i s 
lopsidedness in appointments 
of  security chiefs that is giving 
room to  some of  these 
herdsmen to unleash evil on 
us", he added.

A cleric, Reverend Dr 
Obasi Oko of  the Assembly 
Renewal Ministry, Enugu, 
described the absence of  
policemen in the major roads 
in Igbo land as dangerous, 
s ay ing  tha t  the  l a s t ing 
so lu t ion  i s  fo r  Nige r ia 
g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a l l o w 
restructuring to take place 
which will lead to state police. 
"With establishment of  state 

police, the fear of  police 
personnel being killed by 
unknown gunmen will be 
reduced. Many people are 
l o s i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  i n 
government due to security 
failure", he noted. 

S e v e r a l  s e c u r i t y 
checkpoints in the South East 
had been deserted by the 
army, the police and other 
security agencies. The reason 
for this, as many respondents 
stated, may be as a result of  
the Easter Monday attacks at 
the Federal Prisons and the 
Police Command, Owerri by 
g u n m e n  w h o  b u r n t 
government owned properties 
and let loose many prisons 
and cell inmates. The attack 
by the gunmen in Owerri 
lasted for over three hours 
w i t h o u t  a n y  s e c u r i t y 
personnel in sight to challenge 
them.

S o m e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d 
motorists are deeply worried  
on the absence of  security 
men on the road, some are 
happy over this development, 
attributing the desertification 
of  security personnel on the 
highways in the South East 
over what they termed as 
extor t ion,  int imidation, 
i l legal  act iv i t ies,  extra- 
judicial killings and illegal 
arrests. When contacted, Hon 
John Iwuala,  Imo State 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressive Grand Alliance, 
APGA,  s ta t ed  tha t  the 
desertification of  security 
personnel on the highways in 
the South East may not be 

unconnected with the attack 
b y  g u n m e n  a t  t h e 
Correctional Centre and the 
Police Headquarters, Owerri 
on Easter Monday.

According to Iwuala, "the 
desertification of  security 
personnel on the highways in 
the South East may not be 
unconnected with the police 
c o m m a n d  a n d  p r i s o n s 
attacks". He unequivocally 
adv i sed  the  po l i ce,  the 
military and other security 
agenc ies  " to  l ive  up  to 
expectations in securing lives 
and properties. They should 
be proactive to tackling 
insecurity while shunning 
extortion and illegal activities. 
Let them go back to their duty 
post".

Iwuala, who condemned 
unlawful harassment, arrest, 
d e t e n t i o n  a n d  u n d u e 
extortion of  people by police, 
army and other security 
personnel in the region, told 
government to wake up from 
slumber and do the needful to 
curb or reduce insecurity in 
the society. He  added that the 
issues that lead to insecurity 
such as lack of  employment, 
economic opportunities, 
infrastructure including high 
cost of  living, poor and 
unaffordable education, 
corruption, greed, hijacking 
of  public funds by fraudulent 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  m o n e y 
l a u n d e r i n g ,  h a t r e d ,  
favouritism, tribalism and 
d i c t a t o r s h i p  s h o u l d  b e 
addressed by the federal 

government otherwise the 
society would not make any 
headway.

 However, efforts made to 
reach the Pol ice Publ ic 
Relations Officer, Imo State 
Command,  SP Ikeokwu 
Orlando, to ascertain the 
reason for the desertification 
of  security personnel on the 
highways in the South East, 
was unsuccessful, as he did 
not take up a phone call from 
a News Echo reporter. 

While police officers may 
be absent in other major roads 
in the South East, Aba, the 
commercial hub of  Abia State 
and its environs are a different 
case. News Echo reports that 
presence of  police officers are 
still noticed around popular 
junctions like Aba-Water-
Side Bridge in Ogbor-Hill and 
George's Street by Ikot-
Ekpene Highway.

From the entrance into the 
c i t y ,  a n o t h e r  p o l i c e 
checkpoint were also noticed 
at Umuikaa Junction at Isiala-
Ngwa South, while another 
one was also noticed at Isiala-
Ngwa Junction very close to 
Aba. 

Aside these, all  other 
notable police checkpoints in 
the city have disappeared as 
none is noticed currently. All 
efforts to get police view on 
the issue proved abortive, as 
Pol ice  Publ ic  Relat ions 
Officer (PPRO) in Abia failed 
to speak on the matter.

By Ikenna Orioha (Owerri),
Chuma Austin (Enugu),
Nonye Udumiri (Aba)
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The executives of St. Peter Clever Seminary Old Boys Association paid a courtesy visit to the Auxillary 
Bishop of Archdiocese of Owerri, Bishop Moses Chikwe at the Maria Assumpta Cathedral, Owerri, on 
Wednesday. The bishop poses with the executives for a photograph.

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he National 
Emergency Man-
agement Agen-

cy (NEMA) and State 
Emergency Management 
Agency (SEMA) have 
jointly carried out physi-
cal assessment of  recent 
windstorm menace in 
Aguleri.

The exercise was carried 
out at Fr. Joseph Memo-
rial School, Aguleri to-
gether with some other 
residential and public 
offices in Aguleri, Anam-
bra East Local Govern-
ment Area (LGA).

It was to send an official 
report to headquarters on 
the situation and extent 

NEMA, SEMA carry out windstorm
assessment menace at Aguleri

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Interim Manage-
ment Committee 
Chairman of  Oguta 

Local Government Area 
of  Imo State, Hon. Emma 
Mazi, has said that there is 
relative peace and security in 
the locality.

Mazi who stated this on a 
telephone chat with our re-
porter, on Thursday, added 
that Oguta people are peace- 
loving, productive, reasona-
ble and cordial, hence they 
abhor crime as they go about 

of  damages caused by the 
windstorm. The South 
East Zonal Coordinator, 
NEMA, Mr. Major Eze 
noted that the aim of  the 
assessment was to enable 
them take appropriate 
decisions on reports after 
alerting the headquar-
ters of  the windstorm. 
He emphasized that the 
agencies would process 
the assessment, transmit 
to headquarters, which 
would lead them to the 
appropriate decisions on 
how best to tackle the sit-
uation.

Executive Secretary, 
SEMA, Chief  Paul 
Odenigbo was represent-
ed by Mr. Chukwudi 
Onyejekwu noted that 
the event was a pathetic 

and painful situation both 
to the state, the school’s 
management and resi-
dents of  houses also af-
fected by the windstorm.

According to him, Fr. 
Joseph Memorial School, 
Aguleri also serves as 
one of  the biggest hold-
ing centres in Anambra 
and possibly in the South 

East. Odenigbo while 
noting that SEMA had 
always collaborated with 
NEMA in carrying out 
joint assessments said 
that they would also send 
in their own reports to the 
state Anambra Governor 
for his intervention.

The Principal, Fr. Jo-
seph Memorial School, 

Aguleri, Fr. Anthony 
Izu Okoye pleaded with 
churches, groups and in-
dividuals to come to their 
aid now as the windstorm 
virtually destroyed every 
part of  the school. Okoye 
noted that no fewer than 
2,000 students who just 
returned from Easter 
break and were about to 

commence their exam-
ination in a few weeks’ 
time were all displaced.

A student, Master Chid-
era Udo stressed that 
they were in the hostel 
when the wind started, 
adding that they were all 
scared at the time of  the 
incident.

Rivers police restricts movement
for LG elections 
From Chukwudi Chidiebere, 
Port Harcourt 

T
he Rivers State Police 
Command has de-
clared to the general 

public and indeed residents 
of  the State that in view of 
the forthcoming Local Gov-
ernment elections scheduled 
to hold tomorrow, Saturday, 
adequate security arrange-
ment has been provided. 

According to the Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Nnamdi Omoni, all relevant 
strategies have been emplaced 
to ensure that the exercise is 
conducted in a peaceful at-
mosphere. 

their normal activities.
The Oguta local govern-

ment boss, said he was happy 
that the people of  Oguta are 
law- abiding who have been 
supportive to the shared pros-
perity administration of  gov-
ernor Uzodimma, promising 
to sustain good governance 
and effective security of  lives 
and properties at the area to 
promote development.

He disclosed that some 
armed robbers who terrorized 
the locality have been killed 
by the military and communi-
ty vigilante, while some who 

could not escape with gun 
injuries, were apprehended 
and taken to police Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID), Owerri for prosecu-
tion, adding that the entire 
Oguta people were jubilating 
as the armed robbers and ban-

dits who terrorise them on 
daily basis, leaving them rest-
less, were rid of  by the securi-
ty operatives. He commended 
the gallantry of  the military 
and the community vigilante 
in maintaining peace, orderli-
ness and security.

Oguta is peaceful - Local govt boss 

18 Anambra lawmakers
back Umeoji’s guber 
aspiration
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

E
ighteen members of  
the Anambra State 
House of  Assembly 

on the platform of  All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) have resolved to 
back the aspiration of  the 
lawmaker representing 
Aguata Federal Constit-
uency, Hon. Chukwuma 
Umeoji, to clinch the tick-
et of  the party for the No-
vember 6, governorship 
election in the state.

Hon. John Nwakoye, 
representing Awka North 
State Constituency in the 
State House of  Assembly, 
who disclosed this on be-
half  of  others on Thurs-
day, during the official in-
auguration of  the Umeoji 
Campaign office opposite 
the State Government 
House, along Enugu-Onit-
sha expressway Awka, 
said the 18 lawmakers are 
supporting Umeoji, to win 
the APGA ticket and be-
come the next governor 
of  the State, because he is 
the only grassroot aspirant 
within the party who can 
maintained the already 
existing achievements of  
governor Willie Obiano.

According to him, for 
APGA to retain power in 
Anambra state, the par-
ty must give the ticket to 
someone who can carry 
members along irrespec-
tive of  educational quali-
fication.

The person must recog-

nize the inputs of  the local 
farmers, hunters, vigilan-
tes, artisans, local traders 
and the less privileged who 
have been championing 
the sustainability of  the 
party since its inception 
and not for educationists 
alone. 

The aspirant, Hon. 
Chukwuma Umeoji in 
his remarks, said if  giv-
en the party ticket he will 
do everything possible by 
God’s grace to win the 
election for APGA. He ap-
pealed to the National and 
State executives of  the par-
ty not to allowed individu-
al influences to determine 
who fly the party ticket for 
the sake of  unity.

“To realize the full objec-
tives of  the council elections 
and engender a seamless ex-
ercise, the Command had 
deployed a total of  17,500 
(seventeen thousand five hun-
dred) personnel to be com-
plemented by deployments 
from other Sister Security 
Agencies, aimed at providing 
safety, security and due main-
tenance of  law and order, 
before, during and after the 
elections.

The Commissioner of  Po-
lice and Chairman of  the 
Inter-Agency Consultative 
Committee on Elections Se-
curity, CP Eboka Friday had 
after a meeting  with the agen-

cies and other bodies directly 
charged with the responsi-
bility to superintend over the 
elections who agreed to make 
the following orders, that on 
restriction of  movement of 
persons, vehicles or any me-
chanically propelled engine 
either on land or waterways, 
the State Government will 
make appropriate order to 
that effect which will be duly 
enforced by the Police and 
other security agencies, the re-
striction order so made by the 
government will supersede 
and override the earlier order 
made by the police and all en-
try and exit points to the state 
will be completely blocked 
until the elections are over. 

The national executives 
of  St. Peter Claver 

Seminary Old Boy Asso-
ciation (SPCSOBA) led by 
the president general, TPM 
Johnjude Okere  to the 
Auxiliary Bishop of  Owerri 
Archdiocese, His Lordship 
Bishop Moses Chikwe  on 
13 April, 2021, at the Bish-
ops’ office.

 During the visit, the pres-
ident general recounted ef-
forts by the national exec-
utive in building a vibrant 
and sustainable alumni 
association that would ul-
timately benefit not just its 
members, but for the gen-
erality of  the archdiocese 
as stepping stone and Ndig-
bo and Nigeria in general. 
Okere recalled that the suc-
cessful 2021 national con-
vention of  the SPCSOBA 
was a sign and evidence of  
more fruitful ideas to come 
from the current leaders of  
the body. 

Furthermore, he elabo-
rated the executive officers 
continued efforts in pro-
moting as well as encour-
aging success, peace and 
professional development 
among members through 
a well coordinated global 
and united association. He 
called on His Lordship to 
encourage many other old 
boys by registration to the 
association. 

 Bishop Chikwe, thanked 
the delegates for their ef-
forts in building a respon-
sible and responsive asso-
ciation of  St. Peter Claver 
Seminary Okpala Old Boys 
Association. He charged 
the executives to remain 
focused in their objectives, 
noting that the association 
was one of  very diverse 
talents and professionals 
making up its members. He 
consented to the call of  reg-
istration to the Association. 

SPCSOBA national executives
visit Auxiliary Bishop of
Owerri Archdiocese
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get  over  how s imple  ye t 
gorgeous she looked. 

T h e  r oya l  b e a d s  a l s o 
brought out the beauty of  the 
queen. 

The Black Dress
Everyone loves a black dress 

in their wardrobe and we totally 
love this one in particular. The 
knee cut and slight off-shoulder 
were all the dress needed. 

The Abaya
Abaya's give rich aunty 

vibes and Toyin Abraham is no 
exception. This outfit is elegant, 
beautiful and it suits her well. 

White Affair
It is safe to say that less is 

he hot mama of  one Tdoes not slack in the 
fashion department as 

she also puts out beautiful 
photos in different outfits for 
fans to gush over. Some photos 
of  the actress dazzling in 
different outfits on social 
media.

Glitter Queen
This jumpsuit complements 

the actress' skin colour. We also 
love how subtle she went with 
accessories and her hair. 

Edo Queen
Toyin stepped out in this fit 

f o r  C o m i n g  2  A m e r i c a 
premiere and people could not 

more for the actress as she does 
n o t  g o  o v e r b o a r d  w i t h 
accessorising and makeup. This 
is why she looks great in this 
white ensemble, just like an 
angel. 

Owambe
Blue definitely looks good 

on the actress and there is no 
way she would not steal the 
show at any event she pulls up 
at. 

Aso Oke Vibes
This hot mama could show 

up in this all year long and 
would never miss a hit. As 
expected, this outfit did justice 
to her body; the sleeves are also 
to die for. 

Gorgeous photos of actress Toyin
Abraham rocking beautiful outfits 

Read & advertise
in NEWS ECHO
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Issues

bia  State  Pol ice 

AC o m m a n d  h a s 
confirmed the arrest 

o f  M r.  C h u k w u e b u k a 
Nnamani and Mr. Temple 
Amanna in connection with 
the murder of  two siblings. 
News Echo gathered that the 
deceased siblings, Master 
Bright and Victory Osuagwu 
were allegedly strangled on 
Easter  Good Friday in 
Osisioma LGA, Abia State. 
The Police PRO in the state, 
S P  G e o f f r e y  O g b o n n a 
confirmed the arrest to News 
Echo on Thursday.

He said that Nnamani's 
a r r e s t  f o l l o w e d  a n 
unbelievable train of  events 
resulting in his alleged co-
conspirator, Amanna, who 
aided him to kill the two 

boys, returning to Osuagwu's 
house after the incident. 
Ogbonna said that after the 
shock of  the killing of  their 
children sent Mr Osuagwu 
and his wife to the hospital 
emergency  ward ,  the i r 
apar tment was without 
anybody. He said that the 
situation paved the way for 
one of  the conspirators, 
Amanna, who lived in the 
neighbourhood to return to 
rob Osuagwu's  house.

Ogbonna said Amanna 
was robbing the house when 
a neighbour heard some 
noise inside Osuagwu's 
apartment, ran and held the 
escaping thief  while shouting 
for neighbours to help him. 
He said after they held 
Amanna down, he later 
confessed that Nnamani was 
paid N80, 000 to kill the two 

Okezie Ikpeazu not to allow 
the killers of  his two children 
to escape justice.

Osuagwu and his wife 
after they were released from 
hospital for health issues 
resulting from the murder of  
their two children in one day, 
ran from their house fearing 
possible attacks from the 
killers of  their two children. 
The father of  two children 
strangled to death allegedly 
by Nnamani and others said 
the suspects told the police 
that they were paid to kill the 
children. He however said 
that until now, the police 
have not told him who the 
suspects said paid them N80, 
000 to murder his children.

Osuagwu said that the 
delay in getting the name of  
such a person whose lead 

role led to the death of  his 
children was a threat to their 
own lives. He also said the 
delay in revealing the name 
o f  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  h i s 
children's murder could 
truncate the process of  
j u s t i c e  f o r  h i s  f a m i ly. 
Osuagwu said he and his 
wife are now in hideout and 
afraid to return to their house 
until the sponsor of  the crime 
is found in order for the 
murderers not to return and 
kill him and his wife.

H e  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e d 
g o v e r n o r  I k p e a z u  t o 
intervene and ensure his 
family gets justice for the 
murder of  his two children in 
his house by hire killers who 
later raided of  his apartment 
to steal his properties.

Osuagwu boys from where 
he gave him, Amanna, 
N20,000. Ogbonna said he 
told the Police that  he 
watched out for Nnamani 
during the act to ensure no 
one entered the place to see 
him doing the dirty act. 
Ogbonna said after being 
apprehended, Amanna led 
the neighbourhood people to 
arrest Nnamani who wanted 
to run away but was held 
down by his father until the 
people rounded him up and 
invited the police.

He said the police have 
c o m m e n c e d  f u l l 
investigation into the matter 
and would soon get to the 
roots of  the case. Mr. Chima 
Osuagwu, the father of  the 
two boys, who is a trader at 
Ariaria International Market 
has  p leaded wi th  Gov. 

Suspects kill two siblings
for N80, 000 in Aba

The suspects The victims, Master Bright and Victory Osuagwu

By Nonye Udumiri
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship

elationships do not just Rcome to an end. There are 
months and periods of  

deter iorat ion before the end 
eventually comes.

And in that period where the 
relationship starts to veer of  the 
happiness course, something can 
still be done about it. 

The ship can still be balanced, 

ou should aim to date your Yf r i e n d ,  t h e  p o p u l a r 
relationship advice goes. 

Afterall, it is friendship which 
powers  the  re la t ionsh ip  or 
marriage, when the initial torrent 
of  feel-good hormones subsides 
after you've been with someone for 
a long while. 

Without friendship and that 
easy companionship to help put 
the relationship in a stable, secure 
place, it is not hard to imagine the 
relationship failing to go the long 

haul. 
With friendship established as 

one of  the bedrocks of  good 
relationships, and also considering 
the fact that proximity almost 
always brings about attraction and 
feelings; it wouldn't be surprising 
that friends of  opposite sex may 
try, at some point, to take the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e y o n d  j u s t 
friendship. 

In the case that one person 
catches those feelings and tries to 
morph the friendship into a 

romantic relationship but the other 
has no interest in being anything 
but friends, what happens then? 
Do you subdue the feelings, act like 
they're not there and continue 
being friends or just forget about 
the friendship and move away 
altogether from that person? 

Can you be f r iends  with 
someone you clearly have feelings 
for who won't have you? 

Many would say no 
The advice here is that as soon 

as you catch feelings for them 
which they refuse to acknowledge 
or return, you should just move on. 
This is because the friendship 

dynamic changes. And truly, it 
does. 

You obviously don't see them as 
just a friend anymore, you are not 
looking at them from a platonic 
perspective anymore, and now that 
they know about that, things could 
get awkward. The things you used 
to do prior to that time may 
become things that they raise 
eyebrows over subsequent to 
letting them know. 

And even when you are silent 
about having feelings for him or 
her, it is still a weird place to be; 
knowing that you want this person 
but all they would ever be is friends 
with you because you are scared to 
say something for the fear of  
disrupting the friendship, and 
potentially losing them. 

But you can actually stay 
friends with them regardless 

No one ever died from being in 
the friend-zone. And, really, if  you 
are cool with looking beyond the 
rejection, then just go ahead and 
continue being friends with them. 

But you can't keep begging or 
p r e s s u r i n g  t h e m  f o r  t h e 
relationship they are obviously not 
willing to be in. He or she made a 
conscious decision not to be 
anything more than friends with 
you and you have to respect that. 

The other option is to leave if  
you know you can't handle it, and 
it is better to take that rather than 
stay friends and be a pest about the 
whole thing. 

and the relationship can be brought 
back to a happy place. 

Here are 7 ways to make this 
happen: 

1. Communicate 
If  you have been doing this and 

the relationship is as bad as it is, it 
means you might have to do it better, 
and more frequently. 

"My top tip for this would be to 
put down the technology and 

connect," relationship therapist, 
Patrick Schultz M.A., tells Bustle. 
He suggests spending 20 minutes 
out of  your day to turn the TV off, 
put the phone and laptop away, and 
connect with your partner. 

There is a right way and a 
wrong way to communicate. The 
right way is asking your partner a 
relevant question, listening to their 
response, then offering your 

opinion. 
T h e  w r o n g  w a y  i s 

overwhelming your partner with 
your irritations and worries as soon 
as they walk in from a particularly 
long workday. There's surely no 
way to heal a fractured relationship 
with this kind of  approach. 

2. Learn to own up, learn to 
forgive 

A g a i n  o w n i n g  u p  a n d 

forgiveness are two more things 
you need. It is not enough to expect 
your partner to own up to their 
actions and take responsibilities for 
their actions, the willingness to 
forgive has to be there as well. 

But before forgiveness comes 
taking responsibility for one's 
a c t i o n s .  i f  y o u  w a n t  y o u 
relationship to overcome any 
major issues, you need to own up to 
where you went wrong and then let 
it go. 

3. Actively do exciting things 
together 

Seek out exciting things to do 
with your partner, then go out and 
do those things. New, fun stuff. 
Old, tested and amazing stuff. 
Bring back memories, roll back the 
years, go relive experiences you 
bonded over at the beginning of  
your relationship. 

Just go out there, look for the 
trips and thrills and catch all of  it 
with your partner. These are the 
type of  stuff  that people get giddy 
over in the early periods of  
relationships. Experiencing all of  
that again could have a positive 
effect on your relationship. 

4. Eyes on your partner 
A n o t h e r  w a y  t o  s av e  a 

relationship is to keep an eye on 
your partner's needs and begin to 
do them like never before. How 
they like things done, what they 
like doing, the type of  things that 
make them happy, the things that 
put them at peace, things that puts a 
smile on their face, the things that 
make them feel loved, treasured, 
heard and seen. 

The result of  being sensitive in 
this new manner would really 
surprise you. 

5. It's actually a joint effort 
Sometimes you aren't the only 

problem, and you alone can't 
remedy the situation. You both 
need to want to make it work, and 
you both need to try to make it 
work. You need to be a team. 

6. Do as you say 
Have you promised to love and 

to cherish and hold and all that 
stuff ? Then stick to it. No one said 
loving has to be only when your 
partner is being good and all, and 
promising that you'll love them 
regardless is one promise you 
absolutely have to keep to. 

B e c a u s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
LifeHack: “some talk a good game, 
but don't back it up. Others finally 
get it and change from the heart. 
They are serious and want to 
preserve the relationship they 
cherish. 

“They back up their words with 
action. This is done every day. Over 
time it becomes apparent their love 
is genuine.” 

7. Why are you really together? 
Yo u  m i g h t  h av e  t o  a s k 

yourselves this question at some 
point so you both know if  this is a 
relationship you are both invested 
in, one you are both committed to 
saving. 

You may have to remind 
yourself  of  what drew you to them 
in the very first instance. What 
qualities in them do you cherish 
most, what did you fall in love 
about them and all? 

Also, asking your partner what 
they love and don't love about you 
could go a long, long way. 

Great ways to save a failing relationship

Is it possible to just be friends with someone
you have feelings for? 
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Politics

By Joel Nwokeoma 

T
he other day, after what 
seemed like an endless 
filibustering and pussy-
footing, the five hapless 

South-East state governors made 
a dramatic U-turn and agreed to 
form a regional security network, 
codenamed, Ebube Agu, to en-
hance the security of  their re-
gion. The name is a derivative of 
the Igbo proverb, Ebube agu na-
eche agu, which literally means, 
“a leopard is guarded by its fear-
some aura.” 

The Igbo totem is leop-
ard, and not lion as errone-
ously held in many quarters.  
Instructively, for months on end, 
the governors and their legislative 
counterparts turned deaf  ears to 
the strident clamour by Ndigbo 
for a regional security network 
patterned after Amotekun, the 
South-West regional outfit and 
enact laws banning open grazing, 
the greatest enabler of  herdsmen 
killing and kidnapping across Ni-
geria. But rising from a hurried-
ly convened South-East Security 
Summit in Owerri, the Imo State 
capital, last week, the governors 
announced the formation of 
Ebube Agu.

Strangely, on March 11, 2021, 
barely a month before the gath-
ering in Owerri, the governor of 
Ebonyi State and the chairman 
of  the South-East Governors’ Fo-
rum, Dave Umahi, purporting to 
speak for his colleagues, emphat-
ically told a TV station that the 
South-East did not need any re-
gional security outfit in the form 
of  Amotekun to fight insecurity.  
Instead, he gleefully said, “Every 
state is peculiar and so are their 
security challenges. 

The problem is that those 
complaining about lack of  joint 
security for the South-East are 
not living in the region. They 

Ebubeagu: Ebubeagu: A fearsome tiger or a frightened cat?

don’t have the knowledge of  how 
security works in the region.”  
That gaffe can be likened to that 
of  the deputy speaker of  the 
House of  the Representatives, 
Ahmed Idris Wase, who caused 
a national outrage recently when 
he said Nigerians in the Diaspora 
have no right to submit a motion 
expressing their concerns about 
happenings at home because 
they don’t reside in the country.  
But as events speedily turned out, 
it is Umahi, like his colleague 
governors, unfortunately and 
tragically, who seemed to have 
lacked an understanding of  the 
times, unlike the Biblical Sons of 
Issachar.

 To show how much detached 
he was from the realities on the 
ground, Umahi went on to de-
clare magisterially, apparently 
without seeking the opinion of 
his colleagues, that, “The gover-
nors of  the South-East states are 
comfortable with the different se-
curity architectures at (the) vari-
ous states because the personnel 
are working very well. There is 
problem of  insecurity in the re-
gion, but the issue is not peculiar 
to the region alone, it is a national 
problem.”

This explains why he was in-
consolable and felt personally 
betrayed when Fulani herdsmen 
invaded three villages in his state 
days ago, killing at least 20 people. 

  It is an irony that the self-same 
Umahi was to announce the for-
mation of  the South-East region-
al security outfit less than 30 days 
later. What was his Road to Da-
mascus experience?

Of  course, the result is the scorn 
that greeted the unveiling of  the 
outfit by the people it was meant 
to serve. This is because the gov-
ernors had long lost the plot and 
ground in their unhelpful dither-
ing thereby reinforcing their dis-
connection from the people. In-

deed, there was no attempt to get 
the buy-in of  the people they gov-
ern before announcing their outfit, 
other than the assurance of  help 
from a helpless Abuja, neither was 
there anything to show the outfit 
was well-thought-out before its an-
nouncement.

 It must be stressed that, it is ei-
ther Umahi, like most Igbo politi-
cal leaders, was not sincere or he 
was under a spell that made him 
to see no evil when it had yet to 
unfold, a critical leadership quali-
ty at that. The arrogance of  power 
did not allow him know that he 
was still dancing when the drum-
mers had left.  The five South-East 
states of  Abia, Anambra, Enugu, 
Ebonyi and Imo, like other parts 
of  the country, have been buffeted 
by a wave of  insecurity in recent 
time. 

The governors are now looking 
for any available straw in sight to 
survive the   tempestuous storm. 
That is why an idea clamoured for 
by the people they purport to gov-
ern, as an existential imperative, 
was earlier rejected by them only 
to be embraced wholeheartedly(?) 
days later. As someone enthused, 
the governors only came to close 
the stable after the horse had long 
escaped. Because nature abhors 
vacuum, while they dithered, 
the outlawed Indigenous People 
of  Biafra, led by Nnamdi Kanu, 
which enjoys more street credibil-
ity in the region, rose to the occa-
sion and set up the Eastern Secu-
rity Network, with the mandate to 
“flush out every Fulani herdsman 
seen in the forests and farmlands 
in Igboland.”

In recent months, the South-
East has been on edge. According 
to some media accounts, at least, 
no fewer than 67 security agents 
have been killed by gunmen in 
the South-East and South-South 
since December. As if  that was not 
scary enough, it is claimed about 

25 police stations were also burnt 
in the post-#EndSARS protests 
across the nation last year. The 
Guardian claims that of  this fig-
ure, 62 were policemen, four naval 
personnel, while the other person 
was a prison warden killed while 
taking some suspects to court in 
Awka, Anambra, last month.

 But by far the most prominent 
of  such incidents were the auda-
cious attacks by unknown gunmen 
on the Imo State Police Command 
and the Federal Correctional Ser-
vice Centre in Owerri, recently, in 
a manner that pooh-poohed the se-
curity architecture in the state and 
sent shivers down the spines of  the 
state governor, Hope Uzodimma. 
A jailbreak resulting in the escape 
of  over 1,800 inmates occurred. 
The governors were therefore in 
a dilemma. They have no answer 
to the security challenges in the re-
gion and would not want to be seen 
to be borrowing the boat of  IPOB 
to navigate the furious insecurity 
storm. This was the context under 
which Ebubeagu was unveiled.

   Speaking in a live TV interview 
on Tuesday, Abia State Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu said, “The forma-
tion of  Ebubeagu is a direct conse-
quence of  the security challenges 
facing the South-East. These chal-
lenges are existential and as lead-
ers, we cannot just allow ourselves 
and our people to become punch-
ing bags for criminal elements. We 
cannot fold our arms and allow 
non-state actors to determine the 
direction and philosophy of  our 
security architecture. 

Ebubeagu will have the requi-
site legislative framework backing 
it up in each of  our five states”. 
A little too late, you will say. 

 What Ikpeazu failed to admit was 
that, as leaders, the governors failed 
a simple leadership test: Anticipat-
ing a problem and planning ahead 
for it. Also, they failed to read the 
mood of  the moment well and stra-

tegically act in accordance thereto. 
Sadly, the South-East governors 

spectacularly failed on these fronts.  
They behave more as colonial 
overlords and less as elected rep-
resentatives of   the people there -
by losing the trust of  the people.  
Curiously, the governors still 
agreed on a ban on open grazing, 
with no state yet having any legis-
lation backing such, but left the im-
plementation “to be carried out by 
security agencies.”

  How it never crossed their 
mind that were the security agen-
cies effective in performing their 
statutory duties, the enticing idea 
of  a regional security outfit across 
the country would not have been 
mooted, ab initio, beggars belief. It 
is ludicrous that it is the same dis-
trusted ineffectual central policing 
structure that could not stem the 
spate of  insecurity in the region, 
that went missing as gunmen raid-
ed and razed the Imo State Police 
Command, and were just a stone’s 
throw from the Imo Government 
House without any pushback of 
any kind that the governors expect 
to implement its proposed ban on 
open grazing.

 Who does that? Which state in Ni-
geria have the police been so effec-
tive in enforcing such a verbal ban? 

 It is doubtful the South-East gover-
nors thought through their plan, as 
critics allege they were pushed by 
external influences into that belat-
ed posturing to save face.

Always wanting to be on the good 
book of  the Federal Government, 
the governors are perceived as 
weak and lacking the courage to 
stand up for their people. How then 
can they expect the same people to 
embrace the Ebubeagu initiative, 
however good-intentioned? With-
out the people as a guard, the leop-
ard will be hunted and defanged or 
it may be tamed as a pussycat.

Obviously, this is not the best of 
times to be a governor in Igboland. 

Umahi Uzodimma Ikpeazu
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S
ince I wrote an article 
expos ing  how the  
Tortoise tried to cheat 

his wife and how his wife 
caught him red handed, many 
readers and other interested 
people in Igbo Tradition and 
Culture have continued to 
request me to write more 
about the prowess of  Tortoise.

Indeed, Tortoise by Igbo 
folk lore is a prominent actor. 
There are several stories 
d e p i c t i n g  h i s  c r a f t y  
propensity. Although we 
know that the Tortoise is a 
little creature belonging to the 
reptile family. Of  all the 
numerous stories about 
Tortoise, in all and all, all 
those stories, accusations, 
falsehood, cunning, among 
others associated to the 
T o r t o i s e  w e r e  t h e  
manifestation of  human 
behaviour. 

Those who are of  my 
ge n e r a t i o n  c o u l d  s t i l l  
remember that before the 
advent of  television, the Igbo 
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children used to play during 
the moonlight period. They 
w i l l  c o m e  o u t  t o  t h e  
community, kindred or village 
square after dinner clustering 
together to tell various stories. 
Indeed and in fact, most of  the 
stories told were connected to 
various animals but more 
importantly, majority of  them 
were about the Tortoise and 
its cunning prowess.

I could still remember that 
while growing up in the 
village, it was during those 
periods of  moonlight plays 
that I learnt from immediate 
elder ones some of  those 
stories. As I grew up before I 
left my village at the age of  12, 
I had mastered a lot of  stories 
about Tortoise and his wife 
Alia. 

Interestingly, in all the 
stories even when he was 
expected to be a victim, he 
would maneuver to be a 
champion.

In today's write up, I can 
relate one or two stories in 

which the Tortoise made 
prominent plot.

One day at night, he went 
to his neighbor Apia, a flying 
bird with long peak. His 
mission was to extract a little 
fire flame to lit his own house. 
On reaching there, the 
Tortoise met Apia roasting 
some palm fruits. The way he 
eyed the fruits in the fire 
suggested that he would like 
to get some. Then as he was 
about to leave, he eyed the 
palm fruits again and Apia 
asked him, “would you like to 
have some?”he replied in the 
affirmative with enthusiasm. 
Then Apia gave him two palm 
fruits to chew on his way. On 
his way, he chewed both with 
speed, quenched the fire in his 
hand and went back to Apia's 
home. When Apia saw him, 
he replied, what happened to 
your fire? He replied and said I 
was overwhelmed with the oil 
nature of  the palm fruits and 
did not know when the oil 
from the fruits quenched my 

fire. He started cursing 
himself  of  being too careless 
to have allowed his fire to 
q u e n c h .  T h e n  A p i a  
innocently told him not curse 
himself  saying, everybody 
makes a mistake. As he was 
leaving, Apia have him 
another palm fruits to chew. 
He extinguished the fire and 
went back for the third time 
but unfortunately, by the time 
he went back, Apia had 
exhausted all the palm fruits 
she had roasted and also 
extinguished the flames. He 
was helpless. But before he left 
he asked Apia, “Please my 
neighbor, where did you get 
those palm fruits? They are 
very oily and tasty.”

Apia laughed a bit and told 
him that, “Tortoise my 
neighbor, I usually get them 
across the river where you 
cannot fly to because you 
don't have wings.” “Tortoise 
laughed derisively at Apia's as 
he told Apia, next time you 
want to go, I'll like to follow 

y o u . ”  
T h e n  h e  

asked Apia, 
“ w h e n  n e x t  
would you be 
going across 
the river to get 
another palm 
f r u i t s ?  Apia  
i n n o c e n t l y  
r e p l i e d , ”  
t o m o r r o w  
m o r n i n g .  
Tortoise replied 
a n d  s a i d , ”  
please I will 
follow you and 
y o u ' d  b e  
surprised how I 
will grow wings 
to f ly along 
w i t h  y o u  
t o m o r r o w  
morning. As 
the tortoise was 
about to leave, 
he told Apia, 
please I'd be 
h e r e  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g  t o  
follow you but 
before you go to 
bed, bring out 
your bag and 
leave it outside 
so that it will 
accumulate a 
lot of  dews so 
that when we 
get there, it will 
not take us a lot 
of  time to fill 
the bag with a 

lot of  palm fruits.” Apia 
agreed and did as he advised. 
In the midnight, the Tortoise 
crept inside the bag and hid 
there. In the wee hours of  the 
morning, Apia came out, 
collected her bag and flew 
away without knowing that 
the Tortoise was already in her 
bag. As she flew and flew to 
the destination, she said to 
herself, “this bag is unusually 
heavy.” She thought that it 
was due to the fact that the bag 
has accumulated a lot of  dews 
and has therefore become 
unusually heavy. To be 
concluded in the next edition. 

NB: This page is for the 
promotion of  Igbo Tradition 
and Culture. Therefore, my 
readers are free to call and 
W h a t s A p p  m e  o n  
08033919188 or send me an 
e m a i l  
@researchcom3@gmail.com 
to ask questions on any aspect 
they want to know more about
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The former Lille player 
joined Napoli in 2020, after 
some superb performances in 
Ligue 1.

O s i m h e n  b r o k e  t h e 
African transfer record, after 
the Italians signed him from 
Lille for €81m. He has played 
19  games  fo r  Gennaro 
Gattuso's side with five goals 
to his credit. “Before judging 

the performance of  the 
Nigerian,  we must  also 
consider the number of  
m i n u t e s  p l a y e d .   T h e 
Nigerian has missed many 
games. For me, he is much 
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  A l v a r o 
Morata,” Bagni said.

mpty stands has been Ethe new normal for 
tennis since last year 

due to COVID-19 restrictions 
but top men's players such as 
Rafa Nadal  and Novak 
Djokovic said they still find it 
difficult to maintain their 
intensity during matches in 
the absence of  fans.

The professional circuit 
was shut down for several 
months last year before 
tournament organisers set up 

'biosecure bubbles' for players 
and support staff  while 
keeping fans away from 
stadiums.

Barring the swing in 
Aus t ra l i a  in  Febr uar y, 
tournaments continue to be 
played in front of  a handful 
of  fans at most.

Nadal lost some of  his 
intensity during Wednesday's 
6-1, 6-2 win over Argentine 
Delbonis at the Monte Carlo 
Masters and the Spaniard 
was in no doubt the absence 
of  fans took something away 
from the game.

“It's difficult to keep going 
sometimes with the same 

intensity without the crowd,” 
the 20-times Grand Slam 
champion told reporters. 
“The crowd helps you to keep 
going. You want to show that 
you are in good shape. It's 
true, personally I miss the 
crowd. I can't lie about that. I 
enjoy much more playing in 
front of  a good crowd than 
without.”

World No. 1 Djokovic 
p r o d u c e d  a  h i g h - l e ve l 
performance to beat Italian 
19-year-old Jannik Sinner 6-
4, 6-2 at the ATP Masters 
1000 event but he too said he 
missed the energy generated 
by spectators.
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o r m e r  N a p o l i Fmidfielder Salvatore 

B a g n i  h a s  r a t e d 
Niger ian  s t r iker  Vic tor 
Os imhen s t ronger  than 
Juventus forward Alvaro 
Morata. Bagni said that 
considering the minutes that 
the Nigerian had played, it 
was glaring that he was much 
better than Morata.

orussia Dortmund Bs t r i k e r  E r l i n g 
Haaland has named 

the seven current strikers he 
ranks above himself  in world 
football.

T h e  2 0 - y e a r - o l d 

p h e n o m e n o n  h a s  b e e n 
breaking records and raced to 
20 Champions League goals 
in only 14 games. But in an 
interview with Norwegian 
outlet, VG, he said there are 
still seven centre-forwards 
he'd rate above himself  (for 
now).

No surprise to see Bayern 

Munich's prolific Robert 
Lewandowski  –  wide ly 
viewed as the best pure No 9 
in world football there – 
alongside Juventus and 
Portugal icon Cristiano 
Ronaldo.

However each of  the other 
five strikers Haaland ranks 
above himself  currently play 
in the Premier League.

They are Arsenal captain 
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k 
Aubameyang, Tottenham 
ace Harry Kane, Manchester 
City legend Sergio Aguero, 
Liverpool frontman Roberto 
Firmino and – perhaps 
surprisingly – Chelsea's Timo 
Werner.

German inter nat ional 
Werner has struggled to find 
the net this season, scoring 
just five Premier League 
goals since his £47.5 million 
move last  summer.  But 
Haaland saw him at his best, 
during his last RB Leipzig 
season when Werner netted 
28 Bundesliga goals in 34 
games.

So it's clear the Borussia 
striker still rate's Werner's 
s k i l l s .  H a a l a n d  d i d 
emphasise that he'd back 
himself  to lead the line in a 
big match above any player – 
we'd expect nothing less – but 
that these seven deserve to be 
above him for now.

Among the list of  notable 
absentees is the man set up as 
Haaland's rival for the next 
great player, Kylian Mbappe 
– despite Haaland admitting 
that he was fired up by 
Mbappe's hat-trick against 
Barcelona for Paris Saint-
Germain this season.

Perhaps it could be argued 
that the 22-year-old PSG 
forward and World Cup 
winner is more of  an all-
round attacker than a central 
striker.

o p  N i g e r i a n TProfessional Football 
League coaches and 

p l a y e r s  h a v e  u r g e d 
unattached Super Eagles 
players to emulate Ahmed 
Musa by joining clubs in the 
local league, in a bid to stay in 
shape and boost the image of  
the NPFL, it's been reported.

Eagles' captain Musa on 
Tuesday completed a short 
term move to Kano Pillars 
for the remainder of  the 
season – a move NPFL 
coaches and players believe 
will give the league a facelift. 

The 28-year-old starred 
for Pillars in 2009 and ended 
the NPFL season as the top 
scorer, before his move to 
VVV Venlo. 

Musa becomes the sixth 

notable Eagles star to return 
to the NPFL after the likes of  
Rashidi  Yekini,  Daniel 
Amokachi,  Sani  Kaita, 
Juwon  Oshan iwa ,  and 
Michael Uchebo. 

 “ I t ' s  a  g o o d  m ove 
because he (Musa) may lose 
shape if  he doesn't play 
competitively before the start 
of  the 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers,” Sunshine Stars 
coach Gbenga Ogunbote 
said. 

 “Musa was absolutely 
spot on with the move and it's 
worthy of  emulation by 
other players who are yet to 
find clubs abroad.” 

Plateau United coach 
A b d u l  M a i k a b a  s a i d , 
“Fantastic move but I would 
have loved him to come to 

Jos.” 
F o r m e r  E a g l e s 

goalkeeper Ike Shorunmu 
noted that Musa's move 
would boost the chances of  
Pillars winning a fifth NPFL 
title.

“It's not easy dropping 
that low to play in the 
NPFL,” Shorunmu told 
newsmen.

“ H i s  a r r i v a l  w i l l 
galvanise Pillars in pushing 
for the title. Other players can 
also come back home to end 
their careers here in the 
N P F L  l i k e  t h e  S o u t h 
Americans do.” 

Abia Warriors defender 
Adeleke, wished Musa had 
joined Abia Warriors. 

 “He is my captain in the 
national team and what he 
b r i n g s  t o  t h e  t e a m  i s 
awesome,” Adeleke said. 

 “Musa's return is good 
for our league and the players 
will benefit from training 
with him daily, like I did 
when I was with the Eagles 
for the games against Benin 
Republic and Lesotho.” 

Osimhen stronger than Morata –Ex-Napoli star

NPFL return: Ogunbote,
others urge Eagles stars
to emulate Musa

Haaland lists seven
strikers better
than him

COVID-19: Nadal, Djokovic
missing fans' energy

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen

HaalandHaalandHaaland
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he 20th National TS p o r t s  Fe s t iva l 
began in earnest in 

Benin City Monday but the 
official opening ceremony 
took place on Tuesday 
amidst heavy downpour. 
The weather was so bad 
that the Vice President 
Professor Yemi Osinbajo 
who was scheduled to 
o f f i c ia l ly  dec lare  the 
Games open could not 
land. As the rains gave way 
to the sun ray, Chief  host, 
G o v e r n o r  G o d w i n 
Obaseki performed what 
turned out to be a colourful 
opening ceremony. 

S o o n  a f t e r  t h e 
commencement of  the 
Games, which suffered 
several postponements, the 
jigsaw began. The Main 
Organising Committee 
and the Local Organising 
Committee began hide and 
seek games which almost 
disrupted the flow of  the 
f e s t i v a l .  I n d e e d ,  a n 
observer said the Local 
Organising Committee 
which is headed by the 
Deputy Governor of  Edo 
State, Comrade Phillip 
Shaibu threatened to stop 
the games as the federal 
g ove r n m e n t  h a d  n o t 
fu l f i l l ed  i t s  f inanc ia l 
commitment to the state, as 
promised. “The state, on 
request, was promised 
assistance by the federal 
government to cover the 
expenses it had incurred, in 
v i e w  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l 
postponements the games 
h a d  s u f f e r e d .  T h i s 
a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  n o t 
forthcoming and eight days 
after the games began 
nothing was heard from the 
FG. Worse still, the LOC 
was still in the dark as to 
how much the FG would 
release to them,” a source 
sa id .  Ri s ing  f rom an 

e m e r g e n c y  m e e t i n g 
Wednesday night, the LOC 
issued a terse statement 
opting to stop the festival 
because of  lack of  funds. 
The statement signed by 
Project Manager, Media & 
Communications of  Edo 
2020, Ebomhiana Musa, 
said it took the decision to 
end the games due to 
paucity of  funds. The 
Deputy Governor,  Dr 
P h i l l i p  S h a i b u  w h o 
doubles as chairman of  the 
LOC said, “We cannot 
continue to run the sports 
festival. Our resources have 
b e e n  s t r e t c h e d ,”  D r. 
Shaibu submitted. “We 
have been running the 
spor ts  fest ival  on the 
p r e m i s e  t h a t  f u n d s 
promised by the federal 
government would be 
released. It's eight days in 
the sports festival yet there 
has not been any interface 
b e t w e e n  t h e  s p o r t s 
ministry and the Edo Local 
organizing committee.” 
“We don't know how much 
they are giving us or when 
we are getting it.” 

This sent shivers down 
the spines of  the MOC and 
the ministry of  sports 
quickly issued a counter 
statement quelling all fears 
regarding the fate of  the 
Games. The grandstanding 
b y  t h e  E d o  S t a t e 
government through the 
L o c a l  O r g a n i s i n g 
Committee paid off  as the 
Pre s idency  hur r i ed ly 
intervened, with a promise 
to make funds available to 
allow the Games continue. 
We gathered that the sum 
of  N500 mi l l ion  was 
approved by President 
Buhari and both parties 
agreed that the games 
should go ahead. But 
observers are not carried 
away by the FG's late 
response, saying the entire 
scenario was a direct result 

of  the political differences 
b e t w e e n  t h e  P D P -
c o n t r o l l e d  E d o  s t a t e 
government and the federal 
government which is APC-
controlled. An anonymous 
writer on a social media 
platform said, “This is 
politics playing out. Edo 
was formerly of  APC and 
now it's controlled by the 
PDP, and the FG that will 
release funds is controlled 
by…………………..you 
can fill in the gap. This is 
N i g e r i a ”  H o w e v e r , 
obser vers  have raised 
concerns over the situation 
o n  g r o u n d .  “ I t  i s 
unprecedented that  a 
sports festival would be 
s h u t  d o w n  m i d w a y 
through. There would be 
political repercussions for 
t h e  E d o  S t a t e 
government,” said Samuel 
Fatula Nigerian foremost 
a th le t i c s  s ta t i s t i c ian . 
“ B e s i d e s  a l l  t h e 
participating States paid a 
participation fee of  N10, 
000 per athlete. It is from 
this fee the sports festival is 
partly funded. 

S o  w h a t ' s  t h e 
commotion all about?” 
D e l t a  S t a t e  s p o r t s 
commission chairman 
Tonobok Okowa described 
the scenerio as absurd. 
“We are staying put to 
complete the NSF. ” Edo 
would have to practically 
chase us out of  Benin 
C i t y . ”  A n o t h e r 
commentator, a sports 
journalist of  repute, Julius 
Okorie of  the Nation 
Newspapers made a deep 
reflection out of  it all. He 
wrote,  “Any countr y, 
organisation or association 
that puts politics above 
everything cannot progress 
and even if  it does will be 
progressing either in error 
or in the wrong direction. 
“When Dr Amos Adamu 
s a i d  ye a r s  b a c k  t h a t 
“approval is different from 

release “he made a valid 
point. Put in another way 
the horse should always be 
in front before the cart and 
not vice versa. Anyway 
Naija get her own things 
Sha. 

Another commentator, 

Olusolasportpedal wrote, 

“Why did the state bid in 

the first instance? What is 

the role of  the MOC and 

LOC if  they cannot get the 

needed logistics ready? 

Why open the  games 

village? Why start the 

g a m e s ? ”  I t ' s  b e e n 

speculated that the Edo 

State deputy governor is 

playing a heavy hand in 

order to get the sports 

ministry release the funds. 

This is because once the 

games are over the money 

will never be given to the 

Edo Local Organizing 

Committee. “We wouldn't 

have even bothered the FG, 

if  the NSF was allowed to 

run in March 2020. “There 

was only one coronavirus 

case in Nigeria then. The 

Postponements cost us and 

that was the FG pledge 

assistant,” said a member 

of  the Local Organising 

Committee who craved 

anonymity.
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EDO 2020: A sports festival overshadowed by political intrigues
By Ben Efe

Umahi congratulates
Oti as FUTO VC
Rivers police restricts
movements for
LG elections
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