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From David Eze,
Abakaliki

F
our persons have 
been feared dead 
and many hous-
es burnt in Ngbo 

community, Ohaukwu 
Local government area 
of  Ebonyi State

The attack which took 
place in Otuebu and 
Obodo Ocha villages, 
Umuogodo-Akpu Ngbo 
community was carried 
out at about 4am, on 
Monday morning.

The source from the 
area who is suspecting 
herdsmen said the inci-
dent had caused panic 
in the area, as natives 
had left the area for oth-
er neighbouring commu-
nities for safety of  their 
lives.

“My brother, it was 

Again, gunmen attack Ebonyi
community, kill 4, burn houses

not a small thing. They 
have hit our community 
again. they burnt down 
many houses. As soon 
as they started, I had to 
move my parents to Ok-
wor area for safety.  “In 
fact, my father just in-
formed me now that he 
saw a vehicle carrying a 
dead body from the area, 
just passed. “They came 
into the community and 
started shooting sporad-
ically and burning down 
houses. It took the inter-
vention of  some of  our 
people who came out to 
engage them in gun bat-
tle. 

“We are suspecting Fu-
lani herdsmen. Recently, 
because of  the way they 
were dealing with farm-
ers in the community, 
we were no longer com-
fortable with them and 

we asked them to leave. 
And two weeks ago, they 
were sighted in the area 
around the community. 
So, they could be respon-
sible for the attack,” the 
source said. 

The Ebonyi State Gov-
ernment, on Monday, 
confirmed the incident, 
saying investigation was 

ongoing to unearth the 
attackers. The Commis-
sioner for Internal Secu-
rity and Border Peace, 
Chief  Stanley Oko-
ro-Emegha, stated this 
in a telephone interview 
with our Correspondent, 
in Abakaliki.  

According to the Com-
missioner, “They said is 

Agila people, but for now 
nobody can say where 
the attackers came from. 
That part of  Ngbo has 
issues with the Agila peo-
ple of  Benue State and so 
we are still not certain the 
people that attacked.

“If  it’s the Agila peo-
ple that means it’s an in-
ter-communal issue that 

has been existing between 
the Ngbo and the Agila 
people.”But if  it’s herds-
men, then it means we 
will start tracing where 
they came from. 

The Commissioner of  
Police in the state, CP Al-
iyu Garba, said his men 
had been mobilized and 
deployed to the area. 

I
t was joy and jubila-
tion galore at Umunu-
mo ancient kingdom 

in Ehime Mbano Local 
Government Area of  
Imo State, as High Chief  
Mel Daimeon Osuji was 
conferred with chieftain-
cy title as (Okpata Obara 

Imo community lauds Osuji on
chieftaincy conferment 

Oha1) of  Umunumo, by 
His Royal Highness EZE  
Peter Opara on April 4, 
2021. Eze Opara, con-
ferred 50 chieftaincy tit-
tles to some distinguished 
and illustrious sons and 
daughters as well friends 
who have carried out re-
markable contributions to 
the community in the past. 
The event was a part of  the 
traditional ruler’s one year 
anniversary on the throne 
which was marked on his 
15th month.  

His community applaud-
ed him for his philanthropy 
and humanitarian services. 

In the case of  Daimeon,  

a renowned and successful 
business mogul who owns 
and manages enterprising 
companies with strong and 
active presence in the stra-
tegic sectors of  Nigeria’s 
economy such as   oil and 
gas, telecommunications, 
energy and power  as well 
as construction industries, 
expressed gratitude af-
ter he was conferred with 
the  chieftaincy title as of  
Okpata Obara Oha1 of  
Umunumo. He expressed 
gratitude to God almighty 
to witness this day. 

According to him, ‘’I 
really thank God that my 
people and our traditional 

ruler have made me proud. 
It means they appreciate 
the little I have been do-
ing and it is for me now to 
do more as I already  have  
over 80 persons in my 
companies’ employment 
payroll, and  about 58 stu-
dents on my scholarship 
schemes’’. 

He called on Ehime 
Mbano, Imo people as well 
as Ndigbo to always invest 
home and be one anoth-
er’s keeper. His better half, 
Lolo Daimeon described 
the event as a sign of  rec-
ognition by the communi-
ty.

Anambra 2021: Nwankpo
sure of primary election  
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

A
head of  the No-
vember 6 gover-
norship election 

in Anambra state, an All 
Progressive Grand Alli-
ance (APGA) candidate, 
Nze Akachukwu Sullivan 
Nwankpo has said that he 
will the primary election 
of  the party.

Nze Akachukwu 
Nwankpo who spoke to 
newsmen at Prof. Dora 
Akunyili Women Devel-
opment Center, Awka 
noted that his campaign 
organization is running a 
peaceful and issue-based 
campaign ahead of  the 
APGA primary election, 
adding that “The APGA 
governorship ticket will 

be won by me because I 
have no political baggage 
in Anambra politics. I am 
loved by both the young 
and the old for my gener-
osity and political diplo-
macy”.

Nwankpo hinted that 
he was one of  those who 
campaigned that power 
should go to Southern 
Anambra, stressing that 
he has galvanised all the 
traditional, religious in-
stitutions, political lead-
ers of  thoughts, elders 
statesmen, professional 
bodies and stakeholders 
to ensure that power ro-
tation favours Anambra 
South geopolitical zone. 

He said: “I love APGA, 
I’m investing in the par-
ty because I don’t want 
the party to die. I believe 

that party is supreme. 
I’m going into this pri-
mary election with one 
thing in mind. If  the par-
ty decides that I am not 
good enough to be the 
flag bearer and give it to 
another person, and the 
process leading to the 
action is adjudged trans-
parent and credible, I will 
congratulate the winner 
and work with the party 
to win the main election. 
I have empowered many 
people in my own ca-
pacity as individual and 
I think I can do more if 
they allow me.”

Covid 19: Anambra asks
civil servants to return to 
duty
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

A
nambra state 
government has 
asked all Pub-

lic Servants from Grade 
Level twelve and below, 
who have hitherto been 
working from home as 
part of  the COVID-19 
restrictions to resume 
attendance to duties 
in their various offices 
with effect from Monday 
April.

A release signed by 
the Head of  Service Mr. 
Harry Udu urged Per-

manent Secretaries and 
Heads of  Ministries, De-
partments and Agencies 
to ensure full compliance 
from staff. 

However, Mrs. Chinwe 
Okolo, a level 6 officer 
said she is impressed at 
the notice but suggested 
that appropriate meas-
ures be put in place to 
checkmate guidelines on 
Covid-19 protocols.

The restriction, News 
Echo reports was part 
of  the state government 
measures to check the 
spread of  the Coronavi-
rus in the state.

Anambra commissioner urges residents 
to cooperate with security operatives
From Uchenna Ezeadig-
we, 
Awka

C
ommissioner for 
Information and 
Public Enlighten-

ment, in Anambra state, 
Mr. C-Don Adinuba has 

urged citizens to be co-
operative with security 
operatives 
Adinuba also apologized 
to Anambra people for 
the considerable delays 
and inconvenience they 
experience on roads as 
a result of  the security 
challenges in the South-
east Geo-political Zone 
while stating that a re-
view of  security meas-
ures is ongoing to bring 
lasting solution.
This was contained in a 
press release signed by 
the Commissioner for 
Information and Pub-
lic Enlightenment, Mr. 
C-Don Adinuba, where 
he also apologized for 
delay in the review 
which has resulted in 
traffic delays at security 
checkpoints in different 
parts of  the state.
Showing remorse that 
the delays have caused 
much inconvenience to 
travelers, who are some-
times required to disem-
bark from their vehicles 
for security checks.

ABSU reduces 
certificate
verification
fees
By Glory Ugochukwu

T
he management of  
Abia State Univer-
sity (ABSU) has an-

nounced the reduction of  
the fees for certificate ver-
ification and other docu-
ments.

The Vice-Chancellor, Pro-
fessor O.M. Ogbulu has 
approved the downward re-
view of  the fee charged for 
verification of  certificates 
and other documents in 
the University, from Thir-
ty Thousand Naira (N30, 
000.00) to Ten Thousand 
Naira (N10, 000.00) only, 
with immediate effect.

This is in consideration of  
the challenges encountered 
by the students and the pub-
lic, adding that there is need 
to, in the face of  the biting 
economy of  the country 
give human face to some of  
the policies of  the school. 
He noted that it will enable 
quick collection of  the cer-
tificates. 

He called on the students 
to take advantage of  the 
reduction and ensure that 
long years of  non-collection 
of  certificates are resolved.

1 shot dead by suspected cult 
rivals in Awka
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
yet to be indenti-
fied young man has 
been shot dead by 

some group of  people in 
Awka, Awka south local 
government area of  Anam-
bra state.

The incidence which took 
place as at 8:45am in front 
of  fidelity bank according 
to resident was as a result of  
cult clash.

Though a clearer picture 

of  what transpired could 
not be ascertained, Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Anambra state command 
DSP Ikenga in a phone 
chat said “it is a cult relat-
ed incident that happened 
12/4/2021 around ukwuoji 
this morning. Police Op-
eratives are currently on 
ground there. 

Meanwhile, when News 
Echo visited the scene, no 
one agreed to give proper 
information of  what hap-
pened as most of  the shop 
owners had dispersed.
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Governor Uzodimma �anked by Gov. Fayemi during the commissioning of Chukwuma Nwaoha link road in 
Owerri, Imo State.

Keke riders protest,
destroy ASEPA’s 
wastes buckets

Okowa, Olu of Warri 
designate sued for
selection process
From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

A
n Itsekiti Prince, 
Harrison Jalla, 
has filed a lawsuit 

before the Delta State 
High Court, challenging 
the selection process, 
which produced Prince 
Tsola Emiko as Olu of  
Warri designate.

Prince Jalla, who sued 
Prince Tsola Emiko 
along with principal 
kingmakers of  the War-
ri kingdom, challenging 
his emergence as the Olu 
of  Warri designate, also 
joined Governor Ifeanyi 
Okowa and Delta State 
government as co-de-
fendants.

Emiko, son of  the 19th 
Olu of  Warri, Ogiame 

Atuwatse II, was an-
nounced the Olu of  
Warri designate after the 
pronouncement of  the 
passage of  Ogiame Iken-
woli, the 20th Olu of  
Warri.

In the court papers 
filed through his counsel, 
Prince Jalla, a descend-
ant of  Akengbuwa 1, the 
Olu of  Warri who joined 
his ancestors in 1848 and 
also a member of  the sole 
Ginuwa I Ruling House 
in Itsekiri kingdom, 
prayed the court to annul 
steps already taken so far 
in the processes for selec-
tion and presentation of  
Prince Tsola Emiko as 
the Olu-designate.

In his lawsuit, he list-
ed Prince Emmanuel 
Okotie-Eboh, Chief  Ay-

iri Emami, the Ologbot-
sere of  Warri Kingdom, 
Prince Oyoewoli Emiko, 
Prince Tsola Emiko, Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa, the 
State Attorney General 
and the State Executive 
Council as defendants.

Prince Jalla argued that 
as a member of  the Olu’s 
Company (Otolus), he is 
qualified to be the Olu of 
Warri and has indicated 
his interest to participate 
in the selection process. 

He added that his im-
mediate family has also 
nominated him for the 
royal position and only 
waiting for the 1st and 2nd 
defendants to summon a 
meeting to choose a suc-
cessor to the traditional 
stool, in accordance with 
the customs, traditions, 

practice, and procedure of 
Warri Kingdom.

He maintained that no 
general meeting for that 
purpose was called and 
that the eventual choice 
and presentation of 
Prince Tsola Emiko as the 
Olu-designate should be 
declared null and void. 

Prince Jalla sought an 
order of  interlocutory in-
junction from the court 
to “restrain the 1st and 
2nd defendants jointly or 
severally or their agent, 
servants from taking any 
steps, actions, conduct 
for the purpose of  nomi-
nating, selecting or elect-
ing, screening, installing, 
coronating and crowning 
the 3rd or 4th defendant 
or any other person as the 
Olu of  Warri to the exclu-
sion of  himself ”.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

S
ome leaders of  tri-
cycle riders, pop-
ularly known as 

Keke have opposed the 
introduction of  waste 
bins by the Abia State 
environmental protec-
tion agency, (ASEPA), 
Umuahia zone.

This, they did by at-
tacking their members 
who purchased the new-
ly introduced buckets, 
seizing the waste bins 
from the Keke riders 
and crushing them on 
the roads.

The protests which 
started like a drama, 
gained more support 
from keke men, forcing 
several revenue agents 
stationed in the streets 
to flee in fear. The 3-li-
tre buckets were intro-
duced and rolled out in 
first week of  April by 
ASEPA in a measure 
the environmental agen-
cy said, was to maintain 
a clean city in Umuahia 
and environs and it had 
a price tag of  N1000.

But by 10 am on Tues-
day, a group of  men 
who simply described 
themselves as ‘leaders’ 
stormed some major 
areas of  Umuahia like 
Isi gate, Abia tower by 
Bende road, Post of-
fice by Azikiwe road 
junction among others 
and started mandating 
Keke riders against pa-
tronizing the newly in-
troduced buckets. They 
alleged that various tri-
cycle unions and other 
government agencies 
had converted them to 
cash cows, through im-
position of  multiple tax-
ation.

One of  the protesters 
who gave his name as 
Obinna, claimed that 
“each Keke rider pays 
over N3,500 every week 
to various tricycle  un -
ions, revenue agents, 
thugs, local government 
agents.” They appealed 
to Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu to intervene 
in their plight by con-
trolling the activities of  
multiple revenue agents.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
hree persons alleg-
edly kidnapped by 
suspected Fulani 

herdsmen in Enugu last 
weekend have regained 
their freedom.

A source said that they 
were released after pay-
ing a ransom said to be 
less than N2 million.

The kidnappers who 
were armed with AK-49 
according to the victims 
had to settle for less when 
it became clear that the 
initial N10 million and 
above which they asked 
for wasn’t forthcoming.

“They were unmistak-
ably Fulani herdsmen 
and they were heavily 
armed; they also wore 
masks.

According to the vic-
tims, they had gone to 

see some portions of  
land for sale near the Viv-
ian Estate when sudden-
ly the Fulani herdsmen 
emerged and marched 
them into the bush.

“We were in the bush 
for three days without 
food, water nor a place 
to sleep. The heavy rain 
on Sunday evening in 
and around Enugu cap-
ital city fell on us. They 
had raincoats and they 
were prepared for the 
rain but we had noth-
ing”. “We only ate once 
and that was a loaf  of  
bread and a soft drink 
for three of  us. We drank 
from ponds because we 
were so thirsty.” They 
narrated that their case 
was made softer when 
one of  them contacted 
his mother who spoke 
both Hausa and Fulani 
fluently.

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

The Federal Govern-
ment has been urged 

to support Christian Uni-
versities and theologi-
cal education as it is the 
queen of  all other disci-
plines.

In his welcome ad-
dress on the occasion 
of  the 20th convocation 
and 21st matriculation 
of  Morris Cerullo Chris-
tian University (MCCU) 
Nigeria/USA, in Umua-
hia, Abia State, the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Peter 

FG urged to support Christian
universities

Akujuobi pointed out that 
a thoroughly educated 
and exposed Pastor is a 
transformer who will in-
variably affect the church 
and society positively.

He said the society is 
depending on the church 
to a large extent, hence 
the need for men of  God 
with discipline to show-
case the life of  etiquette 
and ethics.

His words, “At MCCU, 
we believe that the socie-
ty will be a better place to 
live in if  the church wakes 
up and lives up to her re-
sponsibilities. We have 

the singular and onerous 
task of  working on church 
leaders and workers with 
the view to empowering, 
enlightening and educat-
ing them for increased 
productivity and onward 
positive transformation of  
the society”.

The MCCU Vice Chan-
cellor said that the Insti-
tution runs a well artic-
ulated curriculum that 
transforms and grooms 
students both intellectu-
ally and spiritually with 
the view to making them 
a product the society will 
be proud of.

The MCCU Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Chimezie Okoroafor en-
couraged the matricu-
lants to be focused and 
obey the rules and regula-
tions of  the school. To the 
graduating students and 
the licensed, the MCCU 
DVC enjoined them to 
fulfill God’s divine man-
date to them.

The immediate past 
Commissioner for Lands 
Abia State, Hon. Sulei-
man Ukandu, Rev. Mrs 
Rebecca Akujuobi among 
others received Honou-
rary Doctorate Awards.

3 persons abducted
by Fulani herdsmen 
regain freedom in
Enugu
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here is no gain elaborating so Tmuch on the benefits of pipe 
b o r n e  w a t e r  i n  o u r  

environment. This is one area the 
governments have failed the people. 
In the so called developed countries 
that  we  have  modeled  our  
development pattern water supply is 
taken for granted bt remains a big 
issue here. 

This is  one of  the basic  
infrastructures that is designed to 
improve the welfare of the people. 
Virtually every government that has 
come and gone will promise this 
alongside electricity but none gets 
the desired attention.  The 
governments are content in paying 
only lip service to the issue

To many of the young ones 
growing up it might sound a fairy 
tale to inform them that once upon a 
time pipe borne water was made 
available to the citizens at street 
corners at no costs to the people. 
These were some of the benefits they 
enjoyed in reciprocity for being good 
citizens who paid their taxes. 

Today, the citizens are still paying 
their taxes and are getting nothing in 
return. It is even a big challenge 
sustaining existing infrastructure as 
most have decayed beyond repair 
and with no hope of restoration. 
Succeeding governments, military 
and civilian have failed to sustain 
the legacies of good governance they 
inherited from the colonial masters. 
Everything it appears now is in a 
state of total collapse. 

In the absence of any credible 
government effort many people have 
opted to provide their own source of 
water by drilling boreholes in their 
respective premises. Funnily, some 
governments have come to tax some 
of these self-help efforts which are 
their direct responsibility. The 
dangers of boreholes are that they 
are not maintained.

Through them as sources of water 
supply for drinking purposes some 
have attracted all manner of water 
borne diseases which has led to the 

death of many. The consciousness is 
not yet there among the people to 
chlorinate the boreholes and treat it 
properly to stem these diseases. 
Some also look at costs no matter 
how small it may be.

The absence of public water 
system is also compounding the 
health challenges of the people 
especially in the area of sanitation 
and hygiene observances. A 
renowned medical practitioner in 
Owerri, Dr Philip Njemanze 
commenting on the importance of 
public water supply as a source of 
health preventive strategy had this 
to say    

“The best preventive measure is 
to provide potable water. No city 
today in Imo State has potable 
water. The public water system in 
Owerri and other cities in Imo were 
completely destroyed. No more 
pipes borne water, no more 
chlorination of water. When you 
don't do that you are encouraging 
the spread of diarrhea and people 
are dying in masses', he further cried 
out. 

This he stated can be likened to 
mass genocide committed by the 
government just for cutting of water 
noting that that the best way to 
prevent infectious diseases is hand 
washing querying what happens 
when there is no water. Virtually all 
the states in the South East are at the 
same level of ignoring public water 
supply which in the past could be 
found even in our rural areas.

News Echo wishes to express 
displeasure at this which can only 
result from failure of government. It 
is important to query the relevance 
of government to the people if it 
cannot provide some of its basic 
essential needs. We call on the 
governments to review their 
strategies and find ways to integrate 
this all important infrastructure in 
their development plans.

Looking back can we ever have 
the taps run again beyond rhetoric?

Challenges of
water supply in
South-East region 
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By Jennifer John 

E
kiti State Governor 
and Chairman, Ni-
geria Governors’ 

Forum, Kayode Fayemi 
has extolled the Imo 
State Governor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma over 
road construction in the 
state.

Fayemi made this re-
mark, yesterday while 
commissioning the Chuk-
wuma Nwaoha Link 
Road, rehabilitated by 
the government of  Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma.

He said, “For you to be 
able to, out of  the limited 
resources available to this 

Fayemi extols
Uzodimma over
road construction

state, do these network of 
roads that I have heard 
about, and continue to 
work on the overall de-
velopment of  the state is 
not only commendable, 
but something to be cele-
brated.

“They show that the 
commitment you have 
to our people is total. I 
plead with our people to 
give peace a chance, since 
there will be no meaning-
ful development where 
there is no peace and se-
curity”.

In his address, Imo 
State Governor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma said 
the commissioning was 

heart-warming because 
the road is named in hon-
our of  Chukwuma Nw-
aoha, who as a teenager 
made the nation proud 
by being among the Ni-
gerian Under 17 football 
team who won the Under 
17 World Cup, 1985 in 
China.

He said it was a shame 
that the road was left in 
deplorable condition by 
previous administrations 
for over 20 years. “To 
the glory of  God, this is 
now history. We have not 
only recovered the road, 
we have turned it into a 
dual carriage way, to take 
more traffic off  the ever 
busy Egbu Road.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Tradition-
al ruler of  Okija 
community, lgwe 

Emeka Okezie has de-
clared Okija a no-hiding 
place for hoodlums and 
cultism related activities.
Igwe Okezie, made the 
declaration, on Mon-
day, while speaking to 
Journalists at his palace, 
Ubahu Okija, in Ihiala 
Local government area 
of  Anambra state. 

The Monarch, who 
has been complaining 
about nefarious activi-
ties of  cultists in Okija 
in the recent time, said 
the community, after 
series of  security sum-
mits with the ruling age 

grade in Okija, resolved 
that henceforth, all cult 
members are banished 
from the town for seven 
years. 

He disclosed that it 
was also resolved tha t 
any  cult member who 
died in exile, no matter 
the circumstances sur-
rounding his death, will 
not be buried in Okija 
and any family that de-
fies the order by bringing 
in the corpse into Okija 
secretly will be excom-
municated for seven 
years.

Going down memo-
ry lane on how security 
challenges began in the 
community, Igwe Okez-
ie attributed it to a vil-
lage youth election held 
at one of  the villages, 

which according to him, 
recorded some irregular-
ities that resulted in clash 
between cult members, 
killings, destructions and 
confiscation of  proper-
ties in the area. 

He pointed out that 
most of  the cultists move 
about at night with mo-
torcycles, but noted that 
the community has re-
solved to key into the 
State government’s or-
der restricting Okada 
from entering the town 
once it is nine o’clock 
in the night, regretting 
that most of  the youths 
are unemployed and 
have refused to learn any 
skill acquisitions to be a 
change person to their 
families and the society 
at large.

Honourable Pete Ibida and Honourable Nonso Okafor, both Anambra state House of Assembly members
 during World Youth Day celebration in Anambra

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Indigenous 
People of  Bia-
fra (IPOB) has 

warned the South East-
ern youths to desist from 
joining Ebubeagu, the 
security outfit formed by 
South East governors.
It restated that 

Ebubeagu security out-
fit was strictly formed 
to sabotage IPOB and 
ESN because it was an 
abstract security outfit, a 
mockery formed without 
anything on the ground. 

Join Ebubeagu, meet your ancestors - IPOB
It was also stated that it 
was set up to fulfill all 
righteousness or to spy 
on its own secure net-
work, the Eastern Secu-
rity Network (ESN) to 
curry favour from “their 
Fulani slavemasters”.
For that reason, it 

said, youths from the 
South-Eastern part of  
the country must shun 
it and that “anyone who 
neglects this warning and 
thinks he can hide under 
the cloak of  Ebubeagu 
to spy on ESN should be 
prepared to join his an-
cestors”.

In a statement signed 
by the media and pub-
licity secretary of  the 
group, Emma Powerful, 
they said: “It has come 
to the attention of  the 
Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) under the 
command and leader-
ship of  our great leader, 
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu that 
South-East Governors 
have shamefully and be-
latedly announced the 
formation of  an abstract 
security outfit called 
Ebubeagu to secure the 
zone from Fulani terror-
ists herdsmen they allot-
ted our ancestral lands 
to”.

OYC accuses politicians, 
security heads of sabotaging
security in South East
By Ikenna Orioha

An umbrella youth 
body of  Igbo race, 

Ohanaeze Youth Council 
(OYC), has accused poli-
ticians and security heads 
of  instigating insecurity 
in South East and other 
parts of  the country.

OYC stated that the 
Easter Monday attacks at 
the Imo Police Headquar-
ters and the Correctional 
Centre, Owerri, where 
over 1,800 cell and pris-
on inmates were let loose, 
showed that insecurity in 
South East is being insti-
gated and heavily fund-
ed by those in authority, 
otherwise perpetrators 
would have been fished 

out and brought to book. 
The accusation arose 

from a communiqué 
issued after a security 
meeting involving Ohan-
eze Youth Council, held 
on Monday, in Owerri, 
led by its National Presi-
dent, Comrade Igboaya-
ka .O. Igboayaka.

OYC, who maintained 
that the jailbreak and the 
attack were well coordi-
nated by those in author-
ity, called for the arrest 
of  the immediate past 
Inspector-General of  Po-
lice, Mohammed Adamu 
and the Chief  of  Army 
Staff, Attahiru Ibrahim, 
including the Commis-
sioner of  Police, Imo 
State.

Onitsha: 17 passengers perish in flood mishap
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he residents of  Onit-
sha metropolis have 
been thrown into 

mourning following the 
death of  seventeen passen-
gers that lost their lives dur-
ing a heavy rain downpour 
that occurred during the 
weekend.

 News Echo gathered that 
a total of  eighteen seater 
Hummer bus loaded with 
passengers was swept in-
side a culvert at Lagos Park 
axis of  Enugu-Onitsha ex-
press road on Sunday, kill-
ing seventeen out of  eight-
een passengers on board.

One survivor was rushed 

to Toronto Hospital, Upper 
Iweka while rescue opera-
tion continued.

According to a road safe-
ty official involved in the 
rescue operation, the driver 
of  the vehicle, Mr. Joseph 
Okechukwu Anene was 
among those who died. A 
Keke operator who identi-
fied himself  as Mr. Ifeanyi 
Peter, said that the woman 
who survived pleaded for 
the rescue of  her husband 
who incidentally was the 
driver of  the ill-fated bus.

The member represent-
ing Ogbaru 1 Constituency 
in Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Hon. Nobel 
Igwe who was at the scene 
of  the incident, said only 

two people were found 
while others were trapped 
in the culvert filled with 
debris.

He, however, showed 
displeasure at the rate in 
which drivers show reck-
lessness while urging them 
to take proper actions, es-
pecially during this rainy 
period.

Speaking on the incident, 
the Medical Director of  
Toronto Hospital, Onitsha, 
Dr. Emeka Eze, advised 
drivers to be perceptive to 
the nature of  roads and 
routes noting that some 
portions of  the road are 
bad and the environmental 
condition not conducive 
during rainy season.

Okija community banishes 
cultists for seven years
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Uzodimma lauds Nigeria Navy 
for Naval College
 By Jennifer John

G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  
Imo State has 

commended the manage-
ment of  the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN) for the 
intervention projects at 
the Finance and Logistics 
College, Naval Base Ow-
errinta, Abia State which 
were commissioned on 
Tuesday.

He made the commen-
dations in his goodwill 
message at the commis-
sioning ceremony of  
various intervention pro-
jects in the College which 
comprised: a 300- sitting 
capacity Academic Com-
plex Auditorium, E-Li-
brary, ICT office and 12 

Classrooms of  40 Stu-
dents capacity each.

Other projects com-
missioned include Ad-
ministrative block made 
up of  the Commandant 
and Deputy Comman-
dant Offices and other 17 
additional office spaces 
for the Principal Officers 
of  the College, male and 
female hostels, students 
dining hall, swimming 
pool and gymnasium.

Uzodimma who was 
impressed with what he 
saw on ground thanked 
the Governor of  CBN, 
Godwin Emefiele, for the 
great intervention, saying 
what was provided for 
the College would en-
courage and enhance per-
formance of  the manage-

ment, staff  and students 
of  the College.

The governor laud-
ed the Chief  of  Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral AZ 
Gambo for the robust 
achievements associated 
with him within a short 

period in office as well as 
the leadership of  the Na-
val Base College in Ower-
rinta for making available 
their technical manpow-
er for the security of  the 
Nation, that of  Imo and 
Abia states and for the se-

curity of  lives and proper-
ty of  their neighbourhood 
– Owerrinta.

In his welcome speech, 
Vice Admiral AZ Gambo 
stated that the commis-
sioned projects would 
go a long way in amelio-

rating accommodation 
deficiencies faced by the 
College and also help in 
positioning the College 
to keep pace with Na-
tional Board of  Techni-
cal Education criteria for 
the National Diploma 
programme.

By Chigozie Uzosike

A
s the family of  late 
Agnes Obianamma 
Mogbogu mourns 

the demise of  their mother 
whose one week burial ar-
rangement took place last 
week, the family and com-
munity members have con-
tinued to be comforted by 
the legacies and virtues of 
the matriarch.

Speaking to newsmen dur-
ing the week-long burial cer-
emony held at umuogbu vil-
lage, Awka, Anambra state 
that lasted for one week, the 
eldest daughter, Mrs. Ojiefi 
Amechi Chibuogwu (Od-
ibeze) noted that her moth-
er also known as ‘mother 
of  faith’ lived a life worthy 

Legacies, virtues of late Mother Mogbogu
comfort family, community

of  emulation, adding that 
her death on the 23 January 
this year came as shock to 
her and family. She hinted 
that her mother represented 
good, decent, fulfilled and 
exhibited life of  giving and 
sharing to all even with the 
little she had.

The soft spoken Chibuog-
wu said that mama Agnes 
who was aged 80, incul-
cated to the children spirit 
of  patience, perseverance, 
charity, stressing that mama 
was a very generous person 
that shared her clothes, food 
stuffs, money, even her drugs 
to those  in need. “She was 
a lover of  peace, justice ad-
vocate and defender of  the 
oppressed. She always spoke 
against injustice. She was tes-

timony of  the awesomeness 
and faithfulness of  God”, 
Chibuogwu noted. 

Mama Agnes who was 
survived by seven children 
had her funeral which start-
ed on the 6th April with 
service of  songs through the 
burial proper, ending with 
thanksgiving outing service 
at the Cathedral Church 
of  St. Faith, Awka, cele-
brated in grand style as the 
members of  the communi-
ty, captains of  industries, 
clergy, traditional rulers, 
politicians, youths, women, 
various groups where mama 
Agnes belonged all gathered 
to pay her last respect, add-
ing that she was an effigy of 
humanity.

Chibuogwu hinted that 

she was happy that her sib-
lings and relatives came to-
gether to give their mother 
befitting burial, adding that 
late Mrs. Mogbogu was a 
member of  women’s guild, 
St. Peter’s zone, ‘otu obio-
ma’, ‘otu ifunanya’ where 
she played active roles before 
she travelled to America. 
“She was a member of  Inter-
national Women Prayer Net-
work and the chairlady of 
‘okwubudo na uzuakpundu 
ime uno’. She was one of  the 
highly respected matriarchs 
of  the Mogbogus”, Chibuog-
wu revealed.     

Chibuogwu said that the 
loving memories  and lega -
cies of  mother Agnes would 
be missed by not only the 
family but by the entire 

community members es-
pecially the less privileged 
whom she supported while 
she was alive, adding that 
her emulative virtues which 
speak volumes has the ca-
pacity and potentialities to 
comfort both the children 
and people of  Umuogbu 
who have not ceased talk-
ing about her good-natured, 
humane, down-to-earth dis-
position and sense of  char-
ity, no wonder according 
to her, she (late Agnes) has 
been described as Dorcas of 
their time given the height 
of  humanitarian attitude she 
was known for. Chibuogwu 
appreciated all and sundry 
who attended the funeral, es-
pecially those whose moral, 
spiritual, financial support 
came handy.

By Glory Ugochukwu

T
he Chancellor of  
Gregory Univer-
sity, Uturu and 

Chairman, Proprietors 

of  Private Universities 
in Nigeria, Prof. Grego-
ry Ibe has congratulated 
the newly elected chair-
man of  the Abia state 
chapter of  Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists (NU-
J),Victor Ndukwe with 
a call to ensure profes-
sionalism.

Prof  Gregory Ibe, 
who praised members 
of  Abia state NUJ for a 
successful election, said 
that ‘having followed 
with keen interest the 
processes leading to the 
just concluded election 
of  the Abia chapter of  
Nigeria Union of  Jour-
nalists (NUJ), we con-
gratulate you on your 
emergence as chairman.’

He also said that, ‘con-
sidering the role of  me-
dia in the overall devel-
opment of  our society, 
the challenges and ex-
pectations of  the mass-
es, especially from NUJ, 
one would not but say 
that the task before you 
is daunting.’

Ibe calls on new Abia 
NUJ chairman to ensure
professionalism

IPOB’s grievances valid, says Ikpeazu

T
he IPOB, a seces-
sionist group, has 
been linked with at-

tacks on security agencies 
and facilities in the south-
east, the most recent being 
the attack on Owerri Cus-
todial Centre and police 
command. Speaking in 
an interview on Tuesday, 
Ikpeazu said some of  the 
“issues raised” by IPOB 
should be addressed. He 
said it is only when those 

concerns are acknowledged 
that elected officials will 
be granted solid ground to 
preach the gospel of  Nige-
ria’s unity. The governor 
expressed his opposition 
to the strategy IPOB uses 
in pushing for its demands. 
He urged the group to ta-
ble its grievances in a civil 
manner. He said: “I have 
taken my time to listen to 
some of  these issues raised 
by IPOB: issues about in-

justice, issues of  marginali-
sation, issues of  trust defi-
cits within the polity called 
Nigeria as it concerns peo-
ple from south-eastern Ni-
geria. And I think some of  
those are valid issues and 
they should be addressed 
and spoken to; they should 
be addressed squarely. So 
that everybody and those of  
us that are in government 
today can have a foothold 
within the south-east region 
to continue to promote the 
unity of  Nigeria.

“I do not subscribe to the 
strategy of  IPOB in pur-
suing their goals. And the 
reason is because I’m yet 
to see the end of  the tunnel 
from where I’m standing 
and I do not like to take 
a plunge in the dark. We 
must engage and discuss 

the issue which is bother-
ing them and everybody 
and we can’t continue to 
pretend as if  these issues 
are not valid. “Equal rights 
and justice is an indelible 
right of  all citizens and if  
through impunity and care-
lessness we allow a group 
of  people to begin to feel 
like they’re not rightly rep-
resented within the polity, 
it creates a lacuna where 
people are no longer con-
fident in the government 
to protect them and take 
care of  their interest with-
in the polity. There’s bound 
to be agitation one way or 
another. Some of  these re-
actions may extrapolate to 
levels that may undermine 
national convention and 
unity.”

Mrs. Amechi Chibuogwu (left) with sisters in tears, before the internment of their mother, late Agnes 
Obianamma Mogbogu last week in Awka, Anambra
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outh East governors and 

Sother leaders of  the zone 
last Sunday, gathered in 

Owerri, Imo State capital for 
what they termed crucial security 
summit. The meeting was against 
the backdrop of  the recent 
security breaches in the zone, 
whereby gunmen has been 
attacking security personnel and 
facilities; in some occasions 
killing security personnel and at 
other occasions burning down 
their stations, vehicles and other 
equipment.

The security challenge got to 
the pinnacle on Easter Monday, 
April 5, when the gunmen 
a t t a c k e d  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d 
correctional headquarters in the 
state, burnt some parts of  the 
respective buildings, cars and 
sens i t ive  document s.  The 
attackers freed a total of  1,844 
inmates at the Correctional 
Centre and over 50 detainees at 
the Police Headquarters, Owerri.

This particular incident has 
sent shivers down the spines of  
the Nigerian government, leaders 
and chief  security agencies in the 
country, who hitherto were not 
taking the gunmen serious. For 
mustering the courage, audacity 
and boldness to attack the citadel 
of  security in Imo State, regarded 
as one of  the most secured 

f a c i l i t i e s  i n  N i ge r i a ,  t h e 
authorities have now come to 
regard the masterminds as real 
daredevil gunmen who can go to 
any extent if  not properly 
checkmated. For the governor of  
I m o  S t a t e,  S e n a t o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma, he is not finding it 
funny that the gunmen could 
operate freely at the supposedly 
we l l  f o r t i f i e d  Po l i c e  a n d 
C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e 
headquarters in the state, which 
are situated directly opposite the 
state government house and at 
the very heart of  the city.

This no doubt necessitated 
the convening of  the security 
summit, an action taken so 
ser ious by the South East 
governors and other leaders of  
the zone.  It was one of  the very 
few times that South Easterners 
witnessed a meeting called in the 
zone and was attended by the five 
South East governors, without 
anyone sending his deputy or any 
o t h e r  a p p o i n t e e  a s  a 
representative.

Meanwhile, one of  the main 
issues of  the meeting was the 
announcement of  the formation 
of  a South East zonal security 
uni t  known as  Ebubeagu. 
Read ing  the  communiqué 
reached at the meeting, the 
chairman, South East Governors 
Forum, Governor Dave Umehi 

disclosed the decision of  the 
leaders to set up the security 
outfit to contain the rising 
insecurity in the zone.

H o w e v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e 
announcement, people of  South 
East zone and beyond have been 
reviewing and reacting to the 
action and pronouncement of  the 
leaders, with most giving reasons 
why the Ebubeagu security outfit 
will be a total failure.

The first group of  people is 
those who saw the action as a 
mere copycat and acting on an 
impulse. They reason that even 
the name Ebubeagu is not a 
product of  creativity. According 
to them, the Yoruba version of  
the security outfit, "Amotekun" 
is named after Leopard, an 
animal in the cat family and 
South East leaders also toed the 
same line and named theirs after 
a tiger, another animal in the cat 
f a m i l y.  E v e n  a t  t h a t ,  a 
respondent, Mr. Uche Ikem said; 
''to the best of  my knowledge, a 
tiger is not a security animal. A 
tiger does not secure. Rather, it 
goes to hunt for food and that 
after that it relaxes. Are you 
aware that a tiger plays with other 
animals or disregards them 
whenever it is not hungry?  
However, a leopard for instance, 
is always alert, hungry or not! My 
point is that, the name does not 

fall into any security measure and 
that is the problem''. 

Another reason deduced by 
another school of  thought is the 
fact that the leaders have been 
inconsistent as far as the issue of 
forming a regional security outfit 
for the zone was concerned.  
According to an Owerri resident 
Engineer Mathew Chinedu 
Chikwe,   ''recall that South East 
leaders were the first zone to 
tinker with the idea of  setting up 
a regional security outfit, but left 
it at a rhetoric level, while the 
Yoruba's picked it up, backed it 
wi th  proper  p lanning and 
realized it within a matter of  
months, even in the face of  
serious opposition from the 
federal government and heads of  
security agencies in the country. 
You are also aware that the 
governors' forum chairman, 
Umahi had sometime in 2020, 
after one of  their meetings, 
informed the world that the 
l e a d e r s  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d 
arrangement to set up a regional 
security outfit. He was reported 
to have said that they have 
recruited the personnel, sawn 
uniforms for them and also 
purchased vehicles for them. 
H o w e v e r  a f t e r  t h a t 
announcement, nothing was 
heard again about it''.

Other  fac tor  tha t  may 

militate against the proper 
functionality of  Ebubeagu is 
inconsistencies in approach, 
methodology and delivery. For 
instance, according to News 
Echo's check, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma, against the wish of  
the people, and, as he put it, to 
ensure peace, security and 
orderliness in the state, dissolved 
t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o m m u n i t y 
executives and their presidents 
general  and insta l led new 
leaders. This is causing ripples in 
the state and may lead to the 
c o m m u n i t i e s  n o t  t a k i n g 
directives from the new town 
union leaders. In this case, the 
concept of  Ebubeagu may not 
really work in this ensuing 
milieu. Uzodimma, according to 
investigations,   has been vocal in 
ruling out a regional security 
outfit for the zone, insisting that 
the zone have made due with the 
vigilante in various communities 
and the recently established 
community security outfit which 
is a nationwide arrangement. 
Also the governors '  forum 
chairman,  Umehi was reported 
to have last month,  declared 
openly that everything about 
regional security outfit for the 
zone was dead, supporting the 

Ebubeagu Security
Network: Will it work? 

By Uzoma Ogoke, Owerri

Continues on Pg. 9

South East Governors and leaders after floating Ebubeagu
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n April 11th, 2021, the 

Ogovernors of  Abia, 
Anambra, Ebonyi, 

Enugu and Imo State gathered 
in Owerri, deliberated and 
came out with a security outfit 
for the South Eastern Nigeria 
codenamed "Ebubeagu."

However, Leopards are 
astoundingly strong. In fact, 
they are pound for pound the 
strongest of  the big cats. They 
are able to climb trees, even 
when carrying heavy prey, and 
often choose to rest on tree 
branches during the day. 

With these characteristics, 
who would not love a tiger for a 
s e c u r i t y  g u a r d ?  Wi t h  a 
territory made up of  land and 
water, with trees and their 
scattered branches in the 
forests, having an outfit that is 
c a p a b l e  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g 
properly in all these habitats is 
perfect. To make the matter a 
more interesting security 
being, an Igbo wise word goes 
this way, "Ebubeagu na eche 
agu." That is to say that the 
majesty of  a tiger protects its 
environment, even when it is 
asleep or busy with other 
things or absent minded to its 
environment.

What a name! What an 
enemy frightening name! 
Great name capable of  sending 
all criminals to exile! This is 
just a perfect name for the 
current security situation in 
South East! However, the 
proof  of  the pudding is in the 
eating. Reactions from Ndigbo 
after the announcement in 
Owerri, agree with the age-
long Igbo wise word that says, 
"Ana eji isi ahuru amata uto 
nsi," which simply means that 
early signs of  a project can 
prove its feasibility.

News Echo took some 
walk, spoke to Ndigbo and got 
reactions from Ndigbo on the 
announcement of  Ebubeagu, 
i t s  f e a s i b i l i t y,  p o s s i b l e 
jurisdiction and loopholes that 
should be closed if  truly it has 
come to stay. A security expert 
based in Aba, Abia State, Mr. 
Osondu Mbaonu said that the 
Ebubeagu security outfit must 
avoid  and eschew in  i t s 
entirety, al l  the negative 
elements that destroyed the 
confidence the public once had 
on the Nigeria Police. Mbaonu 
said that if  the South East must 
solve the problem that may 
come with Ebubeagu, it must 

start from the scratch by getting 
proper legislation to ensure 
that Ebubeagu should have a 
legal backing. He said that 
there should be an act that 
e m p o w e r s  t h e m  a n d 
commissions that supervise 
them which will of  also take 
care of  their funding and 
deve lop  the  c r i t e r i a  fo r 
recruitment. 

Mbaonu expressed concern 
ove r  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e 
governors to pay the officers of  
the outfit, stressing that most 
of  the states even find it 
difficult to pay their civil 
servants. He however warned 
that should such ugly incident 
of  owing security outfit occur 
in the case of  Ebubeagu, the 
governors will end up causing 
more problems for the region, 
as the personnel of  the outfits 
w i l l  t a k e  t h e  r o u t e  o f  
policemen known for roadside 
bribery. Mbaonu called on the 
governors to consult widely, as 
mere gathering in Owerri to 
issue a communiqué is not 
enough to ensure the security 
of  l ives and proper ty of  
N d i g b o  a n d  s m o o t h 
workability of  their new 
security outfit. 

"Another issue is this, how 
will Ebubeagu interact with 
other security agencies? This is 
because there must be inter-
agency interaction, intelligent 
sharing and collaboration.  
W h a t  a r e  t h e  a r e a s  o f  
interaction and what are the 
areas of  overlapping functions? 
Where will the police overlap 
their function into Ebubeagu 
etc. These things need to be 
properly articulated to avoid 
classes and pride. The next 
thing will be, what kind of  
arms will Ebubeagu officers 
and men make use of ? This is 
very important because you 
cannot say you're Ebubeagu 

and you're operating with Den 
Guns to scare away herdsmen 
tha t  a r e  ope ra t ing  wi th 
sophisticated guns. 

" S o m e  o f  t h e  k i l l e r 
Herdsmen may go with RPG, 
GPMG and you want to fight 
them with Den-Guns? So this 
is important because the arm 
will give them a kind of  
confidence to do their jobs and 
also encourage them whenever 
they go on joint operation with 
the police and army. The legal 
b a c k i n g ,  t h e  a r m s,  t h e 
recruitment, the funding and 
t h e  u n i f o r m s  a r e  v e r y 
important in whatever they are 
doing. What will be the area of  
their jurisdiction? This is very 
important. The Army, Police 
and Civil Defence have their 
j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h e  c o r e 
jur isdict ion of  the Civi l 
Defense is to protect every 
critical infrastructure in the 
country, the core work of  the 
a r my  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r 

t e r r i to r ia l  in teg r i ty,  the 
function of  the Nigeria Police 
is to make sure that there is 
peace, law and order in the 
country. What will be the area 
o f  the  core  func t ion  o f  
Ebubeagu''? 

Mbaonu suggested that 
Ebubeagu should be drafted 
into the various forests and 
bushes land borders of  the five 
South East States, to drive 
away killer herdsmen who are 
causing trouble in most of  the 
states. People talk about 
proliferation of  small arms, 
where did they come from? 
They came from the borders? 
So, if  the immigration at the 
borders fails to stop these 
influxes at the borders, and 
they are moving to the South 
East, it means there should be 
people to stop such influx. 
They  shou ld  be  ab l e  to 
checkmate these kinds of  
i s s u e s .  I f  y o u  a s k  m e, 
Ebubeagu should have their 

i dea  o f  communi t i e s  and 
localities coming up with security 
outfit that can handle their 
peculiar security issues.

Also, another school of  
thought is of  the opinion that the 
setting up of  Ebubeagu security 
outfit was not properly planned, 
a s  i t  i s  s e e n  t o  b e  a 
pronouncement made in haste, as 
a result of  the immediate security 
challenges facing the zone. They 
also faulted the idea of  involving 
the heads of  regular security 
agencies in the country, thereby 
watering down the idea of  
making it an Igbo affair, the way 

the Yoruba's did theirs. 
More than anything else, 

how will this security unit be 
funded and controlled?  In the 
w o r d s  o f  M a d a m  R i t a 
Anyadimma,  ''The South East 
g o v e r n o r s  h a v e  a l w a y s 
complained of  receiving meager 
allocation from the federal 
revenue and I wonder how they 
tend to muster the funds to 
operate  a  highly f inancial 
intensive regional security outfit. 
There are also the questions 
about the structure. How is the 
outfit going to be structured and 
managed? Who are they going to 
take instructions/ orders from? 
To me, the pronouncement of  

Ebubeagu is vague – It lacks 
substance. And let me ask, what 
is the timeline for taking off  of  
the security outfit''?

Also while some  analysts 

wonder how the leaders are going 

to convince Igbo youths to dump 

the Eastern Security Network 

which they believe so much in 

and embrace the Ebubeagu, 

formed by the leaders who the 

masses have lost confidence in. It 

is at this point that a taxi driver in 

Imo stated thus: ''the South East 

governors are doing this looking 

at 2023.  They intend to use it as 

their militia arm to intimidate 

their opponents and muscle their 

way  t o  p owe r  d u r i n g  t h e 

oncoming general elections''.

Be that as it may, the people 

are keeping their fingers crossed 

and see how the Ebubeagu 

security outfit fares. It has been a 

long standing agitation from 

concerned citizens of  South East, 

especially the religious leaders 

for a regional security outfit to 

protect the citizens from the 

menace of  herdsmen and other 

murderous elements. 

core function in the forest 
areas. We must have proper 
e n t r y  p o i n t s  w h e r e  t h e 
Ebubeagu should man. They 
need to know the movement of  
everyone in the forest. The 
forest area should be their main 
area of  jurisdiction. Coming to 
the town area may be to carry 
out arrest that's when they'll 
have to collaborate with police 
or even overlap for awhile."

A human rights research 
a n d  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p , 
International Society for Civil 
Liberties and the Rule of  Law 
(Intersociety), said that the 
Ebubeagu outfit is inoperable. 
Intersociety in a statement 
signed by Emeka Umeagbalasi 
noted that Ebubeagu can never 
operate successfully where 
almost 100 percent of  top 
security especially military and 
police formations are in the 
hands of  officers from the 

Ebubeagu: Perfect move
or another big joke? 

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba
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Hausa-Fulani extraction.
"There is and it is an act of  

impossibility finding any 
region in Nigeria where 10% of  
its top security formations are 
commanded by officers of  Igbo 
Christian stock, not to talk of  
dominating or controlling their 
majority or over 98% as 
presently the case in Igbo 
South East region. The gross 
lopsidedness, if  not total 
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  n a m e d 
formations by officers of  
F u l a n i - H a u s a  M u s l i m 
extraction in Igbo Southeast 
and its gateway regions is so 
shocking and alarming that 
key security formations in its 
ga teway  S ta te s  a re  a l so 
manned by senior Fulani-
Hausa officers and a fraction 
of  Southwest Muslim officers."

Explaining the situation 
further, Umeagbalasi said, 
"statistically, in Benue State, a 
m a j o r  g a t eway  i n t o  t h e 
Southeast, the Commander of  
Operation Whirl Stroke is 
Major Gen Yekini Adeyemi 
(Southwest Muslim), the 
Commander of  401 Special 
Forces Brigade, Makurdi is 
B r i g a d i e r  G e n  S a m a i ' l a 
Mohammed Uba (Fulani-
H a u s a  M u s l i m ) ,  t h e 
Commanding Officer of  72 
Special Forces Battalion, 
Makurdi  i s  Lt  Col  A.D. 
Alhassan  (Fulani -Hausa 
M u s l i m )  a n d  t h e  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police is 
Audu Madaki. In Edo State, 
another major gateway into the 
South East ,  the  Br igade 
Commander of  4 Brigade, 
Benin is Brigadier Gen MA 
Sadiq (Fulani-Hausa Muslim) 
and the State Commissioner of  
Police is Aliyu Ogbadu. In 
Delta State, the State of  origin 
o f  l a r g e  o u t p o s t  I g b o 
popula t ion ,  the  Br igade 
Commander of  63 Brigade; 
Asaba is Brigadier Gen A Idris 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) and 
the State Commissioner of  
Police is Ari Mohammed Alli 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim). In 
Rivers State, a major gateway 
into the South East, the GOC, 
6 Division, Port-Harcourt is 
M a j o r  G e n  S a m b o  G 
Mohammed (Fulani-Hausa 
Muslim). In Cross River State, 
a major Southeast neighbor, 
the State Commissioner of  
Pol ice  i s  S ik i r u  Akande 
(Southwest Muslim) and in 

Akwa Ibom State, another 
Southeast gateway, the Brigade 
Commander of  2 Brigade, Uyo 
i s  B r i g a d i e r  G e n  Fa r u k 
Mijinyawa (Fulani-Hausa 
Muslim)."

Intersociety also said that 
the Police Zonal Commands in 
Calabar and Benin are also as 
at weeks back headed by 
Fulani-Hausa Muslims (AIG 
Zaki Ahmed incumbent AIG 
for Zone 6 and another is for 
Zone 5). The group added that 
in neighboring Bayelsa State, 
Air Vice Marshall Aliyu Bello 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) is the 
Air Officer Commanding 
Nigerian Air Force Base in 
Yenagoa. Intersociety said that 
In the Southeast  Region 
proper, the following findings 
were made in the leadership in 
the military formations.

" M a j o r  G e n  To a r e e d 
Lagbaja, GOC, 82 Division, 
Enugu (Southwest Muslim), 
Brig Gen GS Mohammed 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) and 
Commander, 82 Division 
Finance Corps, Brigadier Gen 
Ibrahim Tukura (Fulani-
Hausa Muslim) and Brigade 
Commander, 34 Brigade, 
Obinze, Brig Gen M. Ibrahim 
(Fulani -Hausa  Musl im) ; 
Br igade Commander,  14 
B r i g a d e ,  O h a f i a ) ,  C o l 
Abdulsalam Abubakar Sambo 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) and 
Cantonment Commandant of  
the 302 Artillery Regiment, 
Onitsha, Lt Col O. Sadiq 
(Muslim) and Commanding 
Officer, 24 Army Support 
Engineering, Abakiliki," it 
noted. 

Intersociety went on to 
e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  s a m e 
lopsidedness in evidently seen 
even in the police formations in 
the South East, which it says 
g ive s  i t  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t 
E b u b e a g u  i s  a  m i s s i o n 
impossible. "In Imo state, 
N a s i r u  M o h a m m e d , 
Commissioner of  Police, Imo 
State (Fulani-Hausa Muslim), 
Aliyu Garba, Commissioner 
of  Police, Ebonyi State (Fulani 
Hausa Muslim), Mohammed 
Aliyu,  Commissioner  of  
Police, Enugu State Command 
(Fulani -Hausa  Musl im) , 
M o n d a y  B e l l a  K u r y a s , 
Commissioner of  Police, 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  ( H a u s a 
Christian) and Janet Agbede, 
Commissioner of  Police, Abia 
S t a t e .  P o l i c e  Z o n e s  9 
(Umuahia) and 13 (Ukpo-

Anambra) are also in the hands 
o f  s a m e  F u l a n i - H a u s a 
Muslims and as at weeks ago, 
were headed by AIGs Zana 
Mohammed Ibrahim and 
Hafiz Mohammed. In all these, 
the only Igbo found among top 
securi ty headship in the 
Region is the newly posted Air 
Officer Commanding (AOC) 
Air Force Ground Training 
Command, Enugu, Air Vice 
Marshall Frank Oparah who 
took over from Air Vice 
Marshall Idi Amin (Fulani-
Hausa Muslim)."

 Intersociety also said that it 
found out that headships of  
O p e r a t i o n s ,  C r i m i n a l 
Investigations and Mobile 
Squadrons of  various State 
Commands of  the Nigerian 
Police Force in the Southeast 
Region are controlled by 
off icers of  Fulani-Hausa 
extraction and a fraction of  
Southwest Muslim officers.  
For instance, in the Anambra 
State Police Command, the 
present Deputy Commissioner 
of  Police for Operations is 
Salman Garba, the ACP for 
State CID is ACP Babalola 
Adewuyi and Commander of  
MOPOL 29 Squadron, Awka 
is ACP Abubakar El-Jamal 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim). These 
are just to cite but a few." 

Adding his voice to the 

reac t ions,  Prof .  Char les 
Chinekezi, said that the truth 
about the Eastern Governors 
security arrangement is that it 
had not been properly carved 
out well. For it to actually work 
well, it had to be structured, 
and the structuring starts from 
Point-A. This Point-A  means 
that there has to be official 
legislation consecutively by the 
five state assemblies, signing it 
into law for operation and 
mandating the governors to 
officially arm the Ebubeagu 
security unit.

" F i n a l l y ,  c r e a t e  a 
monitoring and a reporting 
system that is supposedly 
perfect and must be seen to run 
perfectly. This is a regional 
s e c u r i t y  n e t wo r k  t h a t ' s 
supposed to protect the entire 
South East region that has 
almost a hundred million 
persons if  not more. It's that 
ser ious.   So,  i t  must  be 
separated from the various 
governmental list, exclusive 
and essential doctrine so that 
the government can have 
power to fund. They need good 
training, good ammunition, 
good conduct which has to be 
carried out by professionally 
qualified personnel. Men of  
integrity, proven track record 
and tested humanity. It's not a 

joke. The governors have a 
serious project to do here and if  
they fail to do the needful, the 
project is dead on arrival and 
it'll look like a reactionary 
move to make people think 
they are doing something. That 
will amount to what we call all 
motion and no movement 
system or a kind of  busy body 
arrangement that always try to 
look busy, but just not there. 

"If  they don't know the 
requirements, let them not just 
do anything. The South West 
had broad base consultations; 
the Governors consulted the 
intelligentsia, the leaders of  
thought and all the necessary 
persons. They came together 
and agreed on the terms, 
principles and operational 
methodologies of  their own.  
And that's why the Federal 
Government with all its threats 
ended up not being able to do 
anything about it because they 
saw the  ge nu ine ne s s  o f  
p u r p o s e  o f  w h a t  w a s 
happening in the South West.  
Eastern governors should not 
just perch on top of  a flower 
that has no rooting and now 
start boast that they want to 
start a security outfit."
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South East Governors' Forum,
toothless bull dog?

his is not the best of  time Tf o r  S o u t h e a s t 
Governors.  If  it is not a 

fall in oil revenue leading to 
d r a s t i c  c u t  i n  F e d e r a l 
Allocations, it is corona virus 
otherwise called COVID-19, 
loss of  jobs, among others.

Despite the restiveness in the 
l a n d  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  t h e 
alarming rate of  inflation and 
hunger coupled with world 
economic depression, the worst 
challenge facing the Igbo 
governors which is becoming 
unbearable is insecurity largely 
caused by the activities of  some 
Fulani herdsmen and bandits.

For instance, the recent 
maiming, killings of  innocent 
citizens at border communities 
at Ebonyi and Enugu States is 
s t i l l  f resh  in  mind whi le 
incessant attacks on villagers in 
Uzo-Uwani Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State have 
caused grief, gnashing of  teeth 
and sorrow to the affected 
families in the area.

 It is against this backdrop 
that pundits are asking for the 
relevance of  the Southeast 
Governors' Forum (SGF) in the 
contemporary issues affecting 
Igbo man.   

Indeed, between 1999 when 
the SGF was birthed in Enugu 
with the then Anambra State 
g ove r n o r,  D r.  C h i n wo k e 
Mbadinuju as its chairman and 
now, a lot of  water has passed 
under the bridge.

The polarization of  Igbo 
governors' summit was so 
pronounced  under  Chie f  
Olusegun Obansanjo's era as it 
was alleged that the minutes of  
the forum was relayed to the 
presidency instantly, making the 
likes of  ex-governor Orji Uzor 
Kalu a scape-goat. Ironically, all 
the five governors that held 
sway in the zone then were from 
the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) stable.

Today, the story of  Igbo 
governors' union seems not to 
have changed as the activities of  
t h e  f o r u m  i s  s a i d  t o  b e 
monitored by the power that be 
in Abuja. One of  the questions 
often asked by many people is 
w h e t h e r  t h e  S o u t h e a s t 
Governors' Forum is a toothless 
bull dog?

Critics of  the Igbo governors 
posit that that the question is a 
clear question with a clear- cut 
answer; saying that the Forum is 
a toothless bull dog, although it 
is not the making of  the Eastern 
Governors but rather it is 

constitutional. The argument is 
that the 1999 Constitution 
which Nigerians are operating is 
overtly and covertly Islamic. So, 
Fulani that constitute the 
menace of  insecurity in the 
South East zone is operating 
within the ambit of  Nigeria 
Constitution of  1999. And 
ironically, not too many people 
know that insurgency in all its 
ramifications is embedded in 
the 1999 Const i tut ion of  
Nigeria. It may surprise people 
that Fulani herdsmen and their 
activities are constitutional as 
they, like any other ethnic 
nationalities, have freedom to 
move in all parts of  the country. 
This is the trailing line of  
knowledge depicting the non-
concomitance of  Southeast 
governors in the gambit of  
solving insecurity in the zone.

The theory is that since they 
(Governors) swore an oath to 
p r o t e c t  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Constitution, they cannot but 
do the bidding of  their pay 
masters who incidentally are the 
f r a m e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 9 9 
constitution.

Then, since the first law of  
nature is security upkeep, and 
since the constitution of  Nigeria 
creates a widow for insecurity 
inter-twined in religion, it is 
c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  S o u t h e a s t 
governors' Forum to be people-
oriented, in the maintenance of  
tranquility in the zone, they 
must  be  par t icular ly  and 
diversely illegal because 1999 
cons t i tu t ion  i s  i l l ega l i t y 
legalized.

This is why the formation of  
Forest Guards now christened 
“Ebubeagu” as regarded by the 
reactionaries is a still- born 
because it is constitutionally 
inopera t ive.  The  pyr rh ic 

question is: Who controls 
“Ebubeagu''?  The English 
dictum which says “Who so 
pays the piper dictates the tune” 
does not fall- in appropriately 
because Ebebu Agu and its 
f u n c t i o n a l i t i e s  w i l l  b e 
adequately paid for by the Igbo 
governors. So, payment of  the 
structure is not the problem 
here. The problem is control. 
So, that dictum should be 
changed to suit the Igbos' 
peculiarity, which is who so 
controls the piper dictates the 
tune.

To Mazi Kindness Jonah, 
Convener of  Voice from the 
East (V-east), “The Nigerian 
security operatives control the 
internal security formations 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  1 9 9 9 
constitution. So, Ebubeagu 
must unavoidably be controlled 
by the  Niger ian Secur i ty 
operatives and so, cannot help 
the Igbo hoi polloi. This gap in 
security functionality is the 
reason for the emergence of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafrans' 
Eastern security Network 
(ESN). Little wonder, then that 
the ordinary man in the street 
has wholeheartedly embraced 
ESN, and there is nothing that 
redirects them.     

“So, the best Southeast 
Governors' Forum can achieve 
i s  t ac i t  cum unqua l i f i ed 
acquiescence to the dictates of  
ESN or they forget Ebubeagu.  
This is the hard truth that 
Nigerian government does not 
want to hear but invariably it is 
indispensable within the radius 
of  Southeast Nigeria”, he 
added.

A cross section of  Enugu 
residents interviewed agreed 
that for regional integration, the 
Igbo governors should think 

h o m e  a n d  i n w a r d s  i n 
developing their region within 
the limit of  their resources. This 
standpoint is because the central 
government appears to be Igbo 
p h o b i c  j u d g i n g  f r o m 
appointments by President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ' s 
government so far. Any hated 
does not hate himself  so says an 
adage which is altruistic. So, 
Igbo Gover nors  can only 
succeed in regional integration 
i f  i t  i s  devoid of  central 
government mediation.  They 
can do this by teaming up with 
Diaspora Igbo and other well 
m e a n i n g  I g b o  t o  b u i l d 
impenetrable synergy that is 
supper economically situated.  
This was what Late Michael 
Okpara did in the First Republic 
and it worked wonders. Eastern 
region was thus adjudged as the 
fastest growing economy in the 
world. The Igbo governors are 
operating Nigerians' hatred of  
Ndigbo. The supposition that 
deferring to the centre will 
deliver the goods is forlorn.

The internal wrangling 
anywhere devoid development. 
In Igbo land, the homogeneity 
of  language is a blessing to be 
harnessed and this can come 
o n l y  b y  d o w n - p l a y i n g 
clannishness. Cultural diversity 
should talk of  claniness because 
the clan itself  is good as created. 
We can then maximize it by 
p lay ing  down se para t ion 
tendencies within 'Igboness' 
while working on forces of  
cohesion.

As it is, Igbo are greatly 
polarized along clannish lines 
w h i c h  a r e  n o t  g o o d  f o r 
development. Igbo governors' 
forum has a herculean task to 
address this un-towardness.  
T h e  p r o t r a c t i o n  o f  t h i s 

divisibility within the fabrics of  
'Igboness' has opened the flanks 
for  Igbo phobic Nigerian 
neighbours to infiltrate our 
ranks frustrating meaningful 
development. The governors 
have an uphill task to diffuse the 
nuisances of  these eternal 
forces.

In  a  s ta tement  by  the 
Intersociety for Civil Liberties 
and Rule  of  Law, a  Non 
Governmental Organization 
based in Onitsha, signed by its 
Principal Officers namely; 
E m e k a  U m e a g b a l a s i  ,  
Obianuju Igboeli, Chidimma 
Evan Udegbunam and Samuel 
K a m a n ya o k u ,  t h e  g r o u p 
questioned the Igbo governors 
for the setting up of  Ebubeagu, 
saying that they were suspicious 
of  the panicky and hurriedly 
announcement of  the regional 
security outfit.

“Coming when all hopes 
have been lost from state actor 
angles, forcing most citizens of  
the regions to place their hopes, 
expectations and solutions on 
the table of  non-state actors; we 
are very surprised to hear the 
sudden announcement”, they 
noted.

The Intersociety also doubts 
the sincerity and genuineness of  
the promoters of  the new 
security outfit insisting it is 
doubtful, too, whether critical 
indigenous stakeholders and 
other interest groups were duly 
consulted and carried along.

According to the group, 
“The new outfit is most likely a 
baptism name given to the 2019 
illegitimate and unpopular 
“ C o m m u n i t y  P o l i c i n g ” 
arrangement by the same 
Southeast governors during 
which all the security chiefs that 
attended the meeting where the 
decision to use “community 
Policing” to checkmate menace 
of  Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen in 
the Southeast region were made 
up of  officers of  Fulani-Hausa 
Muslim background.

“We therefore have strong 
reason that the Southeast 
Gover nors  newly created 
s e c u r i t y  o u t f i t ,  t a g g e d 
“Ebubeagu Security Outfit” is a 
caliphate inspired counter 
measure to truncate or weaken 
non state actor arrangement 
i n c l u d i n g  v i g i l a n t  a n d 
vigilantism resort to legitimize 
s e l f  d e f e n s e  s a f e g u a r d s 
provided in section 258 of  
Criminal Code and section 59-
6 0  o f  t h e  P e n a l  c o d e 
(operational in the Igbo parts of  
Benue and Kogi States).

 “The latest moves by the 
Southeast Governors are also 
likely geared towards using the 
so called Ebubeagu  Security 

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Continues on Pg. 12
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outfit to protect and consolidate 
the Jihadist Fulani Herdsmen 
incursions and settlements in 
bushes, forests, and farmlands 
in Southeast region and its 
outposts in Benue, Kogi, Rivers, 
Cross Rivers, Delta and Edo 
States.        

But Director General Voice 
of  Niger ia  (VON),  Osi ta 
Okechukwu thinks differently 
as he lauded the South East 
Governors for adopting a joint 
security network on the same 
p a g e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l 
government on the issue of  
security challenges in the 
country.

According to Okechukwu, 
the governors seem to be 
coordinating the local vigilante 
groups, Forest Guards in Enugu 
State, Homeland Security in 
Abia and similar outfits in other 
states and federal security 
agencies, stressing that the 
general insecurity in the land is 
prelude to hunger,  abject 
poverty and incessant killings.

“With Ebubeagu security 
network of  the Governors in 
conjunction with the federal 
government stands a better 
chance in fighting terrorists and 
bandits to a finish. We need all 
hands on deck to stamp out 
kidnapping, banditry and all 
m a n n e r  o f  i n s e c u r i t y  i n 
Nigeria.” Okechukwu said.

On ESN and Ebubeagu, 
Okechukwu quipped, saying 
“We can't afford to throw away 
the baby and the bath water. 
“Accordingly, IPOB in the 
collective interest of  Ndigbo 
and the harmonious corporate 
existence of  our dear country 
s h o u l d  d i s s o l ve  E a s t e r n 
Security Network forthwith. 
We must rely on the Zikist 
maxim that no condition is 
permanent; therefore we cannot 
take harsh decisions because of  
the prevailing socio-economic 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s 
Ndigbo stands to 
benefit maximally 
a n y w h e r e  i n 
Nigeria when the 
harsh condition 
changes. Change it 
must, for change is 
c o n s t a n t ” ,  h e 
added.

 On the phobia 
in certain quarters 
t h a t  r e g i o n a l 
security network 
l ike  Amotekun 
a n d  E b u b e a g u 
may eventual ly 
l e a d  t o  S t a t e 
P o l i c e , 
Okechukwu said, “whereas am 
not opposed to State Police; 
however to strike the mean, 
there is need for the State 
G o v e r n o r s  w h o  w i l l 
superintend over the State 
Police to adhere to the fine 
tenets of  Executive Order 10, 
which gave life to Section 121(3) 
of  the 1999 Constitution of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria.”

Executive Order 10, he 
explained, “is designed to 
fashion out strategies and 

m o d a l i t i e s  f o r  t h e 
implementation of  financial 
a u t o n o my  f o r  t h e  S t a t e 
Legislature and State Judiciary 
in compliance with section 
121(3) of  the Constitution of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
1999 (as Amended); taking into 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l l  o t h e r 
applicable laws, instruments, 
conventions and regulations, 
which provides for financial 
autonomy at the State tier of  
government.

“Methinks that for State 

Police to obey the social 
contract between the people 
a n d  s t a t e  g o ve r n o r s ; 
E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  1 0 
b e c o m e s  r e l e v a n t  t o 
guarantee the independence 
of  the State Judiciary and 
State Legislatures, plus local 
c o u n c i l s  e l e c t e d  a s 
stipulated in Section 7 of  
our Constitution. State 
Pol ice  under  our  dear 
Governors who act more or 
less like emperors will be 
antithetical to the growth of  
democracy.”Okechukwu 
added.
Be that as it may, Ndigbo are 

stil l  waiting for proactive 
actions from their governors 
especially in the area of  critical 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e,  t a c k l i n g 
i n c r e a s i n g  r a t e s  o f  
unemployment and regional 
integration as days of  rhetoric 

should be over.
The citizens in Igbo land 

wa n t  t o  s e e  t h e  d ay  t h e 
governors will resuscitate the 
several moribund industries in 
t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  t h e 
implementation of  the working 
document on the Southeast 
Stabilization Fund which the 
Chairman of  the Forum, David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi State, told 
journalists in May last year 
during their meeting in Enugu 
that they had asked Ohanaeze 
N d i g b o  t o  s u b m i t  f o r 
consideration. 

It is only then that the 
Forum which offers the various 
governors of  the zone the 
opportunity to pull ideas and 
resources together in order to 
conf ront  soc io -economic 
challenges will be meaningful to  
Ndigbo.

...South East Governors' Forum,
toothless bull dog?

“
The citizens in Igbo land want to 

see the day the governors will 
resuscitate the several  moribund 
industries  in the region and the 
implementation of the working document 
on the Southeast Stabilization Fund 
which the Chairman of the Forum, David 
Umahi of Ebonyi State, told journalists in 
May last year during their meeting in 
Enugu that they had asked Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo to submit for consideration. 

Continued from Pg. 11
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OkorochaOkorochaOkorocha

EkweremaduEkweremaduEkweremadu

EFCC worsens
Okorocha's woes,
arrests ex Imo gov

t is not yet freedom time Ifor a former governor of  
I m o  S t a t e,  S e n a t o r 

Rochas Okorocha, as he was 
arrested by the operatives of  
the Economic and Financial 
C r i m e s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(EFCC), yesterday. This is 
the second time in two 
months Okorocha was being 
arrested by security agencies 
as he was picked up on 
February 21 by the police for 
unsealing a hotel sealed by 
the Imo State Government.  

According to a report, 
Okorocha was apprehended 
after about ' 'a five-hour 

s t a n d o f f  w i t h  E F C C 
operatives who trailed him to 
the location'', the account 
indicated. A source revealed 
that the EFCC had on several 
occasions invited the senator 
representing Imo West in the 
Nat ional  Assembly for 
questioning in relation with 
n u m e r o u s  c o r r u p t i o n 
allegations against him, but 
he never honoured.

The EFCC spokesperson, 
W i l s o n  U w u j a r e n , 
confirmed the development 
and noted that the Owelle 
was really was in the agency's 
custody.



he Governors of  the TSouth East Zone rose 
f r o m  a  S e c u r i t y 

Summit on Sunday 11th April 
2 0 2 1  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e 
establishment of  the South 
Eas t  Reg iona l  Vig i lan te 
Security Outfit code name 
"Ebube Agu" meant to combat 
crimes in the region. This move 
has generated several reactions 
from the public both in favour 
and against the initiative.

President Igbo National 
C o u n c i l  ( I N C ) ,  C h i l o s 
G o d s e n t  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e 
emergence of  the outfit as 
follows: It's surprising to note 
that Governors of  South East 
Z o n e  w i l l  r i s e  f r o m  a n 
intellectual exercise called 
Security Summit and thus 
announce the formation of  a 
Regional Vigilante Security 

ollowing the establishment Fof  a new regional security 
outfit codenamed Ebube 

Agu by the South East governors, 
on Sunday, stakeholders in the 
region have expressed mixed 
reactions on the development. 

News Echo gathered that while 
some people are hailing the 
decision of  the governors, others 
felt it was somewhat too late in the 
day, especially with the level of  
insecurity leading to killing of  
security personnel in the region.

They applaud the governors 
for imitating their South-West 
counterparts, who about a year ago 
came up with the South-West 
Security Network, also known as 
Amotekun.

Chairman of  the South-East 
Governors' Forum, Dave Umahi 
o f  E b o n y i  S t a t e  s a i d  t h e 
headquarters of  the outfit will be in 
Enugu, while also explaining that 

Ebube Agu will also monitor the 
activities of  vigilante groups in 
member states of  Anambra, 
Enugu, Imo, Abia and Ebonyi.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  wa s 
contained in a communiqué read 
by Umahi,  af ter  exhaust ive 
discussions on the current security 
challenges in the South East and 
with valuable contributions from 
participants at the first South-East 
security summit in Owerri.

 It was resolved as follows; to 
s t rongly  and unequivocal ly 
condemn terrorism and banditry in 
any part of  Nigeria, particularly in 
the South East. The meeting 
strongly condemns the burning of  
police stations, violent attacks on 
custodial centres with the unlawful 
release of  inmates, and the killings 
including security personnel, 
natives/ farmers and herdsmen.

"That the five South-East states 
are on the same page with the 

federal government on the issue of  
security challenges in the country. 
To this end, the meeting makes it 
absolutely clear that the Southeast 
will stand resolutely with the 
federal  government to f ight 
terrorists and bandits to a finish

"That the political leadership 
in the South-East has resolved to 
bring together all the arsenals at 
their command, as one united 
zone, to fight and f lush out 
criminals and terrorists from the 
zone.

"That to fast track crime-
busting in the southeast, the heads 
of  security agencies have been 
m a n d a t e d  t o  d r a w  u p  a 
comprehensive l i s t  of  their 
logistics and material needs for 
sustainable success in the fight 
against  cr iminal i ty,  for  the 
immediate provision by the 
leadership of  the South East.

Reacting on the development, 

the Vice President of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo Worldwide, Chief  Demian 
Ogene-Okeke, said the Ohaneze 
Ndigbo, as an apex Igbo Social 
Cultural Organization headed by 
Professor Geoffrey Obiezor, was 
strongly behind the governor's 
decision.

According to Ogene-Okeke, 
what the governors under governor 
Dave Umahi, has just done, would 
give a direction of  what is actually 
happening the region.

Speaking fur ther, Ogene-
Okeke said: “Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Worldwide received the formation 
of  a joint South East Security outfit 
by the South East Governors with 
joy. It is all expected. In the last 
meeting of  the Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Elders Council, we mandated 
them to do it. In our release last 
time we urged them to do it. I am 
happy they have done so and we 
believe with this the rate of crimes 
and criminality in the South East 
will minimize.

Another stakeholder and a 
Chieftain of  the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) in Imo state, 
Chief  Adolphus' Dara, on his part, 
said the outfit would flush out the 
Eastern Security Network (ESN), 
s e t - u p  b y  t h e  p r o s c r i b e d 
secessionist group, the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB), in which 
he allegedly accused of  being 
behind the security challenges the 
region is currently facing at the 
moment.

A Youth leader in the South 
East, Comrade Faguson, who also 
reacted on the development, said 
the governor's decision was a result 
o f  the  mul t ip le  a t tacks  on 
government security facilities in 
Owerri, insisting that they only 
acted because they felt threatened 
and that Owerri attack was too 
pronounced before the Whole 
World. “Our Governors waited for 
the Imo state attacks before they 
could wake up. People have been 
crying about insecurity, they never 
cared. Imagine if  the attack did not 
happen, they wouldn't  have 
bothered. That tells you the quality 
of  leaders we have in the zone.

Outfit  without any legal 
framework. This is a huge joke, 
i t ' s  unacceptable for  the 
Governors of  the South East 
Zone to hold such summit 
meant to be a serious affair 
without thorough consultation 
with, and inclusion of  serving 
and retired senior military and 
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s ,  s e l f -
determination groups and key 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  o f  I g b o 
extraction, it's treacherous, 
total betrayal and sabotage 
against the Igbo Nation for the 
Governors to have invited 
Fulani military and Police 
officers into such Regional 
Security Summit meant to 
exclusively discuss the home 
land security of  the South East 
Zone at this critical stage in the 
development of  Nigeria.

 We also note that the 

purported South East Vigilante 
Security Outfit as announced 
by the Governors of  Zone has 
no legal framework as its not 
supported by any law from the 
State Houses of  Assembly in 
zone, the purported South East 
Vigilante Security Outfit 
announced by the Governors 
of  the zone was nothing but the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  F u l a n i 
/ M i ye t t i  A l l a h  s e c u r i t y 
template for South East Zone 
w h i c h  i s  n o w  b e i n g 
implemented by the Governors 
of  zone. You will remember 
that the Miyetti Allah has 
proposed the establishment of  
Vigilante in the zone but was 
resisted by many of  the self-
determination groups from the 
zone, We are afraid that the 
South East Governors are 
playing the scribes of  the ruling 

Jihadist Fulanis, the Ebube 
Agu as they call it may be 
the conduit for surveillance 
and intelligence gathering 
a g a i n s t  t h e  s e l f -
determinat ion g roups 
based in South East Zone.

The Igbo National 
Council (INC) therefore 
urge the Governors not to 
adulterate and give bad name 
to the already existing INC 
Vigilante Security Outfit 
code name "Operation 
I j e  A g u " .  W e 
condemn in  i t s 
totality the process 
o f  f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
announcement of  the South 
Eas t  Reg iona l  Vig i lan te 
Security Outfit code name 
"Ebube Agu". We therefore 
urge the Governors to widen 
their consultation with all the 

major stakeholders in the zone 
especially serving and retired 
military and police officers of  
the South East extraction 
inclusive of  all  the Self-
determination groups of  the 
Igbo Nation. A stitch in time 
saves nine. 
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Introduction
hat happened to 

Wm y  l i f e  o f  
silence? Social 

media notifications, Netflix 
binging, over-thinking, and 
constantly being surrounded 
by others and overloading 
our calendars are just many 
of  the infinite ways to avoid 
silence. We have turned 
noise into entertainment�- it 
p r ov i d e s  a  t e m p o r a r y 
distraction so you cannot pay 
attention. Every time I enter 
into silence and meditation, 
it takes quite a while to be 
settled, to be calm. In those 
moments, thoughts of  an 
endless number of  tasks that 
need to be done at my job and 
my house, would hit my 
consciousness. Besides, I 
have special projects, blog 
posts, videos, and most 
significantly, people I need to 
connect with throughout the 
day. My mind never shuts 
off, unless I put my foot 
down and say, “Enough is 
enough!” 

Entering into silence and 
meditation takes work. It 
takes discipline and courage 
to cut through all the little 
things that distract our minds 
and hearts, to arrive at a 
sac red  and  p roduc t ive 
silence. Nonetheless, there 
are situations where silence 
could be damaging. This 
article will not only define 
and explain silence; it will 
look into the spiritual, 
psychological, and social 
benefits of  silence, and so on. 

What is Silence? 
The Merriam Webster 

dictionary defines silence to 
be “a lack of  sound or noise, 
or a situation, state, or period 
of  time in which people do 
not talk.” It  is  also “a 
situation or state in which 
someone does not talk about 
or answer questions or give a 
r e p l y  o r  r e s p o n d ”  t o 
something. To me, silence is 
so ambiguous. It is always 
ambiguous and it is difficult 
to  unders tand  i t s  t r ue 
meaning. Hereafter, I will 
now discuss the benefits of  
Silence in three different 
aspects of  life: Spiritual, 
Psychological and Social

Spiritual benefits of 
silence

“In the silence of  the 
heart God speaks. If  you face 
God in prayer and silence, 
God will speak to you. Then 
you will know that you are 
nothing. It is only when you 
realize your nothingness, 
your emptiness, that God 
can fill you with Himself.” 
(Mother Teresa). “All of  
humanity's problems stem 
from man's inability to sit 
quietly in a room alone.” - 
Blaise Pascal.

During my spiritual year 
as a novitiate, we had young 
persons who stayed under a 
b i g  r o o f  f o r  wo r k i n g , 
praying, and learning. It was 
a year experience, coated 
with waking up every day by 
4:00am. From that moment, 
every other thing including 
freshening up, walking into 
the chapel, getting a seat, and 
meditating for about 20 – 30 
minutes would be done in 
a b s o l u t e  s i l e n c e .  A n 
invocation for prayers came 

immediately after these 
silent activities. Refreshingly, 
this enlivening experience 
o p e n e d  m y  m i n d  t o 
understanding the role of  
silence in our spiritual lives.

I always say that in every 
living being, there is always 
an inner voice, and it is only 
in silence and meditation, 
that man can be able to hear 
and listen to that inner voice. 
Often t imes  we fa i l  to 
recognize there are actually 
many benefits of  silence and 
lone meditation. It takes 
courage and strength to face 
your reality, yet once you do, 
you will be able to make 
intuit ive decis ions and 
receive clarity without help 
f rom others.  From my 
experiences, i f  you are 
interested in unloading more 
dreams – like lucid dreaming 
and astral projection – it is 
likely of  a chance if  you are 
relaxed and in complete 
silence.

Medi tat ion i s  about 
observing the breath and 

sensations in the body with 
equanimity and detachment. 
During this time, the inner 
dialogue becomes loud. 
Images of  the past, regrets, 
insults, achievements and all 
sorts of  old memories will 
keep coming back. In that 
deep moment of  meditation, 
there will be deep emotions 
that you would want to cry; 
tears will break out without 
control, and this would be 
expected. Only in silence - 
keeping quiet - are we able to 
see who/what we really are. 
In silence we can see what is 
as it is. In silence, we also find 
peace and happiness (Eric 
Putkonen). Silence, allows 
us to focus more easily on 
our use of  energy. Internally 
it is good to quiet the mind, 
bring focus of  consciousness 
away from the brain and 
balance it with the whole 
body. A complete internal 
silence may be difficult, yet 
few seconds into it is bliss 
and incredibly amazing. 

T h e  P s y c h o l o g i c a l 

benefits of silence
Creativity:  Creativity is 

one of  the most important 
characteristics of  being 
human. It is one of  the main 
traits that make us successful 
as individuals and as a 
s p e c i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Wikipedia, creativity is a 
p h e n o m e n o n  w h e r e b y 
s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a n d 
s o m e h o w  v a l u a b l e  i s 
formed. The created item 
may be intangible (such as an 
idea, a scientific theory, a 
musical composition, and a 
joke) or a physical object 
(such as an invention, a 
literary work, or a painting). 
It is blissful to allow thoughts 
to go where they wil l , 
inspirations and wisdom 
might just pop up. Ideas and 
innovative approaches may 
seem feas ib le  ye t  only 
through the act of  silence can 
true creativity be birthed. 

Awareness of self and 
environment: 

The act of silence:
An appraisal

Continues on Pg. 17
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Apologies to our esteemed 
readers on the abrupt 
absence of our physics 
education page as it was a 
measure towards 
repackaging and preparing 
for a new scheme and class.

A collision between two 
bodies can always be 
described in a frame of  
reference in which the total 
momentum is zero. This is the 
centre-of-mass (or centre-of-
momentum) frame mentioned 
earlier. Then, for example, in 
the collision between two 
bodies of  the same mass 
discussed above, the two 
bodies always have equal and 
opposite velocities, as shown 
in Figure 14. It should be 
noted that, in this frame of  
reference, the outgoing 
momenta are antiparallel and 
not perpendicular.
Any collection of  bodies may 
similarly be described in a 
frame of  reference in which 
the total momentum is zero. 
This frame is simply the one 
in which the centre of  mass is 
at rest. This fact is easily seen 
by differentiating equation 
with respect to time, giving

What is Relative Motion?
The concept of  reference 
frames was first introduced to 
discuss relative motion in one 
or more dimensions. When 
we say an object has a certain 
velocity, then this velocity is 
with respect to some frame 

cases:
Objects are moving in the 
same direction,
Objects are moving in the 
opposite direction.
Again take the example of  a 
man sitting on the train if  the 
train is moving with 100 
km/hr forward. Then 
according to the man sitting 
on the train, the trees outside 
are moving backwards with 
100 km/hr.
Because from the man's point 
of  view, the outside 
environment is moving in the 
opposite direction to the train 
with the same velocity.
So for all types of  questions, 
if  you have to find the velocity 
of  A with respect to B, then 
assume that B is at rest and 
give the velocity of  B to A in 
the opposite direction.
Relative Motion in Two 
Dimensions
The same concept will be 
applicable in two-dimensional 
motion. If  you have to find 
the velocity of  A with respect 
to B, assume that B is at rest 
and give the velocity of  B to A 
in the opposite direction.
Let us consider two objects A 
and B which are moving with 
velocities V  and V  with a b

respect to some common 
frame of  reference, say, with 
respect to the ground or the 
earth. We have to find the 
velocity of  A with respect to 
B, so assume that B is at rest 
and give the velocity of  B to A 
in the opposite direction.
V  = v  – vab a b 

that is known as the reference 
frame. In everyday life, when 
we measure the velocity of  an 
object, the reference frame is 
taken to be the ground or the 
earth.
For example, if  you are 
traveling in a train and the 
train is moving at a speed of  
100 km/hr, then your speed 
according to another 
passenger sitting on that train 
is zero. According to him, you 
are not moving. But if  
someone observes you from 
outside the train, standing on 
the ground, according to him, 
you are moving with 100 
km/hr as you are on the train 
and the train is moving with 
100 km/hr.
Here, the motion observed by 
the observer depends on the 
location (frame) of  the 
observer. This type of  motion 
is called relative motion.
Relative Velocity
The relative velocity of  an 
object A with respect to object 
B is the rate of  change of  
position of  the object A with 
respect to object B.
If  V and V be the velocities A B 

of  objects A and B with 
respect to the ground, then
The relative velocity of  A 
with respect to B is V  = V  – AB A

VB

The relative velocity of  B with 
respect to A is V  = V  – VBA B A

Relative Motion in One 
Dimension
In one-dimensional motion, 
objects move in a straight line. 
So there are only two possible 

Similarly, for the velocity of  
object B with respect to A, 
assume that A is at rest and 
give the velocity of  A to B in 
the opposite direction.
V = v  – vba b a 

Linear momentum
When velocity increases, 
momentum increases as well. 
Force impacted depends on 
the velocity and mass. Hence 
momentum; 
P = mass x velocity
P = mv
ft = Impulse
from
f = ma
multiplying V = Vo + at by m
we have;
V = Vo + at x m
mv = mvo + mat
mv = mvo + ft  (f=ma)
p = mv – mtm
Unit of  momentum is kgms-¹ 
(vector)
Newton unit of  impulse is Ns 
or kgms-¹ (vector)

Newton's laws of motion
First law
Newton's first law of  motion 
states that a body will 
continue in its state of  rest or 
uniform motion, it is acted 
upon by an external force. 
This postulate is known as the 
law of  inertia. The law of  
inertia was first formulated by 
Galileo Galilee for horizontal 
motion on Earth and was 
later generalized by René 
Descartes.
Second law
It states that the change of  
motion per unit time is 

p r
op orti
onal to the 
force causing the motion. The 
momentum of  a body is equal 
to the product of  its mass and 
its velocity. Momentum, like 
velocity, is a vector quantity, 
having both magnitude and 
direction. A force applied to a 
body can change the 
magnitude of  the momentum, 
or its direction, or both. For a 
body whose mass m is 
constant, it can be written in 
the form F = ma, where F 
(force) and a (acceleration) 
are both vector quantities. If  a 
body has a net force acting on 
it, it is accelerated in 
accordance with the equation. 
Conversely, if  a body is not 
accelerated, there is no net 
force acting on it.
f    change of  momentum

f    mv – mu

     m (v-u)

Third law
It states that action and 
reaction are equal to zero (0). 
This law is important in 
analyzing problems of  static 
equilibrium, where all forces 
are balanced, but it also 
applies to bodies in uniform 
or accelerated motion. The 
forces it describes are real 
ones, not mere bookkeeping 
devices. For example, a book 
resting on a table applies a 
downward force equal to its 
weight on the table.

t

t

Time taken

How police, other security agencies foiled
abduction of 4 Plateau varsity students

i ger ian  Secur i ty 

NA g e n c i e s  h a v e 
p r e v e n t e d  t h e 

abduction of  about four 
students of  the Plateau State 
University in Bokkos Local 
Government Area of  the 
State.

I t  was  gathered  that 
unknown gunmen stormed 
the university community on 
Monday night attempting to 
a b d u c t  s o m e  s t u d e n t s 
res id ing  of f  the  school 
campus.

However, their operation 
was foi led by the  jo int 
intervention from the officers 
of  Operation Safe Haven, 
Operation Rainbow, Nigeria 

Police, University Security 
and Communi ty  Watch 
Group.

The Director of  Press and 
Public Affairs to Governor 
L a l o n g  c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
incident to newsmen in Jos.

According to him, “on 
receiving the distress call, 
officers of  Operation Safe 
Haven, Operation Rainbow, 
Nigeria Police, University 
Security and Community 
Watch Group mobilised and 
went after the kidnappers 
who had taken four students. 
Facing apparent capture, the 
cr iminals  abor ted  the i r 
mission and ran away leading 
to the safe recovery of  the 

students.”
The state governor who 

lauded the security operatives 
for their quick response in 
forestall ing the planned 
abduction also directed an 
establishment of  a police post 
in the university community 
against further attack.

G o v e r n o r  L a l o n g 
appealed to residents of  the 
state to be security conscious 
and  as s i s t  the  secur i ty 
agencies with intelligence.

Meanwhile, there was a 
protest at the Plateau State 
University, Bokkos, following 
the alleged rape of  the four 
female victims.
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Strike: FG, ASUP to meet today, Thursday

he Federal Government 

Thas invited the leadership 

of  the Academic Staff  

Union of  Polytechnics, ASUP, for 

meetings on Wednesday and 

Thursday this week to find a 

solution to the ongoing strike by 

the union. According to notices of  

meeting sent to the national 

leadership of  ASUP by the Federal 

cores of  angry students of  

Sthe Kwara State University 

(KWASU), Malete staged a 

demonstration earlier in the week 

to protest the alleged clampdown 

on off-campus accommodation 

policy. The students, who came out 

in scores, chanted solidarity songs 

at the school's entrance gate to say 

they should be allowed to stay off-

campus and not in the school 

hostel. It was gathered that the 

school management had devised a 

means to discourage off-campus 

stay by students with an increase in 

exemption fee for those who had to 

stay outside the school. The 

students, who were not pleased 

with the directive, came out to 

protest the alleged increment in 

exemption fee on Monday, telling 

the school authorities to rescind the 

decision. It was gathered that the 

students, particularly those staying 

off-campus were particularly 

aggrieved because there was no 

b a s i s  f o r  p a y i n g  t h e 

accommodation fee since the 

school authorities didn't provide 

any for them. 

One of  the students who craved 

anonymity in an interview with 

Vanguard said, “I have never seen 

this kind of  wickedness anywhere 

in my life, this is more than daylight 

robbery. We are staying in strictly 

private hostels, far outside the 

school premises. “We pay to our 

landlords who also maintain those 

hos te l s,  now te l l  me,  what 

accommodation money should the 

school collect from us? This is 

r i d i c u l o u s  a n d  h i g h l y 

unacceptable, it sounds silly too, 

and the school authorities should 

look for decent ways to make 

money. “And it's so sad that they 

are targeting our examinations, 

which will start a few days away so 

that they can force us to pay, God 

will judge whoever that is behind 

this evil plot, and I want to seriously 

appeal to Governor AbdulRahman 

AbdulRazaq to intervene before 

this wicked decision rubbish his 

administration.”

But  Spokespe r son  o f  the 

University, Razaq Sanni speaking 

with journalists, said that the 

school has only decided to stand 

strictly by what the policy in 

accommodation says, “Because we 

discovered that students don't want 

to stay in school hostel again and 

only want to just pay exemption fee 

and not stay in the hostel”. Mr 

Sanni, who debunked the report 

that the school was closed because 

of  the protest, said that the 

students' protest was prevented 

from getting out of  hand on time.

Ministry of  Education and the 

Federal Ministry of  Labour and 

Productivity, sighted by our 

correspondent, the first meeting 

will be with the Minister of  State, 

Education, Chief  Chukwuemeka 

Nwajuiba, on Wednesday. 

On Thursday, the ASUP team 

will meet with the Labour Minister, 

Dr Chris Ngige. Commenting on 

the development, the National 

President of  ASUP, Mr Anderson 

Ezeibe, expressed the hope that the 

meetings would be fruitful. “We 

have been formally invited for 

meetings by the government teams. 

Our demands are clear and we 

hope the meetings would be 

fruitful. They have constituted 

Governing Councils for federal 

polytechnics and that is okay by us. 

”  W e  w a n t  t h i n g s  d o n e 

appropriately and legitimately too. 

The  absence  o f  Gover n ing 

Councils has made some Rectors to 

b e c o m e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  a n d 

dictators. Also, they must resolve 

the issue of  appointing unqualified 

persons as Rectors. The regulation 

is clear about who can be appointed 

a rector “The poor funding and 

criminal neglect of  the polytechnic 

sector should be redressed. Nigeria 

auchi State governor, 

BBala Mohammed has 

approved the payment 

of  UTME registration fees for 

3,810 students who got grades 'A' 

and 'B' in the recently concluded 

SSCE Aptitude Test in the State. 

According to a statement made 

ava i l a b l e  t o  n ew s m e n  o n 

Tuesday, the Commissioner, 

Ministry of  Education, Dr. Aliyu 

Tilde, said that the governor has 

also approved payment of  

NABTEB exams fees for all the 

1 , 7 5 1  S S 3  S t u d e n t s  o f  

Government Technical Colleges 

along with all the 499 students 

sitting for NBAIS exams from 

Government Arabic Colleges, 

noting that next year, these 

categories will also be subjected 

to passing the Aptitude Test. “As 

usual, NECO registration fees 

for 11,580 successful candidates 

who scored A, B and C in the 

Aptitude Test will also be paid. 

T h e  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  t h e s e 

sponsorships is N185, 580, 

550.00. As at today, the state 

government does not owe any of  

the three national examination 

bodies a kobo. He has approved 

the clearing of  the new amount 

by August ending, insha Allah. 

“The payment of  JAMB/UTME 

registration fees to Aptitude Test 

candidates is novel in the state. 

However, eligible students must 

hasten to obtain their NIN before 

the money will be paid to the 

bank from which the forms will 

be purchased. Arrangements are 

underway to see the immediate 

registration of  students in their 

neares t  loca l  gover nment 

headquarters. The Ministry, 

right now—cash in hand—is 

ready to pay for any eligible 

student who has a NIN. “The list 

of  A and B grade students 

e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  U T M E 

sponsorship will be released to 

schools through their emails 

tomorrow. At the same time it 

wi l l  a lso  be  publ ished on 

Principals' WhatsApp platform, 

God willing. “The payment of  

UTME registration fees, I must 

hasten to say, will not be a 

m a n d a t o r y  p o l i c y  o n 

government. Rather, it will be 

enjoyed by meritorious students 

any year the government is 

pleased to do so within the 

confines of  its revenue. In other 

words, it is a palliative—or say, 

incentive—that will be given 

whenever feasible” the statement 

reads.

cannot do without the products of  

the polytechincs for our technical 

and technological needs,” he said. 

Recall that members of  the union 

have been on strike since last week 

Tuesday after the ultimatum they 

gave the government to address 

some issues and demands lapsed.

Hostel fee: KWASU students
lament school policy

Bauchi govt to pay
JAMB, NECO, other
fees for students

Adamu, Minister of Education



Self  Awareness entails a 
clear perception of  one's 
p e r s o n a l i t y,  i n c l u d i n g 
s t reng ths,  weaknesses, 
thoughts, beliefs, motivation, 
a n d  e m o t i o n s .  S e l f -
Awareness allows you to 
understand other people, 
how they perceive you, your 
attitude and your responses 
to them in the moment. In 
my recent book “You Too 
Can Be Happy” I wrote 
about self-knowledge in 
chapter 5, pg 70. You need to 
strip away all of  the multiple 
personalities that you put-on 
for different people and get 
down to the core of  your 
essence. You also need to get 
rid of  your own false self-
images and delusions.  There 
is a big difference between 
"who am I?" and "who do I 
think I am?" All these about 
sel f -awareness are also 
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  y o u r 
environment. In silence, we 
b e c o m e  aw a r e  o f  o u r 
environs and make proper 
use of  it.

Reflection: 
By reflection, an ordinary 

mind wil l  think of  the 
ref lective items such as 
mirror, light, sun, and so on. 
No! Reflection has a deeper 
representation. By this I 
mean the fixing of  the mind 
on some subject, serious 
t h o u g h t ,  o r / a n d 
contemplation. Yes! I bet you 
that silence permits the kind 
of  reflection that is beyond 
ordinary introspection. 
C a r e f u l  t h o u g h t s  o r 
considerations could help 
you have a change of  mind 
and decide otherwise. A 
man/woman of  reflection 
could only be a person of  
silence.

Silence enhances your 
Self-Esteem:  

In my book “You Too 
Can Be Happy” chpt 5 pg 73, 
I wrote that, “self-esteem is 
how we value ourselves; it is 
how we perceive our value to 
the world and how valuable 
we think we are to others. 
Self-esteem affects our trust 
in others, our relationships, 
and our work – nearly every 
part of  our lives. Positive self-
esteem, gives us the strength 
and flexibility to take charge 
of  our lives and grow from 
our mistakes without the fear 
of  rejection. In silence, one 
can think and reason to 
respect his/herself  and not 
u n d e r r a t e  t h e  s e l f  t o 
oblivion.

Benefits of silence in our 

social lives: 
The noise in our society 

has caused us more harm 
than good, especially among 
the youths. From pole to 
pole, kilometer-to-kilometer, 
no place seems safe for 
silence to dwell in the hearts 
of  people.

I n  m a r r i a g e  a n d 
relationships: 

G o d  d e s i g n s  t h e 
sacredness of  a genuine 
marriage and relationship; 
and in every sacredness, 
there must be silence. It is in 
silence that we can discern 
properly. Sometimes it is 
only in silence that most 
problems in marriages and 
relationships are solved, 
especially when it involves 
quarrels between two parties.

In Education: 
Silence can offer deeper 

and broader learning. It can 
of fer  oppor tuni t ies  for 
students to si t  without 
distractions. Silence helps 
them absorb content and 
remember it, as well as think 
about additional questions. 

They can process the feelings 
and ideas expressed by their 
peers  and consider the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o t h e r 
perspectives.

I could recall when I was 
the class leader that I was 
very good at writing the 
names of  noisemakers in 
o r d e r  f o r  t h e m  t o  b e 
punished by our teacher. 
Ironically, silence was, and 
is, still commonly used as a 
punishment for unengaged 
classes. As schools work to 
understand how mindfulness 
can play a role in reducing 
s t r e s s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g 
students' engagement, it is 
important to look at the role 
silence plays in classrooms.

Mental noise is hurting 
our minds

W e  a r e  c o n t i nu a l ly 
asking questions that create 
busy-ness, not knowledge. 
We are in 'reacting modes,' 
l e a v i n g  n o  r o o m  f o r 
reflections. Silence is not just 
lack of  noise. It is an empty 
space for your mind to 
recover clarity, and to protect 

it from mental noise. When 
was the last time you pressed 
the pause button in your life?

“Silence is the think-tank 
o f  the  sou l”  (Gus tavo 
Razzetti).

The Japanese people 
highly value silence as an 
essential form of  non-verbal 
communication�- it conveys 
information, emotions and it 
is a sign of  respect and 
personal distance. In his 
2007 paper “The Cultural 
Significance of  Silence in 
Japanese Communication,” 
Takie  Sugiyama Lebra 
identifies four dimensions of  
silence: Truthfulness, Social 
Discretion, Embarrassment, 
and Defiance. The first three 
dimensions are helpful to 
maintain positive relations 
while the last one has a 
negative connotation.

In the Western world 
h o w e v e r ,  s i l e n c e  i s 
associated with doubt , 
loneliness or pain. If  you tell 
your friends that you need 
s i l e n c e ,  t h e y  m i g h t 
understand the feeling. But if  
you don' t  answer their 
messages  for  12  hours 
because you opted to stay 
silent, they will assume 
something is wrong with 
you.

Conclusion:
Animals must listen to 

survive; that is how we 
anticipate danger before it 
happens. Hence, permanent 
silence is not always good 
either. Sadly, noise is not just 
a modern disease; it has been 
hurting our minds since the 
19th century. Back then, a 
British nurse and social 
a c t i v i s t ,  F l o r e n c e 
N i g h t i n g a l e ,  w r o t e , 
“unnecessary noise is the 
cruelest absence of  care that 
can be inflicted on the sick or 
well.” Nightingale argued 
that needless sounds could 
cause distress, sleep loss and 
panic for recovering patients. 
Silence plays a great role in 
our life. It is very useful 
because, silence has a certain 
energy to it like no other 
energy source. It has the 
power to get people to think 
and to act, it can help slow 
the mind, and sometimes it 
c a n  r e m o v e  a l l  t h e 
frustrations of  our mind.

Continued from Pg. 14
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...The act of silence
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o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fm a n a g e r  F r a n k 
Lampard is  on a 

three -man shor t l i s t  to 
replace Roy Hodgson at 
Crystal Palace next season.

Seventy-three-year-old 
Hodgson's contract is due to 
expire at the end of  this 
season, and Lampard is 
among Eddie Howe and 
Burnley's Sean Dyche on 
Palace's wish list to take the 
reins at Selhurst Park.

Chelsea legend Lampard 
was dismissed of  his duties 

o empower youths Tthrough football, 
the representative 

of  De Essential Global 
f o o t b a l l  c l u b ,  M r . 
M a d u a b u c h i  S i l a s 
Anyanwu, has said that the 
c l u b  wo u l d  a s s i s t  i n 
transforming the lives of  
youths across the country 
by fishing out budding 
youths who have football 
talent.

He made the promise 
w h i l e  s p e a k i n g  t o 
journalists during the 
foundation laying and 
unveiling of  the club held 
at Community Primary 
S c h o o l  F i e l d , 
Umuduruegwelle, Ehime 
Mbano, last Sunday.

Anyanwu stated that 
the idea for establishing the 
club was borne out of  the 
passion he has for football 
coupled with his interest in 

grooming young talents 
whose dreams are to play 
football as a career.

Anyanwu, who said "as 
a teenager I played good 
football, but I could not be 
sponsored to actualize my 
football dream (career)", 
noted that as a generous 
young man he engaged in 
the service and assistance 
of  professionals within and 
outside the country, as he 
deemed it necessary to 
establish the club to help 
especially youths with 
spectacular talents.

H e  d e s c r i b e d  D e 

Essential Global football 

club as the first of  its kind 

in  the country, while 

t h a n k i n g  G o d  f o r 

s t rengthening  h im to 

sustain the c lub as  a 

standard global football 

club down to his fatherland 

despite pressure from 

friends to establish the club 

in mega cities.

ian Piero Gasperini 

Gcould miss the Italian 
Cup final, it  was  

reported on Tuesday, after the 
Atalanta coach was given a 
date by  anti-doping tribunal 
over  out-of-competition test.

I n  a  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e 
c o u n t r y ' s  a n t i - d o p i n g 
organisation NADO Italia 
said that Gasperini would face 
the tribunal on May 10.

National news agency 
ANSA and the Gazzetta 
Dello Sport both report that 
anti-doping prosecutors have 
requested the 63-year-old be 
banned  for  20  days  for 
interrupting a surprise test on 
one of  his players in early 
February.

The Gazzetta quotes anti-
doping prosecutor Pierfilippo 
Lav ian i  a s  say ing :  “He 
insulted an inspector during a 
surprise test and railed against 
the entire anti-doping system, 
interrupting an ongoing test 
and forcing the player to 
return to training”.

Should the requested 
punishment be confirmed, 
Gasperini would miss the final 
three matches of  the Serie A 
campaign, in which his side 
a re  chas ing  Champions 
League qualification for the 
third straight season, and the 
cup final against Juventus on 
May 19.

Gasperini would not be 
allowed any contact with his 
players during the suspension.

There is no suggestion that 
any Atalanta players failed 
any doping tests, with the 
Gazzetta reporting that the 
player in question completed 
h i s  exam a f te r  t ra in ing 
following “mediation” from a 
club doctor.

at Stamford Bridge at the 
end of  January, having 
managed the Blues since the 
beginning of  the 2019-20 
campaign.

Football Insider reports 
that Dyche and Celtic-
linked Howe are the most 

n what  appeared  a Ip l a n n e d  v i o l e n c e , 
supporters, officials and 

boxers of  Team Ogun went 
berserk on Tuesday at the 
boxing event of  the National 

w a s  t h e  3 7 t h  a n n u a l 
WrestleMania professional 
wrestling produced by WWE 
f o r  t h e i r  R a w  a n d 
S m a c k D o w n  b r a n d 

divisions.
It took place as a two-

night event on April 10 and 
11, 2021, at Raymond James 
Stadium in Tampa, Florida.

h e  N i g e r i a n -TA m e r i c a n  W W E 
wres t l e r,  Sesugh 

Uhaa also known as Apollo 
Crews has emerged the 
WWE Intercontinental 
Champion.

Apol lo  Crews,  who 
defeated his opponent, Big E 
a t  t h e  j u s t  c o n c l u d e d 
WrestleMania, dedicated 
his new title to Nigeria, 
stressing that his “ancestors 
will now rejoice”.

In an interview shortly 
after the match, the 33-year-
old wrestler whose parents 
hailed from Benue State said 
he  was  p roud  to  have 
defeated his opponent as 
earlier promised.

“It doesn't matter how it 
happened, what matters is 
that Apollo crews did what 
he said he was going to do 
and that is a win.

“I beat Big E in his 
hometown in front of  his 
family and everybody.

“The best thing about it 
is that my ancestors can 
rejoice, and my family can 
dance.

“I made them proud and 
n o w  I  a m  t h e 
intercontinental champion, 
this one is for Nigeria,” he 
said.

The 2020 WrestleMania 

Sports Festival in Edo State 
after a decision went against 
one of  their pugilists.

According to reports, 
fight between Lagos boxer, 
Shittu Afolabi, and Ogun 

boxer, Kasali Abayomi, in 
the 52kg category ended in 3-
2 split decision in favour of  
the Lagos boxer.

This, however, did not go 
down well with Team Ogun 
which mobilised officials, 
supporters and their boxers 
and  descended  on  the 
referees and other officials, 
throwing chairs, tables and 
other dangerous weapons 
even in the presence of  the 
Ogun State Commissioner 
for Sports seated as one of  
the special guests.

As of  the time of  this 
report, normalcy was yet to 
return at the venue of  the 
festival in the Oba Okenzua 
Cultural Centre in Benin.

prominent candidates, with 
Lampard currently third 
choice for Steve Parish.

The Burnley boss and ex-
Bournemouth manager 
have both held talks with 
Palace, and the club are 
expected to hold talks with 

L a m p a r d  a b o u t  t h e 
possibility of  taking over 
from Hodgson.

Lampard guided the 
Blues to a fourth-place finish 
in his first season in charge, 
despite having to work with 
a transfer ban over the club.

SPORTS
Frank Lampard 'on three-man shortlist for
Crystal Palace job'

Team Ogun go berserk after
defeat in boxing, attack ref

Gasperini
risks
missing
Italian
Cup final

De Essential
Global football
club to empower
youths
By Ikenna Orioha

Nigerian-born Apollo Crews
wins WWE Intercontinental
Champion



v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d 

Oh o u s e s  h ave  b e e n 
d e s t r o y e d  b y 

w i n d s t o r m  i n  A g u l e r i , 
A n a m b r a  E a s t  l o c a l 
government area of  Anambra 
State.

News Echo gathered that 
the incident which occurred on 
Saturday at about ten o'clock in 
the night wrecked havoc mostly 
a t  one  o f  the  In te r na l ly 
Displaced Persons ( IDP )  
camps in  Father Joseph 
Memorial High  School,  where 
over ten buildings were badly  
damaged by the wind.

On Saturday the students 
of  Father Joseph High  school, 
Aguleri, came back from the 
Easter break to commence 

thereby leaving more than two 
thousand students stranded. 

"I have never seen such 
devastating incident, almost all 
the buildings in the school were 
affected. We are really calling 
on  gover nment ,  NEMA, 
SEMA, churches, to come to 
our aid.  The students will soon 
start exams and there isn't 
enough classrooms for them 
now. "

One of  the old boys of  the 
school, Mr. Mike Meze while 
thanking God that no life was 
lost during the windstorm, said 
the development calls for  
urgent government assistance 
to enable the students especially 
those on junior and senior 
secondary exam classes to  
resume their studies in Ernest. 

According to him, the 
windstorm destroyed even the 

tackle the level of  devastation.
"We thank God no life was 

lost and no child was injured. 
This is a serious damage done 
to the schools and we are 
pleading to government to 
come immediately." She said.

T h e  w i n d s t o r m  a l s o 
affected private buildings and 
shops , causing untold hardship 
t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e 
predominantly farmers as 
n a r r a t e d  b y  C hy u k w u d i 
Onyejekwe. " This is the biggest 
holding camp we have in the 
state for flood victims, even the 
blocks we use to camp them, 
everything was destroyed. 

"That is why we contacted 
NEMA immediately to come 
and see things for themselves 
and come to our aid as the state 
cannot handle it alone. Several 
other residential houses and 
places of  worship were also 
destroyed by the windstorm"

A d d r e s s i n g  o u r 
correspondent after a joint 
assessment of  the windstorm 
damage with SEMA, the Zonal 
Coordinator  of  Nat ional 
Emergency  Management 
Agency, Enugu, Mr. Major Eze 
said an official report would be 
sent to the federal government 
for urgent intervention to the 
affected victims even as he 
expressed shock over the level 
of  destruction. The victims are 
ca l l ing  for  gover nment ' s 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a s  t h e 
development has plunged them 
into unplanned expenses.

academic activities on Monday 
but little did they know that the 
wind of  nature had a different 
plan for them.

According to two of  the 
students, Chidera Udo and 
Akachukwhu Atupulazi they 
were in the hostel in the night 
when a heavy wind started to 
blow their roofs off  causing 
them to scamper for safety 
while it lasted. "We were in the 
hostel when the breeze started; 
it was pushing our doors and 
started taking the roofs. We 
were all scared."

The principal of  the school, 
Rev. Father Anthony Okoye 
who described the incident as 
shocking and devastating, said 
the windstorm destroyed 
several buildings including 
refectory, teachers quarters 
classroom blocks,  and hostels , 

new structures that  were 
recently erected for  them by the 
old Boys Association. 

"We are really confused , 
we had a plan that before the 
end of  this year , we will build 
big structure here that will also 
have sick bay, but look at this 
now, in fact government must 
act fast to rescue them."

At  Jus t i c e  Ch inwuba 
Memorial Secondary School, 
Aguleri, the windstorm also 
carried roofs forcing some of  
the students to study under the 
tree as explained by a student, 
Miss. Eukaria Okagbue and the 
principal of  the school, Mr. 
Emmanue l  Anerob i  who 
a p p e a l e d  f o r  u r g e n t 
government intervention. 

"My dear we are in need 
now, look at our classroom 
block, I told the contractor 
when he was roofing this 
structure that he was using 
substandard materials, now see 
it, the windstorm has carried it 
away.” 

Our reporter also spoke 
with the board member in 
charge of  Post Primary School 
Service Commission, Otuocha 
Zone, Chief  Joe Enemou and 
the Zonal Director of  the 
Commission in the area, Mrs.  
Ogochukwu Obi who were on 
ground to inspect the level of  
damage done to the schools, 
described the incident as 
colossal. She added that only 
t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e 
governments would be able to 
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Rainstorm destroys 100 buildings
in Anambra community

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha
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sk whether Nigeria is a 

A'Third World' country, an 
average Nigerian would 

probably say yes, of  course! It is a 
label many people grew up with, 
and accept as reality. To them, the 
term equates poverty, corruption, 
unemployment, kidnapping, 
wonton murder, mismanagement, 
electoral fraud, nepotism, graft, 
etc. All of  these are axiomatic of  
their belief  in its substance. It has 
become so commonplace that, I am 
sure, some readers would even be 
wondering what the fuss is all 
about. Well, it is being made into 
an issue because it is not only a 
redundant term, it has also never 
had any objective (rational) 
foundation. I was at a conference 
discussing development and 
globalisation recently when, 
during the tea break, I asked a 
bunch of  young, highly educated 
participants, whether they thought 
Nigeria was a 'Third World' 
c o u n t r y.  I n s t a n t l y,  a n d  
simultaneously, they yelled; “Yeah 
we are, yes!”  Really? I interjected, 
completely taken aback. Their 
voices grew even louder; “Yes, we 
are, yes, we are…” following which 
I challenged them to explain what 
that entails in substance. The 
answer, this time, astounded me 
beyond belief: “We are inferior to 
the advanced countries”; “Oh yes, 
we are”, they kept blurting out. 
Inferior? I asked, grimfaced. They 
repeated the same line over and 
over, with conviction. What is even 
more alarming was the fact that 
their team leader, a university 
lecturer in political science in this 
c o u n t r y,  c o m p o u n d e d  my  
frustration by saying: “Honestly, I 
really don't understand your 
position. Economically, politically 
and technologically, are you saying 
Nigeria, for example, is not inferior 
to Western advanced countries?” 

If  a political scientist, in charge 
of  training Nigeria's future leaders, 
can be this warped in his thinking, 
then, God help the rest of  the 
country. More so, this particular 
academic got his training from a 
top Nigerian university, which he is 
presumably passing onto his own 
students, who will also pass the 
same logic onto their friends, 
relatives, co-workers, and perhaps, 
their own future students as well. 
And, if  this is shared across social 
science faculties in the country, you 
can imagine what a big dilemma 
that poses. Imagine hundreds, if  
not thousands of  university 
graduates leaving the campus 
believing they are, in fact, 
“inferior” to “Western advanced 

countries”? I once taught in Europe 
and the USA myself, and I 
remember the fierce debate 
scholars of  all hues engaged in over 
the academic validity of  any 
undergraduate course with 'Third 
World' in its title. It was not only 
thought to be an anachronism, it 
was widely accepted that it lacked 
academic merit. It was gradually, 
and quietly withdrawn from the 
curricula. That was more than 25 
years ago. Similarly, the study of  
l i terature in the university 
curriculum in this country used to 
assume that only English literature 
was worth studying, until the 
academia got wise. Yoruba, Hausa, 
Igbo also have literature worth 
studying hence, the re-designation 
of  the relevant department from 
'English Literature' to Literature in 
E n g l i s h ,  m a r k i n g  a  c l e a r  
acknowledgment of  the fact. 
Today, in 2021, the National 
Universities Commission is still 
sanctioning “Third World Study” 
as a significant building block of  
knowledge. How embarrassing. 

The term 'Third World' was 
first used in an obscure text written 
by the French demographer, Alfred 
Sauvy, in a newspaper article in 
1952. He did not intend it to be 
used in the way it subsequently 
developed. He used it to describe a 
bi-polar Cold War, where most 
nations found themselves to be 
either in the Soviet camp, or the 
Western camp. What about the rest 
of  the (non-aligned) world? It was 
precisely for this anomaly that he 
referenced 'Third World' in his 
write-up. It has since taken a whole 
new meaning by those desirous of  
finding a convenient label for the 
group of  countries in Africa, South 
Asia and Latin America, who were 
outside the Cold War geopolitical 
division. Given that much of  these 
countries were former colonial 
outlets of  the European powers, 
and given that they were also in the 
first stage of  the Industrial 
Revolution and, above all, given 
that they supplied the resources for 
t h e  W e s t e r n  i n d u s t r i a l  
advancement, and are broadly non-
white, 'Third World' seemed a 
convenient epitaph to categorise 
them all. Western intellectuals 
were subsequently quick to 
discover a new area of  scholarship 
for study. This, in a nutshell, is the 
origin of  the term. It appealed to 
Western governments mainly 
because it stopped them having to 
study the disparate countries and 
continents individually, and in their 
own rights. Also, because it played 
to the conception of  racial 
superiority harboured by many of  
them, 'Third World' study became 

entrenched in Western education 
which also found its way onto the 
curricula in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. It has since been 
debunked, discredited and largely 
discontinued. Except, apparently, 
in Nigerian universities. 

Many of  the  countr ies  
formerly lumped together as 'Third 
World' have been shown to possess 
differing levels of  economic and 
technological advancement. For 
instance, 'Third World' India, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Brazil etc, are 
industrial and technological giants 
rivalling any in the world. 'Third 
World' Qatar has the highest GDP 
per capita in the world; it is so rich 
the state does not even collect 
income tax. 'First World' Greece is 
one of  the poorest in Europe. The 
country had to be bailed out of  its 
unsustainable debts a couple of  
years ago. 'Third' or 'Second' world 
China is about to overtake the USA 
as the largest economy in the 
world. 'First World' 
USA is the murder 
capital of  the world. It 
harbours one quarter 
of  the world's prison 
population, racial 
h a t r e d ,  s p o r a d i c  
shooting and killing 
by lunatics is an 
everyday affair. Drug 
a d d i c t i o n  a n d  
homelessness  are  
r a m p a n t ,  e v e n  
electoral fraud has 
b e c o m e  
commonplace. You 
s e e  t h e  
contradictions?

Aside from the 
above, if  there was 
any such thing as first, 
s econd ,  o r  th i rd  
world, then, Africa 
would be first. It is the 
cradle of  humanity. 
The  f i r s t  human 
emerged from African 
soil before curiosity 
and survival instincts 
drove the rest to 
different parts of  the 
earth for settlements. 
This is a universally 
accepted scientific 
fact. So, in terms of  
g e o g r a p h y  a n d  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
history, the term 
makes no sense. My 
i n t e r l o c u t o r,  t h e  
university lecturer 
mentioned earlier, 
who casually based 
h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  
Nigerian inferiority in 
t h e  “ e c o n o m i c ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  

technological” fields clearly needs 
re-education. The economies of  
African states have been so inter-
woven with those of  the West for a 
century. Development of  one 
perpetuates the underdevelopment 
of  the other. This has nothing to do 
with “superiority” or “inferiority”; 
it is the logic of  international 
capitalism. On the terrain of  
politics, Western powers expended 
so much resources throughout the 
Cold War period to destabilise 
Africa, and Latin American 
countries, fomenting internecine 
wars, military coups and regime 
change in order to prevent 
'communist infiltration' of  the 
African continent; the source of  
their raw materials. Yes, African 
countries are playing catch up on 
the technological front, but the gap 
between them and the West on this 
and other indices is not owed to 
some notion of  “inferiority”. It is 
wrong to assume (let alone teach) 

such baloney. Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America are palpably 
different in their socio-economic-
political outlook from Western 
societies, but certainly NOT 
inferior. Inferiority is a state of  
mind. A university lecturer ought 
to know better although, less so a 
bunch of  highly impressionable 
youngsters, who are still learning 
the ropes. 'Third World' as an 
academic title has long been 
jettisoned in the elite universities in 
the West. Even the international 
financial institutions would only 
reference “highly indebted”, 
“developing”, “less developed”, 
“lower income” “middle income” 
or “emerging” economies in lieu of  
the meaningless 'Third World'. 
Why then would any African, 
Asian or Latin American insist on 
the puny label? Answer, please, to 
the editor. 

(Oke, is a Punch columnist)
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