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Economic hard times occasioned
by insecurity - Okowa
From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba
 

D
elta State Governor, 
Sen. (Dr.) Ifeanyi 
Okowa has said that 

Nigeria is in troubled times 
with dwindling econom y 
occasioned by worsening 
insecurity across the nation. 
Okowa stated this on Fri-

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he President, Old 
Boys Association 
of  Father Joseph 

Memorial High School, 
Aguleri, Dr. Emma 
Ude-Akpeh has lauded 
the Anambra State Gov-
ernment for visiting the 
school after rainstorm 
destroyed the roofing 
of  some of  the schools’ 
buildings.

The school serves as 
Holding Camps during 
flooding of  some areas 
of  the Anambra East and 
West when Omambala 
River overflows its banks.

In an interview with 
newsmen in Awka, Dr. 

Aguleri rainstorm: Government
gets thumps-up for intervention

Ude-Akpeh expressed the 
hope that the State Gov-
ernment and other stake-
holders, including Nigeria 
Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) and 
the Federal Government 
would cooperate to bring 
normalcy to the lives of  
over two thousand stu-
dents whose accommoda-
tion blocks were affected 
by the storm.

He noted that for the 
governor to visit the 
school in the company 
of   two commissioners 
(Works and that of  Hous-
ing) was a clear indication 
that he was always ready 
to listen to the yearnings 
of  the people.

``We know that, like he 

said, he will wipe away 
our tears before long. He 
came with at least two 
commissioners, the com-
missioner for Works, and 
that of  Housing.

``He gave instructions 

immediately on the spot 
on what is to be done. We 
know he will do what he 
promised.

``On behalf  of  the en-
tire Old Boys Associa-
tion, the PTA, and the 
School authority, we 

day at the funeral service 
of  late Mrs. Comfort at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
Agbor and urged Nigerians 
to pray to God to change 
the situation. 

According to him, many 
people were hungry and can 
no longer feed themselves 
because they can’t farm the 
way they used to due to 

ABSU denies exploitation
of students
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State universi-
ty Uturu has de-
nied some reports 

online which claimed 
that parents and students 
of  the institution were be-
ing milked financially by 
lecturers and other staff  
of  the school, through 
sale of  books, hand-outs  
or  other payments.

In a statement signed 
by the PRO/media head, 
Mr. Chijioke Nwogu and 
made available to news-
men, the university gov-
erning authority faulted 
the reports, pointing out 
that sale of  hand-outs, 
unapproved books had 
long been banned in the 

school while the N30,000 
previously charged for 
the certificate verification 
had also been slashed to 
N10,000 by the school 
management.

The statement further 
explained that the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Max-
well Ogbulu had also di-
rected that  admission let-
ters and Unified Tertiary 
Matriculation Examina-
tion (UTME) letters  were 
printed free of  charge in 
efforts to reduce burden 
on parents and students, 
adding that the VC had 
“zero tolerance” to  ex -
ploitation of  students.

The school assured, 
“Therefore, the university 
urges parents or students 
with substantive evidence 

of  any exploitation by 
any staff  of  the university 
to report such as prompt 
and appropriate action 
would be taken to punish 
anyone found culpable.” 

ABSU maintained that 
only text books and other 
publications approved by 
book review committee 
of  the school were  sold 
in the school’s bookshop 
and nowhere else.

NSE hails flood control
measures in Aba
From  Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Nigerian Soci-
ety of  Engineers 
(NSE) Umuahia 

branch have described 
the ongoing flood miti-
gation works in Aba, the 
commercial nerve center 
of  Abia State as lauda-
ble, one of  its kind and a 
veritable step in the right 

direction.
The chairman, NSE 

Umuahia branch, Engr. 
Ohia Uzoma, who led a 
team of  engineers said 
this

during an industrial vis-
it to the sites, where the 
construction of  flood mit-
igation measures at Urat-
ta and Umuagbai flood 
plains in Aba municipal-
ity is going on.

Speaking further while 
being conducted round the 
sites by the representative 
of  the State Project coor-
dinator and project engi-
neer, Nigeria Erosion and 
Watershed Management 
Project (NEWMAP) Abia 
State, Engr. Kingsley Oha , 
the NSE Chairman Umua-
hia branch wondered at 
the level of  environmental 
hazards and hardship be-
ing faced by the residents 
of  the area and other road 
users before the inter-
vention of  the Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s admin-
istration in collaboration 
with the World bank.

While appreciating the 
Government for changing 
the narratives, he encour-
aged the contractors to 
work optimally and ad-
vised them not to compro-
mise the quality of  their 
job specifications.

He also prayed that the 
project will be completed 
on schedule at the earliest 
possible time.

Lending his voice, the 
Financial Secretary of  the 
branch, Engr. Enyinnaya 
Romanus  advised the con-
struction workers in the 
project site to adhere to all 
the safety measures even as 
he expressed delight over 
the level of  work done so 
far.

From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

I
n its continued resolve 
in fighting insecurity, 
Abia State government 

has cleared a thick forest in 
Umunneochi LGA of  the 
State, which was suspected 
to be a dungeon of  crimi-
nals.

The bush, located along 
Lomara -Nneato road in 
Umunneochi LGA, was 
cleared by agents of  the 
Abia State government after 
indications  emerged that it 
was used for criminal activi-
ties like robbery and kidnap-
pings.

Throwing more light on 
the exercise, the Chief  Se-
curity Adviser to Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, Captain 
Awa Udensi   explained that 
it was in continuation of  
the State government’s zero 

tolerance for criminal ele-
ments.

Awa further warned that 
any facility discovered to be 
serving as criminals’ hide-
out would not be spared of  
demolition, while urging the 
people to provide the gov-
ernment and security agen-
cies with useful information 
that would expose  criminals 
in their localities.

Corroborating the Security 
Adviser , the local govern-
ment Chairman of  Umun-
neochi LGA, Hon. Ifeanyi 
Madu thanked the Abi a 
State government for com-
ing  to their rescue, regretting 
that some parts of  his local 
government had become 
flashpoints of  crimes in re-
cent days.

Umunneochi LGA  is a 
gateway town of  Abia, hav-
ing boundary with Enugu, 
Anambra and Ebonyi States.

thank him immensely and 
pray that the Almighty 
God will continue to em-
power him to continue the 
great works he has been 
doing for Anambra.’’

He also thanked the 
Federal Government 

for its quick response 
by sending the National 
Emergency Management 
Agency, NEMA along-
side SEMA for an on-
the-spot assessment of  
the level of  destruction 
caused by the rain storm.

growing insecurity. 
“Pray for our nation be-

cause we are in trouble 
times; the country is inse-
cure and our state is not left 
out because whatever af-
fects the country affects the 
states. 

He condoled with the 
family of  Nwagimeje on 
the demise of  their matri-
arch and announced that 
the state government would 
construct Okwuijen Street, 
Agbor, in honour of  the de-
parted Comfort Nwagimeje. 

“I am pleased with what 
has been said about her. It 
is good to live well, because 
when you depart what lega-
cies will you leave for your 
children? 

“She has left the warmth 
in their home that will cause 
people to respect the hus-
band and I am glad that 
she impacted on the socie-
ty while she lived as a true 
builder of  the home,” he 
stated.

Earlier, Rev. Fr. Anthony 
Nwaeni, had in his homily, 
charged Christians to live 
a worthy life, and said that 
late Comfort Nwagimeje 
epitomised good mother-
hood.

Anambra partners AHNi to curtail HIV/AIDS 
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Anambra State 
Government is partner-
ing Achieving Health 

Nigeria Initiative (AHNi), 
a sub-recipient to Family 
Health International (FHI 
360) with funding support 
from the Global Fund to com-
mence HIV surge interven-
tions across the state.

The Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Vincent Okpa-
la said that the intervention 
would help in saving lives of  
people living with HIV/AIDS 
in the state.

According to Dr. Okpala 
he noted that the intervention 
would help to combat the HIV 
epidemic which currently had 

Abia govt clears suspected  
criminals’ hideout  in 
Umunneochi

a prevalence of  2.4 (NAIIS, 
2018).

He said this during the HIV 
Surge Entry Meeting and 
Launch at Vertex View Ho-
tel, Awka. The commissioner 
during the interactive session 
with the state leadership of  
AHNi, assured them that the 
state government through his 
ministry would continue to 
provide the necessary institu-
tional support.

We will as well create an 
enabling platform to ensure 
that the objectives of  this pro-
gramme are actualized. He 
also commended the partners 
for their continued support in 
sustaining active case finding 
and treatment of  identified 
HIV/AIDS patients while en-
couraging the public to always 

cipient will lead the Surge 
Implementation in Anambra 
State with robust community 
directed interventions to close 
existing unmet HIV needs in 
an effort aimed at leading the 
Anambra toward Epidemic 
Control.’’

According to her, key focus 
areas of  Surge Intervention 
include active case finding 
and Antiretroviral Therapy 
(ART) services for identified 
HIV positive persons at both 
Hospital and Community lev-
el. Others are, Key Population 
(KP) Programming through 
the One-Stop-Shop (OSS) al-
ready set up in the state and 
the Adolescent Girls and 
Young Women Programme 
(AGYWP) in selected LGAs.

check for their HIV status.
Okpala emphasized his 

commitment to a sustained 
drive that would improve on 
the milestone achievements 
on the journey toward attain-
ing HIV epidemic control in 
the state.

The AHNi Managing Di-
rector, Mrs. Nkiru Nwadioke 
said that in collaboration with 
the state government through 
the state ministry of  health, 
AHNi commenced HIV 
surge implementation in An-
ambra since January.

Nwadioke explained that 
FHI 360 as principal recipi-
ent would be providing the 
overall technical and pro-
grammatic direction on the 
programme implementation. 
While AHNI as the sub re-
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By Jennifer John  &
Uzoma Ogoke

F
ollowing the attack 
on the house of  the 
governor of  Imo 

State, in Omuma, Oru 
East Local Government 
Area, the Imo State Com-
missioner for Informa-
tion, Declan Emelumba 
has said that the perpetra-
tors will be made to face 
the music.

Emelumba said some 
group of  hoodlums at-
tempted to attack the 
country home of  Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma, 
with the aim of  raising it 

Attack on gov’s house:
Perpetrators ‘ll face music - Govt

down, while describing 
the attack as politically 
sponsored.

“But fortunately very 
gallant security men at-
tached to the governor’s 
house were able to repel 
the attempt, resulting to 
gunfire, adding that the 
security operatives were 
able to control the dam-
age they wanted to cause.

“The truth about the 
matter is that it was a 
failed attempt to attack 
the governor’s house. If  
you go to Omuma now, 
you will see the gover-
nor’s house standing firm 
and intact. He said there 

is one casualty on the 
side of  the security op-
eratives who repelled the 
attack, describing it as 
what normally happens 
when security men repel 
attack of  such magni-
tude”.

Emelumba said prelim-
inary investigations have 
revealed that the attack 
was politically spon-
sored. 

He said the governor 
has ordered an expedient 
investigation to unrav-
el the masterminds and 
sponsors, hinting that 
the culprits will be appre-
hended and made to taste 

the full wrath of  the law.
He called for calm, say-

ing, “What happened in 
Omuma shows that this 
government is equal to 
the task, that we are alive, 

we are not sleeping and 
any such attacks will be 
equally repelled. 

So there is no cause for 
alarm. People should go 
about their normal busi-

nesses, as the security 
agencies are equal to the 
task and government is 
on top of  the situation”, 
Emelumba quipped.

Insecurity: Assist police with
useful information - Anambra lawmaker 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he lawmaker rep-
resenting Anambra 
West Constituen-

cy in the State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Patrick 
Obalim-Udoba has assured 
his constituents of  adequate 
security of  life and proper-
ties, with a charge for resi-
dents to provide police with 
useful information.

He also urged commu-
nity leaders, especially, the 
traditional rulers across the 
181 communities to always 
provide useful information 
to the police and other 
security agencies to help 
check insecurity in their 
domains. 

Obalim-Udoba gave the 
assurance when he paid a 
courtesy visit to the Anam-
bra State Commissioner of  
Police, Mr. Monday Kuryas 
in his office, at Amawbia, 

over the weekend.
The lawmaker said that 

the visit was aimed at in-
terface with the new Com-
missioner of  police and 
brainstorm on how best to 
enhance the security of  his 
people and people of  An-
ambra at large.

While assuring the CP 
of  an unflinching support, 

Anambra healthcare suffers
shortage of manpower 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he Executive 
Secretary of  
Anambra State 

Primary Health Care 
Development Agency 

(ASPHCDA), Dr. Chi-
oma Ezenyimulu has 
lamented shortage of  
manpower in the Prima-
ry Health Care centres 
across the state.

Ezenyimulu, disclosed 
this at a media roundta-
ble on family planning 
organised by the change 
initiative (tci), with the 
themed, “improving ac-
cess to family planning 
services among women 
of  reproductive age in 
Anambra state, held in 
Awka, over the weekend.

She regretted that many 
health care workers were 
retiring without being re-
placed, urging the state 
government to recruit 
more workers in the 
health system.

Ezenyimuru however 
refuted rumoured under-
ground recruitment ex-
ercise in the system, but 
revealed an ongoing re-
cruitment of  ad-hoc staff  
for the position of  mid-
wives which he said was 
advertised on the state 
owned newspapers.

“We’ll never be a par-

ty to hiding information. 
The current recruitment 
exercise was advertised 
in the newspaper for 
midwives for 60 facilities 
where midwives are lack-
ing. “We have a 16-man 
Governing Board. We’re 
very transparent. But the 
job is not permanent, it’s 
ad-hoc, just for the Basic 
Health Provision Fund.”

In his brief  remarks, the 
State Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Vincent Ok-
pala, represented by the 
Director of  Public Health 
in the State Health Min-
istry, Dr. Uchechukwu 
Onyejeme, advised cou-
ple who want to go for 
a Family Planning to 
do that in public health 
centers, noting that pro-
cess is free in all Pub-
lic Health Care Centres 
across the country.

One of  the organizers, 
Mrs. Franca Madike, ap-
pealed to media organi-
zations to use their plat-
form to help disseminate 
technical, appropriate 
and sensitive family plan-
ning messages to the pub-
lic.

Cross-section of the Aguata Community Shield Local Organising Committees with the MD, Tropical Gate 
Foundation, during the Grand Finale/Award of prize.

Ebonyi Govt accuses PDP of
sponsoring fake news on First Lady
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State Govern-
ment has accused the 
opposition, Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP)  in 
the state of   sponsoring fake 
reports in the social media 
against the state first lady 

Mrs. Rachel Umahi.
The state commissioner for 

Information and State Ori-
entation, Barr. Orji Uchenna 
Orji who made the allegation 
in a statement in Abakaliki 
urged members of  the public 
to disregard the social media 
posts against the first family 
of  Ebonyi State as  a worth-
less political strategy of  PDP 
to misinform the gullible.

He declared that Ebonyi 
First Lady Chief  Mrs. Rachel 
Ogonna Umahi is a bona fide 
member of  the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC).

The statement read: “The 
attention of  Ebonyi Stat e 
Ministry of  Information and 
State Orientation has been 
drawn to a vicious, menda-
cious and faceless post cap-
tioned “I will not vote my 
husband in APC” falsel y 
credited to Her Excellency, 
wife of  the Governor of  Eb-
onyi State and  made to trend 

Obalim-Udoba urged citi-
zens of  Anambra to work 
closely with police for im-
proved service delivery.

Responding CP Kuryas 
promised that the com-
mand would do everything 
within its power to bring so-
cial order in Anambra State 
as well as reduce crimes 
and criminality.

in social media by political 
jobbers deployed by the rem-
nants of  the drowned Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party, PDP 
in the state.

 “While we take exception 
to this cheap and disrespectful 
blackmail, we make bold to 
state that the wife of  our dear 
Governor is a proud card car-
rying member of  All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) with 
registration number, EB/
BZR/11/04202; she is a great 
pillar of  support to our Divine 
Mandate Administration and 
champion of  mobilization to 
the cause of  APC in the State.

 “We therefore  want to use 
this medium to admonish the 
remnants of  PDP in the State 
that no amount of  lies and 
fake news shall mitigate the 
tsunami that has brazenly  be-
fallen them since the glorious 
defection of  the government 
and people of  Ebonyi State to 
All Progressives Congress.

Ebonyi Govt establishes new University
of Technology in Izzi
From David Eze, Abakaliki

G
overnor David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State 
has announced that 

the state government would 
establish a new University 
of  Technology in Izzi land. 
Umahi  who spoke  during 
the internment of  his Aunty, 
late Mrs. Theresa Umahi 
at Umuchima in Ohaozara 
Local Government Area of  

the State said the University 
will be completed before the 
expiration of  his tenure. He 
reiterated the commitment 
of  his administration to com-
pleting all ongoing projects 
before the end of  the year. 
“We will become a reference 
point when it comes to devel-
opment, adding that “we are 
going to complete all our on-
going projects including the 
airport and let me inform you 

that the King David University 
of  Medical Sciences will take 
off  by September this year.” 
The Governor, while an-
nouncing that the King David 
University of  Medical Scienc-
es will take off  in September, 
said the Government would 
relocate the proposed Faculty 
of  Engineering, EBSU to as-
sume the status of  the Ebonyi 
State University of  Technolo-
gy in Izzi land.



ust nineteen days after the 

JNigerian Police, Imo State 
Command headquarters and 

the Owerri Correctional Services 
were attacked on Easter Monday; 
Imo citizens woke up Saturday 
morning to the rude shock that their 
governor's country home has gone 
up in flame. It was one attack too 
many by a group of faceless gun 
men.
No group has so far claimed 

responsibility in the attack which 
claimed three lives of the governor's 
security details guarding the house. 
The situation has since sent further 
panic to the people signposting that 
the increasing violent attack in the 
attack in Igbo nation is not 
anywhere abating. The once 
peaceful South East region as it 
appears may have gone the way of 
incessant violence in the North.
Violence we must remind is an ill 

wind that blows none any good. 
Given that all humanity is one any 
violent attack against one is sure an 
injury to all. We cannot over stress 
the need for peaceful co-existence 
without which no atom of  
development can be had in any 
environment. Security of lives and 
property is basically the primary 
responsibility of any government.
The incessant and uncontrolled 

violent mayhem inflicted on the 
society in every part of Nigeria 
shows clearly that the government 
may have lost it and the anarchic 
s i t u a t i o n  wh i c h  c o n f r o n t s  
everybody portends grave danger 
for the lives of the people. As the at 
moment, death stalks the land like 
colossus and the sanctity of lives 
has since been lost in a brutish 
manner.
Periodically the gun men have 

s e r i a l l y  a t t a c k e d  s e c u r i t y  
installations in the state and taken 
down security operatives even in 
the line of duties. The situation 
have cowed security operatives who 
now hide their identity and are even 
forced out of the roads check points 
creating opportunities for more 
crimes in the society.
If the government and its security 

paraphernalia cannot even secure 

themselves, it is left to ones 
imagination the dangers that the 
ordinary folks in the streets are 
exposed to.   
The thoroughly embarrassed 

government especially in Imo is 
confused on where to place the 
cause of these incidents. If they are 
not fingering the opposition parties 
they will be pointing at a group they 
call hoodlums, whatever that 
means.  
It is not in doubt that the operators 

of government (politicians) may 
have erred terribly through reckless 
actions that may undermine the 
interest of  the populace and 
therefore attracting these violent 
attentions from the gun men. 
Identifying the people behind this 
dastard behavior is still in the realm 
of doubt and confusion. 
Given the importance of security 

News Echo urges the governments 
especially in Imo dismount from its 
high horse and negotiate peace with 
all the stake holders including those 
labeled hoodlums. Identifying their 
grievances and giving attention to it 
can resolve the challenge. The 
attacks represent expression of 
grievances similar to a crying child 
that has been beaten. You cannot 
beat a child and stop him from 
crying or expressing his emotions.
We recall in one incident of 

security breach in Orlu the governor 
boastfully deployed the 'federal 
might' to arrest the situation and in 
the process unquantifiable losses in 
lives and properties were suffered 
by innocent victims. In contrasts, 
similar occurrences in the north 
were being handled through 
negotiations with bandits by some 
notable clerics. 
We condemn the action against the 

number one citizen of the state. It 
represents an attack on the people 
of Imo which should not be 
condoned. Much as we caution the 
per petrators  to  put  a  hal t  
immediately and come forward to 
express their grievances, we also 
urge the politicians to re-examine 
their actions and turn a new leaf.
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hat's the meaning 

Wof  BVS?"  That 
was the question I 

asked my tutor two weeks into 
s t a r t i n g  my  c e r t i f i c a t e 
computer training in Abuja 
during my Internship many 
years ago.

The tutor looked at me, 
shook his head and honestly 
said, "I don't know but I will 
ask the proprietor." And when 
he did, he came back and told 
me the meaning and gave me 
a gift from the proprietor 
whom he said was marveled 
at my curiosity saying that I 
was the only student who had 
ever asked for the meaning of  
the abbreviation, BVS! 

Little things matter. Little 
t h i n g s  c a n  m a k e  t h e 
difference so pay attention to 
details. Ask questions but not 
for asking sake bearing in 
mind that most times the type 
of  question we ask determines 
the type of  answer we get. 
Sha r pen  your  hor i zon . 
Broaden your mind. Strive for 
a wider view of  things and 
situations. Go the extra mile. 
Endure the pains for the 
pearls.

Seek knowledge and when 
you get it, apply it. Wisdom 
pays. With good wisdom, 
things can get better and life 
becomes more meaningful. 
The one with wisdom will 
always see a way where there 
seems to be no way. Wisdom 
opens doors – all doors. It 
equips and also empowers.

Stick to rules even in your 
conquest of  the status quo. 
Research to know why things 
happen the way they do and 
then search for ways of  
p o s s i b l e  i m p r ove m e n t . 
I m p r o v e  y o u r s e l f  
c o n t i nu o u s ly.  Po s i t ive, 
p r o g r e s s i v e  c h a n g e  i s 
priceless. Strive not only to 
make things happen but to 
also impact your generation 
a n d  t h e  o n e s  t o  c o m e. 
Conduct your life in such a 
way that you would continue 
to live long after you must 
have gone. Leave lasting 
legacies.

There is no fast rule to 
anything in life but there are 
rules for fast, quick results 
which may not be the best 
way. The fast lane oftentimes 
is not the safe lane. Be on the 
right path and follow due 

process. It pays to be late than 
late so obey safety rules. Don't 
cut corners else you may cut 
some useful life lines.

Know what you want and 
the things you need. Define 
your priority. Discover what 
works for you and invest more 
into it. Channel your energy 
more to getting good results. 
There is no need to be the Jack 
of  all trades so focus on your 
focus. Make good use of  your 
core value. Maximize your 
strength. Get the best of  every 

opportunity whatever the cost 
but never seek your comfort at 
the expense of  others.

Life is more than what we 
think of  it; it is a complex that 
should be simplified; it is a 
my s t e r y  t h a t  c o u l d  b e 
demystified but only for those 
that are well prepared because 
it is full of  surprises such that 
sometimes it can present 
harsh unexpected outcomes 
e v e n  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  
precautions and care.

To get the best, expect the 

worst. In the final analysis, it 
does not matter how it ends; 
the real joy comes from 
participation so wherever you 
are and whatever you do, do 
your best and leave the rest. 
Be an active participant but 
not out of  strife and silly 
competition. Compete only 
with yourself  if  you must get 
to the top, having good 
success along with good 
health.

Live to be an inspiration, 
inspiring yourself  and others. 
Work to motivate yourself  
and others. Touch lives with 
kindness and philanthropy. 
Overcome the world with 
unconditional love but in 
doing so expect everything 
and all things from everyone 
especially betrayal and attacks 
– they will surely come even 
from confidants unless you 
are not making it.

As the days go by, improve 
by all means your mastery of  
doing little things with more 
little attention. Pay more little 
attention to details. Give 
more little time to things that 
matter. Laugh a little more at 
y o u r s e l f ;  a s s e s s  y o u r 
performances a little more 
and accept the outcome 
without bias; appreciate your 
failures and pains a little more 
a n d  c e l e b r a t e  y o u r 
achievement

Pamper yourself  a little 

more. Give yourself  a little 
splash. Smile a little more 
even when situations would 
want you to cry - and if  it is 
inevitable, cry your cry a little 
more. Tears are therapeutic, 
and sometimes we need a 
torrent of  tears to find our 
bearing and keep going.

Watch out for the little foxes 
that destroy the vineyards. 
They are many and operate 
under different covers. Look 
for the little brats that tag on 
you for cheap popularity and 
brush them away. Spend little 
more time to deal with the 
little monsters parasitizing on 
you. Preserve your life and 
protect your territory with 
little more time and care.

However good you may be, 
some people are not and will 
not be happy with you. There 
are people you cannot please 
no matter how you try and 
what you do. Whenever you 
discover such a person, treat 
him in the language he 
understands and give him 
enough dose of  his medicine. 
Self-preservation is the first 
condition of  life so treat your 
enemy as one else you cease to 
live. 

Make life miserable to 
everyone that derives joy from 
seeing you in pains. It may 
sound funny but revenge 
tastes sweet when given raw. 
A little fight is good for 
appreciation of  forgiveness. 
Tit for tat is the best reward for 
mischief. Give everyone his 
due coins. Justice makes 
people reasonable.

We are all strangers here on 
a  s t r a n g e  m i s s i o n  a n d 
journey. Investing t ime, 
e n e r g y  a n d  m o n e y  f o r 
empowerment will not only 
provide the right direction but 
will equip us for successful life 
and happy living. Invest little 
more into yourself. Improve 
your outlook. Get the best of  
your condition. Enjoy your 
position.

To make it in life, have 
unshakeable self  confidence 
and put your trust in God; 
work as if  you have not prayed 
and pray as if  you have not 
worked. Make maximum 
input and thereafter accept 
the outcome with gladness 
and joy. Life is meant to be 
explored and enjoyed and 
little things make it great – do 
them.

Rules for right living  
By Livy-Elcon Emereonye

‘

‘

Live to be an inspiration, inspiring yourself and 
others. Work to motivate yourself and others. 
Touch lives with kindness and philanthropy. 
Overcome the world with unconditional love but 
in doing so expect everything and all things from 
everyone especially betrayal and attacks – they 
will surely come even from confidants unless you 
are not making it. Stick to rules even in your 
conquest of the status quo. Research to know why 
things happen the way they do and then search for 
ways of possible improvement. Improve yourself 
continuously. Positive, progressive change is 
priceless. Strive not only to make things happen 
but to also impact your generation and the ones to 
come. Conduct your life in such a way that you 
would continue to live long after you must have 
gone. Leave lasting legacies.

‘

‘
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t is a truism that one of  the Iapproaches to assessing 
l e a d e r s h i p  a n d 

management strengths is to 
examine skills. In Enugu State, 
for almost six years running, 
Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, a 
three-time member of  the 
House of  Representatives, has 
been on the saddle, piloting the 
affairs of  the state, hence the 
period is accurate enough to 
examine the  ski l l  o f  the 
governor.  

Prior to his reelection in 2019, 
many had predicted his victory 
at the gubernatorial poll, 
largely due to his prowess in 
h u m a n  e n g a ge m e n t  a n d 
development of  infrastructure 
which he showcased during his 
first tenure in office as governor.

Expectedly, the people of  the 
state and beyond had high 
hopes from him, more so, as 
there was evidence of  paradigm 
shift in governance which led to 
relative peace in the state. 
Investigation revealed that 
Ugwuanyi's ability to bring all 
the  var ious  s takeholders 
together irrespective of  political 
leanings further endeared him 
into the hearts of  the people of 
the State.

Perhaps, one of  the issues that 
c o n f r o n t e d  G o v e r n o r 
Ugwuanyi last year was the 
lockdown directives by the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
occasioned by the coronavirus 
pandemic which brought a 
transferred anger of  the people 
against him by mostly un-
informed traders and artisans 
residing in Enugu and some 
other urban areas of  the state.

 Despite the fact that the state 
government in its bid to contain 
the spread of  corona virus in 
the state, distributed relief  
materials across the 17 local 
g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a s  a n d 
empower ing  over  30,000 
y o u t h s ,  c r i t i c s  o f  t h e 
government alleged that the 
authority did not do enough to 
reduce their hardship.

H o w e v e r ,  t o   m a n y , 
Ugwuany i  demons t ra ted 
proactive response during the 
outbreak of  the pandemic as his 
deep empathy and concern for 
all, especially the vulnerable 
were visible.

Findings show that in the last 
o n e  y e a r ,  U g w u a n y i ' s 
administration had sustained 

the tempo of  peace and good 
gover nance  in  the  s ta te, 
awarding multiple contracts for 
execution of  more critical 
infrastructural development 
across the state, worth over N9 
billion. The state government 
also approved the sum of  N1.5 
billion, N244 million and N200 
mi l l ion  for  payments  o f  
counterpart funds for the 
Universal Basic Education 
scheme for construction and 
renovation of  more primary 
and junior secondary school 
buildings, the programme for 
women and youths agricultural 
e m p o w e r m e n t  a n d  t h e 
Universal

Health Coverage (UHC) for 
comprehensive basic health 
services for every eligible 
r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  s t a t e , 
respectively, is totaling over 
N1.9 billion. This is in addition 
to the N4.9 billion and N100 
million counterpart funds paid 
by the present administration 
f o r  t h e  U n ive r s a l  B a s i c 
Education and Universal 
Health Coverage respectively, 
during its first tenure.

Between May 29, 2019 and 
now, the state government 
awarded contracts for flyover 
bridge, the completion of  the 

Nike Lake junction – Harmony 
Estate Road – Amorji Nike – 
Adoration Pilgrimage Centre, 
Phase II and III, in Enugu East 
Local  Gover nment Area, 
which will link Abakpa and 
Emene and serve as a critical 
bypass that will decongest 
traffic gridlock at Abakpa T-
junction.

Others are the asphalting of  a 
22.443km inter-community 
link road – the Neke-Mbu-
Ogbodu Aba-Obollo Etiti road 
– that connects Isi-Uzo and 
Udenu LGA, under the Rural 
Access and Mobility Project II 
(RAMP II); rehabilitation of  
numerous internal roads in the 
University town of  Nsukka and 
the f lood routing/erosion 
control works at Achi Street, 
Independence Layout, Enugu.

A first time visitor to the Coal 
City State will also see the 
construction of  access and 
internal road networks at Golf  
Estate Annex, located at Abor, 
in Udi LGA, which will cost the 
state government a whopping 
sum of  N2.08 billion; the 
rehabilitation of  Orie Market-
Nkwo Ida-Afor Inyi road 
junction in Igbo-Eze North 
Local Government Area; the 
Agbalaenyi junction-Enugu-

Onitsha Expressway link road 
at Oji River Local Government 
Area;  the Amaeze Street 
o u t f l ow  t o  E nu g u  Ro a d 
catchment box culvert and the 
N e w  A n g l i c a n  R o a d  – 
Obechara Road junction in 
Nsukka; the Akpabio Street, 
GRA, Enugu.

P a r t s  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l 
infrastructure also include the 
construction of  the Nsukka 
Town- ship Stadium (Phase 
One) in the University town of  
Nsukka;  remodel ing  and 
renovat ion of  the  Abuja 
Building, Government House, 
Enugu (completed), to ensure 
efficient administrative service 
delivery; construction of  fence, 
p a v e m e n t ,  s u r f a c i n g , 
landscaping and beautification 
of  the newly constructed State 
Customary Court of  Appeal 
headquarters, Independence 
Layout ,  Enugu ;  mass ive 
r e n ova t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e 
Judiciary Complex, Enugu.

One other area which brought 
a c c o l a d e  t o  G o v e r n o r 
Ugwuanyi is his ability to 
reduce crime as the state 
supplied 300 units of  bicycles to 
complement the 260 vehicles as 
well as motorcycle purchased 
for Forest Guards' operations in 

the rural areas.
A l s o ,  U g w u a n y i ' s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e q u a l l y 
purchased 100 units of  Innoson 
patrol vans equipped with 
communication gadgets, which 
were distributed to security 
agencies in the state to aid their 
operations. It engaged 1,700 
Forest Guards, repositioned the 
Vig i l an te/Ne ighborhood 
Watch groups and purchased 
260 security vehicles for their 
operations.

Recent events showed that the 
o p p o n e n t s  o f  G ove r n o r 
U g w u a n y i ' s  r e g i m e  a r e 
mounting since the Executive 
Bill seeking retirement benefits 
for Ex-governors came to the 
fore at the Enugu State House 
of  Assembly. Although, the 
Speaker of  the state assembly, 
Honourable Edward Ubosi, 
had said that the bill has been 
stepped down, critics had 
continued to fault the governor 
for mutting the idea of  life 
pension for the ex-governors in 
first the place. 

Thetrefore, the integrity of  
Governor Ugwuanyi will be 
tested in 2023 when he will 
handle the issue of  transfer of  
power to his successor. Already, 
political tension is high in the 
state over the gubernatorial race 
with discordant tunes agitating 
for where the pendulum will 
swing to.

Will Ugwuanyi listen to the 
p e o p l e  o f  E n u g u - E a s t 
Senatorial Zone where the like 
of  former president of  the 
Senate, Ken Nnamani, Senator 
Chimaroke Nnamani and 
Speaker Ubosi are at the front-
row in the quest to zone the 
governorship ticket to them? Or 
is Ugwuanyi ready to obey 
some of  his kismen who are 
c l a i m i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e 
governorship rotation has gone 
round, the next stanza should 
begin f rom Enugu Nor th 
Senatorial Zone? 

Ugwuanyi also has to contend 
with the pressures from some 
stakeholders from Enugu West 
Senatorial Zone especially 
l oya l i s t s  o f  S e n a t o r  I k e 
Ekweremadu who insist that 
the gubernatorial should be 
thrown open for a credible 
candidate to emerge at the end 
of  the day. 

As it is, time will tell if  
Ugwuanyi is a saint or villain.

One month to sixth anniversary, 
Enugu masses laud  Ugwuanyi 
on achievements   
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Ugwuanyi
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n a m b r a  p o l i c e  

Ao p e r a t i v e s  i n  
O n i t s h a  h a v e  

arrested five persons in 
connection with armed 
robbery and also recovered 
one locally made pistol, one 
locally made double barrel 
and assorted rounds of  
ammunition.

T h i s  c a m e  a s  t h e  
Commissioner of  Police 
Anambra State Police 

he Kaduna State TPolice Command at 
t h e  w e e k e n d 

confirmed the arrest of  two 
suspected ritualists with 
human skulls at a Muslim 
cemetery.

ASP Mohammed Jalige, 
the  command ' s  Pub l i c 
Relat ions Off icer,  who 
confirmed their arrest said 
that the suspects were also 
caught with a hoe.

According to him, “On 
Äpril 23, 2021, at about 21: 
30 the command received a 
distress call that some people 
suspected to be carrying out 
a heinous act were sighted at 
a  Muslim graveyard at 
Kudenden.”

Ja l i ge  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e 
suspects as Abdulaziz Jimoh 
'M' 68yrs of  Zaki Close, 
Kabala West Kaduna, and 
Mohammed Isa 'M' 30yrs of  

the same address.
“On getting the report, 

operatives were immediately 
dispatched to the area where 
t h e y  s u c c e e d e d  i n 
apprehending the suspects.

”Recovered from the said 
persons were a hoe and some 
human skulls.”

He added that further 
investigation was ongoing 
and the suspects will soon be 
charged to court.

Command, Monday Bala 
Kuryas charged operatives 
of  the command to sustain 
and increase the tempo on 
the onslaught against crime 
in the State.

Confirming the report, 
Police Public Relations 
O f f i c e r,  D S P  I k e n g a  
Tochukwu through a press 
release made available to 
journalist said; "On  22nd, 
April 2021, at about 4:30pm, 
the combined patrol of  
Police Operatives from 
A w a d a  D i v i s i o n a l  

Headquarters with the 
V i g i l a n t e  O p e r a t i ve s  
arrested Ifeanyi Eze aged 
22years, Okeke Arinze 
22years and Ezeugo Friday 
25years, all males, recovered 
a locally made double barrel 
gun, two live cartridges, six 
l i v e  E n g l i s h  p i s t o l  
ammunition and two live 
berretta pistol ammunition".

The suspects  were  
arrested when they drove in 
a suspected manner in a 
motorcycle without a plate 
number along Ugwuagba. 

Further revelations led to the 
arrest of  their gang leader 
along Okopoko and efforts 
are being intensified to arrest 
other fleeing members. They 
have confessed to  be  
members of  a deadly 
criminal gang. "Similarly, 
Police Operatives attached 
t o  Awa d a  d i v i s i o n a l  

n i d e n t i f i e d 

Ug u n m e n  h a v e 
a l legedly  k i l led 

eight security operatives in 
Rivers State. 

The unknown hoodlums, 
who stormed the state, 
Saturday night, killed the 
eight victims at different 
security checking points in 
the state. 

A source, who gave his 
name simply as Chidadi, 
a n d  p r i v y  t o  t h e 
development alleged that the 
invaders  at tacked four 
security checking points on 
the Owerri-Port Harcourt 
road. Chidadi noted that 
four  po l i cemen,  th ree 
Nigeria Customs operatives 
and two soldiers, believed to 
be Airforce personnel in the 
JTF were the victims of  the 
attack. The source disclosed 
that the killers also beheaded 
two of  the persons killed at a 
Joint Task Force, JTF, a 
military close to the Port 

Harcour t International 
A i r p o r t ,  O mu a g wa  i n 
Ikwerre Local Government 
A r e a  o f  R ive r s  S t a t e. 
Another source, who did not 
want his name in print said 
the bandits also attacked a 
Nigeria Customs checking 
point at Isiokpo Umuanwa 
interchange killed four 
persons and burnt down NC 
operational van. 

The source disclosed that 
the killers commenced the 
attack at Elele and stretched 
uninterrupted till Omuagwa 
community Jn Ikwerre 
LGA, adding that they 
carted away guns and two 
operational vehicles of  the 
security posts. It also alleged 
that the gunmen had also 
made attempt to burn down 
t h e  I k w e r r e  L G A 
headquarters in Isiokpo 
C o m m u n i t y,  r e c e n t l y 
renovated by the LGA chair, 

Mr Samuel Nwanosike, but 
were resisted by a local 
vigilante in the area, Isiokpo 
Securi ty  Planning and 
A dv i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e, 
ISPAC. The source said: 
“There was serious attack on 
security checking points on 
the Port Harcourt-Owerri 
road. About eight security 
men were killed. “The boys 
that are still unknown came 
at night and attacked the a 
JTF checking point and 
killed three soldiers and two 
police They also attacked a 
Nigeria Customs' checking 
point  and ki l led  three 
operatives. “They were 
trying to attack the Police 
Area Command in Isiokpo 
and the local government 
council headquarters before 
ISPAC, a local vigilante 
engaged them.”

headquarters on 24th April, 
2021 at about 4:30pm 
arrested one Uchenna Igwe 
'm' aged 20years, recovered 
one locally made revolver 
pistol, two live AK 47 
ammunit ion and four  
e x p e n d e d  A K  4 7  
ammunition".

The Commiss ioner  
w h i l e  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  

unwavering commitment of  
the Command towards 
weeding out unrepentant 
criminal elements, enjoined 
law-abiding citizens of  the 
State to remain vigilant and 
continue to support the 
Command in the fight 
against acts of  crime and 
criminality.

5 suspected armed robbers arrested in Onitsha
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

Gunmen kill nine security
operatives in Rivers

Two
suspects
arrested
with
human
skulls

Suspected armed robbers arrested in Onitsha

Suspected ritualists with the human skulls



News	Echo	  Monday, April 26, 2021                                  Page 8

NEWS

GOC makes case for proficiency of soldiers
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he General Officer 
C o m m a n d i n g 
(GOC), 82 Divi-

sion, Nigerian Army, 
Major-General Taoreed 
Lagbaja, has assured 
that the Division will 
continue on training and 
retraining for proficiency 
of  soldiers and officers.

Lagbaja said this on 
Friday during the closing 
ceremony of  Inter-Bri-
gade Corporals and Be-
low Competition, 2021, 
held at Abakpa Military 
Cantonment, Enugu. It 
was gathered that 13 Bri-
gade, Calabar came first 
and lifted a giant trophy 

of  the competition, fea-
turing six activities that 
made for combat-ready 
soldiers.

82 Division Garrison, 
Enugu came second; 
while 44 Engineers/54 
Signal Brigade, Enugu 
came third and the 14 
Brigade, Ohafia came 
fourth and got the big 
wooden spoon.

The GOC commend-
ed the Chief  of  Army 
Staff  (COAS), Lt.-Gen. 
Ibrahim Attahiru for 
providing the resources 
for the competition and 
seeing to its overall suc-
cess. Lagbaja said that 
the competition, which 
serves as a training, cap-
tured the COAS Vision, 

which is to have “A Ni-
gerian Army that is repo-
sitioned to professionally 
defeat all adversaries in a 
joint environment’’. 

He said that the com-
petition had further built 
team work and fostered 
better spirit-de-corps re-
lationship among the 
ranks of  corporals and 
below within the Divi-
sion.

“The training, coming 
in form of  the competi-
tion, is what the Division 
will continue to offer its 
soldiers and officers to 
ensure combat and de-
ployment readiness.

“The areas of  weak-
nesses, we have noticed, 
will be strengthened and 

areas of  strength will be 
further improved upon”.

“I thank the judges as 
well as the 82 Division 
Garrison Commander, 
the chairman of  the local 

organizing committee, 
for a hitch-free and sat-
isfactory event,’’ he said. 
News Echo observed that 
the competition featured 
six principal events, 

which included; weapon 
handling, obstacle cross-
ing, half  cross country 
relay race, navigation 
(map reading), drill and 
combat swimming.

Attack on construction workers:
Abia govt seals fuel station
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

F
ollowing last week’s 
attack by some hood-
lums on the workers 

of  Heartland Construction 
Company handling Ngwa 
road, Aba, Abia State govern-
ment has blown hot.

The state Governor, Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu has direct-
ed the immediate sealing of  
Easy On Petrol Station at 
Ngwa Road by Dikenafai 
street.  The government said 
the sealing is sequel to the 
incessant obstruction of  con-
struction work presently on-
going at Ngwa Road, coupled 
with harassment and physical 
assault of  construction work-
ers.

The Governor said the or-
der shall remain operative 
until the Ngwa Road project 
is completed and commis-
sioned.

It will also be recalled that 
the government had on the 
day of  the attack, warned the 
traditional ruler of  Ohazu 
Ancient Kingdom and Ngwa 
Road Market Chairman to 
stop persons attacking con-
tractors reconstructing Ngwa 
Road or be punished.

The warning was contained 
in press release signed by Abia 

Information Commissioner, 
Chief  Okeiyi Kalu and made 
available to newsmen in Aba. 

The warning came after 
a driver and other workers 
of  Heartland Construction 
Company handling the re-
construction of  Ngwa Road 
contractors were attacked and 
chased out of  a construction 
site.

Adding to their earlier 
warning by the Commission-
er, Governor Ikpeazu said 
the ongoing reconstruction 
work on Ngwa Road and 
other adjoining roads under 
the NEWMAP projects and 
indeed all projects in Abia 
State, done with tax payers 
money are of  fundamental 
importance to it.

He stressed that under no 
circumstances whatsoever 
will government stand and 
watch unscrupulous persons 
get in the way of  such pro-
jects.

Ikpeazu went on to direct 
the Chairman of  Aba South 
LGA, the Area Command-
er of  the Nigeria Police, Aba 
and the relevant Divisional 
Police Officers, the Com-
mander of  the Nigeria Secu-
rity and Civil Defence Corps 
in Aba and the General Man-
ager of  the Traffic and Indis-
cipline Management Agency 

of  Abia State (TIMAAS) to 
immediately ensure the full 
implementation of  this direc-
tive.

He further warned the op-
erators of  that petrol station 
that any further disturbances 
from them against those law-
fully engaged in the recon-
struction work will attract an 
immediate revocation of  the 
Certificate of  Occupancy for 
that property.

Governor Ikpeazu stressed 
that any person or group of  
persons, by whatever name 
called who plans to disrupt 
the work at Ngwa Road or 
any other project site in the 
State, under any guise what-
soever, that the full weight of  
the State Government will be 
unleashed on them.

Meanwhile, HRH Eze 
Sunday Emejiaka, the tradi-
tional ruler of  Ohazu Ancient 
Kingdom in an interview 
with our reporter exonerated 
himself  and his community 
from attacks on the contrac-
tor handling the Road on 
Wednesday. He said that he 
and his community could 
not have attacked contractors 
working on their failed road 
abandoned long ago by previ-
ous governments which Gov 
Okezie Ikpeazu was recon-
structing now.

T
he National Agency 
for the Prohibition of  
Trafficking in Persons 

has reunited a trafficked vic-
tim with her family after 20 
years.

Speaking to newsmen, the 
Commander, NAPTIP, Be-
nin Zone, Mrs. Ijeoma Udu-
ak, said that they reunited 
the victim with her mother 
(name withheld) at the palace 
of  Idu Uruan Village Head 
in Uruan Local Government 
Area of  Akwa Ibom, on Sat-
urday.

According to Uduak, the 
victim was taken away at age 
six from Idu Uruan to Benin 
City by a woman who gave 
her out to another woman. 
According to report, Udu-
ak said the two suspects had 
been arrested by the agency.

She said, “Prosecution is 
ongoing to ensure that jus-
tice prevails. Our task is to 
fulfill part of  our mandate as 
an agency that is against hu-
man trafficking, and one that 
rescues and reunites victims 
with their families. 

This victim was taken away 
from the classroom at age six. 

We reunited victim with family
after 20 years - NAPTIP

She had no contact with her 
family for several years.

“Her captor must have 
used all manner of  tricks to 
deceive the young and inno-
cent mind; today we celebrate 
breakthrough and freedom.”

The NAPTIP official 
urged members of  the pub-
lic to give the agency infor-
mation that would make it 
to detect human trafficking. 
“When you give us reliable 
information, we assure you 
of  protection,’’ she said.

She urged parents to plan 
their families to avoid hav-
ing more children than they 
would be able to care for. 
“Unplanned parenthood has 
led to increased child labour,” 
she stated.

Responding, the victim’s 
mother expressed joy that 
her daughter returned home 
after 20 years. She said, “Our 
belief  at home was that she is 
dead, nobody believes that we 
shall meet her again. We are 
thankful to God Almighty.”

She also commended the 
Federal Government and 
NAPTIP for their commit-

ment toward tackling human 
trafficking. The village Head 
of  Idu Uruan, Chief  God-
win Okoho, said that the 
victim’s return was a good 
omen for the community. 
Okoho stated, “We are very 
happy. This development 
shows that we still have func-
tional government institu-
tions. Her return and reunion 
with her family is a thing of  
joy to the community. We 
thank the Federal Govern-
ment and NAPTIP for mak-
ing this possible.”

Bene�ciaries of the starter pack during the graduation ceremony of 4th batch, One Youth,
One Skill programme organised by the Ministry of Youths and Creative Economy.

Governors condemn attack on 
Uzodimma’s home
T

he governors, under 
the platform of  Nige-
ria Governor’s Forum 

(NGF) have condemned the 
attack by gunmen on the 
country home of  Imo State 
Governor, Hope Uzodimma.

The governors, who said 
the attackers constitute a 
small league of  persons try-
ing to harm Nigeria’s cor-
porate existence, however, 
stressed that the assailants 

must be brought to book. 
It would be recalled that at 
least three security operatives 
were killed when gunmen at-
tacked Uzodimma’s country 
home in the Oru East Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State. Part of  the building and 
cars in the compound were 
also torched by the assailants.

Reacting in a statement is-
sued on Sunday and signed 
by NGF Chairman and Ek-

iti State Governor, Kayode 
Fayemi, the governors said 
the perpetrators took crimi-
nality too far. 

“The Forum called on all 
good citizens to cooperate 
with the nation’s security 
forces and the government in 
trying to build a civil, safe and 
secure environment for our cit-
izens. “For those behind these 
crimes, they must understand 
that they do not have the mo-
nopoly of  violence. This is tak-
ing criminality to reckless and 
irresponsible heights”.

“All hands must be on deck 
to fish out the perpetrators 
of  this dastardly act as in our 
view, they constitute a small 
league of  persons trying to 
harm the corporate existence 
of  our beloved country, Nige-
ria.

 “The mantra for every Ni-
gerian at such a challenging 
time in our history must be 
how to forge peace and unity 
across the nation’s divides and 
to shun violence and wanton 
destruction”.

New date for 2021 mock-UTME announced by JAMB

T
he Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation 
Board on Sunday 

announced the resched-
uling of  its 2021 Unified 
Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination to May 20. 
The organization said the 
change of  date was due to 
some ongoing adjustments 
in its operational processes. 
A statement by the Head 
of  Public Affairs and Pro-
tocol in JAMB, Dr. Fabian 
Benjamin, however, said 

it would not affect the oth-
er schedules, including the 
date for the UTME fixed for 
between June 5 and 19 2021. 
The statement read, “The 
2021 mock examina-
tion earlier scheduled to 
hold on Saturday, April 
30, 2021, has now been 
rescheduled to hold on 
Thursday, May 20, 2021. 
“This change of  date is 
owing to some ongoing ad-
justments in the Board’s 
operational processes. The 

change, however, would not 
affect the mock examination 
and other schedules includ-
ing the date for the UTME 
fixed for June 5 to 19 June, 
2021. Candidates who have 
registered and have chosen 
to sit the mock and other 
critical stakeholders are to 
note this change of  date. 
“Similarly, it is necessary to 
inform all stakeholders that 
the 2021 UTME/DE regis-
tration exercise is ongoing 
and it is to end on May 15. 
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t is indeed a welcome Idevelopment as over 150 
autonomous communities 

of  Imo State abandoned female 
circumcision.

These communities who 
publicly outlawed Female 
Genital Mutilation (FGM) are: 
Ngor- Okpala, Ideato North, 
Ikeduru, Oguta, Ehime Mbano, 
Owerri West and Ihitte/Uboma.

Traditional rulers, women 
heads, clergy and other leaders 
a n d  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e s e  
communities came together in 
their various areas to publicly 
declare total abandonment of  
female circumcision which they 
w e r e  r e m i n d e d  w a s  a n  
obnoxious cultural practice. 
After the abolishment of  FGM, 
a community based surveillance 
team was inaugurated to 
implement the decision taken, as 
well as check defaulters and 
bring them to book.

The people had said that 
they took the decision to abolish 
female circumcision in order to 
save their girls and women from 
harm, untimely death, as well as 
elevate their families, villages 
and communities.

They maintained that the 
decision to end FGM was 
informed after a series of  taught, 
advocacy and enlightenment 
prog rams  organized  and  
sponsored by development 
partners like the National 
Orientation Agency (NOA), 
Imo State, Ministry of  Gender 
and Vulnerable Group, Ministry 
of  Health, Right Protection 
N e t w o r k ,  S o c i a l  M e d i a  
Advocates, the United Nations 
Children's Education Fund, 
(UNICEF) and Child Protection 
Network.

According to them, Imo 
State had highest rate of  female 
circumcision in the country 
between 2013 (68%) and 2018 
(62%).

With Imo State prohibition 
law (No. 006 of  2017) banning 
the practice of  FGM with 
p e n a l t y  o f  1 4  y e a r s  
imprisonment or #250,000 or 
both, the trend is changing. 

UNICEF had disclosed that 
female circumcision has no 
religious, cultural, social or legal 
value, rather it is a "harmful 
practice which has no known 
benefit, has immediate and long 
term consequences, violates the 
right of  women and young girls, 
does not prevent promiscuity, 
defiles and deforms God's 
creation, every part of  human 

being has a purpose, mutilating 
any part is interference in God's 
creation", regretting that the 
scourge  had  endangered  
communities who had seriously 
practised it.

Meanwhile, on 16th of  
A p r i l ,  3 1  a u t o n o m o u s  
communities of  Ideato North 
local government area had 
publicly declared to abandon 
female genital mutilation in 
order to save the girl child, the 
woman from harm and untimely 
death, as well as elevating their 
society, just as Ngor-Okpala, 
Ikeduru, Ehime Mbano, Oguta, 
Ihitte/Uboma, Owerri West 
local government areas had 
previously done so.

T h e  p e o p l e  t o o k  t h e  
necessary step through their 
traditional rulers, women heads 
and other leaders having been 
well taught and enlightened by 
the National  Orientation 
Agency (NOA) and the United 
Nations Children's Education 
Fund (UNICEF) and other 
partners on the dangers of  
female circumcision. The public 
declaration of  abandonment of  
FGM followed the training and 
setting up of  community based 
surveillance team which is made 
up of  women selected from the 
31 communities of  Ideato North 
on Tuesday held at Uruala, the 
headquarters of  Ideato North 
local government council of  Imo 
State.

However, the community 
based surveillance team was 
admonished to live up to the 
expec ta t ion  o f  check ing  
regularly pregnant women and 
girls and reporting to the 
traditional rulers of  the sex of  
babies delivered.

The State Director, National 
Orientation Agency, Imo State, 
Vitus Ekeocha,  explained that 
"we are here today as part of  the 
process of  implementing the 
abandonment of  FGM in 31 
communities of  Ideato North 
just as we did in communities of  
Ngor- Okpala, Ikeduru, Oguta, 
Ehime Mbano, Ihitte/Uboma 
a n d  O w e r r i  We s t  l o c a l  
government areas".

Ekeocha reiterated that 
"when a community declares 
public abandonment it is not the 
end of  FGM. We follow it up by 
setting up community based 
surveillance team made up of  
women leaders from those 
communities whom we have 
trained on what to do in carrying 
out surveillance. They go to the 
pregnant women and remind 
them that FGM is abolished and 
that there is no cutting, pressing 
or mutilation of  the girl child".

T h e  D e s k  O f f i c e r  o f  
UNICEF, Stella Ukaegbu 
stressed that  the trained 
community based surveillance 
team would be equipped with 
register (note books) which they 
will use to compile results on 
monthly basis and make them 
available to the traditional rulers 
in order to bring defaulters to 
book, saying the surveillance 
team will also train the women 
in the villages to enlighten them 
more on the dangers and 
rejection of  female circumcision 
practice.

The surveil lance team 
through Joy Ndubuisi, Ifeoma 
Emechebe and Ndudo Vivian 
Chinasa, promised to do the 
needful to eradicate female 
circumcision in their families, 
villages and communities to save 

lives of  girls and women.
Earlier, the development 

partners had sensitized the 
people of  Ngor- Okpala, 
Ihitte/Uboma, Oguta, Ikeduru, 
Ehime Mbano, Owerri West and 
Ideato North on the dangers of  
female genital mutilation and 
why they should outlaw it. "Is a 
c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  
devastating medical, social, 
emotional, legal and economic 
repercussions for girls and 
women. FGM is illegal and 
endangers future of  girls and 
women. Therefore, FGM must 
be abandoned since the negative 
health problems outweigh all 
other considerations", regretting 
that women go through pains as 
they are mutilated. "FGM is 
performed with scissors, razors, 
knives. Some apply petroleum 
jelly, menthol ointments or hot 
water to the clitoris to make it 
numb or try to push it back into 
the body (cutting, massaging or 
pressing)".

They pointed out that female  
circumcision which is an ancient 
obnoxious cultural practice 
denies the girl child and the 
woman their dignity, causes 
harm to them, deprives them joy 
in their matrimonial homes, as 
well as dampens families, 
village's or community's peace 
and forwardness.

The communities were 
reminded that a lot of  females 
had died untimely due to excess 
bleeding caused by the vagina 
mutilation, especially that some 
are having fistula problems, 
some go through pains during 
child delivery, some do not enjoy 
sex with their husbands due to 
pains, while some had been 
disengaged by their husbands 
and incurred a lot of  waste of  

resources for their families, 
villages and communities.

They further educated the 
people that female vagina 
circumcision is not biblical, 
saying the Bible condemns the 
obnoxious practice of  female 
circumcision, citing Genesis 
Chapter 17: 10 vs 14. "This is my 
covenant, which ye shall keep, 
between me and you and thy 
seed after thee; everyman child 
a m o n g  y o u  s h a l l  b e  
c i r c u m c i s e d . .  A n d  t h e  
uncircumcised man child whose 
flesh of  his foreskin is not 
circumcised, that soul shall be 
cut off  from his people, he hath 
broken my covenant. And he 
r e c e i v e d  t h e  s i g n  o f  
circumcision, a seal of  the 
righteousness that he had by 
fa i th  whi le  he  was  s t i l l  
uncircumcised", (Romans 4: 
11).

Reiterating that female 
c i r c u m c i s i o n  d o e s  n o t  
encourage nor stop promiscuity 
among girls and women.  The 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p a r t n e r s  
maintained that FGM is not a 
religious injunction which 
Chris t ian fai th does  not  
sanction, reminding the people 
of  Imo State to continue to reject 
female circumcision by keeping 
close vigilance to pregnant 
women and girls.

The people did not hide their 
feelings as they appreciated 
UNICEF, UNFPA, National 
Orientation Agency, Imo State, 
Ministry of  Health, Ministry of  
Gender and Vulnerable Groups, 
Child Protection Network and 
Social Media Advocates for their 
relentless efforts and resources 
t o  s e e i n g  t h a t  f e m a l e  
circumcision is abandoned in 
their families, villages and 
communities.

Speaking on behalf  of  His 
Royal Highness, Eze Jude 
Uwalaka, who is the Chairman 
of  Ihitte/ Uboma Council of  
Traditional Rulers, Pastor Uche 
Ogbuji (of  Jesus Divine Grace 
Mission) and Kingsley Sylvester 
(of  God's Sufficient Grace 
Ministry), they said that the 
people have vowed to keep to the 
dictates of  the state prohibition 
law that abolished female 
circumcision in the state with 
violators facing sanctions to 
deter others from going against 
the law.

" T h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n ' s  
Education Fund (UNICEF), the 
National Orientation Agency, 
Ministry of  Health, Ministry of  
Gender and Vulnerable Groups 
and other relevant bodies 
deserve our accolades for 
working for the good of  
humani ty  e spec ia l ly  the  
vulnerable and the oppressed. 
May God continue to strengthen 
them as they work to elevate the 
society."

Over 150 Imo communities abandon
female circumcision 
By Ikenna Orioha
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A
 resident or visitor to 
Lagos in the 1980s up to 
mid-1990s would not 

forget in a hurry, a place known 
as Oshodi Oke. It was a place 
where anything happened. 

F r o m  g e n u i n e  t r a d i n g 
activities, transport beehive to 
p ick  pocke t ing  and  o ther 
criminal activities, until the 
coming of  Governor Babatunde 
Fashola, the former Governor of  
the State in 2007.

In Umuahia, Abia State capital 
is a centre of  town known as Ishi 
Gate, the busiest part of  the town 
where humans and vehicles 
compete for traffic space. It is 
also a place which seems to have 
defied all previous and present 
government efforts at total 
reformation.

The name Ishi Gate, according 
to records from an elder in Ibeku 
land, dates back to the colonial 
masters period when Nigerian 
Railways Corporation was at its 
peak of  activities, when humans 
and  goods were smoothly 
transported with trains with the 
present Isi Gate serving as a 
railway  crossing gate.

A long wooden gate which was 
later changed to iron gate was 
constructed by the European 
Railways masters to alert the 
control of  traffic and alert traders 
o f  i n c o m i n g  c o a c h e s  o f  
locomotives.

According to the Ibeku elder, 
Elder Alex Nwabuisi , there was 
an old market called Oma Ahia 
or Ogwumabiri situated at the 
present area, where trading 

activities were conducted, either 
through cash or trade-and- 
batter.

"It was during this time that the 
name of  the town was wrongly 
called Umuahia, from white 
man's pronunciation of  Oma 
Ahia. Our elders then, the Ibeku  
elders challenged the error in the 
naming in the parliament and the 
name of  Ibeku was restored, 
which is  why in Railways 
headquarters  or other colonial 
edifices, in Umuahia, you still 
see the signs  boldly written 
'Umuahia-Ibeku' because we are 
the landlords of  the capital city", 
he explained.

With this explanation, it is 
deduced that Ishi Gate market 
dates back to over 150 years and 
this could be why it seems to have 

become an octopus, a cat with 
nine lives, surviving every 
attempt to have it removed or 
decongested.

In April 1994, the  then 
military administrator of  Abia 
State, Col. Ike Nwosu gave an 
order that part of  the railway 
tracks serving being used as 
market should be fenced off, to 
instill order in the city. His 
administration also engaged the 
services of  some bull dogs that 
were used to scare traders into 
moving into the then Umuahia 
main market.

But these strategies achieved 
little or no results as the traders 
vowed to rather risk rabies than 
vacate the market, reminding the 
military administrator that it was 
it was from the market that their 

daily breads were fetched.
Col Ike Nwosu then started a 

head crossing popularly known 
as Ishi Gate fly over, but he was 
soon transferred to Oyo State and 
Navy Captain Temi Ejoor who 
replaced him in Abia, completed 
the 'fly over' to aid smooth traffic.

Ike Nwosu's removal was 
celebrated loudly by a good 
number of  Ishi Gate traders and 
other shop owners, who saw his 
transfer to Oyo State as a prayer 
answered.  Then came the 
appointment of  late Chief  (Barr) 
Ojo Maduekwe as the Nigeria's 
m i n i s t e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t  b y 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former 
President.

The minister, after assuming 
o f f i c e ,  e n d o r s e d  a 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b y  t h e 
management of    Nigerian 
Railways Corporation that any 
house or shop built on 20-meters 
distance from rail track should be 
pulled down nationwide.

Implementation of  this order in 
affected many traders at Ishi gate 
as many goods were destroyed by 
enforcement team from NRC but 
that did not deter the traders as 
they displayed their salvaged 
goods on the tail tracks instead.

F r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r , 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o 
administration, Ishi gate 

Continues on Pg.11

Ishi Gate: Oshodi Oke 
of Umuahia
…riotous yet profitable business centre
From Dan Maduagwu

Yaro Danladi, leader, Hausa Community in Abia

Methodist Church at Ishi Gate

Trading activities close to slot plaza
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...Oshodi Oke of 
Umuahia

continued to grow in size, 
population, commerce, inter 
tribal mix, and also, crime. It is a 
microcosm, a capital-within-
capital.

The area which connects the 
popular Warri street, Abriba, 
Lagos, Item, Ohafia , Eket , 
Bonny streets also criss-crosses 
the Umuwaya , Owerri and 
Uzuakoli roads with four major 
churches Catholic, Anglican, 
Methodist and Presbyterian all 
having a branch around it. 

This in addition to two big 
mosques existing in Lagos and 
Eket streets, one patronized by 
Hausa/Fulani and the one in 
Lagos street serving as the 
worship home for Muslims from 
Yoruba, kogi, Edo, and others 
non-core North States.

The famous Ama Hausa, in 
Eket street, which serves as 
vegetable and fruit market, 
home, and worship point for 
northern traders, is also in the 
same Ishi gate avenue, with 

Alhaj i  Yaro Danladi ,  the 
Sarakin Hausa, their leader.

Several motor parks also dot 
the area with  popular  transport 
companies having offices, even 
as all  major pool /online  
bett ing shops  have their 
headquarters in the axis with 
some brothels equally operating 
in full blast.

The oldest newspaper stand 
also keep the large population 
abreast of  current events, 
serving as ' National Assembly' 
for buyers and free readers every 
morning.

In his efforts to decongest the 
capital city of  Umuahia, former 
Governor Theodore Orji built 
Ubani market along Umuahia-
U z u a k o l i  r o a d ,  a n d 
subsequently demolished the 
former Umuahia main market, 
and directed traders to relocate 
to Ubani market.

T h e  t h e n  G o v e r n o r  i n 
explaining his  reason for 

relocation of  the former market, 
said it was to restore the neatness 
of  the city and to decongest the 
city, especially Ishi gate of  poor 
traffic system, occasioned by 
activities of  traders, transporters 
etc.

Orji further assured traders 
that movement to the market 
would lift the fortunes of  the 
traders, as according to him, 
they would enjoy ultra modern 
facilities in the new market. 
While a good amount of  traders 
agreed to relocate to Ubani, 
many others moved to run to 
Onuimo market built by Rochas 
Okorocha in Umungwa Obowo 
and  Or ie  Ugba ,  in  Ugba 
community, Umuahia North.

B u t  a  f e w  w e e k s  a f t e r 
r e l o c a t i n g  t o  U b a n i  a n d 
Onuimo, many traders returned 
to Ishi gate with a good number 
of  them settling in Bonny, Eket 
Lagos streets, Owerri road etc, 
blaming their return on poor 
sales and high cost of  shops at 
Ubani.

Several efforts made by the 
f o r m e r   a n d  p r e s e n t 
administrations of  Chief  T A 
Orji and Okezie Ikpeazu to 
enforce total compliance to 
relocation order have yielded 
little or no fruit as a recent walk 
around the area showed that it is 
bouncing back  in population.

Though, make-shift stalls have 
not been re-erected, most traders 
display their ways on the road 
while transport companies , 
most of  who were relocated to 
Ohiya central motor parks are 
back at the area, with the 
transporters noting that Ishi gate 
is the best place for business in 
Umuahia.

However, unlike in the past 
when vehicles used main roads 
to load passengers, they now use 

part of  railway lines, a strategy 
used to avoid congestion and 
obstruction of  roads.

Crime and drugs:
As characteristic of  other busy 

areas, it is not strange to hear of  
criminal activities like pick-
pocketing, bag snatching, phone 
theft in parts of  the surrounding 
streets. Alleged sales of  drugs 
especially at night on some of  the 
streets are other features of  the 
area.

No time is night:
Before  the  recent  curfew 

imposed by the Abia State 
government to ensure security, 
business activities vehicular and 
human movements lasted till 
12:30 midnight, extending to 1:30 
during festive periods as a traveler 
who arrived from Lagos and 
Abuja  midnight could still get a 
taxi to his hometown, but at a 
high rate.

Home to destitute:
 Before the demolition of  

former Ishi gate fly over by Chief  
T A Orji , it served as a home to 
dest i tute,   including some  
deviants of  different type who 
from day to day knew no other 
home than the fly over place . In 
fact, they slept, took bath on or 
u n d e r  t h e  b r i d g e ,  w h i l e 
converting the nearby rail bush to 
their toilets. “I have no other 
home"-- bus conductor, Amos 
Enwere  A bus conductor, Mr 
Amos Enwere speaking in a 
coarse voice told News Echo that 
apart from Ishi gate, he had no 
other home. In fact, he said 2021 
was his 6th year of  living in or 
around Ishi gate, saying the fear 
of  paying house rent scared him, 
in addition to the fact that he is 
still single at 32 years.

“When I get plenty money and 
find a wife wey love me, I go find 
house but for now, here na my 

area, I no complain" he told 
News Echo.

Beauty Headquarters:
There is no other place in 

Umuahia to get  a  special 
pedicure and manicure service 
like Isi gate. And customers are 
also attended to at affordable 
prices, making the place a hub 
for pretty ladies to patronise.

Will the area ever be sanitized?
Two days after his re-election 

in 2019, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu ordered the closing of  
all brothels in Umuahia. He also 
directed security agencies to 
enforce the order and arrest any 
defaulter both operators and 
patrons. The Governor, in 
banning the brothels, said that 
several criminal activities were 
perpetrated inside such places by 
dangerous elements.

He listed stealing of  phones, 
bags snatching, drug peddling as 
some of  the criminal activities 
allegedly traced to the brothels, 
adding that many criminal 
a c t iv i t i e s  we r e  a l l e ge d ly 
o r g a n i z e d  f r o m  s u c h 
compounds.

Police action maintaining the 
governor's order:

But  two years  af ter,  the 
brothels seem to have returned in 
business, with even younger girls 
in offer. 

"We will investigate the issue"-
-- Abia Ministry of  environment

When News Echo spoke to the 
Director of  Operations and 
Pollution control, Abia State 
Ministry of  environment, Mr 
Ikechukwu Ukaegbu ,  he 
promised that his ministry 
would  investigate the matter. 

Ukaegbu however referred the 
reporter to the Umuahia North 
L G A  i n  w h o s e  f u l l 
responsibility, according to him, 
issues of  motor parks and 
trading would receive the 
needed answers.

Chairman of  Umuahia North, 
Hon Ugochukwu Njinkonye 
could not be met on office to 
speak but a senior staff  who 
pleaded anonymity explained 
that "The area you are talking 
about has witnessed some levels 
of  transformation as vehicles 
don't obstruct the road like 
before as you could see that 
traffic is flowing smoother than 
before", he stated, telling the 
reporter that keeping the town 
clean was a job of  every Abian, 
not just the duty of  the Umuahia 
North local government.

Ishi Gate main terminal Traffic congestion at the placeThe Director of Operations and population control, Ikechukwu Ukaegbu

Umuahia North LGA chairman, Ugochukwu Njikonye

Continued from Pg.10
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orn industrialist, farmer, Bpublisher and frontline 
gubernatorial aspirant 

under the People's Democratic 
P a r t y  ( P D P ) ,  G o d w i n 
Chukwunenye Ezeemo has 
doled out what a taste of  an 
ideal society should look like.

T h e  U m u c h u  b o r n 
entrepreneur equally stated out 
that his ambition to be the next 
governor of  the state was borne 
out of  the burden and passion 
to give Anambrarians a taste of  
fair leadership with his wealth 
of  experiences. UCHENNA 
EZEADIGWE had a chat with 
him; 

A s  a n 
entrepreneur/industrialist, 
what inspired you going into 
politics?

I grew up as a village boy. 
After my tertiary education, I 
moved to Lagos in 1986. 
Thereafter, I left Lagos for 
London where I lived from 
1993 to 2012, when I returned 
here finally. And since then till 
date, I have been residing here 
in Umuchu. My inspiration is 
based on a personal experience. 
When I looked at the approach 
to leadership and governance in 
this part of  the world and 
putting it side by side with what 
i s  o b t a i n a b l e  f r o m  t h e 
developing world where I lived, 
the contrast is quite huge. And 
in trying to find out what 
exactly the difference is, one 
can only see the skin colour. 
And I started wondering why 
black people cannot really 
manage themselves. Why they 
c a n n o t  e n t r e n c h  g o o d 
g o ve r n a n c e  a n d  p u r s u e 
sustainable development in the 
continent in such a way that it 
will not only become a desirable 
home for her people but also to 
ab le  to  measure  up as  a 
developing country. This is 
where my worries came from. 
When I was in England, I saw 
the way things were going. 
There, you see a society that has 
strong institutions and where 
everything is given its rightful 
place. And I told myself  that 
one day, I will come over to my 
people and give a helping hand. 
And I think what we need to see 
is the desired change and 
development in our country 
and my beloved state, the 
commitment, political will by 
our leaders and the support 
from the people. So, giving a 
helping hand means that I will 
come and do things differently 

from the way our people have 
been not doing it without 
achieving the needed result nor 
changed the living conditions 
of  our people. So, I am coming 
to give a very sincere, objective 
and fair leadership that will 
liberate my state from the 

d o l d r u m s  t h u s  m a k i n g 
Anambra a beacon of  light and 
a centre of  good governance 
and development.

How active have you been 
involved in Nigerian politics 
and what political office(s) 

have you held?

I  h av e  b e e n  a c t i v e l y 
involved in politics since 2012 
but I have not held any political 
office. All the while, I have 
continued to encourage and 
support those who have the 

My leadership ideology is purely a state where Dick and Tom will 
have the basics; a fair chance; where our youths will have the 

opportunity of  being judged based on what they can do and not 
according to who they know, where they come from or their status in 

the society. A society where principles of  democracy will really be 
entrenched. I am someone who appreciates the fact that the leadership 
position is a privileged opportunity to serve and that it is held in trust 
for the people. So, when given the opportunity to serve my people, it is 
obligatory for me to live up to the confidence they reposed in me and 
as such, I will not let them down, rather I will protect their interest 

and make sure that they experience good governance in every sphere.

potential  to deliver good 
governance to my people and 
Nigeria as a whole in their 
political aspirations. I have fully 
sponsored and co-sponsored 
some political office holders at 
different levels. In essence, I 
have been active in politics and 
not necessarily at the forefront. 
But I remain committed to my 
vision of  offering a leadership 
with a difference to my people. 
And that informs my aspiration 
to govern my state so that I can 
give them what they have been 
missing for years in terms of  
quality leadership.

How prepared are you as a 
player in Anambra political 
arena given where you are 
coming from?

It may look daunting and 
difficult, but my first reaction to 
this is that we will not because it 
is difficult and shy away from 
the realities on the ground that 
Anambra is in dire need of  
selfless leaders. And now that 
opportunity has presented 
itself, it is necessary that I rise to 
this challenge. So, we have to 
face our problem and if  we 
don't, we are not going to find 
solution. When it comes to 
Nigerian politics, I have the 
energy, I have the love and I 
have the knowledge. To cap it 
all, what I am doing is not a 
mere ambition but a passion on 
how to develop the black man. I 
am very, very fit and prepared.

What is your leadership 
ideology?

My leadership ideology is 
purely a state where Dick and 
Tom will have the basics; a fair 
chance; where our youths will 
have the opportunity of  being 
judged based on what they can 
do and not according to who 
they know, where they come 
from or their status in the 
socie ty.  A society  where 
principles of  democracy will 
really be entrenched. I am 
someone who appreciates the 
fact that the leadership position 
is a privileged opportunity to 
serve and that it is held in trust 
for the people. So, when given 
the opportunity to serve my 
people, it is obligatory for me to 
live up to the confidence they 
reposed in me and as such, I will 
not let them down, rather I will 
protect their interest and make 
sure that they experience good 
governance in every sphere.

I have what it takes to make
Anambra great– Ezeemo

“

Ezeemo

Continues on Pg. 13
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W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  d o 
differently from what the 
p r e s e n t  g o ve r n m e n t  i n 
Anambra State is doing?

W h a t  I  h a v e  t o  d o 
differently here are much. First, 
I will make sure that I get the 
youths engaged and getting 
them engaged means that a 
couple of  things have to be 
done. It is a known fact that 
many of  our youths are jobless. 
And youth unemployment is 
one factor that strokes youth 
restiveness, thereby giving rise 
to a lot of  social and security 
problems. And some of  the 
practical ways of  getting the 
youths engaged is by making 
sure that I create an enabling 
environment for investors to 
come into the state. Because 
when investors have their 
businesses here, that will 
further create employment 
opportunities for the youths 
and when they  are  fu l ly 
engaged, they will go out from 
the streets and thus giving way 
f o r  a  m o r e  s e c u r e d 
environment. In doing this, one 
of  the important infrastructures 
that must be in place is power. 
F o r  a n y  m e a n i n g f u l 
development and investment to 
take place in this state, there is 
need for an improved power 
generation and supply. Once I 
have this is in place, it will now 
affect the other five key areas I 
have in my blueprint aside 
agriculture, to make sure that it 
is purely mechanized, health 
system, education, security and 
environment as a whole.

What area(s) do you think 
that this present government is 
not doing well enough?

The present government is 
not doing much in the area of  
infrastructural development. 
Much of  what you hear or see 
are mere politics. There is no 
serious commitment to it. For 
example, I have never heard 
them talk about improving 
power generation and supply in 
the state. Then ordinary road 
which common man in the 
street will appreciate, they are 
also not doing that, not even in 
Anambra North where they 
have their stronghold, not to 
mention other  areas  l ike 
Central and the South. The 
present government is using 
propaganda for  v i r tual ly 
everything they are doing. And 

you know that propaganda that 
is devoid of  truth is deceit. Our 
health system lacks both 
qualified medical personnel 
and equipment. It is not about 
beautifully painted buildings 
we have here and there without 
commensurate personnel and 
equipment for a good medical 
care. Another area is the 
e d u c a t i o n  s e c t o r .  O u r 
education system is very poor. 
We need to increase our 

children's access to education. 
P r o v i d e  a  c o n d u c i v e 
environment for learning to 
inculcate in our children 
patriotic spirit, good values and 
hard work. This is part of  the 
things our education system is 
lacking and we are going to 
address that. It's said that we are 
rated the best for passing 
WAEC that is not enough. 
When you have taught a child 
how to work, how to live on his 

own, how to share and love one 
another, inculcate in him the 
values that can sustain him and 
the society at large. That is 
when education can be said to 
be complete.

The posi t ion you are 
gunning for will in a way test 
your popularity, in what way 
have you affected the common 
people of this state to expect 
them consider you as their next 

The present government is using propaganda for virtually everything they are 
doing. And you know that propaganda that is devoid of  truth is deceit. Our 

health system lacks both qualified medical personnel and equipment. It is not 
about beautifully painted buildings we have here and there without 

commensurate personnel and equipment for a good medical care. Another area 
is the education sector. Our education system is very poor. We need to increase 

our children's access to education. Provide a conducive environment for learning 
to inculcate in our children patriotic spirit, good values and hard work. This is 
part of  the things our education system is lacking and we are going to address 
that. It's said that we are rated the best for passing WAEC that is not enough. 

When you have taught a child how to work, how to live on his own, how to 
share and love one another, inculcate in him the values that can sustain him and 

the society at large. That is when education can be said to be complete.

governor?

I have, as an individual 
contributed so much to this 
state. I have a charity that has 
trained over 200 graduates (plus 
indigent students). I have 
through my farm, press and 
other factories created jobs for 
both  indigenes  and non-
indigenes. I have built over four 
kilometre road for the people. I 
sponsor Otu suwakwa Igbo a 
society that helps in sustaining 
our indigenous language and 
culture. I have been sponsoring 
that group since 2012. I have 
also built a two storey building 
f o r  N i g e r i a  U n i o n  o f  
Journalists, NUJ, Anambra 
chapter. I have donated an 
engine boat to a riverine 
community called Igbokenyi to 
enable them transport their 
farm produce down to Onitsha 
for better market value and 
sells. Igbokenyi is an island that 
cannot be reached by road. In 
2012, I was the very first person 
that lent a helping hand to 
Anambra North when it was 
f l o o d e d  a n d  b u i l d i n g s 
submerged. I went there with 
medical doctors, I donated 
good chunk of  money and food 
items because a lot of  people 
were displaced. I have also done 
a lot within my community here 
in Umuchu. I have reticulated 
water, provided power and so 
many others that i can't go on to 
mention

What stands you out from 
other contestants?

I am the only politician that 
has an address. That is to say 
that I live with my people, I am 
a grassroots person. Many of  
the politicians you see here 
don't have much stake in the 
state. They might have them in 
Abuja, Lagos or elsewhere. But 
I  h ave  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  my 
investments here in the state.

How would you manage 
defeat if it comes?

This is not a matter of  life 
and death. By my background, I 
am an English man in heart 
though a black man by birth. In 
any game, it is either you win or 
you lose. And naturally, from 
my background and my values 
in life, whatever that comes out 
of  it will be accepted in good 
faith. But I am optimistic that 
our people this time are ready to 
embrace reality and shun 
mediocre.

I will make difference providing
infrastructure – Ezeemo

“
Ezeemo

Continued from Pg. 12
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

N
o fewer than two 
hundred trained 
youths have grad-

uated from the fourth 
batch of  “One Youth, One 
Skill” initiative organised 
by the Anambra state gov-
ernment.

The event which was 
held in the ministry dur-
ing the weekend had the 
youths trained in various 
skills such as confection-
eries, barbing, cosmetolo-
gy, shoe making and solar 
and CCTV production and 
repair with exhibitions of  
their various products dis-
played.

The graduands who 
were trained at three dif-
ferent centers in the three 
senatorial districts of  An-
ambra State had fifty-three 
of  the trainees empow-

Anambra Ministry of Youths graduates
200, empowers 53 

ered with start-up packs 
ranging from barbing kits, 
cosmetology, baking ovens 
among others.

Speaking shortly after the 
programme, the Anambra 
State Commissioner for 
Youth Empowerment and 
Creative Economy, Profes-
sor Theresa Obiekezie said 
that this is the 4th batch 
of  the programme which 
is aimed at training the 
youths in different trades, 
certify them and give them 
starter packs to start up on 
their own.

Obiekezie noted that the 
programme is initiated 
with train the trainers and 
that way the youths will be 
pulled out from the field 
and become meaningful 
entrepreneurs.

She stressed that the 
ministry will now embark 
on coaching and monitor-
ing to ensure that those 

skills the youths acquired 
are functional. She add-
ed that the training is a 
continuous process by the 
ministry and enjoined oth-
er youths who were not op-
portuned to attend the 4th 

batch of  the programmes 
to look out for next edition 
which will be made known 
to the public through the 
media.

Also speaking, the Per-
manent Secretary in the 
Ministry, Mrs. Louisa 

while issuing the starter 
packs to the beneficiaries 
charged them to put into 
practice what has been 
learned and become more 
productive to the society.

Two of  the graduands 
who was empowered 

with starter packs, 
Nweke Amaka Martha 
and Joseph Idigo while 
expressing gratitude to 
the government said 
they felt so elated, as 
words cannot express 
how happy they were.

IPOB’s Ikonso:
Omokri challenges Army
on Boko Haram

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has said that 
about 319,755 Ni-

gerians have benefited from 
the Economic Sustainability 
Plan’s Survival Fund Payroll 
Support.

The Senior Special Assis-
tant to the Vice President on 
Media and Publicity, Laolu 
Akande, disclosed this in a 
statement on Sunday titled 
‘ESP survival fund, hinting 
that more payroll support 
payments, especially the 
MSME grants of  N50,000 
will commence this week.

The ESP, approved by the 
Federal Executive Council on 
June 24, 2020 was developed 
by the Economic Sustaina-

Presidency says 319,755 persons benefit
from economic sustainability survival plan

bility Committee chaired by 
Vice-President Yemi Osinba-
jo to respond to the challeng-
es posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Akande said, “This week 
it is expected that there will 
be increased in the number 
of  beneficiaries under the 
Payroll Support track, which 
has so far benefitted a total 
of  319,755 Nigerians, while 
265,425 Nigerians are benefi-
ciaries under the Artisan and 
Transport Support track.

“Of the 265,425 beneficiar-
ies, there are 118,581 benefi-
ciaries under Artisan support 
track, and 146,844 beneficiar-
ies under the Transport track. 

“The payroll support track 
aims to support 500,000 ben-
eficiaries with payment of  up 
to N50,000 per employee for 
a period of  three months.

 “The MSME Survival 
Fund, a component under the 
Nigerian Economic Sustaina-
bility Plan, is designed to sup-
port vulnerable Micro Small 
and Medium Enterprises in 
meeting their payroll obliga-
tions and safeguard jobs in 
the MSMEs sector.”

According to Akande, the 
scheme is estimated to save 
not less than 1.3 million 
jobs across the country and 
specifically impact on over 
35,000 individuals per state. 

The General MSME Grant 
is a one-off  grant of  N50,000 
that will be given to each qual-
ified MSME as direct cash 
injection into their enterprise.

Akande said the total num-
ber of  beneficiaries in this 
track is 100,000 spread across 
the states.

He added, “In the same 
vein, under the Artisan 
Support scheme, a total of  
333,000 Artisans and Trans-
port business operators na-
tionwide will get a one-time 
operations grant of  N30,000 
per beneficiary to reduce the 
effects of  income loss due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

CAN condemns killing, abduction
of Christians 

I
n line with the abduc-
tion and killing of  
church worshippers at 

the Haske Baptist Church, 
Manni Kuriga in Chikun 
Local Government Area of  
the state, the Kaduna State 
chapter of  the Christian 
Association of  Nigeria has 
condemned the heinous act.

The bandits in large num-
bers were said to have in-
vaded the church at about 
9.00am when Sunday ser-
vice was ongoing and shot 
indiscriminately at wor-
shippers, killing one and 

abducting scores of  them. 
A medical doctor with the 
State Ministry of  Health, 
Dr. Zakariya Dogo Taro, 
was shot dead.

 “Dr. Zakariah Dogo 
Yaro, a medical doctor with 
the Kaduna State Ministry 
of  Health was shot dead and 
an unspecified number of  
people kidnapped while so 
many worshipers sustained 
varying degrees of  injuries. 
“As am talking to you now, 
we have not seen some of  
our villagers who ran into 
the bushes while the shoot-

Families, politicians, well-wishers mourn as Ossy Prestige is laid to rest.

Following the death of  
IPOB commander, Ikon-

so, a human rights activist, 
Reno Omokri has challenged 
Nigerian Army and other 
security agencies to elimi-
nate the leader of  Boko Har-
am terrorist sect, Abubakar 
Shekau, with the same force 
the security agencies used to 
crush a top member of  the 
Indigenous People of  Biafra.

It would be recalled that 
police operatives and their 
counterparts from the Nige-
rian Army and Department 
of  State Services killed the 
IPOB commander and six 
other militia members in Imo 
State.

Reacting, Omokri chal-
lenged the security forces to 
take out the leaders of  other 
criminal and terrorist ele-
ments in the country.

He tweeted, “Can’t Nige-
ria’s Army also take out lead-

ers of  Boko Haram, bandits 
and killer herdsmen troubling 
Nigeria, the same way they 
took out alleged ESN leader, 
Ikonso? Or, are they (security 
agencies) only strong when 
it comes to ESN, and weak 
when it comes to Boko Har-
am, bandits and herdsmen?”

“Millions of  aboriginal 
Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 
residents have also been dis-
placed by the unprintable ac-
tivities of  the insurgents”.

“For more than 12 years 
now, Boko Haram contin-
ues to oppress the people of  
the North-East, gradually 
spreading its demonic tenta-
cles to the North-West. While 
the Army and the Presidency 
keep claiming the group has 
been ‘technically defeated’ 
and ‘weakened’, the Shekau’s 
bloodthirsty faction contin-
ues to strike with daring ef-
frontery and crude savagery”.

F
ollowing the at-
tack and killing of  
security personnel 

along Omagwa/Isiokpo/
Elele Owerri Road in Ik-
werre LGA of  the state, 
the Governor of   Rivers 
Nyesom Wike has directed 
the arrest of  the gunmen. 
The Governor, in a state-
ment signed by his Spe-
cial Assistant, Media, 
Kelvin Ebiri, he strongly 
condemned the barbar-
ic and dastardly attack 
on security personnel. 

Wike orders security agencies to fish
out killers of officers

The Governor said there 
was no justification for 
such a heinous and con-
demnable attack targeted 
against innocent security 
personnel on legitimate 
duty of  protecting life 
and property in the state. 
He said: “The Govern-
ment of  Rivers State is 
saddened by the unwar-
ranted callous attack on 
security personnel. We of-
fer our sympathies to the 
relatives of  those who lost 
their lives in the attack. 

“We condemn this heinous 
act, share the grief  of  the se-
curity agencies and convey 
our sincere condolences.” 
The Governor, who 
charged the security agen-
cies to be vigilant, said that 
the government and peo-
ple of  Rivers State stood 
in solidarity with security 
agencies at their trying 
time, while calling on the 
people of  Rivers state to 
be law abiding as the per-
petrators will be brought to 
book.

ings were going on.
“We don’t know what’s 

happening that we are fac-
ing this kind of  scenario in 
our peaceful communities. 
Most Villagers are threat-
ening to leave their homes 
because of  the constant at-
tacks in so many villages 
in Chukun Local Govern-
ment,” Yakubu Bala, an 
eyewitness said.

The Kaduna CAN 
through its Secretary, Rev. 
Caleb Maaji, condemned 
the attack, noting that the 
organization was saddened 
by the development.
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s a spiritual person 

Aand a political analyst 
in this country with 

arrested development and 
where the god of  the big man 
is his belly, I am persuaded 
that we should continue to 
thank God, the Almighty that 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i ,  a 
soldier, a farmer, a politician 
and a Fulani big man won the 
2015 presidential election.

Yes, we should continue to 
thank God whose strong arms 
alone provided a rainbow 
coalition of  even strange 
bedfe l lows that  brought 
President Buhari to power in 
2015. I think we should for a 
moment translate from our 
natural realm to the spiritual 
for  the  pur pose  o f  th i s 
thanksgiving. I want us to 
calm down and reflect on the 
benefits of  that 2015, the year 
some seers said Nigeria, the 
hope of  the black nations on 
earth would be wiped out. 
Hold your breath, and let us 

thank God that we as pilgrims, 
h ave  m a d e  t r e m e n d o u s 
progress that a God's General 
and a spiritual man, John 
Bunyan hinted at in his classic, 
'The Pilgrim's Progress'.

 This purpose-driven note 
today is beyond a meretricious 
predictability when we often 
claim that if  the taciturn and 
lanky army general had not 
won in 2015, there would have 
been uncontrollable violence 
that would have been triggered 
by his supporters' spontaneous 
reactions throughout the 
count r y.  That  has  been 
simplistic.

As we ruminate and lament 
over the frailties, failings and 
l a c k  o f  c o n c r e t e  a n d 
measurable progress in the 
country today, the point I 
would like to drive home is 
that there have been some 
tremendous and intrinsic 
benefits the 2015 electoral 
victory of  President Buhari 
has brought to this country. 

This is beyond the violence 
that was prevented by the 
historic victory.

As I noted earlier, we should 
not discount the place of  
sp i r i tua l i t y  in  po l i t i ca l 
management. The God of  all 
grace will continue to rule in 
the affairs of  men. Though 
today  i s  not  a  t ime for 
discussion points on the 
i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  l o w 
spirituality in character crisis 
that has markedly affected our 
leadership, suffice it to say that 
the spiritual man is always 
needed for a national rebirth. 
Come to think of  it too, I have 
seen and read about how 
authentic spirituality has 
exalted two great nations: the 
United States and South 
Korea. The foundation of  the 
Constitution of  the U.S, for 
instance, was laid with solid 
spir i tual i ty  by founding 
fathers who were well guided 
by great spiritual men. That 
foundation culminated in 

t h e i r  c u r r e n c y  w i t h  a n 
inscription: “In God We 
Trust”. Liberal democrats 
have not been able to remove 
that emblem of  honour and 
ornament of  grace.

It appears that our people in 
power undervalue the power 
of  spirituality as a critical 
success factor in office and in 
power. But today, I want us to 
see the thanksgiving in this 
context of  power relation as a 
deep spiritual thing. And so 
we should thank God that 
General Buhari won in 2015. 
And here is the thing, if  the 
then President Goodluck 
Jonathan had been re-elected 
in 2015, not many people were 
hopeful that he was going to be 
born again and expected to 
turn the country's parlous 
state around. Most people 
would like to explain the 
victory of  candidate Buhari in 
the context of  votes cast 
against President Jonathan. 
That is some inconvenient 

truth that can't be kept in a 
grave, anyway: The good man, 
Jonathan was not going to save 
h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m 
perdition.

Let's not talk about ruling 
party in Nigeria at any time: 
only the president rules: even 
the law doesn't here. And so, as 
I have repeatedly quoted 
B a r a c k  O b a m a  h e r e , 
“ e l e c t i o n s  h a v e 
consequences”.  And the 
immediate consequence of  a 
re-elected Jonathan in 2015 as 
we prepared for 2019 elections 
would have been a coalition 
more gargantuan than the 
APC lambasting the electorate 
that rejected the best president 
we would have had in General 
Muhammadu Buhari. So, if  
Buhari had been a possible 
candidate for 2019 after losing 
the 2015 election, I know the 
Asiwaju of  Lagos and the 
Africa's foremost statues-
builder in Owerri and, of  

Thank God Buhari won 
2015 election

Buhari

Continues on Pg.16
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c o u r s e,  a l l  t h e  f a n a t i c a l 
supporters of  Buhari in most 
parts of  the country would have 
artfully designed a big campaign 
message anchored on this rare 
gem called INTEGRITY of  the 
General from Daura who would 
have been denied victory four 
times.

Certainly, we should as a 
na t ion  thank  the  God  o f  
Knowledge for enabling us since 
2015 to avoid that kind of  
scenario in 2019 when we should 
be regretting our senseless 
rejection of  the best president we 
never had. It is certain that even 
the Owu restless Chief, the most 
prolific letter writer against poor 
governance and misrule who 
once fired a don't-run long letter 
to President Buhari would have 
joined the bandwagon of  the 
campaigners and town-criers 

who would be saying, yes, we 
told you so…we told you to elect 
a  g o o d  m a n  w h o s e  b o dy 
language alone would have 
wiped out corruption that has 
eaten up our land.

Yes, but for the 2015 loss of  
Jonathan to Buhari, we would 
have been told in 2019 election 
season that Buhari was the only 
Nigerian octogenarian who 
could manage the economy to 
make N1 to $1. What is more, if  
Buhar i  had  los t  the  2015 
pres ident ia l  e l ec t ion ,  the 
Asiwajus, the Obasanjos, the 
Amaechis, the el-Rufais, the Lai-
Mohammeds, the Oyeguns and 
most especially, the Dauras, the 
Kingibes, etc would have been 
taunting us with how the man 
would have revived all the 
railways from Daura to Calabar 
through Lagos and Enugu. If  
Jonathan had rigged the election 

in 2015, specifically, they would 
have been telling us today with 
some swashbuckling that the 
notorious state oil corporation, 
the NNPC they had actually 
p r o m i s e d  t o  s a n i t i z e  f o r 
operational eff iciency and 
profitability would have been a 
world-class focal point for 
Nigeria's prosperity, especially 
with the President's 40 years 
experience in the oil industry.

Verily, verily, they would have 
told us that if  Buhari had won the 
2015  e l ec t ion ,  e l ec t r i c i ty 
generation would have beaten 
South Africa's more than 40,000 
megawatts for over 50 million 
people. The other consequence 
of  that in 2019 would have been a 
powerful multi-party delegation 
to Daura begging the man to just 
come and use his body language 
to solve all our economic and 
political challenges since 1999. 

Besides, they would have 
said because restructuring 
or federalism had been in 
their manifesto, the Buhari 
administration would have 
changed the constitution to 
reflect a real change from 
this convoluted unitary 
s y s t e m  t o  g e n u i n e 
federalism, a demand 
President Buhari rejected 
on January 1, 2018 and his 
Par ty,  APC curiously 
accepted 25 days after 
(January 25).

There is, therefore, a 
t e s t i m o n y  a b o u t 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  i n 
Nigeria, the spring of  hope 
for the black people on 
earth. We have a bounden 
duty, a responsibility really 
to thank God for the 2015 
e l e c t i o n  u p s e t  f o r 
Jonathan; the democratic 
world agreed enhanced the 
Majesty of  Democracy in 
t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o o r e s t 
continent.

In the main, the 2015 
elect ion outcome has 
remarkably created a new 
political reality for us as a 
nation. For one thing, the 
wind of  change Buhari and 
his men advertised has 
blown and we have seen 
the anus of  their hens – so 
clearly. Only this weekend, 
someone  pos ted  to  a 
p l a t f o r m  B u h a r i ' s 
remarkable speech at the 
Chatham House, United 
Kingdom almost three 
years ago (February 21, 
2015). An extract from the 
statement he made there 
reads:

'…What is the difference 
between me and those who 
elected us to represent 
them? Absolutely nothing. 
Why should a Nigerian 
President not fly with other 
Nigerian public? Why do I 
need to embark on a 
foreign trip as a president 
with a huge crowd with 
public funds? Why do I 
need to go for foreign 
medical trips if  we cannot 
m a k e  o u r  h o s p i t a l 
functional? Why do we 
need to send our children 
to school abroad if  we 
c a n n o t  d e v e l o p  o u r 
universities to compete 
with foreign ones…?

Thank God, we have seen 
the answers to the above 
rhetorical questions on 
p r e s i d e n t i a l  f l e e t , 
education and healthcare. 
The nation can testify to 
the  p re s iden t ' s  much 
vaunted integrity and how 
the New Sheriff  in town's 
body language has fought 
corruption even from the 
presidency to the uttermost 
parts of  the country. We 
have seen the wonderful 
job President Buhari has 
done on the new-look 
NNPC that has wiped out 
fuel scarcity. The magical 
body language produced 
an interim Chairman of  
the arrowhead of  anti-
c o r r u p t i o n  c r u s a d e, 
I b r a h i m  M a g u  s i n c e 
November 2015. 

The nation has seen the 
security situation from 
Borno through Benue to 
Taraba and Adamawa. 
Even Elder Olu Falae and 
other victims of  Fulani 
h e r d s m e n ' s  b l o o d y 
missionary journey in 
Nigeria can testify to the 
consequences of  the 2015 
election that Buhari won. 
Never in the history of  
mankind has a nation's 
farmers felt so patronized 
by a President of  Fulani 
ex t r a c t i o n  w h o  k e e p 
enjoining them (farmers) 
t o  e n d u r e  F u l a n i 
herdsmen's destruction of  
their farms. Now here is a 
new paradigm: the internal 
security chief  (police IGP) 
and the defence minister 
have devised a new public 
in format ion s t ra tegy: 
blame the law and not the 
lawbreakers in Buhari's 
new securi ty  s trategy 
paper.

You can see why we have 
to thank the God of  all 
grace for the outcome of  
the 2015 election – yes, the 
election that has opened 
our eyes to the fallacy 
called integrity, all the 
unfulfilled promises and all 
parochialism we don't have 
to worry about in the next 
campaign for a true leader 
of  the most populous black 
nation on earth.

...Thank God Buhari won 
2015 election

Buhari

Continued from Pg.15
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It seems to be that the Governor Uzodimma will pay for the death of IPOB's ESN vice Commander Ikonso in the hands of a joint security 
operation. This is the resolve of the south eastern secessionist group if the statement by IPOB's spokesman Emma Powerful is anything to go by. 
The Nigerian Army on Saturday said it had led a combined team of security forces to raid “the operational Headquarters of the IPOB/ESN 
terrorists in Awomama Village, Oru East LGA of Imo State.” The raid was carried out by troops of “the Nigerian Army Nigerian Police 
Intelligence Response Team (IRT) and operatives of the Department of State Services (DSS),” according to a statement signed by Army 
spokesman, Mohammed Yerima. Seven suspected members of a militia group linked to the proscribed Indigenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB) were 
killed during the joint operation. Among those killed is one suspected Commander Ikonso, identified as the Vice President-designate of IPOB. The 
late IPOB leader was also said to be the coordinator of all the operations of the group in the South-East, including the attack on the Imo Police 
Headquarters on April 5 and several other attacks on security and military personnel and facilities. Meanwhile, the Indigenous People of Biafra 
(IPOB) have reacted to the killing of one of its leaders, saying Imo State Governor, Hope Uzodimma, “will pay dearly.” Also recall that on the 
same day, the country home of Governor Hope Uzodimma in Omuma of Oru East Local Government Area of Imo state was attacked which 
claimed the lives of two security operatives. The attack also saw part of the building burnt along with a number of vehicles. In other words it is no 
longer a war of words but a war of blood. 

ollowing a detailed intelligence report on the location of  the terrorists' Operational FHeadquarters and the movement of  the overall Commander popularly known as 
Ikonso Commander. “The said Ikonso Commander who was the mastermind of  those 

attacks in addition to multiple attacks in the South-East and South-South regions, was 
neutralised along with 6 of  his top Commanders. “The IRT and DSS teams along with troops 
of  82 Division of  the Nigerian Army have been on the trail of  the terror group since the 
unfortunate attacks on the Imo State Police Command and the Owerri Correctional Center on 
5 April 2021. “The joint intelligence team had earlier interviewed several arrested IPOB/ESN 
terrorists in connection with the April 5 attacks and they all confessed that Ikonso Commander 
who was named as Vice President by their leader, Nnamdi Kanu, was the one that mobilized 
men and resources as well as ordered and orchestrated the attacks on Owerri. “They equally 
revealed that Ikonso was responsible for many other attacks on Police stations across the two 
geo-political zones. “The intelligence team later tracked the IPOB/ESN top leader to his exact 
location in Awommamma village where he (Ikonso) and his top Commanders were 
hibernating and plotting dastardly acts against the Nigerian state. “On noticing the presence of  
the joint operations team, IPOB/ESN terrorists brought heavy volume of  fire on the raiding 
team who swiftly responded and overwhelmed them with superior fire power that neutralised 
Ikonso and six of  his top Commanders. Sadly however, a Second Lieutenant and three IRT 
operatives paid the supreme price in the fire fight that ensued. The four officers who fought 
gallantly have already been evacuated to a military facility in Owerri. “So far, 3 AK 47 riffles, a 
Toyota Sienna van belonging to the terrorists and several other items of  value including drugs 
suspected to be psychotropic substances were recovered and are being processed by the 
intelligence team to assist in further investigations and operations in the area. The joint security 
team is already dominating the general area while preparations for further operations are in top 
gear. “The neutralised Ikonso Commander had in several occasions posed for photographs 
with the fugitive leader of  IPOB, Nnamdi Kanu.”

he killing of  the heroic innocent Biafrans protecting our communities and towns Tfrom Fulani terrorists herdsmen masquerading as cattle herders in cold blood is 
very painful.” “The Supreme Court Administrator of  Imo State Hope 

Uzodimma and all those who had a hand in this wickedness will pay dearly. “Hope 
Uzodimma and his cowardly Nigerian security agencies that cannot confront Fulani 
terrorists but only flex their muscles when they see Biafra agitators. For murdering 
Ikonso, the ESN unit commander in cold blood, Uzodimma has stirred the hornet nest! 
He should get ready for a sting. “Uzodimma decided to kill Ikonso because he refused his 
offer to head the Ebubeagu ghost security outfit formed by South East governors. 
Uzodimma has tried but without success to lure ESN operatives into Ebubeagu. He had 
made irresistible offers to them which were turned down, hence his resorting to 
elimination of  these patriotic heroes who vowed never to betray Biafra. “Hope 
Uzodimma sent a lot of  emissaries to beg Ikonso and other ESN officers to join 
Ebubeagu security outfit. So, because of  their refusal to betray Biafra agitation and our 
Leader Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, the hopeless governor mobilized joint security forces to 
attack them today. “Contrary to claims by the cowardly security forces who flee from 
terrorists but kill innocent citizens, they were not able to penetrate into the camp of  
Eastern Security Network. They only ambushed Ikonso but we promise them hell for 
this cowardly act! “Hope Uzodimma has murdered sleep, so he should be ready to stay 
awake! Fulani terrorists pretending as cattle sellers in Enugu destroyed Police van and 
attacked Government officials on lawful duty with AK-47 but no Army, police or DSS 
attacked them till now. But ESN operatives defending our communities against the 
terrorists are being hunted like games every day. The world has kept quiet over this 
atrocity until we begin our own madness. “Hope Uzodimma as the body of  Ikonso was 
paraded by Fulani Jihadists in police and Nigerian army, so shall it be your portion one 
day.”

By Anthony Ogbekile

Commander Ikonso:  Bloody crossfire
between security agencies and IPOB,
with Gov Uzodimma in the middle

Ikonso sponsored several attacks on
Imo police facilities – Army spokesman

Uzodimma has murdered sleep for
murdering Ikonso – IPOB

Nnamdi Kanu, IPOB LeaderNnamdi Kanu, IPOB LeaderNnamdi Kanu, IPOB LeaderBrig. Gen. Mohammed Yerima, Nigerian Army SpokesmanBrig. Gen. Mohammed Yerima, Nigerian Army SpokesmanBrig. Gen. Mohammed Yerima, Nigerian Army Spokesman



Monday, April 26, 2021 Page 18

SPORTS
me have, at least, a secondary 
school education, but he 
refused. “The struggle led me 
to running away from my 
f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  i n  Po r t 
Harcourt, many years ago, at 
a very tender age, to Lagos, 
a n d  t h e r e  s t a r t e d  m y 
struggles”. Taribo West 
spoke during an occasion to 
honour him with Lifetime 
Achievement award, by a 
L a g o s - b a s e d  m e d i a 
company, Our Moment 
Newspaper, in Lagos. The 
f o r m e r  S u p e r  E a g l e s 
Defender was honoured 
alongside some Nigerians 
who have distinguished 
themselves in their various 
fields. 

T h e  o t h e r  a w a r d 
r e c i p i e n t s  i n c l u d e 
Nollywood actor, Segun 
A r i n z e ,  n e w s c a s t e r , 
entertainer and actor, Jide 
Alab i ,  immedia te  pas t 
President of  the Directors 
Guild of  Nigeria (DGN), 
Fred Amata, immediate Past 
Chairman of  the Nigerian 
Union of  Journalists (NUJ), 
Lagos State Council, Dr. 
Qasim Akinreti, Chairman, 
Photojournalists Association 
of  Nigeria (PJAN), Abiodun 
Aja la ,  and 39-year -o ld 
presidential aspirant ahead 
of  2023 and CEO of  e-pay 

The governors of  
South East geo-
political zone on 

Sunday met in Enugu, 
saying they are in  total 
support for restructuring 
and establishment of  
S t a t e  Po l i c e  i n  t h e 
country. However, Imo 
State governor Senator 
Hope Uzodimma was 
conspicuously absent and 
was represented by his 
deputy, Prof  Placid Njoku

The Igbo governors 
also vowed to strengthen 
their regional security 
o u t f i t  c h r i s t e n e d 
"Ebubeagu"  to  s t em 
further restiveness in the 
region.

The meeting which 
w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e 
G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e, 
Enugu behind closed 

doors began at about 
1pm with the chairman 

o f  t h e  S o u t h  E a s t  
governors, Chief  David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi State 

presiding.
Speaking to newsmen 

a f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g , 
G o v e r n o r  U m a h i 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
Ebubeagu will work with 
the police and other 
security agencies in the 
state

T h e  o n e - p a g e 
communiqué read by 
Governor Umahi states in 
parts:.

"The meeting is in 
support of  restructuring, 
the setting up of  State 
Police and other national 
issues as discussed in the 
last National Executive 
Council (NEC) meeting

“Southeast governors 
and leaders restated the 
adoption of  a common 
joint security outfit called 
E b u b e a g u  w i t h  i t s 
headquarters in Enugu. 
Ebebuagu will work with 
the police and other 
security agencies in the 
operations to protect lives 

and property.
"We agreed on the 

s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e 
modalities of  Ebubeagu 
and to set up an Advisory 
Board for the outfit. The  
Attorney-Generals and 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  f o r 
Justice of  the South East 
States have been directed 
to work with the security 
committee to come up 
with amendment of  the 
existing State laws to 
reflect the new Ebubeagu

"The meeting directed 
O h a n a e z e  N d i g b o 
President to immediately 
form two committee's of  
South East peace and 
reconciliation committee 
to engage our people and 
her visitors"

'The  mee t ing  a l so 
condemned the attacks on 
the country home of  the 
Governor of  Imo State 
His Excellency Hope 
Uzodima and other state 
s t r u c t u r e s .  W e 
sympathize with him and 
c a l l  o n  t h e  Fe d e r a l 
Government to fish out 

the per petrators  and 
ensure their prosecution", 
they concluded

South East leaders 
r e s t a t e d  t h e i r 
commitment to the state 
l aw s  b a n n i n g  o p e n 
grazing in the South East 
and urge the security 
agencies and the local 
vigilantes to enforce the 
ban in all the states of  
South East

Among the dignitaries 
who attended the meeting 
were: Governor David 
U m a h i  ( E b o n y i ) , 
G o v e r n o r  I f e a n y i 
Ugwuanyi (Enugu), and 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
(Abia),  Deputy Gov.  
Prof. Placid Njoku (Imo), 
Ambassador  George 
O b i oz o r  ( P r e s i d e n t -
G e n e r a l  O h a n a e z e 
Ndigbo) Arch Bishop 
Emmanuel Chukwuma, 
C h i e f  E m m a n u e l 
Iwuanyanwu, Obi of  
Onitsha, HRM Alfred 
Nnaemeka Anichebe.

My jour ney to 
being a world-
famous soccer 

player wasn't easy. The war 
s tar ted r ight  f rom my 
father's house in far-away 
P o r t  H a r c o u r t ,  s o m e 
decades ago. My father 
actually wanted me to be a 
roadside mechanic”. 

With these words, former 
Super Eagles of  Nigeria and 
AC Milan of  Italy player, 

Taribo West, told his story 
o f  g r o w i n g  u p . 

Narrating the story 
further, he said his 
mum disapproved 
of  his  fa ther ' s 
w i s h  t h a t  h e 

s h o u l d  b e  a 
m e c h a n i c .  H i s 
w o r d s :  “ M y 
mother resisted 
s t rong ly.  She 
b e g g e d  a n d 

begged him 
to allow 

Limited, Victor Ani-Laju. 
Taribo West went on: “But, I 
thank God that all that is 
history now. I am the rejected 
stone that later became the 
corner stone of  the house”. 
When asked what business 
he ventured into after retiring 
from football, he said: “After 
quitting football, I ventured 
in to  footba l l  academy, 
philanthropy and missionary 
work. “I run a football 
academy in Lagos where we 
discover and train young 
talents for European clubs. “I 
am involved in philanthropic 
works where we assist so 
many indigent students and 
business men and women. 
“Then, I am the General 
Overseer of  Shelter in the 
Storm Ministry, an end-time 
d e l i ve r a n c e  c h u r c h  i n 
Lagos.” He thanked the 
organisers of  the award for 
picking him ahead of  many 
former Super Eagles players. 

His words: “I thank the 
organisers of  this award for 
honouring me today. I am 
indeed grateful”. Taribo 
West played for the Super 
Eagles between 1994 and 
2006. During his illustrious 
career, he played for big 
European clubs like Auxerre, 
Inter Milan, AC Milan, 
Derby County among others, 

winn ing  many  laure l s. 
Taribo West played for the 
Super Eagles of  Nigeria at 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup in 
France, 2000 African Cup of  
Nations in Ghana/Nigeria, 
2002 African Cup of  Nations 
in Mali, 2002 FIFA World 
Cup in Korea/Japan, etc. 

In his opening remarks at 

the event, the Editor of  Our 

Moment Newspaper, David 

Olanrewaju, thanked all 

those who made it to the 

event and advised all the 

award recipients to keep the 

spirit and continue to do 

more for humanity. He said: 

“I am very glad this evening 

t o  w i t n e s s  t h i s  g r e a t 

occasion. This is an event 

that was first held in 2006 and 

it has continued to wax 

stronger every year. “This 

year's event was slightly 

affected by the coronavirus 

pandemic as forty percent of  

invited guests could not make 

it to the occasion. “However, 

we thank those who made it 

and we believe this award will 

spur them more to do more 

for humanity”.

My dad wanted me to be a mechanic — Taribo West
By Olalekan Bilesanmi

EPL: Wood hits
hat-trick as
Burnley move out
of relegation zone

C
h r i s  W o o d 
scored a first-
half  hat-trick as 

Burnley pummelled 
sorry Wolves 4-0 on 
S u n d a y  t o  l i f t 
themselves nine points 
clear of  the Premier 
League relegation zone.

B u r n l e y  w e r e 
s h a r p e r  a n d  m o r e 
committed but mid-
t a b l e  W o l v e s 
contributed to their 
downfall with some 
sloppy defensive work 
at an empty Molineux.

Wood, who is now 
Burnley's outright top 
scorer in the Premier 
League, is the first 

p l a y e r  f r o m  N e w 
Zealand to score a 
Premier League hat-
trick. Wood went close 
to a fourth in the closing 
stages before turning 
provider for Ashley 
Westwood to thump 
home from the edge of  
the box.

The win lifts Sean 
Dyche's men to 14th in 
the table, nine points 
clear of  18th-placed 
Fulham with just five 
g a m e s  r e m a i n i n g , 
m e a n i n g  t h e y  a r e 
almost certain to secure 
a  s i x t h  s u c c e s s ive 
season of  top-flight 
football. 

Taribo

Uzodimma absent as South
East govs back restructuring,
state police
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uper Eagles head 

Scoach Gernot Rohr 
has hinted he might 

no t  be  inv i t ing  new 
players as the national 
prepares for the World 
Cup qualifiers which 
begin next month. 

Ro h r,  w h o  t o o k 
charge of  the Eagles in 
2016, also mentioned that 
str iker Odion Ighalo 
c o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
national team during the 
qualifiers. 

A host of  Nigerian 
players have been in 
fantastic form for their 
respective clubs, but the 
Franco-German, in an 
interview with Elegbete 
TV Sports, said there was 
no time to experiment as 
the Eagles look to qualify 
for the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar. 

C r o t o n e  s t r i k e r 
Simeon Nwankwo, Sadiq 
Umar of  Almeria are 

interesting also, we have 
S a d i q  U m a r  w h o  I 
invited, I wanted to see 
him for the first time last 
time but his club did not 
release him. 

“Sadiq deserves also 
a chance – one of  the best 
centre forwards in Spain 
actually. 

“Simy I know him 
very well, and so I didn't 

amuel Chukwueze 

Snetted for Villarreal 
as FC Barcelona 

kept their LaLiga title 
hopes alive after rallying 
from behind to claim 2-1 
win over ten-man Yellow 
Submarine on Sunday 
afternoon.

B a r c a  m a n a g e r 
Ronald Koeman made 
only change from the 
thrashing of  Getafe, as 
Sergino Dest star ted 
ahead of  Sergi Roberto at 
right wing-back.

The visitors were on 
the front foot in the 
opening exchanges and 
should have been ahead 
in the 16th minute after a 
c ross  by  Jord i  Alba 
towards the far post 
needed just a tap-in but 
F r e n k i e  d e  J o n g 
s o m e h o w  h i t  t h e 
w o o d w o r k  a n d 
goalkeeper Sergio Asenjo 
cleared the ball off  the 
line.

V i l l a r r e a l  h i t 
Blaugrana to great effect 

on a counter-attack in the 
26th minute, as Samuel 
C h u k w u e z e  w e n t 
through on goal from Pau 
Torres' pass, rounded 
goalkeeper Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen and fired a 
strike into an empty net, 
from a tight angle.

Antoine Griezmann 
quickly levelled matters 
for Koeman's charges two 
minutes  a f t e r  go ing 
through f rom Oscar 
Mingueza's through ball 
and chipped a strike over 
Asenjo, who was out of  
his area, 1-1.

G r i e z m a n n  g ave 
Barca a 2-1 lead with ten 
minutes remaining of  the 
f i r s t  s t a n z a  a f t e r 
intercepting a back pass 
from Juan Foyth towards 
Asenjo and hit it first-
time into the gaping net 
and the Catalan giants 
he ld  on  to  the  l ead 
heading to the break.

Blaugrana had a slow 
start to the second stanza 
but they got a numerical 

 community-based 

AOrganisation under 
t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  

Tropical Gate Foundation 
has hinted that sports is a 
veritable tool needed for the 
socio-cultural growth and 
development of  communities 

particularly in Aguata Local 
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra state.

This was disclosed by the 
Managing Director of  the 
group, Apostle Nnamdi 
Mbaigbo during a press 
briefing and award of  prizes 
for "football competition for 
communities in Aguata" held 

at the Amesi Improvement 
Union Hall on Sunday.

News Echo reports that the 
fo l lowing  communi t ies 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
tournament, Ekwulobia, 
Akpo, Achina, Uga, Igbo-
Ukwu, Isuofia, Umuchu, 
Aguluezechukwu, Ezinifite

According to Apostle 

Mbaigbo, the competition 
was organised under the 
auspices of  the Tropical Gate 
Foundation as one of  the 
goals  in attaining even 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a m o n g 
communities in Anambra.

"The  foundat ion  has 
deemed i t  necessary to 

engage the youths with sports 
because of  the increasing 
awareness of  insecurity that 
has bedeviled the region and 
the  foundat ion equal ly 
understands the United 
nations sustainable goals 
which is part of  eradicating 
poverty. 

"Sports if  well harnessed 
can be a tool for eradicating 
poverty because there is an 
economy that goes around 
sporting activities".

advantage in the 65th minute after 
Manu Trigueros of  Villarreal got a 
straight red card for a nasty 
challenge on Lionel Messi's shin 
and the Yellow Submarine had to 
play the last 25 minutes with ten 
men.

Thankfully, Messi got back to 
his feet and Villarreal were taking 
the game to Barca, as Unai Emery 
made an attacking change, with 
M o i  G o m e z  r e p l a c i n g  t h e 
defensive Etienne Capoue in 

nthony Joshua and Tyson 

AFury will make £54million 
each solely from the record-

breaking Saudi Arabia site deal.
The British heavyweight titans 

will go head to head this summer in 
their eagerly-awaited Battle of  
Britain part one.

Joshua will put his WBA, WBO 
and IBF belts on the line as Fury 
defends the WBC crown he snatched 
off  Deontay Wilder last year.

And as well as having the chance 
to unify the division, the pair is on 
course to make eye-watering money 
from the fight.

According to ESPN, the site fee 
alone is worth £108m will be evenly 
split between the two, with some 
additional cash used to cover 
expenses and the undercard.

That is almost treble the site fee 
for one of  AJ's fights against Andy 
Ruiz Jr.

A deal to stage the fight in Saudi 
Arabia is yet to be finalised, but it is 
the most likely destination with a 
Wembley rematch later in the year.

Fury's US-based promoter Bob 

Arum told Boxing Scene: “We have 

[site deal] contracts now that we are 

marking up and so forth.
“It's a big step. We're just doing 

the paperwork now with the 

Saudis.”
And while the date is also 

unconfirmed, Joshua's promoter 

Eddie Hearn revealed July 24 or 

early August are the best options – 

while Fury himself  said it would be 

'in July'.
He said: “They've signed the 

contract. We presented them both 

with an offer from a site, which they 

both approved and accepted.
“We are dotting the I's and 

crossing the T's and you will get an 

announcement soon, but that fight is 

going to be happening this summer.
“We haven't finalised an exact 

date, July 24 is the rough date but it 

may leak into early August but no 

later than that. The Olympics will be 

a different time zone so it's not really 

in the mindset.
“It is one of  the biggest of  all 

time, probably the sporting event of  

2021, so fingers crossed – we are 

nearly there.
“I keep saying we are nearly 

there but, as I said, site approved, 

deal approved, everything done now.
“We are just papering it and there 

will be an official announcement 

soon.
“It is non-stop at the moment but 

it is happening, it is 100 per cent 

happening.”

midfield.
De Jong almost killed off  the 

game with the third goal for 
Barcelona in the last seven minutes 
with a chip over Asenjo that 
bounced over the bar but Koeman's 
men held on to a 2-1 win that saw 
them go equal on points with 
second-placed Real Madrid, in 
third place due to an inferior head-
to-head record and two points 
behind leaders Atletico.

oach of  Rivers 

CUnited Football 
C l u b  o f  P o r t 

Harcourt Stanley Eguma 

h a s  e x p r e s s e d 

disappointment over the 

unstable calendar of  the 

Nigerian top-flight league 

after another date 9th of  

May 2021 was released for 

the resumption of  the 

second stanza of  the 

2020/21 league season 

f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l l y 

scheduled date of  28th 

April 2021. 
Eguma speaking in an 

interview stressed his 

dissatisfaction with the 

c o n t i nu o u s  d e l ay  i n 

restarting the season after 

having seen the first date 

of  April 10 moved to 28 

and now 9th of  May. He 

lamented the effects this 

will have on technical 

p r o g r a m  a n d  t e a m 

planning. 

In  the  same ve in , 

Hear t land FC Coach 

Fidelis Ilechukwu has 

called for stability in the 

schedule and calendar of  

league games in the NPFL 

f o l l ow i n g  t h e  n ew ly 

released date (9th May 

2021) for the resumption 

of  the second stanza of  the 

c u r r e n t  c a m p a i g n . 

Ilechukwu complained 

that the newly released 

date would affect and 

disrupt the program of  any 

well-structured club while 

it hands an advantage to 

those without structure. 

“For teams with a good 

structure they will feel it 

because they will prepare 

the players both timing 

and giving break and 

everything but when you 

change it for those that 

don't have the structure 

they have an advantage. 

“So it all depends on 

where you belong. Are you 

in a well-structured team 

or otherwise, because with 

this condition now some 

teams can still ask players 

to take more breaks while 

they recover.

some of  the  p layers 
deserving of  invitation for 
national team call ups but 
the door might be closed 
following the revelation 
of  the 66-year-old. 

“You know that I 
invited Simy already for 
the last World Cup and he 
was with us in Russia and 
he came in sometimes,” 
Rohr said. 

“Now we have so 
m a n y  s t r i k e r s , 
unfortunately, we cannot 
play with five centre 
forwards. When you see 
the centre forwards we 
h a v e  a l r e a d y ,  t h e 
competition is so big that 
it's not easy for anybody 
to come to our team.

“We have Onuachu, 
we have Osimhen, we 
have Kelechi who scored 
and going to the final of  
the FA Cup, we have also 
perhaps the comeback of  
I g h a l o,  i t  c o u l d  b e 

have to invite him again to 
know how he is. 

“The last matches 
were the last opportunity 
also for me to see some 
new players because now 
we go to the World Cup 
and now will be too late to 
make experimentation. 

“ I  know a l r eady 
Simy very well; he is a 
very good player.” 

Ighalo may return for World Cup qualifiers –Rohr

NPFL: Be consistent,
Eguma, Ilechukwu
tell LMC Joshua, Fury 'll make

staggering £54m each 

Chukwueze scores
as Griezmann's
brace takes Barca
level with Real

Group says sports, veritable tool for development 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Ighalo, Rohr

Chukwueze in action against Barcelona, yesterday.Chukwueze in action against Barcelona, yesterday.Chukwueze in action against Barcelona, yesterday.
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town keeping ears on the ground 
to feel the pulse and hear the 
opinions of  some Imo people. It 
was one of  mixed feelings, for 
and against.

While many celebrated it a 
few condemned it while yet 
o t h e r s  w e r e  n o n p l u s e d 
dismissing it as the problem of  
wicked  po l i t i c ians?  Who 
donnit?  Beyond speculations no 
credible answer yet. But how did 
the governor offend anyone to 
attract this.

An old woman, a retired 
teacher of  many years called 
Janny Nwokocha whom I 
t h o u g h t  w o u l d  e x p r e s s 
sympathy as a mother and 
woman with milk of  kindness 
fired back at me when she asked, 
“are you not in this state? This is 
one of  the things you see when 
you steal what belongs to the 
people and is shamelessly bold 
to dare them. You can never 
enjoy the loot in peace because 
there will always be this rude 
and constant reminder that you 
have offended the land for your 
own self ish interest ' ' ,  she 
asserted.

t was like a case of  Iknock ing  the  head 
when the buttocks had 

released an offending fart 
when the country home of  
I m o  g o v e r n o r,  H o p e 
Uzodimma went up in 
flames and the capital city 
of  Owerri was receiving the 
impact. Shortly after the 
news, the military in Owerri 
e spec ia l ly  a round  the 
government house area rose 
to continue the usual road 
blocks and beef  up securities 
in  the area.  Vehicular 
movement was disrupted 
and subsequent inquiries 
revealed it was all because 
of  the violent attack against 
the governor.

Uzodimma may not be 
my fan but I am a strong 
apostle of  peaceful co-
existence and condemn the 
e n t i r e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e 
destruction of  somebody's 
sweat and wealth acquired 
over time. But what could 
have been the grouse against 
Imo's number one citizen 
and who did he offend? 
Yours sincerely went to 

Connect this to the weekend 
report during which the leaders 
of  the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB), Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu was quoted in a broadcast 
that there will be no election in 
Anambra State except the Imo 
gover nor  i s  removed.  He 
anchored his argument on the 
fact that there is no reason 
electing people who will only 
come to oppress their people 
because according to him they 
will repeat what they did in Imo. 
That is an obvious reference to 
the manner that Hope came into 
power which dubbed him the 
Supreme Court governor.

Attacking the governor of  
Imo is a serious aberration. It is 
an affront against the people of  
the state who the governor 
represents. What could have 
occasioned this for a governor 
who claims that he is serving his 
people well? 

A journalist who sought 
anonymity in a discussion made 
joke job of  the matter. In his 
v i e w,  h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e 
U z o d i m m a  a t t a c k  t o  h i s 
handling of  the Orlu mayhem. 

He recalled that during the 
incident the governor had opted 
for a military action as he made 
boast of  the efforts, ended up 
c a l l i n g  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s 
hoodlums.

“Now it is the hoodlums that 
have come to prove their worth 
to him. Why should anyone 
raise eye brows over the attack? 
Our governor is a northern 
stooge. At a time he would have 
used moral-suasion to talk the 
'hoodlums' out of  their actions 
j u s t  l i k e  t h e i r  n o r t h e r n 
counterparts were negotiating 
with their recalcitrant boys, he 
chose to play tough just to please 
his masters. Did you visit Orlu to 
quantify the colossal loses in 
human lives and properties?''

The governors 200m naira 
limousine appears the greatest 
loss for the governor as it was 
heavily burnt. The idea of  
owning a luxury car amounting 
to that value can be provoking in 
a society where workers wages 
are owed by the governor and 
governance described as very 
poor.

The governor also may have 
lost the sympathy of  many 
p e o p l e  f o l l o w i n g  h i s 
intervention which influence the 
election of  the leadership of  

O
h a
naeze Ndigb
o. The impasse from that 
election led to the split of  the 
socio-cultural group. It drove a 
wedge in the unity of  the 
organization because of  the 
selfish interest of  the governor.

That action alone may 
have deepened the hatred the 
people have for the governor 
when it is recalled the manner 
he grabbed the governorship 
seat .  The at tack on the 
gover nor  no  doubt  i s  a 
reflection of  the depth of  the 
a n g s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  I m o 
governor. 

Violence has gradually 
crept into the state with serial 
attacks all over the place. The 
killing of  the Commander of  
IPOB in South East alongside 
6 others it is feared may further 
a g g r ava t e  t h e  s e c u r i t y 
situation in the state. That is if  
the IPOB boys who are 
opposed to the government 
decide to launch a reprisal 
attack. 

The governor may also 
have lost the sympathy of  the 
people given that many Imo 
worke r s  have  r ema ined 
unpaid while he literally rules 
the state from Abuja. It is time 
the stakeholders in Imo and 
the South East  take the 
security situation very serious. 
Enough of  this bloodshed.

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Who did Uzodimma offend?

Scenes from Uzodimma’s burnt house and propertyScenes from Uzodimma’s burnt house and propertyScenes from Uzodimma’s burnt house and property UzodimmaUzodimmaUzodimma

Wike orders security agencies
to fish out killers of officers

Abia govt clears suspected
criminals’s hideout in
Umunneochi
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