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Enugu 2023: APC zones governorship
to Enugu-East 
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he All Progressives 
Congress (APC)  Enu-
gu State Chapter, has 

zoned its 2023 governorship 
ticket to Enugu-East Senato-
rial Zone.

Making this known in an 
event to mark the end of  
the membership registration 
and revalidation exercise at 
the state party Secretariat, 
the party chairman, Dr. Ben 
Nwoye, noted that the party 
was positioned to occupy the 
Lion Building of  the Enugu 
State Government House in 
2023.

Nwoye noted that the APC 
is not as confused as the rul-
ing Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) in the state, which 
according to him, was still 
struggling with the issue of  
zoning.

He said, “In 2015, the gov-
ernorship ticket was zoned 
to Enugu North and Chief  
Barrister Okey Ezea ran and 
later in 2019, Senator Ayogu 
Eze flew the party’s flag.

 “In line with the spirit of  
fair play and equality, APC 
has zoned its governorship 
ticket to Enugu East and the 
8 years for Enugu East will 
manifest come 2023.”

He thanked the chairman 
of  Enugu state membership 
registration and revalidation 
committee, Senator Jona-
than Zwingina, saying that 
his efforts has united mem-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

F
rontline governor-
ship aspirant un-
der the platform of  

the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), Lady Chidi 
Onyemelukwe has called 
on women, mothers es-
pecially, to work and 
pray for the peace of  the 
land.

Lady Onyemelukwu 
said this in a statement 
issued in Awka on Sun-
day, to commemorate the 
annual Mothers’ Day cel -
ebration of  the Roman 
Catholic faithful.

In her message, 
Onyemelukwe, who was 
the deputy governorship 
candidate of  the PDP in 

Mothers’ Sunday: Onyemelukwe beckons
women to pray for peace

the Anambra 2017 gover-
norship election, said the 
distressing wave of  inse-
curity in Anambra and 
other parts of  the south-
east calls for the timely 
intervention of  mothers.

She also called on those 
in authority to roundly 
address issues that fuel 
violent agitations.

 “With an alarmingly 
youth unemployment 
rate, a distressed econo-
my and a galloping infla-
tion rate, this is certainly 
not the best of  times for 
our women, especially 
mothers who have to take 
on the extra responsibili-
ty of  fending for their un-
employed young adults.”

According to her, if  
elected, shall “offer op-

portunities for our people 
to get affordable health-
care, good education, 
gainful employment and 
dividends of  democracy. 
We shall implement po-
litical and gender-based 

equity in elective and ap-
pointive positions based 
on a 60:40 ratio”.

“We shall seek to rein-
state cordial relationship 
with our international 
development partners. 

bers of  the party in the state.
 “You met us as a united 

party and leaving us more 
united than we’ve been. We 
have quadrupled the number 
of  our members all to your 
leadership. You have pre-
pared the party in the state 
for election. We don’t have 
any rancour, we’re united in 
spirit and in pursuit for lead-
ership of  Enugu state.”

NBA gives govt 7-day ultimatum,
threatens nationwide protest
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he Nigeria Bar As-
sociation (NBA) 
in Anambra State 

has issued a seven day 
ultimatum to all the gov-
ernors of  the federation, 
particularly Governor 
Willie Obiano, to com-
mence the implementa-
tion of  the financial au-
tonomy of  the judiciary 
or risk mass protest.

Speaking under the 
aegis of  Committee of  
Chairmen of  Branches 
of  Nigeria Bar Associ-
ation (NBA) in Awka, 
tthe group said if  the 
governors failed to make 
trustworthy commitment 
towards the immediate 
implementation, they 
would have no other 
choice than to join forces 

with the Judiciary Work-
ers and mobilize the pub-
lic in a protest to compel 
government to fully com-
ply.

Their spokesperson 
and Chairman Nigeria 
Bar Association, Nnewi, 
Mr. Kingsley Awuka, 
expressed regret that the 
ongoing strike by the Ju-
diciary Staff  Union of  
Nigeria (JUSUN) had 
crippled the dispensation 
of  justice in all the courts 
across the country.

He called on the gov-
ernors to respect the Ex-
ecutive order number 10 
signed by president Mu-
hammadu Buhari in the 
interest of  the nation’s 
democracy.

 “The Committee is 
aware that the Governors 
of  the 36 States of  Nige-
ria have deliberately sub-

jected the judicial arm of  
Government to their sub-
servient appendage.

 “This grossly unconsti-
tutional situation has in 
turn eroded the autono-

my and independence of  
the judiciary and led to 
justice infrastructural and 
human resource deficit in 
the judicial arm of  Gov-
ernment.

Glory to Glory Church 
births in Ubowala
By Uzoma Ogoke

A 
new pentecostal 
Church, Glory to 
Glory, founded by 

Pastor Tony Onyewuchi 
was on Sunday, dedicat-
ed at Ubowala village in 
Emekuku community. The 
occasion was also used to 
ordain an evangelist and 
elders for the church.

Ministering during the 
dedication, Bishop Udeh 
Reginald who is an indi-
gene of  the village and 

Permanent Secretary, Min-
istry of  Budget, Economic 
Planning and Statistics, 
expressed joy at the birth 
of  the church in the vil-
lage which brings to about 
seven, the number of  pen-
tecostal churches in the vil -
lage. He said when he start -
ed his ministry work in the 
village about 23 years ago, 
there was no pentecostal 
church in the area.

Bishop Udeh charged the 
pastor and members of  the 
church to remain steadfast 
and know that they are 
serving a holy God who 
do not behold iniquity and 
that what will make them 
strong, with ability to con-
tinue to make impact is by 
living a holy life, without 
compromising with sin.

Speaking while ordain-
ing the evangelist and el-
ders,  Rev. Okoro Okwudi-
ri (JP) charged them to live 
up to the responsibility and 
tenets of  their new posi-
tions, making it clear that 
they have been elevated in 
the vineyard of  God and 
must leave above board.

Rev. Okoro urged the 
congregation to always 
pray for them and assist 
them in any way neces-
sary in the course of  their 
duties. He prayed God to 
destroy anything that will 
rise to pull them down in 
the course of  their service.

Speaking, the Gener-
al Overseer, Pastor Tony 
Onyewuchi who had ear-
lier encouraged the newly 
ordained evangelist and el-
ders to focus only on God 
at all times and never put 
their trust in any man, not 
even him as their Pastor, 
expressed gratitude to God 
for making the church con-
secration a huge success.

From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

T
he Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists 
(NUJ) has sent 

a passionate appeal to 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to urgently inter-
vene and save the Media 
Industry from collapse.

Rising from its two-
day National Executive 
Council (NEC) meeting 
in Asaba weekend, the 
NUJ reiterated its appeal 
to the federal government 
for a bail out fund for the 
Nigerian media 

Addressing the state 
of  the nation, the union 
flayed the continuous 
non payment of  salaries 
of  Journalists by some 
media entrepreneurs and 
employers.

“NEC believes that this 
negative trend continues 
to impact negatively on 
the practice of  journal-
ism. 

“Media owners who 
owe journalists should 
discharge their obliga-
tions in this respect, re-
sponsibly and as when 
due. 

“A situation where 
some journalists are 
made to work for months 
without any salary is an 
aberration and should be 
condemned.

“In May last year, the 
NUJ wrote a letter to 

President Muhammadu 
Buhari appealing for a 
bail out fund for the me-
dia, primarily because of  
the Covid 19 pandemic 
which has affected the 
global economy.

Most of  these opportu-
nities will be targeted at 
Anambra women and 
youths.”

Onyemelukwe, now 
running to replace the in-
cumbent governor whose 

tenure will elapse in 
2022, served as a Special 
Assistant to the President 
of  the Federal Republic 
of  Nigeria on Small and 
Medium Scale Enterpris-
es (SMEs).

Senator Zwingina earlier 
in his address said the party 
registered one hundred and 
eighty thousand, two hun-
dred and ninety one mem-
bers during the registration 
exercise, with three local 
government areas of  Awgu, 
Nsukka and Igbo-Eze North 
taking the first, second and 
third position, respectively in 
the exercise.

Umuahia residents groan, as ‘pure water’ 
producers continue strike
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

R
esidents of  Umua-
hia have been going 
through painful con-

ditions following the ongoing 
strike by association of  sachet 
water producers, since Thurs-
day.

The strike action, accord-
ing to a  member of  the as-
sociation, Hon. Henry Elek-
wa Uzondu, was being used 
by the producers to protest 
against the bad  conditions 
they found themselves, occa-

NUJ urges Buhari to 
bailout Nigerian media
from collapse

sioned by the bad economy 
of  the country.

Uzondu listed the high cost 
of  production materials, poor 
power supply from Enugu 
Electricity Distribution Com-
pany, high cost of  petroleum 
products to run their  ma-
chines as some of  their rea-
sons for the strike. 

He further revealed that 
water producers would con-
tinue the strike  until delib-
erations were concluded on 
their challenges as according 
to him, the water sub-sector 
is a major employer of  la-

bour, employing over 5,000 
persons directly or indirectly  
in various water factories in 
Umuahia.

The water dealer however 
hinted that there may be a ‘lit-
tle increase’ in price of  a bag 
when the strike ends, to ena-
ble them remain in business.

The strike caused drinking 
water crises around the capi-
tal as most shops were with-
out the commodity, even as 
those who had old stock sold 
a sachet at 20 naira against 
the old rate of  N10 while a 
bag went for N250 against 
the old rate of  N150.
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By Uzoma Ogoke

I
mo State Govern-
ment has disclosed its 
readiness to partner 

Imolites in the diaspora 
towards realization of  a 
digitized and solar pow-
ered diaspora village in 
the state. 

The deputy governor, 
Prof. Placid Njoku stat-
ed this when he received 
a delegation of  Camp 
Hope Organization in 
North America, led by 
Prof. Akaolisa Ufodike.

Njoku who commend-
ed the passion of  Imo 
people in diaspora to de-

Imo govt to partner Diasporans to
actualize digitized village

velop the state, said the 
proposed diaspora vil-
lage, with solar compo-
nents, when established, 
would provide steady 
and sustenable energy in 
the state.

He used the opportu-
nity to remind Imolites 
of  their responsibility to 
partner government to 
develop the state.

The deputy governor 
identified confidence in 
government as one of  the 
driving forces that facili-
tated their coming home 
to invest and assured 
that government would 
provide the enabling en-

vironment for them to 
achieve their set objec-
tives for the state.

He commended the 
delegation on the differ-
ent plans to impact pos-
itively on the live of  Imo 
people, especially the 
youth, maintaining that 
such people who mean 
well for the state are wel-
comed by the govern-
ment.

Speaking, the leader 
of  the delegation, Prof. 
Akaolisa Ufodike dis-
closed their plans to 
build a Diaspora Village 
of  international standard 
with adequate security 

and steady power sup-
ply as well as to facilitate 
the pursuance of  post 
secondary education in 
Canada by students from 
Imo State.

Adding his voice, the 
leader, Camp Hope Or-
ganization in Canada, 
Mr. Humphrey Achor 
said they were committed 
to eliminating poverty 

in the state, adding that 
those in the diaspora are 
willing to work with the 
government to actualize 
an economic viable state.

Obiano to rebuild school 
destroyed by rainstorm in
Anambra community
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

G
overnor Willie Obi-
ano of  Anambra 
state, has promised to 

rebuild Father Joseph Memo-
rial High School, destroyed 
by rainstorm at Aguleri Com-
munity, in Anambra East lo-
cal government area of  the 
state.

The President of  Old Boys 
Association of  Father Jo-
seph Memorial High School, 
Aguleri, Doctor Emman 
Ude-Akpeh, who disclosed 
this while speaking to news-
men in Awka, on Saturday, 
expressed shock over the level 
of  destruction done to struc-
tures in the school by a rain-
storm that struck the area, 
early last week.

Ude-Akpeh however com-
mended the governor for his 
prompt response by visiting 

the school to ascertain the 
level of  damage done to the 
school which also serves as 
holding camps during flood 
incidents. 

He expressed the hope that 
the state government and 
other stakeholders including 
National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) 
and the Federal government 
would cooperate to bring 

Effium crisis: Ebonyi govt sets
up committee to investigate 
missing suspects
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

E
bonyi state govern-
ment has set up a 
committee to in-

vestigate the escape and 
unauthorized release of  
some suspected warlords 
in the Ezza Effium and 
Effium crisis, numbered 
about 55 by the police in 
the state.

The secretary to the 
state government, Dr. 
Kenneth Ugballa who 
disclosed this in Abaka-
liki while briefing news-
men on the outcome of  
the state security council 
meeting said government 
frowned at the unauthor-
ized release of  the sus-
pects by the police.

Recall that 55 out of  66 
Effium war lords arrest-
ed in Okpoduma village 
of  the war-torn Effium 
Community during a raid 
in the area by the security 
agencies led by the GOC, 
82 Division, Enugu Maj. 
Gen. Taoreen Lagbaja 
which were reportedly 
handed over to the com-
missioner of  police in the 
state where nowhere to 
be seen.

Ugballa said the com-

mittee which has com-
missioner for internal 
security as chairman is 
to investigate and report 
to the government con-
cerning the missing sus-
pects, towards restoring 
confidence in the system 
as well as returning nor-
malcy in the area. 

“The council frowns at 
the unauthorized release 
of  some people that were 
arrested last two weeks, 
in connection to Effium 
crisis, and directed that 
a committee to be head-
ed by internal security 
should investigate such 
unauthorized release.

“because we heard that 
there were some peo-
ple that were arrested 
and subsequently some 
of  them were released, 
council was disturbed 
about the release, and 
set up a committee to be 
headed by commissioner 
for internal security, to in-
vestigate and report back 
to council, in our next se-

Imo Deputy Governor, Prof. Placid Njoku (3rd left), his Principal Secretary, Mr John Njoku, in a group 

curity meeting.
photograph with members of CampHope, North America who paid him a courtesy visit in his of�ce.

Anglican reverend joins APC to contest
governorship election in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
Reverend of  the An-
glican Communion 
and former Manag-

ing Director of  Nigeria Na-
tional Petroleum corporation 
(NNPC), Reverend Godwin 
Okonkwo over the weekend 
visited the Anambra State 
All Progressive Congress 
(APC) Secretariat to declare 
his support for the APC and 

his ambition to become the 
next gubernatorial candidate 
of  APC and next governor 
of  Anambra State come No-
vember 6, 2021 guber elec-
tion.

Okonkwo described his 
intention to contest the next 
governorship election on 
the platform of  APC as one 
inspired by the fact that his 
understanding of  the State’s 
political system and devel-
opmental challenges, cou-
pled with his 35 years expe-
rience as a retired Director 
of  Accounts and Director 
of  NNPC Capital and other 
recorded performance across 
the 181 communities in the 
state, put him in a better po-
sition to manage the affairs 
of  the State and deliver the 
much needed dividends of  
democracy to the people of  
Anambra.  He opined that he 
has the needed administrative 
experience, the capacity and 
contacts to take Anambra 

normalcy to the lives of  over 
two thousand students whose 
accommodation blocks were  
affected by the rainstorm. 

The President  noted that 
for the governor to visit the 
school with the commission-
ers for Works and that of  
Housing, is a clear indication 
that he (Obiano), is always 
ready to listen to the yearn-
ings of  the citizens.

State to where it ought to be.
He appealed to APC par-

ty men and women to, in 
choosing the party candidate 
for the governorship election, 
they should consider the per-
sonality, antecedents and ca-
pacity of  the individual, reit-
erating his resolve to  bring 
developments to the people 
of  the State.

Speaking further, Okonk-
wo, stated that should he 
become the next Governor, 
he will rule the State with 
the fear of  God and he will 
be firm and just in discharge 
of  his duties as a Governor 
because he has the adminis-
trative capacity and political 
will to bring the much need-
ed change in the Anambra 
State.

The guber aspirant, said 
that his administration will 
reduce the cost of  govern-
ance to its bearest minimum 
and make community devel-
opment a priority.

Motorcycle market, Nnewi decry low
patronage, insecurity
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Nnewi motor-
cycle parts Marke t 
turns out to be slow 

in business activities due 
to low patronage. 

News Echo Correspond -
ent, spoke to one of  the 
bike business men who 

deals on parts allow, Iwu-
chukwu Onwudiwe, he 
said that business is not 
as usual do to lack of  pa-
tronage in the market, 
that business is no longer 
booming like before

According to Mr. On-
wudiwe, he said, Nnewi 
international motorcycle 
parts Market use to be the 

highest in selling and in 
business because almost 
all the west african patron-
ize them in their business. 

Onwudiwe added that, 
the government need to 
assist them in many ways, 
especially assuring them 
of  security,  fixing the road 
and stoppage of  killing in 
all states. 



he much trumpeted and Tlong prepared for Edo 
2020-the National Sports 

Festival has come and gone 
leaving in its trail fond and sad 
memories for some of  the 
participants. Sports in Nigeria 
have been a strong unifying factor 
and the just concluded event was 
no less different.

For fourteen days athletes from 
all over the country converged in 
the ancient city of Benin to lock 
horns in the supremacy fight for 
medals and honour. There is no 
gain repeating that it left strong 
memories in addition to the 
numerous benefits that are 
associated with it.

 The old Bendel State (Delta 
and Edo) as usual showed class in 
their dominance of sports in the 
country drawing from the history 
of the sports festival. Both states 
came took the first and second 
positions. 

The hosting of NSF has been 
irregular for sometimes and this is 
traced to lack of funding by hosts 
who find it very difficult to 
shoulder the huge capital outlay. 
In the same manner that sports is 
not given the right financial 
leverage is the same manner that 
the standard of sports have fallen 
in the country. The government it 
appears is also tired and only 
paying lip service.

Events like sports festivals 
provide opportunity to produce 
great talents. In the past great 
names that put Nigeria on the 
global reckoning such Falilat 
Ogunkoya, Innocent Egbunike, 
Charity Asonze, Chioma Ajunwa 
etc were all products of sports 
festival. Today, it is difficult to 
mention great athletes in the 
caliber of these patriots who are 
making waves in African, 
Commonwealth and global 
challenges.   

Edo 2020 provided great upsets 
as the once leaders in the 
competition have fallen by the way 
side. In related manner, the 

abandonment of sports by the 
government seems to have become 
more pronounced with the arrival 
of  politicians in the saddle. 
Reports indicate that sports do not 
really hold any attraction for most 
of the politicians because they 
have no direct rewards to draw 
from it.

It is not surprising therefore 
that states in the South East have 
lost their pride of place in national 
sports competition. The exploits 
of the South East or the former 
Eastern region leaves a thrilling 
tale when recounted. Today it is 
abundantly clear that the region 
have lost interest in drawing from 
its showing in the concluded 
fiesta.

It is sad to comment that the 
combined gold hauls and other 
medals from the region cannot 
equate that of the Delta State that 
clinched the first position. This is 
lamentable. How are the mighty 
fallen one would ask.

To demonstrate the negligence 
of South East states in sports, it is 
painful to say that a state like 
Anambra that produced the likes 
of Innocent Egbunike has no 
stadium. Where then would the 
athletes train? It was a tale of woes 
for the Imo government that 
dropped some athletes at the verge 
o f  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  
competition because it no funds 
sponsoring them. These are 
potential medal winning games.

It is also pertinent to query the 
budgets of each state for sports as 
well as its deliberate policy to 
grow sports in their respective 
states. News Echo wishes to 
remind the governors that there 
are huge opportunities in sports. 

It will not only boost the states' 
image, it will help keep the youths 
off the street, boost revenue 
through the athletes that may be 
attracted outside the shores of 
Nigeria. Sports should be given all 
the attention it requires. South 
East governors wake up!
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t's no more news that Igbo Ipeople value themselves so 
much that they can stop at 

nothing and spend anything: 
time, energy, every other 
resource and indeed any 
amount of  money to bring 
home the corpse of  their 
relations including vagabonds 
that died outside their homes 
and accord them befitting 
burial at all cost. 

B u t  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  a 
dangerous trend that burial in 
Ala Igbo (Igbo land) is turning 
into a competitive carnival – a 
jamboree, a waste – and 
knowingly or unknowingly, 
more people are embracing it, 
celebrating the dead more than 
the living!

Without mincing words, it 
seems that in Igbo land today 
the dead are appreciated more 
than the living. The resources - 
time, money and energy - spent 
for burial, if  channeled into 
meaningful and productive 
ventures, can transform a 
whole community for better 
and create jobs for the living 
but nay, such scarce resources 
are wasted to celebrate the 
dead, some of  them died of  
n e g l e c t  -  h u n g e r  a n d 
preventable/curable illnesses.

The moment someone dies, 
b u r i a l  m e e t i n g s  w i l l 
commence. Such meetings 
may be held daily, every other 
day,  weekly or  monthly, 
physically, virtually or both 
d e p e n d i n g  o n  w h o  a r e 
involved, where they are and 
what they want to achieve. 
And with such meetings, the 
news can get to all concerned 
wherever they might reside.

Most times, once a person 
dies, he will be deposited in a 
mortuary before the news 
would be made public when 
the chief  mourner and the 
bereaved feel convenient due 
to associated rites, cultural 
rituals, religious implications 
and other burial expenses. Yes, 
m a k i n g  a  b u r i a l 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  i s  l i k e 
preparing for a long frenzy 
jamboree where the bereaved 
majorly bear the cost – and 
oftentimes everyone affected 
would be tasked to contribute 
towards the ceremony.

As the meeting progresses, 
people would be coming for 
condolence and should be 
entertained with kola nuts, 
drinks and sometimes food – 

and there is no fixed time for 
commencement or closure of  
such visits so the doors must be 
open all times.

To secure a date for burial, 
clearances must be obtained 
from the clan, community, 
town union and religious 
organization and each of  such 
clearances cost money.

Brochure would be made 
with pictures, stories, family 
testimonials, encomiums and 
c o n d o l e n c e  m e s s a g e s 
sometimes solicited from 
government officials. The cost 
of  such brochures can run to 
tens or hundreds of  thousands 
or even millions of  naira 
depending on the volume, 
quality and quantity and who 
is involved. 

Some brochures are also 
colorfully produced with the 
best art and printing works to 
show class and distinction. 
Such singular expense alone 
can solve some financial 
problems elsewhere. Uniforms 
could be made and sold for 
family members, friends and 
well wishers, the cost of  which 
would depend on the type of  
materials and the audience.

Many committees would be 
formed including fundraising 
committees and committee of  
friends by different family 
members. In some cases, some 
would embark on renovating 
or building their houses for 
burial while the corpse is left in 
a morgue and will be there 
u n t i l  s u c h  a  p r o j e c t  i s 
completed.

As the date draws near, 
flyers, posters, banners and 
even billboards of  different 
sizes would be made for 

dif ferent  purposes.  Rain 
makers would be contacted 
and paid to stop rain from 
falling. And the sight of  some 
of  them breeds fear and 
suspicion!

Depending on who is 
involved, burial can last for 
days or weeks. A day before the 
burial Umunna and Umuada 
would gather for their rites. 
The i r  l i s t s  p resented  in 
advance must be met to their 
satisfaction. The Umuada in 
particular would mention the 
type of  tea, milk and bread size 
they want every morning. The 
size of  yams, fish, goat parts 
and every other thing they 
demanded must be provided 
otherwise they will run.

The undertakers would 
standby to do what they know 
best, and depending on the 
cost a lot could be done. 
Different caskets have different 
prices and the same goes with 

a m b u l a n c e s .  T h e 
showmanship associated with 
burials leaves much to desire. 
The undertakers can toss 
caskets up and down, dancing 
sometimes with different 
costumes and even animals 
and while doing so different 
gunshots would be released at 
different intervals sometimes 
leading to accidental discharge 
– and many have been killed in 
the process!

Different cooks and caterers 
would be hired for different 
food and delicacies. Some can 
go as far as preparing buffets in 
dif ferent air-condit ioned 
canopies with assorted drinks 
and different souvenirs. In 
some cases, each child of  the 
deceased would do this solely 
especially where the family is 
not united.

The entertainment angle 
can take different dimensions. 
Dif ferent  musicians and 

masters of  ceremony would be 
hired to perform yet some 
others would come uninvited 
to showcase their trade and 
m a k e  s o m e  m o n e y . 
Masquerades could also come.

N o w a d a y s ,  b u r i a l  i s 
becoming too expensive and 
extravagant among the Igbo. 
The amount of  money spent 
for it is huge, that were the 
deceased to be alive and be 
feeding on a balanced 3-course 
meal three times a day, he 
could not exhaust one percent 
of  it in twenty years.

The mad waste for burial is 
becoming too competitive that 
to meet up, some people will 
go about borrowing after even 
selling their land and other 
assets.

However, the funny thing 
about the burial carnival is that 
the person who is being given a 
befitting burial might have 
suffered and starved to death 
or died of  preventable and 
curable disease that was not 
g iven  adequate  medica l 
attention for lack of  funds. 
However one looks at it, it is 
sheer wickedness to celebrate a 
life one failed to save or how 
bes t  can one  def ine  the 
situation where someone who 
is in a position to help but 
refused to help the dead when 
he was living could suddenly 
contribute generously just to 
bury him!

I t  makes  no  sense  to 
celebrate the dead with pomp 
and pageantry when actually 
they wallowed in penury and 
squalor when alive. It is a waste 
to be in big debt because of  
burial. This ugly trend must 
stop and now.

How expensive burial carnivals
are created in Igbo land
By Livy-Elcon Emereonye

However, the funny thing about the burial carnival 
is that the person who is being given a befitting 

burial might have suffered and starved to death or 
died of  preventable and curable disease that was 
not given adequate medical attention for lack of  

funds. However one looks at it, it is sheer 
wickedness to celebrate a life one failed to save or 

how best can one define the situation where someone 
who is in a position to help but refused to help the 
dead when he was living could suddenly contribute 
generously just to bury him! It makes no sense to 

celebrate the dead with pomp and pageantry when 
actually they wallowed in penury and squalor when 

alive. It is a waste to be in big debt because of  
burial. This ugly trend must stop and now.

“

“
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Page 6

Echo Woman
Monday, April 19, 2021

rofessor Chinyere Stella POkunna is the first 
female professor in 

Mass  communicat ion  in 
N i g e r i a ,  a  f o r m e r 
Commissioner for Budget and 
Economic Planning, Anambra 
State, during the Governor 
Peter Obi's administration and 
currently, a lecturer in the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M a s s 
Communication at Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University. Besides 
serving in the university as an 
e d u c a t i o n i s t ,  P r o f e s s o r 
Okunna has also served as an 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  t h e 
public/political arena.

In this discussion with 
UCHENNA EZEADIGWE, 
the consultant to the United 
Nations expresses her passion 
for her job, her love for every 
woman who survives the 
Nigerian culture and her 
challenge as a role model to 
other women. She called on 
parents to be visiting their 
undergraduate children.  

Excerpts:
Background:
Being as old as I am and as 

long as my tenure has been, I 
can say l have had a long and 
very promising career and life. 
I think I have been privileged to 
have a blessed family because 
my father, Mr Joshua Obinali 
Adimora from Uga town, was 
a very distinguished civil 
servant. He served in the local 
government administration 
and rose to the pinnacle of  his 
career, becoming the first black 
District Officer (D.O.) in 
Aguata area, back in the fifties, 
during the colonial rule. He 
was ver y intel l igent  and 
became the white  man's 
interpreter which was quite 
acclaimed. I also remember 
o u r  l i f e  a s  a  f a m i l y  i n 
Ekwulobia where I was born, 
at the Aguata County Council 
where my father was the head 
of  the council (what is now 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  L o c a l 
Government Chairman). As 
h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  w e  w e r e 
privileged. I remember back 
then in the late fifties when my 
father was the only one who 
had a transistor radio where 
everyone within would come 
to listen to programmes and 
news.

I am from Uga town in 
Aguata Local Government by 
birth and married to Dr. Eric 
Okunna Eze, from Ukpo town 
i n  D u n u k o f i a  L o c a l 
Government. He is a medical 
practit ioner who owns a 

private hospital in Enugu State 
called Ricstella Hospital and 
Maternity.

Education:
I began my primary school 

at St John's Primary School, 
Ekwulobia (an Angl ican 
Mission School), and at the 
end of  1959 my dad was 
transferred to Port-Harcourt 
municipal council where he 
became the Deputy Town 
Clerk (second to the highest 
authority, Town Clerk). I then 
went to finish my primary 
education at Township School, 
Por t -Harcour t .  After  my 
primary education I attended 
Anglican Girls' Grammar 
School, now known as Girls 
High School, Awkunanaw for 
my secondary education after 
which l proceeded to the 
University of  Nigeria, Nsukka 
for my first degree. I got 
mar r i ed  to  my  husband 
immediately after my Youth 
Service. Later, l was admitted 
to the University of  Leicester 
in England, Center for Mass 
Communication Research, for 
my master's degree.  I had 
wanted to continue there but I 
couldn't because I had to come 
back home to build the family. I 
obtained my Ph.D at the 
University of  Lagos, Mass 
Communication Department. 
Before then (about 1998), I 

think all Ph.D's were studied 
abroad. The likes of  Akinfela, 
Shobowale, Nneli, and others 
w h o  h a d  P h . D  i n  M a s s 
communication studied and 
obtained the degrees abroad, 
mainly from the US. My set 
was the first PhD in Mass 
communication from any 
Nigerian university. Since then 
I haven't looked back. It has 
been a very challenging but a 
rewarding career. I began 
teaching mass communication 
at the Institute of  Management 
Technology (IMT), Enugu. 
From there I was transferred to 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University in 
1994 and had remained there 
till date. As l always says, it has 
b e e n  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  b u t 
rewarding career.

I married quite early and 
God blessed me early, like my 
parents. I have six wonderful 
children, two sons and four 
daughters and they all have 
good education. I have a 
medical doctor, two engineers, 
a pharmacist, a computer 
scientist and a public health 
administrator (a PhD in Public 
Health).

As we prepare to bow out, 
so to say, I have established 
what I call Professor Okunna's 
Mentees '  Group.  I t  i s  a 
mentoring group of  young 
l e c t u r e r s  o f  a b o u t  1 0 
universities across the nation 

where we are doing a big book 
like a teaching text for media 
and communication and many 
of  these young people have 
w r i t t e n  c h a p t e r s  a s 
contributions.

Growing up?
Growing up was fun and 

disciplined because my parents 
were great disciplinarians 
especially my Mum. I am the 
second of  six children in the 
family (4 girls, 3 boys) and my 
elder sister, Professor Akachi 
Adimora Ezigbo is also a 
professor of  Literature and 
English and a writer too. My 
dad and I were particularly 
close. My mum was very 
stringent because she taught 
my dad was being a bit soft. My 
father believed that I was a 
reincarnation of  a very close 
relative (his aunty), so he had 
this soft spot for me and would 
always side with me in any 
quarrel, argument or scolding 
from my mum. My father 
believed in girl-child education 
which wasn't the case in those 
days, so he trained all of  us and 
for his faith in us as women, we 
rewarded him with very good 
results. At the risk of  not 
sounding modest, I don't 
remember ever emerging 
second in my class except once 
in my secondary school and 
the principal, now Mrs Joy 

Mmuo from Nimo, thoroughly 
scolded me in the presence of  
the entire school. Then during 
the WAEC, I had grade 1 
distinction and had the best 
result in my set. So all together 
I think life has been good to 
me.

Fears or challenges?
Honestly, I don't remember 

having any fear while growing 
up. I was confident because my 
dad was always behind me all 
the way. My mother also, even 
though she was not highly 
educated because she was in 
Primary Four (4) when my dad 
met her. But, I rarely call her a 
full-time house wife because 
she had a bread industry that 
produced the best bread which 
everybody then at Ekwulobia 
must eat. She also had an 
institute where virtually every 
young person who married a 
wife around Aguata axis 
would bring her for training 
either in sewing or baking or 
housekeeping management. 
After marrying her, my father 
sent  her  to  S t  Monica ' s 
Ogbunike where they train the 
wives of  priests and top 
gover nment  o f f i c ia l s  on 
housekeeping and house 
management. So, I won't call 
her a house-wife but she 
worked from home and she 
was a mentor to other women. 
So, I had no fear at all because I 
worked hard not to disappoint 
my  p a r e n t s .  I  wa s  ve r y 
intelligent; I don't have to 
pretend about it. So I was 
bringing home good results 
and I was well behaved both 
m o r a l l y ,  s p i r i t u a l l y , 
academically and otherwise.  I 
d idn ' t  have  any  f ea r  o f  
derailing or disappointing my 
parents' expectations.

Parental impact:
I would say both of  them, 

but my dad takes the highest 
percentage. My mother was a 
model in hard work; my dad 
was so committed to his job. 
He worked hard, leaving a 
good legacy while my mum 
managed the home front 
exceptionally well. She was 
always there, taking charge of  
things. But, because I was 
particularly close to my dad, 
everything I did as a child was 
to please my dad, and I think I 
did please him and that made 
me a very happy child.

My greatest fulfillment comes from
moulding students – Prof Okunna

Continues on Pg. 14
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any communities in MImo State have been 
in turmoil over the 

alleged imposition of  leaders 
such as traditional rulers 
( E z e s h i p ) ,  t o w n  u n i o n 
presidents,  youth leaders, 
woman leaders including apex 
leaders among others on the 
communities.

T h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  
Presidents-general it is alleged is 
because of  2023 elections. 
Unfortunately, of  great concern 
to the people is that government 
does not border about the 
welfare and wellbeing of  its 
citizens who mainly produce 
the food and wealth of  the state. 
Sadly too, the governments 
carry on pretending that life is 
rosy for all humans.

T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  7 0 0 
autonomous communities in 
Imo State with over 500 hamlets 
seeking for autonomy. This 
q u e s t  a r o s e  t o  q u i c k e n 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  P r i o r  t o 
colonialism, Igbo communities 
have been enjoying autonomy 
because they understood the 
meaning and importance of  
good living, independence (self- 
government and self- rule), 
reflecting in their nature and 
sense of  republicanism. 

T h i s  w a s  w h y  m o r e 
autonomous communities were 
created in 1979 by Governor 
Samuel Onunaka Mbakwe, the 
first democratically elected 
Governor of  Imo State, to 
c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  a l r e a dy 
exis t ing 200 autonomous 
communities at the time. This 
feat has been paying off  well in 
Igbo nation.

From the distant past, town 
unions which bind other groups 
in the community, had existed. 
Town unions are vital unions in 
Igbo. They are the elected 
government at the grassroots- 
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  s t a t e 
governments of  the South East, 
being a vital means for rural 
governance and maintenance of  
peace. But reverse is the case 
today as the town unions were 
expunged  by  Okorocha ' s 
administration resuscitated by 
Emeka Ihedioha's short-lived 
regime and being consolidated 
b y  U z o d i m m a  l e d 
administration.

Sadly again, the issue of  
imposition of  president general 
position has been bedeviling 
autonomous communities of  

Imo State as a result of  the 
actions of  the government and 
its agents especially the APC 
I n t e r i m  M a n a g e m e n t 
Committee chairmen and 
supervisory councilors in power 
as at present.

The imposition of  president 
g e n e r a l s  b y  g ove r n m e n t 
functionaries on the people it is 
complained about is with the 
m o t i ve  o f  b u i l d i n g  a n d 
maintaining political structures 
in 2023 and beyond. This has 
our reporter gathered has been 
generating controversies among 
APC members, IMC chairmen, 
supervisory councilors and the 
people. The consequence is a 
retardation of  socio- economic 
development.

Findings by News Echo 
show that ninety nine percent of  
those aspiring for the president 
general positions are APC 
members who are loyal to 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
a n d  I M C  c h a i r m e n  a n d 
s u p e r v i s o r y  c o u n c i l l o r s, 
showing that   substance, 
quality, integrity are not being 
considered in determining who 
becomes president general. 

An aspirant may not have 
the criteria for occupying such a 
position, but provided he 
belongs to APC, being loyal and 
submissive to authority, it is an 
express ticket to scale through, 
averred a respondent who chose 
to be anonymous. When such 
people are in the saddle of  
leadership, the people suffer 
more, for the scripture says 
when a good leader is on the 
throne, the people rejoice, but 
when a bad ruler is in power, the 
people suffer. The people are 
indeed suffering and thrown 
overboard at random. 

Some Imo people who feel 
aggrieved of  how those in 
political power hijack the 
president general seats have 
been bold in condemning the 
highhandedness in selecting or 
electing candidates to the office.

Thus, Comrade Chukwu 
Simeon, a community leader, 
quickly told News Echo that his 
community, Assa, Ohaji, nearly 
had a crisis when someone who 
was loyal to the IMC chairman 
o f  O h a j i / E g b e m a  l o c a l 
g ove r n m e n t  c o u n c i l  wa s 
imposed on the people, but was 
seriously rejected as they 

insisted that the election held to 
that effect must count.

According to Chukwu, "to 
them, what matters is that their 
own person becomes  the 
president general and others 
s h o u l d  g o  t o  h e l l .  T h i s 
highhandedness caused the 
b r e a c h  o f  p e a c e  i n  o u r 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o t h e r 
communities who did not 
control or manage the ugly 
situation well".

For Mazi Ekwere Julian, a 
retired primary school teacher, 
who was accosted, stated that 
the president general position's 
s q u a b b l e  h a d  h i t  O b i t t i 
au tonomous  communi ty, 
Ohaji, from 2020 to date, where 
the traditional ruler and IMC 
member for Obitti/Mgbuishi 
ward divided the community 
over  choice  o f  pres ident 
general, saying this struggle 
retards development of  their 
community  coupled  wi th 
conservative nature, lack of  
vision and leadership charisma 
of  their Eze, (who was imposed 
on them) and other leaders of  
our blessed community". 

Ekwere added that "Obitti 
community generates over 

twenty million naira annually, 
but has no public electricity, no 
secondary school, no nothing 
because many of  our leaders are 
selfish, greedy, conservative, 
thoughtless and ungodly".

Ekwere maintained that the 
people of  the area are not happy 
that their community has 
r e m a i n e d  h a t e f u l  a n d 
underdeveloped despite its 
economic richness. "We are 
v e r y  u n f o r t u n a t e  w i t h 
leadership. Obitti community is 
in dire need of  infrastructure. 
H e n c e  w e  b e c k o n  o n 
government to help us. 

“We have equal ly lost 
confidence in our leaders 
because they are not leading us 
well. Anyone who agitates for a 
positive change, the leaders tag 
him a cultist  or one who 
sponsors cultists. We are really 
tired. Since Obitti came into 
being, we have been living in 
darkness and dying in abject 
poverty. Our community is 
hostile due to bad leadership".

In March, 2021, indigenes 
o f  N n e m e r e  M p a m 
autonomous community of  
A h i a z u  M b a i s e  l o c a l 
government area, staged a 
peaceful protest at the council 
headquar ters,  Afor-  Or u, 
accusing the IMC chairman, 
Hon Larry Chikwe, of  imposing 
his own candidate on them for 
president general position.

A community leader, Chief  
Fabian Isiagu, who led the 
protest, told journalists that 
"Chikwe forged signature and 
letter head of  the councillor 
who re presents  Nnemere 
M p a m  w a r d ,  U c h e n n a 
Agumuo, as he made out the list 
of  his preferred candidates . I 
surrendered my ambition of  
becoming the community's 
president general last year when 
the IMC chairman insisted on 
Chima Ibe's candidacy".

Isiagu revealed that "Ibe was 
n o t  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
community's union in his base 
in Aba, Abia State, and does not 
belong to any age grade group 
w h i c h  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
requirements for the position of  
the PG of  Nnemere Mpam. 
Since Ibe ascended the PG seat 
of  the community, peace has 
eluded us", stressing that Ibe 
fought against them "and had 
divided the community among 
his supporters and those against 
his leadership just to please his 

Page 7Monday, April 19, 2021

Imposition of Presidents-general
breeding crisis in Imo communities
By Ikenna Orioha

Continues on Pg. 8

Uzodimma



Page 8Monday, April 19, 2021

masters in authority".
Isiagu further explained that 

"in line with the directive of  
Governor of  Imo State, Hope 
Uzodimma, for a fresh election 
i n  a l l  t h e  a u t o n o m o u s 
communities '  leaders and 
indigenes of  Nnemere Mpam 
autonomous community had 
decided to replace Chima Ibe". 

The community leader, who 
w a s  a  r e t i r e d  A s s i s t a n t 
Super intendent  of  Pol ice 
(ASP), reflected that "election 
was conducted and a new 
president general and his 
executive emerged. The IMC 
chairman is conspiring with the 
Eze-elect of  our community, 
Chief  Remigus Ihejieme, to 
f o r g e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s 
councillor's signature".

One of  the aspirants for the 
PG position, Hon Uchenna 
A g u m m u o ,  w h o  i s  t h e 
c o u n c i l l o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Nnemere Mpam ward in the 
council, denied appending his 
signature on Chima Ibe's list, 
saying credible election which 
saw Emereonye Okechukwu 
e m e r g e  v i c t o r i o u s  w a s 
conducted and supervised by 
the leaders of  the community. 

He wondered why the IMC 
chairman (Chikwe) would 
stoop so low as to forging his 
signature and attempting to 
impose Chima Ibe and his 
execut ive  on  the  people, 
describing the ill action as a 
breach of  peace, law and order 
at the community.

O r j i  a u t o n o m o u s 
community of  Owerri North is 
badly hit with leadership crisis. 
The president general of  the 
c o m m u n i t y ,  N z e  K e n 
Chukwuma, said that he was 
being troubled by some people 
who are opposed to his good 
leadership and humanitarian 
service.

Chukwuma, who spoke 
through Paul Onyii Adiele 
Onyeneke, Public Relations 
Officer of  Orji Youths Central 
Organization, noted that the 
PG has been doing well. "The 
PG of  Orji Development Union 
and the chairman of  Or ji 
Youths Central Organization 
had a sensitisation program 
involving men and women of  
Nkworji market which was 
tagged "Hygiene Importance in 
Covid -19  Era" ,  Nze  Ken 
Chukwuma educated  the 
people  on impor tance of  

hygiene especially in the market 
in order not to contact disease".

He stated that a toilet facility 
constructed by government 
which was locked by a group of  
c a b a l s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  w a s  
unlocked by Chukwuma so that 
people started using the facility 
again, saying some people still 
tackle him over the president 
general posit ion which is 
destabilizing residents.

Some persons from the 
community, who are opposed to 
the leadership of  the PG, said 
Orji is in deep shit if  the issue is 
not addressed squarely and 
timely. 

Azunna Ejiogu, an indigene 
of  Orji, commented that the 
sensitization program "is a good 
work of  a wrong thinking 
people. The government of  Imo 
State has changed the PGs of  all 
the autonomous communities 
in the state and nobody can 
change that".

With Martins Love Anozie, 
an Orji native, mentioning that 
it is "quite unfortunate that able 
bodied youths will do things 
that will lead to the division of  a 
peaceful community. Nze Leo 
Oguike has been given the 
mandate to steer and work 

assiduously for the development 
of  our community. Orji needs 
peace and government should 
allow us to decide who leads us 
in that capacity".

Judy Sandy, an indigene of  
Orji community advised some 
youths who support imposition 
to have sense. "Thank God that 
some youths are doing the right 
thing. How can government 
impose a PG on Orji people? 
This is bad and is retrogressive. 
Government should leave us 
alone", he submitted.

However, in an interview at 
his Owerri residence, Prince 
Charls Amadi (Chalvon), an 
APC chieftain, observed that 
the "constitution of  APC 
provides for interim president 
general position. There is 
nothing new in that. You cannot 
say  imposi t ion  when the 
s i t u a t i o n  i s  i n t e r i m . 
Government has the right to 
nominate anybody to manage 
the community affairs in the 
time being", adding that a good 
leader earns his position by 
doing well, being selfless and 
leading godly and humanely.

It is an aberration that local 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  r u r a l 
administrations were dead in 

Imo State during eight years of  
misrule of  Rescue Mission 
regime of  Rochas Okorocha 
who is now a Senator. It was 
him who created Community 
Government Council (CGC) 
and backed it by state law 
enacted by House of  Assembly 
which was eventually repealed. 
This replaced the Town Unions 
which triggered loggerheads 
among Town Union Presidents 
and traditional rulers, retarding 
rural development.

HRH,  Eze  Emmanue l 
Okeke, the traditional ruler of  
Amaifeke, Orlu, during an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  m e d i a 
professionals, frowned that the 
problems in Imo communities 
t o d a y  w e r e  s t a r t e d  a n d 
worsened by Rochas Okorocha.

Eze Okeke emphasized that 
"the law handed over affairs of  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  f e w 
individuals to protect their 
political interests and relegate 
monarchs to the background". 
He recalled that the regimes of  
former governors of  Imo State: 
Samuel Onunaka Mbakwe, 
Achike Udenwa and Ikedi 
O h a k i m  s a w  t h a t  I m o 
communities were living in 
harmony, regretting that things 

went down under Okorocha.
"Okorocha saw the CGC as 

third tier of  government which 
he created by himself  (to please 
himself) and not by the federal 
government. The Community 
Liaison Officers (CLO's) who 
he arrogated powers to man the 
affairs of  their communities 
even when traditional rulers 
were there was sheepishly being 
controlled by one man. Funnily, 
the CGC was abrogated by 
subsequent government", Eze 
Okeke said.

The people exasperated by 
the situation are appealing to 
Imo State government to allow 
the people to choose their 
l e a d e r s  s o  t h a t  r u r a l 
development will be advanced. 
E ve r y t h i n g  mu s t  n o t  b e 
politicized, another community 
leader who doesn't want his 
name in print stated. Selfishness 
and hatred appear the bane of  
Imo communities. Welfare of  
the people which should be 
paramount appears abandoned. 
People should be treated as 
human beings with respect not 
as people captured in war.

Feelers  from the rural 
communities indicate that the 
people have been bedeviled with 
challenges of  dearth of  quality 
healthcare, solid school blocks, 
affordable and qualitative 
education, potable water, light, 
good roads and neat market 
structure, among others.

Since the local government 
system is not working, the 
absence of  the social amenities 
has caused the migration of  
people from the hinterlands to 
the urban areas in search of  
wealth (greener pasture) which 
is predominantly available at 
the remote communities.

In line with democratic 
ethos people who aspire to lead 
their  communities r ightly 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
president general or whatever 
office should be given free hands 
to contest. The people should be 
allowed to elect who leads them 
through the process of  free, fair 
and peaceful election. 

Governments should stop 
interfering in community affairs 
since it has negative impact in 
e n t r e n c h i n g  d e m o c r a c y. 
Besides, internal wrangling 
generated as a consequence is 
quite  unhealthy for  r ural 
development.  I t  i s  l ike  a 
government shooting itself  on 
the leg.

...Imposition of Presidents-general
breeding crisis in Imo communities

Continued from Pg. 7

Diwe, President-General South East Towns Union
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Interview

rrof  Protus Uzorma Paka the Reformer is a 
P r o f e s s o r  o f  

Philosophy and Religion at the 
University of  Uyo. He has 
authored several Christian, 
Philosophical, Educational, 
Sociological and Theological 
books and many contributions 
in academic journals. He is a 
Journalist, social critic and a 
o n e - t i m e  D e p u t y 
Governorship candidate of  the 
United Progressive Party, 
(UPP). He hails from Okporo 
is Isu LGA. In this interview 
with our editor, AFAM ECHI 
alongside other journalists, 
U z o r m a  t a k e s  t h e  I g b o 
governors to the cleaners 
describing them as the cause of  
insecurity in the region. 

D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e 
creation of Ebubeagu by the 
South East governors is face 
saving as alleged by many 
and to counter the activities 
of  the Eastern Security 
Network alleged to be 
causing violence in the 
region? Why do you think 
they are coming now after 
all these while? 

In the first place let me 
correct a wrong impression, 
an impression that has 
engulfed the consciousness 
of  people in the wrong 
direction. Eastern Security 
Network is not causing any 
problem in our society. That 
is my opinion which must be 
respected. In fact, I was on 
the Plus Television program 
for 20 minutes on politics 
few days ago and also in a 
BBC program on this same 
issue I made my stand very 
known. Security is the duty 
and function of  the society. 
When I am talking of  the 
society I mean the people in 
the society. The South West 
established Amotekun, in 
the Nor th we have the 
Miyetti Allah. For a very 
l o n g  t i m e  w e  h a v e 
emphasized and been talking 
to our South East governors 
to be able to do something 
but they have been very 
docile in proper application 
of  one of  the tenets of  
democracy in our context-
which is security. I was in a 
meeting of  elders of  the 
South East attended by all 
the governors when the 
Chairman of  Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo elders ordered the 
governors, gave them 30 days 
to establish security network. 
I am sure in keeping to that 
after the attack on Owerri 
Prison and Police they now 
met to establish Ebubeagau 
which is belated, absolutely 
belated.  I t  negates  the 
seriousness that ought to 
have been implemented, 
observed, upheld, seen and 
propagated by a governor. 
Let me tell you something, 
Ebubeagu is a mirage, in the 
s ense  tha t  Sou th  Eas t 
governors have not been able 
to pay teachers. Some of  
them have not been able to 

live up to expectations. Tell 
me how they would be able 
to fund security. I pray it 
happens but I see it clashing 
with ESN. Let Ebubeagu not 
just be a concept existing 
only in the world of  form, an 
imaginary thing. But the 
truth of  the matter is that I 
don't see our S/E governors 
being serious because they 
are the problem of  insecurity 
in the region. I have always 
accused them. I stated it 
yesterday on Television that 
the South East governors are 
not just part of  the problem, 
they are the problem. 

Why do you say that they 

are the problem?    
  
This is because they have 

refused to do anything. Let 
me ask what it takes the S/E 
governors to adopt the ESN. 
If  they adopt it they can 
refine it if  they feel that there 
are elements that they are not 
comfortable with. They 
should adjust it to suit their 
taste. I see it this creation of  
Ebubeagu as a conflict. Let's 
see how they would fund it 
and I would identify with it 
when we begin to see results 
but I don't see the results 
coming.

Do you share in the view 
that the recent attack by 
g u n m e n  i n  I m o  w a s 
politically motivated? 

 
You see every human 

being is entitled to his own 
o p i n i o n .  T h e  f o r m e r 
Inspector General of  Police, 
Idris Adamau, said it was 
done by ESN. That same 
e v e n i n g  G o v  H o p e 
Uzodimma said it was the 
handiwork of  disgruntled 
politicians. They are called 
unknown gunmen. If  they 
are unknown by security 
officers, and I am not one do 
you expect me to know 
them. I don't know them but 
I must say in reality that the 
at tack on Correct ional 
Services and Nigeria Police 
came uninterrupted for good 
three hours. The boys had 
their way but I was surprised 
tha t  the  boys  chan ted 
sol idari ty  songs at  the 
Okigwe round about before 
attacking the Prison and 
Police. Now you begin to ask 
yourself, were our security 
m e n  hy p n o t i z e d ?  T h e 
answer is No. Feelers we got 
i s  that  they  were  over 
powered. It means that they 
p o s s e s s e d  a  m o r e 
sophisticated weapon and I 
suspected that this must be a 
new idea in crime. It is usual 
that when criminal elements 
discovers that their modus 
operandi has been detected 
they make a change. I know 
t h a t  t h e  E S N  c a n n o t 
perpetrate that act. Rather I 
suspect the herdsmen; they 
may be responsible because 
one of  my friends who 
escaped from the prison told 
me that those guys were not 

speaking Igbo but language 
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t 
u n d e r s t a n d .  I  h a v e 
investigated this and making 
a documentary on that. I 
subscribe to the view that the 
ESN cannot be involved in 
that kind of  thing. When it 
was alleged that they were 
responsible, they refuted it 
p r o m p t l y.  R e m e m b e r 
information from the DSS 
indicated that they had 
intelligence report three 
times but could not work on 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h e y 
gathered. May be there was a 
compromise somewhere, 
you never can tell. But the 
truth of  the matter is that we 
are not safe in this part of  the 
world. It makes people like 
u s  e x t r e m e l y  b i l i o u s ; 
situation where a sitting 
governor cannot secure the 
people that he is governing is 
the apex of  aberration. Look 
at Amotekun and Miyetti 
Allah, who is funding them. 
Why can't the governors 
come together and secure 
our people. Our women can 
no longer go to farm freely 
again.

With the jai l  break 
hardened criminals are now 
back to the society, what do 
you think is the best way 
now to arrest them back and 
save the society now that 
they are saying the prison 
records were burnt?

You cannot put a criminal 
behind bars without having 
details of  his information. 
The Correctional Services, 
the Police, the DSS, the 
Judiciary should all have 
details of  their information. 
So i f  they claim those 
documents were burnt, they 
were not burned in all these 
agencies. The Judiciary 
should be able to provide 
their records. Let me tell you. 
There are people that should 
be kept in the prison. They 
have released the real lions 
(Ebubeagu) to the society. 
T h i s  w i l l  c o n t i nu e  t o 
threaten us unti l  those 
people are rearrested and put 
back to the prison. Breaking 
the prison is not in our 
favour.    

Thank you.

Ebubeagu is a mirage – Prof Uzorma  

You cannot put a criminal behind bars 
without having details of his information. The 

Correctional Services, the Police, the DSS, 
the Judiciary should all have details of their 

information. So if they claim those 
documents were burnt, they were not 

burned in all these agencies. The Judiciary 
should be able to provide their records. Let 
me tell you. There are people that should be 

kept in the prison. They have released the 
real lions (Ebubeagu) to the society. This will 
continue to threaten us until those people 
are rearrested and put back to the prison. 

Breaking the prison is not in our favour.

“

“

Prof Uzorma
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he front-page lead Theadline in the Daily 
Trust of  April 11, bears 

repeating to double underline 
these precarious times in our 
nation: “Police operatives live 
in fear in S'East.” This, the 
newspaper reported, was 
consequent on the IPOB 
attacks in Imo State in which 
prisons were broken into and 
cr iminals  set  f ree with 
policemen suffering non-
collateral damages to their 
persons.

The men needed no one to 
a d v i s e  t h e m  o n  w h a t  
precautions to take to protect 
them because they too, like the 
rest of  us, do not feel the 
presence of  the Nigerian state 
in their hours of  need in the 
course of  their service to the 
n a t i o n .  T h e y  d o  w h a t  
policemen have always done in 
Lagos: move about in mufti, 
carrying their uniform in 
nylon bags between their 
homes and their places of  
work.

T h e  k i l l i n g  o f  o u r  
policemen has become a 
routine daily occurrence in 
virtually all parts of  the 
country. In other countries, the 
killing of  security personnel 
can never be tolerated by the 
state because it is a direct 
challenge to the nation. 
Security personnel make 
security possible. To kill them 
is to lay the nation open to the 
reign of  terror and jungle 
injustice. If  the state faces such 
a challenge and refuses to take 
urgent and necessary steps to 
contain it, it empowers 
criminals and makes its 
citizens sitting ducks. It is 
shameful that our leaders treat 
w h a t  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  
elsewhere as a mere hazard of  
the job of  our security 
personnel.

You may find it funny that 
the fear of  criminals is the 
beginning of  self-protection 
among our police men and 
women. But you would only 
laugh  to  c r y.  We face  
monumental dangers as the 
insecurity worsens, putting our 
future in jeopardy. If  our 
policemen and women, our 
civil security forces, cannot 
protect themselves it is pure 
fiction to expect them to 
protect  the rest  of  us.  
Criminals have virtually taken 
over, imposing their will on the 

Nigerian state. Our political 
leaders continue to sit on their 
haunches savouring power 
without responsibilities. A 
thousand pities.

It has become a cliché to 
point out that these are the 
worst of  times for our country 
and its security forces. It has 
indeed become an under-
statement. In the past two 
weeks or so, we saw some of  
the worst cases of  attacks 
against  securi ty  forces,  
particularly in Imo and Benue 
states. In one, policemen bore 
the brunt of  IPOB operatives 
daring to take up arms against 
the Nigerian state; in the other, 
twelve soldiers on routine 
security duty were ambushed 
and killed.

The Nigerian Governors 
of  Forum had the presence of  
mind late last week to 
condemn the killing of  our 
security forces. But that is 
usually how far the forum 
would go and its job was done. 
Governorship is not the mere 
celebration of  new designs of  
babar riguna. Someone needs 
to remind their Excellencies 
that the fate of  this country at 
this time, in this moment in our 
national history is in their 

hands. They toy with it to our 
collective detriment.

The governors constitute 
the most powerful political 
power bloc in the country. I am 
afraid not many of  them 
appreciate their power, much 
less its use beyond making 
them look important and 
speaking rather importantly 
because their position confers 
on them the right to be heard. 
The Nigerian Governors 
Forum is given to pussy 
footing, unable to take 
proactive actions to impress on 
President Buhari that every 
country pays a price for its 
peace and security; and that he 
needs to do more to engender 
public confidence in his 
capacity to pull us through our 
frightening security challenges 
in one piece.

The governors, in the worst 
cases of  sycophancy, would 
rather indulge in sugared and 
buttered words to make the 
president feel good about his 
leadership style that has 
denied us the right to know 
where we are headed in our 
national development and has 
polarised the nation along our 
major fault lines – ethnic, 
political and religious.

A coalition of  northern 
g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
outspoken Northern Elders 
F o r u m  a n d  A r e w a  
Consultative Forum, cried to 
P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u  
Buhari last week, telling him, 
in case he was not made aware 
by his acolytes, that the north 
was sinking. Well, Northern 
Nigeria is sinking because the 
Nigerian nation is sinking.

Last week, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo warned that “Nigeria 
may soon cease to exist as a 
country if  urgent steps are not 
taken to check rising insecurity 
in the country.” The Guardian 
newspaper of  April 16, quoted 
its president, Dr George 
Obiozor, as telling newsmen in 
Enugu that the country was 
passing through one of  “the 
worst times in virtually all 
aspects of  our national life.”

Other groups have made 
similar statements in the past, 
urging the president to seek to 
benefit from the collective 
adv ice  and  wisdom of  
compatriots who, like him, 
want to see the emergence of  
an egalitarian nation fair and 
just to all its citizens. But 
always, silence is the answer to 
any and all such views and 

voices from Aso Rock because 
the president and his men and 
wo m e n  b e l i e ve  i n  t h e  
super ior i ty  of  his  own 
wisdom. It is not in the nature 
of  human societies that 
collective views are trashed in 
the face of  the kind challenges 
we face today. If  God did not 
think that many views and 
voices were essential to human 
development, he would not 
have made so many voices and 
gifted men and women with 
many views.

We are fast losing it. 
Problems do not  so lve  
themselves; nor do they 
disappear because a leader 
chooses to do nothing about 
them. We elected Buhari in 
2015 and re-elected him in 
2019, to lead the country along 
the path of  focused modern 
development in all aspects of  
human development – social, 
economic and political; to 
cement our national unity and 
make Nigeria a country in 
which we are equal stake 
holders and equal beneficiaries 
of  the national largesse. If, 
under his watch, the drums of  
ethnic nationalism have 
b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
deafening, it can only mean 
greater challenges for him; he 
needs to do more to set the 
nation on that path of  national 
cohesion and unity through an 
open but deft management of  
our diversities. It is time for 
him to listen to voices other 
than those of  his aides who are 
dismissive of  other people as 
mere noise-makers. We make 
noise in an effort to make our 
voices penetrate the rocks that 
make Aso Rock a sound proof  
castle.

Our country is in dire 
straits, no question about it, 
even if  we pretend to the 
contrary. The urgency of  the 
situation requires our leaders 
to do better than Nero by not 
giving in to the equivalent of  
fiddling while insecurity is 
consuming us and our security 
forces. The president, the state 
governors as well as federal 
and state legislators should 
wake up, sit up and give some 
s e r i o u s  a n d  p r a g m a t i c  
thoughts to recovering our 
nation from the hands of  
criminals and the ethnic 
champions. We have paid 
enough price and sacrificed 
enough to make our nation 
great. Let's not forget where we 
came from.

The darkening tunnels
Politics

By Dan Agbese
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Last Sunday, we 
d e a l t  w i t h  t h e 
q u e s t i o n  o f  

whether the British royal 
family can be put together 
again. The question today 
is along the same line, just 
much graver: Can Nigeria 
be put together again? By 
the way — and just in case 
you're wondering — the 
story on the British royals 
was submitted two days 
before the death of  the 
queen's consort, Prince 
Philip. I wrote the column 
even as news broke that 
contingents of  armed men 
had assaulted the state 
p o l i c e  c o m m a n d 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  a 
federal prison in Imo 
State. 

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e 
continuous incidents of  
“banditry,” mass murders 
and kidnappings, the 
news from Imo State was 
another reminder that 
Nigeria is precariously 
approaching total chaos. 
So, I needed to suppress 
the nagging feeling that in 
writing about the royals I 
was engaging in trial 
pursuit. I continued only 
after reminding myself  
that readers have much 
broader interests than 
Nigeria's dysfunction. 

On that score, let me 
begin with a disclaimer, albeit an 
ambivalent one. I am not an 
opponent of  restructuring. But 
then, I am not necessarily an 
advocate either. The clamour for 
restructuring is, of  course, entirely 
understandable. The impetus has 
been there since 1966, when a 
military coup shifted much 
control from the then regions to 
the Federal Government. The 
pattern was cemented when the 
regions were subsequently broken 
up into states. The implications of  
the shift became magnified by the 
unprecedented ethnocentric 
abuse of  political power during 
this presidency. And then there is 
the related grim determination by 
some leaders to make Nigeria the 
dominion of  one ethnic/religious 
group. 

This has given rise to myriad 
g r o u p s  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e 
restructuring of  Nigeria to bring 
about “true federalism.” There is 
an idealised call for a return to the 
political structure similar to what 
existed before January 1966. 
Among other things, the regions 
largely controlled their resources, 
including generation of  their own 
electricity corporations. In fact, 
the regions sustained the Federal 
Government, not the other way 
a round.  The  more  rad ica l 
advocacy is to balkanise Nigeria 
entirely. 

If  actualisation of  these 
advocacies will bring peace and 

prosperity to Nigerians, I would 
enthusiastically support them. 
But I have my doubts, and history 
bears me out. I tend to believe that 
our problems derive not so much 
f r o m  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  
government as from the values of  
those who govern and those who 
are governed. In other words, no 
amount of  restructuring will rid 
our societies of  poverty and 
mayhem in the absence of  
concomitant values to those ends. 

The Nigerian Indigenous 
Peoples  Al l iance  for  Se l f -
Determination (NINAS) literally 
embodies the more radical 
advocacy for restructuring. As 
stated on its website, “NINAS … 
is the multi-ethnic alliance of  the 
indigenous peoples of  the Middle 
Belt (part of  the former northern 
region), Ilana Omo Oodua (the 
former western region) and the 
Lower Niger (Former eastern & 
mid-western regions).” The site 
doesn't list the leaders, but 
according to a write-up, they 
inc lude Commodore  Ebi tu 
Ukiwe (retd), the former Chief  of  
Staff; Jonah Jang, the former 
governor of  Plateau State; 
Professor Banji Akintoye, senator 
during the Second Republic; 
Chief  Nnia Nwodo, President-
General of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo; 
and Dr. Bitrus Pogu, the leader of  
the Middle Belt Forum. 

Though NINAS is ostensibly 
interested in restructuring, its 
stated objectives are more along 

the lines of  balkanisation. It 
rejects the very idea of  Nigeria as 
a nation, as is implicit in its stated 
purpose: “To promote and foster 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e 
indigenous peoples of  the target 
area, in particular and among 
ethnic nationalities which inhabit 
other par ts of  the colonial 
creation that metamorphosed to 
become the Nigerian state of  
today.” 

Although NINAS outlines a 
process  o f  dra f t ing  a  new 
constitution, it has already 
charted out the constituents of  a 
balkanised Nigeria. There will be 
four essentially independent 
countries: the Arewa Federation 
(consisting of  the North- East and 
Nor th-  West) ,  Middle Belt 
Federation (North Central), 
Yoruba Federation (South West), 
and the Lower Niger Federation 
(South-East and South-South). 
Ideologically, the last three 
federations will constitute the 
Alliance Territory and the Arewa 
Federation will be the Sharia 
Territory. In the ideological map, 
the Alliance territory looks much 
like the current map of  Nigeria, 
but with the topmost part lined 
off. 

Ostensibly, this would be the 
answer to the current problem of  
Islamist zealotry. The Middle Belt 
Federation and the Yoruba 
Federation will still have a 
substantial number of  Muslims, 
but they presumably won't be of  

the Boko Haram and “herdsmen” 
variety. 

The audacity of  those seeking 
to Islamise all of  Nigeria by all 
means certainly justifies this 
vision. Still, we know too well that 
the core North is unlikely to agree 
to any arrangement by which it 
would, in effect, be chopped off  
from Nigeria. And even if  it does, 
that probably won't stop Islamist 
violence elsewhere in Nigeria. 
Let's not forget that one of  the 
worst cases of  such violence in 
recent history was the ethnic 
cleansing in Darfur, Sudan. The 
perpetrators were the Janjaweed, 
many of  whom were Arab 
mercenaries from Chad. 

In any case, among the links 
posted on NINAS's website is one 
with the headline: “Northern 
elders threaten to mobilise against 
the APC over insecurity.”  The 
first paragraph of  the story, 
originally published in The 
Guardian, reads: “Coalition of  
Northern Elders for Peace and 
Development (CNEPD) has cried 
out in alarm that the northern part 
of  the country is under siege by 
Boko  Haram,  bandi t s  and 
kidnappers, whose criminal 
a c t i v i t i e s  h av e  g r o u n d e d 
educational, economic and socio-
political activities in the region.” 
These people seem to be crying 
out for an alliance with the rest of  
Nigeria to combat a common 
scourge. 

I t ' s  wor th  reca l l ing  the 

b lood le t t ing 
a n d 
destruction in 
W e s t e r n 
Nigeria in 1964 
and 1965. It 
resulted from 
rivalry between 
two indigenes 
of  the region, 
b u t  i t 
u l t i m a t e l y 
p l u n ge d  t h e 
country into a 
civil war. Sure, 
f i n g e r s 
understandabl
y pointed at the 
B a l e w a 
administration
. But it could 
only have been 
a  p a r t i s a n 
accessory in a 
regional power 
struggle. There 
is no guarantee 
t h a t  s u c h  a 
p o l i t i c a l 
r upture  wi l l 
not happen in a 
Y o r u b a 
Federation, as 
i t  m a y  t h e 
others. 

B e s i d e s 
i n s e c u r i t y , 
NINAS a lso 
b l a m e d  t h e 
c u r r e n t 
structure for 

poverty, corruption, lack of  
accountability, police brutality, 
poor healthcare, and anemic 
electricity. Excising the core 
North from the rest of  Nigeria will 
certainly improve the country's 
economic indices. But does 
anyone seriously believe that it 
will be a cure for corruption, 
police brutality and other forms 
of  impunity? We may be asking 
too much of  restructuring and 
discounting the factor of  values. 

No doubt Buhari's political 
values are a major factor in the 
current political ferment. Yet, like 
Donald Trump in the US, Buhari 
may well be an aberration in 
Nigerian politics. Never before 
has Nigeria had such a parochial 
head of  state and one hopes that 
never again will it have another. 
That's reason enough to cool off  
on the restructuring fever to give 
future administrations a chance. 
Sure, some of  the damages Buhari 
has caused may be irreversible, 
much like Trump's damages to 
American poli t ics.  But the 
trajectory can be reversed just as 
President Joe Biden is doing in the 
US. The parallel is not exact, but 
you get the point.

Even if  radical restructuring is 
i n e v i t a b l e ,  i t  i s  w o r t h 
strengthening existing features of  
true federalism in the meantime.

Politics
Restructuring fever and the Buhari factor
By Minabere Ibelema
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Guber election: Ngige is APC leader in
Anambra - Andy Ubah  Campaign Team
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he newly appoint-
ed Director Gener-
al of  Senator Andy 

Uba Campaign Organi-
zation in the upcoming 
November 6, governor-
ship election in Anambra 
state, Chief  Paul Chuk-
wuma, has affirmed the 
Minister of  Labour and 
Productivity, Senator 
Chris Ngige, as the leader 
of  All Progressive Con-
gress APC in Anambra 
state.

Chukwuma made his 
affirmation over the 
weekend, when the par-

ty governorship aspir-
ant, Senator Andy Uba 
and his campaign team 
including Ambassador 
Elijah Onyeagba, Am-
bassador Jerry Ugokwe, 
Honourable Fort Dike, 
Honourable Obinna 
Okoli and  Honourable 
Dennis Ngene, among 
other supporters pay a 
visit to APC Secretariat 
in Awka, ahead of  it June 
26, party’s primary.

The Director Gener-
al, who is the immediate 
past National Auditor 
of  the party, maintained 
that there is no faction 
in Anambra state APC, 
noting that party mem-

bers are well united un-
der the headship of  Sen-
ator Chris Ngige and the 
leadership of  Chief  Basil 
Ejidike led State Working 
Committee.

He urged the party sup-
porters in the state to see 
Chris Ngige as the leader 
of  APC.

While eulogising Sen-
ator Uba before the state 
executive, Chief  Chuk-
wuma described him 
(Uba), as a humane per-
son who had contributed 
immensely towards the 
state’s development.

He also urged party 
members to key into the 
Andy Uba agenda of  be-

coming the next governor 
of  Anambra state.

He dispelled rumours 
going round in some 
quarters that Senator 
Uba was gunning to cir-
cumvent the democrat-

ic process of  electing a 
flag bearer, saying that it 
was not true and that the 
campaign train would be 
embarking on a local gov -
ernment tour soon. 

Chief  Paul Chukwu-

ma further stated that the 
time has come to ensure 
that Anambra is connect-
ed to the centre in order 
to get more federal pa-
tronage, jobs and infra-
structure for the people.

Floodings in Ariaria Market: 
Blame yourselves, not govt,
Abia govt tells traders
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Commis-
sioner for Informa-
tion, Chief  John 

Okiyi Kalu has faulted the 
trending online videos of  
A-line, Ariaria internation-
al market, Aba, saying it is 
a product of  political oppo-
nents and traders.

Okiyi explained that the 
traders at A-line, rather than 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
government were to blame for 
the situation, pointing out that 
a group of  traders led by one 
Chief  Goddy Udunna alleg-
edly organised themselves to 
resist the State government’s 
efforts to bring a permanent 
control to flooding challenges 
around the area.

Okiyi added that  the same 
Chief  Goddy Udunna, (aka 

Papa Nnukwu) had also gone 
to Court, seeking injunction 
against the State government 
and Blessed Henken, the 
building contractors handling 
reconstruction and remodel-
ling of  shops and other infra-
structure within A-line, even 
when the existing traders with 
shops had already been as-
sured of  retaining their shops 
after the completion of  works, 
with ‘ friendly payment plan’ .

The State governme nt 
maintained that those who 
shared the videos of  the Ar-
iaria market were allegedly 
recruited by the opponents of  
Ikpeazu administration with 
the aim of  de-marketing his 
government, adding that the 
solutions provided in Ukwu 
mango and Ama Ikonne 
flood points of  Aba would 
soon be replicated in A-line 
of  Ariaria Aba.

All traders at A-line, ac-
cording to the Commissioner, 
had been given a maximum 
of  4 weeks to move into tem-
porary shops at Ekumi  mall 
within Ariaria market to al-
low free reconstruction and 
remodelling works.

But a trader in the affected 
A-line who spoke to News 
Echo on condition of  ano-
nymity, feared that he may 
not regain his existing shop 
after the completion of  works 
by the State government’s 
contractor.

The trader who said he was 
ready to cooperate with gov-
ernment directives opined, 
“the shops may go for the 
highest bidders after remod-
elling and as such rob me the 
financial power to retain my 
only shop, my only source of  
survival.”

From Uchenna in Ezeadigwe,
Awka

C
haplain Corps Policing 
Explorers (CHAPOL), 
with National Drug 

Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) Anambra State 
Command, have assured the 
citizens of  effective syner-
gy with the Anambra State 
Comptroller of  Correctional 
Services in combating the ris-
ing case of  moral decadence 
in the state.

The State Commandant of  
CHAPOL, Commandant Jo-
seph Ekwunife

stated this during a courte-
sy call to the Anambra State 
Comptroller of  Correctional 
Services, Barrister Emmanuel 
Nwakeze and his NDLEA 
counterpart, Muhammad 
Misbahu Idris.

Speaking during the visits, 
the Anambra State Comman-
dant of  CHAPOL, Com-

CHAPOL partners Correctional 
Services,NDLEA to tackle social 
decadence

mandant Ekwunife harped 
on the need for effective syn-
ergy among the three agen-
cies to achieve a common 
goal, while adding that their 
visit was to seek support and 
collaboration.

Acknowledging CHAPOL 
as one of  the legacies of  Obi-
ano led administration to 
schools through the Commis-
sioner for Basic Education, 
Professor Kate Omenugha, 
he however, lauded the ef-
forts of  the state government 
and Commissioner for Basic 
Education for providing ena-
bling environment which has 
yielded positive results for the 
greater good of  the State.

In their separate responses, 
the Comptroller of  Prisons, 
Anambra State Command, 
Barrister Nwakeze and the 
Anambra State NDLEA 
Commander, Mr. Idris, while 
commending the group for its 
great commitment towards 

building a better society, as-
sured of  their unflinching 
support to enthrone a crime-
free Anambra State.

They expressed optimism 
that their collaboration will 
mitigate moral decadence 
among the young ones, espe-
cially in secondary schools, 
and by extension curb crimes 
and make the society more 
peaceful.

Eck Clergy, Mrs Chiekezi conducting child consecration ceremony of little baby, Gold 
Ezinne Ndubuisi, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ndubuisi, at the Eck Worship Center, Uratta, 
Owerri at the weekend.

JONAPWD advocates implementation
of disability rights law
From Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Joint National Asso-
ciation of  Persons with 
Disabilities (JONAP-

WD) Anambra State Chap-
ter, in conjunction with Rule 
of  Law and Anti corruption 
(RULAC) has called for full 
implementation of  Disabili-
ty Rights Law by Ministries 
Departments and Agencies 
(MDAs) and service provid-
ers.

The bill which was passed 
into law in 2018 by Anambra 
State House of  Assembly and 
assented to by Gov. Willie 
Obiano made Anambra the 

first state in the South East 
to have a legislation to pro-
tect the rights of  Persons with 
Disabilities.

The law seeks to eliminate 
all forms of  discrimination 
against persons with disabil-
ities, guarantee equal oppor-
tunities in all aspects of  life 
in the society and establish a 
Disability Rights’ Commis-
sion, and other matters.

In a one-day `Result track-
ing Meeting’ with Service 
providers and MDAs at 
Choice Hotel, Awka, the 
State Chairman JONAPWD, 
Mr. Ugochukwu Okeke said 
the law would create and sus-
tain rights of  persons with dis-

abilities and ensure their full 
participation in affairs of  the 
society.

The coordinator of  RU-
LAC in the state, Mrs. Jose-
phine Onah said the organisa-
tion was involved to achieve 
an appreciable level of  inclu-
siveness for persons with disa-
bilities in Anambra State.

Mr. Chuka Ezewuzie, a 
lawyer, disclosed that Disa-
bility Law Centre (DLC) has 
been established to defend the 
rights of  persons with disabil-
ities.

This is intended to help 
them to seek redress and ob-
tain compensation for vic-
tims.’’

Imo community fetes Njoku as he bags traditional title

The commander An-
ti-Motorcycle Unit 

Owerri Municipal Council, 
Hon. Innocent Iheanacho 
Njoku has received the 
chieftaincy title of  Chief  
Aririerimba’ 1 of  Mbaitoli. 
Njoku is a notable business -
man, a philanthropist and 
renowned politician who 
has contributed immensely 
to the developmental of  not 
just his community but also 
his local government area.  

The Aririerimba had at 
various times  represented 
Umunneato Ward in the 
Local Government Are a 
as a councilor,  chairman 
of  electricity project in his 
community,  currently the 
chairman of  his kindred 
even as he equally  holds 
various chieftaincy titles.

The chieftaincy corona-
tion took place at the pal-
ace in Umunneato Ishi 
-Ogwa Autonomous Com-

munity in  Mbaitoli Local 
Government Area , was at-
tended by members of  the 
king’s cabinet.

He commended the eze 
and the entire people of  
Ishi- Ugwa for honoring 
him with a chieftaincy ti-
tle and promised his  sup-
port to the community, 
for, as he put it,   “service 
to humanity is service to 
God”.         Following the 
event, His Royal Highness 

Eze Hon. Barr. Edward 
Uwandu  IV, Eze Udo 1 
of  Umunneato Ishi- Ogwa 
Autonomous Community 
Idem Ishi- Ogwu Mbaito-
li LGA who officiated the 
coronation said that the 
bases of  choosing those to 
be honoured as chiefs  was 
determined by their devel-
opmental contributions in 
the community. 

He revealed that chieftain -
cy coronation was usually 
observed on yearly basis.



News	Echo	  Monday, April 19, 2021                            Page 13

NEWS

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he crisis rocking 
the Nigeria Un-
ion of  Journalists 

((NUJ), took a new di-
mension at the weekend, 
as new body, Association 
of  Nigerian Journalists 
(ANJ) emerges.

In a statement signed 
by Prince Agwu Benson, 
protem National Execu-
tive Secretary, ANJ, the 
new body is aimed at cor-
recting the anomalies of  
the incumbent NUJ lead-
ership.

He said the decision 
to float a new associa-
tion was born out of  the 
high-handedness and des-
perate desire for personal 
vendetta exhibited by 
NUJ President, Mr. Chris 
Isiguzo since his assump

NUJ cracks as new union emerges
tion of  office.

-

Benson said that the 
main aim of  the new as-
sociation was to restore 
the dignity of  journalism 
practice in Nigeria which 
had been wrecked by cur-
rent NUJ leadership with 
questionable issues sur-
rounding it.

The ANJ secretary said 
that the orchestration 
of  rancorous acrimony 
by the NUJ leadership 
against its membership 
have ravaged the spirit of  
unionism at the union’s 
once revered echelon 
council. 

Benson stressed that 
it is disheartening that 
NUJ constitution has 
long been abandoned, 
just as leadership is being 
imposed on all the Coun-
cils where the State Exec-
utive Councils (SEC) or 

State Working Commit-
tee (SWC) do not carry 
the favour of  the union’s 
national leadership. 

Part of  the resolution 
of  the group during its 
first meeting which held 
virtually reads: “Con-
cerned practicing Jour-
nalists across Nigeria 

have risen from emer-
gency virtual meeting 
and keenly observed with 
disgust that for over two 
years running, the way 
and manner the incum-
bent leadership of  the 
Nigerian Union of  Jour-
nalists (NUJ) has drifted 
from the dictates of  our 

noble professional union 
and journalism practice 
to desperate aggressive 
pursuit of  personal ven-
detta against practicing 
members on one side and 
States Executive Council 
(SEC) members on the 
other side.

“The NUJ President 

has become a sole admin -
istrator and nobody either 
the NEC or CWC dare to 
speak out. The NEC and 
CWC seem to have been 
subsumed and conquered 
by the President whose 
academic qualification 
has remained a suspect.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) has 
warned the Miyetti Al-

lah Cattle Breeders Associa-
tion of  Nigeria (MACBAN) 
to steer clear from Igbo land, 
over its threat to deploy 
5,000 of  its vigilante to the 
South East to protect herders 
in the zone.

IPOB spokesperson, Com-
rade Emma Powerful in a 
statement said that despite IP -
OB’s disagreements with the 
South East governors, it will 
never watch MACBAN in-
sult the sensibility of  Ndigbo. 
Powerful said IPOB con-
siders the utterance of  the 
leaders of  Miyetti Allah as 
an insult to Ndigbo, warning 
that such move by the Fulani 
group would not be tolerat-
ed, as Eastern Security Net-
work (ESN) will also be de-
ployed to Fulani territories.

IPOB went on to finger the 
south east governors as the 
brains behind the bold move 
of  the Miyetti Allah and the 
backbone behind their mak-
ing such threats.

The Pro-Biafra group 
urged the South East gov-
ernors to appreciate the 
sacrifice they have been 
making to secure Igbo land 
rather than betraying them 
to please higher authorities. 
“The attention of  IPOB has 
been drawn to the threat by 
Miyetti Allah to deploy 5000 
jihadists to Biafra land to 
protect their cows and herd-
ers following the floating of  
Ebubeagu security outfit by 
South East governors.

 “We consider this ut-
terance an insult to the 
entire Biafra and won’t 

IPOB spits fire, warns Miyetti
Allah over plan to deploy 5000
vigilante to Igbo land

tolerate it despite our griev-
ances against the treacherous 
South East governors and the 
political elite.

“The South East Governors 
must understand that Fed-
eral Government of  Nigeria 
sponsored Miyetti Allah to 
make this reckless utterance.  
“The earlier they understand 
that IPOB is not their prob-
lem the better. They should 
stop betraying us but appre-
ciate our sacrifices in the de-
fense of  our ancestral land.

“The Miyetti Allah and 
their terrorists group should 
know that they shouldn’t 
play God for ever. They are 
trying to provoke ESN and 
IPOB to take a drastic action.   
“IPOB and ESN are run-
ning out of  patience with 
their insults. They should 
retrace their steps now! Let 
them come we are waiting 
for them. Soon they will see 
ESN in the North.

“Fulani terrorists are think-
ing that Biafra land is easy to 
penetrate the way they pene-
trated Hausa land and con-
quered them in 1804.

 “If  Miyetti Allah and 
their sponsors in Aso Rock 
attempt to do in Biafra land 
what they did in Hausa land, 
they will regret their actions.”

IPOB said that ESN and 
IPOB are battle ready for 
MACBAN; as no form 
of  intimidation from the 
top will make them back 
off  in the determination 
to protect the South East. 
“They can intimidate South 
East Governors but they 
can’t intimidate IPOB and 
ESN.

No inch of  Biafra land will 
be relinquished to Fulani ji-
hadists.

W
ife of  Governor of  
Imo State, Barr. 
Chioma Uzod-

imma, challenges women to 
continue to pray and offer 
supplications to God for a 
peaceful and united Imo.

She made the call at an Imo 
Women’s Prayer Summit 
(IWPS), organized by the Of-
fice of  the Wife of  the Gov-
ernor, Imo state in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of  
Women Affairs & Vulnerable 
groups in Imo State at the 
Ahiajoku Convention Center, 
Owerri at the weekend.  

Imo First Lady tasks women on prayers
Barr. Chioma while giving an 
address welcomed everyone 
to the gathering and said that 
‘the gathering was to pray for 
the State - the governor, the 
government, the people and 
the nation at large.’

She also said that ‘they 
had come to seek the face 
of  God, our Father, for His 
intervention in all that ail us 
and to draw strength from 
2 Chronicles 7:14, “If  my 
people, who are called by 
my name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wick-

ed ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their 
sin and will heal their land.’ 
Uzodimma also charged the 
women with the book of  
James 2:26, “For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so 
faith without works is dead 
also”, therefore I urge us to 
be more patriotic; the elites, 
political class and the masses 
alike, with our actions and in-
action.

The First Lady quoting 
some words of  wisdom from 
Bishop Jakes said that, ‘In 
a time when women carry 
more influence than any oth-

er generation, the power of  
prayer has never been more 
important to remind us that 
we do not have to bear our 
crosses alone, we need prayer 
to stand guard over our hearts 
and minds and over the hearts 
and minds of  our families.’

She further stated that ‘As 
women, we gathered under 
one umbrella to seek God’s 
face and ask for His interven-
tion in all that ail us as a peo-
ple, state and government.’ 
She thanked the organizers 
of  the prayer summit and en-
couraged them never to relent 
in their prayers.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he history of  railways 
system in Nigeria 
dates back to pre-colo-

nial era.
The invention of  the rail 

transport system redefined 
the movement of  people and 
goods across the globe. It is 
convenient, safe and cheap.

 Railways enable seamless 
transportation that engender 
robust economies, anchored 
on human resources and ser-
vices accessible with limited 
regulatory intervention by 
government or its bodies.

In Enugu State, the sub-
way tunnel built in 1955 has 
been neglected by successive 
governments apparently due 
to the shift to modern trans-
portation system.

However, the subway tun-
nel which is located off  Ogui 
Road near Nnamdi Azikiwe 
Stadium, Enugu, has contin-
ued to play vital socio-eco-
nomic role to residents of  the 

Jubilation as Enugu moves to revive Eastern
subway rail tunnel

metropolis as well as visitors 
to the Coal City.

On daily basis over 3,000 
pedestrians make use of  the 
subway tunnel often besieged 
by destitute and hoodlums 
who use the area as their 
hideout.

News Echo, who visited the 
subway tunnel last Friday, 
observed that the dilapidated 
area has drawn the attention 
of  the authorities as the Spe-
cial Assistant to Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi on Gener-
al Functions and Inter-state 
Affairs, Madus Matthias, 
has begun move to upgrade 
the subway with a view to 
making the area a free-crime 
zone.

According to Mathias, 
students, civil servants, bank-
ers, health and emergency 
workers, business people, 
children, high and low class 
individuals make use of  the 
Subway Tunnel Pedestrians 
Link Road, pointing out that 
it is a by-pass which amaz-
ingly connects the major 

parts of  the Enugu Urban - 
Ogui Road and Okpara Av-
enue.

His words: “I have com-
menced a daily environmen-
tal clean-up exercise. After 
that, I will need to sanitize 
the environment and as well 
as get it painted, also electrify 
the tunnel”

“Beautiful design and the 
natural scenery of  the envi-
ronment and the tunnel will 
make an unbearable tourist 
attraction in the state.

“I call on governments, 
private organizations and in-
vestors to support this effort 
in bringing life to the long 
abandoned tunnel.

“An annual estimate of  
N100 million will be required 
to rebrand and revive the tun-
nel. I will want it named after 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi.

Some of  the Enugu resi-
dents interviewed lauded the 
initiators of  the subway tun-
nel project, stressing that the 
resuscitation of  tunnel was 
long overdue.

Anambra government of�cials on an on-the-spot assessment visit to Father Joseph Memorial 
High School, Aguleri community in Anambra East Local Government Area... over the weekend.

Ikechukwu Ononna re-
called with nostalgia how 
as a child, he used to walk 
through the tunnel from 
Ogui road to Okpara Avenue 
to catch up with train. 

‘But today, there is fear 
going through the subway 
tunnel especially at night be-
cause of  activities of  miscre-
ants in the area”, Ononna 
further said. 

As it is, Ugwuanyi’s ad-
ministration seems to be 
poised to intensify its cam-
paign to clean up Enugu 
metropolis and other cities in 
the state by employing over 
1,000 youth volunteers under 
what it called “Enugu Clean 
Team Initiative”.

The initiative, the state gov-
ernment explained, is one of  
the many significant develop-
ments of  the administration 
of  Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi to ensure that Enu-
gu continues to maintain its 
enviable status as the capital 
of  the eastern region and a 
major centre of  tourism.



Childhood dreams and 
fantasies?

 I had once thought I was 
going to be a nurse and I even 
went into the training for 
nurses at UNTH, Enugu, after 
my school certificate. But 
when I got there I knew it was 
not my calling. It was while 
staying there that I took the 
entrance examination to the 
University of  Nigeria (UNN) 
and as I began to teach I knew 
I wanted to create knowledge 
and to do research and the 
only place to do this will be at a 
higher institution and I always 
knew I was going to end up as 
a lecturer. Nursing was not my 
calling even though I loved it. I 
also knew that teaching will 
not just be at the primary or 
secondary school level but at a 
level where I am going to 
create knowledge and do 
research and I think it was just 
there, the desire to get to the 
top.

What is your greatest 
career or life-threatening 
challenge?

Serving as a role model for 
young women is a challenge. 
You see, when I became the 
first female professor of  mass 
communication in Nigeria, I 
was there for more than 10 
years alone as the only female 
professor in Nigeria and that 
means all eyes were focused 
on me. People were looking at 
me, trying to see how I was 
going to behave, how I was 
going to perform. Being 
i nv i t e d  e v e r y w h e r e  o r 
anywhere, people looked up to 
y o u  f o r  e m u l a t i o n , 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  a n d 
m e n t o r i n g .  T h i s  wa s  a 
challenge not because I was 
afraid but because l was the 
center of  attention as the field 
was male dominated. My fear 
then was that the students we 
were  t ra in ing  would  be 
looking at their lecturers as 
role models and if  there were 
no female role models they 
would have a male-oriented 
outlook on journalism. It was 
a challenge, so we wrote many 
papers to encourage women to 
c o m e  i n t o  j o u r n a l i s m 
education. Today, I think the 
women have taken over 
because I think in almost every 
department now they are 
having more women than 
men. I cannot think of  any 
other challenge. My male 

colleagues were co-operative. 
They respected me and still 
respect me. There was no 
acrimony, no bad feelings, no 
rivalry and no strings. I really 
want to appreciate all my male 
colleagues especially those 
from my generation upwards 
and those likely below us 
whom I have worked with.

What is your greatest 
achievement so far?

Hmmm… teaching for so 
long and watching young 
people strive higher under my 
mentorship. You see, a first 
year student comes into your 
class knowing practically 
n o t h i n g .  T h r o u g h  yo u r 
mentorship, your teaching, 
your knowledge, your own 
intelligence you mould them 
and see them blossoming in 
confidence, in knowledge and 
they graduate. I think that 
fulfillment is more to me. It is a 
tragedy the way parents and 
most private school owners 
push  the  ch i ld  in to  the 
university nowadays. It has 
become a competition over 
whose child will become the 
youngest graduate, thereby 
exposing the child to the 
dangers of  the university life at 
a very tender age of  15- 16 
years or there about. Tell me, 

what does a child of  15+ know 
about life and its challenges? 
What does a girl child of  that 
age know about being herself  
o r  h av i n g  s e l f  e s t e e m , 
confidence or carriage in a 
country that does not value 
women? As I keep telling my 
colleagues, the time has come 
for every lecturer to be both a 
parent and a teacher, because 
the children are so young and 
their parents push them into 
the university where they 
come and mess their lives up. 
Parents should sit-up. They 
should make sure they visit 
their children even in the 
university not only in the 
secondary school. Training a 
child is not only by providing 
their food or paying their 
school fees. So, my joy stems 
from having a mentoring 
g r o u p  w h e r e  I  c a n 
academically mentor the 
young people and I am hoping 
that my own life will be some 
kind of  model for them to 
emulate even though it has not 
been perfect, but I can beat my 
c h e s t  a n y  d ay  a n d  s ay 
'comparably I have done well'.

Regrets?
Honestly, I cannot think of  

any because by nature I am not 
an impulsive person. Before I 
do  th ings  I  th ink  them 
through, plan them, so that I 

won't say that there was 
anything I missed and I am not 
somebody one can push 
around like that. I can't say 
that there is anything I was 
pushed to do. One reason why 
I have not had regrets or find 
my life too challenging is 
because I try to do the things I 
love doing and have capacity 
to do and with that, I see 
everything flowing without 
tension.

Role model/ source of 
inspiration?

In academics, my sister, 
Professor Akachi Adimora 
Ezeigbo, who has done well in 
her career as a lecturer in 
several universities in Nigeria 
and as a writer has inspired me 
a lot even though she is my 
sister. In the world generally, 
Late Professor Dora Akunyili 
is a role model to me. She was 
honest and in her was a 
woman who was fearless and 
c o u r a g e o u s  t o  m a k e  a 
difference in spite of  all the 
risks in her career industry. For 
me she was a trail blazer. In 
industry, I like Stella Okoli, 
t h e  C E O  o f  E m z o r 
Pharmaceuticals for going 
into that career as a woman 
and floating that kind of  
company. In politics, I admire 
Senator Uche Ekwunife very 

much. Here is a woman 
relatively young who has gone 
into a male-dominated career 
to compete and win. Honestly, 
I admire her courage.

What Legacy/footprint 
would you like to leave 
behind?

I want to be remembered 
as a woman who was born into 
a culture that is difficult for 
women and walked her way 
through this culture through 
diligence and commitment 
and rose to the pinnacle of  her 
ca reer  a s  mother,  wi fe, 
woman, teacher and mentor.

A d v i c e  t o  y o u n g e r 
generation: 

I think most women live 
their lives the way they think 
their lives will please men. 
Most women have been living 
their lives for men to be happy 
even when they (the men) are 
not their husbands. They 
structure their lives in a way 
that their thinking is always on 
if  their man will like/love 
what they want to do as at that 
time. That is why many of  
them are living fake lives, lives 
that if  they have a choice or 
courage to choose, they will 
never go for. I will love every 
young woman to dream big for 
herse l f ,  have  ver y  good 
objectives in life and work 
consistently hard towards that 
destination, have a vision that 
is laudable and achievable. Do 
not go and take up something 
you know you cannot achieve. 
Work dil igently towards 
arriving at that destination 
where you will be fulfilled and 
have no regrets. If  you are a 
woman playing multiple 
role/career, the best way for 
you is to be prepared and do 
the best you can at every 
minute, accept any help you 
can get domestically (parents, 
relative or house help) and 
move on. The world has 
changed so every girl should 
be wise. The intelligence we 
used to survive in my own time 
as a young girl may no longer 
work because the dangers are 
many. They have to be street-
wise and courageous to say No 
and mean No to men who are 
selfish. But the only way you 
can say No to these gullible 
men is when you have your 
own sustenance, otherwise, 
you won't have the power to 
say No or act otherwise.
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Economy

h o u g h  i t  m a y  b e Tinaccurate to say that 
Nigeria is a failed state, 

signs that its economy has gone 
down south, despite spirited 
efforts to turn things around, are 
many and scary. Following are 
some of  the  s igns,  in  no 
particular order, of  the gravity or 
impact. Each is troubling, to say 
the least. 

For an emerging market, 
whose  economy has  vas t 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  and  mine ra l 
r e s o u r c e s,  wa i t i n g  t o  b e 
exploited by international 
m o n o p o l y  c a p i t a l  a n d 
t e c h n o l o g y,  t o  p r o v i d e 
consumer goods for a large 
number of  citizens who cannot 
produce their  own needs, 
Nigeria's expected 2021 Gross 
Domestic Product growth rate 
of  somewhere between 1.7 and 
2.0 per cent is disappointing. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e 
International Monetary Fund 
predicts a generous growth rate 
of  6.3 per cent for emerging 
m a r k e t s  a n d  d e ve l o p i n g 
economies. This is way above 
the rate projected for Nigeria, 
the biggest economy in Africa 
with more than 200 million 
citizens. 

The National Bureau of  
Statistics says Nigeria's current 
inflation rate is 16.47 per cent, 
up by 0.72 per cent at the end of  
December 2020. The difference 
also reflects the rate at which the 
C o n s u m e r  P r i c e  I n d e x 
deteriorated to the disadvantage 
of  Nigeria's poor masses. 

Palgrave MacMillan, a think 
tank, argues that inflation in 
N i g e r i a  i s  c a u s e d  b y 
government's expansionary 
fiscal policies, devaluation of  
the naira and the impact of  
climate change on the domestic 
agricultural industry. 

Whereas overheads gulp 
about 70 per cent of  government 
budgetary expenditure, the 
exchange rate of  the naira to the 
US dollar is N380, going by the 
usually ignored Central Bank of  
Nigeria rate, or N485, going by 
the generally preferred parallel 
market rate. 

The CBN's Monetary Policy 
Committee fixed its monetary 
policy rate floor at a high 11.5 
per cent. But bank prime lending 
rates to the agricultural sector 
ranges between four and 24 per 
cent, whilst maximum lending 
rate is 14 to 32 per cent. 

To the uninitiated, prime 
lending rate is the rate that banks 
l e n d  m o n e y  t o  t h e i r 
creditworthy customers, while 
the discriminatory maximum 
lending rate is the rate that banks 

l e n d  t o  p e r c e i v e d  r i s k y 
customers. 

How can the  pre fer red 
agricultural sector, supported by 
the  specia l  pur pose  CBN 
Anchor Borrowers Fund, which 
enables participating financial 
institutions to borrow at the 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development Fund 
rate of  two per cent, to lend out 
to farmers at nine per cent, be 
b o r r ow i n g  a t  s u c h  b a c k -
breaking rate? 

You can only imagine the rate 
at which banks are lending to 
other, government-forsaken, 
sectors, thus subverting the 
perennially ineffectual CBN's 
d i r e c t ive.  Po e t  G e o f f r e y 
Chaucer's quip, “If  gold rust, 
what  wil l  i ron do,” apt ly 
describes the twist. 

The NBS recently released 
the depressing report that 23.3 
million Nigerians, or 33 per 
cent, of  the labour force are 
e i t h e r  u n e m p l o y e d  o r 
marginally employed. That 
suggests that the resulting lack 
o f  e f f e c t i ve  d e m a n d ,  o r 
consumers' financial capability 
to buy whatever they desire, will 
not have expected positive 
multiplier effect on the very 
sluggish economy. 

The disruptions caused by 
the new, still developing, digital 
technology, further accentuate 
the dire state of  employment in 
the country. The analogue skills-

set of  Nigeria's workforce does 
not fit the demands of  the digital 
4th Industrial Revolution. 

Apart from the usual ups-
and-downs of  an economy that 
is dependent on a mono-product 
for about 90 per cent of  its 
f o r e i g n  e a r n i n g s ,  a n d 
uncontrolled importation of  
s t r a t e g i c  p r o d u c t s ,  l i k e 
petroleum products, industrial 
raw materials, machinery and 
consumer goods, the Nigerian 
economy has the misfortune of  
fa l l ing  into  the  hands  of  
malevolent and incompetent 
leadership. 

The NBS says Nigeria's debt 
at the end of  2020 stood at 
N32.92 trillion, with N12.71 
trillion being foreign, and 
N20.21 trillion being domestic. 
The reason for this is in the 
following explanation given by 
the CBN Governor Godwin 
Emefiele.

“ D e b t  i s  a  f i s c a l 
responsibility. Debt is never a 
crime or sin. The private entity 
also borrows to survive. What 
mat te r s  mos t  i s  the  deb t 
quantum (whatever that means), 
and debt usage as well as a result 
of  the shortage of  income 
generation. 

“When you compare the 
income and expenditure and it 
(being the debt, one presumes), 
is efficiently used, it is part of  
government's responsibility. But 
where the fear is (in) when it is 

above the threshold.” 
If  you too feel lost with the 

CBN Gover nor ' s  seeming 
d i s o r i e n t e d ,  d i s j o i n t e d , 
explanations, you may choose to 
consider the timely alarm raised 
by another Godwin, Edo State 
G ove r n o r  O b a s e k i ,  w h o 
r e c e n t l y  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 
government had to print more 
money for the Federal Accounts 
Allocation Committee to meet 
its obligations to fund state 
governments in March 2021. 

Excerpts from his statement 
say: “We are in… huge financial 
trouble. The oil companies, who 
are the ones producing, are no 
longer investing in oil… So, in 
another year or so, where will we 
find this money that we go to 
share in Abuja? When we got to 
FAAC in March (2021) the 
Federal Government printed an 
additional N50 to N60 billion to 
top-up for us to share.” 

While some faceless CBN 
staffers deny the claim by 
Governor Obaseki, former 
President of  the Chartered 
Institute of  Bankers of  Nigeria, 
Okechukwu Unegbu, warns 
that printing of  money to 
augment doles from the FAAC 
is not in the interest of  the 
country. Enough said. 

The de-industrialisation still 
be ing exper ienced by the 
Nigerian economy, due to 
infrastructure deficit, wrong-
headed macroeconomic policies 

and legal framework that does 
not quite lead to the ease of  
doing business, despite spirited 
efforts by the office of  Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo, has 
led to capital flight and slowing 
of  Foreign Direct Investment. 

The nationwide insecurity 
f u r t h e r  c o m p o u n d s  t h e 
situation. Note the insurgents in 
the North-East, and bandits, 
whom Sheikh Ahmad Gumi 
says should not be referred to as 
criminals, in the North-West.

R e m e m b e r  a l s o ,  t h e 
predatory herdsmen in the 
North-Central, militants, whose 
activities seem to have abated 
somewhat, in the South-South, 
and the combination of  Internet 
fraudsters and ritual killers in the 
South-West. These send shivers 
down the spines of  unarmed 
law-abiding citizens. 

I t  i s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e 
s h a m e l e s s 
Care take r/Ext raord ina r y 
C o n v e n t i o n  P l a n n i n g 
Committee of  the witless ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
pol i t i ca l  par ty  found the 
temerity “to commend the 
President (Major General) 
Muhammadu Buhari (retd) for 
the (ineffective) counteractions 
against the spate of  insecurity in 
some parts of  the country and 
(so therefore), pass a vote of  
confidence in Mr. President.” 

Anyway,  the  fo r um o f  
governors of  the opposition 
People's Democratic Party, not 
exactly better, Siamese twin of  
the APC, one might say, has 
“noted and condemned the 
alarming drift of  Nigeria, 
which, if  allowed to continue 
will make Nigeria a failed 
state…” 

They add: “Security of  lives 
and property of  Nigerians is no 
longer guaranteed under the 
present government as a result 
of  leadership incompetence and 
mismanagement of  the nation's 
affairs.” 

If  you wonder how Nigeria 
got to this sorry pass, you should 
look  no  fur ther  than  the 
constricting constitutional 
framework that forms the 
grundnorm of  this  nearly 
woebegun nation. Both political 
and economic initiatives have 
been over-centralised in a 
federal polity that has been led, 
in the most part, by malevolent 
incompetents. 

The fate of  Nigerians is tied 
to the whims and tomfoolery of  
misfits, with no love for Nigeria. 
It is looking as if  some people 
just love the fact that other 
Nigerians have sunk into the 
poverty bind that is difficult to 
escape.

Nigeria's economy has gone down

Emefiele, CBN Governor

By Lekan Sote
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Imo gets first digital rice mill in Mgbidi

iva World Trading DServices, makers of  
Diva Rice has set up a 

30-ton digital rice mill in 
Mgbidi, headquarters of  Oru 
West Local Government Area, 
Imo State.

Mrs. Ifeyinwa Nnanna 
Mba, chief  executive officer 
(CEO) of  the firm, said the 
mill, first of  its kind in Imo 
state, will help make the 
count r y  and  the  r eg ion 
sufficient in rice production, as 
well as create jobs. 

The CEO of  Diva said she is 
well  experienced in r ice 
business, as she has been into 
the business for many years.

S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e r 
motivation to set up the digital 
mill in Mgbidi, Imo State 
came because majority of  
South East rice dealers go 
beyond the region to get 
products to sell. 

Mba said that the coming of  
the 30 tons diva digital rice 
mill, rice farmers within the 
region now have available 
market waiting for their rice 
paddies.

She also stressed that plans 
for the expansion of  the 
production capacity of  the mill 
are already in place, as more 
necessary equipment will be 
brought in.

In her words, "We've been 
into the rice business since 
2019 when the president 
stopped importation of  rice 
into the country. We started 
our milling from Benue State. 
We rented a mill in Benue 
State and we mill there. 

"So,  las t  year,  2020 I 
thought of  setting up my own 
digital mill because the other 
one was rented and it wasn't 
digital. So, I went home 
bought some lad and started 
the construction of  the mile 
that's almost ready now. 

"We've finished with the 
first stage of  mile which is the 
main mill and administrative 
office. Now we're starting the 
paddy storage session. 

"The raw material for our 
rice is paddy, so getting the 
paddy storage session ready is 
part of  the mile. Our mill is a 
30 tons milling factory. 

"That gives us 25,000kg of  
rice daily. It was a five tons 
daily, digital boiler, it also has 
five tons rice dryer.

"We're very much open for 
business in the South East. If  
anybody wants  h i s  own 
company's branded rice, they 
can simply get their branded 
bags, come to us, we'll simply 

deliver without problems. The 
person must not sell Diva 
Rice."

The Diva CEO explained 
that the mill sources its raw 
m a t e r i a l s ,  r i c e  p a d d i e s 
(unprocessed rice) for the final 
production of  well processed 
and packaged rice from local 
farmers across the South East 
and in the North.

"We have contractors we 
buy paddies from. They move 
it down to Mgbidi now for the 

mill. We buy mostly from the 
North and Abakiliki. I've also 
heard that paddies are in 
Anambra State and we'll still 
ho there to see whom to talk 
to."

Mba further explained that 
t h e  c u r r e n t  w a v e  o f  
seriousness in local  r ice 
production is one of  the 
determinant factors in the 
location of  the mile, as it is 
important to locate the mile 
where paddies can easily be 

accessed.
"It's important to have 

places to get paddies in enough 
quantity because that's where 
it's cheaper. If  it's not where 
you can readily access it, it's 
actually expensive. 

"We tr y to avoid that 
because it may make the end 
products to be costly for 
consumers. We already have 
our paddy suppliers."

She said the Diva World 

T r a d i n g  S e r v i c e s  m i l l 

currently gets from 200 tons 

and above paddies monthly, 

mills 30 tons daily, but plans to 

i n c r e a s e  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n 

capacity in the middle of  next 

year from 50-100 tons per day.

Mba said that people of  the 

host community will form the 

major of  the mill's workers, 

with few other spaces available 

for other people from the state.

By Nonye Udumiri
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he Peoples' Democratic Party has condemned the alleged attempt by the regime of the President Muhammadu Buhari to deny Tthe printing of N60bn by the Central Bank of Nigeria at its behest. Obaseki had insisted that the N60bn was printed in March 
to support federal allocation to states. The PDP, in a statement by its National Publicity Secretary, Kola Ologbondiyan, said 

the admission by the CBN Governor, Godwin Emefiele, that the apex bank had been printing money at the bidding of government, 
had vindicated its earlier stand that the Buhari-led APC regime was allegedly characterised by deceit and falsehood. The PDP alleged 
that the Minister of Finance, Budget and National Planning, Hajiya Zainab Ahmed, was allegedly misleading Nigerians by denying 
the revelations by the Edo State Governor, Godwin Obaseki. In an instant counter attack, The Progressive Governors' Forum made 
of Governors of the All Progressives Congress has debunked claims by Governor Godwin Obaseki of Edo State that the federal 
government printed between N50 billion – N60 billion to bridge the shortfall in the distribution of federation revenues to the three 
tiers of government in March 2021, saying that the claims did not reflect the true position of things. The Forum said this in a 
statement released on Sunday in Abuja, by its Chairman, Governor Abubakar Atiku Bagudu of Kebbi State.

baseki, as a financial expert, who is not known for flippancy, must be commended for 

Ohis act of  patriotism in exposing the dire economic situation our nation has been 
plunged under the Buhari administration. “A situation where the Federal Government 

cannot articulate and implement policies favourable to wealth creation but resorting to 
borrowing and indiscriminate printing of  currency notes, only goes to further confirm that the 
Buhari administration lacks the credibility and capacity to run a nation. “Indeed, the admission 
by the CBN governor that 'Nigeria is unfortunately in a very bad situation' further justifies our 
position that the Buhari-led APC administration has wrecked the economy of  our nation. “Our 
party is worried over the huge negative impact of  indiscriminate printing of  currency which has 
led to the unprecedented rise in inflation rate to 18.17 per cent as disclosed by the Bureau of  
National Statistics on Thursday. “This situation has led to further economic hardship with 
surging prices and fallen purchasing power throwing millions of  families in distress and unable 
to afford the basic necessities of  life. “The PDP calls out President Buhari to come clean on the 
amount that has been printed so far by the CBN to finance the deficit caused by the financial 
mismanagement of  his government as well as what the funds had been used for. “Furthermore, 
for failing the full disclosure test, the PDP demands that the Minister of  Finance should 
immediately be relieved of  her position, while the President accepts responsibility for the 
indiscriminate printing of  currency in our naira. “Our party implores President Buhari to save 
our nation by allowing better hands to manage and salvage our economy before it is too late.” 
“While we do not want to join issues with the Federal Ministry of  Finance, we believe it is our 
duty to offer useful advice for the benefit of  our country. “The Minister of  Finance, Budget and 
National Planning, Mrs. Zainab Ahmed, should rally Nigerians to stem the obvious fiscal slide 
facing our country. “Rather than play the Ostrich, we urge the government to take urgent steps 
to end the current monetary rascality, so as to prevent the prevailing economic challenge from 
degenerating further. “We believe it is imperative to approach the Nigerian project with all sense 
of  responsibility and commitment and not play to the gallery because ultimately, time shall be 
the judge of  us all.”

iven the significance of  the statement from a sitting governor and the possible 

Gnegative impact it has brought to the credibility of  both the federal and state 
government in managing government finances, the Forum is obliged to put a 

statement out. at first, the impression it got was that it was an off  the cuff  remark made in a 
private meeting, but “we were, however, shocked to see yet another response from our 
colleague to the rebuttal by the Finance minister insisting that the March 2021 FAAC was 
augmented via the printing of  money. “To set the records clear and to the best of  our 
knowledge, the total distributable statutory revenue for the month of  March 2021 was 
N596.94 billion. Due to the shortfall in gross statutory revenues by N43.34 billion 
compared to the previous month, an augmentation was made in the sum of  N8.65 billion 
from the Forex Equalization Fund Account, which brought the total distributable revenue 
to N605.59 billion. As a trained Economist who has been a Governor since 2016, Mr. 
Obaseki is aware of  all the support states have received from President Buhari in coping 
with the shocks that have resulted from the Covid-19 pandemic and resulting economic 
recession.  “Not only have we received budget support, bail out support to meet salary 
obligations and infrastructure refunds to all states, this was implemented in the overall 
public interest without discrimination on the basis of  party affiliation. This is why it's 
unfortunate and disingenuous to allege preferential treatment of  APC states when PDP 
governed states are even greater beneficiaries of  all the support,” “This unfortunate and 
inaccurate assertion by Governor Obaseki becomes even more worrisome when 
juxtaposed with the official statement released after the meeting of  PDP Governors last 
week, calling for restructuring and greater devolution of  powers to the States. It would 
appear that matters that require the collective resolve of  all leaders are now being turned 
into purely partisan, point scoring claims.  The PGF said while the right to criticize and 
hold alternative views is acknowledged, “all state governments have been equitably treated 
by both the Federal Government and national institutions, particularly the CBN.

By Anthony Ogbekile

APC sweeps away accusation with broom,
PDP covers Obaseki with umbrella 

Account for printed funds, sack
Finance Minister –PDP

Obaseki a liar who has benefitted
from FG's FAAC, Covid-19 allocations
– APC

PDP National Publicity Secretary, Kola Ologbondiyan APC governor’s forum Chairman, Abubakar BaguduAPC governor’s forum Chairman, Abubakar BaguduAPC governor’s forum Chairman, Abubakar Bagudu

N60bn currency printing allegation 
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SPORTS
uper Eagles forward Paul 

SOnuachu on Saturday 
night finished the regular 

league season as Goal King of  
Belgium topflight with 29 
goals after netting a brace for 
Genk in a five-goal thriller at 
closest rivals Royal Antwerp.

o a l k e e p e r  Jo a q u i n 

GPucheta was shown a 
red card in Ecuador's 

Serie A for urinating behind his 
goal as his team Macara beat last-
place Orense, 1-0, according to 

Bo x e r  T y s o n  F u r y  i s 
sparring with a convicted 
killer ahead of  his summer 

showdown with Anthony Joshua.
The Gypsy King, 32, is being 

put through his paces by disgraced 
fellow boxer Ty Mitchell.

Mitchell, 30, was jailed for 
seven years for manslaughter after 
he killed University student, 
Jagdip Randhawa, 19, with a 
single punch in October 2011.

He was freed in 2016 and is on 
license until December.

But last week he posted 
footage of  him and Fury 
sparring in Morecambe, 
Lancs, with the caption: “We 
love a tear up.”

His boxing coach dad, 
C l i f t o n  M i t c h e l l ,  h a s 
previously said his son's fatal 
punch was a “freak accident” 
– adding: “He is not a 
hooligan; he was just a kid 
when it happened…boxing is 
his only trade.

“ M y  s o n  w i l l  f i g h t 
again.”

He will remain on license 
until December this year.

The family of  his victim, 
of  Hounslow, West London, 
declined to comment.

But they have previously 
slammed Mitchell's return to 
b ox i n g  a n d  w a n t  h i m 
permanently banned.

ollowing the crises rocking Fthe Ebonyi State chapter of  
t h e  S p o r t s  W r i t e r s 

Association of  Nigeria (SWAN), 
N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Association  Sir. Honor Sirawo has 
sacked the Interim Committee 
headed by Mr. Ajah Okike and 
appointed  a  new Caretaker 
Committee.

Secretary of  the Association, 
Jude  Opara  announced  the 
dissolution of  the committee in a 
letter to Mr Ajah dated April 16, 
2021.

According to the letter, Sirawo 
also announced the suspension of  
e lect ions into the executive 
committee of  the state chapter.

It said:"Following unpleasant 

reports emanating from Ebonyi 
state chapter of  SWAN deemed to 
be bringing the Association to 
disrepute, the President, Sir. Honor 
Sirawo in exercise of  his statutory 
powers has suspended the planned 
e lec t ion into  the  Execut ive 
Committee of  the state chapter".

The National President further 
appointed  a  new Caretaker 
Committee to be headed by Mr. 
Emmanuel Nnaji of  Blaze FM.

Sirawo said the Committee is to 
ensure peace and development of  
the Association in the state.

He also charged them to conduct 
a peaceful and orderly election into 
the state Executive Committee.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t , 
according to the letter said the 
committee will manage the affairs 
of  the State chapter for the next 
three months.

a y e r n  M u n i c h ' s Bm a n a g e m e n t  o n 
S u n d ay  vo i c e d  i t s 

disapproval at coach Hansi 
Flick for disclosing that he is 
seeking to quit his contract by 
the end of  the season – well 
before it expires in 2023. 

The club's board said Flick 
informed it of  his plans on 
Saturday but both sides had 
agreed to focus on this week's 
games, against Leverkusen on 
Tuesday and then at Mainz on 
April 24, “so as not to disrupt 
the full concentration of  the 
entire club”. 

“FC Bayern disapproves of  
the one-sided communication 
by Hansi Flick that has now 
taken place and will continue 
the talks as agreed after the 
match in Mainz,” the club 
added in a terse statement. 

Flick, who has led Bayern 
to six trophies over the last 12 
months,  made the shock 
revelation on Saturday after the 
club's 3-2 win over Wolfsburg 
put them seven points clear at 
the top of  the Bundesliga. 

The 56-year -o ld,  who 
steered Bayern to last season's 
treble which included the 
Champions League title, told 
the squad before making the 
news public. 

“I told the team that I 
informed the club during the 
week that I want out of  my 
contract at the end of  the 
season,” Flick said, adding that 
his future plans were unclear.

But with Joachim Loew 
stepping down as coach of  
Germany after the Euro 2020 
finals this summer, Flick is 
emerging as an obvious choice 
to replace him. 

Flick was Loew's assistant 
coach when Germany won the 
2014 World Cup title in Brazil. 

The chance to succeed 
Loew and take charge of  the 
national team is an “option 
that anyone would have to 
consider”, Flick later told 
broadcaster ARD. 

However, he insisted his 
decision to quit Bayern was 
“independent of  the German 
FA. I've simply decided that for 
myself.” 

local media.
“Joaquin Pucheta,  went 

behind the advertising boards 
and urinated while the ball was in 
the opposition half. At that point, 
Orense players and management 

complained to referee Roberto 
Sanchez, who ended up giving 
the goalkeeper a straight red 
c a r d ,”  o n l i n e  n e w s p a p e r 
Primicias reported. 

Television footage captured 
o n l y  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  t h e 
Argentine's dismissal in second-
half  stoppage time.

“The goalkeeper was sent off  
for unsporting behaviour,” 
newspaper El Comercio reported 
in its online edition. 

M i d f i e l d e r  S e g u n d o 
Portocarrero, who had scored his 
team's winner, took over in goal 
for the dying seconds of  the 
match. 

Pucheta faces a suspension of  
three to six months under 
Ecuadorian league rules.

T h e  2 6 - ye a r - o l d  t h u s 
emerged the third Nigerian to 
top the goals chart in Belgium 
after Tosin Dosunmu and 
Joseph Akpala.

T h i s  r e c o r d  w a s  a 
remarkable improvement from 

the nine goals he scored last 
campaign.

Onuachu broke the dealock 
after just 22 minutes in the 
clash between second and 
third-placed teams in the 
Belgian topflight.

Onuachu emerges Goal King in
Belgian topflight with 29 goals

Goalkeeper sent off in Ecuador
for urinating

Bayern Munich
'disapprove' Flick's
quit notice

Fury sparring with convicted killer
ahead of Joshua showdown 

OnuachuOnuachuOnuachu

FuryFuryFury MitchellMitchellMitchell

FlickFlickFlick

Ebonyi SWAN crisis: Sirawo
appoints new interim committee
From David Eze,
Abakaliki
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SPORTS
d d i e  N k e t i a h 

Ed e l i v e r e d  a 
hammer blow to 

Fulham's bid for Premier 

League survival as the 

Arsenal striker's last-

gasp goal rescued a 1-1 

draw at the Emirates 

Stadium on Sunday. 
Mikel Arteta's side 

were seconds away from 

a first ever home defeat 

against Fulham as they 

l a b o u r e d  t o  f i n d  a 

response to Josh Maja's 

second half  penalty. 
But Nketiah pushed 

F u l h a m  c l o s e r  t o 

relegation deep into 

stoppage-time when he 

tapped  in  a f t e r  the 

visitors failed to clear a 

corner. 
It was a major setback 

f o r  t h i r d  b o t t o m 

Fulham, who are six 

points behind fourth 

bottom Burnley and fifth 

bottom Brighton with 

just five games left. 
B u r n l e y  v i s i t 

Manchester United later 

on Sunday and Brighton 

travel to Chelsea on 

Tuesday. 
Burnley and Brighton 

will still have a game in 

hand on the Cottagers 

after those matches. 
After losing their 

previous four matches, 

le Gunnar Solskjaer 

Obelieves Manchester 
United can still pull 

elechi Iheanacho 

Klast night fired 
Leicester City to 

the England FA Cup Final 
for the first time in 52 
years. Iheanacho finished 
off  a pass by Jamie Vardy 
in the 55th minute after 
the second time of  asking 
against Southampton. It 
was his fourth goal in the 
g l a m o r o u s  c u p 
competition. He has now 
scored 15 goals in all 
competitions this season, 
making him the highest 
goal scorer for Leicester 
this season. Leicester City 
will now battle Chelsea on 
May 15 in the FA Cup 
Final at Wembley. 'The 
Foxes' have never won the 
cup competition.

off  a title miracle.
And Solskjaer has not 

given up hope that noisy 

neighbours City can be reeled 
in  dur ing  the  f ina l  s ix 
matches.

U n i t e d  m a n a g e r 
Solskjaer said: “Can we catch 
City? Stranger things have 
happened in football. Bigger 
leads have been given away.

“They have been strong 

he Premier League's Tofficial Hall of  Fame 
will kick off  today, 

Monday.
According to Skysport, the 

first two inductees will be 

a n n o u n c e d  o n  M o n d a y 

a l o n g s i d e  a  s h o r t l i s t  o f  

additional nominees which fans 

will be able to vote for future 

inclusion.
The event was set to launch 

in February 2020 but was 

disrupted by the outbreak of  the 

COVID-19 pandemic.
The Hall of  Fame will 

recognise and celebrate the 

exceptional skill and talent of  

those who have graced the 

Premier  League s ince i ts 

inception in 1992.
To be eligible for the Premier 

League Hall of  Fame this year, 

players must have been retired 

as of  August 2020 and only a 

player's Premier League career 

is considered in his candidacy.
“Since 1992, the Premier 

League has been home to 

world-class players who have 

de f ined  gene ra t ions  a nd 

provided us with compelling 

football season after season,” 

said Richard Masters [Premier 

League C.E.O].
“A place in the Premier 

League  Ha l l  o f  Fame  i s 

reserved for the very best. It will 

be an occasion for our fans 

around the world to look back 

over the years and help us 

c e l e b r a t e  s o m e  t r u l y 

exceptional playing careers.”
Each inductee will receive a 

p e r s o n a l i s e d  m e d a l l i o n , 

engraved with the year of  their 

induction.

and it's probably too much to 
hope and ask for. But as long 
as we do our job then that's 
the main thing.”

There is evidence to 
suggest his aims are not a 
flight of  fancy.

In both the 1997-98 and 
2011-12 seasons, the Red 
Devils blew eight-point leads 
to lose the title to Arsenal and 
City respectively.

igeria's Joe Aribo 

Nw a s  a n 
influential force 

in the midfield as Rangers 
crushed Celtic 2-0 at the 
Ibrox Stadium in the 
four th  round  o f  the 
Scottish FA Cup.

Aribo featured from 
start to finish as a Steven 
Davis effort, and a Jonjoe 
Kenny own goal helped 
the Light Blues eliminate 
the  Hoops  f rom the 
competition, in what is 
the earliest stage the 
d e t h r o n e d  l e a g u e 
champions have been 
knocked out since the 
2005-06 season.

John Kennedy's men 
had prepared for this 
battle in the best possible 
way – with a 6-0 thrashing 
of  Livingston a few days 

ago.
But Rangers showed 

no sign of  lifting their foot 
off  the throttle as Steven 
Gerrard's men, weeks 
after stunningly securing 
the league title, now look 
the favourite to add the 
cup.

Fulham were on course 

to mark Scott Parker's 

100th match in charge 

with a memorable scalp. 
Instead, they slipped 

closer to an immediate 

r e t u r n  t o  t h e 

Championship. 
“I'm disappointed 

and gutted,” Parker said. 

“I've just seen their goal 

back. Rob Holding looks 

offside to me. That's 

what's disappointing. 
“We were so close so 

it's been painful. As 

disappointed as I am 

now and the team are 

we'll wake up tomorrow 

and we will fight again.” 
Ninth placed Arsenal 

are nine points adrift of  

the top four and their 

best hope of  reaching 

n e x t  s e a s o n ' s 

Champions League is 

winning the Europa 

League. 
Arteta's men face 

Villarreal in the semi-

finals after cruising to a 

4-0 victory at Slavia 

Prague in the quarter-

f inal  second leg  on 

Thursday. 
“We have to just focus 

on the boys playing away 

in Europe and arriving 

here with the desire to go 

all the way to the end,” 

Arteta said.

Maja scores as
Arsenal draw
Fulham 

Solskjaer insists Man Utd can still win
miracle Premier League title

EPL launches 'Hall of
Fame' on Monday

Aribo stars as Rangers
beat Celtic in topflight
clash

Maja scoring from the spot in the draw at the EmiratesMaja scoring from the spot in the draw at the EmiratesMaja scoring from the spot in the draw at the Emirates

Solskjaer

IheanachoIheanachoIheanacho AriboAriboAribo

Red-hot Iheanacho fires
Leicester City to first FA
Cup Final in 52 years
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hard earned tax payers' money to 
publish his cleared workers, and the 
others he declared as ghosts who 
fraudulently entered the system. 
Funny as it is some of  these workers 
have spent over 25 years in service 
and have scaled through many 
series of  screening under the 
previous governments.

These workers bore their pains 
for so long and after series of  
fruitless documentations and 
screening they took their destiny in 
the i r  hands  and  las t  month 
confronted Uzodimma in a protest 
action at his government house. The 
governor we learnt voted with his 
legs through the back door as he lost 
courage to confront the workers he 
labeled ghosts. It became real to him 
that he owed real workers.

It was like wise counsel prevailed 
over the governor as he made a volte 
face to honour his obligations to the 
workers by one month. It was 
exciting to the teachers at Ikenegbu 
Primary School when two of  the 
affected teachers owed over 12 
months salary got their one month 
pay. It was celebration galore as they 

ow that Gov Hope 

NU z o d i m m a  h a s 
started to pay over 

14,000 workers he declared as 
ghost workers, how should we 
react  to him? Should we 
applaud him or disparage? In 
the opinion of  many the 
sudden stoppage of  salary 
payment by Imo government to 
thousands of  its workers which 
it declared ghosts is a clear 
aberration and height of  
wickedness.

Recall that shortly after 
assuming office Uzodimma 
promised to be paying salaries 
and pensions  ever y 25th 
monthly but that promise is 
only observed in breach since 
then. He embarked on fresh 
screening of  workers following 
which he claimed he is now 
saving 2bn naira monthly from 
ghost workers. From March 
2020 till a few days back over 
14,000 Imo civil servants were 
not paid.

After  his  ver i f icat ions 
following which he took out 

danced, raised their hands in praise 
of  God, while others joined in 
chorusing the praises. 

I was not moved one bit. While 
they celebrated they also heaped 
curses at Uzodimma who they 
likened to wicked Jezebel. I took 
pity wondering at the heartlessness 
of  politicians who had turned 
themselves to demigod determining 
who should benefit from the 
resources of  the state which they 
have earned out of  their sweat.

So many questions ran through 
my minds. Why would politicians 
deliberately chose to punish the 
people they are supposed to care 
for? At what point did 
U z o d i m m a  f i n d  t h e s e 
people genuine workers to 
be paid their salaries. How 
did he arrive at the decision 
to  dec lare  them ghost 
workers? What did he do 
with the salaries that they 
would have earned? How 
would they be compensated 
for the inconveniences that 
they have suffered so far?

Is Uzodimma aware that 

many of  them have lost relations 
and some died because of  the 
absence of  the paltry sum that 
would have kept them going 
through their challenges? How is 
that compensated for? What is the 
l e v e l  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e 
Consultants domiciled in the 
governor's charged with paying 
workers emoluments which is now 
rumuored to be another honey pot 
for fraud. Who is checking the 
activities of  the Consultants who 
are reported to be paying people 
over 600k monthly and negotiating 
for sharing of  the deal

Can Uzodimma now apologize 
to these poor workers he has owed 
and caused serious stress in the last 
one year? Can Uzodimma quantify 
the loss of  productivity Imo state 

he rains are here already Tand the few moments 
t h e  h e a v e n s  h a v e 

opened up have provided us the 
sad reminder that we will soon 
be grappling with the effects of  
bad roads. There is so much 
noise about the governor and 
roads in the state which some 
sycophants have not spared us.

Aside from the already 
marked out roads by Gov 
Emeka  Ihed ioha  a round 
Chukwuma Nwoha Street and 
a few others in the capital city 
Imo people indications appear 
are still going to suffer again 
when the rain comes on full 
steam. Even in the capital city 
some of  the residents are 
already feeling the effect. The 
Umuguma road to the local 
g o v e r n m e n t  a p p e a r s 

abandoned. Deposits of  sands 
litter the roads and wasting 
from washing away by rains and 
commuters yet no work is going 
on there for months.

It is worse with our rural 
roads that have remained in a 
state of  abandonment ever 
since and dating from the 
Okorocha era. Even the much 
hyped Craneburg Construction 
firm trumpeted to bring magic 
to both Orlu and Okigwe roads 
are nowhere to be seen. I have 
traveled so frequently in the past 
few days along Okigwe road 
with no visible presence of  the 
construction giants leaving one 
to wonder. 

It brings to memory the 
earlier jubilation that engulfed 
t h e  s t a t e  w h e n  i t  w a s 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  w o r l d 

renowned construction giants, 
Julius Berger was coming to fix 
Imo roads. It turned out a hoax 
with no explanation to Imo 
people on why their hope was 
dashed. In February some kind 
of  construction seemingly 
widening the roads from Akabo 
to somewhere around Anara 
was taking place. It never 
showed any sign of  a serious 
ac t iv i ty  going  on.  Yours 
sincerely struggled to capture 
the domicile of  the construction 
yard of  the firm but saw none.

Even activities at some of  
the roads are going on at snail 
speed, some abandoned due to 
fai lure of  gover nment to 
honour its obligation. Gov 
U z o d i m m a ,  p l e a s e  d o 
something urgently to reduce 
the burden.

h
a s 
suffe r e d 
because t h e y 
were demotivated? Labeling the 
workers with the tag of  ghosts is 
the most uncharitable thing to do 
by a government that claims to 
care and share prosperity or is it 
poverty now. 

It is a complete admission of  
failure to discredit workers as fake 
only to turn round to pay them. 
There is much more to it than the 
eyes can behold. The government 
needs to speak on this issue rather 
than sweep it away with silence. 
Imo people deserve a better deal 
than the pummeling they are 
getting from this government. 
There is need for accountability. 
The politicians are the real 
problem of  the Nigerian society 
a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  p r o p e r ly 
demonstrated in this matter. The 
situation appears worse in Imo.
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In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Now that Uzodimma has started
paying 'ghost workers'…

Rain is here, Uzodimma where
is Crane Burg on our roads?

Floodings in Ariaria Market:
Blame yourselves, not govt,
Abia govt tells traders

Nigeria's economy
has gone down
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