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YOWICAN condemns attack at prisons,
police headquarters in Owerri
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Youth Wing of  
Christian Associ-
ation of  Nigeria 

(YOWICAN), had con-
demned the Easter Mon-
day attack at Police Head-
quarters and Correctional 
Centre in Owerri, the Imo 
State capital, where pris-
oners and inmates were 
set free by gunmen.

National Chairman, 
Youth Wing of  Christian 
Association of  Nigeria, 
Hon Belusochukwu Mi-
chael Enwere, in a chat 
with media professionals, 
on Saturday, called for 
proactive security in the 
South East, particularly in 
Imo State.

YOWICAN, therefore, 
advised federal and states 
governments to ensure 
that security apparatus in 
the country especially in 
the South East are well 
equipped, well paid to en-
able them to curtail or re-

duce insecurity.
Belusochukwu also 

called on government to 
urgently address issues 
that lead to insecurity by 
providing employment, 
create economic oppor-
tunities, engage youths 
and women on meaning-
ful skills training such as 
welding, barbing, sewing, 
ICT and empower them 
accordingly, including 
awarding scholarships in 
both home and overseas 
to youths and students, 
provide infrastructure to 
all existing communities 
to spur people to produc-
tivity, give loan or grants 
to devoted farmers to en-
courage production of  
sufficient food, as well as 
provide quality and af-
fordable education.

YOWICAN regretted 
that Fulani herders are 
terrorizing peaceful farm-
ers in their farms and at 
home hence rising inse-
curity, food insufficien-

Anambra 
monarch bans 
funeral activities
over cult members
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

The traditional ruler of  
Okija in Ihiala north lo-

cal government area of  An-
ambra state has banned fu-
neral ceremony of  anybody 
or persons suspected to be-
long in any cult group. 

News Echo reports that the 
community including the 
Igwe and his cabinet mem-
bers have seen the strategy 
as a positive step to bring to 
barest minimum cultism and 
its related activities in the 
community including neigh-
bouring axis.

Igwe Emeka Okezie, stated 
this in a press conference re-
cently.

In the presence of  his cabi-
net chiefs, the monarch said 
the decision was as a result 
of  recent developments in 
the community, which saw to 
the killing of  some youths in 
cult-related clashes, which, 
according to him, would not 
be allowed to continue.

From Karen James,
Nnewi

N
igeria’s Chief  of  
Defence Staff, Gen-
eral Lucky Irabor 

has said that the military 
will go against kidnappers, 
bandits, cultists, and all 
criminals operating in Ni-
geria and Anambra in par-
ticular.

We will go against criminals 
in Anambra - Chief  of  Defence Staff

General Irabor stated this 
when he called on Anam-
bra state Governor, Chief  
Willie Obiano, at his Agul-
eri country home.

Speaking immediately 
after a closed door meeting 
with the Governor, Gener-
al Irabor revealed that his 
visit is to exchange views 
and compare notes with the 
Governor over the unfold-

ing scenario within the se-
curity environment in An-
ambra state, pointing out 
that information have been 
exchanged.

The General who is the 
highest ranking military of-

ficer of  the Nigerian Armed 
Forces assured that the mil-
itary will synergize with 
other security agencies to 
restore peace in the State, 
while warning criminals 
against indulging in crimi-
nal activities in Anambra.

cy, hunger and suffering, 
calling on government to 
stop the terror of  Fulani 
herders by encouraging 
them to rear their herds in 
secluded environments in 
order to reduce insecurity 
and hunger.

While extolling Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma for 
achieving great feat on 
quality road construction, 
reconstruction and reha-
bilitation in the state, Be-
lusochukwu encouraged 
the governor to continue 
to exemplify and solid-
ify good governance to 
recover the state so that 
citizens will share in the 
administration’s prosperi-
ty and goodies for peace, 
comfort and security to 
reign, saying “Imo State 
is a work in progress and 
must prevail. We thank 
His Excellency for the 
passion he has for good 
governance and youth 
empowerment”.

The association, howev-

UK High Commission encourages 
genocides in Essien-Udim,
Konshisha - IPOB
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

T
he indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra (IPOB) 
has said that Catri-

ona Laing, the UK High 
Commissioner in Abuja is 
encouraging the genocid-
al slaughter of  innocent 
villagers in Biafran terri-
tories under the guise of  
searching for gunmen.

IPOB said that the on-
going aerial bombardment 
in Essien-Udim LGA of  
Akwa-Ibom State and 
Konshisha LGA of  Benue 
State is a clear indication 
that the Nigerian military 
has become a Fulani in-
strument that kills citizens 
recklessly.

The Pro-Biafra group 

said that it is unfortu-
nate that Catriona Laing, 
whom it described as a 
“Neo-colonial ruler” of  
Nigeria cannot advice her 
Fulani puppets to use Ni-
geria Air-force jets against 
terrorists and bandits who 
are slaughtering Nigerian 
soldiers in Fulani con-
trolled Northern Nigeria.

Comrade Emma Power-
ful, IPOB spokesman said 
that Nigeria military has 
been using their aircraft 
leased from Pakistan and 
with the support of  Unit-
ed Kingdom mission to 
Nigeria, to bomb the peo-
ple of  Essien-Udim in Ak-
wa-Ibom as well as lower 
Benue.

He said the Nigerian 
government is perpetrat-
ing the act under the guise 

that they are fighting gun-
men purportedly hiding 
in the area, stressing that 
the army is doing the job 
Fulani government asked 
them to do.

Powerful said the situ-
ation has again exposed 
the hypocrisy of  the Fu-
lani controlled Nigeria 
military and their backers 
within the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office in 
London. 

He pointed out that In 
February, the people of  
Orlu in Imo State wit-
nessed how the military 
massacred their people us-
ing the same aircrafts sup-
plied by western allies to 
aid the fight against Boko 
Haram and other forms of  
Fulani terrorism. 

“Now it’s Essien-Udim 

in Akwa-Ibom. But an 
Islamic cleric has been 
dinning and wining with 
terrorists, taking pictures 
with them, yet the dou-
ble-faced Nigeria military 
and Catriona Laing our 
colonial mistress cannot 
use the same aircraft to 
trace and bomb the loca-
tion of  these Fulani mur-
derers. 

“How can a responsible 
military use helicopter 
gunboats and military jets 
against ordinary citizens? 
Boko Haram, Miyetti Al-
lah and other Fulani ter-
rorist groups have been 
killing soldiers and police 
in the North East and 
North West without sol-
diers using deadly force 
on nearest civilian settle-
ments or using military 
jets to terrorize innocent 
citizens. 

“The indigenous people 
of  Essien-Udim LGA in 
Akwa-Ibom Biafraland, 
must remain strong in this 
collective quest for free-
dom. What the military 
is doing is a pathetic at-
tempt to intimidate them 
to submission. They must 
remain resolute.

Property worth millions of 
naira lost to fire in Onitsha
From Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Onitsha dispos-
al cups and plates 
factory warehouse 

got fire, along hero road 
Onitsha head bridge, de-
stroying goods worth mil-
lion of  naira.

According to an eyewit-
ness, he noted that the fire 
outbreak started from the 
warehouse, and it affect-
ed some part of  the com-
pany raw materials which 
is used for production of  
the disposals products.

The information got to 
the Police Operatives and 

they rushed to the scene, 
cordoned off  the area to 
prevent looting by hood-
lums who can take advan-
tage of  the situation. 

Meanwhile, the Fire 
Service was contact-
ed and they responded 
promptly. There was no 
lost of  life or injuries re-
ported.

The Commissioner of  
Police (CP), Monday 
Bala Kuryas, has ordered 
discreet Investigation into 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident to 
unravel the cause of  the 
fire and ascertain the level 
of  damage.

er, urged citizens and oth-
er residents of  the state to 
throw their weights to the 
Governor and his apostles 
to enable them achieve 
success for the state.

From Chukwidi Chidiebere,
Port Harcourt 

At least one person has 
been confirmed killed, while 
several buildings were razed 
at Umuokwa community in 
Omuma local government 
area of  Rivers State, when 
members of  two rival cult 
groups clashed at a burial 
ceremony.
Trouble was said to have 
started, when members of  
a cult group confronted 

One killed, houses burnt as
cultists clash

members of  another cult 
group from another village, 
Umudike, who had accom-
panied one of  their brothers, 
to attend the burial ceremo-
ny of  his grandmother.
It was gathered that an ar-
gument ensued between 
the two groups, leading to 
a free-for-all fight, while a 
non-member of  any of  the 
cult groups, who had at-
tempted to mediate between 
the two sides, was stabbed 
to death.

ABC Transport Plc has 
witnessed a drop in its 

earnings for full-year ended 
December 31, 2020.

This is according to the 
audited group accounts for-
warded by the firm to the Ni-
gerian Stock Exchange.

The transport firm recorded 
a 16 per cent revenue increase 
of  N7.75bn for 2020 com-
pared to N6.68bn recorded 
in 2019.M ABC Transport 
recorded an operating loss of  
N70.46m for 2020, compared 
to an operating profit of  
N622m in 2019. It recorded a 
loss before tax of  N323.54m 
in 2020, as against a profit 
before tax of  N412.89m re-
corded in 2019. Similarly, 
the transport firm recorded a 
loss after tax of  N478.88m in 
2020, compared to a profit of  
N198.8m in 2019 from con-
tinuing operations.

In its financial statement, 
ABC Transport said the 
group was at risk of  losing 

ABC Transport posts
N7.75bn revenue for 2020

its earnings based on the un-
predictable exchange rates. 
The statement read, “The 
group is exposed to foreign 
exchange risk in the repatri-
ation of  funds generated in 
foreign currency on its west 
coast operations, in the trans-
fer of  funds to overseas for ve-
hicle spares, and on balances 
on its domiciliary accounts.  
“Funds generated from for-
eign operations are usually 
lodged in interest-bearing 
accounts with banks of  the 
country where they were gen-
erated and transferred to na-
ira denominated correspond-
ent banks targeting periods 
of  favourable exchange rates 
between the naira and the for-
eign currency. “Procurements 
are equally planned to ensure 
transfers to overseas suppliers 
are made in periods of  fa-
vourable exchange rates.”
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra state 
Governor, Dr. 
Willie Obiano 

has praised the Medical 
Director, Apex Mul-
ti Specialty Hospital, 
Awka, Professor Uchen-
na Nwosu and Board of  
Directors for listening to 
the state government’s 
clarion call on think-
home philosophy.

The governor gave the 
compliments through 
the State Head of  Ser-
vice, Barrister Harry 
Udu, during the com-
missioning of  Neurosur-
gery and Intensive Care 
Units of   the hospital in 

Obiano applauds apex hospital over
neurosurgery, intensive care units  

Awka.
According to Gover-

nor Obiano, Anambra 
citizens are now keying 
into the Akuluo Uno call 
by establishing their busi-
nesses in the state while 
noting that the units will 
complement what his 
administration has put 
in place, such as the Ox-
ygen Plant at Amaku, 
Awka, Anambra Health 
Insurance Scheme, 
among other measures 
to improve health con-
ditions of  the people of  
Anambra.

Speaking earlier dur-
ing the inauguration, the 
Medical Director of  Apex 
Multi Specialty Hospi-
tal, Mr. Nwosu, who is 

a Professor of  Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology, noted 
that with the addition 
of  Neurosurgery and In-
tensive Care Units to the 
hospital, citizens of  An-
ambra State and beyond 
who need close attention 
following severe illness-
es and unconsciousness 
can now get a chance for 
life, while victims of  ma-
jor brain and spinal cord 
injuries can now avail 
themselves of  the much 
needed services of  neuro-
surgeons at various units 
of  the hospital.

Nwosu thanked Gover-
nor Obiano for the vision 
of  establishing an oxygen 
plant in the state, noting 
that the oxygen plant will 

ensure supply of  life sav-
ing oxygen to every hos-
pital bed at all times.

Chairman of  the occa-
sion, and first Executive 
Governor of  Anambra 

State, Chief  Pius Ezeife, 
said the akuluo uno initi-
ative by the benefactor is 
now a gesture to reckon 
with, and has triggered 
development of  quality 

rural healthcare delivery 
and health education, 
which are now available 
at Apex Multi Specialty 
Hospital, Awka.

Oboama community wants lawmaker
to tackle erosion, flooding
By Ikenna Orioha

O
boama autono-
mous communi-
ty of  Ezinihitte 

Mbaise Local Government 
Area of  Imo State, wants 
the member representing 
Ahiazu/Ezinihitte Mbaise 
Federal Constituency in 
the House of  Represent-
atives, Rt. Hon. Emeka 
Chinedu to assist the com-
munity to tackle menace 
of  erosion and flooding as 
well as build infrastructure 
such as road, functional 
healthcare center among 
others to encourage pro-
ductivity and good health 
of  the people.

Speaking during the 
grand reception organized 
in honor of  the lawmak-
er held at the Queen of  
Peace Catholic Church 
Parish, Oboama last week,  
High Chief  Adol Enyioha  
noted that, “we want our 

Federal House Member 
to help us tackle the nag-
ging issues of  flooding 
and erosion, build a func-
tional healthcare center , 
construct good roads 
among others, adding that 
they appreciated him for 
his passionate interest in 
making the constituency 
a better place through the 
provision of  basic infra-
structure even as we need 
more “.

Thanking God for mak-
ing the day a reality, Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Chinedu, 
commended his constitu-
ents for their support and 
the love accorded him, 
promising not to disap-
point them. 

Chinedu enjoined the 
people to continue to have 
patience with him, as he 
maintained that better 
days lie ahead and thereby 
solicited for more support 
in the next election.

Group tasks Ortom to stop Ezza
warlords from using Benue
border to attack Effium
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

A 
group under the 
aegis of  Effium 
Indigenous  Van -

guard has called on the 
Benue state Governor, 
Samuel Ortom to urgent-

ly take drastic measures 
to stop Ezza fighters from 
using their border routes 
to attack Effium natives 
in Ohaukwu Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Ebonyi 
State.

Recall that there has 
been lingering communal 
crisis between Ezza-Ef-
fium and Effium people 
since January this year, 
which resulted in the 
death of   many persons 
and destruction of  prop-
erties worth millions of  
naira.

At a press briefing in 
Abakaliki, the state cap-
ital, Chairman of  the 
group, Godwin Ogaba 
and Secretary, Samp-
son Isih, accused Ezza 
people of  violating the 
peace process and cease-
fire order by Ebonyi state 
government in the lin-
gering war alleging that 
the Ezzas were attacking 
Lebadegum and Ofuke in 
Akparata axis of  Effium.

The statement reads, “It 
should be noted that the 

Ezzas have continued to 
violate every single peace 
agreement and ceasefire 
orders by the govern-
ment even as at the time 
of  this press release Ezza 
fighters are currently at-
tacking Lebadegum and 
Ofuke in Akparata axis.

“We use this press re-
lease to appeal to Benue 
state government to com-
plement the effort of  Eb-
onyi state government in 
nipping this crisis in the 
bud by urgently taking 
drastic measures to stop 
Ezza fighters from using 
the border routes to come 
and attack Effium natives 
as the Ezza fighters who 
attacked Lebadeg/Ofule 
villages of  Effium are be-
lieved to have come from 
Benue/Ebonyi bounda-
ry. This is important as 
it will stop another inter 
state war.
“Recently, these attacks 
by Ezzas have graduated 
from the use of  AK-47 
and AK- 49 to the use 
of  improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs). The Effi-
um natives have suffered 
so many casualties with 
over one thousand hulled 
and over two thousand 
houses burnt with prop-
erties worth billions of  
naira destroyed.”
The group however com-
mended Governor Uma-
hi’s effort to restore peace 
to the area saying that 
the deployment of  the 
troops and other security 
personnel to the troubled 
community has resulted 
to relative calm in the last 
couple of  days.
“We want to thank His 
Excellency the governor 
of  Ebonyi state, Engineer 
David Nweze Umahi 
for his continuous effort 
to nip the crisis in the 
bud with the recent de-
ployment of  more army 
troops and other security 
personnel to the troubled 
led community which 
has resulted to a relative-
ly calm in the last couple 
of  days”.

Bishops decry
killings, social
injustice in
Nigeria
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The Pentecostal Bishops 
Association, Anambra 

State branch, has decried 
wanton killings and destruc-
tions in various parts of  the 
country, calling on the Fed-
eral government to nip the 
ugly trend in the bud to save 
the nation from sliding into 
anarchy.

The Association also con-
demned social injustices and 
inequalities in governance, 
which it identified as contrib-
utory factors to tensions and 
agitations brewing across the 
federation. In a communiqué 
presented at the end of  its 
meeting in Awka, on Satur-
day, the Association, while 
advising youths to be patient 
in their agitations, urged gov-
ernment to take urgent steps 
to address issues affecting 
youths in the society.

Bishop’s Association of Nigeria, Anambra State branch, during their meeting in Awka, over the weekend.

Anambra guber: Maduka, PDP set
to take over Govt House, Awka

r o n t l i n e  P e o p l e s FDemocratic Party, PDP 
governorship aspirant, 

Dr Godwin Maduka, has 
again showcased his readiness 
to lead his party to take over 
Government House, Awka, in 
the forthcoming Anambra 
State governorship election.

Maduka las t  Fr iday, 
submitted his Nomination 
and Expression of  Interest 
F o r m ,  a t  t h e  p a r t y ' s 
secretariat, a move which led 
to thunderous ovation and 
gyration from loyal party 
faithful and his multitude of  
s u p p o r t e r s .  T h e  P D P 
secretariat became a beehive 
of  activities, as party members 
and Maduka's supporters 
were ecstatic; chanting victory 
songs, when the respected U.S 
based medical guru submitted 
his form.

M a j o r i t y  o f  p a r t y 
supporters, who spoke to our 
correspondent on Maduka's 
aspiration, said he is the right 
candidate that will lead the 
PDP to win the November 26, 
2021 governorship election in 
the State.  

They contend that he 
posses the character, the 
capacity and exposure to lead 
the PDP to victory in the 

governorship contest, with the 
aid of  the vast and massive 
political tentacles of  the party 
across the State.

“He is  our  f ront l ine 
governorship aspirant. He has 
the charisma and all it takes to 
win the governorship election 
for the PDP, and retrieve for 
the people of  the state their 
mandate, which the present 
directionless government of  
APGA has taken away in the 
past eight years” said Mr. 
Alfred Ojiugo, one of  the 
thousands of  party supporters 
who jubiliated when Maduka 
returned his Nomination 
Form at the party secretariat.

Maduka's govenorship 
aspiration has continued to 
elicit massive support as he 
has assured the people of  
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  o f  j o b 
opportunities,  improved 
welfare for workers, quality 
e d u c a t i o n ,  e n h a n c e d 
medicare, among others.

Maduka is adjudged a 
g r a s s r o t  m o b i l i z e r ,  a 
ph i lan throp i s t ,  a  t r ip l e 
professor of  medicine who 
has built schools, religious 
centres across the State.



iolence is bestriding the 

Vlandscape of Nigeria like a 
colossus and gradually it is 

becoming the norm. Killing has 
become an everyday thing that no 
one again bathes an eyelid. Before 
one can hardly finish agonizing over 
the bitterness of one killing which 
sometimes occurs in their numbers, 
another is heard elsewhere. Today 
Nigeria has become a killing field, 
completely  overwhelmed by 
banditry, terrorism, kidnapping, 
and cultism, ethnic cum religious 
violence among others. The once 
calm eastern region sadly has been 
dragged into the fray. Life has 
become so brutish and the purpose 
of government has lost meaning to 
the people.

What is more disturbing is that 
the perpetrators of this wickedness 
of  snuffing life untimely are 
adherents of religions that claim to 
preach peace. So much noise is made 
about God everywhere you go that 
one begins to wonder why there is 
great disrespect for God in obeying 
his injunctions of “thou shall not 
kill” Looking at the matter on how 
we have degenerated to this level 
everything seems to point to a failed 
government or poor governance 
structure orchestrated by politicians 
who are selfishly struggling to wield 
and retain power in order to achieve 
their objective of sustaining their 
stranglehold on the people.

W i t h  e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  
administration governance has 
degenerated and the value of  
government lost because a lot of 
structures including the military are 
put to wrong use. Today the soldiers 
are used to rig elections and serve as 
body guards to some politicians.  
Just like their civilian counterparts 
soldiers are pauperized and made to 
fall for the slightest crumbs that 
drop from the politicians table. The 
respect that was once accorded the 
military is lost because of their 
involvement in crime. Soldiers we 
are aware are supposed to be 
confined in the barracks and used 
basically when there is external 
aggression against the country or in 
extreme cases to quell violence in 

the country.
Sadly, they have been socialized 

into the ills of the society and have 
antagonized themselves against the 
people. Little wonder they have 
regularly been attacked in recent 
times and many killed senselessly 
even when there may be no 
justifications for it.  Numerous 
incidents abound where the soldiers 
have reportedly launched a reprisal 
attack and killing in revenge of their 
fallen colleagues. These have led to 
loss of lives of innocent citizens. 
During the EndSARS protests, a top 
local government official in 
Mbaitoli LGA of Imo State fell 
victim among others to reprisal 
killings by soldiers for the loss of 
two colleagues shot by gunmen.

It was not any different when Gov 
Hope Uzodimma invited the 
military at Orlu to intervene in the 
security breach from a group he 
called hoodlums. Orlu people 
suffered terribly having been placed 
under curfew, many lives lost and 
buildings and businesses burnt 
because soldiers were venting their 
anger on civilians who may not be 
connected with the incident.

Few days ago it was reported that 
soldiers are now on a man hunt in a 
certain Benue village where they 
lost over 11 soldiers. Loss of 
soldiers indiscriminately no doubt is 
a depletion of our military strength 
and resources. Besides, these 
soldiers have dependants and huge 
sums have been expended growing 
them on their job. News Echo 
f r ow n s  s e r i o u s l y  a t  t h e s e  
developments and wishes to call for 
a halt. Civilians should for no 
reason attack any soldier to avoid a 
r e p r i s a l  a c t i o n .  B e s i d e s ,  
government should exercise  
restraint in the manner they abuse 
use of soldiers which elicits some of 
these civilian actions. Soldiers by 
their training have been made to 
obey last commands which may be 
inimical to the interests of the 
society. We have had enough blood 
letting in this country. Without 
p e a c e  t h e r e  c a n  n e ve r  b e  
development, this we want to 
remind the authorities.
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 book in honour of  

AFirst Lady Aisha 
Buhari was launched 

in Abuja last week. 
'Aisha Buhari :  Being 

different,' was authored by 
H a j o  S a n i ,  a  s e n i o r 
administration official. 

Chief  Bola Tinubu, the 
National Leader of  the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), who chaired the 
event, took it upon himself  to 
interpret the Nigerian story. 

 “Remember there were 
those who argued that the 
constitution does not assign 
an official role to the First 
Lady,” he said.  “Because of  
Dr Aisha Buhari ,  their 
concerns have been forever 
laid to rest.” 

To begin with, it is false 
that the argument was made 
by “those”, unless he was 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  G e n e r a l 
Muhammadu Buhari.  Put 
simply, there is no office of  
t h e  F i r s t  L a d y  i n  t h e 
constitution. 

B u h a r i — w h e n  h e 
campaigned for office in 2015 
and wanted to portray the 
i m a g e  o f  a  f o c u s e d 
nationalist, driven by the 
torture of  former First Ladies 
Turai Yar'Adua and Patience 
Jonathan—accepted that 
reality and affirmed that there 
would be no such office in his 
administration. 

In Tinubu's citation on 
Thursday, he described Aisha 
as “a voice of  conscience 
calling us to be our better 
selves for the good of  the 
nation and for the betterment 
o f  t h e  w e a k e s t ,  m o s t 
vulnerable among us.” 

Personally, I do not know 
of  any such body of  work, 
and Tinubu of fe red  no 
evidence.  Still, he declared 
that Aisha has shown herself  
to be “First Lady of  Nigeria 
in title but also by virtue of  
her talent and temperament.” 

For the record, Buhari's 
resolve, if  that is what it was, 
folded in his second term 
when Aisha rejected his 
“Wife of  the President” title 
and established the “Office of  
the First Lady.” 

Buhar i ,  convenient ly 
forgetting the constitution, 
immediately appointed aides 
into that “office.” 

But if  he thought that 
peace had arrived in Aso 
Rock, he was mistaken. 
Arriving in Egypt for the 

Aswan Forum in December 
of  2019, he was informed that 
Aisha had issued a press 
statement that was critical of  
his older nephew, Mamman 
Daura, and of  presidential 
aide Garba Shehu, accusing 
them of  an illegal presidential 
directive that her office 
should not be recognised. 

In the statement, Aisha 
made her decision: “Based on 
Garba Shehu's misguided 
sense of  loyalty and inability 
to stay true and loyal to one 
person or group, i t  has 
become apparent that all trust 
has broken down between 
him and my family due to the 
many embarrassments he has 
caused the Presidency and 
the first family….We all have 
families to consider in our 
actions and therefore it is in 
the  bes t  interes t  o f  a l l 
concerned for Garba Shehu 
to take the advice of  the 
authority,  given to him 
sometimes in the first week of  
November, 2019.” 

For some reason, Garba 
did not take that “advice of  
the authority” whatever it 

was and whoever it was.  If  
anything, he appears to have 
g r ow n  i n f i n i t e ly  m o r e 
powerful since then.

So, when Tinubu cites her 
talent and temperament, 
what does that mean?  Of  her 
talent, Aisha did not write the 
b o o k  t h e  b i l l i o n a i r e s 
launched on Thursday; that 
w a s  d o n e  b y  a  s e n i o r 
administration official in the 
presidency. 

T e m p e r a m e n t , 
t e m p e s t u o u s  o r 
temperamental?  Are we 
talking about the same person 
who disappears  abroad 
mysteriously whenever she 
p l e a s e s ,  a b a n d o n i n g 
everything?  The same lady 
who only just returned from 
six months in Dubai while 
killer herdsmen ravaged the 
country from North to South 
and kidnappers made brisk 
business kidnapping children 
from their schools?

Tinubu does not appear to 
know.  Worse still, he does 
not care.  He wants to be 
president of  Nigeria in 2023, 
a project towards which, 

a p p a r e n t ly,  h e  w i l l  d o 
anything and say anything. 

Exactly two years ago on 
Twitter, President Buhari 
celebrated what we thought 
was Tinubu's 77th birthday, 
extolling him as “…National 
Leader of  our great party, the 
APC; pillar of  democracy; 
and father of  modern Lagos 
State. His best years are still 
ahead ;  I  p ray  tha t  the 
almighty God will grant him 
longer life, health and more 
wisdom to keep serving 
Nigeria.” 

It turns out, curiously, this 
year that the former Lagos 
State Governor is 10 years 
y o u n g e r !   O f  g r e a t e r 
importance, should Tinubu 
acquire  the presidency, 
Nigeria would have transited 
from a man who was thought 
to have a wonderful chance of  
success because he was 
a r r i v i n g  w i t h  g l ow i n g 
credentials, to another who 
will be known to have no 
chance of  success because of  
a questionable past. 

In response to Buhari's 
tweet at the time, I observed 

that while Tinubu may be a 
pillar of  the APC, he is not a 
pillar of  democracy, as he 
does not believe in “one man 
one vote.” 

T h i s  p o i n t  w a s 
demonstrated last year at the 
Edo State governorship 
contest  where his  mere 
appearance boosted voter 
turnout against the candidate 
he had gone to support.

Buhari called Tinubu the 
“father of  modern Lagos 
State,” an advertisement that 
led to his “Edo No Be Lagos” 
rejection.  Edo was evidence 
of  how much, outside Lagos, 
T i nu b u  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e 
proverbial bad coin. 

Yes, Tinubu is a wealthy 
man, and he is very conscious 
of  his wealth.  He once 
bragged about being richer 
than Osun State, a claim that 
n o b o d y  w h o  r e s p e c t s 
democracy will ever make.  
Neither Jeff  Bezos nor Bill 
Gates—men who pay taxes 
and whose wealth is not 
c h a l l e n g e d  b y 
anyone—claims to be richer 
than any county in the US. 

But it will be fascinating to 
see Tinubu run.  He would be 
the first man to win the 
presidency of  any country 
despite obstacles and doubts 
about who he really is, where 
he has been, what he has 
achieved, and what he owns. 

Think about it: there are 
questions about how old 
Tinubu is, where he was born, 
and where and whether he 
went to school in Nigeria and 
abroad.  The Jagaban, as he is 
called, has parlayed all of  that 
into political and economic 
“success” at home, seizing 
control  of  Lagos State, 
N i g e r i a ' s  r i c h e s t ,  a n d 
manipulating its politics and 
processes into a “Democracy 
of  One.” 

It is this Tinubu who 
wants to run Nigeria.  It is 
this Tinubu who says that the 
F i r s t  L a d y  i s  i n  t h e 
constitution. I am not saying 
the Jagaban is not capable of  
“winning” the presidency.  
After all, he can always put 
pictures of  bullion vans in 
every street corner in Nigeria. 

And then he can remake 
Nigeria in his own image, just 
as he has done Lagos.  He will 
interpret the constitution and 
economy for himself. That 
will not be laid to rest. 

(Sonala is a Punch columnist).

President-in-waiting, Bola Tinubu
By  Sonala Olumhense 

Tinubu
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he grand consensus Tby the majority of  
Nigerians is that the 

Nigerian state stands on a 
precipice. Indeed, most 
people believe that this is the 
mos t  c r i t i ca l  po in t  in 
Nigeria's political history; 
the point that we are very 
close to imminent war, or 
even final dissolution. This 
opinion is shared by both 
ordinary Nigerians whose 
v e r y  l i v e s  b e a r  t h e 
inscriptions of  the failed 
gover nance process  in 
Nigeria, as well as the elite 
who keep struggling to keep 
the state from tottering and 
fa l l ing.  The imminent 
danger at the moment is not 
e v e n  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c  a n d  i t s 
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l 
implications. With the first 
wave, Nigeria somehow 
escaped the death statistics 
that went into millions 
across the world.  And 
Nigerians escaped outside 
o f  a n y  g ove r n m e n t a l 
attempt at providing a 
stimulus package which 
could have alleviated the 
pains and agonies of  a 
lockdown protocol that was 
so out of  tune with Nigerian 
socioeconomic realities. 
Now, the second wave of  the 
pandemic is biting hard, and 
the death tolls are increasing 
globally.

And right in the midst of  
the pandemic, Nigeria's 
na t iona l  deve lopment 
problems are escalating. 
And they are escalating 
r i g h t  a t  t h e  m o s t 
fundamental core of  a state's 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  i t s 
citizens—law and order. 
Since the turn of  the 21th 
c e n t u r y,  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
anomalies created by the 
a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Niger ian  s ta te  s tar ted 
culminating in several 
d y s f u n c t i o n a l 
consequences. Central to 
t h e s e  s t r u c t u r a l  a n d 
institutional dysfunctions is 
N i g e r i a ' s  s t a t u s  a s  a 
f e d e r a t i o n .  N i g e r i a ' s 
constitutional past was a 
careful consideration of  
Nigeria's plural reality and 
what constitutional history 
teaches about dealing with 
such realities. And yet, 

po l i t i ca l  adventur i sm, 
i n d u c e d  b y  m i l i t a r y 
intrusions, led to a unitary 
imposition that engendered 
acute centralisation. The 
centralisation of  the law 
enforcement machinery of  
the Nigerian state,  for 
instance, stands in acute 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t h e 
s e m b l a n c e  o f  f e d e r a l 
framework the Constitution 
p r o m i s e s,  t o  w i t ,  t h e 
governor of  a state shall be 
the chief  security officer of  
such a state, and shall be 
responsible for preserving 
the life of  the citizens. The 
result is that the president 
dictates an order to the 
Inspector-General of  Police 
that flies in the face of  
sociopolitical realities in 
each of  the 36 states of  the 
federation.

The Nigerian security 
r e a l i t y  i s  p r e s e n t l y 
accentuated around the 
e v i l s  o f  k i d n a p p i n g , 
banditry, insurgency and 
mul t ip le  k i l l ings.  The 
terrible combination of  
Boko Haram insurgency 
and the herdsmen conflict 
has brought the Nigerian 
state to a watershed in her 
history that is only matched 
by the pre-civil war tension 
of  1966. In fact, many 
Nigerians fear that we are on 
t h e  d i r e c t  p a t h  t o  a n 
imminent civil war. News 
r e p o r t s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l 
commentaries and analyses 
in the public sphere are filled 
with lamentations and 
anger. For some, it is either 
that the Nigerian leadership 
is playing a dangerous game 
or that the state as guarantor 
of  peace and security is 
o v e r w h e l m e d .  T h i s 
amounts to the same thing: 
neither can the state get the 
work of  development done 
nor are public institutions 
working.

It takes a little reflection 
to see how such perception 
from the citizenry could 
lead to acute and depressing 
pessimism. Even political 
elites are throwing up their 
hands in resignation. And 
those who have not resigned 
themselves  to fate  are 
engaged  in  unceas ing 
interrogation of  a state that 
keeps frustrating every 
attempt at resolution. One 

ma jo r  cap i tu la t ion  to 
pessimism was by Chief  
Bola Ige, the late attorney 
general of  the federation 
who, unfortunately, fell to 
t h e  i n s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  s t a t e .  H e 
popularised the catchphrase 
“siddon look.” This is a 
pidgin statement that speaks 
to a decision to fold one's 
arms and watch as political 
i n c i d e n t s  a n d  e ve n t s 
unfolds—without making 
any attempt at intervention. 
This attitude of  political 
apathy is not nonchalance. 
On the contrary, it is borne 
out of  the experience of  
b i t t e r  f r us t ra t ion  tha t 
borders on cynicism.

And yet, cynicism is 
m o s t  c owa r d ly  o f  a l l 
r e sponses  to  po l i t i ca l 
troubles. And it is because it 
obviates the politics of  hope. 
S t e p h e n  C o l b e r t ,  t h e 
American comedian puts it 
most aptly:  “Cynicism 
masquerades as wisdom, 
but it is the furthest thing 
from it…. Because cynicism 
is a self-imposed blindness: 
a rejection of  the world 
because we are afraid it will 
hurt us or disappoint us. 
Cynics always say 'no.' But 
saying 'yes' begins things. 
Saying 'yes' is how things 
grow.” And there is one 
political commentator, and 
a c t i ve  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n 
Nigeria's national project, 
who has never given in to 
cynicism, but rather has 
consistently been saying 
“ y e s ” :  A s  a  p u b l i c 
in t e l l e c tua l ,  P ro f  Pa t 
Utomi, has never shied 
away from projecting his 
hope and patriotism about 
Nigeria and her latent 
possibilities. He does not 
jus t  analysed,  he  a lso 
participates in national 
affairs. He believed so much 
in Nigeria's future and his 
blueprint for bringing it to 
pass that he actively took 
f u n d a m e n t a l  s t e p s  t o 
become, first, the president 
of  Nigeria, and then second, 
the governor of  Delta State. 
For him, Nigeria is too 
significant to be cynical 
about. Founding the Centre 
for Values in Leadership 
ensures  tha t  he  kee ps 
pushing the boundaries of  
thinking and action about 

making Nigeria a great 
nation. This means that 
there was no way he could 
be an armchair critic.

Utomi's way of  “yes” to 
Nigeria and her possibility 
to is to retort a “why not?” to 
the anguished and resigned 
chorus of  those in the 
“Siddon Look Movement” 
who ask why we should 
bother about Nigeria and 
her consistent failure as a 
nation. It was therefore apt 
that he would make his 
optimistic retort the focus of  
a book aptly titled Why Not: 
Citizenship, State Capture, 
Creeping Fascism, and 
Criminal Hijack of  Politics 
in Nigeria (2019). This is an 
autobiographical narration 
of  the author's immersion in 
Niger ian pol i t ics,  and 
perspectives on how it could 
be better. It is a book that 
speaks in a timely manner to 
Nigeria's current security 
and governance challenge, 
and how we should begin to 
reflect on the solution, even 
though it was published 
almost two years ago. In the 
Preface to the book, the 
author categorically states 
that  “why not”  i s  the 
response to “the question 
'why bother,' which is posed 
by those who believed that 
criminal capture of  political 
p a r t i e s  i n  N i g e r i a  i s 
complete and that those 
outside the league of  cult 
members, 419ers and con 
men have no chance of  
breaking in.” The book is 
U t o m i ' s  o w n  w a y  o f  
recoiling from cynicism, 
a n d  s p e l l i n g  o u t 
fundamentally his vision for 
retrieving Nigeria from 
imminent collapse.

Utomi's thesis is simple: 
politics has underdeveloped 
Nigeria since the founding 
fathers calibrated a vision of  
how Nigeria's plurality 
ought  to  be  managed. 
Politics in Nigeria, rather 
than being emancipatory on 
behalf  of  the citizens, has 
rather become a cult of  
personality dedicated to 
advancing the selfish and 
greedy interests of  those 
committed to siphoning the 
commonwealth. This led to 
t h e  c r o w d i n g  o u t  o f  
legitimate and genuine 

participants and citizens 
who could contribute their 
quota to making politics 
work for Nigeria. And this, 
in Prof. Utomi's reckoning, 
is the reason why many had 
fo lded their  arms and 
assumed the attitude of  
“why bother?” the “why 
not?” retort, Utomi insists, 
“should be a clarion call of  a 
p e o p l e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o 
prevent their lives from 
being determined by a 
cluster of  cultists, conmen, 
fraudsters and treasury 
looters masquerading as 
politicians and political 
party leaders.” These people 
consolidated their fetish grip 
on politics with the terrible 
understanding that people 
do not matter, even in a 
democratic experiment.

To  ge t  t h e  p e o p l e, 
Nigerians, back into politics 
and reform the odious 
politics that exclude them 
and steal their commonweal 
through state capture, Prof. 
Pat Utomi has two solid 
recommendations. First, he 
demands that we hold the 
Niger ian  middle  c lass 
responsible. By “middle 
class,” Utomi has in mind 
t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  t h e 
professionals and the civil 
society—the academics, the 
business professionals, the 
r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s,  t h e 
students, and the media 
professionals. The middle 
class is already complicit in 
state capture and the rape of  
the commonwealth because 
i t  h a s  l o s t  i t s  m o r a l 
author i ty.  I t  has  been 
reduced to an impotent and 
angry social media force 
that merely resort to name 
calling. The other side of  the 
equation is to reform the 
political party dynamics 
that consistently make it 
practically impossible for 
those who genuinely want to 
participate to do so. Party 
polit ics has effectively 
become the competition of  
the rich and the wealthy.

Prof  Olaopa is a directing 
staff, NIPPS, Kuru, Jos, 
Plateau State.

'Siddon look,' not an option
By Tunji Olaopa
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n less than two years from Itoday, the clock would be 
winding down fast on 

P r e s i d e n t  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari's Administration. As 
the regime winds down, we are 
confronted with familiar 
problems – an economy that is 
in terrible shape, insecurity, 
social and ethnic conflicts.

That Nigeria is in a mess 
does not need anyone's say-so. 
The indices, whether social or 
economic, are not good at all, 
and do not need a repeat here 
to make the point. If  the 
country is working for the 
benefit of  the political and 
business elite, it is clearly not 
working for  the average 
Nigerian. Take the index of  
employment for instance, the 
figures tell the story in the 
street. The National Bureau of  
Statistics' Fourth Quarter 
report for 2020 released mid-
March 2021, puts Nigeria's 
unemployment figure at 33.3 
percent as at December 2020, 

with underemployment at 22.8 
percent, which gives a total of  
56.1 percent. What this means 
is that more than half  of  the 
working age population is 
either without jobs or doing 
jobs below its training or/and 
financial needs. This is a social 
problem that expressed itself  
in rather graphic terms during 
the EndSARS protests in 
October last year, when shops 
and warehouses were looted 
and the law gave way to 
anarchy. The scourge of  
kidnapping for ransom by 
bandits, reports of  killer-
herdsmen in bushes and farms 
across the country, add to a 
combustible mix that present 
us with a clear and present 
danger. 

The current crisis has 
e x p o s e d  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  
leadership at all levels. In its 
stead, we have disparate 
interests pushing different 
agendas.  So toxic is  the 
messaging today from all the 
actors, including the political 
leadership, that we cannot 
even have a clear-headed 

conversation on the issues that 
need to be addressed. These 
issues include, but not limited 
to, our inchoate union, and 
why Nigeria's greatness is 
measured only in its potential, 
why we have not made the 
transition from potential to 
greatness.

The Buhari administration 
says it has a handle on some of  
these issues, especially the 
spate of  kidnappings and 
banditry across the country. It 
doesn't appear so, however. If  
it does over the next two years 
before it winds up, that will be 
a boon indeed! The president 
sure needs to leave a legacy of  
good works to his name. But, 
given that the 2023 national 
elections are around the 
corner, Nigerians, however, 
are looking to what comes 
a f t e r  t h e  c u r r e n t 
administration.

We are at a point where we 
must carefully and diligently 
seek out a national leader with 
the temperament and skills to 
navigate the ship of  State in an 
inclusive and result-oriented 

manner. That is because our 
redemption, if  or when it 
comes,  must  be through 
politics. This, I know, does not 
g i v e  r i s e  t o  o p t i m i s m 
considering how broken our 
politics is today and our 
tendency to elect the worst of  
us. But there cannot be any 
salvation for this country 
outside a responsible and 
inclusive leadership with a 
pan-Nigerian outlook.

As usual, several names 
will be thrown up as we get 
closer to the 2023 election, 
among them the good, the bad, 
the ugly. Some of  the aspirants 
will burnish their jaded pro-
democracy 'credentials', others 
their 'experience', and yet 
others will come with an 
entitlement mentality.

At a time like this, when we 
are assailed by ethnic distrust, 
overwhelmed by social and 
economic problems, buffeted 
by threats of  secession, we 
need to focus on leadership 
because, as we can all relate, it 
is the key to dousing the 

tension and redirecting our 
collective national focus 
toward development issues. In 
2023, we need that person who 
can reach across social, class 
and political aisles to create a 
national conversation of  
inc lus ion .  I t  i s  perhaps 
needless to add that the first 
step to getting Nigerians to 
speak with one voice again is 
to get a leader who speaks the 
language of  inclusion, and 
walks the talk.

No doubt, many names 
will surface as the rules for the 
2023 presidential contest in the 
parties become clearer, but we 
can see an understanding that 
the presidency would shift to 
the south. That should be 
sacrosanct, as Katsina State 
Governor Aminu Masari 
stated recently, after eight 
years of  the Buhari Presidency.

 Awowede, a journalist and 

public commentator, lives in 

Warri, Delta State.

2023: The leader Nigeria needs

By Obed Awowede 

Buhari Atiku

BelloOkorochaOkorochaOkorochaTinubu
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b i a  S t a t e  h a s 

Aboundary links with 
seven states in the 

country. The states are Rivers, 
Cross River, Akwa Ibom, Imo , 
Enugu, Ebonyi and Anambra. 
Cu l tu ra l ly,  soc ia l ly  and 
economically, the closeness of  
these States should result to 
unimaginable advantages for 
the States and in return, 
promote peace, love and unity 
among natives. Unfortunately, 
the reverse has been the case 
for the local populace of  many 
A b i a  t o w n s  a n d  t h e i r 
neighbors, resulting to many of  
them questioning why they 
found themselves on those 
parts of  the world, on the day 
of  their creation.

The battle for ownership of  
farm lands and control of  
natural resources in lands and 
seas has seen many people 
losing their lives in needless 
clashes while properties worth 
millions of  naira have been lost 
by affected communities. 
Revenge for attack by any 
agg r i eved  s ide  has  a l so 
increased the number of  
casualties on different sides.

Abia State was created in 
1991 by General Ibrahim 
B a b a n g i d a  m i l i t a r y 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e 
inability of  the National 
B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n 
(NBC), to do tidy jobs in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c c u r a t e 
boundary lines has led to 
affected towns becoming 
killing fields. Also, attempts by 
youths and elders of  some 
communities to adjust their 
portions of  lands away from 
pre-existing areas, has led to 
disagreements, which in return 
snowball into full-scale wars. 
While  Akwa Ibom State 
appears to top the chat in the 
States with boundary issue 
with Abia, there are also 
troubled spots between it and 
other six states.

Recently, accusations and 
counter accusations flew in the 
air from representatives of  
Ariam Usaka in Ikwuano 
LGA of  Abia State and their 
neighbors, Nkari, Obot Akara 
of  Ini and Obot Akara LGAs 
of  Akwa Ibom. While the 
Akwa Ibom communities 
c laimed that  many their 
indigenes had lost their lives 
after invasion by Ariam Usaka 
people, the Ariam Usaka 
representatives also alleged 
t h a t  a b o u t  2 0  p e r s o n s , 
including a soldier have lost 
their lives after attack from the 

Akwa Ibom side. While Hon 
S t a n l e y  N w a b u i s i ,  t h e 
Ikwuano representative in the 
Abia State House of  Assembly 
has confirmed these attacks on 
h i s  p e o p l e ,  t h e  l o c a l 
government Chairman of  the 
c o u n c i l ,  C h i e f  S t e v e 
Mpamugo has also nodded in 
confirmation, the claims that 
some invaders from Akwa 
Ibom had been making life 
unbearable for his people. In 
recent press briefings held by 
the Ikwuano leaders, they 
called for more help from the 
Abia  S ta te  gover nment , 
increased presence of   security 
men to save the lives of  their 
people.

Also, the President-general 
of  Usaka Development Union 
( U D U )  C h i e f  B o n i f a c e 
Mgbaramuko,  in a  press 
br ie f ing,  s ta ted  that  h i s 

community lived in peace with 
their Akwa Ibom neighbors 
until May, 22, 2020 when some 
armed  youths from Nkari and  
Obot Akara invaded the Abia 
town, claiming ownership of  
some parcels of  their lands. 
Chief  Mgbaramuko narrated 
that his community lost 16 
persons during the invasion. " 
We have lost 16 people during 
the attack by the Nkari people. 
6 are still missing; five persons 
were killed at Ndiorie"

He listed the names of  
some of  the murdered kinsmen 
to include Peter Uwaecheghi , 
Iroegbulam Isaac, Boniface 
Ugwunna, Iheanacho Orioha, 
among others, adding that the 
victims were either killed on 
their farmlands or kidnapped 
to be killed elsewhere by the 
a l l e g e d  a g g r e s s o r s .  H e 

regretted that his community 
had become a ghost town as 
markets, farms, streams had all 
been deserted by the natives of  
Usaka for fear of  the unknown.

S i m i l a r l y ,  U g b o 
community in Arochukwu 
LGA of  Abia of  State is 
presently at daggers drawn 
with their Ikpeaya neighbors of  
Ibiono Ibom LGA of  Akwa 
Ibom, over disputed lands and 
o u t  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l 
resources. As at last weeks ago 
cctttcof  March, 2021, about 10 
persons from the two sides had 
lost their lives during clashes, 
according to accounts by 
House of  Assembly members 
representing the two local 
governments as well as the clan 
leaders of  the affected villages.

While Hon Mike Ukoha of  
Arochukwu constituency in a 
recent statement cried out over 

alleged invasions, killings, 
d e s t r u c t i o n s  a n d 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s  o f  h i s 
constituents, Hon Godwin 
Ekpo of  Ibiono Ibom has also 
tabled before Akwa Ibom 
parliament, the alleged plight 
of  his people in the hands of  
Ugbo people. Though, the 
Police Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) of  Abia State Police 
Command,  Mr Geof f rey 
Ogbonna in a statement only 
confirmed the recovery of  a 
headless corpse, community 
leader of  Ugbo, Mazi Jerry 
Onwunere alleged that apart 
from the beheaded person, 15 
other natives of  Ugbo were 
abducted by aggressors from 
Ibiono Ibom. But Chief  Isaac 
Ononson , the clan head of  
Ikpeaya Ibiono, denied that his 
people were violent. He rather, 
announced that seven  of  his 
kinsmen had allegedly been 
killed by men from Ugbo, 
Arochukwu.

LOKPANTA (ABIA)  Vs 
A M A T A  I S H I A G U 
(EBONYI )

May 30,2020 was a day of  
blood and sorrow in Amata 
I s h i a g u ,  I v o  L o c a l 
Government of  Ebonyi State 
as  two indigenes  of  the 
concrete-rich community were 
allegedly gunned down inside 
d farm  by suspected youths of  
L o k p a n t a ,  t h e  c a t t l e 
community of  Abia State. The 
cause of  the fight was blamed 
on battle battle for ownership 
of  piece of  lands, as confirmed 
by  John Ukah, the Chairman 
o f  Amata  I sh iagu ,  who 
narrated that clashes always 
erupted in the disputed areas 
during every farming season. 
However, Governor Dave 
Umahi quickly doused tension 
in area by advising his people 
a g a i n s t  e m b a r k i n g  o n 
r e ta l i a t ion ,  even  a s  the 
Divisional Police Officer of  
I v o ,  M r  D a n  N w o n u 
confirmed the development.

OWERRE- EZUKALA 
ORUMBA (ANAMBRA ) Vs 
U M U A K U  I S U O C H I  
(ABIA)

It is not a rosy situation 
between the people Umuaku, 
Isuochi in Umunneochi LGA 
of  Abia State as they are 
demanding that the National 
B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n 
e x p e d i t e s  a c t i o n  i n 
demarcating of  the boundary 
line between them and their 
n e i g h b o r s  f r o m  O we r r e 
Ezukala, Orumba South LGA 

Special Report
Abia surrounded by hostile neighbours?
No part of Abia will be annexed, says Ikpeazu

By Dan Maduagwu

Continues on Pg. 9

Ikpeazu arriving at Akrika Obu in January.Ikpeazu arriving at Akrika Obu in January.Ikpeazu arriving at Akrika Obu in January.

Security men patrolling the road to Akrika Obu, to ensure peace.Security men patrolling the road to Akrika Obu, to ensure peace.Security men patrolling the road to Akrika Obu, to ensure peace.
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Special Report

of  Anambra State .

Umuaku people had made 
the appeal through their 
traditional ruler, Eze S Achara 
who led his cabinet to the office 
of  the Abia State Deputy Sir 
U d e  O k o  C h u k w u  o n  a 
peaceful protest. The royal 
father, who appeared worried, 
told the Deputy Governor that 
he had been restraining the 
youths of  his community from 
retaliating attacks on Owerre 
Ezukala people. He informed 
the Deputy Governor that 
some demarca t ion  l ines 
installed some years ago to 
prevent trespass, had been 
yanked off  by people of  
Owerre Ezukala. Sir Oko 
Chukwu while responding, 
urged the Umuaku people to 
maintain peace , and assured 
that Abia State government 
was on top of  the matter.

CROSS RIVER Vs ABIA
If  not for the intervention 

of  the Abia State House of  
Assembly and its Cross River 
State counterpart, the people 
of  Isu in Arochukwu LGA of  
Abia and their neighbors of  
Utuma and Ukwa of  Biase and 
O d u k p a n i  c o u n c i l s 
respect ively,  would have 
remained in war till now. 
Though, a visit by News Echo 
to Isu recently showed that the 
scar of  destructions recorded 
in the village of  Isu during the 
2020 clashes are yet to wipe 
out.

Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Hon 
Chinedum Orji had sent a 
p owe r f u l  d e l e g a t i o n  t o 
Ca labar,  l ed  by  De puty 
Speaker, Ifeanyi Uchendu to 
deliberate with the Speaker of  
Cross River State legislature, 
Hon Eteng Williams on how 
best to end the clashes between 
the Isu people and their Cross 
River neighbors. But before the 
intervention of  the two Houses 
of  Assembly, many people 
from the three sides had been 
reported killed, many  houses  
burnt down, schools, churches 
and markets also allegedly  
des t royed  by  rampaging 
yo u t h s  f r o m  b o t h  s i d e s 
according to accounts by some 
leaders of  the affected areas.

Also speaking to News 
Echo at the palace of  Eze 
Linus Mbah, at Ihechiowa, 
Arochukwu LGA, some if  the 
victims of  the Cross River/ 
Abia clash who to receive food 
items from the royal , recalled 
the hell they went through 
during the clashes. According 
to one of  them, Madam Okoro 

Amah, " We slept many days in 
the bushes infested with 
reptiles because our houses, 
schools and farms were all 
burnt down by our attackers. 
We stayed many days without 
food, only surviving on raw 
leaves of  plants. We thank Eze 
Mba for remembering us. We 
are not from Ihechiowa but he 
remembered us in this his 
empowerment programs. With 
these food items and cash, we 
can sustain our families for 
some weeks."

Madam Okoro Amah 
appealed to the Abia State 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a b l e 
individuals to assist them in 
rebuilding of  their destroyed 
public facilities and financial 
assistance to her people to 
enable them return to life. The 
Isu woman stated that the 
clashes were caused by battle 
f o r  o w n e r s h i p  o f  r i c h 
l ands.However,  l i f e  has 
gradually returned to the 
troubled areas in Isu, but not 
without pockets of  threats by 
youths from the two sides. 
Abia State government and 
Senator  Orji Uzor Kalu, the 
Senator representing Abia 
North in the Senate have also 
donated food items, clothes, 
drugs  and food items to the 
communi ty  to  a id  the i r 
survival.

I H U B E  O K I G W E 
(IMO) Vs UTURU (ABIA)

If  not for the prompt 
intervention by Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu, Deputy Governor of  
Abia State and Prince  Eze 
Madumere, the then Deputy 
Governor of  Imo, there would 
have been bloody clashes in 
2018 between the people of  
Ihube in Okigwe LGA of  Imo 
State and Uturu, Isukwuato 
LGA of  Abia. The two towns 
lived together as one in the old 
Okigwe divis ion but  the 
creation of  Abia State in 1991 
saw the brothers living in two 
different local governments 
and also, two different States. 
And as a result, the issue of  
land ownership and utilization 
threw up tension in the area. 
But the careful and mature 
strategies employed by the 
offices of  the two Deputy 
Governors saved the day and 
calmed frayed nerves.

No part of Abia would 
be annexed - Ikpeazu

On arrival at Akrika Obu, 
Ukwa East LGA of  the State 
on Jan, 2021, Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu, accompanied by 
s o m e  t o p  b r a s s  o f  h i s 
administration, together with a 
team of  security officials, 
declared that no part of  the 
State would be allowed to be 

taken over by any group or 
criminals. Akrika Obu is 
a n o t h e r  b o u n d a r y  t ow n 
between Abia State and Akwa 
Ibom, where the natives are 
predominant farmers and 
fishers. 

The governor who said his 
visit to the area was in response 
to distress calls from worried 
residents,  explained that 
Akrika Obu people alerted his 
government of  a threat by 
some people from Akwa Ibom 
State and other criminal 
groups to establish a base in 
their land. Ikpeazu assured the 
v i l l a g e r s  o f  a d e q u a t e 
protection, while charging 
them to  coopera te  wi th 
military men sent to the area to 
protect  their  lands f rom 
invasion. His words" Akrika 
Obu is part and parcel of  Abia 
State and as such , government 
will take every lawful step to 
protect it from any form of  
unlawful invasion."

"We shall resist any form 
of  expansionist agenda, either 
b y  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m 
neighboring States or any other 
g r o u p,  "  s a i d  I k p e a z u . 
Ikpeazu's declaration on the 
scene elicited jubilation among 
tumultuous crowd of  natives 
who trooped out to thank the 
Governor for his reassuring 
visit. The villagers recalled that 
they lived in fear of  threatening 
invasions by some group of  
people, until the governor's 
visit.

T h e y  a l s o  ex p r e s s e d 
delight that Ikpeazu was the 
first Governor of  Abia to visit 
their area in many years. The 
local government chairman of  
Ukwa Eas t ,  Hon  Chuks 
Wabara took the governor 
round some of  tensed areas of  

Akrika Obu ,  peace and 
stability has returned to the 
place after the Governor's visit.

 T A S K  B E F O R E 
NATIONAL BOUNDARY 
COMMISSION 

The National Boundary 
Commission, Abuja, a central 
b o d y  c h a r g e d  w i t h 
demarcation, maintenance 
and management of  boundary 
matters in States and local 
governments in the country 
seems to exist only in name. 
This submission is based on its 
failure to resolve series of  crises 
recorded in various States of  
the federation, not just in the 
South East.

The recurring Tiv/Jukun 

clashes, Anambra/Kogi oil 

land ownership etc are pointers 

that the NBC has not been 

optimal in service to the 

citizens. The commitment to 

service of  critical agency like 

the boundary agency is most 

needed now in the country, 

especially at a time the peace 

and continued existence of  the 

nation are being challenged by 

recent unpleasant and violent 

developments nationwide.

No part of Abia will be annexed, says Ikpeazu
Continued from Pg. 8

Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, Abia Deputy Governor  and Prince Eze Madumere, ex-Deputy Governor
of Imo state when they visited disputed lands between Ihube and Uturu...in 2018.

Foods items donated to victims of Abia/Cross River
boundary clash by Eze Linus Mbah of Ihechiowa.
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o fast track crime-Tbusting in the South 
East, governors of  the 

zone have mandated heads of  
security agencies in the region 
to draw up a comprehensive 
list of  their logistic and 
material needs for sustainable 
success in the fight against 
criminality, for the immediate 
provision by the leadership of  
the South East Security 
Summit in Owerri, yesterday. 
The meeting resolved to 
maintain a joint security 
vigilante for the South-east, 
otherwise known as Ebube 
Agu.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  
communiqué raised at the end 
of  the summit and made 
available to News Echo, 
leaders of  the zone resolved to 
strongly and unequivocally 

condemn ter rorism and 
banditry in any part of  
Nigeria, particularly in the 
South-east. The communiqué 
partly read: "The meeting 
s t rong ly  condemns  the  
burning of  police stations, 
violent attacks on custodial 
centres, with the unlawful 
release of  inmates and the 
killings, including security 
personnel, natives/farmers 
and herdsmen. 

"That the five South-east 
states are on the same page 
with the federal government 
on the issue of  security 
challenges in the country. To 
this end, the meeting makes it 
absolutely clear that the South-
east will stand resolutely with 
the federal government to fight 
terrorists and bandits to a 
finish. That  the political 
leadership in the South East 
has resolved to bring together 

all the arsenals at their 
command, as one united zone, 
to fight and flush out criminals 
and terrorist from the zone". 

The communiqué further 
disclosed the resolve of  the 
summit to galvanize all 
relevant stakeholders in the 
South-east, including the 
political class, the business 
community, the bureaucrats 
and the intelligentsia to 
provide all necessary support 
to security operatives in the 
five South-east states, in order 
to ensure total success in the 
fight against criminality in the 
zone.

It continued: "The heads of  
all the security agencies in the 
South-east have resolved to 
exchange intelligence in a 
seamless, effective new order 
that will help to checkmate 
crime in the zone". It disclosed 
that a committee made up of  

s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l ,  
government officials and 
relevant stakeholders will be 
set up to coordinate and 
monitor the implementation 
of  a South-east joint security 
platform.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
communiqué, the leaders 
expressed delight at the 
initiative of  the South-east 
security summit and expressed 
desire to make it a statutory 
summit that will convene 
every quarter, with its hosting 
rotating among the five South-
east states. 

"Leaders at the summit 
appreciated the formation of  
South-east joint security outfit 
code- Named Ebubeagu, with 
headquarters in Enugu, to 
coordinate vigilante in the 
South East".

 Also according to the 
communiqué, South-east 

governors requested the 
Acting IGP to stop the influx 
of  IGP monitory units, but to 
allow CPs, state and zonal 
commands to handle their 
cases.

The meeting approved that 
the acting IGP and other 
security chiefs do invite the 
leadership of  Ohaneze Ndigbo 
and CAN  to find out the 
reason for   increas ing  
insecurity of  the South-east.

They agreed that military 
policing in the South-east 
should be adequately funded 
and become effective and that 
open grazing has been banned 
and security agencies should 
implement the ban. The 
meeting encouraged a peaceful 
coexistence of  farmers and 
herders, to allow governors to 
succeed in the fight against 
c r i m i n a l i t y " .  T h e  
communiqué concluded.

Fight against insecurity:
South East governors set up
security outfit, Ebubeagu
...Pledges to provide logistics for security agencies 

By Jennifer John 

South East governors after their Security Summit in Owerri, Imo State, yesterday. The South East Governors' Forum Chairman, Chief Dave Umahi reads the 
communiqué and resolution of the forum to the press. From 3rd Left: Governors Ugwuanyi of Enugu, Obiano of Anambra, Umahi of Ebonyi, Uzodimma of Imo, Ikpeazu 

of Abia and president, Ohanaeze Naligbo, Prof George Obiozor, in a group photograph after the South-East leaders' summit.
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he death of  Innocent TChukwuma hit the 
a irwaves  ear ly  on 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021. 
Coming after the sudden 
death of  another illustrious 
activist, Yinka Odumakin on 
April 2, 2021, news of  the 
death of  Chukwuma the next 
day suggested that fate was 
being unfair to Nigeria taking 
away two patr iot ic  and 
eminent Nigerian activists – 
Odumakin on Friday and 
Innocent on Saturday. The 
sun set for both in a most 
inauspicious time and prime, 
mid-50s.

I  wa s  a  b i t  c l o s e  t o 
Chukwuma within the civil 
society and development 
agitation space. Long before 
he became the regional 
director for West Africa 
Office of  Ford Foundation, 
our paths crossed in a number 
of  civil  society projects 
including serving as joint 
consultants for DFID in 2008 
t o  d e s i g n  o n e  o f  i t s 
development intervention 
projects in Nigeria. More 
recent ly,  Chukwuma as 
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  F o r d 
Foundation office for West 
Africa, partnered with the 
MacArthur Foundation led 
by Kole Shettima and the 
Open Society Initiative for 
West Africa led by Jude Ilo to 
s u p p o r t  t h e  B u h a r i 
government anti-corruption 
agenda especially the work of  
the Presidential Advisory 
C o m m i t t e e  A g a i n s t 
Corruption in which I served 
a s  m e m b e r / e x e c u t i v e 
secretary from 2015 to 2019, 
before assuming my current 
po s i t i o n .  Wi tho u t  tha t 
strategic funding support 
from the three notable donor 
agencies, PACAC and indeed 
the lift up of  the government's 
anti-corruption drive would 
have remained a theoretical 
idea for quite some time.

That  Chukwuma was 
eventually ambushed by 
unexpected leukemia,  a 
health challenge that sneaked 
behind global focus and 
attention to COVID-19 is 
indicative of  the providential 
and domineering hand of  fate 
in the affairs of  men. In 
January 2021, he finished 
strong at Ford Foundation as 
immediate past regional 
director and had concluded 
plans to proceed to Oxford in 

the UK for a fellowship 
programme. Indeed, his 
former position at Ford 
Foundation has yet to be filled 
by a substantive director 
before the cold hands of  death 
snatched him.

In celebration of  that 
milestone service at Ford 
Foundation, a memorable 
v i r t u a l  s e n d - o f f  w a s 
organised for him on Friday, 
January 29, 2021. The event 
revealed that he was a man 
associated with many firsts 
having been part of  Civil 
L i b e r t i e s  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
unarguably Nigeria's first 
human rights organisation, 
from there he set up CLEEN 
Foundation one of  the first 
African CSOs to focus on 
security, public safety and 
just ice.  CLEEN led the 

advocacy for community 
policing that has now become 
one of  the inevitable solutions 
to Nigeria's current security 
challenges. He used his gift, 
knowledge and leverage 
within the civil society space 
to lift and mentor a number of  
o t h e r  a c t i v i s t s  a n d 
organisations often working 
b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e  b u t 
nevertheless ensuring impact 
with his eyes on the ultimate 
g o a l  o f  d e m o c r a t i c 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e 
development agenda.

Most recently, the Ford 
Foundation provided support 
to the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related 
Offences Commission to 
advance its prevention work 
around illicit financial flows 
and associated corruption 
and money laundering and 

strengthen its capacity to 
investigate and prosecute 
a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  s e x u a l 
harassment as abuse of  power 
especially in the public service 
and tertiary institutions.

While eulogies will not 
r e s u r r e c t  t h e  d e a d , 
contributions to national 
development will remain 
indelible and undeniable. We 
can only be remembered by 
what we have done. This 
ought to, in the minimum, 
m o t i va t e  t h e  l i v i n g  t o 
carefully number our days so 
we may daily apply our hearts 
to wisdom. Innocent has left 
footprints in the sands of  time 
especially in Nigeria and in 
Africa. But, it has pleased 
God that service at Ford 
Foundation would be the 
terminal point of  his earthly 

sojourn. Without notice, he 
suddenly reached his “Bus 
Stop” and disembarked! As 
the popular saying goes, “Quo 
sera sera” “What will be, will 
be.” For those left to mourn 
and reflect these mysteries, we 
ought to remind ourselves 
frequently – for whom does 
the bell toll? The answer as 
they say “is blowing in the 
wind.”

I extend my condolences to 
Josephine, the children, 
extended family, friends and 
colleagues especially in the 
civil society space. May God 
comfort all with words that 
human minds cannot fathom.  
Adieu, my dear friend and 
brother.

Prof  Owasanoye, SAN, is 
the Chairman, ICPC.

Passage

Like a candle in the wind

Late Innocent Chukwuma
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Imo lucky to have Hope as governor
- Senate President
By Jennifer John 

T
he Senate President, 
Senator Ahmed 
Ibrahim Lawan, has 

asserted that Imolites are 
lucky to have Senator Hope 
Uzodimma as their gov-
ernor. He said Nigeria is 
proud of  the Imo governor 
because he is honest, pru-
dent and reliable. 

Lawan made this asser-
tion penultimate weekend 
in Owerri, Imo State cap-
ital while commissioning 
a road constructed by Imo 
State Government and 
named after a former gover-
nor of  Imo State, as well as 
the former president of  Ni-
geria Senate, Senator Evan 
Enwerem.

According to the Senate 
President, though Uzod-
imma receives very little 
resources, yet he is doing 

more infrastructural devel-
opment than the previous 
administrations. He conse-
quently solicited the contin-
ued support of  Imo people 
to his government which he 
said was doing a great and 
wonderful job in Imo State 
and congratulated him for 
achieving so much in one 
year.

The Senate President who 
was ecstatic over the nam-
ing of  the road after his pre-
decessor, Senator Evan En-
werem, said that the naming 
was very important and 
that the message is “Imo is 
working” and Imo will con-
tinue to work”.

He admonished Imo peo-
ple to see government pro-
jects as their projects which 
they should utilize, protect, 
and own up.

Lawan described those 
who destroy government 

properties as enemies of  the 
people.

The Senate President who 
delved into national issues 
informed that the National 
Assembly will always sup-
port good programmes of  
the Executive without re-
course to public criticisms.

He acknowledged that the 
security agencies need more 
resources to effectively con-
front the several challenges 
before them and reiterat-
ed the importance of  the 
change in the leadership of  
the Service Chiefs, which 
he said was aimed at having 
new ideas and new strate-
gies to fight the Nigerian 
common enemy. 

In his address earlier, the 
Governor of  Imo State Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma said 
that the new road was in ad-
dition to the previous ones 
meant to reduce the infra-

structure deficit in the State. 
He said the road revolution 
was to make Imo better, 
provide more access roads 
to the teaming population 
of  Imo people and to allow 
for free movement of  goods 
and services in the state as 

a whole.
The Governor who was 

elated by the presence of  
the Senator President Ahed 
Lawan and other Senators 
as well as APC leaders in-
formed that Imo State is 
now in the good books of  

the national leadership. 
He said he has come to 

serve and to bring prosperity 
using the limited resources 
available and that nothing 
can stop him from getting to 
his destination.

Effium 55: Group asks Acting 
IGP to redeploy CP Aliyu from 
Ebonyi State

From David Eze,
Abakaliki

A 
group, Ezza-Effi-
um Consultative 
Assembly (ECA), 

has demanded for the trans-
fer of  Ebonyi State Police 
Commissioner, CP Aliyu 
Garba, out of  the State, over 

the alleged escape of  55 out 
of  the 66 hired mercenaries 
arrested in the wartorn Effi-
um community in Ohauk-
wu LGA, in the custody of  
the State Police Command 
under his watch.
The group noted that CP 
Garba should be prevailed 
upon by the acting Inspector 
General of  Police, Usman 
Alkali, to account for the 55 
escapee mercenaries, before 
his transfer out of  Ebonyi 
State and should be probed, 
to determine his level of  
involvement in the Effium 
crisis. 
ECA further called on the 
Federal Government to also 
effect the transfer of  the 
State Commandant of  Ni-
geria Security and Civil De-
fence Corps (NSCDC) and 
the State Director of  State 
Security Service, and probe 
their extent of  culpability in 
the security sabotage in the 
Effium crisis.
The group, in statement 
signed by the Chairman, 
Mr. Aligwe Mathias Chuk-
wuma, and the Secretary, 
Mr. Bernard Orichi, and 
made available to Journal-
ists on Friday, frowned at 
the statement issued by the 
State police Command, de-
nying the escape of  the 55 
out of  the 66 hired merce-

naries arrested in the area.
Recall that 55 out of  66 war-
lords arrested by the Gener-
al Officer Commanding 82 
division, Enugu, Maj.Gen. 
Taoreen Lagbaja, and his 
team, penultimate Saturday, 
during a raid at Okpoduma 
village in Effium communi-
ty and handed over to the 
Police reportedly escaped 
from the Police custody.
But the Police, in a state-
ment signed by the Com-
mand’s Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO), DSP Loveth 
Odah, claimed that it had 
no record of  cell break or 
escape from its custody 
of  either those arrested or 
handed over to the Police 
in connection to Ufiom/
Ezza-Effium Community 
crisis or suspect(s) involved 
in any other case.
“Against this backdrop, the 
Ezza-Effium Consultative 
Assembly is irked that this 
face saving press statement 
could shamelessly come 
from a police Command, 
in less than 24hours the CP,  
Aliyu Garba admitted on 
tape before some Journal-
ists that the Command was 
no longer in custody of  the 
whole 66 suspects handed 
over to them by the GOC, 
82, division, Enugu, Maj. 
Gen Lagbaja.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

O
ver two weeks after 
Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 

State ordered the immediate  
reopening of  the Enugu New 
Artisan Livestock market, the 
Enugu North Local Govern-
ment Council, the Chairman,  
Emeka  Onunze, whose 
Council area, the market is 
located, has flouted the direc-
tive, insisting that the place 
remains shut. 

The market which was ga-
zetted in 2006 as the “New 
Artisan Goat Market” by the 
Enugu State Government 
under the administration of  
former governor Chimaraoke 
Nnamani, was duly allocat-

Enugu traders cry out over noncompliance of Govt 
order to reopen New Artisan Market

ed to traders operating in the 
place.

However, it was shut down 
in December 2016, by govern-
ment,  following some issues, 
including litigation by one 
Emeka Nnaji, who is laying 
claim to some portions of  the 
market, which was reopened 
on March this year after Gov-
ernor Ugwuanyi’s interven-
tion.

The leadership of  the 
Traders Association, led by 
Alhaji Abubakar Danlandi, 
told reporters that they were 
shocked that the same Enugu 
North Council Boss who per-
sonally came to inform them 
that the Governor has asked 
them to return to the market 
made a U-turn to report them 
to the police, accusing them of  

forcefully entering the market.
 The traders in a letter of  

Save our Soul (SOS) to the 
Governor, written on their 
behalf  by a Human Rights 
organization, Civil Rights Re-
alization And Advancement 
Network (CRRAN) said they 
were yet to comprehend the 
action of  the local govern-
ment Chairman, describing it 
“as strange turn of  event at the 
New Artisan market.

According to the letter en-
titled: “Sir, Appeal for your 
urgent intervention” signed 
by President of  CRRAN, Olu 
Omotayo, the traders,  most-
ly made up of  Nigerians of  
Northern extraction , said the 
new development has thrown 
them and their families into 
confusion and pain.

Parts of  the letter read:  “We 
write for your urgent interven-
tion in respect of  the above 
mentioned matter. Mr. Eme-
ka Onunze, Chairman Enu-
gu North Local Government 
was reported to have met the 
leadership of  Northern traders 
and their members at the mar-
ket temporary site at about 
12noon on the 24th March 
2021, and conveyed to them 
that the governor of  Enugu 
State had directed the imme-
diate reopening of  the Goat 
Market (New Artisan), which 
was closed down in December 
2016.

“Mr. Emeka Onunze there-
after led the traders and their 
leaders to the closed down 
Goat Market and took them 
round the market and direct-

ed them to put necessary ma-
chinery in place for the imme-
diate smooth operation of  the 
market.

“The traders both the in-
digenes and their Northern 
counterpart joyfully troop into 
the market and resume mar-
ket activities praising the state 
government.

“Surprisingly the same 
Emeka Onunze, on the 29th 
march made a complaint to 
the Police that the leader-
ship of  the market and the 
traders forcefully re-entered 
the closed down market and 
sought Police intervention.

“The leadership of  the 
market was invited and they 
explained the events of  24th 
March 2021, where Mr. 
Onunze, came with other offi-

cials of  local government and 
addressed hundreds of  traders 
on the decision by the govern-
ment to immediately reopen 
the market. “We find this de-
velopment very strange and 
unhealthy for the state and 
the country at large. People 
elected to hold public offices 
should know that a high level 
of  responsibility and trust is 
reposed on them when deal-
ing with the citizens” CR-
RAN said.

“The actions, dishonesty 
and utterances of  this local 
government chairman, to say 
the least, is reprehensible and 
reckless. The action of  Mr. 
Emeka Onunze has criminal 
intent to deliberately cause 
chaos, breakdown of  law and 
order.”

Rev. Alex Chinemere Princely, shortly after his union with former Agatha Nkemjurum Ohaegbulam, at the 
Trinity AME Zion Church, Abakpa Nike, Enugu at the weekend.
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T
he Imo State gov-
ernor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma 

has been described as a 
phenomenal leader and a 
governor with panache. 
This account was given by 
the Director General, Imo 
APC Media Centre, Com-
rade Cajetan Duke.

The DG said Uzod-
imma has “continued to 
surpass effortlessly the ex-
pectations of  the people 
by proving both his critics 
and opposition elements 
in the state wrong with his 
sterling leadership disposi-
tions”.

Duke made this asser-
tion while speaking with 
newsmen after the emer-
gency state executive meet-
ing of  the state caretaker 

Uzodimma a phenomenal leader, says
DG, APC Media Centre, Duke 

committee of  APC at the 
party’s secretariat last 
weekend. He noted that 
“Uzodimma has silenced 
the opposition with the un-
precedented infrastructur-
al development that dot all 
the entire landscape of  the 
state capital and across”.

He added, “Let me gra-
ciously and emphatically 
inform you that Governor 
Uzodimma unlike those 
before him has made the 
job of  his media handlers 
as well as those of  us at 
the party an easy one, 
with his visible, verifiable, 
quality infrastructural de-
velopment across the state. 
Those who hitherto were 
against the governor are to-
day converts and apostles 
of  the Shared Prosperity 

Government. Everybody 
in state today testifies that 
Uzodimma is working. 
Everybody has confirmed 
that indeed, Hope is here”

Duke continued; “Even 
the opposition acknowl-
edges that Uzodimma is 
working, the argument 
whether or not the pro-
jects were initiated by the 
governor or not remain in-
consequential, immaterial 

and illogical. No governor, 
in the history of  Imo State 
since the inception of  the 
current democratic dispen-
sation achieved done what 
Uzodimma has done with-
in the first one year of  his 
administration”.  

On the recent attack on 
the facilities of  the Imo 
State Police headquarters 
and the National Correc-
tional Services, the up-

wardly mobile politician 
labeled the incident as 
“unfortunate, barbaric and 
unwarranted”. According 
to him, “The attack on the 
two FG institutions in the 
state remains an unfor-
tunate, barbaric and un-
warranted assault on our 
collective integrity. Our 
party has condemned that 
mindless and horrendous 
crime, perpetrated to cre-

ate a false impression of  
our security situation in 
the state. It is the expecta-
tion of  the party, that rele-
vant security agencies will 
beam their searchlight on 
some unscrupulous politi-
cians who by their recent 
actions and utterances has 
sworn to make the state 
ungovernable. Any person 
involved in that dastard act 
must be brought to book”.  

By Ikenna Orioha

T
o expand the work 
of  God, Graceland 
Baptist Church 

(Grace Arena), situated 
at Graceland Estate, New 
Road, Egbeada/Irete, Ow-
erri, has been officially con-
secrated.

Dedicating the church, 
the Nigeria Baptist Con-
vention President, Rev. 
Samson Olasupo Ajokun-
le, who was represented at 
the church service by Rev. 
Dr. Adewumi Oluwafemi 
John, said that the new 
church was “planted to con-
vert more people to God”, 
adding that when righteous-
ness abound among people, 
insurgency, crime and in-
security will reduce in the 
society.

Preaching on the top-
ic “The Wine Finished”, 
Apostle Canice Okere, 
charged Christians to obey 
God’s words, offer sacrifice 
while putting God first in all 
they do in order to achieve 
success. “Seek the King-
dom of  God first and every 

Christians charged on 
obedience to God

other thing will be added to 
you. We are excited that the 
church is being consecrated 
today in our time, for the 
word of  God must not die 
in our time. God has a pur-
pose of  calling His ministers 
who have obligation to lead 
people to God who is kind 
to humanity”.

President, Baptist Confer-
ence and the Lead Pastor, 
Graceland Church, Owerri, 
Rev. Uzoma Uzoechi, af-
firmed that the church was 
established at the new area 
to win more souls to God.

Uzoechi, who thanked 
God for availing the church 
the opportunity to plant the 
new church at Grace Arena, 
appreciated all for coming 
for the inauguration of  the 
church which he prayed 
would grow to the good of  
the society.

However, Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Amadi, Dn. TNJ Umun-
nakwe and Rev. Dr. B.U. 
Enyioha, prayed for the 
church to succeed in win-
ning souls to Christ for the 
positive advancement of  the 
society.

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A 
member representing 
Ezeagu Constituen-
cy in the Enugu State 

House of  Assembly, Rt Hon. 
Chima Obieze, has said that 
any person who is against 
the state governorship zon-
ing arrangement in the 2023 
Gubernatorial election is an 
enemy of  the people.

Honourable Obieze who 
stated this during the month-
ly meeting of  the Peoples 

Any person opposing zoning in Enugu 
2023 guber poll is an enemy of the
people - Lawmaker

Democratic Party (PDP) 
held at Ezeagu local govern-
ment headquarters on Satur-
day, called on all party faith-
ful to continue to look up to 
the incumbent, Rt. Hon. If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi, for political 
direction.

Obieze who is the House 
Committee Chairman on 
Works Housing and Urban 
Development, said he would 
always stand on the truth.

“As a believer in the Al-
mighty God, I will always say 
the truth because I was raised 
with fear of  God and to pur-
sue truth and fairness.

He maintained that its the 
turn of  the people of  Enugu 
East Senatorial zone to pro-
duce the next governor of  the 
state, adding, “we will look 
up to Governor Ugwuanyi to 
name a competent and credi-
ble candidate after due consul-
tation with all the stakehold-
ers.

His words: “The governor 
is a product of  zoning. First, 
I want you all to know that I 
am a child of  God, I believe 
in Jesus Christ as my Lord 
and personal Saviour and I 
believe in His Teachings. I 
say the truth whenever I have 
to. Even my biological father 

who raised me, I disagree 
with him on principle. I will 
say Dad, this particular thing 
you want to do is not fair, right 
or just. Please don’t do it but if  
you decide to do it, I will not 
stand with you.

“At my age, I believe I 
should have an opinion about 
issues that affects me and my 
people and I must not con-
form to anybody’s will if  it 
does not agree with good 
conscience and sound reason-
ing. I decided to speak today 
so that the people I speak for 
at the House will understand 
where we stand and why we 
have to stand there.

“I am a product of  Zoning, 
I went to House of  Assembly 
because Rt. Hon Paul Anikwe 
had gone from Ezeagu South 
and Hon Cecilia Ezeilo had 
gone for Ezeagu Central and I 
was on ground to take the slot 
for Ezeagu North when Hon 
Ezeilo was nominated to be  
deputy our Governor.

“Zoning is good in a so-
ciety like ours that is highly 
polarised and sentimental. It 
helps to protect the minority 
against the majority, ensuring 
that people from the different 
Senatorial zones big or small, 
minority or majority, get a fair 

share in distribution of  politi-
cal power.

“This concept has worked so 
well for the people of  Enugu 
state. It reduces desperation, 
violence and ill feelings. It 
has also led to peace, harmo-
ny and understanding among 
the different zones of  Enugu 
State.

“I, therefore, urge you to 
disregard those who come to 
social media to raise baseless 
arguments against zoning.

“Any aspirant for governor-
ship position from any other 
zone other than Enugu East 
senatorial zone, irrespective of  
how qualified or marketable 
they may be, should bury such 
ambition.  That ambition will 
not work because we aren’t yet 
ripe for a free-for-all fight for 
power.”

“It is in the interest of  the 
people of  Ezeagu and indeed 
Enugu West that the zoning 
or rotation be maintained. We 
know how the votes in Enugu 
State are returned. We know 
the zones that have majority 
votes and those that have far 
less. Should we jettison this 
peaceful arrangement, who 
knows, a particular zone can 
produce governors back to 
back for decades.”

Chukwudi Chidiebere,
Port Harcourt 

The Governor of  Rivers 
State Nyesom Wike has be-
rated the Minister of  Trans-
portation, Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi, for zoning the 
2023 All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) governorship 
ticket to the riverine area of  
the south-south state.

The Rivers State gover-
nor vouched that not even 
him as the incumbent gov-
ernor, had the power to 
determine who becomes a 
governor in Rivers.

Rivers 2023: Wike tackles Amaechi on zoning
He made the observation 

at the grand finale of  the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty PDP, local government 
campaign rally in Bori, the 
headquarters of  the Khana 
Local Government Area of  
the state on Saturday.

The governor further ad-
vised the Transportation 
Minister, to respect the peo-
ple’s view and adopt inter-
nal democracy mechanism, 
to make for emergence of  
the party’s choice candi-
date.

Recall that the issue of  
zoning to the riverine area, 

the APC governorship tick-
et, was among the crisis 
that robbed the Rivers APC 
participation, in the 2019 
general elections. 

Barely a month ago the 
matter re-echoed, when 
the immediate past senator 
representing Rivers South 
East, Barr Magnus Ngei 
Abe challenged the Minis-
ter, that he as an individu-
al lacked the authority to 
zone the governorship to 
the riverine, without due 
consultation, with party 
leadership and major stake-
holders.

The inaugurated Apex Neurosurgery and Intensive Care Unit Hospital, Awka.
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Suspended monarch dismisses Igweship
election in Anambra community
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
he embattled Tradi-
tional ruler of  Naw-
fia Community in 

Njikoka Local Government 
Area, Anambra State, Igwe 
Chijioke Nwankwo has dis-
pelled reports that a new 
traditional ruler was elected 
in his community.

Igwe Nwankwo, was sus-
pended by the state gov-
ernor, Willie Obiano, for 
traveling with Prince Arthur 
Eze, on a thank you visit 
to President Mohammadu 
Buhari, in Abuja, early last 
year without the state gov-
ernment permission.

Nwankwo claimed that 
the reported election of  
Shadrach Moguluwa as the 
new traditional ruler of  the 
community was untrue de-
scribing it as an activity of  
the opposition bent on caus-
ing trouble and disquiet in 
the town.

The suspended Monarch, 
who spoke with journal-
ists in his country home in 
Nawfia, Saturday, stressed 
that on no account should 
an election be held to im-
pose another traditional rul-
er on a community whose 
traditional ruler is still alive.

News Echo gathered that 
an Igweship election was 
held in the Nawfia commu-
nity on 26th March 2021 

where Shadrach Moguluwa 
was crowned the new Igwe 
of  the town even when the 
state government had writ-
ten a letter to the commu-
nity canceling the planned 
election in the community.

According to the letter 
dated 25th March 2021, 
the cancellation was neces-
sitated by petitions before 
the state government alleg-
ing violation of  the town’s 
constitution and laid down 
procedure for Igweship se-
lection.

Nwankwo continued 
that the people, purported 
to have held the election 
are being challenged in the 
court because they came in 
through an illegal constitu-
tion. He claimed that the 
election did not portray the 
interest of  the community 
or the town. 

He claimed that a high 
percentage of  the commu-
nity is disappointed with the 
purported election “because 
they know that the election 
was illegal.” Igwe Nwank-
wo said he is patiently 
watching the government’s 
reaction to the illegal elec-
tion in his community.

Igwe Nwankwo, reiterat-
ed that the traditional stool 
of  Nawfia is not vacant, and 
maintained that it is illegal 
for any group to think of  or-
ganizing an election when 
the court has not taken a de-

cision on the issue bothering 
on his removal. “The tradi-
tional stool of  Nawfia is not 
vacant because the suspen-
sion/Withdrawal is still be-
ing challenged in court and 
there is a restraining order. 

He further stated that it 
is taboo in Igbo land for a 
town or group to elect an-
other Igwe while the incum-
bent is alive. 

Restating the illegality of  
the 2013 constitution draft-
ed by B.E.I.Nwofor Esq in 
2013 which was used for 
the said election, Nwankwo 
said any constitution that is 
not signed by the incumbent 
traditional ruler is null and 

void citing Section 12 of  the 
Anambra State Traditional 
Law. 

“let it be known that there 
is no legal NPU in Nawfia 
pending the determination 
of  Suit No NN/ 48/ 2020 
for the determination of  
Fraud committed in 2013 
against the people of  Naw-
fia through a kangaroo con-
stitution.

“Igwe Nwankwo is chal-
lenging his Suspension/
Withdrawal of  certificate 
in Suit No: A/ 273/2020 
for his fundamental human 
right and Suit No: A/ 53/ 
2021 asking for the interpre-
tation of  2007 Traditional 

Ruler’s law if  due process 
was followed by this law.

“It is imperative to know 
that as far as these cases 
challenging the Suspen-
sion/ Withdrawal of  Certif-
icate of  Igwe Nwankwo is 
not decided, he remains the 
Igwe Nawfia,” he said.

On the state government 
keeping silent on the elec-
tion despite its order for can-
celation, the traditional ruler 
said: “ I don’t think the gov-
ernment would have done 
anything, the only thing we 
are waiting for is to find out 
how the government will en-
tertain them. If  the govern-
ment allows them to go to 

the local government which 
is the first prerequisite of  
recognizing a traditional rul-
er, then we will know they 
are taking side.”

On the involvement of  
the Igwe Ralph Ekpeh, the 
traditional ruler of  Enug-
wu-Ukwu Kingdom at the 
purported election, the 
embattled Nwankwo said 
the case has gone beyond 
the traditional leadership 
institution of  Nawfia, stat-
ing that Igwe Ralph Ekpeh 
has committed a taboo by 
working with the opposition 
group to enthrone monarch 
on his fellow traditional rul-
er.

Athur Eze, others petition NJC, NBA
over Anambra communities’ land dispute
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

An Oil Magnet, Prince 
Arthur Eze, has peti-

tioned the National Judicial 
Council (NJC) against Chief  
Judge of  Anambra State, 
Justice Onochie Anyachi-
belu, over the lingering land 
dispute between Ukpo and 
Abba communities in Dunu-
kofia local government area 
of  the state.

In a petition he personally 
signed, Prince Eze said the 
legal tussle over the disput-
ed land had been settled by 
the Supreme Court but the 
Chief  Judge of  Anambra 
has assigned a suit on the 
same matter to a High Court 
judge for adjudication.

He said, in a judgment on 
the Ukpo/Abba land dis-
pute, “the Supreme Court 
in SC/5B9/2D16 held that 
the land in despute belongs 
to and is owned by Ukpo 

Graceland Baptist Church, Irete, Owerri being consecrated on Sunday.

community. As the Apex 
Court in the land, this deci-
sion of  the Supreme Court 
is and ought to be the final 
judgment in respect of  the 
matter, and no other court, 
much less a High Court, has 
the power or jurisdiction to 
entertain the matter again.

“This is because after the 
decision of  the Supreme 
Court on the matter, the 
Abba people boasted that 
the Chief  Judge will re-hear 
the case. True to the boast, 
the Chief  Judge assigned 
the case to the High Court 
for trial. 

The court heard the case 
and threw it out, because the 
Supreme Court had deter-
mined the matter. The same 
lawyers brought a motion to 
set aside the judgment and 
relist the suit.

“Thereafter, the Chief  
Judge assigned the case 
again to another court. This 
is wrong in the judiciary. It 

is totally out of  tune with 
all known judicial principles 
in the administration of  jus-
tice.

“Against this backdrop, 
I appeal to you to wade 
into this conduct of  the 
Chief  Judge, and determine 
whether it is right and prop-
er for the Chief  Judge to 
assign a case for trial, when 
he knew that the Supreme 
Court had determined the 
case.

Also, the President Gen-
eral of  Ukpo Development 
Union, Honourable Chuks 
Chukwuka, has also pe-
titioned the Nigerian Bar 
Association NBA, against 
a Senior Advodate of  Ni-
geria (SAN), Chief  Arthur 
Obi Okafor, over the same 
matter.

In his petition, the Presi-
dent General, told the Le-
gal Practitioners Privileges 
Committee of  the NBA that 
Chief  Okafor’s action in 

taking the land dispute case 
determined by the Supreme 
Court was capable of  mak-
ing the legal profession a 
laughing stock to members 
of  the public.

The union stated that a 
land dispute between Ukpo 
and Abba communities in 
Anambra State was litigated 
upon to the Supreme Court 
and the apex court delivered 
a judgment in which it held 
that the land in dispute is 
owned by Ukpo communi-
ty.

 The petition said: “Nat-
urally, the decision by the 
Apex Court in the land 
should be the final judgment 
over the matter. However, it 
is sad and unfortunate that a 
senior counsel, Arthur Obi 
Okafor SAN, proceeded to 
file a fresh suit in respect 
of  the same matter on be-
half  of  his clients, the Abba 
Community, in the High 
Court of  Anambra State.

Uzodimma using my name to
divert public attention from
loan requests - Okorocha

F
ormer Governor of  
Imo State and senator 
representing Imo West 

senatorial district in the sen-
ate, Senator Rochas Okoro-
cha, has advised Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to stop us-
ing him (Okorocha) to divert 
public attention
 The former Governor was 
accused by the Imo State gov-
ernment of  master minding 
attacks on the Imo State Po-
lice headquarters, and Cor-
rectional Centre, Owerri by 
unknown gunmen on Easter 
Monday.
 About 1, 800 inmates were 
freed by the gunmen at the 
Correction Centre.
 Okorocha, through a state-
ment by his Media Adviser, 
Sam Onwuemedo, on Sun-
day said “the truth is that 
each time the governor wants 
to take a fresh loan, he would 
raise an issue against Okoro-
cha to divert the attention of  
Imo people and the general 
public. The domestic debt of  
Imo now is N150 billion. And 
Poverty level has gone up to 
65% as against 19 percent in 
January, 2019.  
 Part of  the statement read 

“We also want to use this op-
portunity to inform the gener-
al public that, we decided to 
leave the Imo Governor and 
his government in the Court 
of  Public Opinions, over their 
allegations against Okorocha 
Concerning the unfortunate 
and worrisome Owerri at-
tacks. 
 “Nigerians of  good spirits 
have been able to “download” 
or dissect the allegations and 
have decided on their own, to 
hold the briefs of  Okorocha. 
And we are satisfied with 
that.
 “An incident that happened 
on the wee hours of  Monday, 
April 5, 2021. By 3pm, the 
same Monday, the governor 
had issued a statement and 
said, it was IPOB that was be-
hind the attacks. Forty eight 
(48) hours after, the same 
governor said that, aggrieved 
Politicians from the State 
were behind the attacks and 
no more IPOB.
 “The same day, the gover-
nor’s Commissioner for In-
formation, Hon. Mbadiwe 
Emelumba said, it was former 
Governor Okorocha who was 
behind the attacks.
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 h u m a n  r i g h t s 

Ar e s e a r c h  a n d 
advocacy  g roup, 

International Society for 
Civil Liberties and the Rule 
of  Law (Intersociety), said 
that the Nigerian military 
within 10 months, allegedly 
killed 350 Christian Civilians. 

Intersociety in a statement 
signed on Saturday, 10th 
April 2021, by its Principal 
O f f i c e r s :  E m e k a 
Umeagbalas i ,  Obianuju 
I g b o e l i  a n d  C h i d i m m a 
Udegbunam made available 
to our reporter, accused the 
army of  massacr ing  of  
d e f e n s e l e s s  C h r i s t i a n 
civilians with uttermost 
impunity.

T h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
investigative rights group said 
that in the past ten months 
surveyed, or from July 2020 
to first week of  April 2021, 
350 defenseless Christian 
civilians, if  not more, have 
been massacred by the Army 
in its peacetime internal 
security operations (non war 
situations). 

E x p l a i n i n g  h ow  3 5 0 
Christian civilians were 
massacred by Army in 10 
months, the Intersociety gave 
a list of  event and places the 
alleged massacre took place, 
the date and months.

"In Takum Taraba, 30 
unarmed Christian civilians 
were killed by soldiers on 
29th/30th June 2020 and at 
Emene in Enugu, at least 30 
Christian civilians were 
killed. 

"On 20th Oct 2020, at least 
20, mostly Christians were 
killed at Lekki in Lagos State 
and across the Southeast 
during EndSARS protests in 
the same Oct 2020, at least 30 
d e f e n s e l e s s  C h r i s t i a n 
civil ians were kil led by 
soldiers in Enugu, Abia, 
Anambra, Imo and Ebonyi. 

"Between 21st Oct and 

m i d  N o v  2 0 2 0 ,  A r m y 
massacred  a t  l eas t  102 
Christian civilians in Obigbo 
and environs in Rivers State. 
Between 14th and 22nd Jan 
2021, Army killed at least ten 
Christian civilians including 
six farmers in Orlu, Imo 
State. 

"On 5th April 2020, at 
least 30 Christian civilians 
were killed by soldiers in 
Essien-Udim, Akwa Ibom 
State and on 6th to 7th April 
2021, 100 Christian civilians 
or more were massacred by 
soldiers in Shangev-Tiev, 
K o n s h i s h a  L o c a l 
Government Area located in 
Benue State and dozens of  
others are still missing. These 
are just to cite but a few."

Intersociety said that the 
most disheartening of  it all is 
that the defenseless victims, 
slain on the grounds of  their 
religion and ethnicity, were 

massacred by soldiers in 
revenge for loss of  their 
colleagues. 

They said that it has 
become a norm in Nigeria 
that 'when criminal citizens' 
attack and kill soldiers, the 
Army turns around and 
m a s s a c r e s  d e f e n s e l e s s 
civilians, especially Christian 
civilians in revenge and labels 
t h e  s l a i n  v i c t i m s  a s 
"hoodlums".

The group further faulted 
the deployment of  Muslims 
to head military, intelligence 
and security formations in the 
Christian dominated parts of  
the country, describing it as 
part of  the jihadist agenda.

The group said it has also 
investigated and found that 
one of  the major triggers of  
Army targeted massacre of  
defenseless Christian civilian 
population at slightest or no 
provocat ion  in  Niger ia 

especially in the Christian 
held part is domination and 
c o n t r o l  o f  k e y  A r m y 
commands in the areas by 
senior officers of  Fulani-
Hausa Muslim extraction. 

The group on the other 
hand, said that it also found 
out  that Christian Army 
commanders in Muslim held 
Northern part of  the country 
are minutely insignificant in 
umber and where they are 
posted, they tightly work 
under what appears to be 
“caliphate instructions”. 

Intersociety said that the 
takeover and control of  key 
Army formations in Christian 
held part of  the country by 
these Muslim officers is found 
to be a deliberate policy of  the 
p re sen t  gover nment  o f  
Nigeria and has been majorly 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
disproportionate security and 
s a f e t y  o f  t h e  a f f e c t e d 

Christian civilian population 
and their properties.

The group said the posting 
o f  M u s l i m  A r m y 
Commanders into Christian 
dominated parts not only put 
Christian civilians in danger 
in their various communities, 
but also exposing them to 
attacks by Jihadist Fulani 
Herdsmen, jihadist Fulani 
“Bandits” and others.

Intersociety went on to list 
the names of  the Muslim 
Army Commanders in the 
nine Christian held States of  
Benue, Edo, Delta, Anambra, 
Imo, Rivers, Abia, Rivers and 
Akwa Ibom explaining that 
they discovered that all their 
key Army commanders are 
F u l a n i - H a u s a  M u s l i m 
officers and one Southwest 
Muslim. 

" I n  B e n u e  S t a t e , 
Commander of  Operation 
Whirl Stroke is Major Gen 
Yekini Adeyemi (Southwest 
Muslim), Commander of  401 
Special  Forces Brigade, 
Makurdi is Brigadier Gen 
Samai'la Mohammed Uba 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) and 
Commanding Officer of  72 
Special Forces Battalion, 
Makurdi (as at Jan 2021) is Lt 
Col A.D. Alhassan (Fulani-
Hausa Muslim). 

"In Edo State, Brigade 
Commander of  4 Brigade, 
Benin is Brigadier Gen MA 
S a d i q  ( F u l a n i - H a u s a 
Muslim), in Delta State, 
Brigade Commander of  63 
Brigade; Asaba is Brigadier 
Gen A Idris (Fulani-Hausa 
Muslim). 

" I n  A n a m b r a  S t a t e, 
Cantonment Commandant 
o f  t h e  3 0 2  A r t i l l e r y 
Regiment, Onitsha is Col  
A b d u l s a l a m  A b u b a k a r 
S a m b o  ( F u l a n i - H a u s a 
Musl im),  in  Imo State, 
Brigade Commander of  34 
Brigade, Obinze is Brigadier 
Gen Ibrahim Tukura (Fulani-

Continues on Pg. 16

How Nigerian military killed
350 christian civilians in
10 months – Intersociety
...Faults deployment of Muslims to head military formations in Christian dominated areas
...Says death of a soldier in Christian communities attracts genocidal reprisal
By Nonye Udumiri
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Hausa Muslim), in Abia 
State, Brigade Commander 
of  14 Brigade, Ohafia is Brig 
Gen M. Ibrahim (Fulani-
Hausa Muslim). 

"In Akwa Ibom State, 
Brigade Commander of  2 
Brigade, Uyo is Brigadier 
G e n  Fa r u k  M i j i n yawa 
(Fulani-Hausa Muslim) and 
in Rivers State, GOC, 6 
Division, Port Harcourt is 
M a j o r  G e n  S a m b o  G 
Mohammed (Fulani-Hausa 
Muslim). These are just to 
mention but a few."

The group said that the 
Nigerian Army has adopted 
the slogan that it a taboo for 
soldiers to die, but now 
customary for civilians to be 
massacred, as the army now 
enjoys carrying reprisal 
attacks on innocent civilians 
in Christian communities 
w h e n e ve r  a t t a c k e d  b y 
criminal elements.

"It further saddens our 
heart that security and safety 
of  the defenseless civilian 
citizens of  Nigeria have now 
been turned upside down and 
privatized by the country's 
security forces particularly 
the Nigerian Army; whereby 
'it is now a taboo for soldiers 
or other security personnel to 
die in the line of  their duties, 
but customary for civilians to 
be massacred'. 

"That is to say that death 
of  a soldier in nowadays 
Nigeria instantly attracts 
genocidal reprisal against 
d e f e n s e l e s s  c i v i l i a n s 
particularly Christians. 

"Despite being paid and 
catered for on hourly and 
daily basis by Nigerians and 
their  commonwealth to 
d e f e n d  a n d  p r o t e c t 
defenseless citizens of  the 
country and their properties, 
the reverse is now the case."

Intersociety revealed that 
religious profiling and hate 
soldiering are on rampage in 
Nigeria, as the Army, from all 
indicat ions,  i s  der iv ing 
sadistic joy in turning its 

weapons of  death against 
d e f e n s e l e s s  C h r i s t i a n 
civilians at slightest or no 
provocation, but rescinding 
same or looking blindly the 
other side when attacked by 
Muslims in Muslim areas.

"Following our recent 
investigative findings, it was 
found that the Army lost at 
least 300 soldiers in 2020 and 
most of  them were killed in 
the Muslim held Northeast 
and Northwest by Muslim 
insurgency groups and yet, 
heaven did not fall. 

"The Army also does little 
or nothing when Muslim 
insurgency group like jihadist 
Fulani Herdsmen and jihadist 
Fulani “Bandits” attack and 
slaughter defenseless citizens 
especially Christians. 

"In the three months and 
t en  days  o f  th i s  2021 , 
according to the Nigerian 
Security Weekly Tracker 
reports of  the Council on 
Foreign Relations owned by 
John Campbell, a former US 
Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Nigerian Army has lost a total 
of  70 soldiers, with 58 lost in 
Borno State alone, Nasarawa 

nine, Gusau three and so on 
(compared to about 25 in 
Benue, SS and SE); "yet the 
attackers are still on the prowl 
and the communities where 
the attacks took place have 
not been wiped out or razed. 
S u c h  M u s l i m  h e l d 
communi t i e s  inc lud ing 
Damboa, Dikwa, Chibok, 
M a i d u g u r i ,  N a s a r awa , 
Gusau, Kukawa, Marte, 
Koya and Guzamala are till 
date inhabited and their 
houses, mosques and emir 
palaces intact."

Intersociety said that 
contrary to the treatments 
g i v e n  t o  M u s l i m 
communities, the recent case 
in Akwa-Ibom and Benue 
State communities that are 
Christian dominated prove 
the religious profiling of  the 
Nigerian Army.

"For losing 11 soldiers in 
Benue State, 100 defenseless 
Christian civilians or more 
were massacred and dozens 
gone miss ing and their 
d w e l l i n g  h o u s e s  a n d 
properties including the 
Palace of  the respected 
Traditional Ruler of  Agidi 

(Tyoor Unaha Koko) razed or 
set on fire. 

"In Akwa Ibom State 
(Essien-Udim LGA), for 
losing some police officers 
and  o ther s  to  c r imina l 
c i t i z e n s ,  d e f e n s e l e s s 
Christian civilians numbering 
30 or more were slaughtered 
by soldiers and their homes 
and properties razed or burnt. 

"Survivors were forced to 
flee and take refuge in a 
Catholic Church. According 
to  facts  emerging f rom 
Shangev-Tiev, Konshisha 
Local Government Area of  
Benue, apart from massacring 
100 or more, the Nigerian 
Army also 'bombed, razed 
and  demol i shed  fa r ms, 
s c h o o l s,  h o s p i t a l s  a n d 
residences' belonging to over 
1 5  r u r a l  C h r i s t i a n 
Communities of  Bonta, Tse-
Jembe, Tse-Anyom, Gbinde, 
Mbaakpur,  Aku,  Agidi , 
Gungul, Adoka, Guleya, 
Awajir, Shiliki, Achono and 
Ulam Communities” and 
forced thousands to flee their 
homes till date."

Intersociety said that the 
Benue Army massacre, the 

latest in its litany of  civilian 
massacres since August 2015, 
truly and fully bears color of  
religious and ethnic profiling 
and hate soldiering.

"Otherwise how could 
soldiers, sent to man and 
patrol boundary demarcation 
areas between the people of  
Shangev-Tiev in Konshisha 
Local Government and the 
a n c e s t r a l  I g e d e  I g b o 
C o m mu n i t y  i n  O k p u t e 
l o c a t e d  i n  O j u  L o c a l 
Government turn around and 
levy unprovoked massacre on 
same citizens they were sent 
to protect?

"Yet the same soldiers had 
severally turned and are still 
turning blind eyes against 
genocidal Fulani Herdsmen 
who have massacred over 400 
Benue Christians since Jan 
2020 and recently attempted 
to assassinate the Christian 
sitting Governor of  the State. 

“This is to the extent that 
till date, no single jihadist 
a t t a c k e r  h a s  b e e n 
apprehended by the Army 
even when the group that did 
the attack came out and 
claimed responsibility."

Continued from Pg. 15

Issues
Death of a soldier in Christian
communities attracts genocidal
reprisal – Intersociety

Maj. Gen. Attahiru, Chief of Army StaffMaj. Gen. Attahiru, Chief of Army StaffMaj. Gen. Attahiru, Chief of Army Staff Rev. Ayokunle, CAN President
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mo State Governor, Hope Uzodimma has blamed the recent attack on security facilities in the state on aggrieved politicians, saying Itheir aim was to destabilize his government and that of President Muhammadu Buhari. He stated this last Wednesday during an 
interview, three days after gunmen stormed the Nigerian Correctional Services and the Police Headquarters in Imo State, freeing an 

unspecified number of prison inmates. He said the aim was to force the Federal Government to declare a state of emergency in Imo. 
Similarly, the state commissioner for information, Declan Emelumba, said Senator Okorocha sponsored some northern youths who 
called for the declaration of a state of emergency in Imo barely hours after the attacks. He alleged that the former governor wanted to get 
back at Uzodimma for insisting on the implementation of the White Paper that indicted the Senator for alleged looting and land 
grabbing. Displaying a purported copy of a press statement by the northern youths where they castigated Uzodimma but praised 
Okorocha, Emelumba said it was not rocket science for people to know the person behind the attacks. However, the former governor 
urged Governor Hope Uzodimma to stop politicizing security matters. Okorocha, who represents Imo West Senatorial District, said 
Uzodimma should rather seek his counsel on how to deal with criminality.

ecall that the man had gone to court to stop the commission from sitting. RWhen that failed, he approached Governor Uzodimma to disband the panels. 
“When that failed, he resorted to violence to repossess property government 

had sealed. That is the motive for the attacks. Monday's attacks were orchestrated to 
portray Uzodimma as an incompetent governor.  “How come the former governor is not 
condemning the attacks if  not because it is his brainchild?”  “Their (attackers') tactics is 
that they try to identify grievances of  people in a particular area. If  it is in Imo State and 
probably there are some IPOB people who are not happy, they hire hoodlums from 
outside Imo State, they bring them in pretending to be IPOB and they commit these 
crimes and they go away. “So, it is not about IPOB. Yes, we agree, we have aggrieved IPOB 
members but I can tell you those who are doing this destruction, most of  them were 
brought in from outside Imo State.”  “It is not only on my government, it is both on my 
government and the Federal Government. We have credible evidence leading to those 
who paid the hoodlums, where they met, and how they met. Security agencies are already 
working with this information,” “Some people are trying to sponsor a synchronized 
national crisis to bring the government of  Muhammadu Buhari to disrepute, otherwise 
tell me why these things are happening at this time, particularly in Imo, APC state. 
“People are sponsoring these people. Some of  them already caught have made 
confessional statements. I am going to forward my report to the central government.”

he recent attacks on the police headquarters and the correctional centre in Imo State, Tthe unending herdsmen crises, the banditry, the unending Boko Haram, kidnapping – 
these are all products of  poverty and injustice. “While I call for peace and 

understanding, we have a duty as leaders to correct these ugly issues of  injustices and poverty 
which are ravaging the country. “During my time as governor, Imo State was very peaceful and 
these security issues and agitations were on. We applied wisdom in the sense that we talked with 
the traditional rulers, the youth leaders and made them see reasons. “That is the way to go, 
engaging them with issues rather than this idea of  bringing in Air Force and Army as a first 
measure. “Whoever is saying politicians are involved is trying to politicize the whole thing. I don't 
think that any sane politician will go and ask youths to shoot at the Police headquarters and all 
that. “My message to him (Uzodimma) is that he should face the challenge of  leadership and 
consultation at this time. “If  the governor consulted me and said: 'how did you handle IPOB 
during your time that there was peace in Imo State? How did you handle the issue of  kidnapping? 
How did you handle the issue of  agitators?' I would have told him. “During my time, we collected 
more than 100 AK-47 rifles from the youths who came for exchange willingly just by talking to 
them. We must always understand that these children are ours. “We are overloading the military 
and the police in trying to help the situation when we have not tackled the issues of  injustices in 
this country and the issues of  poverty. “As long as these continue in the form and shape they are 
going on, and as long as young men wake up in the morning and no job and poverty are ravaging 
the system, there is little or nothing the armed forces can do because it is a growing thing. “The 
young men are coming out of  schools, they are not getting jobs. We must address those.”

By Anthony Ogbekile

Imo suffers again as Okorocha,
Uzodimma fight dirty over prisons,
police attacks

Okorocha sponsored thugs to discredit
Imo govt – Uzodimma

Consult me for effective security
– Okorocha 
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Nwankwo: Nigeria's leading

scorer in Europe
imeon Nwankwo 

Sremains the leading 
Nigeria scorer in 

Europe's Top 5 leagues 
after he fired his 16th goal 
of  the season for FC 
Crotone.

Crotone fell 3-2 to 
Spezia Saturday, but 
'Simy' scored in his sixth 
straight game.

L a s t  s e a s o n ,  t h e 
striker notched 20 goals to 
earn promotion to the 
Italian top flight for his 
club.

Terem Moffi has eight 
goals in the French Ligue 
1 ,  w h i l e  K e l e c h i 
Iheanacho has also netted 
eight goals in the Premier 
League.

fe Ajagba in the early Ehours  o f  Sunday, 
April 11, in the United 

States of  America resumed 
his knockout ways.

T h e  2 0 1 6  N i g e r i a n 
O l y m p i a n  a n d  r i s i n g 
heavyweight contender made 
a statement in an emphatic 
3rd round knockout of  Brian 
Howard. A right hand put 
Howard down and out in their 
ESPN-televised chief  support 
Saturday evening on in front 
of  a sold-out crowd at Osage 
Casino in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Ajagba was fighting for 
the second time since signing 
with Top Rank, which was 
also accompanied by a switch 
in trainer from Ronnie Shields 
to Kay Koroma in the greater 
Houston area. The first bout 
under than union produced a 
decision win over Jonathan 
Rice, though in an uneven 
performance.

T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g 
unsatisfactory about Ajagba's 
latest  performance. The 
undefeated prospect was 
measured in the opening 
r o u n d ,  w a l k i n g  d o w n 
Howard who was fighting 
with a heavy heart as he was 
forced to bury his passing 

a n c h e s t e r MUnited could 
have  t roub le 

offloading Edinson Cavani 
this summer, because of  a 
newly revealed contract 
stipulation.

T h e  U K  M i r r o r 
reports United would have 
to pay the Uruguay striker 
£2 million if  he leaves Old 

Trafford at the end of  this 
season, even if  they want 
him to remain.

The pay-out clause in 
Cavani's contract might 
give the Red Devils second 
thoughts about letting the 
player cut his two-year deal 
short.

Cavani is believed to 
be pushing for a move to 

arcelona forward, BOusmane Dembele, 
has snubbed manager, 

Ronald Koeman and named 
C h e l s e a  b o s s,  T h o m a s 
Tuchel as the best coach he 

ever worked with.
Dembele was coached by 

Tuchel during their time 
t o g e t h e r  a t  B o r u s s i a 
Dortmund.

The France international 

said Tuchel convinced him 
d u r i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  a t 
Dortmund, adding that the 
former PSG manager was his 
favourite coach.

“Thomas Tuchel really 
convinced me. He's  my 
f avo u r i t e  t r a i n e r  t o o,” 
Dembele said.

“With Thomas Tuchel, I 
played a little more on the 
right side at the start of  the 
season and then he refocused 
me in the axis at the No.10 
and sometimes even in the 
middle of  three.

“He was telling me to stay 
a little in the middle of  the 
field, to take the espresso, and 
the ball will come, and there 

you go.
“Would I have stayed in 

Dortmund if  Thomas Tuchel 
had not left? It would have 
b e e n  h a r d  t o  l e a v e 
Dortmund, Thomas Tuchel 
would have held me back.”

Boca Juniors.
The 34-year-

old's father cast 
doubt over his 
f u t u r e  w i t h 
U n i t e d  l a s t 
month, when he 
claimed his son 
was unhappy in 
E n g l a n d  a n d 
wo u l d  n o t  b e 
s t a y i n g  f o r  a 
second season.

Earlier this 
we e k ,  U n i t e d 
m a n a g e r  O l e 
G u n n a r 
S o l s k j a e r , 
admitted Cavani 
has not yet made 
up his mind about 
his future.

mother earlier in the week.
A c t i o n  w a s  s t e a d y 

through two rounds before 
Ajagba punched for the 
highlight reel in round three. 
A right hand caught Howard 
clean on the chin, sending 
him sprawling to the canvas in 
f o r c i n g  a n  i m m e d i a t e 
stoppage. Medical attention 
was sought as Howard (15-5, 
11KOs) was down for several 
minutes before making it to 
his feet and out of  the ring 
under his own power.

Ajagba improves—in 
every sense of  the word—to 
15-0 (12KOs) with the win.

“It feels really good,” 
Ajagba told ESPN's Bernardo 
Osuna. “I listened to the 
corner, they told me to start to 
the body and then go to the 
head. When I started with the 
jab to the body, it caused him 
to drop his hands. Then came 
the right hand.”

Ajagba-Howard served 
as the televised opener of  an 
ESPN telecast, headlined by 
t h e  va c a n t  W B O  l i g h t 
heavywe igh t  t i t l e  f i gh t 
between Joe Smith Jr. (26-3, 
21KOs) and Maxim Vlasov 
(45-3, 26KOs).

Efe Ajagba ruthlessly
knocks out Brian
Howard in
third round

EPL: Man Utd refuse to pay Cavani
£2 million to leave Old Trafford

Barcelona's Dembele
snubs Koeman, names
his best manager

Simy

Cavani

Dembele
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at-trick is a hat 

Htrick; it does 
not matter if  

it's not a 'perfect one'.
Kelechi Iheanacho 

joined a host of  others to 
net a hat-trick in the 
premier league. The 
performance earned 
him the English Premier 
League player of  the 
month for March 2021.

Here is a list of  
players from Nigeria 
who had netted three 
times in a game

1 .  Y a k u b u 
Aiyegbeni (The Yak)

T h e  E d o - b o r n 
former Julius Berger 
player started his treble 
when he featured for an 
I s r a e l i  c l u b  s i d e , 
Maccabi Haifa in the 
Champions  League 

rsenal are close 

Ato tying highly-
rated Nigeria-

born youngster Folarin 
Balogun down to a new 
contract.

Balogun's current 
deal is due to expire in the 
summer and Arsenal 
have been in talks with 
him for several months.

At times it looked 
l ike  the  19-year -o ld 
would be leaving, with 
c l u b s  i n  G e r m a n y 
showing a strong interest 
in him but Arsenal are 
now close to agreeing a 
contract with Balogun 
that will see him commit 
himself  to the club.

The forward has an 

impressive goal record 
for Arsenal's youth sides 
and he made his debut for 
the first team this season.

Balogun scored twice 
in the Europa League 
group stages and Mikel 
Arteta stated then that he 
wanted  to  kee p  the 
Nigeria-born youngster.

Interest from abroad 
– and the prospect of  
more game time – had 
caught Balogun's eye, but 
Arsenal will hope the 
saga is now over as they 
prepare for a pivotal 
s u m m e r  t r a n s f e r 
window.

against Olympiakos of  

Greece.
T h i s  g a m e  g o t 

a t t r a c t i o n s  f r o m 

managers in EPL where 

he scored hat-tricks for 

three different clubs 

(Blackbur n Rovers, 

E v e r t o n ,  a n d 

Por tsmouth)  in  the 

premier league.
His first hat-trick in 

E P L  c a m e  a g a i n s t 

Fulham in a 3–0 home 

win in December 2007 

while he netted his last 

treble in December 

2011.
Goal reported Yak 

has netted four trebles in 

the premier league, 

making him the only 

African player to ever 

achieve the feat.
2. Nwankwo Kanu 

(Papilo)
Fo r m e r  A r s e n a l 

striker and two- time 

African player of  the 

year, Nwankwo Kanu, 

got his treble against 

arch-rival Chelsea in 

1999, coming on as a 

s u b s t i t u t e  t o  h e l p 

Arsene Wenger's side 

win 3-2 at the Stamford 

Bridge in a London 

derby.
3 .  O s a z e 

Odemwingie
On 12 February, 

Odemwingie scored his 

first Premier League 

hat-trick for the club in a 

5–1 victory over Black 

C o u n t r y  r i v a l 

W o l v e r h a m p t o n 

Wanderers in 2011-2012 

season.
4. Efan Ekoku
Nigeria's first goal 

scorer in the Premier 

league, Ekoku scored 

f o u r  g o a l s  f o r 

Wimbledon including a 

h a t - t r i c k  i n  a  5 - 1 

triumph over Everton.
He played for Sutton 

United, Bournemouth, 

N o r w i c h  C i t y , 

W i m b l e d o n , 

Grasshoppers, Sheffield 

Wednesday and Dublin 

City with a total of  164 

career goals in 335 

l e a g u e  g a m e 

appearances. He is now 

53 years old.
5 .  K e l e c h i 

Iheanacho
The rave  o f  the 

moment, Iheanacho 

produced a brilliant 

display that earned him 

the EPL player of  the 

month award ahead of  

the likes of  Harry Kane, 

M o h a m m e d  S a l a h 

etc…
The Super Eagles 

star grabbed his first 

Premier League hat-

trick on Sunday, March 

14, helping Leicester 

City defeat Sheffield 

United 5-0.
His strike against 

Burnley was adjudged 

the Leicester City's goal 

of  the month of  March.

Five Nigerian footballers with EPL hattricks

Nigeria-born youngster
close to sealing new
Arsenal contract

BalogunEkokuIheanacho

Aiyegbeni

Odenwingie

Kanu
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spirits”. The lesson here is that if  
vultures who throng scenes where 
animals are sacrificed ritually to 
scavenge on the meat fail to appear 
at any such location, there must be 
an unusual development as reason 
for their absence. Reflecting on the 
run of  the recent attacks on the 
Owerri correctional centre and 
p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  p o i n t s  t o  a 
complement of  twists and turns 
which dictate that there is much 
more in the macabre drama than 
meets the eye. While the initial 
reports seemed to have stripped the 
development of  some of  its more 
seedy angles, the visit by the Vice 
President Yemi Osinbanjo on a 
damage assessment mission to the 
crisis sites, seemed to have opened 
up the Pandora's Box of  inanities 
which preceded and trailed the 
development.

According to media reports, 
the extensive scope of  the damage 
to the two facilities was not 
through an air borne raid whereby 
it could have taken by surprise, the 
complement of  on ground security 
agents including a nearby check 
point mounted by the Nigerian 
Army. Another report has it that 
charges of  dynamite were used to 
blow up the damaged facilities. 
Could it have been that the 
deafening noise from such assault 
did not get to the soldiers nearby?  
In the same vein, a few questions 
have been trending since the 
incident including the following. 
Firstly is that given the proximity 
of  the attacked premises from a 
military location just a few 
kilometres away, why did the 
soldiers not intervene as routine 
duty demands? Did they not have 
any inkling of  what was going on 
around them?

Secondly did the leaderships of  
both the Nigerian Correctional 
C e n t r e  a n d  N i ge r i a  Po l i c e 
Command in Imo State reach out 
to the military for back-up and 
were denied such support? What 
of  the official security apparatus of  
the Governor of  Imo State who 
failed to respond as required even 
as the scenes of  assault were close 
to the Imo State Government 
House? Were they sleeping on duty 
when their principal could have 
been kidnapped for ransom or 
some  o ther  un toward  end? 
Meanwhile there are also other 
angles to the development such as 
the  t rending  twis t  that  the 
Department of  State Security 

or some weeks now, the Fcity of Owerri capital of 
Imo State, (easily the 

heartland of Ndigbo) has been 
in the news for less than 
edifying reasons. While the 
latest of these may be the recent 
Easter day jail break following 
an attack on the Nigerian 
Correctional Services (prison) 
in Owerri, which led to the 
escape of about 1,800 prisoners, 
as well as the destruction of 
parts of the premises of the 
headquarters of the Imo State 
Po l i ce  Command  a l so  in 
Owerri, signs of the anomy had 
been palpable for some time but 
were apparently unheeded not 
only by the authorities, but also 
a wide cross section of  the 
masses.

For instance, just before 
the attack on the correctional 
f a c i l i t y  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e 
premises, there had been a 
running flare-up between the 
N i g e r i a n  m i l i t a r y  a n d 
suspected locations of  one 
shadowy, supposedly armed 
militant group that goes by the 
n a m e  E a s t e r n  S e c u r i t y 
Network (ESN) around Orlu, 
one of  the principal towns in 
Imo State. This was preceded 
by a face-off  between the 
s i t t i n g  g o v e r n o r  H o p e 
U z o d i n m a  o f  t h e  A l l 
Progressives Congress (APC), 
and the immediate past one – 
Rochas Okorocha also of  the 
APC, and which showed signs 
of  deep seated animosity and 
inclination for bellicosity 
between them and their 
r e s p e c t i v e  f o l l o w e r s . 
Meanwhile, Uzodinma had 
come into office after an 
acrimonious electoral battle 
against Emeka Ihedioha of  the 
Peoples Democratic Party ( 
PDP), which was resolved 
through a Supreme Court 
judgment that was based on 
still widely contested legal 
premises. One could go on and 
on reeling out instances that 
p o i n t  t o  a  b u i l d - u p  o f  
resentment that would likely 
ignite into full blown fracas 
some time, some day.

A popular Ibo proverb says 
that “if  vultures are not 
sighted at the scene of  a 
sacrifice then there must be a 
problem in the land of  the 

Services (DSSS) had earlier 
warned of  the likelihood of  such 
an anomic development anytime.

Putting the recent Owerri flare-
up in proper context reinforces the 
e v e r  d i s t u r b i n g  a n d  m o s t 
unedifying picture that country's 
security architecture leaves much 
to be desired. This factor alone 
changes the dynamics of  the 
Owerri flare-ups as being more 

than a local issue for Imo State 
alone, but a national security 
breach.

Be that as it may, the onus lies 
on the Ndigbo intelligentsia, to be 
guided by the circumstances of  a 
seeming escalation of  turbulence 
in their environs with the recent 
Owerri flare-ups as the new high 
point. If  they do not see a looming, 
scary picture of  their community 

spiraling inexorably down a 
vortex of  perdition, they must 
misreading the situation. It is 
beyond conjecture that their 
house is on fire, set by a few of  
them. And in the circumstances 
only their enterprise can resolve 
the situation.

A word they say is enough for 
the wise. And by any measure, 
Ndigbo are wise people.
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NAME:
Fortunatus Esther Chizobam

AGE:
23 years

FROM:
Umuonyeukwu Umudim Ikeduru LGA Imo 
State

ACTIVITIES:
200L English Language; UNIVERSITY OF 
NIGERIA NSUKKA (ALVAN CAMPUS)
Model & Actress 

HOBBIES: 
Singing, writing, taking pics, reading

Facebook: Fortunatus Esther  
Instagram: queenesther8534 

Flare-ups in Owerri, South East: Ndigbo, Ozoemenanu!
By Monima Daminabo

UEFA Champions League fixtures 
Tuesday 13 April 

Chelsea vs Porto: - 1x& GG,  PSG vs Bayern: - GG &over 2.5 goals

Wednesday 14 April
 Dortmund vs Man City: - 0ver 2.5,  Liverpool vs Real Madrid: - GG&over 2.5 goals

Abia’s hostile neighbours
on the increase
Set to unravel source of  suspected explosive device
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