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By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he Deputy Gover-
nor of  Imo State, 
Prof. Placid Njo-

ku has announced that 
the state government has 
designed programmes to 
improve the fishery agro 
sub-sector in the state.

The deputy governor 
made this disclosure, on 
Friday, when the execu-
tive members of  Fisher-
ies Union Cooperative 
Federation of  Nigeria, 

Imo govt to improve on agro fishery
sub-sector - Imo Deputy Governor

led by the state coordi-
nator, Mr. Christopher 
Nwaiwu visited him at 
the government house, 
Owerri. 

He said the government 
was working hard for the 
state to be included in the 
World Bank Fish pro-
gramme, to actualize the 
fish facility project in the 
state. 

Prof. Njoku described 
Imo State as one of  the 
best places to produce 
marine fish in the coun-

try, pointing out that 
large production of  fish, 
especially marine fish 
would meet the needs 
of  the people, as well as 
replace the ice fish pres-
ently dominating the fish 
market. 

The deputy governor 
stressed that fish produc-
tion required the right 
fingerlings, infrastruc-
ture, feed, processing 
and storage equipment, 
as well as packaging and 
distribution to meet the 

fish needs of  the people.
Njoku announced 

that government live-
stock productivity and 
residence support pro-
gramme, which has a 
component of  fish farm-
ing, would address the 
issue of  fish facilities. 

He promised that gov-
ernment would look into 
their challenges, with a 
view to solving them. 

Earlier in his address, 
the secretary general of  
the union, Pastor Aus-

By Uzoma Ogoke

Barely one week after a stu-
dent of  the Federal Uni-

versity of  Technology Owerri 
(FUTO) committed suicide, 
another tragedy has befallen 
the academic community as 
two students are feared dead.

This time, two students of 
the higher institution have 
died under mysterious cir-
cumstances, at their hostel in 
Eziobodo, while the third is 
being revived at the Federal 
Medical Centre (FMC), Ow-
erri.

Their deaths have, however 
been unofficially attributed to 
generator fumes.

Meanwhile, Imo State Po-
lice command has stepped 
in, to unravel the true cause 
of  the deaths. Officials of  the 
state command have iden-
tified the victims as Nkama 
Fred Eberechukwu “m” 22, 

Again, 2 students die in FUTO
the survivor, While the dead 
are, Udeagbala  Kenechukwu 
“m” 21 and Anale Stephen 
“m” 21.

A press release signed by 
the spokesman of  the Imo 
State Police command, S.P 
Ikeokwu Orlando over the 
incident reads thus:

“On the 4/3/21, at about 6 
pm, upon a report recieved at 
the Divisional Police Head-
quarter, Nekede/Ihiagwa, 
operatives of  the Division 
moved to the hotel in Eziobo-
do, and met the three (3) oc-
cupants of  one of  the rooms, 
identified as Nkama Fred 
Eberechukwu “m” 22yrs, 
Udeagbala Kenechukwu 
“m” 21 And Anele Stephen 
“m” 21, all lying helplessly in 
the room.

“The operatives broke into 
the room and immediately 
evacuated them to the Fed-
eral Medical Centre (FMC) 

Traders count loses as fire razes
down Onitsha plastic market 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A 
portion of  the plastic 
market Onitsha by 
Amobi Street was 

in the early hours of  Friday 
gutted by a mysterious fire.

News Echo gathered from 
a reliable source that the fire 
began around 3:45am in the 
morning. It took the inter-
vention of  the fire fighters 
and security men on ground 
to quench the fire.

The Police Public Relations 
Officer, Anambra State Po-
lice command, CSP Haruna 
Mohammed who confirmed 
the incident in a statement in 
Awka stated that no casualty 
was recorded as the fire was 
extinguished and investiga-
tion commenced to ascertain 
circumstances surrounding 
the incident.

He disclosed that Police 
operatives led by DPO, Cen-
tral Police Station (CPS), 
Onitsha, SP. Ifeanyi Iburu 
quickly mobilized to the 

scene and cordoned off  the 
area to prevent looting and 
further catastrophe.

Mohammed added that 
the Fire Service was equally 
contacted and they respond-
ed promptly even as he ob-
served that the fire was ex-
tinguished with the help of 
fire fighters and other sym-
pathizers in the area.

According to him, “No loss 
of  life and no injury have 
been reported. Investigation 
is ongoing to ascertain the 
extent of  damage and cir-

Suspected hoodlums must be
prosecuted for beating up officials
- ACTDA chairman
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

The Managing Direc-
tor, Awka Capital 

Territory Development 
Authority (ACTDA), 
Ven. Amaechi Okwuosa 
has ordered the arrest and 
prosecution of  7 hood-
lums who attacked and 
injured ACTDA officials.

Ameachi said that he 
wanted the immediate 
arrest of  the 7 suspected 
hoodlums. The hoodlums 
also destroyed the au-
thority’s property includ-
ing their official vehicle. 
The attack took place at 
Nibo, Awka South Local 
Government Area (LGA) 
which did not have build-
ing approvals.

News Echo gathered 
that one Ugochukwu Ok-
wuego, who was said to 
have connived with a site 
engineer, Cosmas Okeke 
arranged with the site 
owner to rent thugs that 
beat up the field officials.

The ACTDA boss said 
that he had issued several 
warnings about arresting 
anybody who would de-
light in molesting ACT-
DA field officials. I have 
cautioned several times 
against attacks on my 
men or face prosecution.

tin Ukachukwu, said the 
union was made up of  
women and men who are 
major stakeholders in fish 
farming, marketing and 
other fish related ven-
tures. 

He itemized some of  the 
challenges facing mem-
bers of  the union in the 
state, to include high cost 
of  feed, lack of  access to 
loans, lack of  processing 
and storage facilities and 
appealed for government 
support

The arrest and prosecu-
tion will serve as a deter-
rent to others who may 
be planning to carry out 
such acts at any time in 
the future.’’

In a reaction, one of  the 
suspects who identified 

himself  as `Tiller’ con-
firmed that the incident 
actually took place but 
denied being involved. 
The suspects are in police 
custody and would be ar-
raigned after police inves-
tigation.

Abia engineers donate 
food items to charity 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Nigerian Soci-
ety of  Engineers 
(NSE) Umuahia 

has donated food and oth-
er household items worth 
hundreds of  thousands to 
Agape Charity Home for 
Children.

Speaking to newsmen, 
NSE Chairman, Engr. 
Uzoma Ohia, said that 
the essence of  the charity 
visit, which saw the engi-
neers donated cartons of  
energy drinks, biscuits, 
instant noodles, toiletries, 
diapers, detergents, bag of  
rice and beans among oth-
ers, was to mark the 2021 
World Engineering Day.

He said the humanitar-
ian outreach was borne 
out of  love and passion to 
positively affect the lives 
of  the children and in turn 

better the society.
Responding, the ma-

tron of  Agape Chari-
ty Home for Children, 
Rose Okonkwo lauded 
the NSE for the gesture, 
which she described as 
food engineering, coming 
to the home when price 
of  goods are on the high 
side.

She pointed out that the 
issue of  banditry will be 
a thing of  the past, if  the 
needy and others in the 
same category are ade-
quately taken care of.

In a related development, 
the Head of  Engineer-
ing of  Michael Okpara 
University of  Agriculture 
Umudike (MOUAU), 
Engr. James Nnadozie 
Uchegbuo commended 
the NSE Umuahia branch 
for responding to the call 
of  humanity that demon-
strated that Engineers are 
better followers of  God; 
that take care of  both the 
physical and technologi-
cal needs of  the people.

He said the reason the 
economic and infrastruc-
tural development of  
Africa is backward is be-
cause the engineers who 
are the architects for de-
velopment of  any nation 
are not being given space 
in the management and 
leadership of  the African 
government.

Desist from active politics, traditional rulers urged
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Traditional Ruler 
of  Amanuke Eri King-
dom in Awka North 

Local Government Area of 
Anambra State, His Royal 
Majesty, Igwe Dennis Eze-
builo has urged Traditional 
Rulers to avoid participating 
in active political affairs as the 

custodian of  the culture and 
tradition of  the people.

The traditional ruler made 
the call at the weekend during 
an interaction session with 
journalists at his resident. 
Igwe Ezebuilo also noted 
that some Traditional Rulers 
in Anambra have undergone 
through turbulent times in the 
past due to their involvement 
in active politics.

Owerri, where two of  the 
victims were confirmed dead 
by the doctors on duty, but 
Nkama Fred Eberechukwu 
was successfully revived and 
presently receiving treatment. 

“Preliminary investigation 
revealed that the victims 
whom have been identified as 
students of   the Federal  Uni-
versity of  Technology Owerri 
(FUTO), might have suffo-
cated as a result of  the fume 
(carbon monoxide) whic h 
emanated from their power 
generating set, which they 
inhaled while sleeping, as 
the power generator was seen 
directly by the window in an 
enclosed space, and the fume 
discharging pipe pointing di-
rectly towards the window.

However, the Commission-
er of  Police, Imo State, Nasi-
ru Mohammed has ordered 
investigation into the matter, 
while efforts are ongoing to 
trace their relatives.

cumstances surrounding the 
incident.

“Meanwhile, the Commis-
sioner of  Police, CP Mon-
day Bala Kuryas appealed 
to the public to always apply 
safety precautions especially 
by switching off  all electrical 
appliances in their homes, 
shops and work places when 
not in use in order to avert 
similar ugly incidents which 
could also lead to loss of 
lives and injuries especially 
during this dry season.”

He warned that politicians 
would continue to treat the 
traditional stool with disdain 
if  traditional rulers fail to 
focus on their primary duty 
which is the upholding of  cul-
ture, tradition, peace and se-
curity of  their various towns 
and kingdoms.

According to him, tradition-
al rulers must take stand by 
giving and rendering advice 

and blessing to politicians 
irrespective of  their political 
party but must refrain from 
identifying or supporting any 
political party.

He emphasized on the need 
for men of  integrity and hon-
our to occupy the traditional 
stool as a scenario where per-
sons of  questionable charac-
ter are chosen or imposed on 
the people will bring the tradi-
tional stool to disrepute

Njoku
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From Nonye Udumiri,
 Aba

A 
gang of  criminals 
who specialize in 
robbing and kill-

ing operators of  Point of 
Sale (POS) in Aba, Abia 
State have been arrest-
ed by personnel of  Abia 
State Police Command.

News Echo reports that 
the arrest of  the criminals 
will make POS operators 
and frightened residents 
of  Aba to heave sighs of 
relief  as the notorious 
gang of  robbers have been 
terrorising the Enyimba 
City.

A reliable police source 
told News Echo that the 
arrest was carried out 
through intelligence oper-
ation by all the police tac-
tical teams in the state led 
by the Rapid Response 
Squad (RRS) in Aba.

Police nab killers of Aba POS operators
The source said the 

teams have been trailing 
the gang ever since it was 
confirmed they were re-
sponsible for the robbing 
of  many POS operators 
and killing of  about three 
of  their victims between 
January and February 
2021.

According to the source, 
the gang’s mode of  opera-
tion included sending two 
of  their members to dis-
guise as customers while 
two wait in their tricycle, 
immediate attack on arriv-
al at POS booth and trail-
ing the operators while 
heading to bank.

The source also told 
News Echo that after the 
gang succeeded in killing 
a female POS operator 
at Ukaegbu Road, Og-
bor-Hill barely 48 hours 
after killing a male opera-
tor at Market road, the po-

lice began trailing them.
News Echo also gath-

ered from the source that, 
on noticing that the Aba 
is no longer free for their 
nefarious act, the gang 
adopted the normal crim-
inal underground method 
of  lying low till the heat is 
over.

The source said that 
from the first week of  Feb-
ruary when they killed the 
female POS operator at 
Ukaegbu road till press 
time, nobody has heard of 
any POS attack.

He said, “They noticed 
the police is after them 
and decided to hide and 
probably go underground 
hoping it’s a mere search. 
However, the determina-
tion to fight crime has al-
ways been there. 

“Through intelligence 
and technical support of 
some smart officers, the 

police was able to smash 
this four-man, five-man 
or six-man gang I’m still 
counting terrorising our 
city.”

Meanwhile in another 
disturbing security threat, 
a four-man armed gang 

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A
bia State governor, 
Dr. Okezie Ik-
peazu has charged 

transporters in Aba, 
Umuahia and other parts 
of  the state to be good am -
bassadors.

Ikpeazu state this in 
Aba while on a duty to 
commission the first ever 
Computerized Vehicle In-
spection Center in Abia 
State.

He said the transport 
business should not be an 
obstacle to the economic 
development of  the State, 
urging the operators of  the 
centre to make the facility 
an enabler that would sup-

port growth of  transport 
business in Abia State.

Ikpeazu stressed that 
a good transport system 
enhances trade and com-
merce, economic devel-
opment and investment, 
noting that the facility has 
placed Abia on the map of  
modern economic devel-
opment.

He said the project is an 
attempt to correct past 
anomalies, pointing out 
that the state has joined 
the league of  states and 
cities that have interna-
tional standards in vehicle 
inspection. 

Ikpeazu encouraged all 
transporters to find time to 
ensure that their vehicles 
are road worthy by making 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Residents of  Low Cost 
Housing Estate, Oho-

bo Afara in Umuahia 
North LGA of  Abia are 
now living in fear follow-
ing the rise in robbery ac-
tivities  around the area in 
recent days. 

The robbery attacks, ac-
cording to a resident who 
spoke under anonymity, is 
allegedly bring carried out 

From  Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
yet to be identi-
fied male adult was 
crushed by unidenti-

fied driver of  a Mark Truck 
with registration number 
JJJ 660 XB while rolling 
back at Onitsha, the Anam-
bra state commercial city.

“The incident happened 
at about 1600hrs on Satur-
day, opposite Goodness and 
Mercy motor park Onitsha.

Eyewitness report showed 
that the crash was due to 
break failure which made 
the truck to roll back while 
in a traffic.

Anambra State Sector 
Public Education Officer, 
Florence Edor, who con-
firmed the accident in a 
statement, said three male 

Truck driver kills man in Onitsha
adults were involved in the 
crash. One of  the male adult 
was rushed to toronto hos-
pital by FRSC rescue team 
from Upper Iweka Outpost, 
he was later confirmed dead 
by the doctor on duty and 
his body deposited at the 
morgue. The driver of  the 
truck has been handed over 
to Okpoko Police station.

She warned motorists 
especially truck drivers to 
put their vehicles in order, 
as the Corps has started 
clampdown on rickety ve-
hicles, which included vehi-
cles that their brakes are not 
in good order, which usual-
ly leads to break failure. She 
also advised pedestrian to 
watch before crossing the 
road especially  behind a  
truck or climbing a hill.

use of  the facility.
He also called on the 

police and other security 
agencies to support the op-
eration of  the facility while 
also urging the Ministry of  
Transport to mount ad-
vocacy campaigns on the 
need for drivers to patron-
ize the facility.

The Permanent Secre-
tary of  Abia Ministry of  
Transport, Mrs. Ijeoma 
Okere thanked Ikpeazu 
for the project, describing 
it as world class. Okere 
said that the facility would 
boost the economy of  the 
State and improve the IGR 
of  the State.

The Managing Director 
and Chief  Executive Of-
ficer, Abia State Comput-

Abia moves to reduce carnages on
roads with computerized vehicle
inspection centre

erized Vehicle Inspection 
Center, Aba, Segun Obay-
endo said that with the fa-
cility, Abia has opened a 
new chapter in transport 
management.

News Echo gathered that 
the facility will also op-
erate the Drivers Testing 
Theory (DTT) to ensure 
that only certified drivers 
are issued with drivers’ li-
cense by the Federal Road 
Safety Commission.

The facility is also a 2 
lane Test Centre - Univer-
sal Test Lane and Light 
Goods Vehicle Lane with 
a capacity to inspect 150 
vehicles daily within offi-
cial working hours and the 
centre has the capacity to 
inspect trucks, tankers and 
trailers.

Awka South TC Chairman, during palliative work in Awka.

has reportedly abducted 
Mr. Kenechukwu Okeke, 
a  businessman in Osisio-
ma Ngwa Local Govern-
ment Area.

Okeke, an Indigene of 
Ogbunike, in Oyi Local 
Government Area of  An-

ambra State, who does 
his business in Aba was 
kidnapped at his residence 
around the developing 
Umuozuo village, Osisi-
oma Ngwa Local Gov-
ernment Area, near Aba. 
However, efforts are on to 
rescue him.

Robbers terrorize low cost 
shop owners in Umuahia

by  some men who operate 
in air-raid fashion,  alleg-
edly arriving and fleeing 
through Keke  Napep (tri-
cycles ) and  motorcycles 
(okada).

According to the resi-
dent, the last three weeks 
had been terrible for shop 
owners especially those 
situated along with Oho-
bo Afara- School of  the 
blind-Olokoro road as the 
men of  the underworld 
robbed them almost on 
daily basis, stealing cash, 
electronic appliances and 
other valuables.

Most affected are op-
erators of  betting shops 
at Suya Avenue, road 2 
junction, Ohobo Okwula-
ga hall, Kolping junction 
among others.

According to the wor-

ried residents, in most of  
the robbery attacks which 
happened around mid-
day or 8pm, the robbers 
stormed their targets with 
release of  gun shots before 
dispossessing their victims 
of  their belongings.

“ Sometimes, they also 
pretended to be genuine 
customers who came to 
patronize such shops but 
within a few minutes of  
their entrance, all you 
will here is gun shots  and 
they will flee with stolen 
things”. 

When contacted on 
phone, the Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO) 
of  Abia State Police Com-
mand, Mr. Geoffrey Og-
bonna said the incident 
has not been reported o 
them.

COVID-19: Fill forms to be vaccinated
- Obiano urges Anambra residents
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

Governor Willie Obiano 
of  Anambra state has 

called on Anambra people 
to go and fill COVID-19 
vaccine forms in order to be 
vaccinated.

Governor Obiano who 
made the call at Ekwulo-
bia, on Saturday, noted that 
frontline health workers in 
the state will be the first to 
take their own vaccines.

The Governor revealed 
that Nigeria had already 
received six million, out 
of  a total number of  sixty 

million vaccines so far and 
made it clear that Anambra 
State has a good storage fa-
cility for the vaccines.

He appealed to the resi-
dents of  the state to fill the 
vaccine forms in order to be 
eligible for vaccination and 
reassured his administra-
tion’s commitment to ensur-
ing that Anambra State is 
rid of  COVID-19 virus and 
other viral diseases.

Obiano also warned the 
people of  Anambra to al-
ways observe COVID-19 
protocols at all times as the 
Oxford AstraZeneca vac-
cine is not a cure to COV-
ID-19 disease.



he fragile economy of the Tcountry would be jolted 
again if no agreement is 

reached between labour and the 
government following threat by 
the Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC) to call out its work force for 
a nationwide strike. Labour had 
earlier given an ultimatum that by 
10th March its workers would 
strike if the government fails to 
withdraw the law seeking to 
transfer minimum wage from the 
exclusive list to the concurrent list.

The law is seeking to allow the 
various state governments the 
opportunity to negotiate with the 
various labour units in each state 
according to their capacity. The 
contention according to Ayuba 
Wabba, the NLC president is that 
Nigeria is a signatory to the 
International Labour Convention 
26 of 1960 and therefore improper 
for the states to implement or 
negotiate because they are not 
signatories. 

He also contended that the 
process seeking to enthrone this 
was not transparent because after 
the first and second readings it was 
never passed for public hearing but 
moved straight to the committee 
on constitution amendment. He 
frowned at the clandestine 
activities of the governors which 
he described as breach of the 
fundamental rights of the Nigerian 
worker.

Wabba noted that the minimum 
wage is a global standard accusing 
the  pol i t i ca l  c lass  as  the  
impediments to unity and progress 
of the nation having declared war 
against the working class by 
attacking their core rights.

News Echo sympathizes with 
Nigerian workers and condemns in 
its entirety the long drawn 
negotiation and delays that attend 
to every demand of labour no 
matter how small it may be. 
Labour is the engine room of 
productivity without which 
nothing works. Issues affecting it 
should be accorded priority and 
treated with dispatch. There is no 
worker without dependants and no 

poorly motivated worker would 
deliver his best. Government has 
always pleaded inability to pay.        

But why is capacity to pay 
lacking? This can be easily located 
in the cap in hand practice of 
shuttling to Abuja to share 
revenues from oil every month 
end. Not long ago it was reported 
that 14 out of the 36 states of the 
federation cannot survive without 
the federal allocation. This 
exposes the non-productive nature 
of those states.

 It further throws up the issue of 
restr ucturing to al low the 
federating units explore the 
natural endowments within its 
environ for optimum growth. 
There is virtually no state that do 
not have natural resources it can 
focus on to grow its economy but 
the over reliance on revenue from 
oil receipts remain a great 
impediment.

The issue of poor remuneration 
has continually flagged sticking 
out like a sore thumb in our 
economy. The question is why 
would labour continually need to 
kick and growl like wounded lions 
before it could squeeze any manner 
of incentive from employers. What 
about the promises of  the 
politicians to its citizens to 
improve their welfare whenever 
they are seeking for political 
positions.

 A further question is why is 
labour unable to utilize the 
machinery of its political party to 
wield itself into one cohesive 
group and wrestle power from the 
politicians in order to regularize its 
welfare issues. It has the capacity 
and capability to do so but lacks the 
consciousness. There is no worker 
that has no dependant that it can 
influence in the struggle to amass 
support to win power.

The Nigerian workers deserve a 
better deal like politicians who are 
living off  big and enjoying 
humongous emoluments without 
commensurate efforts. They have 
also compounded the problems of 
workers through corrupt practices.
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International Women's Day: 
Nigerian women must break
glass ceiling - Maureen Kingsley 

he International Women's 

TDay (IWD) is a global day 
celebrating the social, 

economic, cultural and political 
achievements of  women. The day 
also marks a call to action for 
accelerating gender equality.

The celebration of  IWD has 
been on for well over a century, 
with the first IWD gathering in 
1911, supported by over a million 
people. Today, IWD belongs to all 
groups, collectively everywhere. 
IWD is not country, group or 
organization specific.

Marked annually on March 8, 
International Women's Day 
(IWD) is one of  the most 
important days of  the year. The 
aim of  the occasion is to celebrate 
women's achievements, raise 
awareness  about  women's  
equality, and lobby for accelerated 
gender parity, raise funds for 
female-focused charities. The 
campaign theme for international 
w o m e n ' s  d a y  2 0 2 1  i s  '  
C h o o s e To C h a l l e n g e ' .  A  
challenged world is an alert 
world. And from challenge comes 
c h a n g e .  S o  l e t  a l l  
#ChooseToChallenge.

 It is pertinent to note that no 
one government, NGO, charity, 
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a c a d e m i c  
institution, women's network, or 
media hub is solely responsible for 
International Women's Day. The 
day belongs to all groups, 
collectively everywhere. Gloria 
S te inem,  wor ld - r enowned  
feminist, journalist and activist 
once explained "The story of  
women's struggle for equality 
belongs to no single feminist, nor 
to any one organization, but to the 
collective efforts of  all who care 
about human rights."  

Meanwhile, your darling News 
Echo sought the views of  an Igbo 
A m a z o n ,  a n  e p i t o m e  o f  
womanhood, Lolo Maureen 
Nneka Kingsley (Lolo Ebubemba 
Ikeduru) who has been selected as 
News Echo Woman of  the Year. A 
sweet wife and an affectionate 
mother, Maureen Kingsley is 
based in Sydney, Australia, with 
her husband and blessed with 
beautiful children. A hard 
working professional, she is a 
registered nurse and behaviour 
support practitioner.  

A campaigner for balanced 
representation and fairness in 
government, she also promotes 
gender equality. An assiduous as 
well as prudent professional, 
Maureen Kingsley who in 
practical purposes resembles the 
indefatigable Marie Curie, the 
first woman to win a Nobel Prize, 
in Physics, and with her later win, 

in Chemistry, became the first 
person to claim Nobel honors 
twice,  is a director in many of  the 
subs id ia r i e s  she  manages  
alongside her energetic and 
enterpris ing husband who 
doubles as the chief  executive 
officer of  DeKings Holistic 
Communications Network Ltd, 
p u b l i s h e r s  o f  N e w s  E c h o  
newspapers.   

As a part of  her contribution to 
humanity which is a part of  
promoting and encouraging 
IWD, she is a co-founder as well 
as director of  DeKing Charity 
Foundation based here in Nigeria. 
In this way, Maureen Kingsley 
was one of  the representatives at 
Equals International Adelaide 
Australia where she advocates for 
gender equality and empowering 
African women to be independent 
and striving to play influential 
roles in the society at large. The 
News Echo Woman of  the Year is 
no doubt a very hard-working, 
independent woman who prides 
herself  in the position she 
occupies and does not in any way 

believe in the glass ceiling against 
women.  

Responding to News Echo on 
what is the purpose of  the IWD 
celebration vis- a-vis the ideals of  
the Beijing Conference of  1995, 
this elegant woman of  note 
said:"Nigeria as a country still has 
a lot of  hard work to do when it 
comes to Gender Equality. 
Because of  that, we shall use this 
IWD celebration to educate our 
women on the need to stand up for 
their rights. They must refuse to 
be trampled down. This is our 
aim; and I think, we can run with 
i t .  O u r  wo m e n  a r e  s t i l l  
disadvantaged and stereotyped 
for being women. 

This is bad. However, it is 
worthy of  mention that Nigeria 
has made some successes in 
promoting the rights of  women 
which includes the: The passage 
into law of  the Violence against 
Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Act, 
2015 Plans for the adoption of  the 
United Nations resolution 1325.  
Though violence against women 
is still prevalent in homes and 

public places, I can say there is 
positive progress''. 

She supported her assertion 
w i t h  a  q u o t e.  S h e  s a i d ;  
“According to Meghan Markle, it 
is said that girls with dreams 
become women with vision. May 
we empower each other to carry 
out such a vision – because it isn't 
enough to talk of  equality, one 
must believe it. And it isn't enough 
to believe in it, one must work at 
it. Let us work at it together, 
starting now."

The  sensa t iona l   Lo lo  
Kingsley whose performance in 
all her respective capacities have 
been quite awesome, while 
responding to News Echo, gave an 
insight on how to break the glass 
ceiling over women, to encourage, 
inspire and motivate them to take 
an active part in politics, 
particularly in black Africa.

On what she thinks the 
assumption of  office of  Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala, as the director 
general of  the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), she noted 
that Nigerian women and women 

globally, are equal to any task 
given to them.  According to her, 
" T h i s  i s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  
achievement, not only from the 
Nigerian woman's perspective, 
but  the  Afr ican woman's  
perspective, as well as women all 
over the world. 

“Her election as the director-
general of  WTO is a very 
significant one, considering that 
she is from a country with an 
indigent economic management 
system, bribery and corruption, 
the world was still able to see the 
light at the end of  the tunnel, 
considered her potentials,  
appointed her as the director-
general of  the world trade 
organization, even though her 
skills and experiences were never 
recognized in her home country''. 

 She continued, "As a Nigerian 
woman, it puts me on my toes. I'm 
overjoyed; I feel like I can do 
anything. For an African woman 
to occupy that position, that's 
hugely significant; it's a kind of  
encouragement for all women, 
both in Nigeria and worldwide. I 
know many women who have put 
in significant effort in every aspect 
of  life, either in the academia, as 
captains of  industries or in 
politics. 

“Her appointment means we 
should not relent in our fight 
against gender inequality. We 
should still put in more effort to 
win the fight and get what we 
want". She gave the following tips 
for a better celebration. Vote with 
your dollar  "Suppor t  this  
international women's day by 
deliberately seeking out and 
supporting local women-owned 
businesses. Share your challenge 
with your friends and encourage 
them to do the same. 

“Donate to charity - "If  you're 
looking for a way to make a 
difference in a worthy cause this 
March, consider donating to a 
c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
supporting women – either locally 
or globally.  Acknowledge the 
awesome women in your life -
sometimes, simple words of  
encouragement and love can go a 
long way in lifting someone and 
inspiring them to keep going. 
Whether it 's your mother, 
grandmother, sister, daughter, 
girlfriend, or friend – send a text, 
call or Facetime an important 
woman in your life to let them 
know how awesome they are". 

For the records, Maureen 
Nneka Kingsley (Lolo Ebubemba 
Ikeduru) was born in Aka- Ezi, 
Awkuzu, Oyi LGA of  Anambra 
State, to late Mr Stephen Okafor 
and Mrs Nwosi Okafor. She grew 
up in Awka, where she attended 
primary and secondary schools. 
She completed her tertiary 
education in Australia, majoring 
in Nursing and Psychology.

Maureen Kingsley 

By Jennifer John
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n furtherance of  efforts Igeared towards using its 
mandate to achieve 

food security and quality 
health for the country, the 
Standards Organisation of  
Nigeria (SON) Governing 
Council has approved 96 
new Nigerian Industrial 
Standards for national use 
which cut across Chemical 
T e c h n o l o g y , 
Electr ical/Electronics, 
F o o d / A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Te x t i l e / L e a t h e r  a n d 
Services.

T h e  a p p r o v a l  w a s 
granted at the first meeting 
of  the Council following the 
appointment of  Mallam 
F a r o u k  S a l i m  a s  t h e 
Director General brought 
t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  
Standards approved by 
SON Governing Council to 
264 in year 2020 following 
the earlier approval of  168 
Standards.

The Council Chairman, 
Dr. Nasir Sani-Gwarzo 
commended the new SON 
helmsman for being able to 
c o nv e n e  t h e  C o u n c i l 
meeting few months after 
his appointment in spite of  

policies, strategic priorities 
and plans.

Represented by Dr. 
H a l i l u  H a m m a ,  t h e 
C h a i r m a n  f o r m a l l y 
congratu la ted  Mal lam 
Salim on his appointment 
and assured him of  the full 
support of  the Council 
members via a harmonious 
working relationship based 
on mutual trust and respect 
in order to significantly 
improve the organisation's 
efficiency and effectiveness 
in delivering on its mandate 
to Nigerians.

Earlier in his address, 
the SON DG expressed 
appreciation to President 
Buhari for giving him the 
oppor tunity to fur ther 
contribute to National 
development through SON, 
stressing that he looked 
forward to tapping from the 
r i c h  e x p e r t i s e  a n d 
experience of  the Council 
members in the areas of  
p r o v i d i n g  n e c e s s a r y 
approvals for policies to 
make the organisation more 
efficient and effective in 
t o u c h i n g  t h e  l ive s  o f  
Nigerians.

he Central Bank of  TNigeria (CBN) has 
introduced a rebate 

of  N5 for every $1 of  fund 
remitted to Nigeria through 
l icensed International 
M o n e y  T r a n s f e r 
Organizations (IMTOs).

This rebate will be paid 
into the bank accounts of  
beneficiaries, following 
rece ip t  o f  remi t tance 
inflows.

C B N  g o v e r n o r 
Godwin Emefiele made 
this disclosure over the 
weekend at a virtual event.

Emefiele said “this new 
measure will help to make 
the process of  sending 

he Ladipo Market TAssociation, Lagos 
State has held its 

general election with Mazi 
Jude Chikelu Nwakwo re-
emerging as its president.

Announcing the results, 
L a d i p o  E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( L E C ) 
Chairman, Ugochukwu 
Agwuncha, said while 169 
delegates came, 154 were 
accredited. Nwankwo and 
the Vice President Frederick 
Ezebulana polled 149 votes 
each.

Others elected were the 
General Secretary, Ogudoro 
N d u k a l u ;  A s s i s t a n t 
Secretary, Victor Nnaji 

he Company and TAllied Matters Act 
a l s o  k n o w n  a s 

CAMA 2020 signed into 
law in August 2020 by 
president Muhammadu 
Buhari, has been adjudged 
as a robust framework for 
r e f o r m i n g  i d e n t i f i e d 
onerous legal, regulatory 
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
bottlenecks which, for three 
decades, have made doing 
b u s i n e s s  i n  N i g e r i a 
substant ia l ly  d i f f icul t 
particularly for Micro, 
S m a l l  a n d  M e d i u m 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and 
impeded investments into 
Nigeria.

Speaking at a webinar 
i n t e r a c t i v e  m e e t i n g 
organised by Corporate 
Affairs Commission, CAC 
and the European Agents 

f o r  C i t i z e n - D r i v e n 
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
Programme EU-ACT, the 
Director, Board Secretariat 
CAC, Mr Justine Nidiya 
stated that CAMA 2020 
was a combined effort of  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community, the organised 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  a n d 
corporate practitioners, 
according to the Corporate 
A f f a i r s  C o m m i s s i o n 
(CAC).

Nidiya revealed that 
C A M A  2 0 2 0  w h i c h 
became substantive since 
January 1st,  2021 has 
generated a lot of  interest 
and controversies among 
the  publ ic,  especia l ly 
among the civil society 
actors, was meant to help 
all businesses and CSOs 
thrive better in new ways.

I k e c h u k w u ;  F i n a n c i a l 
S e c r e t a r y,  Va l e n t i n e 
D i m a n y i c h i e ;  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer (PRO), 
Johnmartin Ezeh; Assistant 
P RO,  E z e k i e l  E z e k wo 
Ichukukwu;  Treasurer, 
Nnamdi Ukanya; Provost, 
Michael Eriugo; Assistant 
Provost, Chizoba Afonne, 
and Welfare Secretary, Uche 
Okoye.

Chairman, Board of  
Trustees (BoT), Humphrey 
O b i w u l u  e x p r e s s e d 
s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
outcome of  the election. He 
canvassed support for the 
new executive. “God has 
started a new thing in the 
association and he will 
accomplish it,” he added.

Bangladesh are aware of  
th i s  impac t  and  they 
introduced reimbursement 
schemes to support inflows.

I n  P a k i s t a n ,  t h e 
scheme which is known as 
'free send' has enabled a 
record amount of  inflows 
of  over $2billion a month 

remittance inflows.
Emefiele during his 

presentation stated that 
“ o u r  p o l i c y  o n  t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
remittance flows is aimed 
a t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e 
transparency of  remittance 

the challenges of  the health 
pandemic and other socio-
economic events.

He pointed out that the 
newly approved standards 
were significant, given the 
scope of  their coverage.

According to him, the 
approved standards include 
t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  f o r  t h e 
production of  medical and 
other supplies required for 
the management of  the 
Covid-19 pandemic such as 
syringes, face barriers, 
a l c o h o l  b a s e d  h a n d 
sanitizer, medical electrical 
equipment, Health and 
S a f e t y  M e a s u r e s  f o r 
Tourism and Hospitality 
Establ i shments  –  Post 
Pa n d e m i c  ( C ov i d - 1 9 ) 
Resumption amongst many 
others.

He outlined others of  
great economic, regulatory 
and industrial importance 
to include standards for 
agricultural, petroleum and 
automobile gas products, 
e l e c t r i c a l / e l e c t r o n i c 
standards for smart energy 
meters  and  renewable 
energy, all of  which support 
the Federal Government 

He expressed concern 
about the lack of  a befitting 
Corporate Headquarters for 
the organisation, conducive 
working environment for 
the staff  nationwide to 
enable them deliver efficient 
services, need to be properly 
positioned to tackle the 
in f lux  o f  subs tandard 
products into the country, 
faking and adulteration 
amongst others and sought 
the Council's support to 
tackle them.

S a l i m  h i n t e d  t h e 
Council that a Committee 
of  distinguished Nigerians 
appointed to help review 
SON management practices 
and procedures and make 
recommendations for far 
r e a c h i n g  r e f o r m s  t o 
strengthen the system has 
submitted its interim report.

T h e  S O N  b o s s 
acknowledged availability 
o f  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d , 
knowledgeable and smart 
p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e 
organisation and sought the 
Council's support in putting 
them to optimal use.

remittance through formal 
bank channels cheaper and 
m o r e  c o nve n i e n t  f o r 
Nigerians in the diaspora.”

This new policy is 
expected to take effect on 
the 8th of  March 2021.

According to the CBN, 
“ t h e  ave r a ge  c o s t  o f  
s e n d i n g  $ 2 0 0  w o r t h 
remittances to Nigeria from 
the US is roughly 4.7 
percent .  Studies  have 
shown that even a 1 percent 
decrease in the cost of  
sending remittance can 
result in a significant boost 
in inflows.”

Countries in South 
Asia such as Pakistan and 

even during the COVID 
pandemic.

Bangladesh introduced 
its own scheme in June 
2019, with a 2 percent 
r e b a t e  o n  r e m i t t a n c e 
inflows. Following this 
action, they have also seen 
a 20 percent boost  in 

inflows, reducing rent-
seeking activities, and 
providing Nigerians in the 
diaspora with cheaper and 
more convenient ways of  
sending remittances to 
Nigeria.”

Market Association
re-elects president,
others

CBN boosts diaspora remittances with N5 rebate for every $1

Food security: SON approves 96 new
standards for technology, others

CAMA 2020 provides
framework for ease
of doing business

Market Association election in progress
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 section of  a shop plaza 

Abelonging to St. Mary 
Angl ican  Church, 

Ohokobe/Umuahia Ndume 
Ibeku in Umuahia area of  Abia 
State was gutted by fire on 
Sunday.

It was gathered that the 
inferno completely destroyed 
property including assorted 
sewing machines, instruments, 

 four-man gang have 

Areportedly abducted 
a businessman in 

Aba, the commercial nerve of  
Abia State.

T h e  v i c t i m ,  M r . 
Kenechukwu Okeke,  an 
indigene of  Ogbunike in Oyi 
Local Government Area of  
Anambra resident in Abia 
State, was kidnapped at 
Umuozuo village in Osisioma 
LGA of  the state.

The gunmen were said to 
have trailed the victim who 
they whisked away as he was 
waiting for the gate of  his 
house to be opened by family 
members.

The kidnappers were yet 
to make contact with the 
family of  the victim at the 
time of  filing the report.

Sources within the area, 
who spoke anonymously, told 
newsmen that kidnapping 
have been on the increase in 
the last few months.

They called on security 

agencies in the state to ensure 
that they nip the rising 
security challenges in the 
LGA in the bud.

The Police Command 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) couldn't be reached 
for comments at the time of  
filing the report.

outbreak in further not to affect 
a  branch of  the  Niger ia 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Corporation (NNPC), EDDC 
Electricity high tension and 

peratives of  Ogun 

OPolice Command have 
smashed a kidnap 

syndicate made up of  six 
members of  the same family.

The syndicate, according to 
the police had kidnapped no 
fewer than eight persons in the 
last one year.

A statement issued by the 
police spokesman, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi said that the gang was 
s m a s h e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
investigation of  many kidnap 
cases that occurred in Sagamu 
in year 2020.

The statement read: ''In the 

process, one Oweniwe Okpara  
who claimed to hail from Delta 
state and three of  his children 
namely; Samson Okpara, 
Bright Okpara and Eze Okpara 
were arrested for their roles in 
the kidnap of  eight persons at 
different times in Sagamu and 
other areas of  Ogun State.

“One Christian Ishaha, 
who harboured them in Ajaka 
area of  Sagamu was also 
arrested. Further investigation 
revealed that three other 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f a m i ly 
constituting the criminal gang 
namely; Godwin Okpara, 

G o d s p owe r  O k p a r a  a n d 
Mathew Okpara are  the armed 
squad of  the syndicate, while 
Samson, Bright, and Eze 
Okpara serve as a spying unit 
on their target victims.

“One Emmanuel Joseph, a 
native of  Ebele in Edo state 
was later recruited into the 
fold, having confronted their 
sister Eze Okpara to tell him 
the source of  money they used 
to count every day.

“ T h e  s y n d i c a t e 
subsequently opened up to 
Emmanuel that they are into 
kidnap business, who picked 
interest and joined them. One 
Okechukwu Onwubiko who 
was kidnapped on the 4th of  
June 2019 is said to be one of  
their victims.

“They also kidnapped one 
Omotayo Sobowale on the 
16th of  June 2020, while one 
Lamidi Akeem was abducted 
by them on the 20th of  July 
2020. On the 3rd of  November 
2020, the gang also kidnapped 
Mrs. Areoye Olufunke, and 
barely a week after, they 
abducted other victims –  Mrs. 
Adijat Adeleye on the 11th of  
November 2020, and Ashaye 
O l ay i n k a  To b i  o n  1 2 t h  
November 2020.

“Having heard about the 

arrest of  their father and their 
three siblings,  Godwin, 
Godspower and Mathew 
Okpara escaped  to Delta 
state with their operational 
car and their arms where they 
w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y 
apprehended by the Delta 
state police command after 
c a r r y i n g  o u t  a n o t h e r 
kidnapping there.

“Their camp located at a 
forest in Ayepe-Ijebu where 
their father used to farm 
before converting it to a camp 
was located by policemen led 
by the Divisional Police 
Officer for Sagamu and 
subsequently destroyed.”

Oyeyemi, disclosed that 
items recovered at the camp 
include; three expended 
car tridges, cooking gas, 
tarpaulin, cooking utensils, 
women bags and twine.

He added that their arrest 
was made possible by the 
Divisional Police Officer for 
Sagamu Division,  Okiki 
Agunbiade, and his men with 
the support of  the Sagamu 
Security Council  under 
Akarigbo of  Remo land.

affected shop, who gave his 
name as Mr. Suleiman, said 
the incident has caused him 
traumatic shock and appealed 
to the state government and 

generators said to belong to a 
tailor.

E y e w i t n e s s e s  w h o 
pleaded anonymity, speaking 
to newsmen at the scene in 
Umuahia, attributed the fire 
outbreak to electrical surge.

The men of  the Abia State 
Fire Service with their fire 
fighting vehicles stormed the 
scene to control the fire 

residential houses around the 
area.

Meanwhile, lamenting 
the huge loss caused by the 
fire, the operator of  the 

good spirited individuals to 
come to his aid, as the 
incident is a setback in his 
efforts for daily bread and 
survival.

Suleiman further cried 
out that the ugly scenario has 
hit a blow on him as he had 
n o t h i n g  t o  r e f u n d  o r 
compensate his teaming 
customers whose clothing 
materials meant for sewing 
were destroyed in the inferno.

Plaza owned by Anglican Church burnt down in Abia

Gunmen kidnap
businessman in Abia

Police arrest family of six for
operating kidnap syndicate

Scenes from the fire outbreakScenes from the fire outbreakScenes from the fire outbreak

Arrested family kidnap syndicate
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he Google search Te n g i n e  d e f i n e s 
madness as “the 

state of  having a serious 
mental illness”. 

The Webmd.com goes 
ahead to state that “the 
exact cause of  most mental 
illnesses is not known, it is 
becoming clear through 
research that many of  
t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e 
caused by a combination 
o f  b i o l o g i c a l , 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  a n d 
environmental factors. 

The exact cause of  
most mental illnesses 

is not known, it is 
becoming clear 

through research that 
many of  these 

conditions are caused 
by a combination of  

biological, 
psychological, and 

environmental 
factors. Some mental 

illnesses have been 
linked to abnormal 
functioning of  nerve 

cell circuits or 
pathways that 

connect particular 
brain regions. Nerve 

cells within these 
brain circuits 

communicate through 
chemicals called 

neurotransmitters.

Some mental illnesses have 
been linked to abnormal 
functioning of  nerve cell 
circuits or pathways that 
connect particular brain 
regions. Nerve cells within 
t h e s e  b r a i n  c i r c u i t s 
communicate through 
c h e m i c a l s  c a l l e d 
n e u r o t r a n s m i t t e r s . 
" T w e a k i n g "  t h e s e 
chemica l s  - -  th rough 
medicines, psychotherapy 
o r  o t h e r  m e d i c a l 
procedures -- can help 
brain circuits run more 

efficiently. In addition 
defects in or injury to 
certain areas of  the brain 
have also been linked to 
some mental conditions.  
Other biological factors 
that may be involved in the 
development of  mental 
illness include: genetics, 
infections, brain defects or 
injury, parental damage”.  

F r o m  t h e  a b o v e 
d e f i n i t i o n  a n d 
explanation, what are the 
r e a s o n s  m a d n e s s  i s 
ravaging Nigerian youths 

with reckless abandon? A 
survey carried out by News 
Echo revealed that there 
are certain actions of  the 
Nigerian youths of  today 
which lead to madness. 
For instance, there are 
some foods, drinks and 
general way of  life that the 
youths of  today eat, drink 
and do out of  proportion 
that really cause severe 
mental and psychological 
damage. A priest of  the 
Archdiocese of  Owerri, 
Rev Fr. Chika Okpara 
noted that “You can testify 
that in the past, you hardly 

can see anybody, youth or 
adult, smoking Indian 
Hemp publicly. It was a 
taboo. The moment it was 
noticed that a particular 
person was indulged in 
that illicit act, that person 
would be made to face the 
wrath of  the law. Through 
t h a t  w a y,  e x c e s s i v e 
indulgence in hard drugs, 
d r i n k s  a n d  o t h e r 
dangerous habits were put 
into check. But today, that 
is a thing of  the past. You 
see youths mostly and few 
adults buying and selling 
hard drugs openly and also 

taking them public ly. 
Whenever any act is not 
regulated or controlled, it 
causes harm. The harm 
caused by hard drugs on 
our  youths  i s  mental 
sickness. It does not take a 
soothsayer to let you know 
this”. 

Collaborating the above 
as se r t ion ,  Dr.  Ph i l ip 
Zimbardo of  American 
Psychological Association 
(APA) noted that there 
“situational forces” that 
can cause madness.  “My 
colleagues and I have 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t 

A once madman, now said to be healed in Asaba 

Continues on Pg. 9

By Ori Martins, Afam Echi, (Owerri) Dan Maduagwu, ( Umuahia) Nonye Udumiri (Aba)

Pathetic!!!
Madness ravages
Nigerian youths – Survey  

“

“
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situational forces...can 
generate  sur pr i s ing ly 
powerful contributions to 
make good people behave 
in bad ways," he said. 

Zimbardo's theory may 
be the central point why 
many Nigerian youths are 
mad today. In the words of  
Comrade Casmir Iwu, 
immediate past president 
general of   Umunokwu 
Autonomous Community, 
Okwuato Aboh Mbaise in 
Imo State, the current life 
styles of  some Nigerian 
youths certainly, can cause 
madness. “Look all over 
the place, you will sees 
mad rush for money by our 
youths. I mean rituals, 
k i d n a p p e r s,  b a n d i t s , 
yahoo-yahoo, 419, etc – do 
you know the kind of  
ritualistic process they 
undergo? Do you know the 
sacrifices they perform? Of  
course,  the  gods  can 
e q u a l l y  s t r i k e .  A n d 
r e m e m b e r  t h e  l a w : 
whatever you do must 
come back to you”! 

In an interview with 
R e v e r e n d  ( P r o f ) 
Emmanuel Israel,  the 

presiding chancellor of  
G l o b a l  T h e o l o g i c a l 
S e m i n a r y  I N C  a n d 
presiding bishop of  Action 
Faith Global Church, Aba, 
Abia State, many factors 
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r 
m a d n e s s  a m o n g  t h e 
youths. 

"It was not so before 
w h e n  p e o p l e  r e s p e c t 
Godly tradition. When 
s o c i e t a l  va l u e s  we r e 
maintained, People now 
respect nothing except 
m o n e y.  M a m m o n i s m 
brings madness. Mammon 
i s  m o n e y  w h i l e 
Mammonism is the love of  
money and worship of  
money. Bible says you 
cannot serve God and 
Mammon.  That's to say, 
you cannot serve God and 
money. In Igbo-land now, 
the greatest thing people 
r e g a r d  i s  m o n e y . 
Therefore, they'll try to get 
the money by all means.  
Possibly they'll enter into 
cults, swallow all kinds of  
things, associate with 
demons and at the end of  
the day, the devil will end 
up showing them that he 

does not love them. That 
brings madness to them. 
The Bible says that the fear 
of  God is the beginning of  
w i s d o m .  N o w,  t h e 
opposite of  wisdom is 
foolishness. Every mad 
person is already a fool. 
That's why a mad man can 
enter the dustbin and relax 
because he is a fool whose 
s e n s e s  a r e  a l r e a d y 
tampered with. A wise 
man cannot do it. The 
excessive madness among 
y o u t h s  n o w a d a y s  i s 
because people don't fear 
God. And whoever doesn't 
fear God, ends up mad 
because it's the lack of  fear 
of  God that'll push them 
into bad associations and 
make it quick ideas that 
lead them to madness”. 

He added, "Again, hard-
drugs are par t of  the 
c a u s a t i v e  a g e n t s  o f  
excessive madness in our 
streets. And it's also lack of  
the fear of  God that leads 
to such intake of  hard-
drugs. Lastly, I can also 
l i n k  i t  t o  a n c e s t r a l 
covenants. Some, their 
ancestors placed them as 

their offspring to demons. 
When these offspring grow 
u p,  t h e y ' l l  n o  m o r e 
recognize the demon.  
Instead of  running to 
Christ, they'll prefer to 
remain neutral. And in the 
spiritual realm, there's no 
neutrality. So, the devil 
now afflicts them with 
madness," he enthused. 

Another cleric, Pastor 
Henry Ikechukwu blamed 
the rise in madness among 
the youths on absence of  
fear of  God in their lives 
and the inordinate quest 
for money.  Ikechukwu 
also blamed some parents 
for the problem, adding 
that many parents pushed 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n t o 
t e m p t a t i o n  w i t h 
unnecessary comparisons. 
According to the pastor, 
who is the founder of  
kingdom goal church, 
Umuahia, "The rate of  
madness in recent times is 
because people, especially 
the youths have lost the 
fear of  God in them. They 
no longer come to church, 
they longer respect their 
parents or seniors and they 

join bad gangs in university 
so tell me why you won't 
have rise madness among 
them." He also blamed the 
rush for quick money for 
the problem. "Do you 
know that yahoo yahoo 
crime has now been taken 
to the level of  rituals and i 
tell you this could be the 
reason many girls are 
getting mad toddy after 
having affairs with these 
yahoo boys." He said many 
cases of  madness as seen 
on the streets of  Umuahia, 
Aba, Owerri, Enugu , 
Onitsha, Awka, Asaba and 
indeed all parts of  Nigeria 
are traceable to ritual 
involvement of  the victims 
or  alleged membership of  
secret cults. He called on 
Nigerian youths to return 
to God to save their souls 
while urging the federal 
government to establish 
f a c t o r i e s  t o  e m p l o y 
teeming youths.

Ikechukwu also blamed 
u n r e g u l a t e d  h o t e l 
businesses in the South 
East , alleging that many 
sordid activities went on in 
s o m e  h o t e l  r o o m s 

undetec ted  inc luding  
being allegedly being used 
to perform internet fraud 
businesses. The  various 
respondents who  spoke on 
the issue streamlined the 
causes to hard drugs, ritual 
involvement, disrespect to 
God, unemployment, lack 
of   attention to mental 
h e a l t h  m a n a ge m e n t , 
cultism etc while urging 
the federal  and State 
governments of  the South 
East to take action   

A consultant psychiatrist 
working at the Methodist 
C h u r c h  h o m e s  f o r 
m e n t a l ly  c h a l l e n g e d 
persons, Itumbuzor, Bende 
LGA of  Abia State, Elder 
Dr Wilson Mgbaraonye, 
blamed the rise in the 
number of  lunatic cases to 
frustration occasioned by 
unemployment in the 
society as well as the fact 
that  people pay l i t t le 
attention to their mental 
heal th .   Mgbaraonye 
seasoned that some of  the 
mental crises in humans 
develop in stages and 
canvassed early detection 
and management of  a 

Look all over the 
place, you will 
see a mad rush 

for money by our 
youths. I mean 

rituals, 
kidnappers, 

bandits, yahoo-
yahoo, 419, etc – 
do you know the 
kind of  ritualistic 

processes they 
undergo? Do you 

know the 
sacrifices they 
perform? Of  

course, the gods 
can equally 
strike. And 

remember the 
law: whatever 
you do must 

come back to you!

...Madness ravages 
 

A madman in a street. A madman in a street. A madman in a street. 

“

“
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

G
overnor Willie 
Obiano’s all-inclu-
sive approach to 

governance in the State 
has provided an oppor-
tunity for the people of  
Anambra to make proper 
planned contributions on 
issues of  their concern.

In a memo, signed by 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Anambra State Ministry 
of  Economic Planning, 
Budget and Develop-
ment Partners, Dr. Dan-
iel Ezeanwu, specifically 
called for town hall meet-
ings in selecting priority 
needs, with traditional 
rulers of  various commu-
nities or their represent-
atives, Presidents-Gen-
eral, Woman and Youth 
leaders, representatives of  
Persons With Disabilities, 
Market Union Represent-
atives, Representatives of  
Artisans, Village heads, 
among others.

The National President 
of  Anambra State Asso-
ciation of  Town Unions, 
Barrister Titus Akpudo, 

who described the di-
rective as a sign that the 
policy is people-oriented, 
called on communities 
to shun local politics that 
may impede the Obiano 
administration’s work of  
progress, and cash in on 
the opportunity to make 
right choices for sustaina-
ble development projects 
that would be presented to 
the government on or be-
fore 31st March, 2021.

Barrister Akpudo equally 
called on relevant stake-
holders involved to take 
the noble initiative very 
seriously by creating front 
desk officers for the project 
who will work closely with 
ASATU for oversights 
where necessary.

Public Affairs Analyst, 
Dr. Jude Akpua, and a 
community youth lead-
er, Mr. Emeka Okoye-
Ozo, recalled successes 
recorded with the twenty 
million naira Communi-
ty-Choose-Your-Project 
initiative and described the 
development as another 
good initiative of  the cur-
rent administration.

NEWS

Anambra govt tasks 
communities to make
inputs on priority needs 

Ochanja market razed down by �re.

From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

The convener of  Save 
Obogoro Communi-

ty From Erosion Group, 
Coach Adah Gwegwe, at 
the weekend called on the 
Bayelsa State Governor 
Sen. Douye Diri to match 
word with actions by ful-
filling his promise to the 
people of  Obogoro, in Ye-
nagoa.

Gwegwe who made 
the call, when he visited 
the erosion site at Ogbi-
aki,-Ogbogoro extension, 
said it is not enough to 
make pronouncements, 
rather match the word 
with action. 

NewsEcho reports that, 
Gov Diri had urged the 
Federal Government to re-
lease the funds meant for 
ecological disaster to aid 
the state’s erosion control 
measures.

Senator Diri, who spoke 
after inspecting the Saint 
John’s Primary School, 
Ogbogoro, which had 
been washed off  by ero-
sion, directed the Com-
missioners for Works and 
Infrastructure and that of  
Environment to immedi-
ately commence remedial 
work to salvage the situa-
tion in the community.

In a chat with the land-
lords, Gwegwe said “gov-

Ogbogoro erosion: 
Match word with action
- Group tells Gov Diri

ernment has come and 
gone, same promise. By 
May, rainy season will 
start what of  those build-
ings along the erosion site, 
that will get lost, that is my 
concern. Please Gov Diri, 
do something.”

While narrating his ordeal 
to the landlords, Gwegwe 
said, “there are some per-
sons, that in any situation, 
they want to get something 
from it. 

Those people, went to 
Famgbe community and 
tried to convince them to 
stop the work. They said 
that, we have collected con-
tract, we don’t want to pay 
compensation. The Famg-
be community stopped us 
from opening the river.

“The idea is to do the tem-
porary solution, because 
we have two solutions; the 
temporary and permanent 
solutions. The temporary 
solution is to open the river, 
to divert current, so that the 
area will naturally fill up. 
The permanent solution is 
for the government to do 
the piling. 

“While we are struggling 
for the permanent solution 
from the federal and state 
government, we wanted to 
do it before the rainy sea-
son this year, so that, no 
house will be lost, that is 
our target.

Nigeria can repay Chinese loansNigeria can repay Chinese loans
with food export with food export - VON DG- VON DG
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

D
irector-General 
of  the Voice of  
Nigeria (VON) 

and Chieftain of  All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) Osita Okechuk-
wu has called on the Igbo 
youths to go back to ag-
riculture, saying that the 
revenue that would be 
derived from agriculture 
can repay the Chinese 
loan to Nigeria.

 Speaking to APC 

youths in Enugu on Sun-
day, Okechukwu, urged 
youths to join the Bu-
hari’s Agrarian Revo-
lution for food security 
and food exports to Chi-
na, USA, Saudi Arabia 
among others.

“It’s high time our 
youths joined the Buhari’s 
Agrarian Revolution (BU-
GREV) for food security 
and food exports. Me-
think Nigeria can repay 
the Chinese loans with 
food exports. China im-
ports food in billions of 

dollars annually’, he add-
ed.

According to him, “BU-
GREV is the panacea for 
food security and food 
export to China, Unit-
ed States, Saudi Arabia 
and host of  other coun-
tries. It is painful that our 
youths are not engaging 
sufficiently in agriculture, 
especially the Anchor 
Borrowers Programme 
(ABP), an arm of  Buhari’s 
Agrarian Revolution de-
voted to young farmers, 
women farmers and poor 

subsistence farmers.”
Okechukwu maintained 

that with vigour and ded-
ication we can have a big 
cut from the over $50 bil-
lion dollars China use for 
food imports. Is it not em-
barrassing that advanced 
countries like Europe 
and United States have 
more food to export than 
agrarian country like Ni-
geria. Yet every crop and 
every livestock on earth is 
adaptable to one square 
meter or the other square 
meter in Nigeria.

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

F
rom Tuesday, 9th 
March, 2021, all res-
idents of  Unity Gar-

den Estate, Osisioma Ngwa 
Local Government Area 
of  Abia State will become 
homeless.

This is as a result of  the 
strange, but audacious quit 
notice given to the residents 
by MOPOL 55 unit of  the 
Nigeria Police Force, who 
share perimeter fence with 
occupants of  the estate.

Reacting, residents of  the 
estate have cried to Gover-
nor Okezie Ikpeazu to come 
to their rescue, following the 
quit notice issued to them by 
the police in a property the 
state government approved 
for them to stay.

Unity Gardens Estate 
Osisioma, is a government 
owned all bungalow Hous-
ing Estate in partnership 
with the Federal Mortgage 
Bank of  Nigeria and Union 
Homes and was allocated to 
residents upon its comple-
tion in early 2000s.

“In view of  the security 

situation/threat in the South 
East Geopolitical Zone of  the 
country, all Civilian residents 
in the Unity Garden Estate 
Osisioma, Aba is by this no-
tice, warned to quit the said 
Estate with effect from 9th 
March, 2021. Any civilian 
who flouts this order will be 
evicted forcefully,” reads the 
quit notice served to the resi-
dents by MOPOL 55.

In the course of  investiga-
tion, News Echo gathered 
that the estate which was 
built during the tenure of 
Senator Orji Uzor-Kalu as 
governor was allocated to the 
occupants by the Abia State 
Housing & Property Devel-
opment Corporation (ASH-
PDC).

Some of  the residents who 
spoke with our correspond-
ent said the MOPOL 55 only 
came to the Estate during the 
regime of  Senator Theodore 
Orji, when the notorious Osi-
sikankwu and his gang seized 
Aba through kidnapping and 
all manner of  crimes.

They expressed shock that 
police officers who were just 
given 12 buildings during the 
kidnapping saga to use as 

office and operational base, 
suddenly began to claim the 
Estate as a police barracks.

A resident who preferred 
anonymity for security rea-
sons said, “I’ve been in this 
state since this Estate was 
completed. We were allocat-
ed this place by ASHPDC. 
Those who completed their 
payments became owners of 
their own buildings; those 
who couldn’t kept paying 
while serving as ASHPDC’s 
tenants. 

“This police intimidation 
started about four years ago. 
We complained to ASHPDC 
who intervened saying they 
never allocated the place to 
police as barracks. Mean-
while police left the area al-
located to them and started 
expanding everywhere into a 
barrack. 

“It was another shock to us 
when they suddenly woke 
up last week and served us a 
notice to quit our apartment 
citing the current security sit-
uation in Abia as an excuse. 
I wonder why police will 
ask residents to vacate their 
homes in the Estate they have 
been residing on because 

Police sack Aba residents 
from govt owned estate,
citing insecurity

there is insecurity in Aba. 
“I want Abia State Govern-

ment to intervene because 
police is only trying to use 
the security situation in Aba 
to push us out of  our homes 
which is what they’ve been 
trying to do since four years 
now.  

“This is a low cost Housing 
Estate built to give people in 
low financial class chance to 
own a house in this city. How 
can Government keep quiet 
and watch police throw us 
out of  our homes? 

Another residents who also 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity stressing threat to 
him and all those opposing 
police intimidation in the es-
tate said that police have been 
looking for the opportunity 
to start allocating the Estate 
and collecting rent over the 
years, but have now grabbed 
the recent insecurity as an 
excuse. 

In his words, “Unity Gar-
den Estate is never a barrack. 
Visit the website of  ASH-
PDC; you’ll see this Estate 
among the Estates owned 
by Abia State government 
through ASHPDC.”
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

R
esidents of  some 
parts of  Enugu 
metropolis and 

its environs are groaning 
under severe hardship 
due to perennial water 
scarcity which had hit 
the area.
News Echo corre-

spondent observed that 
residents of  Abakpa-Ni-
ke, Ogui New Layout, 
Achara Layout, Agbani 
Road, Coal Camp have 
resulted in buying wa-
ter from tanker drivers 
for survival while some 
drink well water.
It was also observed 

that some residents walk 
several kilometers to 
fetch water from ponds 
and streams as some 
people cannot afford 
N,4,000.00 to buy 75 
liters of  water from wa-
ter-tank operators.
It was further learnt 

that irregular payment 
of  salaries to workers 
of  the state Water Cor-
poration had not helped 
issue as there was visible 
low spirit and noncha-
lant attitude of  staff  in 
the parastatal when the 
reporter visited the office 
last week.
 Some of  the workers 

interviewed but pre-
ferred to remain ano-
nymity said the authori-
ty should be blamed for 
lack of  drinkable water 
in the City, adding that 
the government should 
stop paying lip service 
to people’s welfare. “We 
are being owed salaries 
and nobody is talking 
about it”, the anony-
mous staff  added.

Enugu residents groan under water scarcity
According to the re-

spondent, “Water is a 
basic necessity of  life. I 
wonder why they should 
be playing politics with 
water. For the past four 
years, Enugu people had 
been suffering because 
of  acute scarcity of  wa-
ter”
In his reaction, the 

Special Adviser (SPA) 
to the Governor of  Enu-
gu State, on Water Re-
sources, Hon. Anthony 
Dubem Onyia, reassured 
residents of  the state that 
the issue of  inadequate 
water supply would soon 
be a thing of  the past.
Onyia maintained that 

the present administra-
tion is doing a lot, with 
the lean resources at its 
disposal, to address the 
issue of  water in Enugu 
metropolis.
Onyia, however, noted 

that some areas in Enu-
gu metropolis, such as, 
Iva Valley, GRA, New 
Haven, Ogui/Asata, 
Uwani, parts of  Achara 
Layout, Abakpa Nike, 
Trans Ekulu, Independ-
ence Layout and Think-
ers Corner, enjoy potable 
water supply, 
The Special Adviser 

disclosed that the state 
government has com-
menced comprehensive 
rehabilitation of  the 9th 
Mile Crash Programme, 
with solar powered bore-
holes to ensure adequate 
supply of  potable water 
from Oji River, Ajali and 
Iva Water schemes to 
Enugu metropolis.
Onyia revealed that a 

contract of  N600 mil-
lion was recently award-
ed to FordMarx Nigeria 
Limited, for the rehabil-

itation of  the 9th Mile 
Crash Programme, add-
ing that the company 
has mobilized to site.
The Special Adviser 

explained that the con-
tract which will be solar 
powered, to address the 
peculiar challenges of  
power failure, will boost 
the volume of  water be-
ing reticulated from the 
ageing water schemes to 
Enugu metropolis.

He revealed that the 
state government has 
commenced the bid 
opening and evaluation 
meeting for new Okwo-
jo Ngwo boreholes aug-
mentation to Enugu me-
tropolis.
Onyia said that the Ok-

wojo Ngwo boreholes 
augmentation to Enu-
gu metropolis, which is 
a network of  10 solar 
powered boreholes, is a 

newly conceived design 
which will help boost 
water production for the 
newly awarded 9th Mile 
Crash Programme.
“It will equally aug-

ment the existing water 
schemes in order to effec-
tively manage and meet 
the demand of  the grow-
ing population of  Enugu 
metropolis”, he said.
He further explained 

that the state govern-

ment has also committed 
funds to the actualization 
of  FG Adada Dam Wa-
ter Project in Nsukka, to 
guarantee its speedy ac-
tualization, stressing that 
Governor Ugwuanyi’s 
administration is not 
relenting in its bid to in-
crease the sources of  po-
table water supply, and 
to continue to maintain 
existing facilities.

By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he Managing Di-
rector, Imo State 
Oil Producing Ar-

eas Development Com-
mission, (ISOPADEC), 
Chief  Charles Orie has 
urged the defected APC 
members to remain stead -
fast and committed to the 
progress of  the party.

Orie made this com-
mendation at Umu-
okanne, Ohaji/Egbema 
LGA where he received 
thousands of  people who 
decamped from different 
political parties to the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) in the area.

The ISOPADEC M.D 
said the mass movement 

ISOPADEC MD urges APC
decampees to be steadfast

of  the people of  Ohaji/
Egbema from other po-
litical parties to APC 
was because of  the giant 
infrastructural develop-
ment taking place in the 
local government area, 
under the watch of  Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodinma.

He said that APC in 
Ohaji/Egbema is now 
stronger, united and has 
taken over the LGA, call -
ing on the few remaining 
in the other parties who 
have not moved over to 
APC to do so as every-
body will be accommo-
dated.

Speaking, during the oc -
casion, Hon. Dr. Goddy 
Esom Obodo, General 
Manager of  ADAPALM 

and the chairman of  the 
occasion, said that what 
was being witnessed was 
not just people moving 
from other political par-
ties into the APC, but 
the entire good people 
of  Ohaji/Egbema LGA , 
passing  a vote of  implicit 
confidence on   Gover-
nor Hope Uzodimma for 
the good job he is doing 
in Imo State, and to cel-
ebrate the Apex Leader 
of  APC in  Ohaji/Egbe -
ma, Chief  Charles Orie, 
for the benevolence he 
has shown to APC in 
the LGA. He enjoined 
the decampees to remain 
faithful to Barr. Marcilli-
nus Nlemigbo-led APC 

in the state.
Also speaking during 

the occasion, the state 
chairman of  the party, 
Barr. Marcillinus Nlem-
igbo, thanked the leaders 
of  APC in the area for the 
efforts they have made so 
far to build, sustain and 
unite the party.

Nlemigbo said that the 
speed with which mem-
bers of  other political 
parties were joining APC 
in Ohaji/ Egbema LGA, 
showed that APC was the 
only party that is alive in 
Imo State, urging the de-
campees to key into all 
policies and programmes 
of   Uzodimma led ad-
ministration.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The Transition Commit-
tee Chairman, Awka 

South Local Government 
Area of  Anambra state, 
Mr. Leo Nwuba has said 
that the council will take 
decisive actions against 
whoever indulges in im-
proper disposal of  waste.

Nwuba gave the warning 
when he led environmen-
tal officers of  the Local 
Government to Cathedral 
Church of  St Faiths junc-
tion, Awka for palliative 
works on the road. 

The TC Chairman who 
revealed that they equal-

Awka South cautions
against indiscriminate 
disposal of waste

ly want to ascertain the 
cause of  incessant flood-
ing around the area dur-
ing rainy season also 
explained that his office 
and the leadership of  Eke 
Awka market have syner-
gized to ensure that no-
body or group of  persons 
engages in improper waste 
disposal in order to main-
tain the life span of  the 
roads in the area.

A tricycle operator who 
spoke to the News Echo, 
Mr. Somto Igwe com-
mended the council area 
for carrying out the palli-
ative work, and expressed 
hope that their pain will 
soon be a thing of  the past.

By Glory Ugochukwu

T
he Office of  the Pres-
ident has assured all 
citizens that the vac-

cine administered to Presi-
dent Muhammandu Buhari 
and Vice President, Profes-
sor Yemi Osinbajo has no 
side effects on them.

President Buhari on Satur-
day had received the Astra-
zeneca vaccine, a day after 
the Federal Government 
launched the vaccination 
exercise in the country. He 
took the vaccine jab on Sat-
urday at the new Banquet 
Hall of  the Presidential Vil-
la in Abuja.

The Senior Special Assis-
tant to the President, Mr. 
Garba Shehu, while speak-
ing to Newsmen said that 
all has remained normal 
after the jabs. In short, the 
statement put out to dispel 
fears and misconceptions 
about the safety of  the vac-
cine administered has been 
proven wrong.

He said ‘The President felt 
normal and went about do-
ing his job. If  there are side 
effects that follow, we will 
be open about that but so far 
there is nothing of  a side ef-
fect, serious or mild on the 
President. He is carrying on 
as normal.’

Mr. Shehu in his statement 
hoped that a strong mes-
sage would be sent among 

COVID-19: Vaccine is safe – Buhari
the people, especially those 
who grapple with hesitancy 
about the efficiency and the 
safety of  the vaccine.

The vaccine was admin-
istered to the president by 
his Chief  Personal Physi-
cian, Dr. Sanusi Raafindadi 
in the presence of  the Vice 
President, Professor Yemi 

Osinbajo, and some mem-
bers of  the Federal Execu-
tive Council (FEC). 

Shortly after the Presi-
dent took the vaccine jab, 
His Vice, Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo also received the 
vaccine which was also ad-
ministered to him by his 
Chief  Personal Physician, 

Dr. Nicholas Audiffren.
Both leaders were present-

ed with electronic cards 
containing the details of  
their vaccinations by the 
Executive Director of  the 
National Primary Health 
Care Development Agen-
cy (NPHCDA), Dr. Faisal 
Shuaib.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

An Onitsha based industri-
alist, Chief  Alex Chuk-

wura, has praised the Amal-
gamated Union of  Foodstuffs 
and Cattle Dealers in Nigeria 
(AUFCDN), for calling off  its 
nationwide strike.

He said the action shows 
Nigeria remained one of  the 
most understandable and 
united country in the World.

News Echo gathered that 
the union had blocked food 
supply to the south to de-
mand the payment of  N4.75 
billion compensation for lives 
of  members and properties 
loss during the Shasha market 
clashes between the Yorubas 
and Hausa traders in Akinye-
le local government area of 
Oyo state, the EndSars pro-
test, dismantling of  all road 
blocks on federal highways, 

Onitsha industrialist praises union
for calling off strike

stopping of  multiple taxation 
and intimidation from secu-
rity officials on the highway 
across the country.

Chief  Chukwura, who gave 
the commendation while 
speaking to some selected 
journalists on the state of  the 
nation in Awada, near Onit-
sha, the commercial city of 
Anambra state, on Saturday, 
said the suspension of  the 
strike was a win-win situation 
for Nigerians, especially the 
poor.

Nigeria has won, and I 
want to use this opportunity 
to thank the AUFCDN for 
reconsidering their position 
and agreed to call off  its strike 
after positive meeting with 
the federal government.

I can boldly tell you that 
food items like onions, cows 
and tomatoes mostly, have re-
turned to normal in Onitsha 
and its environs.

Chukwura, a Chieftain of 
the All Progressive Grand 
Alliance APGA, expressed 
happiness over the ongoing 
construction of  the second 
Niger Bridge, the ongoing 
construction and rehabilita-
tion of  Enugu-Onitsha ex-
pressway and other projects 
in the South East, noting that 
the bridge alone, when com-
pleted, would not only boost 
the economic activities of  the 
South- east and South-south 
but the entire country.

“Though I am an APGA 
and a strong supporter for 
Soludo 2021 Anambra gov-
ernorship election, but I have 
no choice than to praise Pres-
ident Mohammadu Buhari 
for his determination in 
the implementation of 
other federal government 
projects in Anambra and 
other states in the region, 
he stated.
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Sir and Lady Nnorom, (KSM) 

Kudos to all our noble women Kudos to all our noble women Kudos to all our noble women 

n behalf of my sweet wife, Lady Ifeoma Chibuzor Nnorom, Agunwanyi, my darling mother 

Oand wonderful children,  I most sincerely congratulate all our noble women out there – 
Nigerian Great Women, on this auspicious celebration of International Women’s Day, 

IWD.  Our women have been quite wonderful even from the days of the Aba Women Riot of 1929. 
We remember Amazons like Lady Margret Ekpo, Olufunmilayo Ransome Kuti, Grace Alele 
Williams, Dora Akunyili, and now Ngozi Okonjo Iweala and many others – I salute you all. 
We charge our girls to go higher than the past and present generations. It is all about hard work, 
dignity, determination, courage, self confidence and faith in God. 
Indeed, I wish you all a resounding IWD celebrations. Cheers!

Signed: 
Sir Chibuzor Nnorom, (KSM )
Ohamadike. 
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suspected case of  madness.
He regretted that the 

rising number of  mentally-
s i c k  p a t i e n t s  w a s 
threatening over stretching 
the human and material 
capacity of  the center and 
urged Nigerians, especially 
the youths to avoid any 
behavior they may affect 
their mental soundness.

I n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  a 
traditional ruler, Eze Cyril 
Ogbenna of  Uzi/Amizi in 
Olokoro , Umuahia South 
LGA of  Abia State  is of  
t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t 
consumption of  hard 
drugs  and involvement in 
bad groups among the 
youths were responsible 
the riding cases of  mental 
illness.  Ogbenna urged 
Nigerian youths, especially 
those from his community 
to occupy themselves with 
educa t ion  or  sk i l l fu l 

employment, as according 
to the royal father, an idle 
mind will  remain the 
devil's tool. He blamed 
s o m e  p a r e n t s  f o r 
dangerous act ions by 
today's youths. The royal 
father also reiterated his 
call for abolition of  some 
cultural practices in some 
communities which may 
endanger the success of  the 
youths.

In the opinion of   an 
Okigwe based  pas tor 
tur ned nat ive doctor, 
I f e a n y i c h u k w u 
Chukwudike Nwadike, 
what gets people to lose 
their mental state derives 
from what they commit 
each time. He said, “It is 
their greed and avarice that 
get them to misbehave by 
joining groups to make 
illicit money. Sometimes 
they are not able to sustain 

meeting the requirement 
they were asked to do. 
Sometimes the young men 
can steal or rob someone 
and the victim may chose 
to sue them before a shrine. 
A victim who finds it hard 
t o  l e t  g o  c a n  s e e k 
vengeance by taking the 
m a t t e r  t o  a  s h r i n e 
unknown to the culprit.

Another traditionalist, 
Ezemmuo Iheanyichukwu 
A n y a n w u ,  ( U g o 
Amadioha) summed up 
that what makes people 
behave irresponsibly is 
caused by 'Agwu'. He 
claimed that it is Agwu 
that pushes one either into 
d r u g  c o n s u m p t i o n , 
alcoholism, madness or 
p o o r  m e n t a l  s t a t e . 
According to him, 'Agwu 
is the mother of  madness if  
one fails to give it attention' 
He described Agwu as “a 

multiple spirit  that is 
responsible for our mental 
well being. It is the brain of  
our Chi. Agwu can bring 
wealth, brilliance and can 
l e a d  y o u  t o  w r o n g 
behaviours too. It depends. 
The embarrassing strange 
behaviors that we find 
ourselves in are caused by 
Agwu.'' He however, stated 
that even though many 
people are involved in drug 
consumption, it is only 
their Agwu that can lead 
them to  the  ex t r eme 
posi t ion of  madness. 
A g w u  h e  s a i d  i s 
responsible  for  ever y 
wrong behavior. 

A Lagos based Igbo 
spiritualist and teacher, 
Ogechi Ibekwe in her 
views had this to say: 
“madness or mentally 
chal lenged s i tuat ions 
could occur, due to several 

factors:
Looking at it from the 

science angle; the element 
that enables a person to be 
aware of  the happenings in 
his environment, which is 
t h e  m i n d ,  c o u l d  b e 
interrupted of  its activities 
d u e  t o  m a y b e  a n 
underlying illness or a 
direct injury to the brain 
which is the sit home of  the 
mind, this can result to lack 
of  mental alertness.

Madness is not only 
when you are roaming 
about naked in the street. 
P s y c h o l o g y  d e f i n e d 
madness as "being out of  
one's mind "which means 
that someone who gets 
angry to the level  of  
destruction is equally mad.

The causes of  madness 
according to Igbo spiritual 
belief  is that madness 
c o m e s  t o  s o m e o n e 

especially when there is a 
call that the person refuses 
to answer to Agwu the 
spirit of  divinity and health 
is sent to disturb the person 
t h r o u g h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
d i s t u r b a n c e s  f r o m 
downward slopping of  
one's business to health 
issues including madness.

The reason for most 
madness amongst the 
youth's maybe the fact that 
most youths believe that 
the Africa's traditional 
belief  is false and disregard 
whatever call by the spirits 
to service.

One thing Africans do 
not know is that science 
and African beliefs are 
interwoven. There is no 
physical illness that did not 
emanate from the spiritual. 

From the accounts above 
it can now be said that 
there are forces that cause 
madness. 

...Madness ravages
 

Madman in Owerri suspected to have been killed.Madman in Owerri suspected to have been killed.Madman in Owerri suspected to have been killed.Madwoman in Enugu after giving birth to a baby girl.Madwoman in Enugu after giving birth to a baby girl.Madwoman in Enugu after giving birth to a baby girl.

Continued from Pg. 9
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Fire for fire

Bad leadership made us remove Ambode from Alausa - 
Tinubu

“Ever since Babajide became the captain of  the ship of  our state, he has turned it round 
to the right direction of  progress, development, and good leadership quality.” The errors 
noticed by political leaders in the state are what led to the decision to jettison Ambode and 
bring Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu and Obafemi Hamzat, on board. Though they were 
not sure of  what the performance of  Sanwo-Olu and Hamzat would be, the two leaders 
have so far proven their worth despite the prevailing challenges. If  I look back and I don't 
find them again; if  I don't respond to them, if  I fail to accede to their request, I would have 
failed the leadership test. “This is not personal; it is beyond me as a person. Every 
democratic constitution is preceded by 'We, the people'. So, I had to submit myself  to the 
wishes and the yearnings of  our party. “This is an elixir for the general election. “Sometime 
in 2017-2018, the ship of  this state seemed to have headed in a very wrong direction. 
History had it that we came together, an election came and we chose a democratically-
elected government of  the people, our people, and for the people. They say 'who is Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu'? We said, 'you will find out'. Ambode Akin, he's doing well, yes; he hasn't been 
a good party man; not only the glamour, not only about brick and mortar. A talent is 
determined by character. For you to become an influential person, you have to respond to 
the yearnings of  the people. This is politics; democracy, one man, one vote.” “Don't copy 
vagabonds and those who are into thuggery. There is no development if  there is no peace. 
We must encourage peace. The government will ensure that you get the right education. 
Education is an investment in your future. “Destruction and disruption will not help you to 
reach the destination you desire to reach. We will support your aspirations but help the 
state, ensure peace in our state and country.”

A
PC National leader, Bola Tinubu last Friday at a ceremony to commission a flyover bridge at Pen Cinema 
named after him, which was started by the Ambode's administration but completed by the Babajide Sanwo-
Olu administration blamed poor leadership abilities for the decision not to support Akinwumi Ambode for a 

second term as Lagos State Governor. According to him, Ambode's administration was leading Lagos State in the wrong direction and 
couldn't be allowed to continue that way. Tinubu further disclosed that the drift between Ambode's leadership and the vision for Lagos 
State became noticeable between 2017-2018. He commended the Sanwo-Olu administration for steering the state back in the right 
direction, describing him and his team as “great performers and doers”. APC godfather Asiwaju Bola Tinubu says Ambode became a bad 
party man who no longer deserved his support. Reacting, a chieftain of the Peoples Democratic Party in Lagos State, Chief Bode George, 
has said he will not stop criticising a former governor of the state, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, as far as the state's affairs are concerned. George 
claimed that the affairs of Lagos State started going in the wrong direction since Tinubu took control of the state in 1999. He claimed that 
all the beautiful legacies left by Tinubu's predecessors, such as the late Alhaji Lateef Jakande, the late Mobolaji Johnson and Buba Marwa, 
had been eroded. George said this in an interview on Saturday to counter a comment made by Tinubu on Friday that the ship of Lagos was 
going adrift between 2017 and 2018, a period when ex-Governor Akinwunmi Ambode was in charge of the state. George said Tinubu was 
the one who drove the state in the wrong direction, vowing that he would not stop tackling him.

Lagos started sinking when you, not Ambode, 
became governor – Bode George

“The ship of  Lagos has been going in the wrong direction since 
he (Tinubu) ascended the throne of  Lagos. “Right from the days of  
Brigadier Johnson, Baba Jakande, Marwa, and all those who have 
ruled Lagos, people still talk of  their legacies. But the ship of  Lagos 
started going in the wrong direction when he (Tinubu) ascended the 
throne. “I stand by all that I have said about him. I don't have 
anything personal against him but against his policies. His daughter 
is the Iyaloja of  Lagos, his son is the only one that has advert all over 
the city and his wife is the one representing Lagos Central in the 
Senate. O to ge! “We met very encouraging things when we were 
growing up but today where are they? No scholarship for students, 
no help for the masses. I don't have anything against Tinubu but his 
policies. If  he were in Osun State, I wouldn't have been concerned 
but as a Lagosian, Tinubu is too important to be left alone and that 
is why I will continue speaking against his policies.”

Whose leadership brought
Lagos down?
Tinubu, Bode George give
crossfire answers
By Anthony Ogbekile

Tinubu George
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Joe Aribo's Rangers
wins Scottish
Premiership after
10 years wait

oe Aribo and Leon 

JB a l o g u n ' s  c l u b , 
Rangers have won the 

Scottish Premiership for the 
first time in ten years with a 3-0 
victory over St Mirren at Ibrox 
Stadium. Ryan Kent, Alfredo 
Morelos and Ianis Hagi were 
on target, pushing Steven 
Gerrard's side to a 17-match 
unbeaten run and guaranteeing 
a first place finish in the league. 
Although not quite yet over the 

 cross section of  fans of  

AHeartland Football Club 
of  Owerri have alleged that 

the deputy speaker of  Imo State 
House of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. 
A m a r a  I w u a n y a n w u  i s 
m i s m a n a g i n g  t h e  t e a m . 
Iwuanyanwu is the committee 
chairman on sports but the fans say 
he is now running the club in an 
executive capacity rather the 
oversight function he was directed 
to play. 

According to Festus Ukanna, a 
diehard supporter of  the club, 
Iwuanyanwu's actions are capable 
of  running the club. He said, “I have 
been following this team since 
inception and I never experienced 
where a deputy speaker of  the 
house of  assembly made himself  
the executive chairman of  the team. 
It is bad because the team has a 
general manager who also doubles 
as the CEO. So, why is the deputy 
speaker performing the functions of  
the general manager? It is not good 

for us as a team”. 
Another Heartland fan, Udo 

Uche Mike even explained the 
situation better. “Let me tell you 
that it is true that the deputy speaker 
has taken over Hear tland in 
executive capacity. For instance, the 
team's office is non functional 
because there is no funds for it. 
What happens is that the deputy 
g e t s  t h e  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e 
gover nment  house  and asks 
management team to report to his 
lodge. There, he disburses the funds 
without any allocation made for the 
office. As I speak with you, 
Heartland office cannot power its 
generator, it cannot buy any 
stationery, it cannot even loan any 
player one kobo.   The meaning 
here is that the deputy speaker has 
converted his lodge into Heartland 
office. This is not acceptable to us 
because the team has an office, has a 
general manger, has an account and 
an accountant”, he said. 

In the same manner, Chidi 
Onukwube Innocent said if  nothing 
is done to call the deputy speaker to 
order, Heartland might draw the 

wrath of  the football authorities. As 
he put it, “Imagine a situation 
where the deputy speaker tampered 
with the management team of  
Heartland without the general 
manager? He removed the media 
officer who has a four year contract 
with the team and replaced him 
with someone without any letter of  
employment. He also removed the 
team manager and brought another 
person. These are illegal actions 
that are causing ripples in the team 
and we want them to come to an 
end.”

n attempt by Nigeria-born 

AIsrael Adesanya to become 
a double champion in the 

UFC was dashed early Sunday 
morning.

Ja n  B l a c h o w i c z  b e a t  t h e 
previously undefeated Adesanya by 
unanimous decision (49-46, 49-45, 
4 9 - 4 5 )  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  l i g h t 
heavyweight title in the main event 
of  UFC 259.

A d e s a n y a ,  t h e  U F C 
middleweight champion, was 
attempting to become just the fifth 
fighter in UFC history to hold two 
titles concurrently.

The loss is Adesanya's first in his 
professional MMA career and 
brings his record to 20-1.

H e  r e m a i n s  u n b e a t e n  a t 
middleweight where he is the 
current UFC champion.

Blachowicz had a 107-78 edge in 
significant strikes, outlanding 
Adesanya in every round, including 
28-12 in the fifth. Two judges scored 
the final round 10-8 for Blachowicz.

Blachowicz (28-8) has won five in 
a row. He claimed the UFC light 
heavyweight t i t le  in beating 
Dominick Reyes by second-round 
TKO at UFC 253 in September.

iver pool  boss,  Jurgen LKlopp, believes he's the one 
manager who can guide the 

club out of  their current crisis.
Liverpool have now lost six 

successive games at Anfield having 
been unbeaten there for almost 
four years.

“From a football point of  view, 
we try to adapt and obviously we 
d o n ' t  a d a p t  q u i c k  e n o u g h , 
otherwise we would have better 
results,” said Klopp. “And that is 
the criticism we face. We cannot do 
other than our best.

“And if  there is somebody who 
thinks there is  another one 
[manager] who can do better, then 
they have to make the decision. 
That's clear. I don't think that's the 
case. Not that nobody can do it 
better but that I don't think any of  
the deciders [the board] have that 
opinion — at least nobody told me. 
But it's not that you can change 
everything.”

finish line, the Light Blues are 
now on the verge of  a 55th title 
and the manager, speaking 
after the emphatic win over the 
Buddies, praised his players 
and all the club's fans and staff  
at this exciting moment in 
Rangers' history. “I don't think 
while I'm representing this club 
there will ever be a bigger three 
points, is the reality,” Gerrard 
told Scottish media.

Heartland supporters accuse Imo
deputy speaker of running down
team

No one believes there's
anyone better than me
for this job – Klopp

Betting TipsBetting TipsBetting Tips
European Champions League Fixtures 
Prediction
CODE  number    FZWVJ 

Juventus vs FC Porto /Over 2.5 goals
Borussia Dortmund vs Sevila /GG& Over 
2.5 goals.
PSG vs Barca /x
Liverpool Vs Leipzig /x2 & Over 1.5 goals
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UFC: Israel Adesanya suffers
first career defeat
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damage of  destroying what is left 
of  our culture in the name of  such 
practices like deliverance. In the 
process they attack and destroy the 
remnants of  our effigies, artifacts 
and relics whereas the Oyibo 
people will create museums to 
protect theirs.

As ignorant as our people, 
they told our forebears that the 
effigies are demonic yet they carted 
them away making use of  them 
because they appreciate the 
' e n e r g i e s  a n d  p owe r '  t h e y 
represent. Hypocritically, our 
p e o p l e  a r e  c o n t e n t e d  w i t h 
worshipping the graven image of  
Mary the mother of  Jesus but 
demonise the man who worships 
the deities.

We are good to go so long it is 
the God of  Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob but here we demonize our 
Amadioha, Sango, Igwekala etc. 
Ignorantly or rather stupidly out of  
zealousness some communities 
have changed their ancestral 
inherited names because according 
to them it is demonic, denies them 
progress.

It is the same with some 
families who have denounced their 
fathers name and changed it to 
what they think is godlier. I know a 
c o m m u n i t y  i n  I s u  l o c a l 
government area of  Imo State that 
bears Umuarisi but chose to change 
it to Umuchukwu. What has today 
torn the once peaceful Nkerehi 
community in Orumba South 
Local Government of  Anambra 
State is its change of  name to 
Umuchukwu by one of  its big wigs. 
The community has known no 
peace since then arising from 
d i s a g r e e m e n t s  a m o n g  t h e 
community members.

All the expected benefits 
arising from the changes flies in the 
face of  reality that nothing truly 
c h a n g e s .  I n  s o m e  o f  t h e 
communities that claim lack of  
progress you will discover that 
some big wigs there are making 
tremendous successes in their 
endeavours even with the old name 
while after the name change there 
is no change. It is proven then that 

home for him because he has been 
roaming from one house to the 
other. Solomon later built him a 
home. When you take away the 
dwelling place of  these spirits 
without showing them a new place 
to reside, then you have asked them 
to come stay with you;  now 
depending on your closeness to 
them shall you receive either 
blessing or curse.

''Remember when God in the 
Bible had no house, he had to sleep 
in the home of  some people, some he 
blessed and some he cursed or even 
killed. And also remember that 
when Jesus casted out the demons 
he gave them a place to stay in the 
s w i n e ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t 
comfortable so they had to move 
further to the river.

''When you ask a priest to 
remove a shrine; one thing you don't 
know is that these people know how 
to exclude themselves from the 
wrath which is to come. They know 
how to vindicate themselves from 
the wrath of  the spirit. They will 
always tell the spirit that they are 
innocent of  the act that whatever 
punishment should go to the person 
w h o  c a l l e d  t h e m  t o  d o  t h e 
destruction, since it is destroyed at 
the persons order. He (the priest or 

hristian religion is one 

Co f  t h e  i m p o r t e d 
rel igions that  were 

imposed on the African through 
colonialism. I am not sure that 
many who today make a lot of  
noise about it ever knew about 
the atrocities committed by 
those who sought to spread it in 
the early times. The inquisition 
which took so many lives does 
not exclude the religion with the 
tag as a religion of  violence just 
like Islam.

Our forebears fought great 
wars to resist them before they 
were over powered. Since it set 
foot on our soil life has never 
been the same again. Little 
wonder the legendary Chinua 
Achebe in his famous book 
'Things Fall Apart' lamented 
that “things have fallen apart 
and the centre can no longer 
hold because they have put a 
knife into the thing that weld us 
together''. That is the reality of  
the moment.

Religion is part of  the 
culture of  a people. Christian 
religion is of  the western world 
especially the Europeans. 
Strictly speaking the black man 
had no religion. The traditional 
religion was a labeling of  the 
pristine mode of  worship of  the 
black man. Man is a spirit 
(mmuo) encased in human 
body. God Himself  is a Great 
Spirit. Man only communes 
with himself  (spirit) 

The relationship of  man 
and God is a spiritual thing and 
it requires a high degree of  
p u r i t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y 
integrity and love before the 
African can stand before his 
Creator (in Igbo Chi ukwu 
Okike). For the invading culture 
to take root it had to use 
propaganda, brain wash and 
blackmail to demonize our 
culture. Our culture remains 
superior no matter how you 
may despise it.

When the colonialists left, 
those who succeeded them till 
date have continued in the 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

successes and failures are not 
because of  the name the community 
bears.

Today people are burning the 
Ofo in their families because they 
have been misled to believe that it is 
evil, fetish and holds back progress 
in their lives. What is not known to 
them is that they have destroyed 
nothing. They have only managed to 
destroy the image which represents 
the spirit, but not the spirit. When 
you destroy the body you have not 
destroyed the spirit that inhabits it. 
The spirit is only displaced and 
made to wonder.

A Lagos based Igbo spiritualist 
and school teacher, Ogechi Ibekwe 
explained it better when she stated as 
follows.

'The symbol you see there is just 
a representation of  the spirit. The 
true spirit is invincible and cannot be 
seen. Have you ever noticed that it is 
as if  your problems multiply each 
time you call a pastor or priest to 
destroy the statue after some time, 
more serious problem escalates.

'This is because you have 
succeeded in taking away the 
dwelling place of  the spirits and so 
made them homeless just as God in 
the Bible told Solomon to build a 

pastor) goes free while the people 
w h o  c a l l e d  f o r  i t  b e a r  t h e 
consequences.''

We should therefore be mindful 
of  our obsession for worship of  God 
which leads us to lay mines for 
ourselves. The best we can do for 
ourselves is to do introspection and 
query everything we have believed in 
relation to our culture. Some of  us 
unfortunately were born into this 
believes and swallowed everything 
because many are on that path and 
hold that the majority is right.

Let me restate even though that 
may sound stupid in the ears of  
people. We can never recover or find 
ourselves out of  the woods unless we 
return to our culture and the original 
unadulterated ways of  worship. Our 
culture is the foundation and base of  
our development. It had everything 
that can take us to the Eldorado we 
long for before we were misled to 
believe otherwise.

We are only groping in the dark 
because we superimposed a different 
thing on our foundation and there is 
a mismatch. Nothing can ever work 
well. No country can ever grow 
without its culture. No doubt we 
appreciate the dynamism of  culture 
and the influence of  other cultures 
but never its complete abandonment 
as we have done.

Why destruction of our deities or
deliverance is compounding the challenge

A deliverance session in a Nigerian churchA deliverance session in a Nigerian churchA deliverance session in a Nigerian church

Police nab killers of
Aba PoS operator

Police arrest family of
six for operating
kidnap syndicate
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