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From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

O
ver one thou-
sand traders and 
shop owners who 

were displaced at Ebonyi 
building materials mar-
ket have appealed to the 
government to provide a 
good alternative place for 
them to do their business-
es.

The demolition of  the 
buildings and shops at 
Ebonyi building mate-
rials market has been in 
progress in Abakaliki

The demolition exercise 
is being supervised by a 
combined team of  secu-
rity agencies and some 
government officials. The 
traders were seen running 
around to remove their 
wares from the shops to 
avoid their being dam-
aged by the bulldozers.

Most of  the traders and 
shop owners who spoke 
to our reporter lamented 
that government should 
have given them more 
time since the new site 
has not been completed. 
They further argued that 

Ebonyi market demolition:
Affected traders cry for help

the forceful eviction will 
expose them to more 
hardships because gov-
ernment did not put any 
form of  security in the 
new site.

Our correspondent who 
visited the market saw 
the traders running helter 
skelter trying to evacuate 
their goods while govern-
ment officials were busy 
demolishing some of  the 
shops.

One of  the affected 
traders, Mr. Obasi Chuk-
wudi confirmed that gov-
ernment gave them quit 
notice.

He however noted that 
they never knew the gov-
ernment will move in im-
mediately to evict them 
as the new site has not 
been completed.“Gov-
ernment gave us order 
to pack out of  this place 
to the new site but we 
didn’t know it was ur-
gent because we thought 
they will give us time to 
prepare ourselves. “It 
will not only affect us but 
our families are affected. 
Government should give 
us one week,” he plead-

ed.
Another trader, Mr. 

Okwudiri Uche said the 
government took them 
unawares because they 
never knew government 
will start demolition im-
mediately. “We came to 
market this morning only 
to see that security agen-
cies have blocked the en-
trance of  the market and 
stopped our movement 
and business transac-
tions.”

“We never knew govern-
ment will start today be-
ing 1st March. My shop 
has been demolished. 
Government should give 
us more time to finish the 
new site.”

Mrs. Eze Ugwu de-
scribed the government’s 
action as terrible and 
unexpected. “Our con-
dition is so terrible; we 
never expected this kind 
of  thing because we have 
been asking government 
since to give us time. 
Nothing has been done 
in the new site. We all see 
how COVID-19 affected 
our businesses.

“Somebody that has 7 

children and you pursue 
her, what do you expect 
her to do. What do you 
expect the condition of  
somebody who ran from 
Northern region to Eb-
onyi to do? Now they 
said nobody should stay 
on the street or on the 
road to sell that means 
they want us to die,” she 
lamented.

Responding the Special 

Treat herders with AK47 as 
armed robbers in Anambra
- Obiano tells Police

Assistant to the governor 
on Special Projects, Hon. 
Richard Idike who is su-
pervising the demolition 
exercise said the discus-
sion for the relocation 
of  traders to the new site 
has been on since two 
years “The demolition 
is part of  function of  my 
office, it is  accompanied 
with a court order, the 
government has been 

talking with the building 
materials traders here 
for  over two years now 
about relocation to the 
new site, and government 
deemed  it necessary that 
this place is very tight, 
considering the number 
of  people here, now be-
cause of  the space issue, 
the government decided 
to provide a new site for 
them.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Governor Willie Obi-
ano of  Anambra state, 
has ordered the Nigeria 
Police Force, other secu-
rity agencies, Anambra 
vigilante group and tradi-
tional rulers in all the 181 
communities that consti-
tute Anambra to treat 
any cattle herders caught 

Community police initiative will 
flop, if not funded - Stakeholders
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

P
articipants in the one 
day mass sensitization 
of  the members of  the 

public on community polic-
ing expressed support to the 
initiative but called for proper 
funding of  community polic-
ing in order to be effective and 
function efficiently.

In a paper presentation 
entitled, “Understanding 
Community Policing, A 

Framework for Action”, 
Barr. Christopher .O. Luke 
stated that community polic-
ing comprises of  community 
partnership; organizational 
transformation; and pro-ac-
tive problem solving, which 
are the three key components.

Luke suggested that mem-
bers of  the force and the pub-
lic must understand the com-
munity policing vision of  IGP 
Mohammed Adamu before 
they can run along with it. 
While lauding the presidency 
and the IGP for the wonder-

with AK47 as an armed 
robber in the state.
Obiano gave the order 

at a one day Stakehold-
ers Security Summit or-
ganized by the Nigeria 
Police, directed by the 
Inspector General of  
Police, Mr. Mohammed 
Abubakar Adamu in 
collaboration with the 
Anambra State govern-
ment, held at Professor 
Dora Akunyili Women 
Development Centre 
Awka, on Tuesday.
He said the measure, 

if  generally adopted by 
other governors, will 
help stem down the tide 
of  security challeng-
es currently facing the 
country. He said he is 
giving the order because 
everything about securi-
ty of  Ndi-Anambra was 
his major focus in the 
present government.
The governor explained 

that the meeting will 
help re-strategize on how 
to address the challenges 
of  cattle herders parad-
ing the state with AK47 
riffles. He warned tradi-
tional rulers not to allow 
such people in their com-
munities. “Any Fulani 
herdsman with AK47 is 
not Nigerian. Therefore 
should be treated as an 
armed robber”.
“Security has been my 

number one agenda, I 
have purchased about 
562 vehicles to security 
agencies since I came 
on board as governor of  
AnambraState in 2013”, 
Obiano boosted.
He used the event to 

beg the security agencies, 
traditional rulers, youths 
and participants to sup-
port APGA candidate 
in the November 6, 2021 

governorship election.
In his address, the In-

spector General of  Po-
lice, Mr. Mohammed 
Abubakar Adamu, said 
the programme is aimed 
at mobilizing all stake-
holders comprising tra-
ditional leaders, clergies, 
community leaders, 
youths and general pub-
lic to proffer advice for 
improved participation 
in policing their respec-
tive communities; and 
enhanced security con-
sciousness, especially 
during this challenging 
period across the coun-
try.  The IGP was rep -
resented by the Deputy 
Inspector-General of  Po-
lice in charge of  Finance 
and Administration, 
DIG Joseph Egbunike.
In their separate 

speeches, the State Com-
missioner for Local 
Government and Chief-
taincy Affairs and the 
Chairman of  Anambra 
State Vigilante Service, 
Mr. Greg Obi and Rtd. 
CP Ikechukwu Ayodele 
Aduba respectively com-
mended the Inspector 
General of  Police for or-
ganizing the programme, 
while assuring the gov-
ernor of  their readiness 
to enforce the directives 
across communities in 
the state.

ful initiative, he reminded all 
that security required collec-
tive efforts, hence the need for 
the traditional rulers, youth 
leaders and other groups in 
the community to work in 
synergy with each other.

The Inspector General of  
Police, Muhammad Adamu 
in his message, said that the 
philosophy behind the intro-
duction of  community polic-
ing is to provide closer and 
friendly contact between the 
police and members of  the 
community in order to en-
hance the security and safety 
of  the community.

IGP who was represented 
by the Enugu State Com-
missioner of  Police, CP Mo-
hammed Aliyu pointed out 
that the reason behind the 
engagement and utilization 
of  special constabulary in the 
implementation of  commu-
nity-oriented policing frame-
work is for the establishment 
of  partnership in the commu-
nity and society in general.

The police IGP seized the 
opportunity to call on the 
Southeast governors to assist 
the police and see to the suc-
cess of  the initiative.

Vice President of  Industri-
al Global Union, Comrade 
Issa Aremu in his keynote 
address, said that community Governor Willie Obiano

policing is a relatively novel 
complimentary approach to 
overcoming the challenges of  
insecurity, adding that inter-
nal security remained the crit-
ical success factor in nation 
building.

According to him, the mass 
sensitization compliments the 
commendable efforts of  the 
IGP aimed at realizing the 
vision of  community policing 
through capacity building, 
training and reorientation of  
the communities, targeted 
groups and the police ranks 
and files.

Declaring the occasion open 
earlier, the governor of  Enu-
gu State, Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
pointed out that synergy in 
security network is very im-
portant in order to produce 
the required result.

Ugwuanyi represented by 
the state Commissioner for 
Local Government, Hon. 
Peter Okoronkwo observed 
that Nigeria is blessed with 
one of  the most hardworking 
and committed police force, 
which needs to be honored. 
Ugwuanyi called for a well 
equipped police force, point-
ing out that it will further 
boost the community policing 
especially when there is a syn-
ergy between the communi-
ties and the police.

Nnewi fire outbreak: Assembly
urges Obiano to compensate
affected traders 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The Anambra State House 
of  Assembly has urged 

Governor Willie Obiano to 
find a way of  compensating 
affected traders who lost their 
wares at the Nnewi Timber 
Market fire outbreak.

The resolution was sequel 
to a motion of  urgent public 
importance sponsored to that 
effect by the member repre-
senting Nnewi North Constit-
uency, Hon. Nonso Okafor 
during yesterday’s plenary in 
Awka.

News Echo gathered that 

while explaining the motion,  
Okafor who sympathized 
with the affected traders, dis-
closed that goods and shops 
worth millions of  naira went 
up in flames and urged Gov-
ernor Obiano to compensate 
them so that they could go 
back to their businesses.

The Speaker of  the House, 
Rt. Hon. Uche Okafor also 
sympathized with the affected 
traders and expressed confi-
dence that Governor Obiano 
will assist them to return to 
their businesses and read out 
the resolution to the House, 
while the lawmakers support-
ed it through a voice vote.
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By Chinyere Nwaneri

A
ll may not have 
been heard about 
the leadership cri-

sis rocking the Imo State 
branch of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) as 
Dan Nwafor, a factional 
chairman insists that he 
remains the authentic state 
chairman of  the party.  

Recent revelations from 
court adjournments have 
emerged to indicate that 
Dan Nwafor is still the 
authentic chairman of  the 
party and will remain in 
office till Oct 22 when the 
Court will look into the 
matter again.

This was made known in 
a recent statement issued 
by the chairman and made 
available to News Echo. 
An excerpt of  the state-
ment reads:

‘‘APC went to Appeal 
Court Abuja seeking for 
leave of  court to appeal 
against our August 14th 
2018, 18 months after the 
judgment was given but 
the Court of  Appeal dis-
missed the application. 
Dissatisfied with the Ap-
peal Court judgment, they 
approached the Supreme 

I’m still authentic Imo APC
chairman - Nwafor

Court who adjourned the 
hearing of  their applica-
tion to appeal our judg-
ment to Oct 2022. 

‘They are still seeking for 
court permission to appeal 
this judgment. The August 
14, 2018 judgment which 
affirmed the legitimacy of  
the Daniel Nwafor led Ex-
ecutives in Imo State which 
also even barred the NEC 
of  our party from tamper-
ing with our tenure still sub-
sist and is still in full legal 
force’’

 It would be recalled that 
the struggle for the control 
of  the Soul of  Imo APC has 
raged between Gov Hope 
Uzodimma and ex-gover-
nor Rochas Okorocha cul-
minating in multiple court 
actions. This was the situa-
tion before the national sec-
retariat of  the party contra-
ry to the court proceedings 
wielded the big hammer to 
dissolve all state executive 
committees.

In their stead they ap-
pointed state caretaker 
committees and in Imo one 
of  the two contenders to 
the chairmanship seat, Barr 
Marcellinus Nlemigbo was 
picked to run the state. 

However, in his reaction, 

the Director General, Me-
dia of  the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Mr. Ca-
jetan Duke dismissed the 
claim that Dan Nwafor is 
still the chairman of  the 
party, wondering which 
party and in which state he 
is presiding.

According to him, ‘‘that 
judgment was adjourned 
but Dan Nwafor chose to 
give his own self  interpreta-
tion that he is still in power. 
That matter has been over-
taken by events because the 
party exercising its mandate 
dissolved all the elected par-

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The former governor of  
Anambra State, Mr. Peter 

Obi, has called on the Federal 
Government not to use Nige-
ria’s money to dialogue with 
bandits.

Obi stated this on Wednes-
day, during the unveiling and 
presentation of  a book; Com-
munication and Media Stud-
ies; Multiple Perspectives by 
Professor Chinyere Stella 
Okunna at Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka.  He said 
that the country will hardly 
become a successful country 
if  bandits are considered for a 
dialogue meeting by the fed-
eral government.

Obi who was a special guest 
of  honor said, “Oil money 
used to be the major earn-
er for Nigeria, but today the 
world is moving away from 
oil. The knowledge sector is 
now the industry that is earn-
ing money. “You can’t pay 
people for banditry. The only 
business that thrives in Nige-
ria is stealing government’s 
money, banditry and kid-
napping. And that’s why the 
country is not progressing.

“How do we go and negoti-
ate and pay somebody, a ban-
dit, when we have not paid 
those who’re working. We 
are owing those who have 
legitimately worked. And we 
are negotiating and paying 
those who have stolen kids. It 

is a criminal system. It is im-
portant we walk away from 
it. “Nigeria will not succeed 
if  we continue asking bandits 
to come to a meeting and we 
are not calling professors to 
a meeting. That is why the 
country is where it is today. 
May God help Nigeria.” “Ni-
geria prefers to pay bandits 
and dialogue with them than 
to pay or meet with resource-
ful and hard-working intellec-
tuals. 

Don’t use Nigeria’s money to
dialogue with bandits
- Peter Obi tells FG

Nigeria can’t survive only on oil - Jonathan
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Former President of  Ni-
geria, Dr. Goodluck 

Jonathan has said that Ni-
geria cannot survive on oil 
alone but on quality educa-
tion which is the roadmap 
to development of  any na-
tion.

Jonathan made these 
points at Uturu, Abia State 
during convocation ceremo-
ny of  Gregory University, 

held at the school’s auditori-
um. He also cautioned that 
Nigerian must stop depend-
ing on oil revenue for the 
sustenance of  her economy.

The former President 
who was honored with an 
honorary PhD in public 
administration by the insti-
tution noted that his love 
for education made him 
to establish twelve conven-
tional universities and other 
schools of  study across the 
country. 

ty officers in all the 36 states 
and FCT and constituted 
new caretaker committee.’’

On whether it is right for 
the party to act on a matter 
that is in the court for which 
ruling has not been deliv-
ered, he stated, ‘‘the party 
has the right to administer 
its affairs in line with its 
constitution and one of  the 
fundamental principle of  
the party is that no member 
has a right to take the party 
to court without utilizing 
the internal problem reso-
lution mechanism of  the 
party.’’

Why Abia should benefit more 
from PIB - Ikpeazu
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu has said 
that Abia state should benefit 
more from the proposed Pe-
troleum Industry Bill because 
of  the peaceful disposition of  
her oil producing communi-
ties. 

The Abia governor said this 
while receiving in audience 
a delegation of  the Nation-
al Assembly Joint Ad hoc 
Committee on the Petroleum 
Industry Bill at government 
house, Umuahia. 

Ikpeazu said Abia has the 
record of  being the most 
peaceful Oil Producing State 
as oil producing communities 
in the State have not had any 
face off  with oil companies 

operating in the state.
He said that it is unfortunate 

that despite the cooperation 
shown by Abia host commu-
nities to oil companies, the 
state gets little or nothing in 
return, as the oil producing 
communities are highly ne-
glected.  Ikpeazu expressed 
displeasure that the oil com-
panies who do business in the 
state do not pay taxes in Abia.

He said the companies 
chose to reside in a neigh-
bouring state from where they 
come to Abia with the help of  
heavily armed security guards 
to do their business and leave. 

He commended the com-
mittee for the initiative to talk 
to Nigerians on the proposed 
Petroleum Industry Bill, not-
ing that trust is the major 

problem we have in Nigeria. 
He admitted that there is 
need to talk to the people and 
pointed out that many Nigeri-
ans do not believe the govern-
ment.

The governor stressed the 
need for the government to 
encourage the people to be-
lieve her more, adding that 
by so doing, Nigerians will 
feel carried along which will 
eventually help assuage fray 
nerves. 

Senator Albert Bassey Ak-
pan, Leader of  the delega-
tion said that the committee 
is covering Abia and Imo 
States and thanked Ikpeazu 
for the wonderful job he is 
doing in the state considering 
how much he receives. He ex-
plained that they were in the 

By Chigozie Uzosike, 
Uzoma Ogoke

Now that the Imo State 
House of  Assembly 

has sacked the Majority 
Leader and member rep-
resenting Ikeduru state 
constituency, Hon. Uche 
Ogbuagu, what will be 
his position of  play in the 
cauldron of  political pot 
of  the state.

The Speaker, Hon. Paul 
Emeziem who did not 
give any reason, called for 
his removal at the plenary 

Uche Ogbuagu sack:
I’ll consult party 
leaders - Ogbuagu

session on Thursday and 
it was sustained by the 
members. He may have 
been removed as a result 
of  insurbordination, dis-
repect for the Speaker, 
among others.

It would be recalled that 
Uche Ogbuagu who won 
his election under the 
PDP platform defected to 
APC immediately Hope 
Uzodinma was declared 
winner. Ogbuagu having 
abandoned the former 
governor, Rt. Hon. Eme-
ka Ihedioha who brought 
him into political lime-
light would have to dan-
gle in the jigsaw of  the 
state politics. The come-
dian turned politician at-
tracted a lot of  criticisms 
when he defected to APC. 
Abandoning PDP, the 
party that packaged him 
to make his first political 
launch.

Uche was later made 
the Majority Leader, a 
position he held until his 
removal yesterday. He has 
since been replaced with 
the member represent-
ing Owerri West, Hon. 
Kanayo Onyemaechi. 

Ogbuagu has this to say 
‘I have been informed this 
morning, on my way to the 
Chamber of  my removal as 
Majority Leader, Imo State 
House Of  Assembly Ow-
erri. A position I’ve held 
since March 24, 2020. I am 
however surprised that the 
Speaker,  Mr. Paul Emez-
iem decided to discoun-
tenance my letter to him 
yesterday, dated March 
3, 2021 and read that his 
comic letter of  removal. 
Since then, there have been 
bombardment of  calls and 
SMS to me on my phone 
lines by concerned Im-
olites, my constituents, 
friends, colleagues and 
numerous media houses 
across the globe to confirm 
the incidence.

I have so far not made 
any statement to any in-
dividual or group on this 
issue and so I advice that 
any of  such fake releases 
be disregarded.

While I beg for time to 
study the development, 
consult with the party 
leadership and in no dis-
tant time, make clear state-
ments. I thank you all for 
your overwhelming out-
pour of  love. I also implore 
all concerned citizens to 
remain calm.

What matters is what Al-
mighty God says about me 
and my political sojourn. 
My future remains very 
green.

Cross section of  guests at the launch of Prof. Chineyere Okunna
book titled: Communication and Media Studies: Multiple Perspectives.

Jonathan expressed his ap-
preciation to the founder of  
Gregory University, Prof. 
Gregory Ibe for the honour 
while pointing out that the 
vision of  the GUU founder 
was aimed at providing edu-
cation and jobs for Nigeria’s 
teeming youths. Without 
these private universities, 
most of  our students here 
would not have gained ad-
mission.” “As a man who 
believes that education is 
the bedrock of  develop-
ment, I am very passionate 
about education”

He continued, “Some peo-
ple may have gotten cer-
tificates but I don’t think 
they are educated and this 
underscores the place of  
quality education in our 
country”

The former President, who 
had earlier laid the foun-
dation stone for Gregory 
University’s   1000-bed in -
ternational school of  med-
icine at Ezinnachi, Okigwe 
Imo State, explained that 
the hospital on completion 
would treat patients from 
across Africa while world-
class facilities would be in-
stalled in the hospital.

In his remarks, Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, represented 
by his Deputy, Sir. Ude Oko 
Chukwu, promised to main-
tain a solid partnership with 
Gregory University in areas 
of  education, skill acquisi-
tion, adding that the school 
has changed the narrative in 
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hat is happening in the 

WNigerian nation as at 
now could be likened to 

a war. To many there is an 
undeclared war going on or how 
else could it be described when the 
body language of  those in 
authorities lends support to some 
to wield ar ms doing their  
businesses, killing raping and 
destroying other people's sources 
of livelihoods.

It is natural that when a stranger 
comes to your home to launch 
attacks taking off  lives and 
indirectly seeking to dispossess you 
of your land you will naturally 
react to such provocative action if 
anything in self defence. Little 
wonder that the people in the South 
took appropriate steps to ward off 
the attacks from the Fulani herders 
who are ravaging everywhere.

It is stated that in war everything 
is fair. It is like in the game of 
football where it is acknowledged 
that you can play badly and win. 
What is of essence is in the victory. 
It is not surprising therefore those 
food growers in northern Nigeria 
have opted for a reprisal action 
against perceived actions they 
consider that amounts to loss of 
business following the defensive 
actions of the Southerners.

It is reported that for some days 
now there is scarcity of food 
because the Amalgamated Union 
of Food and Cattle Dealers of 
N i g e r i a  ( AU F C D N ) ,  f o o d  
s u p p l i e r s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  
deliberately caused a restriction of 
food supply to the South preferring 
to ship them to Cameroun and 
Niger Republic. This according to 
them is a protest action following 
the killing of their members and 
extortion by military men on the 
routes to the south. 

C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e y  h ave  
demanded a whopping sum of 
425m naira in compensations for 
losses suffered. 

The implications of this action 
are far reaching deepening 
significantly the gulf between the 
south and north. It sends a clear 
message and portends great danger 

for the survival of the country. 
There is no doubt that the drum 
beat of war and agitation for the 
separatist state being canvassed by 
the various ethnic groups would 
now attract a higher crescendo.

It would be pertinent to ask how 
the north would react if the south 
responds in like manner assuming 
the Niger Delta boys opt to 
interfere with the flow of oil and 
haulage of petroleum products to 
the north. What about the palm oil 
that moves from here to the north?

Their demands flies in the face of 
reality if it is weighed against the 
unquantifiable losses arising from 
the various rape incidents, killings 
of people, destroyed farm lands etc 
dating back to nearly a decade 
occurring here in the south.

News Echo regrets the dangerous 
level we have degenerated and 
blames the federal government who 
by its actions and inactions has 
created the monstrous situation we 
are grappling with now. Through 
some of its proposed program like 
RUGA, its failure to address the 
insecurity situation, crimes 
festered leading to the ugly state 
that generated the food blockade. 

The reprisal action no doubt is 
self-hurting. It is an ill wind that 
spares not the originator. There are 
reports that the union members 
have suffered colossal loss as a 
result in redirecting their products 
to other areas that may not be in 
actual need of the items. It is 
obvious that they do not have the 
market that the South boasts of, 
little wonder a female supplier 
complained of rotten tomatoes and 
additional pains ferrying back the 
un-purchased items. 

The lessons are quite obvious for 
the south especially the Igbo nation 
who should now focus on growing 
their own food than focusing on 
hotels, real estates, etc. We call on 
the federal government to take 
prompt measures to halt further 
drift. The government is entirely 
responsible for the unease in the 
country and should endeavor to 
clean up the mess.

Friday, March 5, 2021

Food blockade: provocative, 
irresponsible, self-hurting
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efore the present Bc l a m o u r  f o r  
entrepreneurship 

resulting from the huge 
employment gap, Igbo 
land was already blessed 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  
opportunities that abound 
in various forms from one 
community to another. 
The  Akwete  peop le  
popularly known for their 
weaving dexterity was not 
l e f t  o u t  i n  t h e s e  
e n d ow m e n t s  o f  t h e  
Creator. 

However, government 
neglect is a crucial factor 
that is affecting tapping 
into the huge potentials.

Without any signal or 
s i g n p o s t  d i s p l ay,  a  
conscious traveler will 
know he is in Akwete, by 
merely sighting the giant 
statue of  Daada Nwakata, 
the matriarch of  Akwete 
and originator of  their art 
of  weaving, standing tall 
at the town's gate.

The name Akwete is 
neither new nor strange, 

especially to women who 
enjoy wrappers. One 
baff l ing thing about 
Akwete is that the name 
represents both the name 
of  a town and the name of  
certain cloth made by the 
women of  the same town.

Geographically located 
18 Kilometers North East 
of  Port Harcourt and 18 
Kilometers South East of  
Aba, precisely at the rain 
forest of  Ndoki, Akwete is 
the Headquar ters of  
U k w a  E a s t  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Abia 
State and one of  Igbo most 
strategic towns.

The inhabitants of  
A k w e t e  a r e  
predominantly the Ndoki 
clan of  Igboland whose kit 
and kin are also found in 
Rivers State and Akwa-
Ibom State. The town has 
many routes to Ogoni land 
in Rivers  State  and 
Annang land in Akwa 
Ibom who are their  
neighbours.

It is also a riverine town 
that played huge roles in 
the early 19th-century 
slave trade as it was one of  

the main destinations of  
Aro slave traders. It lies 
few nautical miles away 
from Atlantic Ocean and 
was a big route where 
slaves were bought and 
moved to the coast.

However, one thing is 
unique about Akwete and 
that is the ingenuity and 
creativity of  her women in 
cloth weaving. 

Igbo, being a tribe that 
does  no t  joke  wi th  
fashion, has so many 
festivals like; Ichi Ozor 
(taking of  Ozor titles), Iri ji 
(new yam festival), Igboto 
mma (retiring from all 
village involvement), Igba-
N k w u  ( t r a d i t i o n a l  
marriage),  Ikwa-Ozu 
Okenye (burial ceremony 
of  a very old person) etc. 
w h e r e  c l o t h e s  a r e  
displayed.

In all the mentioned 
occasions, Akwete will 
never be found missing, as 
it adds more feathers to the 
crowns of  celebrators, 
because of  its uniqueness 
and special  designs.  
Akwete is also a particular 

kind of  fabric made 
through weaving by 
women of  the town who 
are the only people 
permitted by their customs 
and tradition to weave. 

It is usually woven in 
p a i r s ,  w h i c h  i s  i n  
accordance with Igbo 
custom of  a compulsory 
occasional two wrappers 
dress code for women, 
who must tie the first to 
ankle length, then the 
second to exceed mid-calf  
length.

Akwete is not only for 
Igbo women who enjoy it 
with their elegant blouses. 
The men do sew all kinds 
of  traditional wears like: 
shirts that they wear over 
their trousers and senators 
(a well designed shirt and 
trouser of  the same 
material).

Igbo men also take 
A k w e t e  a s  s p e c i a l  
wrappers used during the 
taking of  chieftaincy titles 
and the Ofala festival 
(celebration of  kingship 
e n t h r o n e m e n t  
anniversary).

The origin of Akwete 
cloth and the story so far:

In Akwete, it is an 
abomination for a man to 
get involved in cloth 
weaving business as it is 
customarily for women. 
Akwete men are aware of  
this and do not venture 
into weaving. 

"I was born to meet it 
that way. No matter the 
joy and love we men have 
for weaving, we dare not 
venture into it because it's 
a taboo and a serious 
affront to our women. It's 
their rights, it's their 
inheritance. No man born 
by a woman can take it 
away from them," says 
Elder Chidi Adiele.

Adiele, who is a retired 
school teacher, said that 
from time immemorial, 
Akwete men have always 
being fisher men while 
t h e i r  wo m e n  we ave  
clothes. He however, said 
that Akwete's oral history 
had it that weaving began 
around 15th century 
before the arrival of  the 

British colonialists into 
Igbo hinterlands.

Adiele said necessity 
became the mother of  
invention in Akwete when 
the slave trade ended and 
the challenges of  what 
next to replace the once 
lucrative slave trading 
faced the Akwete man and 
woman.

According to him, 
some men who are already 
used to the sea and river 
took to fishing while 
women were left with 
nothing except weaving.

Adiele however said 
that the art of  weaving by 
Akwete women is not just 
ordinary, as it was a gift 
from their ancestors to a 
woman called Daada 
Nwakata who in return 
gave same gifts to all 
Akwete women.

"However strange it 
may sound, i t ' s  our 
tradition. The ancient 
gods of  Akwete gave 
Daada Nwakata the 
v i s i o n .  O u r  f a t h e r s  
war ned us that  few 
stubborn men who tried to 

...where weaving is taboo for men, 

...last govt support received from Mbakwe, weavers cry for help

...money spinning opportunity abandoned

Akwete: Land
of weaving

By Nonye Udumiri

F  cus 

Continues on pg 6

Couple showcase a completed woven material. The Land of Akwete. 
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... land of weaving

go into weaving got 
t e r r i b l e  s p i r i t u a l  
problems."

The retired teacher 
however said that women 
could tell a little boy to 
help them get some 
weaving materials, but 
will stop allowing him 
come close when he starts 
becoming an adolescent.

M a d a m  E s t h e r  
Chukwu said the gift is 
usually transferred from 
mother to daughters, 
stressing that they teach 
their daughters from 
childhood that weaving is 
t h e i r  p r i d e  a n d  a  
household business that 
will make them financially 
strong.

"I'm from here and I'm 
married here. My own 
mother told me that the 
gods gave it to Dada 
Nwakata as women's 
business. I've never seen 
any man weaving since I 
was born because they 
know they cannot change 
the decisions of  our 
ancestors."

News Echo discovered 
that Akwete requires 
materials of  different 
types, but compulsory 
ones included: Loom, 
raffia yarn (thread), cotton 
yarn, silk yarn, heddle and 
twine/rope.

However,  pr ior  to 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  
modernization, the raffia 
fibre which is processed 
into a yarn was the main 
thread used for making the 
Akwete fabric. Back then; 
all items needed for the 
production were gotten 
from raf f ia  t rees  in 
Akwete.

As  moder n iza t ion  

stepped-in, changes came 
in and improved the type 
of  raw materials used like 
the durable embroidery 
threads from China. The 
Akwete weaving is done 
on a vertical loom as 
depicted in the sculpture 
of  Dada Nwakata which 
is placed at the gate of  the 
town.

Akwete weaving is 
beyond just twisting 
threads together, the 
w o m e n  a p p ly  t h e i r  
experiences in discovering 
how to use combination of  
threads  of  d i f ferent  
colours. They create 
aesthetic texture, create 
decorative patterns and 
add effects to make their 
fabrics have unique look.

Challenges:
President, Akwete Co-

o p e r a t i v e  
W o m e n / W e a v e r s  
Associat ion,  Madam 
Hellen Ebere said that 
high cost of  yarn (thread) 
and low sales are their 
major problems. She said 
that many years ago, the 
white people usually come 
to Akwete to buy their 
clothes, but the era of  
serious insecurity like 
kidnapping scared them 
away  a n d  i m p a c t e d  
negatively on their sales. 

Ebere said that their 
major customers currently 
are their neighbours from 
Rivers State and Akwa-
Ibom State plus some 
other persons who visit 
Aba from places like 
Lagos. 

"Government officials 
will come, make promises 
after showcasing our 
works and skills in many 
trade fairs and at the end 

you'll not see them again," 
she lamented.

Mrs. Justina Wogu said 
the price of  the yarn is a 
huge problem, adding that 
buying the yarn, other 
materials has made it 
impossible to see any 
Akwete fabrics selling for 
N20,000 and N15,000 
unlike before.

S h e  b e g g e d  t h e  
government to help them 
get the silk yarns and 
cotton yarns at cheaper 
rates so as to enable them 
buy things that people can 
afford.

Wogu added that they 
will  appreciate it  if  
government can help them 
get some loans to enable 
them buy items and 
employ more hands to 
help in weaving. 

She explained that the 
weavers respect personal 
inventions in the practice 
of  weaving, as one does 
not just reproduce a 
peculiar style created by 
a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  
permission. Wogu said 
that the beauty of  Akwete 
clothes do not fade, as one 
can hardly look at them to 
be old and out of  fashion.

She explained that 
there are no fixed prices or 
standard prices when 
buying at home from a 
weaver because someone 
who needs money to solve 
a problem can sell at 
whatever price that suits 
her. 

She however said that 
within their cooperative, 
they have price tags on all 
Akwete. She added that 
when the demand is high, 
cost will be reduce because 

they usually look at the 
quantity and use that to 
reduce price.

Also speaking to our 
correspondent when he 
visited their homes while 
t h e y  w e r e  w e av i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  b r a n d s  o f  
Akwete fabrics, Mrs. 
Nnenna Onyeju, Mrs. 
Ngozi Nkure and Mrs. 
Chizur u Nwaulu al l  
corroborated initially 
raised concerns.

They said the high cost 
of  yarn which now sells 
above N250 for one and 
requires plenty of  it to 
make one fabric is a huge 
worry.

Mrs. Nkure who spoke 
t o  o u r  r e p o r t e r  a t  
Umuibari village, Akwete 
while she was weaving 
explained that she learnt 
from her mother and has 
been doing this to support 
the family.

"I want Government to 
help us on the yarn 
because the price is too 
much for the quantity 
required to make one 
complete fabric."

Mrs. Nwaulu who also 
said she learnt from her  
mother and will want her 
daughter to take over from 
her, said that she is 
benefitting from making 
Akwete financially but 
needs more help. 

" I ' l l  se l l  th is  one 
N25,000 and a pair of  it 
will be N50,000 since we 
wear two piece wrapper in 
Igboland. The price of  
materials for production is 
the major reason why it 
seems costly."

Government neglect, a 
major setback for Akwete 
industrious women:

M a z i  C h r i s t i a n  
C h u k w u e m e k a  
Uwaezuoke described 
weaving business by 
Akwete women as a 
neglected industry by both 
past and present Abia 
State Government. 

"This Akwete cloth 
industry here has made 
s o m e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
especially on the area of  
gainful employment. I call 
it industry because that's 
what it is and what it 
should be. 

"Government is always 
talking about local content 
policy, looking inwards, 
diversification and all 
manner of  talks, but 
they're absolutely doing 
nothing to help these 
women. "Our women are 
hard-working. They've 
already embraced a God's 
given technology that 
should have placed them 
i n  s o u n d  f i n a n c i a l  
positions if  things are 
done properly here.

"These women are 
creating employments for 
themselves and others. 
They're helping their 
families and younger ones 
w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  
anybody or asking for too 
much.  "All they need is 
just that support from 
Government that will 
serve as a boost to their 
s e ve r a l  d e c a d e s  o f  
unrelenting efforts and 
commitments. 

"Aside when we were in 
the old Imo State led by 
l a t e  C h i e f  S a m u e l  
Onunaka Mbakwe no 
other state administration 
has come to show our 
w o m e n  s u p p o r t .   
"Mbakwe in his wisdom 

t h r o u g h  h i s  w i f e  
recognized the creative 
i n g e n u i t y  a n d  
contributions of  Akwete 
women weavers to the 
development of  the old 
Imo state.

"Part of  his programs 
then was to encourage 
local industries. He visited 
Akwete women and one 
of  the questions proposed 
during the visit was how 
can the government assist 
them? "He donated the 
sum of  N50,000 as at then 
which led to the erection 
of  the building that houses 
the Women Weaving 
Coopera t ive  Soc ie ty  
which the women are 
using part of  it as their 
show room today.

"Currently, Mr. Uzoma 
Abonta has re-roofed the 
building because his 
mother, late Mrs. Rosalind 
Abonta was a pioneer 
leader to the women. But 
that entire structure was 
bequeathed to the women 
by Mbakwe.

" B e y o n d  t h a t  a l l  
subsequent governments 
have not done anything. 
There was a time the 
Akwete women weavers 
hosted a team from a 
government agency, the 
Raw Materials Research 
Institute. 

"They said they had 
come to understudy the 
cloth production and 
know how they can help 
boost its marketability, but 
after that nobody has done 
anything. It is over three 
years now but nothing has 
been done.

"Some time ago, some 
youths also said they came 
to understudy it and know 

Continued from pg 5

F  cus 

Women weaving a material. 
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any people  in Mrelationships do 
not realize that 

t h e y  a r e  a c t u a l l y 
quarrelsome or nagging. It 
sometimes seems as though 
one is only reminding their 
partner of  known duties and 
responsibilities or simply 
giving directions. Would you 
call yourself  a nagging wife 
or husband?

Nagging can lead to a 
vicious self-defeating cycle; 
it puts the nagging partner in 
the position of  superiority 
and is seen as controlling, 
insensitive, mean and cruel.  
Although the par tner 's 
reasons for being nagging 
and quarrelsome may be 
valid, the other party may 
not see it that way.

Women are actually 
m o r e  p r o n e  t o  b e i n g 
quarrelsome and nagging; 
no wonder the Bible has 
pointed it out clearly; “It is 
better to live on a corner of  
the roof  than share a house 
with a quarrelsome wife or 
to live alone in a desert than 
w i t h  a  q u a r r e l s o m e , 
c o m p l a i n i n g  a n d  i l l -
tempered wife”.

The justification:
Many times the response 

given by the nagging party is 
usually about how much 

igerian personalities 

Nlike the former Vice-
P r e s i d e n t  o f  

Nigeria, Atiku Abubakar, 
Shehu Sani, veteran actress, 
Joke Silva, among many 
others, have taken to their 
social media accounts to 
mourn veteran actor, Sadiq 
Daba.

T h e  a c t o r  d i e d  o n 
Wednesday at about 8: 30 pm. 
According to his close friend, 
Joe Odumakin, the actor had 
been ill for a while before his 
demise.

Former Vice-President 
Atiku thanked the late actor 
for the joy he brought into 
homes. 

“Sad that the cock will no 
longer crow at dawn. Sadiq 
Daba, thank you for the joy 
you brought into our homes. 
May your sins be forgiven, 
and your memories be a 
blessing,” he wrote.

A former senator, Shehu 

Instagram to mourn Daba.
Sharing a picture he took with 

the late actor, Afolayan captioned 
the photo, “You will be missed 
'Uncle S'. You made your mark. 
Orun re.” 

Also, popular actor, Yomi 
Fash-Lanso, stated that he was 
glad to be one of  the actors that 
worked with Daba while he was 
alive. 

Fash-Lanso posted a picture 
of  the veteran actor with the 
caption, “I'm so happy I belonged 
to the set of  actors that knew you, 
worked with you, ate with you, 
wined and cracked jokes with 
you. Your sense of  humour and 
deep knowledge was always 
magnetic.

“You were an embodiment of  
total art and freedom. Your light 
always shone through whenever 
you were around. Rest peacefully 
well Egbon Sadiq Daba. You will 
be greatly missed.”

accompanied the post, the 
comedian said his mother 
deserved all the love showed 

her on her big day, noting 
that he troubled her a lot 
growing up. 

matters, insecurities, sex, 
t r u s t  a n d  u n m e t 
expectations.

Truth about nagging:
Many people who nag 

don't even realize they're 
doing it. They think they are 
just trying to help. The one 
nagging falsely assumes that 
they are changing the other's 
behavior. Yet forgetting that 
God is the only One who can 
truly change another's heart.

 Nagging is not only a 
weakness of  women. Men 
nag too. It goes both ways. 
And though it's normally 
talked about within the 
framework of  a marriage, 
many parents  s t r ugg le 
greatly with nagging their 
kids

Often those that nag fight 
hard and strong. They're 
quick to voice opinions, have 
a strong need to be heard, be 
in control, and sincerely 
believe that their words are 
somehow benefitting the 
other person.

Yet God reminds us of  
this. Sometimes our words 
say more about us, than the 
other person. The constant 
battling reveals our own 
hearts, our own selfishness 
for things to be the way "we" 
want  them to  be.  And 
whatever good we think 

they love their partner and 
that is why they bring things 
up because they want the 
relationship to work. What 
they do not understand is 
that it is not about bringing 
up issues, but how they do it 
in love. Love is the most 
profound emotion known to 
human beings, no wonder it 
is said that, “love does make 
the world go round!”

F o r  m o s t  p e o p l e , 
romant ic  re la t ionships 
colour their world view 
bringing meaning to their 
lives.   Everyone desires to 
have a great relationship, 
e x p e r i e n c e  l o v e  a n d 
romance and live happily 
ever after. 

Feelings and emotions 
play a major part in nagging 
or being quarrelsome and is 
s o m e t i m e s  a  w a y  o f   
exhibiting poor self  image, 
self-centeredness, and is a 
s u r e  p o o r  m e a n s  o f  
communicat ion.  Many 
naggers are ignorant of  this 
fact, only acknowledging it 
when their partner's bring it 
up, and at times, may even 
choose to be defensive and 
live in denial.

Var ious  unre so lved 
issues that cause a strain on 
the relationship play a part. 
They range from money 

Sani,  wrote on Twitter, 
“Sadiq Daba; the last sticker 
he sent to my inbox. He has 
been through a long journey 
of  life. An ace presenter and 
actor from a generation of  
m o r a l l y  u p r i g h t  T V 
professionals.May Allah 
grant him Aljanna firdausi. 
Amin.”

Also, Nigerian celebrities 
have taken to their social 
media accounts to mourn the 
actor. Veteran actress, Joke 
Silva, via her Instagram 
handle, posted a picture she 
took of  Daba, and in the 
caption section, she simply 
wrote, “Uncle Sadiq you had 
a good run. I thank God that 
you worked till the end. Rest 
well dear friend. Rest well.”

Ace actor, Kunle Afolyan, 
known to be fond of  the late 
actor as he had featured him 
in some of  his blockbuster 
movies like October 1 and 
C i t a t i o n ,  t o o k  t o  h i s 

o m e d i a n  M r 

CMacaroni has taken 
t o  h i s  o f f i c i a l 

Instagram page to share 
videos of  how he celebrated 
his beloved mother on her 
birthday. Mr Macaroni's 
mother turned a year older 
on Wednesday, March 3, 
and the comedian surprised 
her with a huge money cake, 
a traditional singer, and a 
sax player to sing for her. 

In one of  the videos that 
w e r e  s h a r e d  o n  h i s 
Instagram stor ies,  the 
comedian's mother was 
spotted happily dancing to 
t h e  s o n g s  f r o m  t h e 
saxophonist. 

In another video, the 
t radi t ional  s inger  was 
eulogising God on her 
behalf. At a point, the 
comedian's mother went on 
her knees as she worshipped 
God in gratitude for her life. 
When the huge money cake 
was brought in and placed 
before Macaroni's mum, the 
beautiful woman burst into 
tears. In the caption that 

we're doing, with all of  our 
"reminders," and prompting 
words, may actually be 
causing worse damage.

The dangers of  nagging:
Though nagging words 

leave us feeling zapped, 
drained, and depleted in the 
moment ,  o ther  h idden 
dangers often wreak much 
more destruction in the long 
run. Where it builds and 
festers unseen. Tiny drips 
over time causing more 
damage than what we can 
see on the surface.

Here's truth - you can't 
nag someone into change 
that lasts. It just doesn't 
work. You may see a short 
term solution or be able to 
get what you want because 
you spoke long and loud 
enough, but in the end, it 
may ac tua l ly  have  the 
opposite effect in what 
you're meaning to do.

Because under it all, 
distrust builds, walls go up, 
distancing occurs, intimacy 
is affected, our loved ones 
feel like they're constantly on 
the defense, or under attack, 
a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n s  a n d 
irritations press from all 
sides.

So, how can you tell you 
might be nagging?

A great clue - If  you've 
said the same thing 100 
times, 100 different ways, 
and yet it doesn't seem to be 
enough.

How to stop nagging:

1. Choose to admit 
it's a problem. 

Stop pretending this 
destructive pattern is just 
your “personality.” It 's 
h a r m f u l  a n d  m a y  b e 
destroying your home and 
the relationships with those 
y o u  l o v e  m o s t .  “ A 
quarrelsome wife is like the 
dripping of  a leaky roof in a 
rainstorm; restraining her is 
like restraining the wind or 
grasping oil with the hand” 
(Proverbs 27:15–16).

2. Choose the right 
words. 

Choose to speak life 
words. Choose to encourage. 
Choose to voice concerns in 
a healthier, honest way than 
with sarcastic words or 
constant reminders that tear 
another down. Nagging 
tends to shame and blame, 
calling attention to areas that 
your loved one may already 
fee l  vu lnerab le  about . 
“Encourage one another and 
build each other up” (1 
Thessalonians, 5:11).

3. Choose the right 
t on e .  N a g g i ng  c a n  b e 
condescend ing.  I t  can 
breathe irritation towards 
t h e  o t h e r  t h a t  w i l l 
immediately put the hearer 
on defense.  “The wise 
woman builds her house, but 
with her own hands the 
foolish one tears hers down” 
(Proverbs 14:1).

4. Choose the right 
time.

 
A l l 

m a r r i a g e s 
and relationships will have 
matters to discuss. The 
truth is, we don't always 
view things the same way. 
Sometimes we need to talk 
it through. Find the best 
t i m e  f o r  h o n e s t 
conversations that seek to 
find healthy solutions to 
problems. It's probably not 
the time that your husband 
is late for work and headed 
out the door. Or when 
either of  you are in the 
midst of  kids homework 
and family responsibilities. 
Find a time to talk openly, 
honestly, remembering 
that you're on the same 
team. “Like golden apples 
set in silver is a word 
spoken at the right time” 
(Proverbs 25:11).

5. Choose the right 
attitude. 

Choose love. Choose to 
accentuate the positive 
rather than constantly 
focusing on the negative. 
L o v e  c o v e r s  o v e r  a 
multitude of  sins. We are 
not perfect. Neither are 
those we live with. But 
when we overly focus on 
the faults, rather than the 
strengths, those we love 
may feel like they just can't 
ever get it right. “Above all, 
love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a 
multitude of  sins” (1 Peter 
4:8).

Atiku, Shehu Sani,
Joke Silva,
others mourn
Sadiq Daba

Mr Macaroni gifts his mum huge money
cake for her birthday 

Nagging kills intimacy 

Late Daba

Mr Macaroni’s mum with her money cakeMr Macaroni’s mum with her money cakeMr Macaroni’s mum with her money cake
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his dubious act of  Ts e t t i n g  p o l i c e 
stations ablaze in 

the South East is an 
unlawful act and must 
have to be condemned 
and stopped immediately. 
The Nigerian law books 
a r e  aw a s h  w i t h  a l l 
manner of  stipulations on 
how aggrieved citizens 
can seek redress, taking 
steps recommended by 
the law. Therefore, News 
Echo condemns strongly 
a l l  the  inc iden t s  o f  
b u r n i n g   o f  p o l i c e 
stations by hoodlums or 
organized protesters. 

However,  Ndigbo 
from all walks of  life have 
condemned what they 
called “police invasion of  
South East”. All over 
South East, the police 
carry themselves in a 
manner that suggest that 
they came to the zone not 
t o  p r o t e c t  l i f e  a n d 
p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  t o 
intimidate, harass and 
extort money from the 
commuters. 

A c c o r d i n g  F r e d 
Nwauche, a bus driver 
who operates the ever 
busy Owerri, Mbaise, 
Umuahia Road, there are 
about eight police check 
points. “I can tell you 
there are about eight 
police check points along 
the Owerr i ,  Mbaise, 
Obowo, Umuahia Road. 
Now, you have seven 
passengers who paid 
N1000 which gives you 
N7000. From there you 
settle the national union, 

region have condemned 
this action. Igbo leaders 
have called on the police 
t o  s t o p  t h i s 
unprofessional practice. 

I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
foregoing, gunmen have 
been attacking police 
stations in the South East 
since October, last year. 
In Awka, report had it 
that four policemen were 
killed, 11 stations, 20 
v e h i c l e s  b u r n t  i n 
Anambra on October 28, 
2 0 2 0 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports monitored in 
O w e r r i ,  h o o d l u m s 
a t t a c k e d  t h e  A b ay i 
O s i s i o m a  N g w a 
divisional police station 
in Abia State, killing 
some of  the operatives 
and setting the offices on 

you fill your tank and 
then you start “seeing” all 
the check points with 
N100k and you will still 
f e ed  f rom the  same 
N7000. It might be the 
only trip for you for the 
day because the line is 
really much. Now, how 
do you go about the 
frustration of  “tipping” 
the police? It is really 
hard!”, he enthused.  

A g a i n ,  N d u k w e 
Arisa ,  a  t rader  who 
applies the Aba –Port 
Harcourt Expressway 
almost on daily basis 
complained bitterly on 
what he described as 
“police wahala” on the 
road. He stated that from 
Port Harcourt to Aba is 
boring because of  the 
unprofessional behavior 
of  the policemen on the 
road. According to Arisa, 
“The fact remains that the 
South East is now a 
lucrative ground for men 
of  the police force. I think 
the worst of  all takes 
p l a c e  o n  t h e  P o r t 
Harcourt Road. In the 
least, there are about 15 
police check points. As 
l o n g  a s  y o u  a r e  a 
commercial driver, you 
must “drop” something. 
With this type of  ugly 
s i t u a t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s 
activities are becoming 
dull for those of  us who 
apply that road. It is that 
bad”. 

It is not even better in 
the other highways in the 
South East.  Virtually all 
the presidents general of  
t h e  a u t o n o m o u s 
c o m mu n i t i e s  i n  t h e 

fire. The bandits said to number 
about 50, also carted away arms 
and ammunition from the 
s t a t i o n  l o c a t e d  a l o n g 
Umuojima/MCC Road, in 
Osisioma council area of  Aba 
commercial town. 

The same scenario played 
out in Obowo and Aboh Mbaise 
LGA’s of  Imo State as the Imo 
Pol ice  command's  Publ ic 
Relat ions Off icer,  PPRO, 
Orlando Ikeokwu, said that the 
injured officers were moved 
from local clinic to Owerri, for 
proper medical attention by the 
Commiss ioner  of  Pol ice, 
Nasiru Mohammed, when he 
visited the affected station. He 
said: “On the 5th February 
2021, at about 6:30 pm a large 
number of  hoodlums whose 
number cannot be ascertained 

 foremost industrialist and 

Athe chief  executive officer of  
Camela  Vege tab le  Oi l 

Company Ltd, Owerri, Imo State, 
Engineer Okey Ikoro has called on 
Governor Hope Uzodimma to give 

adequate attention to industrial 
revolution and agricultural schemes 
a s  ave n u e s  o f  g r o w i n g  a n d 
developing the state. Ikoro made this 
assertion during an interactive 
section with journalists at his 

company's head 
o f f i c e  a t  t h e 
Onitsha Road 
I n d u s t r i a l 
Layout, Owerri. 
“I must advise 
the governor to 
open industrial 
and agricultural 
windows  and 
Imo State will 
fly”, he noted. 

H e 
lamented that 
the almost lack 
o f  b a s i c 
infrastructure 
l i k e  r o a d s , 
e n e r g y  a n d 
power,  wa te r 
and security had 

made it practically impossible for 
industrialists and investors to bring 
their  businesses  to  the s tate. 
According to him, “Let me start by 
saying that I was born and brought up 
in Aba, now Abia State. However, 
but because of  the Onitsha Road 
Industrial Layout in Owerri, built by 
the now late Commodore Ndubuisi 
Kanu and developed by the also late 
Chief  Sam Mbakwe, I decided to 
locate my industry and business here. 
Mbakwe  bu i l t  a l l  the  roads, 
drainages, powered the light and 
installed adequate security network. 
Sadly, since 1983 when Mbakwe left 
office, this industrial layout has never 
received any government attention. 
To this effect, everything here has 
been destroyed. The lights were 
vandalized, the drainage systems 
damaged because people used sand 
and refuse to fill it and the roads are 
embarrassingly impassable because 
of  lack of  maintenance. The effect is 
that almost all the companies that 
commenced operations here with us 

have either collapsed or relocated or 
almost gone”. 

The industrialist wonders why 
successive governments in the state 
had never looked into the way of  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l 
revolutions. He said, “I wonder why 
since 1983 when Mbakwe left office, 
no other governor has ever bothered 
to upgrade this Onitsha Industrial 
Layout or even establish new ones. 
This is because industrialization is a 
key factor in the mission of  growing 
or developing a state or a country. 
Industrialization will not only 
g u a r a n t e e  e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities, it will equally improve 
on the economic viability of  the state, 
discourage youth restiveness and 
total insecurity even as it attracts 
development.”

He added; “During rainy 
season, here is a nightmare. During 
the Senator Rochas Okorocha 
administration, some expatriates 
came here and wondered why I am 

here but I informed them I am from 
here and so I must do my best to see 
how things work out.  My brother 
wanted to bring his tummy-tummy 
factory to this place, but after the 
visibility check, he was displeased 
with what he saw and he left. There 
are many of  his kind who have left 
here foe elsewhere due to poor 
infrastructure. I mean, if  government 
cannot do 16kms road, if  it is double 
lane, you now talk of  32kms, then, 
there is trouble. Pity us. You put 
fac tor y  here  and you are  on 
generator, yet I pay over N6m to 
EDDC for having no light; agencies 
of  government harass you for 
s a n i t a t i o n ,  f u m i g a t i o n , 
environmental and security fees. It is 
that bad”. 

Ikoro concluded by charging 
the Imo State governor to take a 
critical look at the Onitsha Industrial 
Layout and restore its lost glory by 
ensuring massive infrastructural 
renovation. He stated that one of  the 
ways to reviving the layout was to 
bring gas from Izumbe to not just the 
place but the entire Owerri as a 
capital city. He pointed out that 
without regular power supply; their 
production was severely affected as 
their products would be relatively 
higher than others from elsewhere. 

yet, attacked the Divisional 
Police hqrs, Obowo, but was 
engaged and successful ly 
repelled by the operatives of  the 
Division. 

It was also reported that 
gunmen attacked and razed a 
police station in, Aboh Mbaise,  
Imo State,  bringing the number 
of  police facilities attacked in 
the region to three in less than 
one month. Similarly, two 
police officers were killed in two 
separate incidents in Anambra 
State on Wednesday when some 
gunmen attacked a police patrol 
team at a checkpoint in the 
state.

In  Ebony i ,  suspec ted 
hoodlums burnt the Police 
Divisional Headquarters in Isu, 
Onicha Local Government 
Area (LGA) of  Ebonyi State. 

T h e  S t a t e  Po l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer, DSP Loveth 
Odah, confirmed the horrible 
incident on Thursday via a 
statement issued in Abakaliki, 
the state capital.

Apart from road blocks, it is 
also said that the police in the 
South East take skyrocket bail 
fees more than other regions; 
tell people to come today, come 
tomorrow any time there is a 
matter to look into. 

The thinking of  Ndigbo is 
that the burning of  the police 
stations was as a result of  “poor 
duty performance” in the South 
East and therefore, the youths 
particularly, moved to protect 
themselves and the region. 
However, Ndigbo urged the 
youths not to take laws into 
their hands.  

Cover

Burnt police stations: Ndigbo protest
police harassment on major roads 

Stories by Ori Martins 

Industrialize Imo for growth,
Ikoro advises Uzodimma 

Nigerian police during a parade

UzodimmaUzodimmaUzodimma



News	Echo	  Friday, March 5, 2021                                                  Page 9

News

By Jennifer John 

T
he Special Adviser to 
Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma on national 

assembly matters and eco-
logical projects, Hon. Austin 
Nwachukwu has assured the 
people of  Nsu Clan, Ehime 
Mbano LGA and entire Im-
olites that the present admin-
istration was poised to revi-
talize the Nsu Ceramic Tiles 
Company, Agbaghara Nsu.

Nwachukwu who gave 
this assurance while fielding 
questions from News Echo, 
pointed out that the state and 
local governments are run by 
subventions and allocations 
from the federal government, 
as well as internally generated 
revenues from establishments 
owned by the state. He said 
one of  such establishments is 
Nsu Tiles, established by the 
military administration of  
Cornel Tanko Zubairu and 
abandoned by subsequent ad-
ministrations, which he said 
is situated on 18 hectares of  
land.

The special adviser said he 
recently drew the attention 
of  the governor to the need to 
revitalize the industry and the 

Imo govt poised to
revitalize Nsu Tiles 
-Nwachukwu

governor made it clear that he 
has engaged a consortium of  
consultants to work out ways 
and modalities for revitaliz-
ing the company, hinting that 
one of  the consultants may 
be Deloitte Consulting firm.

The former federal lawmak-
er said the land was donated 
by the entire Nsu clan, while 
the company is sited in Ag-
baghara Nsu. According to 
Nwachukwu, the company 
was estimated to employ 
about 4500 workers and 
projected to generate about 
N18b monthly. “Unfortu-
nately such project was al-
lowed to lie fallow. If  you go 
there today, you will see most 
of  the equipment that were 
imported to start the produc-
tion wasting away”.

The SA recalled that the 
former commissioner for 
commerce and industry, Hon 
Kingsley Uju, led a state dele-
gation which paid an inspec-
tion visit to the company, in 
a bid to ascertain what is re-
quired to bring it back to life. 
“Nsu people will soon smile 
as the present governor, Hope 
Uzodimma is poised to revi-
talize the industry”. 

National Assembly members during their courtesy visit to Governor Hope Uzodimma at
the Government House, Owerri, Imo State.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

G
overnor Willie Obi-
ano of  Anambra 
State, on Thursday, 

dispelled rumours mak-
ing the round that one of  
the three flyover bridges 
he built and named lega-
cy projects located along 
Enugu-Onitsha expressway 
was collapsing. 

Obiano who spoke 

Obiano dismisses alarm of falling bridge in Anambra
through the State Com-
missioner for Works, Engr. 
Marcel Ifejiofor, during a 
Thursday morning inspec-
tion tour said the popular 
Aroma flyover is strong 
and safe, contrary to the in-
sinuations on social media 
that the bridge was collaps-
ing.

 He said that the alleged 
cracks being posted around 
as a sign that the bridge was 
collapsing had nothing to 

do with the integrity of  the 
bridge, as it remains solid.

He said Aroma bridge 
was built to global stand-
ard, and the expansion is 
an intrinsic part of  bridge 
construction and does not 
indicate a crack.

“The three Flyover bridg-
es at Aroma, Kwatta and 
Amawbia were awarded 
in 2014 and 2015 and re-
main safe not to mention 
the fifteen other bridges 

Obey court judgment, leave our land for
us, Imo community tells Uzodimma
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he people of  Umue-
jechi, Nekede com-
munity, Owerri West 

local government area, have 
told Imo State government 
to obey the judgement of  
the High Court of  Imo State 
regarding their land, which 
painstakingly, meritoriously 
gave them ownership of  the 
land known as Agricultur-
al Development Company 
(ADC), situated opposite 
Ministry of  Tourism (Nek-
ede Zoo), The people dur-
ing a peaceful protest on the 
said land on Thursday, not-
ed that the land was leased 
to the Eastern Nigeria Gov-
ernment in 1956 solely for 
agricultural purposes for 
which government paid 
them for three years and 
stopped, warranting them to 

challenge government in the 
court in 2002 upon which 
judgement was given in their 
favor.

Speaking to journalists, 
Chairman, Umuejechi Cen-
tral Assembly, Sir Samuel 
Ahamefula Achigbuo stat-
ed that the former governor 
of  the state, Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha, implemented the 
court judgement by giving 
them back the land with an 
agreement to leave the Zoo 
land, take 50 percent of  the 
forestry land as he withdrew 
an appeal made by the previ-
ous government against the 
High Court order.

They frowned that they 
were surprised that Governor 
Hope Uzodimma refused to 
obey the judgement of  the 
High Court having become 
governor, threatening that if  
the government insist on dis-

obeying the court judgement 
they would enforce the State 
High Court order.

However, traditional rul-
er of  Nekede community, 
HRH, Eze Steven Agumanu, 
who spoke through High 
Chief  Nkemakolam Kemas, 
added that “the land is on 
lease. So, we have the author-
ity to ask government to give 

us back our land. It is time 
bound for government to ap-
peal against the High Court 
judgement. Government has 
acquired over 90 percent of  
Nekede land. We want to ex-
pand because our population 
is increasing. Ihedioha came 
and ameliorated our land 
plight caused by Okorocha. 
Uzodimma should obey the 

court order and allow us have 
our ancestral land back”.

Efforts made to reach the 
Commissioners for Lands, 
Survey and Urban Devel-
opment and Information 
proved abortive as they could 
not pick calls put to them nor 
reply to text messages.

 See text sent by our re-
porter ‘Good evening sir. 
Umuejechi Nekede com-

munity protested that gov-
ernment disobeyed the Imo 
State High Court judgment 
which favoured them, saying 
government refused to allow 
them take back their ances-
tral land which they leased to 
government in 1956. What is 
the position of  government 
on this as Commissioner of  
Lands’.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he leadership of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
Youth Council on 

Thursday demanded the 
immediate arrest of  Sheikh 
Gumi, a cleric currently ne-
gotiating with bandits in the 
Northern part of  the country.

Irked by Gumi’s interview 
with BBC pidgin, where he 
was reported to have com-
pared late Igbo leader, Dim 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu with the bandits, the 
Igbo youth said there was no 
basis for such.

Ojukwu led Ndigbo to 
the Nigeria/Biafra civil war 
which lasted for three years, 
claiming millions of  lives, 
and Gumi now believes 
Ojukwu committed the same 
offence like the bandits.

The OYC President-Gen-
eral, Mazi Okwu Nnabuike 
in his reaction, said he was 
surprised that Gumi was 

Ohanaeze Youths demand arrest ofOhanaeze Youths demand arrest of
Gumi over negotiation with banditsGumi over negotiation with bandits

still walking the streets a free 
man. He said despite glaring 
evidence that Gumi was in 
deep romance with terror-
ists, the security agencies had 
looked the other way while 
things worsened in the coun-
try.

According to him, “there is 
no doubt that Nigeria is at a 
crossroads in its journey to 
nationhood. Never in the his-
tory of  the country has it wit-
nessed such ogre of  violence 
and criminality being perpe-
trated by terrorists hiding un-
der different nomenclatures.

His words: “However, more 
worrisome is the fact that 
the chief  mobilizer and the 
spokesman of  the terrorists, 
Sheikh Gumi has been left to 
be walking freely despite clear 
evidence that he was part of  
Nigeria’s security problems.

“Ranging from his claims 
that bandits are not terrorists, 
to his mindless comparison 
of  bandits with the IPOB and 
now Dim Odumegwu Ojuk-

wu, it is clear that Gumi has 
turned the chief  spokesman 
of  terrorists and should be ar-
rested and prosecuted.

“He did not start today as 
his track record shows that 
he was part of  those that laid 
the foundation to what we are 

seeing today; his divisive and 
inciting messages are not new 
in the country. It is now time 
for security agencies to do the 
needful as this is the only way 
to end the current mindless 
killing and kidnapping of  Ni-
gerians” 

built across the state by the 
Obiano administration, 
the Commissioner added. 
He assured Anambra peo-
ple of  the commitment of  
Governor Obiano to the 
safety of  lives at all times. 

The Construction Man-
ager of  IDC, Yousssef  
Zghaib, who handled the 
project, said that the em-
bankment and the bridge 
are separate units and as-
sured that there is no cause 
for alarm.

Imo govt seals more Okorocha’s 
property, expects COVID-19
vaccine 
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State government has 
said that it has gotten an 
interim court order which 

has given former governor 
Rochas Okorocha and mem-
bers of  his family up to April 
21 to come forward and prove 
ownership of  the properties 
listed in the white paper of  
the judicial commission of  
enquiry into lands and other 
related matters to have been 
illegally acquired or forfeit 
them forever.

The state commission-
er for information, Declan 
Emelumba disclosed this to 
government house press crew 
after the state executive coun-
cil meeting on Wednesday.

He said the ministry of  
lands which has been em-
powered by the government 
to implement the white paper 
of  the commission of  Inquiry 
into lands and other related 
matters, was seriously imple-
menting the recommenda-
tions of  the white paper.

Emelumba said the state’s 
executive council also direct-
ed that the Ekwema Crescent 
estate land where an estate 

was built, should be recov-
ered and returned to the orig-
inal owners whose Certificate 
of  Occupancy was never re-
voked by the Okorocha ad-
ministration when it allotted 
the land to an individual for 
the estate project. “Anything 
built on the land is their own 
because ab-initio it is their 
land”

Other properties to be recov-
ered from the Okorochas ac-
cording to Emelumba includ-
ed; the IBC quarters in Orji 
which Okorocha used for the 
building of  Rochas Founda-
tion Africa.

According to Emelumba, 
all the distortions on the land 
mapped out for the building 
of  new Imo State government 
house at new Owerri must be 
corrected, as all illegal struc-
tures there must be demol-
ished to maintain the original 
plan. He disclosed that Imo 
was prepared to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccines from the 
federal government, as 305 
solar powered refrigerators 
for the 305 INEC wards in the 
state are on standby for the 
vaccines and will immediate-
ly embark on the vaccination.  
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he comedy industry Th a s  s e e n 
considerable growth 

in the last 2 decades. The 
growth of  this industry has 
yielded a lot of  talented, 
humorous celebrities with 
mind-blowing net worth 
w h i c h  m i g h t  s e e m 
imposs ib le  or  hard to 
believe.

Through their craft, 
they have successfully made 
a name for themselves, with 
their work, dedication, and 
consistency making them 
the richest comedians in 
Nigeria.

T h e  h u g e  s u c c e s s 
generated by these comedy 
s t a r s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n 
increased interest in the 
comedy industry by the 
Nigerian population.

This is why there are 
c o u n t l e s s  c o m e d i a n s 
currently operating within 
the boundaries  of  the 
industry.

This is a huge topic of  
interest for Nigerians who 
are fans to many of  these 
top comedians who help 
brighten our days; even in 
the darkest ones.

5. Julius Agwu (Net 
Worth: N1.5 Billion)

The first man to break 
the N1 billion mark on this 
list is none other than Julius 
Agwu, someone who is 
deserving of  every penny of  
his net worth.

I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y 
individual who is well-
deserving of  being referred 
to as a star figure in the 
comedy industry, it is well 
befitting of  Julius Agwu.

Despite having gone 
through tough times in life 
by having more than 4 
surgeries and spending up 
to 5 months in coma, Julius 
Agwu quickly put it all 
behind him after recovery to 
do what he knows and 
loves; Comedy.

His strength, resilience 
and courage is one attribute 

Fo r  s o m e o n e  w h o 
initially set out to have a 
career in music to be so 
much successful in Comedy 
shows just how much talent 
this man possesses.

Though he earns a 
mouth-watering amount 
f r o m  t h e  n u m e r o u s 
endorsement deals which 
he has with many top firms 
in  Niger ia ,  e spec ia l ly 
G l o b a c o m ;  h e  a l s o 
generates a lot from his 
personal shows which are 
hosted both home and 
abroad most notably ‘The 
Lord of  the Ribs’.

Most of  these shows are 
usually valued in multi-
million dollars. It would be 
a crime for Basketmouth to 
not feature on this list of  
r i c h e s t  c o m e d i a n s  i n 
Nigeria.

2. Ayo Makun (Net 
Worth: N2.5 Billion)

Ayo Makun is such an 
iconic Comedian in the 
comedy industry, so much 
t h a t  h i s  w o r k  w a s 
recognized and he was 
endowed with the U.N 
Peace ambassador.

Having es tabl ished 
himself  as one of  the most 
influential comedians in 
Nigeria, he has channeled 
his influence properly to 
help bring up a lot of  
comedians  who real ly 
needed that lift in their 
career.

While he was born and 
brought up in Delta State, 
he returned to Lagos to 
make a career for himself. 
Through his career, so 
many other artists have 
r i s e n  a n d  b e c o m e 
established themselves with 
the likes of  Akpororo, Seyi, 
Buchi and so many others 
coming through the ranks.

AY is responsible for 
most of  the comedy shows 
you see around. These 
shows are always hosted 
e v e r y  n o w  a n d  t h e n 
including A.Y live shows.

which every Nigerian youth 
can take as motivation in 
order to make it in their 
respective careers.

As one of  the richest 
comedians in Nigeria, 
Julius Agwu is worth it all, 
and more.

4. I go Die (Net Worth: 
N1.8 Billion)

If  there's anyone who 
doesn't really look the part 
of  being a billionaire, look 
no further than I Go Die. 
But as the saying goes, never 
judge a book by its cover.

This proverb expertly 
d e s c r i b e s  I  G o  D i e . 
Regardless of  his slim looks, 
I Go die is one of  the few 
celebrities who have had an 
out s tanding  career  in 
comedy to date.

I am sure looking at his 
position and net worth on 
the list of  richest comedians 
in Nigeria is enough to 
describe how successful he 
has been over the years.

He is the first Comedian 
who has had a European 
tour of  comedy in over 7 
countries. As a result of  his 
achievements, he was also 
contracted to perform at the 
UNESCO cultural week, 
bagging an award in the 
process. Such is the prestige 
of  I go die.

3. Basketmouth (Net 
Worth: N2 Billion)

Bright Okpocha is a 
comedy guru, star actor, 
a n d  a  t a l i s m a n  i n 
coordinating events and 
ceremonies.

Versatility is surely one 
of  the features that make 
h i m  c o m p a t i b l e  a n d 
comfortable with almost 
anything entertainment.

He is so good that he 
earned the honor of  the 
National Comedy Award 
and the awards for Stand-up 
Comedian of  the Year in 
2005 and 2006 respectively. 
That was still during the 
early years of  his Comedy 
career.

In a move to diversify 
and explore new horizons, 
A.Y decided to try his 
hands on movies. This 
venture yielded so much 
success that he just kept on 
going after that.

Today, he has produced 
a series of  movies that were 
all commercial successes. 
They include 30 days in 
Atlanta, A trip to Jamaica, 
The wedding party, 10 days 
in Sun City, American 
Driver, and Merry men 1 
and 2.

1 .  A l i  B a b a  ( N e t 
Worth: N3 Billion)

A l i  B a b a  c a n  b e 
regarded as the originator, 
t h e  s o l e  c r e a t o r  a n d 
innovator of  the Nigerian 
comedy industry.

With a career dating as 
far back as the early 90s, Ali 
Baba is credited as the 
person who carved a niche 
for comedy in the Nigerian 
entertainment industry, as 
w e l l  a s  m a k i n g  i t  a 
professional field.

He s tar ted  out  h i s 
comedy career at a time not 
too many people had a flair 
for standup comedy and in 
subsequent years, it was 
able to yield good fruits.

These good fruits can be 
described as the other 
successful comedians the 
industry has produced, as 
we l l  a s  t h e  f i n a n c i a l 
proceedings from the field.

We can boldly say today 
that many other comedians 
are reaping from the huge 
work and sacrifices which 
Ali Baba has made.

He is an Icon, a legend, 
an idol; you just name it. He 
has earned every bit of  it. 
His leadership on the list of  
richest comedians is well 
deserved for someone of  his 
caliber.

Ali baba is the richest 
comedian in Nigeria, his net 
worth speaks of  it and he 
deserves no less.

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
5 Richest comedians in Nigeria 2021
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re you about to tie the 

Ak n o t  w i t h  y o u r 
significant other? If  so, 

you  may  be  coming  to  the 
realization that an elaborate 
wedding has many cons, while if  
you've looking for an alternative; 
there are many pros to having a 
court marriage. 

We've pulled together the top 
reasons why all couples should 
seriously consider having a court 
we d d i n g  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g 
nuptials.

1. They save money
If  an extravagant ceremony 

seems too overwhelming for your 
schedule or your wallet, getting 
married in a courthouse might turn 
out to be one of  the shrewdest 
financial decisions you'll ever 
make. Registering a marriage in 
court costs just N2, 000, compared 
t o  a r o u n d  N 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a 

he women almost every guy Tf inds unappeal ing,  no 
matter how pretty they 

might be. For many men, these 
categories of  women are quite 
unappealing:

1. Bossy babe
Women like this just can't help 

it. They order your steps, want to be 
in involved in making every 
decision with you and that would 
have been cool if  it stopped there. 
But most times they extend the 
involvement to the point of  
wanting to out rightly call the shots.

Guys rarely put up with these 
women for too long.

2. The changer
Just as there are men who try to 

change women, there are women, 
too who try this trick.

The problem with this type of  
woman is that she claims to love 
her guy just the way he is, but little 
by little, she chips away at just 
about everything about him. First, 
it's his wardrobe and then it's his 
taste in music.

Once men sense that she's 
trying to erode everything they 
stand for and enjoy, it won't be long 
before they kick against her, most 
times dumping her out of  the 
relationship on her backside.

3. Jealous Jessie
Jealous Jessie is the woman 

whose distrust is so high that she's 
on the edge all the time. Always 
snooping, always inquisitive, 
always paranoid

Many times, she has been burnt 
in the past, so she is on guard for 
anything that looks or feels wrong. 
But the problem is that men do not 
want to be judged for the errors of  
other men. And the more frequent 
the suspicions are, the more 
annoying  i t  ge t s,  the  more 
weakened the bond gets.

Men will have no choice but to 
leave her because they can't go 
through life being prosecuted for 
somebody else's crimes.

4. Women without pursuit
G u y s  b e c o m e  v e r y 

overwhelmed and suffocated by a 
woman who is never busy with 
stuff  of  her own. If  she's ever idle 
and always seeking to merge every 

second of  her day with a man's, it 
won't be long before the man gets 
fed up.

Everyone loves, needs, requires 
space to pursue individuality. 
Love's bond should be tight, but not 
so tight to the point of  suffocation.

5. Mummy's muppet

ow necessary is it to block Han ex off  your social 
media space? Is it over-

dramatic to do so?
Remaining connected to an ex 

partner social media platforms has 
been likened to a situation where 
you leave a window open in your 
house so as to peek in on festivities 
happening in a neighbouring 
mans ion ,  where  you ' re  no t 
welcome in.

In a bid to find happiness and 
move past the hurt and confusion 
of  being dumped, minimizing 
contact with your ex is always 
advised.

Popular opinion makes you 
believe that the farther you move 
from the person that hurt you, the 
easier [relatively] it will be to put 
the whole breakup wahala behind 
you.

But how true is this? Do you 
truly move on faster from a breakup 
when you block your ex than when 
you don't?

Isn't it possible that staying 
away and blocking that ex from 
your life will only make you miss 

relationship.
Again, different strokes for 

different folks. People always end 
up handling their problems in the 
m a n n e r  t h e y  d e e m  m o s t 
convenient.

And that's just right. People can 
and should always do what's best 
for them, so far they are happy and 
content.

Blocking an ex can never be 
wrong no matter how you want to 
view it. The choice to cut them out 
of  your life after a breakup is valid 
majorly because if  the relationship 
is over and you need to move on 
from that chapter, doing away with 
anything that may drag you back to 

them more and worsen the ache to 
have them back?

After all, absence is said to 
make the heart grow fonder. And 
realistically, not everyone actually 
ends up hating their exes.

Many ex partners end up being 
good friends who eventually do a 
lot of  great stuff  together despite 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  r o m a n t i c 

the past needs to be kept far away 
from you.

Blocking an ex does not mean 
that you are angry, or that you 
never want to be friends with them 
ever again, or that you are resentful.

One of  these may be true, yes, 
but that does not necessarily have to 
be the truth always.

Blocking an ex, in essence, is for 
your own good. For you to move on 
without their 'distractive' presence, 
or having them pop into your DM 
when they like, messing up your 
progress in the life after them.

And if  you're concerned that it 
wil l  come off  as  petty,  you 
shouldn't be. Yes, maybe your ex 

w i l l  t h i n k 
you ' re  be ing 
petty but you 
cannot control 
what they think 
a b o u t  y o u . 
What you need 
to do instead, is 
make sure you 
c r e a t e  t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e 
conditions for 
you to heal and 
if  that means 
yo u  h ave  t o 
take them off  
social  media 
f o r  a  w h i l e, 
then so be it.

A man just doesn't want a 
woman who returns to her mum 
for all answers, who shares all 
about her relationship with her 
mum and never makes a decision 
without her because she does not 
have a mind of  her own.

traditional wedding even on a 
micro-scale. You'll have many 
more options to keep the event 
within a smaller budget. However, 
even when spending less money, 
you and your partner will still be 
'Mr' and 'Mrs' by law. 

2. Court weddings are less 
stressful

One of  the main benefits of  a 
court marriage is that they can be 
small events. Sometimes planning 
a big wedding with a long guest list 
can feel overwhelming, especially 
when you feel the need to please 
everyone. With a court wedding, 
you only have to invite a few close 
family members and friends, and 
after the registry session, you can 
head out for a small reception 
somewhere. Alternatively, with the 
money saved you could splash out 
on a large reception instead, or 
reserve the money saved to help set 

u p  y o u r  n e w  l i f e 
together. You really can 
save yourself  a lot of  
headaches by having a 
courthouse wedding!

3. You'll have legal 
security

W h i l e  g e t t i n g 
married is a romantic 
event, there is also a 
serious side to your 
union. Like a licensed 
church or  l icensed 
office wedding, a court 
wedding protects both 
the man and woman, 
b u t  e s p e c i a l ly  t h e 
woman, in law. While 
y o u  m a y  g o  i n t o 
marriage expecting the best 
outcome, sometimes things do go 
wrong. 

Having the legal security of  a 
court wedding may turn out to be 
a saving grace in the event that 

everything doesn't go well. For 
instance, being legally married 
protects you against the practice 
of  bigamy, which will be punished 
by 5 years of  imprisonment. So 
your partner needs to get a divorce 
before getting married to someone 
else.

Note: Bigamy is when you 
marry someone else when you are 
still married to the person you 
married in court.

4. Court marriage is fast
Have you ever left a long 

wedding ceremony and thought it 
was lovely but could have been 
half  the length and equally lovely? 
If  long ceremonies aren't your 
thing, rest assured that courthouse 
weddings are real fast, and can be 
wrapped up in around 30 minutes.

As opposed to church or 
traditional weddings, there are no 
long sermons and songs in courts, 
keeping the events short, and also 
removing a few more items from 
your wedding plan list. Isn't that 
amazing? 

With all the time saved, you'll 
have more energy for your 
reception, celebrating your 

wedding day with your nearest 
and dearest, rather than at the 
formal part of  the event.

If  we haven't convinced you 
that a court wedding is a great 
option, then I'm not sure what 
will !  Whatever you decide, 
congratulations and best wishes 
for your big day. 

5. There's no dress code for 
court weddings

One of  the most expensive and 
involved choices when getting 
married can be what to wear! 
Getting married at the courthouse 
m e a n s  yo u  c a n  f e e l  m o r e 
comfortable wearing something 
that isn't a white gown. 

There are no strict dress codes, 
so prospective couples can wear 
whatever they like and everyone 
can be happy. All colours, shapes 
and styles are potential outfits, 
and you even have the opportunity 
to buy an outfit that you can wear 
again. 

A more relaxed dress code not 
only means that you can express 
your own style more fully, you can 
also choose an option that does 
not cost the earth! 

5 reasons you should consider having a court wedding

5 types of women that men don't want
to marry 

Do you really need to block
an ex on social media?

Couple after their court wedding in Lagos.Couple after their court wedding in Lagos.Couple after their court wedding in Lagos.

Nagging woman

To block or not to blockTo block or not to blockTo block or not to block



edically known as pruritus Mani, anal itching is an 
irritation of  the skin at the 

opening of  the anal canal through 
which stool exits the body.

In other words, anal itching can 
as well be described as itching around 
the anus.

Causes of anal itching
Sometimes the cause of  anal 

itching isn't identifiable. Possible 
causes of  anal itching include:

Irritants. Fecal incontinence and 
long-term (chronic) diarrhea can 
irritate the skin. Or your skin care 
routine may include products or 
behaviors that irritate the skin, such 
as using harsh soaps or moist wipes 

n this article, you will discover Isome of  the natural ways to 
make your teeth white and shiny.

Although everyone desires white and 
shiny teeth, there are some who have 
resigned themselves to the belief  that 
nothing can be done to bring their 
wish to reality.

After all, they've tried every 
possible means to make it work 
without achieving a positive result.

Well, you might as well change 
your belief  if  you're one of  them; 
because, in this article, you will 
discover some of  the natural ways to 
make your teeth white and shiny.

Here are five natural ways to 
make your teeth white and shiny

1. Banana peel
Surprising but efficient, the 

banana the peel has been proven to 
c o n t a i n  l o t s  o f  m a g n e s i u m , 
potassium and other teeth whitening 
minerals that can make the colour of  
your teeth look better.

However, it is very easy to use the 
banana peels method. Rub it on your 
teeth for some minutes after brushing 
and rinse out of  your mouth with 
warm water.

2. A mixture of baking soda and 
hydrogen peroxide

Both the hydrogen peroxide and 
the baking soda have been known to 
give results when used singly and 
have been used as home remedies for 
whitening the teeth for quite some 
time now,

As a matter of  fact, a mixture of  
the two is bound to give better results.

This remedy is used by mixing the 
hydrogen peroxide with baking soda 
and forming a sort of  paste, which is 
then used as toothpaste.

However, it is not advisable to 
make use of  this remedy regularly 
because of  the abrasive nature of  its 

components.
3. Baking soda and lemon 

combo
The paste is formed by using half  

a lemon and a teaspoon of  baking 
soda.

Apply it in your teeth using a 
cotton bud and let it stay for a few 
minutes (not less than one minute 
and not more than two minutes).

Use your regular toothpaste to 
wash off  afterward.

oconut oil, once vilified for 

Cits saturated-fat content as a 
potential artery-clogger, has 

enjoyed a new, almost super food 
status. But what is it, really?

Coconut oil is a tropical oil 
derived from — you guessed it — the 
flesh of  coconuts. In stores, you'll see 
both virgin and refined coconut oil. 
The specific type you're buying will 
be indicated on the front label. 
Virgin coconut oil is less processed 
than the refined version, and that 
preserves its sweet, coconut-y 
tropical flavor. Refined coconut oil 
goes through more processing, 
which leads to a more neutral smell 

and flavor. Because it doesn't have 
that telltale tropical taste, you can 
use the refined kind as main cooking 
oil for a variety of  recipes.

Like many trendy health foods, 
coconut oil once enjoyed a burst of  
popularity, which has waned in 
recent years, the  Washington Post
reported in 2018. The newspaper 
noted that at the time the article was 
published, retail sales had been 
down by 30 percent since 2015, 
coconut oil's biggest year yet. That 
decline is  due in par t to the 
continued controversy surrounding 
the oil's health benefits and risks. 

Possible Health Benefits and 

Medicine, concluded that there isn't 
enough evidence to recommend 
making this switch.

Someone could jump to the 
conclusion that if  saturated fat isn't 
all that bad, and coconut oil's fatty 
acids may even be health-promoting, 
they have carte blanche to eat it.

The facts as they stand are that 
the effect of  coconut oil on health 
isn't quite clear.

The reality may be that when 
placed in the typical standard 
American diet (dubbed the SAD 
diet), coconut oil may behave 
differently. The entirety of  your 
eating habits may matter more than 
whether or not you include this oil. 
Baseline heart disease rates may be 
lower in South Asian cultures, which 
frequently consume coconut oil, and 
that may not be the case if  the oil is 
included in any diet. 

“Obser va t iona l  ev idence 
suggests that consumption of  
coconut flesh or squeezed coconut in 
the context of  traditional dietary 
patterns does not lead to adverse 
cardiovascular outcomes. However, 
due to large differences in dietary 
and lifestyle patterns, these findings 
cannot be applied to a typical 
Western diet,” the authors of  the 
Nutrition Reviews study write.

One potential benefit: Medium-
chain fatty acids like lauric acid are 
quickly broken down by the body 
and converted into energy, which is 
why the oil is often included in 
weight loss diets. As the Mayo Clinic 
points out, a few small studies 
suggest that it may benefit your 
waistline, but it doesn't have any 
measurable effect on BMI. And 
long-term effects on weight loss 
aren't known.

Plus, as the Mayo Clinic 
mentions, just because something 
may be metabolized quickly doesn't 
mean you can have a field day. 
Coconut oil still contains calories, 
and eating more than your body 
needs will likely result in weight and 
fat gain.

Another plus of  coconut oil is 
that it remains stable under heat, 
meaning it's not as likely as other oils 
to oxidize and create harmful 
compounds like free radicals during 
cooking. (16) Different types of  
coconut oil are suitable for different 
cooking methods. Virgin coconut oil 
has a smoke point of  350 degrees 
Fahrenheit (F) — meaning you can 
heat it up to that temperature before 
it begins to smoke and oxidize; 
refined coconut oil has a higher 
smoke point, of  400 degrees F, 
allowing you more leeway. 

Risks of Coconut Oil
The health benefits of  coconut 

oil aren't so cut-and-dried; in fact, it's 
a very controversial topic. Take one 
Harvard University professor's 
comment that coconut oil is reines 
Gift, or "pure poison," in a viral video 
of  a talk she gave in Germany. (In the 
video,  Business Insider Deutschland
reports, the professor, Karin Michels 
, also says in German that the trendy 
oil is "one of  the worst foods you can 
eat.")

On one hand, advocates of  
consuming coconut oil acknowledge 
that it's high in saturated fat, which 
has been implicated in increased 
heart disease risk. But they point out 
that there's something unique about 
the saturated fat found in the tropical 
oil: It's rich in a medium-chain fatty 
acid called lauric acid, which may 
behave differently in the body from 
other saturated fats.

Why? Because of  these fatty 
acids, coconut oil may, in fact, 
improve “good” HDL cholesterol 
levels. One study in Nutrition Reviews 
notes that while saturated-fat-rich 
coconut oil raises total and “bad” 
LDL cholesterol levels more than 
unsaturated plant oils, it didn't do so 
by as much as butter. 

One randomized clinical trial in 
BMJ Open looked at the health result 
of  consuming about 1.75 ounces of  
extra-virgin coconut oil, butter, or 
extra-virgin olive oil daily for four 
weeks. Much as previous research 
has shown, butter upped LDL levels 
more than coconut and olive oils. 
Coconut also increased HDL levels 
more than butter or olive oil. While 
this wasn't a study on weight loss (so 
no one was told to, say, cut calories), 
the researchers note that no one in 
the groups lost (or gained) weight or 
belly fat by adding any of  these fats. 

Concerns about coconut oil's 
saturated fat prevent many experts 
from recommending it. But even the 
idea that saturated fat is bad for the 
heart isn't universally accepted. A 
recommendation from top nutrition 
and health researchers on behalf  of  
the American Heart Association 
recommended that people replace 
saturated with unsaturated fats to 
reduce heart disease risk. Likewise, a 
review in the Journal of  the American 
College of  Cardiology on the health 
effects of  coconut oil suggest that 
people avoid it because of  the high 
levels of  saturated fat, which they 
note can raise LDL cholesterol, 
m a k i n g  yo u  m o r e  p r o n e  t o 
conditions like heart disease.

But other research, including 
some in the Annals of  Internal 

4. Baking soda and coconut oil
When it comes to either home 

remedy of  DIYs, coconut oil is king. 
And this is because it contains a lot of  
nutrients and minerals.

However, when combined with 
baking soda, they form a teeth 
whitening paste that can be applied 
to the teeth for a few minutes before 
washing off.

Apply baking soda and coconut 
oil paste to teeth for few minutes and 
rinse with warm water.

5. Use of foil and toothpaste
Cut out  two rectangles  of  

a luminum fo i l  and  r ub  your 
toothpaste or any of  the above 
homemade remedies. Use the foil to 
cover the teeth on your upper jaw and 
lower jaw and leave it for a few 
minutes before removing it.

In conclusion, when making use 
o f  t h e  h o m e m a d e  r e m e d i e s, 
r e m e m b e r  t o  a p p l y  t h e m 
consistently, because that is the only 
way you can get your desired result.

infections for the last 7,000 years.
How to use garlic for anal 

itching
Eat at least 3 cloves of  raw garlic 

everyday on an empty stomach for a 
duration of  one week.

However, if  you cannot stand the 
pungent smell, you can boil a small 
quantity of  blended garlic and add 
enough quantity of  milk to the 
blended garlic.

2. Coconut oil
Classified as one of  the few super-

foods on our planet, with over one 
thousand five hundred studies to back 
the claim, coconut oil benefits and 
uses go beyond what most people 
realize.

It is packed with antioxidants, 
antibacterial, antifungal and anti-
inflammatory properties

How to use coconut oil for anal 
itching

Take a  minimum of  three 
tablespoons full of  coconut oil daily, 
and you can use it for cooking, to 
attain maximum reaction.

You can also apply the coconut oil 
to the anus area so as to effectively 

and washing too aggressively.
In f ec t ions.  These  inc lude 

sexually transmitted infections, 
pinworms, and yeast infections.

Skin conditions. Sometimes anal 
itching is the result of  a specific skin 
condition, such as psoriasis or 
contact dermatitis.

Other medical conditions. These 
include diabetes, thyroid disease, 
hemorrhoids, anal tumors.

Natural remedies for herbal 
infection

1. Garlic
Garlic is one of  the best kept 

medicinal treasures of  the past era. It 
has been used as an antibiotic to treat 
bacterial, fungal and parasitic 

relieve the itching and the burning 
sensation.

3. Aloe vera
Aloe vera is not only effective for 

anal infection; it has also been a good 
herb for treating any skin related 
infections.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  h a s  b e e n 
researched to have a powerful effect 
on relieving inflammation, itching, 
and soreness. If  your infection is 
hemorrhoid, this herb can be used in 
treating it effectively. The irritation 
can be treated effectively.

How to use aloe vera for anal 
itching

The gel from the aloe vera would 
be extracted. You can use a knife to 
help remove the gel effectively.

Take the extracted gel and rub the 
anal area with it for five minutes. 

After five minutes of  application. 
Wash off  the surface with clean 
water.

4. Lemongrass
Popularly known as fever grass, 

lemongrass is not only effective for 
malaria and other feverish treatment, 
it is also very useful when it comes to 
getting rid of  infection like anal 
itching

As a matter of  fact, lemongrass 
has allergens and antioxidant that can 
effectively treat an underlying cause 
of  skin infections.

How to use lemongrass for anal 
itching

Cut few leaves of  the lemongrass 
in large quantity.

Boil them in a pot filled with 
water and bath with the hot water 
every day to treat infection.
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Amaefula lauds Uzodimma on
market development 
T

he Chairman of  Ow-
erri Timbers’ Traders 
Association, Chief  

Christopher Amaefula has 
reiterated his members re-
solve to obey all the pro-
grams and policies of  the 
government. 

The Chairman made this 
remark recently during his 
interaction with journalist 
in his office. He disclosed 
that the government of  Sen. 
Hope Uzodinma has done 
so well such that every right 

thinking Imolite should en-
deavour to support him, the 
Chairman maintained that 
peace and normalcy has re-
turned to all the markets in 
Imo State since the Gover-
nor took mantle of  leader-
ship a year ago, stating that 
he is very happy with all 
the machinations that the 
government in conjunction 
with ISAMATA has put 
in place to make Imo mar-
kets great especially on the 
area of  COVID-19 precau-

EndSARS summit: Ebonyi govt to establish three 
ICT learning centres 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State govern-
ment is to establish 
three ICT learning 

centres, one in each Senato-
rial zone, for the youths in 
the state

Governor David Umahi 
who announced this during 
the flag off  of  the one-week 

ENDSARS Youth Summit 
in Abakaliki, said he was 
encouraged to spearhead 
the youth engagement to 
tap their youthful ideas in 
the governance of  the State.

“We are opening three ICT 
Learning Centres for the 
youths, one in each of  the 
three senatorial zones”.

“It has always been my 
wish to organize this kind 
of  summit for the Youth. 

Owners of Private Schools Association of Nigeria (OPSAN) during a protest at the 
Police Headquarters on Wednesday, 3rd March, 2021 in Amawbia, Awka.

From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

N
ewspapers and 
Magazines Dis-
tributors Asso-

ciation, Aba chapter, on 
Tuesday lamented over 
the harassment, confis-
cation of  their newspa-
pers and arrest of  their 
members by police of-
ficers and soldier.
Mr. Ike C. Ike, the 

chairman of  the associa-
tion who addressed Jour-
nalists at the secretariat 
of  Aba Federated Chap-
el of  the Nigeria Union 
of  Journalists (NUJ) 
said that the police have 

Stop destroying our newspapers 
- Aba vendors caution police, army 

made newspaper vendors 
a targets for extortion.
Meanwhile, Abia State 

Police Commissioner, 
Janet Agbede who de-
nied knowledge of  the 
allegations, promised to 
check and get back to 
our reporter, but failed to 
as she promised after 24 
hours.

The association’s Chair-
man said that any time 
there is a security chal-
lenge in Aba, police and 
soldiers most especially 
police will start harassing 
vendors, confiscating na-
tional and regional news-
papers, making them to 
live in fear.

He described newspaper 
distributors as partners 
with journalists and pub-
lishers in information dis-
semination, stressing that 
what they sell to readers 
and customers are not 
their products but prod-
ucts of  registered nation-
al dailies.

Ike lamented that an-
ytime there is crisis be-

tween law enforcement 
agencies and the masses, 
it is we the newspaper 
distributors that suffer 
the loss, as police and 
other agencies will come 
to news stand, confiscate 
newspapers. 

“You all represent dif-
ferent national dailies 
and broadcast stations 
and you are the voice of  

the voiceless and we need 
your help.

 “We need help. From 
Brass Junction, MCC 
Junction, Alaoji and Og-
bor-Hill, no newspaper 
stand is safe from harass-
ment anymore. They will 
carry these papers and 
will not tell us the sta-
tions they came from. We 
cannot even retrieve our 

papers anymore.”
In his response to the 

vendors complaints, 
Chairman of  Aba Feder-
ated Chapel of  NUJ, Mr. 
Godfrey Ofurum said 
that it is unfortunate that 
such a thing is happening 
in a 21st century where 
an average security agent 
ought to know the impor-
tance of  the press. 

Mr. President has extended 
hands of  fellowship to the 
youth in this programme. 
We want to know how you 
want us to govern you. We 
want to know how to pre-
pare the future for you”.

He said government has 
introduced ENDSARS 
Empowerment Programme  
and have approved the 
sum of  Three Billion Naira 
(N3,000,000,000.00) to in-
ject in the empowerment of  
not less than 3000 Ebony-
ians, including youths and 
women

He said the youth Summit 
was in line with the Na-
tional Economic Council 
(NEC) resolve among other 
things to engage the youth 
representatives of  civil soci-
ety organizations, religious 
and traditional leaders and 
to focus on issues like em-
ployment, social safety net 
programmes, wealth crea-
tion, digital economy, edu-
cation, sport development, 
creative and hospitality in-
dustry, security, governance 
issues and National unity. 
The Governor appealed to 
the youth to take the sum-
mit seriously to make input 

Group commends NBC for calling for 
arrest of Nnamdi Kanu, Radio Biafra 
operators

The national lead-
ership of   Truth 

Awakening Initiative 
aka Movement Against 
Dissidents in Nigeria in 
collaboration with Pro-
gressive Igbo Unity As-
sembly have commended 
the Nigeria Broadcasting 
Corporation for calling 
for the arrest of  the lead-
er of  Indigenous People 
Biafra and the operators 
Radio Biafra.

At a press briefing in 
Owerri, Imo state, the 
Spokesperson for the 
group, Osita Obinna, 
said that Kanu and the 
operators of  Radio Biafra 
would have been arrested 
before now.

Describing the arrest 
call as a bold step, Obin-
na, alleged that the activ-
ities of  Kanu and Radio 
Biafra were endangering 
the unity of  the country.

He also urged the feder-
al government to contin-
ue the military operations 

in South East until the 
operatives of  the Eastern 
Security Network linked 
to IPOB was “completely 
defeated.”

Obinna said “in the 
same vain, we commend  
the Nigerian police, Imo 
State command and the 
military for liberating 
Orlu, Orsu and their  en-
virons during the dark 
moment and for restoring 
public peace in Imo state.

“ We commend the 
NBC for calling for the 
arrest of  Nnamdi Kanu 
and the operators of  il-
legal Radio Biafra. This 
call inline with our we 
have been saying. You 
can’t be luring people to 
their early graves and you 
say we should keep qui-
et.”

Obinna, urged stake-
holders in the state to 
support the Imo state 
government in its deter-
mination to defeat ESN 
in parts of  the state. 

in the business of  govern-
ance in the country.

“The Southeast Gover-
nors’ Forum is not against 
any youth organizations. 
We are not against you, we 
want to work with you but 
look at what happened dur-
ing the ENDSARS protest, 
you burnt down police sta-
tions and critical infrastruc-
ture, what shall it profit 
you. If  you don’t make your 
morning to be worthwhile, 
you can be sure that your 
evening will be problemat-
ic”.

“Eighty percent of  my 
appointees all youths. 99% 
of  the jobs in this State are 
done by our people. There 
is no capital flight and so, 
the money resides in the 
State, Ebonyi State has been 
turned into a construction 
site”.

The Governor also an-
nounced arrangements to 
kick off  the King David 
Unity Match between the 
24 State Constituencies 
from which budding talents 
would be harnessed to form 
the male and female foot-
ball teams for the State.

tionary measures. He said 
that the rate with which the 
government carried public 
awareness campaign against 
COVID-19 shows that Gov-
ernor Uzodinma is running 
a Peoples Oriented Govern-
ment. The government that 
has the interest of  the peo-
ple at heart.

He revealed that Owerri 
Timber market has obeyed 
and observed all the COV-
ID-19 safety measures and 
that they have done by mak-

ing sure that everybody in the 
market wears face mask and 
putting in place buckets  of  
running water and sanitizers 
in all the strategic places in 
the market and hence insti-
tuted committee to ensure 
that compliance is achieved 
therein. Hence the members 
of  the COVID-19 taskforce 
committee are Mr. Okonk-
wo Ndubuisi as Chairman, 
Destiny Awuzie, Remigius 
Udeagwu, Desmond Anusi-
em and Emmanuel Ukaegbu. 
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h e n  I  

Wreturned to 
this country 

in 1979 from the United 
States, I had a contact 
w i t h  o n e  G a b  
Iheukwumere Osuagwu. 
Then, he was the director 
of  news and current 
affairs in the then Imo 
Broadcasting Service. 
While I was in his office, 
up- to  3/4 obi tuar y  
announcements came in. 
I was attracted. 

When the sponsors 
had left, I drew his 
attention to the fact that 
our people are gradually 
celebrating the dead 
instead of  lamenting over 
it.

In fact, I remember 
vividly, that the first radio 
commentary I wrote on 
1st January 1981 was an 
attempt to condemn the 
rate at which our people 
are gradually celebrating 
the dead instead of  
lamenting. Today, it is an 
intellectual waste of  time 
trying to infuse correct 
measures to curb the 
exc e s s e s  o f  b u r i a l  
ceremonies.

A s  a  p u b l i c  
commentator, I have 
argued that there is 
nothing like the best 
b u r i a l  o r  t h e  b e s t  
marriage ceremony as 
everything is relative. In 
such an effort, there is not 
much we can do other 
than to continue to 
propagate decency and 
sensibi l i ty into our 
everyday behaviour.

Today, during the 
Covid-19 wahala, the 
s o c i e t y  w a s  
o ve r w h e l m e d  w i t h  
countless number of  
burials. Indeed and in 
fact, our people were 
overwhelmed. Research 
has shown that there are 

t w o  p r o m i n e n t  
c e r e m o n i e s  w h i c h  
standout in the Igbo 
culture. One is the 
celebration of  a newborn 
baby. Before the arrival 
of  the baby, the couple 
will prepare for the 
arrival.

If  due to modern 
technology and health 
sciences the sex of  the 
expected newborn is 
known, the couple will 
buy things bearing the 
sex of  the child in mind. 
In fact, if  it is the first 
child of  the family, the 
couple will go all out in 
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  
Similarly, the couple is 
heralded with lots of  joy 

Relations, friends and 
well wishers from far and 
near will come to pay 
homage to the new baby. 
If  the mother of  the wife 
is living, she, too, will be 
involved in the elaborate 
preparation as if  she is 
going on Pilgrimage. In 
s o m e  c u l t u r e s ,  
particularly the Igbo 

culture to my knowledge, 
the mother of  the wife 
does not stay shorter than 
3months depending on 
the circumstances and 
that time is to enable her 
tutor her daughter on 
how best to handle the 
newborn baby including 
the most difficult aspects 
of  giving bath to the 
slippery being. 

It is a well known fact 
that for the period of  
3months of  nursing the 
baby, the mother of  the 
wife is usually in a good 
m o o d  h e l p i n g  h e r  
daughter with so many 
domestic assignments. 
Of  course, in Igbo culture 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a  
C h r i s t i a n  f a m i l y,  
circumcision takes place 
w i t h i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
probably within the 8th 
day of  birth.

Probably after the 
mother of  the wife had 
assisted her daughter for 
a t  l e a s t  3 m o n t h s ,  
preparations will be 
made for her to return to 

her husband. Sometimes, 
she would go home a 
rejuvenated being with 
her looking good and 
putting on weight. Some 
daughters  go  ext ra  
lengths to give their 
mothers new hairdo. A 
story was told of  a man 
who could not recognize 
his wife after she had 
gone on maternity leave 
( O m u g w o )  t o  h e r  
daughter's house. 

The daughter went all 
out and took it upon 
herself  to make sure her 
mother  went  home 
looking different. She 
will be assailed with gifts 
a n d  g o o d i e s  f r o m  
neighbors, friends and 
well wishers of  her 
daughter and husband.

Similarly, once any 
family looses a member, 
agony and lamentation 
descends on the family. It 
will remain a gloomy and 
trying period for them 
until the dead is buried. 
Preparation for the burial 
of  the dead varies from 

family to family, wealth 
and age of  the dead; the 
availability of  things to 
cook and eat will be 
unlimited.

Painfully enough, the 
glamorous propensities 
such  as  sewing  o f  
uniforms for members of  
the family, friends and 
well wishers, elaborate 
preparations including 
printing of  posters and 
banners have tended to 
add to modern burial 
wastes. 

What is more, family 
members, professional 
colleagues and well 
wishers donate cows and 
goats to the family in 
order to reduce the list of  
the burial expenses. But 
invariably, this does not 
reduce the burden on the 
i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  
member of  the dead. 
Today, during the burial 
of  the dead, bags and 
bags of  rice will be 
cooked including several 
cows slaughtered. 

Nobody, yes nobody 

would recognize 
any burial scene in our 
culture today as a burial 
because it is more like a 
carnival. This is because 
hired dancers, musical 
groups including none 
invited and non hired 
would throng the main 
space to celebrate the 
burial but non to lament 
over the loss. A new 
dimension has been 
added to our burial 
culture and that is when 
the children of  the 
deceased will be asked to 
come and dance in order 
to bid farewell to their 
loved one who has 
departed.

Stories have been told 
that most times the 
children go as far as 
fighting over money 
sprayed on them while 
they  were  danc ing  
thereby turning the scene 
into a fighting duel. It 
must be mentioned that 
no burial is the same 
because costs of  burial, 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
everything depends on 
ind iv idua l s.  People  
should know that no 
amount of  expense spent 
on a particular burial 
would return the dead. 

A d m i t t e d l y ,  
depending on the age and 
well to do status of  the 
dead, some members of  
the public must stop this 
preventable waste of  
mortgaging themselves 
all in order to give their 
l o v e d  o n e s  a  
BEFITTING burial.

Our culture celebrates 
the arrival of  a newborn 
baby and at the same 
time agonizes over the 
death of  any family 
member. Therefore, we 
must begin now to 
advocate for lower burial 
expense because what is 
gone is gone and times 
are hard.

Nb: this page is for the 
promot ion  o f  Igbo  
tradition and culture. 
Therefore, my readers are 
free to call  me on 
08033919188 to ask 
questions on any aspect 
they want to know more 
about.

Escalating cost of burial 
ceremonies in our society: 
Indeed, what a bad time!Indeed, what a bad time!Indeed, what a bad time!

Burial ceremony in our society.
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ISSUES

he Secretary General Tof  Easylife Initiative 
for Rural Youths, 

Comrade Uche Emeku has 
described the food blockade 
placed on southern Nigeria 
by some northerners as good 
riddance.

Emeku who described the 
situation as blessing in 
disguise urged Igbo leaders, 
youths to look inwards and 
see the internal potentials of  
the land, stressing that 
necessity is the mother of  
invention.

He said, "I think we're all 
beginning to see where this 
country is going to. I 
commend the Fulanis or 
Miyetti Allah for showing 
our people how we've been 
getting things wrong. 

"When Michael Okpara 
was premier of  eastern 
Nigeria,  he had farm 
settlements scattered all 
over. These settlements 
helped in food production 
and sufficiency at affordable 
prices. It's unfortunate that 
oil boom turned our people 
away from what's right for 
us. 

"Remember that when 
Sam Mbakwe was the 
governor of  old Imo State, 
he also had his own farm 

settlements and revived 
some set up by Okpara. 

"We had poultry farm at 
Ogwe and Avutu producing 
enough meat for our people 
to buy. We were very 
sufficient until we allowed 
ourselves to be turned into a  
mere dependent zone. 

"The Fulanis have not 
done anything wrong. 
They're only teaching us to 
be ourselves. The food 
deprivation we suffered 
during the war should have 
been enough to show our 
leaders what they should do 
and do better."

Meanwhile, butchers and 
dealers of  foodstuffs like 
tomatoes pepper, onions, 
yams and potato in Aba, the 
commercial nerve centre of  
Abia State, are groaning over 
scarcity of  goods to sell.

A visit to all the foodstuffs 
markets in Aba showed that 
dealers of  foodstuffs are 
stranded, frustrated and 
absolutely busy doing 
nothing in their shops, as no 
single trailer has arrived 
from the northern Nigeria 
for the past four days.

News Echo visited the Aba 
Good Morning Market, 
Enyimba Stadium Yam 
Market, Highlife Foodstuffs 
M a r k e t ,  A h i a - U d e l e  

Abattoir and Cemetery 
Market where buyers and 
sellers were seen haggling 
and struggling to reach 
reasonable bargains.

Butchers at the popular 
and ever busy-Ahia-Udele 
abattoir, where over hundred 
cows are slaughtered on 
daily basis, almost all the 
butchers' tables were empty 
with few buyers struggling to 
bargain.

"How can we sell? We're 
just here watching the 
development. Many persons 
a r e  n ow  l o o k i n g  f o r  
alternatives. I learnt some of  
our colleagues went through 
some bush paths to locate the 
herdsmen where they can be 
found in  the  r iver ine  
communities in Rivers State 
to buy cows three times the 
price we normally buy. 

"Do you know that some 
people bought a cow for 
N600, 000? They carried raw 
cash moving about in the 
bush, taking risk to buy from 
herdsmen. Majority of  them 
returned and sold cow laps 
for N100,000. 

"Is that the kind of  
business I'll be doing? Well, 
we're hearing things will 
soon normalize, but if  it 
doesn't, we'll all look for 

a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h i s  
situation is not helping 
matters at all," said the 
butcher who preferred 
anonymity.

At Good Morning 
Market, traders said that 
a basket of  tomatoes 
sold at N9000 as at last 

week is now over N19,000-
20,000, and bag of  pepper 
sold last week for N7,000 is 
presently N16,000.

News Echo discovered that 
tubers of  yam sold for N500 
at Enyimba Stadium Yam 
Market is now above N900 
or even N1000 in some 
instances, depending on 
whom you are buying from.

Madam Celine Obiakor, a 
tomatoes dealer at the Good 
Morning Market said the 
situation is biting her more 
than any other person, as she 
depends on her daily sells for 
survival.

"Before, about three to four 
t r a i l e r s  l o a d e d  w i t h  
tomatoes  should have 
offloaded as early as 7:30am, 
but as you can see, we have 
only just a bus offloading. 

"Is that what people will 
use to survive? I think 
government should be 
responsible enough to know 
when to play politics, but not 
with our stomachs and lives. 

"I don't know what they're 
struggling about, but I'm 
sure that those producers of  
tomatoes and onions over 
there in the North are not 
happy as well.”Because, they 
have those things in large 
number and they can't be 

selling it as we do here 
b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  t h e  
producers."

In the same vein, a 
professor of  soil science at 
the University of  Nigeria 
Nsukka (UNN), Charles 
Asadu, has described the 
food blockade by the 
Amalgamated Union of  
Foods tu f f  and  Ca t t l e  
Dealers Association of  
Nigeria (AUFCDA) from 
Northern Nigeria as a 
development that should 
drive everyone to the farm.

Asadu disclosed this while 
answering questions from 
our correspondent on the 
solution to food scarcity 
caused by food blockade 
imposed on the southern 
Nigeria by some northern 
Nigeria foodstuffs dealers.

He blamed the shortage of  
food on the government and 
the people of  South East 
w h o  r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  
agriculture serious to ensure 
food sufficiency in the zone.

The Professor of  Soil 
Science said governments of  
the South east should 
c o m m i t  f u n d s  a n d  
infrastructure to develop 
agriculture in the zone.
The don explained that what 
works mostly for the North is 
irrigation, stressing that 
whenever one talks about 
i r r i g a t io n  f a r m ing  in  
Nigeria, it is in the North one 
gets to see it.
In his words, "How many of  
our governments in the east 
have talked about creating 

irrigation channels for its 
farmers? 
“Have you visited Omor in 
A y a m e l u m  L o c a l  
G ove r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra State and Adani in 
U z o - U w a n i  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Enugu 
State?  "You will hear about 
Omor rice and Adani rice; I, 
m y s e l f  w a s  a n  
undergraduate when the 
Japanese came to that area 
and the whole place was 
irrigated and began to grow 
large amounts of  food there.
"But the whole thing later 
co l l apsed  because  no  
government was interested. 
“If  we have irrigation 
channels here working 
effectively, the rice and other 
such foods that will come 
from Omor and Adani and 
Abakiliki will feed the whole 
of  South East. 

"Vege tab l e s  such  a s  
tomatoes do well during the 
dry season than rainy season 
because of  reduced pest 
infestation so if  you have 
reliable water source during 
the dry season, you can 
produce all these."

The don regretted that 
south easterners went into 
trading and importation of  
goods rather than farming 
which could have fed the 
region's population with 
ease.

Asadu urged governments 
and very rich individuals in 
the zone to invest in 
agriculture as that is the only 
panacea to food scarcity in 
the southeast.

By Nonye Udumiri

Agricultural products from Northern Nigeria. Eastern Market. 

Food blockade:    
Blessing in disguise Blessing in disguise 
for Ndigbo for Ndigbo 

Food blockade:  
Blessing in disguise 
for Ndigbo 
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uper Eagles coach 

SGernot Rohr is under 
pressure to drop his 

captain Ahmed Musa from 
the Africa Cup of  Nations 
qualifiers against Lesotho 
and Benin Republic later 
this month.

Musa has been without 
a club since quitting Saudi 
side Al Nassr in October 
2020.

H e  h a s  h o w e v e r 
continued to enjoy the 
support of  Rohr, who 
invited him for the double-
header qualifying games 
against Sierra Leone in 
B e n i n  a n d  Fr e e t ow n 
respectively last November.

Many Nigerians on 
social media have however 
asked that the Franco-

a r c e l o n a Bc o n f i r m e d  o n 
Thursday Gerard 

Pique has suffered a knee 
injury, with the defender 
facing a struggle to be fit 
t o  f a c e  Pa r i s  S a i n t -
Germain in next week's 
Champions League last 
16, second leg.

Pique has just returned 
from three months out 
due to a partial cruciate 
ligament injury in the 
same right knee.

But the Spaniard's 
latest problem, sustained 
in the Copa del Rey win 
o v e r  S e v i l l a  o n 
Wednesday night, is not 
thought to be as serious.

According to Catalan 
n e w s p a p e r  M u n d o 
D e p o r t i v o ,  P i q u e 
underwent  “re levant 
medical tests after the 
match and it was found 
that there was no serious 
relapse of  the knee injury 
that forced him to be three 
months out”.

Pique is expected now 
to miss Saturday's La Liga 
game at Osasuna, with 
the hope he might still be 
able to face PSG in Paris 

four days later. Barcelona 
were beaten 4-1 in the first 
leg last month.

A Barca statement 
read: “The tests carried 

ep Guardiola said his Pdisappointment at 
Manchester City's 

draw with struggling West 
Bromwich Albion led to a 
return to “ABC” principles 
that sparked the club's record 
winning streak. Premier 
League leaders City are now 
a huge 14 points clear of  
second-placed Manchester 

to West Brom in December, 
with the Baggies trying to 
avoid relegation that led his 
side to go back to basics. “At U n i t e d  a h e a d  o f  t h i s 

weekend's derby match, with 
a 4-1 win over Wolves on 
Tuesday their 21st successive 
victory in all competitions. 
City have not lost since a 2-0 
league defeat by Tottenham 
Hotspur in November. But 
City manager Guardiola 
said it was the way his side 
played in a 1-1 draw at home 

that moment we realised we 
were not brilliant, everything 
was heavy in terms of  it was 
not natural,” Guardiola said. 

“We adjusted something, to 
put more players in front of  
the box, but especially it was 
the day after the West Brom 
game, when we drew 1-1 at 
home.” 

Guardiola, who arrived at 

the Etihad in 2016, recently 

signed a contract extension 

that will keep him at City 

until at least 2023. 

out this morning have shown 
that Gerard Pique has a sprain in 
the internal lateral ligament of  
his right knee.”

to help him secure a club.
“For me, I believe if  this is the 

way we can help Musa, let us help 
him. It is possible that if  he comes 
to the Eagles and play well, he can 
secure a club. So, if  it means 
helping him out, why not,” Fuludu 
said.

Meanwhile, the team will play 
their last home AFCON qualifiers 
at the Teslim Balogun Stadium, 
Lagos, returning to Lagos after 
over 10 years away.

This was confirmed via the 
team's Twitter page on Wednesday.

The Eagles will play Lesotho in 
Lagos on March 30 by 5pm.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o u r 
correspondent, Eagles media 
officer, Babafemi Raji, said the list 
of  invited players was expected to 
be released next week.

“The list is always out like two 
weeks before the game, so we are 
expecting the list next week,” Raji 
toldnewsmen.

Raji was however mum on the 
inclusion of  Musa in the Eagles 
squad.

German to drop the 28-
year-old and invite players 
who play regularly for their 
teams.

S p e a k i n g  w i t h 
newsmen, former Eagles 
goalkeeper Ike Shorunmu 
said, “It is left for the coach 
to invite whoever he feels 
he needs into the team.

“I however don't think 
it is the best thing to invite 
someone who has not been 
playing for about five 
months to the national 
team. You don't expect 
such a player to be in top 
form and shape.”

Another ex-Eagles star 
Edema Fuludu said with 
Musa 's  ser vice to the 
national team, the coach 
can also use the invitation 

mmanuel Adachi, the El ead ing  s core r  o f 
Heartland FC Owerri 

in the current 2020/2021 
NPFL season, says he's 
enjoying a new lease of  his 
career following a missed 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l ay  i n 
Europe.

Adachi had sojourned to 
Switzerland for trials with 
Grasshopper FC but ended up 
being signed by a second tier 
league side, FC Kornis.

But Adachi could not kick 
a ball for the club as he was 
told to return to Nigeria as 
official transfer process would 
commence.

The lanky forward who 
has scored four times for the 
Naze Millionaires this season 
w o u l d  r e c a l l  h o w  h i s 
opportunity to play in Europe 
was truncated.

"The club, FC Kornis, a 
second divis ion club in 
Switzerland came here during 
a talent hunt organised by a 
former Heartland chairman. 
Surprisingly, they picked 
some other players and left me 
out. I was surprised; I couldn't 
u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  w a s 
happening, or what really 
went wrong.

"But all that is in the past 
now. I'm enjoying my game 
now. God has turned my cries 
then to joy now", Adachi said.

The Heartland leading 
scorer was discovered at his 
village during a football 
competition organized by the 
lawmaker representing Oru 
East in the Imo State House 
of  Assembly, Hon Chigozie 
Nwaneri, last December at 
Omuma Imo State.

He claimed that he was 
short changed by those he 
trusted in Heartland football 
club in the past.

"I traveled to Switzerland 
for trial in the year 2017. After 
the trial, I was asked to return 
to Nigeria so as to gain 
experience before they will 
send a contract paper to me". 
My relations sent me to 
Heartland to gain experience. 
Surprisingly, I was told that 
the team will send down her 
agent here to take a look at me 
and offer me a contract.

“But to my surprise, they 
came and picked Francis 
Momoh and others."

Adachi also revealed his 
first experience with Coach 
Fidelis Ilechukwu and how he 
was rediscovered by the 

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r  o f  
H e a r t l a n d  M r  I f e a n y i 
Chukwdi.

He also dedicated his goal 
against Dakkada to Hon 
Chigozie Nwaneri through 
whose competition he picked 
up his life from the ruins 
again.

He said if  not for the 
competition organized by the 
legislator he should have still 
been in the street like other 
frustrated footballers without 
a club.
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Musa from AFCON qualifiers

Why Abia should benefit
more from PIB – Ikpeazu

I’m still Imo APC
chairman – Nwafor

Pique suffers injury
ahead Barcelona,
PSG clash

God has turned my cry to joy – Adachi

West Brom draw catalyst
for Man City's winning
streak — Guardiola

Guardiola and his Man City playersGuardiola and his Man City playersGuardiola and his Man City players

Adachi

Injured Pique

Rohr Musa
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