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From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party, 
PDP Ebonyi State 

has asked governor Da-
vid Umahi  to facilitate 
a peaceful surrender 
of  the party secretariat 
since the former faction-
al chairman, Onyekachi 

Ebonyi PDP asks Umahi to surrender 
secretariat

Nwebonyi has resigned 
from the party and de-
fected to APC.

The state caretaker 
committee chairman of  
the Party, Elder Fred 
Udeogu made the ap-
peal during the state 
PDP Stakeholders meet-
ing at Salt Lake Hotels, 
Abakaliki, the Ebonyi 
State capital.

The meeting which 
witnessed a large crowd 
of  party faithful  was at -
tended by notably PDP 
stakeholders in the state 
including former secre-
tary to the government 
of  the federation, Sena-
tor Anyim Pius Anyim, 
former Governor of  Eb-
onyi State, Senator Sam 
Egwu, Senators Obinna 

Ogba and Michael Amah 
Nnachi, all the members 
of  the federal House of  
Representatives under 
PDP, some members of  
the State House of  As-
sembly, Amb Lawrence 
Nwruku and many oth-
ers.

 He noted that gov-
ernor Umahi commis-
sioned Barr. Onyekachi 
Nwebonyi, his political 
hireling and surrogate to 
undermine the activities 
of  PDP in the state,  “but 
today we are happy and 
pleased to note that we 
welcome the latest de-
velopment which is the 
withdrawal and resigna-
tion of  Barr. Onyekachi 
Nwebonyi from the PDP, 
thereby bringing to an 
end all the machinations 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Catholic 
Bishop of  Awka 
Diocese, His 
Lordship Most 

Reverend Paulinus Ezeo-
kafor, has called on Anam-
bra citizens to visit the des-
ignated health centres and 
get themselves vaccinated, 
even as he doused the fear 
of  possible side effect of  
vaccine as expressed in 
some quarters. 

Ezeokafor who stated 
this at St. Andrew’s Par-
ish, Adazi Nnukwu, in 
Anaocha Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anambra 
State while delivering a 
homily to mark this year’s 
Chrism Mass/Cathedrati-
cum stressed the need for 
people to ensure they join 
in the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion by the government, 
acknowledging that no 
vaccine was entirely free 
from side effects, adding 
that the vaccine would 
help in no small measure 
in checkmating the spread 
of  the disease.

The Prelate stated that 
even though there were ele-
ments of  insincerity on the 
side of  the government, 
people should ignore that 
aspect and focus on that 
which, he said, would bet-
ter their living and save 
them from contracting the 
disease. Ezeokafor who 
said that COVID-19 was 
still very much around and 
deadly, admonished citi-
zens to keep to COVID-19 

COVID-19: Bishop Ezeokafor 
charges Anambra citizens on
vaccination

protocols by maintaining 
social distancing, washing 
their hands regularly and 
also wearing of  facemasks 
at all times. 

Speaking on the essence 
of  the Chrism Mass cum 
Cathedraticum celebra-
tion he charged Chris-
tians to always support 
their priests spiritually, 
physically and materially, 
saying that as followers 
of  Christ, they should un-

Anambra 2021: Soludo ‘ll
go for primary, APGA 
aggrieved aspirants told
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

T
wenty four politi-
cal support groups 
canvassing for the 

aspiration of  the for-
mer governor of  Central 
Bank of  Nigeria (CBN), 
Professor Charles Chuk-
wuma Soludo, have told 
other aspirants that he 
would go for the prima-
ries to prove his credibil-
ity.

The groups made their 
position know during the 
inauguration of  21 local 
government coordinators 
for Soludo 2021 guberna-
torial project, in Awka, 
on Monday.

News Echo gathered 
that an APGA political 
group known as ‘Afa 
Igbo Bu Ofu’, last week-
end, during the group’s 
one year anniversa-
ry, held at Prof. Dora 
Akunyili Women Devel-

opment Centre Awka, 
appealed to the State 
governor, Willie Obiano, 
not to allow any consen-
sus plan for Professor 
Charles Soludo, as been 
rumoured, warning that 
it will truncate the con-
stitution of  APGA and 
the chances of  the party 
winning the November 6 
polls.

The aspirants who 
spoke one after the other 
at the event, maintained 
that the party constitu-
tion and the electoral 
guidelines which made 
provisions for primary 
election to be conducted 
must be strictly adhered 
to, to avoid disintegration 
and balkanization of  the 
party, stressing that the 
November 6 governor-
ship election is a must 
win for APGA to guar-
antee the consolidation 
and continuation of  good 
governance in Anambra 

which had hitherto creat-
ed problems for our party 
and its teeming members 
in Ebonyi State”.

“We hereby plead with 
Governor Umahi to facil-
itate a peaceful surrender 
of  our party secretariat 
which his hirelings had 
attempted to occupy and 
vandalize”.

He said that having tak-
en over the leadership of  
the party in Ebonyi State, 
he will ensure that all 
their members are united 
to work assiduously for 
the party’s victory come 
2023.

Also speaking the South 
East Vice chairman of  the 
party, Chief  Ali Odefa, 
while charging the party 
members to remain res-
olute said that Ebonyi 

state remains a PDP state. 
He said the real members 
of  the party are those in 
charge now noting that 
PDP is a party that be-
lieves so much in action.

 “Everybody here I can 
assure you are the people 
that can win elections in 
their places. You cannot 
go to Ivo local govern-
ment where Senator Any-
im Pius Anyim is from 
and you will say you will 
win there. In Onicha lo-
cal government, we are 
there, Hon. Linus is from 
Onicha local government, 
Ifeanyi Chuks is from On-
icha local government. It 
is simple mathematics. 
Politics is not shouting; I 
will crush you, I will grind 
you. No, we have gone be-
yond that era.

derstand that priests were 
Christ’s representatives on 
earth and deserved to be 
encouraged and protected. 

The Bishop however, 
enjoined the priests to en-
deavour to practice what 
they preached, noting that 
their primary assignment 
was to propagate the Gos-
pel of  Jesus Christ, urging 
them to continue in their 
onerous task of  winning 
souls for Christ.

engendered by Governor 
Willie Obiano.

What we want is a free, 
fair and transparent pri-
maries for all the aspir-
ants for the most popular 
candidate to emerge and 
not consensus as being 
projected by some APGA 
stakeholders including top 
government officials in 
the state.

Speaking shortly after 
the inauguration, the sec-
retary general of  the twen-
ty-four support groups 
and the leader of  Youth 
Earnestly Seek Soludo 
(YEES), Dr. Nelson Obin-
na Omenugha, said that 
the body language of  the 
‘Afa Igbo Bu Ofu’ tilted 
towards the ex-CBN gov-
ernor and that if  Soludo 
was eventually given the 
ticket, he would record a 
landslide victory for the 
APGA because of  his 
pedigree and antecedents, 
irrespective of  the grand 
design to pull him down 

Uzodimma is doing 
well, says Mamman
By Jennifer John

Governor Hope Uzod-
imma of  Imo State has 

received the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) Constitution 
Review Committee Team for 
the South East, led by Prof. 
Tahir Mamman (SAN), who 
said the governor’s sterling 
leadership qualities is a plus 
to the party.

The Governor who met 
with the committee at the 
Imo State APC Secretariat 
along Okigwe road Owerri 
on Monday told them and 
other party faithful that the 
decision to look at the party 
constitution to identify the 
grey areas and add things that 
will strengthen the party and 
make her policies come to 
terms with the new realities 
of  the 21st century is a wel-
come idea. The governor also 
expressed readiness to sup-
port the work the committee 
has come to do, noting that 
in support of  the constitution 
review idea the party in Imo 
State has committed her posi-
tion in writing for submission 

to the committee.
Uzodimma seized the op-

portunity to remind the people 
that “APC today is the largest 
party in Black and White Af-
rica as it controls the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria,” not-
ing that, “the creation of  the 
caretaker committee at both 
the National and State levels 
was born out of  recent chal-
lenges in the administration of 
the party hence the National 
Leadership rose to the occa-
sion by putting in place the 
caretaker committee.”

He expressed confidence 
that going forward APC will 
have a convivial environment 
for party politics, promotion 
of  APC and place the party 
in a position that it will be a 
movement in the South East.

In his remarks, the Leader of 
the team, Prof. Tahir Mam-
man (SAN) said they are in 
Imo and South East for a very 
important programme – the 
APC Constitution Review - 
“to save the party from derail-
ing, save it from future prob-
lems and make APC a model 
to other parties.”

Police arrest 2 youths in Enugu 
over death of  20 year-old girl
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
wo youths have 
been arrested by the 
police in Enugu for 

allegedly dumping a 20 
year old girl in a gutter af-
ter killing her.

To this end, the State 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Mohammed Ndatsu Ali-
yu, has ordered for a full-
scale investigation into the 
crime.

Police Commissioner 
Aliyu ordered the State 
Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) to un-
ravel the circumstances 
surrounding the death of  
the young girl with a view 

to bringing the culprits to 
book.

It was gathered that the 
lifeless body of  the de-
ceased whose name was 
given as Orji Chiamaka 
Precious Gold was found 
in the gutter, along Pres-
idential Road, Independ-
ence Layout, Enugu in the 
early hours Monday.

It was further learnt that 
the body of  the victim 
was evacuated to the hos-
pital by Police Operatives 
attached to New Haven 
Police Division where she 
was confirmed dead.

A statement by the Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Daniel Ndukwe, on Tues-
day, said that two persons 

had been arrested and be-
ing investigated to ascer-
tain their culpability or 
otherwise in the death of  
the young lady.

Meanwhile the Police 
Commissioner has called 
on young persons in the 
State to be wary of  who 
they go out with to avoid 
becoming victims of  such 
despicable acts.

He further enjoined the 
general public, particular-
ly residents of  the State, to 
assist the police with use-
ful information that will 
lead to the arrest and pros-
ecution of  the assailants.  
The corpse was deposited 
in the mortuary for preser-
vation and autopsy.
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By Ikenna Orioha

Youth Wing of  the Chris-
tian Association of 

Nigeria (YOWICAN), has 
berated the federal govern-
ment over rising insecurity 
in the country. 

National Chairman, 
Youth Wing of  CAN, Hon. 
Belusochukwu Enwere, in 
a  release signed and made 
available to our reporter, on 
Sunday, regretted that the 
insecurity situation in the 
country has taken a nega-
tively dimension because 
the federal government un-

der president Mohammadu 
Buhari was weak and subjec-
tive in tackling the menace 
ravaging the society.

“Buhari’s government and 
security agencies should sit 
up. If  the situation does not 
improve, YOWICAN fears 
that self-defense may be in-
evitable as citizens may be 
forced to arm themselves 
in churches, mosques while 
traveling and being in some 
holy places. How could citi-
zens be taken away just like 
that without a trace”, YOW-
ICAN queried. 

YOWICAN, who con-

demned the abduction of 
some members of  Redeemed 
Christian Church of  God 
(RCCG) Province 1 who 
were heading to Kafanchan, 
Kaduna State, on evange-
lism, asked if  the kidnapping 
could be another case of  per-
secution coming after the re-
cent abduction of  36 students 
of  College of  Forestry, Afa-
ka, near the Nigeria Defense 
Academy, Kaduna.

Enwere, while advising gov-
ernment and security agen-
cies to act swiftly in line with 
their primary responsibility 
of  protecting lives and prop-

Youth wing of CAN berates FG
over rising insecurity

Dr. Kizito Obioha and wife during the child dedication ceremony of their kids, Sydney Ugochukwu Obioha and 
Stephen Onyekachi Obioha, at the Eck Worship Centre, Uratta Owerri, as Eck Clergy Mrs. Bridget Mbara conducts 
the ceremony. Photo by Afam Echi.

Communal crisis: Umahi 
orders arrest of council 
chairman, assembly
member, others
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Eb-
onyi State has 

ordered for the immedi-
ate arrest of  the Ohauk-
wu Council Chairman, 
Barr. Clement Odah, 
and the member repre-
senting Ohaukwu North 
State Constituency, Hon. 
Chinedu Awo over the 
lingering Effium com-
munal crisis.

The Effium/ Ezza Ef-
fium crisis which start-
ed in January this year 
has claimed hundreds 
of  lives and property 
worth millions of  naira 
destroyed. The Governor 

also ordered the arrest of 
the spokespersons of  Ef-
fium clan and Ezza-Ef-
fium, Dr. James Agina 
and Mr. Titus Nworie 
respectively.

Umahi who gave the 
order during a security 
meeting at the Christian 
Ecumenical Centre, Ab-
akaliki explained that his 
administration would not 
fold its hands and watch 
innocent people die due 
to the ongoing war. He 
said the vice chairman of  
Ohaukwu LGA should 
take over the affairs of  
the council in acting ca-
pacity. 

The Governor also an-
nounced the suspension 
of  all political office 

holders from Ezza-Effi-
um who were not pres-
ent during the meeting . 
“All the political office 
holders from Ezza-Effi-
um who were not present 
should proceed on sus-
pension without salaries. 
They should not be paid 
and if  the March sala-
ry has not been paid to 
them, it should be with-
held as well.”

Umahi who blamed 
stakeholders of  the com-
munity for fanning the 
embers of  crises threat-
ened to arrest and pros-
ecute all the stakeholders 
should the war cease to 
abate immediately.

Similarly, Governor 
Umahi ordered the arrest 

erties of  citizens, regretted 
that the rising insecurity in 
the country “is a pointer that 
Nigeria is on its way to golgo-
tha and only divine interven-
tion can stop it”.

The religious youth body 
reiterated that “insecurity 
has become a norm in Nige-
ria where human beings, on 
daily basis, could be whisked 
away by gunmen with no one 
asking why or taken positive 
action. As youths, we are dis-
appointed that victims could 
be left with correspondence 
from the government without 
further actions”.

Stories From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha

A 
faith-based char-
ity Organization, 
Nelvia foundation 

has selected ten indigent 
widows to be empowered 
monthly starting from 
March.

 The first batch of  these 
widows in its monthly em-
powerment programme 
for the less privileged; was 
held yesterday.

Nelvia Foundation, is a 
religious-based non-gov-
ernmental body with the 
primary aim of  providing 
moral, spiritual and physi-
cal support to poor widows 
and less privileged chil-
dren.

The empowerment is its 
seventh in the series was 
held at Redeemed Chris-
tian Church of  God, Open 
Heaven Parish, Amichi, 
Nnewi South Local Coun-
cil Area, and was aimed at 
putting smiles on the faces 
of  widows and less priv-
ileged children from the 
area.

The foundation has paid 
off  the school fees of twen-
ty five poor children out of  
the fifty-six selected so far 
for the empowerment this 
year.

In an interview, the found-
er of  Nelvia Foundation, 
Evangelist Winnie Oka-
for, also a widow, said that 
she set up the foundation 
through the inspiration of  
God to extend a helping 

Foundation empowers
10 widows, 56 children 
in Anambra

hands to the poor widows 
and orphans, stressing that 
widowhood is not a curse 
or an excuse to be lazy.

She also urged them to 
use what they have been 
given to achieve self-reli-
ance noting that more per-
sons will benefit in subse-
quent editions.

Delivering a brief  sermon 
shortly before the pro-
gramme, the Coordinator 
of  the foundation, Pastor 
Hope Unaka, urged the 
benefiting widows to al-
ways live in love and har-
mony and to also be more 
committed to the things of  
God.

In their appreciation, 
some of  the beneficiaries, 
Mrs. Nwanne Okafor Car-
oline Ikegwuonwu and 
Ebele Okeke, who spoke of  
how tough life had become 
after the demise of  their 
husbands, thanked God 
for the foundation and de-
scribed it as an answer to 
their prayers.

Some less privileged chil-
dren, Obumneme Anyao-
ha, Precious Boniface and 
Oluebube Odoh, who had 
their school fees cleared 
courtesy of  the foundation, 
thanked the benefactor for 
her benevolence.

News Echo also gathered 
that the foundation is so-
liciting for assistance from 
well meaning people and 
organisations to assist 
them; as the number of  
people who require these 
assistance are increasing 
on a daily basis.

The Nigeria Society of 
Engineers (NSE) has 

said that it is set to establish 
Engineering Training Cen-
tre in Anambra state.

This was contained in an 
address deliver by Engr. 
Odinaka Victor Okonkwo, 
during his investiture as the 
twelfth chairman of  Nige-
rian Society of  Engineers 
Awka Branch, on Mon-
day. The Society said that 
the centre which is located 
at Nawfia, off  the Enu-
gu-Onitsha expressway, 
in Njikoka local govern-
ment area of  the state, if 
completed, will provide a 
conducive environment for 
training and retraining of 
engineers and allied profes-
sionals across the country.

According to the newly 
inaugurated Chairman, 
who is expected to pilot 
the affairs of  the body for 
two years, he said that it 
has plan to have a befitting 
engineering centre, that 
will house their meetings, 

NSE to establish engineering 
training centre in Anambra

provide the environment 
for the training and re-
training of  engineers and 
allied professionals, add-
ing that it will provide an 
environment for better 
synergy between the en-
gineers, industrialists and 
the neighbouring citadels 
of  learning with the aim 
of  advancing research and 
improving the quality and 
practice of  engineering in 
the state.

In his brief  remarks, 
the outgoing Chairman, 
Engineer Martin Agbili, 
who attested to the ca-
pability and versatility 
of  the new chairman, 
appreciated all, for their 
support during his tenure 
and solicited same for the 
new administration. He 
thanked the state gover-
nor, Willie Obiano, the 
President, Nigeria Society 
of  Engineers, Engr. Baba-
gana Mohammed and oth-
er dignitaries for making the 
occasion a huge success.

of  some stakeholders of  
Abaomege and Isinkwo 
community following a 
renewed land dispute be-
tween the two communi-
ties.

Eight stakeholders who 
were present during a 
security meeting held by 
the Governor between 
the two communities at 
the old executive council 
chambers government 
house, Abakaliki were 
subsequently arrested by 
the police. Umahi further 
directed the Police Com-
missioner not to release 
any of  the stakeholders 
arrested until the people 
stopped shooting and de-
marcation of  the disput-
ed area carried out.
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ood is one of the basic Fnecessities of life without 
which sustenance of  

existence may not be possible. 
One of the struggles of everyday 
living in this country is the 
challenge of feeding oneself and 
family. It is difficult to understand 
why man should be having 
difficulties to fed when nature has 
endowed us with all kinds of 
food.

In the developed society food is 
taken for granted. It remains one 
of the cheapest things that anyone 
can afford. While we are 
struggling to feed the developed 
societies have left this stage going 
to the moon and transforming 
their environment hugely.  

A hungry person is vulnerable. 
He is exposed to crimes if he lacks 
the discipline to resist some of the 
tempting but dangerous offers 
that may be dangled before him. 
In fact, no matter how disciplined 
one may be, it takes special 
courage to say no to some 
exposures. This is the reason our 
young women are exposed to 
prostitution and the boys take to 
armed robbery and other crimes. 

It is also hunger and by 
extension greed that lures our 
public officers to loot the 
treasury. They are motivated by 
the fear of hunger and the need to 
maintain the status quo after 
public office. The endemic 
corrupt nature of our society 
results from hunger and the need 
to keep heads above water.

There is no home you visit 
today that majority of what they 
consume are not found in sachets, 
tins, packets, cartons and 
imported etc. The implication is 
that we are patronizing much of 
denatured food and these we are 
told exposes us to the increasing 
cancer menace. That aside, we 
spend scarce foreign exchange to 
patronize other nation’s foods at 
the expense of our own.

It is sad to comment that a 

generation of  the cur rent 
p o p u l a t i o n  h a r d l y  k n ow s  
a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  p r a c t i c a l  
agriculture. Many young parents 
never touched a hoe all their lives. 
So what are they going to 
bequeath to their children. 

Farming remains part of our 
culture as it is in many other 
countries that export their 
products to us, and if we are so 
distanced from it, that speaks 
volume of how we are consciously 
losing our identity. We can feed 
ourselves if only we can sincerely 
get committed to it. We can 
succeed by doing what other 
successful countries have done. It 
is no rocket science in my own 
thinking

B o t h  p r e s e n t  a n d  p a s t  
governments have done so much 
to encourage food production. It 
is still a wonder that we are still 
importing food including the ones 
that we can comfortably grow 
here. It means that we are not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  p a t r o n i z i n g  
gover nment’s  ag r icu l tura l  
programs especially here in the 
South East.

Recently, when the north 
effected food blockade policy 
against the South at the height of 
the herdsmen clashes it sent shock 
waves to the South that rely on the 
north for more than 90% of their 
food supplies.

Now that a farming season has 
presented another opportunity 
how ready are we to take 
advantage of it to grow our food 
needs even if at subsistence level? 
In the time past, our parents grew 
their own foods and we had barns 
to store excess. Many things have 
changed all that as many of us see 
agriculture as a dirty occupation 
fit for the lazy people.

We need to change this mind 
set and move on to make a 
difference. It is never too late for a 
new beginning and the time to 
begin is now.

Farming season is
here, are you ready? 
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Opinion

By Tayo Oke

I
t is difficult to recount 
how many times we 
have all come across the 
saying that so-and-so is 

a “detribalised” Nigerian. 
It fills me with such revul-
sion and utter bewilderment 
each time it brushes through 
my ears. I have never come 
across a phrase so reified, 
and so widely embraced as a 
mark of  respect by the polit-
ical elite in this country, yet, 
so devoid of  substance. 
People should find it infuri-

ating that someone is point-
ing them out as a “detribal-
ised” Nigerian; it is an insult 
to the intelligence. What fi-
nally lit the fuse for the push-
back in this write-up was 
the report of  the so-called 
“leaders of  the Igbo-speak-
ing community” in Lagos, 
last week, urging Bola Tinu-
bu of  the All Progressives’ 
Congress, to contest the 
2023 presidential election on 
account of  being a “detribal-
ised” Nigerian. 
Casting aside the motive 

behind their public endorse-
ment of  Tinubu, it is the 
premise upon which it was 
based that many people 
would find stomach-churn-
ing. No doubt, it was meant 
as an accolade, and a feather 
in Tinubu’s cap. The phrase 
is regularly bandied about in 
conference halls, seminar pa-
pers, campaign speeches and 
at evening dinner speeches, 
aimed at individuals of  his 
ilk. 
The person about whom it is 

said is supposed to feel a kind 
of  elation and contentment 
at such a public tribute to 
their devotion to the welfare 
of  others. Such persons are 
equally as befuddled as the 
people uttering the meaning-
less phrase, I am afraid. ‘Trib-
al’ loyalty is a natural human 
phenomenon that is present 
in everyone, everywhere; 
Asia, Africa, America, Chi-
na, Europe, football pitches, 
cricket matches, you name it. 
Tribal(ism) is another kettle 
of  fish. 
The “Igbo leaders” urging 

Tinubu to contest the 2023 
Presidency were unwittingly 
insulting his person by de-
scribing him as a “detribal-
ised” Nigerian. Let us con-
sider the etymology (and 
political usage) of  the word 
‘tribe’. Tribe is a sense of  (pri-
mordial) belonging to a small 
group of  community with 
shared goals and aspirations. 

No such thing as detribalised Nigerian
You would spare no effort in 
proclaiming the group over 
and above all others.
This is mostly felt in the do-

main of  sports. Imagine the 
tribal loyalties owed to the 
“Dallas Cowboys”, “New 
England Patriots” “Chicago 
Bears” “Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers” etc, in American ‘foot-
ball’. Similarly, in European 
football, giant clubs such as 
Barcelona, Juventus, Bayern 
Munich, Real Madrid, Ar-
senal, Manchester United, 
Manchester City, Chelsea etc 
enjoy world-wide tribal loyal-
ties. 
See, how many fans of  these 

clubs go into ‘battle’ inside 
“beer parlours” around Ni-
geria when ‘their teams’ are 
playing, and how they cheer 
them on sometimes violent-
ly, as opposed to a rival team. 
Nigerians have been known 
to shed blood defending the 
honour of  ‘their’ cherished 
European clubs on match-
days, several thousand miles 
away from the pitch where 
the games are being played by 
stupendously rich stars with 
absolutely no knowledge of, 
or interest in the existence of  
their local Nigerian fans. That 
is what tribal loyalty feels like. 
It is an unrequited love.
Moreover, ‘tribal’ loyalty can 

also be seen within political 
parties, and other small so-
cial groups. This has nothing 
to do with ethnicity. ‘Tribe’ is 
not, in essence, synonymous 
with Nigerian, or African, or 
Igbo, Yoruba, or Hausa. It 
is used as a stand-alone con-
cept. Tribal(ism) came into 
prominence in African politi-
cal lexicon with the arrival of  
European colonial masters. 
They had arrived on African 
soil convinced of  the superi-
ority of  their own civilisation 
and their pre-destined mission 
to civilise the African, away 
from what they believed was 
their barbarism and ‘primi-
tive’ living. 
The reality, however, was 

that African nations (not 
states) had existed in their 
fully developed forms prior to 
the European colonial adven-

ture.  The Carthage, Malians, 
Songhai, Nok, Ashanti, Be-
nin, Oyo, Kanem Bornu etc, 
exhibited the attributes of  em-
pires similar to those of  the 
great Europeans. 
These empires had begun 

to dissolve into nations in 
Nigeria vis: Hausa, Fulani, 
Yoruba, Igbo, etc, when the 
European entered the shores 
of  Nigeria. Alarmed at what 
they encountered as an equal, 
if  not superior civilisation 
staring them in the face, they 
opted to re-brand the new-
found nations ‘tribes’ in order 
to justify their warped theory 
of  racial superiority and their 
odious civilising mission. 
The ‘tribe’ appellation was 

drummed into the ears of  our 

forefathers long enough that 
they too began to reflect on 
each other as ‘tribes’. On ac-
count of  that, the anti-coloni-
al resistance could no longer 
be waged on the justifiable 
platform of  nationalism. It 
was dissolved into tribalism, 
and savage attacks in the 
European-inspired history 
books. 
That made their own polit-

ical conquest a ‘just’ cause 
in the eyes of  the European 
Christian Missionaries that 
followed them. From their 
own history, they knew how 
potent nationalism could be 
as opposed to tribalism. This, 
in a nutshell, was how Af-
rican nationalist leaders be-
came known and reviled as 

“tribalists”, bringing them to 
utter ridicule in the eyes of 
the people. 
Question. At what point 

was Tinubu ever a “tribal-
ist”, who has now become 
“detribalised”? At what 
point was “tribalism” ever 
appropriate to describe his 
politics or that of  any of  his 
forefathers? A “detribalised” 
Nigerian has become loaded 
in contemporary political 
parlance. It is meant to re-
fer to a person who does not 
think or feel for any particu-
lar Nigerian nationalities. 
Nigeria is a conglomerate of  
nationalities, not tribes. 
The Yoruba, Hausa, Igbo, 

for instance, are nations in 
their own rights, bigger and 
more developed than many 
present-day European na-
tions in fact. (See, “Nigeria: 
‘Tribalism’ and the national-
ity question” The PUNCH, 
November 17, 2020). Listen 
carefully, anyone who says 
his politics precludes proc-
lamation of  his “Igboness”, 
“Yorubaness”, or “Hausa-
ness” is not fit to lead, as 
that would amount to naked 
bid for power.

Tinubu

“The ‘tribe’ appellation was drummed into the ears of our forefathers long enough 
that they too began to reflect on each other as ‘tribes’. On account of that, the 
anti-colonial resistance could no longer be waged on the justifiable platform of 
nationalism. It was dissolved into tribalism, and savage attacks in the Europe-
an-inspired history books. That made their own political conquest a ‘just’ cause in 
the eyes of the European Christian Missionaries that followed them. From their 
own history, they knew how potent nationalism could be as opposed to tribal-
ism. This, in a nutshell, was how African nationalist leaders became known and 
reviled as “tribalists”, bringing them to utter ridicule in the eyes of the people”
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bani market till 

Udate is the only 
market with many 

empty and vacated shops 
w i t h  n o  t r a d e r s  t o 
accommodate it.

Imo Malaysian market 
is a popular market located 
a t  t h e  b o u n d a r y  l i n e 
between Abia state and Imo 
state. It was established by 
the former Governor of  
Imo State, Senator Rochas 
O k o r o c h a  d u r i n g  h i s 
regime as the governor.

Orie Ugba market is a 
chi ld  of  c i rcumstance 
which metamorphosed 
f r o m  a n  o r d i n a r y 
insignificant area market to 
a renowned market owing 
to the demolition of  the 
main market at Isi-Gate. 
This led to influx of  people 
to the market and today the 
market is one of  the daily 
markets where people can 
get their food stuff  and 
groceries around Umuahia.  
Foodstuffs are relatively 
cheap due to the fact that 
most sellers produce those 
products themselves.

The multi-billion naira 
modern market at Ubani- 
Ibeku with over 500 shops 
was constructed with all the 
necessary facilities and 
features that could match 
any market worldwide. This 
market was established to 
remove Isi-Gate market 
which was located at the 
c e n t e r  o f  U m u a h i a . 
Although it was difficult for 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o 
succes s fu l ly  push  the 
traders out of  the Isi-Gate 
m a r k e t .  T h e  t r a d e r s 
complained that the Ubani 
market was outside the city 
centre and would not attract 
massive patronage since it 
w a s  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e 
Umuahia. But, Senator 
Theodore Orji, the former 
governor of  Abia State 
during his government set 
u p  a  c o m m i t t e e  w h o 
ensured that the decision of  
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s 
i m p l e m e n t e d  a n d  t h e 
traders were relocated.

The Governor of  Abia 
State, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu 
continued with the policy 
of  his successor until barely 
three years of  his first tenure 
in office when the situation 
changed, as trading and 
other commercial activities 
resumed at Isi-Gate and all 
the adjoining roads to the 
area. The roads where 
t rad ing  ac t iv i t i es  had 
returned are Umu-wire 
Road, Owerri Road, Warri 
Road, Abiriba Road, Niger 
Road, Eket Road, Crowther 
Road, Lagos Road, Club 
Road,  Okpara  Square 
among others.

Some t raders  who 
initially relocated to the 
U b a n i  m a r k e t  a r e 
complaining of  lack of  
patronage and have locked 
up their shops at Ubani and 
have returned to Isi-Gate 
where shops and spaces are 
fought for by the traders 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h u g e 

patronage of  customers 
living in the central city.

The Government in 
order to get the people to go 
back to Ubani Market set up 
a task force committee 
w h i c h  w e n t  a b o u t 
demolishing what was 
termed illegal structures 
and shops along streets. 
They also moved around, 
confiscating goods and 
wares of  “stubborn” traders 
who refused to heed to the 
government's directive but 
s t i l l  didn' t  succeed in 
pushing the traders to go to 
the main market.

The Ubani Market has 
still not been known as the 
standard main market. This 
is because some citizens are 
still not willing to leave the 
Isi Gate market.

he Anambra State TG ove r n m e n t  h a s 
a s k e d  P r e s i d e n t 

Muhammadu Buhari to 
b e s t ow  c o m m e n s u r a t e 
national honours on two 
indigenes of  the state in 
appreciation of  their “path-

changing contributions to 
national development”.

G o v e r n o r  O b i a n o 
disclosed this through a letter 
signed by the Commissioner 
of  Information and Public 
Enlightenment, Mr. Don 
A d i n u b a ,  w h e n  t h e 
g ove r n m e n t  m a d e  t h e 
request for the conferment of   
national honours on the 

chairman of  Air Peace, 
Chief  Allen Onyeama, and 
the  ch ie f  execut ive  o f  
I n n o s o n  M o t o r 
Manufacturing Company, 
Chief  Innocent Chukwuma, 
in a letter which Governor 
Wi l l i e  Ob iano  sen t  to 
President Buhari.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
recommendation to Buhari 
was against the background 
of  the second plane which 
Air Peace acquired recently 
out of  the 13 it ordered from 
the Brazilian manufacturer 
to boost its local and regional 
operations and the honorary 
doctoral degree which the 
U n ive r s i t y  o f  C a l a b a r 
conferred on the Innoson 
chairman at the weekend.

“These two gentlemen 
are deserving of  everything 
in gold”, Governor Obiano 
wrote in the letter to the 
p re s iden t .  “They  have 
changed the narrative of  
Nigeria's development for 
the better. “The whole nation 
remembers with nostalgia 
how Chief  Onyema sent his 
wide-bodied aircraft to South 
Africa two years ago to bring 
back free of  charge hundreds 
of  Nigerians stranded in the 
c o u n t r y  w h e n  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n s  l a u n c h e d 
xenophobic attacks on our 
fellow countrymen”.

Chief  Obiano stated 
that if  not for Onyeama's 
intervention since 2014, the 

Niger ian c ivi l  aviat ion 
i n d u s t r y  w o u l d  h a v e 
col lapsed or  been in a 
comatose state.

“He invested a fortune 
in it and ensured that Air 
Peace maintained the highest 
standards in the world in 
terms of  the state of  the art 
equipment, safety, staff  
training, as well as ground 
and in-flight services”, he 
said. 

“ To d a y  I n n n o s o n 
motors are sold all over 
Nigeria and beyond, thus 
f lying Nigeria 's  f lag in 
different countries, just like 
Chief  Allen whose airline 
operates  in to  d i f ferent 
African countries and into 
the United Arab Emirates 
with plans to extend flights to 
the United Kingdom, China, 
India, United States, among 
others.

“They are eminently 
deserving of  the national 
highest honours for their 
selfless and patriotic services 
which will ginger them to do 
more and encourage other 
citizens to follow in their 
noble footsteps.”

Building Structures at 
the main market are being 
abandoned and are falling 
apart. The buildings are 
being overtaken by grass 
and reptiles. No matter the 
effort of  the government the 
market is still struggling to 
stand on its own.

The buildings at the 
Ubani market were not built 
with quality materials to 
enable it withstand any kind 
of  climate change. Even 
though, some buildings 
have not been occupied by 
any  t rader  a t  a l l ,  the 
buildings are still getting 
dilapidated.

Mr. Stanley, a furniture 
maker, while speaking to 
newsmen said “since I came 
to this market I have barely 

sold any furniture here. I 
always had to bring my 
former customers who 
knew me from Isi-Gate to 
come and see my new 
shop.” 

He also said “I have 
rented  a  new shop a t 
' U m u n g w a - O n u i m o 
market' popularly known as 
Malaysian market so that 
people will be able to see my 
work. I have cupboards, 
dressers, bed frames, and so 
on, wasting at my shop in 
Umuahia. I don't think the 
government is doing what is 
needed for this market to 
stand.” Traders blame the 
g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  n o t 
establishing the market 
properly. They said that 
they were meant to move 

without money to support 
them.

Orie Ugba and Imo 
Malaysia markets were able 
to grow because of  the 
demolition of  the Isi-Gate 
market. The traders not 
wanting to go to Ubani 
because of  the distance 
departed to markets closer 
to their home and which 
were affordable to stay at.

A Rice and Flour seller, 
Mr. Celestine, said that 'I 
blame the government for 
the retardation of  Ubani 
market. Many customers 
were not coming to Ubani 
as they were supposed to. 
They have not succeeded to 
chase the traders selling at 
the road side at Isi Gate to 
come to Ubani. We have 
Orie Ugba, Malaysia and Isi 
Gate to compete with.' He 
continued by saying that 
there are so many shops that 
are not occupied by anyone 
but no one is willing to pay 
for such shops.

He advised that 'the 
government should try and 
remove some of  these 
markets especially the one 
at Isi- Gate, this will help 
bring customers to Ubani.' 
It is unheard of  that the 
main market will be the first 
s igh t  to  beho ld  when 
entering the city, reason the 
government relocated it but 
t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  i s  n o t 
working. Ubani market 
being the main market 
should be the centre for 
commerce. It should have 
all that is needed for it to be 
the main market.

A b i a  S t a t e 
Government should go 
back to the market and 
rebuild those structures that 
are falling apart. And then 
create a policy against 
selling in the heart of  the 
town and make sure that the 
policy is followed.

Imo Malaysian, Orie Ugba markets reason Ubani
market is depopulated and de-marketed

Obiano tasks FG to give national
honours to Air Peace, Innoson Motors
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe
Awka

By Glory Ugochukwu

The deserted Ubani Market

Ubani Market begging for customers
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March 27, 2021: IMO STATE GOVERNMENT AND NDI IMO: DEMAND FOR ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR THE VICTIMS OF ORLU MASSACRE

Imo Progressive Lawyers Association (IPLA) is a body of  legal practitioners of  Imo extraction, committed to 
progressive ideals, irrespective of  where they are domiciled. We have watched with keen interest the events unfolding 
in Imo State, and more specifically, in Orlu since the 25th of  January 2021. These events, characterized by air strikes, 

mass murders, aerial surveillance, dust-to-dawn curfews have escalated with a terrible toll on human life and property, provoking 
massive outcry from both natives and well-meaning citizens within and outside Imo State. The brutish military operations in areas 
inhabited by unarmed local
populations have left women, children and the aged, broken, homeless and in deep fear. We join Ndi Igbo both at home and in the 
diaspora, to condemn the ruthless military invasion of  peaceful communities.
In a meeting with persons described as “stakeholders”, Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma acknowledged that he invited 
men of  the Nigerian Army to Orlu. The invitation was in response to the activities of  ”hoodlums and mercenaries in Orlu and environs 
in the name of  protecting the natives from
invading herdsmen”. We make bold to state that the South-East region has been historically marginalized. The marginalization is 
characterized by almost non-existent federal presence, huge infrastructural deficits, over-policing, high-handed military operations 
resulting in excessive brutality, arrests and extortion of
indigenes and residents alike. The recent nationwide #ENDSARS protests lend credence to these trends in the region. It is against this 
background of  militarization and marginalization that we ask as follows: Why invite the Nigerian Army—known for their extremely 
violent and coercive approach to law enforcement—into purely localized tensions? If  the hoodlums and mercenaries were indeed 
acting to protect the people from herdsmen, does that suggest that Imo Governor is fully in support of  the activities of  herdsmen 
unleashing terror, mayhem and irreparable destruction of  lives and crops in Orlu? Again, does that also suggest that the Governor finds 
herdsmen deserving of  security and military protection, while Imo indigenes are left at the mercy of  bandits? We demand urgent 
answers to these questions. 

It is instructive to mention that Imo Governor comes from Orlu Senatorial Zone and also represented the Zone in the Senate of  the 
Federal Republic of  Nigeria. It is this representation that earned him the title and entitlements of  a “Distinguished Senator”. The way 
Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodinma handled this matter—and his body language—have continued to fuel wild speculations, 
forcing many to begin to interrogate his relationship with Fulani herdsmen and their activities in Orlu in particular and Imo State in 
general. Many Imo indigenes are still in shock and wonder why the security of  herdsmen should occupy a higher place in the governor's 
scale of  preferences over and above Ndi Imo and Ndi Igbo. Because of  his poor handling of  the Orlu crisis, many children have been 
rendered orphans, fatherless, and motherless. If  unchecked, the general atmosphere of  anger and suspicion will provide a fertile ground 
for anti-Hope Uzodinma sentiments to flourish. Since the military invasion and accompanying massacres, peace and stability have 
evaporated in Orlu Zone. Our findings show that military grade equipment, guns, and helicopter gun boats were freely used on 
communities in Orlu andneighboringdistricts. Tilldate,Imo Governor has neither taken steps to ameliorate the mass suffering, 
especially the human and material losses the local populations have endured, nor assured that a catastrophe of  similar magnitude is 
averted in the future. Considering the above, IPLA urges Imo State governor to take steps to do as follows: 
1. To take a firm stance against the violations of  Imo citizens' rights to life, dignity, privacy, property and movement.
2. To take urgent steps towards protecting unarmed rural communities in Orlu environs from violent attacks, particularly the brutal 
invasion of  communities by herdsmen and security forces. 3. To provide psychosocial support and financial assistance to all those 
disproportionately affected by this Orlu crisis, especially school children, market women, local farmers, whose education and 
livelihoods have been disrupted or destroyed as a result of  the incessant violent attacks and curfews in their communities. In concluding 
this statement, a short story will be useful. In the early nineteen seventies there existed a man called Ukpabi Asika. He was appointed the 
sole administrator of  the old east central state by the victorious army at the end of  the Nigerian Biafran war. By his actions and in actions 
his words and utterances he left no one in doubt as to his allegiance. Our people responded to him accordingly. Some fifty years after, no 
deodorant, even in death has been able  deodorize Ukpabi Asika in Igbo land. We are keeping notes.

Publicity Secretary
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I support recovery of Okorocha’s
loot, not as distracting political
project - Dr Amadi

News

Women Affairs
commissioner charges 
staff on dedication

I
mo State Commis-
sioner for Women 
Affairs and Vulnera-

ble Groups, Hon. Lady 
Nkechinyere Ugwu has 
called on the staff  of  the 
ministry to be dedicated 
to work.

Speaking during the 
event marking her one 
year in office at the State 
Secretariat, the Commis-
sioner said, she has come 
to show appreciation for 
the support they have 
given her in the past 365 
days.

Ugwu noted that she 
has taken cognizance of  
their quality support and 
complimentary roles they 
played to help her move 
the ministry forward in 
the past one year.

Her words, ’I have come 
with a token of  love and 
appreciation for us to eat 
and drink, it is not about 
the food, is about the 
good heart that brought 
the food and the joy in 
my heart for the wonder-
ful support you have giv-
en me.  

She noted that ‘the last 
one year was a learning 
period for me, l have a 
good agenda for the Min-
istry, I expect all the staff  
to be coming to work 
regularly so that togeth-
er we can join hands to 

By Chinyere Nwaneri

T
he former chair-
man of  the Na-
tional Electricity 

Regulatory Commission 
(NERC), Dr Sam Amadi 
has expressed his support 
for the recovery of  the 
Okorocha loot but never 
in a manner of  turning it 
into a distracting political 
project.

He made his views 
known in a Press state-
ment he signed and 
availed to media houses 
including News Echo. 

He had stated that he 

was invited to be a guest 
speaker by a group ‘Imo 
Political Group’ which 
has arranged a political 
summit on the theme: 
“Recovering Looted Imo 
Assets from Sen. Rochas 
Okorocha, His Relatives 
and Cronies”.  

The law professor de-
clined to attend on the 
discovery according to 
him there is the suspicion 
to make political capital 
out of  it. 

Hear him: “The govern-
ment needs all the atten-
tion it can summon and 
does not need a political 

fight that merely creates 
opportunity for mercan-
tilist Imo politicians to 
make a living at the ex-
pense of  the impoverished 
Imo citizens.

“It is in the light of  the 
foregoing that I will not be 
part of  the advertised po-
litical summit as a speak-
er. I will not attend. I will 
not speak. I do not believe 
that recovering public as-
sets from Rochas Okoro-
cha requires political ral-
lies and conferences’’

Continuing, the former 
All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) gover-

norship aspirant submit-
ted that “It should not be 
another opportunity for 
corrupt Imo politicians to 
mount another political 
initiative to steal public 
funds, distract the govern-
ment from its responsibili-
ty and, deceive the people 
to embrace political rhet-
oric instead of  effective 
governance.

 “So far, this govern-
ment has not shown any 
real understanding of  the 
challenges of  develop-
ment and governance in 
Imo State. It has not an-
nounced any policy initia-

tive that is transformative. 
The mantra of  3RRs ex-
poses the ill-preparation 
and lack of  intensity of 
the administration. ‘’

He commended Uzod-
imma for sustaining the 
efforts of  Ihedioha in this 
regard demanding that 
We need clear actions 
that will ensure all those 
properties are recovered 
from Rocha Okorcha and 
others and also that Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodinma 
and his own cronies do 
not repeat the theft and 
illegalities that Rochas 
Okorocha and his cronies 
are alleged to have com-
mitted.

So far, I have not seen 
any clear departure from 

the traditions of  the past. 
There is no legal frame-
work of  accountability 
and oversight that ensures 
that Governor Hope Uzo-
dinma and his cronies 
will not share public lands 
to family members and 
associates. Good inten-
tions and rhetoric are not 
enough. We need rules 
that can constrain and 
deter. Sadly, the current 
House of  Assembly in 
Imo State is looking as de-
pendent and incompetent 
as Rochas’s. 

He called for an urgent 
legislative intervention to 
constrain governors’ pow-
ers in abuse of  people’s 
properties. See more in 
subsequent reports later.

Court fixes case of conspiracy, slander 
on Anambra SDP Chairman, June 1 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
wka Chief  Magis-
trate Court One pre-
sided over by Mrs. O. 

N. Ike has adjourned to June 
1, 2021 the case of  conspir-
acy, slander, libel and char-
acter assassination brought 
against one Mr. Ikechukwu 
Nwaekwe, a self-acclaimed 
chairman of  the Social 
Democratic Party  (SDP) in 
Anambra and fifteen others 
some of  who are still at large.

The 16 accused and others 
according to a 3-page petition 
signed by C.V. Okebugwu 
(Esq) of  N.C. O. Okwudili 
& Co Chambers contained 

in a 5-count charge jointly 
and severally organized a 
well attended, televised and 
publicized press conference 
where they raised serious de-
famatory allegations against 
the party’s Anambra Central 
Senatorial candidate for the 
2019 general election, Chief 
(Barrister)Tony Chukwuelue.

The accused who presented 
themselves as the state and 
Local Government Area of-
ficers of  SDP in Anambra 
state and the seven councils 
of  the Central Senatorial 
zone including Idemili North, 
Idemili South, Awka North, 
Awka South, Njikoka, Dunu-
kofia and Anaocha accused 
and defamed the character of 
Barrister Chukwuelue in their 

joint and separate press con-
ferences by publishing and 
spreading defamatory and 
slanderous information that 
Chukwuelue illegally pro-
cured INEC Forms CF 001 
and CF 002 with which he 
contested as the SDP Anam-
bra Central Senatorial candi-
date in the Feb 23,2019.

The offense, according to 
the suit No MAW/52/2020 
in Count One was punisha-
ble under Sec 496(a) of  the 
Criminal Code Cap 36, Vol 
11 Revised Laws of  Anambra 
state, 1991 as amended. And 
Sec 325 of  the Criminal Code 
Cap 36, Vol 11 Revised Laws 
of  Anambra state of  Nigeria 
1991 as amended.

The case was adjourned for 

the umpteenth time due to 
the absence in court of  the 
5th defendant-Mr. Gerald 
Onwuanyi aged 67years.

The counsel for 2nd -5th 
defendants -Messrs Emeka 
Ejike while requesting for an-
other adjournment to enable 
him ensure that the 5th de-
fendant was brought to court, 
explained that his family as-
sured they would produce 
him despite his recent eye 
surgery.

The state prosecutor, Mr. 
Kalu Onyeacholam, an As-
sistant Superintendent of  Po-
lice (ASP) expressed concern 
over the serial excuses by the 
defendants that had impeded 
the progress and speed of  the 
matter.

promote the programs 
and policies of  the shared 
prosperity administration 
of  Governor Uzodimma 
in this ministry.’ 

The commissioner who 
welcomed the new per-
manent secretary, Mrs. 
Chikaodi Emenalo, de-
scribed her coming as a 
welcome development, 
stating that her wealth of  
experience as a seasoned 
administrator will open a 
new chapter for the min-
istry.

Adding her voice, the 
newly posted permanent 
Secretary Mrs. Emenalo 
promised to pay special 
attention to the welfare 
of  the staff  and other 
challenges facing them. 
She made a passionate 
appeal to workers who 
don’t come to work reg-
ularly to have a change 
of  attitude, stating that 
the commissioner needs 
maximum support for the 
betterment of  the minis-
try.

Speaking on behalf  of  
the staffers of  the minis-
try, the Director of  Child 
Development, Mr. Ben-
jamin Amaefule, assured 
of  the staffers’ readiness 
to work with her, stating 
that they will give her un-
diluted support in the in-
terest of  the ministry.

Members of the 12th Executive Committee Members of the Nigeria Society of Engineers after 
their inauguration held in Awka, Anambra State.
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Nigeria's unity is eminently negotiable

 lot has been written 

Aa n d  s a i d  a b o u t 
Nigeria@60 since the 

beginning  of  the  annual 
October  1  inde pendence 
celebrations, last year, and 
qui te  r ight ly  so.  For  the 
historian, 60 years is like a 
fortnight in the trajectory of  
any nation, but for the political 
observer, 60 is a milestone in 
the evolution of  a nation. The 
quiet revolution that swept 
aside the old Soviet Union and 
the creation of  several splinter 
states in its place, including the 
re-unification of  Germany in 
the 1990s, is a testament to how 
rapidly the building blocks of  
political stability or instability 
can be laid, constructed, and 
deconstructed in a blink of  an 
e y e ;  f r o m  B e l a r u s  t o 
Ky r g y z s t a n ,  G e o r g i a  t o 
Azerbaijan, Yugoslavia to 
Czechoslovakia, old states have 
been dismantled and new 
political entities emerged from 
the ruins of  internecine warfare 
and conflict within a short 
spate of  time. So, given that the 
building blocks of  a viable 
nation are still being assembled 
here in Nigeria, after 60 years 
o f  t r y i n g ,  m e a n s  t h a t 
something has seriously gone 
awry. Parroting the well-worn 
line, “Nigeria's unity is non-
negotiable”, is the biggest, 
scandalous lie told to the public 
by self-serving Nigerian leaders 
down the decades, specifically 
since the end of  the civil war in 
1970. 

T h e  ' n o n - n e g o t i a b l e ' 
slogan is an army mantra in 
fact: “To keep Nigeria one is a 
task that must be done”, and 
“we fought to keep this country 
together”, you would often 
hear them say. While Nigeria's 
'unity' may have been the 
Federal Government's clarion 
call at the time, the war was 
f o u g h t  f o r  o t h e r  ( m o r e 
pernicious) motives, notably; 
oil and control of  resources. 
Resources and their control 
were at the front and centre of  
the civil war. It is equally at the 
front and centre of  the current 
clamour for “restructuring”. 
This is no great revelation, 
however; it is the elephant in 
the room. 

It is on record that those 
who are now hell-bent on 
maintaining the status quo, 
(centralisation of  power) in this 
country, used to be dead against 
any such thing in the long past.  
The first military coup of  1966 
changed the calculus for them. 
The coup took place against the 
backdrop of  the Cold War and 
ideological rivalry between the 
East (Soviet Communism) and 
West (US Capitalism). Africa 

and the rest of  the (non-
a l i g n e d )  w o r l d  f o u n d 
themselves oscillating between 
the two power blocs. Kwame 
Nkrumah in Ghana, followed 
by Nnamdi Azikiwe in Nigeria, 
were advocating and trying to 
advance the idea of  African 
unity. The main plank of  their 
vision rested on the abolition of  
the artificial colonial partition 
of  Africa in favour of  African 
'oneness'. Broadly speaking, in 
the minds of  the 'radical' coup 
leaders, the quickest way to 
advance the cause of  Nigerian 
brotherhood and African unity 
was to use the instrumentality 
of  the state to bring that lofty 
goal to fruition. Partition along 
regional or ethnic boundaries 
was anathema to them, as it 
merely served to amplify the 
colonial artificial creation. 
Throughout the Cold War 
p e r i o d ,  t h e r e f o r e,  m a n y 
African leaders subscribed to 
the view that a strong central 
state was a pre-requisite for 
moving Africa towards rapid 
development. That was the 
prevailing sentiment at the 
time. How much the rebel 
soldiers fully embraced that 
proposition prior to the coup is 
a  mat te r  fo r  con jec ture. 
However, we choose to see it 
now, the intention of  the coup 

was certainly not ethnic. It was 
t o  c e m e n t  a  h i g h l y 
romanticised African and, for 
that matter, Nigerian 'oneness'. 

The northern oligarchy 
which had hitherto jealously 
g u a r d e d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e 
autonomy in a loose federation 
suddenly got wise. They saw 
wisdom in the idea of  a strong 
centre after all, but entirely for a 
different purpose. To them, a 
centralised authority was (and 
still is) an instrument for 
resource control. When you 
t h e n  g r a f t  t h e  N o r t h ' s 
preponderance of  coercive 
force (military and security 
apparatus) onto a centralised 
political authority, you end up 
with the reality of  state capture. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  n i g h t m a r i s h 
scenario f rom which the 
southern part of  Nigeria has 
been trying to disentangle itself, 
thus far, without success.  
Political personnel at the top 
may change from time to time, 
and from one party to another 
at elections, real power will 
r e m a i n  i n  t h e  N o r t h  i n 
perpetuity for, who in the world 
ever surrenders a position of  
p o w e r  a n d  p r i v i l e g e 
voluntarily? Nigeria's unity 
becomes “non-negotiable” 
only for those who stand to 
benefit the most from the status 

quo. So, the 1966 coup may 
have been a calamity for 
northern political leaders at 
first, but it has turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise. 

Mind you, it is no longer 
the case of  North versus South 
though. Politics and elite 
interest have coalesced in the 
b a t t l e  f o r  c h a n g e  a n d 
continuity. Northern oligarchs 
regularly reach out to their 
brethren in the South for 
mutual support, and vice-versa. 
By consequence, we have 
enough vested interests in the 
two regions which reinforce 
and propel each other. They 
now share a similar desire to 
preserve the status quo, even if  
it is against the wider political 
interests of  their various 
const i tuencies.Whi le  the 
northern oligarchs have their 
palsied grip on power currently, 
their southern counterparts are 
wearily waiting for their turn to 
eat with the patience of  a 
vulture. They are secured in the 
certainty of  victory at the next 
elections, and acquiring the 
bounty of  the presidency. 
Really? 

It is inevitable that the next 
Pres ident  of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria will hail 
from the South – the North 
would not wish to commit 

hara-kiri by wantonly clinging 
onto office.  What is also 
certain is that real power will 
not shift along with the office. 
At the moment, the President, 
Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.), presides over the 
most lopsided public service 
appointments in the history of  
the Republic. He is not at all 
fazed by the justifiable criticism 
leve l l ed  aga ins t  h im for 
brazenly filling key institutions 
of  state with people of  the same 
ethnic and religious stock as 
himself. His coalition partners 
from the South have opted to 
tag along, look the other way, 
bury their heads in the sand, on 
the calculation that the table 
will soon turn. On that, they 
will be sorely disappointed 
when, in future, they try to 
replicate Buhari's audacious 
c l a n n i s h n e s s  b y  p l a c i n g 
southern personnel similarly 
into key institutions of  state 
over and above nor ther n 
candidates. That is simply a 
pipe dream, I am afraid. The 
institutions have been packed 
and their line of  succession pre-
determined for the foreseeable 
future. If  and when the in-
c o m i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
attempts a significant shuffling 
of  the personnel  already 
entrenched, it will soon be 
shown the difference between 
being in office and being in 
power. 

What all this boils down to 
is this. Nigeria is at an impasse; 
it is, once again, about to cross 
the dreaded Rubicon. The 
political leaders are sitting on a 
time bomb. The situation has 
gone beyond sham elections 
and empty rows in the National 
Assembly over meaningless 
a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e 
constitution. It is not in the gift 
o f  B u h a r i  o r  a n y  o t h e r 
i n d iv i d u a l  o r  g r o u p s  o f  
individuals to “restructure” 
Nigeria. That is the Herculean 
task for Nigerians themselves to 
u n d e r t a k e.  S o ve r e i g n t y 
ultimately resides in the people; 
n o t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n , 
lawmakers, or presidential 
contenders. The phrase, “We 
the people”, in the preamble to 
theNigerian constitution must 
be anchored on real time, real 
people, and real place. It has 
been inserted in the current 
( 1 9 9 9 )  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r 
decorative purposes only. It has 
no connection to reality. It is a 
fake, a lie, and a deceit. No 
referendum of  the people has 
ever been conducted to adopt 
the putative constitution. It was 
foisted on all by military fiat, in 
like-manner with the 1914 
amalgamation of  the Northern 
and Southern protectorates. 
Negotiation of  Nigeria's unity 
i s ,  i p s o - f a c t o,  t h e  o n l y 
alternative to perdition.

By Tayo Oke

Buhari
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Enugu 2023:
I 'll make Enugu great – Prof Nnaji

he compelling factors Tagitating for power to 
make way for what is 

now merit and competence 
really call for a serious concern. 
It must be pointed out that since 
1999; Enugu State has kept an 
immaculate record on zoning. 
However, there are fears that 
noble cause might be burst in 
2023 due to the number of  big 
shots  a l ready jos t l ing  for 
position. Moreover, all the three 
big boys namely Gburugburu, 
E b e a n o  a n d  I k e o h a  a r e 
interested. In this interview with 
News Echo, Professor Jehu 
O n y e k w e r e  N n a j i ,  P D P 
governorship aspirant, said 
zoning or no zoning, he would 
contest for the governorship 
e l ec t ion  in  2023 .  And  i f  
eventually he goes through, he 
would make the state better. 

  T h e  g o ve r n o r s h i p 
election in Enugu State, going 
by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
time table is slated for 2023.  
Despite the fact that it is still 
afar, political office seekers 
have begun strategizing ahead 
of the poll. What is your plan 
for the election?  

 For 2023, looking at the 
next two years and three months, 
we are in 2021 now and that 
means the next governor of  
Enugu State will be sworn in by 
May 29 or June 12, 2023. People 
a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  m a k e 
a s s u m p t i o n s ,  a  l o t  o f  
insinuations here and there; 
those who are also interested 
have started showing body 
l a n g u a g e s  t o w a r d s  t h a t 
direction. I believe that people 
should look out for the best 
because Enugu State is very 
important, very strategic in the 
South East. In fact, it's the 
capital of  South East. Whatever 
happens in Enugu State spreads 
to other states. So, I think it is a 
good thing people should look 
out for the best politician to 
emerge to handle the affairs of  
the state of  which lots of  
underground work are going on 
now in that regard. I am highly 
interested in becoming Enugu 
State governor in 2023.

 You are aware that in 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) there is an unwritten 
a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  p owe r 
rotation. What is your take on 
the zoning system?

That is one thing that has 
given Enugu State the pride of  
place in Eastern politics because 
as you are very much aware the 
level of  casualties that follow 

election activities are very much 
reduced in Enugu State owing to 
the fact that there is  that 
gentleman understanding on the 
unwritten agreement where 
power shifts from one senatorial 
district to another after every 
eight years given the fact that a 
particular governor has to do 
two tenures. I think that the next 
dispensation will still be the 
same despite that there are 
agitations here and there.  
Remember that even in the past 
when the zoning system still 
remained untouched that people 
from other senatorial districts 
also contested. Of  course, as we 
said, it is unwritten agreement, 
that is a gentleman agreement. 
Not binding constitutionally on 
people stating that people from 
the other senatorial districts 
should not contest. People are 
free to contest but based on the 
fact that the agreement has been 
in place, people believed that 
politicians in Enugu should 
respect it but we are not taking it 
for granted.

 PDP at the national level 
said there is no zoning and if it 
is brought down to states, are 
you comfortable if zoning is 
removed in Enugu State in 
2023?

As I said in my opening 
s p e e c h ,  t h e  b e s t  c r o p  o f  
politicians should emerge. I 
know that the Enugu East 

Senatorial District where the 
zoning will  favour in this 
dispensation has a lot of  reliable 
and credible politicians that can 
em erge.  Bu t  peop le  have 
reasoned in the past, if  for any 
reason we don't have competent 
people from Enugu East, why 
won't the process be elongated, 
made more  omnibuses  to 
accommodate other people from 
other senatorial districts. If, that 
is the argument it is not bad but 
then, the fact that Enugu East 
can produce some people 
credible enough for the position 
of  governor, if  that gentleman 
agreement is still respected, it's 
still a good one.  And the 
national stating that it should not 
zone the presidential ticket to 
south East as the zone has 
clamoured, gives a lot of  worry 
owing to the fact that South East 
has been short-changed in the 
national politics. The only 
a l t e r na t ive  i t  has  now i s 
something that can calm down 
the agitations of  the people to 
see that Easterners are a part of  
the ongoing political system. I 
still believe that in the course of  
time things may change and they 
may eventually consider South 
East flying the presidential flag. 

 Critics of zoning system 
contend that it is undemocratic 
and does not produce the best 
candidate as meritocracy is 
sacrificed on the altar of 
rotation. How do you respond 

to this?

  Democracy is a process 
that allows people to exercise 
their franchise. So, if  you try as 
much as possible to keep some 
people off  from participating in 
electoral office, It may seem as if  
you have disenfranchised them. 
That's where undemocratic 
might come in inverted coma but 
given the fact, there is an 
agreement that has been adopted 
which is a gentleman agreement, 
which says do this for me and I 
will do that for you. Of  course, 
don't forget there is Alternative 
Dispute Resolution, ADR, 
which allows people to settle 
disputes out of  court. If  people 
can on their own agree that this 
is what we want to do, how 
things will go and have been 
respecting it, I think that is 
morally correct. But if  you want 
to make it more of  constitutional 
thing, it should be thrown open 
to everybody to contest but 
people will now feel why it is in 
my own turn that you're doing 
this? You started this, give it to 
this and to this, now that it is our 
turn, why are we not respecting 
it. I think people should look at it 
holistically.

You have been away from 
this country for many years, 
how are you going to cope with 
the Nigeria type of democracy, 
bearing in mind that in the 
country, money talks. Do you 

have all it takes to fight money-
bags and those who are already 
on ground in Enugu State?

 When things are done on 
m e r i t ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s 
opportunity cost. I know in 
Nigeria you don't wade into 
politics when you're coming 
from outside. Of  course, from 
history, those who came from 
outside are always the best that 
will bring innovations to the 
system because the system is 
moribund as it is. Fresh ideas 
need to be injected in the system 
to revitalize and improve on the 
political system we have now. 
But where people believe that it 
must be money politics and then 
things will go bad. Money must 
change hands, you must share 
money before people will believe 
in you. If  someone comes to 
share money and he gets into 
office you will not see results 
because he feels he has settled 
you. So, it is more logical to 
think that way. The best way for 
the person is for him to replenish 
what he has disbursed during the 
process of  election. But if  
someone works with you as a 
team and eventually you get into 
power, it becomes something 
that makes you a stakeholder in 
the arrangement. He has not 
paid you and it's your own right 
to request for what is yours. So, 
implore the electorate not to 
look at money as a tent of  voting 
for someone. If  you believe in 
someone’s credibility, you 
should be able to access the 
person. Based on that, you cast 
your vote and you will get full 
return in that regards. I think 
going specifically on your 
question, if  I have the financial 
muscle, well, if  everything is 
done the way it should be, I 
should be able to compete 
favourably with any politician in 
Niger ia .  So,  I  th ink  i t  i s 
important for people to know 
that money is not the main thing 
but credibility counts.

 May we have a brief 
insight on the programs you 
have for the people of Enugu 
state?

I have always said this to 
many people. There are aspects 
of  governance people should 
begin to thinker with, good 
governance brings about good 
education, roads, makes priority, 
access to portable drinking 
wa t e r,  e l e c t r i c i t y,  m a k e s 
provision for good healthcare 
system, cares for the elderly, like 
pensioners, it entails to respect 
t h e  r i g h t  o f  e v e r y b o d y. 
Everybody is equal before the 
law. The law deals with the poor 
as well as the rich just the same 

By Chuma Austin

Continues on Pg. 11

Prof Nnaji
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way. There is no discrimination 
before the law, so there should be 
no discrimination when it comes 
to social utility, social amenities. 
So, I believe that government 
should be a holistic thing 
because  democracy  i s  an 
amalgamation of  two equals, 
demos and cratos. So I believe 
working in tandem is what 
required, people should see 
themselves as stakeholders. It's 
not about the other person but 
about us. Not about them. 
People should think intrinsically 
not extrinsically in other to think 
that they are part of  solution not 
part of  problem.

 From 1999 to now, elected 
g o v e r n o r s  c a m e  i n t o 
g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h 
godfathers. Do you have any 
godfather to make you realize 
your dream in 2023?

 I always say, cronyism is in 
the bane of  politics and it also 
helps. If  you're going to apply for 
a job and someone who taught 
you in school or have worked 
with you somewhere earlier 
before the present employment 
w r i t e s  a  l e t t e r  o f  
recommendation, it's not bad. 
It's just writing that he knows Mr 
A and he is capable of  doing this 
and doing that. It is like when 
you are pursuing a post graduate 
course and your lecturer writes a 
letter of  recommendation for 
y o u ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  y o u ' r e 
academically sound, it's not bad. 
So, when an older politician, 
who has been in the sphere 
recommends somebody, it's not a 
bad thing but when it is bad is 
when there is imposition. Where 
you think that this person must 
be there whether people like it or 
not is not true democracy. So, 
cronyism has two parts, given 
what is merited and being not 
merited. If  it's not merited, that 
is where is bad but where it is 
merited that calls for joy.

 In Enugu state like any 
other state we have a high rate 
of unemployment. In concrete 
terms, how will you address 
this nagging issue?

I have always said time and 
again that government is the last 
bus stop. Why, because, it takes a 
good political will for the 
economy to be robust. Where the 
political will is not strong despite 
the political model you have will 
crash, any innovative idea will 
crash, any entrepreneur idea will 
crash. So, government has to put 
policies in place. If  these policies 
are well enunciated, people can 
run their own firm, business and 
can run their outfit without 
disturbances from anywhere. 
Government is in charge to push 
some of  these laws to the 
common man and where it's 
stringent the businesses will not 
thrive. If  these laws are people 

friendly, businesses will thrive. I 
don ' t  r ea l ly  suppor t  tha t 
government must give people 
money. You must have very 
viable proposal that government 
can sponsor or support both 
directly or indirectly. These are 
some of  the things we can look 
into. I believe that people who 
are having interest in governance 
should perceive to know how 
and where policies should be 
m o d i f i e d  t o  s u i t  c e r t a i n 
businesses.

W h a t  i s  t h e  s p i r i t 
motivating you to become the 
governor of Enugu State in 
2023?

 Well, it's very important 
question that people should 
know why they inspire and 
for what they inspire. I have 
watched the Enugu state 
policies from the sidelines 
for a long time and seen 
where people did what is 
r ight  and what  was 
wrong. I have seen most 
of  the game and know 
where most of  the 
errors are. Just as a 
coach will squat 
and watch his team 
playing, after half  
time will address 
the errors. I have 
taking a long haul of  trying to 
access some of  these errors and 
now not thinking of  where to do 
something different but better. 
Because difference might not 
necessary mean better.  This is so 
because difference might mean 
going from bad to worse. It must 
be something better than what 
exists. 

If  the governorship is 
thrown open to the three 
senatorial zones, will you still 
contest?

 Yes. Of  course I will 
contest. There is nothing that 
will stop me from contesting. Let 
the best emerge. As long as it is 
the best no problem. But then, 
the fact that people are not 
looking out for the best, they are 
there to install a stooge that is not 
a fair system. Whether it is 
thrown open to the entire three 
senatorial zones or restricted to 
my zone which is Enugu East, I 
will still be in the race.

 X-raying you critically, 
one finds it difficult to locate 
you politically. Do we see you 
as  someone coming from 
Ebeano, Gburugburu or Ikeoha 
the three major  polit ical 
structures in the state?  Are any 
of these platforms backing you? 

I am not in any of  the three. 
The reason is that if  I say that I 
am from this one or the other 
one, it will be as if  am going to do 
exactly what the person has 
d o n e.  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  d o 

something that is  entirely 
different. Out of  the three you 
mentioned, I have their best parts 
and will bring my best part to 
become a fourth action to form a 
holistic number. It will not be a 
mediocrity kind of  thing but 
something more fundamental.

 One thing is having 
ambi t ion  and  another  i s 
realizing it. How are you going 
to feel if someone like Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu is elected at 
the PDP primary? Will you 
decamp to another party to 
advance your dream?

 I have not given it a 
thought that I have to move from 
one party to another but it 
depends on the driving force. 
Governorship is not a do or die 
thing, anybody can emerge. It 
can either be Ike Ekweremadu, 
me or any other person, but all 
that I am saying is that Enugu 
State deserves the best. It's not 
the matter of  who emerges but 
the best that should emerge.

Since the inception of the 
4th republic in 1999, the PDP 
has held sway in the five states 
of South East but now they have 
o n l y  b u t  t w o .  A r e  y o u 
c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e 
development?

 Pol i t ica l  par ty  i s  an 
animate. It's the human beings in 
the party that make the party 
what it is. If  people begin to jump 
from party to another, I begin to 
doubt the credibility of  those 
people because if  you sit there 

you can actually achieve what 
you planned for your people. 
Governor David Umahi has 
been doing well in Ebonyi State, 
I visited there and I saw what he 
d i d  i n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development. It must not be the 
party that will make you a better 
governor but what you believe in 
yourself  that will make you 
deliver the message. If  you move 
from party B to A and you don't 
have any ideology for tour 
people, you cannot send any 
message.

There is this belief that 
there is no political ideology in 
Nigeria. Do you have anything 
contrary to the assertion?

It depends on the point of  
view of  the speaker.  Nigerians 
have good ideology but what has 
broken the peoples' ideology in 
Nigeria is the issue of  money. 
People know what is right but 
because of  money have chosen 
the wrong way. Nigerians visit 
outside the country and acquire 
the best knowledge ever but 
when they return to the country 
they begin to set aside what they 
leant and say is Nigerian factor. 
There is always a Nigerian factor 
to it. This is where the question 
of  steadfastness comes in. So, 
the ideology is there. I don't want 
t o  s o u n d  l i k e  a  p o l i t i c a l 
demagogue but of  course I am. 
If  people think that when you do 
it the way it is done in Europe 
that we are trying to be more 
Western, that will be wrong 
because there is a little bit of  
conscience in applying it. So, I 

think people can learn from what 
happens over there and try to put 
it in place in our own country. 
These are the things that can 
sustain our democracy at large.

 Do you think Federal 
Government is addressing the 
issue of insecurity properly?

 The Federal Government 
is not addressing the issue of  
insecurity properly. It's very 
worrisome because I do not see a 
situation where you wake up and 
people have been kidnapped 
here, the next moment they will 
kidnap the other side. Is it trade 

by barter? They kidnap, 
negotiate and pay money. 

It has to stop. A country 
where banditry has 

turned into business 
was not the dream 
of  the Founding 
fathers. Security 
o f  l i f e  a n d 
property is the 
p r i m a r y 
responsibility of  
government. If  
the government 
fails in business, 
it is better as 
they have no 
business being 
there. The first 

and foremost 
responsibility of  

government is security of  life not 
the type of  food to eat. People 
will always find a way to eat. 
Security should be paramount. 
Government has the money to 
buy the equipment and provide 
security. Individuals are not 
equ ipped  to  f i gh t  war  o r 
insurgency. It is only left for 
government to provide security 
for the masses and of  they are 
not doing that, they have failed.

 On Igbo Presidency, do 
you think it is feasible in 2023?

Yes. It's feasible because a 
lot of  permutations are ongoing 
now and at the nick of  time 
things will fall into place.

How do  you  see  the  
Indigenous People of Biafra 
(IPOB) agitation as well a push 
by  o t h e r  p r o - d e m o c r a c y 
movements?

 Every agitation requires 
a t tent ion  by  gover nment . 
Government can find out what 
can be done to stop the agitation. 
Those agitating have reasons for 
agitation. What could be wrong 
is doing such in a militaristic 
manner. Every agitation should 
be looked into and people should 
be talked to and find a middle 
ground. It could be that if  an 
Igbo president emerges, the 
restiveness of  any group in that 
line will eventually be a thing of  
the past. I believe that there must 
be something that can be done to 
address the issue. Government 
cannot over look the issue.

...I 'll make Enugu great – Prof Nnaji
Continued from Pg. 10

Prof NnajiProf NnajiProf Nnaji
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Members of the 12th executive committee members of the Nigeria Society of Engineers after their 
inauguration held in Awka, Anambra State.

Collapsed bridge
repaired, reopened
for commuters
From Dan Maduagwu

Repaired Nmuri Bai-
ley Bridge along 

Umuahia Bende Ozu 
Abam Ohafia Road has 
been declared fit for hu-
man and vehicular move-
ment by officials of  Fed-
eral Road Maintenance 
Agency (FERMA)

The bridge collapsed 
in early part of  2020, 
grounding vehicular 
movement and affecting 
economic fortunes of  the 
surrounding communi-
ties in Abam, Ohafia and 
Bende, especially farmers 
and traders.

Many agric produce 
harvested in farms were 
not also conveyed to 
urban areas for sale be-
cause of  the collapsed 
bridge, thereby leaving 
most farmers and traders 
in penury.

But the interventions 
of  Hon. Uko Nkole, the 
member representing 
Arochukwu/Ohafia fed-
eral constituency attract-
ed FERMA and federal 
ministry of  works and 
Housing to begin a re-
construction works on 
the collapsed bridge.

This led to a temporary 
closing down of  the road 
in March to enable FER-
MA begin and complete 
necessary repairs.

Nkole, however, prom-
ised that works had start-
ed on a new concrete 
bridge which could carry 
heavy vehicles, adding 
that the contract would 
soon be completed. He 
equally commended the 
traditional rulers of  the 
affected communities 
and their subjects for 
their patience.

From Ovat Mike,
 Onitsha

M
embers of  the 
National As-
sembly Joint 

Committee on Aviation 
have expressed satisfac-
tion on the quality of 
work going on at the 
International airport 
Umueri, Anambra state 
and commended Gov-
ernor Willie Obiano for 
embarking on the pro-
ject.
News Echo gathered 

that governor Obiano 
had taken the NASS 
Committee members 
and other stakeholders 
on a facility tour around 
the airport over the 
weekend to see the pro-
gress of  work been exe-
cuted by the Anambra 
state government.
Speaking after the 

tour, the chairman of  
the committee, Senator 
Smart Adeyemi said 
they were impressed 
with the quality of  work 
seen in the airport and 
described the project as 
a masterpiece  which 
will elevate the status of  
both the citizenry and 
revenue of  the state.
He said, “Aviation in-

dustry is a key social and 
economic development 
of  any country. It is very 
important for the devel-

National Assembly’s joint Committee 
on Aviation commends Obiano

opment of  a nation. By 
my observation this is 
one of  the best airport. 
I have travelled to sev-
eral countries and I am 
not in doubt. I have seen 
the infrastructure and a 
lot of  other things going 
on.
He expressed worry 

that most airports in 
Nigeria are not viable, 
suggesting that for them 
to be viable, they should 
handle many passen-
gers, adding that La-
gos airport contributes 
about 65 percent of  rev-
enue to the state.
According to Senator 

Adeyemi, whoever will 
succeed Governor Obi-
ano has a lot of  job to 
do, it is for him to en-
sure that the airport is 
viable. He should talk 
about importation and 
servicing of  goods. I 
was impressed some 
years ago when the gov-
ernor talked about ex-
porting food items from 
the state.
He added, “There is 

need to have a supervi-
sory company to look 
at what is been done in 
the airport so that by the 
time you vacate office, 
they will be able to see 
to the maintenance of  
the project”.
While commending 

Obiano for undertak-

ing the project which 
he further described as 
a centre of  investment, 
he noted that the critical 
aspect of  the airport is 

security.
Earlier in his address, 

Governor Obiano who 
described the airport as 
a land mark for Anam-

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra state 
Command of  the 
Nigeria Security 

and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) has deployed 
a total of  one thousand 
nine hundred and thirty 
six of  its personnel to en-
sure adequate protection 
of  lives and property dur-
ing and after the Easter 
celebration.

This was disclosed in 
a press release signed 
by the Public Relations 
Officer Anambra State 

NSCDC deploys 1,936 
officers for Easter celebration

Command, ASC Oka-
digbo Edwin where he 
stated that; “In view of  
the forthcoming Easter 
celebration on Sunday, 
the State Commandant 
of  NSCDC Anambra 
State Command, Com-
dt. David Bille has as-
surd the good people of  
Anambra State of  the 
command’s readiness to 
perform its statutory re-
sponsibility of  protection 
of  lives and properties of  
innocent citizens in the 
State during the Easter 
celebration”.

To this effect, “the state 

commandant has ordered 
the deployment of  one 
thousand nine hundred 
and thirty six (1,936) of-
ficers and men drawn 
from Counter Terrorism 
Unit (CTU), Chemical 
Biological Radioactive 
Nuclear and Energy unit 
(CBRNE), Disaster Rre-
sponse Unit, Medical, 
Crisis Management Unit, 
Special Force, Anti-Van-
dalism Unit and Critical 
Protection Unit (CIPU) 
to ensure adequate pro-
tection during and after 
the Easter celebration”.

bra state and the South-
East, assured that it will 
be opened in April this 
year.
He said the facilities in-

cluding the arrival hall, 
terminal, the control 
tower, apron, car park 
and the departure hall 
are all ready for use.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A
bout eight per-
sons are feared 
dead in a bloody 

clash between suspected 
herdsmen and villagers 
in Adani community in 
Uzo-Uwani Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Enugu 
State.

Reports from the area 
had it that gunmen sus-
pected to be herdsmen 
struck the Enugu Com-
munity on wee hours of  
Sunday killing eight vil-
lagers.

Following the report, 
the Enugu State Commis-
sioner of  Police, Moham-
med Ndatsu Aliyu led a 
team of  Security Agen-
cies in the State to the 
troubled community on 
Monday.

The security team and 
the Executive Chairman 
of  Uzo-Uwani Local 
Government Area accom-
panied the team to Com-
munity for on-the-spot as-
sessment of  the violence.

The visiting team con-
firmed the death of  6 per-
sons and gunshots inju-
ries by two others as well 
as the burning down of  

8 persons feared dead in herdsmen,
villagers clash in Enugu community

some shops and destruc-
tion of  property.

The Commissioner 
while calling for calm, 
ordered the State CID to 
conduct tacit investiga-
tion to identify and bring 
perpetrators of  the unfor-
tunate incident to book.

He further reassured the 
commitment of  the Com-
mand to collaborate with 
sister security agencies 
and relevant stakeholders 

in the Community to avert 
reoccurrence of  the vio-
lence.

He also pleaded with 
members of  the Commu-
nity to be their brothers’ 
keeper and eschew acts 
of  violence, even as the 
Police meticulously inves-
tigate the case.

In his remarks, the Ex-
ecutive Chairman of  the 
Local Government Area, 
Hon. Chukwudi Celestine 

Nnadozie, thanked the 
police and other security 
agencies for the quick in-
tervention, which helped 
in restoring normalcy in 
the area.

He specially thanked the 
CP and Heads of  other 
security agencies for em-
barking on the trip, noting 
that it would further help 
to restore a sense of  confi-
dence in the people of  the 
community.
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By Chinyere Nwaneri

A 
group of  Imo law-
yers under the ae-
gis of  Imo Progres-

sive Lawyers Association 
(IPLA) has condemned the 
role of  Gov Hope Uzodim-
ma for the brutish military 
operations in Orlu area of 
Imo State. 

Imo governor it would be 
recalled had admitted invit-
ing the military to flush out 
what he called ”hoodlums 
and mercenaries in Orlu 
and environs in the name 
of  protecting the natives 
from invading herdsmen”.

They made the condem-
nation in a Press statement 
jointly signed by its Pres-
ident, Christopher Okeke 
and Publicity Secretary, 
Mathias Emeribe and 

availed the News Echo.
While lambasting the 

Orlu governor, they noted 
that Imo has been histor-
ically marginalized with 
almost non-existent federal 
presence, huge infrastruc-
tural deficits, over-policing, 
high-handed military oper-
ations resulting in excessive 
brutality, arrests and extor-
tion of  indigenes and resi-
dents alike.  
Excerpts of  the statement 
reads: “Why invite the Ni-
gerian Army—known for 
their extremely violent and 
coercive approach to law 
enforcement—into purely 
localized tensions? If  the 
hoodlums and mercenaries 
were indeed acting to pro-
tect the people from herds-
men, does that suggest that 
Imo Governor is fully in 

Imo flags-off BHCP enrollment, 400
persons to benefit
By Jennifer John 

I
mo State Governor, 
Senator Hope Uzod-
imma has flagged off  

the enrollment into the 
federal government’s Basic 
Healthcare Provision Fund 
(BHCPF) for Imo people.

Speaking during the flag 
off, Uzodimma said preg-
nant women, children un-
der five years, the elderly 
and physically challenged 
Imo state citizens will be 
enrolled in the coming 
weeks to benefit from the 
programme.

Uzodimma assured that 
the enrollment would 
ensure access to quality 
health care, irrespective of  
status but that the focus of  

the first phase was on the 
vulnerable persons in the 
state, stressing that only 
those registered in the pro-
gramme will benefit from 
it.

The Commissioner for 
Health Dr. Bartholomew 
Okorochukwu in his ad-
dress said the Basic Health-
care Provision Fund BH-
CPF was set up to protect 
Nigerians from the ad-
verse effects of  financial 
shocks arising from very 
high payment for health 
care services. Okorochuk-
wu commended Gover-
nor Uzodimma for keying 
into the initiative through 
the State Health Insurance 
Agency in collaboration 
with the state Primary 

Health Care Development 
Agency and National 
Health Insurance Scheme 
in commencing the first 
phase of  a state- wide en-
rollment exercise for eligi-
ble persons who are under 
the vulnerable group.

The state coordinator, 
National Health Insurance 
Scheme, Dr.  Uchenna Ew-
elike who was represented, 
explained that the NHIS, is 
saddled with the responsi-
bility of  fund disbursement 
to all the states, especial-
ly the provision of  basic 
healthcare funds, technical 
support, accreditation, en-
rollment and validation to 
the states.

He disclosed that in  2021,  
4 million people nationwide 
are targeted for the recently 

flagged off  group, Individu-
al and family social health 
insurance scheme (GIF-
SHIP) with Imo state con-
tributing 111,574 persons 
in addition to the enroll-
ment of  vulnerable persons 
into the Basic Healthcare 
Provision Fund BHCPF.

The Executive Chairman 
of  State Health Insurance 
Agency, Dr. John Onyeo-
koro and his counterpart 
in the state Primary Health 
Care Development Agency, 
Rev. Sister Maria Joanes 
Uzoma called on good 
spirited wealthy citizens 
to support the programme 
by helping to pay for more 
indigent people from their 
communities as it should 
not be left alone for govern-
ment.

Imo lawyers query Uzodimma 
on Orlu killings

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu during the inaugural convocation ceremony of Clifford University, 
Abia State, on Sunday.

support of  the activities of 
herdsmen unleashing ter-
ror, mayhem and irrepara-
ble destruction of  lives and 
crops in Orlu? 

“Again, does that also 
suggest that the Governor 
finds herdsmen deserving 
of  security and military 
protection, while Imo indi-
genes are left at the mercy 
of  bandits? We demand ur-
gent answers to these ques-
tions.

 “The way Imo State 
Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodinma handled this 
matter—and his body lan-
guage—have continued 
to fuel wild speculations, 
forcing many to begin to 
interrogate his relationship 
with Fulani herdsmen and 
their activities in Orlu in 
particular and Imo State 

in general. Many Imo indi-
genes are still in shock and 
wonder why the security of 
herdsmen should occupy a 
higher place in the gover-
nor’s scale of  preferences 
over and above Ndi Imo 
and Ndi Igbo. 

 “Because of  his poor 
handling of  the Orlu cri-
sis, many children have 
been rendered orphans, 
fatherless, and motherless. 
If  unchecked, the general 
atmosphere of  anger and 
suspicion will provide a fer-
tile ground for anti-Hope 
Uzodinma sentiments to 
flourish.

Considering the above, 
IPLA urges Imo State gov-
ernor to take steps to do as 
follows:

“To take a firm stance 
against the violations of 

Imo citizens’ rights to life, 
dignity, privacy, property 
and movement, to take ur-
gent steps towards protect-
ing unarmed rural commu-
nities in Orlu environs from 
violent attacks, particularly 
the brutal invasion of  com-
munities by herdsmen and 
security forces.

“They also asked him 
to provide psychosocial 

support and financial as-
sistance to all those dis-
proportionately affected by 
this Orlu crisis, especially 
school children, market 
women, local farmers, 
whose education and liveli-
hoods have been disrupted 
or destroyed as a result of 
the incessant violent at-
tacks and curfews in their 
communities.

Media professionals call for 
promotion of family planning 
to mortality rate
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

W
omen of  child 
bearing age have 
been urged t o 

embrace family planning 
to prevent maternal, infant 
and child mortality in An-
ambra state.

The state media Focal 
Person of  a group, Devel-
opment Network (DN), 
Mrs. Franca Maduike 
made  the call during a 
one day review meeting 
aimed at strengthening the 
already built capacity of  
government, information 
officers and journalists 
from electronic media and 
bloggers held in Awka, 

over the weekend.
Madike who is also An-

ambra State Broadcasting 
Service (ABS) UNICEF 
desk officer, explained that 
family planning is one of  
the most cost effective way 
to prevent maternal, infant 
and child mortality.

She appealed to husband 
and mother inlaws to give 
adequate support and en-
couragement to their wives 
to promote family plan-
ning. 

According to her, fami-
ly planning  help women 
of  reproductive age to de-
termine the number and 
spacing of  their children 
and prevent unintended 
pregnancies and abortions.

From Karen James,
 Nnewi

I
n its bid to restore 
peace and tranquility in 
the crises torn Nawfia 

community, Njikoka Local 
Government Area, Anam-
bra state, the State Govern-
ment last week allegedly 
cancelled the purported 
planned kangaroo election 
billed to be held last week 
in the said community. 

In a two-page letter can-
celling the conduct of  the 
election which was sent to 
the community President 
General, people of  the 
Area and to the attention 
of  Chief  Nathan Enemuo/
comrade Tony Obiesili, by 
the Commissioner for Lo-
cal Government, Chief-
taincy and Community 
Affairs, Hon. Greg I. Obi, 
he said, “the said election 
is hereby cancelled”.

The title of  the letter read 
thus, “Re-Re; Notification 
regarding fixture of  March 
26, 2021 for the holding of  
election by Nawfia town 

Anambra govt cancels Nawfia
Igweship election over crises, 
security threats

indigenes to elect a new 
Igwe of  Nawfia (Eze Naw-
fia) at Nawfia town hall in 
line with the constitution 
of  Nawfia town, 2013 and 
other extant applicable 
laws”.

In the cancellation let-
ter the Commissioner 
recalled, “I refer to your 
letter dated 22nd March, 
2021 and received on 23rd 
March, 2021 on the above 
subject matter and hereby 
convey to you the state 
Government decision as 
follows, that the said elec-
tion is hereby cancelled”.

Giving reasons for the 
cancellation he hinted 
that, “the cancellation is 
necessitated by petitions 
before the state Govern-
ment alleging violation 
of  the town’s constitution 
and laid down procedure 
for Igweship election” He 
added further that, “there 
is imminent security 
threat regarding the elec-
tion which can give rise 
to breakdown of  law and 
order”.



isitation panel set up by 

VGovernor Okezie Ikpeazu 
in 2020 to review the 

activities of  Abia State University, 
Uturu from 2011 to 2020 has hit 
the ground running.

The visitation panel, headed 
by a Senior Advocate of  Nigeria 
(SAN), Chief  J.U.K Igwe, was set 
up by Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
after series of  protests were carried 
out by various labour unions of  the 
institution. 

The panel was charged with 
reviewing the academic program 
with a view to ascertain the 
relevance and whether or not they 
are in line with the 21st century 
demands on education.

I t  w i l l  a l s o  r ev i ew  t h e 
guidance for admission and 
implementat ion,  rev iew a l l 
financial transactions from 2011 to 
2020, and look into adequacy of  
staffing in both academics and 
otherwise. To consider the state of  
infrastructure in the institution, 
review administrative policies in 
terms of  staff  welfare, promotion 
a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s i d e r  s t a f f  
development in terms of  training 
and research.

The visitation panel is also 
mandated  to  look  in to  the 
qua l i f i ca t ion  o f  academics 
whe the r  i t  mee t s  Na t iona l 
University Commission (NUC) 
r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t o  m a k e 
necessary recommendations on 
any other matter incidental or 
considered relevant to the growth 
of  the institution.

The setting up of  the panel by 
the Governor was received with 
relief  by various stakeholders of  
the school, especially the school's 
staff  who saw the Governor's 
intervention as apt and wise, as the 
school was challenged  with 
avalanche of  agitations, coming 
f r o m  a c a d e m i c  s t a f f ,  n o n -
academic staff, students, parents 
and other stakeholders.

Recall that in September 28, 
2020, the Uturu campus of  ABSU  
was rocked by a heavy protest 
mounted by academic and non-
academic staff  of  the school who 
m a r c h e d  r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l 
environment, chanting pro-labour 
union songs and armed with a long 
list of  allegations against the 
management of  the school.

The  protes t ,  l ed  by  the 
Chairman of  Academic Staff  
Union of  University (ASUU), 
A B S U  b r a n c h ,  D r.  V i c t o r 
Nkemdirim, was used to draw the 
attention of  the world to the plight 
of  the staff  of  the university, who, 
according to Nkemdirim, had 
suffered untold hardship under the 
then management of  the school, 
headed by Prof. Uche Ikonne.

Lifting high their placards in 
heavy  hear t s  and  swea t ing 
profusely in the sun, the staff  
alleged that they were being owed 
sa la r i e s  f rom Ju ly  2009  to 
December 2010, totaling N901, 
161, 550.82.

They also demanded the 

payment  o f  N201,  000,000 
cooperative welfare money and 
t h e i r  E a r n e d  A c a d e m i c 
Allowances (EAA).

The staff  equally regretted that 
gratuities of  several months of  
their colleagues had  allegedly not 
b e e n  p a i d  w h i l e  t h e 
implementation of  N30,000 
minimum wage was yet to become 
a reality in the institution.

Not okay with their narration, 
the staff  also called for the payment 
of  accrued interest on seven and 
half  percent contributory pension's 
s c h e m e,  a d d i n g  t h a t  n o n -
remittance of  union check off  dues 
for six months should be looked 
into.

The issue of  employment of  
staff, both academic and non-
academic is  another sal ient 
problem that rocked the school, 
especially during the era of  Prof. 
Ikonne, as some interest groups in 
and outside the school claimed that 
the employment of  staff  in the 
institution did not follow the 
standard process, a claim that was 
faulted by the then VC. 

Critics had claimed that the 
employment process was not only 
flawed, it was also allegedly run in 
favour  of  a particular clan, a claim 
also dismissed by the former VC as 
a blackmail.

Reformation exercises that 
took place in the school also 
resulted in the suspension of  some 
lecturers while a few of  them also 
allegedly resigned their jobs and 
left for other schools. 

Particularly rocked by the 
suspension/resignation brouhaha 
was the department of  Mass 
Communication where some 
suspended lecturers are still 
contesting their fate, even as one of  
them, a top officer is still said to be 
i n  C o u r t ,  d e m a n d i n g  h i s 
reinstatement to the job and 
payment of  damage(s) for his 
alleged illegal and undeserved 
removal.

In 2019, the Abia State House 
of  Assembly had intervened on the 
controversial issue of  exorbitant 
acce p tance  f ee s  r e por ted ly 
imposed on ABSU students by the 
school management. The fees 
which ranged from 70,000 to 
N100,000 depending on the field 
of  study, was stopped by the Abia 
State Parliament, after some 
agitated parents cried out. 

The House in its decision had 
ruled that proper consultations 
were not carried out by the school 
before  dishing out  the new 
acceptance fees regime and this 
made the school to modify the 
acceptance fees to calm frayed 
nerves of  students and parents.

A former Commissioner for 
Finance in Abia State (name 
w i t h h e l d )  w h o  j o i n e d  A l l 
Progressive Congress (APC) in late 
2020, had also claimed that a lot of  
water passed under the bridge in 
terms of  revenue generation and 
utilization in both Abia State 
Polytechnic Aba and Abia State 
University, Uturu.

Another group had also called 

on the former Vice Chancellor of  
ABSU, Prof. Uche Ikonne to 
account for N5b the school was 
said to have received from Tertiary 
Education Fund (TETFUND).

B u t  r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e 
m i s m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f u n d s 
allegations, the former V C, Ikonne 
dismissed them as untrue, insisting 
that ABSU under his leadership 
w i t n e s s e d  t r e m e n d o u s 
transformation. According to him, 
"various projects are ongoing in 
d i f f e r e n t  c a m p u s e s  o f  t h e 
university.

The fund is not released to the 
VC but to the governing council. 
Every university is entitled to 
intervention which TETFUND is 
part of. "Apart from releasing of  
fund to a university, TETFUND 
follows up to make sure that the 
money is utilized for that particular 
stage of  the project. 

If  at a particular stage of   the 
project  is not completed, they 
don't release further funds for the 
next stage of  the project .This is 
how they work; during our time, 
we applied for high impact fund 
which we got three billion naira 

and it was announced in the 
Senate."

He continued, "The projects 
are going on in the three campuses 
of  Uturu, Aba and Umuahia right 
now and they have not been 
completed. For some people to say 
that it was mismanaged means that 
the person does not know how it is 
funded" "We have never gotten 
sponsored research but it happened 
during my time and we got there 
through TETFUND and this has 
been utilized.

"ABSU has become a hub of  
research. Going through our 
laboratories can testify the amount 
of  work we have put into it". 
Ikonne had also during the 31st 
inaugural lecture of  the University, 
held in May by Prof.  Gazie 
O k p a r a ,  2 0 1 7 ,  l i s t e d  h i s 
achievements in the institution, 
which according to him, included 
foreign research partnership, study 
sponsorship for ABSU students 
and those for post graduate studies.

He also announced that 
laboratories in the College of  
Medicine had been equipped, 
while cultism had also received a 

big fight in the institution. Ikonne 
further celebrated that students 
and their parents had a course to 
jubilate as the sale of  hand-outs 
and other poor quality books by 
lecturers had been banned in the 
school. The then VC however, 
regretted that some people went 
round the town claiming that 
studying in ABSU was exorbitant.

He noted that ABSU was 
rather, an affordable place to study 
even as he observed that "some of  
your kids spent their money on 
MMM Ponzi scheme while others 
live in hostels furnished with air 
conditioners, plasma TVs, big 
generator sets yet they come back 
to you parents to claim that ABSU 
is expensive. These, they do 
without explaining to their parents 
that they have spent their school 
fees on frivolities"

However, the visitation panel 
is not expected to probe the tenure 
of  Prof. Uche Ikonne alone, as the 
tenure of  Ikonne's predecessor, 
Prof .  Chibuzor  Ogbuagu is 
captured in the probe period. 
Ogbuagu reigned from 2010 to 
2015 while Ikonne led from 2015 to 
2020.

This means that activities 
which took place during the period 
of  Prof. Ogbuagu would occupy 
about 45� of  the period which 
means his tenure would also be in 
the mirror. The panel has, in the 
meantime, called for memoranda 
from all interested individuals and 
groups, internal and external 
members of  the public who have 
anything to demand or contribute 
to the panel to reach it on or before 
9th April, 2021. 

So far, a source at Office of  the 
Head of  Service, Umuahia, where 
the visitation panel sits, said a lot of  
petitions have been received from 
different parts of  the State. He 
however, refused to disclose the 
Identity of  the petitioners, as 
according to him, such matter is 
treated with utmost confidence.

He however explained that the 
visitation panel was studying the 
letters from various quarters and 
carrying out a fact finding visits to 
the  th ree  campuses  o f  the 
university, to compare and contrast 
p e t i t i o n s  f r o m  a v a i l a b l e 
achievements. The report of  the 
visitation panel is expected to be 
submitted to Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu after the conclusion of  
findings.

For now, it is still not known if  
Pandora's Box will be opened 
through the report, or if  it will 
vindicate the ex-vice chancellors of  
the school.

Another poser is the fact that 
the current Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Maxwell Ogbulu is an immediate-
past Deputy Vice Chancellor of  
ABSU while the ex -VC, Prof. 
Uche Ikonne was a long time 
lecturer in ABSU before becoming 
the Vice Chancellor.

What this shows is that the 
scope of  review of  activities will 
vindicate the ABSU leaders, 
contractors, union leaders, State 
government officials or expose 
their failures.  For now, all eyes of  
stakeholders are on the panel and 
what it could produce.

Page 14

EducationEducationEducation
Wednesday, March 31, 2021

ABSU visitation panel receives petitions,
as stakeholders expect report
By Dan Maduagwu

Prof Maxwell Ogbulu, the new VC of ABSU

Prof Uche Ikonne, ex-VC, ABSUProf Uche Ikonne, ex-VC, ABSUProf Uche Ikonne, ex-VC, ABSU
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r. Okezie Ikpeazu, Abia DSta te  gover nor  has 
urged the first set of  

graduate from the Clifford 
University, Owerrinta (CLU) to 
apply all they learnt in school, 
rather than relying on the 
h o n o u r s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e i r 
certificates.

Ikpeazu made this comment 
d u r i n g  h i s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e 
undergraduates convocation 
ceremony for the award of  degree 
and prizes at Ihie Campus of  
CLU, in Isiala-Ngwa North Local 
Government Area. He said that 
employment opportunities are 
out  there  for  anyone who 

ollowing the impasse in the Fs e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  9 t h 
s u b s t a n t i v e  V i c e -

Chancellor of  the Lagos State 
University, Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu has constituted a 
special visitation panel to the 
varsity. 

The Visitation Panel, in an 
advert dated March 30, 2021, 
therefore, called on relevant 
stakeholders and members of  the 
public to submit their memoranda 
as it reviews the immediate and 
remote causes of  the deadlock 
experienced in the VC selection 
process. 

The advert was signed by the 
Secretary to Visitation Panel, 
Funmilayo Olajide, and it was 
titled, 'Office of  The Special 
Adviser on Education: Special 
Visitation Panel to The Lagos State 
University on The Appointment of  
a Vice-Chancellor'. 

The advert was, however, silent 
on the names of  the members of  
the panel. 

Amongst other things, the 
Visitation Panel has the mandate 
of  the governor: 

“To look at the remote and 
immediate causes for the impasse 
into the selection process and 
procedure for the appointment of  
the 9th Vice-Chancellor for the 
university; 

“To review, in the public 
interest, the relevance or otherwise 
of  the deluge of  petitions against 
1st and 2nd processes for the 
appointment of  the 9th Vice-
Chancellor to the university;

“Examine if  the extant laws of  
the university and other relevant 
guidelines were followed in the 
appointment of  the 9th Vice-
Chancellor; 

“Review and advise on all other 
relevant matters in respect of  the 
process adopted so far for the 
appointment of  the 9th substantive 
Vice-Chancellor for LASU; and 

“ M a k e  o t h e r 
recommendations for the smooth 
running of  the university.” 

The Visitation Panel, therefore, 
invites relevant stakeholders and 
members of  the public in general to 
submit their memoranda in a soft 
copy and 10 hard copies with 
names and contact addresses. 

T h e  h a r d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e 
memoranda are expected to be 
addressed and submitted to, “The 
Secretary, Special Visitation Panel 
to LASU 2021, Office of  The 
Special Adviser on Education, 3rd 
Floor, Ministry Of  Education, 
Block 5, Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.” 

T h e  s o f t  c o p i e s  o f  t h e 
memoranda are also expected to be 
s u b m i t t e d  t o 
visitationpanelforlasu2021@lagos
state.gov.ng. 

Both versions of  memoranda 
are expected to be submitted before 
April 16, 2021.

It was earlier reported that the 
Se na te  o f  the  La g o s  S ta t e 
University appointed Oyedamola 
Oke as the acting vice-chancellor 
of  the institution. 

Oke succeeds Prof. Olanrewaju 
Fagbohun whose five-year tenure 
ended on January 11, 2021. 

Following the expiration of  the 
tenure of  Fagbohun, two different 
processes to select a substantive 
vice-chancellor for the institution 
w e r e  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  a s 
controversies have trailed the 
qualification of  the candidates in 
both selection processes, thus, 
resulting in the cancellation of  
both processes. 

understands what he studied, 
stressing that practice is what the 
society is yearning for and not 
mere certificate.

Ikpeazu said as the first fruits 
of  CLU, the fresh graduates are 
expected to make the institution 
proud, by being useful to the 
society and pursue uprightness 
and justice.  He congratulated the 
66 fresh degree holders and 
announced a cash reward and a 
Masters degree scholarship to the 
best  graduating student of  
biochemistry.

Ikpeazu also announced a 
cash  reward  to  o ther  bes t 
graduating students in all the five 
Faculties of  the University as well 
as cash support to 20 indigent 
students and first 20 students to be 
admitted in the next academic 

h e  w o r d  i s  a  ve r y Tcommon one. It is so 
commonly used that it is 

difficult to believe that such 
mistakes are often made around 
it. 

 Is it not the same pronoun – 
possessive pronoun – that one 
has always used in speech and 
writing? Indeed, let whoever has 
never used 'his' many times raise 
their hand! (I hope you have no 
problem with my use of  'their' 
instead of  'his or her' here. 
Perhaps there will be time to say 
something on this before the end 
of  the class.) 

First: his, not is 
The f irst  problem that 

usually manifests in the handing 
of  'his' is that many pronounce it 
as 'is'. They fail to pronounce the 
H (/h/) that starts it, so that 
there is eventually no difference 
between how 'his' and 'is' sound. 

This is a deficiency many of  
us need to rebuke. I think the 
challenge is rooted in mother 

tongue interference on the part 
of  some of  us. I, for instance, 
know that many Yoruba users 
of  English do face this dilemma 
because although there is /h/ in 
the Yoruba orthography, it 
rarely begins a word. As a result, 
such people are not used to it. 

This is merely a matter of  
explanation, not an excuse for 
anyone not to consciously 
adjust – at least over time. So, 
stop pronouncing 'his' as 'is'. 

Second: Z, not S
The letter s that ends the 

pronoun should be pronounced 
as Z not S. How many of  us 
observe this rule? Too few 
indeed. The word should sound 
as hiZ, not hiS. 

T h i s  s h o w s  a  m a j o r 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e 
pronunciations of  'his' and 'hiss', 
as the latter ends with S. Please 
pronounce both to establish the 
d i f f e r e n c e  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
observation I have made. 

Why does the s in 'his' 
change to Z overnight? The 
reason is that (I don't need to say 
'the reason is because'!) in the 
English phonology rule, 's' is 
often pronounced as Z when it is 

preceded by a vowel. That is 
why is, was, has and wise should 
end with when pronounced. 
Another quick exercise here: 
pronounce is, was, has and wise 
now, making the 's' in them 
come out as Z. Then, ensure you 
continue to do so from now. 

Third: Mind the difference 
between 'his' and 'he's'

Always remember that 'his' 
is a single, independent word 
while 'he's' is the contracted 
form of  'he is'. In other words, 
the latter harbours two content 
words – a noun (subject) and 
verb. Many people mix up the 
expressions because they fail to 
respect the difference. Here is an 
exercise to establish the point: 

If  … not there, let me know. 
(his/he's) 

    … the one who asked me to 
come. (His/He's)

    … sister has travelled. 
(His/He's) 

    This is your ruler; give him … 
(his/he's) 
I hope you know that the 

correct answers, respectively, 
are he's, He's, His and his.

year. 
The Vice Chancellor of  CLU, 

Prof. Chimezie Omeonu took the 
audience to the memory lane by 
narrating how the dream of  
establishing the University was 
actualized.  Omeonu expressed 
gratitude to God, adding that the 
five Faculties in the university: 
Humanities, Science, Social 
S c i e n c e  a n d  M a n a ge m e n t 
Science, Basic Medical Sciences 

and Law are ready to send best 
students to employers of  labour.

He said, "We train the whole 
being in what I call education of  
the 5Hs. H-1 is for Hand, H-2 is 
for Head, H-3 is for Heart, H-4 is 
for Human Relations, while H-5 
is for Heaven that is eternity. This 
is holistic education. This is why 
it seems we have many rules on 
campus. 

"These graduating students 
today will grow and develop to 
become sources of  motivation to 
themselves, sources of  joy to their 

parents; sources of  faithful 
service to God, sources of  good 
public image to Nigeria, and 
s o u r c e s  o f  u p l i f t m e n t  t o 
humanity."

O m e o n u  s p e c i f i c a l l y 
thanked Dr. Adedeji Adeleke, the 
proprietor and Chancellor of  
Adeleke University in Osun State 
for coming to the aid of  Clifford 
University when the institution's 
finance went down. 

"From March 2018, this 
servant of  the Lord has donated 
N147 million to this institution. 
In addition to this is the award of  
105 scholarships beginning from 
this session to indigent students 
from the East, West, North and 
South of  Nigeria. 

"What else can an individual 
do to help an institution? We pray 
that he that lives to give, will live 
to receive from the Almighty. 
Thank you Dr. Adeleke for being 
there for us always and sacrificing 
f o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h i s 
University," he said.

Speaking on behalf  of  the 
Alpha Graduating Class of  2020, 
the President,  Mr. Charles 
Madukoma said that Clifford 
University gave them the best and 
by all standard can be described 
as best among equals, a school 
a n c h o r e d  o n  h o l i s t i c , 
harmonious education through 
the integration of  faith and 
learning for redemption and 
restoration of  humans.  

News Echo reports that 
Clifford University is the second 
University owned by the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church after 
Babcock University. 

Clifford University got its 
a p p r o v a l  o n  t h e  2 n d  o f  
November, 2016 and started 
classes and lectures on the 5th of  
March 2017 and did its maiden 
convocation ceremony on the 
28th of  March, 2021.

Look beyond beautiful certificates, Ikpeazu
charges CLU fresh graduates
…We focus on 5H education - VC
From Nonye Udumiri,
Aba

LASU VC selection:
Sanwo-Olu's visitation
panel calls for
memoranda

Three errors you commit
using 'his'
By Akeem Lasisi

New graduates of Clifford UniversityNew graduates of Clifford UniversityNew graduates of Clifford University
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t is no longer news that IChimaobi Ebisike of  the 
People's Democratic Party 

(PDP) was declared the winner 
in the March 27th, Aba North 
and Aba South  Federa l  
Constituency bye-election by 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC)
However, one unfortunate thing 
that will remain news for 
everyone interested in politics in 
Abia State, South East and the 
e n t i r e  N i g e r i a  i s  t h e  
embarrassing voter apathy 
recorded in the just concluded 
Aba bye-election. 
Declaring the results at the 
INEC collation centre at the 
Constitution Crescent, Aba 
South Local Government Area, 
the Constituency returning 
officer for the bye-election, 
Prof. Felix Obata, announced 
that Chimaobi Ebisike of  PDP 
polled a total of  10,322 votes to 
defeat Mascot Uzor-Kalu of  
APC who polled 3, 674 votes. 
G o i n g  f u r t h e r  i n  h i s  
announcement, Prof. Obata 
announced that the total 
number of  votes cast were 
16,017 while 245 votes were 

rejected, therefore confirming 
Chimaobi Ebisike of  the PDP 
as the winner of  the bye-
election. 
The 16,017 votes includes the 
votes gathered by other political 
parties like All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), 
Action Alliance (AA) and 
others who participated in the 
election.
To a typical Nigerian politician, 
defeating your opponent with 
6648 votes ahead is a landslide 
victory. Obviously, that is what 
it should be under normal 
circumstances, but was the 
number of  votes cast in the just 
concluded Aba North and Aba 
South Federal Constituency 
bye-election normal?
For a city with a population of  
over two million (2 million) 
people to get an embarrassing 
vote of  sixteen thousand, 
seventeen votes (16, 017 votes) 
in an election that brought too 
many panic and noise making is 
not a good sign for politics.
Yes, some may argue that out of  
the over two million people in 
Aba, a good number are 
residents of  Osisioma Ngwa 

LGA, Obingwa LGA and 
Ugwunagbo LGA, as truthful 
as that may sound, Aba South 
and Aba North LGA on their 
own still harbour over 1.5 
million people put together. 
News Echo visited various 
wards and polling units in Aba 
Nor th  and South Local  
Government Areas of  the State 
reports that some of  the INEC 
ad-hoc staff  were seen sleeping, 
dozing on duty as a result of  the 
low turnout of  voters.
When our reporter visited 
Osusu Primary School, INEC 
staff  were seen sitting on the 
floor to perform their duties as 
the community could not 
provide them with seats and 
chairs.
At Osusu Hall, unit 34, only 15 
out of  1239 accredited voters 
had voted at the time our 
correspondent visited the 
polling unit.
At unit 4 of  the Golf  course, 
only 15 person had voted at the 
time of  News Echo's visit, while 
10 out of  781 voters at Okigwe 
road primary school voted.
Aba residents with impunity 
flouted the restriction on 

movement order by the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  a s  m a n y  
commercial buses and tricycle 
operators were on the streets 
doing their normal business.
Many residents who spoke to 
News Echo described the low 
turnout of  voters for the 
election as a total rejection of  
the current political structure in 
the land.
"Some years ago, someone 
called for election boycott and 
people were quarreling with 
him all over the entire media in 
Nigeria. Today, even without 
anyone calling for it, I'm 
ashamed to say that Aba is 
politically lost. 
"Nobody should count on Aba 
during any serious election. 
This is disturbing I must 
c o n f e s s .  F r o m  t i m e  
immemorial, whenever Ndigbo 
need block-votes, such votes 
normally come from Aba and 
Onitsha. With what we're 
witnessing since 2015, 2019 and 
now, Aba has gone down. 
"Maybe because of  terrible 
governance or other factors like 
the Biafra agitation, but 
whatever it is, the earlier we 
rekindle the political hunger in 

Aba before the 2023 general 
election, the better for Ndigbo," 
Barr. Kingsley Obi said after 
casting his vote at Ward-8 Aba 
South. 
Elder Lewis Eme, a voter who 
spoke to News Echo at the 
Osusu Primary School said, "I 
don't blame Aba people at all. 
What do you expect when a 
group of  politicians have 
decided to make life unbearable 
for people. 
"I saw a lot of  young people 
playing football in front of  my 
own house. If  it were before, I'll 
instruct them to follow me 
down to this place because I 
know they all have their PVCs, 
but what will be my justification 
to persuade them? 
"Is it payment of  salaries of  
good governance? Imagine 
politicians begging residents to 
come out and vote with their 
bags of  money, but people 
collected the money and went 
home. 
“Here in Osusu, I saw women 
shouting let me go and get my 
share. After getting it, you'll still 
see them at home. This is 
disturbing."

By Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Voter apathy in 
Aba bye-election: 
Disturbing factor as 
2023 approaches

IkpeazuIkpeazuIkpeazu Kalu Mascot Ebisike
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h i m a o b i  

CI f e a n y i c h u k w u  
Ebis ike  of  the  

Peoples Democratic Party, 
PDP, has been declared 
w i n n e r  o f  t h e  A b a  
Nor th/South Federal  
Constituency bye-election 
for defeating the younger 
brother to the former 
governor Orji Uzor Kalu.

Result of  the election, 
which was held Saturday, 
was announced early hours 
o f  S u n d a y  b y  t h e  
Independent National 
Electoral Commission's 
(INEC) Returning Officer 
for the exercise, Professor 
F i d e l i s  O k p a t a .  H e  
declared that Ebisike 
polled 10,322 votes to 
defeat the All Progressives 
C o n g r e s s ,  ( A P C ) ,  
candidate, Mascot Uzor 
Kalu, who scored 3,674 
votes.

Mascot is the younger 
brother of  Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu who is currently 
representing Abia North 
senatorial district in the 
Re d  C h a m b e r.  O s s y  
Prestige of  APGA was the 
representative of  the 
constituency but he died on 
F e b r u a r y  6  2 0 2 0 ,  
necessi tat ing the by-
election.

The entrance of  Kalu's 
dynasty into the race sent 
jitters into the spine of  
o t h e r  c o n t e s t a n t s ,  
especially the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP). 
However Ebisike remained 
resolute. With the backing 
of  the governor and other 
powers that be in the state. 
He exuded confidence 
about his chances of  
winning the election.

Knowing the caliber of  
the Kalu political dynasty 
will help one understand 
the feat achieved by Mr. 
Chimaobi Ebisike. Orji 
Uzor Kalu was the former 
governor of  Abia State 
who ruled the state for two 
consecutive tenures of  8 
years. His brother, Mascot 
was the Chief  of  Staff  to 
him. Along the line, 
another of  his younger 
brothers, Nnanna Uzor 

Kalu was e lected to 
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
Bende/Isiukwuato federal 
constituency.

Orji Kalu is accused by 
many of  hijacking the APC 
ticket for Mascot his 
y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  a  
development condemned 
by many Abians who 
questioned why Orji Uzor 
Kalu wanted to hijack 
every political position in 
the state to his family. Even 
some APC members in the 
state openly condemned 
the action and saw it as an 
albatross for the APC in the 
election. More so, the fact 
that the Kalu's are not 
ancestral indigenes of  the 
Aba federal constituency 
made Aba/Ngwa people to 
see it as an affront for the 
former governor to attempt 
imposing his brother on 
them, even when the 
governor of  the state hails 
from the area.

Meanwhile with the 

result of  the election, it has 
been congratu la t ions  
ga lore  for  Chimaobi  
E b i s i k e .  I n  h i s  
congratulatory message to 
him, the Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
R t .  H o n  C h i n e d u m  
Enyinnaya Orji, described 
the victory as a clear 
endorsement of  Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu's giant 
strides in infrastructural 
development of  Aba. 

The Speaker who said 
this in a statement made 
available to the media on 
Sunday in Umuahia,  
expressed appreciation to 
Abians, especially the 
y o u t h s  w h o  w e r e  
adequately mobilized for 
the election by party 
stakeholders. He said they 
worked in synergy with the 
party structure.

 “I therefore congratulate 
the Governor, the Deputy 
Governor, Members of  the 
PDP in the State House of  

Assembly, stakeholders of  
the PDP in Aba Federal 
C o n s t i t u e n c y  a n d  
particularly the youths of  
Enyimba City for a job well 
done”, he said.

A l s o  j o i n i n g  i n  
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  a n d  
celebrating the victory of  
Ebisike is the Chancellor of  
Gregory University Uturu, 
Prof. Gregory Ibe, who 
described it as a resounding 
victory.

 He said he was not 
surprised at the huge 
margin of  lead by the PDP 
candidate,  g iven the  
eloquent infrastructural 
development the Governor 
of  Abia State, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu has put in place in 
Aba. “It is only normal that 
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A b a  
r e c i p r o c a t e d  s u c h  
infrastructural gestures by 
voting the PDP” he added.

 Mascot promised not to 
challenge outcome of  the 
bye-election

 The candidate of  the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC), Mascot Kalu, said 
he has accepted the result 
of  the poll.

Reacting to the outcome 
of  the poll, Mr. Kalu ruled 
o u t  l e g a l  a c t i o n  t o  
challenge the result but 
noted that he had enough 
evidence to do so.

I n  a  m e s s a g e  h e  
circulated to reporters in 
Abia, he stated: “Even 
though we have enough 
evidence to reclaim our 
mandate, we won't be 
going to court. “This is to 
a l low the winner  to  
concentrate and provide 
good representation and 
infrastructure to the good 
people of  Aba.

“Once again, I thank the 
Aba people for coming out 
en masse to vote for the 
APC and I congratulate the 
winner, Chimaobi Ebisike 
and PDP. “It is not because 
they won but because it is 
gentlemanly to do so.” 
Kalu, who is the younger 
brother of  the Chief  Whip 
of  the Senate and former 
Abia governor, Orji Kalu, 
decr ied  the  leve l  o f  
“thuggery, violence and 
rigging” that allegedly 
characterized the poll.

He stated that  the 
“ u n f o r t u n a t e  
development” called for “a 
deeper review of  our 
electoral laws”. “Every 
country is peculiar to its 
people. Nigerians should 
support the electoral law 
being amended because it 
will help us to strengthen 
our democracy. “The 
Electoral Act, as it is, 
r ender s  the  secur i ty  
agencies with arms weak in 
the face of  violence at the 
polls and therefore needs a 
revisit,” Kalu added.

He stated that  the 
election was over, and 
appealed to APC members 
and his supporters “to 
accept the outcome of  the 
election in good faith.

“While the opposition 
wanted the election at all 
cost, we chose life over 
bloodshed and, therefore, 
won lives and lost the polls. 
To us, that was a greater 
victory,” he said.

By Uzoma Ogoke

Ebisike, the giant killer

Ebisike
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uper Eagles and Leicester 

SCity midfielder Wilfred 
Ndidi has been ranked as 

s  p a r t  o f  i t s 

Ad e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o 
ensure the National 

Sports Festival holds, the 
Federal Ministry of  Youth and 
Spor ts  Development  has 
swung into action to use Abuja 
as an alternative venue for the 
20th edition of  the National 
Sports Festival, should the need 
arise, according to reports. 

The festival, which has 
suffered several postponements 
due to COVID-19 and paucity 

 vaccination for COVID-

A19 has  been made a 
m a n d a t o r y  e n t r y 

requirement for athletes and 

B Leipzig say they will not Rt a k e  B aye r n  M u n i c h 
l i g h t ly  i n  S a t u r d ay ' s 

Bundesliga showdown despite the 
knee injury that threatens to 
sideline top-scoring striker Robert 
Lewandowski.

“Bayern will have a strong team 
on the pitch – even without 
Lewandowski,” according to 
Leipzig sports director Markus 
Kroesche.

“Basically, you don't wish an 
injury on anyone, but it is already 
the case that we are concentrating 
on our own performance.”

Munich's top-scorer is doubtful 
for Saturday's Bundesliga clash at 
second-placed Leipzig with leaders 

Bayern four points clear on the 
table.

Lewandowski also faces a race to 
be fit for Bayern's Champions 
League quarter-final, first-leg at 
home to Paris Saint Germain on 
April 7.

After scoring twice, he limped off  
during the second-half  of  Poland's 
3-0 win over Andorra in a World 
Cup qualifier on Sunday and then 
flew back to Munich for treatment.

According to the Polish FA, 
Lewandowksi is expected to be out 

for “five to ten 
days”.

He is also out 
o f  P o l a n d ' s 
qualifier against 
E n g l a n d  a t 
We m b l e y  o n 
W e d n e s d a y 
(today).

W i t h o u t 
Lewandowski , 
Bayern's reserve 
s t r i k e r  E r i c 
Maxim Choupo-
M o t i n g  o r 

Germany winger Serge Gnabry 
would be options up front against 
Leipzig.

The Poland striker has netted 35 
goals in 25 league games this 
season to leave him close to Gerd 
Mueller's record of  40 in a single 
Bundesliga season.

Lewandowski, voted FIFA best 
male player of  2020, has hit a total 
of  42 goals in 36 games this season 
for Bayern.

participants at an upcoming major 
sports event in Nigeria.

Organisers of  the Nigerian 
National Sports Festival in Edo 

State, due to begin on Friday 
(April 2), have said all 8,000 
people set to attend the event must 
have been vaccinated no later than 
12 days before the start of  the 

competition.
The rules mean athletes, who 

have not received a jab or refuse to 
have one, will be prevented from 
competing.

Athletes and officials will 
h av e  t o  p r e s e n t  p r o o f  o f  
vaccination in order to be allowed 
to enter the Athletes' Village, 
Organising Committee chairman 
and Deputy Governor in Edo state 
Philip Shaibu has said.

It is thought to be one of  the 
first examples of  a “vaccination 
passport” being included as part of  
the entry conditions for a sports 
event.

O r g a n i s e r s  h a v e  s a i d 
participants must also be tested for 
COVID-19 72 hours prior to their 

arrival.
T h e 

rollout of  
t h e 
AstraZene
c a 
vaccine 
h a s 
s tar ted 
in Nigeria 
f o l l o w i n g 
confusion over 
its deployment.

Sportspeople 
receiving COVID-
19 vaccinations 
h a s  b e e n  a 
contentious topic of  late, with 
some countries refusing to allow 
their competitors to jump the 
queue ahead of  priority groups.

The International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has claimed a 
“significant” number of  Olympic 
teams set to compete at this year's 
postponed Tokyo 2020 Games 
have already been vaccinated.

The IOC has insisted it is not 
mandatory for athletes to be 
vaccinated before the Games and 
even those who have received the 
jab will still have to follow the 
stringent rules set to be in place to 
reduce the risk posed by COVID-
19.

of  funds, is scheduled to hold in 
Benin City, the Edo State 
capital, from April 2 to 14. 

Edo State had complained 
of  lack of  funds in hosting the 
fes t iva l ,  wi th  the  spor t s 
ministry writing the Federal 
Government to assist with 
funds to host the event. 

However, a top official of  
the sports ministry, who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity, 
told our correspondent that not 
willing to be caught napping, 
the ministry was considering 
Abuja as alternative venue for 

the 20th edition of  the sports 
f ies ta ,  fo l lowing a l leged 
dithering by the current hosts 
Edo State. 

Checks confirmed that the 
ministry had started sourcing 
for camping venues to host 
athletes from participating 
states, while the sports festival 
will hold at the Moshood 
Abiola National Stadium, 
Abuja. 

Athletes were originally 
billed to arrive camp in Benin 
City, Edo State on April 2, 
while the opening ceremony 
was scheduled for April 6. 

13th best player in the world 
for the first quarter of  2021 by 
the highly respected CIES 

Football Observatory.
Ndidi has an index of  

85.5 having played 852 
minutes in the first quarter 
of  2021.

The top star in the 
world according to CIES is 
Lionel Messi of  Barcelona, 
whose index is 92.5 after he 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
ministry official, the Edo 
State Government indicated 
its desire to back out of  
hosting the Games at the last 
moment unless the Federal 
Government provided the 
financial support to offset 
t h e  c o s t  o f  p r e v i o u s 
postponements of  the sports 
fiesta. 

“All necessary boxes 
have been ticked and what 
r e m a i n s  n o w  i s  t h e 
assurance (from the FG),” 
the source said.

clocked 998 minutes of  
action.

This crowns him as 
the third best player in the 
Premier League ahead of  
the likes of  Harry Kane, 
Luke Shaw and Thiago 
Alcantara.

Some of  the other top-
ranked stars are Robert 
L e w a n d o w s k i 
(Bayern Munich, 
89.5 index/1106 
m i n u t e s ) , 
J o r g i n h o 
( C h e l s e a , 
8 9 . 5 / 7 9 9 
m i n u t e s ) , 
Ruben Diaz 
(Manchester 
C i t y , 
89.4/1335 
m i n u t e s ) 
a n d 
C r i s t i a n o 
R o n a l d o 
( J u v e n t u s , 
89.3/1191 minutes).

SPORTS
Ndidi ranked 13 best player in the world

National Sports Festival:
Ministry considering
Abuja to replace Edo
as host

COVID-19 vaccination mandatory for
athletes, says officials 

Leipzig wary of Bayern with or without
Lewandowski

Gov. Obaseki unveiling the Edo National Sports Festival mascotGov. Obaseki unveiling the Edo National Sports Festival mascotGov. Obaseki unveiling the Edo National Sports Festival mascot

Ndidi

Lewandowski injured at the weekend



A
fter the c
u r r e n t i
nternati

onal break, the Premier 
League enters what is 
famously referred to as 'the 
money stage'. This is the 
period where teams give 
that final push to get to 
their targets, or at least try 
to salvage something in the 
season. Talk of  salvaging 
the season; three Nigerian 
players are embroiled in the 
relegation fight with their 
teams. There will be no 
more breaks interrupting 
the  remainder  o f  the 
season and matches will 
come thick and fast. So, 
who will help his team stay 
up among Semi Ajayi, Ola 
Aina and Josh Maja? 

Semi Ajayi 
Semi Ajayi plays for 

West Bromwich Albion. 
The former Arsenal Youth 
defender has been a key 
player for the Baggies, 
featuring in 24 of  the 
team's 29 matches so far 
this season. After the 
international break the 
team has nine matches to 
make or break its season. 
At the moment, West Brom 
is losing the fight; with 18 
points garnered so far, the 
team is 10 points below the 
safety line. The team faces 
Chelsea in the next fixture 
and the Blues are tipped 
favorites, which will not go 
down so well with Ajayi's 
ambitions with his team. 

At 1xbet and 22Bet a 
Chelsea win has odds of  
1.23, which are the highest, 
while a draw in this game 
h a s  6 . 9 5  o n  t h e  t wo 
bookmakers with a West 
Brom win topping at 17 on 
William Hill. There are 
r e a d y  o f f e r s  o n 
SportyTrader's betting sites 
l i s t  avai lable  for  new 
customers to stake bets on 
this game. 

Ola Aina 
Aina turns out for 

Fulham, the team closest to 
the safety line and one with 
the most realistic chance of  
escaping the relegation 
trapdoor. The defender has 
previously featured for 
Chelsea before moving out 
to Italy. He just joined 
Fulham this season from 
Italian side, Torino. Aina 
has played 26 matches for 
F u l h a m  t h i s  s e a s o n , 
starting all and getting 
subbed in five. He has 
scored twice and will be 
hoping he can help his 
team bridge the two-point 
gap between them and 
safety,  despite having 
played a game more than 
o t h e r  c o m p e t i t o r s 
s t r u g g l i n g  t o  a v o i d 
relegation. Fulham had the 
best chance to rise from the 
drop zone in their last game 
but they didn't handle it 
well, and lost to Leeds 
U n i t e d .  W i t h  h i s 
e x p e r i e n c e ,  A i n a  i s 

expected to play 
a leading role 
after he break, 
w i t h  F u l h a m 
lined up to take 
on Aston Villa, 
a side that seems 
c o n t e n t 
f i n i s h i n g  i n 
m i d - t a b l e . 
W i t h  a l l 
consideratio
n s  m a d e, 
1 x B e t  i s 
placing 2.37 
o n  a  Vi l l a 
win and 3.46 on a 
Fulham win and same 
is the case with 22Bet, 
the two offering the 
highest odds for that. 
Bwin have a draw at 3.4, 
that being the highest 
a m o n g  t h e 
bookmakers. 

Josh Maja 

Josh Maja 

t u r n s  o u t  f o r 

Fulham, alongside 

Aina. The youngster burst 

to the scene when he scored 

a brace against Everton as 

F u l h a m  r a n  o u t  2 - 0 

winners. It is now seven 

matches since and Josh 

Maja has not found the 

back of  the net again. 

Previously with Bordeaux 

in the French Ligue 1 for 

three seasons, Maja is just 

making a return to England 
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Betting TipsBetting TipsBetting Tips
31/03/21 (WC Q) Germany vs North Macedonia = OVER 

2.5

31/03/21 (WC Q) England vs Poland = 1

31/03/21 ( WC Q) Bosnia & Herzegovina vs France = 2

31/03/21 (WC Q) Spain vs Kosovo = 1

31/03/21 (WC Q) Scotland vs Faroe Islands = 1

31/03/21 (WC Q) Lithuania vs Italy = 2

but this is when he is getting 

a first taste of  the Premier 

League. It will never be easy 

for him, as he is expected to 

lift the team from the drop 

zone, on the positive side, 

his team is just two points 

off.

Mohamed Salah 
has refused to 
pledge his long-

term future to Liverpool, 
insisting 
it is up to 
the club 
to decide.

T h e 
Egyptian
,  2 9 ,  i s 

layers of  Sunshine PStars of  Akure on 
Tuesday  mor ning 

protested non-payment on 
three months salaries and 
other allowances.

The protesting players said 
they have not been paid since 

commencement  o f  the 
2020/2021 NPFL season.

Fans have blamed the poor 
morale as one of  the reasons 
the team have not won any of  
the 11 matches played this 
season.

enjoying another prolific 
c a m p a i g n  d e s p i t e 
L i ve r p o o l ' s  d o m e s t i c 
troubles, having scored 17 

league goals.
Salah is under contract 

until 2023, but that hasn't 
stopped Real Madrid and 

Barcelona from showing an 
interest in his signature.

Speaking to Spanish 
media ahead of  Liverpool 
and Real 's  Champions 
League quarter-final, Salah 
was asked about his future 
on Merseyside.

“ I t ' s  no t  up  to  me 
[whether I stay],” Salah 
replied. “We'll see what 
happens but I prefer not to 
talk about that now.

“[My relationship with 
K l o p p ]  i s  a  n o r m a l 
relationship between two 
professionals. That's how I'd 
describe it.”

Asked if  he would be 
open to playing in Spain, 
Salah added: “I hope to be 
able to play for many more 
years.

“Why not?  No one 
knows what's going to 
happen in the future, so… 
maybe one day [I will play in 
Spain], yes.”

Premier League Nigerian trio in
relegation fight;
who survives?

Salah refuses to pledge long-term
future to Liverpool

Sunshine players protest
over unpaid salaries

SURE BETTING TIPS

Players of Sunshine Stars in protestPlayers of Sunshine Stars in protestPlayers of Sunshine Stars in protest

Maja

Aina

Ajayi
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Abia PDP bye-election victory disgraces 
South East APC executive sycophants

The sweet victory of  
t h e  P e o p l e s  
Democratic Party 

(PDP) in the Aba North 
Federal Constituency bye-
election has further proven 
that the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) has no 
foothold in the Southeast 
geo-political zone.

That quintessential bye-
election win with very wide 
margin on Saturday March 
26, 2021 in Abia State, 
obviously silenced and shut 
up all those that feel that the 
v i tupe ra t ions  o f  f ew 
executive sycophants in the 
State was enough to steal 
Abia State or indeed any 
State in the Southeast from 
PDP.

The executive sycophants 
that are trapped in corrupt 
practices that were exposed 
the blackmailing APC regime 
feel that their loot of  their state 
treasury will be obliterated or 
expunged in the parabolic 
"declare for support for APC 
and your sin of  looting your 
States treasury will be forgiven 
and forgotten"! 

Then, unfortunately, once 
the exposed executive looters 
settled in APC, they over-
a s s u m e  t h e i r  v a l u e ,  
importance, and relevance 
with unnecessary bravado and 
b r a g g a d o c i o,  e q u a t i n g  
themselves with the biblical 
Assyrian demi-gods, and 
lording it over the people, 
despite their temporarily 
suspended criminal statuses.

In Abia State as at Friday, 
March 25, 2021, Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu (OUK), had the 
carriage of  the undisputable 
Lord of  Abia. He saw himself, 
carried himself, and spoke of  
himself, like the next president 
of  Nigeria. 

He recently thanked God 
for his six months tenure in jail 
at Kuje Prison, obviously 
deluding himself  with the 
dream that he's heading to Aso 

Rock from prison, just like the 
biblical Joseph Jacob, South 
Africa's Dr. Nelson Mandela 
and Nigeria's Dr. Olusegun 
Obasanjo, all went from 
prison to the presidency!

He forgot that his rapacious 
eight-year tenure as governor 
of  Abia State, according to the 
EFCC, gave that foremost 
industrial State a combination 
of  both crooked k-leg knock-
knees and porous bow-legs 
s imultaneously,  making 
forward movement of  the 
State extremely difficult till 
date, because of  the poor 
foundation laid by OUK as the 
first governor of  the State in 
the 4th Republic.

Incidentally, since the APC 
focused their blackmailing 
searchlight on him, OUK has 
done doable and undoable to 
drive his executive sycophancy 
and his inordinate ambition, 
deploying the State's money 
that he misappropriated, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  E F C C ,  
struggling to still retain control 
of  the politics of  Abia State.

He desperately required to 
win the bye-election in Aba 
North Federal Constituency 
to brag and prove to the Abuja 
APC cabal that he was in 
control of  politics of  the State 

By Ogubundu Nwadike, M.A

and as such prove to them that 
he was so strong and very 
popular enough to be adopted 
by APC as their candidate of  
Southeast extraction in the 
2023 presidential election.

To ensure the fulfillment of  
that ulterior ambition, OUK 
went the extra-miles to hijack 
the APC ticket for the March 
25 bye-election and handed it 
over to his biological brother, 
Mascot.

But as the sages have 
established, man proposes but 
God disposes. OUK planned 
to shine with a victory that 
would have been dishonestly 
a s c r i b e d  t o  h i m .  B u t  
Providence had a different 
agenda. And Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu failed himself  and 
his APC (IDP) camp. The rest 
is history!

A similar scenario is playing 
out in Ebonyi State, where the 
restless governor, David 
Umahi, was compelled by 
APC to decamp or be exposed 
for looting of  Ebonyi treasury. 
He noisily joined APC since 
he couldn't beat them. Yet, 
from evidence before the 
world, Ebonyi State remains a 
strong PDP State. 

Probably, it's in Imo State 

that APC gets some relatively 
hazy visibility, after the State 
was dragged into APC by 
Owelle Rochas Okorocha in 
2013.

After eight-years (less the 
seven and half  months that 
PDP through His Excellency, 
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha, 
CON was the governor of  Imo 
State), the APC has utterly 
ruined Imo State, with both 
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
and Senator Hope Uzodimma 
having irons in the fire of  the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC).

Yet, in spite of  the robust 
godfather roles played by 
Rochas and Uzodimma, PDP 
still technically won the 
December 5, 2020 bye-
election that was conducted to 
fill the vacant seat of  Imo 
N o r t h  ( O k i g w e  Z o n e )  
Senatorial District with over 
31,000 votes against APC's 
little over 35,000 votes with 
their two aspirants that were 
d isqual i f ied  be fore  the  
election, viz Senator Ifeanyi 
Araraume and Mr. Frank 
Ibezim for various legally 
cogent reasons.

Since that shameful and 
disgraceful technical defeat of  
APC in Imo bye-election, the 

p a r t y  h a s  b e e n  
s t r u g g l i n g  t o  
m a n u f a c t u r e  a  
c a n d i d a t e,  d e s p i t e  
m u l t i p l e  
disqualifications of  their 
two aspirants by the 
Courts at High Court, 
Court of  Appeal and 
even at Supreme Court 
levels.

Obviously, the APC in 
Imo State is negotiating 
to get a Supreme Court 
S e n a t o r  a s  t h e y  
negotiated to get a 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
governor.

Reca l l  that  APC 
through the combined 
g a n g - u p  f o r c e s  o f  
O w e l l e  R o c h a s  
Okorocha, Chief  Uche 

N wo s u ,  S e n a t o r  H o p e  
Uzodimma, Senator Ifeanyi 
Araraume, robbed Imo PDP 
and His Excellency, Rt. Hon. 
Emeka Ihedioha, CON of  due 
victory in the 2019 election.

Fortunately, the victories 
being posted by PDP in the 
Southeast vindicates PDP of  
the fact that any APC State in 
the Southeast is an imposition 
upon the State by the despotic 
and dictatorial APC regime at 
all levels, particularly at the 
center in Aso Rock, Abuja.

The point in issue now is 
that with the recent PDP 
victories in the Imo and Abia 
bye-elections, coupled with 
Enugu and Ebonyi States in 
full grips of  PDP, and with the 
emerging reality in Anambra 
State, of  PDP taking over the 
State in the November 2021 
guber election, the Southeast 
geo-political zone is a PDP 
zone.

It's believed that come 2023 
general elections, the zone will 
c l o s e  r a n k s ,  r e g r o u p  
effectively and reclaim the 
entire five States of  the zone 
through the massive votes of  
the people for PDP. Power to 
the People!!

*Ogubundu Nwadike is 
State Publicity Secretary, Imo 
PDP.

Uzodimma Kalu

Communal crisis:
Umahi orders arrest of
council chairman,
Assembly member,
others
NSE to establish engineering
training centre in Anambra


