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From Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

D
elta State gover-
nor, Senator (Dr) 
Ifeanyi Okowa 

has said that huge invest-
ments coming to Nige-
ria’s oil industry are con-
sistently lost to delay in 
the passage of  the Petro-
leum Industry Bill (PIB).

Governor Okowa stat-
ed this Monday when 

Oil industry losing investments to non-passage of PIB - Okowa
he received on courtesy 
visit, the Co-Chairman, 
National Assembly Joint 
Committee on Petroleum 
Industry Bill, Rt. Hon. 
Mohammed Monguno 
and members of  the com-
mittee at Government 
House, Asaba.

Okowa said investments 
in the nation’s oil indus-
try would be upscaled as 
soon as the Bill is passed.

According to him, the 

people of  Niger Delta 
were gladdened to hear 
of  the renewed commit-
ment of  federal lawmak-
ers towards passing of  
the PIB.

The governor expressed 
delight with the inclu-
sion of  host communities 
fund in the Bill, saying 
that the provision of  the 
fund would make the 
people part-owners of  
the ventures and encour-

age them to secure oil fa-
cilities.

He acknowledged that 
the committee members 
were in the state “for a 
very important assign-
ment, something that 
we have not been able to 
achieve as a county in the 
last 14 years.

“We are gladdened as 
people from the Niger 
Delta to hear both leader-
ships of  the National As-
sembly speak about their 
commitment towards 
passing the PIB.

“If  you do achieve it, 

By Ikenna Orioha

I
mo State Universal 
Basic Education (IM-
SUBEB) in conjunc-

tion with Universal Basic 
Education Commission 
(UBEC), have organized 
a three- day training/sen-
sitization for primary one 
and two school teachers 
and evaluators in Imo 
State on Jolly Phonics to 
imbibe pupils with good 
academic knowledge so 
that they complete fa-
vourably with their coun-
terparts across the world.

The program was held 
at the City Primary 
School, Owerri, on Mon-

IMSUBEB sensitizes primary 
school teachers 

day, with the Universal 
Learning Solution Ini-
tiative (USLI) being the 
training provider.

In her remarks, Acting 
Chairman, IMSUBEB, 
Mrs. Stella Ukagba urged 
the teachers to concen-
trate in the training to 
gain relevant knowledge 
to be able to teach the 
pupils well. She thanked 
government for approv-
ing the training. She 
was represented at the 
flag- off  of  the program 
by Anoruo Chinyere, Di-
rector, Teachers Develop-
ment (IMSUBEB).

Training Manager (Jolly 
Phonics), Engr. Innocent 

MASSOB lambasts IPOB over 
insecurity in Igboland
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Movement for 
the Actualization 
of  the Sovereign 

State of  Biafra, MAS-
SOB, has openly accused 
the leader the Indige-
nous Peoples of  Biafra 
(IPOB), Nnamdi Kanu 
of  breeding the embers 
of  insecurity in Igboland 
by illegally arming mem-
bers of  his Eastern Se-
curity Network (ESN) 
to challenge all security 
forces in Nigeria.

Chief  Ralph Uwa-
zuruike, the leader of  the 
group disclosed this to 
pressmen in his Owerri 
residence on Monday. 
Uwazuruike said that 
it was unfortunate that 
Kanu’s ideal of  gaining 
Biafra had led to the 
death of  so many inno-
cent Igbo youths.

“Both Nnamdi Kanu 
and his ESN members 
know they cannot de-
feat Nigeria. We all can-
not sleep with our eyes 
closed in this country 
anymore, and the coordi-

nator is in far-away land 
snoring away while we 
live in panic here.” He 
thanked some South east 
governors for their efforts 
in resisting the efforts of  
the IPOB militia within 
the region.

Speaking further, the By Chigozie Uzosike

S
enator Samuel An-
yanwu has assured 
the citizens to expect 

good governance, formi-
dable security, quality edu-
cation, good road network 
and peace of  mind among 
others in 2023 when the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) wrestles power from 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

Anyanwu, a chieftain of  
PDP in Imo state main-
tained that the fulfillment of  
the expectations were in line 
with the programmes of  the 
party which remain non ne-
gotiable, noting that when 
the policies are provided, it 
would boost the morale of  
Nigerians to believe in their 
leaders.

He cautioned those in gov-
ernment to stop seeing pro-
vision of  good governance 
to the people as mere privi-
lege, rather than their funda-

2023: Expect good governance, 
security, good roads
– PDP chieftain tells Nigerians

mental human rights, advis-
ing them to always respect 
those that elected them.

Senator Anyanwu there-
fore called on the youths to 
engage themselves in rele-
vant skills that would posi-
tion them for leadership op-
portunities in future, instead 
of  roaming about the streets 
without target.

According to him, the only 
hope of  survival for the 
country was for Nigerians to 
embrace PDP, adding that 
the party’s determination to 
improve security, economy 
and other welfare packages 
the people had yearned for 
would never be compro-
mised.

He wondered how the 
youths allow themselves to 
be used by selfish politicians 
to cause crisis, advising par-
ents to teach their children 
how to live decent lives ca-
pable of  bringing solutions 
to Nigerian economic prob-
lems.

Anambra poll: Former SDP aspirant joins APGA
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Social Democrat-
ic Party’s candidate 
for House of  Repre-

sentatives in the last general 
elections, Hon. Chuka Sun-
nyside Okafor on Sunday 
collapsed his SDP structure 
for the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
along with supporters, 
friends and party faithful.

In his welcome address, 
the chairman of  APGA in 
Nnewi South Local Gov-
ernment Area, Hon. Osuch-
ukwu Azubuike welcomed 
the former SDP House of  
Representatives candidate 
back to the ruling party in 
Anambra State.

Azubuike said that APGA 
is not just a political party 
but a family and a move-
ment which would win the 
November 6 governorship 
election with a landslide vic-
tory. He said that his party 
would surprise the opposi-
tion political parties in the 
governorship polls because 
it is rooted in Anambra 
State.

“I went to SDP to contest 
the House of  Representa-

your name will be written 
in gold because for too 
long we have been talking 
about this bill and we are 
already endangering the 
oil industry.

Earlier, Monguno who 
is the Chief  Whip of  the 
House of  Representa-
tives, said his team was 
in Delta in furtherance of  
the legislative processes 
leading to the passage of  
the PIB.

He said that the Nation-
al Assembly was working 
closely with the executive 
arm and other stakehold-
ers to ensure the passage 

of  the Bill. “We have 
promised Nigerians that 
by the end of  April we 
will pass this all-impor-
tant bill. “We are com-
mitted this time around 
to pass the bill for the 
good of  Nigeria.

“There is need for us as 
a country to reform the 
oil and gas sector, espe-
cially as the world is mov-
ing away from fossil fuel 
to renewable energy and 
it is important we take ad-
vantage of  the opportuni-
ties available,” Monguno 
said.

tives election not for person-
al aggrandizement but to get 
justice for our constituency 
that has been marginalized 
for a long period of  time.

“Aguata and Ihiala Local 
Government Areas have 
twenty political wards just 
like Nnewi South, but the 
surprising thing is that the 
duo is independent while 
Nnewi South is attached 
to Nnewi North, which 
has been taking almost 
everything.

“People from Nnewi 
North are occupying the 
senatorial and House of  
Representatives seats yet 
they still want us to vote for 
Nnewi man during gover-
norship election, for me I 
think this development is 
an affront on the people of  
Nnewi South. I am passion-
ate about going to House of  
Reps to get redress for this 
injustice.” he added.

Also speaking, the chair-
man transition committee 

(TC) in Nnewi South Local 
Government Area, Hon. 
Chiloka Okoye said that the 
returning politician is big 
catch for APGA. He how-
ever said that the former 
House of  Representatives 
hopeful has always been a 
strong member of  APGA 
who went to SDP to try his 
popularity noting that Oka-
for is returning to his for-
mer party when all hands 
are needed on the deck for 
APGA’s victory in next gov-
ernorship election.

The member representing 
Nnewi South 1 in the An-
ambra State House of  As-
sembly, Hon. Ozobia con-
gratulated the former SDP 
strongman for returning to 
APGA. 

Okafor’s triumphant re-
turn to APGA saw prom-
inent politicians in Nnewi 
South Local Government 
Area and beyond trooping 
to his Ochi International 
Hotel, Amichi to witness 
the epoch making event.

Enugu govt launches loan scheme
for entrepreneurs
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
o reduce the high 
rate of  unemploy-
ment in Enugu 

State, the State Small 
and Medium Enterpris-
es (SMEs) Center has 
launched a loan scheme 
for entrepreneurs in the 
state.

The loan is known as 
“Enugu SMEs Micro 
Credit Lending Pro-
gramme”.

Making this known to 
reporters in Enugu on 
Tuesday, the Special Ad-
viser to  Governor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi on SMEs 

Development, Arinze 
Chilo-Offiah explained 
that the programme was 
created to give entre-
preneurs in the state an 
opportunity to access a 
maximum loan of  three 
hundred thousand naira 
(N300,000) with 9% year-
ly interest (0.75% month-
ly) to grow their various 
businesses.

Chilo-Offiah who fur-
ther explained that the 
loan had a tenure of  12 
months, added that appli-
cants would enjoy a one 
month moratorium.  

The Special Aide who 
also said that the “terms 

Nwosu, added that the 
sensitization was aimed 
at training primary one 
and two teachers across 
Imo State so that they 
teach the pupils how fast 
to read and write good 
English.

Nwosu maintained that 
“our target is to impact 
the pupils with the abili-
ty to have solid academic 
background to be able to 
compete favourably with 
their counterparts across 
the world. The unique as-
pect of  the training is the 
multi- sensory approach 
to learning which suites 
the children very well”.

MASSOB boss called on 
the South East governors 
to take over the ESN and 
profile all members of  
the group for effective de-
ployment into active vig-
ilante services within the 
region.

and conditions apply”, 
urged  interested can -
didates to visit: www.
enugusme.en.gov.ng/
microloans or come to 
the Enugu SMEs Center- 
No. 2a, Market Garden 
Avenue opposite SMEs 
Roundabout along 
Ebeano Tunnel, GRA 
Enugu State”, to apply.

“The Enugu SMEs 
Center has been in the 
vanguard of  promoting 
and assisting entrepre-
neurs in the state to actu-
alize their dreams of  cre-
ating jobs and becoming 
self-reliant, through inno-
vations and dedication”, 
he added.
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By Uzoma Ogoke

A 
pressure group, 
Imo Awareness 
Coalition, (IAC), 

has described the recent 
confrontation between 
Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma and Senator Rochas 
Okorocha as a deliberate 
ploy to distract Imo peo-
ple from the main issue 
of  good governance.

By Jennifer John 

F
ounder of  the Move-
ment for the Ac-
tualization of  the 

Sovereign State of  Biafra 
(MASSOB) and Biafra 
Independent Movement 
(BIM), Chief  Ralph Uwa-
zurike has accused the 
leader of  IPOB, Nnamdi 
Kanu of  brainwashing Igbo 
youths into taking arms 
against the federal govern-
ment.

He called on the South-
east governors to retrieve 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) from IPOB. The 
MASSOB leader used the 
opportunity to congratulate 
governor Nyesom Wike of  
Rivers State for rescuing the 
situation in Obigbo.

“I am also congratulating 

Governor Hope Uzodin-
ma of  Imo state for his ap-
proach in handling the situ-
ation in Orlu. I am not part 
of  the Nigerian system, but 
when anybody does well, 
I will commend and if  an-
ybody does bad, I will also 
talk ill against the person”, 
he said.

He called on other gover-
nors to emulate Wike and 
Uzodimma, saying “we 
cannot allow anarchy to 
prevail”. Uwazuruike called 
on the IPOB leader to return 
home to continue his agita-
tion if  he is not driven by 
selfishness. He said, “Kanu 
couldn’t have encouraged 
the ESN operatives to take 
up arms against the federal 
government if  he was living 
in Nigeria. 

“I started this struggle 

Speaking to newsmen 
in Owerri on Friday, the 
spokesman of  the coa-
lition, Fidelis Echendu 
said that the rift between 
the duo is meaningless 
and a ploy to distract the 
masses from the main is-
sue.

The group said it is wor-
risome that issues such 
as salaries of  workers, 
pensions, rise in level 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The Permanent Sec-
retary, Abia State 

Ministry of  Housing, 
Engr. Thomas Okoro 
has encouraged traders at 
Abrigate plaza to always 
support and be patient 
with the administration 
of  Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu who has moved to 
bring a lasting solution to 
the flooding menace at 
the market during rainy 
season.

Okoro who gave the 
charge at Ariaria Interna-
tional market Aba, while 
addressing traders during 
a familiarization visit to 
Abrigate Plaza, Ariaria, 
assured the traders that 
the issue of  flooding in 
the Plaza will be a thing 
of  the past when Gover-
nor Ikpeazu is done with 
the drainage system un-
der construction in Aba.

The Housing Perma-
nent Secretary went fur-
ther to advice those oc-
cupying the shops at the 
plaza to pay their rent as 
well as ensure the plaza 
wears a clean look.

Okoro charged traders 
in Abrigate Plaza Ariaria 

Abia govt to tackle 
flooding in Aba

market to always observe 
all COVID-19 protocols 
for their own health ben-
efits and to avoid sanc-
tions from government, 
pointing out that the 
good health of  all Abians 
is paramount to the state 
government, reason the 
awareness of  the second 
wave of  COVID 19 are 
being created in all parts 
of  the state.

He advised the traders to 
always wash their hands, 
put on their face masks 
and make available buck-
ets, soap and hand sani-
tizers in the plaza.

Earlier in his speech, 
the Chairman of  the Pla-
za, Mr. Ifeanyi Ibekwe 
thanked the Permanent 
Secretary and his team 
for the visit, and request-
ed that the Plaza be al-
lowed to have their own 
task force on COVID 19 
as it will help to enforce 
all government protocols.

Ibekwe also said that 
the visit was timely as it 
will make those who are 
still owing some debts 
in the plaza to pay up, 
adding that the Execu-
tive members of  the Pla-
za will always ensure its 
cleanliness.

over 20 years ago. I recruit-
ed everybody who is part of  
this struggle today. We start-
ed before politicians came 
in.  Politicians started spon-
soring people among us and 
we started having divisions 
among us. After that, they 
started taking arms against 
the government and this is 
now a problem to Ndigbo 
and Nigeria.

“Over 20 years ago when 
we started this Biafran In-
dependence struggle, we 
premised the struggle on 
non-violence. Unfortu-
nately, politicians came in 
and took away some of  my 
members and started using 
them as thugs.

“Today so many peo-
ple are being killed not by 
herdsmen but ourselves. 
The other time, it was Enu-

Nnamdi Kanu has brainwashed Igbo youths - Uwazurike

IPOB members 

Group describes Uzodimma/Okorocha
face-off as ploy to distract Imolites

of  insecurity in the state 
and more importantly, 
the hardship ravaging the 
people have been “con-
signed to the background 
for no reason while Uzo-
dimma and Okorocha’s 
squabble is elevated and 
blown out of  proportion.

 “There is hunger and 
despondency in the land 
and little attention is giv-
en to it. Workers in the 
state are lamenting over 
unpaid salaries and our 
men and women of  yes-
ter-years are complain-
ing of  non-payment of  
pensions, rather than fo-
cus on these issues and 
find a lasting solution 
to them, we have rather 
placed emphasis on triv-
ial issues such as the lat-

est rift between Okorocha 
and Uzodimma, which is 
completely meaningless.

 “The people of  Imo 
State suffered under Oko-
rocha. Has there been 
any change in the lives 
of  the people of  the state 
since he left office? Has 
the poor state of  infra-
structure in the state im-
proved since then? The 
answer is no. If  the Uzo-
dimma administration is 
enabled by law to confis-
cate properties adjudged  
to be acquired illegally, 
then as a government 
they know what to do 
and not to elevate act of  
brigandage just to distract 
and deceive gullible Imo 
people”, the coalition 
chairman stated.

I have all it takes to win Anambra poll - Okonkwo
From Ovat Michael,
Karen James &
Uchenna Ezeaigwe

T
he chairman of  
United Nigeria 
Airline, Dr. Obiora 

Okonkwo, on Monday, 
declared his intention to 
run for the 2021 Anam-
bra governorship election 
under the platform of  
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP).

Okonkwo while ad-
dressing the state execu-
tive and members of  the 
party at the party secre-
tariat in Awka, Anambra 
State capital, urged PDP 
to give its ticket for the 
2021 governorship elec-
tion to one who is capa-
ble of  winning the elec-
tion for the party. He said 
he has all it takes to win 
Anambra State for PDP, 
come November 6, 2021.

He told the party sup-

porters that what the par-
ty needs after having been 
close to 16 years out of  
power is a candidate that 
can win back the state for 
PDP during the forth-
coming election.

He said, “We’re not in 
the race because we have 
a godfather, but because 
we have our father God. 
I promise to make PDP 
win this election, if  given 
the flag of  the party.  “We 
are waiting for who other 
parties like APGA, APC, 
among others will bring, 
because we know that 
whoever they bring, we 
will defeat them in land-
slide.

“I’m not telling you we 
will win, but how we will 
win. We are very quali-
fied to run on the ticket 
of  PDP. The people you 
have been seeing are ‘I 
will’ people. You need a 
man who has the capac-

ity to win, a man who 
has been a thorough par-
ty man. I have been a 
PDP member for years, 
and since I joined, I have 
been here.

“There are a lot of  qual-
ified people seeking the 
ticket of  PDP for the 
election, but what PDP 

needs now is not good 
candidate or better candi-
date. PDP needs the best 
of  the best. That is why 
I’m offering myself  for 
the job. “I’m very quali-
fied, very ready and very 
confident of  winning the 
election for PDP, and that 

is what PDP needs now,” 
Okonkwo said.

In his response, the 
chairman of  the party in 
the state, Chief  Ndubui-
si Nwobu commended 
Okonkwo for his numer-
ous contributions to en-
sure the party’s smooth 

running in the state. He 
listed some of  Okonk-
wo’s help to the party to 
include payment of  the 
rent of  the secretariat 
for many years running, 
provision of  permanent 
membership register and 
donation of  buses to the 
party, among others.

gu and Obigbo, now it is 
Orlu. If  you attract the mil-
itary into Igboland and they 
kill Igbos, you are the cause 
of  their death. The future is 
bleak for all of  us because 
IPOB is inciting genocide 
here.

“I’m worried because I 
started this exercise and re-
cruited Nnamdi Kanu. So, 
the accusing fingers are on 
me. At no point will Ndigbo 
go to war with other ethnic 
groups or Nigeria again. 
That’s not what we want as 
a people. “Kanu, who is not 
in Nigeria, is recruiting and 
brainwashing our youths 
into fighting soldiers. Those 
doing this know that there is 
no way they can defeat Ni-
geria. They are doing this 
for personal aggrandize-
ment”, Uwazuruike said.
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e are in a globe where 

Winformation is key in 
whatever we are engaged in. 

In today's world information and 
communication is the life blood in every 
relationship-be it business, public or 
individual relationship. It is therefore 
not out of place to discuss the need for 
continuous improvement in the skills of 
the purveyors of information.

A journalist is someone in the activity 
of gathering and processing news for the 
consumption of the public through any 
of the media channels. He is also 
involved in the investigation of facts 
that can be of use to the public. The job 
of a journalist is very wide because 
information is required in virtually 
every area of life.

The ubiquitous nature of journalism 
makes it imperative that only people 
who have in-depth knowledge and 
possesses the requisite skills can fit into 
the practice. This is the reason that 
journalists and lawyers are referred to as 
people who know to little of everything. 
They are required to know a bit of 
everything so that they can effectively 
report events and defend clients

Journalism profession it would be 
observed appear to be an unregulated 
activity in the country leaving all 
comers to gate crash into the profession. 
Sadly, most people simply because they 
can push the pen and write reports 
suddenly brand themselves journalists 
and tarnish the image of the profession 
with grave implications for the real 
trained professionals.

Professional groups like the Nigerian 
Bar Association (NBA), the Nigerian 
Medical Association (NMA), and 
Chartered Institute of  Personnel 
Management (CIPM) etc have the 
practice of a compulsory continued 
professional development program for 
its members. This requires that their 
members show evidence of continuous 
improvement in their practice within a 
given time frame sometimes annually.

Some would not have their license to 
practice renewed in the event of failure 
to show proof. Unfortunately, this is not 
the case with journalists. The umbrella 
association under which Nigerian 
journalists are grouped is the Nigerian 
Union of Journalists (NUJ). The NUJ 
functions as a trade union as well as a 
professional group. Many believe that it 
is this dual responsibility that limits it is 

from the expected regulatory roles.
 Some weeks back, the House of 

Representatives recommended that the 
possession of a first degree be the 
minimum qualification for the practice 
of journalism in the country. We 
subscribe to this opinion even though 
we appreciate the challenges that may 
contend with driving the process down.

The practice of journalism here is 
fraught with myriads of issues. The 
media owners are lacking in financial 
capabilities while the journalists are not 
remunerated. This makes it quite 
challenging for the two to consciously 
undertake development oriented 
program for the organization and its 
employees. Their major concern is how 
to keep heads above water.

This is the reason journalism practice 
appears to be driven at a very low ebb 
because it is lacking in the very major 
motivational tools of financial reward 
and training. 

This is the reason we commend the 
News Echo management for its bold 
step in organizing a two-day training 
program for its employees and handled 
by the masters of the game in the 
industry. Coming just after six months 
into the life of the organization is 
commendable even as we urge the 
publisher to keep his promise of 
sustaining the program.

Journalism was one of the tools used 
by the founding fathers to secure our 
independence from the colonialists. Our 
forebears who fought in the struggle 
were all educated. Unfortunately, many 
of today's journalists are half baked and 
rather than be a voice for the people 
chose to run around illiterate politicians 
who use them to achieve their selfish 
reasons. There is need therefore to 
restore the dignity of journalism

We call on the government and all the 
stakeholders to take the necessary 
measures to institute a process that will 
keep the journalists upgraded with 
knowledge. Need we re-emphasize that 
given the critical role of the media the 
practitioners need to bring themselves 
up to speed with the latest skill to 
deliver their job? They should move 
with time.

The need for a mandatory continuous 
development program for the media 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  c a n n o t  b e  ove r  
emphasized. A virile media is a 
sinequanon to support development.

Need to sharpen 
journalists' skills 
through training

Wednesday, March 3, 2021     
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OPINION

By Sunday Onyemaechi Eze 

N
igeria is a 
country liv-
ing in denial 
of  its divi-

sion, challenges, and 
troubled chequered his-
tory. Anybody who lays 
claim to the fact that the 
country is united now 
is living in illusion or is 
outright delusion. 

Right before and af-
ter independence, there 
was already a misunder-
standing and suspicion 
accompanied by region-
al power intrigues which 
characterised that era. 
People could not see 
the cold war brewing 
among the regional trio.

 The three region-
al leaders of  Azikiwe, 
Awolowo, and Ahmadu 
Bello did not buy into 
the same thinking and 
understanding of  what 
Nigeria should or ought 
to be. One should have 
seen that from their 
dress codes, manner-
isms, regional policies, 
and commentaries.

 While the South East 
and West were ready 
for independence, the 
North took another 
three years to be ready. 

The pre and post-inde-
pendent political events 
and the unfortunate civ-
il war were sore remind-
ers of  our continuous 
troubled history.

 Since then, there 
has been this growing 
suspicion and mistrust 
among the major eth-
nic groups. Besides, no 
government both mil-
itary and democratic 
has made genuine effort 
towards resolving Nige-
ria’s lingering problems. 

Committed leaders of  
war-torn nations were 
able to make history by 
uniting their people and 
returning to the global 
arena, but what did our 
leaders do? 

They were more inter-
ested in setting up cos-
metic committees and 
conferences designed 
abinitio to feather their 
political nests rather 
than addressing the gov-
ernance deficit, general 
societal malaise, and 
decadence.

 Until someone is will-
ing to address the nu-
merous demands and 
grievances of  all and set 
out a genuine mecha-
nism of  peaceful coex-
istence, the nation will 

Nigeria: A country that lives in denial
continue to be in disar-
ray. 

One finds it often 
laughable when those in 
government echo their 
commitment towards 
ensuring that to make 
Nigeria one is a task 
that must be accom-
plished. In fact, govern-
ment is gradually losing 
or has lost its credibility 
with the way events are 
unfolding. 

Emergency region-
al leaders like Nnamdi 
Kanu, Sunday Igbo-
ho, and even leaders 
of  Boko Haram and 
banditry groups are 
creations of  a clueless 
government. These 
emergency regional 
leaders stand for their 
people and render those 
services government 
ought to have rendered 
but refused to. 

Nature abhors vacu-
um. We seem to under-
estimate the power of  
these non-state actors 
but it is becoming glar-
ing that despite labeling 
them and their groups 
as terrorists, many peo-
ple still believe in them. 
One could imagine that 
government’s seeming 
commitment always 
comes in form of  ge-
neric press statements 
issued by Garba Shehu 
and co.

 who I am quite sure 
are tired of  doing one 
thing all the time to ex-
pect different results. 
Who takes the presiden-
tial media aides serious-
ly now? 

When it was obvious 
that the ex-service chiefs 
had run out of  ideas to 
tackle insecurity in the 
land, the same govern-
ment left them on the 
saddle for additional 
years with a reward of  
non-career ambassadors 
after retirement. Some-
one says the bonus was 
a canopy to escape the 
waiting dragnet of  the 
International Criminal 
Court. 

Never in the history 
of  Nigeria have the re-
cruitment processes into 
key government offices 
become a sore point of  
controversy and con-
flict. One section of  the 
country has enjoyed 
major patronage than 
others. 

The facts and figures 
are available for people 
to see but government, 
like the ostrich contin-
ues to hide its head in 
the sand, offering its 

body for the doubting 
Thomases to take selfies 
as evidence. 

Issues of  leadership 
and recruitment pro-
cesses, constitution 
amendment, revenue 
sharing formula, good 
governance, restructur-
ing, resource control, 
insecurity, and fiscal 
federalism have been at 
the heart of  Nigeria’s 
problem. 

However, people in 
and outside government 
who are beneficiaries of  
the old order will suf-
focate every proposed 
change that seeks to 
confront their inordi-
nate desire or interest to 
accumulate power and 
wealth. 

The #ENDSARS pro-
test had widened the 
already existing divide 
between the North and 
South. While the pro-
test against the high lev-
el of  impunity among 
SARS units and general 

police brutality in the 
country was successful 
in the South, the North 
seemed not to be both-
ered.

 Most states in the 
North did not partici-
pate in the protest giv-
ing credence to the fact 
that something was 
amiss. There is a gener-
al consensus that SARS 
activities have gone 
overboard, therefore, a 
country not decimated 
by the contours of  tribe, 
ethnicity and religion 
should have stood with 
one united voice in the 
quest to end the atroci-
ties of  SARS. 

Today, the quit notices 
issued to Fulani herds-
men living in others 
parts of  Nigeria leave a 
sour taste in the mouth. 
The killings and burn-
ing of  Hausa businesses 
in Ibadan have added 
another ugly dimension. 
It is condemnable to kill 
the innocent and stereo-

type a group.
 The stereotyped 

group should wash itself  
off  such elements which 
gave them a bad name, 
but is it a coincidence 
that almost everybody 
is pointing accusing 
fingers against Fulani? 
Government officials 
and individuals con-
cerned are feasting on 
the rage of  the moment; 
some are threatening 
fire and brimstone.

Fanning the embers 
of  violence with our 
monthly data plans 
while in our cozy homes 
is misguided.

 Every region now has 
own narratives champi-
oned by those who have 
no business in leading. 
But the question is: have 
we really addressed the 
generic problems and is-
sues? The answer is no! 
Those who should seek 
for the balm of  Gilead 
are the trouble makers 
themselves. 

Having spent most 
of  my adult life in the 
North and still counting, 
I can authoritatively say 
that the North is a fertile 
ground for businesses, 
growth, and develop-
ment. Many are those 
who had nothing upon 
arrival in the North but 
are millionaires today. 
People of  the North are 
very accommodating, 
trustworthy, and very 
friendly. The life of  an 
average northerner is 
simple and lived for that 
day because tomorrow 
will take care of  itself. 

The expanse land in 
the North is an asset 
yet to be tapped by both 
government and individ-
uals. The import of  rich 
assets like land for ag-
riculture and agri-busi-
nesses has not caught 
the attention of  north-
ern leaders. Nigeria 
more than ever before is 
comfortably seated on a 
tinder box.

President Muhamadu Buhari
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h e  N a t i o n a l TI d e n t i t y 
M a n a g e m e n t 

Commission has issued a 

 C h i n e s e 

Ae lec t ronics  and 
media company, 

StarTimes, says it is not 
subject to any winding-up 
court order, following a 
petition filed in a Hong 
Kong court against the 
company by a sports and 
entertainment network, 
beIN Media Group.

S p o r t s  m a r k e t 
in te l l igence  p la t for m, 
GlobalData, had reported 
in February that StarTimes 
signed a deal in 2018 with 
beIN Media Group which 
holds international Ligue 1 
rights from 2018-19 to 2023-
24 to broadcast English- 
and local-language Ligue 1 
in sub-Saharan Africa.

The pay-TV operator is 
reported to now owe beIN 
$11m, including interest.

B u t  t h e  P u b l i c 
R e l a t i o n s  M a n a g e r , 
StarTimes Nigeria, Lazarus 
Ibeabuchi, on Monday, in a 

court in Hong Kong has no 
jurisdiction over Nigeria.

“Whatever decision 
reached is binding on both 
parties in that country only, 
a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  n o 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n 
StarTimes' operations in 
Nigeria.”

Ibeabuchi added that 
StarTimes had been in 
constant communication 
with beIN Media Group, 
saying it was confident that 
the two parties will resolve 
the issue in an amicable 
manner.

statement titled 'No Wind-
u p  C o u r t  O r d e r  o n 
StarTimes', said the court 
proceeding was ongoing 
and that  the  eventual 
decision of  the Hong Kong 
court would not impact the 
company's operations in 
Nigeria.

It read, “Following 
articles published by some 
Nigerian media over an 
alleged dispute between 
StarTimes and beIN Media 
Group, StarTimes wants to 
clarify the following points:

“StarTimes has not 
been subjected to any court 
o r d e r,  i n  N i g e r i a  o r 
anywhere else, in relation to 
a dispute with beIN Media 
Group.

“ T h o u g h  i n  H o n g 
Kong, a legal proceeding is 
ongoing to resolve the 
differences between both 
aggrieved parties, it's an 
ongoing court proceeding 
and not a court order. A 

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
StarTimes, for several years, 
it has been the official 
broadcaster of  premium 
spor t s  even t s  in  Sub -
Saharan Africa, including 
La Liga, Bundesliga and 
UEFA Europa football 
leagues, Spain's Copa del 
Rey and Supercopa de 
España, England's FA Cup 
and Italy's Coppa Italia and 
Supercoppa Italiana.

he debts owed to TNigerian banks by oil 
and gas operators as 

well as power companies in 
the country rose to N5.94tn 
at the end of  2020 from 
N5.25tn in December 2019.

The N5.94tn represents 
29 .16  pe r  cen t  o f  the 
N20.37tn loans advanced to 
the private sector by the 
banks as of  December, 
according to the sectoral 

December 2019, the CBN 
data showed.

Oil firms operating in the 
downstream, natural gas 
and cr ude oi l  re f ining 
subsectors owed N393tn as 
of  December,  up from 
N3.42tn a year before, while 
those in the upstream and 
services subsectors owed 
N1.25tn in December, up 
from N1.16tn a year before.

Power generation firms 
and independent power 
producers increased their 
total debt to N443.37bn in 
December from N373.22bn 
a  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  w h i l e 
t r a n s m i s s i o n  a n d 
distribution firms owed 
banks N319.85bn as of  
D e c e m b e r ,  u p  f r o m 
N298.23bn a year before.

The slump in oil prices in 
2020 as a result of  the 
coronavirus pandemic hit 
many oil and gas companies 
hard, forcing them to slash 
their capital budgets and 
suspend some projects.

The Monetary Policy 
Committee of  the Central 
Bank of  Nigeria, at its 
meeting in January, noted 
the marginal increase in the 
non-performing loans ratio 
to 6.01 per cent at the end of  
December 2020 from 5.88 
per cent at the end of  
November and above the 

analysis of  banks' credit by 
the Central Bank of  Nigeria.

Oil and gas firms, which 
received the biggest share of  
the credit from the banks, 
increased their debt by 
N600bn to N5.18tn in 
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0  f r o m 
N4.58tn in December 2019.

The debt owed by power 
firms to the banks rose to 
N763.22bn in December 
2020 from N671.45bn in 

p r u d e n t i a l  m a x i m u m 
threshold of  five per cent.

“While noting that this 
d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  n o t 
u n ex pe c t e d  und e r  th e 
prevailing circumstances, it 
urged the bank to strengthen 
i t s  m a c r o - p r u d e n t i a l 
framework to bring NPLs 
b e l o w  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d 
benchmark,” it said.

The CBN Governor, Mr 
Godwin Emefiele, said with 
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e 
coronavirus on particular 
sectors of  the economy, the 
increase in the amount of  
non-performing loans was 
not entirely unexpected.

“ N e ve r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s 
imperative that we continue 
to work to ensure that banks 
comply with our macro-
prudential framework in 
order to prevent further 
deteriorations in their loan 
portfolios. Nonetheless, all 
other  f inancial  system 
indicators are reflective of  a 
sound and robust financial 
system,” he added.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetary Fund said last 
m o n t h  t h a t  w h i l e  i t 
welcomed the resilience of  
the banking sector, it called 
for continued vigilance to 
contain financial stability 
risks.

offer.online.
N I M C  o n  F r i d a y 

warned the general public 
that the website, which 

The disclaimer said, 
“This website/platform is 
not associated with NIMC; 
it is run by fraudsters. 
Protect  your personal 
i n f o r m a t i o n ;  d o  n o t 
become a victim!”disclaimer against National 

Identification Number 
ve r i f i c a t i o n  we b s i t e, 
h t t p s : / / n i n - 5 g b -

claimed to verify numbers 
chosen to receive 5GB as 
part of  a NIN verification 
reward programme was not 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e 
commission.

The commission noted 
that it was run by fraudsters 
and advised members of  
the public to protect their 
personal information.

NIMC also notified the 
public on its website that 
NIN enrolment and NIN 
were free, adding that 
persons should beware of  
fake and unauthorised apps 
collecting NINs.

NIMC warns Nigerians against
fake NIN verification website

$11m debt: We're under no
winding-up order,
says StarTimes

Oil, power firms' bank
debts rise to N5.94tn

Cluster of Nigerians at various NIN registration centres
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o fewer than 28 

Np e r s o n s 
s u s p e c t e d  t o 

have vandalised various 
public facilities in Rivers 
State have been arrested.

 man, Chidube 

AO n y e m a ,  o n 
Sunday allegedly 

shot dead his girlfriend, 
s i m p l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s 
C h i n w e n d u ,  o n  t h e 
suspicion that she was 
cheating on him.

The incident, which 
happened at Umuokirie 
v i l lage  in  the  Okuku 
autonomous community 
of  the Owerri West Local 
Government Area of  Imo 
State, caused panic in the 
area.

A  s o u r c e  i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  t o l d  o u r 
correspondent that the 
victim visited the suspect 
from her village, Ohabele 
i n  t h e  O b o s i m a 
c o m m u n i t y , 
Oha j i/Egbema Loca l 
Government Area of  the 
state, after returning from 
Aba, Abia State.

The source, who spoke 
o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
anonymity, told newsmen 
that trouble started after 
Chinwendu,  who was 
billed to return to Aba the 
same day, took a phone call 
in her lover's presence.

The suspect reportedly 
asked his girlfriend to hand 
over the phone to him, but 
she declined.

He immediately pulled 
his gun from the room and 
allegedly shot her on her 
private parts, the source 
said.

The source stated, 
“The girl visited Chidube 
f r o m  h e r  v i l l a g e  i n 
Ohaji/Egbema on Sunday 
evening. She was supposed 
to return to Aba that 
evening. Trouble started 
after the girl  f inished 
answering a phone call and 
the guy demanded to know 

who called her.
“ W h e n  t h e  l a d y 

couldn't give a convincing 
explanation, he demanded 
her phone but the girl 
refused. The man pulled 
out his gun and demanded 
the phone, but the lady 
refused.  They s tar ted 
dragging the phone and 
unfortunately, the trigger 
pul led and the bul le t 
pierced through the lady's 
private parts.

“ S h e  b e c a m e 
unconscious as villagers 
gathered. She was rushed 
to the Federal Medical 
Centre, Owerri, where she 
died three hours later.”

It was gathered that the 
suspect was a hunter, who 
operated in the village.

The victim's brothers 
came from Obosima on 
reprisal on Monday and 
allegedly burnt the suspect 

parents' house.
T h e  P r e s i d e n t -

G e n e r a l ,  O k u k u 
Autonomous Community, 
M a r t i n  D a n i e l ,  w h o 
confirmed the incident, 
said the community was 
working with the police to 
restore peace.

He stated that the 
suspect was arrested on 
Sunday and his gun was 
recovered and taken to 
Umugumma Divisional 
Police Headquarters.

Daniel added that the 
suspect and the matter had 
been transferred to the 
S t a t e  C r i m i n a l  a n d 
Investigation Department 
in Owerri.

H e  s a i d  t h e 
community contacted the 
police, who extinguished 
the fire razing the family 
house of  the suspect.

When contacted, the 
police spokesman in the 
state, Orlando Ikeokwu, 
said Chidube had been 
arrested and the case 
transferred to the state CID 
in Owerri.

plates and oil wellheads, 
and also engaged in illegal 
oil deals.

T h e  s t a t e 
commandant of  the corps 
Muktar Lawal paraded 

He said, “Suspected 
vandalised rail  track 
slippers were recovered 
along Komkom rail line 
i n  O y i g b o  L o c a l 
Government Area”.

 Chief  Magistrates' 

AC o u r t  i n  K a n o 
State on Tuesday 

ordered that a 72-year-old 
m a n ,  A b d u l s a l a m 
Abubakar, who allegedly 
sodomised a 12-year-old 
boy be remanded in a 
correctional centre, pending 
legal advice.

It was reported that the 
prosecution counsel, Mrs 
Asma'u Ado told the court 
that  the  complainant , 
Shamsiya Haruna, of  the 
same address reported the 
case  a t  Jakara  Po l i ce 
Division Kano, on Feb. 20.

Ado said Abubakar 
lured the 12-year-old boy 

i n t o  h i s  h o u s e  a n d 
sodomised him.

According to him, the 
offence contravened the 
provisions of  Section 284 of  
the Penal Code.

Delivering judgement, 
the Chief  Magistrate, Mr 
Mustapha Sa'ad-Datti, who 
did not take the plea of  
Abubakar, ordered the 
prosecutor to return the 
case  f i l e  to  the  S ta te 
D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c 
Prosecutions for  legal 
advice.

Sa”ad-Datti adjourned 
the case until March 24 for 
mention.

T h e  s u s p e c t s 
arrested by officials of  
Nigeria Security and 
Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) a l legedly 
vandalised rail track 

the suspects yesterday, 
saying that 160 vehicles 
impounded for illegal 
activities have been 
forfeited to the Federal 
Government.

Muktar said two saw 
blades, a measuring tape 
and a cylinder flame 
torch were recovered 
from the suspects.
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NSCDC officials arresting one of the vandals in Rivers State.

The suspect, Onyema

28 vandals arrested in Rivers

Hunter shoots girlfriend in
Owerri, family house burnt

72-year-old man remanded
for allegedly raping minor
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FACT BOX:  Ways Nigeria can 
benefit from Okonjo–Iweala's WTO 

hortly after Dr. 

SN g oz i  O k o n j o -
Iweala assumed 

duty as the Director-
General of  the World Trade 
Organization, WTO, on 
March 1, 2021, the question 
on  the  l ips  o f  mos t  
Nigerians was; how can the 
country benefit from her 
leadership of  the global 
organization? 

Even in her own words, 
the Nigerian cover t ly 

assured her compatriots of  
her readiness to deliver 
appropriately.  “I am 
coming into one of  the most 
important institutions in the 
world and we have a lot of  
work to do. I feel ready to 
go.” Recall that on February 
15, 2021,  Okonjo-Iweala 
who had  ser ved  two 
Nigerian presidents as 
f inance  minis te r  was  
officially appointed as the 
Director-General of  the 
WTO , thereby becoming 
the first woman and the first 

African to head the 26 – year 
old organization.

Some informed experts 
have stated five ways 
Nigeria can benefit from 
WTO as Okonjo –Iweala's 
tenure lasts. According to 
the former Permanent 
Secretary, Federal Ministry 
o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  
Ambassador Joe Keshi, the 
only way Nigeria can 
b e n e f i t  f r o m  h e r  
appointment is by being 
productive. He said, “She 
will not help you unless you 

are productive.  She will not 
help you except you have 
something to sell, because 
her role as a DG of  the 
World Trade Organization - 
t h e  W o r l d  T r a d e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  a n  
organization that regulates 
global trade and except you 
have something to sell and 
put into the world market 
(she cannot help you). Her 
role is to ensure that you get 
a fair deal and that you are 
not cheated in the whole 
process.” Keshi informed 

Premium Times.  His  
analysis pointed out the 
three areas the country 
could gain from WTO 
during Okonjo – Iweala's 
leadership.  These are 
production, sales and 
opportunity (fair deal). 

Proffering how she would 
impact positively to the 
world's economy, including 
Nigeria's, Okonjo-Iweala, 
in an interview with Time 
magazine noted some of  the 
areas she would give 
priority attention to without 

delay. She pointed out that 
global trade could help 
alleviate the covid-19 
pandemic, tackle climate 
change and restore faith in 
the system of  cooperation 
that has faltered in recent 
years.

In simple terms, the WTO 
boss has pledged to work 
harmoniously with the 
other concerned world 
agencies in order to ease the 
effects of  coronavirus. Two, 
she indicated interest in the 
war climatic change and 

By Ori Martins 

Okonjo-Iweala stepping into her office at WTO, Geneva, Switzerland, last Monday. 
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...Nigeria can benefit from Okonjo–Iweala's WTO 

thirdly, restore global faith 
in WTO system. The 
meaning here, according to 
Okonjo –Iweala, is that 
Nigeria and the entire world 
could benefit tremendously 
though her activities at 
WTO.     

F o l l o w i n g  h e r  
appointment, the new 
WTO Director-General 
said she has been receiving a 
lot  of  congratulatory 
messages, amid a lot of  
excitement from both local 
and international groups 
and individuals with a lot of  
expectations.  

In addition, following the 
take-off  of  the African 
Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA),  
Keshi, again, enthused “I 
need to make this point 
which I have made to a few 
who when we discuss, a few 
that I answered their 

questions asked  how would 
Okonjo- Iweala  could  help 
Nigeria.  And I said no she 
will not help you.  Where 
you are not trading, where 
you have nothing to trade, 
where you are not doing 
anything whether its e-
commerce or the other side 
of  it, the most important 
thing is that if  we want to 
benefit from her being the 
WTO director-general, we 
need to up our game in 
terms of  being productive. 
W h e n  w e  b e c o m e  
productive and we have a lot 
to do, to sell and I think that 
is how her role will certainly 
benefit not just women but 
also you know all those 
engaged in global trade. 
There are so many things, 
unbelievable so many things 
that we can do in this 
country. There is nothing 
we cannot sell if  only we get 

down and start being 
productive, you know the 
bulk of  the problem we 
h a v e ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  
oppor tuni t i e s  in  th i s  
country is the fact that we 
are simply not productive, 
we are a consuming nation 
for goodness sake and until 
we change the pattern.''

In a published report, the 
Director-General, LCCI 
Dr. Muda Yusuf  made it 
clear that as good as the 
emergence of  Okonjo-
Iweala is, for Nigeria to 
really to benefit from her 
high ranking position of  the 
WTO, “We need to build 
c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
competitiveness of  our 
products and services. Also 
imperative is the need to 
address trade facilitation 
issues, especially around 
por t  processes,  por t s  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  
documentation, foreign 
exchange policies, trade 
policies and industrial 
pol ic ies.  We need to 
p r o m o t e  l o c a l  va l u e  
addition and backward 
integration to strengthen 
the competitiveness of  our 
domestic industries”.  He 
added, “We must undertake 
reforms of  our tariff  policy 
in accordance with the 
principles of  comparative 
advantage, which would 
enable the country to 
optimize opportunities in 
the global trade arena and 
enhance the  c i t izens '  
welfare. It is critical to 
d e ve l o p  a n  A f C F TA  
strategy that would enable 
the country leverage trade 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b o t h  
continentally and globally. 
There is need to improve on 
our strategy in managing 
the coronavirus pandemic 

ranging from ensuring 
compl iance  to  sa fe ty  
p r o t o c o l s  t o  va c c i n e  
p r o c u r e m e n t  a n d  
distribution”.

As an account recalled; 
“ s h e  s p e a r h e a d e d  
negotiations with the Paris 
Club that led to the wiping 
out of  US$30 billion of  
Nigeria's debt, including the 
outright cancellation of  
US$18 billion. In 2003, she 
led efforts to improve 
Nigeria's macroeconomic 
management including the 
implementation of  an oil-
price based fiscal rule. 
Revenues accruing above a 
reference benchmark oil 
price were saved in a special 
account called "The Excess 
Crude Account,” which 
h e l p e d  t o  r e d u c e  
macroeconomic volatility”. 

The report added; “she 
also introduced the practice 
of  publishing each state's 
m o n t h l y  f i n a n c i a l  

allocation from the Federal 
Government of  Nigeria in 
the newspapers. This action 
wen t  a  long  way  in  
increasing transparency in 
governance. With the 
support of  the World Bank 
and the IMF to the Federal 
Government, she helped 
build an electronic financial 
management platform—the 
Government Integrated 
Financial Management and 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  
(GIFMIS), including the 
Treasury Single Account 
(TSA) and the Integrated 
Payroll and Personnel 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  
(IPPIS), helping to curtail 
corruption in the process. 
As at 31 December 2014, 
the IPPIS platform had 
eliminated 62,893 ghost 
workers from the system 
and saved the government 
about $1.25 billion in the 
process”. 

Okonjo-Iweala and colleagues at WTO headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland, last Monday. 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021     
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NBC shuts down Radio Biafra 

By Uzoma Ogoke

A
n Abuja Federal High 
Court has scheduled 
March 16 to deliv-

er judgment on a fresh suit 

instituted against Sir. Frank 
Ibezim by the legal team of  
Senator Ifeanyi Araraume.

The legal team of  Senator 
Ararume had instituted a 
fresh legal action against Sir. 

NEWS

Abuja Federal High Court to 
rule on fresh Araraume’s suit 
against Ibezim, March 16

South East governors in a meeting.

Make laws on local production of crude oil, 
Uzodimma tasks National Assembly
By Jennifer John 

Imo State Governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 

has tasked the National 
Assembly Committee on 
Oil and Gas to enact a law 
to get 20% of  Nigeria’s 
crude extract locally re-
fined to meet local needs, 
create value chain and em-
ployment for youths.

Uzodimma gave the ad-
vice when a delegation of  
special committee from the 
National Assembly led by 
Senator Albert Bassey Ak-
pan, representing Akwa 

Ibom North East, accom-
panied by Patrick Ifeanyi 
Uba, representing Anam-
bra south and Barinaga 
Ibigi of  Rivers State paid 
him a courtesy visit at gov-
ernment house, Owerri.

The Governor noted that 
it was only in Nigeria that 
all types of  dichotomy ex-
ists  within the oil indus -
try shrouded in all kinds 
of  vocabulary and jargons 
which do not exist in other 
countries.

“Fortunately when you 
have Chevron here it is the 
same all over the world, 

A
ccording to re-
ports, the Na-
tional Broadcast-

ing Commission (NBC) 
has jammed the signals 
of  a pirate radio claim-
ing to be “Radio Biafra” 
in most parts of  Lagos.  
Acceding to the report, 
Ekanem Antia, the dep-
uty director, public af-
fairs of  NBC, made the 
disclosure in a statement 
by the management 
of  the commission on 
Monday in Abuja.
Mr Antia said the ille-

gal radio which broad-
cast incendiary messages 
were notorious for spew-
ing fake, inflammato-

ry and inciting content. 
“The NBC Act, CAP 
N11, Laws of  the Fed-
eration of  Nigeria, 2004 
spells out in chapter two, 
subsection two, that: 
No person shall operate 
or use any apparatus or 
premises for the transmis-
sion of  sound or vision 
by cable, television, ra-
dio, satellite or any oth-
er medium of  broadcast, 
from anywhere in Nige-
ria, except under and in 
accordance with the pro-
visions of  this Act. Also, 
Section 15.4.1 of  the Ni-
geria Broadcasting Code 
provides that: the police 
shall prosecute any per-

son engaged in any form 
of  broadcasting or in pos-
session of  any broadcast 
equipment or apparatus 
in the country without a 
licence or permit for the 

purpose,” he said.
According to him, the 

commission, therefore, 
warns the public that an-
ybody who attempts to 
operate broadcasting in 

Nigeria without legal au-
thorization of  the NBC 
will be prosecuted and 
the equipment, confiscat-
ed according to Law.

Mr. Antia stated that the 

State Security Services 
and the Nigerian Police 
had been requested to 
bring the culprits behind 
the illegality to book.

Frank Ibezim at the Abuja 
Federal High Court, pray-
ing the court to declare that 
Frank Ibezim was never a 
candidate of  APC, based on 
his disqualification by a Fed-
eral High Court, as well as an 
Appeal Court.

The hearing in the matter 
has been ongoing, with the 
Judge haven taken the brief  of  
both parties. At the resumed 
sitting on Tuesday, Ara-
raume’s counsel, Ahmed Raji 
(SAN), argued that following 
the Appeal Court’s (Abu-
ja) decision, Ibezim cannot 
claim to be APC’s candidate.

He also contended that the 
Supreme Court made no de-
cision on qualification or dis-
qualification. “My lord, the 
two judgments of  the Court 
of  Appeal conclusively dis-
qualified Ibezim (the third 
Defendant) in this matter, 
therefore we have three con-
current findings of  the trial 
court and the two court of  
Appeal judgments disqualify-
ing Ibezim; meaning that the 
third defendant cannot be an 
aspirant or a candidate which 
was why we did not join him 
before he forced his way into 
this matter.

“There is no way a trial 
court can make an order in 
favor of  a disqualified person 
and the second defendant 
(APC) is not allowed by law 
to put forward a disqualified 
person,” he said.

He further added that “re-
garding the Supreme Court 
judgment, I submit that they 
are not relevant to this mat-
ter; the narrow point in that 
matter is that no relief  can be 

granted against a non-party 
(Ibezim) to a suit.

“Supreme court never 
talked about disqualification 
or qualifications; more so, 
the Appeal Court judgement 
came having been aware of  
the apex court judgement.

“I urge the court to be bound 
by the Court of  Appeal judge-
ment because it is relevant to 
the issue in this matter, and 
not the Supreme Court judge-
ment. “Grant the reliefs of  
the plaintiff  because he is the 
candidate of  the second de-
fendant in the election under 
reference.” he said.

But the APC counsel object-
ed, saying that even though 
all parties are bound to follow 
the decision of  the judgement 
of  the Appeal Court and Su-
preme Court under review, 
the apex court verdict has an 
effect on Araraume too. But 
the APC did not comment on 
the FCT Appeal Court judg-
ment on Ibezim’s disqualifi-
cation.

On her part, Ibezim’s coun-
sel, Mrs. O. Daudu, told the 
judge that the matter was 
predicated on the judgement 
of  the Federal High Court, 
Owerri (in Araraume’s fa-
vour) which had been nulli-
fied by the Supreme Court on 
the 5th day of  February 2021.

“Can the plaintiff  enforce 
judgement that has been nul-
lified by the Supreme Court?” 
she asked, adding that, “If  
the question is not answered 
in the affirmative, I urge my 
lord to dismiss the plaintiff ’s 
suit as he has no locus in this 
matter before your lordship.”

2023: Ekweremadu, Kalu, Anyim convene
S/East political meeting, March 7
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

A
head of  the 2023 
general elections, 
a crucial meeting 

of  the Southeast Political 
Leaders has been slat-
ed for March 7, 2021 in 
Enugu the Enugu State 
capital.

 A source said that the 
forthcoming summit cuts 
across political parties 
as members of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP), All Progressives 
Congress (APC) All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and other politi-
cal parties in the zone are 
expected to attend.

 The source further said 
that the Conveners of  the 
scheduled meeting in-
cluded the former Abia 
State Governor, Senator 
Orji Uzor Kalu; former 
Deputy Senate Presi-
dent, Ike Ekweremadu, 
Ex- Senate President, 

Anyim Pius Anyim. Also 
mentioned is the Dep-
uty Chief  Whip, House 
of  Representatives, the 
Rt.Hon. Nkeiru Onyeje-
ocha. 

It was learnt that the 
scheduled meeting of  the 
political gladiators in the 
Southeast zone would be 
a welcome development 
to the people of  the zone.

A chieftain of  APGA 
in Enugu State, Chief  
Ikenna Okonkwo, said, 
“The gathering should 
be one with caution so 
that our political leaders 
can resolve this teething 
problem of  whether the 
Igbo race is still truly in 
contention in the sharing 
of  the national pudding 
in the supposed country, 
Nigeria”.

“We now hear of  ground 
breaking ceremonies for 
new modern Rail line 
links in the South East, 
all because the 2023 Pres-
idential electioneering 

campaigns are coming 
closer. Just like the sec-
ond Niger Bridge, what 
a well schemed political 
gimmick to mesmerize 
the Igbo, he stated.

“This March 7 political 
Summit would afford our 
political pundits anoth-

er golden opportunity 
to really strategize, har-
monise themselves and 
demonstrate to Nigerians 
and the World that they 
have what it takes to lift 
Nigeria out of  the present 
quagmire come 2023”, 
he concluded

Agip is the same all over 
the world and so on, all are 
global operators but what 
baffles most of  us is the 
double standard.” Uzod-
imma lamented.

He said the most impor-
tant law that should go 
with the host communities’ 
law is that oil communities 
should refine at least 20% 
of  crude extracted locally, 
by building refinery or sign 
agreement to refine local-
ly, thereby creating value 
chain and employment for 
youths.

The national assembly 

delegates had earlier in-
formed Uzodimma that 
they were in the state to 
hold a town hall meeting 
with stakeholders and host 
communities of  oil produc-
ing regions to chart a way 
forward for both parties.

They assured that this 
time around the interest of  
host communities was top 
priority and noted that any 
bill without ensuring inter-
est of  host communities are 
protected is not complete, 
which they said was the es-
sence of  the visit to the oil 
producing states across the 
country.
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r .  M i c h a e l  MNwaogwugwu, 
a resident of  

Ogbor-Hill axis of  Aba, the 
commercial hub of  Eastern 
Nigeria is crying bitterly. He is 
weeping and shedding tears, 
for the current security 
situation in the Enyimba City.

Nwaogwugwu who told 
News Echo that he is conscious 
of  the past, as it still rings in 
his head like a bell, said that 
Aba is gradually retrogressing 
to the situation that led to the 
formation Bakassi Boys, the 
dreaded and barbaric vigilante 
group that existed in Abia 
State between 1998-2003.

T h e  S e p t u a ge n a r i a n  
lamented that the new trend 
of  attacking police stations, 
shooting, and killing of  police 
officers and carting away of  
weapons in police armoury, 
could return Aba to her 
regrettable past.

He said that insecurity is 
worse than the deadliest 
disease ever discovered by 
mankind. "It is a situation no 
nation, state or city aspiring to 
be counted among her equals 
should think of  not to talk of  
allow for any reason."

Nwaogwugwu's fear and 
wo r r y  p r ove d  t h a t  h e  
remembers the past and does 
not want to repeat it. He is 
probably aware of  the  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  G e o r g e  
S a n t a y a n a ,  S p a n i s h -
American philosopher who 
said that; “those who cannot 
remember the past  are 
condemned to repeat it.”

From the creation of  man 
till date, it has always been 
visible to the blind and audible 
to the deaf, that God made 
man very special by giving 
him one important attribute; 
the ability to reason. 

This ability to reason can 
be expanded into the ability to 
recall the past, ability to 
predict the future and the 
ability to structure and 
restructure the future, to suit 
human development plans 
and harmonious existence.

There is an Igbo adage that 
says: "uzo dinma aga ya 
ugboro na abu." It simply 
means that, a good experience 
is  wor th having again. 
Nobody will like to be 
reminded of  his bad past not 
to talk of  reinventing such.

Aba, the commercial hub 
of  Eastern Nigeria has had her 
own share of  insecurity. From 
the late 90s to early 2000s and 
then between 2006, 2010-
2011.

For those who do not 
know what Aba looked like 
back then and will like to 

know, it is expedient that you 
are told that once upon a time, 
armed robbers, hoodlums, 
kidnappers and daredevil 
criminals reigned supreme in 
Aba.

"Back then hoodlums 
arrested Aba, partitioned the 
c i t y  in to  c lu s t e r s  and  
converted all notable areas, 
major roads and streets into 
the den of  robbers, rapists, 
burglars, drug dealers, street 
urchins and stiff-necked 
recalcitrant troublemakers.

"They were popularly 
called the Mafia Boys (Ndi-
M a f i a )  b e t we e n  1 9 9 1 -
1999.They were killing, 
s t e a l i n g ,  r a p i n g  a n d  
practically succeeded in 
reducing human lives as low 
as a loaf  of  bread. 

" T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  
powerless; the army who were 
in  cha rge  o f  po l i t i ca l  
administration of  Nigeria 
then never provided any help. 
Aba was practically left in the 
hands of  armed hoodlums 
who ran the show with 
reckless abandon."

He explained how the 
activities of  the Mafias got 
everyone frustrated, destroyed 
businesses, chased investors 
and customers out of  Aba, 
until the year1998 when shoe 
m a k e r s  i n  A r i a r i a  

International Market decided 
to take the bull by the horns.

"When the shoemakers 
formed Bakassi in 1998, 
nobody opposed it, because 
we were all tired of  insecurity 
and wanted change. After the 
democratic government took 
over in 1999, Bakassi became 
stronger because the then 
governor, Orji Uzo-Kalu 
supported them. 

"In fact, they became the 
most supported security 
agency in Eastern Nigeria. 
They took over police works, 
the work of  the court and even 
that of  the correctional 
service. The methods the 
Bakassi Boys used to carry out 
their duties were brutal, 
ruthless, absolutely arbitrary 
in human.

"In those days, murder and 
torture were legalized, as 
Bakassi Boys were the ones 
deciding who is guilty or 
innocent relegating the court 
to the background. Scores of  
people were extra judicially 
executed and mutilated in 
public without fair hearing. 

"Yes, they succeeded in 
reducing crime levels in Aba, 
hence their invitation to 
Onitsha. They went there and 
did similar things. However, 
the reality is that such 
primitive, barbaric justice and 

security system should never 
had happened and should not 
be allowed to repeat itself  
because 1998-2003 when they 
were finally removed is one 
era people must continue to 
regret. Lives were wasted 
because of  chickens, goats, 
beverages and other petty 
things."

H e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  i s  
u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  A b a  
gradually heading to that era 
again, as police have started 
marking some areas "no go 
areas" (places they cannot 
enter), giving rise to so many 
cult groups rising to claim 
ownership of  certain areas as 
their own territory.

" We  h ave  s u d d e n ly  
forgotten what the dreaded 
criminal; Ekenweohia did in 
Aba in 2006? Why have we 
suddenly forgotten what 
Osisikankwu and his boys did 
to Aba from their operational 
base at Ogwe?

"If  the state government 
does not want Aba to return to 
1998-2000, and 2010 era, the 
time to act is now. Similar cult 
groups like; Degbam, Dewell 
and Downbillow that reigned 
supreme back then are 
springing up gradually again. 
They must be stopped now."

News Echo reports that 
activities of  cultists and street 
thugs have intensified in most 

parts of  Aba especially; 
Ogbor -Hi l l ,  Over -Ra i l ,  
Ndiegoro,  Ower r i -Aba,  
Umuojima, Osisioma, Abayi-
Ariaria, Uratta, Ohuru-
I s i m i r i ,  U m u o d e  a n d  
Umuochalla axis. 

A security expert and Abia 
State Chairman of  Police 
Campaign against Cultism 
a n d  O t h e r  V i c e s  
(POCACOV), Ambassador 
Darlington Onuoha Kalu, 
said that the situation is 
gradually scaring residents 
and visitors in Aba.

Kalu who is also the 
president general of  the 
African Association of  Small 
and Medium Enterprises 
(AASME), said that i f  
nothing is done about the 
situation, customers will be 
scared to come to Aba.

According to him, "In 
Abia State, there's lack of  
organizational structure on 
the part of  the people living 
and doing business here. It's 
difficult to say this is the 
person living and doing 
business here and that is not 
good for security.

"That has led to Abia 
shifting from a secured state to 
a state that is moving towards 
huge insecurity. In the streets 
of  Aba, you see different kinds 
of  people taking over our 
streets and nobody knows 

them. 
"During #EndSARS and 

after, hoodlums took over the 
streets and started attacking 
police station and killing 
officers. They started with the 
tactical squad at Omoba road 
where they killed a police 
officer. 

"They moved further and 
started attacking banks, 
destroying court premises, 
including the Aba Town Hall. 
This situation is becoming 
unbearable. Insecurity is 
trying to take over the state."

He said they have put up a 
letter calling on Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu that there 
should be security town hall 
meetings where people should 
gather and tackle the problems 
to enable residents to secure 
Aba. 

Kalu who also serves as 
the President of  the Coalition 
of  Business Groups and 
Association of  Nigeria, said 
that when the hoodlums burnt 
the tactical squad police 
station in Aba, his group 
made efforts to help the 
situation only to hear more of  
similar issues coming up.

" W h e n  t h a t  t h i n g  
happened, the Coalition of  
Business Groups called all the 
landlords in Abia State, went 
to commiserate with the 
Inspector General of  Police 
and also asked that they 
should be allowed to rebuild 
that station because the people 
that burnt the station are 
within Abia society or even in 
very houses. 

"We called experts to value 
property that was damaged 
and invited and architect to 
draws and redesign the burnt 
s ta t ion .  We were  s t i l l  
preparing on the day we will 
make a public presentation on 
that. 

"But unfortunately while 
we were doing that, a police 
station at Omoba was burnt 
down. Just after that, the 
Abayi Police station was also 
burnt down. The situation is 
becoming unbearable. 

"Insecurity is trying to take 
over this state. Urgent step has 
to be taken. We have put up a 
letter telling the governor that 
there should be a security 
town hall meeting where we 
will gather and begin to iron 
all these problems and see 
how to tackle them so that 
Aba will become safer for all 
of  us as it was prior to the new 
trend."

With his position also as 
the convener of  Abia State 
Community Neigbourhood 
Crime Watch, Kalu said that 
the current insecurity will 
make the trade and investment 
capacity of  the state to go 
down because there will be 

By Nonye Udumiri, 

…crime threatens business, govt overwhelmed
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Suspected armed robbers caught by the police in Aba.
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...Aba sliding into 
pre-Bakassi era 

fear. 
"When a situation like this 

is coming up, it will damp the 
trade and investment potential 
of  the state. There is no 
investor that will come to Abia 
to invest when there is 
insecurity. 

"There is no visitor that 
will come. Abia State is like a 
business  tourism state.  
Hoteliers suffer because 
people will avoid coming to 
spend nights in Aba. Some 
people will prefer to come and 
go that day. 

"Abia is already growing 
very strong in economy of  
recent and we are looking at 
generating a billion dollar 
investment in Abia State every 
year. 

"Abia has that potential to 
get it. If  you carefully check 
the movement of  people in 
and out of  Abia State on daily 
basis, you will realize what I 
am saying. Do you know how 
many buses that comes into 
Abia every day from other 
parts of  Nigeria every day? 

" We  h ave  p l a n s  o f  
establishing entrepreneurship 
centres within the 17 Local 
Government Areas of  this 
state. The leather and garment 
industries, the metal work, the 
wood work and all other 
works. 

"There are a lot of  
potentials here that is still 
conserved. If  insecurity is 

hitting had on the state, it will 
affect the economy of  the state 
and livelihood of  the people." 

He said that the aim of  
se t t ing  up  Communi ty  
Neigbourhood Crime Watch 
is to use knowledgeable 
members of  the community 
on ground to discover and 
report strange, suspicious and 
abnormal occurrences to the 
police.

Kalu called on members 
of  the Aba community not to 
give up in letting police know 
a b o u t  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s  
happening in their areas, 
stressing that nobody gives 
correct information and gets 
into trouble. 

"The problem is that some 
people go to police lie that 
their creditor who only came 
t o  g e t  h i s  m o n e y,  i s  
threatening to kill them. 
When the police look into 
such and discover the truth, 
you see such people lamenting 
about attitude of  police in 
handling information. 

"It is time we learn how to 
do things properly. We are 
already on the campaign of  
reorienting our people. We are 
helping our youths with things 
like chase competition instead 
of  allowing them to go into 
gambling.

"We are trying to help 
those set of  people that can 
easily get involved into petty 
crimes to discover their talents 
early. Watching over our 

communities and bringing 
information about suspicious 
movements are the best way 
we can secure our land."

He said that the Igbo-man 
f r o m  o r i g i n  h a d  
neighbourhood watch which 
was why most Igbo ancient 
towns and kingdoms are 
usually aware anytime a 
strange face or strange groups 
enter their land, even in the 
night.

"Most of  us do not know 
this. We had that style of  
police from our forefathers. 
Those olden days when there 
were inter-clannish wars who 
were those fighting it? Who 
were those people always 
looking around knowing 
when a visitor and a strange 
face they have not seen before 
enters the community? 

"They were members of  
the community policing team 
set up by traditional rulers. 
You don't necessarily need 
arms to police your place. 
What you need to protect your 
place is information. 

"If  you go to America, 
almost 60% of  their citizens 
have detective mindset. It is an 
information driven society. 
You cannot see a police man 
carrying guns there anyhow. 
We cannot live our security in 
the hands of  few police 
officers carrying guns. 

"A police officer with gun 
is our last resort. A police man 
with a single gun can use it to 
protect 400 people in the face 
of  trouble, but we can help do 

better without guns."
Sir Goodwill Amaefula, a 

retired civil servant blamed 
the Abia State government on 
the current security situation 
in Aba and wondered why the 
gover nment  wi l l  a l low 
destitute all over major roads 
and expect security to remain 
the same.

"Abia government and the 
police have failed. Now go to 
Bata Junction, Our Lady of  
Lourdes Catholic Church on 
East Street and the Christ the 
King Cathedral (CKC) at Asa 
road and tell me the first thing 
you will see? 

"Let me help you. What 
you will see are young 
children, their mothers and 
sometimes even those who 
look l ike their fathers,  
blocking the roads, begging 
for money and food. Those 
children mind you, were born 
in the streets and before they 
turn 10-12 years old, they will 
disappear from their begging 
centres. 

"My question to the 
government is this; those 
children whom we all saw 
begging in those areas I just 
mentioned 10-15 years ago, 
where are they now? Have 
they mixed up with the 
society? What are they 
currently contributing to the 
growth of  Aba? 

"What skills where they 
exposed to? What jobs are the 
females among them who 
should be in their late and 
early 20s doing right now on 

our streets? If  the government 
and police can answers these 
questions, they will discover 
why we now have too many 
willing tools for criminal 
activities in Aba. 

"The state government 
came up with one programme 
that they want to clear 
destitute off  the streets of  
Aba. They announced it, but 
suddenly nobody heard from 
them again. They could not 
implement it.

"The politicians may not 
be worried! After all they need 
such people for elections. Just 
as you hear about Almajiri in 
Northern Nigeria, some 
people are gradually creating 
Almajiris in Igboland even as 
we don't even hear their 
languages. 

"Go to Railway Avenue, 
precisely at Aba Railway 
Station, you will see how 
destitute have converted most 
of  the abandoned train 
coaches into homes. Nobody 
is asking questions. 

"Nobody cares to know 
the states they came from. 
Few years of  growing up in the 
streets of  Aba, they will blend 
in language.  All we see is their 
female ones getting pregnant 
every 11 months and we think 
we are safe? How can we be 
safe here? We are in trouble."

He urged the government 
and the police to up their game 
and do more of  crime 
proactive policing, rather than 
the current reactive policing 
which he said is outdated, as 

cr iminals  have  a l ready 
mastered every step the police 
will make.

“One truth is that we 
cannot go back to bringing 
Bakassi Boys back. No 
government of  the world will 
do business with a state where 
extrajudicial killings are 
legalized in their justice 
system. Except if  they can 
rebrand it, but I don't see that 
happening.

“Prior to all these burning 
of  police station, the entire 
city of  Aba has only eleven 
functional police station. I 
said ten because Ariaria Police 
Station was burnt in 2017 and 
it is still like that till today. 

“We were left with Dragon 
Squad, Abayi, Ohuru-Isimiri, 
Eastern Ngwa, Osisioma, 
Ogbor-Hill, Eziama, Uratta-
Eziukwu, Ndiegoro and the 
Central Police Station. Don't 
forget that Osisioma is now in 
Ukwa Command that leaves 
Aba with just seven police 
divisions, because Abayi and 
Dragon squad are already in 
ruins. 

“The most annoying thing 
is that we have more female 
police officers in Aba than 
male. Visit all the remaining 
police divisions and see with 
your eyes. In a strong city like 
Aba, somebody is posting 
female police officers here and 
there. They don't go on patrol; 
they can't get involved in night 
duties, so what is happening?
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Suspected criminal arrested by the police in Aba.
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igeria presently is a 

Ncountry in search 
of  peace. There is 

general unrest everywhere in 
the land. Life for the next 
second is not guaranteed. 
There is no hiding place 
everywhere you go. 

If  it is not bandits today, 
tomorrow it is Boko Haram 
insurgents. Kidnappers, 
ritual murderers, cattle 
rustlers, armed robbers etc 
are on the prowl everywhere 
you go.

T h e  g o ve r n m e n t  i s  
overwhelmed. The security 
ope ra t ive s  have  been  
disarmed and the hoodlums 
are having a field day taking 
hundreds of  school children 
in turns in what appears to 
be a familiar ritual of  kidnap 
and negotiations of  ransom 
to free the groups of  
students. Our religious 
leaders have remained silent 
in the face of  government 
weaknesses to perform their 
assigned roles of  protecting 
lives and properties.

H o w e ve r,  a  u n i q u e  
personality, a renowned 
Islamic cleric of  repute 
found a good job recently 
mediating between the 

bandits and the pretentious 
government officials. Sheikh 
Gumi does not need any 
introduction in Nigeria. He 
represents different things to 
many people before his new 
found role which has cut 
him in a web of  controversy.

Gumi was born in the 
village of  Gummi now a 
local government area in 
Zamfara state on the last 
Friday of  Ramadan in the 
Islamic year 1344, to the 
family of  Mahmud, an 
Islamic scholar and Alkali 
(judge) of  Gummi. His 
education started within the 
walls of  his family when he 
was a pupil of  his father's 
Islamic teachings. He later 
sent to a school under the 
tutelage of  a Malam called 
Musa at Ambursa, Sokoto 
province.

Gumi was an outspoken 
Islamic scholar and Grand 
Khadi of  the Northern 
Region of  Niger ia,  a  
position which made him a 
central authority in the 
interpretation of  the Sharia 
legal system in the region. 
He was a close associate of  
Ahmadu Bello, the premier 
of  the Northern region in the 
1950s and 1960s and became 
the Grand Khadi in 1967, 
the position was abolished.

A glimpse into his timeline 
w o u l d  r e v e a l  t h e s e  
developments. In 1947, 
Abubakar Gumi, left his job 
a s  sec re ta r y  to  Qadi  
Attahiru and went to teach 
at the Kano Law School, 
which he had previously 
attended.

In 1949, he took a teaching 
job at a school in Maru, 
Sokoto.

Sheik Gumi made his first 
pilgrimage to Mecca in 1955 
and was joined in the 
journey by Ahmadu Bello.

In 1957, he became an 
interpreter for the Northern 
Nigeria government on 
Saudi Arabia matters.

H e  a l s o  m e t  a n d  
befriended many members 
of  the Ummah or Muslim 
community in Saudi Arabia, 
many of  whom later became 
his benefactors after the 
death of  Ahmadu Bello in 
1966.

H e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
Commander of  the Order of  
the Federal Republic in 
1987, he received the King 
Faisal International Prize 
from Saudi Arabia for his 
translation of  the Quran into 
Hausa language.

Recently, the cleric in his 
new found role dragged 

himself  into the eyes of  the 
storm when he slammed 
journalists and warned 
Nigerians against calling the 
bandits criminals.

He has been meeting with 
bandits in different forests 
across states in the North, 
reportedly preaching to 
them and convincing them 
to drop their arms.

The cleric had also put out 
several calls to states and the 
Federal Governments to 
grant amnesty to the bandits, 
insisting that they are not 
different from the Niger 
Delta militants.

Appear ing  on  Ar i se  
Television last Thursday, the 
Islamic scholar accused the 
media of  fuelling insecurity 
in the North by calling the 
bandits criminals.

The cleric said Nigerians 
and the media must stop 
address ing bandits  as  
criminals, but should learn 
to address them with nice 
words.

According to him, using 
such words to describe the 
bandits will harden their 
hearts from surrendering 
their weapons and repenting 
of  their sins. In his words, he 
had this to say:

“You're emphasising on 
criminality, even the press 

are criminals too because 
they are putting oil into fire,” 
Gumi said.

“ T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  
listening to you, you should 
n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e m  a s  
criminals if  you want them 
to succumb.

“Youths are ready to put 
down their weapons, now 
you are  cal l ing  them 
criminals. How do you want 
them to cooperate?

“So you have to show 
them they are Nigerians, 
that they should not hurt 
children, be law-abiding. 
This is the language we want 
to hear, the press should 
assist us in getting the boys.

“You see when we talk 
with them with nice words, 
they are ready to listen to us, 
put down their weapons but 
when the language is about 
criminality, killing them, 
then this is what we will keep 
having.

However, his comments 
had also attracted knocks to 
him from Nigerians of  
diverse background who 
wonder at his comments. 
Elder statesman Edwin 
C l a r k e  b e r a t e d  h i s  
c o m m e n t s  w h i l e  a  
prominent religious leader 
Sat Guru MaharaJ Ji and the 
leader of  the One Love 

Family, demanded that he be 
prosecuted for negotiating 
with bandits.

T h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  
Writers Association of  
Nigeria, HURIWA, has 
called for the arrest and 
prosecution of  Sheikh 
Ahmad Gumi over his 
recent comments on bandits. 
A statement by HURIWA 
reads partly: “We call for the 
arrest of  the Kaduna based 
Islamic cleric,  Sheikh 
Abubakar Gumi who has 
waged a media campaign to 
defend terrorists. 

The Nigerian Union of  
Journalist (NUJ) have also 
attacked the cleric and called 
for his arrest. It is strange 
according to the perception 
of  Nigerians that any right 
thinking person would 
support all manner of  crimes 
which has continually 
threatened the peace of  the 
country.

Religious leaders of  all 
persuasions are expected by 
their adherents to sue for 
peace. Shockingly, they have 
been silent on the restiveness 
that has pervaded the 
nation. It is disturbing and 
dreadful  that the incessant 
unrest in the land might 
snowball into civil unrest.

Sheikh Gumi: cleric 
in defence of bandits

By Afam Echi

Gumi

Man in the newsMan in the newsMan in the news
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Residents of Nekede Mechanic 
Village decry sordid environment 

s Nekede Mechanic 

AVillage, Owerri, 
comes to life again, 

residents of  the area are 
worried over the sordid 
environment and deplorable 
road which they say slows 
economic activities, causing 
them hardship, suffering 
and agony.

N o t a b l y ,  N e k e d e  
Mechanic Village is one of  
the oldest and popular 
mechanic hubs in Imo State 
w h e r e  a u t o m o b i l e  
workshops and parts are 
located.

C o r p o r a t e  b o d i e s ,  
gove r nment  o f f i c i a l s,  
churches and individuals 
bring vehicles there for 
r e p a i r ,  c o u p l i n g  o r  
r e f u r b i s h i n g  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e .  O t h e r  
commercial activities like 
t r a d i n g ,  w e l d i n g ,  
vulcanizing,   casinos 
( p o o l i n g ,  l o t o,  n a i r a  
betting), transportation and 
sand excavation are thriving 
there. People from all walks 
of  life live there.

The Mechanic Village is 
located beside Otamiri 
River which gives the 
environment natural aura. 
The river flows to Ihiagwa, 
Nekede Old Road and other 
environs.

Re t rospec t ive ly,  the  
Nekede Mechanic Village 
and other mechanic villages 
across Imo State were 
destroyed by the rescue 
mission administration led 
by Rochas Okorocha in line 
with his Urban Renewal 
P o l i c y.  A b o u t  8 0 %  
res ident s :  mechanics,  
(artisans) and traders were 
displaced and some of  them 
relocated to neighbouring 
states and villages, even 
some stay by the road side 
where customers still call  
for services.

However, the rescue 
mission regime relocated 
the mechanics (artisans) and 
automobile dealers to Avu, 
a suburb, without making 
the place conducive for 
business activities to thrive.

News Echo reporter, who 
went round the Nekede 
M e c h a n i c  V i l l a g e ,  
d iscovered that  some 
residents of  the area are fully 
back to the area with 
business activities booming 
again amid not-too-good 
environment caused by the 
demolition and deplorable 
road.

The residents had called 
on Imo State government to 
come to their rescue by 
rehabilitating the road, 
b u i l d i n g  b o r e h o l e s ,  

workshops,  improving 
electricity supply to ease 
their suffering and pain, all 
to no avail.

"My name is Ichie Oke. I 
am an Engineer based at 
Nekede Mechanic Village. I 
d e a l  i n  Vo l k s w a g e n  
products. Our road is in a 
bad state. The environment 
is also bad. Customers no 
longer patronize us after this 
place was demolished by 
Rochas Okorocha. The road 
causes hardship on people 
who live here. That is why 
w e  a r e  c a l l i n g  o n  
government to come and 
work on the road".

For Engineer Uzoma, a 
mechanic, an indigene of  
N e k e d e  c o m m u n i t y,  
“ G o v e r n o r  H o p e  
Uzodimma should please 
do the road so that more 
customers can come around 
for our services. Building 
w o r k s h o p s ,  b o o s t i n g  
electricity and sinking 
boreholes will also go a long 
way to helping us live 
comfortably. As you can see, 
many people have left after 
the former administration 
d e s t r o y e d  N e k e d e  
Mechanic Village and some 
of  the lands which were 
h i j a c k e d  h a v e  b e e n  
reclaimed by their original 
owners".

 "My name is Madu 
Omemma. I'm a mechanic. 
I specialized in Japanese 
products. 79% customers 
who usually patronize us 
here have ran away. Some 
are now at Alaba Market, 
Naze, some stay by the road 
side, some have relocated to 
neighbouring states due to 
the demolition carried out 
by the rescue mission 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
Government owes the 
people social amenities 
especially electricity, road 
and water. These things are 
more important to every 
human being and leaders 
should do the needful".

A n  e l e c t r i c i a n ,  
Christogonus Okwudiri, 
said that the Mechanic 
Village Road needs urgent 
a t ten t ion .  Jour na l i s t s  
should continue to draw 
gover nment  a t t en t ion  
towards the deplorable 
roads in Imo State".

A  c o m m e r c i a l  
motorcyclist and resident of  
Nekede Mechanic Village, 
M a r t i n  A n o d i m ,  a n  
indigene of  Ngor- Okpala, 
begged government to clean 
up the environment, as well 
as rehabilitate the road to 
ease movement.

According to him, "we 
don't have a road here. So, I 

want government to work 
on the road for us, so that 
our transport business will 
go well".

A petty trader, who sells 
food stuff  (eguisi, garry, 
fish, salt, vegetables, pepper, 
oil among others), Mrs. 
Oluchi David, who hails 
from Mgbidi, Oru West, 
frowned at the sordid 
environment, adding that it 
slows their business. "Our 
environment is bad. It is not 
good for business and our 
health. In fact, we have not 
been staying well here. Hope 
Uzodimma, please, come 
and help us", she pleaded.

Another businessman, 
John Edede, who deals in 
gas (cooking gas), rice and 
pure water, told government 
to come and work on the 
road, as well as clean up the 
environment which he said 
was messed up three years 
ago.

Edede stressed that "the 
Nekede Mechanic Village 
Road is a major road that 
connects Aba, PolyNek and 
I h i a g w a  R o a d s .  
Unfortunately, it is a no go 
area. Because of  that, I had 
to increase the price of  gas 
from #250, #300 to #400 
and #500 to the detriment 
of  my customers who have 
been complaining bitterly. 

This road was awarded by 
Rochas Okorocha, but he 
did not work on it. Ihedioha 
came in. He was about to 
work on it, but he did not 
last in office. "Uzodimma 
came in and promised that 
he would repair it, yet 
nothing has been done. May 
be it is due to the rains. Over 
3 years this road has not 
been graded".

Godwin Emeziem, an 
Okada operator, from Aboh 
Mbaise, who plies the road, 
maintained that "the road 
poses danger and health 
h a z a r d  t o  r e s i d e n t s  
especially during rainy 
season. I call on government 
to swing into action to save 
us from suffering".

It behoves on the Imo 
State government to look 
into the demands of  the 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  N e k e d e  
Mechanic Village and 
rehabilitate the road, as well 
as clean up the sordid 
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b o o s t   
electricity, sink boreholes in 
order to make residents live 
in good health as their 
business thrives.

While the dry season lasts, 
government should look 
inwards to do the needful to 
reduce suffering of  the 
people, as well as boost the 
r evenue  o f  the  s ta t e  
government.

By Ikenna Orioha
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Warnock, Martnez better than
Mourinho - Moses

SPORTS

ictor Moses considers 

VN e i l  Wa r n o c k  a n d 
Roberto Martinez to be 

better managers than Jose 
Mourinho, with the Nigerian 
leaving a Portuguese tactician 
he has previously worked with 
at Chelsea off  his list of  top 
coaches.

Mourinho gave Moses few 
opportunities at Stamford 
Bridge between 2013 and 2015, 
with loan moves to Liverpool 
a n d  S t o k e  s a n c t i o n e d , 
according to the goal.

That snub has not been 
forgotten by a man who remains 
tied to the Blues – with a stint at 
Spartak Moscow being taken in 
this season – and one who has 
found  g rea te r  en joyment 
working under bosses at Crystal 
Palace and Wigan.

Asked to piece together a list 
of  favourite managers he has 
worked under, Moses did find 
room for a couple of  ex-Chelsea 

A small town in Ghana is 
made up of  entirely Aston 
Villa fans, and it's all down to 
'God' or Paul McGrath as he's 
more commonly known.

You might have thought 
that Villa wouldn't be the most 
popular club anywhere outside 
o f  t h e  w e s t  M i d l a n d s , 
especially with the likes of  
Liverpool and Manchester 
United to contend with in their 
own country.

However it seems that a 
small town in the Ashanti 
Region of  Ghana has the most 
incredible concentration of  
Vi l la  fans  around,  wi th 
e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  a r e a 
supporting Dean Smith's 
team.

Owusu Boakye Amando, a 
21-year-old from the town, set 

up the Ghana Lions, a fan club 
for the Premier League team, 
and claims they have over 
1,000 supporters in the town.

On matchdays the fans 
wear the team colours, march 
and chant in the town to show 
suppor t .  “Ever y Sunday 
morning it is our routine. We 
have to be fit and more active 
so that we can chant, so we do 
exercises and after that, we will 
chant and chant and go on for 
more than three hours,” 
Amando told the English 
media.

“When we come back we 
start the chants using the 
names of  the footballers who 
play for Aston Villa, and we 
chant against the opponents 
we come to play against. We 
do some chants and we all 

watch them play together.
“Most people were Chelsea 

f a n s,  M a n  U n i t e d  f a n s, 
Barcelona fans. They are all 
joining us as Aston Villa fans 
now! Because what we are 
doing is amazing.”

The Ghana Lions have 
become very popular on social 
media,  with their  videos 
s i n g i n g  s o n g s  a g a i n s t 
opposition teams and players.

There was a petition to try 
and help get Owusu and some 

of  the other fans over for a 
game, with Tyrone Mings and 
Jack Grealish among those to 
contribute to trying to make it 
happen.

It wasn't possible but the 
Aston Villa Foundation did 
send over replica shirts for the 
fans instead, and their founder 
still dreams of  visiting the club. 
“It is our dream to go and see 
Villa Park. We want to see a 
game. All of  my friends at the 
Ghana Lions say that.

bosses as he told Spartak's 
official website: “[Antonio] 
Conte is on this list.

“He helped me to believe in 
myself. And that's purely from a 
human perspective and not 
because he found me a new 
position on the right side of  the 
defence.

“Next Roberto Martinez, 
Rafael Benitez. Neil Warnock, 
with whom I made my debut at 
Crystal Palace. [Domenico] 
Tedesco.  And  a l so  Mark 
Hughes.”

Quizzed on his decision to 
snub Mourinho, Moses added: 
“Without a doubt, Jose is a cool 
pro, I respect his achievements. 
But there wasn't the necessary 
connection between the player 
and the coach.

“In the end, I  tried in 
training, I wanted to play, but 
Mourinho had a different 
opinion.”

The versatile 30-year-old 

was taken to Stamford Bridge by 
Roberto Di Matteo in the 
summer of  2012.

Rafa Benitez was brought in 
midway through his debut 
campaign, before Mourinho 
returned to west London in 
2013.

Having been overlooked for 
three seasons, with time spent at 
West Ham in 2015-16, Moses 
was absorbed back into the 
Chelsea fold by Conte in 2016-
17.

A Premier League title 

triumph was secured during that 
season, while an FA Cup 
success followed in 2018.

M o s e s  t o o k  i n  7 8 
appearances under Conte, but 
was ushered towards the exits 
once more when Maurizio Sarri 
took the reins.

Having found himself  on the 
fringes of  the fold once more, 
the vast majority of  the last three 
campaigns have been spent 
seeing game time at Fenerbahce, 
Inter and Spartak.

How far can fans go?
Aston Villa Town in Ghana

Nigerian set to
be NBA’s tallest

biodun Adegoke could become the 

Atallest ever competitor in the NBA after 
the aspiring 7ft 9in tall basketball 

player went viral.
The Nigerian centre has become one of  the 

most discussed topics in basketball after a video 
of  Adegoke started popping off  on social 
media.

The clip shows the teenager working in the 
gym with coaches in Dubai during a youth 
talent development camp, where he has been 
playing recently.

The video shows Adegoke, who at the 
whopping height of  236cm can dunk with both 
feet still on the ground, moving with incredible 
agility and showing close control while 
dribbling.

The clip was shared by four-time NBA 
champion Shaquille O'Neal, who played at 
centre his entire career and used his 7ft 1in 
frame to devastating effect.

But there could be a new kid on the block in 
Adegoke, who already stands seven inches 
taller than anyone else to grace the biggest stage 
in basketball.

Known as 'bignaija' on Instagram, Adegoke 
has already accumulated in excess of  41k 
followers after going viral.

The 18-year-old is currently training with the 
MPAC Sports UAE system as he weighs up 
where his future could take him.

But Adegoke will surely be hoping to become 
a record-breaker in the NBA.

Adegoke

Ghana Lions of Aston Villa

WarnockMosesMourinho
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here is a dangerous Tf ee l ing  one  ge t s 
about Nigeria. That 

f e e l i n g  i s  a n  a i r  o f  
resignation by Nigerians 
that insecurity has become a 
part of  normal life in the 
country. Every week, there 
are several cases of  killing 
those sleeping in their 
homes, a sign that these are 
not communal clashes. 
T h e r e  a r e  s t o r i e s  o f  
k i d n a p p i n g  o f  t h o s e 
travelling from one point to 
another. 

Then occasionally, there 
are stories of  dozens of  
schoolchildren abducted 
from their schools. These 
exclude the stories of  armed 
robbery, ritual kidnapping, 
and the like, which seem to 
have taken the back seat 
because they are not seen as 
threatening as the violence 
from Boko Haram, bandits 
and herdsmen.  Armed 
robbers  usual ly  at tack 
places where they are sure 
of  a lot of  cash. 

One can avoid them by 
r e s o r t i n g  t o  c a s h l e s s 
transactions. Moreover, not 
many Nigerians engage in 
large-scale transactions that 
will attract armed robbers. 
Ritual killers are more 
subtle in their approach and 
usually target vulnerable 
p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y 
individuals who are alone.

But the attacks by bandits 
a n d  h e r d s m e n  a r e 
unpredictable.  Nobody 
knows where the next attack 
will happen and who the 
victims will be. The camps 
for Internally Displaced 
Pe r s o n s  a r e  swe l l i n g ; 
orphans whose parents were 
wiped out are multiplying.

In all this, the most 
dangerous aspect is the 
i n c r e a s i n g  s e n s e  o f  
d e t a c h m e n t  a n d 
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  i n 
Nigerians. It is no longer 
surprising these days to hear 
those who fervently believed 
in an indivisible Nigeria 
make contrary comments. 
These comments drip with a 
feeling of  hopelessness and 
despondency over Nigeria's 
future. 

NIMC warns Nigerians 
against fake NIN 
verification website Pg. 6

Make laws on local 
production of crude oil
- Uzodimma tells NASS

Pg. 10
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Has insecurity come to stay in Nigeria?
By Azuka Onwuka Many no longer want to 

be associated with what 
Nigeria has turned out to be. 
The new image of  Nigeria 
as a land where people are 
slaughtered on a daily basis 
is  repugnant  to many. 
Nobody wants to be a 
citizen of  a country where 
the news of  20 people 
slaughtered in their sleep is a 
regular occurrence that no 
longer evokes shock or 
anger.

As if  that is not enough, 
the recent moves led by 
Sheikh Ahmed Gumi to 
portray these killers as 
“oppressed people fighting 
for justice” who should be 
g r a n t e d  a m n e s t y  i s 
nauseating to many. Many 
h av e  w o n d e r e d  w h a t 
injustice was done to the 
perpetrators of  these crimes 
that warranted them taking 
up arms to kidnap rape and 
kill citizens of  Nigeria who 
are fellow victims of  the 
Nigerian situation.

Were their resources 
taken away by government 
without any compensation? 
Was their land polluted by 
the exploitation of  the 
resources in their land? 
Were they denied education 
while others were given? 
Were they excluded from 
poli t ical  appointments 
which others were given? 
Were they denied projects 
and basic infrastructure 
which others got? None of  
these happened.

Their grouse is that they 
are not given the freedom to 
let their cows graze as they 
w i s h  t o,  eve n  i f  t h a t 
endangers the farms of  
others. Just as these cows 
are the source of  wealth and 
livelihood of  the herdsmen, 
so are the crops planted by 
the farmers are their source 
of  wealth and livelihood. 
This creates conflicts which 
lead to the killing of  some of  
these cows or even attack on 
t h e  h e r d s m e n  b y 
communities whose farms 
have been destroyed by the 
g r a z i n g  c o w s .  T h e 
herdsmen also allege that 
their cows are stolen by 
people.

These are not strange. 
The more land reduces in 
size through construction 

and climate change creates 
m o r e  d e f o r e s t a t i o n , 
n o m a d i c  g r a z i n g  w i l l 
continue to create conflicts 
b e t we e n  f a r m e r s  a n d 
herders. The stealing of  
cows (which is called cattle 
rustling) is a crime which is 
regrettable. But cows are not 
pieces of  diamonds that can 
be picked up by anyone and 
hidden in the pocket and 
taken away. Cows are large 
animals can be unruly and 
gore to death those trying to 
steal them. Only those who 
have the expertise to control 
them can steal them and 
take them away peacefully.

I n  a d d i t i o n , 
communities do not hold 
meetings to steal people's 
cows. Only criminals steal 
cows. Car sellers sometimes 
have their cars stolen by 
thieves or even burnt to 
ashes by rioters. The cost of  
one of  such cars may run 
into millions of  naira. Yet, 
car sellers do not take up 
arms, go into the forests and 
s t a r t  t h e  c r i m e  o f  
kidnapping for ransom, 
rape, killing and collection 
of  protection money from 
communities as a way of  
registering their anger.

W h a t  w o r s e n s  t h e 
situation is the tacit support 
these criminals get from the 
federal government. They 
talk publicly and claim 

responsibility for killings but 
no action is taken against 
them. They visit TV stations 
and meeting venues in the 
name of  cow breeders and 
issue threats of  what they 
will do if  they are not 
allowed to graze openly as 
they wish, yet nothing is 
done to them. There is also 
the feeling the masses get 
that the bandits, herdsmen 
and Boko Haram have more 
power of  coercion than the 
g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e 
government seems helpless 
before these three sets of  
outlaws.

Last week, there was 
news that trucks from the 
N o r t h  l o a d e d  w i t h 
foodstuffs were turned back 
from entering the South. 
The Amalgamated Union 
of  Foodstuff  and Cattle 
Dealers of  Nigeria said it 
took the action to protest the 
a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  o f  i t s 
members in parts of  the 
country. But it is interpreted 
as the North's response to 
the anti-open grazing stance 
o f  t h e  S o u t h .  M a n y 
southern states have passed 
laws banning open grazing 
of  cows.

Many states have also 
created vigilante groups to 
help them protect their 
states. In the South-West, 
the rise in insecurity recently 
l e d  t o  e t h n i c  t e n s i o n 

between the Fulani and their 
Yoruba hosts, propelling a 
man called Sunday Igboho 
to issue a threat for the 
Fulani to leave parts of  the 
South-West. Even though 
the issue of  threat has been 
resolved, the ethnic tension 
has not abated.

The perception among 
many Nigerians today is 
that the Fulani, with the 
t a c i t  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e 
President, Major General 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
(retd.), have a mission to 
exterminate other Nigerians 
and take over the control of  
their lands. Even though 
this is far-fetched, this 
percept ion has  gained 
ground because of  the kid 
gloves with which Buhari 
treats all issues concerning 
the Fulani. This perception 
has further made many 
Nigerians feel detached 
from Nigeria as a country 
incapable of  protecting 
them and taking care of  
their welfare.

Nigeria is wobbling. 
There is an eerie feeling that 
something negative (to put it 
mildly) may happen. The 
nature of  that is not clear, 
but many fear that it may 
s h a k e  N i g e r i a  t o  i t s 
foundations. What started 
as insecurity in some parts 
of  the Nor th-East  has 
snowballed into widespread 

insecurity in the North-West 
and North-Central. 

People in the North are 
not safe at home and are not 
safe on the roads or even at 
worship places and schools. 
H e a v y  r a n s o m s  a r e 
collected by these criminals 
with which they buy more 
sophisticated weapons. The 
police are overwhelmed; the 
soldiers are overstretched. 
Government seems helpless 
or perhaps not adequately 
interested in solving the 
problem.

That  insecur i ty  has 
spilled over to the South, 
with the South-West being 
the hardest hit in recent 
times, speaks volumes. 
Efforts are being made by 
many Southerners to ensure 
that the South does not 
become as unsafe as the 
North. Sadly, the attitude of  
t h e  N i ge r i a n  s e c u r i t y 
agencies seems to be that of  
people chasing rats while 
their house is burning.

Nobody knows when 
this insecurity will end and 
the nature it will take in the 
days ahead. Stakeholders 
should not relent in ensuring 
that their communities are 
protected. No people can 
afford to be under the 
perpetual fear of  not being 
able to sleep or travel or 
farm. That is living in 
bondage.

Nigerians scampering for dear lives during a moment of apprehension.
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