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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

A
nambra State Gov-
ernment has an-
nounced the com-

mencement of  reformed 
border revenue collection 
for Agric Produce, Forest-
ry, Commerce and Cattle, 
in the state.

State Commissioner 
for Transport, Mr. Afam 
Mbanefo made this an-
nouncement in his office at 
the Jerome Udoji Secretar-
iat, Awka, during a meet-
ing with security chiefs, 
border revenue agents and 
the Ministry of  Agricul-
ture. Mbanefo noted that 
the ministry had mapped 
out collection centres in 

Anambra commences reformed
revenue collection

all border locations in the 
state using signage.

“We have designed 
`ATMC App’ to guide the 
new revenue regime. All 
the staff  members/agents 
to be working on the roads 
must have their details reg-
istered in our ATMC plat-
form,’’ Mbanefo said.

He cautioned against du-
plication of  tickets by con-
tractors and agents, noting 
that anyone found want-
ing would risk having his 
contract revoked. “Every-
body should protect his 
job and ward off  any un-
acceptable individuals on 
the road, touting, breaking 
people’s glasses and creat-
ing anarchy on the roads.’’

The commissioner noted 

that the revenue collec-
tion was a one day toll, 
payable only at the entry 
point while urging secu-
rity operatives to arrest 
any revenue agent that 
was not wearing reflective 
jackets, jean trousers and 
shoes. He announced the 
newly approved border 
Internationally Generat-
ed Revenue (IGR) rates 
as follows: Commerce: 10 
tons vehicle, N3,500; 20 
tons vehicle N6,000 and 
30 tons vehicle N6,000. 
Vehicles conveying pro-
duce: 10 tons, N3,500; 20 
tons N6,000 and 30 tons, 
N6,000. Forestry: 10 tons, 
vehicle N3,500; 20 tons, 
vehicle N6,000 while 30 
tons vehicle would pay 

N6,000. Vehicles convey-
ing cattle will be charged 
N200 per animal and 
N100 per goat.

A representative from the 
Ministry of  Agriculture, 
Mr. Mike Afah said, “the 
new digital innovation 

for border revenue collec-
tion is a laudable one and 
will solve the problems of  
the past as witnessed at 
Amansea border and oth-
er points of  entries.

The State Commission-
er of  Police, represented 

by the DPO, B Division, 
Awka, CSP Sanni Ahmed, 
said that it was one of  the 
best thing that would hap-
pen to Anambra State add-
ing that the state had been 
called all sorts of  names, 
due to the old nature of  
revenue collection.

Anambra 2021: SDP joins
governorship race, charges 
electorate to vote out APC, PDP
From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Social Democrat-
ic Party (SDP), on 
Thursday, has indi-

cated readiness to join the 
political activities ahead of  
the November 6, governor-
ship election in Anambra 
state.

Addressing about 4,000 
party members who par-
ticipated at the ceremony 
of  the office opening, the 
National Vice Chairman 
of  the party (South East), 
Chief  Arinze Ekelem, 
urged his members not to 
allow the state ruling All 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA), the All Progres-
sive Congress APC and the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) deceive them with 
their mouth-watering cam-
paign promises and vote 
them in, saying SDP re-

mains the only Godly polit-
ical party that will liberate 
Anambra and Nigeria as 
a whole from the trending 
economic hardship.

I can assure you that with 
our level of  consultation 
with relevant stakehold-
ers across the 326 political 
wards in Anambra state and 
the response we gathered 
from both APGA, APC 
and PDP stakeholders, I 
promise you, SDP will con-
stitute the next government 
in the state come March, 
2022 when governor Willie 
Obiano eight years admin-
istration is expected to ex-
pired. Our campaign office 
is open for political activ-
ities and there is vacancy 
now for any qualified per-
son aspiring to be the next 
governor of  Anambra state.

“And we are assuring any 
person who wished to con-
test the election under SDP 

platform that he/her will 
win because, we have put 
all the necessary machiner-
ies in place to win the polls.

Ekelem, blamed the secu-
rity challenges the country 
is currently facing on the 
bad administration of  APC 
and PDP, warning Nigeri-
ans to vote out the two par-
ties in 2023 general election 
for peace and unity to reign 
again in Nigeria.

The State Chairman of  
the party, Dr. Webster 
Okonkwo, who spoke on 
the rumor of  merger with 
one of  the major political 
party in the state, said SDP 
would not merge or enter 
into any alliance with any 
political party ahead of  the 
November 6, governorship 
election in the state. He 
said the party was com-
mitted and faithful to the 
objectives of  its founding 
fathers.

NDDC commissions residential
quarters for security officers
From Chukwudi Chidiebere, 
Port Harcourt

T
he Niger Delta De-
velopment Com-
mission (NDDC), 

has said that it will soon 
commission a 64-flats 
residential quarters and 
administrative block for 
security personnel in Riv-
ers State.

Speaking while in-
specting the residential 
quarters built for senior 
security personnel, the 
NDDC Interim Adminis-
trator, Mr. Efiong Akwa, 
stated that the project 
would add value to the 
living conditions of  se-
curity officers posted to 
work in Rivers State.

He said that the NDDC 
was created for the pur-
pose of  intervening in 
the life of  the people of  
the Niger Delta, stating 

that the project was a 
demonstration of  the im-
portance the commission 
attached to security in the 
Niger Delta region.

Akwa remarked: “We 
intervened in the housing 
sub-sector because we re-
alized that when Federal 
Public Servants are trans-
ferred to Port Harcourt as 
the regional headquarters 
of  the South-South re-
gion, housing was usual-
ly an issue. Some persons 
transferred to Rivers State 
would ask for enhanced 
housing allowances. 
Some will even refuse to 
come and because of  that 
most of  them were inef-
fective.

“To address this chal-
lenge, NDDC decided to 
intervene by providing 
houses for senior securi-
ty officers to ensure that 
they are more effective in 

...Illegal revenue collectors 
obstruct traffic, breeds 
criminality - Ihejiagwa 
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Chairman, Trad-
ers Union known 
as General Goods 

Dealers Association of  
Kano/Okwei Street, Chief  
Chukwunonso Ihejiagwa 
has said that illegal reve-
nue collectors in the mar-
ket have bred unending 
traffic gridlock in the area.

Chief  Ihejiagwa lament-
ed over the precarious 
situation that legitimate 
traders of  General Goods 
Dealers Association 
Kano/Okwei Street Onit-
sha traders passed through 
in the hands of  those il-
legal revenue collectors 
that apportioned road side 
spaces to traders thereby 
causing untold traffic grid-
lock in the market.

He noted that the Kano/

Okwei street access roads 
had been illegally allocat-
ed to the highest bidder by 
people in authority as stat-
ed by the illegal revenue 
collectors met by News 
Echo, collecting levies 
from the traders stationed 
on the access road within 
the market causing heavy 
obstruction along the road 
as road users, vehicles 
finds it difficult to navigate 
the access roads of  Kano 
and Okwei street leading 
to Onitsha main market.

Investigating the market 
areas, News Echo observed 
that traders were stationed 
on the access roads, doing 
their business with ease 
without any form of  fear 
as they boasted of  paying 
for their portion as allocat-
ed to them by the revenue 
collectors. The collectors 
collected daily levies of  

#200 from the road side 
traders depending on the 
size of  portion that was 
rented to the trader.

Moreover, Chief  Ihe-
jiagwa added that apart 
from the road obstruction 
the action generates, it 
also breads criminality as 
they have had incidences 
of  pick pocketing due to 
overcrowding caused by 
the road side trading on 
the access roads within the 
market.

Speaking further, he 
pleaded with the state gov-
ernment to intervene and 
clear the mess caused by 
the illegal revenue collec-
tors and their collaborators. 

However, calls placed 
to the Commissioner for 
Commerce for comments 
on the situation did not go 
through as at the time of 
filling this report.

their duties to secure the 
environment, because if  
our environment is not 
secure, there would be no 
investment.”

The NDDC boss prom-
ised to clear all outstand-
ing Interim Payment 
Certificates (IPCs), to 
enable the contractors to 
put finishing touches to 
the project. He gave the 
contractors three weeks 
to complete the finishing 
touches and hand over 
the project to the com-
mission.

He said: “This invest-
ment is going to help in 
improving security in 
Rivers State, especially in 
the vicinity of  the airport. 
It will surely enhance 
the security of  the Port 
Harcourt International 
Airport and it will also 
add value to the econom-
ic and social life in the 
area.” 

NSCDC arrests 16 persons 
for oil theft, vandalism
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

S
ixteen persons have 
been nabbed and pa-
raded in Abia State 

by the Nigerian Security 
and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) for alleged van-
dalism, oil bunkering and 
dealing in illegal petroleum 
products.

This is even as the NSCDC 
has declared a zero toler-
ance for all forms of  vandal-
ism, oil theft or sabotage on 
government facilities.

The Abia State Comman-
dant of  the NSCDC, Mr. 
Vincent Ogu made these 

known in Umuahia on 
Tuesday while parading 
the suspects, noting that the 
men of  his command were 
prepared to tackle criminal 
and unpatriotic activities in 
the State.

He stated that a truck 
with registration number 
GYA611XA carrying 30, 
000 liters suspected to be 
petrol products was im-
pounded by his men at 
Ubakala junction, Enu-
gu-Port Harcourt Express 
Way while four  occupants 
of  the truck, Babangida Sa-
lah,  Bukar Ali, Abubakar 
Ibrahim and Mohammed 
Mohammed were arrested.

He added that three oth-
er suspects conveying ten 
drums of  petrol products 
hidden in a white-colour-
ed Volkswagen vehicle 
with registration number, 
EZA879XA were arrested 
by men of  the Command at 
Ihie, Ugwunagbo LGA on 
the same day. 

The NSCDC Comman-
dant, Ogu further stated 
that six alleged merchants 
of  adulterated petroleum 
products were arrested at 
Imo gate, Ukwa West LGA 
of  the State. Ogu assured 
that all the arrested suspects 
would be charged to Court 
for prosecution.
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

R
esidents of  Aba, 
the commercial 
hub of  Abia State 

were greeted with a new 
wave of  insecurity on 
Tuesday night, as un-
known gunmen clashed 
with soldiers.

News Echo learnt that 
the clash which start-
ed around past 9:30pm, 
forced residents to scamp-
er for safety, as many 
casualties were recorded 
from both sides and inno-
cent civilians.

However, military sourc-
es said that soldiers sta-
tioned at Ariaria junction, 
along the Aba–Port Har-
court Highway, killed 11 
of  the gunmen who en-
gaged them in a fierce gun 
battle.

The sources however 
said that prior to the gun-
men’s arrival, the soldiers 
had already gotten intelli-
gence that they were com-
ing to attack them and 
laid ambush for them.

Another source within 
the area said that gun-
men on black arrived at 
Ariaria Junction, along 
the Aba-Port Harcourt 
Highway with some buses 
and began gun battle with 
soldiers stationed at a mil-
itary checkpoint there.

The source said that the 
gun battle lasted for over 
one hour, as every vehicu-
lar and human movement 
got restricted, leaving 
the battle ground for the 
hoodlums and the sol-
diers.

He said, “I have closed 
work for the day, but I 
went to Brass Street to 

Army clashes with gunmen 
in Aba... many feared dead

buy something. On my 
way returning to Ari-
aria, immediately after 
the junction leading to 
Ukwu-Mango, I heard 
gunshots.  “I thought it 
was just the usual thing, 
but on getting closer, the 
gunshots became scary as 
people scamper for safety. 
I saw some people hit by 
bullets, while trying to es-
cape. 

“I had to run through St. 
Mary’s Abayi-Ariaria to 
find my way towards my 
house. Many people later 
said the hoodlums killed 
some soldiers whole sol-
diers killed some hood-
lums as well, but I don’t 
know anything about 
who killed who.”

Another source who 
preferred anonymity said 
he nearly ran into the 
centre of  the battle, but it 
took the intervention of 
God who made him call 
his driver to reverse and 
take another route when 
he noticed people run-
ning helter scatter.

“I was returning with 
my family when I noticed 
people running towards 
us while we were heading 
to the centre of  the battle. 
By then, the gun battles 
haven’t started. 

News Echo learnt that 
indiscriminate arrest of 
youths by soldiers have 
started in the Abayi-Ar-
iaria, Uratta, Enyimba 
and Tonimas axis since 
Wednesday morning, as 
soldiers move into the 
streets hunting for the 
hoodlums.

When contacted to get 
official military confirma-
tion on the incident and 
the level of  casualties as 

rumored over the city, the 
14 Brigade Army Public 
Relations Officer (APRO), 
Mr. Iliya Dauda said inves-
tigation is ongoing on the 
incident.

Meanwhile, reacting to 
the statement of  the mili-
tary source about the kill-
ing of  11 gunmen, Abia 
State Commissioner for 
Information, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu said it is a wel-
comed development.

“It is a good development; 
we welcome every neces-

Ebonyi Airport to be ready 
December 2021
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

E
bonyi State gov-
ernment has an-
nounced that the 

on-going construction of  
Ebonyi Airport would be 
ready by December 2021.

The State Commissioner 
for Information and State 
Orientation, Barr. Uchen-
na Orji, announced this 
in Abakaliki while brief-
ing newsmen on the out-
come of  the State Execu-
tive Council meeting.

He said that the execu-
tive council considered 
and approved the first, 
second and third phas-
es for the construction 
of  the parking lots at the 
Airport.

According to him, the 
approval followed the ex-
pression of  hope by Gov-
ernor David Umahi that, 
with the pace of  work at 
the airport, it will be com-
pleted before the end of  

2021.
“The state executive 

council has approved the 
construction of  the park-
ing lots of  the Airport 
and the approvals are in 
three phases. Phase one 
is N949 million while the 
second and third phases 
are N950 and N643 mil-
lion respectively.”

“It must be noted that 
the Governor did express 
hope that, from what is 
happening at the airport, 
the airport shall be ready 
before the end of  the year 
2021”

In a related development 
the government has set 
up a four-man committee 
to verify the cause of  the 
collapse of  the new stadi-
um fence at the Ochudo 
Centenary City Abaka-
liki. The committee has 
Engr. Muhammed Idris 
as chairman, other mem-
bers include Mr. Otah 
Felix , Mr. Obinna Em-
manuel and Hon. Ogiji 

sary measure to protect the 
good people of  Abia state. 
We called on our young 
men and women not to 
put themselves in harm’s 
way by attacking security 
agents under any guise . 
“We also urged them not 
to allow themselves to be 
used by politicians for any 
reason to cause insecurity. 
“Abia state government 
will do everything possible 
to protect law abiding citi-
zens without fear of  moles-
tation.”

From Karen James,
Nnewi

A tricycle driver (keke 
driver), Goddy Asogwa 

from Nsuka Enugu State has 
been apprehended by Woliwo 
Vigilante Service at  Woliwo 
Onitsha with a stolen water 
pumping machine.

The incident happened at 
16 Akunne Ekwensi Street 
Woliwo layout Onitsha on 
Wednesday.  

An eye witness, Mr. Ifeanyi 
Ede told News Echo that 
the keke man, Goddy Asog-

Keke driver nabbed
with stolen water 
pumping machine 

wa came with the tricycle in 
company of  another man 
and parked at the front of  the 
house, they alighted from the 
tricycle and went straight into 
the compound and carried 
the water pumping machine 
belonging to the landlady 
and put it at the backseat of 
the tricycle, but an eagle eyed 
tenant saw them and started 
questioning them on who 
sent them to carry the water 
pumping machine which they 
claimed was for repairs. 

However, when the ques-
tioning became so intense, his 
accomplice took to his heels 
and bolted away leaving his 
partner behind with the stolen 
item. Alarm raised by the ten-
ant attracted passers-by who 
descended on the keke man 
with blows and kicks before 
the vigilante men came and 
took him away to their office 
to avoid him being lynched.

However, he has since being 
handed over to the police for 
further interrogation to unrav-
el the truth behind his actions 
as he claimed he was engaged 
on charter at #1500 for his 
services to carry the item by 
the runaway passenger. 

Delta Governor, Senator Dr. Ifeanyi Okowa; his Sokoto State counterpart, Rt. Hon. Aminu Tambuwal (3rd 
right); Hon. Dr. Bello Mohammed of Zamfara State (3rd left); Deputy Governor of Delta, Barr. Kingsley Otuaro 
(right); Chairman, Delta State Traditional Rulers Council, His Royal Majesty, Dr. Emmanuel Efeizo-
mor II, the Obi of Owa Kingdom (2nd left); 2nd Vice Chairman, Delta State Traditional Rulers 
Council, His Royal Majesty, Pere Kalanama VIII, the Pere of Akugbene-Mein Kingdom, during 
the inauguration of Delta State Traditional Rulers Council secretariat, at Asaba, Wednesday

Chike.
According to Orji, the 

terms of  reference in-
cluded “to unravel the 
circumstances that led to 
the collapse of  the perim-
eter fence, evaluate the 
work to be done, ascer-
tain the extent of  the col-
lapse fence and any other 
matters that may be in the 
interest of  the State. The 
Committee has seven 
days to submit its report 
and make recommenda-
tions to the State Govern-
ment.

On the issue of  re-
newed crises in Effium, 
Abaomege/Isinkwo,and 
Enyib ichi r i/Enyigba 
communities, Barr. Orji 
said government has 
frowned at the renewed 
attack and counter attack 
between Effium/Ezza 
Effium communities, in-
cluding false alarm raised 
by stakeholders on the 
situation of  things in the 
area.

Carpenter dies
roofing four 
storey building
in Onitsha
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
ragedy struck on 
Wednesday 2 at 
Idoko street, Odoak-

pu Onitsha,as a carpenter 
simply identified as Papa 
Chisom fell to his death 
while roofing a four storey 
building.

The said building is be-
ing newly constructed.

According to an eye wit-
ness, the tragic incident 
occurred around 5pm in 
the evening as the labour-
ers working in the building 
were about to close for the 
day’s work. 

Suddenly they heard a 
large thud on the floor be-
sides the building and on 
rushing out to see what it 
was, they saw the carpen-
ter lying down motionless 
with bruises and blood 
stains on his head and 
body.

When other laborers’ 
picked him up and rushed 
him to a nearby hospital 
he was certified dead. The 
corpse was taken to a mor-
tuary while his immediate 
family members were con-
tacted. 

Efforts made to reach 
the owner of  the build-
ing for comments proved 
abortive as he could not be 
reached.

Tambuwal charges traditional
rulers on security 
From Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

S
okoto State Governor, 
Rt. Hon. Aminu Tam-
buwal has called on tra-

ditional rulers in the country 
to take charge of  security in 
their communities. 

Tambuwal made the call 
while inaugurating Delta 
State Traditional Rulers’ 
Council Secretariat in Asa-
ba, on Wednesday.

He said in view of  the role 
traditional rulers play in the 
administration of  commu-
nities, it becomes expedient 
that a constitutional amend-
ment be made to create a 
role for them. 

The governor stated that 
Northern Governors’ Forum 
had already resolved to push 
for the amendment of  the 

Constitution in that regard 
and urged their Southern 
counterparts to support the 
move. 

He described Governor of 
Delta state, Dr Ifeanyi Oko-
wa, as “an amiable, reliable 
and performing governor” 
and commended him for his 
contributions in the growth 
of  the state and prayed God 
to preserve and keep him for 
greater service to the nation. 

“Traditional rulers are not 
just traditional institution 
but a fountain of  wisdom, 
knowledge and experience 
that we drink from in the 
discharge of  our duties as 
governors. “We must do 
everything possible to pre-
serve the traditional insti-
tution and bring back the 
diminishing glory of  the in-
stitution.
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he scriptures tell us that Tall human beings are 
equal in the eyes of God. 

The men of law tell us that all are 
equal in the eyes of the law. It 
was only in the George Orwell 
literature book called 'Animal 
Farm' that we were told that all 
animals are equal but some are 
more equal than others. This 
statement has found expression 
in Nigeria more than any other 
country. In truth we are not all 
b o r n  e q u a l  i n  t e r m s  o f  
opportunity.

The Nigerian society stands 
very odd in so many variables 
relatively speaking. It has long 
been identified that one of the 
major challenges confronting 
our country is the issue of bad 
leadership. While leadership in 
other countries are fixing their 
issues and bringing succor to 
them, ours remain in the 
business of multiplying our 
woes.

It is sad to comment that since 
N i g e r i a  s e c u r e d  h e r  
independence it has grappled 
from one leadership issue to 
another. Rather than move 
forward the situation has 
continued to degenerate from 
bad to worse. It is a thing of 
great worry that each succeeding 
administration has never fared 
better than the one it succeeded.

News Echo wishes to observe 
that there is this unwritten rule 
of class protection among our 
leaders. This could be easily 
glimpsed from the manner 
corruption festers in the nation 
because no strong corrective 
action is witnessed when one 
administration takes over from 
the other.

When there is change a of 
guard the society is inundated 
with tales of bad governance 
a g a i n s t  t h e  o u t  g o n e  
gove r n m e n t .  T h o s e  wh o  
managed the affairs will be 
blackmailed but many are still 
s e e n  wa l k i n g  f r e e  a f t e r  

destroying the society.
As fraud issues are thrown up, 

so do the governments establish 
probe panels to pick out culprits 
for penance to act as a deterrent 
to others. But the experience is 
that the reports of some of the 
probes are never allowed to see 
the light of day.  Where mention 
is even made of it no punitive 
action ever occurs and the files 
are allowed to gather dust in a 
particular corner of the office.

News Echo regrets that 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c r i m e s  
committed by a previous 
government is continued even at 
a wider scale in the succeeding 
government. It is very clear that 
majority of the culprits who 
make up high profile politicians 
are shielded by their colleagues 
who also go ahead to commit 
even more serious issues.

Today, Nigerians are still 
waiting to know the conclusion 
of the celebrated Halliburton 
scandal in which the foreign co-
conspirators have been jailed 
after they were found guilty 
w h e r e a s  t h e i r  N i g e r i a n  
counterparts are still shielded as 
sacred cows. Nigerians are still 
waiting to get the outcome of the 
Otedola –Farouk Lawan bribery 
scandal of N600m.

Nigerians that  obtained 
foreign exchange to import oil 
under the Goodluck Jonathan 
administration but failed to do 
so were identified but not 
punished till this date. Recently, 
there broke out another incident 
of mind blowing frauds in the 
Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) involving 
top brass of the government. We 
are still waiting.

We wish to lament that the 
inability of the government to 
bring this high profile politicians 
to book is the reason grafts 
festers in the country. We call on 
the government to exhume all 
previous probe issues and 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  
recommendations.

Class protection and criminal 
activities of political leaders

Friday, March 26, 2021
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Interview

Abia 2023:
I 'll run for governorship 
position – Ibe

n 2012, we all gathered here Ifor this beautiful edifice- 
Gregory University Uturu. 

Years have gone. Can you tell us 
what attracted you to open this 
school instead of investing in oil 
and gas, banking, real estate or 
going into many other things? 

Somehow, the decision to enter 
into any business that I will teach 
t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  
entrepreneurship is that you must 
always calm your environment. 
Opportunities abound, you will 
see it hanging around, and some 
people will call it low hanging fruit 
when they see opportunity.  But 
somehow, the enablement for you 
to grab certain opportunities might 
not be there. So, we first of  all, 
thought we will go into oil and gas 
as you just said. I have properties 
scattered all over Nigeria. At a 
point, I found a blue line as God 
will direct, so I decided to go for 
education. My initial thought was 
to build hospital because my 

foundation and intention tend to 
deliver health to the aged. We 
started with seventy years and 
above. We will pay for their 
medical treatment, care for them 
and treat them. By the time the 
hospital is getting its root we will 
start another program we are 
running, the old people's home.  
Many of  our parents are dying, the 
children have left home, so they 
pretend that they are okay, they go 
to farm and do other things. They 
children come back during 
Christmas and hang around but 
nobody cares about what did they 
eat yesterday or this morning and 
go back to their bases, pretending 
as if  everything is okay. They will 
tell you that everything is okay. So 
I believe that at a certain age 
people will adopt my system by 
sending their parents to my old 
people's home, then the salaries 
that the children pay their parents, 
will be given to us then we take 
care and whenever the family 
wants them to go home then they 

can go home and see what is 
happening and return back, so that 
was my thinking. So we started 
thinking about these things and to 
set up hospital but in between the 
line my hobby to teach from my 
days in OND courses, secondary 
school and during graduate 
program resurfaced. I was always 
teaching my classmates. When I 
finished my Ph.D, I decided to 
offer myself  to Abia State 
University. Fortunately I was an 
accountant with interest in 
teaching so I felt I should come 
and invest in University to bring 
my expertise, to bring best practice 
and that knowledge that I have to 
the youth of  Abia State in 
particular and South East and 
Nigeria in general. In Abia State 
University, I was deputy director 
of  entrepreneurship, I was 
teaching everybody in the ABSU 
business block. I used to have 
about two thousand eight hundred 
students that were under me. But 
of  course, the students do not 

come to class when they are 
supposed to because of  lack of, or 
promotion of  lousiness around 
scholars. They have to sit at home 
or be in private hostel and get lazy 
coming to class. When we built the 
university everyone was leaving in 
the  univers i ty  but  as  the  
population was increasing we 
c o u l d n ' t  p r ov i d e  f o r  t h e  
accommodations that is what gave 
room for private participation 
outside hostels. So I hated it so 
much, so when a time came that 
university was something I should 
consider in my own, I decided to 
bring my expertise of  teaching to 
build a university. When other 
regions where having private 
universities while Abia State and 
Imo State were lacking behind in 
getting private university, so I 
decided to venture into private 
university, I decided that both 
states in South East don't go down. 
We already had private universities 
like Madonna in Anambra. Then, 
because of  the fact that what I do 

in the country is all about 
education, all my teaching aids, 
industrial materials, workshops, 
laboratory equipment in Nigeria 
p o l y t e c h n i c s ,  i n  N i g e r i a  
universities, including elementary 
education. So I felt that each day 
I'm busy helping the growth of  
other universities in Nigeria, there 
comes a time that I can now 
provide an environment for 
Nigeria educational system to see 
how best we can do it, so that we 
can emulate from it. That's why 
building a university after one year 
it got its license. I'm surprised that 
some people have spent 10 years 
but nothing that's maybe because 
there were not ready, they stumble 
into it. For me, everything is about 
experience and apprenticeship 
that involves building a university. 
I have learnt about it and involved 
with it. So I am a player in that 
circle. So I didn't just set up or start 
university because I wanted to or 

Ibe 

Continues on pg 10

The chancellor and founder of  Gregory University, Uturu, Abia State, Prof  Gregory Ibe, has explicitly made it clear that he would contest for the governorship 
election in 2023. Ibe explained why he would run for the governorship position as well as the reason he never entered into the race in the previous elections. He spoke on 
his motivation in establishing the university and why he chose Uturu, his home town. Ibe who is an academic, administrator, businessman and politician equally 
delved into other issues in this interview with Chigozie Uzosike (news editor), Afam Echi (editor), Ori Martins (managing editor) and Glory Ugochukwu 
(reporter). 



Friday, March 26, 2021 Page 6

Market laneMarket laneMarket lane

raders in Onitsha, the Tcommercial  c i ty  of  
Anambra State have 

decried the return of  criminal 
activities and the killings of  
security personnel in the recent 
time.

They a lso  b lamed the 
activities of  touts who regularly 
scam unsuspecting members of  
the public who patronize the 
market on daily basis which 
they  noted that  some of  
customers who came from 
Delta, Edo, Ore in Ondo state, 
majorly from Gabon, Cameron 
Angola  and other  Afr ica 
countries are now going to Aba 
to buy their goods.

The chairman of  Building 
M a t e r i a l s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Market, situated along Enugu/ 
Onitsha Express Road, Mr. 
Jude Nwankwo, while speaking 
t o  N ew s  E c h o,  s a i d  t h e 
leadership of  the markets 
resolved to  embark on a 
sanitization exercise to flush 
out touts and other criminal 
elements in the commercial city. 

He said, “We are set to rid 
t h e  m a r k e t  o f  f a k e  a n d 
unregis tered t raders  who 
e n g a g e d  i n  d u p i n g  o r 
misinforming customers who 
come to the market to transact 
businesses from other states.

He said the touts who 
consist of  young men, all of  
who do not have shops in the 
market  usual ly  approach 
c u s t o m e r s  t o  h e l p  t h e m 
(customers) procure some 
wares, only to sell to them at 
very high cost after collecting 
the  p roduc t s  f rom o the r 
people's shops, or outrightly 
making away with their money.

Nwankwo, revealed that the 
touts have ended up giving the 
market a bad name, and that 
this has affected sales in the 
market.

“The present leadership has 
decided to end the menace of  
market touting in order to give 
the market a brightening image 
which it rightly deserves with 
the cooperat ion of  other 
members of  the executive.

"Most often, customers 
complain of  substandard 
products bought from the 
markets, and would vow never 
to pay another visit to the 
market to patronise them after 
numerous bitter experiences,” 

he added.
Nwankwo disclosed that 

fake revenue agents who flood 
the market premises would also 
be thrown out to enable genuine 
i n v e s t o r s  s e e k  w a y s  o f  
partnering with traders for 
development and business 
boom.

Touting has remained a 
major problem in most markets 
in Onitsha, with some even 
posing as revenue agents to 
disposes customers of  their 
monies in the market

The Traditional ruler of  
O n i t s h a  K i n g d o m ,  I g we 
Nnaemeka Alfred Achebe (Obi 
of  Onitsha), who also spoke on 
the development, urged security 
agencies in the State to live up to 
their responsibility by arresting 
t h e  c u r r e n t  s c o u r g e  o f  
insecurity across communities 
in the state. 

Igwe Achebe made the plea 
at Ime-Obi Palace, Awka Road, 
Onitsha after being presented 
with keys of  six motorcycles, 
communication gadgets and 
other equipment donated by 
R&S Lotto Company for the 
enhancement of  Onitsha Ado 
Community Vigilante Service.

Chairman, Onitsha North 
Local Government Area, Hon. 
Patrick Agha Mba also donated 
a Siena Bus to the security outfit 
to fight the menace.

The traditional ruler who 
commended the immense 
contributions of  R&S Lotto in 
securing lives and property of  
the citizens also called on other 
corporate bodies and those 
operating businesses in the 
town to emulate the lotto 
company in their effort to make 
Onitsha safe for businesses to 
thr ive.  He  a l so  en jo ined 
Onitsha indigenes in diaspora 
to contribute towards the 
sustenance of  the outfit.

Managing Director, R&S 
Lotto, Chief  Francis Chidiac 
who jokingly described himself  
as a native of  Umudei Village, 
Onitsha while speaking through 
his Anambra State Manager of  
the company, Hon. Raphael 
E m e j u l u  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
company's donation to the 
security outfit was one of  her 
numerous corporate social 
responsibility to assist the 
environment where it operates 
her business.

Emejulu an indigene of  
Onitsha disclosed that R&S 

Lotto had many Onitsha 
indigenes working in the 
company and commended the 
effort of  the Managing Director 
of  the company, Chief  Chidiac 
in his quest to make the town 
safe for all, especially now that 
those employed to protect 
harmless citizens have been 
murdered in cool blood.

Senior Special Assistant to 
G o v.  O b i a n o  o n  Yo u t h 
Development ,  Mr.  Eloka 
Egbunike during an interview 
w i t h  N e w s  E c h o,  u r g e d 
indigenes of  the town to work 
towards protection of  lives and 
property of  people in the 
commercial town by donating 
security equipment to the 
security outfit.

Also reacting on the ugly 
situation trending in Onitsha 
and its environs, the state Hon.  
Commissioner for Trade and 
C o m m e r c e,  M r.  C h a r l e s 
Uchenna Okafor, on his part, 
alerted all market leaders in 
Anambra to be vigilant because 
of  the security challenges facing 
the state in recent times.  

Okafor sounded the alarm 
during a meeting with all 
s takeholders  and  market 
leaders held early this week at 
the office of  the Head of  Service 
(HOS) Conference Hall, State 
Secretariat, Awka. 

He told them that what is 
happening is so dangerous that 
security agents are killed and 
their arms taken away. In two 
incidents at Awkuzu and Nneni 
some security agents were 
killed. 

“If  such happens in a 
market environment, casualties 
will be so much.'' “The weapons 
car ted away by unknown 
gunmen who perpetrated the 
crimes may be used to commit 
other crimes. 

“Anambra State has been 
the most peaceful and safest 
state in Nigeria, but when 
security agents that have given 
us that success are attacked and 
dislodged, we are in danger,'' the 
commissioner remarked.  

He then called on market 
execu t ive  commi t t ee s  to 
sensitize all traders in their 
m a r k e t s  t o  b e  s e c u r i t y 
c o n s c i o u s ;  t o  m o n i t o r 
movements in and around their 
m a r k e t s  a n d  r e p o r t  a n y 
suspicious movements to the 
police.  

On the issue of  politics, the 

commissioner emphasized that 
the stance of  the state government 
was that market environment 
should never be used for political 
rallies or campaigns. 

“There are diverse political 
interests in the markets, and some 
politicians will want to take 
advantage of  traders and their 
markets. “They should not be 
allowed into markets to avoid 
causing confusion in the markets.'' 

Concerning fire incidents in 
markets, the commissioner said 
that the government would want 
t o  s p e n d  m o r e  m o n e y  o n 
prevention of  fire outbreaks than 
in compensating victims. He 
called on markets without water 
boreholes, fire hydrants and good 
access roads to forward their 
requests to the government.  

In addition, he explained that 
the government had set up a 
committee to look into the fire 
outbreak at the Nnewi Timber 
Market. 

He also complained that the 
crime rate in the state presently 
was so high that it was adversely 
affecting the traders and buyers 
alike.  

Chairman Amalgamated 
Traders Association, Nnewi 
,Chief  Edward Muozom, called 
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e 
government to the dilapidated 
conditions of  the two fire trucks 
given to them.  

He said that of  the two, one is 

not functional, the one that is 

functioning was an old truck that 

could not  do much;  which 

accounted for the complete razing 

of  Nnewi Timber Market.  

Chairman Oye Uga Market, 

Mr. Williams Umendigo said that 

the market leaders had been 

supporting the government and 

protecting the markets against 

invasions by politicians.  

He said that they in turn expect 

c e r t a i n  r e w a r d s  f r o m  t h e 

government in terms of  palliatives 

and infrastructure projects in their 

markets.  

Chairman, Anambra State 

Market Amalgamated Traders 

Association ASMATA, Chief  

Ikechukwu Ekwegbalu cautioned 

all market executive members to 

provide fire extinguishers in their 

various markets as previously 

agreed, before pushing for water 

hydrants and fire trucks.

He warned members to be 

vigilant and report any suspicious 

person or group of  persons 

parading in the domain to their 

nearby police station for prompt 

action.

The Chairman of  Onitsha 

Aluminum, Allied Dealers and 

Technicians Association of  

Niger ia  (OAADTA),  Chief  

Ifeanyi Okeke, on his brief  

reaction, advised the South East 

governors to do the needful by 

intensifying their security efforts 

in order to safeguard the region 

from the hands of  those who didn't 

mean well for the growth and 

development of  Igbo land.

Onitsha traders decry poor patronage

Chief Ifeanyi Okeke, chairman of Onitsha Aluminum,Chief Ifeanyi Okeke, chairman of Onitsha Aluminum,
Allied Dealers Association of Nigeria.Allied Dealers Association of Nigeria.
Chief Ifeanyi Okeke, chairman of Onitsha Aluminum,
Allied Dealers Association of Nigeria.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Finger criminal activities, fire outbreak,
killing of security men
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iger ia  is  one of  the 

Nc o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a 
known for its incredible 

sense of  fashion. Every year a new 
technique is designed with a very 
unique and appealing design. 

Nigerians love to wear clothes 
in their traditional fashion and 
style. If  they do not wear the 
complete traditional look, then 
they at least match one cultural 
element in their outfit. Check out 
this compilation of  the latest 
Nige r i an  ou t f i t s .  You  wi l l 
definitely find something that will 
intrigue you here. 

These looks are not just for 
parties and events. They are also 
great for casual wear. Have a look 
at some of  the latest fashions in 
Nigeria. Nigerian traditional wear 
designs Nigeria native wears is one 
of  the most beautiful Nigerian 
fashion designs. They enhance the 
culture of  the Nigerian people. 
The designs are always made from 
different fabrics and different types 
depending on different occasions. 

Matching headgear outfit 
Such an outfit can be ideal for a 

wedding ceremony or any other 
gathering that is not formal. You 
can decide to match everything 
like the lady above. 

Elegant traditional dress
This is a classy traditional 

outfit established with stones and 
pearls. It is a perfect outfit for a 

bride at her wedding. 
Simple black Nigeria native 

wears 
Ladies can also rock in such an 

outfit that is mostly believed to be 
worn by men. It looks elegant, and 
you can decide on the type of  color 
you want. 

White with pink f loral 
patterns 

The outfit is perfect for any 
given non-formal occasion. 

Simple green outfit Nigerian 
traditional wear 

This lovely green outfit is 
outstanding. It is one of  the most 
trending designs won by Nigerian 
men. 

A flowing gown 
A man wearing a Yoruba 

traditional flowing gown called 
gbariye with a hat popularly 
known as abetiaja. 

Couple outfit 
You can still look elegant in 

different outfit designs like the 
couple above. 

Brown couple outfit 
Thi s  ou t f i t  i s  a  pe r f ec t 

combination of  the traditional 
attire with lace details on the lady's 
dress. It is a great outfit for a 
wedding event. 

Beautiful floral detail attire 
Kids can also look classy in 

t r a d i t i o n a l  o u t f i t s .  T h e 
combination of  the headgear and 
the  t radi t ional  cora l  beads 
enhances the look. 

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
Nigerian outfits: Latest tendencies and trends of 2021 

Read &
advertise

in
NEWS
ECHO

Matching headgear outfit Matching headgear outfit Matching headgear outfit 
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Simple black Nigeria native wears Simple black Nigeria native wears Simple black Nigeria native wears 

White with pinkWhite with pink
floral patternsfloral patterns
White with pink
floral patterns

Simple green outfitSimple green outfit
Nigerian traditional wear Nigerian traditional wear 
Simple green outfit
Nigerian traditional wear 

A flowing gown 

Couple outfit 

Brown couple outfit Brown couple outfit Brown couple outfit 

Beautiful floral detail attire Beautiful floral detail attire Beautiful floral detail attire 
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Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

ornography is any Pform of  media created 
to arouse the user 

sexually, especially such 
media that is distributed 
commercially. At this time, 
pornography is multimillion 
d o l l a r  i n d u s t r y.  S i n c e 
pornography's migration 
from magazines and videos to 
a digital format, it is readily 
accessible, easily kept private 
and anonymous. 

Women at times view 
porn, yet men are still by far 
t h e  b i g g e s t  u s e r s . 
Unfortunately, pornography 
use can impact  mari ta l 
intimacy in significant ways.

Signs that pornography 
is damaging your marriage

Por nog raphy  i s  the 
number one temptation 
facing most adult men. If  
allowed to fester in our lives, 
porn slowly erodes not only 
our rational senses but our 
very souls. A marriage is 
diseased when outside sexual 
influences work their way 
i n t o  i t ,  a n d  a s  t h o s e 
inf luences progress, the 
marriage falls deeper and 
deeper into despair.

This is a difficult topic for 
us to talk about. It's one of  
those things that we just keep 
silent. But the reason of  this 
article is to teach us to strive 
to  become be t te r  men. 
Something as treacherous as 
pornography undermines 
everything we try to achieve 

ver the years, the Nigerian 

Ofilm industry, Nollywood, 
has churned out movies 

with various storylines, most of  
which have to do with relationships 
or perhaps a big boy from the city 
falling in love with a village girl. 
Well, these scripts are usually acted 

out by the same set of  movie stars 
and they have become known over 
the years for it. For instance, Emeka 
Ike and Ramsey Nouah have been 
k n o w n  t o  b e  N o l l y w o o d ' s 
designated lover boys, while the 
likes of  Jim Iyke are known for being 
hard guys with a hint of  lover boy. 

Actors like Patience Ozokwor, 
Sola Sobowale or Eucharia Anunobi 
usually act as wicked mother in-laws 
while Genevieve Nnaji, Omotola, 
Ini Edo, are usually the damsels in 
distress that are eventually snatched 
by their knights in shining armours, 
the lover boys. Just recently, Legit.ng 
decided to focus on Nollywood lover 
boys and came up with four of  the 
most popular ones. Readers were 
then asked to pick their favourites. 

This was done via a Twitter poll. 
The stars on the list included Jim 
Iyke, Emeka Ike, Ramsey Nouah 
and Desmond Elliot. The film star 
with the least vote was Desmond 
Elliot with only 5.9% of  votes while 
the actor who won the poll was none 
other than Ramsey Nouah with 
57.7% votes. Jim Iyke came in 
second with 26.3% while Emeka Ike 
had 10.2% votes. 

the  t r us t  bu i l t  in  your 
marriage until it is gone 
completely. Meanwhile, the 
ab i l i ty  to  ac tua l ly  f ee l 
intimacy together will wear 
away at the exact same pace 
as the trust.

Creates  shame and 
emptiness

A husband addicted to 
porn will justify his actions to 
himself. He'll find blame to 
place on his wife or his life but 
what he's really trying to 
cover up is the shame he's 
feeling. The best way to 
explain this is to imagine the 
best sex ever had with your 
wife and the euphoria that 
accompanied it afterward. 
Porn has no chance of  ever 
producing that feeling. It's not 
real and it leaves only shame 
and emptiness after the fact.

Progressively worse and 
unsatisfying

Addictions all work the 
same way. As they progress, 
y o u  n e e d  m o r e  a n d 
intensified versions of  your 
addiction. In time, no matter 
how much is consumed, that 
satisfied feeling felt in the 
beginning can never be 
reached. A porn addict is no 
different than a drug addict; 
i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b o t h 
desperately trying to find that 
high that keeps eluding them. 
In the end, the addict will 
either seek help or watch his 
life fall apart piece by piece. 
There is hope in the resiliency 

as husbands and fathers. 
With that in mind, let's focus 
on the effects of  porn on 
marriage.

True passion is nullified
Great marital sex has to 

do with the genuine passion 
built up between two people 
in love, connecting in the 
highest physical form of  
intimacy. This is difficult to 
achieve even without porn 
introduced into the equation. 
Children, stress, and business 
all take their toll on genuine 
passion. Pornography will 
outright destroy it. In studies, 
many women will say they 
don't feel that their porn-
addicted husbands are truly 
present when they make love.

Ridiculous expectations
When we fill our minds 

with the false images of  porn, 
we naturally take those 
expectations with us to the 
bedroom. This leads to 
d isappointment  for  the 
husband and a wife with a 
wrecked self-esteem.

The loss of trust and 
intimacy

Most, if  not all, wives (if  
they are being honest) , 
cons ider  the i r  husband 
viewing pornography as 
cheating. Another woman, 
even just her image, has been 
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  y o u r 
relationship and she now has 
to compete with it. Continual 
viewing of  porn will erode 

of  the soul. For the sake of  all 
involved, shut the porn down. 

Seek help. 
Counselors believe that 

Pornography can lower the 
sense of  self-esteem and self-
worth of  the wife because she 
may compare herself  to the 
women that her husband is 
viewing on the screen." She 
sees it as a slippery slope to 
addiction. It may also lead to 
" a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e 
progression of  rougher or 
more deviant sex." This 
contributes to the husband 
becoming more focused on 
his needs and not those of  his 
wife.

All of  the experts agree 
that a detachment of  emotion 
during sex, and detachment 
from the relationship as a 
whole, is very dangerous to 
the viability of  the marriage. 
"Pornography is a poor 
substitute for the bonding 
v e r s i o n  o f  s e x .  T h e 
vulnerability is removed in 
pornography, and that makes 
it too simplistic to produce 
the security and bonding that 
are a significant part of  the 
physical interaction of  a 
couple.

M e n  m a y  b e c o m e 
"impatient" or "impersonal" 
during sex, ignore needed 
foreplay  or  day  to  day 
flirtations that lead to sex. 

These are "powerfully 
connect ing moments  in 
couple's lives" that should not 

be taken for granted. Men are 
at particular risk for using sex 
as a substitute for having to 
use emotional skills they are 
unsure of  or uncomfortable 
with and porn reinforces that.

Should you view porn 
with your partner to please 
them?

This is not a case of, “If  
you can't beat them, join 
them.” That does not work to 
solve this issue. Wives who 
regularly view porn with their 
husbands  because  they 
believe it will make their 
husbands happy will suffer 
negative consequences. They 
general ly feel  "sadness, 
b e t r a y a l ,  r e j e c t i o n , 
resentment, distrusting, used, 
not good enough," according 
to Lacy,  a  profess ional 
counselor, and cautions that 
this should not become a 
r e p e t i t ive  h a b i t  i n  t h e 
marriage. Taylor sees in his 
practice that women are often 
willing to "spice up" the 
relationship but do not want 
to use porn as a "simplistic 
substitute." He thinks that 
" e x p e r i m e n t i n g "  i s 
understandable, but where 
t h e r e  i s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r 
addiction, "pleasing can 
reinforce or excuse avoidant 
or abusive dynamics."

What to do if porn is a 
problem

W i v e s  n e e d  t o  b e 
assertive. If  it seems like a 

m
ino

r 
proble

m , t h e  w i f e 
should "discuss how she 
f e e l s  u n i m p o r t a n t , 
degraded, disconnected or 
lonely and help him tune 
back into her core needs for 
love, safety and security. If  
there is an active addiction, 
expect denial. It is fine to 
insist that the husband go to 
counseling to deal with the 
issues. It is best to seek out a 
cer tified sex addiction 
specialist or certified sex 
therapist, even if  the wife 
has to get the ball rolling.

Overall, pornography 
use is a risky venture that 
can wreak havoc on a 
relationship if  used in 
excess. The best way to deal 
with sexual issues is to talk 
it out and explore together 
how to improve your sex 
life. There are many other 
healthy options to try that 
will not put your marriage 
in danger. Keeping the 
emotional connection and 
communication in your 
marriage is critical. If  
pornography crops up, it 
may  be  v i ewed  a s  an 
opportunity to express 
sexual needs or assess if  it is 
a problem requiring expert 
help. Do not “sweep it 
under the rug.” This is one 
often overlooked addiction 
that  can destroy your 
marriage if  you do not get 
yourselves back on track.

Pornography and your marriage 

Nollywood lover boys:
Ramsey Nouah tops
chart as Nigerians decide 

Ramsey NoahRamsey NoahRamsey Noah Emeka IkeEmeka IkeEmeka Ike Jim IykeJim IykeJim Iyke Desmond ElliotDesmond ElliotDesmond Elliot
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RelationshipRelationshipRelationship
f  your boyfriend does not really Ishare as much as you think a 
healthy relationship requires, 

h e r e ' s  w h a t  t o  d o .
Couples giving and accepting gifts 
and other tangible, valuable things is 
a well-established relationship 
dynamic which actually deserves all 
the spotl ight  and discussion 
imaginable. 

And here's why: no relationship 
thrives without sharing – and this 
goes beyond the things you can see 
and touch.

Partners also need to be able to 
give each other a corresponding 
amount of  effort, respect, attention, 
love, affection… and yes… as many 
material things as they can afford. 
So if  you are in a relationship with a 
guy who has problems sharing, 
especially on the level of  material 
things, you are not overreacting by 
feeling uncomfortable with such 
behavior.

And to tackle this, here are three 
helpful tips for you:

1. Talk to him about it
This is the first base of  all 

relationship issues. Sometimes 
people do some wrong things not 
with the intention to hurt, but 
because they think it is the right 
thing to do. By refusing to say 
anything and pretending all is fine 
when it's not, you are not giving him 
the chance to know how you feel 
about certain issues.

So whether it is his stinginess or 
something else, do not hesitate to 
talk to him about it first and give him 
the opportunity to turn a new leaf`.

2. Give him stuff
There's also something to be 

said for 'leading by example.'

t can be unnerving trying to Ifigure out whether there are 
other women in the picture. 

These signs should be a warning. 
Everyone probably loves exclusivity 
in relationships but sometimes, it 
never works out the way you want. 
Either way, no one wants to be with 
a lying, cheating partner but you 
never know with these things.

Most men are quite smart about 
keeping several women in their 
lives, so it's hard to tell if  you are the 
only one, the main girl, aside girl, or 
just one of  the others.

It can be unnerving trying to 
figure out whether there are other 
women in the picture. If  you are 
seeing these signs in the man you 
are with, you are probably not the 
only one.

Always introduces you as a 
friend

If  you are talking and very close 
to being official and he still refers to 
you as a friend, you should evaluate 
what you have with him.

No surprise visits allowed
He resents you springing 

surprises on him like dropping by 
his house without prior notice. Be 
wary if  he says he has roommates or 
he feels like his place isn't nice 
enough for you. When they become 
too frequent, it has become a cause 
for concern.

Never met his Family and 
friends

You both have been together for 
a while and you are yet to meet his 
family or friends. You don't know 
the people he spends his time with 
when he is not around you. This is 

probably because there are other 
women.

Never lets his phone out of  his 
sight

He can't afford to keep his 
phone out of  his sight when you are 
around. Then he is definitely seeing 
someone else or doing something 
downright fishy. Whatever the case 
may be, you should be on your 
guard.

No surprise visits allowed
He resents you springing 

surprises on him like dropping by 
his house without prior notice. Be 
wary if  he says he has roommates or 
he feels like his place isn't nice 
enough for you. When they become 
too frequent, it has become a cause 
for concern.

In the present case, look for 
things he need, the gifts he'll find 
most useful, then give him as much 
of  that as you can find.

One of  the ways to teach people 
how to relate with you is to relate 
with them in that same manner. Of  
course, it does not mean that they 
will get the clue and treat you like 
that, too, but it's a step worth taking. 
Hopefully your man gets the point.

3. Hope you're making your 
own money?

You're not asking for too much 
if  you want a man to share material 
things with you. And especially if  
your love language is getting gifts, 
that statement becomes a lot more 

accurate.
However, it is important to 

know that if  this is the kind of  
relationship you want, you should 
not just be willing to spend that 
money on him or shower him with 
gifts and material things, you need 
to actually BE ABLE TO.

Making your own money and 
being able to afford gifts and other 

ou want to avoid the disaster Yof  being with someone not 
as sexually adventurous as 

you.
There is an endless list of  things 

that could put a strain on your 
relationship or marriage. From 
inconsistency to unmet relationship 
n e e d s ,  t o  a  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r 
communication and an imbalance in 
sex drive, among many others.

While the list above is not 
conclusive or absolute by any stretch 
of  the imagination, it still contains 
some of  the biggest and most 
problematic issues that couples and 
spouses have always had to grapple 
with. Chief  among those issues, and 
most pertinent to this article, is the 
potential tragedy of  being with 
someone whose sex drive does not 
match yours.

Sex drive aka sexual desire aka 
libido is simply the urge to seek 
satisfaction of  someone's sexual 
n e e d s .  T h e  n e e d  f o r  s ex u a l 
gratification, of  course, varies from 
person to person. And this is where 
the source of  conflict lies.

Just as it is important to find 

someone whose values match 

yours, someone whose idea of  life is 

not so different from yours, 

someone with whom you have a 

common ground on the most 

important life issues, so is it 

necessary to get you someone who 

shares a common ground when it 

comes to sex and the meeting of  

sexual needs.
And this is not just something 

that is particular to those who have 
a high sex drive. Even if  you are not 
so big on sex, you also need to take 
the issue just as serious.

B e c a u s e  s e x  i s  s u c h  a n 
important part of  intimacy – 
Aminat Ayeni, a Lagos based sex 
therapist and of  CEO of  Aminat's 
Secrets, Lagos says it is actually 
50% impor tant  for  thr iv ing 
marriages and relationships; - it 
creates a problem of  sorts when 
partners can't see eye to eye on the 
issue. It's like two people supposed 
to co-pilot a plane but can't even 
agree on the most basic things.

When partners have sexual 

desires that are so lopsided and so 
far apart in intensity, frequency and 
regularity, it really is not difficult to 
imagine such relationship hitting 
the rocks. Even if  it somehow 
persists, chances are that such 
relationship will be filled with 
resentment, unmet needs, stifled 
expressions of  intimacy and a 
whole of  lot of   brewing konji
underneath.

It is particularly worse for 
married people who intend to be 
married once; who intend to get all 
issues fixed one way or the other, 
instead of  breaking up. In such a 
situation, if  both partners are not 
willing to either tone it down or up 
their game to meet each other 
halfway, things become even 
messier and more complicated. It 
really is not a place you want to be 
in, to be very honest.

It is better to avoid such 
situations that to be in it and try to 
navigate your way out of  it. This is 
why it has been repeatedly said that 
communication and some more 
communication is the best way to 
avoid all of  this. Long before a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t r a n s f o r m s  t o 
something more serious, partners 
need to have had all the talks 
imag inab le,  no  mat te r  how 
awkward it may seem.

Whether or not you are having 
sex in your relationship, it is 
important to talk about sex, talk 
about how to handle sex-related 
issues and the things you both 
expect  of  each other in the 
relationship/marriage.

No matter how you look at it, 
an unreconciled disconnection in 
the sexual desires of  partners will 
always cause issues in their 
relationship.

stuff  for him, no matter how little, 
gives the relationship a feel of  
mutuality rather than parasitism.

H av i n g  s a i d  t h a t ,  i t  i s 
important to note that a stingy 
boyfriend and a broke boyfriend 
are not the same. If  you are dating 
one of  those, this is how to deal 
with him.

Stingy boyfriend? Here are 3 ways to turn that around 

Ladies, you're not the
only woman in his life

Importance of dating
someone with similar
sex drive 

A female lover complaining to her stingy boyfriend

Having opposite sex drives can be a problemHaving opposite sex drives can be a problemHaving opposite sex drives can be a problem
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...Let other Nigerians 
allow us to produce 
president in 2023

there was need for it for it, I set up 
because I have the experience. I'm 
a lecturer; I have all it takes to run a 
university. As a business man or an 
entrepreneur, you set up a 
university but you can't operate it 
the way I operate because I'm a 
different person who knows in and 
out of  the university and knows the 
courage to build a university. As I 
usually tell my colleagues, I'm the 
chairman of  all Proprietors of  
Private Universities in Nigeria. 
You can imagine the big load. So 
we are all working together to 
bring quality to the educational 
sector in Nigeria and that's how 
this university got founded. By the 
special grace of  God we will move 
from strength to strength. I'm glad 
to say we are one of  the best and 
the fastest growing universities in 
the country.  From three colleges 
to 12 colleges, we are doing great. 
We are very much here and what 
we contribute is now known and 
we are not they people that run 
from advert. We want to achieve 
greatness - from your work people 
will know you.  Instead of  telling 
people with the word of  mouth, we 
give the best, the best, and nothing 
but the best.  We have a 
commercial radio in Okigwe, our 
television is starting, we will be 
shooting movies here, and we will 
be doing Nollywood business in 
our school. We have a museum 
that we are setting up, we are 
b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e  N e w  
Masquerade. We are taking the 
licence from NTA and bringing it 
back. So that's what our university 
stands for.

In what ways distinguishes you 
from other universities in 
Nigeria?
Yo u  c a n n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  
development or revamping of  
science and technology in Nigeria 
without me. And so, if  I have a 
university, what happens in that 
university should be core science 
and technology.  You will take that 
one as a key. But in a university it 
will be wrong of  anybody to 
arrogate a university in Nigeria to 
be a mono system - we have all 
other supports. Because in College 
of  Humanities, we do compulsory 
French here but our scholars are 
shying away from it to what would 
have been a better thing for their 
future. They do not know what I'm 
doing for them. In Humanities, we 
have French, and you offer French 
and you would see one scholar 
offering it but you have employed 
French lecturers. In that case, you 
would be crying why I have 

French.  We should shoot it down 
and during accreditation, you 
spend about three to four million 
naira to redeem that course, then 
you will still be crying.  There is 

what we call elective. Those people 
that are doing GST that do 
compulsory French, the teachers 
that are in the College will be there 
to teach them. So there is need for 

the French teachers. We have Law; 
we have Social and Management 
Sciences to offer those courses 
because this thing supports the 
scholars. Now the next time is 
science. We are the best in science: 
our Geology is the best, our 
Pharmacy is the best, and our 
laboratories are the best.  We have 
Optometry, and we have Dentistry 
and we have Physiotherapy. We 
also have farm for the Agric 
students. We handle the World 
Igbo Summit - decisions are taken 
here during the summit. We have 
Igbo Renaissance Centre - to carry 
Igbo people to next level and next 
decades as we continue to be alive 
and if  we are not still here, it will 
continue to go on. Then in 
Education, we have the Igbo 
L i b r a r y  h e r e  t o  p r o m o t e  
everything about Ndigbo. You can 
be sure, when you ask me where 
my focus is, I will tell you that the 
entire area is my focus that is 
touching lives and will make 
people to have development in all 
areas of  life. So we are a great 

institution.

What do you have to say about 
Igbo and 2023 presidency?
This is March.  Before now, all my 
elders and people that are younger 
have been shying away from 
promoting their right; right to 
leadership in this country. But 
because of  what I do in World Igbo 
Summit, it took like two- three 
months to go round to all ethnic 
groups in Nigeria, agree with them 
and brought everybody to 
Sheraton Hotel in Abuja at exactly 
5th of  March, 2020. I did the 
meeting and I asked questions. 
Can Nigeria from the entire ethnic 
groups tell me why an Igbo man 
cannot rule Nigeria? Why can't we 
rule Nigeria? We should be told 
today. Alhaji Tanko-Yakasai was 
there, he said that there was 
nothing wrong. Another one 
apologized and said that there was 
nothing wrong; Rivers State 
people said that there was nothing 
wrong, every tribe, everybody 
spoke. From 6th of  March last year 
till now, that is when the Igbo 
people rose up to start indicating 
interest. I started it because 
nobody could do it in Abuja but I 
called the conference, I spent my 
money. When I came back from 
the US after the pandemic, I called 
for the coalition meeting, all the 
people that I have heard and 
recorded, came to this university 
and I told them look, it is time to 
run a coalition and have a mandate 
to reach and appoint the groups 
that will go round the country. 
Some of  them have been listening 
to some people, some are moles in 
Igbo nation. Some people are 
pursuing their own agenda. For me 
I have resolved based on the right 
papers on the communiqué 
reached by my people. I am 
carrying on their mandate to 
Nigerians and more will come. 
From Igbo of  South East  
extraction, a president of  Nigeria 
will emerge. If  you listen or read 
my comments, no ethnic group is 
more placed in unity than where 
we are today. One thing is clear, 
even if  they make an Igbo man 
president, 90% of  the Igbo will not 
benefit from that person but what 
they wanted to do is that we agree 
that my brother has been given 
opportunity and we have been 
given opportunity to be welded 
into the Nigeria system. If  nobody 
allows us now when will they 
allow us, when we are dead? If  we 
can't do it now and again the more 
you avoid the South Easterner 
from being president, they more 
you are creating an indiscretion in 
the country.  There is no way an 
Igbo man will be president and 
indiscreet on the country, fear or 
create some illusions. The day an 
Igbo man becomes president they 
will see that Nigeria will become 

Continued from pg 5

Everything under the sun has its time 
and season. Former Governor Theodore 

Orji, told all of  us to wait, that the 
south, that is the Ngwa enclave, will 

produce the  governor after him and after 
eight years when it will be the time of  the 

North we can now come and contest. 
Now, we are approaching 2023, I can 

assure you that we have prepared to offer 
ourselves for leadership position in Abia 

State.

“

“

Continues on pg 11

Ibe 



Page 11Friday, March 26, 2021

Interview

...Gregory University 
best for now

Universities if  any professor or 
lecturer is going into research and 
is starting a research, for example a 
science or engineering related. 
They started the science twelve or 
thirteen months ago and went on 
ASUU strike will those research 
continue. So they have used 
A S U U  s t r i k e  a n d  l a b o u r  
opportunities for unionization, 
union to mess up academic 
intuitions within the public 
universities. They have so messed 
it up, and then you start wondering 
that our stars have gone. The 
funding that they are seeking for is 
ending up in their pocket, is not the 
funding to attract the professors 
from all over the world. One thing 
that is going to kill the universities 
is that they cannot fund the public 
universities gratis- with about forty 
thousand naira paid as bills. You 
pay one million or two million for 
your son or daughter to go to 
private secondary schools and 
when he or she is ready for the 
universities you will say you have 
scholarships at the university that 
they are paying forty thousand 
naira and you now leave the person 
to go to public university, it is 
subsidized by federal government. 
So everything runs under the level 
of  subsidy. Teachers are saying 
leave me alone I don't need this. 
And the children are equally not 
serious because there is no 
commitment to whatever thing is 
happening. So the university keeps 
on lingering behind by the day. In 
time like this, we make it resemble 
what can attract research from all 
over the world because we cannot 
work in isolation. I have quoted 
one million dollars to go into 
vaccine production. My university 
has  wr i t ten  le t te r s  to  a l l  
universities to submit any research 
topic they have, so that we can be 
ready to produce vaccines and all 
that. We have not seen any reply. 
So on the first, through my 
companies, my partner is Dr. Uche 
Umale, we happened to develop 
the first innovation and research 
cen t re  in  Abu ja ,  Sk i l l  G  
Innovation Centre at Airport road, 
Abuja. We are supported by Israeli 
embassy in Nigeria- Israeli 
government. We have all the 
youths with good ideas and we are 
mentoring them and in few 
months time. We will bring the 
investors to buy their ideas. Can 
you imagine the thing I'm doing 
for my country? So the universities 
are not helping or the lecturers in 
the universities are not helping 
because there is no need to say it is 
the  univers i t ies.  I t  i s  the  
commitment of  the lecturers who 
think of  the research TETFUND 
is ready to give them money. To 
what extent is given to them is put 
into use. TETFUND as decided by 
the chairman decides to give 
University money for research. So 
what did you think will be the part 
of  the people? They will take the 
money and misuse the money. So 
the universities don't do their work 
and government needs to stop 
these strikes going on in schools.

Continued from pg 10

in Nigeria to development, 
Universities are regarded as 
centers of excellence, now how 
will you rate the role of  
universities in the development 
of Nigeria? 
First all, anything I discuss about 
universities, I am also inclusive but 
let me look at it from the broader 
sense of  it. We, the universities are 
failing the nation. So also let's 
break i t  in to  two.  Publ ic  

come they saw it happen. So the 
best is Nigeria should come 
together and all politicians to say 
that we should be wielded into the 
fabric of  Nigeria so that we can 
have a country. We don't want this 
behavior every day. We want to 
provide leadership and that 
leadership is the leadership that 
will bring Nigeria into the lead of  
equals and one Nigeria.

Given the crucial role of research 

opportunity. Let my Yoruba 
brothers leave us to lead, allow us 
to lead, they will understand. Let 
the Hausa/Fulani allow us to lead. 
We are Nigerians and we have 
equal rights. Restructuring is a part 
of  us and they should know that if  
they want to restructure or they 
don't want to restructure, is giving 
Igbo man presidency. 

What do you think is actually 
Nigeria's problem? 
Nigeria's actual problem is, when 
we talk about culture. Culture is 
the passing of  norms and values 
from the old to the young that is 
the definition of  culture. The 
culture that has affected Nigeria is 
passing these values and norms 
against Ndigbo and a particular 
way we behave to their children's 
children and they see it has a way 
to go against us but time is 
evolving. When things will start 
changing and we will see that those 
that you didn't call king will end up 
being king. People will rise up, 
when Joseph became a king in 
Egypt nobody expected that to 
happen but God walked all his way 
to give them that, those people 
who didn't believe that we will 

commonly united and then the 
acceptance of  Ndigbo to Nigerian 
politics will become well known 
and our result will be there. We are 
the only people, with all due 
respect, that are everywhere in 
Nigeria. We invest all over the 
country but Nigerians have yet to 
accept us. Let nobody joke with it, 
the South East will make a better 
president and I normally give 
references.  Why the American 
people along the line said lets 
allow a black man to lead us. They 
gave Obama opportunity to lead. 
Did Obama do everything for the 
black people?  He didn't. The issue 
is that his position started and now 
we have another black person 
being vice president and then in 
the unity of  America blacks are 
not dogs. In Nigeria the Igbo man 
will not create wars. They Igbo 
man will lead and give resounding 
leadership attitude that the world 
will be proud of. This is why we 
must be. In fact, to your question, 
this must be a goal that must be 
achieved.

As a politician, why have you not 
ventured into Abia governorship 
contest?
Well, everything under the sun has 
its time and season. I follow as a 
PDP man; I follow things 
religiously they way they go.  As 
far as I'm concerned, zoning in 
PDP became the way to go and 
Abia State follows this zoning. I 
thank God that former Governor 
Theodore Orji, an apostle of  
zoning, equity and fair play told all 
of  us to wait, that the south, that is 
the Ngwa enclave, will produce the  
governor after him and after eight 
years when it will be the turn of  the 
North we can now come and 
contest. Therefore, I obeyed the 
party and obeyed my elders, 
obeyed party structure and the 
reality of  zoning.  Now, we are 
approaching 2023, I can assure 
you that we have prepared to offer 
ourselves to leadership position in 
Abia State and then confirming 
that I still remain a politician and 
academician.

Do you support the call for 
restructuring of Nigeria?
Well that's what I'm telling you. If  
you go back to the Awka 
declaration, when Ndigbo were 
gathered in Awka, you will see the 
first two-three paragraphs, Soludo 
read that the decision for Ndigbo 
to accept restructuring at the basis 
for governance in Nigeria or in 
future governance of  Nigeria was 
agreed in World Igbo Summit 
meeting in Uturu at Gregory 
University (Uturu Declaration). I 
served Ndigbo as the deputy Lead 
Consultant at the National 
Conference.  You can imagine me, 
doing everything for Ndigbo, 
preaching restructuring and asking 
al l  the par ties to give us 

Ibe 

There is no way an Igbo man will be 
president and indiscreet on the country, fear 

or create some illusions. The day an Igbo 
man becomes president they will see that 

Nigeria will become commonly united and 
then the acceptance of  Ndigbo to Nigerian 
politics will become well known and our 

result will be there. We are the only people, 
with all due respect, that are everywhere in 
Nigeria. We invest all over the country but 

Nigerians have yet to accept us. 

“

“

Ibe 
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Cross section of youths after the empowerment training organized by Governor Willie Obiano.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Independent 
Petroleum Mar-
keters Association 

(IPMAN), Enugu depot 
community has given the 
Anambra government a 
14-working-day notice to 
fulfill its own part of  the 
agreement between them 
or face shutdown by mar-
keters in the state.

The ultimatum was 
contained in a two-page 
pre-action notice signed 
by the chairman and 
secretary, IPMAN Enu-
gu Depot, Mr. Chinedu 
Anyaso and Mr. Oliver 
Ekwueme respectively to 
Gov. Willie Obiano.

Anyaso who made the 
letter available to journal-
ists in Awka on Wednes-
day said copies had been 
submitted to police, Di-
rector of  State Services, 
NSCDC and other secu-

Fuel scarcity in Anambra: 
IPMAN threatens showdown 

G
overnor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has 

charged the newly sworn-in 
commissioners to avoid cor-
ruption and serve the people 
sincerely.

The Governor who per-
formed the swearing-in cer-
emony on Wednesday at the 
Executive Council Cham-
bers, Government House 
Owerri said the ceremony is 
symbolic in many respects 
because “oath taking sig-

rity agencies in the state. 
The association said the 
notice took effect from 
March and would elapse 
first week of  April.

IPMAN frowned at the 
delay of  the state govern-
ment to pay one of  its 
members, Siluch Oil and 
Gas, the sum of  N13.5 
million for Automotive 
Gas Oil he supplied to 
it through the Transport 
Company of  Anambra 
since 2017.

The marketers also ex-
pressed displeasure over 
the refusal to provide the 
necessary document for a 
parcel of  land it allocat-
ed to them for Petroleum 
Tankers Park in the state 
as contained in the MoU 
they entered in August 
last year.

According to IPMAN, 
in line with our previous 
letters which gave rise 
to an elaborate meet-
ing between the govern-

ment and representa-
tives of  IPMAN which 
yielded a joint com-
muniqué dated Aug.4 
with Ref. No. ANS/
SSG/M.4301/T.1/105. 
“We most humbly state 
that we are deeply wor-
ried over what appears 
to be an intentional re-
nege on your promise to 

off-set the debt worth of  
N13,570, 175 being the 
value of  AGO our mem-
ber, Siluch Oil & Gas Ltd 
supplied to your govern-
ment.

Reacting, Special Adviser 
to Obiano on NUPENG 
Petroleum and Union 
Matters, Chief  Peter Nwo-
su, said government had 

received the letter and was 
working to avert the threat 
by IPMAN. He said Obi-
ano had given approval 
for the land but they were 
waiting for Ministry of 
Lands to make it available 
with necessary documen-
tation while the Ministry 
of  Transport was handling 
the indebtedness to Siluch 

Oil Ltd.
It would be recalled that 

IPMAN had threatened 
to shut down operations in 
Anambra over the issues 
on two occasions in 2020 
but were prevailed upon to 
shelve the action by An-
ambra government which 
promised to address their 
demands.

Police officer kills colleague while
effecting arrest in Aba
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A police officer Wednes-
day shot and killed a 

colleague in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of  South East 
Nigeria, while trying to ef-
fect arrest.

The incident occurred at 
the Bata Junction, Aba-Ow-
erri road and major link to 
the Aba main motor-park, 
Ogbor-Hill and the Umun-
gasi axis of  the city.

News Echo learnt that 

the trigger-happy officer, 
who was trying to shoot a 
civilian for resisting arrest, 
ended up shooting his col-
league at the process.

Eyewitnesses said a tint-
ed glass Jeep approaching 
from Aba Sports Club axis 
was stopped by the police 
officers who tried to force 
the occupants into their 
waiting Hilux Van.

It was gathered that when 
the occupant of  the vehicle 
resisted the arrest, one of  
the police officers pulled his 

nals readiness to serve with 
commitment, diligence and 
honesty.”

Those who were sworn-
in as Commissioners were 
Dr. Mrs. Doris Nkeiruka 
Uzoka Anite (Ministry of  
Finance and Coordinating 
Economy), Prof. Boniface 
Ginikanwa Nwogu (Minis-
try of  Science and Technol-
ogy), Mazi Uche John Ohia 
(Ministry of  Tourism) and 
Dr. Bartholomew Chuk-
wunonye Okorochukwu 

(Ministry of  Health). 
The Governor also inau-

gurated the six- member 
Board of  the Imo Broad-
casting Corporation (IBC), 
Owerri.

He charged the commis-
sioners to do everything 
possible to avoid the ba-
nana peel of  corruption as 
“there is no window or door 
to corruption in the Shared 
Prosperity Government of  
his administration.” He ex-
plained that the commis-

sioners were chosen to re-
invigorate and fuse in new 
blood into the cabinet for the 
journey ahead.

Uzodimma admonished 
them to “serve transparent-
ly with accountability and 
honesty at the back of  their 
mind always,” noting that 
“the mandate being handed 
over to them is to serve Imo 
people with all at their dis-
posal.” 

He however reminded 
both old and new members 
of  the Executive Council 
that there is no permanent 
seat or portfolio for any 
member, “rather perfor-
mance determines the ten-
ure of  a council member and 
the portfolio he/she bears.”

Uzodimma also inaugu-
rated the Board Chairman 
and Members of  Imo Broad-
casting Corporation (IBC) 
Owerri. They were Hon. 
Emma Dike (Chairman) 
and Sir James Egbuchulam, 
Director-General, IBC as 
Secretary. Other members 
included Engr. Onwuelingo 
Okechukwu, Ms. Ify Onyeg-
bule, Sir John Uchechukwu 
Nnabuihe, and Sir Kennedy 
Amanze who represents the 
Ministry of  Information and 
Strategy.

New Imo commissioners, IBC
Board members charged to avoid
corruption

FG disburses N20,000
cash to 1000 physically
challenged in Delta
From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

F
ederal government has 
disbursed N20,000 
each to 1000 physical-

ly challenged persons and 
vulnerable rural women in 
Delta State.

Minister of  Humanitarian 
Affairs, Disaster Manage-
ment and Social Develop-
ment, Hahia Sadiya Umar 
Farouq, who made the dis-
bursement while flagging 
off  the program in Asaba, 
the state capital, on Tues-
day, told the beneficiaries 
that the grant is not another 
avenue of  sharing the na-
tional cake but a gesture to 
uplift their socioeconomic 
lives.

The exercise, she said was 
targeted at 3,300 rural wom-
en, but the income and pro-
ductive assets of  the poor 
and vulnerable in the State. 
The Minister who spoke 
through the Director of  Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Alhaji 
Alli Grema tasked them to 
make judicious use of  the 
grant to improve on their 
welfare and well-being, say-
ing “the funds are seed to 
boost your trade as well as 
lift you out of  poverty”.

The minister said the fed-
eral government gave out 
the grant for those in the ru-
ral areas to feel belong in the 
scheme of  things, but ad-
vised that the grant should 
not be seen “as a share of  

the national cake”.
Delta State Director, Na-

tional Social Investment 
Program, Bridget Anyafu-
lu said the program is to 
increase their income, 
strengthen their productive 
activities, enhance their 
food security and improve 
on their families wellbeing.

According to her, the ulti-
mate goals are to uplift the 
social-economic status of  
rural women, reduce pover-
ty and boost rural economy.

She posited that “the suc-
cess of  the program can go 
a long way in alleviating 
the suffering of  rural wom-
en, facilitate the economic 
growth and sustainable de-
velopment of  the country.

gun and mistakenly shot at 
his colleagues.

“When the police officer 
shot at his colleague, they 
suddenly left the man they 
were forcefully trying to ar-
rest and began attending to 
their colleague. 

“However, the man sud-
denly ran away heading 
towards Sweet Fast Food 
where the soldiers stationed 
there intervened and the po-
lice officers restricted and 
carried their shot colleague 
into their Hilux Van and left 

for hospital probably. 
“But from where I was 

watching, the police officer 
died instantly except if  
there is a miracle that will 
save him because it seems 
as if  the bullet hit him on 
the chest,” an eyewitness 
said.

When our reporter con-
tacted the Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO) in 
Abia State, SP Geoffrey Og-
bonna, said that he is yet to 
be informed of  the situation 
and cannot comment on it.
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From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

A 
Chieftain of  the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC), 

Abia state Prince Paul 
Ikonne has been accused 
of  anti party comments.

A Concerned Group un-
der the Abia APC said that 
it is unfortunate that the 
Executive Secretary of  Na-
tional Agricultural Land 
Development Authority 
(NALDA), Ikonne could 
make such a comment two 
days before the House of  
Representatives bye-elec-
tion for Aba North/South 
federal Constituency.

Ikonne shocked the entire 
city of  Aba on Thursday 
when he on a local radio 
station, urged residents to 
vote for any party of  their 
choice since according to 
him, his party, the APC 
had no candidate as a dis-
qualified aspirant went to 
court.

He also alleged that the 
APC denied many aspir-
ants of  opportunity to pur-
chase forms and accused 
the party leadership of  not 
allowing internal democ-
racy.

Reacting, the APC 
Concerned Group in a 
statement by its Chair-
man, Comrade Godwin 
Madu, described Ikonne 
as a “leopard” that cannot 
change its skin adding that 
they were “not surprised 
about his outburst”.

He said, “This is a man 

Aba bye-election:
APC group blasts
NALDA boss for anti
party comments

that APC gave an exec-
utive position. He forgot 
that without the party he 
belongs nowhere and can’t 
be an Executive Secretary 
of  NLDA.

“Going on air to cam-
paign against a party that 
is trying to gain roots in 
Abia and the South East 
in general is not only the 
height of  party indisci-
pline, but the most embar-
rassing thing to do.”We 
call on all our supporters 
to ignore Paul Ikonne as 
it has been his tradition 
since 2015 to discredit 
the party. “He has always 
been compensated by the 
PDP for these disruptive 
tendencies.”

The group went on to 
re-emphasize earlier call 
on President Muham-
madu Buhari to sack 
Ikonne and appoint an-
other person from Abia 
that has the interest of  the 
party at heart.

From L-R; Dr Bartholomew C Okorochukwu, Commissioner for Health, Dr. Doris Nkiruka Anite, Finance and 
Co-ordinating Economy, Governor Hope Uzodimma, Prof. Boniface G Nworgu, Commissioner for Science 
and Technology and Mazi Uche John Ohia, Commissioner for Tourism in a group Photograph after their 
Swearing-in by the Governor at the Government House, Owerri.

Biafra: Rivers not Biafra land
- Wike warns Kalu, Dokubo
From Chidiebere Chukwudi, 
Port Harcourt 

T
he Rivers State 
governor, Nyesom 
Ezenwo Wike has 

given quit notice to Asa-
ri Dokubo and Nnamdi 
Kalu following their re-
cent activities on Biafra 
independence agitation. 
Wike warned secession-
ist agitators like ex-mili-
tant leader, Dokubo and 
the IPOB leader, Kalu 
that they would not be 
allowed to operate in 
Rivers State.
Wike made this remark 

when he received the 
Chief  of  Army Staff, 

COAS Lt. General Ibra-
him Attahiru, on a cour-
tesy visit to Government 
House, Port Harcourt, 
last Tuesday. He added 
that Rivers State would 
not be a part of  any 
move to secede from the 
country, insisting that 
Nigeria would better in 
due course.
Recall that the Riv-

ers State based agitator, 
Dokubo had recently 
formed what he de-
scribed as ‘Biafra de 
facto Customary Gov-
ernment‘ in which he 
declared himself  as the 
President. He also in-
cluded most parts of  

South -South and South 
East in the territory of  
his new ‘country.’ Few 
moments after his decla-
ration, almost all groups 

and leaders in the South 
–South zone countered 
Dokubo and disowned 
his new Biafra claims.  

Wike vowed that he 

would never allow seces-
sionists group like the 
one led by Dokubo, to 
use Rivers as the base for 
their separatist activities. 

In other words, Wike has 
just told the Biafra agita-
tors to leave Rivers as the 
state, according to him, is 
not a Biafran territory.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he Ebonyi State 
Police Command 
has arraigned a 

52-year-old lawyer, one 
Barr. Onu Onwe and 
Nshe Monday,  before 
an  Abakaliki Magis -
trate court for allegedly 
stealing the sum of  N5m 
belonging to one Igwe 
Nwokpata, in the state. 

The first defendant, 
Onwe, it was gathered, 
had been a lawyer to the 
complainant for over 13 
years and sold his (the 

Police arraign 52-year old lawyer,Police arraign 52-year old lawyer,
another for allegedly stealing N5manother for allegedly stealing N5m
from client from client 

complainant’s) piece 
of  land for the sum of  
N29m but brought the 
sum of  N24m to the 
complainant. 

Trouble started when 
the lawyer asked the com-
plainant (Igwe Nwokpa-
ta) to sign the Power of  
Attorney. It was learnt 
that the complainant 
refused to sign the doc-
ument; and the lawyer, 
realizing the complain-
ant’s unwillingness to co-
operate, went ahead and 
forged his signature into 
the document. 

The defendants com-

mitted the offence at Nna 
Street, Abakaliki, in the 
Abakaliki Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state, on 
October 25, 2018.  They 
were arraigned on three 
counts of  felony, stealing 
and conspiracy,

The Police Prosecutor, 
ASP Mathias Eze, told 
the court that the offence 
was punishable under 
sections 516A (a); 309 
(9) and 467 (2)(d) of  the 
Criminal Code Cap. 33, 
Vol. 1, Laws of  Ebonyi 
State of  Nigeria, 2009. 

The charge read in part, 
“That you Onu John 
Onwe ‘m’, Nshe Monday 
‘m’ and others now at 
large , on the 25/10/2018, 
at Nna Street, Abakali-
ki, in the Jurisdiction of  
this Court, did conspire 
amongst yourselves to 
commit felony to wit; 
stealing and thereby com-
mitted an offence punish-
able under section 516A 
(a) of  the Criminal Code 
Cap. 33, Vol. 1, Laws of  
Ebonyi State of  Nigeria, 
2009.

“That you Onu John 
Onwe, ‘m’, Nshe Mon-
day ‘m’ and others now 

at large on the same date 
and place in the afore-
mentioned Magisteri-
al District did steal the 
sum of  N5,000,000.00, 
property of  Igwe Dennis 
Nwokpata and thereby 
committed an offence 
punishable under section 
390 (9) of  the Criminal 
Code Cap.33, Vol. 1, 
Laws of  Ebonyi State of  
Nigeria, 2018.” 

The defendants, through 
their Counsel and chair-
man of  Nigerian Bar 
Association (Abakaliki 
Branch), pleaded for leni-
ency. 

The Chief  Magistrate, 
Mrs. Nnenna Onuoha, 
granted the first accused 
person bail, for self  rec-
ognition, in the sum of  
N200.000.00. While the 
second accused person 
was equally granted bail in 
the sum of  N200,000.00, 
both were asked to pro-
vide two sureties each, 
who were resident with-
in the jurisdiction of  the 
court and had tax clear-
ance of  2018, 2019 and 
2020.  Onuoha adjourned 
the matter to April 14, for 
hearing.

Business owners condemn killing
of police officers in Abia
From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

C
oalition of  Business 
Groups and Asso-
ciations of  Nige-

ria (COBGAN) has con-
demned the recent killings 
of  police officers in Abia 
state.

The President, Amb. 
Darlington Onuoha Kalu 
called on Abia residents 

to help and rise against the 
ongoing act, adding that 
it is capable of  destroying 
the economy of  the state 
and put everyone in total 
fear. Reacting on the recent 
killing of  three policemen 
in Abiriba, Ohafia Local 
Government Area of  the 
state, early hours of  Mon-
day, COBGAN said the 
result of  such act is anti 

business.
He said that it is disturb-

ing that more than four 
police stations has been 
burnt and more than 10 
policemen lost their lives in 
the hands of  the gunmen 
including arms missing.

He said, “Without the po-
lice we are in the hands of  
hoodlum and cultists who 
are looking for ways to 
take over the state.”
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IMO: Ihedioha’s birthday reconfirms 
his space in people’s hearts
By Ogu Bundu 
Nwadike, M.A

O
ne measuring rod of 
a good leader is that, 
in and out of  season, 
he’s unconditionally 

liked, loved, recognized, regard-
ed and respected by the people 
he’s leading. That’s a unique at-
tribute of  a charismatic leader.

The celebration of  the 56th 
birthday of  His Excellency, Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha, CON 
on March 24, 2021 provided an 
opportunity to weigh, assess and 
evaluate the height, width and 
level of  his acceptability by the 
people.

And the result? He was found 
to be very much accepted, liked, 
loved, recognized, regarded, and 
respected by the people of  Imo 
State, Nigeria and beyond.

That would serve as an apt cor-
roboration of  the Osuji Survey 
Report of  2018 in which it was 
empirically proven that His Ex-
cellency, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihe-
dioha was the most acceptable 
of  the 35 prospective aspirants 
for the office of  governor of  Imo 
State in the build up to the 2019 
election, which Ihedioha won 
with a wide margin of  the mas-
sive honest votes of  Imo people.

The acceptability quotient was 
such that as the day approached 
to his 56th birthday, the heat of 
preparations for its celebration 
was very palpable in the land of 
the living. It was like prepara-
tions for Christmas!

The news media started releas-
ing information early to indicate 
that something great was about 
to happen to somebody great. 
On radio, television, newspa-
pers, and online social media, 
profuse flashes of  the upcoming 
birthday of  the great leader were 
seen and read.

Reputable writers took turns in 
churning out in black and white 
set pieces of  thoughts and think-
ing on the man of  destiny, who 
has continued unabated in his 
vision of  assisting to redefine 
and transform the lives of  people 
everywhere he finds them.

Born ordinary and nobody, 
like all living souls, he observed 
the mysterious patient growth 
and development processes, at 
home, at school, at work until 
he became something and some-
body great and extra-ordinary in 
Mbaise, in Imo State, in Nigeria, 
and in the world.

Since his verifiable emergence 
in the awareness of  the public 
in 2003, with his very eventful, 
successful twelve years exempla-
ry service to Nigeria as national 
lawmaker par excellence, to his 
award-winning seven and half 
months tenure as governor of 
Imo State, till date, His Excellen-

cy has continued to lead people 
in unique ways and manners that 
aren’t in the capacity and capabil-
ity of  many other mortals.

Consequently and indeed ex-
pectedly, he effortlessly endears 
himself  to people and humbly 
draws them to himself. It’s ex-
pected because he’s a treasure 
house and a deep tank from 
which people get goodies and 
fetch cool, pure water to satis-
fy their needs and quench their 
thirst.

His Excellency, Rt. Hon. Eme-
ka Ihedioha has touched lives of 
millions of  people in the course 
of  his service to God and hu-
manity. He wipes tears from 
the eyes of  those that weep for 
lack. He puts smiles on the hard 
frowning faces of  those that are 
overwhelmed by pressures, trou-
bles and problems of  this life. 

Over the years; at least over the 
past three decades, the number 
of  people that Ihedioha has lift-
ed up from the dungeon of  life 
to the level land of  increase and 
multiply, have remained on up-
ward rising curve. They’re now 
countless and still counting.

Little wonder, in all and 
everything that concern him, 
wherever he is, and wherever he 
goes, there’s always a multitude 
that follow and stand by him. In 
all honesty, no political leader in 
Imo State has the kind of  genu-
ine support base and supporters 
structures as Ihedioha has in Imo 
State.

And that’s talking about people 
who are personally convinced 
that about his qualities, attrib-
utes, character and conduct that 
reflect his tested and proven in-
tegrity, probity, transparency and 
accountability in his leadership 
style. 

They aren’t the rented crowd 
of  sheepish followers that are 
always ever available for every 
Tom, Dick and Harry that pay 
them to go and populate insin-
cere crowds with the sinister ul-
terior motive of  hoodwinking 
impressionable people.

At each point in time, the crowd 
that are seen with His Excellen-
cy are responsible and respecta-
ble people with identifiable and 
accessible addresses that can be 
located, whose acquaintance and 

association with him has lasted 
for years and decades.

It’s no wonder, therefore, that 
during the 2021 edition of  his 
birthday, the established tradi-
tion of  massive unleashing of 
felicitations, goodwill messages, 
prayers, eulogies, and overt cel-
ebration were staged across Ni-
geria, with Abuja and Owerri as 
points of  reference. 

Indeed, on March 24, 2021, as 
His Excellency’s birthday was 
being celebrated in Owerri and 
parts of  Imo State by his disciples 
that are firmly rooted in the 305 
electoral wards and 27 LGAs of 
Imo State, he was also simultane-
ously being celebrated by bigwigs 
and big guns in the Federal Cap-
ital Territory (FCT) Abuja by an 
equal gathering of  reputable men 
and women that believe in his 
charismatic visions and missions 
over the time.

Feelers from Diaspora indicate 
that in various places in the con-
tinents of  Africa, Asia, America, 
and Europe, Ihedioha’s birthday 
was celebrated on March 24th 
by people and personalities, who 
find in him a pleasant leader.

It’s not surprising of  Ihedioha, 
who has made vast collection of 
international contacts and ac-
quaintance through his higher 
education at University of  Lagos, 
Harvard University, Stanford 
University, Oxford University, 
London School of  Economics, 
University of  British Columbia, 
Canada, etcetera, and through 
his travelling far and wide to over 
40 countries in the seven conti-
nents of  the world.

It’s not surprising of  Ihedioha, 
the charismatic leader in whom 
the good people of  the great 
Mbaise nation, good people 
of  Ngor Okpala, his maternal 
home, and the good people of 
Imo State are well pleased.

It’s not surprising of  Ihedioha, 
the consequential critical nation-
al leader whose leadership capac-
ities earned him the sixth highest 
national office (Deputy Speak-
er) by protocol and later briefly, 
number fifth (Speaker). 

In the course of  his very com-
mitted public service, he earned 
the coveted fourth highest na-
tional award of  honour, the 
Commander of  the Order of  the 
Niger (CON).

It’s not surprising that he knows 
numerous people, essentially 
people that matter in Nigeria 
and abroad, and they know him 
as well. He has come a long way 
in the political leadership of  Ni-
geria and paid his dues to attain 
the status of  a national leader. 
Hence, his wide popularity is eas-
ily understandable!

There must have been a million 
posts and comments, conveying 
various thoughts and thinking for 
Ihedioha, the man of  the people, 
on his 56th birthday. 

The greetings came from both 
the high and mighty, and low 
and feeble, all of  whom believe 
in the School of  Thought called 
Emeka Ihedioha.

However, one of  those million 
felicitations stood out like light 
to summarize all the others. It 
simply stated: “World’s Ihedioha 
Day”! It was actually rightly sug-
gesting that March 24th of  every 
year should be declared “World 
Ihedioha Day”! 

It’s hoped that those in charge 
of  creating “World Days” read, 
heard, took note and will do the 
needful to that yearning of  an 
honest Ihedioha disciple.

No doubt, the 2021 edition of 
the birthday of  His Excellency 
has come and gone, but its sights 
and sounds will continue to rove 
and resonate until the next edi-
tion, when in life, good health 
and sound mind, the millions 
people will celebrate him again, 
to the glory of  God the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen!

*Ogubundu Nwadike is the
State Publicity Secretary of 
Imo PDP.

His Excellency, Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha has touched lives of millions of people 
in the course of his service to God and humanity. He wipes tears from the eyes 
of those that weep for lack. He puts smiles on the hard frowning faces of those 
that are overwhelmed by pressures, troubles and problems of this life. Over the 
years; at least over the past three decades, the number of people that Ihedioha 
has lifted up from the dungeon of life to the level land of increase and multiply, 
have remained on upward rising curve. They’re now countless and still count-
ing. Little wonder, in all and everything that concern him, wherever he is, and 
wherever he goes, there’s always a multitude that follow and stand by him. In all 
honesty, no political leader in Imo State has the kind of genuine support-base 
and supporters structures as Ihedioha has in Imo State

Ihedioha

“

“
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GLOBAL GINIKANA SERVICES LIMITED  
PLOT 130 WOJI ROAD, GRA PHASE II, PORT HARCOURT

Tel: 07034057656, 08036723300, Email: duru12345@yahoo.ca

G
G
SL

CALL FOR TENDER 
Global Ginikana Nig Ltd is a Nigerian company wholly established 

and owned by Nigerians. Recently we were appointed to run a 
transport company on Concessional PPP. We desire to engage a 

consultancy firm in the area of: 

OPERATIONS & TECHNICAL 
This is to help in moving the company higher.

Duration of  the consultancy  is minimum one(1)yr and maximum 
two(2)yrs.

Tender submission for the above is open and will expire 7 days from 
date of  this publication.

Sign
Bar Herbert Oforma

News

he vice national Tpresident of  the 
Apex Igbo Social 

Cultural Organization, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Chief  
Demian Ogene-Okeke, 

has  charged Niger ia  
women in respective of  
t r i b e  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
background to promote 
morals, sanity and be 
vanguard of  peace to 

nation's building.
Ogene-Okeke stated this 
on Wednesday, at the 
Christ Holy Church Awka, 
Anambra State while 
delivering a lecture at a 

Seminar, organized by 
Organisation of  African 
I n s t i t u t e d  C h u r c h e s  
(OAIC), to mark this year 
2021 OAIC Women day 

with the Theme; "Women 
of  Vision"
He urged the women 
numbering about 800 to 
stand by God in times of  
challenges and advised 
them to understand that 
God do not disappoint in 
any situation. He called on 
widows among them to 
hope in God for he is a 

g reat  comfor ter  and 
provider assuring that 
whatever that is of  a 
burden to them (widows) is 
a burden to God Almighty.
He decried that most 
women in the society are 
easily swallowed by fear 
due to factors relating to 
family problems forgetting 
that God is by their side at 
any given time.

Ohanaeze Ndigbo charges Nigerian women on nation building
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

mo State Governor, IS e n a t o r  H o p e  
U z o d i m m a  h a s  

threatened to sue and 
prosecute any group of  
protesters in the state who 
were being used by those 
benefitting from the ghost 
workers syndrome to 
stage protests.

The governor pointed 
out that he had the names 
o f  t h e  9 4 7  u n p a i d  
workers, some he said 

were receiving double 
salaries, some mutilated 
the BVN numbers after 
submitting two and have 
not come forward to clear 
it. He said those who have 
been receiving double 
salaries should come and 
explain to    government 
and warned that if  this is 
not done, they will not be 
pay rolled. He also 
threatened to publish the 
names of  those who went 
on protest, even though 
they have been paid.

He also has declared 
about 10, 433 workers in 
Imo Sta te  who are  
agitating over varying 
arrears of  salaries as ghost 
workers.

Uzodimma made this 
assertion in his speech 
during the swearing in 
ceremony of  the newly 
appointed commissioners 
and board chairman and 
members for the Imo 
B r o a d c a s t i n g  
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( I B C ) ,  
Owerri, Wednesday at the 

g o v e r n m e n t  h o u s e  
Owerri.

 The governor insisted 
that out of  the 11, 480 
p u r p o r t e d ly  u n p a i d  
workers, only 947 workers 
in the state civil service 
system with varying 
degrees of  irregularities 
have not been paid up to 
date, while the remaining 
1 0 , 4 3 3  h a v e  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  g h o s t  
workers.

He said that the Imo 
state government through 

its automation process of  
payment has verified 
cleared and paid 42,845 
workers in the state 
workforce up to date

"The difference from 
that number is 11, 480, 
out of  this, 10, 433, are 
ghost workers. Those who 
have not been paid were 
947, and of  this number, I 
have their names here and 
the reasons they have not 
been paid. I have severally 
appealed to civil servants 
who have not received 

their salaries to come up 
w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
documents to, either the 
data centre office or the 
head of  service. 

"Few days ago we had 
protesters protesting the 
non-payment of  salary. It 
will interest you to know 
that their names were all 
written down, out of  
those names, I have them 
here, 99%, have been paid 
a n d  r e c e i ve d  t h e i r  
salaries." Uzodimma 
said.

Uzodimma threatens protesters, 
declares 10, 433 ghost workers
By Jennifer John 
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 human rights group, 

AInternational Society for 
Civil Liberties and the Rule 

of  Law (Intersociety), has called for 
the immediate reformation of  the 
Nigerian Army, stressing that the 
army was gradually losing its wide 
a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  l e g i t i m a c y  
nationwide.

The group, in a statement signed by 
its chairman,  Board of  Trustees 
(BoT), Emeka Umeagbalasi; Head, 
Democracy and Good Governance, 
Chinwe Umeche, Esq.,  Head, Civil 
Liberties and Rule of  Law, Obianuju 
Igboeli, Esq; Head, Campaign and 
Publicity and Comrade Sam 
Kamanyaoku; Head, Field Data 
Collection and Documentation 
Chidimma Udegbunam, Esq.,  
blasted the army for its numerous 
human rights cases.

Intersociety in its statement made 
available to newsmen after its 
meeting in Onitsha, Anambra State 
alleged that the Nigerian army”, a 
major component of  the Nigerian 
A r m e d  Fo r c e s ,  i s  s p e e d i ly  
transforming into an 'ethnic army or 
militia. They stressed that unless 
urgent steps were taken and 
transformative ef for ts  made,  
otherwise the Nigerian army will 
irreversibly end up as 'ethnic army 
belonging to Fulani-Hausa Muslim 
stock'.  

The human rights group said that its 
consistent mirroring of  the army 
s i n c e  2 0 1 5  p a r t i c u l a r ly  i t s  
composition, command structure, 
operational conducts or activities 
including sectional soldiering and 
horrible human rights records such as 
ethnic profiling, peacetime sectional 
killings, abductions, torture and 
sexual offenses including rape and 
related abuses, etc, all glaringly point 
to the fact that the army is losing its 
national identity and following.

According to it, "From the look of  
things, the Nigerian army is losing 
regional acceptance and legitimacy 
especially among citizens of  the old 
Eastern Region, the Mid Western 
and the old Middle Belt regions who 
are mostly of  Christian faith.  The 
loss of  regional acceptance and 
legitimacy by the army is also 
gradually creeping into the South 
West, and as a matter of  fact, the 
army is on 'borrowed or mechanical 
legitimacy. Loss of  national identity 
and regional acceptance and 
legitimacy by the army of  any 
country is a serious problem and can 
lead to same being perceived by 
majority of  the ethnic nationalities in 
such country as illegitimate and 
sectional army''.  It noted that "This is 
easily the case particularly in a 
heterogeneous or multi ethnic and 
religious country and can further be 
fueled by citizens' radicalism or 
resort to violent self  help, with 
capacity of  transforming such army 
from 'army of  all to an ethnic militia 
of  an ethnic group' in a situation of  
intra state armed conflict."

The group said that signs and 
triggers are in the air in Nigeria and 
unless urgent steps are taken to 
rescue and reform the Nigerian army, 
it is likely to end up as an ethnic 

militia or regional army.
"For instance, in former Yugoslavia, 

its national army (Yugoslavia 
People's Army) under Slobodan 
Milosevic was sectionalized and used 
as oppressive and suppressive 
instruments against other ethnic 
groups and in the end, it lost its 
national identity and followership 
and became an ethnic army for the 
Serbs following the country's 1991-
2001 civil wars and was disbanded. In 
former Zaire (Congo DRC) under 
Mobutu Sese Seko (1965-1997), its 
national army lost its nationality and 
became an ethnic  army for  
Bantu/Bangala tribe and was 
disbanded in 1997 following the 
emergence of  Joseph Kabila (a rebel 
leader) as new leader. In Rwanda 
under Gen. Juvenal Habyarimana 
(1973-1994), the Rwandan Army lost 
its national identity and followership 
and became an ethnic militia for 
Hutus and was disbanded in July 
1994 after the genocide. In Liberia, 
the Armed Forces of  Liberia under 
Samuel Doe (1980-1990) lost its 
national identity and followership 
and became an ethnic army for 
Krahn Ethnic group during the 
Liberian civil wars and was 
disbanded in 1997. In Uganda under 
Tito Okello (July 1985-Jan 1986), the 
Ugandan National Army lost its 
national identity and followership 
and was disbanded in 1986 following 
the emergence of  Yuweri Museveni 
(a rebel leader) as new leader. The 
Armed Forces of  Sierra Leone under 
Joseph Momoh (1985-1992) also lost 
its national identity and followership 
and was disbanded in 2001.  These 

are just to mention but a few", the 
group enthused. 

The group said it was sad that 
despite lightening the flames of  
insurgency in all the regions of  
Nigeria, the Nigerian army was still 
talking tough and issuing threats of  
elimination to Nigerians particularly 
unarmed citizens and activists such 
as Sunday Igboho and Dokubo Asari 
who were calling on their ethnic 
nationalities to rise in self  defense of  
their persons and proper ties 
including territories and boundaries 
as clearly provided in Section 258 of  
the Criminal Code and Section 59-60 
of  the Penal Code-strengthened by 
Section 33 of  the 1999 Constitution, 
as amended (right to life).

“Yet the same Nigerian Army is 
looking the other side concerning 
invasion of  natural territories of  
other ethnic nationalities by armed 
local and imported jihadists 
including Fulani Herdsmen and 
Shuwa Arabs and their jihadist 
menaces. The same Nigerian Army is 
also threatening unarmed self  
determination agitators with 
elimination but said nothing when a 
group of  jihadists openly claimed 
responsibility for assassination 
attempt on the sitting Governor of  
Benue State whom they are still 
t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  k i l l  o r  
assassinate.Today, the incompetence, 
partiality, conspiracy and complicity 
of  the Nigerian Army have led to 
emergence of  at least 20 main and 
splinter Muslim controlled and led 
insurgencies in the North East, North 
West and North-Central. 

"At May 2015, the three regions 

played host to only Boko Haram, 
emerging jihadist Fulani Herdsmen 
and “Zamfara Bandits”, but today, 
there are full blown Jihadist Fulani 
Herdsmen and their imported 
jihadist counterparts including 
armed foreign Fulanis and Shuwa 
Arabs. There are also Boko Haram 
and its two splinter groups, Islamic 
State in West Africa (ISWAP), 
Movement for Emancipation of  
Muslims in Black Africa or Ansaru 
and jihadist Bandits and not less than 
13 of  their splinter groups scattered 
in Zamfara, Kaduna, Sokoto, 
Katsina, Benue and Niger states", 
Intersociety revealed. 

The group said that as a result of  the 
violent crackdowns, ethnic profiling 
and hate soldiering by the Army 
against mostly Christian citizens of  
South East and South-South who are 
defenseless and unarmed, the two 
regions  are  a l ready bear ing  
undeniable signs of  new insurgencies 
with sophistication in shape and 
color. In the South West and Middle 
Belt, the army backed menaces of  
Fulani Jihadists have already risen to 
m a d d e n i n g  a n d  i n t o l e r a b l e  
proportions and signs of  radical self  
defense including intractable 
insurgencies are all over the place. 

"As a matter of  fact, embryonic 
insurgencies are already rearing their 
ugly heads in Southeast, South-
south, Southwest and Old Middle 
Belt Nigeria, capable of  speedy 
transformation into full blown 
insurgencies; and only God knows 
where the Nigerian Army will get 
professionalism and capacity to 

withstand them. Totality of  these is 
an indication that Nigeria, an 
explosive populated country of  over 
200m people, is steadily heading to 
the nadir  of  implosion and 
explosion", the body said.

The group said that after its 
investigation in the Obigbo saga in 
Rivers State, it discovered that there 
was serious abduction, rape of  
defenseless Obigbo women; an 
action it said was capable of  igniting 
insurgency.  On that grounds, the 
civil rights body noted that ''Apart 
from documented gross human 
rights abuses by Nigerian army since 
August 2015-which have remained 
uninvestigated and unaddressed 
including massacre of  over 700 Igbo 
Christians and injuring of  over 800 
others and massacre of  over 1300 
minority Shiite Muslims and injuring 
of  over 800 others as well as a litany 
of  war crimes or atrocities in the 
North East; the Nigerian army also 
recently engaged in heinous raping of  
de fense le s s  Obigbo  women,  
abducted outside public knowledge 
by soldiers and held in custody for 
over four months''. 

It added, "Majority of  the abducted 
women numbering 57 in all were 
beastly raped in custody by soldiers. 
One of  them, raped severally by 
soldiers, fainted in her family two 
days after she rejoined them. When 
she was rushed to the hospital, 
medical findings revealed that she 
was raped by soldiers and infected 
with sexually transmitted disease and 
owing to her months in army custody 
without medical tests and treatment, 
one of  her ovaries was irreparably 
damaged. She was hurriedly booked 
for emergency special operation so as 
to save her life and remaining ovary 
and in the end she was successfully 
operated upon and hundreds of  
thousands of  naira spent.

Therefore, what the Nigerian army 
which has maintained a silence of  the 
graveyard on the abductions and 
rape, did to defenseless Obigbo 
women can ignite insurgency or 
armed resistance. In other words, it is 
enough for the affected Ethnic 
Nationality or family members to 
take up arms or transform into 
'suicide bombers'. It is also capable of  
igniting intra state warfare or 
interstate warfare''. 

In  conclus ion,  Intersocie ty  
remarked that, "If  it is to be Israeli 
women raped by soldiers of  another 
country, it will lead to declaration of  
war; likewise if  perpetrated against 
Iranian, US or North Korean 
defenseless women, etc. by soldiers 
of  another country. Intersociety 
hereby cal ls  for  rescue and 
reformation of  the present Nigerian 
Army. It is the moral duty of  the 
Association of  retired Generals or 
senior Army officers particularly 
those that left the army from 1980s to 
2014; to be assisted by other 
stakeholders to congregate as a 
matter of  uttermost urgency so as to 
intervene and rescue the Army before 
it becomes extremely late or reaches 
the point of  irreversibility."

Nigerian Army losing its 
national identity, transforming 
into ethnic militia - Intersociety
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba
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vocado, commonly 

Areferred to as the 
African pear, is a well-

known plant in West Africa that 
has contributed immensely to 
the volume of  local and 
communal trade during its 
s e a s o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
Ogunwusi A. A and  Ibrahim 
H. D. of  the Raw Materials 
Research and Development 
Council, Abuja, Avocado plant 
has huge export potential for 
Nigeria and its export is 
contributing positively to 
economies of  countries such as 
Mexico, South Africa and 
Kenya.

“In 2015, Peru exported 
avo c a d o  f r u i t s  t o t a l i n g  
US$282.75 to the Dutch 
market, Spain, UK, Chile and 
C o s t a - R i c a .  A l t h o u g h  
adequately available in Nigeria, 
this plant species is not yet well 
developed. However, in view of  
i ts  industrial  uti l ization 
potential, it has become 
important that avocado pear be 
sustainably developed for 
industrial use”, they wrote in 
thei r  repor t -  'Economic  
Significance of  Avocado Pear 
in Nigeria' published in 2016.

Avocado is a medium-sized, 
evergreen tree that reaches 
about 20-30 feet in height and 
features large, green foliage 
cover. It prefers fertile soil with 
high moisture to flourish. Small 
light green flowers appear 
during winter. In about 8-10 
months' time from bloom, 
hundreds of  pear-shaped green 
fruits cover all over the tree.

Avocados mature on the tree 
but ripen only after their 
harvest. Once ripe, their 
complexion turns from light 
green to deep green or purple 
and yields to gentle thumb 
pressure. Inside, its creamy 
flesh has a buttery texture with 
bland taste yet pleasant aroma. 
The fruit features centrally 
placed single brown color seed. 
On an average, each fruit 
weighs  about  300-700g,  
although the sight of  heavier 
avocados is not rare in the 
markets.

Benefits:
However, Avocado is a 

versatile fruit as it can be used 
for both culinary purposes as 
well as a part of  beauty 
regiments. It is one of  the most 
nutritious fruits as it is very high 
in fiber, vitamins K, B5, B6, and 
C, foliate and potassium. The 
bark, leaves, stems and roots are 
also used to make local 
medica t ion.  Despi te  i t s  
increasing popularity, the plant 
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species has remained largely 
underdeveloped in the Nigeria.

Fights ulcer: 
Avocado leaves have potent 

benefits in fighting stomach 
ulcer and relieve gastritis as 
well as bloating problem. A 
research shows that the extract 
of  avocado leaves possesses an 
anti-ulcerogenic effect that 
could be a reason this health 
benefit of  avocado leaves is 
effective to cure ulcer especially 
in some folk medicine.

Cures kidney stone: 
Kidney stone is a serious 

health problem that can lead to 
another fatal disease such as 
kidney failure. If  you are facing 
a problem with kidney stone, 
consuming avocado leaf  can be 
a good alternative since it 
contains many photochemical 
such as alkaloid, saponin and 
flavonoids that have ability to 
destroy the stone inside your 
kidney and make a better 
function of  the organ.

Maintains healthy and 
smooth skin:

Avocado fruit is one of  the 
best natural skincare that we 
can use but who knows that the 
health benefits of  avocado 
leaves is also good for your skin 
care routine? Hence, avocado 
leaf  contains many properties 
such as antioxidant that can 
bring smoothness to your skin 
and keep it from aging.

Relieves back pain
Reports show that avocado 

leaves  conta in  an  ant i -
inflammatory and analgesic 
effect that can reduce the pain 
of  several body parts, including 
back pain. Another French 
study also found that the health 
benefits of  avocado leaves 
extract can also stimulate 
cartilage repair and cure the 
pain as the effect of  anti-
inflammatory drugs.

Reduces swelling
The phytochemical content 

especially the quercetin, a 
na tura l  b io f lavonoid  in  
avocado leaves possess the 
benefits of  reducing swelling 
that usually occur in the body 
during recovery process of  
wound such as after surgery. It 
also can help to minimize and 
avoid the effect of  free radicals 
which leads to skin damage and 
worse inflammation in the 
body.

Reduces hypertension
Beyond lowering blood 

sugar, the health benefits of  
avocado leaves also can help to 
lower the blood pressure in 
hypertension patient. Avocado 
leaves contain magnesium that 
can help to lower the blood the 
blood pressure and reduce the 
c h a n c e  o f  s u f f e r i n g  
hypertension. Researches, 
avocado leaves can be a good 
m e d i c i n e  i n  r e d u c e  
hypertension and normalize 
the cardiovascular system.

Maintains black hair
The leaves of  avocado 

contain some pigment which is 
good to maintain a black shiny 
hair. It can also be a good hair 
mask to solve your dull and bad 
hair problem. How it works? 
Just mash some of  young 
avocado leaves into a thick 
paste then rub it on your hair 
before you wash your hair.

Reduces the risk of cancer
Avocado leaves contain 

strong antioxidant effect which 
possess by the presence of  its 
flavonoid and phenols content. 
The antioxidant of  the avocado 
leaves can reduce the free 
radical effect and protect the 
cells from damage. Even so, the 
health benefits of  avocado 
leaves on cancer still need more 
plenty of  study.

Market value
Avocado farms could 

produce a gross income of  
N280, 000 to N5, 250,000 per 
acre, and require five or six 
acre-feet of  water per acre, per 
year. While speaking to our 
correspondent, Mrs. Veronica 
Eze noted that pear business 
was one of  the lucrative fruit 
businesses one can venture into 
due to its market demand. 'I 
have been in this business of  
selling fruits for up to five years 
and since then Avacado pear 
has been one of the fruits I can 
sell easily because a lot of  
people like it. You can consume 
it in different ways and for that 
reason you see people rushing'.

M o s t  o f  a v o c a d o  

production in Nigeria is done in 
rural areas but there is a huge 
potential for commercial 
production for export and 
industries. They could both 
serve as a source of  foreign 
exchange for the country. There 
would also be need for 
government buy-in to ensure 
that the policies and programs 
favour avocado production.

Presently, marketing of  
avocado fruit constitutes more 
than a significant volume of  
economic activities in rural 
areas where it is produced 
during season.  It is important 
to state that opportunities exist 
for commercial production of  
avocado for export.  Also, the 
processing of  avocado into oil 
and other products could 
provide a significant source of  
foreign exchange earnings in 
Nigeria.  However, for this to be 
feasible, necessary institutional 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  
arrangements must be made.

If  harnessed properly, 
avocado's industrial potential 
can contribute immensely to 
furthering Nigeria's economic 
growth through exportation.

Where you can get this 
wonderful fruit:

Currently, avocado has not 
been produced for industrial 
pur poses but  rather  for  
household consumption or sale 
at local markets in Nigeria. It 
can be cultivated in large 
quantities in the south eastern 
and central parts of  Nigeria, 
including Ondo, Imo, Abia, 
Anambra, Enugu, Ebonyi, 
Edo, Akwa Ibom, Delta, Cross 
River, Osun and Oyo, that have 
about 10 per cent of  natural 
vegetation.

However, there are 12 states 
where avocado is rare.  These 
are Yobe, Bauchi, Gombe, 
Kano, Kaduna, Katsina, 
Kebbi, Sokoto, Jigawa, Borno, 
Yobe, Adamawa and Zamfara. 
From available statistics, 
sustainable development of  
avocado processing facilities 
can take place in all the South 
Eastern states and in Edo, 
Akwa-Ibom, Delta and Cross 
River states.

These states can support 
intensive and prof i table  
plantation establishment of  
avocado species for use as an 
industrial raw material in the 
country. States like Lagos, 
Ogun, Ondo, Bayelsa and 
Rivers can, however, is made 
available if  intensive research 
on agronomic properties of  the 
plant species is made for large 
s c a l e  p l a n t a t i o n  a n d  
establishment.

Wonders of avocado pear
By Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

Avocado pear
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t is evident that many of  Iour elders in Igbo 
nation and a little bit of 

the younger generation are 
familiar with the use of  
Tortoise in almost every 
Igbo folklore. It is assumed, 
that  our people have 
knowledge of  Tortoise 
which is a member of  the 
reptile group. There is no 
Igbo take that would not be 
associated with a Tortoise. 
In most of  those tales, the 
Tortoise is usually the 
villain.

In other cultures such as 
Ghana folks, spider, hare 
and other creatures are used 
in place of  the Tortoise. 
Each local tale would so 
paint the behaviour of  a 
Tortoise in such a way that 
one would begin to think as 
if  the Tortoise is a human 
being. In many instances, 
the involvement of  the 
Tortoise in every tale is 
e i t h e r  m a g n i f i e d  o r  
exaggerated to the point that 
nobody but nobody can 
believe that it is not a human 
being that is being portrayed 
in such a light.

I remember very vividly 
that when I was growing up 
as a child, in our local 
environment, and that was 
before the emergence of  
television, in our local 
s e t t i n g ,  eve r y  n i g h t ,  
particularly during the 
moonlight we will gather at 
the nearest gathering square 
where all children within 
the neighborhood would 
gather to tell various tales 
mos t ly  invo lv ing  the  
Tortoise. More often than 
not, the Tortoise will 
sometimes come out as a 
hero but more often as a 
villain. 

It will not be possible in a 
space such as this to narrate 
some of  the most popular 
tales in which the Tortoise 
played important roles. 
However one would suffice 
here.

Once upon a time, the 
wi fe  o f  the  Tor to i se  
popular ly cal led Alia  
developed an attitude of  not 
feeding her husband as she 
used to due to famine. Of  
course, it did not take the 
Tortoise time to devise a 
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strategy of  fully feeding 
himself.

He advised his wife Alia 
to be leaving some food 
which they would eat once 
they had returned from farm 
work. Without suspecting 
anything, Alia took the 
advice of  her husband and 
began to leave the leftover 
food in the kitchen and then 
they will leave for the farm. 
While in the farm, the 
Tortoise would answer a call 
from nowhere pretending 
that his name was being 
called. Then he would 
obtain permission from the 
wife to rush to find out the 
reason for the call saying it 
could be a call from the 
elders of  the land for 
something important. 

Alia would have no 
reason not to allow her 
husband to go and find out 
the reason for the call. Once 
excused, he would quickly 
dash to the house to 
consume the leftover food; 
leaving the contents in such 
a way that it would appear 
that some people had come 
to consume the food. 

 Without wasting time, he 
would consume the food as 
fast as he could. After that 
he would rush to the farm to 
feed his wife with fabricated 
stories. In the afternoon 
when they must have 
returned from the farm, his 
wife would go to the kitchen 
because it is her department. 
On reaching there, she 
would find out that food 
that was left had been 
consumed by intruders. She 
would begin to lament and 
curse the intruders. 

On the other hand, the 
Tortoise her husband will be 
m o r e  f o r c e f u l  a n d  
devastating in cursing 
including invoking all 
manner of  spirits. In fact, 
the reaction from the 
Tortoise himself  would be 
to the extent that his wife 
Alia would begin to appease 
him not to hurt himself  coz 
of  the lost food. In some 
cases, he would shed tears to 
attract appeasement from 
his wife.

 He would always show 
no sign of  being the culprit. 
This continued overtime 

until Alia herself  devised a 
m e a n s  t o  c a t c h  t h e  
intruders.  One day a 
thought came to her mind. 
She set a trap for the 
intruders using a local gym. 
In fact, she did not know 
that it was her husband who 
had been eating the leftover 
food.

She, too, being the wife of  
a cunning Tortoise knew 
also how to perform some 
cunning behaviours. Before 
they left and before applying 
the gum, she left with her 
husband but once they were 
out of  the premises, she told 
her husband she needed to 
go back to the house to put 
things in order. She went 
back and used the gum to 
punctuate all the tracks 
leading to her kitchen. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y,  t h a t  
morning she had prepared 
the most delicious jellof  rice 
with lumps and lumps of  
meat. Then in confidence 
she left and was convinced 
the intruders would be 
caught .  She  and  her  
husband left for the farm. 
While in the farm, the 

Tortoise wanted to go and 
repeat the feat. He obtained 
permission from his wife to 
attend a brief  meeting with 
the elders. As he got to the 
house to perform his 
pilfering spree, once he 
crossed the door, he was 
trapped by the first portion 
of  the trap set for him. 

In an attempt to extricate 
himself  with one of  his foot, 
the foot equally got trapped. 
He tried but could not 
s u c c e e d  i n  r e l e a s i n g  
himself. Then he knew he 
was in trouble. First, the 
wife would know that it has 
been her husband who has 
been causing her the entire 
kitchen headache. 

Secondly, the shame he 
was going to feel when his 
wife finally finds out he's 
been the one eating the 
food. Then he rolled 
himself  out of  the room and 
fell into a small water pit 
dug near the compound. 
Then he knew that the game 
was up. After waiting for 
him for a long time, a 
thought came to his wife 
that something was wrong.

Confused, she began to 
walk home. On reaching the 
house,  she heard the 
husband groaning in pain in 
the water pit. On seeing his 
wife, he began to cry in 
shame and indeed in shame. 
Then his wife exclaimed, 
“so you have been the one 
doing this to me! Then he 
replied saying, “That's 
because you have not been 
feeding well like you used 
to. Indeed I am ashamed.” 

Yes, this and many other 

tales were episodes in which 

the Tortoise showed his 

expertise of  cheating, lying, 

maligning and many other 

funny things. The fact 

remains  and remains  

strongly that these are the 

behaviours of  human beings 

and not that of  Tortoise in 

Igbo land, fox in Ghana and 

spider in east Africa, etc.  A 

Tortoise is a reptile and not a 

human being.

Nb: this page is for the 

promotion of  Igbo tradition 

and culture. Therefore, my 

readers are free to call me on 

0 8 0 3 3 9 1 9 1 8 8  t o  a s k  

questions on any aspect they 

want to know more about.

Place of tortoise 
in Igbo mythology 

Tortoise 

Yes, this and many other tales were episodes 
in which the Tortoise showed his expertise 
of  cheating, lying, maligning and many 
other funny things. The fact remains and 

remains strongly that these are the 
behaviours of  human beings and not that of  

Tortoise in Igbo land, fox in Ghana and 
spider in east Africa, etc.  A Tortoise is a 

reptile and not a human being.

“

“



undisputed heavyweight 
champion in over two 
decades.

Many believe Joshua 
will be the outsider when 
he takes on Fury, who is 
widely considered the 
No.1 heavyweight on the 
planet after dethroning 
WBC champion Deontay 
Wi lde r  in  empha t i c 
fashion last year.

The Gypsy King is 
also undefeated in his 13-
year career, which cannot 
be said of  AJ following 
his shock loss at the hands 
of  Andy Ruiz Jr back in 
2019.

Yet,  heavyweight 
contender Dillian Whyte 
be l ieves  Joshua and 
Fury's meeting is a 50-50 
contest and can't pick a 
winner

“There's a case for 
both guys winning this 
fight, I think. Both guys 
showed a lot of  versatility 
in their fights,” Whyte, 
who can reinforce a 
position as Fury's WBC 
mandatory challenger by 
winning his rematch 
a g a i n s t  A l e x a n d e r 

Povetkin this weekend, 
told AK and Barak.

“[Joshua's] two fights 
with Ruiz and [Fury's] 
two fights with Wilder – 
they're the same guys but 
they're different styles 
and different ways of  
getting the victory.

“It's hard, only true 

iverpool are eyeing Lu p  a  m ove  f o r 
striker Odsonne 

Edouard from Celtic.
The French forward is in 

demand this summer, and 
Leicester City are firmly in 
the race for his signature.

T h e  Re d s  a r e  n ow 
joining the fray, and may 
offer a player in part 
exchange.

According to Anfield 
Central, Edouard could 
move to Liverpool in a 
deal including Belgian 
forward Divock Origi 

heading the opposite way.
Origi is no longer in 

Jurgen Klopp's plans and 
wants regular first team 
football.

Liverpool would have to 
add cash in the deal to 
ensure Celtic accept their 
offer.

i e g o  C o s t a  h a s Dr e a c h e d  a n 
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h 

Benfica after they offered him 
a lucrative two-year deal.

Costa, 32, is a free agent 
following his release by 
Atletico Madrid in December 
2020.

He has since turned 
down offers from France and 
Brazil with the ex-Chelsea 
star assessing his options.

And it appears he has 
m a d e  a  b r e a k t h r o u g h 
regarding his next move with 
reports claiming Costa has 
reached an agreement with 
Benfica. It's claimed that the 
Primeira Liga side have 
offered him £2.6 million a 
season for two years.

Costa has agreed to the 
transfer in principle and will 
head to Benfica unless he 
changes his mind, according 
to reports.

His agent Jorge Mendes, 
who has a strong working 
relationship with Benfica, is 
finalising the deal.

Costa believes he still has 
a lot to offer in the top leagues 
having rejected an offer from 
Ligue 1 outfit Marseille.

He is set to join the 
Portuguese club in June, but 
he has yet to fully commit to 
the offer on the table – leaving 

the door open for a better 
option.

Costa made his name in 
Spain, scoring an impressive 
27 league goals the season 
before signing for Chelsea 
where he enjoyed a prolific 
stint.

He bagged 52 Premier 
League goals, winning two 
league titles during his spell at 
Stamford Bridge.

He also won the league 
title and the Europa League 
for Atletico.

fans of  each guy will say, 
'This guy's gonna win'. 
It's very hard, I don't 
think no boxing purist 
would say, 'This guy's 
gonna win because of  
this'.

“It's hard to pick, in 
my opinion it's a 50/50 
fight.”
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nthony Joshua 

Aalready looks in 
s e n s a t i o n a l 

s h a p e  a h e a d  o f  h i s 
undisputed heavyweight 
clash with Tyson Fury 
later this year.

T h e  u n i f i e d 
champion has agreed a 
staggering £500million 
deal with Fury, who 
holds the WBC title, for 
two eager ly -awai ted 
bouts that are expected to 
go ahead in 2021.

All that's left to be 
sorted is the venue for 
their first contest, with 
Saudi Arabia reportedly 
leading the race to stage 
it.

Joshua and Fury are 
likely to lock horns in the 
summer, meaning they 
still have around three to 
four months before they 
put it all on the line in the 
biggest British fight of  all 
time

The 31-year-old 's 
body is looking toned and 
powerful a few months 
out from his potential 
battle with Fury, which 
could crown the first 

AJ shows off body
transformation  ahead
of Fury showdown

Benfica hands Diego
Costa lucrative two
year deal EPL table after matchday 29 NPFL table after matchday 17

Liverpool to offer
Origi plus cash for
Celtic's Edouard

Joshua

EdouardEdouardEdouard

Costa
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ormer National team Fgoalkeeper's trainer, 
Ike Shorunmu, has 

warned Super Eagles to fully 
gird their loins against the 
hosts' Republic of  Benin in 
Friday's AFCON qualifier in 
Port Novo.

According to the former 
N i g e r i a  n u m b e r  o n e 
goalkeeper, Benin will go all 

e s t  B r o m 

Wdefender Semi 
Ajayi says Super 

Eagles only mission in Porto 
Novo is to get the job done by 
winning so as to make return 
journey to Lagos a sweet one.  
The former Rotherham 
United ace opined that 
qualifying for the Nations 
Cup is a task that must be 
done adding that getting the 
job done means winning 
both in Porto Novo and 
Lagos respectively.

“The upcoming two 
games are important so we 
are looking to get the job 
done to finally qualify for 
AFCON so we just have to 
face the games with the right 
mentality and make sure we 

ge t  t h e  j o b  d o n e.”  h e 
enthused.

Ajayi who made his 
debut against Seychelles in 
the  2019  Nat ions  Cup 
qualifiers coming on for 
injured Chidozie Awaziem 
in the 73rd minute, has so far 
made 18 appearances for the 
senior national team since 
joining them in 2018. 

Eagles will square up 
against Squirrels on Saturday 
and then host Crocodiles of  
Lesotho on Wednesday at 
the Teslim Balogun Stadium.

As at Thursday seven 
countries  Burkina Faso, 
Guinea, Mali ,  Tunisia, 
S e n e g a l  d e f e n d i n g 
Champions Algeria and 
h o s t s  C a m e r o o n  h ave 

booked their places in the 
2022 AFCON , leaving the 
r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s 
including Nigeria to battle 
for the remaining 17 places to 
m a k e  u p  t h e  2 4  t e a m 
championship which kicks 
off  in January.

o p  s t r i k e r ,  P a u l TOnuachu, has vowed 
to justify his late recall 

into the senior national team 
with goals in the AFCON 
q u a l i f i e r s  i f  g i ve n  t h e 
opportunity by Coach Gernot 

“Of  course as a striker, 
you always need to score when 
you're called upon and when I 
have the chance to play, 
definitely in my head I want to 
score, but if  it doesn't come, I'll 
keep working hard for the next 
one,” he was quoted by 
Brila.net.

Onuachu was initially 
overlooked by Gernot Rohr 
for the qualifiers, despite 
s c o r i n g  2 7  g o a l s  i n  a l l 
competitions for his club this 
campaign.

The lanky centre-forward 
has bagged 27 goals across all 
competitions for the Blue and 
White, including his strike 
a g a i n s t  A n d e r l e c h t  i n 
Sunday's Belgian Cup tie.

The three-time African 
champions will take on the 
Squirrels at Stade Charles de 
Gaulle in Porto Novo on 
March 27 before facing the 
Crocodiles three days later at 
Teslim Balogun Stadium, 
Lagos.

Nigeria leads Group L of  
the AFCON qualifiers with 
eight points and victory over 
Benin or Lesotho will seal 
their place at the biennial 
tournament, scheduled for 
Cameroon in 2022.

uper Eagles defender 

SL e o n  B a l o g u n  h a s 
promised that the team 

would minimize mistakes 
against Benin Republic in 
Saturday's AFCON qualifier 
at Stade Charles de Gaulle in 
Porto Novo.

Hunted by the ill-fated 
match against Sierra Leone in 
Benin City last November 
when the Super Eagles gave up 
a four-goal lead as the visitors 
cruised to a dramatic 4-4 draw, 
the Rangers Glasgow star said 
the Eagles are motivated to 
win away from home this 
time.

“I don't think we will 
reinvent football against 

Benin Republic because this is 
a new match and it is about 
minimizing mistakes we made 
against the Sierra Leone,” he 
explained. “I know a lot of  
people  wi l l  d isagree  on 
popular opinion but the Sierra 
Leone game wasn't that bad 
because you can't just score 
four goals and dominate a 
game like that.

“It was just that something 
happened on that day and 
things went side-ways. There 
w e r e  m i s t a k e s  m a d e 
collectively and we are trying 
to eradicate this by learning 
from them in advancing our 
game.

“It doesn't help anyone to 
keep going back to the Sierra 
Leone game.

“There is a match on 
Saturday and we want to focus 
on our strength on that. We 
will minimize mistakes and 
focus on our strength.

“We will put Benin into 
trouble by asking questions 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g a m e 
frequently that they come 
short to answer. We are going 
to go all out and hopefully this 
will look different from what 
happened against  Sierra 
Leone,” Balogun said.

In readiness for the two 
AFCON ties against Benin 
and Lesotho, the former 
Brighton of  England defender 
added: “We are working 
towards six points because we 
want the best for the team and 
for each other; so that is the 
objective and that is what we 
will try to do.

“We are  100 percent 
m o t i va t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  
preparation and it is left for 
our coaches to prepare us for 
next games by making sure 
everybody is up to speed on 
how we want to approach the 
game and make sure we win 
it.”

Rohr.
Onuachu may have scored 

many goals for his club, Gent 
but Nigerians are looking 
forward to what he would do 
for  Super  Eagles  in  the 
AFCON qualifiers.

out to maintain their eight-
year-old unbeaten record at 
home against star-studded 
Super Eagles.

S p e a k i n g  o n  a 
programme anchored by 
former Eagles defender, 
Ifeanyi Udeze, on the Sports 
Radio 88.9fm, Shorunmu said 
Squirrels will try their possible 
best to pull a string with every 

advantage at their disposal 
during the all-important duel.

“Mark my word, Benin is 
no pushover and Nigeria 
should strategise well to break 
the team's unbeaten runs. The 
players should be focused and 
determined to end the game in 
favour of  Nigeria. It is going to 
be a real business affair. The 
coach must have informed the 

players about the importance 
of  the match,” he said.

Shorunmu also believed 
that the coach is working on 
the best goalkeeper he has 
chosen to man the post. He 
said only the technical crew 
has the privilege to select the 
best because they have seen all 
the players in-and-out in 
training and knows the right 
positions to place them.

“It is difficult for someone 
o u t s i d e  t o  s e e  w h a t  i s 
happening on the inside. We 
cannot say categorically about 
the strength of  the team only 
the coach knows the abilities 
of  each player and we hope to 
see the best from the team 
against  the Republic  of  
Benin,” he stressed.

Benin is living no stone 
unturned to outwit Nigeria by 
inviting virtually all their 
players in France to play the 
match.  The  p layers  a re 
motivated and ready for the 
game.
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AFCON 2022 qualifiers showdownAFCON 2022 qualifiers showdownAFCON 2022 qualifiers showdown
Prepare for war against Benin,
Shorunmu warns Super Eagles

Our mission in Porto Novo is to
get the job done – Semi Ajayi

Onuachu vows to
break goal drought in
AFCON qualifiers

No margin for errors
against Benin,
says Balogun 

Keke driver nabbed with
stolen water pumping
machine

Police arraign 52-year-old
lawyer for allegedly
stealing N5m

Super Eagles of Nigeria in training
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