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Imo State Peoples Redemption Party 
(PRP) holds her Wards and LGA 

congress on Saturday,
27th March, 2021.

Time:10 am prompt.

For more information, contact the 
State Congress Committee Secretary;

Hon. Amb. Henry Ifeanyi E.
07014488533

Signed:
Hon. Ahmed Odom
Congress Chairman

07033762759

Soludo may 
emerge 
APGA 
consensus 
candidate 

Anambra 2021:Umahi 
suspends 
SEB boss for 
double 
payroll 

Again, military 
storms Onitsha 
in search of ESN 
operatives 

Chinedum Orji:
A leader and his burdens 

Rebuild Imo Commissioners 
celebrate Ihedioha at 56

Anambra govt orders clampdown 
on tainted glass vehicles 

Soludo

Orji

 Pg 13

 Pg 2

 Pg 13

 Pg 2

 Pg 5

 Pg 12



News	Echo	  Wednesday, March 24, 2021                            Page 2

NEWS

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

C
hief  Jude Emeche-
ta has said that the 
former governor of  

Central Bank of  Nigeria 
(CBN), Professor Charles 
Chukwuma Soludo may 
emerge the consensus 
candidate in the All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 

Anambra governorship election: Soludo may
emerge APGA consensus candidate - Emecheta 

for the November 6, 2021 
governorship election in 
Anambra state.

A Chieftain of  the par-
ty, Chief  Jude Emeche-
ta, who disclosed this to 
newsmen shortly after a 
Praise and Worship rally 
organized by twenty-four 
support groups from 
across the state and be-
yond in favour of  Soludo 

governorship ambition, 
held at the Prof. Dora 
Akunyili Women Devel-
opment Center Awka, 
over the weekend.

Emecheta noted that 
major stakeholders in 
APGA, had strongly en-
dorsed Soludo as the can-
didate of  the party in the 
2021 governorship poll in 
the state.

Describing Soludo as 
the tallest masquerade in 
the race, the APGA chief  
said “even those in other 
political parties have con-
fessed to that”

According to him, the 
truth must be said; Soludo 
has no equal in that race. 
Tell me the person who 
has half  of  Soludo’s ped-
igree and credentials in 

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
o stem the rise in 
coronavirus pan-
demic in Enugu 

State,  the  government has 
said it has started rolling 
out COVID-19 vaccines to 
the 17 Local Government 
Areas of  the state to ensure 
that health workers, strate-
gic leaders and highly vul-
nerable get their jabs.

Executive Secretary of  
the Enugu State Primary 

COVID-19: Enugu govt rolls out
vaccines in 17 LGAs, targets all
health workers  

Health Care Development 
Agency (ENS-PHCDA), 
Dr. George Ugwu told 
newsmen on Sunday that 
the vaccination exercise 
would last 10 days.

It would be recalled that 
about 12 days ago, the 
state government received 
65,400 doses of  the Astra-
Zeneca COVID-19 vac-
cines from the National 
Primary Health Care De-
velopment Agency (NPH-
CDA), Abuja. The state, 
through its ENS-PHCDA, 

Police foil attack on another
station in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

O
peratives of  the 
Anambra State 
Police Command 

on Sunday successfully 
repelled yet to be iden-
tified hoodlums who 
attempted to attack and 
possibly burn down an 
outpost in the state.

The Police Public Re-
lations Officer PPRO of  
the command, Ikenga 
Tochukwu revealed this 
in a press statement.

Tochukwu said that the 
police operatives stood 
their ground and ward 
off  the unwarranted at-

tack on Mgbakwu Police 
Outpost, Awka North 
LGA, in the early morn-
ing hours of  Sunday.

He said that the hood-
lums were armed with 
guns and dangerous 
weapons and had actu-
ally attempted to burn 
down the station before 
they were repelled by the 
personnel on duty.

The Commissioner of  
Police, M.B Kuryas has 
assured Anambra citi-
zens that the command 
is not deterred by the 
criminal actions of  some 
unscrupulous individuals 
and groups hell-bent on 

APC chieftain lauds Umahi on
infrastructural development
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

A 
chieftain of  the All 
Progressive Con-
gress (APC) Dr. 

George Moghalu has laud-
ed Governor David Umahi 
for Ebonyi state for the mas-
sive transformation in the 
State.

He made this statement 
when he visited the gover-
nor in his country home 
town over the weekend, he 
said that “I am very proud 

the forthcoming elecion. 
A man who has travelled 
across 340 countries in 
the World. He should be 
allowed to continue from 
the good work of  governor 
Willie Obiano, come 2022. 

“We are for him; An-
ambra people are for him. 
And he is the right and 
best candidate for Anam-
bra irrespective of  any 

placement. Anambra must 
continue to move higher in 
our choice of  governorship 
candidate. Since 2003, 
APGA has given the state 
the best products. “Mr. Pe-
ter Obi started it, and now 
Willie Obiano. The next 
will be Soludo. That’s how 
we will continue to pro-
gress in the overall interest 
of  Anambra state.

of  Dave Umahi and what he 
has done for Ebonyi State, 
South East and the Nation, 
the only way for him to de-
scribe Umahi’s performance 
is for him to go and see and 
that is what leadership is all 
about, so am very proud of  
him, we are confident that 
the Anambra State people 
will trust the APC and give 
us the opportunity to serve. 
It is the people first, stress-
ing that how to impact on 
the lives of  people of  An-
ambra and Igbo nation was 

his priority”
While appreciating the 

Governor for the open en-
dorsement of  his candida-
ture, Dr. Moghalu expressed 
hope that the good works of  
the APC-led government at 
the center would give him 
and the party victory in the 
governorship election. He 
assured the people of  peo-
ple-oriented and purposeful 
governance if  elected gover-
nor at the poll.

had trained and prepared 
102 vaccination teams, 
which comprises of  over 
450 Primary Health Care 
(PHC) workers and health 
educators for this first 
batch of  vaccination.

Ugwu noted that the 
vaccines had a successful 
launch in the state and had 
been embraced by key/
strategic leaders of  the 
state.

“The State Governor, Dr. 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, his dep-
uty, Mrs. Cecilia Ezeilo, 
the state Chief  Judge, the 
Speaker of  the state House 
of  Assembly, House mem-
bers, traditional rulers, all 
Chief  Medical Directors of  
government-owned hospi-
tals and frontline workers 
at the COVID-19 isolation 
centres received their jabs 
publicly.

“This is to reassure our 
people that the vaccine is 
safe, secured and effective; 
with no side effect, adding 
that what the whole world, 
national and state govern-
ments are doing is not a 
joke.

“I can confirm to you 
that all that have received 
the doses of  the vaccine in 
the state, about 100 people, 
no one of  them had com-
plained of  any counter-re-
action for the past eight 
days running.

fomenting and unleash-
ing violence and may-
hem in the state.

He reiterates that the 
command will not relent 
in its commitment to de-
livering on its mandate 
of  ensuring that peace, 
safety and order reign 
supreme in all nooks and 
crannies of  Anambra 
State.

The CP has however 
warned the criminals not 
to test any further the re-
solve and ability of  the 
police and other securi-
ty agencies in the state 
to apprehend and bring 
them to book.

From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he caretaker com-
mittee chairman of 
the All Progressive 

Congress (APC) in Ebonyi 
State, Chief  Stanley Okoro 
Emegha, has described the 
agitation for Igbo Presi-
dency in 2023 as justifiable 
saying it’s a welcome devel-
opment as long as the agita-
tion is coming in clear and 
a good direction.

Chief  Emegha who stat-
ed this in an interview with 
Newsmen in Abakaliki said 
Igbos have what it takes to 
produce next President of 
Nigeria.

He stated that the south-
east region is also part of 
the country and as such 
should not be denied the 
right to participate in the 
governing affairs of  the 
nation, which includes the 
right to seek to occupy the 
Presidency in 2023.

“It is justifiable because 
we are also part of  the 
country called Nigeria, and 
as such, if  an Igbo man is 
agitating for the number 
one citizen of  the country, 

2023: Agitation for Igbo presidency 
justifiable - Ebonyi APC Chairman

there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with it, as long as 
the agitation is coming in 
clear and a good direction” 

“It’s a welcome devel-
opment.  Bayelsa state for 
instance, is a state that has 
the least local government 
in the country, just nine lo-
cal government, and there 
is no Igbo state with nine 

LGAs, so if  Bayelsa can as-
sume the presidency, there 
is absolutely nothing wrong 
if  any Igbo state is agitating 
for the presidency”

“The important thing is to 
secure a party ticket, there 
is no reasonable Igbo man 
that will see his brother is 
having an APC ticket or 
any other party at all that 
will not support him”.

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

There is palpable tension 
in Anambra, as military 

storm some parts of  Onitsha, 
the commercial city of  the 
State.

It was learnt that troops of 
the Nigerian military have 
been deployed to arrest East-
ern Security Network (ESN), 
operatives who have been 
alleged to be the rampaging 
gunmen wreaking havoc 
across the state. 

News Echo gathered that 
the military officers were 
sighted on Monday evening 
on Atani Road, Upper 

Military storms Onitsha in search of 
ESN rampaging gunmen

Iweka in Onitsha, and on 
Onitsha-Owerri Road with 
roadblocks for possible stop-
and-search operations. 

It could be recalled that last 
week, rampaging gunmen at-
tacked some police stations 
in the state, killing policemen 
and carting away heavy arms 
and ammunition from police 
stations. 

The gunmen killed police-
men in Neni, Anaocha Local 
Government Area at a check-
point, while three weeks ago, 
they killed about four police-
men in Nkpologwu in Agua-
ta Local Government Area 
of  the state.

Military personnel were 
also killed at an outpost in 
Awkuzu junction, in Oyi Lo-
cal Government Area of  the 
state.

“I also got information from 
my driver that Atani and 
Obodo Ukwu roads were af-
fected,” another resident nar-
rated. “The ESN militias are 
alleged to be behind the at-
tacks on army and navy units 
in Awkuzu and Onitsha. The 
military even lost some of 
their weapons during the at-
tacks. The troops deployed 
are looking for ESN and In-
digenous People of  Biafra 
members,” another source 

stated. 
News Echo learnt that 

sometimes last week, some 
yet-to-be-identified gunmen 
shot dead a Nigerian Navy 
personnel who was deployed 
to Onitsha.

Contacting the State Po-
lice Public Relations Officer, 
DSP Ikenganya Tochukwu, 
in a telephone, he said that 
the command is not aware of 
the military presence in the 
state, particularly Onitsha. He 
promised to get back to the 
newsmen after confirmation 
from Onitsha Area Com-
mand. As at the time of  going 
to press, he did not get back.
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From Godson Nwosu, 
Port Harcourt 

J
ustice H.I.O. 
Oshomah  of   the 
Federal High Court 

sitting in Port Harcourt,  
Rivers State,  has con -
victed and sentenced 
Blessing Adunun to two 
years imprisonment for 
stealing by conversion to 
the tune of  two hundred 
and thirty eight thousand 
Naira (N238,000.00)

Blessing Adunun was 
convicted on Friday, af-
ter pleading “guilty” 
to one- count amended 
charge, following his ar-
raignment by the Port 
Harcourt Zonal Office of  

the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC).

The charge bordered on 
stealing by conversion, 
contrary to Section 33 (2) 
(b) Cybercrime (Prohibi-
tion and Prevention, Etc.) 
Act, 2015 and punishable 
under Section 33 (2) (c) 
of  the same Act. 

Based on Adunun’s 
“guilty” plea,   prosecut -
ing counsel, F.O. Ama-
ma prayed the court to 
convict and sentence her 
accordingly.  However,   
defence counsel, Nobel. 
I. Ikemba sued for lenien-
cy “because the convict is 
a first-offender and also a 
young lady”

In his judgment, Jus-
tice Oshomah found 
Adunun guilty as charged 
and convicted and sen-
tenced her to two years 
imprisonment, with an 
option of  fine of  on e 
hundred thousand Naira 
(N100,000.00) only. 

He also ordered that the 
said one hundred thou-
sand Naira (100,000.00) 
be paid into the Federal 
Government’s TSA ac-
count.

 Also, the convict is 
to restitute the sum of  
two hundred and thir-
ty eight thousand Naira 
(238,000.00) only to one 
Eunice Adeleke, her vic-
tim, and sign an under-

Woman gets 2-year jail term
for stealing

Cross section of the new executives Chapel of Faith Bible Assembly Int’l Nkwelle Ezunaka
shortly after their election.

18 unclaimed children:
Cost of DNA test hampers 
identification processes
From Karen James,
Nnewi

F
ollowing the return 
of  eleven children, 
who were stolen 

from different parts of  
the country, rescued by 
the police, but have not 
been reunited with fam-
ilies, parents across the 
country have continued 
to besiege designated 
“community children’s 
homes”, otherwise 
known as “motherless 
babies homes”, in Awka, 

Ogidi and other parts of  
Anambra State, in search 
of  their missing children.
Though, five of  the chil-
dren, according to police 
source, had been iden-
tified and reunited with 
their biological parents 
in Gombe and Delta 
States, “after exhaustive 
investigation and foren-
sic analysis, including 
DNA tests”.
 News Echo correspond-
ent observed that some 
indigent parents are giv-

ing up the search for their 
missing children due to 
some reasons, including 
the cost of  the DNA test.
Medical Laboratory 
Scientist at the Nnam-
di Azikiwe Universi-
ty Teaching Hospital, 
Nnewi, Mr. Isreal Oko-
rie, and his Awka-bssed 
counterpart, Mr. Jude 
Nwabueze, said Deox-
yribonuleic acid (DNA) 
testing involves analysing 
specimens to determine 
if  someone is the father 

taking to be a law- abid-
ing citizen before the 
Deputy Chief  Registrar 
of  the Court. 

Adunun got into trou-
ble when a petitioner, 
Eunice Adeleke, report-
ed her to the EFCC for 
fraudulently obtaining 
her banking details and 
used them to withdraw a 
sum of  two hundred and 
thirty eight thousand Na-
ira (238,000.00) in two 
installments of  one hun-
dred and sixty-five thou-
sand Naira (165,000.00) 
and Seventy-Three Thou-
sand Naira (73,000.00) . 
She was subsequently ar-
rested by the EFCC and 
charged to court.

A
s Rt. Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha marks 
his 56 year birth-

day anniversary, Senator 
Samuel Anyanwu has 
called on him to continue 
to impact lives in the state 
and beyond.

Senator Anyanwu has 
also congratulated the or-
ganizing secretary of  the 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty (PDP), in Imo State, 
Chief  Law Biaduo on 
the occasion of  his 2021 
birthday celebration.

Anyanwu described 
the celebrants as not 
only brothers and polit-
ical partners, but major 
stakeholders in the Imo 
Project. He expressed 
happiness that within the 
period they have existed 

 Ihedioha, Biaduo 
have impacted lives
- PDP chieftain

on earth, the duo had af-
fected lives positively.

He said, “I am so happy 
that my two brothers are 
alive today to celebrate 
their birthdays. This is 
an indication that God’s 
grace are still upon them. 
It is obvious that some of  
their mates are no more, 
but because of  God’s di-
vine protection, they are 
alive to celebrate. Am 
happy to see them mark 
their 2021 birthday cele-
bration” He charged the 
celebrants to remember 
to carry along the down-
trodden, the less privi-
leged and the motherless 
in the event’s programme 
as part of  efforts to give 
back to the public.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha 

A
nambra State Chair-
man of  Trade Union 
Congress of  Nigeria 

(TUC0, Comrade Okechuk-
wu Ifeanyi has said that by all 
index of  development, gover-
nor Willie Obiano adminis-
tration has performed well.

Speaking on Sunday in 
Awka, on the seventh anni-
versary of  the state governor, 
Comrade Ifeanyi described 
Obaino as a pragmatic and 
visionary leader who has ex-
hibited selflessness and pru-
dent management of  resourc-
es and one committed to the 
progress and welfare of  Ndi 
Anambra.

According to the Trade Un-
ion Congress boss, through 

Anambra TUC extols 
Obiano on labour friendly

his robust plan and policies, 
his innovations in governance 
and pro-active measures in 
tackling emergencies, Gover-
nor Obiano has successfully 
re-defined governance, rid 
Anambra of  criminals, in-
stalled peace and discipline 
in the society and created 
favourable environment for 
business to thrive.

While describing him as the 
most labour friendly gover-
nor in the country, Comrade 
Ifeanyi who believed in the 
importance of  the work force 
as the engine room of  govern-
ment said that Governor Obi-
ano satisfied their yearnings 
and aspirations by paying 
their salaries and allowances 
regularly when some states 
owe months of  arrears and 
some pay half  salaries.

From Nonye Udumiri,  Aba

The much talked about 
radio debate between 

candidates of  various polit-
ical parties contesting in the 
March 27 bye-election in Aba 
North and South Federal 
constituency failed to hold.

News Echo had reported 
previously that candidates of 
APC, PDP, APGA and AA 
will on the 23rd of  March, 
participate in the debate 
tagged “Enyimba Debate” 
to tell electorates why they 
should be voted for on Satur-
day.

The debate was scheduled 
to hold and aired to people 
through some selected radio 
stations in Aba and Umua-
hia, the two major cities in 
the state.

However, Aba electorates 

Aba By-election: Enyimba debate 
fails, as PDP, APGA candidates 
refuse to appear

got the shock of  their lives on 
Tuesday, when the organizers 
issued a statement announc-
ing the cancellation of  the 
earlier planned debate.

Emenike Iroegbu, leader 
of  the organizing team in a 
statement on behalf  of  the 
debate organizers disclosed 
that PDP candidate Hon. 
Chimaobi Ebisike and the 
APGA candidate Hon. Des-
tiny Akaraka didn’t accept 
the invitation to appear on the 
programme.

Emenike added that efforts 
to reach and convince both 
PDP and APGA candidates 
yielded no fruits.

“The Abia State Debate 
Team is made up of  Radio 
stations and prominent online 
platforms based in Abia State. 
The group in 2019 organized 
the biggest gubernatorial de-
bate ever in Abia State. 

of  a particular child, as 
in paternity testing, if  
someone is responsible 
for a particular crime, as 
in forensic testing, or for 
research purposes.
They estimated the cost 
of  the test at between 
one hundred and thirty 
and one hundred and 
ninety-nine thousand 
naira, with minimum of  
ten days and maximum 
of  fourteen days turna-
round time, that is, the 
time it takes to complete 
and release test results.
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he life threatening attack Tthat Gov. Samuel Ortom 
suffered last Saturday may 

not come as a surprise to many. 
What may be shocking however is 
the inability of  the federal 
gove r n m e n t  t o  c h e c k  t h e  
dwindling security situations in 
the country which appears to have 
hit an uncontrollable situation at 
the moment  

Reports indicate that the Benue 
governor was attacked while in a 
convoy as he was returning from 
his farm 20kms into the Benue 
capital. The assassination attempt 
no doubt has attracted wide spread 
global condemnation. 

Curiously, a social media report 
has indicated that a Fulani group 
identified as Fulani Nationality 
Movement (FUNAM) has claimed 
responsibility for the attack. The 
account stated that the group in a 
press statement indicated that 
their intention was to kill the 
outspoken governor because 
according to them “Ortom stands 
against Fulani interests in Nigeria 
and opposes ranching''

It would be recalled that the 
Benue number one citizen has been 
strident in condemning the 
herdsmen attack on his state and 
enacted an anti-open grazing law 
which has limited their operations 
in their state. 

Not too long ago, the governor 
minced no words in accusing the 
federal government that its body 
language supported the actions of 
the criminal herders. He has 
queried why the government has 
turned a blind eye as they wield the 
AK-47 guns which run contrary to 
police law on illegal possession of 
fire arms.

The bold attempt to take the life 
of a sitting governor is a reflection 
of the audacity of the herdsmen to 
occupy and own Nigeria. At no 
time in the history of this country 
has the Fulani as an ethnic group 
been so daring than under the 

regime of President Mohammadu 
Buhari. We recall that under the 
g o ve r n m e n t  o f  e r s t w h i l e  
presidents Shehu Shagari and 
Umaru Musa Yar'Adua Nigeria 
had peace.

The situation has left doubts in 
the mind of Nigerians if there is a 
connection between the state and 
the incessant unending security 
chal lenges  in  the  countr y  
notwi ths tand ing  the  huge  
resources committed into the 
crime fighting.

The attack on Ortom is a big 
national embarrassment. It is also 
not the first time a sitting governor 
has been so attacked in this regime. 
The governor of Borno State has 
twice escaped death when his 
convoy was equally swooped on. 

News Echo frowns at this rude 
experiences and wishes to further 
expose the porous nature of our 
security system. This has the 
implication of further scaring 
foreign investors to come to do 
business here in Nigeria. If the 
men in power are not protected by 
the state the security of ordinary 
man in the street is much more 
impaired. 

With each passing day the 
mounting security challenges from 
every corner of the country have 
continued to separate Nigeria from 
itself while those in authority 
whose responsibility it is to quell 
the situation have continued to 
chase rats. There is very strong 
apprehension that the parting of 
ways among the ethnic groups is 
imminent because there are strong 
pointers that has cast doubts on the 
existence of any government as at 
present in this country.  

We can only but repeat our calls 
that the federal government should 
listen to the voice of reason and 
wisdom and rise to the challenge to 
retrieve Nigeria now before it 
becomes too late. It is only a 
demonstration of sincerity to the 
cause that can make this possible.

Assassination attempt on 
Gov Ortom: Time to retrieve 
Nigeria or bid her bye
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ake no mistake about it. 

MRt. Hon. Chinedum Orji 
is Nigeria's number one 

state house of  assembly speaker. Do 
not forget that Abia, alphabetically, 
is the numero uno when it comes to 
ranking of  states. 

In the same vein, Orji, by the 
virtue of  the fact that he is Abia 
speaker automatically means he is 
the number one speaker in Nigeria. 
This is why, according to those who 
know him very well, he comports 
himself  to fit into a particular class 
as the occasion warrants. He 
identifies with both the rich and the 
poor. As a result, his name is at the 
lips of  all and sundry. As the number 
one lawmaker of  Abia State, he 
avoids being caught in the crossfire 
of  crisis. Therefore on December 
25, 2020, the private residence of  
Orji was filled to brim, with galaxy 
of  dignitaries. It was a day the 
Speaker celebrated his 50th year 
birthday. The event, which had in 
attendance, the leader of  the 
executive arm of  Abia, Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu, his deputy, Sir Ude Oko 
Chukwu and some  other  members 
of  the current cabinet, also attracted 
captains of  industry as well as 
groups made up ordinary people. 
The large crowd that attended Orji's 
birthday, according to findings, did 
not stem from the fact that he leads 
the  l eg i s la t ive  a r m of  the  
government.

Ikuku as a grassroots builder, 
stabilizer

Orji, a son of  former Governor 
Abia State and currently a senator, 
Theodore Orji, before joining 
politics, had carved a niche for 
himself  by identifying with the 
ordinary people in the society. He 
discovered early that electoral 
victories and stability of  a given 
state are only achieved when the 
masses, especially as the youths 
feature prominently in the political 
calculus of  an area, state or country. 
He equally identified youth 
illiteracy and unemployment as big 
c h a l l e n g e  t o  p e a c e  a n d  
development.

Based on these attributes, the 
reward for his efforts came in 2015 
general elections when he vied for 
the seat of  Umuahia central 
constituency during which he won 
the election with a wide margin. He 
became the majority leader of  the 
house of  assembly, a position he 
held till 2019, before emerging the 
speaker, after being re-elected to 
represent Umuahia Central.

Ikuku Direct Touch as game 
changer  

Before the 2015 elections, several 
groups and individuals benefited 
f rom various  empowerment  
programs initiated by Hon Orji, 
ranging from financial grants, 
empowerment with vehicles, 
educational sponsorships, etc. 
Unfor tunately, some of  the 
beneficiaries of  the programs were 
in some cases shortchanged by 
those appointed to deliver them to 
the beneficiaries. On realizing the 
development,  Orji swiftly closed 
the gap. This, he did with the 
introduction of  Ikuku Direct Touch. 
That outfit carried out direct contact 
with the masses that then got what 
belonged to them without much 
hassles. That was towards the 2019 
polls. The direct touch meant direct 
delivery of  democracy dividends as 
well as close monitoring of  their 
implementation for the benefits of  
the  res idents  o f  Umuahia .  
Construction of  inland roads and 
award of  scholarship are also the 

hallmark of  the Ikuku Direct Touch, 
ensuring that essential needs of  the 
people are first identified before 
projects are sited.

Among the schools rehabilitated 
under the Direct Touch program are 
School Road Primary School, 
Umuwaya Road Primary School 
etc. Inland roads in Amuzukwu 
Ibeku, among some other important 
roads in the Umuahia metropolis 
have also been tarred to achieve 
smooth movement of  commuters 
and enhance economic activities.

Provision of  water in every 
political ward of  Umuahia central 
has seen the residents of  Finbers 
Road, Azikiwe Road, Amuzukwu 
Ibeku and other dense population to 
enjoy free water supplies, ending 
years of  water scarcity .

Ikuku the skill workshop  
It is of  note that whiles the 

executive and legislative arm of  
government in some states are 
engrossed in a fight to the finished, 
the story is different in Abia State as 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu enjoys 

the best of  rapport and support from 
the Abia State House of  Assembly, 
led by Hon Chinedum Orji. Policy 
formulations, budget planning and 
executions by the executive arm in 
Abia State have continued to receive 
cognate  considerat ions  and 
approval from the legislative arm, 
even as the governor himself, has 
also continued to credit the 
leadership for the sound progress of  
his administration in project 
realizations.

The stability in the house of  
assembly is also another testimony 
of  the leadership sagacity of  the 
soft-spoken speaker. All issues 
pertaining to the house are brought 
to the appropriate committee and 
effectively discussed. Even when it 
seems that the house is heading for 
the rocks, Orji usually uses his 
sagacity as a man of  clout and 
knowledge to douse tensions and 
calm frayed nerves. In this way, the 
house's constitutional role of  
lawmaking, representation and 
playing oversight function are dully 
adhered to by members. 

Future  beyond house  of  
assembly

It is not yet known the next step of  
aspiration that may be taken by the 
speaker, considering the huge 
requests from his large coast of  
supporters and constituents for him 
to remain in socio-political circles, 
for more years ahead. As he 
concentrated on his legislative and 
philanthropic programs, the speaker 
has also used his position to rise to 
the challenges of  the day, ranging 
from the perfect manner the house 
handled the unfortunate security 
problems in the state, like the 
herdsmen attacks in Isukwuato-
Uturu axis of  the state, burning of  
police stations and other security 
matters.

I t  i s  on  record  that  the  
intervention of  Ikpeazu and the 
assembly, Orji brought the entire 
crises under control and returned 
hope for the inhabitants of  the 
Fulani herdsmen-infested areas of  
Isukwuato and environs.

The summoning of  heads of  
security agents to the house of  
assembly to explain their strategies 
on the security situations in some 
parts of  the state, by the wouse, went 
a long way in controlling the 
Isukwuato security crises.

However, the begging questions 
in the mouth of  some close admirers 
of  the speaker are: Will he go for a 
third term as a house of  assembly 
member or will he aspire for a higher 
political office in 2023 general 
elections. But the speaker has 
always maintained that his major 
focus was leading the State's 
legislature to make good laws that 
would benefit Abians, and not about 
political future. He has also 
reiterated that the rapport existing 
between the House and the 
executive arm had yielded enough 
dividends for Abians, with many 
bills passed into law, for the good of  
Abians.

In a recent interview with 
newsmen in Umuahia, immediate-
past commissioner for lands and 
survey, Abia State, Barr Suleiman 
U k a n d u ,  a n  i n d i g e n e  o f  
Amuzukwu Ibeku, told the press 
that his community had recorded 
t r e m e n d o u s  t u r n a r o u n d  i n  
development, courtesy of  quality 
representation of  Orji.

According to him, "You can see 
that many roads in my area are 
b e i n g  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  
rehabilitated.  We are grateful to 
him, though we already knew that 
he would transform our community 
that was why we voted for him 
during elections”. To this end, 2023 
elections are still two years ahead, 
but it will certainly determine the 
next step of  the master strategist, 
Ikuku. 

Chinedum Orji
All hail Nigeria's 
number one speaker!
By Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Orji
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he Group Managing TD i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Nigerian National 

Petroleum Cor porat ion 
(NNPC),  Mallam Mele 
Kyari, has moved to justify 
the $1.5 billion contract cost 
for the rehabilitation of  the 
Por t Harcour t refinery, 
saying a new one may cost up 
to $12 billion to build. 

e n i o r  S p e c i a l 

SA s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e 
President on Public 

Sector Matters, Francis 
Anatogu  has  sa id  the 
Federal Government hopes 
to grow Nigeria's intra-
Africa export trade volume 
to $50billion by 2035 using 
African Continental Free 
Trade Area Agreement 
(AfCFTA).

Speaking at an event in 
Lagos yesterday, Anatogu, 
who is also the Secretary, 
N a t i o n a l  A c t i o n 
Committee on AfCFTA, 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e 
government is   leveraging 
the trade agreement to 
prepare for post-oil revenue.

To achieve this, he said 
a  number  of  s t rategic 
programmes were already 
underway.

These included a N50 
b i l l i o n  N a i r a  E x p o r t 
E x p a n s i o n  F a c i l i t y 
P r o g r a m m e  ( E E F P ) , 
implemented by the Federal 
Ministry of  Industry, Trade 
and Investment (FMITI) 
and the 2.3 trillion National 
Economic Sustainability 
Plan for export- driven 
growth.

Others  a re  the  N1 
billion Nigeria-Africa Trade 
Investment Programme 
(NATIPP) launched by 
Nigeria Expor t-Import 
Bank (NEXIM), African 
E x p o r t  I m p o r t  B a n k 
( A F R E X I M )  a n d  t h e 
Nigerian Export Promotion 
Council (NEPC) and the 
Zero Oil Plan (ZOP), to 
promote non-oil exports, 
create at least 500,000 
additional jobs and generate 

a minimum of  $150billion.
He added  tha t  the 

N i g e r i a n  I n d u s t r i a l 
Revolution Plan (NIRP) put 
in place by the government 
will help to build Nigeria's 
competitive advantage in 
key priority sectors, through 
accelerated expansion of  
the manufacturing sector 
and broadening of  industry 
scope.

Under the 2021 budget, 
Anatogu said over N11.61 
billion has been set aside for 
rehabilitation of  various 
railway tracks including, 
N8.86 billion for Nigeria 
Railway modernization  
project Lagos-Ibadan – 
Kano, N1.01 billion for the 
development of  National 
Transport Databank, N6.05 
billion for the construction 
o f  o u t r e a c h  c e n t r e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s u p p l y  o f  
equipment.

undertaking embarked upon 
after diligent consideration 
and in strict adherence to 
industry best standards. 

He explained that in 

arriving at the decision to 

award the Engineering, 

P r o c u r e m e n t ,  a n d 

Construction (EPC) contract 

to Tecnimont spA of  Milan, 

he President Shippers TAssociation of  Lagos, 
Rev. Jonathan Nicole, 

said Nigeria loses over N800 
billion monthly due to lack of  
24-hour seaport operation.

Nicole made this known 
to newsmen in Lagos.

I n  M ay  2 0 1 7 ,  Vi c e 
President Yemi Osinbajo 
signed an Executive Order 
directing resumption of  24-
hour operations at the Apapa 
Port and prohibiting touting 
in seaports.

However, the 24-hour 
opera t ions  have  ye t  to 
commence in the seaports 
while the agencies sacked 

f r o m  o p e r a t i n g  a t  t h e 
seaports have returned to 
par t ic ipate  in  phys ica l 
examination of  cargoes.

The Managing Director, 
Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA), Ms Hadiza Bala-
Usman, recently accused 
some Federal Government 
agencies at the ports of  lack 
of  compliance with the 
directive and executive order.

According to Nicole, the 
Nigerian Customs Service 
(NCS) generated almost N26 
billion daily in the past from 
seaports.

“The figure has dropped 
because our imports have 

reduced. The port is money-
spinning. Payments are daily 
made to shipping companies, 
terminal operators, customs, 
transporters, Ministries, 
Department and Agencies 
(MDAs) in the ports.

“If  one is bringing out 
1,000 containers, add the 
customs duty, shipping and 
t e r m i n a l  c h a r g e s , 
transportation and even 
under-the-table transactions, 
then you will understand the 
amount involved. We need to 
put in place policies that are 
workable and cannot be 
thwarted,” he said.

build a new refinery as it will 

take four years for it to 

commence production. “It is 

around seven billion dollars 

and 12 billion dollars to 

construct a refinery of  this 

na tu re  (Por t  Harcour t 

refinery). This is the estimate 

you see in public space and 

there are things you do 

outside the construction 

battle-limits like the utilities 

that are never accounted for 

when estimates of  this nature 

are done. “Typically, there is 

an additional 25 per cent cost 

for construction battle-limits, 

so, when you say a refinery 

can be built at seven billion 

A statement by the 
Corporation on Tuesday said 
the scope of  contract goes 
beyond just turn around 
maintenance of  the refinery 
to entail replacement of  key 
components of  the plant. 
Kyari described the approved 
rehabilitation contract of  the 
210,000 barrels per day 
capacity refinery as a worthy 

Italy, after a competitive 

b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e 

Corporation observed an 

unprecedented level  of  

t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  d u e 

diligence which consists of  a 

governance structure and 

tender process that included 

key independent external 

stakeholders. He said: “We 

have people saying why not 

build a new one; why will 

you repair an old refinery 

with 1.5 billion dollars? “The 

fact is available even by 

Google search, what it takes 

to build a refinery of  this 

status today. It  wil l  be 

difficult for the country to 

dollars or even 10 billion 

dollars, also think of  that 25 

p e r  c e n t ” ,  h e  a d d e d .

He continued: “With today's 

estimate, you cannot build a 

refinery at any cost below 

these amounts, that means 

that the option you have is to 

scrap this and build a new 

one, and we all know that we 

don't have that resource. “If  

we start a new refinery of  this 

nature today, it can't work in 

l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s , 

therefore, it means we will 

c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p o r t 

petroleum products in the 

next four years or more”.

NNPC justifies $1.5bn PH refinery rehabilitation cost

Fed Govt eyes $50b
from AfCFTA

Nigeria loses N800b monthly
to poor port operation

A section of the Port Harcourt Refinery



Cr   me Watch

egal practitioners in LAnambra state under 
t h e  u m b r e l l a  o f  

Committee of  Chairmen and 
Secretaries of  the Nigerian 
Bar Association NBA on 
Monday called on the State 
governor, Willie Obiano, to 
immediately address the 
worsening security situation 
in the state.

The lawyers made the 
call, when they staged a 
peace fu l  p ro te s t  to  the 
government House, Awka 

he President General Tof  Omor Community 
in Ayamelum Local 

Government Area, Barr. 
Onwuachi Francis who was 
abducted by kidnapers on his 
return from work has been 
killed.

His lifeless body was 
found along Anaku road 
near Ezu River side last 
Fr i d ay.  O n w u a c h i ,  a n 
a l u m n i  m e m b e r  o f  
U n ive r s i t y  o f  N i ge r i a 
Onitsha branch.

However, Nigerian Bar 
Association Anambra State 
has condoled the NBA 
O t u o c h a  B r a n c h ,  t h e 
families of  late Barr. Frank 
Onwuachi .

I n  a  r e l a t e d 
development,  the NBA 
Anambra State consequently 
resolved that all lawyers in 
Anambra State shall boycott 
all courts from Monday to 
Wednesday. It would be 
recalled that the lawyers took 
to the streets protesting 
against what they termed 
incessant killings in the state.

state to secure lives and 
property of  their members.

According to him, the 
state government must rejig 
the security architecture in the 
state to protect the lives of  
innocent citizen on the streets.

“We are here to express 
our displeasure over the 

hree police officers; TInspec tor  Aust in 
Ugwu,  Inspec tor 

Longinus Ugochukwu and 
Constable Ama Ifeanyi were 
o n  M o n d a y  k i l l e d  b y 
u n k n o w n  g u n m e n  i n 
Abi r iba ,  Ohaf ia  Loca l 
Government Area of  Abia 
State.

News Echo learnt that 
the officers were ambushed 
at Agu Eze Amaogudu 
community in Abiriba, at 
about 8.3am, killed and their 
two riffles taken away by the 
unknown gunmen.

It was gathered that the 
three officers were serving at 
the Abiriba police division 
where they came on Monday 
morning to perform their 
lawful duties, only to meet 
their untimely death. 

Their  death caused 
p a n i c  a n d  t e n s i o n , 
p r o m p t i n g  t h e  s t a t e 
g o ve r n o r,  D r.  O k e z i e 
Ikpeazu to send his Deputy, 
Sir. Ude Oko Chukwu who 
went to the scene to meet 
with the people.

Oko Chuckwu who 

arrived the scene shortly 
after the incident, assured 
the people of  Abiriba that 
government will deploy all 
n e c e s s a r y  r e s o u r c e s 
available to it to ensure the 
protection of  the people and 
all law abiding citizens.

He visited the crime 
scene and the Divisional 
Po l i c e  H e a d q u a r t e r s , 
A b i r i b a  w h e r e  h e 
s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e 
families and friends of  the 

he Chairman of  the TNigerian Labour 
Congress (NLC) in 

Cross River State Comrade 
Ben Ukpekpi has been 
kidnapped.

The assailants whisked 
Ukpebi away on Sunday 
night in front of  his house at 
C R O S P I L  E s t a t e , 
Akpabuyo, on the outskirts 
of  Calabar, the state capital.

This is the second time 

Comrade Ukpekpi would 
be kidnapped in front of  his 
house, after his abduction 
in December 2019.

Ukpekpi's son Frank said 
his father was abducted 
after 6pm on Sunday.

Police spokesman Irene 
Ugbo was yet to respond to 
the  text  messages  for 
confirmation at the time of 
this report.

deceased and prayed God to 
give them the fortitude to 
bear their losses. 

The deputy governor 
c a l l e d  f o r  c o m mu n i t y 
vigilance and support to 
security agents to ensure that 
the perpetrators are quickly 
identified and brought to 
justice. "The government is 
saddened by the unfortunate 
attack which led to the loss 
of  lives of  police officers at 
Agu Eze check point.

"Government will give 
you all the necessary support 
and we have spoken to the 
security authorities to avoid 
indiscriminate arrests, but 
e n s u r e  a  p a i n s t a k i n g 
investigation that will ensure 
that only those responsible 
for the dastardly act are 
brought to justice as quickly 
as possible," he said.

He advised that a proper 
community vigilante and 
in fo r mat ion  ga the r ing 
mechanism be put in place to 
ensure prevention of  further 
crimes.

Responding on behalf  
of  the state governor, the 
Secretar y  to  the  State 
Government, Prof. Solo 
Chukwulobelu said that it is 
sad that the rate of  killings in 
t h e  s t a t e  h a s  b e c o m e 
alarming but was quick to 
add that government has put 
in place measures to stem 
insecurity in the state.

According to  him, 
Anambra state has the 

against the kidnapping and 
kil l ing of  one of  their 
members Barrister Frank 
Onwuachi by unknown 
gunmen and the worsening 
security situation across the 
state.

 Speaking during the 
protest on behalf  of  others, 
the chairman of  Onitsha 
NBA, Mr. Onyechi Ononye, 
said lawyers in the state can 
no longer go to court due to 
h i g h  r a t e  o f  s e c u r i t y 
challenges in the state.

H e  c a l l e d  o n  t h e 
governor to immediately 
deploy security operatives to 
courts and other parts of  the 

w o r s e n i n g  s e c u r i t y 
situation in the state. Our 
member was kidnapped 
and killed the other day by 
unknown gunmen. Some 
security formations were 
attacked and operatives 
were killed while their 
weapons were carted away. 
We cannot travel to court 
because of  challenging 
security situation, it is 
getting worse every day.

record of  being the safest 
state in the country and 
called on all to take up the 
challenges. He said that 
what had happened in the 
l a s t  one  week  was  a 
wakeup call to all in the 
state. "Security is every 
one's business, you in the 
N B A ,  t h e  v a r i o u s 
communities in the state, 
let us join hands together 
and fight it.
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Security situation in Anambra a mess,
lawyers tell Obiano
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

From Karen James,
Nnewi

Omor community
president-general
killed by gunmen

Again, gunmen ambush police,
kill 3 in Abia

Gunmen abduct Cross River
NLC chair
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Lawyers protesting over incessant killings in Anambra state.
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h e a d  o f  t h e 

AA n a m b r a  S t a t e 
g o v e r n o r s h i p 

election, the South-East 
Amalgamated  Marke t s 
T r a d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(SEAMATA) on Sunday 
vowed that its members 
would not vote political 

over nor  Wi l l i e 

GO b i a n o  o f  
Anambra state has 

i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e 
ultramodern Aluminum 
a n d  A l l i e d  I n d u s t r i a l 
complex near Onitsha, in 
O g b u n i k e,  O y i  L o c a l 
government area of  the 
state.

News Echo gathered 
that the industrial complex 
which situates at Ogbunike 
junction along Enugu-
Onitsha Expressway is a 
brainchild of  the traders’ 
monthly contributions to 
develop the industry in 
Nigeria.

I n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e 
complex, Governor Obiano, 
who was represented by the 
State Commissioner for 
Trade and Commerce, Hon. 
Uchenna Okafor, described 
the project as a dream come 
true, Governor Obiano 
expressed confidence that it 
will give impetus to the 
state's export initiative as the 
products of  the aluminum 
manufacture in Onitsha will 
gain access to the global 
market.

T h e  g o v e r n o r , 
appealed to  Niger ians 
especially, the Building 

E n g i n e e r s  a c r o s s  t h e 
country to always patronize 
made in Nigeria products 
certified by the Standard 
Organization of  Nigeria 
(SON), for the sake of  
employment opportunities 
for the teaming youths.

He commended them 
for their efforts in assisting 
the government in job 
creation, assuring that his 
administration will do all 
that is required to maintain 
t h e  t e m p o  i n c l u d i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 
rehabilitation of  road that 
lead to the market complex.

Obiano reminded the 
manufacturers of  the need 
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  A l l 
Progressive Grand Alliance 
APGA, in the November 6 
governorship election for 
m o r e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
milestones in the state.

T h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Onitsha Aluminum, Allied 
Dealers and Technicians 
Association of  Nigeria 
(OAADTA),  Comrade 
I f eany i  Okeke,  in  h i s 
address, revealed that the 
association is in the process 
of  creating linkages with 
key Technical Institutions in 
A n a m b r a ,  l i k e ; 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University, Federal 
Po ly t e c h n i c  O k o  a n d 

F e d e r a l  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education (Technical), 
Umunze, for more research 
and Skil ls  Acquisi t ion 
Training for undergraduates 
keen on pursuing careers in 
aluminum fabrications. He 
said the Skills Acquisition 
program if  commences, has 
no political or religion 
affiliations. He disclosed 
that the industrial complex 
have about 1,200 shops with 
11 plazas.

He listed some of  the 
challenges that may hinder 
the smooth running of  the 
establishment to include; 
lack of  access road to the 
complex, more plots of  land 
to accommodate all needed 
industr ia l  equipments, 
installation of  electricity 
and complete relocation of  
members from their rented 
shops at Oguta road, a 
landlocked area of  Onitsha 
to the newly inaugurated 
complex.

The Secretary of  the 
Associat ion,  Comrade 
Chiedozie Christopher, 
assured the governor that 
the fully commencement of  
industrial activities in the 
complex will add another 
indelible milestone to other 
numerous achievement of  
his administration.

parties' candidates for the 
poll.

It would be recalled that 
INEC has fixed November 6, 
while party primaries would 
take place between June 10 
and July 1.

SEAMATA, which is the 
umbrella union of  traders in 
all markets in the South-
East, in a statement jointly 
signed by its President-

General and Secretary-
G e n e r a l ,  C h i e f  G oz i e 
Akudolu  and  Mr  Alex 
Okwudiri respectively in 
Enugu, stated that they 
s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  i n 
democratic process.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, the association 
resolved not to support any 
candidate whose emergence 
is seen to be un-democratic 

and not being free, fair and 
credible.

The statement reads in 
par ts:  "The association 
resolved that the traders 
making up over 75 per cent 
of  the voting population 
shall fully participate in the 

irector, Nigerian DF a r m e r s 
C o o p e r a t i v e 

Societ ies  Abia  Statem, 
Bishop Emeka Nwankpa has 
said that he will revolutionize 
food production in the 
country.

He stated this shortly 
after  he was appointed 
Director of    NANFACOS. 
Bishop Nwankpa thanked 
the Federal Government of  
Nigeria under the Buhari 
admin i s t ra t ion  fo r  the 
appointment given to him. 
H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h i s 
appointment is in good faith 
as he will be serving the 

 r e n o w n e d 

AN i g e r i a n 
industrialist, Chief  

Alex Chika Okafor has 
bemoaned the security 
situation in Anambra State.

Chief  Okafor, who is 
the Chief  Executive Officer 
of  Chikason Group of  
Companies, stated this 
w h e n  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g 
C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e 
A n a m b r a  A c h i e v e r s 
L e g a c y  A w a r d 
(ANALEG), called on him.

The Committee led by 
t h e  C h a i r m a n  A l l 
Christians Businessmen's 

Fellowship and immediate 
past Chairman of  Christian 
Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN), Anambra State, 
Rev. Dr. John Ndubuisi said 
that  he welcomed the 
nomination, provided the 
in tent ions  behind the 
exercise was genuine. He 
regretted the worrisome 
state of  insecurity and 
targeted attacks on security 
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  t h e i r 
formations in the state in 
recent times. He said the 
ugly incident  posed a 
serious threat to economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
s u s t e n a n c e  o f  
a c h i e ve m e n t s  o f  t h e 

Obiano administration in 
the security sector.

T h e  f o r e m o s t 
industrialist argued that 
Anambra State was the 
heartland of  the South East 
hence any threat to its 
economy was a threat to the 
economic development of  
the South East Zone.

O k a f o r  s a i d  t h a t 
insecurity in the state may 
e x a c e r b a t e  y o u t h 
u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d 
undermine the drive for 
inves tment  and urged 
s e c u r i t y  a g e n c i e s  t o 
increase their intelligence in 
order to arrest the apparent 
resurgence of  criminal 
activities in the state.

masses par ticularly the 
farmers in Abia state by 
making sure that whatever 
that is supposed to come to 
them from the federal will 
definitely reach their door 
steps. He hinted that he is 
going to inject innovative 
ideas into NANFACOS so as 
to drive away hunger from 
t h e  l a n d  a n d  m o s t 
impor tan t ly  to  be  se l f  
sufficient in food production 
as one of  the cardinal policies 
of  the Buhari administration.

 He said that sufficiency 
in food production has 
finally arrived Abia state as 
h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i l l 
revolutionalize the old form 
of  food production and 
farmer's welfare in the state 
to a modernized way as 

practiced in other regions 
across the country.

The National President 
o f  NANFACOS,  Chie f  
Nwogwugwu Uzoma  said 
that farmers in the country 
a r e  e x t r e m e l y  a t  a n 
advantage position following 
the appointment of  Bishop 
Emeka Nwankpa given that 
he is a man of  God, an 
agriculturist and that  his 
contributions towards the 
social political and economic 
development of  the country 
has stood the taste of  time.

exercise. “The association 
resolved to contribute their 
q u o t a  t o w a r d s  t h e 
s u s t e n a n c e  o f  c i v i l 
democratic  rule in our 
nation. “The association 
called on all political parties 
participating in this coming 

governorship election in 
Anambra State to apply true 
democratic principles in 
selecting their candidates''.

" S E A M A T A  h a d 
resolved to monitor primary 
elections of  all the political 
parties to confirm that their 
processes were not only 
d e m o c r a t i c ;  b u t 
transparently free, fair and 
credible.

“Since traders constitute 
over 75 per cent of  voters in 
Anambra State and the entire 
South-East as well; it is 
ev i d e n t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l 
determine who becomes the 
Governor of  Anambra State 
through their votes, ' '  i t 
added.

In another development, 
SEAMATA sympathized 
with traders in Timber 
Market, Nkwo-Nnewi that 
lost great fortunes and life-
long investments in yet 
another fire disaster that 
engulfed the entire market 
recently.

Anambra 2021 election:
South East traders will not support
undemocratic process 
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Obiano inaugurates aluminum,
allied industry in Onitsha

I'll revolutionize food
production in Nigeria
– Bishop Nwankpa

Industrialist bemoans insecurity
in Anambra

From Karen James,
Nnewi

From Karen James,
NnewiFrom Ovat Mike,

Onitsha

The state commissioner for Trade and Commerce, Hon. Uchenna Okafor who 
represented Gov. Obiano commissioning the Complex.

Chairman/CEO of CHIKASON GROUP, Chief Alex Chika Okafor, poses with the 
visiting members of the Anambra Achievers Legacy Award (ANALEG) committee.
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he native connectivity Tbetween democracy and 
judiciary in any society has 

been succinctly established by the 
rather protracted and  prolonged 
legal hostilities among external 
and internal godfathers and 
godsons, squabbling over who 
produces the "candidate" and who 
emerges the "direct beneficiary" of  
the December 5, 2020 Imo North 
Senatorial Bye-election.

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) on 
December 6, 2020 decided that the 
bye-election was won by the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
without declaring any candidate 
as the direct beneficiary, leaving 
many people asking if  political 
parties can win elections without 
candidates.

It has been averred that it's for 
the  lacks,  lags,  lapses  and 
limitations of  the Courts that 
democracy suffers acute go-slow 
that cripples its very raison d'etre, 
creating avoidable lacuna that put 
on the throes the appropriate 
d e l i v e r y  o f  d i v i d e n d s  o f  
democracy, with the electorates 
being the biggest losers of  returns 
on their huge investments in 
democracy.

For instance, before, during, 
and now over one hundred days 
after the afore-stated bye-election, 
camps of  the APC have been in a 
tug-of -war  over  the person 
b e t w e e n  S e n a t o r  I f e a n y i 
Araraume and Mr. Frank Ibezim, 
w h o ' l l  b e c o m e  t h e  A P C 
" c a n d i d a t e "  o f  " d i r e c t 
benef ic iar y"  of  the  par ty ' s 
purported "victory" in the bye-
election.

The matter has lately been 
further encumbered with the 
r e c o u r s e  b y  t h e  P e o p l e s 
Democratic Party (PDP) in Imo 
State with their candidate in the 

bye-election, Distinguished Chief  
Emmanuel Okewulonu, to the 
Election Petit ions Tribunal 
opened for aggrieved parties and 
their candidates. 

As i t  i s  now, there are 
countless lawsuits on the bye-
election by the APC, which 
hamper and hinder the progress of  
democracy with regards to the 
Okigwe North bye-election, with 
the good people of  Okigwe Zone 
enduring lack of  representation in 
the Senate for over one full year 
now and still counting.

From the post-party-primary 
l i t igat ions among the APC 
a s p i r a n t s ,  a n d  w i t h  s u i t s 
unresolved, two Courts, a Federal 
High Court, and the Court of  
Appeal disqualified Senator 
Ifeanyi Araraume and Mr. Frank 
Ibezim on the eve of  the bye-
election on December 4, 2020. 

The former was disqualified 
for not winning the primary 
election conducted by the party, 
the latter for the committing the 
felony of  perjury by vice of  
presenting questionable academic 
certificates to INEC.

For that surprising ruling by 
the Courts, APC hadn't any 
candidate for the bye-election the 
next day, December 5, 2020 as 
reflected in the official INEC list 
of  candidates for the election. In 
the row and columns for the name 
of  the APC candidate were left 
open without any name.

It's the views of  some pundits 
that after the December 4, 2020 
disqualification of  both Senator 
Ifeanyi Araraume and Mr. Frank 
Ibezim, and with the confirmation 
of  that fact by INEC, APC as  
shouldn't have been accepted by 
INEC as a participant in the bye-
election. 

At the end of  the voting, 
however, the great expectations of  
political pundits was that INEC 
would without let or hindrance 

expressly declare PDP winner of  
t h e  b y e - e l e c t i o n  a n d 
Distinguished Chief  Emmanuel 
O kewul o nu  a s   the  d i r e c t 
b e n e f i c i a r y,  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
discrepancies in the qualifications 
of  the two APC aspirants, 
Araraume and Ibezim.

But that wasn't to be as INEC 
went to deliver an abnormal 
declaration of  APC as winner of  
bye-election, having scored about 
36,000 votes against its closest 
rival, PDP, which garnered about 
31,000 votes.

The next thing that followed 
was high uproar and strong 
d i sag reement  by  PDP and 
concerned citizens over the wrong 
action and indeed inaction of  
INEC declaration APC winner of  
t h e  b ye - e l e c t i o n ,  w i t h o u t 
declaring the direct beneficiary of  
the win.

Fielding two aspirants by 
APC, so to say, was underscored 
by many people as the awkward 
signal that democracy was facing a 
very big litmus test that was set by 
INEC and the very variable and 
flexible judiciary.

I t ' s  such  now tha t  the 
observable character of  the APC 
political warlords in the Courts is 
that as Senator Ifeanyi Araraume 
is declared the "APC's candidate" 
in the morning, a Court will 
counter him and declare Mr. 
Fr a n k  I b e z i m  t h e  " A P C ' s 
candidate" in the evening of  the 
same day.

In one of  such absurdities of  
the APC, a High Court over-ruled 
the Supreme Court, and issued a 
fresh order that countered an 
order of  the Supreme Court! It's as 
bad as that!

That has been the prevailing 
experience with the Okigwe North 
bye-election, which has stalled the 
declaration of  the winner of  the 
bye-election till date, sustaining 
O k i g we  Z o n e  a s  t h e  o n ly 

Senatorial District without a 
Senator in the Senate.

Expectedly, the PDP has also 
made efforts to deploy litigations 
and counter-litigations to resist 
the abnormalities in observed in 
the judiciary. The ultimate being 
its recourse to the Election 
Petitions Tribunal that was set up 
for the bye-election

The unfortunate situations at 
the Courts have been interpreted 
by some pundits as an unlawful 
and illegal ploy to manufacture an 
illegal candidate for APC, which 
didn't have any candidate on the 
Election Day.

Recently, an Abuja Court 
gave an order for INEC to issue 
the Certificate of  Return to 
Araraume as winner of  the bye-
election. But before anyone could 
spell "Order" another High Court 
in Owerri on the same day issued a 
counter-order stopping INEC 
from issuing the Certificate of  
Return to Araraume.

The entire legal hostilities by 
the APC leaders, godfathers and 
godsons, Araraume and Ibezim 
specifically, have taken the shine 
away from the bye-election, 
robbed it of  credibility, and 
exposed APC in poor light as 
power mongering and power 
rustling adventurists.

It still beats imagination, 
questions comprehensibility, and 
creates enough opprobrium 
among the people, particularly the 
good people of  Okigwe Zone, who 
have been denied representation 
in the Senate for over a calendar 
year.

Many people feel that since 
it's proven beyond reasonable 
doubts that APC didn't have any 
candidate in the election, all the 
votes it garnered in the bye-
election were inconsequential 
wasted, voided votes. 

Hence, the popular opinion 

of  a rather large number of  
respondents is that PDP and 
Distinguished Chief  Emmanuel 
Okewulonu should have been 
declared winner of  the bye-
election, since they didn't have any 
encumbering issues, and came 
second on the winners' table.

And that proposition has 
been accorded impetus by the 
popular opinion among critics and 
analysts, which argue that the 
most legally reasonable thing to 
do under the circumstance would 
be for INEC to declare PDP and 
Distinguished Chief  Emmanuel 
Okewulonu as winner of  the Imo 
North Senatorial Bye-election and 
direct beneficiary of  the win, 
respectively and collectively.

It's the reasoning of  many 
pundits that the wangling in legal 
fores ts  seeking a  Made- in-
Supreme Court candidate for 
APC isn't only an abuse of  
legalism, but also a severe insult 
on democracy. 

They argue that the judicial 
support of  such self-help by APC 
is very injurious to democracy, 
causing hurt and harm to the 
practice and the practitioners 
alike. Manufacturing candidates 
for parties without candidates in 
an election isn't part of  the 
constitutionally stipulated terms 
of  reference of  the Nigerian 
democracy.

The good advice under the 
circumstance would, therefore, be 
for the Supreme Court to issue a 
final ruling that'll be truly final, 
that'll re-establish the earlier 
rulings by Courts, which remains 
that APC hadn't any candidate in 
the bye-election.

Then, INEC should save its 
f a c e  a n d  d o  n e e d f u l  b y 
announcing PDP winner and 
Distinguished Chief  Emmanuel 
Okewulonu, the direct beneficiary 
of  the victory. The world is 
watching!

*Ogubundu Nwadike, is the 
State Publicity Secretary, Imo 
PDP.

Democracy, judiciary and litmus test
of Imo North Senatorial bye-election

Politics

By Ogu Bundu Nwadike, M.A

Araraume Okewulonu
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Man in the news

By Uzoma Ogoke

R
t. Hon Emeka Ihedio-
ha was born March 24 
1965. He was the im-
mediate past governor 

of  the state. He was removed 
from office on January 14, 2020 
by the Supreme Court which 
declared the APC candidate, 
Hope Uzodinma the authentic 
winner of  the 2019 Imo gover-
norship election. 

Ihedioha went on to file an ap-
plication to set aside the wide-
ly-condemned Supreme Court 
judgment.  Chief  Emeka Ihedi-
oha is a member of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) and 
represented the Aboh Mbaise/
Ngor Okpala Federal Constit-
uency of  Imo State from 2003 
to 2015. He was also the former 
deputy speaker of  the House of  
Representatives. 

Ihedioha holds a National 
Honor as Commander of  the 
Order of  the Niger (CON). In 
2015, he served as speaker of  
the House of  Representatives, 
following the swearing-in of  
Aminu Tambuwal as the gover-
nor of  Sokoto State.

 Early life 
Ihedioha was born on March 24 

1965, at Mbutu in Aboh Mbaise 
Local Government Area of  Imo 
State.

He attended Town School Mbu-
tu in Aboh Mbaise and com-
pleted his primary education at 
SDA Primary School Abule Oja, 
Yaba, Lagos State in 1976. He 
had his secondary education at 
St. Ephraim’s Secondary School, 
Owerri-nta in present-day Abia 
State and later proceeded to the 
University of  Lagos, Akoka-Ya-
ba, where he obtained a Bachelor 
of  Science (B.SC) degree in Food 
Science and Technology, in 1988. 

Ihedioha took an executive cer-
tificate course in financial man-
agement from Stanford Univer-
sity, and a leadership certificate 
course from Harvard Kennedy 
School of  Government, Harvard 
University.

 Political career 
In 1992, Ihedioha was appoint-

ed press officer to the Senate Pres-
ident of  the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, Chief  Iyorchia Ayu. A 
year later he was appointed chief 
press secretary to the Deputy Sen-
ate President. Following military 
incursion in the polity in Novem-
ber 1993, Ihedioha returned to 
his communications practice as 
Chief  Executive Officer of  First 
Page Communications. He be-
came Director of  Publicity of  the 
newly formed People’s Demo-
cratic Movement, the forerunner 
of  the Peoples Democratic Party 
in 1998.

He was appointed special assis-
tant to the Presidential Adviser 

Celebrating Ihedioha, politician
with integrity @ 56

on Utilities in July 1999, special 
assistant on media and publicity 
to the President of  the Senate in 
November 1999, and special as-
sistant on political matters to the 
Vice President in September 2001. 

Today he (Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihe-
dioha) is the Man in the News 
for News Echo for all the right 
reasons as he celebrates his 56th 
birthday. We want to point out 
that majority of  Imolites are still 
ruing what they term the highest 
evil perpetrated against Imolites 
by a highly corrupt Nigerian sys-
tem and its judiciary. When they 
remember the foundation for 
good governance and prosperous 
economy already laid down by 
Ihedioha, within the short period 
of  eight months he lasted in office, 
they end up causing the day the 
judgment that outsted him was 
delivered, including all the actors 
who played one role or the oth-
er in making the highly detested 
judgment a reality. 

Most Imolites have described the 
judgment as the most anarchist 
and unprogressive in the annals 
of  the state and county at large. 
When Ihedioha rolled out the 
blueprint of  his administration 
and started its implementation, 
Imo people echoed then that an 
“Mbakwe” had again mounted 
the saddle and still believe so till 
date, but with regret that we lost 
him, maybe momentarily to the 
evil infested Nigerian system.

 What are some of the pointers 
to the above claim? 

Some of  the reasons adduced 
by Imolites for the above claims 
about Ihedioha include; the fact 
that he started his government by 
first of  all constituting a transition 
committee made up of  techno-
crats and professionals. The com-
mittee was made up of  best brains 
in Imo State and beyond and en-
compassed all known fields of  hu-
man endeavour.

At the start of  his administra-
tion, he set machinery in motion 
to clear arrears of  pension owed 
pensioners in the state, which in-
cluded a verification process that 
lasted for few weeks at the end of 
which the pensioners started re-
ceiving their pensions.

The issue of  70 percent and 
whatever percentage that was 
used in the payment of  salaries of 
civil servants was resolved with-
out much ado and civil servants 
started receiving their full salaries. 
For this reason, there was no re-
cord of  any single protest during 
the period he held sway.

Appointments into his cabinet 
was evenly spread, even as non 
of  the key position such as; Sec-
retary to the State Government, 
Chief  of  staff, Attorney General/
Commissioner for Justice, Head 
of  Service, Accountant General, 
Eze Imo, among others, were giv-
en to an Mbaise man.

His deputy was given a free 
hand to operate. He consistently 
chaired the state executive coun-
cil meeting in the absence of  the 
governor. His entitlements was 
never denied him or cut. Coming 
from Oguta, one of  the oil pro-
ducing areas of  the state, Ihedio-
ha handed everything concerning 
ISOPADEC to Engr. Gerald Iro-
na and he handled it with sense 
of  responsibility and was already 
implementing initiatives that had 
started the transformation of  the 
areas within the short period.

At the end of  Okorocha’s ad-
ministration, bad road network 
was the main challenge facing Im-
olites. It was not that Okorocha 
did not embark on road construc-
tion. He did and in fact more than 
any previous administrations in 
the ‘new Imo State’. But the prob-
lem was that he introduced what 
is popularly known today in the 
state as, ‘China Road’, whereby 
the roads get dilapidated after 
months or sometimes weeks of 
their construction.

 This challenge Ihedioha con-
fronted headlong in a manner that 
surprised Imolites. He awarded 
contracts for over 30 critical roads 
to renowned and competent con-
tractors. As a man known for due 
process, he made sure due process 
and the standard rule of  engage-
ment was followed. Consequent-
ly, the 15 percent advance pay-
ment for such contracts were paid 
across board and Imo state in the 
true sense of  the word, became a 
huge construction site overnight, 

as the projects were moving with 
the speed of  light.  

Other issues such as public wa-
ter supply, improvement in elec-
tricity, primary health care sector, 
erosion control projects, Rural 
Access Mobilization Projects 
(RAMP), payment of  counter-
part funds to attract international 
donor agencies’ intervention in 
critical areas of  the state, among 
others, received serious attention. 
The state started bobbling with 
life and money was fully in circu-
lation.

 Gentle man in Nigerian poli-
tics 

Politics in Nigeria is widely re-
garded as dirty, even as our politi-
cians cherish the saying, ‘No gen-
tle man in the jungle. They can go 
to any length, including instigat-
ing violence and setting the whole 
area, state or country on fire to 
achieve their selfish intentions. 
For most Nigerian politicians, the 
games is a do or die, winner takes 
all where the end justifies the 
‘means’ no matter how dubious.

However, there are exceptions 
to this and Emeka Ihedioha is 
one of  them. While not project-
ing him as a saint in the Nigerian 
political scene, his antecedents 
are there for anyone to judge. The 
way he handled the clear injustice 
meted against him by the powers 
that be at the highest level in Ni-
geria, through the instrumentality 
of  the judiciary, hitherto regarded 
as the last hope of  the common 
man is a testimony that he may 

otherwise be a saint in the midst 
of  a very high number of  Nigeri-
an politicians.

At the pronouncement of  the 
judgment, he quietly dropped 
all government properties at his 
disposal and quietly moved out 
of  the government house. It was 
reported that he sent his aides to 
return any of  such properties that 
were at his house both in town 
and at the village, including his 
official car 

As a firm believer in the Nigeri-
an judicial system, and as a man 
of  integrity, all he did was to ap-
proach the Supreme Court to re-
view the judgment and possibly 
have an opportunity to redeem its 
pride. Though the review did not 
go in his favour, as the Supreme 
Court obviously found it difficult 
to contradict or fault itself, he got 
a minority judgment in his favour.

However the matter is still 
pending at the Supreme Court, 
as another version of  it was still 
taken back to it by a concerned 
Imo citizen who wants the apex 
court to explain some ambigui-
ty in its judgment, especially as 
it concerns Uche Nwosu being 
pronounced as the authentic can-
didate of  APC in Imo and Hope 
Uzodimma being declared gover-
nor as a candidate of  APC by the 
same apex court. 

Imo people are still hopeful and 
praying God to twist events for 
Emeka Ihedioha to come back 
and occupy the governorship seat 
which they believe rightly belongs 
to him.

Emeka Ihedioha
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NSCDC rejects Onitsha vigilante
branded vehicles 

 From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

N
on-academic activ-
ities were brought 
to a halt in public 

basic and secondary schools 
in Enugu State on Mon-
day following a protest by 
non-teaching staff  in the 
state.

The aggrieved workers 
staged a peaceful demon-
stration over their exclusion 
from the federal govern-
ment’s special salary scale, 
enhanced condition of  ser-
vice and allowances.

The protesters under the 
auspices of  “Non-Aca-
demic Staff  Union of  Ed-
ucational and Associated 
Institutions, Enugu State 
chapter” marched round 
major streets of  Enugu, 
with placards.

The peaceful protest ter-
minated at the headquar-
ters of  the Post Primary 
School Management Board 
(PPSMB), Independence 
Layout, Enugu, where they 
were received by the Perma-
nent Secretary of  the Board, 
Favour Ugwuanyi.

NEWS

Umahi suspends SEB
chairman, others for double 
payroll
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

Governor David Umahi of 
Ebonyi State has suspended 
the Chairman, Secondary 
Education Board (SEB) Dr. 
Uche Eze Anyim and other 
members of  the board over 
allegation of  fraud.

Umahi  in a statement 
signed by the Secretary to the 
State Government Dr Ken-
neth Ugbala said the sack 
followed fraudulent practices 
discovered in the administra-
tion and management of  the 
Board.

He alleged that dead per-
sons, who had resigned and 
those that had secured em-
ployments in other places, 
were still in the payroll of  the 
Board and to the full knowl-
edge of  some members of 
the Board.

The dissolved Chairman 
and the members of  the 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Command of  the 
Nigeria Security 

and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC) has condemned 
the choice of  colour for the 
branding of  the vehicles do-
nated for the Onitsha Ado 
Vigilante Network.

Indigenes of  the com-
mercial city of  the state 
had floated a security out-
fit known as Onitsha Ado 
Vigilante Network to check 
increasing wave of  crime in 
the commercial city.

The corps said the colour 
conflicted with theirs and 
demanded immediate re-
painting of  all the vehicles 
belonging to the security 
operatives to avoid clash of 
interest.

A statement by the state 
commandant, Commandant 
David Bille, wondered why 
the initiators of  the security 
outfit could not have fac-
tored in the colour conflicts 
before unveiling the same 
colours to the public.

The statement read in part, 
“The attention of  the An-
ambra State Command of 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps, NSCDC has 
been drawn to the crested 
vehicles painted in Civil De-
fence Colours presented to 
Onitsha Ado Vigilante Net-
work.

“The corps, while appre-
ciating the Onitsha com-
munity for taking a bold 
step in complementing the 
functions of  federal security 
agencies in the fight against 
crimes and criminality in the 
state, urged the communi-

ty to as a matter of  urgency 
effect a change of  colours 
on the said vehicles to avoid 
clash of  interest.

“The Commandant won-
dered why the initiators of 
the said vigilante network 
could not have known that 
white, red and black colours 
are being used by the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, before unveiling the 
same colours to the public.”

Meanwhile, the traditional 
ruler of  Onitsha Kingdom, 
Obi Alfred Achebe, while 
unveiling the security outfit, 
said there was need to keep 
the security of  the city, es-
pecially being a commercial 
hub.

The monarch also unveiled 
branded Toyota Sienna vehi-
cles said to have been donat-
ed by good spirited individ-
uals in the city for the fight 

against insecurity. He urged 
the people of  the zone to 
step up security conscious-
ness so as not to be caught 
unawares by the threatening 
terrorist herders that invaded 
the country and causing in-
security in Nigeria.

Meanwhile, the chairman 
of  Onitsha-North local 
government area, Patrick 
Aghadinuno Mba has dis-

missed as empty, allegations 
of  Onitsha Community Vig-
ilante duplicating the official 
vehicle colours of  the Nige-
ria Security and Civil De-
fence Corps (NSCDC).

Mba, who was reacting to 
directives from the NSCDC, 
Anambra command to re-
paint their vehicles, main-
tained that the commandant 
was wrong to have leveled 

such allegations. He said 
there was no resemblance 
or colour crisis, whatsoever, 
explaining that the vehicle 
colours of  the community 
vigilante service were red, 
white and yellow respective-
ly while those of  the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps were only red and 
white.

Anambra govt orders clampdown on
criminals, touts, tainted glass vehicles 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka

A
nambra State 
Governor Wil-
lie Obiano has 

ordered clampdown on 
criminals, touts and use 
of  vehicles with tinted 
glasses as part of  meas-
ures to curtail rising inse-
curity in the state.
Obiano, in a statement 

in Awka, on Monday, 
also directed security 
agents to clamp down on 
cultists and their activi-
ties. “Security agencies 

are, hereby, directed to 
arrest anybody hanging 
on the road with sticks 
and molesting innocent 
citizens and drivers,” 
Obiano said.
He observed that, with-

in the past week, the state 
witnessed targeted at-
tacks on security person-
nel and facilities in the 
state by hoodlums. “So 
far, police and navy per-
sonnel on official duties 
at strategic checkpoints 
in various locations in 
the state were sporad-
ically attacked, killed 
and their firearms taken 

away. Also, prison and 
police personnel convey-
ing an inmate to court 
were equally attacked 
and killed.
“Anambra state govern-

ment categorically con-
demned these attacks on 
our security personnel 
and is doing everything 
possible to apprehend 
the perpetrators and 
bring them to justice.
“I have, therefore, di-

rected all security agen-
cies in the state, vigilance 
services, all task forces 
and every structure in the 
state security infrastruc-

ture to rise in defence of  
our dear state. I hereby 
raise the security alert in 
the state and I commit to 
restoring order and se-
curity immediately,” he 
said.
Obiano said that secu-

rity agencies would be 
conducting special op-
erations aimed at neu-
tralizing the emerging 
threats to the safety of  
the people of  the state. 
“All kinds of  touting 
in the state in whatever 
guise, especially in Onit-
sha, will no longer be tol-
erated,” he said.

Board were directed to hand-
over all government property 
in their possessions to the 
Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment and Coordinating 
Commissioner before the 
close of  work on last Tues-
day.

The statement reads, “His 
Excellency, the Governor of 
Ebonyi State, Engr. Dr. Da-
vid Nweze Umahi, has ap-
proved the suspension of  the 
Secondary Education Board 
(SEB), Ebonyi State with im-
mediate effect.

“The suspension is as a re-
sult of  the fraudulent practic-
es discovered in the admin-
istration and management 
of  the Board, where dead 
persons, who have resigned 
and those that have secured 
employments in other places, 
are still in the payroll of  the 
Board and to the full knowl-
edge of  some members of 
the Board.

Enugu non-teaching staff 
protest exclusion from FG’s 
special salary scale

Igwe Alfred Achebe, Obi of Onitsha during the launching of the Ado N’ Idu Security vehicles 
in Onitsha.

The state chairperson of  
the group, Chika Anuka, 
told the permanent secre-
tary that the protest was as a 
result of  an alleged discrim-
ination being meted to their 
members.

Anuka said the federal 
government had during the 
2020 World Teachers’ Day 
celebration announced im-
proved conditions of  ser-
vice and other incentives for 
teachers in public basic and 
secondary schools.

He mentioned that the 
incentives to include ex-
tension of  their retirement 
age to 65 years, increase of  
years of  service to 40 years 
from the current 35 years, as 
well as a special salary scale 
and enhanced allowances.

He appealed to the perma-
nent secretary to take their 
grievances to the state gov-
ernor, adding that members 
of  the association needed 
to be treated equally as the 
teachers.
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From right: Deputy Gov. Sir Ude Oko Chukwu, (m) Information Commissioner, John Okiyi-Kalu (l) 
and the Ohafia LGA Chairman when they visited the area where gunmen shut three police officers 
in Abiriba, Ohafia Local Government Area of Abia State.

Chapel of Faith Bible 
Assembly charges youths 
on good morals
From Karen James,
Nnewi

I
t was a glorious Sunday 
at Chapel of  Faith Bible 
Assembly Int’l Nkwelle 

Ezunaka as Youths execu-
tives were elected to differ-
ent posts by the youth wing 
of  the church to oversee 
the affairs of  the youths for 
the next three years, with 
a charge to embibe good 
morals.

The election was con-
ducted under the divine 
supervision of  the General 
Overseer, Bishop Emeka 
Nwankpa and his electoral 
college observers. The out-
come of  the election pro-
duced men and women of  
valor, intellectuals, profes-
sionals, academicians, cor-
porate managers, business 
managers, pastors among 
others. The elected youth 
executives were, Mr.Nnam-
di Eziamaka (President), 
Dr. Ogechi Uzoma (Vice 
president), Akachukwu 
Chioma (Secretary), Orji 
Chinenye (Asst. Secre-
tary), Toniazita Ekwen-
ze (Fin. Secretary), Mr. 
Asierika Chika(Treasur-
er), Odeliakaren James (P 
R.O), Chigozie Uzoewulu 
(Provost), Nwankpa Am-
aka (Provost 2), Ukwandi 
Prisca (Welfare Officer), 
Ndubuisi Offia (Welfare 
Officer 2), Anita Elochuk-
wu (Organizing Sec), Nna-
ji Chisom (Organizing Sec 
2), Pst. Nicholas Ogbonnia 
(prayer                  Co-or -
dinator), Pst. Edith Ezeh 

(Prayer Coordinator 2), 
Pst. Francis Duru (Youth 
Pastor), Pst. Chinyere 
Agharagwo (Youth pastor 
2), Ikenna Okafor (Ex-Of-
ficial ), John Edemba (Ex- 
Official), Ikokwu Chibuzor 
(Ex-Official), Mmesoma 
Nwankpa (Daughter of  
Zion).

In his acceptance speech, 
the newly elected youth 
president Mr. Nnamdi 
Eziamaka thanked the pre-
siding high priest of  Jeho-
vah, His Lordship. Bishop 
Emeka Nwankpa and his 
electoral college organizers 
for a transparent election 
worthy of  emulation by all. 
He pledged an all inclusive 
government under his lead-
ership, by carrying every 
one along in policy and de-
cision making for a better 
youth wing that will posi-
tion the church for greater 
heights in the affairs of  the 
youths.

He congratulated his elect-
ed executives and called for 
better understanding and 
coordination as team mem-
bers that have to work co-
herently and persistently to 
achieve positive results. 

Bishop Emeka Nwankpa 
thanked the newly elected 
youth executives for their 
love to work for God and 
humanity. He tasked them 
to be good ambassadors of  
Christ by championing the 
promotion of  peaceful co-
hesion among the teeming 
youths in the church and 
wherever they found them-
selves in the society.

By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he chairman, Chris-
tian Association of  
Nigeria (CAN), Imo 

State chapter, Rev. Eches 
Divine Eches has advised 
the Minister of  State for 
Education, Hon. Chukwue-
meka Nwajiuba to learn 
how to carry people at the 
grassroots along and use his 
position to impact the lives 
of  his people positively if  
he intends to succeed in his 
future political endeavour.

The CAN chairman who 
hails from Umuduru, Isiala 
Mbano, made this assertion 
in his office, Tuesday while 
interacting with members 
of  Mbano Journalists As-
sociation who paid him a 
courtesy visit.

He berated the high lev-
el of  hatred and divisive-
ness among politicians of  
Mbano extraction. Accord-

Nwajiuba must come down to
grassroots - Imo CAN chairman

ing to Eches, who has held 
several positions in the 
Christian Association of  
Nigeria, most leaders of  
Mbano in prominent posi-
tion do not use their posi-
tion to help their people.

He narrated his negative 
experience in the hands of  
the Minister for State, Edu-
cation, Hon. Chukwueme-
ka Nwajiuba and former 
Speaker, Imo State House 
of  Assembly, Chiji Col-
lins, who he said ignored 
and avoided him when he 
tried to reach them to chart 
a progressive course for 
the Mbano nation. Eches 
wondered what the lowly 
placed individuals from 
the area will go through in 
the hands of  such leaders, 
if  they could ignore and 
avoid him even at his posi-
tion.

He observed that the area 
parades lots of  notable pol-
iticians, but has been held 

down by politics of  divi-
siveness and selfishness.

On the solution to leader-
ship challenges of  the area, 
Rev. Eches said that it is for 
the leaders to come togeth-
er and chart the course of  

development for the area, 
irrespective of  political par-
ty affiliation.

“You cannot stand alone 
and stand forever, but when 
you are surrounded by peo-
ple whom you have em-

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

All has not been heard of 
last week’s discovery 

of  a shrine inside a bush at 
Amaekpu Ohafia, Ohafia 
LGA of  Abia State.

Some youths on a hunting 
expedition reportedly dis-
covered a tree inside a forest 
at Amaekpu, where various 
private belongings of  people 
were nailed to the tree, by 
two alleged native doctors, 
Mr. Udensi Ikah, and another 
unnamed native doctor from 
Amaekpu Ohafia.

This development which 
was confirmed by a youth 
leader, Kalu Mba Kalu caused 
ripples in the Amaekpu com-
munity, entire Ohafia area 
and even adjourning villages 

Discovered evil shrine: Natives recover own 
photographs, rush to churches for deliverance

and beyond as they thronged 
the scene of  the discovery to 
know if  their missing items 
were among those nailed to 
the tree.

A community source in 
Ohafia confirmed the discov-
ery to News Echo but pleaded 
not to be named. He revealed 
that the items found in the 
shrine included pictures of 
people, braziers, doll babies, 
shoes, slippers, tied parcels, 
female gowns among others. 
Also discovered was a list 
containing people’s names 

The Amaekpu Ohafia 
source equally added that 
“most of  those whose photos 
were identified, have rushed 
into the bush to retrieve their 
pictures and even many of 
them have gone to some 
churches and other ministries 

to deliver them from every 
evil spell associated with the 
shine “

He also disclosed that some 
items whose owners were 
yet to identify, were still on 
the tree, even as youths of 
Amaekpu had concluded 
plans to cut down the ‘evil 
tree’ as well as seize the forest 
from the alleged native doc-
tors, until further notice.

It will be recalled that in 
mid 2020, an alleged satanic 
temple belonging to a con-
troversial native doctor, Mr. 
Udo Ifekwe, was discovered 
and pulled down by youths of 
Ebem Ohafia. The founder, 
Ifekwe Udo was alleged to be 
a proponent of  Church of  Sa-
tan, among other allegations. 
He was after the incident, 
banished from Ohafia land by 
elders and youths of  the clan.

powered, when the storms 
start coming, they will be 
multiple pillars to support 
you.

“I have seen people com-
ing together, like Orlu Zu-
rumee, Ezuruezu Mbaise, 

Ideato nation, among oth-
ers and their coming to-
gether always end up pro-
ducing a success story, that 
even when they have disa-
greements, it is always easy 
to resolve”.

By kenna Orioha 

G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma, has 
been reminded of  

the need to appoint some 
persons who worked and 
supported him during and 
after the 2019 poll espe-
cially those who stood by 
him during court process-
es.

Uzodimma has also 
been advised to emulate 
former governors of  the 
state who extended their 
appointments to all the 
court Areas of  Ngor-Ok-
pala who contributed im-
mensely to the success of  
their administrations.

Prince Macdonald Enw-
ere, Media Aide to the for-
mer Secretary to Imo State 
Government, Hon. Uche 
Onyeaguocha, in his state-
ment on “Appointment on 
Ngor-Okpala: who is ad-
vising Uzodimma”, made 
available to newsmen in 
Owerri, on Monday, told 
Uzodimma to look inward 
as to reward his Ngor-Ok-
pala loyalists who threw 
their wait on him during 
the election and court 
processes, regretting that 
few who have been in gov-
ernment and those who 
never worked for him nor 
spent money were given 
appointment at the detri-
ment of  core loyalists.

Stating that Ngor-Ok-
pala has intelligent and 

Uzodimma should consider
Ngor-Okpala on appointment - Enwere

development oriented per-
sons who have made posi-
tive marks to the develop-
ment of  Ngor-Okpala and 
Imo State at large. Enwere 
reflected that the “central 
truth remains that  the 
history of  good govern-
ance in the state will not 
be complete without ref-
erence to the salient roles 
of  Ngor -Okpala sons and 
daughters who served in 
different administrations 
in the state in the past as 
political office holders”.

According to him, “the 

success story is that over 
the years, political ap-
pointments in Ngor- Ok-
pala have enjoyed a re-
flective spread in Ngor 
Okpala political geometry. 
Obviously, Ngor-Okpala is 
a large local government 
area with five court are-
as as Igba, Obike, Okwe, 
Onyeaghalanwanneya and  
Mbaishii. 

He stressed that Achike 
Udenwa, Ohakim and Ro-
chas Okorocha regimes 
saw a reflective spread in 
political appointments and 

wondered why Uzodim-
ma’s would be different 
with lopsided appoint-
ment. 

He said Uzodimma 
needs to be properly ad-
vised on the infractions in 
his political appointment 
in Ngor-Okpala, saying if  
this anomaly is not cor-
rected soon, the political 
consequences will be co-
lossal and may be too late 
to correct, warning that “a 
stitch in time saves nine. 
Ngor Okpala deserves the 
best”.
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elta State Government Dhas reassured the work 
force that it  would 

continue to be fair, just and 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e  t o w a r d s 
members of  the organised labour 
and affiliates in the state.

Chief  of  Staff, Government 
House, Olorogun David Edevbie 

he Tertiary Education TTrust Fund, TETFund, 
has warned beneficiary 

ter t iar y inst i tut ions not  to 
truncate the funds' efforts at 
delivering services in line with its 
mandate.

The fund says its desire to 
a c h i e ve  r e s u l t s ,  c o u l d  b e 
jeopardized if  institutions render 
dysfunctional services.

The Executive Secretary of  
the fund, Prof  Suleiman Bogoro, 
has now charged the 226 public 
tertiary institutions enjoying 
interventions to ensure efficient 

h e  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r TUniversity of  Calabar, 
Prof. Florence Obi has 

revealed that 22 graduands of  the 
institution bagged first-class 
honours in their various fields of  
study out of  the 4,955 graduands 
convocating on March 27, 2021. 

Prof  Obi made the revelation 
while  brief ing newsmen on 
Tuesday on the activities of  the 
Institution's 34th Convocation 
ceremony billed for March 27 at 
the Abraham Ordia Stadium in the 
University of  Calabar. She further 
revealed that the University would 
be conferring Honorary Doctorate 
degrees of  Business Management 
o n  p r o m i n e n t  N i g e r i a n 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  w h o  h a v e 
distinguished themselves in their 
different field of  endeavour as well 
as their meaningful contribution 
t o w a r d s  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d 
development of  the nation's 
economy. Speaking further, Prof. 
Obi disclosed that the Minister for 
Transportation, Rotimi Amaechi 
w o u l d  b e  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
Convocation lecture with the 
theme:” The National Questions 
& the Challenges of  Nationhood 
in Nigeria” on Friday, March, 26. 
Her words:  “There are two 
Nigerian industrialists who have 
distinguished themselves in their 
field of  endeavour, the CEO of  

Innoson Motors, Chief  Innocent 
Chukwuma and Dr Kamaru 
Yusuf  Ibitoye, they would be 
conferred honorary degrees on 
business management.” They are 
credible men, with high standard 
a n d  i n t e g r i t y,  t h e y  h a v e 
distinguished themselves and they 
have in no small way added value 

them worthy of  the honour 
because they are good examples as 
well as role models for others to 
emulate,” she said. 

While breaking down the 

numbers of  the graduands, she 

said that 22 students had First 

Class, 1,073 had Second Class 

he Commissioner for TBasic Education, Prof. 
Kate Omenugha has 

urged Prof. UCC Nwogwugwu to 
leave a legacy that will speak for 
him at the end of  his tenure.

Omenugha said this while 
welcoming  the  new Dean, 
Faculty of  Social Sciences, 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
( N A U ) ,  A w k a ,  P r o f . 
Nwogwugwu to her office at the 
Jerome Udoji Secretariat, Awka. 
Omenugha, expressed her joy that 
the newly elected Dean was from 
t h e  M a s s  C o m mu n i c a t i o n 
Department.

“I commend the faculty for 
choosing Prof  Nwogwugwu, a 

capable hand to drive the faculty 
to greater heights. You will 
continue to enjoy the support and 
s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y 
throughout your tenure in office. 
Just have clear visions of  what 
you hope to achieve and carry 
others along.''

The Dean, Prof. Nwogwugwu 
thanked the commissioner for 
receiving him, stressing “it shows 
you are still one of  us in spite of  
your cur rent  posi t ion as  a 
commissioner in the state''. He 
commended the commissioner 
for her continued support to the 
institution, urging the Ministry to 
support him in carrying out his 
duties in office. He pledged to give 
h i s  b e s t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
discharging his duties.

to the economy of  our country. 
“ T h e s e  t w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Nigerian industrialists/ business 
moguls have also employed 
hundreds of  Nigerians in their 
f ac i l i t i e s  and  have  g rea t ly 
contributed in promoting and 
supporting local content for the 
advancement of  the country's 
economy. “It is in view of  their 
sterling contributions that the 
University Management found 

Upper, while 2,763 had Second 

Class Lower and 26 had Pass 

degrees. Others that the University 

would graduate are 127 Ordinary 

Diploma, 154 Post Graduate 

Diploma Students, 187 Masters 

Degree students and 56 P.HD.

service delivery and allow the 
Nigerian tertiary education sector 
to compete favourably with the 
best in the world.

Prof  Bogoro gave the charge 
in Abuja at a workshop organised 
by the fund for officers and 
directors of  quality assurance of  
its 226 beneficiary institutions 
with the theme: “building skills 
for effective service delivery.”

The TETFund boss noted 
that the workshop being the first 
of  its kind was organised to 
engender synergy between the 
agency and i t s  benef ic iar y 
institutions.

“The hallmark of  the fund is 

b u i l t  o n  t h e  b e d r o c k  o f  
effectiveness and efficiency. This 
is because of  the anticipated 
impact we seek to achieve in all 
our beneficiary institutions,” he 
said.

Represented by the Director, 
Office of  the Executive Secretary, 
TETFund, Arc. Uchendu Wogu, 
Bogoro said the training would 
equip participants with skill-
oriented ideas in the face of  global 
competitiveness.

He emphasized that the areas 
of  interest in the training include 
“Quality assurance methods and 
enforcement in infrastructure and 
content abased interventions in 
the beneficiary institutions,” as 
well as “strategic planning, 
corporate objectives and call 
analysis; effective communication 
and efficient service delivery in 
the era of  ICT,” among others.

stated this on Monday in Asaba 
w h e n  m e m b e r s  o f  N o n -
Academic  Staf f  Union of  
Educational and Associated 
Institutions, Delta State Council, 
staged a peaceful protest to 
Government House over some 
federal government educational 
policies.

Olorogun Edevbie,  who 
received the protesters on behalf  
of  Governor Ifeanyi Okowa, 

thanked them for their peaceful 
conduct and assured them that 
their demands would be taken to 
the appropriate quarters for 
prompt action.

He harped on the need for 
labour leaders to always see 
dialogue as a veritable tool to 
address every agitation, stressing 
that no meaningful development 
could be achieved in a chaotic 
environment.

Earlier, the State Chairman of  
the union, Comrade Chris 
Akpede said that the protest was 
t o  d r aw  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
gover nment  to  the widely 
publicized far-reaching policy 
statement made by the federal 
government in favour of  teachers 
in the country.

Comrade Akpede disclosed 
that the far-reaching policy 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  P r e s i d e n t 
Mohammadu Buhari during the 
2020 World Teachers Day that 
harmonized retirement age for 
teachers in Nigeria including 
other packages in form of  
allowances was discriminatory 
in nature as members of  NASU 
were not considered for such 
benefits.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  t h e 
fundamental objective and 
directive principle of  state 
policies of  the federal republic of  
Nigeria (1999 constitution as 
amended), states among other 
educa t iona l  ob jec t ives  o f  
Nigeria, that the government 
shall direct its policy towards 
ensuring that there are equal and 
a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n 
opportunities at all levels.

"We believe that the president's 
policy statement which was 
made in favour of  teachers and 
the Federal Executive Council 
approval are genuine acts of  an 
employer aimed at motivating 
employees towards increased 
productivity with a view to giving 
quality education to our children 
as envisaged in the constitution.

Labour reassured of enhanced welfare packages
… As NASU protests alleged discriminatory policy

From Olise Nwagbogwu, 
Asaba

Do not truncate our efforts
– TETFund boss warns tertiary
institutions

34th Convocation:
UNICAL to honour
Innoson, Ibitoye,
as 22 bag first class

Senate Committee on tertiary institutions and TETFUND on Monday during a two-day public 
hearing on bills to establish universities in Nigeria.

Education commissioner
charges dean, faculty of
social sciences on legacy
From Karen James,
Nnewi
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a ,  c o u l d  y o u  Mbrief ly  tel l  us  
a b o u t  y o u r  

organisation?

Bina Foundation is set up to 
empower and rehabilitate 
people with different types of  
disabilities, the blind, the deaf, 
and the physically and 
mentally challenged. In Bina 
Foundation, we are faced with 
the responsibility of  saving 
lives of  these children with 
s p e c i a l  n e e d s  t h r o u g h  
education, financial support, 
and sporting activities, as well 
as social and economic 
training.

What activities do Bina 
Foundation has for these 
children with special needs?

We recently entered into Para 
s p o r t s  f o r  e c o n o m i c  
empowerment, so as to make 
them have some sense of  
belonging and self  reliance. 
We also developed blind 
football for men and women. 
Bina Foundation, currently, is 
the only nongovernmental 
organization that has blind 
football for these children with 
special needs across the 
country. The foundation, also, 
a week ago, trained physically 
challenged persons in power 
lighting. They represented 
Enugu state and we got the 
highest number of  medals 
from the south eastern zonal 
championship that was held 
recently.

Could you throw more light 
on the empowerment of these 
individuals in the areas of 
s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
development?

We give them an all round 
rehabilitation. We have a legal 
unit that holds every week. In 
the unit, we educate them on 
what their rights are and how 
to form association to present 
their cases to the government. 
Where necessary, we assist, 
but we equally encourage 
them to go through the 
association to channel their 
problems. Again, we support 
them in education; for 

example, here in Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, we have 
up to 20 students from Bina 
Foundation that are physically 
and visually impaired that 
gain admission; and also at the 
Univer s i ty  o f  Niger ia ,  
Nsukka. What we do is to 
prepare them, admit them into 
schools, and teach them how 
to do Braille, so that they can 
use their fingers to read. We 
also teach them on how to use 
computer so that they can sit 
f o r  c o m p u t e r  b a s e d  
examinations in JAMB, and 
generally, encourage them to 
go back to school. The 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
and University of  Nigeria also 
cooperate with us. Once our 
students have the required cut 
of  mark, the universities assist 
them in getting admission 
without any hindrances.

Do you think parents have 
any role to play in the lives of 
disabled children?

Parents have a lot of  roles to 
play because; most parents do 
not want people to know that 
their child is disabled. They 
hide them from people, 
withdraw them from social 
functions, but what we do here 
is that when we notice such 
development, we encourage 
the parents to bring their child 
to us for empowerment. 
Recently, some of  them have 
joined us, because, we have to 
beg their parents to allow them 
go to school, and we are 
succeeding. However, it is very 
important that any parent who 
is faced with such challenges 
should at all times show love, 
c a r e ,  e m p a t h y ,  a n d  
understanding to this child. 
Buy them gifts, take them out 

for vacation, art exhibition 
shows, organise birthdays and 
so forth. 

People are expressing mixed 
feelings over NGOs of this 
n a t u r e .  H ow  i s  B i n a  
Foundation different?

In every twelve, there is a 
Judas. Our foundation do not 
source fund from anybody. We 
use the family fund to run the 
foundation. We have a 
business and the business 
funds the foundation. There is 
no way we can ever use them 
to make money. We don't even 
talk in that direction, because, 
all we want to do is that we 
want the best for any persons 
with disability. Anything that 
is good to them is what we go 
for. We don't use government 
funds; not that we don't need 
any, but so far, we just make do 

with what we have. If  anybody 
is interested in helping us, they 
could help us; but we don't go 
soliciting for funds to be able 
to run the foundation; rather, 
we use our own money. We 
sacrifice what we have to run 
the foundation.

President Buhari signed the 
b i l l  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  
disabilities. Do you think it's 
a step in the right direction?

Definitely, it's a step in the 
right direction. For instance, 
every public building should 
have a wheel chair access; at 
least, half  of  stair cases should 
be smooth for wheel chair 
patients to access; because, the 
physically challenged has a lot 
of  problems going to higher 
i n s t i t u t i o n s,  w h e n  t h e  
classrooms are in third floor. 
They find it difficult going to 
class. So, the law is good. 
What we have to do is that the 
government has to enforce it, 
especially in public buildings.

What advice do you have for 
the society as  regards 
stigmatization of  these 
special children?

My advice is that people 
should understand that their 
child being challenged is not 
their making, but how their 
creator wants them to be. 
Somebody may be physically 
ok today, but he may wake up 
the next day and find himself  
on the wheel chair. One may 
wake up tomorrow and 
become disabled, that's why 
one has to accept disabled 
persons and assist them. 
Again, we employ some of  
these disadvantaged persons 
after empowering them with 
skills. This is to show people 
that though they could be 
disabled, yet, they can still 
contribute their quota to the 
society. We encourage our 
friends and colleagues and 
other members of  the society 
to also give them employment. 
We are happy that Anambra, 
Enugu and Ebonyi states have 
started employing people with 
disabilities. There is also the 
need to emphasize that these 
people are trained and have 
the brain for innovation.

Parents have a big role to 
play in the life of a physically 
challenged child – Atuegwu

ady Ifeoma Atuegwu is the president and founder of  Bina Foundation, a non governmental organisation that caters for children with Lspecial needs. In this interview with Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Atuegwu discusses what it takes for parents to care for their special 
disadvantaged ( physically challenged) children and the roles Bina foundation is playing to add value to the lives of  the physically 

challenged.

AtuegwuAtuegwuAtuegwu
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Leave our son alone, Umunoha tells Mbieri 
traditional ruler

By Ikenna Orioha

M
inister of  Labour 
and Employ-
ment, Senator 

Chris Ngige, has said that 
the Labor Institutions Bill 
submitted in 2013 will 
soon be enacted into law 
by the National Assembly.

Ngige, in his inaugural 
address at the meeting of 
the National Labor Ad-
visory Council (NLAC), 
held at Concord Hotel, 
Owerri, on Tuesday, add-
ed that the Ministry of  La-
bor and Employment, “in 
the spirit of  tripartism, has 
ensured and maintained a 
sound tripartite relation-
ship with the social part-
ners”.

The Minister explained 

that the bill when passed 
into law would enhance 
and reposition the coun-
cil to function effectively 
while meeting responsibil-
ities and welfare of  union 
members.

He stated that if  the func-
tions and responsibilities 
of  the Council are well ex-
ecuted, there will be better 
result in industrial relations 
practice which he said was 
key to national growth and 
development.

Ngige remarked that dur-
ing the negotiation for the 
National Minimum Wage 
in 2017 and 2018, the tri-
partite and composition of 
the government, employers 
and employees were used, 
informing that government 
is determined to “stem-

Anambra govt flags off 
programme to curb crime
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

In fulfillment of  one 
youth, one skill initiative 

by Governor Willie Obiano 
of  Anambra State, about 
200 youths have been se-
lected to be trained and em-
powered with equipment of  
their various skills.

News Echo gathered that 
the youths who were drawn 
from the three senatorial 
districts of  the state would 
be trained on cosmetology, 
concessionary, tiling, shoes 
making, among others.

Declaring the training 
open at the premises of  the 
State Ministry of  Youth 
Empowerment and Crea-
tive Economy, on Tuesday, 
the Ministry Commission-
er, Professor Theresa Nke-
chi Obiekezie, said the in-
tervention was in line with 
Governor Willie Obiano’s 
promise to empower thou-
sands youths every year in 
the state, noting that the 

By Jennifer John

T
he Umunoha El-
ders Forum has 
told some group of 

Mbieri Traditional rulers 
who called themselves the 
Supreme Council of  Mbie-
ri  to stop the media attacks 
on their illustrious son and 
popular radio broadcaster, 

Mazi Chinonso Uba also 
known as Nonsonkwa.

The forum rising from an 
emergency meeting held 
at Orieamaigwe Umuno-
ha on Sunday warned the 
so called traditional rulers 
and their sponsors to stay 
away from their son who is 
doing so well in his job as 
the voice of  the voiceless.

 The leader of  the group, 
Elder Ukachukwu Nnadi 
said that it’s not in doubt 
that the current acceptance 
fee of  forty thousand naira 
being imposed on prospec-
tive students of  the Fed-
eral Polytechnic Nekede 
and which has been in the 
news for almost a month 
now and wondered why 
the said Traditional rulers 
from Mbieri should pick 
on Nonsonkwa for relaying 
the news during his news-
paper review. 

The Elders described the 
attacks on Nonsonkwa as 
politically motivated and 
cautioned those behind 
this clanish propaganda to 
repent, noting that apart 
from Nonsonkwa no other 
radio broadcaster has the 
gut to expose the evil in our 
society.

 Umunoha elders called 
on the good people of  Mb-
ieri nation to caution the 
traditional rulers whose 
recent actions have de-
meaned the worth of  their 

Anambra calls for private partnership 
in rebuilding culture, tourism
From  Karen James,
Nnewi

A
nambra State 
G o v e r n m e n t 
has called on 

private individuals and 
companies to engage in 
robust partnership so as 
to transform the tourism 
sector.
Speaking, the Commis-

sioner for Diaspora Af-
fairs, Culture and Tour-
ism, Dr. Ken Anierobi 
noted that the state gov-
ernment’s plan to har-
ness the tourism facili-

ties in the state is in the 
pipeline.
Anierobi said that the 

state had created an en-
abling environment that 
had been attracting in-
vestment in-flows into all 
sectors of  the economy, 
adding that it has project-
ed the tourist facilities 
in the global map. We 
want to maximize the 
contributions of  Anam-
bra citizens in diaspora 
in promoting the vision 
of  Gov. Willie Obiano, 
geared toward making 
the state first choice in-
vestment destination and 

most preferred location 
to site new industries. 
He also said we have 
existing tourist sites that 
are not in use such that 
have not achieved their 
full potential. We will go 
into private partnership 
arrangement that will 
boost economic values 
for the facilities.
In terms of  culture, we 

have a lot of  cultural ac-
tivities including festivals 
that we will upgrade and 
infuse modern ways its 
management, by bring-
ing in sponsorship to aid 
its world-class standards.

The hospital industry 
is the most affected sec-
tor of  the economy dur-
ing the COVID-19 lock-
downs. We will tap into 
the palliative measures 
that the Federal Govern-
ment put in place to ena-
ble them flourish.
In promoting our cul-

ture, community involve-
ment is fundamental be-
cause cultural activities 
belong to the people. 
They need support to re-
structure and boost their 
event. So we will acquire 
quality costumes for 
such festivals.

fourth Batch of  One Youth, 
One Skill training has two 
hundred youths for the 
training.

Obiekezie, noted that the 
training was aimed at effi-
ciently engaging and fur-
nishing the youths with 
skills and intellects that will 
improve their quality of  liv-
ing, give them access to re-
sources, change their values 
and automatically get them 
self  employed.

The Commissioner, 
named the training centers 
to include; Youth Centre 
Abba (Anambra Central), 
Aguata LGA Headquar-
ters (Anambra South) and 
Aguleri Civil Centre (An-
ambra North). She said the 
programme will help reduce 
crime in the society and also 
promote economic growth 
of  the state.

“This particular training 
has 200 youths enrolled into 
different trade skills, at the 
end of  which they will be 
examined and be certified.

Labor institutions bill will soon 
become law - Ngige

Members of the Non-Academic Staff Union (NASU) during their protest in Anambra State over 
the non-inclusion of teaching staff in primary and post primary schools in the harmonized re-
tirement age for teachers in Nigeria bill.

ming the current global 
effects of  global financial 
and economic crisis on 
employment by strength-
ening machinery of  tripar-
tism and social dialogue”, 

in accordance with global 
practice.

He charged the Council 
Members to see the “na-
tional assignment as their 
personal contribution to 

nation building”, as well 
as work hard to realize the 
mandate of  the Council. 
The inaugural meeting of 
the National Labor Advi-
sory Council organized by 

the Ministry of  Labor and 
Employment was a three- 
day event which saw par-
ticipants from across the 
country.

people in the eyes of  Imo-
lites, reiterating the resolve 
of  Umunoha people both 
at home and abroad to 
stand behind Nonsonkwa 
their son who is a gift to 
Imo state and Igbo land in 
general.

The group however called 
upon the entire Mbieri na-
tion not to allow a group of 
sponsored traditional rul-
ers to ridicule them while 
asking them to call their 
son Arimanwa to order on 
the way he runs the Federal 
Polytechnic Nekede espe-
cially on issues of  fees paid 
in that school as the school 
under his administration 
has recorded astronomical 
increase in both acceptance 
and school fees, while other 
Federal Polytechnics in Ni-
geria especially in the south 
east pay lower fees; for in-
stance Federal Polytechnic 
Oko in Anambra state and 
Federal Polytechnic Unwa-
na Afikpo pay fifteen thou-
sand naira as acceptance 
fee and Nekede is paying 
forty thousand naira.
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British giant McLaren Racing 
of  F1 on Tuesday announced 
that it has signed a long-term 

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  1 3 - ye a r - o l d 
Nigerian, Ugo Ugochukwu, the 
promising young driver born in the 
USA, who was recently crowned 
FIA European karting champion.

Ugochukwu's father is an Italian 
fashion mogul, Luca Orlandi while 
his mother is Oluchi Onweagba, a 
super model.

The mother, who was the first 
winner of  the 1st MNET Face Of  
Africa contest & Super Model, 
announced the agreement on her 
Instagram handle, thanking God 
for watching over him

The young vibrant racer has in his 
cabinet series of  trophies, including:

1. 2014 MR U.S Champion
2. 2015 FWT MM Champion
3. 2017 International Open M 

X30 Champion
4. 2017 All S M X30 Champion

o r m e r  C h e l s e a Fmidf i e lde r,  John 
M i k e l  O b i ,  h a s 

insisted he does not need to 
apologize to ex-Premier 
L e a g u e  r e f e r e e,  M a r k 
Clattenburg, over a racism 
row that happened in 2012.

During the Blues' 3-2 
defeat to Manchester United 
at Stamford Bridge, Mikel 
Obi's teammate at the time, 
Ramires, claimed he heard a 
racist slur aimed at the 
Nigerian from Clattenburg.

Ramires claimed he 
heard Clattenburg say “shut 
up you monkey”.

The allegations saw 
Cla t tenburg  miss  four 
we e k e n d s  o f  P r e m i e r 
League fixtures, before he 
was cleared by the Football 
Association.

The police also dropped 
their own inquiry.

However, Mikel Obi 
said: “In the heat of  the 
game, players go through 
emotions.

“Your colleague said 
they heard something, but 

they may not have heard 
right. Did he say it or not? I 
didn't know.

“But if  your colleague 
comes up to you, of  course, 
you're going to trust what 
they say, someone you see 
and speak to every day.

“So I can't apologize for 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m y 
c o l l e a g u e  s a i d  h e 
(Clattenburg) did.”

o s t s  E d o  w i l l Hregister 689 athletes 
and 236 officials for 

the 20th National Sports 
Festival, which holds in 
Benin City, the state capital, 
from April 2 to 14, according 

to reports. 
Addressing journalists 

at the Government House 
on Monday, Edo State 
Deputy Governor, Philip 
Shaibu, who doubles as the 
C h a i r m a n ,  L o c a l 
Organising Committee of  
t h e  f e s t iva l ,  s a i d  t h e 
reduction of  athletes and 
officials, as well as the 
scrapping of  the opening 
and closing ceremonies 
would not deprive the event 
of  its glamour. 

He assured that the 
state would organise a 
bef i t t ing fes t ival  with 
wor ld -c las s  fac i l i t i e s, 
inc lud ing  the  Samuel 
O g b e mu d i a  S t a d i u m , 
which boasts the latest 
track, same type that would 
be used at the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic Games. 

The Deputy Governor 
also urged the Federal 

Ministry of  Youth and 
Sports to release funds 
meant for the event in good 
time to help finalise it's 
preparations for the event. 

He said, “I can assure 
you that  Edo State  is 
prepared. Our track is of  the 
latest technology, the same 
that would be used in 
Tokyo. Though the opening 
and closing ceremonies will 
not hold, I can assure you 

that the competition will be 
one of  the best organised. 

“Our athletes have been 
i nvo l ve d  i n  s e r i e s  o f  
trainings and games to keep 
them fit and I can assure 
you that we are hosting to 
win. I will also call on the 
Federal Ministry of  Youth 
and Spor ts  to  re lease 
needed funds in record 
time.” 

4 .  2 0 1 8  C O TA  Ju n i o r 
champion

5. 2020 FIA OKJ European 
champion

F1 Veteran, 
L e w i s 
Hamilto
n  h a s 
b e e n 
c l

a
m

ouring for more black drivers in 
Formula One

Five things you don't know 
about Ugochukwu, 13-year-
old McLaren signee

Nigerians have continued to 
make their marks globally in all 
spheres  o f  l i f e.  Another 
Nigerian who has put the 
country on the world map is 13-
year-old Ugo Ugochukwu, who 
has been signed by British 
r a c i n g  g i a n t ,  M c L a r e n .
Here are five interesting facts 
you don't know about the rising 
star. 

Ugo Ugochuwu was born 
on April 23, 2007, in New York. 
He started racing his karting 
career six years later in 2013. 

He is the son of  
N i g e r i a n 

supermodel , 
O l u c h i 

Oweagb
a 

O r l
a

ndi, who won the 1998 Face of  
Africa contest. 

The teenager clinched his 
first win at the 2015 Florida 
Winter Tour, emerging first at 
the competition. 

On November 1, 2020, 
Ugochuwu won the OK Junior 
European Championship and 
was crowned the European 
Federation Internationale de 
l'Automobile Champion. The 
young motorsports driver won 
last year's FIA OK Junior 
European championship and 
has graduated to the senior class 
this season. 

Ugo Ugochukwu is one of  
the youngest drivers to be signed 
t o  t h e  h i g h l y  e x c l u s i v e 
McLauren Young Drivers 
Programme since its inception. 
When asked why numbers are 
so few, McLauren Racing CEO, 
Zak Brown, said it was due to 
the  t eam' s  ve r y  ta rge ted 
approach and a stable F1 line-
up. The Formula 1 team said the 
agreement gives them an option 
to sign Ugochukwu to a race 

deal  in  the  future.  The 
programme was also the 
founda t ion  fo r  Lewis 
Hamilton, a seven-time 
winner of  the Formula 1 

Championship, who was also 
signed at 13. 

SPORTS
McLaren Racing signs
Nigerian-born
American,
Ugochwukwu

Mikel Obi refuses
to apologize to
ex-EPL referee,
Mark Clattenburg
over racism row

A
t let ico Madrid 
s t r i k e r ,  L u i s 
S u a r e z ,  h a s 

n a m e d  t h e  t o u g h e s t 
opponent he has ever 
faced.

According to Suarez, 
Chelsea defender, Thiago 
Si lva,  is  the toughest 
defender he has come up 
against in his illustrious 
career.

The 34-year-old joined 
A t l e t i c o  M a d r i d  l a s t 
summer after six years with 
Barcelona, where he won 
thirteen honours at Camp 
Nou.

The Uruguayan 
forward has also 
p l a y e d  f o r 
Liverpool and 
Ajax in the past.

Suarez has 
c o m e  u p 
against the 

Luis Suarez names
toughest player
he ever faced

world's top defenders so 
far, but he has now picked 
S i l va  a s  h i s  h a r d e s t 
opponent, adding that he 
likes the Brazilian.

“A defender that has 
given me trouble and that I 
have faced several times 
was Thiago Silva,” Suarez 

said.
“He is an 

admirab le 
d e f e n d e r 
who I have 

a l w a y s 
liked.”

689 athletes, 236
officials to represent
Edo at NSF

SuarezSuarezSuarez

ClattenburgMikel

Ugochukwu



To t t e n h a m  s t a r 
Gareth Bale has 
admitted his plan 

is to go back to Real 
M a d r i d  f o r  a n o t h e r 
season despite having a 
good spell back on loan at 
Spurs.

T h e  W a l e s 
international struggled for 
playing time towards the 
end of  his Real Madrid 
career, and few would 
have been surprised to see 
h i m  m o v e  o n 
permanently.

I n  t h e  e n d ,  B a l e 
returned to Tottenham for 
the  dura t ion  o f  th i s 
s e a s o n ,  a n d  h e ' s 
performed well after a bit 
of  a slow start in his 
second spell in north 
London.

However, it doesn't 
look like Spurs have 
much hope of  keeping 
B a l e  b e y o n d  t h i s 
c a m p a i g n ,  a s  t h e 
player himself  has 
spoken honestly about 
his plans to return to 
Madrid for another 
year, which might be a 
bit unexpected given 
how much he's seemed 
on the periphery there 
for the last few years.

When asked for an 
update on his future 
whilst on international 
duty, Bale is quoted as 
saying: “It's no distraction 
for me coming into the 
Euros.

“The main reason I 
came to Spurs this year 
w a s ,  o b v i o u s l y  I 
wanted to play football 
first and foremost but 
going into the Euros, 
I wanted to be match 
fit.

“The original 
plan was only to do 
a season at Spurs, 
and then after the 
Euros, I would 
still have a year 
l e f t  a t  R e a l 
Madrid.

“My plan 
is to go back 

and that's 
as far as 

I ' v e 
planne
d  t o 

be honest.”
Some Tottenham fans 

w i l l  s u r e l y  b e 
disappointed with this 

iger ia ' s  Super 

NEagles 22-man 
squad for this 

m o n t h ' s  A F C O N 
qualifiers is now complete 
following the arrival of  
Vic to r  Os imhen  and 
Samuel Chukwueze to 
their training camp in 
Lagos.

Osimhen's availability 
was in serious doubt after 
he cropped a shoulder 
injury on Super Eagles 
duty in November with 
Napoli officials faulting 
E a g l e s  d o c t o r s  f o r 
worsening the injury.

An injury that kept 
the former Golden Eaglets 
forward on the sidelines 
for 93 days.

On the other hand, 
Chukwueze was also 
another doubt for the 
AFCON qualifiers against 
Benin and Lesotho after 
Spanish clubs refused 
releasing compatriots 

Kenneth Omeruo and 
Sadiq Umar due to travel 
restrictions occasioned by 
the Covid Pandemic.

In te res t ing ly,  the 
Gernot Rohr tutored-side 
will train in Lagos till 
Thursday, when they 
depart for neighbouring 
Benin Republic.

Nigeria will tackle 

Benin on Saturday before 
they return to Lagos to 
face Lesotho on Tuesday, 
at the Teslim Balogun 
stadium.

A draw from the two 
games will  guarantee 
Nigeria passage to the 
2022 AFCON to be staged 
by Cameroon in January.

news, but in truth it might 
also be good for the club to 
move  on  and  f ind  a 
younger, more long-term 

opt ion  to  g ive  them 
something different in 
attack.

Wednesday, March 24, 2021 Page 19

SPORTS
Gareth Bale reveals his surprise transfer plan

Betting TipsBetting TipsBetting Tips
SURE BETTING TIPS

24/03 (WC) Q Belgium vs Wales 1

24/03 (AFCON) Q Sao Tome and Principe vs Sudan 2

24/03 (AFCON) Q Uganda vs Burkina Faso UNDER 2.5 

24/03 ((WC) Q France vs Ukraine 1

24/03 (WC) Q Malta vs Russia 2

24/03 (WC) Q Portugal vs Azerbaijan 1/1

24/03 (WC) Q Estonia vs Czech Republic 2

25/03WC Q Romania vs North Macedonia1X

25/03 (AFCON) Q South Africa vs Ghana 1X

25/03 (AFCON) Q Kenya vs Egypt X2

25/03 (WC) Q Sweden vs Georgia 1

25/03 (WC) Q Scotland vs Austria X

25/03 (WC) Q Italy vs Northern Ireland 1

25/03 (WC) Q Spain vs Greece 1

25/03 (WC) Q Germany vs Iceland 1

25/03 (WC) Q England vs San Marino OVER 3.5

Lotto numbers for Wednesday and Thursday: 15, 68, 25, 67, 4, 89, 9, 38, 21.

Osimhen, Chukwueze join
Super Eagles squad

Bale

Osimhen, Chukwueze
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ast week, I received a Lcall from the Governor's 
O f f i c e  i n  A w k a , 

A n a m b r a  S t a t e  t h a t  t h e 
condolence letter of  Governor 
Willie Obiano on our father's 
death was ready for collection. 
I decided to send my 18-year-
old nephew to go from Nnewi 
to Awka, a distance of  about 33 
kilometres, to collect the letter. 
It was not the kind of  errands 
he was used to. But he looked 
forward to the trip. 

 I gave him money and 
described to him how he would 
get there by public transport. I 
sent his name to my contact at 
the Governor's Office as the 
person to collect the letter on 
my behalf. By the time I called 
my contact at the office as a 
follow-up to the SMS I sent, she 
confirmed that he had picked 
up the letter, and added that he 
was “a smart boy.” 

When he brought the letter 
back, he had grown so tall and 
large that it was hard for him to 
pass through the gate! First was 
that he travelled alone to Awka 
and came back. But more 
importantly, he went to the 
office of  the Governor of  
Anambra State! He had hoped 
to catch a glimpse of  the 
governor, but even though he 
didn't, it was still a milestone 
for him. It was something he 
w o u l d  t e l l  h i s  f r i e n d s . 
Whenever a discussion about 
Government House, Awka 
came up, he would say that he 
had visited it on his own. 

Why was this important for 
him? The children of  their 
generation were driven to 
primary school by their parents 
(our generation). Most of  them 
went to boarding school but 
their parents (our generation) 
ensured that they were always 
driven to school and brought 
back during the holidays or 
midterm break. 

Parents living in the city 
ensured that these children 
were driven to church or 
mosque and brought back. We 
never allowed them to go to any 
market to buy anything for 
themselves or the family. We 
took care of  all the processes 
leading to their university 
admission, and drove them to 
the university like babies. We 
visited them in the university 
frequently as if  they were in 
secondary school. If  they 
needed to return home from the 
university, we even went to pick 
them up and take them back 
afterwards. 

Some days before this 
incident, I had sent his younger 
brother to the Nkwo Nnewi 
Market to buy some items for 
me. When I told him that he 
would go to the market to buy 
some items for me and hire a 
vehicle to bring them back, he 
looked at me as if  I was 
speaking Greek. But when he 

crying until darkness fell 
upon them. When they saw 
that I meant business, they 
began to walk home. I hid 
behind a house at the corner 
of  the street and watched 
them. Our house was about 
800 metres away. When I 
noticed that they had turned 
into the next street, I walked 
fast and hid by the wall at the 
corner. Then, I saw them walk 
into our street. I waited for 
some minutes and then saw 
them walk into our house. I 
waited for some minutes 
again before walking home. 

The moment I walked in, 
our first son smiled proudly as 
if  he had just torn a lion to 
shreds with his bare hands. 
The next day when I arrived at 
their school to pick them up, 
he told me not to worry, that 
he would take his brother 
home. I had to use force to 
drag them into the car. 
Indeed, when he was nine and 
in primary six, he walked 
home many times when he 
had extra lessons in school. 

Similarly, the day a family 
friend was in our house, and 
my wife was sending our first 
child, who was then about 
nine years old, to the market 
near our house in Lagos to 
buy some items for her 
c o o k i n g ,  t h e  l a d y  wa s 
shocked that she could take 
s u c h  a  r i s k .  O u r 
neighbourhood was safe. 
Children moved up and down 
the street all day and even at 
night.  So what was the 
hullabaloo about?

It was just that parents of  
our generation have built a 
siege mentality that witches, 
wizards, vampires, ritual 
killers, kidnappers, and evil 
people were all over the place. 
Therefore, children should 
not be allowed to step out 
alone, so as not to be harmed. 
But the house helps, who are 

kidnapped children; those who 
were looking for human heads 
with which to bury one king or 
the other; people who were 
looking for human heads for 
sacrifice, etc. Yet, all through 
my childhood, we moved 
around freely, without any of  us 
getting missing. As teenagers, 
we travelled to states outside 
ours to check our university 
admission score.

Yet there were no phones to 
monitor our movement. There 
was no way to know if  we got to 
our destination in peace. When 
we gained admission into 
university, we would travel back 
to campus with no phone to tell 
our parents that we had reached 
our destination. It would take a 
month or two for us to return or 
send a letter or message home. 
Nobody used us for sacrifice; 
nobody collected our destiny. 
We lived to see this day.

our children's age-mates, can be 
sent out alone to do all that 
without any fear that they can 
be harmed. Our house helps are 
not people's children. They are 
not as precious as our children! 

Consequently, we end up 
training other people's children 
who live with us to be strong, 
rugged, wise, and bold in a 
tough world as ours, while we 
use stifling love to keep our 
children away from learning 
how to survive in the world. 
When they  g row up,  the 
children who grew up in the 
street and understand life better 
have an edge over them.

We give excuses that the 
times are evil unlike during our 
childhood. But we forget that 
during our childhood, there 
were also stories about people 
who used sacks to carry away 

saw that I was serious, he 
became excited. His phone had 
some issues, so he could not 
even call me in case he needed 
to confirm some things. 

When he got there, a 
problem arose. He had the 
initiative to ask a shop owner 
he was discussing with to call 
me and ask me to call the 
number back. I did and he 
explained the challenge to me 
and I told him what to do. He 
negotiated with the sellers as I 
had told him, got the items at 
cheaper prices than what I was 
told, hired a truck and brought 
them back. When he returned, 
his ranking changed. 

Two days later, it was the 
turn of  their cousin to get his 
own street training. He was to 
go to the market and buy an 
item whose sellers were known 
to cheat buyers in price and 
quality. I told him what to look 
out for and how to make 
enquiries. He went, got some 
types and prices and called me 
to confirm. I asked him some 
questions and told him to seal 
the deal and come back home. 
He got a vehicle to bring the 
items home. He felt good 
afterwards. I ensured that I 
r ewa r d e d  e a c h  o f  t h e m 
f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d  a l s o 
commended their efforts.

Year s  ago,  when  our 
children were in primary 
school and were aged about 
eight and six, I came to their 
school one day without a car. I 
brought them out of  the school 
and told them that my car was 
not in good shape, and that I 
was going somewhere and had 
come to tell the first child that 
he would take his brother 
home. They looked at me as if  
a nut had loosened from my 
head. I gave them the house 
keys and told them that I was 
leaving. Indeed, I began to 
walk away. 

They began to cry. I told 
them to stay there and continue 

Azuka Onwuka

Stifling our children's growth with love

Mother and child playing.Mother and child playing.Mother and child playing.

Name: 
Prisca Onyinyechi Johnson

Age: 25

From: Owaelu Uratta, 
Owerri North, Imo State

Activities: 
300 level Bus. Mgt student, 
IMSU, model, content 
creator for Ogelle App, 
Founder Girl Child 
Support Initiative

Honours: 
2019 First runner 
up most beautiful Igbo girl 
in Nigeria, 
2020 winner ambassadorship 
deal for Arise Africa

Contestant: 
Miss Amnesty 
Nigeria Pageant a contest 
empowering the Girl Child, 
promoting peace and unity
in the Niger Delta region

Hobbies: 
travelling, swimming, cooking 
and new adventures

Contact: O8148849999,
Email: priscaj61@gmail.com
Facebook: Hrm Queen Prisca Johnson 
Instagram: Hrmqueenprisca

18 unclaimed children: 
Cost of DNA test 
hampers identification 
process

NSCDC rejects 
Onitsha vigilante 
branded vehicles Pg. 13

Pg. 3
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