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F
ollowing its deter-
mination to com-
mence work at the 

Nsu Ceramics and Tiles 
Industry in Ehime Mbano 
Local Government Area 
of  Imo State, the State 
Government through the 
office of  Special Adviser 
to Governor Hope Uzod-
inma on Strategy and De-
velopment has embarked 
on facility tour of  the site 
of  the industry.

Speaking during the 
tour, the Special Adviser 
to the Governor on Strat-
egy and Development, 
Hon. Mrs. Pat. Ekeji said 
that the purpose of  their 
visit was to assess the 
facilities on ground to 
enable them make better 
presentation to the state 
government.

Ekeji expressed the will-
ingness of  the present 
administration led by 
Governor Uzodinma to 

Imo govt to revamp Ehime 
Mbano ceramics industry

commence work on the 
site, adding that the state 
governor is seriously pur-
suing his 3R Agenda of  
Recovery, Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction.

“I want to assure you 
that very soon, Gover-
nor Uzodinma in line 
with his 3R Agenda will 
commence work on this 
site”. She also noted that 
the land was acquired 
by the administration of  
the former governor Sam 
Mbakwe, stressing that it 
was unfortunate that past 
administrations failed to 
continue with the project.

She urged the indigenes 
of  Ehime Mbano to de-
sist from illegal mining of  
the Kaolin and support 
the programmes of  the 
state government geared 
towards the revamping 
of  the industry.

In his speech, the Spe-
cial Adviser to Governor 

on National Assembly 
Matters and Ecological 
Fund, Hon. Austin Nwa-
chukwu noted that the 
industry when completed 
will offer employment to 
the teeming unemployed 
youths in the area.

“The former governor 
Sam Mbakwe decided 
to establish this industry 
base on the natural re-
sources and raw materi-
als in Nsu with particular 
reference to the Kaolin 
deposts. I urged those 
doing the illegal mining 
of  the Kaolin to desist”, 
he submitted.

Also speaking, the Sen-
ior Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Commu-
nity Relations, Okigwe 
Zone, lady Blessing Ifey-
inwa Nwoba commend-
ed the governor for such 
a wonderful initiative 
and called on the people 
of  Ehime Mbano to sup-
port the project.

The interim manage-
ment committee chair-
man of  Ehime Mbano, 
Barr. Chidi Okechuk-

wu, Technical Assistant 
to the Governor, Bola 
Adigun, the Traditional 
Rulers in Nsu communi-

ty, youths, women, com-
munity leaders and top 
government officers were 
present during the facility 
tour.

Anambra begins online compulsory 
registration of commercial vehicles 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State Min-
istry of  Transport 
has commenced the 

compulsory registration 
and online management 
of  all commercial vehicles 
including motorcycles op-
erating in the state through 
the Anambra State Trans-
port Management Code.

A press statement signed 
by the Permanent Secre-

tary Ministry of  transport, 
Dr. Eman Udeakpe stated 
that the registration is for 
all commercial motorcy-
clists in the state.

He urged all commercial 
motorcyclists in Anambra 
State to take the registra-
tion through the Anambra 
State transport manage-
ment code serious because 
it is mandatory.

The registration exercise 
which took place at the 
Motorcycle Transport Un-
ion of  Nigerian office, Ek-

wulobia in Aguata Local 
Government Area is sched-
uled to last for four weeks 
is in line with directives of  
Governor Willie Obiano to 
that effect.

The release reads that 
failure to comply with the 
registration exercise within 
the stipulated time will be 
severely dealt with in ac-
cordance with the law. The 
release advised all com-
mercial motorcyclists in 
Anambra State to comply 
accordingly.

ACSONET lauds Obiano for enhancing
civic space participation
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

Anambra Civil Soci-
ety Network (AC-

SONET), a platform for 
citizens stakeholders and 
non state actors have 
lauded the Governor of  
Anambra State, Chief  
Willie Obiano for en-
hancing the civic space 
participation.

Speaking to newsmen, 
the chairman of  AC-
SONET, Prince Chris 
Azor who doubles as the 
citizens co-chair, Open 
Government Partnership 
(OGP), noted that the 
governor has opened wid-
er the civic space for civil 

society organizations to 
thrive, adding that his citi-
zens-friendly reforms and 
infrastructural projects 
have led to unprecedent-
ed development of  the 
State since seven years he 
mounted the leadership 
of  the state.

The  projects accord -
ing to Azor, included the 
N20 million communi-
ty choose-your-project 
initiative in all the 181 
communities in the State, 
Open Government Part-
nership (OGP) and the 
Anambra State Commu-
nity and Social Devel-
opment Project (ANCS-
DA), a World Bank 

Vigilante group apprehends drug
peddlers, rapist in Port Harcourt
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt 

Two suspected drug 
peddlers have been ap-

prehended by members of  
the Rumuagholu Security 
Planning and Advisory 
Committee (RUSPAC), 
in the area and recovered 
some illicit drugs.

The local security body 
also apprehended a nine-

teen year-old-boy, who 
allegedly had canal knowl-
edge of  his thirteen year-
old cousin, alongside three 
suspects for alleged burgla-
ry.

Confirming the incident 
to journalists, commander 
of  RUSPAC, Henry Nye-
buchi-Amadi said the sus-
pects were arrested based 
on a tip-off  from the public 
about the illicit activities of  

the drug dealers.
Nyebuchi-Amadi dis-

closed that six suspects 
were arrested by the vigi-
lante, explaining that two 
of  them were drug sellers, 
noting that all the suspects 
would be handed over to 
the appropriate authori-
ties. One of  the suspects 
involved in the drug busi-
ness pleaded for forgive-
ness.

Igbo Bishops demand security 
outfit for South-East
By Jennifer John 

The joint council of  Igbo 
Bishops, comprising 

Bishops in the South-east 
and parts of  the South-
south have called on gov-
ernors of  South-east states 
to come together and set up 
a well mobilized security 
outfit for the zone.

The Bishops made the 
call during a courtesy vis-
it to Imo State Governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma 
at Imo State Government 
House, Owerri.

The leader of  the delega-
tion, Archbishop of  Enugu 
and chairman of  the joint 
council of  Bishops, Arch-
bishop Emmanuel Chuk-
wuma said “We need our 
own security because we 
can no longer trust the cur-
rent structure to guarantee 
our security. As far as I am 
concerned, if  we continue 
to trust the current security 

structure, we are in danger. 
It is necessary to have our 
own security outfit, to be 
able to police ourselves, the 
way Yoruba’s have done 
with Amotekun.

He assured the Imo state 
governor of  their unalloyed 
support and urged him to 
coordinate all the gover-
nors in the East to set up 
the security outfit to guar-
antee security of  the people 
of  South-east.

“We also want them to 
mobilize resources for ag-
riculture and animal hus-
bandry to make sure there 
is adequate food and meat 
for the people of  South-east 
and also tackle the chal-
lenge of  unemployment.

“We are behind you in 
your effort to unite the Ig-
bos and make sure whatev-
er that is due to us comes to 
us. We are also behind you 
in your effort to recover all 
that the state lost. People 

should be made to under-
stand that leadership is 
service and not an oppor-
tunity to sap the common 
wealth of  the people.

Responding, the gover-
nor, Senator Hope Uzod-
imma, said he had taken 
all the advice given to him 
by the Bishops, promising 
to keep to them religiously. 
“All over the world, gov-
ernment alone cannot han-
dle security, adding that the 
call for the complementary 
role of  the citizens is in 
line with global best prac-
tices.”I think that what 
we will do as governors is 
to really man our differ-
ent states, man our zone, 
support what the federal 
government is doing, so 
that there will be security 
to guarantee protection of  
lives and property of  our 
people, which is the prima-
ry duty of  government.

Assisted initiative that 
has delivered about 250 
micro infrastructure pro-
jects, cutting across the 
health sector, education, 
water, electricity, hous-
ing, agriculture etc.

According to the Chair-
man, Anambra stands 
up to be counted among 
states that are compliant 
with global best practices 
of  governance integrity. 
While calling on all cit-
izens to join hands and 
support Obiano’s admin-
istration.

“As we join other pa-
triotic citizens, peers, 
friends and well wish-
ers of  Anambra citi-
zens to celebrate these 
milestones and obvious 
landmark achievements 
of  a rare icon and core 
professional, we most re-
sponsibly, enjoin him to 
make conscious effort to 
thoughtfully and strate-
gically midwife a smooth 
succession that would en-
sure continuity and sus-
tainability of  his philos-
ophy of  development in 
an atmosphere of  broth-
erhood, love, peace and 
security of  the state” he 
said.

Imo police parades kidnappers
of Bishop Chikwe
By Jennifer John &
Uzoma Ogoke

Imo state Police command, 
Wednesday, paraded sus-

pected kidnappers of  the 
Auxiliary Bishop of  Owerri 
Catholic Archdiocese, Bish-
op Moses Chikwe.

Bishop Chikwe who was 
kidnapped alongside his driv-
er, Ndubuisi Robert on De-
cember 27, 2020, was later 
released on 31st December 
2020.

Parading the suspects, the 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer of  Imo State command, 
SP Ikeokwu Orlando, said  
tactical units of  the state 
command; the anti kidnap-
ping and quick intervention 
units acted in line with the 
mandate of  the Commis-
sioner of  Police (CP) Nasiru 
Muhammed, and on Febru-
ary 28, 2021, rounded up the 

kidnap suspects.
He gave their names as; Pe-

ter Aluo (aka Okwudor), 28, 
from Ihedum Alunwa (aka 
iron) 31 and Osinachi Ngo-
zi, 26, all male and hail from 
Awara in Ohaji/Egbema lo-
cal government area of  Imo 
State.

According to the PPRO, 
they all confessed to the 
crime and also narrated their 
roles in the operation, as 
well as another related op-
erations. He said efforts are 
at advanced stage to arrest 
other fleeing members of  the 
gang.

Also paraded was one 
Chukwuna Anyim who 
was arrested for making 
plans to kidnap his em-
ployer, one Mrs. Okoroa-
for a school principal and 
owner of  the property 
where the said Chukwue-
meka Anyim works as se-
curity guard. He said the 
suspect on interrogation, 
confessed to the crime 
of  plotting to abduct the 
woman, adding that inves-
tigation was ongoing.

The state command also 



News	Echo	  Friday, March 19, 2021                                               Page 3

NEWS

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

T
he governor of  Eb-
onyi State, David 
Umahi has reaffirmed 

the commitment of  the gov-
ernment to partner with the 
National Agency for Science 
and Engineering Infrastruc-
ture (NASENI) to create job 
opportunities and promote 
youth capacity in the State.

Umahi gave the assurance 
in Abakaliki when the del-
egation of  NASENI led by 
its executive vice chairman 
paid him courtesy call. The 
governor said that the solu-
tion to most of  the country’s 
predicaments lie in the crea-
tivity of  Nigerians especially 
youths.

He charged youths to sit 
up and channel their youth-
ful exuberance in proffering 

Umahi partners NASENI to
create job opportunities

solutions to some of  the 
challenges confronting the 
nation. Umahi commended 
the agency, describing it as 
the beginning and end of  the 
problems of  Nigeria, adding 
that the agency represents 
the practical demonstration 
of  what engineering profes-
sion meant.

He noted that the agency 
deserved serious attention 
of  government in order to 
resolve the many problems 
facing the nation. “I’m so 
touched and lack words to 
describe what NASENI is 
doing, but I can say that, this 
is the hope for our country, 
Nigeria. 

“Sometimes, we don’t 
know what we need as a 
nation. But, honestly, after 
food, health and education, 
this is the next thing Nigeria 
should look after. This is the 

beginning and the end of  
our problems. I never knew 
this kind of  thing is in exist-
ence. “I believe strongly that 
we can do it, looking at the 
things you have produced 
locally. Is it the science 
equipment, the agriculture 
equipment, the solar power, 
so many of  them”, Umahi 
said.

He also assured of  his ad-
ministration’s commitment 
to collaborate with the agen-
cy to establish a workshop 
that will train Ebonyi youths 
to specialize in assemblage 
and fabrication of  home-

As Governor Hope Uzod-
imma celebrated his one 

year in office, the Northern 
community in the state has 
re-affirmed its strong support 
and committment towards 
the success of  his administra-
tion.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Owerri, the Senior Spe-
cial Assistant to the Gov-
ernor on Gender, Vulner-
able Groups,Northern 
Affairs, Hon.Sulaiman Ibra-
him Sulaiman declared that 
the Northern community was 
strongly behind the Imo State 
governor. 

He said: “We don’t need 
anybody to advise us, we 
are already aware of  what is 
happening in terms of  achiev-
ments recorded by Governor 

Uzodimma within the past 
one year”.

He said the Imo people do 
not need anybody to tell them 
that the governor has done 
wonderfully in the last one 
year especially in the areas of  
roads rehabilitation, payment 
of  salaries among others. 

The SSA pointed out on the 
hospitality of  the governor 
which has enabled him to 
embrace everyone irrespec-
tive of  everyone’s tribal incli-
nation into his government.

He said the governor does 
not segregate nor take gosips 
from anybody, pointing out 
that his accommodating spir-
it of  different tribes such as 
the Hausa, Fulani, Yorubas, 
Igbos, Binis or Efiks among 
others in his administrstion 
has remain paramount.

Northern community
commends Uzodimma’s
one year achievements 

Ugwuanyi’s former aide 
urges Enugu stakeholders to 
maintain zoning system
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A
head of  the 2023 
g u b e r n a t o r i a l 
election in Enugu 

State, a former State Chair-
man of  Inter Party Adviso-
ry Committee (IPAC) Dr. 
John Nwodo has advised 
that the governorship zon-
ing system be maintained 
to ensure equity, justice 
and fairness in the state.

Speaking to newsmen on 
the issue of  rotation and 
competence, Nwobodo 
said that it is expedient 
that the rotation formu-
la should not be altered. 
Nwobodo, a former spe-
cial aide to Governor If-
eanyi Ugwuanyi noted, 
“Since 1999, Enugu State 
has maintained the zon-
ing system and it has been 
working very well.  It has 
ensured stability, peace 
and progress,” he said.

 According to him, “since 
the rotation began with 
Enugu East Senatorial 
zone in 1999, it is expect-
ed that when the incum-
bent governor who is from 
Enugu North finishes in 
2023, it should be the turn 

of  Enugu East that started 
it” “Naturally, one expects 
that it should go to Enugu 
East Senatorial Zone in 
2023,” he opines”, he add-
ed.

 Commenting on the per-
mutation of  some politi-
cal analysts that since the 
governorship began with 
Enugu East, Enugu North 
which is presently occu-
pying the position should 
continue in 2023 before it 
gets to Enugu West and fi-
nally to Enugu East, Nwo-
bodo said that such analy-
sis is illogical. He argued, 
“a clock does not reverse 
neither does a river flow 
backwards, stressing that 
Enugu East should con-
tinue the rotation on its 
axis”  “To say that Enugu 
North should continue be-
yond 2023 is illogical.  It is 
unnatural because a clock 
does not go anticlockwise. 
I have never seen a clock 
reverse, so also a river.  A 
river does not flow back-
wards,” he stated. He said, 
“Zoning should start from 
where it started, that is 
Enugu East. Whichever 
way you look at it, it will 
return to other zones.”

grown solutions to the needs 
of  the Nation.

Earlier, the executive vice 
chairman of  NASENI, Pro-
fessor  Sani Haruna said 
the agency was poised to 
provide domestic remedy to 
national problems through 
technological solutions. He 
explained that the agency 
has the capacity to provide 
solar energy, fabricate mo-
torcycles, trucks, aircraft, 
tricycles and other ground-
breaking domestic interven-
tions that would turn around 
the fortunes of  the Nigerian 
Nation. 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha 

T
he Special Adviser 
to Governor Willie 
Obiano on Disabili-

ty Matters, Barrister Chuks 
Ezewuzie has said that the 
governor has done well for 
the persons living with disa-
bilities in Anambra State.

Ezewuzie stated this while 
speaking to Journalists on 
Wednesday, to commemo-
rate governor Obiano’s sev-
enth year anniversary at the 
Professor Dora Akunyili 
Women Development Cen-
tre, Awka.

Obiano has transformed 
lives of persons with 
disabilities - Aides 

While x-raying the gover-
nor’s seven years of  all-in-
clusive and innovative 
governance, Barrister Eze-
wuzie explained that Gover-
nor Obiano created office on 
Disability Matters to assist 
him in formulating policies 
and programmes geared to-
wards the welfare of  persons 
living with disabilities in An-
ambra State.

According to Ezewuzie, 
the governor has provided 
numerous opportunities to 
persons living with disabili-
ties, such as skill acquisition, 
trainings, empowerments, 
massive employment into 
the state civil service, ap-
pointment of  persons with 
disabilities into the Anam-
bra state executive council, 
among others.

He described governor Obi-
ano as the most disability 
friendly governor in Nigeria, 
even as he praised his wife, 
Mrs.  Ebelechukwu Obiano 
for all her humanitarian as-
sistance to the persons living 
with disabilities in the state 
and prayed God to bless 
them.

Gov Umahi with the delegation of NASENI led by the Executive Vice 
Chairman, Prof Sani Haruna in Abakaliki

 “On those arguing that 
greater Awgu was margin-
alized and should be al-
lowed to produce the next 
governor, the former IPAC 
boss said that it does not 
follow reason, pointing out 
that greater Awgu, made 
up of  Awgu, Aninri and 
Oji River, is part of  Enugu 
West and should wait their 
turn when Enugu East is 
done. “Rotation has been 
on the basis of  senatorial 
zones.  Greater Awgu does 
not stand on its own but is 
part of  Enugu West.  So, 
they should wait, when it 
is the turn of  Enugu West 
again, they should argue 
it,” he said. He dismissed 
the position of  those who 
argue that rotation should 
be discarded on the altar 
of  merit, saying that in 
every zone, there are peo-
ple with merit.

 “We have merit in every 
zone.  Rotation is justice 
and it is democratic.  Pol-
itics is a game of  numbers, 
so it is zoning that will 
ensure that there is equi-
ty and balance.  Zoning is 
just like the federal char-
acter and should be main-
tained,” he concluded.

My husband,
brother in-law
want to kill me,
wife petitions
police
By Ikenna Orioha

A forty- four year old 
woman, Mrs. Njoku 

Ijeoma Kenneth, has pe-
titioned the Zone 9 Nige-
ria Police Headquarters, 
Umuahia, Abia State, 
through her lawyer, Barr. 
Ken Ezinwa Onyeme-
jalem.

She alleged that her hus-
band, Mr. Kenneth Ike-
chukwu Njoku, 46, her 
brother- in-law, Emeka 
Lazarous Njoku and his 
wife, Iheoma Emeka La-
zarus  Njoku, attempted to 
murder her in their house 
in Aba.

In her petition to the As-
sistant Inspector -General 
of  Nigeria Police in -charge 
of  Zone 9 Umuahia, Baba 
Tajjani, she narrated that 
on 5th March, her husband 
asked her whether she saw 
any outside decoder which 
he said his younger brother 
was looking for, which she 
responded no.

According to her, the 
brother in-law threatened 
to deal with her, adding 
that surprisingly the wife 
of  his brother in-law took 
an iron and hit her hard 
from behind repeatedly 
with the help of  her hus-
band and his brother hold-
ing her hands as she jacked 
her up and hit her heap on 
the ground, leaving her 
brutalized and in severe 
pain.

COVID-19: NGO donates
 facilities to 3 schools 
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

An intervention support 
group known as Victim 

Support Fund (VSF), has 
donated some COVID-19 
preventive facilities to three 
schools in the three Senatorial 
Zones of  Anambra State.

The three benefiting Schools 
are Community Secondary 
School Mbaukwu, (Anambra 
Central), Boys High School 
Nteje (Anambra North) 
and Community Secondary 
School Igboekwu, Ayamelum 
local government area of  the 
State.

News Echo gathered that each 
school will receive; A 400 So-
lar-powered borehole, four 
hand wash stations, 2000 pes 
of  reusable facemasks, 5 piec-
es of  4 litre hand sanitizers, 
120 bottles of  500ml liquid 
hand wash and 5 cartons of  

bleach.
Speaking while making the 

donation at the Community 
Secondary School Mbaukwu, 
on Thursday, Chairman of  
the Fund, Mrs Toyosi Aker-
ele-ogunsiji , said since the in-
auguration of  the taskforce in 
March 30, 2020, it had assist-
ed many vulnerable Nigerians 
and given institutional sup-
port to agencies involved in 
the fight against COVID-19.

Akerele-Ogunsiji listed the 
items donated in the first 
phase of  its intervention to 
include food items, health fa-
cilities and Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE). 

She said that in the second 
phase, the fund had provid-
ed solar powered boreholes, 
hand wash stations, reusa-
ble facemasks, hand sanitiz-
ers and other items to some 
schools across the six geopo-
litical zones of  the country.  
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t  a  t i m e  N i g e r i a n  

Apoliticians are accused of 
m a s t e r  m i n d i n g  t h e  

poverty stricken nature of the 
masses, Enugu politicians in the 
state legislature appear to be 
lending credence to that charge. 
This is consequent on the efforts of 
the law makers to legislate 
humungous pensions and gratuity 
and for the past governors.

The reports making the rounds 
also stated that the spouses of the 
former governors and their 
deputies would be entitled to one 
m i l l i o n  m o n t h l y  m e d i c a l  
allowance or N12m per annum for 
each of them. The governors 
would each receive 3 cars every 
four years and an undisclosed huge 
sums for pensions and gratuity.

For a state government with a 
fragile economy struggling to 
survive, the actions of  the 
legislators have generated serious 
p u b l i c  o p p r o b r i u m  a n d  
condemnation. Many hold the 
view that the private member bill 
which is suspected to have 
executive hand writing represents 
the height of recklessness and 
insensitivity because the expense is 
not backed by any amount of 
productivity other than the tag of 
retirees.

News Echo is also alarmed that 
the  gover nment  would  be  
expending such huge amount of 
funds on just a handful of people 
when the greater majority of 
Enugu people are reeling in abject 
poverty. It is not yet convincing 
why the legislators would embark 
on another review of benefits 
when it had done so four years ago 
under the same government of 
governor Ugwuanyi.

At a time of dwindling economic 
fortunes when sacrifices should be 
made for the interest of the down 
trodden the government is hiking 
the benefits of the privileged class 
instead of  the  other.  The 
government it is clear has 
abandoned prudence for profligacy 

seeking to favour the political class 
instead of the masses. 

If these huge benefits represents 
rewards for just eight years of 
service what are civil servants who 
have put in over 35 years of service 
earning as their pensions and 
gratuity. Enugu state is among the 
states that are not enjoying regular 
payments of salaries and pension 
of payment. It is also challenged by 
a myriad other issues including 
poor road network, poor health 
facilities, poor water supply, lack 
of  rural development among 
others.

It is important too to ascertain 
the debt profile of the state and 
other obligations, locally and 
internationally and determine 
what  effor ts  to  reduce or  
extinguish them before plunging 
into such non-productive expense 
that will only further widen the 
gulf between the rich and the poor.

The payment of such 'armed 
robber benefits' will further 
accentuate the level of corruption 
in the state as those who feel the 
inequity will seek ways to even up 
especially when they may have 
made huge sacrifices for the 
development of the state. It will 
generate bad blood among the 
oppressed civil servants.  

That the legislators who are 
representatives of the people could 
embark on such devilry is a 
reflection of how well they bear 
the interest of their people at 
heart. Whatever may be their 
justifications for such cannot 
convince anyone.

We wish to note without fear or 
favour that the action of the state 
government and the legislature are 
quite insensitive, provocative and 
oppressive. All efforts should be 
made  to  ha l t  any  fur ther  
arrangements to pay such benefits. 
We call on Nigerian politicians to 
spare some concerns to the plight 
of the people. There is no better 
time to do so than now.

Ex-Enugu governors' 
pension: Insensitivity 
of callous politicians 
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Opinion

By Glory Ugochukwu

I
n Nigeria today, we 
have shocking sto-
ries of  women who 
are traders, sales girls, 

hawkers, among others, 
passing through agonising 
and abusive experiences on 
the streets at their shops or 
‘bukas’ by men. 
The abuse among young 

female street hawkers in 
Nigeria is on the increase. 
Due to the declining eco-
nomic situations of  many 
low income earning house-
holds, young girls now find 
themselves contributing 
to the livelihood of  many 
households. This income 
generating activity that 
young girls undertake make 
them vulnerable to various 
forms of  abuse.
Hawking is a common 

practice in the South east. 
Interestingly, hawkers have 
become essential service 
providers in different parts 
of  the region, including the 
villages, cites and metrop-
olises. Those who need to 
quench their burning thirst 
while moving at snail speed 
in traffic and those who 
need to grab a bite while 
on the move see hawkers as 
handy service providers.
Female hawkers tend to be 

abused more because some 
men think that they will 
do anything to have their 
goods sold on time to ena-

Ladies and embarrassing sexual harassment

ble them make sales. Some 
men unreasonably touch 
the woman or the lady no 
matter their age. They touch 
their private parts, especial-
ly their breast in the pro-
cess of  buying the goods or 
whenever they see the per-
son passing.
Female abuse is described 

as any act of  gender-based 
violence that results in or 
is likely to result in phys-
ical, sexual or psycholog-
ical harm or suffering to 
women including threats of  
such acts, coercion or arbi-
trary deprivation of  liberty, 
whether occurring in public 
or in private.”
Young girls working as street 

vendors in open and crowded 
places are vulnerable to sexu-
al abuse. It all starts with in-
discriminate touch of  private 
parts to forced sex or forced 
sexual practice. Sexual abuse 
has been described as the act 
of  enticing or forcing a per-
son to take part in sexual ac-
tivities such as touching of  
breasts, buttocks or genital 
fondling, kissing, cunnilin-
gus and penetration of  the 
vagina or anus with sexual 
organs or objects. 
Eighteen years old Favour 

Eze, a plantain chips seller, 
while speaking to our corre-
spondents said that ‘I have 
been selling plantain chips 
for two years now, and I have 
been abused severally since I 
started the business. I most-

ly get abused by touts at the 
park and some policemen 
who keep looking at my but-
tocks.’
“I have people who hawk 

in garages and have become 
victims of  rape and even got 
pregnant in the process. I 
don’t want that to happen to 
me,” she stated.
Shockingly, some of  the 

security agents who are sup-
posed to be ‘the protector of  
lives and property’ are also 
involved in this repulsive act. 
They touch and abuse some 
of  the women and girls they 
see on the streets because 
they feel like they have no 
right to question them.
Some ladies who were also 

questioned by our corre-
spondents said that some-
times they don’t feel like 
going to local markets be-
cause of   how some men will 
touch, tease them and calling 
them ‘my colour’, ‘my size’, 
or ‘my wife’, and while the 
violent ones swill drag them 
by force, insisting that they 
must buy goods from them. 
They said that they prefer the 
supermarkets and going to 
some big shops because they 
won’t find any ‘tout’ there.
A sales girl at a famous res-

taurant, Gift Emeka, while 
speaking to our correspond-
ent said that she has also been 
abused severally while sell-
ing food to customers at her 
Aunt’s restaurant. She said 
‘I would be called all sorts 

of  abusive names whenever 
I refuse to sleep with them 
or allow them to touch me. 
Some will rub my body and 
say I am their property.’ She 
also said ‘some of  the men 
will tell me that the reason 
my madam brought me to 
sell food to them is so that I 
will sell my body to them.’
Talking to another sales girl 

from the same restaurant, 
she said ‘I have worse expe-
riences than my sister ‘re-
ferred to as Gift.’ My madam 
sometimes asks me to deliver 
food to some engineers who 
work at the site, when I go 
there they engage me to start 
talking with them. They will 
give me extra money and 
then they will want to grab 
my breast and my buttocks 
in front of  their workers and 
when I don’t allow them they 
push me and spit on me and 
insult me.’ 
“I have almost been raped 

one time but I was lucky that 
I poured sand in the man’s 
eyes for me to escape”, She 
stated.
Nigerian Civil Security and 

Defense Corps (NSCDC) 
Officer, Chiagom Ony-
inyechi, while speaking to 
News Echo reporter said that 
“some of  the abuse women 
pass through is caused by 
us. Some women will wear 
some revealing clothes which 
attract some of  these men to 
touch them.” “Some female 
hawkers who pass through 

abuse also wear revealing 
clothes so that men will buy 
their goods. How can you 
wear clothes that are begging 
them to touch you and you 
say you are abused”, she stat-
ed.
There should be need to 

domesticate very strongly 
the Violence Against Per-
sons Prohibition (VAPP) law 
prohibiting economic abuse, 
forced isolation and separa-
tion from family and friends, 
substance attack, depriving 
persons of  their liberty, in-
cest, indecent conversations, 
among others. It also in-
tends to eliminate violence 
in private and public life and 
provide maximum protec-
tion and effective remedies 
for victims of  violence, and 
punishment of  offenders. 
The bill will go a long way 
to check some of  the abuses 
being experienced by young 
girls especially.
There should be awareness 

to some of  these women who 
are being abused to file a re-
port against anyone who is 
abusing or has abused them. 
The provision of  VAPP 
should be made known to 
women, so that they do not 
hide or tolerate abuse from 
anyone. Men should also be 
aware that violation of  hu-
man rights is an offence pun-
ishable under the law. There 
is also need for young girls 
to continue dress properly to 
avoid being violated.

Ladies on the street exposed to sexual harrassment 
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The extraordinary story of identical
twins who married identical twins contd.

Having Kids
The brothers said that they 
wanted to have twins. Even 
though they understood that they 
would be collectively raising four 
children, they all agreed that it 
was the best idea. Better yet, they 
wanted their twins to be born on 
the same day.

Genetic Siblings
Although the children from 

each couple would respectively 
be cousins to one another. 
However, genetically speaking, 
the cousins would be full siblings, 
even though they would have 
different parents. This was a 
spectacular discovery for the 
couples.

Is It a Good Idea?
It's incredibly challenging to 

identify the effects of  having 
children with identical fathers 
and mothers. This is especially 
the  case  dur ing  the  ea r ly 
development stage. However, at 
this time, this was only an idea, 
and having children was a long 
way away.

The Hashtag
As the twin couples were 

planning their wedding, they had 
the realization to create a hashtag 
to communicate their wedding in 
a unique and fun way. They 
wanted something that was 
magical yet hinted to their twin 
t h e m e ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e 
#TwiceUponATime.

Pickler and Ben
TLC wasn't the only TV 

network that wanted to tell the 
story of  these identical twin 
quartet. A well-known TV show 
named Pickler and Ben asked the 
two couples to appear in April 
2018.  The  twins  used  the 
p l a t f o r m  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r 
proposal, relationship, and 
upcoming wedding.

Two Rings
It's no secret that finding the 

right engagement ring always 
s e e m s  t o  b e  a  c h a l l e n ge. 
However, the twin couples' 
situation was even more tricky. 
One good factor was that the 
sisters both had the same taste in 
jewelry, and they ended up loving 
their rings.

I d e n t i c a l  T u xe d o s  a n d 
Dresses

It wasn't just identical rings. 
Briana and Brittany wore the 
same dresses, while Josh and 
Jeremy wore identical tuxedos at 
the wedding ceremony. However, 
this wasn't such a big deal as they 
often wore that same clothing. It 
wasn't a big deal for the couples.

The Worst-Case
What if  one of  the sisters had 

said 'no' to the proposal. It surely 
would have put everyone in a 
tricky situation. The good thing is 
that this didn't happen, as Briana 

and Brittany were deeply in love 
with the brothers, which created 
the perfect fairytale.

Practicing the Proposal
Jeremy and Josh wanted their 

proposal to be identical and 
perfect in every way. They 
wanted to propose in unison. 
However, this didn't happen 
spontaneously, as the Salyer 
twins took the time to practice 
how they were going to propose.

An Optical Illusion
It's no doubt that the Deane 

sisters and Salyer brothers are 
identical twins. However, they 
look incredibly alike that it 
sometimes seems like it could be 
an optical illusion. However, rest 
assured, this isn't a trick. The 
couples just take 'identical' to 
another level.

Getting Pregnant at the Same 
Time

Brianna and Brittany didn't 
just want to help each other raise 
their children. They also wanted 
to get pregnant at the same time. 
The reason for this is because it 
would be difficult for one of  the 
twins to undergo radical physical 
differences without the other.

What the Parents Had to Say
Debra Deane, Briana, and 

Brittany's mother has put a lot of  
thought into her daughters' 
relationships. One thing she 
thought about a lot was how their 
family would work out because 
she knew that the children would 
end up having four parents.

The Negative Reactions
Although many o f  the 

responses are positive, there are 
some negative reactions to the 
story of  the twins. Many find the 
entire living situation and ideas 
of  raising children together to be 
very strange. However, the 
couples aren't very bothered by 
these negative reactions.

Mirror Image Twins
Briana and Brittany are 

special from other twins as they 
are twins in the mirror image. 
This means that everything that 
the twins do, wear, and any other 
aspects are mirrored between 
each other. This is very hard to 
s u s t a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a 
relationship, but it has worked 
out for them.
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i g e r i a  i s  a  

Ncountry of  myths 
a n d  l e g e n d s  

p a s s e d  d o w n  f r o m  
generations.
Here are some interesting 
myths and legends that 
some Nigerians hold dear.

1. Whistling at night 

invites demons
According to Nigerian 
folktale, whistling at night 
is wrong and could have 
d i r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  
L e ge n d  h a s  i t  t h a t  
whistling is an invitation 
for the spirits. Different 
tribes have accounts of  
people who have whistled 

and have in turn been met 
by evil spirits, snakes, 
occult members or even 
found themselves in 
strange places.
2. Beating a boy with a 
broom or turning stick
Some Nigerians believe if  
you beat a boy with a 

broom or turning stick 
(Omorogun) it would 
shrink the size of  his penis. 
As a remedy, if  a boy has 
been beaten with a broom, 
he would have to beat the 
same person seven times 
with a broom.

3. Someone walking over 
your legs
If  someone walks over 
your legs it is believed you 
will end up having kids 
who look just like that 
person. How this happens 
nobody understands.  
Pregnant women are 

quick to take their legs out 
of  the way when someone 
tries to pass.

4. Reincarnation
One of  the most popular 
Nigerian myths is the one 
told about the Yorubas, 
where the dead are 
expected to return to their 
family in the form of  a 
newborn baby. Who a 
child is can be determined 
by its resemblance to the 
dead.

For example, a boy that 

resembles his paternal 

grandfather will be named 

B a b a t u n d e  ( ' f a t h e r  

returns'). Most strange, 

however, is their belief  

that if  a person dies 

young, their ghost can go 

to another town and live 

there as if  they were not 

dead, even getting married 

and having children over 

there.

5. Sun and rain

This myth is another 

popular one. People, 

especially hunters, believe 

that if  it rains while the 

sun is out, a lion is giving 

birth.

5 myths you will only hear in Nigeria

Among the 7 tallest statues 
in Africa, Nigeria shows 
up twice 
Statues are just one of  the 
many  ways  Af r i cans  
express art and value for 
culture and individuals.
1. 161 feet: African 
Renaissance Monument 
(Senegal)
At 161 feet (49 m), the 
b r o n z e  A f r i c a n  
Renaissance Monument 
stands on top of  one of  the 
twin hills of  Collines des 
Mamelles, outside Dakar, 
as the tallest statue in 
Africa. Unveiled in 2010, 
the project was launched by 
then Senegalese president, 
Abdoulaye Wade who 
considered it part of  
Senegal's prestige projects, 
a i m e d  a t  p r o v i d i n g  
monuments to herald a 
n ew  e r a  o f  A f r i c a n  
Renaissance.
2. 66 feet: The Great 
Sphinx of Giza (Egypt)
Sphinx of  Giza or just the 
Sphinx is a 20.21 m (66.31 
ft) high limestone statue of  
a reclining sphinx, a 
mythical creature with the 

body of  a lion and the head 
of  a human. Facing directly 
from West to East, it stands 
on the Giza Plateau on the 
west bank of  the Nile in 
Giza, Egypt. The face of  
the Sphinx is generally 
believed to represent the 
Pharoah Khafre.
3. 60 feet: Colossi of 
Memnon (Egypt)
The Colossi of  Memnon, 
or el-Colossat in Arabic, is 
actually a pair of  massive 
s tone s tatues  of  the  
Pharaoh Amenhotep III. 
The statues have been 
standing in the Theban 
Necropolis for the past 
3,400 years (since 1350 
BC), at the west side of  the 
River Nile from the modern 
city.
4. 42 feet: Queen Moremi 
Statue of Liberty (Nigeria)
Queen Moremi is 
revered by the 
Yoruba people as 
an epitome of  
s e l f l e s s n e s s ,  
b r a v e r y  a n d  
wisdom. She has 
b e e n  
immortalized in 

several ways with books 
about her, public places 
named after her, and the 
grandest of  all, the Queen 
Moremi Statue of  Liberty, 
which was erected in 2016 
by Oba Ogunwusi in the Ife 
palace. The 42 feet statue is 
the tallest statue in Nigeria, 
and the fourth tallest in 
Africa. Read more about 
the courageous Queen 
Moremi.
5. 36 feet: Statue of  
Ramesses II (Egypt)
The Statue of  Ramesses II 
is a 3,200-year-old figure of  
Ramesses the second 
standing. It was discovered 
in 1820 broken in six 
p ieces,  and previous  
attempts to restore it to 
original height proved 
unsuccessful until 1955. It 
now stands at 11 metres (36 

feet) in Giza.
6 .  2 9  f e e t :  N e l s o n  
Mandela Statue (South 
Africa)
The sixth tallest statue in 
Africa is the bronze statue 
constructed in honour of  
the late former South 
African president and anti-
apartheid activist, Nelson 
Mandela, in June 2013, to 
bring to a close the official 
10-day mourning period 
for the much loved former 
state president. The nine-
metre-tall bronze statue 
cost an estimate of  R8-
million and is located at the 
U n i o n  B u i l d i n g s  i n  
Pretoria. Do not confuse 
this statue with six-metre-
tall Nelson Mandela statue 

located in Nelson Mandela 
Square, Johannesburg.
7. 28 feet: Jesus de 
Greatest (Nigeria)
Of course, we can't talk 
statues without mentioning 
Imo state, Nigeria. After a 
43-year-old businessman, 
Obinna Onuoha, had a 
dream in 1997 to build a 
giant statue of  Jesus, the 
'tallest statue 
of  Jesus  in  
A f r i c a '  
c o m m e n c e d  
construction in 
2013. Unveiled 
t h r e e  ye a r s  
later, the statue 
stands in St. 
A l o y s i u s  
C a t h o l i c  

Church, Abajah village in 
Imo state. The statue was 
made of  white marble and 
is 8.53 metres (28.0 ft) tall 
and weighs 40 tons. The 
largest statue of  Jesus in the 
world is Christ the King 
statue which stands in 
Swiebodzin, Poland, at 33 
metres (108 ft) tall.

 African Renaissance Monument (Senegal)  Queen Moremi Statue of Liberty (Nigeria)

Colossi of Memnon (Egypt)

The Great Sphinx of Giza (Egypt)
Nelson Mandela Statue (South Africa)

Colossi of Memnon (Egypt) Jesus-1
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h e  s h o w  w h i c h Th a p p e n e d  a t  t h e 
Staples Center, Los 

Angeles did not fail to offer 
some music and performances 
on the nights as musicians 
were honoured.

Beyonce, Pop Queen, 
Burna Boy, Wizkid, Megan 
Thee Stallion, amongst others 
bagged some awards on the 
night.

Red carpet was also a 
welcomed addition to the 

show. Fashion is a big part of  
aw a r d s  s h o w s,  b u t  t h e 
Grammys are unique. Even 
though the Grammys was a bit 
virtual, the fashion moments 
was no different.

Lovely moments on the 
red carpet are to die for and 
when these celebrities showed 
up, they effortlessly impressed 
us.

Here are the best-dressed 
celebrities on the red carpet for 
the 2021 Grammy Awards.

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
Grammy Awards 2021: 11 best-dressed
celebrity fashion styles 
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oneliness happens Lwhen you both are 
at one place, but 

cannot connect with each 
other. You both feel awkward 
to be alone with each other. 
There is neither physical nor 
mental intimacy between you. 
In simple words, you are a 
couple to the world out there, 
but not for yourselves.

Your interaction with 
your partner becomes hostile 
and argumentative, and you 
start assuming things. You 
stop sharing your feelings 
with your spouse because you 
now know that he/she will 
not be empathetic.

Why and how does such 
unpleasantness creep into 
one's marriage?

Causes of Loneliness in 
marriage:

Loneliness is a common 
problem among millions of  
people across the world. 
According to a study on 
Swedes, there is a gender 
di f ference in  lonel iness 
among married people, with 
women experiencing it more 
than men (1). Here are a few 
reasons why loneliness can 
happen to you.

1 .  B u l l y i n g  a n d 
terrorizing:

Your spouse thinks that 

opular Nollywood Pactor, Yul Edochie, has 
finally reacted to his 

father's interesting takes on 
marriage and how it can last. 
Just recently, his father Pete 
Edochie made the news after 
he spoke in a series of  videos 
on marriages during his own 
time and how unions can be 
encouraged to last these days. 

wanted to buy a car for his 
daughter as a wedding gift, then 
he would give it to her to register 
in whatever named she liked. He 
added that if  she wanted him to 
register it in her name, then he 
would do just that. In his words: 
“For me, if  I buy a car for my 
daughter @danielleyuledochie 
as a wedding gift, I'll give it to her 
to register in whatever name she 
likes. 

"If  she asks me to do the 
registration for her then I'll 
register it in HER name.” Yul 
also acknowledged that his 
father's time was very different 
from how things are now and that 
he is also entitled to his own 
opinion. 

emotions.
4 .  R a r e  p h y s i c a l 

intimacy:
When was the last time 

you got physically intimate 
with your partner? A naughty 
pinch or a warm kiss or a 
steamy night is not just for the 
body but for the mind too. The 
lesser you do that the wider is 
the gap between you two.

5. Lack of together time:
Y o u  a r e  a l w a y s 

surrounded by your kids or 
other family members. Or the 
family is so big that there is no 
time to steal a few private 
moments with your partner. 
Initially, you make an attempt 
to create some couple's time 
for you both; but if  that fails, 
you give up.

6. Experiences from the 
past:

Loneliness after marriage 
does not always stem from 
your spouse. The past events 
or relationships in your life 
can also be the culpri t . 
According to research studies, 
your loneliness can also be the 
result of  depression or friction 
with your parents or siblings, 
and your past relationship 
with them.

Lonel iness  need  not 
always be in-your-face. It may 
be subtle, or you may be too 

he/she is all powerful. They 
bully you, and keep you under 
constant fear. Psychological 
and emotional abuse becomes 
a regular affair. You are afraid 
of  your spouse because you 
d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t 
circumstances can invite their 
wrath. This keeps you away 
f r o m  t h e m  a s  mu c h  a s 
possible.

2. Hectic schedule:
A prominent reason for 

modern day divorces is a busy 
schedule of  the couples. You 
and your partner are so busy 
with your careers or with 
family matters that you hardly 
get any time to spend together. 
This creates a vacuum and 
time widens that gap. When 
you sit back and think, you 
could feel the loneliness all 
around you.

3. Craving for emotional 
support:

Your mother is seriously 
ill and you are worried. 
However, your spouse doesn't 
make an effort to ease your 
a n x i e t y  n o r  d o e s  h e 
acknowledge the pain you are 
undergoing. When there is no 
emotional connect, there is no 
scope for emotional support. 
And when you know you will 
not get that from them, you 
prefer silence to sharing your 

The elderly Edochie had 
said that if  a man wanted to 
gift his daughter a car for her 
wedding, then the car should 
be registered in her husband's 
name so that the marriage will 
last. 

In reaction to the viral 
and much debated video, Yul 
disagreed with his father's 
view. According to him, if  he 

busy to realize that you are 
lonely. So, how would you 
know if  you are lonely in your 
relationship?

Signs of  loneliness in a 
marriage:

Do not ignore the gut 
feeling that something is off  
between you and your partner. 
We'll tell you the signs, which 
you can look out for in your 
relationship.

1. Did you get time to be 
intimate with your partner?

Y o u  c a n ' t  r e a l l y 
remember? The very fact that 
you are thinking about your 
intimacy (or the lack of  it) 
means something is amiss in 
the relationship. You may not 
be getting intimate with your 
spouse due to lack of  interest, 
shortage of  time, or lack of  
privacy. Whatever the reason 
might be, the absence of  
intimacy could be a sign of  
your loneliness.

2. You both don't share 
your daily routines anymore.

You tell your spouse what 
you did through the day, they 
tell you about their routine, 
and you drift into a long 
conversation. Is this not the 
case with you? If  your spouse 
simply rolls their eyes when 
you strike a conversation, or is 
busy checking his phone 

when you talk to him, 
t h e n  y e s ,  y o u r 
communication channel is 
not working the way it should.

3. You forget the special 
days.

Yo u  r e m e m b e r  t h e 
assignment your children 
have to submit on Monday 
and the meeting you have to 
a t tend,  but  you do  not 
remember your anniversary. 
Special days like birthdays 
and anniversaries bring a 
spark into our routines. But if  
you and your spouse forget 
such important days, it means 
that you no longer value them 
or care to have that 'spark' in 
your lives.

4. Your partner doesn't 
ask you for things they want.

Your spouse is hesitant to 
come to you for help. They 
might try it for themselves and 
fail but won't approach you. 
But this was not the case in the 
past. This could indicate a 
change in their attempts to 
depend less on you. Why 
would they do that? Consider 
if  your response is a possible 
reason for your spouse's 
behavior.

Loneliness is depressing, 
a n d  i f  i t  d u e  t o  y o u r 
relationship with the person 
you love the most, then there 
could be no words to describe 
the feelings. But why should 
such feelings come at all? Nip 
them in the bud, and you will 

b
e 
f r

e e 
o f  

depress
ion .

5. Lack of  together 
time:

Y o u  a r e  a l w a y s 
surrounded by your kids or 
other family members. Or 
the family is so big that there 
is no time to steal a few 
private moments with your 
partner. Initially, you make 
an attempt to create some 
couple's time for you both; 
but if  that fails, you give up.

6. Experiences from the 
past:

L o n e l i n e s s  a f t e r 
marriage does not always 
stem from your spouse. The 
past events or relationships 
in your life can also be the 
c u l p r i t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
research s tudies,  your 
loneliness can also be the 
result of  depression or 
friction with your parents or 
siblings, and your past 
relationship with them .

Loneliness need not 
always be in-your-face. It 
may be subtle, or you may be 
too busy to realize that you 
are lonely. So, how would 
you know if  you are lonely 
in your relationship?

Loneliness in marriage
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with your bio., name,
email & social media
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ivil servants in Imo 

CS t a t e,  e s p e c i a l ly 
teachers and local 

government staff  have staged 
p r o t e s t  t o  I m o  S t a t e 
G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e  i n 
O we r r i ,  p l e a d i n g  w i t h 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 

he police in Ebonyi TState has arrested six 
suspects over looting 

of  property from crisis-
r idden Ezza-Eff ium in 
Ohaukwu local government 
area of  the state. According 
to the online newspaper, 
' 'This is contained in a 
statement signed and issued 
to newsmen in Abakaliki on 
W e d n e s d a y  b y  t h e 
Command Public Relations 
O f f i c e r  ( P P RO ) ,  D S P 
Loveth Odah.

Odah said that three 
others were also arrested for 
armed robbery while two 
were nabbed for unlawful 
possession of  firearms and 
cultism.

According to her, Police 
Operatives attached to Anti-
Kidnapping Squad, Ebonyi 
State Command on March 
10, at about 2pm arrested six 
suspects for looting and 
carting away property from 
the crisis-torn (Effium/Ezza 
Effium).

“The suspects looted 
property belonging to one 
Monday Awegbe 'm' 50-
years of  No. 1 Idoma Road 
by Ikpoki Junction Effium.

“Awegbe, a businessman 
who as a result of  the 
ongoing crisis between the 
Ezzas/Effium, ran for safety 
leaving his shop/goods 
under the care of  his in-law, 
Mr Jim Chukwu of  the same 
address.

“On the aforementioned 
date, the suspects were 

i n t e r c e p t e d  a l o n g 
E n u g u / A b a k a l i k i 
expressway in a vehicle 
loaded  wi th  the  s to len 
property, such as Iron rods, 
generators, gas cylinders and 
a s s o r t e d  e l e c t r o n i c 
appliances worth millions of  
naira.

“ T h e  s u s p e c t s  we r e 
arrested and the exhibits 
recovered from them,” she 
stated.

“ T w o  l o c a l l y - m a d e 
pistols and two live cartridges 
were recovered from them.

“The suspects also belong 
to a secret cult group, Vikings 
Confraternity also known as 
Aro-Baggar,” the PPRO 
stated.

il rich Rivers State is 

Oin the news again for 
good reasons. The 

state which gave Nigeria 
Africa's first Miss World in 
2 0 0 1  h a s  s e n s a t i o n a l ly 
produced Nigeria's all time 
premier Grammy Award 
m u s i c  w i n n e r .  F o r  a 
comprehensive account of  it 
all, below was how the CNN 
captured it:

It was second time lucky for 
Afrobeats star Burna Boy who 
landed a Grammy award for 
his album 'Twice As Tall' at 
the ceremony held on Sunday. 
Burna, real name Damini 

Ogulu, missed out to veteran 
Beninese singer, Angelique 
Kidjo at the 2020 awards. 

As he accepted the Best 
Global Music Album award 
from his home in Lagos, 
Nigeria, Burna Boy, 29, 
declared: "This is a big win for 
my generation of  Africans all 
over the world."

"This should be a lesson to 
every African out there: No 
matter where you are, no 
matter what you plan to do, 
you can achieve it...," he 
added.

Another Nigerian winner 
was artist Wizkid, 30, who 

wa s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h i s 
collaboration with US singer 
Beyonce on 'Brown Skin Girl' 
which won the Best Music 
Video at the 63rd Grammy 
Awards.

Abidoye, a Nigerian music 
business executive, told CNN 
Monday that Burna Boy's 
Grammy win is indeed a big 
win for Africa.

"The Grammy is the biggest 
award globally that people 
recognize and most musicians 
look up to...with this win, 
African music -- Afrobeats is 
here to stay as an acceptable 
genre of  music," said Abidoye, 

w h o  i s  E xe c u t i ve  V i c e 
President at Nigerian record 
label Chocolate City. 

Afrobeats has struck a chord 
with youth around the globe. 
D'Banj's hit "Oliver Twist" 
was  one  o f  the  f i r s t  to 
breakthrough when it reached 
number nine in the UK charts 
in 2012. 

Drake and WizKid's "One 
D a n c e "  t o p p e d  t h e  U S 
Billboard Hot 100 chart for 10 
consecutive weeks following 
its release in May 2016 and the 
UK announced the launch of  
Britain's first-ever Afrobeats 
singles chart in 2020. 

 professional group 

Aunder the auspices 
o f  N s u k k a 

Jour nal i s t s  Foundat ion 
(NJF) has called on the 
Enugu  S ta t e  House  o f  
Assembly to repeal  the 
controversial governorship 
law, saying life pension for ex-
governors and their deputies 
as well as their wives is 
obnoxious and anti-people.

The bill which had earlier 
passed first reading was 
stepped down by members of  
the  s ta te  assembly  las t 
Tuesday following public 
outrage that engulfed the 
entire Coal City state over the 
bill.

In a communiqué issued 
at the end of  an emergency 
meeting of  the pressure 
group held on Wednesday, 
signed by its chairman, 
Chijioke Nnadi and others, 
they said the bill had attracted 
"odium and opprobrium" to 
the state. The communiqué 
reads in parts: "We wish to 

convey in very strong terms 
a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y 
equivocation, that a state 
such as Enugu, reeling under 
a crushing debt burden, like 
most states in the federation, 
u n a b l e  t o  m e e t  a l l  i t s 
ob l iga t ions  to  i t s  c iv i l 
servants and pensioners, 
would ever consider and 
appear to support this rather 
unfortunate bill. "That the 
purported bill has generated 
public outcry, attracting 
odium and opprobrium to 
Enugu State and should be 
repealed forthwith is not in 
d o u b t .  T h a t  t h e  S t a t e 
Governor, must be conscious 
o f  s t a t e ' s  f i n a n c e s , 
infrastructure gaps and 
deficits and lack of  basic 
amenities like water, roads, 
health, properly built primary 
s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e  r u r a l 
communities and electricity, 
to mention a few and should 
prevail immediately on the 
House of  Assembly, despite 
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  p o w e r s 
between the executive and 
legislature, to call off  this 
condemnable bill. 

" T h a t  a  C o u r t  o f  
competent jurisdiction, had 
nullified those outrageous 
payments as pensions to 
former Governors, and those 
States, have already cancelled 
the schemes, we therefore 
d e m a n d  t h a t  w h a t eve r 
b e n e f i t s  h a d  b e e n 
erroneously taken from the 
treasury by Enugu State 
f o r m e r  G ove r n o r s  a n d 
Deputies, be returned to the 
cof fers  of  Enugu State 
immediately, based on the 
subsistence verdicts of  the 
Courts.”

to pay them their over 12 
months arrears of  salaries.

The protest which started 
on Wednesday continued and 
became more intense on 
Thursday, with more of  the 
w o r k e r s  w h o  d i d  n o t 
participate in the first day, 
joining in the second day.

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t 
gathered that all effort by 
them to be addressed by the 
governor on the first day of  
the protest ended in futility, as 
the governor in a bid to avoid 
protesters, used the back gate 
for movement in and out of  
the government house.

Some of  the protesting 
workers, who spoke to News 
Echo on the condition of  
anonymity, wondered why 
the governor had hardened 
hi`s heart, refusing to pay 
them for  more than 12 
months since he took over as 
governor.

Investigation by news 
Echo revealed that  the 

number of  months being 
owed the workers varied, as 
some were being paid and 
later dropped on the way, 
while some who were not 
being paid were added along 
the way without clearing the 
arrears and the circle of  
disparity in payment has 
continued since then.

One of  the workers who 
spoke to our correspondent 

u n m e n  h a d  o n 

GThursday reportedly 
killed three soldiers 

and three policemen in 
d i f f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  i n 
Anambra State and made 
away with their respective 
arms. 

News Echo gathered that the 
killing took place barely 48 
hours after suspected Fulani 
h e r d s m e n  a l l e g e d l y 
kidnapped the president 
general of  Omor and a legal 
practitioner in the Ayamelum 
Local Government Area of  
the state. It was gathered that 
t h e  k i d n a p p e r s  a r e 
demanding N50m ransom.

The hoodlums reportedly 
killed three policemen at 

N e n i  j u n c t i o n ,  i n  t h e 
Anaocha Local Government 
Area of  the state, while their 
security vehicle was burnt. 
While three naval men were 
reportedly killed at Awkuzu, 
in the Oyi Local Government 
Area of  the state, a source 
who pleaded anonymity said 
that gunmen caused heavy 
concern at Awkuzu Junction 
and killed the naval officers 
on duty and carted away with 
their firearms as well.

According to a report, 
three naval officers were on 
duty at the junction when the 
hoodlums attacked them 
around 2pm, Thursday. A 
source said, “Please seek 
alternative route if  you plan 
going towards that axis.  
Please let's be safe first then 
ask questions later.

"Similar thing happened 
m o m e n t s  a g o  a t  N e n i 
J u n c t i o n ,  j u s t  b e f o r e 
Oraukwu. An eye witness has 
narrated the experience to 
me. Police officers were killed 
and their weapons taken from 
them. Their  vehicle set 
ablaze”.

T h e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer in Anambra 
State, who assumed  work on 
Wednesday,  DSP Tochukwu 
Ikenganyia, confirming the 
incident said that he has not 
go t t en  de ta i l s  o f  wha t 
happened .

He said," I 'm making 
contacts to get details before I 
would issue a statement on 
the matter before long".

A senior police officer in 
the command, who pleaded 
anonymity, said “the two 
incidents happened but I 
cannot ascertain the number 
of  casualties at the moment”.

o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
anonymity said, "Since one 
year now, a good number of  
us have not received salaries, 
governor will pay some and 
leave some out. You can see 
this number, still there are 
more of  us on the way who 
a r e  n o t  aw a r e  o f  o u r 
movement today and are still 
in classes teaching.

"With due respect, we are 

pleading with the governor to 
come to our rescue. We have 
l o t s  o f  p r o b l e m s  a n d 
challenges pilling up on us. 
That is why we are begging 
him. We are ready to go on 
our knees to appease the 
governor to pay us our 
salaries.

A s k e d  w h a t  t h e 
leadership of  Nigeria Union 
of  Teachers (NUT) and 
Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC) were doing about the 
issue, a member of  the 
protesting workers said the 
union's leadership had not 
been of  help to them, reason 
they came on their individual 
and collective grounds to 
speak for themselves.

Again, Imo workers stage protest over unpaid salaries

Enugu ex-govs’
gratuity: Foundation
calls for repeal of bill

…Uzodimma dodges protesters
…NUT, NLC have abandoned us to our fate - protesters

By Uzoma Ogoke

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Police arrest 11
suspected cultists,
four robbers,
in Ebonyi

Gunmen kill soldiers,
policemen, disappear
with arms in Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Burna Boy's Grammy Award: Rivers produces
another global champion for Nigeria 

Slain naval officers



Commissioner assures 
Avu Mechanic Village of 
govt’s cooperation

In the bid to fulfill the 
state government agenda 

of  Recovery, Rehabilitation 
and Reconstruction (3R), 
the Entrepreneurship and 
Skills Acquisition com-
missioner has assured the 
artisans of  the Avu ultra 
modern mechanic village 
of  government support.

Speaking to newsmen dur-
ing the facility tour, the En-
trepreneurship and Skills 
Acquisition Commissioner, 
Hon. Noble Atulegwu, said 
that the visit was to assure 
the artisans that the gov-
ernment wants to carry the 
mechanic village along in 
the scheme of  things.

He used the opportunity 
to inform the general pub-
lic that it is only Avu me-
chanic village that has been 
approved for mechanics to 
stay, adding that any me-
chanic who refuses to join 
those at Avu is doing that 
at his own risk, noting that 
motor spare parts dealers in 
any part of  Alaba market 
should relocate to Avu and 

occupy the space. He urged 
them to be law abiding and 
respect government policies 
for the development of  the 
state.

In his remarks, the chair-
man of  the association, 
Azuoma C. Nwakaji who 
spoke through his secretary 
Hon. Bartho Ezike said that 
the association is in support 
of  the plans of  the state 
government towards the 
welfare of  the market users. 
He said that they have also 
itemized their challenges 
to the government, ranging 
from the fact that the Avu 
mechanic village has no ac-
cess roads, completion of  
the roofing of  the building 
at phase 2 and phase 3 of  
the market, lack of  toilet 
facilities in Avu modern 
mechanic village, fencing 
the mechanic village round 
with gates to avoid the ac-
tivities of  land speculators. 
He also called for the provi-
sion of  electricity and other 
social amenities that will 
attract the other dealers to 
the place.
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Pension for ex-governors: CSO applauds 
Enugu Assembly for stepping down bill 
A 

civil society or-
ganization, South 
Saharan Social 

Development Organi-
zation (SSDO), has ap-
plauded the Enugu State 
House of  Assembly for 
stepping down the pro-
posed bill on life pension 
for ex-governors, depu-
ties, and their spouses.

The Executive Direc-
tor of  SSDO, Stanley 
Ilechukwu, gave the 
commendation while 
speaking with newsmen 
in Enugu on Thursday. 

Recall that the bill had 
scaled through the first 
reading at the state House 
of  Assembly before it was 
stepped down on Tues-
day, March 16, after wild 
public outcry.

According to Ilechuk-
wu, the decision by the 
House to step down the 
bill, pending further ad-
justments was a step in 
the right direction. Ile-
chukwu said: “We thank 
the state House of  As-
sembly under the leader-
ship of  the Speaker, Rt. 

Hon. Edward Ubosi, for 
meeting with the peaceful 
protesters who came to 
the House to demand the 
termination of  the guber-
natorial life pension’s bill.

He said the concerns of  
the public were duly ad-
dressed even as the pro-
cess for deliberations on 
the Bill was explained to 
the youths as part of  an 
ongoing process which 
would still factor in their 
opinions. “We are espe-
cially happy that the Bill 
has been stepped down 

pending further adjust-
ments, and appreciate 
the Speaker’s assuranc-
es that the state House 
of  Assembly would not 
pass laws that would be 
detrimental to the public 
well-being’’.

Ilechukwu also appre-
ciated the willingness of  
the House to listen and 
collaborate with citizens 
on their legislative pro-
cess. He also appealed 
that the Water Sector Bill 
pending at the House be 
given special attention 

from the representatives 
for passage as soon as 
possible.

It will be recalled that 
Anaedoonline.ng report-
ed that Imo State House 
of  Assembly Speaker, 
Mr. Chiji Collins revealed 
in a statement that it was 
necessary for the house to 
make a huge sacrifice of  
approving the bill which 
will stop former speakers 
and ex-governors from 
receiving pensions and 
other entitlement for the 
benefit and development 

of  the state.
The speaker noted that 

though they would be the 
first victims of  the bill, 
however, the sacrifice 
worth it most especially 
for the development of  
the state, Chiji reiterat-
ed. We learned that the 
Imo state House of  As-
sembly yesterday revoked 
the 2007 pension act 
which effectively stripped 
ex-governors, their depu-
ties, and ex- speakers of  
their pensions and other 
entitlements.

By Ikenna Orioha

Tenants of  a two- storey 
building, situated at Plot 

45 Egbu Road, Owerri (be-
side APGA office), marked 
for demolition by govern-
ment, have demanded com-
pensation from the Imo State 
government to enable them 
relocate to a better and safer 
place.

A week ago, government 
officials had marked the said 
building for demolition and 
mandated tenants to vacate 
within 7 days. Government 
has said that the house was 
on a middle of  road being 
constructed from Ihechiuwa 
Street (behind of  Relief  Mar-
ket) down to MCC Road.

Speaking to our reporter on 
Thursday, one of  the tenants, 
Chief  Ferdinand Mbonu ap-
pealed to government to give 
them at least six months to 
enable them organize them-
selves financially so that their 
businesses and families will 
not suffer much due to the 
demolition of  the house.

According to Mbonu, “gov-
ernment officials came here 
last week to ask us to vacate 

Demolition: Tenants demand compensation
from Imo govt, beg for more time

within 7 days. This house has 
existed for 42 years before the 
creation of  Relief  Market by 
Sam Mbakwe. It is not done 
in that manner. We did not 
say we are not living. We ap-
peal to government to give us 
more time to prepare for that. 
We cannot just leave. I have 
stayed here for 11 years doing 
business, paying over 20 staff. 
What will happen to my busi-
ness? My customers know 
our address. This is a very big 
problem which gives us sleep-
less night”.

Mbonu, who begged gov-
ernment to relocate some 
of  the willing tenants who 
are into business to ICAPS, 
Egbu, Owerri, where there 
are empty offices on renting 
as they are ready to pay, said 
such a move when consid-
ered would generate more 
revenue for the government 
as well as douse their pain.

Also reacting, another ten-
ant, who did not want his 
name in print, urged gov-
ernment to compensate the 
owner of  the house so that he 
settles the tenants.

“I just paid for rent of  
#500,000 which will elapse 
next year. My six children 

and 3 orphans are staying 
with me here. Others paid for 
two years. And we have no 
other source for new accom-
modation given the economic 
situation in the state. We sup-

port his good work, but the 
governor should compensate 
us. We really need help”.

The Landlord, when con-
tacted said he was not in the 
mood to speak.

Wike describes Asari Dokubo 
as unserious
From Chukwudi Chidiebere, 
Port Harcourt

Governor of  Rivers State, 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, 

has described the former Ijaw 
Youth Council leader, Asari 
Dokubo as unserious person 
based on the recent decla-
ration by Dokubo that he is 
now the leader of  Biafra.

Speaking on the issue of  in-
security around the country, 
the governor reiterated that 
if  the federal government had 
taken decisive action to tackle 
kidnapping when the Rivers 
State government appealed 
for assistance, the menace 
may not have spread to all 
parts of  the country.

He urged the Nigerian me-
dia to stop giving credence 
to the activities of  the likes of  

Dokubo and focus on more 
pressing challenges facing the 
nation.

“I have consistently told the 
government of  today, in as 
much as you politicize the is-
sue of  security you cannot get 
it right.  Until we take the is-
sue of  security serious, not by 
coming on television to say 
we killed 200 bandits, which 
nobody saw. We killed 200 
Boko Haram which nobody 
saw.”

The governor recalled that 
when Rivers State was faced 
with security crisis, most of  
the APC governors in the 
North, claimed he was play-
ing politics. He wondered 
if  they could make similar 
assertion now that they are 
grappling with same chal-
lenge. 

Imo State civil and public servants protesting over 12-months unpaid salary by the State Government at the 
Government House, Owerri, yesterday.

Lawyers suspend court 
boycott in Ebonyi 

L
awyers under the 
aegis of  Law Of-
ficers Association 

of  Nigeria (LOAN), 
Thursday suspended 
their boycott of  Govern-
ment cases in Court.

The boycott which last-
ed for seven days was a 
way for them to press 
home their demands 
for improved welfare as 
they prosecute cases for 
the State Government in 
Court. 

In a statement by the 
chairman of  LOAN, Eb-
onyi State, Barr Sixtus 
Ogbuinya, the boycott 
was suspended “follow-

ing the intervention of  
the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation Abakaliki and 
Onueke branch.” “And 
after a robust delibera-
tion with the representa-
tives of  the Law Officers 
and the leaders of  the 
bar, the Law Officers at 
their meeting yesterday 
announced the suspen-
sion of  the court boycott 
which has lasted for 7 
days. “The suspension 
was to give the bar the 
chance to further engage 
the government on the is-
sues at stake. It was part 
of  the stakeholders agree-
ment that there shall be 
no victimization.
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h o o s i n g  t h e  r i g h t 

Censemble for a red carpet 
event can be an impossible 

feat to pull off. The process 
involves taking risks when it 
comes to choosing the type of  
fabric, the colour of  the fabric and 
the design to match perfectly with 
hairstyle, shoe and bag game 
while considering the theme of  
the event.

The 2021 Grammy Awards 
saw in  a t tendance  var ious 
celebrities around the world.

This edition was a night of  
glam and good music with some 
musicians taking home awards.

While some celebrities were 
applauded for their stunning looks 
on the red carpet, others missed 
the mark. Others also came in 
weird looks got us wondering.

Of  course, we aren't saying 
celebrities should break the bank 
to look stunning on the red carpet 
but a simple and gorgeous look 
won't be too much to ask for.

Check out the list below:

Showbiz/FashionShowbiz/FashionShowbiz/Fashion
2021 Grammy Awards: 11 of the worst-dressed,
scariest and weirdest celebrity fashion styles 
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High cost of house rent worries Enugu 
govt - Information Commissioner
From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of  
Enugu State has 

reiterated his adminis-
tration’s commitment to 
provide more affordable 
residential houses in the 
State, saying the increas-
ing cost of  house rent in 
Enugu is worrisome.

Ugwuanyi who spoke 
through his Commis-
sioner for Information, 
Chidi Aroh, said that 
the influx of  people into 
the state has skyrocketed 
the cost of  house rent in 
Enugu metropolis and 
its environs. He said that 
the state government has 
begun partnering with 
private companies to pro-
vide more affordable resi-
dential houses.

Speaking after inspect-
ing the level of  develop-
ment at HELIU Estate 
along Port Harcourt 
Expressway, Enugu, the 

Commissioner for In-
formation told reporters 
that the state government 
had partnered with devel-
opers to provide houses, 
such as, Elim, Akpoga, 
Jedidia, Diamond, Leg-
acy and many others, to 
provide affordable houses 
to Enugu residents.

Aroh said that the gov-
ernment was commit-
ted to building a better 
developed modern city, 
assuring that the present 
administration would 
provide affordable resi-
dential houses to Enugu 
residents before its end in 
2023.

Earlier, the State Com-
missioner for Housing, 
Enugu State, Vitus Oke-
chi, commended FIT 
group, charged with re-
sponsibility of  develop-
ing HELIU Estate, for 
complying with the state 
government MoU in pro-
viding standard and af-
fordable houses to people 
of  the State.

Special Adviser to Governor Hope Uzodinma on Strategy And Development, Hon Mrs. Pat. Ngozi Ekeji, 
with her committee members when they visited the Ceramics And Tiles Industry in  Ehime Mbano Local 
Government Area of Imo State.

T
he recent food 
blockade by the 
Northern farm-

ers against the southern 
part of  Nigeria has been 
described as a wakeup 
call for the people of  
the south to enter into 
serious farming without 
delay.
Speaking to newsmen 

in his office on Tuesday, 
the Bishop of  Egbu Di-
ocese, Anglican Com-
munion, the Rt. Rev. 
Geoffrey Enyinnaya 
Okorafor said that the 
southern part of  the 
country should not see 
the recent decision of  
the farmers in the North 
as a punishment but as 
a wakeup call to focus 
more attention on agri-
culture.
According to the Bish-

op, the whole southern 
part of  the country is 
fertile and can grow any 
kind of  crop planted 
on it, pointing out that 
he sees no reason why 
the people in the south 
should depend solely on 
Northern farmers in the 
area of  foodstuff  supply 
when their land is even 
more fertile than that of  
the North.

He condemned the de-
cision of  the Northern 
farmers to stop foodstuff  
supplies to the south say-
ing it is barbaric because 
God created mankind to 

Food blockade, a wakeup call for 
South East - Bishop Okorafor

be of  help to one anoth-
er. According to him, the 
attempt by the northern 
farmers to divert the agri-
cultural produce to other 
neighbouring countries 
wasn’t fruitful compared 
with what they used to 
get from the South.

The Prelate equally con-
demned the decision of  
the federal government to 
dole out the sum of  N475 
billion as an appeasement 
to the Amalgamated Un-
ion of  Foodstuff  and 
Cattle Dealers of  Nigeria 
(AUFCDN) so as to ena-
ble them lift the embargo 
on food blockade to the 
south. For him, that deci-
sion is a waste of  national 
cake on frivolity. 

Bishop Okorafor dis-
closed further that Ni-
geria is sitting on a keg 
of  gunpowder for not 
respecting justice and 
equity anchored on rule 
of  law. He pointed out 
that he has always in all 
his Synod charges talked 
about restructuring the 
nation from the time of  
former President Good-
luck Jonathan till date. 
According to him, until 
things are done right, the 
nation will still remain in 
dilemma.

The Episcopal father 
while answering ques-
tions on Igbo Presidency 
in 2023 said that he is 
not too keen about who 

rules the country but 
who will leave sentiment 
and do what is right for 
the entire nation to en-
joy. As he said, there is 
nothing wrong in allow-
ing an Igbo man rule the 
country as the President 
but that his worry is that 
Ndi-Igbo are not united. 
He pointed out that there 

is disunity among the Ig-
bos more than any other 
tribe in the country hence 
his advice for love and 
unity among the people 
in order to get what they 
want.

He also mentioned that 
if  he is allowed to suggest 
to the country on the ca-
liber of  persons that will 

mount the throne as the 
next presidents of  Ni-
geria, that it should be 
young men between the 
ages of  40 to 50 years. The 
Bishop explained that it 
is in this age bracket that 
we have the people who 
have the zeal to do well 
more than septuagenar-
ians and octogenarians. 

The youths he averred 
have no bad blood in 
them as per the issue of  
tribalism, ethnicity and 
religion. He appealed for 
the youths to be given the 
opportunity to take over 
the mantle of  leadership 
of  the nation as the elder-
ly have failed the people 
while on that seat.

The Commissioner for 
Works and Infrastruc-
ture, Greg Nnaji, also 
expressed satisfaction 
with the level of  work at 
HELIU Estate, stressing 
that the state government 
had embarked on urban 
renewal for economic de-
velopment. 

“Urban renewal strategy 
all over the world is an es-
sential tool for economic 
development, especially 
in building a modern city 
like Enugu. 

“The partnership we 
have seen and have in 
Enugu at HELIU Estate 
is a typical example of  
partnership that works. 
We have gone round 
starting from the bore-
hole development which 
will produce 1million 
gallons of  water capacity 
daily after completion. 

“We are impressed with 
the size and technicali-
ties. We are now asking 
that at the completion of  
it, we will like to be part 

Monarch cautions against
women, girl-child 
discrimination
From Dan Maduagwu ,
Umuahia

The traditional rul-
er of  Umutowe au-

tonomous community, 
Olokoro, Umuahia South 
L.G.A, of  Abia State, 
HRH, Eze Godfrey On-
wuka has cautioned the 
people against traditions 
that deny women and the 
girl-child equal opportu-
nity with the male folk.

The traditional ruler 
gave the advice in his pal-
ace in Olokoro during an 
enlarged cabinet meet-
ing which involved his 
cabinet members, chair-
men and chair-ladies and 
youth leaders of  the each 
village that made up the 
community.

The Abia royal father 
warned that forced child 
marriage, female genital 

mutilation, gender-based 
violence; among others 
are offences which are 
punishable under the law.

He encouraged his peo-
ple to practice and preach 
the message of  gender 
equality and carry the 
sensitization to all the 
doorsteps of  the residents 
of  Umutowe autono-
mous community.

Onwuka who also re-
vealed the preparedness 
of  his community to 
come up with a formida-
ble local vigilante group 
before the end of  March, 
adding that they will be 
inaugurated by the Nige-
ria Police Force. He called 
on his people to volunteer 
useful information to the 
security agencies, even as 
he reminded them that 
security required collec-
tive efforts.

of  accessing the water. 
We also see elaborated 
terrain formation which 
is suitable for any kind of  
structure. 

“We have also seen the 
landscape grading, scope, 
elevation of  the roads and 
it’s essentially working to 
maintain the natural ter-
rain of  this environment. 
This is typical of  what 
we see in most developed 
cities all over the world”, 
he said. 

Also, speaking, the 
Chief  Executive Officer 
of  FIT group developing 
HELIU Estate, Loretta 
Aniagolu, said that HE-
LIU Estate is of  interna-
tional standard. Aniago-
lu, who disclosed that 
the delivery of  the estate 
would delay considering 
their traditional system 
of  construction to meet 
international standards, 
assuring that the estate 
would be completed at 
the end of  2023.
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News

Federal High Court, 
Abuja, on Thursday, 

ordered the Independent 
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) to issue 
Ifeanyi Ararume a certif-
icate of  return within 72 
hours based on the result 
of  the December 5, 2020, 
Imo North Senatorial 
bye-election, having been 
declared as the valid can-
didate of  the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC).

Justice Taiwo Taiwo, in 
a judgment, said Mr. Ara-
raume remained the win-
ner of  the election going 
by the earlier judgments 
of  the court. According 
to him, with regard to the 
Appeal Court judgment in 
Abuja, the 3rd defendant 
(Chukwuma Ibezim) re-
mained disqualified.

Justice Taiwo therefore 
declared Mr. Araraume as 

Give Araraume 
certificate of return, 
court orders INEC

the APC valid candidate 
in the poll. The judge ear-
lier in a ruling dismissed 
Mr. Ibezim’s application 
seeking a stay of  the judg-
ment, pending the hearing 
and determination of  the 
suit before the Supreme 
Court.

Justice Taiwo, who de-
scribed the application as 
“an attempt to arrest the 
judgment,” dismissed it for 
lacking in merit. Messrs 
Ibezim and Araraume had 
fielded themselves as APC 
candidates prior to the 
election. Although INEC 
had declared APC winner 
of  the bye-election, the 
commission did not return 
a candidate from the party. 
INEC hinged its decision 
on what it described as 
“several court orders” for 
and against the two major 
contenders.

The Commissioner for Entrepreneurship and Skills Acquisition, Imo State, Hon. Noble Atulegwu �anked 
by members of Avu Ultra Modern Mechanic Village when he embarked on familiarization tour of the 
mechanic.

From Chukwudi Chidiebere, 
Port Harcourt 

Governor of  Rivers 
State, Nyesom Ezen-

wo Wike, has said that the 
approval of  $1.5 billion for 
rehabilitation of  Port Har-
court refinery smacks of  
politics.

The governor said there 
is really nothing to jubi-
late about the approval 
because similar promises 
had been made in the past, 
particularly during elec-

$1.5b for rehabilitation of refinery political-Wike
tion transition period that 
never materialized.

Governor Wike , who 
stated this during a broad-
cast interview, pointed out 
that people ought to bear 
in mind that there is a dif-
ference between mere ap-
proval and actual release 
of  the $1.5 billon  for the 
rehabilitation. 

“I am not going to jubi-
late, because the Federal 
Government said they 
have approved $1.5billion 
for the rehabilitation of  

Port Harcourt refinery. 
Thank God they said so, 
but let us wait and see the 
outcome of  it at the end of  
the day.”

The governor described 
as unacceptable a situation 
where all the re\fineries 
in the Niger Delta region, 
which is the hub of  the oil 
and gas industry are not 
functioning.

“We have had these 
promises and nothing has 
happened. And so, I don’t 
want to start to sing halle-

We have no date for Imo LG election
- ISIEC chairman
By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he chairman, Imo 
State Independent 
Electoral Commission 

(ISIEC) Hon. (Mrs) Ugochi 
Pauline Onyeka has said 
that the commission has not 
fixed any date for local gov-
ernment election in the state, 
saying there are processes to 
be concluded before fixing of  
date.

The ISIEC chairman made 
this clarification while in-
teracting with members of  
Mbano journalists associa-
tion who paid her a courtesy 
visit in her office.

She expressed reservation 
over some newspaper reports 
that the commission had 
fixed June for LGA election 
and wondered where the 
newspaper(s) which pub-
lished the story got the their 
facts and information from.

“Everything has processes 
and based on that, we start-

ed with courtesy calls to the 
heads of  all security agencies 
in the state. Having conclud-
ed that, we have started tour 
of  the LGAs which is part of  
steps and processes leading 
to the conduct of  election. 
The essence of  our visit is 
to ascertain their perception 
about past elections, to deter-
mine areas that need modifi-
cations.

“After the LGA tour, we 
will also invite some stake-
holders to inform them our 
findings from the LGAs and 
also require their input on 
further areas of  modifica-
tions. It is when we are cer-
tain that there are no further 
inputs and modifications that 
we will talk of  fixing dates 
for the election”.

On her achievements since 
inception of  office, the first 
female chairman of  the com-
mission since its creation, 
disclosed that she met the 
commission when it was not 

looking like election manage-
ment body, but has brought 
in innovations to make it 
fall in line with what is ob-
tainable in a well structured 
election management body 
elsewhere.

“I started by creating the de-
partments known to election 
management bodies which 
were not in place at the time. 

I introduced voter education 
and publicity department, 
information communication 
technology department and 
everything it takes to make 
the commission look like 
election management body.

“When the governor ap-
pointed me, he told me to go 
and replicate what happens 
in INEC and more in ISIEC. 

He promised to guarantee 
the independence of  the 
commission, a promise he 
has kept to the fullest.

“The staff  are very happy 
and feel secure. They now 
feel they have an adminis-
trator and are now enjoying 
the benefits of  being staff  
of  election management 
agency. Onyeka commend-

ed Governor Uzodimma for 
what he termed his monu-
mental achievements within 
one year on the saddle as the 
chief  servant of  the state.

She appreciated the gover-
nor for finding her worthy 
to handle the highly sensi-
tive position, promising not 
to betray the confidence he 
and entire Imolites reposed 
in her.

From Godson Nwosu 
Port Harcourt

A 
Federal High 
Court sitting in 
Port Harcourt, 

Rivers State has ordered 
the state police command 
and the disbanded Eagle 
Crack unit to pay the sum 
of  twenty million naira 
as damages for parading 
the owner of  an orphan-
age home after accusing 
her of  running a baby 
factory.

Recall that in February 

Court orders Rivers police to pay woman
N20m for unlawful parade 

2020, the Police com-
mand in Rivers State 
paraded the owner of  
Tender Life Initiative 
Foundation, Chinelo 
Odioakosa -Mmakwe 
and her staff  for alleged-
ly running an orphanage 
home. 

Odioakosa-Mmakwe 
who was released from 
police custody, sued the 
police authorities for vi-
olating her fundamental 
rights and demanded the 
sum of  two hundred mil-
lion naira as damages. 

Justice Muhammed 
Abubakar while deliver-
ing his judgment, granted 
the seven reliefs sought 
by the claimant. Justice 
Abubakar condemned 
the actions of  the police 
and advised that parad-
ing of  suspects is against 
their fundamental rights.

The Judge, however, 
urged the defendants in 
the matter to respect the 
rights of  suspects and 
stop parading them. 

Speaking with newsmen 
shortly after the court 

pronouncement, owner 
of  the Tender Life Initi-
ative Foundation, Chine-
lo Odioakosa-Mmakwe 
said the judgment has 
vindicated her. 

Counsel to the owner 
of  the orphanage home, 
Henry Ekeni commend-
ed the court for protecting 
the rights of  citizens but 
expressed worry about 
how difficult to enforce 
a judgment of  court, es-
pecially when it concerns 
the police.

lujah. Let us wait and see 
based on the approval and 
the statement made by the 
Minister of  State for petro-
leum. We will hold him 
accountable to it.”

Governor Wike said 
before the APC led gov-
ernment assumed office 
in 2015, the APC had 
promised to fix the refiner-
ies. He wondered how the 
government which now 
has  barely two years to 
the end of  its tenure  can 
fix the refineries it neglect-
ed since 2015.

Body of man tied to mast
recovered by Rivers police 
From Godson Nwosu,
Port Harcourt.

Residents of  Abel Jum-
bo street, Mile 2 Dio-

bu Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State woke up on Thursday 
morning to find the body of  
a man tied with a rope in 
both legs and hands to a tel-
ecommunication mast.

The situation elicited 
alarm from the residents 
which attracted the swift 
attention of  the Rivers state 
police command to the 

scene.
Confirming the incident to 

newsmen, the spokesperson 
of  Rivers State Police com-
mand, Nnamdi Omoni said 
the deceased, identified as 
Mr. Onyekachi Onuoha has 
been evacuated and deposit-
ed in the mortuary.  Omoni 
added that one suspect has 
been arrested while inves-
tigation is ongoing. There 
were however speculations 
that the deceased was tied 
up by vandals who came to 
steal things from the mast.
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hances are that you just like 

Cthe idea of  a God-fearing 
partner; you really do not 

want one.
To  b e  G o d - f e a r i n g  i s  a n 

established, transgenerationally-
relevant prerequisite to dating and 
marriage for young Nigerians.

Over and over again it is said, 
emphasized and repeated by young 
people, especially ladies who are still 
waiting to meet the love of  their lives, 
that a God-fearing partner is usually 
the best.

Someone who fears God, the 
popular opinion goes, will not do any 
o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  u n s a v o r y 
relationship/marriage tragedies that 
young Nigerians have come to fear so 
much.

Think  domes t i c  v io lence, 
unfaithfulness, side chicks, wanton 
disregard for marital responsibilities, 
etc.

Practice and experience has 
shown, however, that God-fearing 

ies are common to humans – Leveryone does it every once in 
a while, and to varying 

degrees.
According to Uwanma Odefa, 

women have a special set of  lies they 
tell, and below are five of  the most 
popular ones.

1. Money does not matter
While it is true that money is not 

the primary reason women enter into 
relationships, it is still untrue for 
them to say that money does not 
mean much to them.

The vlogger believes that every 
woman desires the comfort that 
money brings; and while they might 
be willing to stick with their men 
when things are a bit rough, it still 

ere's what you can expect Hto experience in your sex 
life when you've been 

with your partner for a long time.
I n  y o u r  t e e n  a g e,  p r e -

adulthood years when you weren't 
getting any or a lot of  sex, you 
would probably have thought 
about adults and married people 
and got the impression that they 
must be getting so much sex, doing 
it without boundaries and catching 

orgasm after orgasm on a daily 
basis.

But of  course, as you may have 
noticed, as you grew older and 
wiser, sex does not work that way. 
Even in the honeymoon phase of  a 
relationship/marriage, sex is not 
that rampant. And it gets even 
more toned-down than that once 
the relationship enters into auto-
pilot mode.

Especially when it's been a 

while since you and your partner 
have been together, here are things 
you can expect to experience in 
your sex life

1. Quantity down, quality up
Sex typically moves from three 

times in a day to a more reasonable 
pace and frequency over time. It 
also becomes less of  an awkward 
experience to something more 
intimately familiar over time.

In general, you'll have sex less 
often the longer you're together, 
which is fine as long as you're both 
still doing the things that drive your 
partner crazy—and learning new 
ones.

The aim is to steadily get the 
quality up, even if  the quantity 
reduces or not as the relationship 
progresses. Just make it as lit as you 
can.

2. You may need to schedule 
to get

This is because it is normal for 
partners to become really busy and 
get their hands in a whole lot of  
other stuff  that takes sex to the 

bottom of  their priority list.
A s  l o n g  a s  y o u ' r e 

understanding and not too rigid 
about it, it's not a terrible way to go. 
Honestly. And we have written 
about all that here.

3. Absence can create the 
needed sparks

After a while, sparks will no 
longer be easy to come by. The 
newness of  the whole thing will no 
longer be there and creating 
fireworks will need to become an 
intentional thing as opposed to 
how naturally it came at the 
beginning of  the relationship.

So it is necessary to give 
yourselves a chance to miss each 
other. Being attached at the hip is 
n o t  a lw ay s  g o o d  f o r  y o u r 
relationship, as counterintuitive as 
it seems. Being away on a business 
trip or on a solo holiday means you 
will come back bursting with a 
need for your partner that might 

h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

Wrelationships, language 
is everything. 

Just as soon as the wrong 
phrase can set your lover off, a 
perfectly worded sentence can also 
unlock her heart.

If  you're having trouble finding 
the right words to say to the girl of  
your dreams, let these quotes from 
young adult novels say it for you.

Here are 10 sweet things every 
girlfriend would love to hear;

1. I love you from the bottom of  
my heart

2. You are so beautiful and 
angelic that I feel shy taking photos 
with you.

3. You're the one thing I'm most 
thankful for having in my life.

4. I fall madly in love with you 
whenever you say you love me over 
the phone.

5. I can't wait to spend the rest 
of  my life with you.

6. You make my sadness 
disappear with your beautiful smile.

7. You're perfect just the way 
you are and I like it.

8. You have changed me into a 
better man and I am so glad I met 
you.

9. You always know how to 
make me happy.

10. My life is complete because 
I have you by my side.

have not been there if  they were 
sleeping by you on all the nights 
they were on that holiday for.

4. You need adventure!
So it is major key that you 

actively, compulsively seek it! 
Without experimentation and 
trying out new things, monotony 
sets in and that is not what you 
want in your sex life even if  you are 
doing it with someone familiar 
forever.

Move away from vanilla and 
throw in a dash of  chocolate every 
now and then. Life is too short to 
have no variety. So say no to 
boring, one-way-street sex!

5. On special occasions, there 
might even be explosions.

B i r t h d a y s ,  h o l i d a y s , 
anniversaries, these special events 
give you the opportunity to kiss it 
better and do it differently.

does not make it a valid statement 
when such women say that money 
does not matter to them.

2. I have a headache
This is a classic one that is 

always used by women to avoid sex.
In order to bruise a man's ego or 

bring about feelings of  being 
rejected, women would say they have 
a terrible headache when their 
partners try to initiate sexual content 
with them.

Some even go as far as saying 
they are observing a fast.

3. I don't know
Women always know, Uwanma 

says. So when you ask your girl about 
something and she says she has no 
idea about it, “chances are that [they] 

do know, but [they] do not want to 
say it.”

4. I'm fine
When women say they are ok, 

they usually aren't.
Women would rather pretend all 

is well, instead of  opening up on a 
matter that could potentially make 
their partners feel bad.

5. My body count is three
On an edition of  her vlog where 

she shares her thoughts on 'Love, Life 
and Ever ything  in  Between, ' 
Uwanma says women always reduce 
the number of  guys they've been with 
to a figure their new partners can 
'deal with.'

She explains that when women 
downplay the number of  their 
previous 'sexcapades,' it is in order to 
soothe the ego of  their partner who 
might have issues coming to terms 
with the exact number, and relating 
wi th  them nor mal ly  wi thout 
comparing himself  to those past 
lovers.

It's often not about the woman 
being ashamed of  herself, she says.

isn't really what people want. As a 
matter of  fact, the continuous 
demand for a God-fearing partner 
seems to border on hypocrisy, 
ignorance, at best.

It appears that what most people 
want is something else; some other 
idea that describes a partner that has 
a form of  godliness but falls very 
short of  the wholesome concept 
itself.

Here's how;
It is not unusual to see someone 

who desires a 'God-fearing' partner 
to not care how that person treats 
others, insofar as they are good to 
them and them only. It's also not 
uncommon to hear people express a 
desire for premarital sex with the 
same breath with which they express 
the need for a 'God-fearing' partner.

These are just few examples of  
how people contradict themselves in 
the ceaseless quest for God-fearing.

Now this is not an article of  
condemnation. Surely this writer 

can't be castigating people's lifestyle 
and/or relationship with the great 
guy up above the world so high.

In essence, the idea here is to 
point out the disparity between 
what people often mean when they 
say they want God-fearing and what 
the concept of  God-fearing truly 
means.

Being that we all [Nigerians] 
belong to a deeply religious society 
majorly split in lines of  Christianity, 
Islam and traditional religious 
beliefs, the correct idea of  God-
fearing can't possibly sound alien to 
anyone.

Doctrines, teachings, morals 
and values enshrined in the holy 
books all often point in the same 
direction – the standard of  God 
[whichever version you believe in] 
stands sure, unbendable. You either 
get it right, or not.

God-fearing therefore is the one 
who follows it all – proper treatment 
of  others, sexual purity, love for 

humanity and God the whole nine 
yards.

But as the eighth paragraph 
above shows, not too many people 
who claim to seek God-fearing 
really care about this tall order. As a 
matter of  fact, some people who 
claim to desire God-fearing partners 
always insist on dating only people 
who actively break the code of  God 
– especially on sexual matters.

Babe: “I want a tall, dark, pink-
lipped, God fearing partner.”

Same babe: “Ah, me I cannot 
marry someone that does not 
believe in premarital sex o. I have to 
test the goods before I buy them, 
please.”

As has been written above, it is 

either these people intentionally 
practice this hypocrisy or are just 
ignorant of  the concept. Maybe 
don't just know what they want.

In my opinion, people just want 
to be treated right; to have an 
assurance that they are not wasting 
their time and effort on their partner 
and their relationship, and that they 
are not going to be cheated on.

These people, often times with 
good intentions, just want to be 
treated in the best way they know, 
and regardless of  how pseudo-
Godly that way is, they just lump it 
under the umbrella of  God-fearing.

If  everyone thinks really deep 
about it, we'll all see that way too 
many people who desire God-
fearing do not even want that. All 
they really want is someone who 
respects their personal definition of  
the concept.

A n d  a l m o s t  e ve r y  t i m e, 
personal definitions of  the concept 
are either hypocritical, or ignorant.

People are being hypocritical; they
really don't want God-fearing partners 

5 most common lies women tell
in relationships 

5 truths about sex in a
long-term relationship 

10 sweet things every
girlfriend would love to hear 
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e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  

Sdiseases are infectious 
diseases that spread from 

person to another through 
intimate, sexual contact.
Below are some foods that can 
help you combat those nasty and 
painful as hell STDs:

1. Garlic
Garlic is well-known for its 
natural healing properties, and it 
contains antibacterial, antifungal 
and antiviral properties. This 
immune-boosting herb also has a 
chemical compound called 
allicin which inhibits growth and 
even kills germs. To really gain 
the benefits of  this natural 
remedy, professionals say to eat 1 
to 2 bulbs of  raw garlic per day.

2. Coconut Oil
Coconut oil is antifungal, 
antibacterial and antiviral as well 
as being a good safe lubricant for 
sensitive skin. Coconut oil also 
contains a medium chain fatty 
acid called lauric acid that lends 
coconut  i t s  an t ibac te r ia l  
properties. Using a natural 
lubricant such as coconut oil will 
help reduce this risk.

3. Ginger
Ginger has exhibited the ability 
to inhibit the growth and even kill 
oral pathogens. In one study that 
investigated the effects of  ginger 
and antibiotics on the bacteria 
Staphylococcus aureus and S. 
pyreus infections, ginger extract 
emerged as being potentially 
superior. Ginger has also shown 
to have an antibacterial effect on 
respiratory and periodontal 
infections.

4. Pure Raw Honey
Honey has been used for 

centuries for medicinal purposes. 
It is particularly honoured for its 
complex antibacterial properties 
d u e  t o  i t s  h i g h  s u g a r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  hyd r o ge n  
peroxide, low pH, methylglyoxal 
and peptide bee defensin.
Microbial resistance to honey 
has never been reported, which 
makes it a timeless remedy for 
infect ions and antibiotic-
resistant bacteria.

5. Cabbage
Cabbage has shown the ability to 
combat bacteria. Cabbage juice 
has traditionally been used as a 
cancer inhibitor and protective 
agent against radiation exposure, 
much owing to its antibacterial 
quali t ies.Because of  this,  
cabbage is also effective in 

detoxifying the liver, bladder, and 
colon.

6. Horseradish (Ewe Igbale, 
Mor inga,  Zoga le,  Okwe 
Oyigbo) 
Horseradish has been used to 
help treat urinary tract infections 
and lung infections and in 
Germany is known as one of  the 
best anti-microbial foods you can 
consume.

7. Cranberry Juice
Cranberry juice kills bacteria and 
also helps in relieving the 
irritation or pain the person is 
e x p e r i e n c i n g .  B e s i d e s  
consuming fresh cranberry juice, 
an individual may also choose to 
take cranberry supplements. 
Berries, particularly cranberries, 
also help ward off  urinary tract 
infections.

Though there is no complete 
cure, some natural remedies can 
help relieve the pain and various 
symptoms that ulcers illicit.
Stomach ulcers are sores that 
develop in the lining of  the 
stomach or part of  the small 
intestine. Stomach ulcers are also 
known as peptic or gastric ulcers.
Causes of ulcers include:
An infection with Helicobacter 
pylori (H. pylori) bacteria
long-term use of  nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory medicines 
and ibuprofen
Stress and spicy food can also 
exacerbate the symptoms of  an 
ulcer. Although they do not cause 
ulcers, they can make the 
situation worse by increasing the 
amount  of  s tomach acid 
produced.
1. Honey
Manuka honey has antimicrobial 
properties that may be useful 
when treating ulcers.
Honey is a popular, natural 
sweetener used across the United 
States. People who consume 
honey regularly can enjoy a range 
of  health benefits.
Some use honey to speed up 
wound healing, including skin 
ulcers, burns, and wounds.
2. Aloe Vera
Aloe vera is popular plant-based 
oil found in many topical lotions, 
cosmetics, and foods.

Some studies looking at how 
aloe vera affected stomach 
ulcers produced favorable 
results. Studies have also 
shown that aloe vera treated 
ulcers in a similar way to a 
p o p u l a r  a n t i - u l c e r  
medication.
3. Garlic
Garlic is popular in many 
parts of  the world for adding 

flavor to food. Garlic has 
antimicrobial and antibacterial 
properties, which make it helpful 
in fighting infections.
Some studies do support garlic's 
effectiveness in treating ulcers. 
For example, a 2016 study on 
animals showed that garlic could 
help prevent the development of  
ulcers and help speed up the 
healing process.
4. Probiotics
Probiotics are living organisms 
that help restore balance to the 
bacteria in the digestive tract. As 
well as helping achieve optimal 
gut health, they can help with 
treating ulcers.
When taken alongside other 
treatments, probiotics may help 
eradicate harmful bacteria.
People can find probiotics in the 
following sources: Yogurts, 
fermented foods, probiotic 
supplements
Some foods have probiotics in 
them. But, consider taking 
supplements as they have higher 
concentrations of  probiotics per 
serving.
5. Ginger
Many believe that ginger has 
gastroprotective effects and some 
people use it to treat stomach and 
digestive conditions, such as 
constipation, bloating, and 
gastritis.

7 foods that fight STDs 5 ways to relieve a stomach 
ulcer at home using natural remedies

Size matters? The truth about penis stretching
enis stretching refers to using Pyour hands or a device to 
increase the length or girth of  

your penis. 
Most people who consider penis 
enlargement treatments have normal-
sized penises, meaning that they are 
adequately sized for sexual activity and 
urination.
Penises come in all shapes and sizes, 
and they can vary considerably.
According to Medical News Today, a 
2014 study, which included 15,521 men 
from around the world, determined 
that:
The average flaccid penis was 9.16 cm, 
or 3.61 inches (in), long and 9.31 cm 
(3.66 in) in girth.
The average erect penis was 13.12 cm 
(5.16 in) long and 11.66 cm (4.59 cm) in 
girth.
The authors estimated that 5 percent of  
men have an erect penis longer than 16 
cm. In another 5 percent, the erect 
penis would be shorter than around 10 
cm.
Manufacturers claim that products, 
including pills, creams, and stretching 
devices, can increase penis size. Some 
people also consider surgery.
Although evidence exists to suggest 
that stretching can increase your size, 
the results are usually minimal. In 
some cases, they may even be 
temporary so make sure you adjust 
your expectations before trying any 
exercises.
According to Healthline, one 2010 

review reported that men who used the 
Andropenis stretching device saw an 
increase in size with extended daily use. 
Participants used the device for six 
hours per day over the course of  four 
months. They gained anywhere from 
1.8 to 3.1 centimeters (cm) in length.
You can learn more about how penis 
stretching works, how to set realistic 
expectations, and safe stretching 
techniques you can try at home in this 
helpful guide. Make sure your safety is 
paramount and that you aren't 
stretching your body beyond its limits.
Risks
Several structures within the penis 
allow it to perform its main functions 
of  urination and ejaculation:
The urethra carries urine from the 
bladder. It is a thin tube running 
throughout the penis and carrying 
urine out of  the bladder. The urethra is 
part of  the corpus spongiosum, which 
turns into the glans penis, or the helmet 
of  the penis.
The erectile body is also known as the 
corpus cavernosum. It quickly fills with 
blood to achieve an erection prior to 
ejaculation.
The corpus cavernosum surrounds the 
corpus spongiosum, extends from just 
behind the glans to the pelvis, and splits 
into two chambers that attach to the 
right and left ischial tuberosity (the 
bones that men sit on).
Any procedure focused on making the 
penis larger can damage these 
structures, potentially causing sexual 

dysfunction,2 trouble urinating, or 
interfering with blood flow in the penis.

Safe stretching exercises
Before you do any manual stretching:
Ÿ Only do these exercises while 

you're flaccid 
Ÿ Stop if  the exercise causes pain or 

discomfort. Sit or stand against a 
wall or table while you're doing 
them.

Ÿ Only do these exercises once or 
twice a day to avoid injury.

Ÿ Talk to your doctor if  you want to 
hold these exercises longer or do 
them more frequently.

Ÿ To manually stretch your penis:
Ÿ Grip the head of  your penis.
Ÿ Pull your penis upward, stretching 

it out for about 10 seconds.
Ÿ Pull your penis to the left for 

another 10 seconds, then to the 
right.

Repeat these steps once or twice a day 
for about 5 minutes.
Or try this:
Grip the head of  your penis.
Pull your penis upward.
Press on the area around the base of  
your penis at the same time.
Hold this position for about 10 seconds.
Repeat these steps with your penis 
pulled to the left, applying pressure to 
the base of  your penis on the right side.
Repeat these steps with your penis 
pulled to the right, applying pressure to 
the base of  your penis on the left side.
Repeat this exercise once a day for up to 

2 minutes.
To “jelq” your penis:
Put your index finger and thumb in an 
O shape.
Place the O-shaped gesture at the base 
of  your penis.
Make the O smaller until you put mild 
pressure on your penis shaft.
Slowly move your finger and thumb 
toward the head of  your penis until you 
reach the tip. Reduce the pressure if  this 
feels painful.
Repeat this once per day for about 20 to 
30 minutes.
Living
5 myths you will only hear in Nigeria
Nigeria is a country of  myths and 
legends passed down from generations.
Here are some interesting myths and 
legends that some Nigerians hold dear.
1. Whistling at night invites demons
According to Nigerian folktale, 
whistling at night is wrong and could 
have dire consequences. Legend has it 
that whistling is an invitation for the 
spirits. Different tribes have accounts 
of  people who have whistled and have 
in turn been met by evil spirits, snakes, 
occult members or even found 
themselves in strange places.
2. Beating a boy with a broom or 
turning stick
Some Nigerians believe if  you beat a 
boy with a broom or turning stick 
(Omorogun) it would shrink the size of  
his penis. As a remedy, if  a boy has been 
beaten with a broom, he would have to 

beat the same person seven times with a 
broom.
3. Someone walking over your legs
If  someone walks over your legs it is 
believed you will end up having kids 
who look just like that person. How this 
happens  nobody unders tands.  
Pregnant women are quick to take their 
legs out of  the way when someone tries 
to pass.
4. Reincarnation
One of  the most popular Nigerian 
myths is the one told about the 
Yorubas, where the dead are expected 
to return to their family in the form of  a 
newborn baby. Who a child is can be 
determined by its resemblance to the 
dead.
For example, a boy that resembles his 
paternal grandfather will be named 
Babatunde ('father returns'). Most 
strange, however, is their belief  that if  a 
person dies young, their ghost can go to 
another town and live there as if  they 
were not dead, even getting married 
and having children over there.
5. Sun and rain
This myth is another popular one. 
People, especially hunters, believe that 
if  it rains while the sun is out, a lion is 
giving birth.
Among the 7 tallest statues in Africa, 
Nigeria shows up twice 
Statues are just one of  the many ways 
Africans express art and value for 
culture and individuals.
33 metres (108 ft) tall.
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Warehouses, malls, displace 
residents from Aba urban centres
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

Lack of planning: 

e m i  S t r e e t  m a l l s,  

Sgigantic warehouses, 
e x o t i c  s h o p s  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  m a k i n g  l i f e  
uncomfortable for the residents 
of  Aba, the commercial hub of  
South East, Nigeria. Many are 
wondering why old residential 
buildings are been sold, knocked 
down and replaced with semi 
malls, halls, warehouses and 
various business centre.

The c i ty  centre  which 
stretches from Aba South to Aba 
North Local Government 
Areas, is gradually becoming 
non-residential to the chagrin of  
those who knew what it used to 
be. It shocks many that residents 
of  a city with over eight major 
markets and over 30 minor 
markets are being displaced, as 
businesses threaten residential 
homes.

With major markets like 
Ariaria International Market, 
Eziukwu Road Market, Ahia-
Ohuru, Ekeoha Shopping 
Centre, Ehere Market, Uratta 
Integrated Market, Alaoji Spare 

Par t s  Marke t  and  Or ie -
Ohabiam, one wonders why 
streets of  Aba are turning into 
markets on daily basis.

Mr. Lambert Ahukanna, who 
said he is a victim of  the 
situation, told News Echo that 
the poor town planning system, 
greediness among landlords and 
lack of  will power from Abia 
State government are the 
causative factors of  the problem.

He said, "It is unfortunate that 
people who cannot plan 
anything are busy destroying 
what the colonial government, 
old Eastern Nigeria and the old 
Imo State left for them. This Aba 
Town you're seeing was given 
the same design as Calabar. 

"The British planned the city 
perfectly that's why you see that 
f r o m  H o w e l l  C r e s c e n t ,  
stretching out from Aba Town 
Hall, through Asa road axis, 
move from Milverton Avenue 
down to School road have the 
same line of  buildings. No one is 
beyond the other. 

"However,  immediate ly  
Mbakwe's administration left 

and Abia was created, the first 
thing we started seeing from 
1991 till today is a total 
backwardness from proper 
planning. They started with the 
selling of  sanitary lanes to 
traders to use and erect shops. 

"You can own a house in Aba 
while your sanitary lane belongs 
t o  a n o t h e r  m a n  w h i c h  
government sold it to. I have 
suffered the effect of  the reckless 
erection of  warehouses and semi 
business malls all over our 
streets. 

"I used to reside at St 
Michael's, but when that 
peaceful street suddenly became 
a phone market less than five 
years of  GSM coming into 
Nigeria, many have to run away. 
Rooms turned to shops, as 
landlords started increasing 
rents recklessly. 

"Buildings were knocked 
down and converted to malls. 
Today, go to St Michael's road by 
7:30pm, it's like a ghost town 
because by that time, phones, 
and computer accessories sellers 
have all gone home living that 

beautifully planned residential 
areas desolate."

Nze Chrysogonus Ezeibe said 
the situation in Aba has further 
exposed the recklessness of  the 
current South East leaders, 
whom he said never learnt 
anything from the likes of  
Nnamdi Azikiwe, Michael 
Okpara, Akanu Ibiam and Sam 
Mbakwe.

"Are you seeing what's 
happening at Etche road? In the 
next five years I doubt if  there 
will be up to 10 residential 
homes there. Traders at Ahia-
Ohuru are buying every old 
building and converting them 
into warehouses. 

"Abia State government is 
watching this massive relocation 
of  residents from these well 
planned urban areas without 
any action simply because they 
are generating more revenue 
from these traders. 

"Now, do you know why 
warehouses, shops and what 
people call small malls are not 
springing up in areas like Over-
Rail, Ogbor-Hill, Osisioma and 

Asa-Nnetu axis where there are 
spaces? The answer is bad roads 
and insecurity. 

"Yes, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu is 
working on roads, but he's only 
recovering abandoned roads 
within the city centre. No new 
roads are springing up. Areas 
like Umuode, Umuojima, 
U m u c h i c h i ,  U m u o g e l e ,  
Umunkama,  Owerr i -Aba,  
Mkpukpuevula where most 
people bought lands and built 
houses, aren't really secured 
currently because majority of  
those areas aren't policed. 

"No good roads, no security. 
Rich traders in Ariaria will 
prefer knocking down buildings 
at Faulks road, Power-Line, Old 
Express, Samek and Imo 
Avenue rather than moving into 
areas trailers and large vans 
cannot enter. It is the same 
situation at school road where 
Cemetery Market traders are 
chasing residents away."

Aaron Ike lambasted the Aba 
South LGA, Aba North LGA 
and Osisioma Ngwa LGA Town 

St Michael's road now converted into phones and computer accessories market. Aside the blue tall building, the rest still have 

few residents residing in them. And the place is now a Market, away from its original plan.

Continues on pg. 19
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n e  o f  t h e  

Oi m p o r t a n t  
aspects of  Igbo 

culture is the belief  that 
God of  thunders exists 
and that it could be used to 
perform some mystic 
actions just like many 
other beliefs in Igbo 
mythology, There are 
several opinions on the 
effectiveness of  Amadioha 
as a powerful God. That 
means that during the 
clapping of  thunders, 
some day it is angry or that 
it is giving notice of  its 
impending violent action.

This article does not 
involve itself  in the details 
of  celestial components 
and actions but it is only 
involved in discussing the 
Igbo man's cultural belief  
in  the  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  
Amadioha.

When I was growing up, 
somebody came and stole 
a large number of  my 
father's goat and sheep. 
Out of  a herd of  30 goats 
and sheep, they stole 20. In 
the morning when my 
father realized that his 
goats and sheep had been 
stolen, he lamented but 
resolved that he was going 
to  inv i t e  Amadioha  
Ozuzu. His first wife 
Igbonekwu who was 
standing buy affirmed his 
decision.

He quickly dispatched 
his second son to go to the 
chief  priest of  Amadioha 
somewhere in Umuneke 
o r  O b i b i  I  c a n n o t  
remember to go and invite 
the chief  priest. 

On a second thought, he 
remembered there was a 
priest  agent through 
whom Amadioha can be 
invited. He changed his 
mind and re-directed my 
half  brother to the house 
of  the agent of  Amadioha 
in our clan. Although I 
was very young then, 
probably twelve years of  
age I and the other siblings 
of  the family were very 
excited to see how the 
priest of  Amadioha will 
return the stolen goats and 
sheep. 

Echos of culture 
With Dr. Chuks Osuji

Phone no: +234 803 391 9188 Email: researchcom3@gmail.com

My father was full of  
high expectations that the 
priest will return the goats 
and sheep and that the 
culprits visited the wrong 
house. From that day, 
every morning, members 
of  the family and the 
villagers were in high 
anticipation because it was 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  
Amadioha will be in our 
communi ty  to  do  a  
revenge job. 

Quickly, my half  brother 
dashed out to the house of  
Amadioha's agent's house. 
From that  day,  our  
community and everyone 
was ready to receive the 
agent of  the chief  priest. 
Nobody in my family 
traveled out within the 
next four days he was 
being expected because 
everybody wanted to be 
part of  the activity and 
how it will play out. 

I overheard my father 
discussing with his uncle 
Uwa that everything 
needed by the visiting 
agent of  the Chief  priest of  
Amadioha are almost 
complete. According to 
him, they included fully 
white mature ram, one 
fully mature white cock, 
and tender palm fronts. 
These would be used by 
t h e  c h i e f  p r i e s t  t o  
barricade the entrance to 
our house before he will 
begin his action. 

This is because once he 
s t e p p e d  i n s i d e  o u r  
c o m p o u n d  a n d  h a d  
sounded his trumpet of  
v i o l e n c e,  eve r y b o dy  
except elders would be 
expected to retire inside 
the house. On the D-day, 
some of  our villagers 
began to throng our 
compound. Most of  them 
were in groups discussing 
the expected high mystical 
performance of  the agent 
of  the chief  priest of  
Amadioha.

When it looked as if  he 
was delaying in coming, 
my father advised that he 
would not come until the 
sun comes out because he 
would always link up with 

the sun to be sure that his 
sacrifice will be accepted. 
As we were waiting at 
about 11:30am, he arrived 
with pump and pageantry 
with two of  his servants 
carrying in a small narrow 
basket the symbol of  
Amadioha.

As he walked into our 
compound, few elders 
who were outside stepped 
forward to receive him as 
e ve r y w h e r e  b e c a m e  
solemn. It was only the 
oldest of  the elders that 
shook him including my 
father. Because ordinarily, 
t h e  c h i e f  p r i e s t  o f  
Amadioha and all other 
deities did not exchange 
handshake with ordinary 
persons except those 
already fortified.

 He suddenly blew his 
trumpet 'tura tura' (7 xs), 
then began the activities to 
set up a mini shrine of  
Amadioha. When my 
father presented him with 
kola nuts, he did not 
accept it saying that I don't 
want to take anything until 
I have dealt with these 
marauders. It took him 
almost 30mins to set up 
t h e  m i n i  s h r i n e  o f  
Amadioha.

 With the assistance of  
his two servants, the shrine 
was ready and he brought 
his long Ofor from his bag 
and began to curse. As he 
cursed, he focused his eye 
on the rising sun, and with 
the white cock in his hand, 
he raised it up, facing the 
sun as he invoked the spirit 
of  the powerful Amadioha 
to come and deal with the 
marauders who came here 
to take away some sheep 
and goats. 

As he invoked, he sang 
i n  a  c r y p t i c  t o n e .  
Sometimes, talking to 
h i m s e l f  w i t h  a l l  
s e r i o u s n e s s  a n d  
concentration. As he was 
about to conclude his 
invocation and cursed, he 
asked one of  his servants 
to give him his matches in 
his bag. With it, in a 
twinkle of  an eye, he 
excised the head of  the 
cock and sprinkled the 
blood all over the mini 
shrine. After that, the only 
thing he said was, ”They 
are gone.” 

He said with authority. 
Many of  us ran a little and 
far from the shrine because 
we were afraid he will deal 
with the ram the same way 

he dealt with the clock. 
Part of  his curses was, 
”anybody single or group 
t h a t  c a m e  t o  t h i s  
compound and removed 
these herds of  sheep and 
goat will suffer the wrath 
and anger of  Amadioha 
Ozuzu within seven day.” 

For each curse, he would 
beat his staff  (Ofor) on the 
ground. After this, he 
began the process of  
packing his items. He 
relaxed. Then my father 
brought kolanut and a disc 
containing oil bean (Ugba) 
and other little little 
edibles. For the first time, 
h e  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  
conversed with some 
elders. After seven days, 
our father came back from 
the market shouting that 
somebody saw 4of  the 
herds roaming around our 
vicinity. But since it was 
not all of  them, the 
jubilation was limited but 
i t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g .  
Although I heard that the 
leader of  the group that 
stole the goats and sheep 
died violently in the 
market when he was hit by 
a falling tree (this i could 
not confirm) people 

In fact, in Igbo culture, 

Amadioha Ozuzu untill 
t o d ay  i s  a  d r e a d e d  
p o w e r f u l  G o d  a n d  
w h e n e v e r  i t  w a s  
m e n t i o n e d ,  p e o p l e  
trembled. Until today, 
whenever it begins to rain, 
many people run inside to 
take shelter because the 
God of  thunders can 
always create lightening 
which is very dangerous.

I remember many years 
ago when I was doing a 
research for one of  my 
books, Foundation of  Igbo 
Tradition and Culture, in 
order to be authoritative 
and authentic I took a 
drive to a community 
called Ozuzu in order to 
v i s i t  t h e  s h r i n e  o f  
Amadioha. Indeed, I did 
and met with the chief  
priest of  Amadioha who 
confirmed to me that the 
efficacy of  Amadioha 
O z u z u  c a n n o t  b e  
contested by any doubting 
Thomas. Do I need to say 
more????

Nb: this page is for the 
p r o m o t i o n  o f  I g b o  
tradition and culture. 
Therefore, my readers are 
f r e e  t o  c a l l  m e  o n  
08033919188 to  ask  
questions on any aspect 
they want to know more 
about.

God of Thunder
(Amadioha); does it actually work? 

God of thunder
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...displace residents from Aba urban centres

Planning Authorities for the 
situation, stressing that they 
know nothing asides collecting 
money from those erecting new 
structures.

"Why do we have flooding in 
Ariaria today? Is it not because 
someone watched traders erect 
shops on top of  drainages? Go 
to Ariaria drug mart and see 
with your eyes. 

"It is a pity that Abia 
government and their worthless 
Town Planning Authorities will 
watch the recklessness going on 
in Aba. 

"Now see the disgusting 
trends; Pound road, a well 
planned residential area is now 
a market for refrigerator, 
kitchen utensils, and gas 
cylinder sellers. St. Michael's 
road is now a market for phones 
and computer accessories;

"Hospital  road is now 
markets for patent medicine 
dealers, electrical materials 
dealers, Hausa businesses and 
tricycle dealers. Jubilee road is 
now market for spare parts, 
chair designing clothes and 
wrappers. 

"Cameroun road, Tenant 
road, Market road are now 
markets for beverages, packaged 
foodstuffs and provisions. 
Clifford road and School road 
are now spare parts markets as 
well while Cemetery Market 
has also encroached on School 
road heavily. 

"Do you know that Abia State 
g o v e r n m e n t  w h i l e  
demonstrating its hatred for 
education had to give half  of  the 
land of  the prestigious School 
road primary school to traders 
to continue to expand Cemetery 
Market? 

"They also did the same at 

Township School and City 
Primary School where governor 
Ikpeazu gave away the two 
school’s football pitches and 
staff  quarters to his church, the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church 
at No 1 school road to take as 
their property. 

"The church is thanking him 
every day for the gift and 
praying about it without 
considering that they've denied 
children of  poor people in those 
two schools their  extra-
curricular activities which are 
part of  learning."

Pa Wilberforce Okereke, a 
landlord at Jubilee road, got 
annoyed with our reporter who 
tried to ask him why all the 
rooms in his bungalow building 
have become shops for tailors, 
parking store for engine oil and 
people doing all kinds of  
businesses. 

"I didn't chase the tenants 
out, I waited for their monies to 
expire, when it did, I brought in 
t h o s e  t r a d e r s  y o u ' r e  
complaining that are using the 
place vacated by my old tenants. 
They gave me a better offer.

"Those traders and tailors are 
still making use of  it and I don't 
know why this is a problem to 
those who told you about it. Do 
you have a problem with that? Is 
it your house?

"Nobody is disturbing me not 
even government. So, if  an 
ordinary tenant is offering me 
N48, 000-N50, 000 for a room 
per annum and a trader is 
offering N85, 000-N100, 000 to 
park his goods there, I should 
say no that it's a residential 
home? 

"Can you do it if  you were 
me? See, this is business. No 
b u i l d i n g  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  

residential. Anything can 
happen in a building. What 
matters is the offer.

"I suffered to build my entire 
house and as far as I'm 
concerned, I didn't borrow 
money from anybody to build 
them not even government. 

"The particular house you're 
talking about has over 20 rooms 
and I'm using it to take care of  
myself. I live here and traders 
use the other part for their 
businesses. Their noise is not 
disturbing me. I'm okay with it," 
he stressed.

News Echo also came across 
many residents who blamed the 
problem on the proximity of  the 
markets, stressing that the close 
locations of  Ekeoha Shopping 
Centre,  Ahia-Ohur u and 
Eziukwu Road Market is the 
major problem.

Ahamdi Iheanacho said that 
with thousands of  customers 
visiting Aba on daily basis from 
different parts of  West Africa, 
businesses are expected to push 
the city into rapid expansion, 
but that is unfortunately not 
happening.

"The distances between the 
Eziukwu Market (Cemetery 
Market), Ahia-Ohuru (New 
Market) and the Ekeoha Market 
(Shopping Centre) are barely 
five minutes drive from each 
other. 

"Remember those markets do 
not have enough and properly 
built warehouses mapped out 
within them. These three major 
markets are located in Aba 
South Local Government Area, 
within the Aba metropolis.

"If  you're observing what's 
happening, then you'll know 
that  traders  are chasing 
residents out of  Aba South 

LGA to gain spaces for 
warehouses. The question is 
why not build warehouses 
outside town?

"Aba North is slightly 
affected, but Aba South is no 
longer a residential area. It's the 
fault of  our government who 
doesn't know how to plan a city.

"I'm shocked at what I'm 
seeing. Areas we know as 
homes  a re  tur n ing  in to  
warehouses while, the bushes 
are still there around Osisioma, 
Ugwunagbo and Obingwa 
LGAs with minor developers 
going there.

"I think the major issue is not 
just about the markets or the 
landlords, its lack of  proper 
planning. Many homes in Aba 
are minor factories and minor 
markets. 

"Go to Ehi road, you'll see 
that almost all the Printing Press 
there are located in residential 
h o u s e s .  T h e y  d o  t h e i r  
businesses in buildings where 
people reside and you want to 
have  san i ty  and  decen t  
environment? Abia State 
government is a joke."

Obinna Nnadi went on to 
also fault the location of  
markets, saying: "Almost all the 
major markets in Aba are 
located in Aba South LGA 
apart from Ariaria that's 
between Osisioma and Aba 
North LGA. 

"Government built another 
market called Orie-Ohabiam in 
the same Aba South around 
2004, at the outskirts around 
Aba-Port Harcourt road.

"That market was supposed 
to be occupied by all those 
electronics dealers that were 
chased away from Pound road 
because Pound road used to be 

the main electronics centre in 
Aba. 

"However, the poor condition 
of  Port Harcourt road became a 
problem barely few years after 
the construction of  that market. 

"As at 2010, almost all the 
traders that relocated from 
Pound road to Orie-Ohabiam 
began to return. Some of  them 
ended up at Ekeoha Market 
(Shopping Centre). 

"You know that Ekeoha 
Market was previously a market 
for just clothing and textiles. It 
was the failure of  Orie-
Ohabiam that pushed many 
electronic dealers into the 
Shopping Centre and today, that 
market has lost its glory. 

"Orie-Ohabiam is wasting 
there because there's no road to 
access it. Again, most times 
when people build warehouses 
around areas like Umuode, 
Umuojima, Abayi-Ariaria, 
Umuogele or even Ogbor-Hill, 
they experience burglary. So, 
security is another problem.

"Yes, the roads may be bad, 
the markets may be far from 
those areas, but the security 
situation is also a problem in 
different parts of  this Aba."

The implication of  this 
development is a distortion of  
the planning of  the city centre. 
Focus is more on the income 
generating capacity of  the 
businesses located there than 
the aesthetics of  the town. 
Besides, a lot of  inconvenience 
is  generated against  the 
residents of  the area who are 
displaced.

We hold the view that the 
government should take the 
town planning job very serious 
and give the commercial nerve 
centre the right attention it 
deserves as a city that hosts 
foreigners from neighboring 

St Michael's road now converted into phones and computer accessories market. Aside the blue tall building, the rest still have 

few residents residing in them. And the place is now a Market, away from its original plan.

Continued from pg. 17
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fter what feels like 

Aan eternity, the deal 
to  see  Anthony 

Joshua and Tyson Fury 
f i g h t  t o  b e c o m e  t h e 
undisputed heavyweight 
world champion is signed.

The sports world was 
turned upside down when 
Joshua's promoter Eddie 
Hearn let slip the contracts 
were signed for a two-fight 
agreement.

Although dates and a 
venue are still yet to be 
confirmed, it marks a huge 
step in the right direction.

Nearly four years ago, 
Joshua told Fury to 'get fit 
you fat f***' as the former 
world champion remained 
inactive following his win 
over Wladimir Klitschko in 
2015.

Since then, 'The Gypsy 
King '  has  been a  man 
possessed on reclaiming his 
throne in the heavyweight 
division and succeeded 
when he  emphat ica l ly 
stopped Deontay Wilder in 
their rematch last year.

Meanwhile Joshua was 
forced to travel to Saudi 
Arabia to get the WBA, 
WBO and IBF back from 
the rotund waist of  Andy 
Ruiz Jr, who shocked the 
world by stopping the Brit in 
New York City in June 
2019.

Yet the time for talking is 
almost over and soon, the 
lights will dim, the fans will 
take their seats and the two 
best heavyweights in the 
world will trade leather for 
all the marbles.

But how will the fight 
play out? Some of  the best 
minds in boxing have been 
tasked with finding out the 
a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  v e r y 
question.

Mike Tyson: “It's very 
interesting, Joshua is a 
masterful puncher. But you 

can see his punches coming, 
he telegraphs his punches.

“And that's just a recipe 
for disaster if  you're fighting 
Tyson Fury and you're 
telegraphing your punches – 
to a guy whose 6ft 7in, come 
on.”

Wladimir Klitschko: 
“Joshua is a superior athlete, 
g reat  f ighter,  Olympic 
champion.

“Most importantly, he's 
a great guy, who carries the 
torch of  this image of  a 
heavyweight champion 
perfectly. I'm proud to call 
him as a friend, even though 
we were [rivals].

“And I think and I wish 
that eventually Joshua is 
going to unify all of  the 
belts. That's the eventual 
plan.”

Joe Calzaghe: “Tyson 
F u r y  h a s  t o  b e  t h e 
favourite,” he said, “Judging 
on 'you're only as good as 
your last fight', Tyson Fury 
would be the favourite right 
now.

“I think he is the best 
fighter in the world based on 
his last fight. Don't get me 
wrong, AJ is a top fighter as 
well and it's a fight I really 
want to see down the line.

“It will be fantastic for 
British fans and fans around 
the world to see Fury and 
AJ.”

SugarHi l l  S teward : 
F u r y ,  t r a i n e r ,  i s 
understandably leaning 
t o w a r d s  t h e  W B C 
c h a m p i o n .  “ T y s o n ' s 
unpredictable in the ring, he 
does not know what he's 
going to do next,” he told 
mybettingsites.co.uk.”

“Maybe he will just 
come out and just box 
[ve r sus  Joshua] .  Who 
knows what the game plan 
will be. Everybody has to 
t h i n k  a b o u t  s o  m a n y 
different things with Tyson. 

Is he going to come out at 
you or not? Now you have to 
train two different ways; 
somebody coming at you 
and somebody boxing you. 
It starts to get a little difficult 
t h e n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r 
something like that.

“You have to prepare for 
so many different styles with 
Tyson Fury that makes 
things a lot more difficult. I 
am eager to prepare for 
anybody whether it'd be 
Anthony Joshua, Deontay 
Wilder, I'm eager to do that 
with anybody. That's the 
excitement, that's the thrill. 
It's like a rush. It's like when 
you don't drink cola for a 
while and then you take that 
first sip with all the bubbles 
and it's like 'woah' – it's so 
delicious and so good.”

David Haye: I don't see 
AJ winning on points,” he 
said. “If  either of  them are 
going to stop the other one, 
it will be Fury out boxing 
him and AJ not getting to 
grips with him.

“If  there is a stoppage 
AJ, if  it is points, Fury.”

'World class' Anthony 
Joshua answered a lot of  

questions, David Haye tells 
t a l k S P O R T .
“It's hard to go against 
Tyson Fury,” he said. “I 
mean, AJ boxed really well 
when he won his titles back 
[against Andy Ruiz Jr].

“But it is hard to look 
past Tyson Fury; he can 
stand there toe-to-toe and 
have it out with you, he's 
very good defensively, he's 
got a great jab and great 
hand speed.

“I think he ticks the 
boxes in all areas. But how 
can you go against AJ? He's 
got all the belts; he's a good 
boxer and a good dig. On 
a n y  o n e  n i g h t  i n  t h e 
h e av y we i g h t  d iv i s i o n 
anything can happen, but I 
just go with Tyson.”

Johnny Nelson:“I've 
gone public in saying I think 
Anthony Joshua is the all-
around better fighter. I think 
T y s o n  F u r y  i s  b e t t e r 
tactically and the more 
technically equipped, but 
AJ is the all-rounder.

“He can fight, he can 
box and he's an athlete. 
Tyson Fury is a boxer. I 
think both men are now at a 

stage where they've done so 
much and learned so much 
in their careers that they're 
so neck and neck.

“ B u t ,  I ' d  g o  w i t h 
Anthony Joshua because 
he's shown me a lot more 
variety in his arsenal.”

Carl Frampton: “Fury vs 
AJ is very good, I think that 
i t  i s  a  f ight  that  se l l s 
Wembley out twice and 
pretty quickly.

“I think because of  the 
most recent performances 
from both of  them, people 
are saying Fury wins easy. I 
would pick Fury to win the 
fight, not as convincingly as 
everyone thinks though.

“I think it will be a very 
good fight, but I think Tyson 
Fury would win at this 
point.

“[Joshua] redeemed 
himself. Now that is in his 
memory – what not to do 
ever again – Joshua beats 
Fury by knockout late.

“It will be an interesting, 
exciting five or six rounds at 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  T h e n 
Joshua's athleticism, boxing 
IQ and experience would 
overwhelm Fury.

“Joshua would come out 
of  a dust-storm based on his 
experience.

“At this point he has to 
make  a  rea l ly  se r ious 
statement based on [the 
Ruiz defeat]. Redemption.”

“I think when it comes to 
t e c h n i q u e  a n d  b e i n g 
technical, and then you have 
Fury by a mile.

“I think AJ has to go in 
there and go for the kill.

“He [Joshua] might be 
stronger, and he might be 
the harder hitter, but he has 
to go in there hoping he'll 
win the fight.”

“I just think styles make 
fights,” he said. “I believe he 
is the only guy who has the 
tools to beat Tyson Fury.

“He's the man who can 
get close enough, he's the 
man who throws punches 
that are fast enough to land, 
he hits hard enough to drop 
him and hurt him.

“I just think styles make 
fights.

“I believe he is the only 
guy who has the tools to beat 
Tyson Fury.

“He's the man who can 
get close enough, he's the 
man who throws punches 
that are fast enough to land, 
he hits hard enough to drop 
him and hurt him.

John Fury:“Anthony 
Joshua gets the biggest 
humiliating a boxer has ever 
got,” he said.

“If  ever a boxer is going 
to get humiliated, and took 
to school and embarrassed, 
it is Anthony Joshua. Tyson 
is something else.

“He practices what he 
preaches, he's a proven 
product, he has beaten 
everyone in front of  him. 
He's going to be champion 
for the next five or six years, 
easily.”

Pg. 10

SPORTS
'Prepare for the worst', boxing greats
predict outcome of Joshua, Fury's bout 

Burna Boy's Grammy Award:
Rivers produces another
global champion for Nigeria 

Corrigendum:
Regrettably, we had in our last edition of  Wednesday, 17th March, in our 
cover story tagged the image of  chairman of  NMA, Abia State, Dr 
Chimezie Okwuonu in error as Dr. Igwebuike. The slip and 
embarrassment to all concerned is highly regretted.

Editor
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