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NEWS

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

D
etermined to stem 
further escalation 
of  coronavirus 

pandemic in Enugu State, 
the State Government has 
said plan has reached ad-
vance stage to vaccinate 
all health workers and 
other residents against the 
deadly disease.

Executive Secretary 
of  Enugu State Primary 

COVID-19: ENS-PHCDA moves to vaccinate 
all health workers, others 

Health Care Development 
Agency (ENS-PHCDA), 
Dr. George Ugwu, dis-
closed this to newsmen in 
Enugu. 

Ugwu said that the state 
had trained and prepared 
102 vaccination teams for 
the first batch of  the vac-
cination, which would cut 
across all health workers, 
selected strategic leaders 
and some other highly 
vulnerable people. He ex-
plained that health work-
ers, who are frontline 

workers on issues of  COV-
ID-19, would be the first 
to primarily receive the 
vaccines in this first batch.

The Executive Secretary 
said that the vaccination 
would further extend to 
everybody in the state as 
subsequent batches of  the 
vaccine arrive from NPH-
CDA, Abuja to the state. 
He said that the vaccine 
had been moved direct-
ly to the state cold-chain 
store to preserve its effica-
cy.

“We have ensured maxi-
mum power supply; made 
provision for alternative 
solar-powered electricity 
supply to the cold chain 
store, usually used in stor-
ing vaccines, to ensure that 
the efficacy of  the vaccines 
is maintained”.

“We have just concluded 
a two-day intensive train-
ing for 300 COVID-19 
vaccinators in Enugu and 
after few days; we have to 
do a step-down training 
in council areas and ward 

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Ohafia Vanguard 
for Equity (OVE), 
the umbrella political 

body of  the Ohafia people in 
Ohafia Local Government 
Area (LGA) of  Abia State 
has said equity, fairness and 
justice demands that an Oha-
fia man should succeed Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu.

In a statement by its Di-
rector Media & Publicity, 
Comrade Stephen Uduma, 
the group said that Ohafia 
has been in political asylum 
since 1999 especially as it 
concerns elective positions 
in Abia State. The group 

2023: Ohafia calls for equity, seeks
support to produce Ikpeazu’s successor

made the call over the week-
end, while urging every well 
meaning Abia person to sup-
port Ohafia’s project to pro-
duce the next governor of  
the state in 2023.

The group also charged the 
people of  Abia North Sena-
torial Zones, in the spirit of  
fairness, equity and justice to 
allow and support Ohafia to 
produce the next leader that 
will take over from Ikpeazu.

OVE said that the people of  
Ohafia, who are one of  the 
major pillars the state stands 
on today, had been respect-
ful, just and fair to all who 
came to seek elective posi-
tions. They said they have 
allowed their sister LGAs in 

Anglican bishop charges 
government to end banditry,
kidnapping, others 
From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

A
s the Women Min-
istry of  Anglican 
Communion, joined 

other women across the 
globe to celebrate the 2021 
Mother’s day, Bishop of  
Umuahia Diocese, Rt. Rev’d 
Geoffrey Obijuru Ibeabuchi 
has charged government at 
all levels to strive to end the 
spate of  banditry, kidnap-
ping, terrorism, among oth-
ers for a safer country.

The Anglican Bishop who 
spoke during the mother’s 
day celebration,  called on 
government at all levels to 
wake up and tackle terror-
ism, banditry, kidnapping, 
robbery, fraud, hatred and 
hunger in the land. He also 
reminded all of  the pandem-
ic and the need to always 
adhere strictly to all govern-
ment and NCDC protocols.

Ibeabuchi who centered on 
“The Woman you gave me” 
taken from Genesis chapter 

3 verse 12 in his message 
to women ministry, stated 
that  Adam blamed his fail-
ure on Eve and the blame 
game has not changed over-
time as women are blamed 
for everything wrong in the 
family today while men 
congratulate themselves on 
everything good.

He charged the women to 
work hard especially on their 
children’s moral upbringing, 
making reference to Prov-
erbs 10 verse 1, which read, 
“A wise son makes a glad 
father, but a  foolish son is 
the grief  of  his mother”. Ibe-
abuchi enjoined mothers to 
serve as a mirror, a trailblaz-
er, pacesetter, and a catalyst 
that will spur their husbands 
to do right at all times.

According to the Angli-
can Bishop, the theme be-
came necessary now that 
the world blame the woman 
like Adam did, when both 
disobeyed God; Adam pre-
ferred to obey his wife rather 
than God who made him the 

Bad roads: Onitsha
residents cry out to 
Obiano to fix bad spots
From Karen James,
Nnewi

F
ollowing the expec-
tation of  the rain y 
season in Anambra 

state, especially in Onitsha, 
the roads and their envi-
rons have become a death 
trap to road users and mo-
torists alike where gullies, 
potholes, blocked drainag-
es, dumped refuse on the 
road, damaged culverts 
among others have dotted 
the length and breadth of  
the town, the residents have 
cried out to the government 
of  Willie Obiano to come to 
their rescue.

Speaking on the state of  
roads, a keke driver, Mr. 
Kingsley Udeh said that 
the amount of  money the 
government generates from 
internal revenues from com-
mercial motorist operators 
through tickets and permits 
is enough to give Onitsha 
city a good road network 
as obtained in the neigh-
boring states of  Enugu and 
Delta. He said that the An-

levels”.
Ugwu, however, laud-

ed Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi for supporting the 
ENS-PHCDA financially 
to overcome challenges 
of  COVID-19 vaccination 
and preparing the agency 
and its workers ahead of  
time.

The state government 
through the ENS-PHCDA 
gave the first jab of  doses 
of  the vaccine to front-
line health workers at the 
Enugu State Isolation and 

Treatment Centre, Enugu.
The Head of  the Centre, 

Dr. Okechukwu Ogbo-
do, was the first front-line 
health worker to receive 
the jab of  the vaccine in 
the state. It would be re-
called that the state gov-
ernment had taken de-
livery of  65,400 doses of  
AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccines from the Primary 
Health Care Development 
Agency (NPHCDA), Abu-
ja last week.

ambra state government is 
busy mounting street lights 
and traffic control lights at 
every junction without first 
reconstructing the bad por-
tions on those roads making 
mockery of  the whole infra-
structure development poli-
cies they embarked on.

A resident, Mr. Iwun-
na  Diwes who spoke with 
Echo News wondered why 
the government would be 
collecting taxes from shop 
owners in the markets, taxes 
from companies, industries 
and corporate bodies within 
the city, building rates from 
landlords and environmen-
tal taxes from private indi-
viduals and tenants alike but 
cannot fix the roads those 
tax payers use. He regret-
ted the nonchalant attitude 
of  the state government in 
bettering the lives of  its cit-
izens. What do they use all 
the money they have been 
collecting for, he asked?

He noted that as the rain 
starts, the whole roads will 
be death traps to motorist 
and pedestrians alike, add-

ing that Anambra state gov-
ernment must declare emer-
gency on road construction 
and rehabilitation through-
out the Onitsha metropolis 
and beyond to better the 
lives of  its citizens.

Important roads in the city 
with bad portions  leading 
to markets like New mar-
ket road leading to Onit-
sha main market, Okwei/ 
Moor Street road leading to 
Onitsha main market, Ni-
ger street/Haruna/bridge 
head road with dilapidated 
culvert leading to Onitsha 
main market, Ziks avenue 
road leading to Ochanga 
market, Upper Iweka road 
leading to Ochanja market, 
Mgbuka Obosi auto spare 
parts road, Obodoukwu 
road leading to Ogbaru 
main market , 33 college 
road leading to Nwafor Ori-
zu college of  education oth-
ers are internal street roads 
of  Awada, Odoakpu, Nk-
por,woliwo, okpoko, Fegge, 
Akpaka areas of  the city are 
without adequate good road 
network.

Abia North and their breth-
ren in Ohafia LGA as well to 
enjoy their fair share of  high 
profile elected political offic-
es since 1999 till date.

The group called on the 
people to maintain the “Abia 
Charter of  Equity” mapped 
out by the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), as a way 
of  ensuring rotational gov-
ernorship among the three 
Senatorial Zones of  the state.

They said that in accord-
ance with Abia Charter of  
Equity, the end of  Ikpeazu’s 
second tenure in 2023 means 
that power will return to 
Abia North of  which Ohafia 
should be allowed to pro-
duce the next governor.

head over Eve.
The Anglican Bishop who 

pointed out that the first 
man, Adam was more in-
terested in worldly love than 
obedience to God, said he 
(Adam) paid dearly for such 
irresponsibility.

“It is sad to note that most 
men abandon their responsi-
bilities as the spiritual head 
of  their families only to 
turn and blame the women 
when things go wrong. Un-
fortunately, some women 
and mothers have also left 
themselves to be used by 
the enemy to scatter their 
homes and left satan to be 
blamed. They abandon their 
husbands and children to go 
after prophets and men of  
God to the detriment of  the 
care needed in their homes”, 
Bishop Ibeabuchi said.

He further decried the mor-
al decadence in most girls 
and the erosion in their up-
bringing, adding that good 
society comes as a result of  
good families. 

From Chukwudi Chidiebere 
Port Harcourt 

Indigenes and residents of  
Abuloma community in 

Rivers State have expressed 
joy and satisfaction over the 
completion of  Joe Alagoa 
and Elizabeth Alfred Roads 
by the Niger Delta Develop-
ment Commission, NDDC, 
in Port Harcourt Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Rivers State.

Speaking during a pre-com-
missioning inspection by 
NDDC officials, a commu-
nity leader in Abuloma, Mr. 
Goodluck Jonah, said that 
the reconstruction of  the 
road, was a big blessing as it 
had opened up the area for 
development.

He said that the road, which 
was hitherto impassable, was 

Rivers residents laud NDDC for 
completed roads 

now a joy to drive on, stating 
that it had enhanced the so-
cial and economic activities 
in the area and improved the 
living conditions of  the peo-
ple.

Another resident in the 
area, Mr. Henry Tugwell, ob-
served that the road had pos-
itively impacted on the lives 
of  people in the area, as well 
as boosting the activities of  
companies and business en-
terprises. Tugwell, said that 
the NDDC did a good job on 
the road and remarked that 
the project added a lot of  val-
ue to properties in the area.

The leader of  the inspection 
team, the NDDC Director 
of  Project Management De-
partment, Engr. Julius To-
nye-George, stated that the 
1.8 kilometre road, with rigid 
pavement spurs, had substan-

tially decongested the busy 
Peter Odili Road, taking traf-
fic to Woji and Akpajo areas 
of  the Rivers State capital.

He recalled that the NDDC 
Chief  Executive Officer had 
in January inaugurated the 
committee meant to drive 
the commissioning of  com-
pleted projects across the 
Niger Delta region, noting 
that the Commission was 
focusing on completion and 
commissioning of  projects.

Tonye-George said that 
the people of  the Niger 
Delta deserved to know the 
numerous projects and pro-
grammes undertaken by the 
NDDC as an intervention-
ist agency, stating: “People 
want to see projects on the 
ground, especially com-
pleted ones. 
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Happy one year 
anniversary 

Performing Governor 

O
n behalf  of  the management and the entire Heartland Football 
Club, I most sincerely congratulate the executive governor of  Imo 
State, Senator Hope Uzodimma on his one year anniversary in 

office.  It has been one year of  sports and football renovation. In the last one 
year, you have turned Imo into a huge road construction site even as you 

have used your good office to restore the state as one of  the fastest 
growing economy in the country. 

We at Heartland Football Club commend 
you for bringing the team back to Owerri. 
We thank you for aiding us out of  the 
FIFA ban. We appreciate your good 
judgement in solving all our problems at 
LMC. We promise to always support and 

promote your good government through 
good results both at home and away 

games. 

K u d o s  O n w a  
Oyoko!!!

   

to a 

Signed: 
Chukwudi Ifeanyi
General Manager. 
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he above question may Tsound strange to readers 
who may take it for granted 

that the functions of  government in 
any society is given and well known 
by the people. We are not unaware 
that government is that institution 
members of  a society have jointly 
surrendered and assigned some 
roles to play for them to serve their 
best interest and well being.

The above question is till 
pertinent in the light of  the 
experiences enjoyed by a people 
especially in the Nigerian society 
where the people are not seeing the 
presence of  government. It is 
unfortunate to note that virtually 
everyone except the beneficiaries of  
bad governance are lamenting

Gover nment  has  i t  a s  a  
responsibility to protect the lives 
and property of  the people as well 
provide for their well-being by 
instituting policies that add value to 
the people. Sadly, the reverse is the 
case. It is even more painful to note 
that with each passing day the 
unhealthy situations we find 
ourselves keep deteriorating 
without any solutions in sight.

As hopeless as the situation, 
matters are not further helped by 
the fact that those compounding the 
challenges are the same persons 
( g ove r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  
politicians) who were entrusted 
with the destiny of  the people. 
Politicians are so reckless, selfish 
and corrupt that they have shut 
their ears against the cries of  the 
people. 

Things have indeed fallen apart to 
the extent that people are now 
questioning if  there is still any 
values derivable from government 
anymore. Many painfully hold the 
view that there is no Nigeria again 
drawing from the experience that 
the succour and comfort, protection 
and well being the mother country 
ought to provide are no longer 
there.    

Every day we live is strewn with 

various tales of  woes from bad 
economy, political brigandage, 
wastage of  lives and properties, and 
poor infrastructure not able to 
support life, etc. The bitterest of  it 
all is that all of  these are happening 
in a country flowing with milk and 
honey, abundantly blessed with 
huge natural and human resources 
but chose to toe the path of  wastage.

Nigerian citizens in recent time 
have not stopped lamenting and 
querying what the value of  
government? What can we boldly 
say is the value of  government in an 
era the citizen is not sure of  his 
security in the next moment. Life 
has been so devalued that its 
sanctity is so grossly violated even 
when we cannot create one.

Lamentably, the governments at 
all levels have transferred their 
responsibilities to the citizens 
leaving one to wonder what value 
they are adding to the people. As a 
result of  power failure people now 
generate their own power through 
provision of  generating sets. The 
costs on the people are enormous 
and those without the capacity 
suffer inconvenience no power 
supply.

The roads are in terrible 
condition snuffing lives out of  
people through road accidents. 
Through self-help those who can 
are managing to patch their roads.

It is no longer fashionable that to 
see government as we witnessed in 
the past provide pipe borne water. 
The few who can afford it now sink 
boreholes while those who cannot 
afford buy the water. Life ebbs away 
fast with deteriorating conditions 
of  patients who suffer one ailment 
or another but cannot obtain 
treatment for lack of  drugs.

News  Echo  condemns the  
situation we have boxed ourselves 
into and warns those who are 
managing our affairs that there are 
consequences to every action. 
Whatever a man sows he reaps.

What is the value 
of government?
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OPINION

By Abayomi Ajayi

U
terine fibroids are com-
mon and can affect fertil-
ity in many ways. They 

can affect whether sperm and 
egg meet, they can affect wheth-
er an embryo can implant, they 
can affect whether a pregnancy 
can continue, and they can affect 
the growth and positioning of  the 
baby.

Uterine fibroids are benign tum-
ors that form in your uterus. Also 
known as myomas or leiomyomas, 
fibroids come in different shapes, 
sizes, and locations. Some women 
may only have one fibroid, while 
others have many. There are also 
different types of  fibroids based on 
where they’re found in the uterus 
or cervix. Fibroid location is what 
determines whether infertility can 
occur.

Generally, there is divided opin-
ion about why fibroids occur . 
During your reproductive years, 
your reproductive hormones, that 
is, estrogen and progesterone lev-
els are high. High estrogen levels 
promote growth of  fibroids while 
low estrogen levels cause fibroids 
to shrink, for instance, during the 
menopause.

Fibroids have a genetic factor. If  
your mother or sisters have/had 
fibroids, you would have a higher 
risk. In most cases, the symptoms 
of  fibroids are rarely felt and you 
may not know that you have them. 
They are usually discovered dur-
ing an incidental examination or 
ultrasound scan.

Fibroids can cause infertility but 
there is solution

Generally, most women have no 
symptoms of  fibroids, but when 
symptoms do develop, they may 
be severe. Common examples in-
clude heavy periods, backache, 
constipation, and discomfort in 
the lower abdomen if  the fibroids 
are large.

Frequent urination, heavy pain-
ful periods, pain in the legs, painful 
sex, and swelling in the lower ab-
domen are other symptoms.

About one in five women de-
velop fibroid issues at some time 
during their life, however, clinical 
evidence shows that women aged 
between 30 and 50 are the most 
likely to be diagnosed.

If  you are overweight and obese, 
you could be more at risk if  the fi-
broid is inside the womb, it could 
affect conception or if  there is 
pregnancy, it could be lost.

It is not unusual to have fibroids 
removed in order to get pregnant; 
however there could be underlying 
factors contributing to infertility 
besides fibroids. A woman may 
have fibroid and it may not disturb 
her, but if  it disturbs her, she should 
have it checked or removed.

Having fibroid is not normal. Fi-
broids can change the shape or size 
of  the uterus and sometimes the 
cervix (lower part of  the uterus). 
Fibroids could also interfere with 
conception if  located around the 
Fallopian tubes.

You may have more than one 
fibroid tumour but single fibroids 
are possible. Whether fibroids 
cause symptoms or require treat-
ment depends on their location, 

size, and number.
As earlier mentioned, fibroids 

can decrease fertility. Approxi-
mately 5–10 per cent of  infertile 
women have fibroids. Their size 
and location determines whether 
fibroids affect fertility. Examples 
include fibroids that are inside 
the uterine cavity (submucosal) or 
very large within the wall of  the 
uterus (intramural).

Most women with fibroids will 
not be infertile. If  you have fi-
broids, you and your partner 
should be thoroughly evaluated to 
find other problems with fertility 
before fibroids are treated.

A fertility specialist can help as-
sess if  fibroids might be hampering 
conception.

There are several ways uterine fi-

broids can reduce fertility. Chang-
es in the shape of  the cervix can 
affect the number of  sperm that 
can enter the uterus. Changes in 
the shape of  the uterus can also in-
terfere with the movement of  the 
sperm or embryo.

The fallopian tubes can be 
blocked by fibroids that can im-
pact the size of  the lining of  the 
uterine cavity. Also, blood flow to 
the uterine cavity can be affected. 
This can decrease the ability of  an 
embryo to stick (implant) to the 
uterine wall or to develop.

Fibroids are found in many preg-
nant women, but not all fibroids 
get larger or cause problems in 
a pregnancy. If  a fibroid grows, 
it usually does so in the first 12 
weeks of  pregnancy.

The biggest concern in pregnan-
cy is whether the fibroid will in-
crease the chance or preterm birth 
or miscarriage. In some cases, 
fibroids can outgrow their blood 
supply and cause severe pain. 
Hospitalization might be needed. 
Also, if  pregnancy occurs, fibroids 
can change the baby’s position in 
the uterus. This can increase the 
risk for miscarriage, preterm deliv-
ery, and cesarean section.

How fibroids are managed de-
pends on your unique situation 
and your doctor’s recommenda-
tions. Surgery is rarely necessary 
or performed during pregnancy. If  
you conceive after having a fibroid 
removed, you should discuss this 
with your obstetrician. A cesarean 
section may be recommended.

Treatment is decided on a case-
by-case basis. It is based on the 
symptoms of  fibroids and may 
improve overall fertility. How and 
whether you treat your fibroids 
depends on the severity of  your 
symptoms and your doctor’s rec-
ommendations.

Once you’ve been diagnosed 
with uterine fibroids, your first 
question might be if  fibroids cause 
infertility. It depends on the loca-
tion of  the fibroids.  Because the 
location of  your fibroids may be a 
factor, it’s important to recognise 
the symptoms of  uterine fibroids 
so you and your doctor can decide 
on a treatment plan.

If  you are experiencing fertility 
issues, common signs of  fibroids 
include heavy and prolonged men-
struation between or during your 

periods.
Other signs such as anemia, 

which can lead to fatigue, pain 
during intercourse, frequent urina-
tion, constipation and/or bloating, 
increased menstrual cramping and 
stomach swelling are all suspi-
cious.

Infertility due to fibroids depends 
on how and where your fibroids 
are growing. Many women who 
have uterine fibroids go on to be-
come pregnant, while others may 
face difficulty. Submucosal fibroids 
can disrupt implantation and em-
bryo growth, which may lead to 
infertility or pregnancy complica-
tions.

You may be concerned that treat-
ing your fibroids may also affect 
your fertility. Many women are 
told that hysterectomy – the surgi-
cal removal of  the uterus– is their 
only treatment option. Because 
hysterectomy results in permanent 
infertility, it’s not a good option for 
women that want to get pregnant. 
There are other treatment options 
that can relieve your fibroid symp-
toms while allowing your fertility 
to be preserved.

You shouldn’t have to choose be-
tween preserving your fertility and 
treating painful fibroid symptoms. 
If  you are concerned about fi-
broids and infertility, contact your 
gynecologist who would refer you 
to a fertility specialist if  necessary.

Bring back the family traditions
you once enjoyed
By Elizabeth Badejo  

Traditions are fundamental to 
families and society at large. 

People who live together without 
tradition are more likely to live in 
disunity and chaos. Every mar-
riage also comes with its tradition 
irrespective of  customs, religion or 
characteristics. Tradition provides 
the foundation and strengthens 
the principles of  the agreement.

Today, some couples no longer 
believe in traditions and consider 
it archaic. Unfortunately, this no-
tion is having negative impact on 
many marriages and family lives 
as well as influencing their moral 
compass too.
Tradition is a source of identity

Family traditions can bring huge 
benefits into the home especially 
where children form part of  the 
setting. It can provide the right val-
ues and a source of  identity to help 
them find the right balance in life. 
Many children adopt their host 
countries languages and values 
due to parents’ ignorance regard-
ing traditions and the significance 
of  knowing their own true origin.

A family tradition can be as sim-
ple as speaking one’s language 
at home with one’s children and 
ensuring that English which is 

universal is only spoken outside 
the home. This tradition can fos-
ter a deep connection with their 
roots raising their curiosity about 
their own culture and the chance 
to build relationships with family 
members who only speak their 
mother tongue.
Traditions can influence deci -
sions

Traditions can also influence the 
way you and your spouse make 
certain decisions when you both 
understand your past and the im-
pact certain traditions played in 
your childhood.

A Yoruba adage, “Ranti omo en-
iti iwo nse,’’ meaning “Remember 
the child of  whom you are and the 
home that you come from.” This 
oral tradition is there to guide you 
in making good decisions and the 
importance of  preserving one’s 
family values too.
Tradition creates positive mem -
ories

Family traditions are not cast on 
stone. They bring meaning to the 
lives of  the family and are priceless 
too. Creating a family tradition is 
a great way to demonstrating the 
strength of  love within the family 
by engaging in practices passed on 
from generation to generation.

When families come together to 

celebrate at festive periods or dur-
ing family reunions, the tradition 
they once shared as children will 
always set a positive mood for the 
celebration in respective of  their 
differences. Traditions such as 
praying before eating, taking turns 
to serve according to hierarchy 
during family dinner and waiting 
for everyone to finish before leav-
ing the table are some of  the tra-
ditions some families still observe 
till date.
Tradition brings comfort

A family tradition can become a 
source of  comfort to you and your 
children during the time of  grief. 
Tradition can be a simple act that 
connects the family together such 
as holding a quiet family time 
weekly to reflect and share one’s 
challenges. Children need rituals 
and traditions to sustain emotional 
connection with their parents and 
favourite family members.

A regular weekend visits to one’s 
parents for lunch or a holiday trip 
to one’s hometown can be a tradi-
tion for one’s children to bond with 
their grandparents and enjoy folk-
tales sitting on the mat. When they 
depart, your children will always 
have the memories of  times spent 
with them in their hearts to lessen 
their pains and comfort them.

Auction Sales!  Auction Sales! 

There will be auction sales 
of unserviceable vehicles and 
store items at Okigwe Local 
Government Area, Imo State 
on Friday, March 19, 2021 by 
10am;
1. Lot 1 Toyota Corolla
2. Lot 2 Peugeot 505
3. Lot 3 Peugeot 505
4. Lot 4 Mitsubishi Bus
5. Lot 5 Mahindra Tractor
6. Lot 6 Steel Cabinet 3 Nos
7. Lot 7 Type writer 1 Nos
8. Lot 8 Fan 1 Nos
9. Lot 9 Scrapped Irons

 Signed
 

J.C. Uwalaka and Sons 
08033281283
Auctioneer
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

A
nambra State 
C o m m i s s i o n -
er for Health, 

Dr. Vincent Okpala has 
called on Anambra citi-
zens to visit their Local 
Government designated 
centres and get vaccinat-
ed. 

Okpala who made the 
call during the press 
briefing organized by the 
Anambra State Covid-19 
Action Team in collabo-
ration with the Anambra 
State Primary Health 
Development Agency to 
journalists on Tuesday 
in Awka, stated that, “it 
is no longer news that on 
March 2nd, Nigeria took 
delivery of  an estimat-
ed 4million doses of  the 
Oxford/Astra Zeneca 
COVID-19 Vaccine, out 

of  which Anambra state 
received 78,810 doses”. 

The vaccine we have re-
ceived is the product of  a 
rigorous scientific process 
and has been certified as 
safe by multiple agencies 
abroad. 

The commissioner 
while urging stakeholders 
at various levels to sup-
port in sensitizing their 

subjects on the benefits of  
proposed vaccine intro-
duced noted that the vac-
cine will be at designa-
tion health facilities with 
an average of  3-5 vacci-
nation centres per Local 
Government Areas.

Also speaking, the Exec-
utive Secretary, Anambra 
Primary Health Care De-
velopment Agency, Hon. 

Go, get vaccinated, commissioner 
tasks Anambra citizens

Gregory University, Uturu, Abia State chancellor and founder, Prof. Gregory 
Ibe reading and admiring a copy of the ever-refreshing News Echo 
newspaper.

Anambra Commissioner of 
Police resuscitates public 
complaint unit 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
nambra State 
Commissioner 
of  Police, Mon-

day Bala Kuryas has ap-
proved the resuscitation 
of  Anambra State Police 
Public Complaint Bu-
reau (PCB).
The Police Public Re-

lations Officer (PPRO) 

of  the command, Har-
una Mohammed (CSP) 
disclosed this in a press 
statement. According 
to Mohammed, the unit 
will among others re-
ceive, process and inves-
tigate complaints from 
members of  the public 
through electronic and 
social media platforms 
about police miscon-
duct and other sundry 

complaints, as well as 
investigate sensitive and 
special cases through 
complaints and petitions 
under the direct supervi-
sion of  the Commission-
er of  Police.
The PPRO said that the 

unit will also investigate 
cases of  piracy, intellec-
tual theft and perform 
other duties as may be 
directed by the CP.

He urged members of  
the public who have gen-
uine complaint, informa-
tion or suggestions to feel 
free to avail same through 
the following mediums, 
facebook: Anambra Po-
lice Public Complaints 
and Anti-Piracy unit, 
Gmail: appcapanambra-
command@gmail.com, 
call/WatsApp Message. 

Chioma Ezenyimulu said 
“we are happy that An-
ambra has joined the rest 
of  the world in rolling out 
the COVID-19 vaccine”. 
She noted that they have 
sensitized people on the 
vaccination which will be 
carried out in four stages 
beginning with the front-
line health workers. 

 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he choice of  Hon. 
Mascot Uzor Kalu 
as the candidate of  

All Progressive Congress 
(APC) for the March 27 
Bye-election in the Aba 
North/South federal con-
stituency in Abia State has 
assumed a new dimension 
as Chief  Don Ubani, former 
Commissioner in the state 
has taken a controversial 
position.

Reacting to Mascot’s tri-
umph in the APC primary 
elections, a former Com-
missioner for Information, 

Mascot can’t replace 
Ossy Prestige
– Ex-commissioner 

Chief  Don Ubani has con-
demned the choice of  APC 
to field Kalu, alleging that 
any eventual victory by the 
candidate would allegedly 
“drag Abians back to Egypt.

Chief  Ubani in a letter he 
circulated to media houses 
on Monday claimed that 
Aba constituents needed a 
consummate representative.

It would be recalled that 
Hon. Mascot Uzor Kalu 
was the first Chief  of  staff  
to then Governor Theo-
dore Orji but later resigned 
his job during the faceoff  
between the ex-governor 
and his political godfather, 
Kalu.

From Dan Maduagwu 
Umuahia

A boundary clash between 
the Ugbo village in Aro-

chukwu LGA of  Abia and 
Nkpanja in Ibiono  Ibom 
LGA of  Akwa Ibom States 
has  allegedly claimed one life 
while 15 persons are said to 
be missing.

This development was 
made known to journalists by 
a community leader in Ugbo, 
Mazi Jerry Onwunere.

Onwunere who expressed 
concern over the safety of  his 
missing kinsmen, cried out to 
Abia State government and 
security agencies to arrest 
the situation.  He regretted 
that his community had been 
thrown into fear, as the entire 
area was now like a ghost 
town.

Confirming the clash, the 

Abia, Akwa Ibom clash:
Headless body recovered,
15 persons missing 

Police Public Relations Of-
ficer (PPRO), Mr. Geoffrey 
Ogbonna stated that the 
headless body of  the victim 
had been recovered and de-
posited in mortuary. He add-
ed that policemen from both 
States had been mobilized 
to the area to restore peace 
while assuring that normal-
cy was returning to the area. 
It was not however known 
if  the dead victim was from 
Ugbo or Ikpanja .

It would be recalled that a 
lawmaker representing  Ik -
wuano constituency in Abia 
State House of  Assembly, 
Hon. Stanley Nwabuisi had 
last week on the floor of  the 
parliament, alleged that 28 of  
his kinsmen of  Ariam Usaka  
had lost their lives after being 
attacked by alleged invaders 
from some towns of  Akwa 
Ibom State.`

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Panel of  
Inquiry on Police 
Brutality, Extra 

Judicial killings and other 
related matters, presided 
over by the Retired former 
Chief  Judge of  Abia State, 
Hon. Justice Sunday Imo, 
has swung into action to 
unravel why a 29- years- 

Family petitions Abia judicial panel on 
missing Keke rider

old Keke rider, Mr. Ezen-
woke Omelihu, who was 
alleged to have been arrest-
ed by a team of  police men 
on June 17, 2020, around 
11pm from his yard, has 
not been seen, since that 
fateful night.

To help the panel to un-
ravel the mystery, the wom-
an who was alleged to have 
been arrested alongside 
Ezenwoke, Mrs. Ejike, 

from the same yard and 
time, has been subpoenaed 
to appear before the panel 
on March 24, 2021, to as-
sist the panel to know ex-
actly what happened.

Retired Justice lmo gave 
the order when the uncle 
of  the Keke rider, Prince 
Nwaoguegbe Nwankwo 
was narrating various ef-
forts the family is making 
to find his cousin.

By Jennifer John 

As part of  activities 
marking the one year 

in office of  Governor Hope 
Uzodimma’s administration, 
the state government has 
named the newly constructed 
World Bank-Federal Secretar-
iat Road after President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

Speaking during the com-
missioning and unveiling of  
the road, Imo State Gover-
nor, Senator Hope Uzodim-
ma said the state executive 
council unanimously agreed 
to name the road “President 
Muhammadu Buhari Road”. 
Uzodimma said the achieve-
ments of  his government, be-
ing celebrated was influenced 
by the sterling leadership 
qualities of  President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

He appreciated the presi-
dent for finding time from his 
busy schedule to honour the 
one year in office celebration 
with his presence through 

Imo govt. names World 
Bank-Federal Secretariat 
Road after Buhari

zoom.
Commissioning the road 

through zoom connection, 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari ascribed all human suc-
cesses and accomplishments 
to God and lauded Uzo-
dimma for his myriads of  
achievements within one year 
in office, especially in the area 
of  road construction.

“I must commend the 
state government, under the 
leadership of  Senator Hope 
Uzodimma for setting an am-
bitious target and within just 
one year in office completing 
the Assumpta-PortHarcourt 
Road, the World Bank-Feder-
al Secretariat Road and many 
more”.

Speaking, the commission-
er for works, Ralph Nwosu 
pointed out that the Assump-
ta-PortHarcourt Road was in 
total state of  disrepair before 
the inception of  the Uzodim-
ma led administration, but 
has been constructed within 
one year in office of  the ad-
ministration.
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h e  f e d e r a l Tgovernment may 
review downward 

the prohibitive prices of  gas 
in the country, following the 
submission of  a report to 
that effect by the Ministry 
of  Petroleum Resources in 

ov. Nyesom Wike of  

GRivers has urged the 
C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  

Nigeria (CBN) to extend its 
agriculture development loan 
schemes to the state.

Wike made the call on 
Monday in Port Harcourt 
when the Minister of  State for 
A g r i c u l t u r e,  a n d  Ru r a l 
Development Mr Mustapha 
Shehuri visited him.

The governor said that the 
CBN was being political in the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
agriculture loan.

“We are among the states 
being denied access to loans 
m e a n t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e 
development.

“I t  i s  wrong to  p lay 
politics with certain issues, we 
should be dispassionate in 
implementing this kind of  
programme,” he said.

Wike said that the CBN 

ought to partner the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e 
implementation of  the loan 
scheme.

“This is a scheme that will 
enhance food security, create 
jobs and promote youth 
empowerment.

“In an atmosphere devoid 
of  politics, we should be 
working together, we need to 
benefit from this loan,” he 
said.

Earl ier,  the minister, 
Shehuri said he was in the 
state to inspect ongoing 
agriculture projects in the 
state.

He expressed the Federal 
Government's readiness to 
support the state to achieve its 
potentials in agriculture.

“We are willing to support 
farmers in the state to access 
new technologies, improve 
varieties and other support 
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  i m p r ove d 
farming,” he said. 

about the high prices of  the 
product which currently 
range between N5, 000 and 
N 5 , 5 0 0  f o r  a  1 2 -
kilogramme container of  
Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG).

In June last year, the 

liberalise the sector for more 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  g e t 
involved.

He opined that this 
would enable the sector to 
grow and attract more 
investment with accelerated 
development in the entire 
g a s  v a l u e  c h a i n  a n d 
reaffirmed that Nigeria has 
abundant gas resources in 
its reserves with a total of  
203 trillion cubic feet of  
proven reserves and 600 
TCF of  possible reserves.

A statement by the 
D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r  o f  

Abuja.
D e s p i t e  t h e 

government's much-touted 
focus on gas as a cleaner 
source of  energy, especially 
to  d i scourage  the  use 
firewood by Nigerians, 
there have been complaints 

g o ve r n m e n t  s e t  u p  a 
committee to recommend 
an appropriate pricing 
framework for the strategic 
s e c t o r s  o f  N i g e r i a ' s 
domestic market, including 
for retail and industrial uses.

While receiving the 
report at the headquarters 
of  the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), Minister of  State 
for Petroleum Resources, 
Mr. Timipre Sylva, said that 
the purpose of  the entire 
report was to reduce the 
price of  gas in order to 

Information at the ministry, 
B o b - M a n u e l  E n e f a a , 
quoted the minister as 
emphasizing that revising 
the  pr ices  would  g ive 
Nigerians more options, 
whether for domestic uses 
or otherwise, stressing that 
some persons could decide 
to opt for auto-gas, for 
instance instead of  petrol.

The Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), which 
measures inf lation 

increased by 17.33 per cent 
(year-on-year) in February 
2021, compared to16.47 per 
cent in the preceding month, 

according to 
the National 
B u r e a u  o f  
S t a t i s t i c s 
(NBS).

It said the 
0 . 8 6 
pe rcen tage 
i n c r e a s e 
f o l l o w e d 
u p w a r d s 
p r i c e 
adjustments 

in the food and core indexes – 
which determine inflation.

The composite food index 
rose by 21.79 per cent in 
February compared to 20.57 
per cent in January. 

According to the CPI report 

for February, which was 
released Tuesday, the rise in 
the food index was caused by 
increases in prices of  bread 
and cereals, potatoes, yam 
and other tubers, meat, food 
products, fruits, vegetable, fish 
and oils and fats. 

On the other hand, core 
inflation, which excludes the 
prices of  volatile agricultural 
produce stood at 12.38 per 
cent in February from 11.58 
per cent in the preceding 
month.

FG gets report on gas affordability,
may slash prices

Wike urges CBN to extend
agriculture loan to Rivers 

Inflation rises to 17.33%

Gov. Babajide Sanwo-Olu (centre) signing the agricultural loan approved by the
CBN for Lagos State recently.

Gas plant



Cr   me Watch

esidents of  Nkpogu Rcommunity within 
T r a n s - A m a d i 

Layout in Port Harcourt 
City Local Government 
Area of  Rivers State have 
lamented over the level of  

nknown gunmen 

Uon Monday night 
r e p o r t e d l y 

kidnapped the priest in 
c h a r g e  o f  S t .  Jo h n ' s 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h , 
Obinomba in Ukwuani 
Local Government Area of  
Delta State.

T h e  p r i e s t  s i m p l y 
ident i f i ed  as  Rev.  Fr. 
Harrison, was said to have 
been kidnapped at about 
8p.m. as he was meandering 
a bad spot in Oria-Abraka, 
E t h i o p e  E a s t  L o c a l 
Government Area of  the 
state when he was returning 
to base from Warri in his 
Highlander Jeep.

Witnesses said that the 
k i d n a p p e r s  s h o t 
sporadically into the air to 
scare away passers-by at the 
scene of  the operation just 
as they also prevented 

possible resistance.
It was gathered that the 

abductors abandoned the 
cleric's car at the scene of  
the incident as they whisked 
him away.

A vigilante said, “It 
looked like they came to 
fight a war.”

“We have so far picked 
about 15 shells which are 
bullets from their AK-47 
rifles.”

Policemen from Abraka 
Division later raced to the 
scene of  the incident, 
apparently with a view to 
strategizing on a possible 
rescue mission for the 
abducted cleric.

The acting Police Public 
Relations Officer for Delta 
State  Command,  DSP 
Edafe Bright, could not be 
reached as of  the time of  
filing this report.

been arrested by the police, 
cars parked along the road 
and some properties were 
vandalized.

Some residents, who 
spoke on the incident, 
narrated how members of  
the taskforce first stormed 
the market, destroyed goods 

n a m b r a  S t a t e 

APolice Command 
s a i d  i t  h a s 

uncovered a baby factory in 
Otolo Nnewi, the industrial 
city of  the state.

It said it also rescued 
four pregnant young girls in 
a brothel where they were 
kept to produce children for 
the baby factory owner.

T h e  s p o k e s p e r s o n , 
Haruna Mohammed, who 
d i s c l o s e d  t h e s e  i n  a 
statement, said the baby 
factory owner, one Gladys 
N w o r i e  I k e g w u o n u , 
presently at large, was 
behind the recent attempted 
kidnap of  a four-year- old 
boy by two men on a 
motorcycle in the area.

He said the suspect also 

operated the brothel where 
she kept the rescued girls 
awaiting customers on 
delivery.

He said: “It would be 
recalled that on 11/3/2021, 
there was a report at the 
A r e a  C o m m a n d 
Headquarters, Nnewi, that 
a 4-year old child of  St 
Joseph's School, Otolo 
Nnewi, was returning home 
from School in company of  
his siblings when two men 
on a motorcycle grabbed 
the child and zoomed off  
with him.

“However, the child was 
r e s c u e d  b y  s o m e 
commercial motorcyclists 
w h o  p u r s u e d  a n d 
eventually arrested the 
s u s p e c t s  a t  A k a m i l i 

Community, Nnewi.
“ P r e l i m i n a r y 

investigations conducted by 
the Police revealed that the 
suspects who were beaten to 
stupor by an angry mob 
( o n e  o f  w h o m  w a s 
confirmed dead), were sent 
by one Gladys Nworie 
Ikegwuonu, presently at 
large, who also operates a 
baby factory and a brothel 
by keeping young girls and 
getting them impregnated 
after which she sells the 
children to her waiting 
customers.

“Two suspects arrested 
are Abuchi Ani, 'M', aged 
32 years,  of  Ohazora, 
Ebonyi State, and Emeka 
Ikegwuonu, 'M', 49 years, 
of  Akabukwu, Nnewi, 

Anambra State.
“Consequently, four 

pregnant young girls were 
r e s c u e d  a s  f o l l ow s : 
Chisom Okoye (20) of  
M g b a n e z e  I s u  a n d 
Chinecherem Clement 
(18) of  Agbaebo Isu, 
Blessing Ogbonna (21) of  
Nkwagu Isu of  Onicha 
LGA, Ebonyi State and 
Blessing Njoku (21) of  
Mgbaneze Isu, all of  
O n i c h a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  
Ebonyi State and residing 
at Cool Joint bar, Nnewi.”

Mohammed further 
assured efforts were on to 
a r r e s t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l 
suspect, Gladys Nworie 
Ikegwuonu of  Ohaozora, 
Ebonyi State, in order to 
b r ing  her  and  o ther 
accomplices to justice.

agency to be introduced by 
the government we voted 
for. We therefore, call for an 
end to Taskforce for the 
interest of  the safety of  the 
lives and properties of  
Rivers People.”

But reacting to the 
allegations, the Cordinator 

damage encured from the 
operation of  the state 
taskforce on illegal street 
trading and motor park.

According to reports 
that while over 12 youths 
in the community have 

and other proper ties, 
b e f o r e  i nva d i n g  t h e 
junc t ion  where  they 
chased tricycle riders.

O n e  o f  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y  y o u t h s 
identified as Azundah, 
expressed concern that, 
“this is not the type of  

of  the Taskforce, Felix 
Nwadibeyi said that, 
“Nkpogu community 
youths first attacked my 
team before I called for 
reinforcement from other 
teams and security to 
rescue those that were 
held hostage.”
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Youths clash with Rivers taskforce in Port Harcourt

Baby factory owner flees as police
rescue four pregnant girls

Gunmen kidnap Catholic
priest in Delta community

One of the victims of the clash (L) and incurred damagesOne of the victims of the clash (L) and incurred damagesOne of the victims of the clash (L) and incurred damages
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By Ezeobi Abuchi 

T
hese two sets of  peo-
ple are one of  the most 
misunderstood, in Igbo 

societies. It is mostly because 
we were told by different 
foreign religious groups that 
these people are possessed 
by evil spirits and demons. It 
is normal in today’s society, 
to look at these people and 
relate with them from a safe 
distance. This is because of  
fear that they will harm us or 
misconception that they are 
not normal. 
But who are these people 

and why are they viewed 
with such fear, mistrust and 
disdain today? First before 
I go on, I want to make it 
clear that these two sets of  
people are different. Again, 
care must be taken to sepa-
rate them from people, who 
has other spiritual or mental 
problems. It is because it is 
common to lump all of  them 
together as one and the same 
people.
Mmuo mmiri or mammy 

water:  as some use to call 
them, are groups of  people 
that has water or marine spir-
its. In the water like in any 
other thing in this world, 
there is good and bad spirits. 
It depends on the one which 
the person is aligned to.  This 
will determine whether he or 
she is good or bad. 
People have different spirits 

in them, so it is not every-
body that comes from the 
marine world. These peo-
ple from marine world are 
required to perform certain 
rituals, to harmonize them-
selves or separate themselves 
from marine world so that 
they can go on with the kind 
of  life they choose to live. 
But recently due to our re-

ligious inclinations, they are 
largely left to the mercy of  
these powers. If  the person is 
not steadfast to their obliga-
tions, they can do some dam-
age to the person. By denying 
their influences or existence 
on the lives of  those who are 
born this way, some religious 
groups see it as devilish. This 
has resulted in some very ex-
pensive consequences in the 
lives of  these people and their 
families. 
Normally in a typical Afri-

can community, when a child 
is born, the parents usually 
go to the Afa (Divination) 
to find out about the child: 

Ogbanje, mermaid spirits are special 
beings, not to be demonized

where the child comes from, 
who reincarnated him or 
her and destiny of  the child. 
But Christianity has virtually 
wiped out these traditions, 
and this has resulted in the 
chaos we are living with to-
day. Normally when parents’ 
finds out about their child, 
they are prepared to do the 
necessary things for the child 
as this will help make things 
easy for the child.
This is largely the reason to-

day in Igbo land; many peo-
ple hardly see any success 
in whatever they are doing 
until the age of  30 some peo-
ple only finds out very late 
in their lives. Through many 
difficulties and experiences, 
they are forced to look for 
solutions. And this is when 
they are told what to do, but 
many of  them because of  fear 
of  what people will say keeps 
these things as secret because 
they belong to one religious 
sect or another. 
And the younger ones will 

be looking up to them as ex-
amples, without knowing 
that these people have secrets 
which they do not want peo-
ple to know.
Ogbanje are different kind 

of  people from ndi mmuo 
mmiri, they are people with 
extra sensory perceptions 
from infra world. They com-
municate between the physi-
cal world and spiritual world, 
they are gifted people. Most 
of  them end up as Dibia (na-
tive doctors) or Ezenwanyi 
(marine spirit consultants), 
and their lives in most cas-
es are slightly different from 
normal people. They see, do 
things and behave differently 
from normal people, because 
of  their nature.
The adopted foreign religion 

in Igbo land designated these 
people as being possessed by 
demons. People started see-
ing them and treating them as 
such. Today anybody labeled 
as an Ogbanje is treated with 
suspicion. There cases of  chil-
dren who are born and they 
died early, and their parents at 
a point decided to give them 
mark at birth so that they can 
stay. The belief  is that if  they 
are not complete that they 
will not be accepted back in 
the spirit world. 
They myth and superstition 

surrounding Ogbanje, can be 
understood if  we remove the 
information given through 
indoctrination and religious 

bias associated with these 
people. We may understand 
one or two things very useful 
about these people, but many 
parents has subjected their 
children to numerous suffer-
ing. 
They take them from one 

church to the other, where 
they are promised that they 
will drive out the evil spirit 
that possessed their child. In 
most cases these things results 
in the child been rebellious 
and the parents will interpret 
the change in behaviour as 
signs of  possession. All over 
the world there are Ogban-
je people, they are known as 
mediums. 
They sense, see, touch, 

smell and communicate with 
the things outside this world 
which an ordinary person will 
not see. But because in Africa 
we are indoctrinated and told 
that they are evil, we see and 
treat them as such. But most 
of  us feel comfortable when 
we watch, those that appear 
on television channels as me-
diums only because they are 
whites. 
Who is a medium and how 

are they different from Og-
banje?
Ogbanje is a medium who 

has the ability to commu-

nicate with the two worlds, 
but sometimes bullying and 
our social outcast systems we 
normally subject these people 
to has resulted in harms to 
their spirit and gifts.
This post is not about reli-

gion or paganism, as some 
people will think. But it is 
about how we had allowed 
others to define us and weak-
en us by distancing us from 
the things that made us 
strong. When you see major-
ity of  people today in Igbo 
land, they fill religious gath-
ering to the brim. Looking for 
solutions to their problems, 
these religious fraudster feeds 
on their ignorance.
Making money out of  their 

misery and ignorance, they 
end up living lives of  mi-
serliness. Only very few are 
lucky enough to find solution 
to their problem and ignor-
ing what the society will say. 
They keep it as their secrets. 
This has resulted in many 
people engaging in horrific 
human rituals to succeed fi-
nancially. And in most case 
they pay higher prices with 
their lives and it is fact that 
they never live a happy life. 
It is important to note that, if  
one lives according to the or-
dinance of  our Omenani (tra-

ditions) and Odinani (spirit-
uality) such a person does not 
need to engage in any fetish 
rituals to succeed in life. 
It is important here to note 

that today in Igbo land, just 
like we have fake pastors all 
over the land; there are fake 
Dibias (native doctors) too. 
Most of  the people today who 
claim to be Dibia are people 
who had gone through many 
difficulties in life and as last 
resort they opted for Dibia. 
Some are people who belong 
to some occult group and they 
use their occultism to deceive 
people. They are interested in 
money and nothing else and 
they have contributed to a 
large extent to the hatred to-
wards our culture. 
Dibia is a gift; it is in the lin-

eage of  some people. A Dibia 
is led in knowledge; he or she 
does not need teaching. When 
you meet a good and natural 
Dibia, his works and the way 
he does his things will tell you 
whether he is real or fake.
Finally, I believe that if  we 

can understand Ogbanje and 
mmuo mmiri and stop seeing 
them as being possessed by 
evil spirits, help them instead 
of  running away from them, 
we can harness their gifts and 
nature to the benefits of  all.

Mermaid
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h e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  Te a r t h s h a k i n g .  T h e  
details are gory. And the 

manifestation of  it as a reality is 
quite unimaginable.  How can a 
patient undergo tests in three 
different hospitals and have 
three different results? 

Why is it that a certified 
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  c a n n o t  
accurately diagnose a patient 
who comes to his clinic for cure? 
Indeed, why this skyrocketing 
wrong diagnosis by both 
laboratory technicians and 
medical doctors which has led 
to several untimely deaths?

Many Nigerians, including 
the late Prof  Dora Nkem 
Akunyili, the ex-Director-
General of  National Food and 
Food Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) received 
wrong results on suspected 
ailments that troubled their 
health but unfortunately, the 
diagnosis produced wrong 
results which claimed their lives 
-- rather than saving them. This 
has been a major problem for a 
good number of  Nigerians, most 
of  whom zoom out of  medical 
laboratories,  armed with  
supposed results  reading 
malaria, typhoid fever or other 
'popular sicknesses'  ,oblivious 
that the said results are far from 
what  they suffered.

Charles Peters Owums, aged 
34, lived with his pregnant wife 
and two year old boy at 19, Sabo 
Road, Alagbole in Ogun State. 
He did his oil and gas trading 
business at the Apapa area of  
Lagos. For more than six 
months in late 2008, Owums 
was in and out of  hospital where 
he was diagnosed with malaria. 
In March 2009, Owums could 
neither walk steadily nor 
perform his daily functions. His 
wife was forced to alert his elder 
brother who took him to a 
specialist hospital where it was 
shockingly discovered that 
Owums' two kidneys had 
packed up. That is, his renal 
failure had reached end – stage! 
Two remedies existed – dialysis 
and or kidney transplant. The 
former was cheaper and easier 
for his siblings who also lived in 
Lagos. However, after four 
months, Owums' brothers could 
no longer afford the two times 
weekly dialysis which was 
pegged at N35, 000 per session, 

totaling N70, 000 weekly and 
N280, 000 monthly. In view of  
the foregoing, Owums' brothers 
sent him to the village and after 
one week, since he could get any 
dialysis treatment, he gave up 
the ghost. 

Even now, the PDP in Imo 
State has been thrown into a 
serious mourning following the 
death of  one its most hard 
working youth members, Mr. 
Eze Dominic, from Nguru, 
Aboh Mbaise.  It is alleged that 
Eze reported sick to a clinic in 
November last year in Owerri. 
He was diagnosed and treated 
of  typhoid. It was disaster as the 
admirable Eze was never 
troubled by any typhoid. 
Between January and February 
this year, Eze's condition grew 
worse. He was then rushed to 
the Federal Medical Centre, 
Owerri where it was painfully 
diagnosed that he was attacked 
by  he pa t i t i s  wh ich  had  

destroyed the kidneys. All 
efforts made by the doctors at 
FMC to save Eze proved 
abortive. Eze died early this 
week! 

So, what are the factors 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w r o n g  
diagnosis?      

D r  I g n a t i u s  N n a m d i   
Igwebuike, is a  medical doctor 
at the Federal Medical Center, 
Umuahia, Abia State and he 
stated some of  the facts behind 
wrong diagnosis.  He said, "The 
issue of  wrong diagnosis is a 
setback in the process of  
treatment or management of  a 
health crisis in a patient. There 
should be an accurate rapport 
between medical doctors and 
medical laboratory scientists or 
attendants in the course of  a 
patient undergoing a test. This is 
before the services of  other arms 
of  medicine like pharmacists etc 
who are involved.

"A medical doctor or a 
specialist sends a patient to be 
diagnosed in the lab and when 
the result is out, the results are 
brought back to the doctor and 
the process continues and so 
forth. If  the medical sequence is 
not well followed, a wrong 
diagnosis could occur. But I 
must warn that the problems are 
most times caused by the 
patients in Nigeria who refuse to 
submit themselves for diagnosis 
or preferring to self-treat 
themselves. Another problem is 
that some patients don't believe 
in holistic medical diagnosis but 
only pin-point the tests they 
want to be run on them. I partly 
blame it on poverty and 
ignorance on part of  the 
patients”.

A lab technician, Eunice 
Nwokocha who works at TAAC 
LAB, Umuahia, Abia State, 
added her voice on the reasons 
that could possibly lead to 
wrong diagnosis. According to 

her, "Detecting a disease in 
humans is a very sensitive job 
that requires the dedication of  
the professionals and that is 
what we do here. Our patients 
receive utmost care and we have 
maintained this track record in 
decades. But I urge patients to 
report early for diagnosis and to 
avo i d  q u a c k s  o r  w r o n g  
treatment of  ailments. Some 
s i c k n e s s e s  h ave  s i m i l a r  
symptoms on humans but only a 
correct medical laboratory 
conducted by experts could 
produce the needed results 
before the commencement of  
treatment, done in the best 
global health standard''.

She added; ''For instance, 
malaria, typhoid fever, hepatitis 
could exhibit similar symptoms 
and a patient, if  ignorant, could 
be patronizing a road side drugs 
shop even when the real thing  
such a patient is suffering from 
has not been established."

Toeing the same line,  the 
chairman of  Nigerian Medical 
Association (NMA) in Abia 
State, Dr Chimezie Okwuonu 
during the World Kidney Day 
celebration in Umuahia, last 
week sounded a heavy alarm 
that  one in every 10 Abians 
suffered one form of  kidney 
c h a l l e n ge  o r  t h e  o t h e r.  
According to the NMA boss, 
who is also a consultant at 
Federal  Medical  Center,  
Umuahia, the high rate of  
kidney disease was partly by late 
detection and late treatment,  
which another form of  wrong 
diagnoses. The Abia NMA boss 
however, stated that the issue of  
wrong diagnosis in the country 
was down from the previous 
high rate.

This, he attributed to 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  m o d e r n  
machines in specialist hospitals 
across the country.

He said, "The problems we 
have in Nigeria today are not 
much on wrong diagnosis but 
late diagnosis and treatment. 
The incidence of  wrong 
diagnosis is there, but minimal. 
It was high in the past but the 
availability of  good equipment 
and qualified professional has 
reduced it, though, treatment 
cost especially when the cases in 
advanced stages are in most time 
h i g h .   L ow  e d u c a t i o n ,  
superstition and late detection 
are some of  the problems 
Nigeria patients are also factors. 

Wrong diagnosis kills faster 
than cancer – Experts warn 

Beware!  

By Ori Martins (Owerri), Dan Maduagwu (Umuahia), Uche Ezedigwe (Awka), Nonye Udumiri (Aba)

Igwebuike, chairman, NMA Abia State. 

Continues on pg. 11
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Some people rather than going 
for early test or screening  would  
prefer to approach  unqualified 
persons for medical advice , and 
this is another form of  wrong 
diagnosis as unregulated 
c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  h e r b a l  
concoctions and pain killers  by 
such patients would do more 
damage on their systems" .

When News Echo visited 
the Abia State Ministry of  
health at State Secretariat, 
Umuahia, the commissioner for 
health , Dr Joe Osuji was not 
available but a senior official of  
the ministry who spoke on the 
issue noted that his office had 
always carried out sensitization 
campaigns on the matter 
t h r o u g h  va r i o u s  m e d i a  
windows. 

Raising the alarm on wrong 
d i a g n o s e s ,  D r .  O k e k e  
Ezekwesiri Iheanacho, the chief  
medica l  d i rec tor,  CMD,   
Victory Christian Hospital, 71A 
Obohia Road, Aba, Abia State, 
told News Echo that the 
situation was quite alarming.  
He said wrong diagnosis implies 
a condition where improper 
result is given for a disease a 
patient is not suffering from.  
That is, giving wrong answer to 
an inquiry about someone's 
health case.  According to him, 
there are two types of  diagnosis; 

provisional diagnosis and 
proper diagnosis. 

''When a doctor or a medical 
lab scientist uses the signs and 
s y m p t o m s  a  p a t i e n t  i s  
exhibiting, to predict what the 
patient may be suffering from, 
that's provisional diagnosis. 
Diagnosis only becomes proper, 
when a doctor or a trained lab 
scientist, takes necessary 
specimen like blood or urine for 
proper examination using 
approved and well functioning 
instrument.

''The main causes of  wrong 
diagnosis can be found in two 
ways; who's is the person 
carrying out the test and what's 
the state of  the instrument or 
machine used? Majority of  
those carrying our test on people 
claiming to be lab scientists 
aren't trained enough. And their 
instruments aren't functioning 
properly. The truth is that many 
diseases mimic each other in 
terms of  symptoms on display. 
Symptoms aren't the proper 
disease. Headache and fever 
mustn't be malaria.  Many who 
have tuberculosis may present 
symptoms of  retroviral disease 
because of  the disease condition 
that brings immunity low''.  

Continuing,  he noted that 
''Now you see, the patient may 
come with a lot of  symptoms 

that will look as if  it's the other 
one, but until you run an 
investigation, and do all that's 
necessary, you can beat your 
chest and say, this is what this 
patient is suffering from. The 
consequences are very simple. 
Any wrong diagnosis of  a 
disease may lead to death. Also, 
you'll have poor management of  
any disease that wasn't properly 
diagnosed.  It leads to giving a 
wrong treatment for a wrong 
disease. Serious complications 
can arise from wrong diagnosis. 
It can also lead to relapse.  This 

is where a patient deteriorates 
after a period of  improvement 
because of  wrong diagnosis. 
That's because the major 
problem, the underline cause 
has not been solved. When you 
make proper diagnosis, you can 
easily manage or treat a disease 
properly.

' 'On solution, I think 
hospitals must endeavour to get 
equipped. When I say equipped 
it's both material and human. If  
you have good material with no 
qualified person to manage it, it 
doesn't make sense. So, every 

hospital must have a qualified 
lab  sc ien t i s t  and  sound 
laboratory equipment to enable 
them get proper diagnosis. 
These materials also, should be 
properly examined because 
anything made by hand can 
malfunction. So, every medical 
laboratory equipment, needs 
prope re-examination. Wrong 
d iagnos i s  s imply  means  
inaccurate treatment or result of  
exact disease in your body. 
While some see it as lack of  a 
diagnosis. An example would be 
when you told that your 
headache, constant fever is 
malaria, only to learn later that 
it is, in fact typhoid''.

According to Njoku Jackson 
a senior lab scients at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwi Teaching 
Hospital, it makes no difference 
that a patient's diagnosis is 
incorrect, because the medical 
problem will run its course.

''In other cases, the diagnosis 
is so different from the reality of  
the person's medical problem 
that the resulting wrong 
treatment can cause death or 
debilitation. Most causes of  this 
misinterpretation results are 
caused by outdated machines, 
unqualified or inexperienced 
laboratory scientists'', Njoku 
noted. 

Some sicknesses have similar symptoms but 
only a correct medical laboratory conducted 
by experts can produce the needed results. 

For instance, malaria, typhoid fever, 
hepatitis could exhibit similar symptoms 

and a patient, if  ignorant, could be 
patronizing a road side drugs shop even 

when the real thing  such a patient is 
suffering from has not been established.

“

”

...Wrong diagnosis kills faster 

Fawehinmi, Oshiomhole victims of wrong diagnosis.

Continued from pg. 10
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hief  Willie Obiano is the 

Cf o u r t h  d e m o c r a t i c 
governor of  Anambra 

State who came into power in 
2013 through the platform of  
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA)

Like his predecessor, Peter 
Obi, Obiano joined politics 
from the banking sector. He 
hails from Aguleri area of  the 
the state. 

Obiano holds a bachelor's 
degree in Accountancy from the 
University of  Lagos which he 
obtained in 1979 and a Master 
of  business administration from 
the same university.

He left the banking profession 
to join politics and in 2013 
contested for the November 16, 
2017  governorship election on 
the platform of  APGA. He won 
the election and was sworn in on 
March 17, 2014 to succeed Peter 
Obi.  On November 14 2017, he 
was  ree lec ted  over  o ther 
c o n t e s t a n t s  i n  a l l  l o c a l 
government areas in the state to 
emerge as the winner, beating 

even the candidate presented by 
his former political godfather; 
Mr Peter Obi and even the 
ruling party, a record feat in the 
history of  Nigerian democracy. 

He is the initiator of  the Willie 
is Willingly Working (WWW) 
campaign and National leader 
of  All  Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA).

A s  t h e  2 0 2 1  A n a m b r a 
governorship election draws 
nearer, all eye are on the 
governor to know how he will 
end his tenure. Whether he is 
g o i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s 
stewardship to the people of  
Anambra State with his head 
held high and integrity intact or 
is it going to be the other way 
round.

It is on record that most 
governors after their tenure had 
left the seat of  power with the 
integri ty  they had before 
coming into power shattered, 
though it seems our politicians 
no longer consider that, so long 
as they have sycophants singing 
their praises and telling them 

that all is well and that people 
are seeing them as messiah. 
Most of  them end up using their 
powers of  incumbency to force 
their way into the senate which 
has come to be known as a place 
o f  re t i rement  for  for mer 
governors.

Nigerians are watching to 
know if  he (Obiano)  will be able 
to maintain APGA' s strong grip 
on Anambra governorship or is 
it going to slip off  his sleeves.

It is a well known fact that 
since its creation, APGA, seen 
as an Igbo party has remained 
the ruling party in Anambra 
State which is widely regarded 
as the heart-beat of  Igbo nation.

The story of  Peter Obi and 
Chris Ngige is still fresh in our 
memories. We are all aware of  
how it took over three years for 
APGA's Peter Obi to reclaim his 
mandate from PDPs Chris 
Ngige. After fighting many 
political battles, including his 
impeachment by the House of  
Assembly, which was later 
quashed by the Supreme Court, 
Obi was able to complete his 
eight years tenure and still 

produced a successor from 
APGA, in the person of  Willie 
Obiano.

Now all eyes are on Obiano to 
know if  he can produce a 
successor and maintain the 
tradition of  the state which 
prides itself  as a pan Igbo state, 
for remaining the only state that 
has maintained faith with the 
Igbo party which is seen as an 
honour to the Igbo patriarch, 
D i m  C h u k w u e m e k a 
Odimegwu Ojukwu.

This is even as some section of  
Igbos predict that the governor 
may either dump the party 
before the governorship election 
or remain and work against its 
interest and join the ruling All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s  C o n g r e s s 
immediately after the election. 
This school of  thought accuse 
him of  hobnobbing with the 
leadership of  APC, a clear 
indication that his spirit is no 
longer with APGA.

On the issue of  producing a 
successor, Obiano is widely seen 
as the least performing and least 
popular among the governors 
who governed state in recent 

past, talk about; Chris Ngige 
and Peter Obi.

He is also known to have 
involved himself  in many 
controversies which included 
his feud with  people like; his 
p r e d e c e s s o r,  Pe t e r  O b i , 
Anambra  b i l l iona i re  and 
business mogul, Arthur Eze, 
some high profile traditional 
rulers in the state, among others.

So with all these, pundits 
predict that it will be a herculean 
task for Chief  Willie Obiano to 
produce a successor in the state, 
Moreso with the passion with 
w h i c h  t h e  r u l i n g  A l l 
Prog ress ives  Cong ress  i s 
fighting for the governorship of  
the state which they are in dire 
need of  adding to the list of  their 
conquest in Igbo land.

M o r e o ve r,  t h e  Pe o p l e s 
Democratic Party which was 
hitherto the ruling party in the 
state before APGA is not resting 
on its oars. They are equally 
passionate to reclaim the state, 
as the South-east and South-
south has become the main base 
of  the party.

Ibe
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Anambra 2021:

All eyes on Obiano
By Uzoma Ogoke
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PDP condemns Uzodimma’s jamboree
celebration of one year in office

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State Police 
Command has ar-
rested two suspects, 

one Chidiebere Uzoma, ‘m’ 
aged 45 years and Uchenna 
Nwegbu ‘m’ aged 23 years 
for raping a 16-year-old girl 
(name withheld) at Osu-
mowo street Awada in Ide-
mili North Local Govern-
ment Area of  the State.

The Command’s Public 
Relations Officer, CSP Ha-
runa Mohammed, who dis-
closed the incident in a state-
ment, over the weekend, 
said the suspects abandon 
the girl unconscious due to 
excessive loss of  blood.

According to Mohammed, 
It will be recalled that on 
19/2/2021 a 16 years old 
girl was brutally gang raped 
by two men at Osumowo 

street Awada in Idemili 
North LGA of  Anambra 
State.

Following the report, police 
detectives trailed and arrest-
ed the suspects; Chidiebere 
Uzoma ‘m’ aged 45 years of  
Ukaegbu Street Awada and 
Uchenna Nwegbu ‘m’ aged 
23 years of  Osumowo street, 
Awada.

Meanwhile, the victim 
was taken to the hospital for 
medical examination where 
penetration and multiple lac-
erations of  her hymen were 
confirmed. She has been re-
ceiving treatment.

Mohammed said upon 
interrogation, the suspects 
have voluntarily confessed 
to the alleged crime. Con-
sequently, the suspects were 
arraigned before the magis-
trate court Idemili for pros-
ecution after investigation 
was concluded.

NEWS

Gunmen attack navy out 
post, kill 1
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

I
t was a sad weekend for 
the Nigeria Navy, when 
some unknown gunmen 

attacked an Onitsha Out-
post Station in Anambra 
State shooting one officer 
dead and leaving another 
seriously injured. 

News Echo correspond-
ent gathered that the yet to 
be identified gunmen who 
stormed the military check-
point along the ever-busy 
Onitsha/Owerri road, near 
the stockfish market, Onit-
sha, allegedly carted away 
some sophisticated weap-
ons that were assigned to 
the victims.

It was also learnt that the 
gunmen, in their large num-
ber, rode in two utility ve-
hicles when they stormed 
the Naval checkpoint and 
gunned down one of  the 
Naval personnel, having al-
legedly chop off  one of  the 
hands of  the military man.

According to an eyewit-
ness who identified himself  
as Ikechukwu, he said the 
incident took the naval staff  

By Chinyere Nwaneri

T
he People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), 
Imo State chapter has 

condemned the double cele-
bration of  Gov. Hope Uzo-
dimma’s one year in office 
which it described as a jam-
boree full of  lies and half  
truths aimed at misleading 
the people.

The party made the ob-
servation in a Press release 
signed by the Publicity 
Secretary, Mr Ogubundu 
Nwadike and availed the 
News Echo newspaper.

It regretted that Uzodimma 
had no moral justification 
celebrating a stolen mandate 
which he claimed to have 
won in the court. The release 
further lamented that the 
real stakeholders and prom-
inent Imo citizens were ab-
sent at the ceremony which 
it claimed was populated by 
his friends and supporters.

Excerpts of  the release 
reads-

“Does Uzodinma have the 
morality to come before our 
God of  justice with a man-
date that has defied logic and 
sound legal reason? Question 

is, on which political par-
ty platform did Uzodinma 
contest the 2019 governor-
ship election? It is on record 
that the Supreme Court, on 
20th December 2019, in a 
landmark judgment, in a suit 
challenging the eligibility of  
Uche Nwosu to participate 
in the election, affirmed the 
dual candidature of  Uche 
Nwosu on the platform of  
the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) and the Action 
Alliance (AA). The Apex 
Court went ahead to dis-
qualify him, on account of  a 
breach of  the 1999 Constitu-

tion as amended.
“But what is Uzodinma re-

ally showcasing in one year? 
Is it the inglorious mark he 
left by putting Imo in the list 
of  states that did not attract 
a single direct foreign invest-
ment in the last one year? 
How can the governor claim 
that “things are indeed look-
ing up in the state” when 
salaries and pensions are not 
being paid? 

“A regime that deploys 
thugs to flog frail and aged 
citizens who, peacefully pro-
tested against unpaid pen-

sions and gratuities cannot 
claim to have the interest of  
the people at heart. Today, 
civil servants are groaning 
under the excruciating pains 
occasioned by selective and 
non-payment of  salaries in 
most cases 11 months ar-
rears. 

“Then, to underline the 
fact that Uzodimma has a 

penchant for rabble rousing, 
he claimed that his admin-
istration is constructing and 
rehabilitating 46 roads in 
the state in one fell swoop. 
A look at the list will easily 
reveal that we do not have 
more than twenty proper 
roads on that list. The rest 
are merely repetitions and 
duplication.”

COVID-19: Awka trains vaccination experts
From Karen James,
Nnewi

A
nambra State has 
concluded its 2-day 
state level training of  

trainers for introduction of  
COVID-19 vaccination in the 
state.

The training, which was 
sponsored by the National 
Primary Healthcare Devel-
opment Agency (NPHCDA), 
took place over the weekend 
at King David and Mich Roy-
al Hotels, Awka.

The South East Zonal Di-
rector, NPHCDA, Dr Eric 
Nwaze said that the state level 
training was the commence-
ment of  a series of  training 
that would lead Anambra 
into being vaccinated.

According to him, the 
management of  NPHCDA, 
working with other partners 
has mapped out coordinated 
approach to ensure that the 
COVID-19 pandemic ceases 
to be a major challenge in An-
ambra.

By this training, you have 

become a part of  the NPH-
CDA and partner’s family to 
ensure that we save precious 
lives of  our people. The time 
has come and we have to pro-
tect our people from serious 
illness.

“The COVID-19 vaccina-
tion will not prevent the virus 
from entering your body, but 
it can save from serious illness 
that may lead to death,’’ he 
explained. The COVID-19 
disease is a reality, it is out 
there and it is killing people,” 
he stressed. He noted that 

it was indeed a new dawn 
as humanity have been able 
to find a way to address this 
monumental public health 
challenge.

The Executive Secretary, 
Anambra State Primary 
Healthcare Development 
Agency (ASPHCDA), Dr. 
Chioma Ezenyimulu in her 
opening remarks noted that 
the COVID-19 vaccination 
stage was a stage of  hope. 
“Vaccination has significant-
ly proven to reduce mortali-
ty rate in countries that have 
carried out the COVID-19 
vaccination exercise.’’ She 
noted that with the arrival 
of  the vaccines in Anambra 
State and the planned rollout 
of  the vaccination campaign, 
we should begin to return to 
our normal lives.

Anambra State Coordina-
tor, World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO), Dr. Chukwu-
muanya Igboekwu urged all 
participants in the training to 
be ambassadors for the vac-
cine.

“If  we have a chance of  de-
feating COVID-19 we must 
use all available tools at our 
disposal; first is the non-phar-
maceutical interventions such 
as frequent hand washing, 
physical distancing and wear-
ing of  nose masks, second 
tool available to the world 
now is the vaccine, which is 
only effective after vaccina-
tion,’’ he explained.

by surprise, which led to the 
bandits to overpowering the 
Navy officers.

“The gun men who are in 
their large number, more 
than 20, came with two 
SUV vehicles and shot one 
of  the military officer dead, 
injured one and took away 
their service rifles” he stat-
ed.

Meanwhile, the body of  
the deceased was said to 
have been deposited in a 
yet to be disclosed morgue 
in Anambra State while 
investigation on how to ap-
prehend the suspects is on-
going.

When contacted for com-
ment, the state Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, PPRO, 
CSP Mohammed Haruna, 
referred journalists to con-
tact the woman in charge of  
the Naval Public Relations 
office.

Reacting, the Onitsha Na-
val Commander, Captain 
Innocent Udoh Udoh, was 
reached by newsmen, con-
firmed the attack saying that 
the victims were in critical  
condition in a yet to be dis-
closed hospital and declined 
further comment.

Police prosecute man, 45,
others for gang-raping 
16-year old girl

The Director General, National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), Dr. Chikwe Ihekweazu with 
some medical experts during the commissioning of the Alex Ekwueme Federal University 
Teaching Hospital, (AEFUTHA) Molecular Laboratory, Ebonyi State on Tuesday.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Determined to stem the 
high rate of  unemploy-

ment in the country, the Spe-
cial Assistant to Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of  Enugu 
State, Comrade Chidi Il-
ogebe, on Monday, donated 
his monthly salary to youths 
undergoing entrepreneur-
ship in the state.

Ilogebe made this known 
while presenting cheques to 
the recipients of  the monthly 
entrepreneurship grant from 
the office of  the Special As-
sistant on Students Affairs 
held at SME Center, Enugu.

Presenting the cheques 
worth N50,000 to five re-

cipients, Ilogebe thanked the 
Governor for the platform he 
has made available to young 
persons in the state and for 
his passion for SME devel-
opment in Enugu state.

Ilogebe charged the recip-
ients to keep pushing and 
striving to be better entre-
preneurs so that they can 
in turn, help others to grow 
economically. 

According to him, “Noth-
ing is too small to turn the 
tables around as an entrepre-
neur; it only takes determi-
nations and courage for the 
odds to tilt to your favour. A 
lot of  destinies are tied to our 
lives, so we must push and 
strive to grow the capacity to 
help others.

Governor’s aide donates monthly salary 
to young entrepreneurs

“His Excellency the Gover-
nor has given us the platform 
to excel as young persons, so, 
I enjoin us to grab the oppor-
tunity with both hands. We 
are hopeful that this will run 
continuously till the end of  
the year.

The recipients drawn from 
different parts of  the state 
included Agwu Eunice Odi-
naka, an Agroprenuer from 
Nkanu West lga; Ndubui-
si Ikechukwu Cletus, a pig 
farmer from Ezeagu lga; Eze 
Christian who is into poultry 
from Oji-River lga Others 
are Eze Emmanuel, a fash-
ion designer from Nsukka 
lga and Itanyi Chiagozie, 
Igbo-Etiti lga, a farmer that’s 
into crop production.
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By Glory Ugochukwu

T
o ensure that the 
women of  Ikeduru 
Local Government 

Area, Imo state celebrate 
the Mother’s Sunday glo-
riously, the Publisher of  
News Echo Newspaper 
and News Insider Maga-
zine, Chief, Sir. Chimez-
ie Anosike Kingsley, 
(Ebubemba Ikeduru) has 
doled out gift items to the 
mothers of  St. Andrew’s 
Anglican Church, Uzo-
agba, during their Moth-
er’s day celebration last 
Sunday. 

He supported the wom-
en by sponsoring the bi-
ble quiz with a sum of  
two hundred and fifty 
thousand naira. He also 
sponsored the program 
of  the church and provid-
ed food and drinks for the 

2021 Mother’s Sunday celebration:
News Echo Publisher doles out gift items
to women

women of  the church.
The Publisher while 

speaking to our corre-
spondent said that the 
reason he had chosen 
wrappers to be given 
to every woman in the 
church was because of  
the pains mothers go 
through in training their 
children, especially those 
who used their wrappers 
to wrap their kids as a 
form of  diapers. 

Ebubemba Ikeduru as 
he is fondly called want-
ed the women to feel spe-
cial and never to forget 
the Mother’s day because 
it was the best Mother’s 
Sunday in the history 
of  St. Andrew’s Angli-
can Church, Uzoagba. 
He urged the mothers to 
continue to be the good 
mothers they are, as ac-
cording to him, their ef-

fort in sustaining humani-
ty will not be forgotten.

The wife of  the Arch-
deacon, St. Andrew’s An-
glican Church, Uzoagba, 
and Mrs. Pauline Aka-
hara has charged women 
to imbibe good virtues as 
they celebrate their moth-
er’s Sunday.

She hinted that the 
mothering Sunday was a 
day set aside to appreciate 
the works of  the beauti-

ful mothers all over the 
world.

She continued that 
mothers were always spe-
cial no matter how old 
they are. They always 
love you unconditional-
ly. She also charged the 
children ‘to always make 
their mothers feel special, 
while calling all God fear-
ing mothers who in one 
way or the other have 
touched life positively not 

to relent.
Mother’s Sunday is an 

annual event that is cele-
brated on the 4th Sunday 
of  lent, which is the only 
historic occasion that 
takes place in the throes 
of  the Lenten season, is 
marked in commemo-
ration of  pivotal role of  
Christian mothers in the 
family, church and socie-
ty at large. Awards were 
presented to men and 

women in appreciation 
of  their selfless services, 
their efforts towards the 
upliftment of  the church 
and their contribution to-
wards the advancement 
of  human capital devel-
opment. These includ-
ed Mr. Charles Anosike 
as Golden Son, Dame 
Hon. Grace Oye as Pe-
culiar mother, Lady Hel-
en Asoluka as Peculiar 
Mother and many others.

L-R: the Attorney General and Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami, Yobe State Governor/APC 
Interim Management Committee Chairman, Mai Mala Buni, Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, Senate 
President Ahmed Lawan, Governor Hope Uzodinma, his wife, Barr. Chioma Uzodimma, Wife of 
former President Goodluck Jonathan, Dame Patience Jonathan, Governor Yahaya Bello of Kogi 
State and Primate of Methodist Church of Nigeria, Samuel Kalu Uche cutting the anniversary cake 
to mark the one year in office of Governor Uzodimma in Owerri on Sunday.

Anambra 2021:
Etiaba warns electorate 
against vote buying 

An aspirant on the plat-
form of  the All Pro-

gressives Congress (APC) 
in the Anambra State gov-
ernorship election, Chief  
Bennet Etiaba,  says peo -
ple should be careful with 
the activities of  money 
bags contesting the No-
vember 6, 2021 election in 
the state.

Etiaba, the first son of  
first Nigeria female gov-
ernor, Dame Virgy Etia-
ba gave the advice in an 
interview with journalists 
on in Nnewi. “Since the 
creation of  the Anambra,  
we have not recorded the 
number of  billionaires 
that indicated interest in 
the contest of2021 gover-
norship election”, he said.

Etiaba said majority of  
the billionaire aspirants 
have been moving around 
lobbying and doing all 
manner of  things to en-
sure they achieve their set 
target”, he said. But, the 
APC aspirant maintained 
that money should not be 
used as a yardstick to vote 
anyone to fly the flag of  
the political parties or in 
the November 6 poll.

“Anambra people should 
know that most of  these 
billionaire aspirants are 
approaching governance 
from the view point of  
buying and selling and 
that will be detrimental 
to the future of  our state. 
The people should rath-

er support aspirants with 
prerequisite leadership 
track records, integrity and 
humble disposition”, he 
said.

Etiaba who x-rayed the 
activities of  All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) -led government 
in the past 16 years, con-
cluded that this year’s elec-
tion is the raped time to 
vote APGA out.

“APC stands a better 
chance to win the 2021 
governorship election in 
Anambra because of  a 
number of  benefits the 
state has recorded in the 
administration of  Pres-
ident Muhammadu Bu-
hari”, he said.

He listed the construction 
of  second Niger Bridge, re-
habilitation of  Onitsha/
Enugu Expressway, Onit-
sha/Owerri, reactivation 
of  Onitsha Inland Water-
ways Port, among others 
as projects done by APC 
government.

Etiaba who said that he 
would sprang surprise to 
many during the party’s 
primary and the final elec-
tion, said he was confident 
to emerge victorious at the 
end. He said Anambra 
and the entire South/East 
geo-political zone stand a 
better chance to develop 
under the APC than in any 
other party and urged the 
people to take advantage 
of  the opportunity. 

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

T
he Enugu State Chap-
ter of  the National In-
stitute of  Marketing of  

Nigeria (NIMN) has called on 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
of  Enugu State to constitute 
state Consumer Protection 
Committee (ESCPC) for ag-
grieved consumers to register 
their grievances and get Jus-
tice. 

The State Chairman of  
NIMN, Dr. Oliver Ngwoke, 
who made the call Monday at 
a mini-conference organized 
by the Institute to mark the 
2021 World Consumer Rights 
Day, said when the Commit-
tee is reconstituted, “it would 
grant the consumers of  goods 
and services in Enugu State 
the opportunity to make com-
plaints and get adequate jus-
tice whenever these rights are 
infringed upon.”

Ngwoke had earlier called 
on consumers to always seek 
the help of  government agen-
cies set up to protect consum-
ers from abuse by producers 

Enugu NIMN urges Ugwuanyi to constitute
consumer protection committee

of  goods and services such 
as NCC, NERC, NAFDAC, 
FCCPC, among others to en-
force their rights when they 
are trampled upon.

“Therefore, whenever and 
wherever your right as a con-

sumer is trampled upon, I 
urge you to take advantage of  
their services in laying your 
complaints,” he urged.

The NIMN boss noted that 
the World Consumer Rights 
Day is designed to create 

awareness of  the consumers’ 
rights worldwide and how 
such rights should be protect-
ed. He said that it was also an 
opportunity to enlighten, ed-
ucate and inform consumers 
on their rights.

By Ikenna Orioha

Residents of  Owerri me-
tropolis, have appor-

tioned blame on government 
of  Imo State, contractors, 
traffic wardens and commut-
ers over the traffic gridlock 
in Owerri.

In Owerri, the capital of  
Imo State, traffic gridlock 
has become a norm because 
government has refused to 
do the needful to decongest 
the roads for easy move-
ment.

Some Owerri residents, 
Emeka Okereke (a trader), 
Ijeoma Ndubuisi, (a teach-
er), Mazi Joachim Nweke ( 

Govt, traffic wardens, commuters
blamed over traffic gridlock in Owerri

businessman), Miss Uloma 
Ebere (a health worker) and 
Ikemba Chijioke (a com-
mercial driver), who spoke 
to News Echo in Owerri, on 
Monday, regretted that the 
traffic gridlock got worst last 
year when Governor Hope 
Uzodimma led APC admin-
istration started the demoli-
tion of  some roundabouts 
without expediting actions 
on replacing them for easy 
movement of  both vehicular 
and human movement.

The residents said that 
they were not happy with 
how the state government 
is handling the traffic grid-
lock and urged the gover-

nor to intensify action as to 
bring the traffic gridlock to 
an end, adding that it slows 
down economic, social and 
educational activities in the 
state.

According to the resi-
dents, “the major cause of  
traffic gridlock in Owerri 
metropolis are: demolition 
of  roundabouts at Fire Ser-
vice, Wetheral roundabout, 
Warehouse roundabout 
among others with slowness 
in reconstructing them, the 
blockage of  Orji Flyover, 
the abandonment of  heavy 
construction equipments by 
contractors everywhere are 
part of  the problems.



the speed of  the object in motion. By 
keeping this formula in mind, let us 
take a few examples where we observe 
kinetic energy in our day-to-day life.

Note: A body can posses both 
the Pe and Ke at the same time e.g. 
the pendulum except at the rest 
position where the pendulum 
possesses only Pe and the lowest 
level where the body possesses only 
Ke, at other positions, the bob of  the 
pendulum possesses both the Pe 
and Ke.

Energy can change from Pe to Ke 
a n d  v i c e  v e r s a .

Work
In mechanics,  we usually 

associate the term work with 
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he Joint Admissions Tand Matriculations 
Board (JAMB) has 

stated that it has concluded 
a l l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o 
commence the sale of  
2021/2022 Unified Tertiary 
Matriculation Examination 
(UTME) and Direct Entry 
(DE) registration forms.

The board disclosed 
this in its Vol. 2, No. 15 
Weekly Bulletin of  the 
Office of  the Registrar and 
m a d e  i t  ava i l a b l e  t o 
newsmen in Abuja.

The board said that 
o f f i c i a l  d a t e s  f o r  t h e 
commencement of  the sale 
of  both documents and the 
c o n d u c t  o f  t h e 
examinations would be 
announced not later than 
March 24.

According to JAMB, 
the 2021 exercise was 
delayed due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The board, therefore, 
warned that any ongoing 
s a l e  o f  f o r m s  a n d 
registration was fraudulent 
and not associated with 
JAMB.

“This year's exercise, 
unlike the previous years, is 
peculiar because of  the 
series of  disruptions to 
virtually all aspects of  
public life occasioned by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is with this extant 
reality in mind that the 

delay is being experienced, 
with the board embarking 
on ser ies  o f  s t ra teg ic 
adjustments,  aimed at 
ensuring that academic 
activities are not unduly 
impacted.

“The public is to note 
that the 2021 UTME/DE 
application forms are not 
ye t  on  sa le.  Anybody 
advertising anything to the 
contrary is a fraudster,” it 
warned.

T h e  b o a r d ,  w h i l e 
reiterating its commitment 

ead of  Department Hof  Linguistics and 
Communications 

Studies at the University of  
Port Harcourt, Dr. Jones 
Ayuwo has been released by 
his abductors after four 
weeks in captivity.

A close family source 
confirmed the release to 
newsmen.

Spokesman of  the Rivers 
State Police Command, SP 
Nnamdi Omoni said a 
comprehensive statement 
will be issued on the rescue 

of  Dr. Ayuwo.
Meanwhile, the King of  

Ikuru Town in Andoni 
Local Government Area of  
the State, Dr. Aaron Miller 
Ikuru who was kidnapped a 
day after the UNIPORT 
lecturer was kidnapped, is 
yet to be released.

Dr. Jones Ayuwo who 
was also abducted on 21st 
Febuary, 2021 is an indigene 
of  Ataba town, in Andoni 
Area Council of  the State.

Ayuwo was said to have 

b e e n  i n t e r c e p t e d  a n d 
abducted upon his return 
f r o m  A w u t - O b o l o ,  a 
communi ty  in  Andoni 
where his team went for a 
voluntary mission bordering 
on language translation of  
the Holy Bible.

to ensuring sanity in the 
e n t i r e  p r o c e s s ,  a l s o 
d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  i t  h a d 
apprehended  one  Mr. 
O k o g u  A m b r o s e  f o r 
i l l e g a l l y  r e g i s t e r i n g 
candidates.

Ambrose, the board 
further explained, was 
caught after collecting 
monies from innocent 
candidates in the name of  
registering them for the yet-
to-commence 2021/2022 
UTME exercise.

“Ambrose is a serial 

offender, who was arrested 
in 2020 for extorting money 
f o r  w h i c h  h e  h a d  n o 
authorisation to execute.

“The board would, 
h oweve r,  e n s u r e  t h a t 
relevant security agencies 

prosecute Ambrose with 
the hope that he does not 
escape the long arm of  the 
law this time,” it stated.

JAMB also appealed to 
all and sundry to support its 
drive towards ensuring that 

The National Youths 
S e r v i c e  C o r p s , 
NYSC, has banned 

a b o u t  e i g h t  f o r e i g n 
universities in the Republic 

o f  B e n i n  a n d 
N i g e r  f r o m 
participating in 
the 2021 Batch 
'A' orientation 
course.

Most of  the 
b a n n e d 
universities are 
s a i d  t o  b e 
awarding degrees 
to students a few 
m o n t h s  a f t e r 
matriculation.

Although the 
N Y S C 
management did 
n o t  p r o v i d e 
enough reasons 
for its decision, 
its circular (dated 
Friday, March 5 
2 0 2 1 )  t o 
s t a t e / F C T 
c o o r d i n a t o r s , 
i n f o r m e d  a l l 
D & R  a n d 

foreign-trained verification 
officers in states to take note 
of  the under listed schools.

The affected universities 
include:

1 .  A l - N a h d a 
International University 
(Niger Republic)

2 .  Eco le  Super ieur 
Sainte  Fel ic i te  (Benin 
Republic)

3. Ecole Superieur D 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e t  D ' 
E c o n o m i c s  ( B e n i n 
Republic)

4 .  Eco le  Super ieur 
D E n s e i g n e m e n t 
Professionelle Le Berger – 
ESEP Le Berger (Benin 
Republic)

5. Ecole Superieur St. 
Louis DAfrique (Benin 
Republic)

6. Institute Superieur de 
Comm.

7 .  D o r d  e t  D e 
Management – ISFOP 
(Benin Republic)

8 .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
U n ive r s i t y,  B a m e n d a 
(Cameroon)

bad eggs in the society, who 
were bent on destroying 
education developmental 
aspirations, were made to 
face the full wrath of  the 
law.

Forms of kinetic energy
Kinetic energy can be defined as 

the energy which is present in every 
moving object. We can simply say that 
kinetic energy is the energy because of  
motion. Kinetic energy can be further 
classified into various types based on 
the type of  motion of  the objects. For 
example, rotational kinetic energy is 
the energy possessed by a body which 
is moving in circles, e.g. planets 
revolving around the sun have 
rotational kinetic energy; vibrational 
kinetic energy is the energy possessed 
by an object due to vibration, e.g. 
vibrating phone has a vibrational 
kinetic energy; translational kinetic 
energy is the energy possessed by an 
object moving from one point to 
another. Translational kinetic energy 
can be easily observed in our everyday 
life. Kinetic energy depends upon two 
things, i.e. mass (m) and velocity (v) as 
the formula of  kinetic energy depicts;

Where 'm' is the mass of  the object 
that is in motion and 'v' is the velocity. 
Therefore, by the above formula, we 
can say that kinetic energy is directly 
proportional to the mass and square of  

movement. Thus, if  an engine pulls 
a load along a road, it has done 
work. If  a train is pulled 100cm by a 
force of  500N and then a further 
200m by the same force, we say that 
more work is done in the later case.

Work is said to be done when the 
point of  application of  a force 
moves. And the work done is 
measured by the product of  the 
force and the distance moved in the 
direction of  the force. Its unit is 
Joules.

Joule is defined as the work 
done when the point of  application 
of  a force of  1N moves through one 
metre in the direction of  the force.

Work done by inclined force

When the force makes an angle 
… as shown above, then the work 
done is given by;

(Work = FsCos   )

Work done b y 
falling bodies

When an object is falling freely, the 
force of  gravity is doing work against 
the resistance from inertia and the air 
resistance or drag on the object. This is 
called the terminal velocity of  the 
object. The work done equals the 
product of  the force of  gravity and the 
displacement of  the object.

Work done is given by (Work = 
mgh), where m= mass, g= acceleration 
due to gravity, h= height.

Power is the amount of  energy 
transferred or converted per unit time. 
In the International System of  Units, 
the unit of  power is the watt, equal to 
one joule per second. In older works, 
power is sometimes called activity. 
Power is a scalar quantity.

The dimension of  power is energy 
divided by time. In the International 
System of  Units (SI), the unit of  power 
is the watt (W), which is equal to one 
joule per second.

F
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v e n  t h o u g h  I ' m  a Eteenager, I've had some 
ugly frigid sores from the 

despondency I've been made to 
dwell into by our country. But 
right now, with the voice given to 
the youths, I sense a glint of  hope 
in me; while despair reels over.

 To start with, the conformity 
and congruence Nigeria started 
w i t h  r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  p r e -
independence era are starting to 
get bleak. Before, we were only a 
circle. But did that consistency 
last for long? No, and that was 
when we tolerated a point to 
infringe on our doctrine. Since 
the introduction of  the “point”, 
we s tar ted having diverse 
par t i t ions l ike the radius, 
diameter, chord, etc.  This 
illustration is only an analogy to 
our existence. Ever since we let 
discrimination enter, we have 
started seeing ourselves as 
different nations, whereas we 
a r e n ' t .  T h a t  o u r  h i s t o r y, 
language, culture, and tradition 
are different doesn't mean we are 
different, it only means we 
should sharpen our tolerance in 
the preparation for a better 
Nigeria. It seems we never 
looked at it in this perspective, 
but let's do that now. Nigeria 
shouldn't be a country with 
different nations; it should be a 
nation with different countries! 
That lost  unity should be 
redeemed; it should be one of  the 
phenomena of  the coming 
future. The demarcating lines 
between us should be shrivelled 
with the essence of  love.

 I've frequently witnessed 
these; both in reality and movies. 
I 've discerned ladies with 
“dexterity” sent home because 
of  the recruitment of  ladies with 
“beauty”. Women with an 
alarming high “brains” are being 
sent into the labour market for 
w o m e n  w i t h  a l a r m i n g 
compelling “shapes”. No! That 
shouldn't be. We are starting to 
dig the grave of  the future of  the 
coming generat ion a t  the 
expense of  our own luxurious 
lives. For that bright future of  
Nigeria that's coming, we need 
preparation for the stabilisation 
of  the recruitment of  people 
with egregious Intellectual 

h e  N a t i o n a l TA s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Nigerian Students 

( NA N S ) ,  O g u n  S t a t e 
Chapter, has threatened 
that it would shut down all 
tertiary institutions of  
l e a r n i n g  s h o u l d  t h e 
government fail to rescue 
two female university 
students kidnapped on 
Sunday night.

It had been reported on 
Monday that two female 
s t u d e n t s  o f  O l a b i s i 
Onabanjo  Univers i ty, 
Ayetoro campus in Yewa-
North Local Government 
A r e a  o f  O g u n  S t a t e, 
Adeyemo Precious and 
Oyefule  Abiola,  were 
kidnapped by unknown 
g u n m e n ,  w h o  h a v e 
reportedly demanded N50 
million ransom.

The police confirmed 
the incident to newsmen on 
Monday, saying they were 

on top of  the situation.
Reacting in a statement 

made available to the press, 
the NANS Chairman in 
Ogun State,  Damilola 
S i m e o n ,  s t r o n g l y 
condemned the incident, 
d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s 
unfortunate.

Claiming that over 
1,157 Nigerian students 
have  fa l len  v ic t im of  
kidnapping in the last seven 
years, Simeon accused the 
Federal and the Ogun State 
governments of  “silence 
and dormancy”.

He said the Nigeria 
Police Force and other 
security agencies were not 
taking any action.

“We call on the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a 
responsible and responsive 
government to speedily see 
to the quick, safe and sound 
r e s c u e  o f  A d e y e m o 
Precious and Oyefule 

Abiola from the hands of  
these monsters.

“We wi l l  g ive  the 
government the benefit of  
the doubt for four days after 
which we will no longer 
watch our students become 
relegated to mere pawns.

“ F a i l u r e  o f  t h e 
government to emancipate 
these students within four 
days will lead to the total 
shu tdown o f  t e r t i a r y 
academic activities in the 
state.

“We call on President 
Muhammadu Buhari and 
Prince Dapo Abiodun as 
the Chief  Security Officers 
of  Nigeria and Ogun State, 
respectively, to instantly 
crush the menace and see 
to the rapid release of  
Adeyemo Precious and 
Oyefu le  Abio la ,”  the 
statement read partly.

i v e  a p p l i c a n t s , Fi n c l u d i n g  a 
disengaged teacher, 

were on Monday, arrested in 
Ilorin for presenting fake 
NCE certificates at the 
ongoing screening for the 
Kwa r a  S t a t e  t e a c h e r s ' 
recruitment exercise.

While the applicants 
were handed over to security 
a g e n c i e s  f o r  f u r t h e r 
investigations, a number of  
other jittery applicants fled 
the centre of  the interview 
for fear of  being caught over 
result counterfeiting.

The arrested applicants 
a r e  T a n u  S u l e i m a n , 
M o h a m m e d  I s m a i l , 
Mohammed Abubakar, 
Ibrahim M. Salihu, all from 
Baruten local government 
a r e a  a n d  A b d u l r a z a q 
Abdulakeem from Asa local 
government area of  the 
State.

Suleiman, Ismail and 
Abubakar, were caught with 
fake NCE certificates from 
Kwara State College of  
Educat ion,  (Technical ) 
Lafiagi, in the Edu Local 
Government Area, while the 
d u o  o f  S a l i h u  a n d 
Abdulakeem were caught 
with fake certificates from 
Kwara State College of  

Education, Oro, in the 
Irepodun Local Government 
Area of  the state.

The arrests, according to 
a statement in Ilorin, by the 
Press Secretary, Ministry of  
Educat ion and Human 
C a p i t a l  D eve l o p m e n t , 
Yakubu Ali Agan, were 
effected as the government 
c o m m e n c e d  t h e  r e s u l t 
verification/interview phase 
of  the teachers' recruitment 
exercise on Monday.

Applicants had been 
mandated to come to the 
venue of  the interview with 
the original and photocopies 
of  their certificates and result 
checkers (scratch cards) for 
'O' levels.

The statement further 
announced that applicants 
from Ilorin South, Isin, Oke-
Ero and Ekiti, who had 
earlier been scheduled to 
appear for interview and 
r e s u l t  ve r i f i c a t i o n  o n 

Tuesday, March 16, have had 
their turn rescheduled for 
Monday, March 22, 2021.

“This is due to the fact 
that the Monday exercise 
started a bit behind schedule, 
so the panels were only able 
to interview applicants from 
Asa and Bar uten local 
government areas.

“Therefore, applicants 
from Edu and Patigi, will 
now be attended to on 
Tuesday March 16.

It further explained that 
applicants for TESCOM 
interview/result verification, 
will now start next Tuesday, 
March 23,2021, instead of  
March 22.

A  t o t a l  o f  9 , 9 9 1 
applicants hit the cut-offs in 
the two categories of  the 
recruitment exercise thereby 
qualifying them for the 
results verif ication and 
in te r v iew s tage  o f  the 
process.

The figures comprise 
5,116 SUBEB applicants and 
4,875 TESCOM applicants.

Quotient and we need it now!
Furthermore, it seems the 

real meaning of  sacrifice is long 
gone, and we only grasp the 
meaning of  its negativity. I once 
w a t c h e d  a  m o v i e ,  “A n 
Accidental Spy”. There was a 
man named Manny who went 
abroad for  a  hol iday and 
engaged in a game which 
although almost cost his life but 
later gained him recognition. He 
i n d u l ge d  i n  a  g a m e,  a n d 
somehow he was mixed up with 
a hardened criminal. Towards 
the end, his true identity was 
revealed, and he left himself  to 
the government to be used as a 
bait to catch the criminal whom 

he and his cahoots had been after 
Manny's life. That decision 
almost cost his life, but he made 
it anyways. Then, back to reality, 
who wants to sacrifice their life 
to save millions? Many people 
will rather see millions of  people 
die than be the one dead. That's 
not selflessness, its selfishness. 
We crave people who will lay 
down their own lives at the 
expense of  millions of  people, 
and die a hero; not a villain. The 
Nigeria we want to live in should 
be infected with these positive 
changes.

I've once drooped in my 
room, surmising why a myriad 
of  people are starting to decide to 

be “Marlians” instead of  being 
graduates. Well, the verdict lies 
with them, but an enormous and 
huge percentage of  the faults lie 
wi th  us.  There  a re  many 
graduates out there with First 
Class,  but  wi thout  a  job. 
Unemployment is a vital reason 
behind social depravities, vices, 
and unrest. How will the coming 
generation see the quality in 
education, when the only thing 
their certificates will earn them is 
total zilch? We've to highlight the 
b e n e f i t s  a n d  e s s e n c e  o f  
education with the provision of  
jobs to graduates.

For the sake of  the future that 
is here, the Nigeria of  our dream 
shouldn't remain a fantasy, but a 
d r e a m  i n  a c t u a l i t y . 
Unemployment  should be 
melted with a hot iron rod of  
concerns.

While we're being referred to 
as a giant, whereas in the real 
sense, we strive to fit in with the 
ants. While others are getting 
developed, the leverages of  
c o r r u p t i o n  k e e p  u s  a s  a 
d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r y ;  o r 
underdeveloped, instead. We 
have to cast those brisk hands of  
corruption off  us and tolerate 
those of  sincerity.

It's high time we lived up to 
that title, GIANT. It's high time 
we fetched the glistening future 
h e r e .  I t ' s  h i g h  t i m e  w e 
enunciated and conversed with 
one voice, aim with one arrow, 
act on one goal, live with one 
motive, because the future is here 
and NOW!

The future Nigerian youths dream
By Sunday Saheed

NANS gives govt four days
ultimatum on abducted
Ogun varsity students

Kwara recruitment:
Five applicants in police
net for fake NCE
certificates

Corps members during the 3-week-long camp.Corps members during the 3-week-long camp.Corps members during the 3-week-long camp.
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VOX POP

Mr Christopher Madu (Evangelist) 
from Obollo, Isiala Mbano LGA, a graduate of  Mass 
Communication from the Federal Polytechnic Nekede, 
Owerri.
What every true and bonafide Igbo son and daughter should 
work for is an independent state of  Biafra. That is only when 
all this marginalization will stop. Biafra will provide for its 
citizens, opportunity for economic growth. Biafra is a blessed 
land, a tribe of  the jews from the Israelites, who God blessed 
with wisdom and everything. When Biafra stands on its own, 
it will be able produce and manufacture many essentials and 
will become the America or Japan of  Africa. What they were 
able to produce during the Nigeria Biafra civil war is a clear 
testimony to this.
I am saying this again because powers that be in Nigeria are not 
willing to give Igbos the presidency. You can also see that some shameless Igbo politicians are already 
romancing with them to fight against the so called Igbo presidency.
When you look at the; appointments, body language, activities and actions of  the present government, it 
gives you a clear signal that this country no longer regard or welcome the Igbos. So Igbos have no better 
option than to work for an independent state of  Biafra.

Chidi Moses, activist, 13 Railways avenue, 
Umuahia
Igbo presidency, a gimmick to trap Igbos.

I see the quest for Igbo presidency as a joke. A 
smokescreen targeted at deceiving the Igbos.

The leadership of   Ohanaeze Ndigbo which 
claims to represent the Igbo nation is already 
compromised. They can't get us to the 
promised land. Nnamdi Kanu has a better 
vision than the so-called Ohanaeze Ndigbo.

M r  C h u k w u e m e k a  O s u a g w u ,  
Politician, Ward 2 Nkwere street, 
Umuahia
Igbos need presidency  in 2023 than 
Biafra.
This is because realising the Presidency 
is easier than achieving Biafra now.
Igbos say you can't  jump the log of  wood 
with two legs 
Getting Biafra won't come without a 
fight and loss of  souls. What we need 
now is the president to develop our zone 
like other zones did with the office of  the 
president
Biafra can come later, not now.
Catalans have been fighting for 
independence from Spain, but it has not 
been easy for them, that is why I want us 
to focus on presidency of  Igbo 
extraction.

Mr. Emeka Chigbu, a journalist based in Aba, Abia State.
It is only fair we go for the Nigerian presidency within this Nigerian 
context. It is only fair that the presidency 2023 is zoned to the 
South-east, for an Igbo man to emerge and become the president of  
this country.
Yes, we know how Biafra came about, we know the clamour, but 
now we have a Nigeria where equity, fairness and justice is what we 
are striving for and that has not played out as far as the Igbos are 
concerned. 
I remember sometime ago, Chief  Chukwuemeka Ezeife said that if  
the Igbos are denied the 2023 presidency, then whatever action they 
take later, they'll be justified. In his opinion, the Igbos have been 

short-changed and made to look more like second class citizens in Nigeria. The talk of  
marginalization has been on for a long time and it is true and real. In the current administration, it 
is very obvious. Why would you want to tell me that in the life of  this current administration, not 
even one person from the South-east has occupied high security position in this country. Is it that 
we do not have competent persons? Even former President Olusegun Obasanjo has said that this 
administration is "Northernizing and Fulanizing" the country. So, within the context of  Nigeria, I 
think Igbos should go for presidency.

Oba Chukwuma, trader from Ezzamgbo, Ebonyi State
There is nothing as good as freedom. I think Freedom is the 
best for NdiIgbo. What Igbo's should be looking for is Biafra, 
not for presidency. It's only through Biafra that Igbo's can be 
totally free from Nigeria. 
Even if  Igbo Man gets presidency, we will not have total 
control. The Northern power brokers will still be in charge. We 
need Biafra not presidency

Ifeadigo Obiora, 
Civil servant/ businesswoman, 
Asaba, Delta State   
Honestly speaking I prefer actualization 
of  a Biafran country. For decades our 
people's rights and privileges have been 
denied and marginalised. Nothing is 
working. Think of  Buhari cabinets and 
appointees, you will hardly see an Igbo 
man. A country that claims to be in 
unity, yet there is division in the affairs 
of  leadership. Going for Igbo 
presidency is totally out of  the case as 
those who claim they are born to rule 
will never agree to that. 
I also dont think an Igbo president will 
favour us because those in higher 

authorities like our eastern governors are all failures as they cant fight for the 
cause of  an average Igbo man.

Dr Andrew Amaechi, an Mbaise, Imo State born industrialist 
based in Lagos:
We are not ripe for Biafra, we are not ripe for secession, neither 
do we have the capacity to produce a president. So the onus 
before us is to forge better alliances and see how we can produce a 
government that can accommodate the Igbos very well.
Except in a situation where the other zones considers fairness 
and equity and agree that power should be given to the Igbos.

Obeagu Anthony -  Trader, from Izzi 
LGA, Ebonyi State
I am sure that Biafra agitation is more 
active than that of  Igbo presidency. 
Reason is that a lot of  people are in 
support of  Biafra because when it is 
attained, it's going to benefit everybody, it 
will enable us express our freedom to 
worship and many more.
The politics of  presidency will give more 
power to the North to keep colonising us, 
thereby making us not to be able to 
express ourselves, I prefer Biafra to Igbo 
Presidency 2023"

My name is Sabestine Chuks from Orlu in Imo State, but I in base in 
the UAE.
I want Biafra. From the look of  things, Nigerians especially the North, 
have conspired to work against the South East from having the 
Presidency in 2023.
There is no hope for Ndigbo in Nigeria anymore. Is it the leadership of  
the country that has consistently denied Igbo person into a sensitive 
and strategic position in the last six years of  PMB administration that 
will suddenly water the ground for the emergence of  Igbo person as 
President of  Nigeria in 2023. This is absolutely impossible.
Having said that, we Ndigbo both at home and in diaspora must align 
ourselves with IPOB under the leadership of  Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
Ohamadike Worldwide, for the struggle and full realization of  Biafra 
through peaceful conduct of  a referendum under the supervision of  
UN as it was done in East Timor,Eritrea and recently,South Sudan.

n the light of  the marginalization claim by the Igbo who are yet to have a shot at the Presidency, there has been agitation for president of  Igbo extraction come 2023. At the same Itime, there has been agitation by a group of  Igbo especially the youths that they want total independence, a complete Biafran country. There is also the call for restructuring.  
The question now is which do the Igbo really want: Biafra or President? Your darling News Echo Newspaper, the mouthpiece of  the Igbo went across the length and breadth of  

Igboland to sample opinion of  our esteemed readers on the highly contentious topic.Below are just a handful of  the responses we got from a pool of  many other respondents.

Between Biafra and Presidency: 
Which should Igbo go for?
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la Aina was left 

Of r u s t r a t e d  b y 
F u l h a m ' s 

uncharacteristic mistakes 

on Saturday, but won't be 
wallowing after the defeat 
by Manchester City.

A resolute defensive 

ormer Super Eagles Fdefender,  Ifeanyi 
Udeze, popularly 

known as 'the man wey sabi', 
has  sa id  Ger not  Rohr 
insulted Gent striker, Paul 
Onuachu for listing him 
among the Super Eagles 
players on standby ahead of  
AFCON qualifiers.

Udeze said it's unfair 
and bad to list one of  the 
highest scorers in Europe on 
standby in the national team 
with no justification.

S p e a k i n g  o n  h i s 
programme: “No Holds 
Barred” on Sports Radio 
88.9 fm, Udeze said as a 
fo r mer  na t iona l  t eam 

h e  F e d e r a l TG o v e r n m e n t 
t h r o u g h  t h e 

Ministry of  Youths and 
Sports has announced that 
Basketball Men's Premier 
League can now resume 
after months of  inactivity.

T h i s  f o l l o w s  t h e 
decision of  the Federal High 
Court in Abuja striking out 
the case brought against it 
by the Management Board 
of  Kwese Basketball League 
headed by Olumide Oyedeji 
and others which tried to 
forcefully hijack the league 
from the federation.

In a letter signed by Dr. 

Simon Ebhojiaye on behalf  
of  the Permanent Secretary 
of  the Ministry, Nebeolisa 
Anako, the FG said “With 
this positive judgment, the 
NBBF is  permit ted to 
commence any tournament 
(Premier League) in the 
country”.

The Federal Ministry of  
Youth and Sports in the 
letter noted that, “On the 
26th January, 2021, the 
Federal High Court sitting 
in Abuja struck  out the 
a b o v e  c a s e 
(FHC/ABJ/CS/1317/201
9) which was instituted 
against the NBBF and the 
Honourable Minister.

p l a y e r,  h e  c a n  n e v e r 
stomach such insult.

“If  I were Onuachu I 
will never honour Rohr's 
invitation again because he 
has insulted me. How could 
a leading goalscorer be 
placed on standby when he 
i s  n o t  i n j u r e d  o r  o n 
suspension? A player who is 
hot and still at his best is 
being ridiculed like this. 'If  
na me I no go gree o.

Onuachu, alongside 
S l av i a  P r a h a ' s  P e t e r 
Olayinka, FC Lorient's 
Terem Moffi, Reading's 
Michael  Ol ise,  Kaizer 
Chiefs' Daniel Akpeyi and 
G a l a t a s a r a y ' s  H e n r y 

Onyekuru were named on 
the standby list.

C o n c e r n e d  e x -
internationals had kicked 
against Rohr's Eagles list, 
describing it as the worst in 
recent times when he invited 
clubless Ahmed Musa for 
the AFCON qualifiers.

Victor Agali, Finidi 
G e o r g e ,  h a d  a l s o 
c o n d e m n e d  R o h r ' s 
invitation, saying that it's 
not a true reflection of  the 
strength of  the Nigerian 
team, as Mutiu Adepoju 
advised Onuachu to keep 
his club form and continue 
to deliver despite been 
continuously overlooked by 
the National team handler 
Rohr.

“He should be proud of  
himself  and the national 
team is not a birthright of  
anybody and it shouldn't 
affect him at his club. But I 
believe he is going to be 
called at some time if  he 
continues scoring goals for 
his club.”

display in the opening 45 
k e p t  t h e  l i k e l y 
Champions at bay, but 
within a quarter of  an 

hour of  the restart they were 3-0 up. 
With a clear abundance of  team 
spirit in the Fulham ranks, it 
seems unlikely that this defeat 
w i l l  h i t  t h e  p l a y e r s ' 
confidence ahead of  Friday 
night's clash with Leeds 
United.

“No, no, I don't think so,” 
Aina replied. “We're raring to 
go, if  we had Leeds in an hour 
we'd be ready to go. We'll just 
recover well and get ready for 
that one.

“The positions we're in, we 
have to just take it game by game.

“Good or bad results, we have to 
take it and move on and look forward 
to the next one, because 
ultimately there's 
a goal that we 
n e e d  t o 
achieve at 
the  end 
o f  t h e 
season, 
s o  w e 
c a n ' t 
dwell on 
b a d 
results,” 
A i n a 
said.

SPORTS
Aina rallies Fulham against Leeds

If I were Onuachu, I will
shun Gernot Rohr
forever – Udeze

Men's basketball
league to resume
soon
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N
e w 
Confederation 
o f  A f r i c a n 

F o o t b a l l  ( C A F ) 
p r e s i d e n t  Pa t r i c e 
Motsepe raised the bar 
Tuesday for national 
t e a m s  i n  t h e 
c o n t i n e n t  b y 
ins i s t ing  one  of  
them must win the 
World Cup soon. 
“An African team 

must win the 

World Cup in the near 
future,” said the 59-year-
o l d  S o u t h  A f r i c a n 
b i l l ionai re  a t  a  press 
c o n f e r e n c e  i n 
Johannesburg. 

Motsepe was elected 
unopposed last Friday to 
lead trouble-torn CAF after 
a  t w o - ye a r  b a n  ove r 
“ g ove r n a n c e  i s s u e s ” 
p r e v e n t e d  M a l a g a s y 
Ahmad Ahmad seeking re-
election for a second stint. 
T h e  m i n i n g  m a g n a t e 

promised to quit after 
his four-year term 

if  CAF “does 
not make real 

p r o g r e s s ” 
under his 

leadershi
p. “We 

must 
s t

o p  b e i n g  exc e s s ive ly 
pessimistic and negative 
(about the World Cup), 
there is no continent that 
has succeeded by dwelling 
on its failures.” No African 
team has gone beyond the 
quarter-finals of  the World 
Cup, and only Cameroon 
(1990), Senegal (2002) and 
Ghana (2010) have got that 
far. Africa fared dismally at 
the last World Cup in 
Russia three years ago, 
with its five qualifiers — 
Egypt, Morocco, Nigeria, 
Senegal and Tunisia — 
eliminated after the group 
stage. But Motsepe was 
upbeat as he spoke in South 

latan Ibrahimovic Zw i l l  r e t u r n  t o 
S we d e n ' s  s q u a d 

after an almost five-year 
hiatus to play in World Cup 
qualifiers at the end of  
March, head coach Janne 
A n d e r s s o n  s a i d  o n 
Tu e s d ay.  T h e  p l aye r, 
known for his  not-so-
h u m b l e  w a y s ,  a l s o 
announced his  re tur n 
himself  by posting a picture 
of  himself  on Instagram in 
the Swedish team kit with 
the caption “The return of  
the God”. The 39-year-old 
AC Milan striker retired 
from the Swedish squad 
after the 2016 European 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  a f t e r 
winning 116 caps and 
scoring 62 international 
goals. 

Media had speculated 
a b o u t  I b r a h i m o v i c ' s 
possible return to the 
national team, but the 
S w e d i s h  F o o t b a l l 
Association had refused to 
comment until Tuesday, 
when he was announced 
among the players selected 
for the qualifiers against 
Georgia on March 25 and 
Kosovo on March 28, as 
well as a friendly against 
Estonia on March 31. 

Ibrahimovic has been 

nursing a muscle injury 

lately but hopes to return to 

the pitch on Thursday when 

Milan face his former club, 

Manchester United, in the 

Europa League round of  

16. The Swede has made 

headlines over the years 

with cheeky hints that he 

could be returning to the 

Swedish team. But things 

took a more serious turn 

last autumn when he told 

media in the Scandinavian 

country that he missed 

p laying  for  the  team. 

Ibrahimovic and Coach 

Janne Andersson then met 

for talks. Without “Ibra”, 

Sweden reached the 2018 

World Cup quarter-finals 

and qualified directly for 

Euro 2020, which have 

been postponed to June-

July 2021 due to the Covid-

19 pandemic.

fficials have said 

Oinjured Bordeaux 
winger  Samuel 

Kalu will be replaced by 

igeria's foremost 

Nsports marketing 
outfit, Pamodzi 

h a s  c o n g r a t u l a t e d 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  N i ge r i a 
Fo o t b a l l  Fe d e r a t i o n 
(NFF), Amaju Melvin 
Pinnick on his election into 
t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  
International Football 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( F I FA ) 
Executive Council.

P i n n i c k  d e f e a t e d 
Malawian FA President, 
Walter Nyamilandu, by 43 
votes to eight during the 
CAF General Assembly 

held in Rabat, Morocco. 
Mike Itemuagbor, Chief  
E xe c u t ive  O f f i c e r  o f  
P a m o d z i  s a y s  i n  a 
statement that Pinnick's 
election into the decision 
making organ of  the world 
governing body for football 
i s  a  r e w a r d  f o r  h i s 
hardwork and dedication 
to the development of  
football in Nigeria and the 
African continent.

“I  wholehear ted ly 
c o n g r a t u l a t e  A m a j u 
P i n n i c k  o n  h i s  we l l -
deserved election. The 

manner of  his victory 
shows  h i s  popu la r i ty 
among his colleagues in the 
Confederation of  African 

Football (CAF) executive 
council and congress.”

Henry Onyekuru for the 
Super Eagles AFCON 
qualifiers against Benin 
and  Leso tho,  re por t s 

ScoreNigeria.com
Kalu was forced out of  

Sunday's Ligue 1 clash at 
Dijon after suffering a thigh 
injury.

Onyekuru was one of  
seven players placed on 
standby by coach Gernot 
R o h r  a n d  h a s  b e e n 
rewarded by the Eagles for 
his new-found form at 
Galatasaray.

Over the weekend, he 
came off  the bench to score 
twice for the Istanbul giants 

to win 3-0 on the road and 
s t a y  w i t h i n  s t r i k i n g 
distance of  Super Lig 
leaders Besiktas.

He has so far scored 
five goals for Galatasaray 
since his arrival in January 
on loan from AS Monaco, 
where he did not enjoy 
enough playing time.

Nigeria visit Benin on 
March 27, before they 
welcome Lesotho three 
days later in final 2021 
AFCON qualifiers.

Africa for the first time 
since his ascension to the 
highest position in African 
football. “I am confident 
Af r i can  foo tba l l  w i l l 
succeed,  become se l f  
sufficient, and the best in 
the world,” predicted the 
o w n e r  o f  2 0 1 6  C A F 
C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e 
w i n n e r s  M a m e l o d i 
Sundowns. 

Turning to the Africa 

Cup of  Nations, Motsepe 

s a i d  h e  wa n t e d  i t  t o 

continue as a two-yearly 

t o u r n a m e n t  d e s p i t e 

suggestions from FIFA 

president Gianni Infantino 

that it be staged every four 

years.
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Africa must win World Cup soon,
says new CAF boss Motsepe

Onyekuru to replace injured Kalu

Pamodzi congratulates Pinnick on
FIFA Council

Ibrahimovic
recalled
to Sweden squad
after 5 years

PinnickPinnickPinnick Ibrahimovic
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ubba Malam hails Bfrom Katsina State. 
It is the home state of  

Nigeria's President, Major 
G e n e r a l  M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari (retd.). Malam calls 
h imse l f  Hausa -Fu lan i 
because his father is Hausa, 
and his mother is Fulani. 
Recently, Malam shared 
with his friends on social 
media his thoughts about 
Nigeria's President and 
Commander-In-Chief  of  
the Armed Forces, and his 
style of  governance. It was a 
mouthful expression of  
personal opinion:

“When we told them 
Buhari 's ineptness will 
destroy and balkanize this 
country, they said this day 
would never come. And it 
arrived earlier than we all 
envisaged, with ferocity of  
hate never seen in our entire 
history as a nation. Six years 
wasted with the North 
gaining nothing for having 
its son on the throne, but his 
re-germination of  seed of  
hate sown since the civil 
war, and that's how he will 
leave in 2023 with nothing 
but the rekindling of  this 
evil, as his greatest legacy. 

“Nigeria has never been 
divided like now, in its entire 
lifespan as a nation, which 
proves that the prophets 
who suggested that Buhari's 
p re s idency  i s  a  dea th 
sen tence  to  cor pora te 
Nigeria as we know it may 
not be wrong after all”, 
Malam submitted.

Not a few people in all of  
Nigeria's geopolitical zones 
share Malam's sentiments. 
Despair and despondency 
have been in the uptick in the 
c o u n t r y.  H u n g e r  a n d 
poverty are soaring like a 
launched space rocket. 
Lives of  Nigerians are now 
on the jeopardy lane as the 
menace of  bandits and 
Fulani terrorists continue to 
envelope the nation. Today, 
Nigerians are as divided as 
daylight is from the plunge 
of  thickset darkness. 

r e c k l e s s n e s s ,  a n d 
determined daredevilry 
and depravity in that 
season? Mr. President, 
however, blew his own 
trumpet saying that his 
regime borrowed money to 
build. I also agree with 
him. No doubt, Buhari has 
built many things. He built 
rail lines, he built roads, he 
built refineries, he built 
seaports and airports. 

Buhari has built many 
things and done plenteous 
good. But talks on the 
streets are that Buhari has 
also succeeded in building 
an environment where 
ethnic hate thrives; where 
nepotism flourishes, and 
where the domination of  
Niger ia ' s  v i ta l  o rgan 
agencies of  government by 
his ethnic group is daily 
celebrated in the corridors 
of  power. 

If  you asked farmers in 
the South-West region, and 
families whose loved ones 
have been kidnapped, 
raped, and beheaded by 
r a m p a g i n g  F u l a n i 
herdsmen all around the 
nation, they will tell you 
that Buhari has also built a 
n a t i o n  w h e r e  F u l a n i 
marauders have become 
untouchable killer kings.

For example, one Fulani 
headhunter-herdsman called 
'Wakili' has terrorised an 
area in Oyo State for eons. 
Recently, the locals who had 
had enough of  the menace 
invaded the forest hideout of  
the Fulani miscreant and his 
hundreds of  followers. Not 
wanting to take the law into 
t h e i r  o w n  h a n d s , 
untouchable Wakili was 
apprehended by the locals 
and dragged to a police 
precinct for justice. 

The police immediately 
s l ammed the  a r re s t e r s 
behind bar questioning who 
permitted them to smoke a 
terrorist out of  his cave as 
they set the terrorist loose. 
Nigerians believe that the 
action of  the police was in 
response to an instruction 
'from oga at the top' to 
protect killer-Fulanis at all 
cost and at the expense of  
their hosts.

 It is true that before the 
ascension of  Muhammadu 
Buhari as president; all 
manner of  animus, gall and 
g r u d ge  swe p t  t h r o u g h 
Nigeria. The country has 
always been a hotbed of  
t r o u b l e s .  I ' v e  n e v e r 
experienced a Nigeria that 
was paradise when I became 
a conscious adult.  Did 

Nigeria become paradise 
w h e n  o t h e r s  w e r e 
Presidents? Did poverty die 
and did hunger subside? 
What president in history 
was better than the man he 
succeeded? 

Nigeria got worse with 
e v e r y  s u c c e e d i n g 
administration. But there 
seems to be something eerie 
about Buhari and his style of  
governance; not because he 
is Fulani. Former President 
Umaru Yar'Adua was Fulani 
and there was no national 
brouhaha when he reigned. 
Atiku Abubakar is Fulani; 
millions in the South voted 
for him in the last election 
a n d  N i g e r i a n s  a r e n ' t 
assessing him from the lenses 
of  a Fulani irredentist. There 
is something eerie about 
Buhari that Nigerians seem 
to have figured out.

From the  expressed 
opinion of  my friend I 
mentioned at the outset of  
this treatise, it is very obvious 
that where somebody comes 
from in Nigeria does not 
necessarily determine who 
gives Buhari a pass mark or a 
w o e f u l  f a i l u r e  a s 
Commander-in-Chief  of  
Nigeria's armed forces. 

N i ge r i a n s  f r o m  t h e 
North and the South believe 

that this President has torn 
down the nation's oneness 
and unity. The discourse 
around the world today is 
Buhari ' s  posture  as  an 
unapologetic ethnic bigot 
and a fanner of  Fulani 
domination of  Nigeria and 
her tribes and many tongues.

 I am not certain how 
history will record and recall 
Buhari's second coming as 
Nigeria's leader. What I am 
sure of  is that it will be a 
gallimaufry of  opinions and 
conclusions. While some 
perceive Buhari as Nigeria's 
existential threat to oneness 
and unity, others will see him 
as a symbol of  progress and 
peace. Is Buhari, Nigeria's 
President and Commander-
In-Chief  now the country's 
existential problem? 

Leva in circuitu oculos 
tuos et vide. Look around 
you and see! It is believed 
that Buhari has built walls; 
not bridges. Is it too late for 
Mr President to change this 
narrative? I don't think so. 
After all is said and done; 
and after Mr. President 
wraps up his assignments, 
how will Nigeria remember 
him? Will he be remembered 
as a wall builder, or a bridge 
builder?

Not every Nigerian 
views the country from this 
depressing perspective. 
Innumerable Nigerians still 
be l ieve  that  Buhari  i s 
Nigeria's hybla-bee with 
beaucoup rushing and 
gushing honey. To them, 
Nigeria is at its best under 
the man from Daura. A few 
days ago, Buhari performed 
t h e  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 
ceremony of  the Eastern 
Narrow Gauge Railway 
project with new extensions 
a n d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d 
construction of  Bonny 
Deep-Sea Port and Railway 
Industrial park, in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State. 
When completed, we were 
told, the 1,443-kilometre 
Port Harcourt – Maiduguri 
Rail Line will connect 
Rivers, Abia, Imo, Enugu, 
Ebonyi, Anambra, Benue, 
N a s a r a w a ,  P l a t e a u , 
Kaduna, Bauchi, Gombe, 
Yobe and Borno states all by 
rail.

 The President later 
reportedly said that the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h e 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  2 0 1 5 
borrowed money only for 
the purpose of  sharing 
among party bigwigs. I 
agree with him. Who will 
ever forget the rampant 
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