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Ebonyi police arraigns
fake soldier for
defrauding public

This is Mrs Patricia
Okonkwo, mother of
Ikechukwu, the victim
of 1996 Otokoto ritual
killings in Imo State

Uzodimma, Obiozor, differ on security,
Igbo presidency

Another son
mad

Now lives in
father’s house

I don’t perform
traditional rites as
pastor – Monarch

Vacancy!!!
A media house in Owerri 

needs the services of 
experienced drivers: 

Qualifications required:
I. Minimum of SSCE

ii. Valid driver’s license
iii. Must be resident in Owerri
iv. Not less than 5yrs driving 

experience.
Applications should be sent to

jobs@newsecho.com.ng 
or visit Echo Zone 138, Wetheral 

Road Owerri, Imo State,
Tel: 08124350783, 08137914644

Echoes of
Otokoto saga

Ejected from
husband’s
house

Again: 2 shot dead
as rival cult groups
clash in Anambra

Patricia OkonkwoPatricia OkonkwoPatricia Okonkwo
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NUC upgrades 3 institutions to 
universities in Delta 
Frome Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

T
he National Uni-
versities Commis-
sion (NUC), has 

approved the recently 
upgraded three tertiary 
institutions in Delta State 
to universities. 

The approval was giv-
en by the Executive Sec-
retary of  NUC, Prof. 
Abubakar Rasheed, when 
the state governor, Dr. 
Ifeanyi Okowa, led top 
state government officials 

to present strategic docu-
ments of  the universities 
to the commission at its 
headquarters in Abuja on 
Friday.   

The approved univer-
sities are the Delta State 
University, Agbor; Den-
nis Osadebe University, 
Asaba and the Delta State 
University of  Science and 
Technology, Ozoro. 

The development has 
made Delta, a state with 
the highest number of  
universities in the coun-
try.The state, with the 

Mba dismisses allegations against
NSCDC colour duplicate 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Chairman of  Onit-
sha-North Local Gov-

ernment Area, Hon Pat-
rick Aghadinuno Mba has 
dispelled the report that 
the Ado vigilante group 
duplicated the colours of 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC).

Mba while addressing 
journalists on the said 
development, stated that 
the NSCDC was wrong 
to have levelled such al-
legations against Onitsha 
community because their 
purported claim was not 

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

T
he Vice-Chan-
cellor, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe Univer-

sity (UNIZIK), Prof. 
Charles Okechukwu 
Esimone has urged the 
public to disregard ru-
mours in the social me-
dia trying to discourage 
people from accepting 
the COVID-19, saying 
they are unfounded and 
ill-advised.

Prof. Esimone said this 
after taking the jab at the 
office of  the Commis-
sioner for Health, Jerome 
Udoji Secretariat Com-
plex, Awka.

Rumours over COVID-19 vaccines are 
unfounded, misleading – VC UNIZIK

``As a health scientist, I 
know those are unfound-
ed rumours and as you 
can see I have taken the 
vaccine.

``I am a vaccinologist 
by training and we know 
that vaccines constitute 
the most accessible and 
affordable means of  pre-
venting any kind of  infec-
tious diseases especially 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.   

``It is advisable for all 
to take the vaccine; this 
is my card, it is safe and 
I encourage Nigerians 
to do the same and we 
should be our brothers’ 
keepers.

The VC noted that for 
Nigeria to achieve health 

immunity, about 70 per 
cent of  the population 
must be vaccinated in 
one way or the other.

``We are leading by ex-
ample; that is why we are 
receiving this vaccine as 
well as telling our people 

that this is the right way 
to go.

``Others should join 
in doing the same by 
encouraging their loved 
ones to take the vaccine,’’ 
he said.   

Deputy Vice-Chan-

cellor, Administration 
UNIZIK, Prof. Joseph 
Ikechebelu, said that the 
only way COVID-19 can 
be handled is by preven-
tion since there’s no cure 
yet for it particularly in 
the area of  medicinal 

cure.  ``So, we have to en-
courage ourselves, accept 
the COVID-19 that has 
come to stay with us and 
the only way we can han-
dle it is through preven-
tions and directives from 
relevant bodies.

three approved universi-
ties in addition to the one 
already in existence, now 
has four universities. It 
also has two federal uni-
versities, namely; Nigeri-
an Maritime University, 
Okerenkoko and Petro-
leum Training Institute, 
Effurun, making the total 
number of  universities in 
the state six. 

Rasheed, at the pres-
entation of  letter of  
recognition, charged 
the governor to provide 
sustainable financial re-

sources for the survival 
of  the universities. 

 “Today, Delta State 
with this three will have 
four state universities and 
making it the state with 
the largest number of  
public universities in the 
country. 

 “It is something worth 
celebrating. We advice 
the governor to kindly 
make the universities to 
serve the purpose they 
were created for by pro-
viding sustainable fund-
ing”. 

ASEPA begins 
fumigation of
drainages, sewages 
in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
bia State Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency,(ASEPA) 

has flagged off  the fumi-
gation of  drainages and 
sewages in Umuahia me-
tropolis and environs for 
healthy living of  the resi-
dents.

The fumigation exer-
cise, is in patnership with 
Donnecks global services, 
targeted at getting removal 
of  contamination from the 
drainage systems.

It is also geared towards 
neutralisation of  killer 
pestes in the drainages and 
in sewages.

Explaining the idea be-
hind the fumigation, the 
General Manger of  Abia 
State Evennvironmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(ASEPA), Hon. Eze Ok-
wulehie said that Umua-
hia residents deserved 
sound health, in line with 
the mandate of  his office, 
hence the fumigation.

Okwulehie noted that 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
was out to protect Abians 
against diseases, especial-
ly in this period of  global 
health pandemic.

He further assured that 
the fumigation campaign 
would be extended to all 
streets and sanitary lanes 
and urged the residents to 
cooperate with the agency.

factual.
According to him, the 

vehicle colours of  Onitsha 
community vigilante ser-
vice were red, white and 
yellow respectively while 
those of  the Nigeria Se-
curity and Civil Defence 
Corps were only red and 
white, adding that there 
were no resemblance or 
colour crisis whatsoever.
The council boss howev-

er noted that such mislead-
ing press releases should 
be disregarded because 
Onitsha local vigilante 
has no intentions of  dupli-
cating the services of  the 
NSCDC.

Suspected thugs invade private schools

T
he Leadership of  
Imo State Chap-
ter of  the Nation-

al Association of  Propri-
etors of  Private Schools 
(NAPPS) has lamented 
the incessant harassment, 
intimidation, physical as-
saults and extortion from 
the ministry of  education 
task force.

Speaking, the President 
of  NAPPS in Imo State, 
Chief  Mbakwe said that 
the attention of  his lead-

ership was drawn on how 
some group of  people 
armed to the teeth at-
tacked some premises of  
private schools under the 
guise of  taskforce from 
the ministry of  education 
and catered away proper-
ty worth millions of  nai-
ra.

Mbakwe also stated that 
NAPPS before now is 
saddled with sole aims of  
uniting and monitoring 
the activities of  all private 

schools in Nigeria as well 
as to liaise with the gov-
ernment. 

Further, Chief  Mbakwe 
stated that the invasions 
of  private schools unan-
nounced and illegal loot-
ing of  their properties 
has remained an issue 
of  great concern to the 
union Leadership which 
he described as first of  its 
kind leaving the  children 
and pupils in a terrible 
shock. He gave names of  

some of  the invaded  pri-
vate  schools as follows, 
Logos Nursery and Pri-
mary School Ubomiri in 
Mbaitoli Local govern-
ment area,  Catch Them 
Young in Owerri West, 
Unique Mustard Seed lo-
cated at Site and Servic-
es World Bank axis and 
many others.

Effort made to reach the 
commissioner for educa-
tion was abortive as he 
was not in his office.

Okewulonu extols Ihedioha, hopeful of senate seat

T
he Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
candidate for the 

Imo North Senatori-
al bye- election, Chief  
Emma Okewulonu has 
described Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha as a leader with 
great capacity whom in 
his short period in office 
left a legacy in Imo. 

 Speaking to journalists 
at the 56th birthday cel-
ebration of  Ihedioha at 
the headquarter of  Imo 
PDP in Owerri last week, 
Okewulonu maintained 
that former Governor 
Ihedioha is respected 
by Imo people despite 
what happened, add-
ing that he would have 
made Imo better with his 

unique leadership quality. 
He noted that he put on 
ground good governance 
in Imo state that is still 
been celebrated in the 
heart of  Imo people.

The Senator elect who 
represented Ihedioha in 
the occasion, powered by 

Coalition of  Imo Young 
Leaders, noted that Ihe-
dioha is a man who be-
lieves in due process and 
nation building, espe-
cially that he has what it 
takes to win election in 
Imo state at anytime.

Okewulonu who men-

tioned that Judiciary still 
remains the last hope of  
the masses reassured the 
party faithful that he will 
secure the mandate of  
Okigwe zone and ensure 
quality representation as 
he promised them during 
his campaigns. 

Insecurity: Naval Chief warns hoodlums
in Anambra
From Karen James,
Nnewi

The Chief  of  Naval Staff, 
Vice Admiral Awwal 

Gambo has warned hood-
lums in Anambra while or-
dering officers to be on alert 
and redouble their efforts on 
dealing with criminal ele-
ments attempting to truncate 

the existing peace in the state.
The directive followed the 

recent attacks on security per-
sonnel and formations in the 
state during which four naval 
officers lost their lives in sep-
arate attacks by the gunmen.

Addressing newsmen on 
Friday shortly after a meeting 
with Governor Willie Obiano 
at the governor’s lodge, Onit-
sha, the Naval Chief  said they 

were working in conjunction 
with the armed services and 
security agencies to ensure 
lasting peace to this state.

Gambo, who had earlier 
made an operational visit to 
Onitsha Naval Outpost, de-
scribed the maiden visit as 
timely as well as period of 
sober reflection following the 
ugly incident.
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By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Peoples Re-
demption Party 
(PRP), Imo State 

chapter has said that it 
will win Imo  governor -
ship election, the presi-
dency and other elective 
positions in 2023, saying 
it has been strengthened 
to gain electoral victory 
given its viable member-
ship, ideology, outreach-
es and popularity.

PRP, Imo State Chair-
man, Hon. Peter Okafor, 
gave the assurance dur-
ing the ward and local 
government congress, 
held at Bongo Square, 
Owerri, last Saturday.

Okafor, who said that 

PRP ‘ll win Imo 2023 governorship 
election - Okafor

the party is formida-
ble and making waves 
across the country will 
win many elective posi-
tions in the forthcoming 
election, advising mem-
bers, especially the newly 
elected executive mem-
bers, to remain strong 
and steadfast in the par-
ty, urging them to shun 
indiscipline, dishones-
ty and corruption. He 
commended INEC for 
coming to monitor the 
congress which he said 
would enhance the vic-
tory and fortunes of  the 
party.

Encouraging members 
to keep faith with the 
party, as well as shun 
merchandising, Nation-

al Vice Chairman, South 
East and Secretary, Con-
vention Committee, 
Comrade Joachim Ezen-
wa Anyanwu, said that 
PRP has come a long 
way, adding that it will 
do everything possible to 
win elections to be able 
to redeem the people 
from the evil clutches of 
APC and PDP, stressing 
that the national lead-
ership of  the party was 
committed to taking the 
party to victory in 2023.

Adjudging the con-
gress as peaceful, PRP 
Imo Congress Commit-
tee Secretary, Hon. Elu-
wa Ifeanyi Henry, State 
Organizing Secretary, 

Ango Ahmed Odom and 
Morgan Ahumibe pos-
ited that “PRP will fish 
out uncorruptible poli-
ticians including youths 
who have great ideas 
and field them in elective 
positions to enable PRP 
win elections.

From David Eze,
Abakaliki

T
he Barr. Onyeka-
chi Nwebonyi led 
factional Chair-

man of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
in Ebonyi State and oth-
er executive members of  
his faction have resigned 
their membership of  the 
PDP and joined the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC).
Recall that Chief  

Onyekachi Nwe-
bonyi-led State Working 
Committee of  the Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) was dissolved by 
the National Working 

Committee of  the party 
following the defection 
of  Governor David Uma-
hi to the APC, November 
last year.
The PDP leadership 

also appointed a caretak-
er committee led by El-
der Fred Udeogu to pilot 
the affairs of  the party in 
Ebonyi state, in the inter-
im.  But Nwebonyi and 
some PDP executives in 
the State rejected their 
dissolution and went to 
court. The court reinstat-
ed him and described the 
dissolution as null and 
void.
However, the leadership 

may have come to an end 
following the resignation 

of  Nwebonyi and his 
faction from the PDP on 
Saturday.
Announcing their resig-

nation and subsequent 
defection to the APC  in 
a communique Barrister 
Nwebonyi, said the deci-
sion was as a result of  the 
undemocratic practices 
bedevilling the PDP.
Part of  the commu-

nique reads: “It is worthy 
of  note that the national 
and Zonal leadership of  
the party had intentional-
ly excluded Ebonyi State 
Chapter from the Zonal 
Executive Committee 
(ZEC) that organized the 
recent zonal congress of  
the party. 

Embattled Ebonyi PDP chairman,
others resign, join APC

“This is in total disre-
gard to the ruling of  the 
Federal High Court sit-
ting in Abakaliki which 
recognized the elected 
executives of  the party in 
Ebonyi State. The nation-
al leadership of  the party 
also blatantly rebuffed 

all efforts made by the 
leadership of  the state 
chapter of  the party for 
due process to be fol-
lowed. 
“We want to use this op-

portunity to express our 
dissatisfaction and rejec-
tion of  the recently held 
Southeast Zonal Con-
gress of  the party and 
the stand of  the party on 
zoning in respect of   the 
2023 presidential ticket. 

Members of PRP, Imo State chapter, shortly after their ward and local government congress, held at Bongo 
Square, Owerri, last Saturday.

We are committed to 
meeting people’s need 
which APC and PDP 
had failed to address due 
to greed and corruption”.

Affirming their com-
mitment to discharge 
their duty effectively and 
in line with the dictates 

of  PRP constitution, the 
new executive members, 
Uchenna Ibe (chairman, 
Ahiazu Mbaise), Vita-
lis Chibuzo Anyanwu 
(chairman, Ikeduru) and 
Ezeji Ubani, thanked the 
party for choosing them 
to serve.

ANSAA strengthens 
campaign against illegal 
mounting of billboards
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

T
he Anambra State 
Signage and Adver-
tisement Agency has 

warned defaulters against 
indiscriminate posting of  
posters and erecting of  bill 
boards at strategic places.

News Echo reports that 
one of  the bill boards be-
longing to a prominent 
personality in Ogbunka 
community, Dr. Foster If-
ejiofor was pulled down 
as it was mounted at a 
wrong place, and without 
the agency’s tag, just as it 
was situated very close to 
the road.

Speaking to newsmen af-
ter the exercise, the team 
leader of  Anambra State 
Signage and Advertise-
ment Agency that led the 
operation, Mr. Chika Nga-
obili said that the board is 
an illegal one as it has no 
tag and not owned by Ad-
vertisement  practitioners.

According to Mr. Ngao-
bili, the structure portray-
ing him as the traditional 
ruler of  the community is 
also illegal and as such not 
allowed.

He equally noted that in-
dividuals have no right to 
erect bill boards rather they 
should pass through an ad-
vertisement practitioner so 
as to make it genuine as 
such practitioners will be 
held responsible if  any is-
sue arises.

S
enator Samuel Anyan-
wu has decried the de-
plorable condition of  

roads in the South East ge-
opolitical zone, calling on 
the Federal Government 
to expedite action towards 
rescuing the situation be-

Anyanwu decries state of bad 
roads in South East

fore the rainy season.
Anyanwu, a People’s 

Democratic Party (PDP) 
chieftain in Imo state ex-
pressed concern on how 
the President Muham-
madu Buhari’s led govern-
ment deliberately aban-
doned the zone in all their 
programmes, and appealed 
to relevant stakeholders to 
intervene.

According to him, con-
tractors handling the only 
awarded roads, Enugu-Aw-
ka-Onitsha and Enu-
gu-Okigwe-Umuahia-Aba 
axis had since absconded 
from work and wondered 
how people within the ar-
eas could overcome the 
2021 rainy season.

Anyanwu therefore re-
minded the Federal Gov-

ernment the role of  the 
South East in the develop-
ment of  the country, and 
described the treatment 
meted out on the people of  
the zone as despicable, un-
called for and wicked.

He said, “where on earth 
will a government treat her 
people like second class cit-
izens? It is painful that the 
people of  the South East, 
after playing major role in 
the growth of  the country, 
only what they receive in 
return is bad roads, unem-
ployment, insecurity and 
clannish gang up”

He queried why people 
of  the zone were treated as 
second class citizens, when 
their counterparts in other 
zones receive the best treat-
ment from the government.

Auction Sales  

There will be auction 
sales of unserviceable 
vehicles and store items 
at Obowo LGA Imo 
State on Friday, April 1, 
2021 by 10am.

1.  Toyota Bus 1 Nos
2.  Toyotta Corolla 1 Nos
3.   Nissan Bus 1 Nos
4.   Toyota Camry 1 Nos
5. Mowing Machine 1 Nos
6.   Refrigerator Thermo     
       cool 3 Nos
7.     Iron Gate 2 Nos
8.     Tractor Ridges 2 Nos 
9.   Tractor Bucker 1 Nos
10.  Scrapped Iron Lot
11. Scrapped Tanks 4 Nos

Signed:
J.C. Uwalaka
Auctioneer - 08033281283



or some time now the FSouth East region has been 
under the siege of faceless 

gun men who has undertaken the 
obnoxious responsibility of  
attacking police men and burning 
their stations. 

This is a very ugly development 
which has put the job of police 
security under serious threat. 
Consequences are very grave for 
the residents in the South East as 
a result

This situation without doubt is 
already compounding the poor 
security situations in the land. 
Reports monitored in the South 
East states indicate that the gun 
men are operating in each of the 
states and swoops on the police 
selectively attacking and killing 
them and or burning their 
stations, carting away their arms 
in some cases.

So far no group has claimed 
responsibility nor has anyone or 
g roup been ident i f ied  as  
responsible for the attacks. 
However, signals from Onitsha 
indicate that the boys of the 
Eastern Security Network (ESN) 
have been fingered to be 
responsible for the attacks 
following the invasion of the 
soldiers into Onitsha in search of 
according to the ESN boys.

We condemn this development 
in its entirety and wonder at the 
grave silence of all the governors 
in the South East who are the 
chief security officers of their 
respective states. There is every 
r e a s o n  t o  u n r a v e l  t h e  
perpetrators of this heinous 
crime. The crime risks putting the 
people of the Igbo nation against 
the security operatives who may 
chose to overrun certain areas as 
is typical of military men who 
constantly launch reprisal attacks 
at the slightest provocation.

The policemen mowed down in 
active service are breadwinners 
and parents to other people. They 
are members of the Nigerian 

society that are receiving the 
p a n g s  a n d  p a i n s  o f  b a d  
governance unleashed on the 
people by greedy politicians. 
They are not known to have 
committed any crime against the 
assailants. Clearly, there may not 
be any justification for the 
killings.

Statistics have shown that the 
Nigerian nation is under policed 
and this is the reason it is difficult 
to track all the crimes occurring 
in the environment. This is why it 
is risky to further depopulate the 
available police hands. So much 
resource is lost in the attempt to 
rebuild burnt police stations 
which ought to be redeployed for 
alternative uses.

The attack of police men and 
their stations reached the apogee 
during the EndSARS protests 
c o m p e l l i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government to set up probe 
panels to hear all those aggrieved 
by police actions. It is difficult to 
identify if the wave of killings are 
still part of the protests in which 
case those unleashing the 
m a y h e m  s h o u l d  u n m a s k  
themselves and lay bare their 
grievances.

News Echo calls the governors 
within the region to investigate 
these attacks as the chief security 
officers of their states. Their 
silence may be sending a wrong 
signal to the authorities and other 
persons. Efforts should be made 
to identify and appropriately 
condole with the victim's 
families who have lost their 
spouses by no fault of theirs. 

We also call on the people 
behind these criminal actions to 
halt it immediately. We have shed 
so much blood. Violence is an ill 
wind that blows none any good. 
We can never reap any dividend 
from acts of destruction no 
matter the temporary pleasure we 
may derive from it. We should all 
respect the sanctity of human 
lives. Enough please.

South East Gov's and 
incessant attacks on police EDITORIAL
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Governor Willie Obiano with the Chief of Naval Staff,  Admiral Awwal Gambo at governors lodge, Onitsha.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

A 
Non-Governmen-
tal Organization, 
Great Anambra 

Forum (GAFORUM), has 
commended Governor Wil-
lie Obiano for enthroning 
peace and stability in the 
State through his strong 
support for the zoning of  
governorship election to 
Anambra South Senatorial 
District.

Anambra 2021: Group lauds 
Obiano on zoning principle

The group, which ex-
pressed its satisfaction while 
addressing newsmen in 
Awka, at the weekend, said 
that based on the results of  
the surveys it conducted on 
the  possibility of  zoning 
arrangement, Anambra city 
have endorsed it.

Great Anambra Forum, 
which came into existence 
eighteen years ago, is com-
mitted to bringing Anambra 
State on the track of  sus-
tainable political progress.

The facilitator of  the group, 
Chief  Fabian Ozoigbo com-
mended  Anambra Elders 
Forum, religious organiza-
tions, political parties, tradi-
tional rulers,  among others 
for abiding by the zoning ar-
rangement which according 
to him is in the greater in-
terest of  peace, oneness and 
progress of  Anambra State.

Ozoigbo an advised polit-
ical parties to ensure that 
their candidates have capac-
ity in terms of  competence, 

Health Commissioner educates citizens Health Commissioner educates citizens 
on tuberculosis prevention on tuberculosis prevention 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

A
s the world 
celebrates the 
world Tubercu-

losis day, Anambra Tu-
berculosis Team, World 
Health Organization 
and non-governmental 
organizations have em-
barked on road show in 
Awka to sensitize peo-
ple on dangers of  tuber-
culosis and the need to 
protect oneself  from the 
infection.

The awareness exercise 
which commenced at 

the Jerome Udorji State 
Secretariat Awka with 
the theme for this year’s 
celebration, “the clock 
is ticking, checkam” was 
part of  programmes to 
mark World Tuberculosis 
Day. Paul Ezeoke reports 
that World Tuberculosis 
Day is designed to build 
public awareness about 
the global epidemic of  tu-
berculosis and efforts to 
eliminate it.

The Commissioner for 
Health, Dr. Vincent Ok-
pala while addressing 
the public called for col-
lective efforts to end the 
challenge of  tuberculosis 

and achieve the Sustain-
able Development Goals 
target set for the disease 
by the United Nations.

Okpala further alluded 
that the state is one of  the 
twenty two high burden 
areas with regards to tu-
berculosis and recorded 
three thousand cases last 
year, adding that the state 
is working to decrease 
drug resistant tuberculo-
sis across the state.

He expressed satisfac-
tion that the partnership 
with various agencies is 
yielding the desired goals, 
even as he said that An-
ambra state has received 

many awards for its out-
standing response to the 
fight against tuberculosis.

Also speaking, the Dep-
uty Programme Manager 
TB, Leprosy and Burulli 
Ulcer Control Anambra 
State Mr. Joseph Ezeebu-
nafor said the walk was 
to remind the people of  
the dangers of  TB, mode 
of  transmission and need 
to protect themselves.

Ezeebunafo however, 
called on the people to al-
ways access treatment in 
health facilities across the 
state, and made it clear 
that tuberculosis treat-
ment is free.

By Jennifer John 

I
mo state governor, 
Senator Hope Uzod-
imma and the presi-

dent general of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo, have taken diver-
gent stands on some per-
tinent issues affecting the 
Igbo nation.

Fielding questions from 
government house cor-
respondents after an el-
ders council meeting of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo hosted 
by Imo State on Satur-
day, the governor, literally 
ruled out the establish-
ment of  a security outfit 
for the South-East in the 
mould of  Amotekun of  the 
South-West.

He said Igbos have al-
ways had internal securi-
ty arrangements (the vig-
ilante) at the community 
level which he said will 
be encouraged to contin-
ue  collaborating with the 
Nigerian Police to guar-
antee internal security for 

the citizens.
Also when the ques-

tion of  the stand of  the 
Ohanaeze elders council 
on the Igbo Presidency 
was thrown to him, Uzo-
dimma just chose to make 
a correction to the effect 
that there is nothing like 
Igbo presidency. He, how-
ever, referred the corre-
spondents to the commu-
nique issued at the end of 
the meeting.

However, when the 
same questions were later 
posed to the President of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Prof. 
George Obiozor, he took 
a totally different view, 
insisting that Igbos must 
take special interest in 
their security since they 
are among the worst hit 
by the current insecurity 
situation in the country.

On the issue of  Igbo 
Presidency, he described 
it as a righteous course for 
the Igbo to produce the 
next president of  Nigeria 

come 2023.
While on the issue of 

zoning, he likened its im-
portance to Nigerian pol-
itics to the importance of 
breath to man’s existence.

Meanwhile the commu-
nique released at the end 
of  the meeting touched 
on five key areas; security, 
economy (Igbo stabiliza-
tion fund), Igbo presiden-
cy, power sharing (restruc-
turing) and education.

According to the commu-
nique, the council was of 
the opinion that Igbo needs 
a security outfit that will at 
once address issues that are 
peculiar to the nature, cul-
ture, tradition and topogra-
phy of  Igbo land and also 
give support to the effort of 
the federal government in 
the area of  security.

Concerning economy, it 
said the council mandated 
leadership of  Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo to fashion out 
ways of  encouraging gov-
ernments in Igbo speak-

Uzodimma, Obiozor differ on security
outfit for Igbo, Igbo presidency

ing states to become more 
proactive in the pursuit of 
policies that would boost  
agriculture and manufac-
turing, while noting with 
dissatisfaction, the recent 
national statistical figures 
that ascribed some Igbo 
speaking states as ranking 
highest in the number of 
unemployed people in Ni-

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State House 
of  Assembly Com-
mittee on Public 

Procurement has charged 
government agencies in 
the state to adhere strictly 
to procurement law in the 
execution of  projects to en-
courage accountability.

News Echo gathered that 
the committee made the 
call when it visited the man-
agement of  Anambra State 
Oxygen Production Plant 
at Chukwuemeka Odumeg-
wu Ojukwu University 
Teaching Hospital, Amaku, 
Awka, as part of  its over-
sight responsibilities.

The committee, which 
spoke through its chairman, 
Hon. Chuka Ezenwune ex-
plained that the exercise is 
designed to ensure that the 
agencies work in accord-
ance to Procurement Law 

Anambra Assembly
urges agencies to uphold
procurement law  

to encourage good public 
accounting system. He also 
commended the agency for 
living up to expectations 
by providing them with all 
the relevant documents that 
enabled them to do a thor-
ough job.

The committee also called 
on other agencies to be pre-
pared for the exercise as it 
will not tolerate excuses.

In his remark, the Manag-
ing Director, Anambra State 
Oxygen Production Plant, 
Dr. Onyeka Ibezim told the 
committee that the agency 
has lived above board in the 
supply of  medical oxygen 
to COVID-19 protection 
centers and hospitals across 
the state. Ibezim commend-
ed Governor Willie Obiano 
for establishing the Oxygen 
Plant which according to 
him plays a crucial role in 
the management of  COV-
ID-19 patients, confirming 
that the visit has strength-
ened the agency.

geria.
Also contained in the 

communique was the 
mandate given to the pres-
ident general by the elders 
council to work in close 
consultation with Igbo so-
cio-cultural-political intel-
ligentsia to pursue the task 
of  ensuring that Alaigbo 
takes its turn in producing 

the next president of  Nige-
ria.

In the area of  education, 
according to the commu-
nique, the council madated 
Ohanaeze leadership to 
pursue a deliberate policy 
of  ensuring a noticeable  
and measurable improve-
ment in the quality of  edu-
cation in Igbo land.

integrity, experience, humil-
ity, and project plans among 
numerous other qualities.

He emphasized that candi-
dates must see and take An-
ambra State as a monolithic 
constituency devoid of  pri-
mordial sectional and com-
munal sentiments and inter-
est in all matters relating to 
human and infrastructural 
development.

An APGA stalwart and 
a member of  the organiza-
tion, Chief  Peter Onuora 
said that zoning arrange-
ment will assist in nipping 
in the bud high cost of  cam-
paigns, pre and post-elec-
tion litigations.

Another member of  the 
forum and a one-time Com-
missioner for Information 
and Culture in the State, 
Chief  Joe Oforkansi, who 
was of  the opinion that zon-
ing, will bring even develop-
ment, charged political par-
ties on peaceful and credible 
primaries.
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Market laneMarket laneMarket lane

g b e t e  M a i n  M a r k e t 

Olocated in the heart of  
Enugu, the Enugu State 

capital is one of  the developed 
markets in Igbo land which first 
began as an abode for trade by 
barter before it was developed by 
the colonial masters.

Following the development of  
infrastructure by the colonial 
masters, it gave rise to intra-ethic 
and inter-ethnic transactions.

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e 
Nigeria/Biafra ill-fated war, 
Ogbete market was said to have 
become an arena for the Nigeria 
military side who converted the 
place for sexual abuses.

Between 1970 when the civil 
war ended and now, Ogbete 
m a r k e t  h a s  t r a n s f o r m e d 
tremendously serving as a melting 
pot of  viable inter group relations 
and economic succour to the 
people. 

Arguably, Ogbete market is the 
largest and cheapest selling place 
where one can buy almost 
anything imaginable.  Each 
market has its own layout with 
different areas dedicated to 
certain goods, such as groceries, 
clothes,  electronics,  books, 
vegetables and grains, among 
others.

Traders are always at hand to 
assist prospective buyers to 
purchase what they want in the 
market.

News Echo learnt that opening 
of  the market starts 7am and 
closes at 6pm for six days a week.

It was learnt that apart from 
the era of  civil war when the 
market was gutted by fire, there 
had been a series of  fire incident in 
the market.

Fresh in the mind was the 
recent inferno that hit the market, 
although fire-fighters prevented it 
from causing huge damage.    

It could be recalled that traders 
used fire extinguishers to prevent 
the inferno from spreading to 
other parts of  the market although 
it touched the foam section of  the 
market.

The fire which was said to have 
started at a foam shop rampaging 
t o  a d j o i n i n g  s h o p s  w a s 
immediately arrested by traders 
making good use of  the fire 
extinguishers installed in all 
corners of  the market to combat 
the fire before prompt arrival of  
the state fire service”, one of  the 
traders who gave his name as 
Samuel Onyema recalled.

The Chief  Fire Officer, Enugu 
State, Okwudiri Ohaa said he was 
happy that the traders lived up to 
expectation by putting their fire 
training knowledge by the State 
Fire service to work before his 
men could arrive at the scene

However, Ohaa had at every 
forum repeatedly appealed to 
traders to be careful and always be 
on the lookout especially this 
harmattan period to avoid fire 
d i s a s t e r  i n  t h e  m a r k e t 
emphasizing that the market 
authority should make the roads 
leading to and around the market 
accessible to fire trucks in case of  
any eventuality.

Today, a visitor to the market 
will see that the newly appointed 
executive of  the union of  the 
market led by Ejike Cosmas 
Ezeugwu is not leaving anything 
to chance as the leadership had 
been able to unite all interest 
groups in the market which 
hitherto got split before the 
election that was later postponed 
by the state government.

One of  the striking features 
observed by the reporter at Ogbete 
market is that commodities are 
relatively cheap as prices of  some 
items such as yam, oil, garri, rice, 
beans, among others are lower 
than in  other  markets  l ike 
Kenyatta,  New market and 
Artisan Market. For instance, 
while a local bag of  rice is sold at 
N12, 000. 00, it is sold at N13, 
500. 00 in other markets in Enugu 
metropolis.

Speaking to News Echo in 

Enugu on Wednesday in his office, 
t h e  C a r e t a k e r  C o m m i t t e e 
Chairman of  the Ogbete Main 
Market Traders' Association 
(OMMATA), Hon. Ezeugwu, 
explained that justice and fairness 
r e m a i n e d  h i s  wa t c h w o r d , 
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  G o v e r n o r 
Ugwuanyi had been supportive, 
hence there was quick restoration 
of  peace in the market.

Ezeugwu said that his greatest 
desire is to take the Market to a 
greater height, pointing out that 
when he assumed office, the 
market was in a sorry state with 
bad roads, blocked drainages as 
w e l l  a s  b a r r o w  p u s h e r s 
constituting a nuisance to traders 
and buyers, but today, the market 
has taken a different shape.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m , 
immediately he assumed office, he 
swung into action and since then 
lot  of  successes  have been 
recorded.

"There was a time in Ogbete 
when we had many bad roads and 
blocked drainages.  There were so 
many barrow pushers milling here 
and there but today, we have 
regulated the movement of  the 
barrow pushers.

“Moreover, we have done up to 
95% repairs on the roads inside 
the market and have opened up 
blocked drainages.  In short, our 
desire is to take Ogbete to a greater 
height, God willing," he said.

Ezeugwu however insisted 
that his success story is to 
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi as 
well as the Enugu North Local 
Government Chairman, Hon. 
E m e k a  O n u n z e  w h o s e 

intervention made it possible for 
them to improve the hitherto 
sordid face of  Ogbete.

"The secret of  our success is 
God first, followed by our father 
and leader, Rt. Hon. Ifeanyi 
U g w u a n y i ,  t h e  E x e c u t i ve 
Governor of  Enugu State in 
conjunction with  our city mayor, 
Hon. Emeka Onunze.  They are 
the mask behind our success," he 
said.

Asked when they would 
conduct election to elect a 
substantive president for the 

market, Ezeugwu said before long 
that would be done, assuring 
traders to go about their business, 
saying that security has been 
strengthened in the market.

“I know the election of  the 
market union executive was 
postponed indefinitely but it will 
be held soon. As it is, normalcy 
has been restored to Ogbete 
market. Traders are happy and we 
are doing our best to see that there 
is justice, equity and fair-play in 
the market. There is security as 
well as peaceful coexistence in the 
market. Internal disputes are 
resolved amicably. I have to 
commend our able Governor, Rt. 
Hon. Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi for his 
leadership quality. He is people's 
governor”, he added.

He also said that the sewage 
problem between the market and 
the prison's quarters is being 
tack led ,  po in t ing  ou t  tha t 
Governor Ugwuanyi has equally 
intervened in the matter.

We are working towards the 
control of  the sewage disposal 
crisis between the Prison quarters 
and the Ogbete Main Market. 
Governor Ugwuanyi has even 
intervened in the matter," he said.

“ S o m e  o f  t h e  t r a d e r s 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a l s o  p o u r e d 
encomiums on the state governor, 
saying he is a peace loving leader 
whose bi-partisan politics has 
endeared him into the hearts of  
the people including traders at 
Ogbete market.

By Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Enugu Ogbete Main Market:
Melting pot of viable economic
sector in Igbo Land

Entrance to Ogbete Market

Inside Ogbete Market
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Interview

s a traditional ruler and 

Ap a s t o r ,  d o  y o u  n o t 
experience any conf lict 

performing the two roles? 
As far as I am concerned there is no 
conflict. There is none. In the first 
place both activities are to serve man 
and God. The issue of  traditional 
institution is something that started 
before the world began which God 
himself  is the King of  Kings. Jesus 
Christ is the King of  Kings and if  you 
look at the bible very well majority of  
the people that held prominent 
positions in the bible like Moses, 
Josephat, Aaron, they were Kings and 
they were prophets too. What matters 
is how one goes about it-what a man 
has in mind. Some people can be King 
and not worship idol. There is nothing 
wrong for a pastor to be a King. It is 
better for some of us for the pastor to 
be a King because he is going to 
handle the issues in the land with the 
fear of  God. Read Deuteronomy 
Chapter 1:17 for what it says about 
leadership.

What is the name of your Church?
I am worshipping with the Blood of  
Jesus Christ Ministry 

Are you the founder of the Church?
I am a messenger of  God.

Meaning that you are the shepherd 
there?
Of course

In which group is your church, 
Pentecostal, orthodox, spiritual or 
which?
Every church is spiritual, every 
church is Pentecostal. Every church 
that exists on earth came out from 
Pentecostal and Pentecostal came out 
from Judaism. Jesus Christ was not a 
Christian. He was a member of  
Judaism,

T h e  c h u r c h  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l 
institutions are stakeholders in the 
governance of Imo State. Majority 
of the victims of bad governance 
belong to  these  two g roups. 
Virtually everyone hails from a 
community or attends a church. 
Why is it that the leaders have 
remained so silent on the issues of 
bad governance in the state? Why is 
it that we have not heard traditional 
rulers speak about the salaries owed 
their subjects? 
As far as I know we have the three 
arms of  government namely the 
exe c u t ive,  t h e  j u d i c i a r y,  t h e 
legislature. The traditional institution 
does not belong to any arm of  
government. We are to support any 
government in power to succeed. We 
are under them. We cannot take 
decisions for them. They are the ones 
wearing the shoe and know where it is 
pinching them. We don't know what 
they have and what they don't have. 
They know when they have the 
money to pay or when they don't have. 
We know that in the government of  
Senator Hope Uzodimma, (Onwa 
Oyoko), the executive governor of  
Imo State, he is doing his best. The 

money generated by the state cannot 
be used in one department like in road 
construction, health, schools etc. He 
has to make it go round. For instance 
if  he has one million naira, he has to 
share it to accommodate all needs 
until another one comes. Imo State is 
not like Lagos State or Rivers or 
Anambra  S ta te  tha t  have  b ig 
industries that can generate monies to 
pay workers easily. 

Some people hold the view that the 
reason traditional rulers are not 
speaking out is that they are 
appointed by the government and are 
under their payroll. If so, do you 
think it is right for them to sacrifice 
their subject?   
N o,  w e  h av e  b e e n  a d v i s i n g 
government. We can talk to the 
government but we will not force 
them to do what they don't want to do. 
They have to pay the workers when 
they have money. If  they don't have 
money what should they do?

If  you notice Sir there is this 
continued wave of violent attacks in 
the South East region against the 
police where policemen are killed 
and their stations burnt. A police 
station in Ihitte Uboma was recently 
affected during which two police 
men were killed. What actually do 
you think that is happening because 

all the cities in the South East are 
now affected?
We the traditional rulers condemn the 
burning of  police stations, killing and 
kidnapping people. We are never in 
support of  that. It is evil. It is 
abominable. What do they gain 
burning police station, high court, 
killing people? 

Looking back over your childhood 
days what are the experiences that 
helped to shape your life to grow to a 
responsible citizen which is missing 
among our youths today?  
 Most of  the issues we are grappling 
with today among youths are caused 
by us. Some parents have failed to 
teach the youths the way of  the Lord. 
They don't read bible, they don't go to 
church, they only believe in their 
bible, and some belong to secret 
societies. When I was small, my 
mother use to take me to church. 
When I became a youth and got 
married and had children I have 
continued to take them to church and 
I am still teaching them about the way 
of  God and that is the only way to 
move forward. Children of  today are 
not like in the olden days when kids 
respected elders and any one senior to 
them. Children of  today no longer 
respect and honour people because of  
education or what I don't know of. 

Education I guess is part of  it, some 
go there to learn good some bad. 

Gov Hope Uzodimma few days ago 
celebrated his one year in office. 
How would you describe his 
performances so far?       
We have had many governors and 
today he is the present governor 
contributing his own quota to develop 
I m o  S t a t e  e c o n o m i c a l l y , 
educationally, socially and politically 
and in other areas he thinks the state 
needs development.

You said earlier that it is the failure 
of parents to take the children to 
church that is behind indiscipline. 
But today there are numerous 
churches dotted here and there why 
are we not having their impact on 
our behaviours? 
Yes, it is this many churches that are 
helping us to stem the problems. Are 
you hearing of  what is happening in 
the north? Are you hearing that?

Yes, but what is happening in the 
north also happens here?
You cannot  compare  what  i s 
happening in the North to what is 
happening here. What is happening in 
the North is completely different. 
There you see small boys carrying 
AK-47 killing people because of  their 

cows. Here you only see sometimes 
they rob, kidnap, once or twice in a 
month. But in the north it is everyday 
occurrence. Don't you listen to your 
radio?

Are you insisting the reason crime 
level is low in the South is because of 
Christianity?
Yes. People here are educated, They 
are Christians. They are wise. When 
they want to do something they use to 
have some consideration. Have you 
heard that students of  any school in 
the South East here were kidnapped 
in groups? Have you heard that? 

As the chairman of the Imo State 
Traditional Institution Community 
Policing in Ihitte Uboma can you tell 
us how the program has fared in your 
community in checking insecurity? 
We are trying our best. We are making 
sure that nothing is happening in 
I h i t t e  U b o m a .  I t  m u s t  b e  a 
misunderstanding that occurred that 
led to the burning of  police station or 
killing of  somebody. Ihitte Uboma is a 
beautiful place. We don't have 
problem there. 

You have served as an Eze of your 
community since 2017. What can 
you identify as your greatest 
achievement since assumption of the 
throne?
 When I was born I was told that our 
people had this Osu Caste System. 
Immediately I  was crowned I 
abolished it and brought some of  
those involved closer into my cabinet. 
Some I made chiefs. I separated from 
that old covenant or bondage. We 
conduct deliverance prayers from 
time to time that involved the two 
communities around me. 

As a pastor how do you handle 
cultural  pract ices  of  making 
offerings to the Gods as well?,, cuts 
in here 
Oh Oh Oh are you asking me how I 
worship my God or how I worship 
demon? 

Are you saying that when you are 
doing those things as a traditional 
ruler that you are worshipping 
demons? 
I don't do that. And my community 
knows. I told them what and what 
that I don't want. And they accepted it 
my own way. I don't have to do that. I 
am a pastor. Any time I want to break 
the Kola I consecrate it and cover it 
with the blood of  Jesus. No need of  
bring stones, no need of  bringing 
sands. Do you know what you are 
talking about?

But the Catholic Church in the 
Christendom also worships the 
graven image of Virgin Mary. How 
about that?  
Every church can design its own way 
of  worshipping God but I don't want 
to go into that. 

But is that not equivalent to what 
you are condemning?   
I can't say that. I have no right to 
condemn any church.
Thank you so much.

HRH Eze (Rev) Uwalaka says, I don't 
perform traditional rites as a pastor

Onwudiwe

is Royal Highness Eze (Rev) Jude Uwalaka (MSI), Ihie 111, Umuihi Autonomous community, Ancient Kingdom, Ihitte Uboma, His presently the Chairman of Imo State Traditional Institution community policing, Ihitte Uboma Local Government Area, Imo 
State. He became a royal highness in 2017. He served as a soldier in the Biafran Army, an aide to Col. Achuzia. In this chat with our 

editor, Afam Echi, he states that traditional institution predates the world.

Uwalaka
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i g e r i a  l o s t  a n 

Ne s t i m a t e d 
N192.22bn from 

January to November 2020 as 
international oil companies 
and local players flared a total 

f r i g r a n t s 

AFoundation and 
Money Trust Micro 

Finance Bank recently 
launched REVIVE a micro-
lending scheme to support 
market women in Nigeria.

According to the Chief  
Executive of  Afrigrants, Ms 
Telma Ekiyor and Chief  
Business Officer of  Money 
Trust Micro Finance Bank, 
Mrs. Sarah Osunsina, the 
goal of  Revive is to support 
this important segment of  
the economy as they recover 
from the adverse effects of  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The scheme hopes to 
suppor t  the  long term 
financial inclusion and 
economic empowerment of  
eve r y  marke t  woman, 
especially those regarded as 
the main stay of  the small 
and medium businesses in 
Nigeria.

The two executives also 
disclosed that the project 
extends beyond loan and 
recovery of  same. “We are 
not only out to give loans but 
to teach the women on the 
use of  the money. This is 
why the project includes 
financial literacy training, 
needs  a s se s sment  and 
profiling and assured access 

to consistent funding for all 
qualifying beneficiaries. The 
targeted women will have 
a c c e s s  t o  c o u n s e l i n g , 
financial coaching and 
r u d i m e n t a r y  b u s i n e s s 
training as well as financial 
support to revive and grow 
their businesses,  “they 
pointed out.

The Iyaloja of  Jakande 
Estate Market Isolo, Lagos 
where the project  was 
launched expressed her 
happiness and those of  her 
members on the Revive 
project hoping that it will go 
a long way to bring financial 
sanity to the market and 
o t h e r  m a r k e t s  i n 
Nigeria.”Individual efforts 
a t  t a k i n g  l o a n s  a r e 
cumbersome, erratic and 
most often too demanding 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  t h e 
economy is just recovering 
from the adverse effect of  
C OV I D - 1 9 .  We  l o o k 
forward to working with 
Afrigrant and Money Trust 
f o r  e f f e c t ive  b u s i n e s s 
recovery and stability.”

The Revive loan scheme 
which is backed up by 
African Development Bank 
is designed to spread across 
the nation before the end of  
the year.

March; 17.90 billion scf  in 
April, and 15.07 billion scf  in 
May, according to data 
obtained from the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m 
Corporation. 

A total of  14.19 billion scf  
was flared in June; 14.15 
billion scf  in July; 13.62 
billion scf  in August; 14.79 
billion scf  in September; 
13.98 billion scf  in October, 
1 7 . 3 2  b i l l i o n  s c f  i n 
November, and 14.17 billion 
scf  in December. 

With the price of  natural 

e v e r a g i n g  t h e Linnovative capacity of  
Fintechs, the Buhari 

administration is accelerating 
interventions, especially 
those under its Economic 
Sustainability Plan (ESP), 
including programmes on 
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y , 
agriculture, improving access 
to credit and direct cash 
transfers, among others, 
according to Vice President 
Ye m i  O s i n b a j o ,  S A N. 
Professor Osinbajo stated this 
Friday at the official launch 
of  the Nigeria Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
F i n t e c h  H a c k a t h o n 
organised by  Financia l 
Centre for Sustainability 
Lagos (FC4S Lagos), Nigeria 
Climate Innovation Centre 
(NCIC), Access Bank and 
AfricaHacks.

According to the Vice 
President, “this is incredibly 

are in far-flung areas of  the 

country. “But not just credit, 

also information that they 

would need for choosing the 

right type of  fertilizer, and 

other farm input. There is no 

question at all that Fin-Tech 

is crucial and would even be 

more crucial especially as we 

pursue goals of  financial 

inclusion and trying to reach 

hitherto unreachable parts of  

the country.”

powerful for our efforts at 
resolving the climate crisis; 
transit ioning to cleaner 
energy but also it introduces a 
tremendous opportunity for 
F in tech  compan ie s  fo r 
payments systems. “Being 
able to manage that whole 
process, collect monies in 
some case, and in many cases, 
payout to owners. I think that 
t h e r e  a r e  t r e m e n d o u s 
opportunities there. This is 
something we are starting 
now. Of  course, several 
companies have already 
shown some interest. “So, as 
we address climate concerns, 
there are major opportunities 
for Fintech companies and 
their creativity is going to be 
very crucial here.” 

Speaking about leveraging 

innovations by Fintechs to 

a d d r e s s  c h a l l e n g e s  i n 

agriculture, Osinbajo said 

“we need to expand the scope 

of  sustainable farming and 

farming techniques.” His 

words: “this has become 

crucial because we realise 

that now with deforestation 

and all the issues with farmer-

herder clashes and all of  that, 

there is a need for us to look 

more closely at how to be 

more  creat ive  wi th  the 

farming technique, engage 

our farmers, educate our 

farmers, use more extension 

workers actively. And I found 

this to be the case especially 

as we are trying to implement 

an aspect of  our Economic 

sustainability plan. “So, we 

have to first find out where 

these new farmers work and 

we have to geo-tag them to 

t h e i r  f a r m s.  B u t  m o r e 

importantly, we had to get 

credit to them one way or the 

other because many of  them 

plants increased by 3.52 per 
c e n t  t o  8 1 6 m m s c f d , 
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  p o w e r 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  3 , 4 4 5 
megawatts. 

The corporation said out 
of  the 208.61 billion scf  of  
gas supplied in December, a 
total of  146.72 billion scf  was 
commercialised, consisting 
of  42.90 billion scf  and 
103.82 billion scf  for the 
domestic and export market 
respectively. 

It said, “This translates to 
a total supply of  1.38 billion 

of  198.12 billion standard 
cubic feet of  natural gas. 

The oil companies wasted 
19.95 billion scf  of  gas in 
January; 18.27 billion scf  in 
February; 19.71 billion scf in 

gas put at $2.56 per 1,000scf  
as of  Friday, the 198.12 
billion scf  flared translates to 
a n  e s t i m a t e d  l o s s  o f  
$507.19m or N192.22bn 
(using the official exchange 
rate of  N379/dollar). 

T h e  N N P C  s a i d  o n 
Thursday that natural gas 
production in December 
2020 stood at 213.34 billion 
scf, translating to an average 
daily production of  6.88 
billion scf  per day. 

It said the daily average 
natural gas supply to power 

scfd of  gas to the domestic 
market and 3.35 billion scfd 
of  gas supplied to the export 
market for the month.

“This implies that 70.33 
per cent of  the average daily 
g a s  p r o d u c e d  w a s 
commercialised while the 
balance of  29.67 per cent 
was re-injected, used as 
upstream fuel gas or flared. 
Gas flare rate was 6.80 per 
cent for the month under 
review (i.e. 457.25 mmscfd) 
compared to average gas 
flare rate of  7.15 per cent 
(i.e. 538.59 mmscfd) for the 
period December 2019 to 
December 2020.” 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
revised payment regime for 
ga s  f l a r ing ,  o i l  f i r ms 
producing 10,000 barrels of  
oil or more per day will pay 
$2 per 1,000 standard cubic 
feet of  gas, compared to 
N10 per 1,000 scf  in the 
past. 

Firms producing less 
than 10,000 barrels of  oil 
per day will pay a gas flare 
penalty of  $0.5 per 1,000 
scf. 

Oil companies flared N192.22bn gas in 2020 — NNPC

Empowerment scheme
for market women

FG leveraging Fintech innovation
to address agric, energy challenges
– Osinbajo

Gas flaringGas flaringGas flaring
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Cr   me Watch

 35-year-old man 

Ahas been lynched 
to  death by an 

a n g r y  m o b  a f t e r  h e 
abducted and tried to make 
away with a four-year-old 

he Ebonyi State TPolice Command, 
has arraigned a 25-

year-old man, Micheal 

roperties worth over P200 million naira 
were gutted by fire at 

menax foam market beside 

alpable tension and Pf ear  has  g r ipped 
residents of  Awka 

metropolis following the 
dastardly murder of  two 
suspected cult members and 
two persons arrested in 
connection of  the crime.

N e w s  E c h o 
authoritatively gathered 
that the two killings took 
place at different strategic 

places such as the Eke Awka 
roundabout market and Ifite 
Awka road where two 
unidentified young men 
were murdered in cold 
blood.

It was also revealed that 
the death of  the two young 
men was as a result of  cult 
clash although our source 
who pleaded anonymity 
could not ascertain which 
c u l t  g r o u p  h a d  t h e 
encounter.

Confirming the report, 

police public relations 
o f f i c e r ,  D S P  I k e n g a 
Tochukwu of   Anambra 
State Police Command in a 
press statement said;

"Police Operatives have 
arrested two (2) persons 
suspected to have been 
involved in clashes between 
rival cult groups in the early 
hours of  28th March, 2021, 
along Ifite Awka, Zik's 
Avenue in Awka South 
LGA, which led to the death 
of  two yet unidentified 
young men, whose bodies 
have been deposited in the 

mortuary for preservation 
and autopsy".

Meanwhile, adequate 
security have been taken to 
forestall further escalation 
of  the incidence, while full-
sca le  inves t iga t ion  to 
determine the culpability or 
otherwise of  the two (2) 
arrested persons as well as 
arrest fleeing members of  
t h e  c u l t  g r o u p s ,  h a s 
commenced.

H o w e v e r ,  d i s c r e e t 
investigation is ongoing to 
arrest and bring to book 
other members of  the 

criminal gang on the run.
All the suspects would be 

c h a r g e d  t o  c o u r t  o n 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  
investigations.

The Commissioner of  
Police, CP Monday Bala 
Kuryas while reiterating the 
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Command not to spare 
u n r e p e n t a n t  c r i m i n a l 
elements in the State, has 
enjoined Anambra citizens 
not to hesitate in providing 
u s e f u l  a n d  t i m e l y 
information that can assist 
the Police in its operations.

Ochanja Market Onitsha 
Anambra state. The fire 
inc ident  happened  on 
F r i d a y  a t  a r o u n d  1 2 
midnight following a power 
surge in the area as the 
PHCN restores light during 

the night.
News Echo gathered from 

an eyewitness, Mr. Chima 
Offor living at 12 Clinton 
street Menax where the 
market is located said that 
the fire started immediately 

from a PHCN pole as they  
restored power at around 
midnight.

The recline wires on the 
pole were sparking lights 
before  s tacks  of  foam 
mattress packed very close 
to the electric pole caught 
fire from the sparks and 
degenerated into a large 
inferno that engulfed several 
shops, buildings, tricycles 

and cars parked on the 
roadside . 

However, a pregnant lady 
lost her life as she tried to 
escape the fire that had 
already engulfed the whole 
building by jumping  out 
from a two storey building 
and landed awkwardly on 
the ground. She was taken 
to menax hospital but was 
pronounced dead on arrival.

Ikechukwu, for defrauding 
suspecting members of  the 
public of  the sum of  N99, 
000.00, while claiming to 
be herbalist, cleric, doctor 
and soldier. 

The defendant had 

been in the habit of  duping 
people of  their hard earned 
money and promising he 
would use some powers to 
solve their problems. 

The suspect, who wore 
army uniform to court, had 

women as most of  his 
victims, who needed their 
h u s b a n d ' s  h e a l t h 
challenges solved. In the 
meantime, the defendant 
has defrauded them of  over 
N99, 000.00. 

The suspect, it was 
further learnt, committed 
the offence at Amaezekwe 

community, in the Ezza 
South Local Government 
Area of  Ebonyi State in 
March. 

H e  wa s  a r r a i g n e d 
before the Magistrate's 
Court on four counts of  
false pretense, felony, 
amongst others, 

The Police Prosecutor, 
Inspector Chinedu Mbam, 

told the court that the offence 
was punishable under sections 
419; 108(b); and 109(a) of  the 
Criminal Code Cap.33, Vol. 1, 
Laws of  Ebonyi  State  of  
Nigeria, 2009.

The charge read in part, 
"That you Micheal Ikechukwu 
'm' on the 12th day of  March, 
2021, at Amaezekwe, Ezza 
South Local Government Area, 
in the Jurisdiction of  the 
Honourable Court, did with 
intent to defraud and obtain the 
sum of  N37,000.00 from one 
Nwode Nkechi 'f' by falsely 
pretending that you will heal the 
husband, Obinna Nwode, of  his 
sickness and thereby committed 
an offence punishable under 
section 419 of  the Criminal 
Code Cap. 33, Vol. 1, Laws of  
Ebonyi State of  Nigeria, 2009. 

"That you you Micheal 
Ikechukwu 'm' on the 18th day 
of  March, 2021, at Amaezekwe 
community, in Ezza South 
Local Government Area, in the 
Jurisdiction of  this Honourable 
Court, did wear Nigeria Army 
uniform which you are not a 
member and with the intent that 
you may be taken as a member 
of  the Armed Forces and 
thereby committed an offence 
punishable under section 109(a) 
of  the Criminal Code Cap.33, 
Vol. 1, Laws of  Ebonyi State of  
Nigeria, 2009."

The suspect, who was not 
represented in court, pleaded 
f o r  l e n i e n c y,  u r g i n g  t h e 
Magistrate to have mercy on 
him. 

The Chief  Magistrate, Mrs 
Blessing Chukwu, granted the 
accused bail in the sum of  
N500,000.00 with one surety in 
like sum. According to her, the 
surety must be resident within 
the jurisdiction of  the court and 
have evidence of  tax clearance 
for three years (2018, 2019 and 
2020). 

She adjourned the case till 
April 14, 2021, for hearing.

was spotted by residents to 
the area, who promptly 
descended on him.

The four-year-old boy 
(name withheld) who was 
also rescued and reunited 
with his mother is said to be 
a resident of  the area.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 

information received on 
27th March 2021 at about 
08:30hrs, a young man, 
suspected to have stolen a 
child, was being mobbed 
along Umoudu Okpuno; 
Operatives of  Anambra 
State Command attached 

child in Okpuno area of  
Awka, Anambra State 
capital.

News Echo gathered 
that the man, who was 
identified as Yusuf, from 
Shagamu had snatched 
the little boy and tried to 
make away with him, but 

incident, Anambra State 
P o l i c e  C o m m a n d 
S p o k e s p e r s o n ,  D S P 
Tochukwu Ikenga said 
that the kidnapper was 
rescued and taken to 
h o s p i t a l ,  b u t  w a s 
confirmed dead.

 “Following credible 

“B” Division Awka, raced to the 
scene.

“The operatives rescued and 
reunited the four (4) years old 
child with the mother, while the 
suspect, simply identified as 
Yusuf  (m) of  about 35 years of  age 
and from Shagamu, Ogun State, 
was also rescued from the angry 
mob and rushed to the hospital, 
where he was confirmed dead.”

He said the Commissioner of  
Police, Mohammed Kuryas has 
d i r ec t ed  the  conduc t  o f  a 
thorough investigation into the 
circumstances leading to the death 
of  the suspected child trafficker.

He said the CP enjoined 
residents to promptly submit 
arrested criminal suspects to the 
Police for proper investigation and 
prosecution, rather than engaging 
in mob action.

35-year old man killed over alleged abduction 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka 

Ebonyi Police arraigns fake soldier for
defrauding public 
From David Eze,
Abakaliki

From Karen James,
Nnewi

1 killed, 4 houses gutted by
fire at Menax Foam Market

Suspected criminals on parade.

Again: 2 shot dead as rival cult groups clash
in Anambra 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka
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es. Why? Just, Ywhy? Nigerians 
usually ask this 

question when things go 
awry. At the momentous 
stage of  life when one plus 
one no longer gives two as 
the  answer, all and sundry, 
standing aghast, ask? Why? 
Most times, it comes like 
this: why did he do it? Or. 
Why did they do it? This act 
of  finding an answer to that 
deed, of  course an odious 
one normally comes from 
concerned members of  the 
public: men and women; 
boys and girls; old and 
young; rich and poor; 
educated and illiterate – just 
to find an answer to a 
pathetic situation. 
C e r t a i n ly,  w h e n  t h e  
bewildered masses resort 
into asking ' 'why did 
he/they do it'', be sure that 
an absurdity has just taken 
place. Count on your finger 
tips: the courageous Patrick 
Chukwuma Nzeogwu, the 

revolutionary army major 
who inspired the first 
military coup in Nigeria, 
thought he was doing a 
noble course. He gathered 
fellow military men of  like 
minds, tutored, mentored 
and indoctrinated them on 
the need to stage the Coup 
of  January 15, 1966. They 
aligned with him. In the 
end, the coup, though a 
patriotic and nationalistic 
venture, turned bloody. The 
prime minister, Alhaji 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa; 
and other top civilian and 
military officials, had lost 
their lives. The coup failed 
a n d  N i g e r i a n s  w h o  
originally hailed Nzeogwu, 
asked: why did do it? 
Of  course, on February 13, 
1976, Colonel Buka Suka 
Dimka also carried out a 
putsch which resulted into a 
coup. In the process, the 
head of  state, General 
Murtala Muhammed lost 
his life, so did few top 
military officers. At the 

t ime,  Niger ians  he ld  
Murtala in high esteem. He 
was regarded as a hero, 
especially after creating the 
19 state -structure. As the 
coup failed and the act was 
condemned, Nigerians in 
their numbers asked Dimka 
and his fellow conspirators; 
why did they do it? 
In the same line, a certain 
Major Gideon Orka, very 
handsome, tall and bold, 
again, shocked Nigerians 
when his led over 52 other 
of  his gang to topple the 
regime of  General Ibrahim 
Babangida on April 22, 
1990. That project crashed 
like a pack of  cards. The 
coup failed and the plotters 
a n d  t h e i r  s p o n s o r s  
scampered. Babangida 
survived. And Nigerians in 
their usual manner did one 
simple thing they knew how 
to do best – why did Orka 
do it? 
Most times, why did he do it 
comes  in  form of  a  
rhetorical question – it 

needs no answer! Why did 
he do it is usually when the 
cookies have come to 
crumble. At the sound of  it, 
the next is fury and fidget. 
When you hear why did he 
d o  i t ,  m a r k  i t  t h a t  
progenitor's action has 
boomeranged. Had he 
succeeded, he would have 
been celebrated and carried 
high. But he did not. 
Nzeogwu failed. Dimka 
flopped. Orka fluffed. And 
many others have been 
fumbling ever since then.
And then, on September 19, 
1996 in Owerri, Imo State, 
an innocent 11-year-old boy 
n a m e d  A n t h o n y  
Ikechukwu Okonkwo was 
murdered for  r i tuals.   
According to an account; 
“the little boy was hawking 
boiled groundnuts, which 
was his daily routine. He 
strolled along, selling his 
groundnuts for peanuts to 
whoever wanted to buy. 
When he got to Amakohia 
area of  Owerri, his eyes lit 

up with joy when a  
customer beckoned on him 
t o  a p p r o a c h .  T h a t  
'customer' was named 
Innocent Ekeanyanwu, 
aged 32. The boy was called 
into the famous Otokoto 
H o t e l  a n d  t h e  l i t t l e  
groundnut seller was visibly 
very excited, since it was a 
hotel, it meant that the new 
'customer' would probably 
b e  b u y i n g  p l e n t y  
groundnuts which will 
mean more money to take 
home to make his parents 
happy and assis t  his  
struggling family. 
“While waiting, the boy 
was treated like a guest, he 
was given a bottle of  Coca-
Cola to cool off  from the 
punishing heat of  tropical 
Africa.
Innocently, he took the 
Coke and gulped it with 
relish. As he was sipping his 
soft drink and taking a look 
at the glittering surrounding 
of  the hotel, he could have 
imagined having a hotel of  

his own too later in the 
future. As he was dreaming, 
his vision became blurry 
and the sounds around him 
became muzzled and dull. 
In a matter of  minutes, he 
dozed off, never to wake up 
again. His tray full of  
groundnuts was lying in a 
corner. Observing the boy 
from a safe distance was the 
man who had called him to 
buy his groundnuts. He had 
spiked the boy's drink and 
once he saw he was asleep, 
he took the limp body of  the 
drugged lad into one of  the 
hotel rooms and what 
followed next remains one 
of  the most evil things 
anyone can ever dream up. 
A sharp cutlass emerged 
from nowhere and the boy's 
head was severed from his 
body. He was beheaded in a 
matter of  minutes. After the 
boy's head was cut off, he 
disembowel his torso, 
removed his liver and other 
parts he needed. Not done 
yet, the boy's genitals were 

Prologue

Why, just why?
Ikechukwu Okonkwo, the victim of  Otokoto 1996 ritual saga

By Ori Martins

Mrs Okonkwo, mother of late Ikechukwu.  Ekeanyanwu with the decomposed head of Ikechukwu Okonkwo.

Continues on pg. 11
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not spared as well. After 
butchering the boy, and 
sorted out the organs, he 
packed his head inside a 
polythene bag, and buried 
his remains. The Butcher, 
Ekeanyanwu then took the 
polythene bag containing 
the boy's head, and headed 
for the next destination: to 
the house of  the man who 
needed the fresh head -the 
man who is behind it all”.
But you know, nature works 
i n  a  m y s t e r i o u s  
circumstance. Ekeanyanwu 

the hunter became the 
hunted. He was caught in 
his own snare. He did not 
succeed in what he wanted 
to do with little Okonkwo. 
He was caught, detained in 
the police station where 
died after confessing to the 
crime.  
O k o n k w o ' s  c a s e  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  a n d  
mythically changed the 
cause of  419 projects in 
O we r r i .  T h e  m a s s e s  
revolted and unleashed 
mayhem on all identified 

419 practitioners, their 
associates, businesses and 
promoters. Owerri was on 
fire. Judicial panel of  
inquiry was set up after 
several arrests had been 
made. In the end, culprits 
were sentenced by firing 
s q u a d .  S o,  w hy  d i d  
Ekeanyanwu and his group 
do it?
However, almost 25 years 
after that ugly and pathetic 
i n c i d e n t ,  O k o n k wo ' s  
mother, Mrs. Patricia Abel 
Okonkwo, is still living in 

abject poverty. She is going 
t h r o u g h  a  m o s t  
dehumanizing experience 
in life. Her abode is a 
shanty. Her other child is 
now mad. She is rejected by 
her husband's household; 
mocked by her siblings who 
she ran to for safety and 
succor. As a matter of  fact, 
Mrs. Okonkwo is praying 
for death to take her away 
the next hour as her life is 
meaningless. She is a 
personified character in the 
T h o m a s  H o b b e s  

description of  nature being 
nasty and brutish. 

The irony is that several 

governments have come 

and gone, both military and 

civilian, without none 

doing anything to come to 

the aid of  Mrs. Okonkwo. 

Really, this woman needs 

help to assist her overcome 

the death of  her first son 

who was taken to Owerri 

from the village by her 

brother on the guise of  

sending him to school. 

Rather than sending the boy 

to school, the man and his 

wife sent him to hawk 

groundnut for them and 

sadly he was a victim of  the 

Okokoto money ritual 

group that ravaged Owerri 

at the time, and he died. 

Unfortunately, the man 

who took little Okonkwo to 

Owerri whereupon he met 

his untimely death, is the 

one pushing Mrs. Oknkwo 

out of  her father's house 

now in the village! 

Pity!!!

25 years after, mother, 
family abandoned 

Homeless, languishing in penury
Other son now mad

By Jennifer John, Uzoma Ogoke and Ikenna Orioha
bout 25 years ago, a 

Alittle, innocent boy, 
A n t h o n y  

Ikechukwu Okonkwo, aged 
1 0 ,  w a s  g r u e s o m e l y  
murdered for ritual purposes 
at then famous Otokoto 
Hotel, around Amakohia in 
Owerri, Imo State. All 
controversies surrounding 
the ritual murder and the 
rigorous judicial processes 
that led to the conviction of  
key actors in the ritual 

murder are all history now 
and very much in public 
domain.

Meanwhile News Echo in 
i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
journalism mission deemed 
it feat to take a retrospective 
look  a t  the  inc ident ,  
especially as it concerns the 
mother and other family 
members of  the victim. This 
informed the decision of  the 
newspaper to trace the 
whereabouts of  the mother 

of  Okonkwo.  Applying its 
network of  contact, your 
ever refreshing newspaper 
got a lead-way that Mrs. 
Okonkwo was currently 
residing at  Ihube Okigwe. 
Events moved fast and 
pover ty  s t r icken Mrs.  
Okonkwo with misty eyes, 
shaken feet and heart full of  
sorrow agreed to talk to the 
team of  News Echo about her 
fallen world.    

What you may need to 
know about the mother and 

family of late Ikechukwu 
Okonkwo

The name of  the mother is 
Mrs Patricia Abel Okonkwo. 
Her maiden home is Ozara 
in Ihube, Okigwe LGA. She 
was married to Ndi-Aniche, 
Aro-Ndizuogu,  Ideato  
North LGA both of  Imo 
State. Her husband, Mr. Abel 
Okonkwo died after she had 
given birth to their last child 
Chiadikaobi Okonkwo. 
Contrary to reports and 
insinuations widely believed, 
Ikechukwu Okonkwo was 
never the only child, but first 
of  seven children of  Late Mr. 
Abel Okonkwo and her wife. 

That means four boys and 
three girls. Mrs. Okonkwo  
ran away from her husband's 
family house when the 
p e r s e c u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
husband's elder brother 
became so intense and 
coupled with the fact that she 
was not finding it easy to 
carter for herself  and the 
seven children, even as they 
had no house of  their own. 
By the time he ran back from 
the husband's house to her 
father's house, her elder 
brother,  Mr. Jonathan 
Okwuobasi Okoronkwo, a 
fashion designer who took it 
upon herself  to help her by 

taking Ikechukwu with him 
to Owerri where he resided 
at No. 4, Amakohia, so he 
(Ikechukwu Okonkwo) 
could be sent to school. It 
was from that point little 
Okonkwo got into trouble. 

Hawking, Otokoto and 
Okonkwo's end

From the chat with Mrs. 
Okonkwo, it was revealed 
that the sister in-law, cooked 
g r o u n d n u t  a n d  s e n t  
Okonkwo to go and hawk on 
the streets of  Amakohia, 
Ower r i .  I t  was  whi le  
hawking groundnut on the 
streets of  Amakohia that he 
was lured into the Otokoto 
Hotel in the guise of  buying 
groundnut, where he was 
killed, his head chopped off  
and his severed body buried 
in a shallow grave in the 
compound of  Otokoto 
Hotel. This incident brought 
to fore what had been 
happening in the state 
unraveled before then. It is 

Mrs Okonkwo, mother of late Ikechukwu  Ekeanyanwu with the decomposed head 
of Ikechukwu Okonkwo

Duru, the proprietor of Otokoto Hotel were Ikechukwu 
was murdered. 

Continues on pg. 12
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Iheme, Judge that condemned Otokoto culprits. Laz Unaogu, brother to Leonard Unaogu, the supposed buyer of 
Ikechukwu’s head.

on record that while the 
cartel involved in ritual 
murder, obtaining by tricks, 
(popularly known as 419) 
showed off  their affluence, 
became lord and law unto 
themselves and the society at 
large. As it was people, 
especially children were 
disappearing in the manner 
of  Okonkwo's case. The law 
of  karma finally caught up 
wi th  them and  o ther  
atrocities of  that era were 
brought to fore and all those 
involved or suspected to be 
involved in the ritual money 
making syndicate were 
fiercely descended upon by 
the masses, whose anger 
were already built -up. 
Everything associated with 
them were vandalized and 
looted as most of  their 
houses were ransacked in 
search of  incriminating 
evidence to prove their 
involvement in the ritual 
money practice. They all ran 
away from the state as the 
people's anger raged for days, 
uncontrollably.

M r s .  O k o r o n k w o ' s  
pitiable condition 

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  
remained the same for 
almost 25 years.  She is still 
at her father's house. Though 
the husband's elder brother 
who persecuted her and her 
children is now late and his 
(the elder brother's)  son has 
b e e n  s h o w i n g  t h e m  
kindness, coming to visit 
them whenever he comes 
h o m e  f o r  C h r i s t m a s  
celebration, the inhibiting 
factor preventing them from 
going back to her husband's 

h o u s e  ( h i s  c h i l d r e n ' s  
ancestral home) remains the 
lack of  house to shelter 
them. She has also been 
facing persecution in his 
father's house as one of  her 
father's brothers and his 
family have connived with 
his late brother's wife, (the 
very woman that sent 
I k e c h u k w u  t o  h a w k  
groundnut, where he met his 
gruesome and untimely 
death) to meet out to her, the 
worst persecution of  her life. 
They have been ordering her 
and her children to leave the 
father's house and go back to 
t h e  h u s b a n d ' s  h o u s e,  
threatening that if  they fail to 
leave in life, they will leave in 
death.  Mrs.  Okonkwo 
narrated that just this past 
December, they connived to 
fight and brutalize her, 
inflicting serious bodily 
injuries on her. She lamented 
that the immediate younger 
brother of  Ikechukwu is 
cur rent ly  insane.  The  
madness according to Mrs 
Okonkwo is  general ly  
suspected in the family circle 
to have been projected 
diabolically by the same 
fami ly  tha t  has  been  
persecuting the woman and 
her children. According to 
h e r ,  " H e  h a s  b e e n  
threatening that time shall 
come when my son will no 
longer recognize me. Within 
that time we started seeing 
fetish substances around the 
compound before my son 
gradually started running 
mad. We have tried our best 
in looking for solution to the 
problem, all to no avail". The 
most pathetic aspect of  the 

whole incident is that his 
brother's wife who is still 
based in Owerri with his 
children, went and chased 
the very  son that was 
running mad out of  the room 
he stays, making him to run 
into the bush.

Abandoned: Buffeted by 
wind, scotched by sun, 
drenched by rain and 
forgotten by successive 
governments 

In a sane society, this 
family would have been 
adequately taken care of  by 
both the government and 
N o n  G o v e r n m e n t a l  
Organizations, NGOs. But 
this is not the case here. The 
poor  woman and her  
children, without their 
f a t h e r ,  a r e  l e f t  a n d  
abandoned to their fate.  The 
family has no shelter. No 
meaningfu l  source  o f  
income because no person, 
group or government has 
ever come to their aid. How 
could such a case which 
attracted international  
attention be left to just die 
like that and victims left 
unprotected and uncared 
for?  How could this woman 
be left to be going through all 
that she and her children has 
been going through in the 
hands of  wicked relatives, 
including the very woman 
that sent her son to his 
untimely grave. In such a  
case which became a state 
and national issue, one 
would have expected that the 
victim's family would have 
been given the best condition 
of  leaving, if  not for the fact 
that their son was killed in 

that manner, but for the fact 
that the case attracted 
international attention to 
Imo State for the very bad 
reason. It should have been 
in our consciousness that 
that case will remain a 
reference point, as scholars 
and researchers would from 
time to time want unearth 
some facts about the incident 
and the family of  the victim.

Only N200, 000 received 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  M r s  

Okonkwo, while the case 
was ongoing, she was being 
invited and each time she 
was going to Owerri, she 
would do menial jobs to get 
money for transportation to 
Owerri. "During that time, 
they enquired what should 
b e  d o n e  f o r  m e  a s  
compensation for the death 
of  my son, I requested for 
house, since we had none 
and assistance in training my 
younger children. My elder 
brother was the person 
running around and seeing 
to the case. He later informed 
me that  two hundred 
thousand naira (N200, 000) 
was paid as compensation. 
That was all the help that 
came our way as a result of  
the incident".

M r s .  O k o n k w o ' s  
situation is pathetic

With all the troubles she 
has been through, she 
currently relies on menial 
jobs for her daily bread. 
Apart from her second son 
who is currently running 
mad, her third son is in the 
village, also doing menial 

jobs, like mining of  local 
stones for a living, while the 
last son who is equally the 
last born, Mr Chiadikaobi 
Okonkwo is  cur rent ly  
learning ladies' shoemaking 
at Powerline, Aba, Abia 
State, from where he came 
back to join his mother in 
receiving News Echo crew. 
The ladies are said to have all 
gotten married, but probably 
not to well - to - do men who 
could assist the family 
financially. She regretted 
that if  Ikechukwu had been 
alive, with the type of  
enterprise spirit he exhibited 
at the early stage of  his life, 
the family's case wouldn't 
have remained the same. 

Hearing from her last born, 
Chiadikaobi Okonkwo (a 
shoe maker who specializes 
on ladies shoes), said he was 
s t i l l  in  d ippers  when 
Ikechukwu was gruesomely 
killed, explained that they 
had got trips of  sand  on the 
portion of  land allotted to 
them to build house at 
Arondizuogu, Ideato North 
Local Government Area, 
Imo State, their native home, 
by their folks. He begged for 
a s s i s t a n c e  s o  a s  t o  
commence the construction 
of  the building in order to 
settle down finally. 

"I will be glad going back 
to my father ' s  house.  
Although, we have made a 
positive move to build house 
on a portion of  land given to 
us at our native home, 
Arondizuogu, but we need 
money to start building the 
house, so that we can have a 
place to lay our heads. I just 

f i n i s h e d  l e a r n i n g  
shoemaking work at Aba. 
The death of  my elder 
brother left a devastating 
blow on us and we are yet to 
recover from that rude 
shock", Chiadikaobi said 
emotionally.

While her brother, Ike 
Anthony Nnodumele and 
his wife, Felicia Anthony 
I k e ,  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  
Ikechukwu's mother's ordeal 
was compounded by the 
mental derangement of  her 
second son, who they said 
became ill six  years ago after 
he was threatened with 
madness by one of  his 
mother's kinsmen over a 
portion of  land. "It is 
another problem to her. 
Originally, the second son 
was working as a security in 
a private firm before he got 
mentally i l l .  We have 
explored available means to 
revive him, but to no avail, 
having run short of  money. 
We hope to revive him 
mentally if  there is money. It 
is unfortunate that our late 
elder brother, Jonathan 
Okwuobasi Okoronkwo, 
who lived with Ikechukwu 
Okonkwo in Owerri, died in 
2019". Adding his voice , 
another family member, 
Chinwendu Okoronkwo, a 
miner, said that the woman 
needs help from government 
and well- to- do- individuals 
to enable her assuage her 
misery and sorrow. He 
frowned that some persons 
had laboured to evacuate her 
from her father's house, but 
shamefully failed.

Continued from pg. 11
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From Chuma Austin,
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M
inister of  Sci-
ence and Tech-
nology, Dr. Og-

bonnaya Onu, has called 
for more involvement of  
the  organized  private 
sector (OPS) to boost 
nation’s health care de-
livery system.
Onu who spoke yes-

terday at the National 
Conference on health 
issues in Enugu organ-
ized by the Millennium 
Centre for Training and 
Leadership (MCTL) 
also harped on the use 
of   modern technology 
in rebuilding the nation’s 
healthcare system. 
The Minister said, “we 

must involve the or-
ganized private sector 
(OPS), to play an active 
role in the moderniza-
tion of  health care de-
livering system in the 
country” adding that the 
sector should come in 

Minister calls for private participation
to boost healthcare delivery

a big way to build and 
manage hospitals.
According to him, “Ni-

gerian investors, both at 
home and in diaspora, 
will have to be provided 
with incentives, includ-
ing tax holidays to es-
tablish hospitals in many 
parts of  the country.
“Every effort should be 

made to encourage the 
private sector to invest in 
the health sector.
The Minister explained 

that such idea would 
equally encourage brain 
gain in the sector by 
reducing migration of  
medical personel   from 
Nigeria. “This will help 
guarantee socio- eco-
nomic stability and con-
sequently enhance na-
tional security .
He noted that Nigeria 

as a nation, has enor-
mous potentials to have 
an excellent health care 
system that can create 
enough wealth for the 
country, via medical 

tourism.
“I see a future where 

no Nigerian who is sick 
will like to travel outside 

the country for medical 
treatment . I also see a 
future where foreigners 
from far and near will 

come to our dear coun-
try to recieve medical 
treatment. I see a future 
where Technology will 

play a very important 
role in rebuilding our 
healthcare system” Onu 
posited.

U
nited State based 
phi lanthropis t 
Hon Innocent 

Onwubiko and family 
in conjunction with the 
Obinwanne Association 
of  Delaware Valley USA 
last weekend visited Ok-
pala Primary School and 
Eziama motherless ba-
bies home 
During the visit On-

wubiko and family pre-
sented gifts items in form 
of  educational materials 
and foods to the pupils 
and the babies at the 
home.
He also announced a 

scholarship foundation 
for his alma mater, Ngor 
Okpala primary school 
where he began his edu-
cational career. 
Teachers around bene-

fited from his good ges-
ture as they enjoyed cash 
donations to motivate 
them towards enhancing 
their job of  raising future 
leaders for the society.
 The school leadership 

represented by Mrs Ihe-
jirika Comsily appealed 

U.S based philanthropist 
donates items to alma
mater, Imo motherless
home  

for a set of  musical in-
strument to form a band 
group for the school
Onwubiko in response 

accepted and promised 
to make the complete 
instrument available in a 
forth night
At the Eziama orphan-

age, the man in charge of  
the home represented by 
his personal adviser, Pas-
tor Kassy Onyeke eulo-
gized the donor and the 
Owerri Obinwanne As-
sociation for their gener-
osity and support to the 
home.
Recalling his other 

humanitarian works 
on-going at home which 
includes the first ultra 
modern sports facility 
in the community which 
hosted the Nigeria Na-
tional League play off  
recently, and providing 
support to indigent peo-
ple of  the area and the 
development of  Ngor 
Okpala and Imo State 
generally, Onyeke ex-
pressed immense grati-
tude and prayed God to 
replenish his pocket.

The ASEPA GM, other staff during the fumigation of drainage and gutters in Anambra State.

By Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Nigerians from across 
religious divides have 

been urged to explore the 
medicinal values of  plants 
and other herbal drugs to see 
ways of  applying them for 
healing purposes. 

A lecturer from the Trin-
ity Theological College, 
Umuahia, Abia State, Rev. 
Dr. Barnabas Obiorah Idoko 
gave the advice when he led 
over a hundred students of 
the institution on a field trip 
to the Centre for Psychic 
and Healing Administration 
(CPHA), Awka, Anambra 
state.

Idoko, who said he had 
identified CPHA during 
his visit to Awka last year, 

Cleric, others advocate exploration, 
utilization of African herbs

stressed that there were noth-
ing evil in being herbalist or 
using herbs for treatments 
due to medicinal values of 
African plants, and urged 
Christians gifted in the field 
to utilise their expertise to 
the Glory of  God.

“We are on field trip to 
CPHA. The field trip is one 
of  the ways we are exposing 
those to be ordained in the 
church ministry to some of 
those things we do in Africa. 
Ilonzo is a renowned figure 
who has demonstrated an 
expertise in herbal medicine. 
And given to her wealth of 
experience, I thought it wise 
to bring my students here to 
explore the positive things in 
African culture and use of 
herbal medicine.

“Some Christians miscon-

PYAN promises to establish securityPYAN promises to establish security
outfit, inaugurates executivesoutfit, inaugurates executives
By Ikenna Orioha

Prefab Youths Asso-
ciation of  Nigeria 

(PYAN), says it is poised 
to establish an organized, 
harmonized and viable 
vigilante outfit to secure 
lives and properties at Pre-
fab, Aladimma, Owerri.

This was stated by the 
Chairman of  PYAN, Ihun-
naya Chikodi (Owelle), 
during the maiden inaugu-
ral ceremony of  PYAN ex-
ecutive members, held at 
Start Right School Field, 
Prefab, Aladimma, Ower-
ri, on Sunday.

He noted that parts of  
the vision of  PYAN to 
setting up security outfit 
at the area was to prevent 
insecurity which he regret-
ted ravages the country, 
slows down development, 
as well as creates discom-
fort.

AThe PYAN executive 
was inaugurated by the 
General Manager of  Ow-
erri Capital Development 
Authority (OCDA), Hon 
Innocent Ikpeamazie, who 
charged them to discharge 
their duty well in accord-
ance with the constitution 
of  PYAN to achieve tangi-

ble result.
Urging members of  

PYAN to continue to live 
peacefully and cordially, 
Ikpeamazie assured them 
of  his support, saying 
government is most  con -
cerned about the advance-
ment of  the youth to be 
able to function effectively 
in leadership in all aspects 
of  life.

With Chief  Cletus 
Otumbadi, Hon Sheer 
Okorie (Chairman, Pre-
fab Neighborhood), Hon 
Johnbosco Nnawuihie, 
former Special Assistant 
on  Administration to 

Senator Chris Anyanwu 
and former House mem-
ber, who represented Ow-
erri Municipal Council in 
Imo Assembly, Hon Clin-
ton Amadi, indulging the 
youth to maintain peace 
and security in the neigh-
borhood.

However, the newly in-
augurated executive mem-
bers, Comr Ndubueze 
Martin (Secretary), Comr 
Onyeahialam Chibueze 
Lovers (PRO) and Comr 
Ihunanaya Chikodi (chair-
man), promised to lead 
with human face to move 
the association forward.

strue the effects of  using the 
herbal medicine; thinking it 
is fetish. But we have come 
and we have seen that there 
is nothing fetish in it. As a 
matter of  fact, Christian gift-
ed in herbal medicine can 
explore it in curing self  and 
others”, he added.

Also speaking, the Chief 
Whip of  the institution, Mr 
Chibueze Kingsley Ikechuk-
wu, who said he is from 
Enugu State but currently 
carrying out his religious 
service at Nnewi, said he 
was previously made to un-
derstand that CPHA is oper-
ating under some spiritual or 
evil powers but the visits has 
changed all that.

“This journey has dispelled 
all the lies people are peddling 
against her. We have discov-

ered that all the artifacts in 
her centre were constructed 
and kept because she is an 
artist. We have learnt some 
medicinal values of  plants. I 
can tell you that we are going 
to repeat this journey individ-
ually with our church mem-
bers, families and friends,” he 
added.

Earlier the founder, Centre 
for Psychic and Healing Ad-
ministration (CPHA), Chief, 
Dr. Mrs. Flora Nkemakonam 
Ilonzo, lectured the students 
on why to make African 
fruits and vegetables their fa-
vourite, even as she provided 
procedures through which 
they could be utilised in pre-
venting or healing all kinds of 
diseases and ailments includ-
ing cancer, coronavirus, pile, 
psychiatric issues and others.
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nugu-Ezike is a 

Ecommunity in Igbo 
Eze North Local 

Government Area of  
Enugu State. It is made up 
of  over 36 villages and 
having Kogi and Benue 
States at its borders.

In Enugu-Ezike, one of  
the areas of  their culture 
which is highly held 
sacrosanct is the stool of  
Onyishi (Eldest Man) It is 
not political and as such is 
not contestable. There is 
the belief  that anyone who 
out of  greed, maneuvers or 
sharp practices ascended 
the throne is bound to be 
visited with death within a 
short period of  time after 
his coronation.

Enugu Ezike people 
have so many cultural 
heritages but one of  the 
most striking features is  
the marital infidelity 
k n o w n  a s  " N d i s h i  
Tradition" 

 Ndishi has drawn 

mixed reactions from so 

many quarters such that 

some see it as obnoxious or 

discrimination against 

women folk. 

Findings show that it is 

w i d e l y  h e l d  i n  t h e  

communi ty  that  any  

married woman who 

commits adultery runs 

mad or faces death by the 

gods. 
It was further learnt that 

Ndishi is a spiritual being 
seen only by those who 
violated the tradition of  
marital fidelity.  

A traditional ruler from 
Amachalla vil lage in 
Enugu-Ezike, HRH Igwe 
Agbedo, corroborated 
other sources, saying that 
Ndishi tradition is as old as 
Enugu-Ezike itself  as it was 
instituted by Ezike Oba 
himself  the founder of  the 
community.

I g w e  A g b e d o  
explained, "The Ndishi 
tradition is binding on 
every child of  Enugu-
Ezike.  It revolves around 
having extra-marital affairs 
with another man's wife or 
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even an obvious intention 
to do so through kissing or 
having your hand across 
the waist of  another man's 
wife which is seen as 
synonymous with sex"

"Once a lady's bride 
price is paid, she cannot for 
any reason have an affair 
with another man other 
than her husband.

N e w s  E c h o  a l s o  
gathered that a widow is 
forbidden to have an affair 
while inside her late 
husband's house or risk the 
death of  her first son.  If  
she wants to do such a 
thing she must be relocated 
to another house. 

 "If  she gets tired and 
wants to come back to her 
late husband's house, she 
w i l l  c o n f e s s  o f  h e r  
escapades, appease the 
gods and then return after a 
cleansing ceremony", an 
Enugu Ezike indigene said 
in an interview.

An Enugu-Ezike man is 
forbidden to have a sexual 
relationship with another 
man's wife.  Such acts 
attract the wrath of  Ndishi 
and are highly punishable.

A married woman is 
forbidden to make a 
monetary donation or 
contribution  to her family 
or  any other  person 
without the knowledge of  
her husband or risk being 
arrested by Ndishi.

One other aspect of  the 
culture is that a married 
woman while taking her 
bath cannot answer a call 
from another man except 
her husband.

It is against Ndishi to 
knock on the door of  a 
married woman when she 
is alone in the room or 
house.

How Ndishi spirit is 
appeased: 

The gods are appeased 
to avert death, madness, 
delayed labour, pulling out 
of  the person's tongue or 
stiffing of  the neck.

The process begins with 
an open confession of  the 
man or woman stating all 
parties to the crime as well 
as the number of  times 
involved. A handful of  
sand is raised and thrown 
into the air to show they are 
uncountable.

After the confession, 
rituals are performed with 
goat, yam, kola nut and 
palm wine to appease the 
gods.  The woman forfeits 
to the Onyishi the clothes 
including the inner wears 
which she wore on the day 
she committed the act.

Ironically, Ndishi will 
kill the man instead of  the 
wife if  a man discovers the 
infidelity in his wife and 
keeps quiet, sleeps with her 
or eats her food. This is 
why when  a man suspects 
his  wife,  he wil l  be 
enchanting “Ndishi Nso” 
to plead his innocence and 
ignorance to Ndishi as well 
as seeking his protection.

It was also gathered that 
a man whose wife was 
caught by the Ndishi spirit 
stays away when his wife is  
confessing her sin. The 
news is normally relayed to 
him through his sisters.  
Equally, he cannot partake 
in the items used in 
appeasing the gods.

What, however, that 
stuns many people is that 
men are allowed to keep 

Enugu-Ezike where married women 
run mad for committing adultery
From Austin Chuma, Enugu mistresses but should have 

no  extra-marital dealings 
with a married woman.  
This development has 
attracted mixed reactions 
especially from people 
outs ide  Enugu-Ezike  
community.

L a r g e l y ,  N d i s h i  
phenomenon  is seen as a 
good omen as they contend 
that women in view of  the 
loss of  moral values, 
recourse to loose lifestyles 
especially going to the 
extent of  sleeping around 
without thinking twice.

Perhaps because of   the 
obvious fact that once you 
do a public confession, 
your dignity has gone 
forever, making many 
people to think deeply of  
the implications before 
engaging in an immoral 
act.

Be that as it may, despite 
western civilization and 
the coming of  Christianity, 
efforts by some people to 
t r u n c a t e  t h e  N d i s h i  
tradition had remained a 
mirage in Enugu-Ezike 
community.

The people of Isuaniocha during their community remedial work.
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he people of  Emede TIbeku, Atta Ibeku 
and Umuire Ohuhu 

communities whose 54.1 
hectares of  lands were 
acquired by the Abia State 
government for federal 
housing scheme in Umuahia 
have been presented  with 
the cheque for the financial 
settlement of  the lands.

The cheque, running into 
millions of  naira, was 
presented to the leaders of  
the three communities by the 
a l t e r n a t e  P e r m a n e n t  
Secre tar y,  Abia  S ta te  
ministry of  lands, survey 
and urban planning, Mr 
J o n a t h a n  A l o z i e  i n  
Umuahia.

The Permanent Secretary 
commended the donor 
communities and urged 
other communities  to 
emulate the patriotism by 
donating their own lands for 

government development 
a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  
programs.

He also called for equity 
and due process in the 
disbursement of  the paid 
funds to affected families, in 
order to avoid rancour.

The Permanent Secretary, 
who was assisted by the 
immediate past Permanent 
Secretary of  the Ministry, 
Mrs. Joy Nwakanma during 
the event, assured that works 
would start earnestly  on the 
newly acquired lands, while 

appreciating the federal 
government for selecting 
Abia State for the federal 
housing scheme.

He equally challenged 
other governors from the 
south East to toe the line of  
Okezie Ikpeazu in seamless 

land administration.
Receiving the cheque on 

behalf  of  his community,  
the Chairman of  Umuokem 
Emede Nkpuru Iheaka 
I b e k u ,  H o n .  E j i k e  
E k w u r u i b e  t h a n k e d  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
a n d  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary for making their 

dreams a reality in a record 
time.

The Community leader 
however, urged the federal 
government to commence 
development immediately, 
n o w  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  
acquisition process has been 
successfully negotiated and 
concluded.
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Abia govt. pays land owners compensation
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Need for oil companies to meet corporate social 
responsibilities to Imo communities - indigenes
By Ikenna Orioha

he people of  Ohaji Thave cried that they 
are in dire need of  

s o c i a l  a m e n i t i e s ,  
e m p l o y m e n t ,  
empowerment skills (home 
a n d  o v e r s e a s   v i a  
scholarsh ip) ,  qua l i ty  
education, healthcare, 
s e c u r i t y  a n d  v i a b l e  
commerce and cottage 
industries.

Since creation, according 
to the indigenes, there is no 
community in Ohaji who 
produces oil that has ever 

seen electricity, good road, 
working and affordable 
hea l thcare,  conduc ive  
school structure (learning 
env i ronment ) ,  qua l i ty  
education, potable water, 
well structured market  
including better living 
opportunities.

The people, who spoke to 
News Echo, through some of  
their leaders, Chief  Eze 
Omereji (Assa), Nze Ishia 
Stanley (Ochia),  Obia 
Jonathan (Ohoba) and 
comrade Stephen Nwosu 
(Obitti)  lamented that 
communities in Ohaji have 
been living in darkness with 

hunger, hardship, suffering 
and insecurity being the 
order of  the day in the midst 
of  abundance of  resources 
of  which they are naturally 
endowed.

The people added that 
apart from "oil resources, 
Imo Rubber Estate and 
Adapalm Plantation are 
located in Ohaji. Imo 
Rubber Estate was adjudged 
largest Rubber Plantation in 
West Africa with Adalm 
Plantation ranking the 
largest Palm Oil industry in 
Africa. These heights were 
recorded during the regime 
of  Sam Mbakwe and shortly 
the military junta. But today, 
some of  these industries are 
moribund, some are not 
functioning effectively". 

"Regrettably, Ohaji is 
pitiably underdeveloped 
w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  
(stakeholders, traditional 
rulers) and oil companies 
operat ing there doing 
practical ly nothing to 
unravel the ugly situation. 
The so-called leaders of  the 
areas are directly and 
i n d i r e c t l y  f u e l i n g  
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
suffering and insecurity due 
to greed and wickedness", 
they pointed out.

T h e y  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  
communities in Egbema and 
Oguta are also neglected in 
terms of  employment, 
wealth distribution and 
infrastructural development 
despite their economic 
richness and contributions 
to the revenue of  Imo State.

"Mineral resources as 
oil/gas should be a natural 
blessing to the community 
w h o  u n d e r s t a n d s  i t s  
importance and values of  
humanity as common rules 
apply".

Investigation by News Echo 
revealed that Waltersmith 
Petroman Oil, SEPLAT 

Petroleum Development 
Company, Shell Petroleum 
Development Company and 
S t e r l i n g  G l o b a l  O i l  
Resources operating at Assa, 
Ochia, Obitti and Ohoba 
communities have not been 
doing well to develop their 
host communities. 

These oil exploration 
companies have a duty to 
meet their corporate social 
responsibilities beyond their 
primary obligations to the 
host communities including 
the imparted communities 
as Obile, Awarra, Ihie and 
Umuapu.

It is appalling that these oil 
companies generate billions 
of  naira annually from oil 
resources, but their host 
communities are suffering 
from lack of  electricity, good 
road network, portable 
water, conducive school 
s t r uc ture  and  marke t  
environment, quality and 
accessible healthcare system 
and employment.

Waltersmith Petroman 
Oil, Ochia, according to Nze 
Ishia  Stanley,  s tar ted  
"operation fully in 2003. The 
company has location at 
Ochia who shares tiny 
boundary with Obitti. Apart 
from its failure on meeting 
c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  
responsibilities to the host 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  
imparted communities, 
Waltersmith could not 
i m p l e m e n t  a b o u t  5 %  
contents documented in the 
M e m o r a n d u m  O f  
Understanding (MOU) 
reached with the people".

On employment, the host 
community regretted that 
Waltersmith has been 
cheating and neglecting 
them. "Waltersmith has 
a b o u t  9 7 %  f o r e i g n  
workforce, whereas the host 
community was given 3% 
e m p l o y m e n t .  T h i s  
negligence involves both 

sk i l l ed  and  unsk i l l ed  
workers of  which the 
company has upper hand. 
Waltersmith should not 
forget that it signed an 
agreement with the people to 
employ  the  unsk i l l ed  
indigenes and train them 
accordingly with good pay.

"The same thing applies to 
S P D C,  S E P L AT  a n d  
Sterling Global who give 
flimsy excuses of  lack of  
skill for not employing the 
people in line with the 
GMOU as agreed and 
gazetted".

T h e s e  a n o m a l i e s ,  
according to findings, result 
to  underdeve lopment ,  
hunger, bitterness, suffering 
and insecuri ty  at  the 
communities.

The people lamented that 
"these companies give 
excuses of  failure to employ 
our people on lack of  skill, 
but forgot that they have a 
duty to train the people on 
skills as agreed. This is how 
it is done in Delta, Edo, 
Ondo, Bayelsa, Rivers, 
Cross River and Akwa- 
Ibom States where people 
are equally sent abroad on 
i n t e r n s h i p  ( s k i l l s  
acquisition) program. All 
promises of  employment, 
electricity, road, hospital, 
market, water were not met 
as our people have continued 
to groan in pains and 
denial".

SEPLAT, SPDC and 
S t e r l i n g  G l o b a l  h ave  
locations at Assa, Obitti and 
Ohoba, Ohaji who make 
plenty of  money. SEPLAT, 
according to the host 
community is trying to 
implement MOU as reached 
which they prayed goes 
freely, but SPDC and 
Sterling Global are adamant 
as Waltersmith who has 
failed to implementing 
agreement.

T h e r e f o r e,  t h e  h o s t  
communities are calling on 
government to rise to the 
occasion to ginger these oil 
m u l t i -  n a t i o n a l s  t o  
implement agreements 
reached with their host 
communities in line with the 
GMOU (as documented) to 
reduce hunger, suffering and 
insecurity.

A stitch in time, saves nine.

Isuaniocha community 
embark on palliative work 
on Mpiri Bridge after losing 
three persons to overflow
From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  Igovernment to provide 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  

communit ies  under  i t  
including provision of  
roads, bridges,  health 
facilities, among other 
amenities. 

But what happens when 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t  
forthcoming with these life 
sustaining amenities and the 
p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e  t o  
experience  hardship and 
loss of  lives and property 
occasioned by either road 
mishap or poor healthcare 
services. 

This is the situation the 
people  o f  I suaniocha  
community, in Awka North 
Local government area of  
Anambra  s ta te  found  
themselves over the years as 
they continue to beckon on 
government for rescue 
without any coming their 
way. 

The situation prompted 
youths and other residents 
of  the area to take the 
challenge upon themselves 
t o  e m b a r k  o n  r o a d  
rehabilitation and disilting 
waterways and bridges in the 
area. 

In an interview with News 

Echo, at the weekend, the 
president general of  the 
community, chief  Vincent 
Nwokolo regretted that 
despite several attempts to 
get government attention to 
construct the Isuaniocha 
Enugwu Agidi road, the 
road has continued to be a 
nightmare. 

According to him, the 
Mpiri river which usually 
overflows during rainy 
seasons had downed more 
than three school children 
who made attempt to cross 
the road from school.

Another resident, Chief  
Michael Okeke narrated that 
due to the deplorable state of  
the road, he takes the risk of  
plying a bush path after close 
of  work every evening. 

For Mr. Onyekachukwu 
Okafor while collaborating 
the earlier claims that three 
children had been washed 
away by the overflowing 
Mpiri stream said a middle 
aged girl was still missing 
since she was carried away 
by the river.

The Chairman of  Youths 
i n  I s u a n i o c h a ,  O z o r   
Onyemazu Ngini who 
regretted the neglect by 
successive administrations 
in the state said if  the roads 
were not repaired before the 

rains set in, human and 
vehicular movement may be 
ver y  d i f f icul t  for  the  
residents. 

Ozor Ngini explained that 
the youths having waited for 
government without any 
response, decided to embark 
on palliative works on 
Obibia bridge, Mpiri bridge 
and other major roads in the 
area. 

C o n t r i b u t i n g ,  M r .  
Chukwujekwu Okoye noted 
that several developers who 
wanted to site factories and 
industries in the area had left  
because of  the dilapidated 
Isuaniocha Enugwu Agidi 
road which is a short cut to 
get out of  Awka North local 
government to other parts of  
the state. 

He regretted that the 
situation has also denied the 
y o u t h s  m a n y  j o b  
opportunities and also retard 
the wheel of  development of  
the area which is fast 
becoming an alternative 
location for middle and low 
income earners.

An indigene of  the area 
and supervisor for the 
ongoing dredging of  the 
Mpiri river, Mr. Uchenna 
Onyi explained that all the 
w a t e r  f l o w i n g  f r o m  
neighboring communities  
comes down to   Isuaniocha 

causing the river to always 
overflow the road  and 
causing nightmare to the 
people. 

The people of  the area 
therefore appealed to the 
Anambra state government 
to urgently come to their 
assistance as their lean 
resources could not carry the 
level and quality of  work 

they have embarked upon on 
the road. 

They are also of  the 
o p i n i o n  t h a t  w h e n  
government comes to their 
rescue and construct the 
road, it will no doubt 
encourage more people to go 
into farming business and in 
turn contribute to the food 
security of  the state and the 
country at large.
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nother name for it is 

AOgbake. Ogbanje is 
like Iyi uwa. It is like 

group of  spirits that move 
together and are often linked to 
the sea. Some can be found on 
the earth too. They usually 
have an agreement and make 
vows to each other agreeing on 
what to do on earth before 
stepping into the physical 
world. Some of  the group 
members  are  s t i l l  in  the 
spiritual realm waiting for 
those already on earth to fulfill 
their vows.

They sign and put a seal to 
t h e i r  v o w s  b y  b u r y i n g 
something somewhere before 
embarking on that journey. To 
fulfill that promise or vow 
some would say that they will 
pass on and return after a 
certain period on earth, or after 
a certain event like marriage, 
b i r t h  o f  o n e  c h i l d ,  o r 
fulfillment of  particular issue 
or another

T h e s e  a g r e e m e n t s  a r e 
binding on oath, So when they 
come to the physical world and 
sees that there are levels of  
enjoyment and relationships 
that they have made here and 
which they would not like to 
miss, when they may have over 
stayed the members on the 
other side would begin to 
disturb them based on the 
agreement. That is when they 
start having problems.

How to save the person and 
s t i l l  k e e p  t h e  sp i r i t ua l 
connection

T h e r e  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l 
connection between the person 
and his group. The body is like 
a vehicle conveying the spirit 
from one point to another. It is 
in this regard that one begins to 
seek spiritual help of  experts. 
This is to know exactly what 
the challenges are and how to 
ratify it. The only way to solve 
it is to redo, renew and extend 
it. They give reasons why there 
is going to be a breach of  the 
vow, settle them and ask for 
more time. 

It is not something to declare 
war on anybody. Someone can 
embark on a journey for 3 
months and by vir tue of  
circumstances happening 
around him, he may need to 
extend his visa. This is normal. 
This must be done in a manner 
that it would not create conflict 
around the persons who are 
connected to your business or 
trip that you have made. Same 
thing is applicable here. This is 
now where you start looking 
for where they have buried the 

symbol of  the vow on earth. 
Once it is out it has to be 

broken so that person here can 
live a normal life. Ogbanje is 
not so much of  a problem but 
can be if  not checked properly 
because the person involved 
may die.  Women have gone 
through this process. Some 
women can say that if  they 
conceive the child would die. 
This is the reason that when 
things happen our people have 
to go to Afa to ask questions. 
You don't have to assume. 
What one need to do is to 
investigate properly.  

Bad side  
The bad side of  Ogbanje is 

because one may not know the 
particular oath taken. Some 
people may take oath that they 
will live long to a ripe old age. 
Ogbanje and Iyi uwa are 
almost one and same thing but 
it depends. Ogbanje has a lot to 
do with Iyi uwa. In Ogbanje 
case, one has to belong to a 
particular group while in the 
case of  Iyi uwa it could be an 
oath you took in a previous life 
before dying or an oath that 
was placed on you by your 
people. Ogbanje is the case 
where you belong to a group 

you have vowed to and this is 
the reason your group comes to 
d i s t u r b  t o  h o l d  y o u 
accountable. They will keep 
disturbing you until they are 
settled by keeping it pending 
asking for the parties to allow 
more time or by the person 
involved maintaining constant 
communication with them

It is only a dibia that will 
k n o w  w h a t  t o  a p p l y , 
understanding the level of  the 
person spiritually before he 
incarnated on this physical 
body. The biggest mistake that 
one can do is to go and call a 
pastor or prophet. They have 
nothing to do with Ogbanje. 

The truth about life is that he 
who keeps something knows 
where it is and only he has the 
right to go and take it where he 
has placed it. 

The church has no business 
in any of  these things. They 
have no connection with 
Ogbanje, water spirit or Iyi uwa 
so they don't know how to 
resolve the issues. Going to 
them is disastrous and could 
mean to start something that 
you may not be able to finish. It 
is like when you ask someone 
to go and uproot yam and he 
cuts it off. He did not uproot it, 
but only cut it off  and the yam 
might germinate again or 

decay.
It is the man that planted 

something that knows how 
deep the root is and he is the 
one with right to uproot it and 
know that it has been uprooted. 
Let us not give someone 
responsibilities that he cannot 
shoulder. People run to church 
because of  the way they carry 
out their propaganda. Most of  
these pastors do some of  these 
things because they have been 
able to establish their Agwu. 
They are not doing it in the 
name of  any deity in the 
scripture or name of  Jesus. 
They are doing it because they 
know that they can make 
money off  these people who 
are gullible. 

Here they put the people's 
life in danger and you see that 
the people's problem still 
persists.  Here nothing is 
solved. They are only using the 
Agwu to understand the 
situation making you feel that 
they can help because they 
have gone through the same 
experience. This is the reason 
people die in this kind of  
matter. A woman in child birth 
would die and they would say it 
i s  because  o f  caesarean 
operation. 

These are things that we 
n e ve r  r e a l l y  l o o k  i n t o. 
Something made that nurse or 
doctor to make a mistake or for 
the child to have complications 
in the womb. We look at the 
problem without looking at the 
root. This is where Afa comes 
in. Before an Igbo person does 
something even if  he is going to 
pick a wife he consults Afa, if  
wife is pregnant he consults 
Afa to know the kind of  child 
that is coming into the family. 

When the wife is due for 
delivery, the Afa would reveal 
these things ahead especially if  
you meet the good ones. That is 
why children are not given 
names like that because Afa 
would reveal the child and the 
name that suits him would be 
given to him according to his 
destiny and why the child 
came. But these days no one 
goes into that again because of  
church beliefs

When you have something 
to do with the spirit world you 
have to find a way to resolve 
issues with them because they 
have right over what they are 
claiming. When you settle 
them properly you will have 
that peace you need without 
any stress.      

OgbanjeOgbanjeOgbanje

The church has no business in any of  these 
things. They have no connection with Ogbanje, 
water spirit or Iyi uwa so they don't know how 
to resolve the issues. Going to them is disastrous 
and could mean to start something that you may 

not be able to finish. It is like when you ask 
someone to go and uproot yam and he cuts it off. 

He did not uproot it, 
but only cut it off  and the yam 

might germinate again or decay.

“

“
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Fire for Fire

“
The PDP asserts that the long 
arm of  the law will soon catch 
up with other corrupt returning 

officers, including some shameless 
professors who were heavily bribed 
and compromised by the APC to 
alter results and rig it into power at 
various levels in the 2019 general 
elections. “It is shameful that indi-
viduals who had attained the peak 
of  enviable career in the academia 
could submit themselves as willing 
tools in the hands of  a fraudulent, 
debased and manipulative political 
party, like the APC, to alter election 
results and subvert the collective will 
of  the people in the 2019 elections. 
“Such individuals can now see the 
deplorable situation of  economic 
depression, excruciating hardship, 
terrorism, killings, kidnapping, so-
cial and infrastructural decay, which 

Who did Prof. Peter Ogban rig Senatorial 
election for? PDP accuses, APC counter-accuses

their fraudulent and unpatriotic ac-
tion has plunged our nation. “If  
these unpatriotic elements had not 
manipulated our electoral process in 
favour of  APC and allowed the will 
of  the people to prevail, our nation 
would not have found herself  in this 
sorry state. “Our party holds that 
this courageous judgment would 
stand as a deterrent to the compro-
mised returning officers and a signal 
to the APC that result alterations 
will have no space in the 2023 gener-
al election. “Ahead of  the off  season 
elections as well as the 2023 general 
elections, the PDP urges Nigerians 
and the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) to remain 
vigilant as more effort is being made 
to bring other compromised elector-
al officers, who brought the present 
misfortune on our nation, to book”. 

The Peoples Democratic Party, on Thursday, commended the judiciary for its courage to stand on the side of the people to jail a returning 
of�cer who was accused of rigging during the 2019 general elections. The PDP, in a statement issued by its National Publicity Secretary, Kola 
Ologbondiyan expressed the hope that the long arm of the law would soon catch up with other corrupt returning of�cers. The Akwa Ibom State 
High Court 2 sitting in Ikot Ekpene Local Government Area had sentenced one Prof Peter Ogban of the University of Calabar, Cross River State, 
to three years imprisonment for the electoral fraud he committed during the 2019 Akwa Ibom North-West Senatorial elections in the state. 
Ogban, a Professor of Soil Physics and Conservation, who acted as the Collation/Returning Of�cer during the National Assembly election, stood 
trial on two counts of manipulating and falsifying scores of election results in Oruk Anam and Etim Ekpo Local Government Areas in favour of 
the APC.  In his judgment last Thursday, Justice Augustine Odokwo said it was proved beyond reasonable doubt that the accused was guilty 
of the charges and accordingly sentenced him to three years imprisonment and a �ne of N100, 000 for the two counts, respectively. Reacting 
to the development via a statement issued on Friday in Abuja and titled ‘PDP’s electoral fraud: Court has vindicated APC, Akpabio,’ the Deputy 
National Publicity Secretary of the All Progressives Congress, Yekini Nabena said the Peoples Democratic Party elements who made use of the 
UNICAL professor to rig out Akpabio as APC’s candidate at the poll should now “burry their heads in shame.”

If not for APC’s rigging, Nigeria
would not be in a sorry state – PDP

Ologbodiyan

Nabena

PDP used Ogban to manipulate result, 
his prosecution vindicates us – APC 

I
t is on record that during the elec-
tion, the minister asked INEC to 
redeploy the then Resident Elec-
toral Commissioner in Akwa Ibom 

State when he (Akpabio) noticed that 
the PDP was using some officials of  the 
electoral umpire against him. “In their 
desperation in a continuing campaign of  
calumny against Senator Akpabio, the 
INEC in Akwa Ibom State twisted the 
context of  the judgment and malicious-
ly claimed that the election was rigged 
in favour of  Senator Akpabio. “Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. The 
facts of  the case put a lie to this asser-
tion. “Contrarily, Senator Akpabio was 
a victim of  the fraudulent manipulation 
of  the election of  Akwa Ibom North-
West Senatorial District held on Feb-
ruary 23 2019. “Professor Ogban was 
the Returning Officer who in a bizarre 
twist to manipulate the election and rig 
Senator Akpabio out, hijacked the elec-
toral results of  Akwa Ibom North-West 
Senatorial District from Ikot Ekpene, 
the Senatorial District headquarters to 
Uyo where it was announced after can-
cellations of  lawfully collated votes and 
against the dictates of  the Electoral Act. 
“The question is: who was the benefi-
ciary of  the electoral fraud and manipu-

lation in Akwa Ibom North-West Sena-
torial District?  The senatorial election 
was fraudulently postponed by the re-
turning officer against the wish of  the 
APC and its candidate, while all the 
complaints made by Akpabio and the 
ruling were not given attention. APC 
as a party condemns the manipulative 
strategy being employed by the PDP 
and its agents, particularly in Akwa 
Ibom State, to discredit it and Akpabio 
as a result of  the court’s judgment. Ni-
gerians should disregard the alleged 
attempt by the PDP and its sponsored 
agents to “misinform the general pub-
lic on the real issue, the interpretation 
of  the court judgment and the integrity 
challenge bothering on the PDP.” “We 
celebrate the court’s pronouncement 
jailing one of  the agents of  the PDP 
used against our candidate (Akpabio) 
in the senatorial election in Akwa Ibom 
north-west in 2019. We always believe 
that ‘if  a lie goes for 20 years, the truth 
will meet it one day.’ This judgment 
is significant in the sense that others 
like Prof  Ogban in the system should 
henceforth know that under the present 
Federal Government/APC’s adminis-
tration, justice will always prevail.”
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SPORTS
Kane to decide Spurs future after

Euros Championship
ar r y  Kane  has Hrevealed that he 
will not be making 

any decisions on his future 
at club level until after this 
s u m m e r ' s  E u r o p e a n 
Championships.

T h e  2 7 - y e a r - o l d ' s 
posit ion at  Tottenham 
Hotspur is again being 
called into question, with 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d , 
Manchester City and Real 
Madrid  a l l  sa id  to  be 
interested in signing him in 
the upcoming market.

When asked whether 
the speculat ion would 
impact his performances, 
Kane insisted that he is 
currently fully focused on 
matters with England and 
finishing the season with 
Spurs.

“I think that's a hard 
question to answer right 
now. It's important that all 
my focus is on the two 
England games coming up 
now and the rest of  the 

season with Spurs and then 
the Euros. To be thinking 
a b o u t  s p e c u l a t i o n  o r 
r u m o u r s  w o u l d  b e 
damaging in terms of  my 
own performance,” Kane 
told reporters.

“I always like to be 
focused on one goal and one 
job and that's to finish 
strong with Spurs, win these 
qualifiers with England and 
hopefully go on and have a 
great Euros. Look, I try to 
stay out of  that speculation 
as much as possible.

“I'm fully focused on 
doing the job on the pitch 
from now until the end of  
the summer, and then we'll 
see where we go from 
there.”

Kane has again been in 
impressive form at club level 
d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 0 - 2 1 
campaign, scoring 27 times 
and registering 16 assists in 
40  appearances  in  a l l 
competitions.

The Nigerian was sent 
back to Lagos to isolate 
immediately after the result 
o f  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9  w a s 
revealed in the Super Eagles 
camp.

The player is already 
isolating in Lagos and he 
would undergo another test 
to confirm if  it was just a 
p l o y  b y  t h e  h o s t  t o 

e m b e r s  o f  MNigeria Football 
Supporters Club 

Friday celebrated the return 
of  Super Eagles to Lagos 
a f ter  severa l  years  of  
playing their games outside 
the football capital

I n d e e d  t h e 
N a t i o n a l 
C h a i r m a n  , 
Reverend Samuel 
I k p e y a  l e d 
members in and 
a r o u n d 
Surulere 
a k a 
Sportsc
i t y 

c e l e b r a t i n g  a n d 
sensitizing the public on 
need to fully support the 
Super Eagles.

T h e y  c r e a t e d  a 
carnival like atmosphere 
with their  drumming 
,trumpeting , singing and 
dancing on the roads in 
an orderly manner

As they defied usual 
L a g o s  t r a f f i c  a n d 
terminated at Teslim 

Balogun Stadium 
,Rev Ikpea said 
S u p e r  E a g l e s 
return is worth 

celebrating.
He  p romised  to ta l 

support from the foremost 
s u p p o r t e r s  c l u b 
once the disturbing 
Covid 19 pandemic 
is over

H e  s a i d 
Nigerians should 
keep praying and 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
Eagles in AFCON 
qualifiers in Green 
White Green attires 
before and during 
games

Ikpea concluded 

b y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e 
corporate world to fully 
partner the Nigera Football 
Supporters Club as they 

would get full mileage 
considering the uniqueness 
and maturi ty  of  their 
members.

i ge r i a  Footba l l 

NFederation is set to 
carry out another 

test for Everton forward, 
Alex Iwobi, who tested 
positive for Conoravirus on 
arrival at Porto Novo ahead 
of  Saturday ' s  AFCON 
qualifier against the Benin 
Republic.

h e TConfederation of  
African Football 

(CAF) on Saturday, 
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  1 7 
countries have qualified 
for the 2022 Africa Cup 
of  Nations, with one 
round of  qualifying 
fixtures left.

CAF in a tweet on 
their official Twitter 
handle stated that there 
were seven slots left to be 
filled.

The teams that have 
qualified are: Guinea, 
Burkina Faso, Comoros, 
Egypt, Gambia, Gabon, 
G h a n a ,  E q u a t o r i a l 

Lesotho drew 0-0 with 
Sierra Leone.

T h e  S u p e r 
E a g l e s ,  w h o 
host Lesotho in 
t h e i r  l a s t 
g a m e,  w i l l 

n o w 
f i n i s h 
t o p  o f  
G r o u p 

L.
Countries 

l i k e  T h e 
G a m b i a  a n d 

Comoros that have 
never played at the 

tournament before, 
have benefitted from 
the decision to expand 

the AFCON from a 16-team 
event to one featuring 24 
teams.

G u i n e a , 
Z i m b a b w e, 
Morocco, 
C ô t e 
d'Ivoire 
a n d 
Nigeri
a.

N
i g e r i a 
qualified 
even before 
kick-off  of  
t h e i r  m a t c h 
against Benin 
Republic in Porto 
N o v o ,  a f t e r 

demoralise the Nigeria 
team.

The NFF said they 
won't accept the Benin 
Republic test until a new 
confirmation is revealed in 
Lagos.

If  he tests negative, he 
will be part of  the Lesotho 
game.

Covid-19: NFF alleges
conspiracy against Iwobi

17 countries qualify for AFCON 2022

Supporters club
celebrate Super
Eagles' return
to Lagos

IwobiIwobi

Nigerian Supporters Club Nigerian Supporters Club Nigerian Supporters Club 

Kane
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i g e r i a  a t  t h e 

Nwe e k e n d  we r e 
c r o w n e d 

champions of  the 2021 
Para-powerlifting World 
Cup in Manchester after 
carting home a total of  
eight gold and three silver 
medals to beat 18 other 
c o u n t r i e s  a t  t h e 
competition. 

It is the second in the 
series of  five World Cup 
competitions to be staged 
before the 2020 Paralympic 
Games in Tokyo in the 
summer. 

W o r l d  p a r a -
powerlifting powerhouse 
Nigeria dominated the first 
day of  the event, winning 
three gold and one silver, 
and were closely followed 
by Ukraine with two gold 
and two silver. 

Jonah Ben won the first 
g o l d  m e d a l  o f  t h e 
competition and the first 
for Nigeria in the 41kg 

igerian-born UFC 

Nf i g h t e r ,  I s r a e l 
Adesanya has been 

dropped as an ambassador 

to BMW after an offensive 

comment he made to his 

rival, Kevin Holland in an 

online video.
A statement from BMW 

said that after a careful 

review of  the comments he 

made online, it decided not 

to push forward with the 

pending deal it had with the 

UFC champion.
The statement also said 

that Adesanya who was to 

be unveiled as the face of  the 

brand lost his deal after he 

told Holland, “Bro, I will 

fu**ing rape you” in an 

online video.
“Due to the offensive 

comments made by the 

athlete online, we have 

rev iewed  our  pending 

association with him.
“ A f t e r  c a r e f u l 

del iberations,  we have 

decided not to push forward 

the ambassadorial deal for 

the brand with him at this 

time in New Zealand,” the 

statement said.
Reacting, Adesanya in a 

post via his Twitter account 

admitted he “crossed the 

line” and also apologized 

for the offensive words he 

used against his opponent.
“Last weekend's fight; 

talk escalated to a point in 
which I crossed the line.

“ I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e 
gravity of  this word and 
how it can affect and hurt 
other people apart from my 
opponent, although that 
was NEVER my intention.

“I am still  growing 
under the spotlight, and I 
take this as a lesson to be 
more selective with words 
while under pressure,” he 
said.

class, while Tijani Latifat 
he lped  Niger ia  c la im 
another gold in the 45kg 
class. 

T h e  c o u n t r y ' s 
domination continued in 
the men's 49kg category as 
Yakubu Adesokan won 
gold with a 140kg-lift. 

Onyinyechi Mark won 
silver in the women's 55kg, 
l o s i n g  t o  U k r a i n e ' s 
Mariana Shevchuk. 

D ay  T w o  s aw  t h e 
N i g e r i a n  c o n t i n g e n t 
continue their dominance 
in Manchester, recording 
another emphatic victory 
to finish the day with three 
gold and two silver medals. 

Thomas Kure got the 
better of  his compatriot, 
Ibrahim Dauda, in the 
men's 59kg to cart home the 
gold, with Dauda settling 
for silver. Veteran Lucy 
Ejike put up a dominating 
performance to take home 

gold in the 61kg class, while 
Ola i tan  Ib rah im a l so 
c l a i m e d  g o l d  i n  t h e 
women's 67kg class won 
gold with a 122kg lift.

Nnamdi Innocent lost 
the men's 72kg class gold to 
Uzbekistan's  Iskandar 
Tursunbaev. 

Day Three of  the World 
Cup saw Nigeria pick up 
two more gold medals to 
t a k e  i t s  t a l l y  i n  t h e 
competition to eight after 
B o s e  O m o l a y o  b e a t 
U k r a i n e  a n d  S p a i n ' s 
Nataliia Oliinyk and Maria 
Membrilla to win gold in 
the women's 79kg category 

nter have refused to sell six Iplayers, turning down 
offers from Barcelona, 

Tottenham and Manchester 
City.

The c lub ' s  owners  are 
looking for new partners to 
support Inter financially.

The Zhang family could 
decide to sell a majority or a 
minority stake in the club, and 
a €250m bid from Fortress is 

the latest proposal they are 
considering.

That would allow them to 
keep a majority stake in the 

he Imo branch of  the 

TS p o r t s  W r i t e r s 
Association of  Nigeria 

(SWAN) has given a pat on 
the back of  the Imo State 
government following what it 
c a l l e d  g i a n t  s t r i d e s  i n 
infrastructure development in 
the state.

T h e y  m a d e  t h e 
c o m m e n d a t i o n  i n  a 
Communiqué issued at the 
weekend and signed by the 
Chairman Rotn Everst Ezihe 
and Secretary, Tunde Liadi 
and availed the News Echo 
Sports

Excerpts of  the statement 
read:

“We are satisfied with the 
r e n e w e d  D a n  A n y i a m 
Stadium with an in-built 
wor ld -c lass  VIP,  nea t ly 
arranged seats, and with one 
of  the best dressing room 
facilities in Nigeria at present.

“ I m o  S WA N  i s  a l s o 

c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  S t a t e 
government for its timely 
intervention into the goings-
on at Heartland FC especially 
t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e 
USD56,000 to offset the debt 
owed Heartland FC former 
player, Santos Da Costa Ivo 
Jorge and as such upturning, 
the transfer ban placed on the 
team by FIFA. It was a 
laudable feat because it made 
it possible for Heartland FC to 
complete the registration of  
the players they signed at the 
start of  the season.

However, the group also 
pleaded with the government 
to give attention to other 
areas.

“ O n e  o f  s u c h  i s  t h e 
upcoming National Sports 
Festival (NSF) that is slated to 
start in the coming days in 
Benin City, Edo State. Imo 
SWAN appeal for the prompt 
release of  funds to enable the 
state's athletes to fine-tune 
their preparations for the 

championship. This will no 
doubt ensure that the state 
a t h l e t e s  g o  i n t o  t h e 
championship with high hope 
and the mindset of  making the 
National Sports Festival the 
best.

 “We will like the Imo 
Government to pay more 
attention to athletes final 
preparations before embarking 
on the trip to Edo State and 
also ensuring that the state-
contingent comply with the 
directives to have their athletes 
and officials vaccinated over a 
week before arrival for the 
Championship and also make 
necessary arrangements to 
ensure that all athletes and 
officials take COVID-19 test 
a b o u t  7 2  h o u r s  b e f o r e 
embarking on the trip to Edo 
State.

“Imo SWAN also implores 
the State Government to 
promptly settle the outstanding 
debts of  players and officials of  
Heartland FC to ensure that 
the club's current spate of  good 
performances is sustained,” the 
statement stressed further.

club, but no agreement has 
been reached yet.

According to Italian media, 
several top clubs in Europe are 

trying to tempt Inter with big-
money offers for their stars.

However, the Serie A leaders 
are determined to keep hold of  
their best players, regardless of  
the economic crisis.

The Turin-based paper 
r e p o r t s  I n t e r  r e j e c t e d 
Barcelona's offers for Lautaro 
Martinez, Nicolò Barella and 
Romelu Lukaku.

The Italian midfielder had 
also attracted interest from 
Bayern Munich, Atletico 
Madrid and Tottenham, with 
the Spurs who had tried to sign 
Milan Skriniar too.

Marcelo Brozovic received 
an offer from PSG while 
Manchester City attempted to 
sign Alessandro Bastoni, but 
Inter rejected the proposal and 
soon extended the defender's 
contract.

on Saturday. 
In the 73kg category, 

Paulina Okpala caused an 
upset by beating Paralympic 
c h a m p i o n  S o u h a d 
Ghazouani of  France to win 
the gold with a 120kg lift. 

Nigeria, who missed the 
World Cup in Bogota, the 

Colombian capital earlier this 
month, had a total of  13 lifters 
in attendance: Adesokan 
Yakubu, Dauda Ibrahim, 
Kure Thomas and Innocent 
Nnamdi.

Others are Ben Jonah, 
T i j a n i  L a t i f a t ,  M a r k 
Onyinyechi, Ejuke Lucy, 

Ibrahim Olaitan, Okpala 
Paulina, Omolayo Bose, 
Olufemiayo Folashade and 
Loveline Obji. 

A total of  19 countries 
were in attendance at the 
three-day tournament. 

Team Nigeria win para
powerlifting World Cup

Israel Adesanya
dropped by BMW
over rape comments 

Inter turn down offers from Barca, Man
City to keep six players

Martinez

Nigerian para powerlifter at the world cup

AdesanyaAdesanyaAdesanya

Lukaku Skriniar Brozovic BastoniBastoniBastoniBarellaBarellaBarella

Sports Infrastructure: Imo SWAN
pats govt on the back
By Chinyere Nwaneri



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Afam	Echi,	08137914644

ISSN: 2736-0512     MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021     VOL. 2  NO. 37

ColumnColumnColumn
Pg. 3

Uzodimma. They are alive and can 
be found in their duty posts. At what 
point did they become ghosts.

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  t h a t 
accentuated the scam allegation was 
the movement of  the pay roll system 
away from the regular civil servants 
to the governor's office under the 
control of  a consulting firm. There 
according to one of  the labour 
leaders all the manipulations 
including cutting of  worker's wages 
are done. 

It is important to query why the 
core civil servants (professionals) 
whose business it is to manage the 
payroll system should be kept 
redundant while government pays 
huge sums to a consultant milking 
the state dry? What could possibly 
justify this? Before Uzodimma 
came, Ihedioha had streamlined the 
payment system under which 
everybody including the so called 
ghost  workers received their 

onders they say 

Wsha l l  never  end 
especially in Imo. 

This is more than America 
wonders. It is only in Imo that 
the government will declare 
over ten thousand workers 
ghosts by stopping their salaries 
since over a year. These same 
ghosts have continued to 
d i s t u r b  t h e  g ove r n m e n t 
declaring that they are real 
workers, not ghosts.

On this day, they mass 
s u r g e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  
government house to show 
themselves real, the governor 
lost courage voting with his leg 
through the back door. Perhaps 
he was frightened with the sight 
of  ghosts turned real workers. It 
was revealing. Imo people after 
a careful reflection of  the 
situation have come to label the 
whole thing a big scam. Why 
do they think it is a government 
scam?

Uzodimma on assumption 
of  office in Jan 2020 promised 
to pay Imo workers every 25th 
monthly. That promise was 
never respected one day and is 
only observed in breach. He 
conducted his verification 
exercise and declared that he 
will be saving 2bn monthly 
from ghost workers. He made 
the statement in his 90 days in 
power address to Imo people. 

From then he star ted 
owing workers and after a while 
he declared again that those 
owed have documentation 
issues—(BVN, Account nos 
etc) necessitating another 
r o u n d  o f  t h e  u n e n d i n g 
verifications which is still going 
on. It sounded like a joke when 
he stated that he does not owe 
anyone.  He went ahead to 
spend huge sums publishing 
those paid and anyone outside 
that became a ghost,

And so emerged over 
10,000 workers. Funnily, some 
of  these workers have put in 
over twenty years of  service, 
were regularly engaged and 
passed through the numerous 
screening of  Rochas Okorocha 
including the one by Ihedioha 
w h i c h  w a s  d u m p e d  b y 

t is disturbing to remark that Ione of  the reasons that crime 
festers in our society with 

reckless abandon is because the 
political elites who should set 
good example have been in the 
forefront of  wrong doings. Their 
conducts stinks to high heaven 
with corrupt practices where as 
they delude themselves that no 
one reckons with their ugly past. 
So many politicians who have 
destroyed this country are allowed 
to walk free and noisily too. 
Okorocha is a good example.

Frank Ibezim of  the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) was 
locked in an electoral battle with 
Araraume riding on the support 
Gov Hope Uzodimma. The Court 
did not waste time to kick him out 
of  touch and into silence because 
of  the charge of  perjury which is a 
criminal offence in our statute 
book. 

Ibezim had aspired to come 
and lead Okigwe people in our 
Senate with a forged result. You 
can imagine the audacity of  

'wrong' people seeking to come 
and lead right people. What 
should we expect from such 
person with a questionable 
character? Like can only bring 
forth it's like and Okigwe people 
would have been the worst for it. 
Numerous questions abound from 
this issue

When the governor pulled out 
his war chest to back Ibezim even 
when the process that threw him 
up was flawed, so he didn't know 
that the man is a no go area? Could 
it be he knows and felt the man 
would also 'Ben Johnson' the show 
like he did the governorship? If  he 
d idn ' t  know o f  the  fo rged 
certificate, that is a betrayal strong 
e n o u g h  t o  t e r m i n a t e  h i s 
relationship for putting him into 
shame. Sorry, I forgot politicians 
especially the Nigerian breed has 
no shame 

It is not the first time Nigerian 
politicians have been caught in this 
mess. Recall the case of  Salisu 
Buhari, former Reps Speaker. 
Even Asiwaju Tinubu and our 
dear governor Hope Uzodimma, 
all of  APC, were once fingered in 
certificate sandal but is like they 

Ben Johnsoned the matter too.
The big question is the court 

having discovered a criminal who 
forged a school certificate why 
was he let off. Why was he not 
a r r e s t e d ?  A r e  p o l i c e m e n 
pretending that they are not 
aware or are they waiting for me 
to come and petition? Do they 

need to be kicked in the ass before 
doing their work? Nigeria is a 
funny country. And I ask again, 
when will Frank Ibezim be jailed 
to act as a deterrent for other 
criminal elements who may nurse 
the ambition of  coming to rule 
us?          

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

emoluments. 
The lie in the government scam 

is  be t rayed by  the  fac t  that 
government has never taken any 
step to punish the public officials 
through whose tables the ghosts 
infiltrated the system. We are yet to 
h e a r  t h a t  a n yo n e  h a s  b e e n 
prosecuted or jailed. Perhaps 
Uzodimma's ghosts' workers' are so 
super that they don't any human 
intervention to beat they system

When at a preliminary stage 
Uzodimma sought to hoodwink the 
Imo public by declaring that some 
civil servants are ghosts earning 
padded income. Some of  the people 
mentioned in his record emerged to 
put a lie to the issue. Mum was the 
word for him. 

Now that Uzodimma's ghosts 
have refused to answer ghosts 
preferring to bare themselves with 
all records to show they are alive, the 
man perhaps is still searching for 

another tag in his trick bag before he 
can offer another explanation.

According to a woman who 
gave her name as Ozomnaka 
Beatr ice,  “the act ion of  our 
governor to blackmail us and tag us 
ghosts is demeaning and looks like a 
scam. I didn't say he is a scammer, 
mind how you write it there, but you 
too check it. I became a ghost after 
23 years of  teaching. Is it not 
crazy?”  

Another worker who refused to 
disclose his identity stated “the man 
(governor) has finished our money 

i
n 
ever y  d ay 
A b u j a trip. Does 
he stay here; he is Abuja governor in 
Imo.” Asked how he arrived at the 
conclusion, he fired back asking the 
reporter to go and investigate 
insisting that there is no week the 
man does not go to Abuja ''ferrying 
our money there to keep his seat''         

Uzodimma and his team is yet 
to tell all the stories about Imo 
workers salaries because there are 
many things that do not add up. 
How long this issued drags has 
implications for productivity in the 
Imo State system.

Imo's 10, 000 'ghost' workers, big govt scam?

When will Frank Ibezim
be jailed?
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