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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

G
unmen yet to 
be identified at-
tacked the court 

duty vehicle of  the Nige-
rian Correctional Service, 
(NCS), Anambra State at 
Nanka community while 
conveying inmates back 
from court to the Aguata 
custodial centre.

 The attackers killed the 
correction officer and 
whisked away the inmate 
being taken back to the 
Custodial Centre.

News Echo gathered that 

Gunmen kill prison officer in 
Anambra, release inmate

the gun duel that lasted 
for about 10 minutes was 
reportedly perpetrated 
by suspected hoodlums 
in two vehicles, a sienna 
bus and a a hilux pick-up 
that trailed the court duty 
vehicle from the court 
premises. 

Although the armed 
escort put up a gallant 
resistance, he was unfor-
tunately overpowered by 
the hoodlums who came 
in their numbers with so-
phisticated weapons. 

Meanwhile, the body of  
the fallen officer has been 
deposited in the mortuary 
awaiting further neces-

Presidency: Saraki urges Nigerians 
for another chance
From Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

F
ormer President of 
the Senate, Sena-
tor Dr. Bukola Sar-

aki has urged Nigerians 
to support the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
to lead the country again 
in 2023.

Saraki, a two-time gov-
ernor of  Kwara State 
who made the appeal 
Friday, in Asaba while 
inaugurating some pro-
jects and programmes 
executed by the gover-

nor, Dr. Senator Ifeanyi 
Okowa administration 
said there are still rem-
nant of  PDP faithfuls 
who have capacity and 
integrity like Governor 
Okowa.

He said Nigeria was 
currently in a bad shape, 
with alarming cases of 
insecurity and economic 
challenges and therefore, 
urged the people to give 
PDP another chance to 
make the difference. 

He noted that the new 
projects such as the 
DLA road, Government 
Primary School, Jun-
ior Staff  Quarters, all 
in Asaba, were already 
impacting on the eco-
nomic activities in Asaba 
and thanked Governor 
Ifeanyi Okowa for com-
pleting the projects. 

“It gives me great pleas -
ure to be here and to be 
part of  this inauguration. 
For four years in the Sen -
ate we sat next to each 
other and I worked very 
closely with him when 
we passed the National 
Health Bill. I am very 
pleased with his perfor-
mance here in Delta. 

“It is on record that in 
our party, anytime we 
have difficult assignments 
we come to you because 
of  your competence, in-
tegrity and commitment 
to duty. 

“Our country is passing 
through some difficulties 
and I appeal to Nigerians 
to give PDP the chance 
again to lead Nigeria and 
you will see the differ-
ence. 

“Your administra-

APGA House  member’s
resignation jolts party

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

T
he resignation o f  
Hon. Mike Uko-
ha as a member 

of  All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) has in-

creased the fear about the 
continued relevance of  
the party in Abia State.

Ukoha, who represents 
Arochukwu constitu-
ency in the Abia State 
House of  Assembly, on 
Thursday, tendered his 
resignation from APGA, 
blaming his decision on 
alleged internal wran-
glings in the cock party.

Ukoha also claimed that 
factionalism  in his for-
mer party  had festered 
for a long time, hence the 
need to dump the party, 
as approved in the elec-
toral Act.

His resignation was read 
out on the floor of  the 
House by the Speaker, 
Hon. Chinedum Orji.

The legislator however, 
refused to announce his 
next political party of  
choice.

However, the develop-

Insecurity: Umahi urges Nigerian youths to
 embrace patriotism, shun social vices
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has called 

on Nigerian youths to em-
brace patriotism and  shun 
cultism, kidnapping, de-
struction of  government 
facilities and other social 
vices for a better and pros-
perous Nigeria. 

Umahi made the ap-
peal in Abakaliki the Eb-
onyi State capital  while 
declaring open the 65th 

Emergency Senate Meeting 
of  the National  Associa-
tion of  Nigerian Students 
(NANS).

Umahi who expressed 
concern on the incessant 
cases of  kidnappings, cult 
killings, destruction of  gov-
ernment facilities, armed 
robbery, other social ill s 
called on the perpetrators 
to have a rethink.

He admonished the youths 
to always think Nigeria first 
in whatever action they 
want to take adding that if 
the youths would always 

sary action. 
The state Comptrol-

ler, Nwakeze Emmanuel 
while  expressing his deep 
shock over the incident, 
has advised the public 
and indeed officers and 
men of  the Command to 
remain calm as investi-
gations have commenced 
with the collaboration of  
other security agencies.

 He appealed to mem-
bers of  the public to avail 
security agencies in the 
state with useful intelli-
gence that will lead to the 
arrest of  those behind the 
dastardly act.

consider the peace, security 
and corporate existence of 
Nigeria, the country will be 
a better place.

He emphasized that the 
nation’s security lies in the 
resolve of  youths to shun 
divisive tendencies.

“The nation can only be 
rebuilt by youths that have 
the fear of  God, the future 
depends on you, do not join 
people to destroy people”

“I urge the youths to shun 
kidnappings, cultism, avoid 
destruction of  public infra-
structure, say no to reck-

From Nonye Udumiri, 
Aba

T
he Indigenous 
Peoples of  Biafra, 
(IPOB) has ac-

cused Northern Nigeria 
leaders of  using banditry 
as a gold mine to make 
dubious money.

IPOB said it has ob-
served with utter bewil-
derment that banditry 
has now become another 
oil well for greedy, un-
patriotic and evil minded 
beings masquerading as 
leaders in the North.

“They are feeding fat 
with blood money. Ban-
dits are now working 
together with some Gov-
ernment officials to steal 
public funds in the name 
of  ransom,” said IPOB 
Media and Publicity Sec-
retary, Emma Powerful. 
He said that banditry 
and kidnapping will re-
main a lucrative business 
in Nigeria for as long as 
government and self  ac-
claimed religious clerics 

Northern leaders using banditry to
increase IGR - IPOB

keep negotiating with 
them.  

He said that anyone 
advocating amnesty fo r 
murderous vampires like 
bandits is their grand-
master. 

“If  Nigeria were to be 
a normal country where 
there is sanity and decen-
cy all those people cham-
pioning for amnesty for 
the killer bandits would 
have been arrested and 
put on trial. 

“The so-called shoot on 
sight order by the  Presi-
dent is only a paper tiger. 
It wasn’t meant for every-
body. We know who they 
have in mind. 

“It’s only the daft that 
will think that such order 
is meant for Fulani ban-
dits and killer herdsmen 
carrying out the Fulani 
agenda. 

“If  a serving Governor 
can boldly come out to 
defend the carrying of  
guns by Fulani herds-
men, how do you ever 
think any of  them is go-

ing to be arrested when 
their kits and kin are the 
ones going to enforce the 
order?

Powerful said that ban-
ditry has continued to 
surge because Nigerians 
are not asking the right 

questions. 
“Any day Nigerians get 

up and demand to know 
why they have a Presi-
dent who rather chooses 
to talk to them through 
a press statement by Me-
dia aides or the presiden-

cy instead of  talking to 
them live, there will be 
a change. “Any day Ni-
gerians begin to ask why 
the authorities have not 
been courageous enough 
to declare killer herds-
men terrorists but quick 

to proscribe IPOB that is 
peacefully agitating for 
freedom.”

“Banditry will stop any 
day your leaders stop 
pampering bandits and 
start treating them as ter-
rorists that they are.

tion’s commitment to the 
growth and development 
of  Asaba capital city is 
laudable and commenda-
ble,” Saraki said. 

He added that the future 
of  Nigeria would depend 
on infrastructure as be-
ing provided in Delta, 
and said “we are proud 
of  what we as PDP gov-
ernment is doing here in 
Delta”. 

In his remarks, Gover-
nor Okowa commended 
Saraki for his exemplary 
leadership in the PDP 
and the nation. He ex-
pressed delight that he 
has achieved the comple-
tion of  DLA Road and 
adjoining streets after 
unsuccessful attempts by 
previous administrations 
in the state.

...We are not in crisis - Party chieftain
ment has caused a stormy 
wind in the ranks of  the 
All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) in Abia 
State as the party is yet to 
recover from the loss of  
late Hon. Ossy Prestige, 
a former member of  the  
party who is yet to be 
buried.

APGA had also lost 
Dr. Alex Otti, its for-
mer number nine strik-
er to the All Progressive 
Congress(APC) in 2020, 
thereby reducing the pop-
ularity and relevance of  
the party in Abia State.

Though, APGA is yet 
to issue an official state-
ment on the defection of  
the Arochukwu legisla-
tor, a close source to the 
State party Chairman of  
the party, Rev. Augustine 
Ehiemere revealed tha t 
the party was not com-
fortable with the exit.

lessness”
“I  believe in our students, 

after the Endsars protest 
Ebonyi State Government 
reduced the tuition fees of 
students payable at the State 
University with N20,000 
reduction for indigens and 
N10, 000 for non-students 
respectively”

The State governor said 
that he focused on the de-
velopment of  youths be-
cause they are the panacea 
for the restoration of  peace 
and security in the country.
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he federal govern-
ment has conduct-
ed a two-day train-

ing program for youths 
in Abia State on yam 
production and process-
ing.

The training which 
took place on Thursday 
and Friday at National 
Crop Research Institute 
Umudike , Abia State, 
saw the trainees exposed 
to several mechanisms.

The Director of  Agri-
culture, Federal Ministry 
of  Agriculture and Rural 
Development, FMARD 
Mrs. Karima Babangida 
in her speech during the 
training workshop which 
exposed the trainees (30 
of  them) to the practical 
aspect of  yam produc-

FG trains youths in yam processing
tion and processing, said 
one of  the cardinal point 
of  President Muham-
madu Buhari’s adminis-
tration is to increase yam 
production and reduce 
wastage.

Represented by the 
FMARD Regional Di-
rector, Mr. Kehis Felix, 
Babangida said that the 
processing of  yam tuber 
has been an age long tra-
ditional method with lit-
tle output, adding, “post 
harvest losses have been 
the bane of  yam produc-
tion in Nigeria; with a 
loss of  up to 40 percent 
on account of  inadequate 
storage and processing 
facilities”.

She said, “It is against 
this background that the 
value chain has taken 
the initiative to organize 

this training. The train-
ing was a practical one, 
which will lead to the 
springing up of  many 
small scale yam process-
ing factories. This will re-
duce post harvest losses, 
complement the existing 
few factories and bring 
more money to the actors 
in the yam value chain”.

On the reason the work -
shop was targeted for the 
women and youth, she 
said, “as a matter of  pol-
icy, there must be 35 per-
cent inclusion of  women 
in all the Ministry’s activ -
ities”.

According to Babangi-
da, “The choice of  wom-
en and youth wouldn’t 
have been more appro-
priate when the role of  
women in nation building 
is considered. Women as 

we know play a special 
role in the overall devel-
opment of  the country. 
There is no chance for 
the welfare of  the world 
unless the condition of  
women is improved. It 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Committee of  
Chairmen and Secre-
taries of  the Nigeri-

an Bar Association (NBA), 
branches in Anambra State, 
has bemoaned the wors-
ening security situation in 
the State, threatening that 
the body will embark on a 
peaceful protest to express 
their dissatisfaction with 
the current security situa-
tion in the state, Monday. 
The body called on the Fed-
eral Government, Anam-
bra State Government and 
heads of  Security agencies 
to wake up and be alive to 
their responsibilities of  pro-
tecting lives and properties 
of  the citizens.

The Committee, in press 
release signed by the Chair-
man NBA, Awka Branch, 

Mr. Ekene Okonkwo, on be -
half  of  other branch chair-
men and made available to 
Journalists, in Awka, on 
Saturday, noted that the se-
curity situation in Anambra 
State is highly tensed up and 
frightening to say the least.

According to the release, 
there has been cases of  kid-
nap and gruesome murder 
and killing of  innocent cit-
izens and security person-
nel in the State and nothing 
is being done to curb this 
frightening security chal-
lenges in Anambra State 
recently.

“Just last week Friday, 
12/3/2021, a Lawyer, Bar-
rister Frank Onwuachi, who 
is also the President Gener-
al of  Omor in Ayamelum 
LGA of  the State was kid-
napped along Ezu River/
Anaku road and gruesome-
ly murdered the following 

An Ibadan based busi-
nessman and a philan-
thropist Chief  Obioma 
Obi has given a pat on the 
back of  Imo State gover-
nor, Senator Hope Uzod-
imma (Onwa) on his de-
velopmental strides and 
ability to hold the state 
together in spite of  the 
shattered economy and 
insecurity in the country.

He maintained that the 
three phase mantra of  

day by his captors.
On the 19/3/2021, two 

Prison Officers were killed 
at Ekwulobia, Aguata LGA 
and this is barely 24 hours 
after Naval officers and 
policemen were killed at 
Awkuzu and Neni respec-
tively. Also, a Naval Outpost 
close to Bridgehead Onitsha 
was attacked sometimes last 
week resulting to the killings 
of  some Naval officers and 
their weapons carted away.

The Committee conse-
quently resolved as follows; 
That all lawyers in Anam-
bra State shall boycott all 
courts from Monday to 
Wednesday, that all lawyers 
in Anambra State should 
converge at the Judiciary 
Headquarters, Awka on 
Monday by 12 noon for 
onward movement to the 
Government House, Awka 
to express our dissatisfac-

NBA to protest incessant killings
in Anambra today

tion with the current secu-
rity situation in Anambra 
State and Chairmen of  Bar 
Branches in Anambra State 
are requested to sensitize 
their members and various 
Court heads to ensure com-
pliance with the above di-
rectives.

“The Committee calils 
on the State Government 
to as a matter of  urgency 
summon a meeting of  vari-
ous Security agencies in the 
State to address this worri-
some security situations and 
tackle it headlong.

“We all cannot continue 
to downplay the security sit-
uation or pretend that all is 
well.

“Failure by the State Gov-
ernment to act immediate-
ly may lead to a descent to 
anarchy, the statement con-
cluded.

Irate Youths in Ogboji community in Orumba South Local Government Area of Anambra State protesting 
against imposition of leadership.

is not possible for a bird 
to fly on only one wing. 
On the part of  the youth, 
they are the engine room 
of  any nation; their par-
ticipation in a growing 
economy is an essential 

key to national develop-
ment. The world’s big-
gest power is the youth; 
therefore meaningful ef-
forts must be put in place 
to help empower them to 
contribute.

Ibadan businessman, Chief
Obi, lauds Gov Uzodimma

the government recon-
struction, rehabilitation 
and recovery are vital in 
the economic recovery 
of  the state adding that 
the shared prosperity -the 
philosophy of  Gov Uzo-
dimma’s administration 
would stop at nothing in 
putting Imo on wheels to 
be rated high in the coun-
try.

Chief  Obi laid bare his 
mind in a chat with the 
media briefly on arrival 
into Owerri, he lauded 
the governor for appoint-
ing qualified people into 
various offices but then 
enjoined the appointees 
to put in their best.

Obi who is also the 
(Ahaejiejemba) of  Ubaha 
Orodo noted that some 
Owerri roads are under-
going serious rehabili-
tation and maintenance 
and then applauded 

Uzodimma for the com-
missioning of  Dick Tiger 
and Chukwuma Nwoha 
roads, etc.

He said the rehabilita-
tion of  Owerri-Orlu, Ow-
erri-Okigwe roads are in 
good faith and numerous 
others like Uratta/Mcc 
road, Dick Tiger, World 
Bank, pointing out that 
the quality of  work and 
the gutters dug are of  
good standards, he said

As the director of  Bima-
tex International Ltd and 
an alumnus of  the Nige-
ria premier University, 
he has traveled wide and 
maintained that he pre-
ferred Gov Uzodimma’s 
style of  leadership. He 
then urged Imo people 
to be patient and support 
him, he also advised him 
to aim at industrializing 
the state to create jobs for 
our unemployed youths.

‘One-chance’ robbery: 
Victim calls for vigilance
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
victim of  One-
Chance robbery in 
Owerri, Miss Joy 

Ononuju, a Point Of  Sale 
(POS) attendant, has cau-
tioned the public especial-
ly residents of  Owerri, to 
be vigilant of  the activities 
of  One-Chance robbers 
who she said use charms 
to rob their ignorant or 
absent-minded victims of  
their money or other valu-
ables.

The victim, Miss Joy On-
onuju, who narrated her 
ordeal in the hands of  the 
One-Chance robbers at 
Naze, Owerri North, last 
week, told News Echo that 
she met some strangers 
while coming back from 
work at Douglas, Owerri, 
who asked her for direction 
and after she had directed 
them, they hypnotized her 
and asked her to come to 
a certain place at Naze 
for deliverance prayer the 
next day as someone had 
demonized her not to pro-
gress in life, but warned her 
not to divulge the appoint-
ment to anyone.

“When I got home that 
day”, the victim continued, 
“I was weak. I could not get 
myself. I told my roommate 

that I was not feeling good. 
She opted to pray for me, 
but could not as my phone 
rang. Behold it was one of 
the criminals who told me 
to keep the secret else I die. 
I was afraid. He called me 
again in the morning imme-
diately after my oga whom 
I work for gave me two 
hundred and fifty thousand 
naira. I went straight to the 
church place as scheduled 
and I was  deceived and the 
money, my phone and my 
bag disappeared. The crim-
inals vanished into the thin 
air. I fainted and was resus-
citated. They were five men 
who pretended they came 
for prayer. They read the bi-
ble as they prayed for me”.

She confided that her oga 
mandated her to pay her 
back his money otherwise 
he would get her arrested. 
“But all plea rendered to 
him to forgive me failed. 
My parents are economi-
cally poor and I’m totally 
devastated by this ugly de-
monic development”.

She however called on 
government to look into 
the  activities of  these men 
of  the underworld to save 
lives, as well as maintain 
sanity, peace and relaxation 
in the society.
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igeria is a secular state. In 

NNigeria there is freedom 
of worship. This freedom 

is one of the many things a citizen 
enjoys and which is guaranteed 
under our statute book. Freedom 
represents different things to 
different people. Some people 
hold that there is no absolute 
freedom arguing that the right of a 
person to swing his arms is limited 
to the extent that it does not hit 
another.

This understanding is still very 
far from many people especially 
religious fanatics, who are so 
overwhelmed by their beliefs to 
the extent that they are quite 
intolerant of opposing views as 
far as their faith is concerned. 
Religion was described by Karl 
Marx  as  op ium which  i s  
administered to a people to put 
them to sleep.

There is this deceptive euphoria 
that he is quite fulfilled in his 
campaign for God whether or not 
anyone is matched upon in the 
process. This no doubt explains 
why many religions, Christianity 
and Islam especially, spread in the 
early times and even up till now 
through violence  

It is the sedative nature of this 
opium which brings all the fantasy 
and pleasure that motivates 
people to exhibit  extreme 
behaviours in the practice of their 
faith. This is the situation even 
when it is clear that the fanatic 
involved is also infringing on the 
rights of another. This is also an 
offence against his fellow being 
which he will find justifications 
for just because of his professed 
love for God which he elects to 
defend at all cost.

Nigeria has two major foreign 
religions dominant. The two 
r e l i g i o n s  o f  I s l a m  a n d  
Christianity have different sects 
and groups. All are found in 
competition with each other 
struggling for membership, 
identity and canvassing why it is 
better than the other even when 
they may have originated from one 

source. 
Nigeria today is seriously 

challenged with various health 
hazards part of which includes 
noise pollution. The amount of 
noise generated through various 
activities and which impedes on 
the health of the citizens are 
unquantifiable. It is unfortunate 
to add that much of this noise 
which cumulatively takes the lives 
of  individuals comes from 
religious organization. 

Rel ig ious  g roups  as  we  
understand ought to be saving 
lives and not to take in whatever 
way. Through early morning 
exhortations by Muslims in their 
various mosques, and through 
various preaching at crusade 
grounds, church programs at the 
markets, homes, churches, etc the 
two religions generate so much 
noise that affects the peace of 
individuals and calmness in the 
environment.

N e w s  E c h o  n o t e s  w i t h  
dissatisfaction the reckless 
manner that they conduct their 
activities, a situation which does 
not respect the rights of other 
people to a noise free society. They 
seem to be saying that whether or 
not you belong to our fold, 
whether or not you like what we 
are doing, you have no choice than 
to keep quiet and enjoy the noise. 

This is  reg rettable.  The 
constitutional rights of people to 
free worship are infringed upon 
when they are indirectly coerced 
to enjoy the teachings of other 
religions.

We note again that blaring 
noises against the wishes of the 
people further exposes those with 
health challenges who may be 
needing rest and noise free 
environment for recuperation. We 
call on the government to seek 
measures towards regulating the 
amount of  noise generated 
through religious programs.

We do not think that God 
himself would seek to suffer or 
inconvenience people for his 
message to be heard.

Need to curb religious 
menace in our society
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Iwuanyanwu: Grey hair
masturbation and prodigious 
adumbration
By Ori Martins

M
y generation grew 
up appreciating 
Engineer Em-
manuel Iwuan-

yanwu as an exceptional Igbo 
with capacity, courage, vision 
and means. Both in name and 
stature, Iwuanyanwu towered 
above his contemporaries in 
politics, business and wealth. 

When no Igbo mustered the 
courage to vie for the presi-
dency of  Nigeria, Iwuanyan-
wu braved the challenge. That 
time, Chief  MKO Abiola was 
recognizably the most flour-
ishing politician cum business-
man in Nigeria. From that high 
prism, Abiola floated Concord 
newspapers and Iwuanyanwu 
came up with Champion news-
papers. Abiola put up Concord 
Airline and Iwuanyanwu re-
sponded with Oriental Air. 

The iconic Abiola had a foot-
ball team known as Abiola 
Babes just as our legendary 
Iwuanyanwu gave us Iwuan-
yanwu Nationale. Iwuanyan-
wu Nationale, between 1986 
and 2006 were one of  the most 
formidable teams in Africa. 
And so, Iwuanyanwu’s name 
loomed larger than life. Those 
remarkable achievements an-
nounced Iwuanyanwu’s in-
fluence and glory locally, na-
tionally and internationally, 
elevating him to the Olympic 
height of  glory. 

That period was Iwuanyan-
wu’s finest hour. Every Igbo 
proudly associated with him 
as his name could easily open 
doors for you either in govern-
ment or social circles. He was 
among the be all and end all 
Nigerians. It was an era when 
Iwuanyanwu had his imprima-
tur in virtually all the greatness 
recorded both in the Igbo na-
tion and Nigeria as a country. 

For those who do not know, 
Iwuanyanwu was the biggest 
contributor to the realization 
of  the Imo Airport. Those were 
the factors that made it possible 
for him to anoint his clansman, 
Chief  Evan Enwerem as Imo 
State governor in the botched 
Third Republic. 

In the present dispensation, 
the adumbrated prodigious 
flair and tenacity mostly as-
cribed to Igbo’s ingenuity and 
industry, which were all visible 
in Iwuanyanwu as an auspi-
cious beginner, has given way 
to a great grey hair caught in 
the illicit affair of  masturbation 

and double standards. 
Just few days ago, the Aha 

Ejiagamba of  Ndigbo caused 
political and social ripples 
when he stated that he regret-
ted voting an Owerri zone can-
didate in the last governorship 
election in Imo State in 2019. 
That statement had attracted 
opprobrium against Iwuanyan-
wu by the PDP and its support -
ers as well as utter condemna-
tion from Owerri zone and its 
sympathizers.

The PDP cannot reconcile 
why their BoT member would 
always take stand that is usual-
ly against the major opposition 
party in the country and cow-
ardly attack the party’s leaders. 
So, Iwuanyanwu no longer sup-
ports equity, does not promote 
fairness and cares less about 
justice - Orlu zone had Chiefs 
Achike Udenwa and Okorocha 
ruling the state for 16 years and 
he still wanted it to grab power 
again? 

For almost 10 years now, 
Iwuanyanwu, a PDP BoT 
member, has had the knack for 
political philander-ism. For in-
stance, in the eight years regime 
of  erstwhile governor, Senator 
Rochas Okorocha, Iwuanyan-
wu, against the popular stand 
of  Imolites, openly identified 
with Owelle . That was in spite 
of  Okorocha’s anti people pol-
icies which the PDP (Iwuan-
yanwu’s party) roundly con-
demned. Despite the fact that 
Okorocha arrogantly mocked 
Iwuanyanwu to no end, even 
mentioning his name among 
the big names in Imo State pol-
itics he had expired and retired, 
Iwuanyanwu still pandered to 
the governor of  “my people, 
my people fame”. 

In the past one year, Iwuan-
yanwu, mindless of  what the 
PDP termed Supreme Court’s 
mindless verdict in sacking Rt. 
Hon. Emeka Ihedioha, still 
praises and applauds Senator 
Hope Uzodimma who was 
installed thereafter. In one in-
stance, Iwuanyanwu said Uzo-
dimma is the best thing ever to 
have happened to Imo State. 

At the other, he enthused that 
Uzodimma had outscored the 
performance of  previous Imo 
governors put together. Yet, 
the PDP and other opposition 
parties and their members have 
continued to shout that pen-
sioners and workers in the state 
have not been paid. Owerri 
PDP in particular querried why 
Governor Uzodimma awarded 

the contracts for the rehabilita-
tion of  the roads from Owerri 
to Okigwe and Orlu without 
awarding any that crisscrossed 
from Owerri to Obowo, from 
Owerri to Ngor Okpala, etc. 

 It questioned why Uzodim-
ma why the governor chose an 
Orlu vice chancellor for Imo 
State University to replace an 
Orlu ex VC. It wondered why 
the governor picked an Orlu 
zone ward as the Imo choice 
for Ohanaeze Ndigbo presi-
dent. In all this, Iwuanyanwu 
never raised a voice in condem -
nation. 

Really, it was politically in-
correct for a personality in the 
caliber of  Iwuanyanwu to act 
ultra vires by bringing down 
his hard earned reputation via 
the statements ascribed to him 
three days ago. The question is, 
why is Iwuanyanwu regretting 
his political actions of  2019? 
Overwhelming majority of  Im-
olites, till today, still say Ihedio -
ha was quite enterprising in his 
about eight months rule.  

At least, his 32 road projects 
awarded to 16 construction 
firms laid a solid foundation 

for Uzodimma who noted on 
assumption of  office that he 
would continue where Ihedio-
ha stopped. Had Ihedioha per-
formed abysmally as Iwuan-
yanwu wants to make it appear, 
Uzodimma would not have 
said “I will continue where Ihe -
dioha stopped. 

As it stands, most of  the roads 
commissioned today by Uzod-
imma were flagged off  by Ihe-
dioha. The now renovated Dan 
Anyiam Stadium where Heart-
land is playing their home 
games rather than Okigwe 
were made possible by Ihedio-
ha.  Yes, Uzodimma deserves 
commendation for continuing 
and completing them. 

Again, and most significantly, 
Uzodimma still keeps and toes 
the path of  the judicial panel 
of  inquiries set up by Ihedio-
ha to look into the nefarious 
activities of  previous admin-
istrations , particularly that of  
Okorocha! The move by this 
regime to bring Okorocha to 
book through legal means - and 
it has brought the Uzosdima 
government huge popularity: it 
was started by Ihedioha. 

In his appointments, he never 
made an Mbaise man his SSG, 
his head of  service was from 
Ikeduru while the accountant 
general was a scion of  Oguta 
even as his chief  of  staff  hails 
from Obowo. It was the most 
balanced appointment in terms 
of  spread, merit and profes-
sionalism. 

So, why is Iwuanyanwu re-
gretting his votes for Ihedioha? 
Let me assume that Iwuan-
yanwu is being misquoted. Or 
was it a slip of  tongue or even 
a Freudian slip! No matter the 
angle you take it from, Iwuan-
yanwu’s latest tackle has made 
him to catch the figure of  a 
tragic hero. Iwuanyanwu, the 
once big masquerader that was 
feared respected is now treated 
as toys and dolls: what a pity! 

In all, Iwuanyanwu said his 
mind thereby expressing his 
constitutional rights, but he 
ought to have known that “ 
where your rights stop, is where 
another person’s starts” even 
as an elder he must weigh the 
consequences of  his actions or 
inactions before embarking on 

Chief Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu

them.
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ower consumers have Praised the alarm that 
power distribution 

companies were now selling 
the free meters that were 
provided for electricity users 
by the Federal Government. 

In October 2020, the 
F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t 
inaugurated the National 
Mass Metering Programme 
in respect of  which the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria 
issued a framework for 
financing the scheme. 

The programme was 
inaugurated to increase the 
country's metering rate and 
eliminate arbitrary estimated 

alongside the Meter Asset 
Providers programme, but 
argued that the MAPs had 
not been successful, which 
was why the government 
introduced the NMMP. 

Speaking on studies 

h e  A d v e r t i s i n g TP r a c t i t i o n e r s 
Council of  Nigeria 

(APCON) has been directed 
by the Federal Government 
to implement key policies to 
guarantee the advertising 

income of  media houses by 
c r e a t i n g  a  h e a l t h y 
environment for media 
outfits to operate. The 
Minister of  Information 
and Culture, Alhaji Lai 
Mohammed made this 
known during the unveiling 
of  the Digital Switch Over 
(DSO)/Analogue Switch 
Off  timetable in Abuja.

The Minister in his speech 

said the government will 
a l s o  s u p p o r t  c h a n n e l 
o w n e r s  a n d  c o n t e n t 
providers  through the 
implementation of  the 
audience measurement 
system to guarantee a 
sustained stream of  revenue 
from advertising for them to 
invest in the development of  
compelling content.

“Very soon, APCON and 

the National Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC) will 
sign a Memorandum of  
Understanding, MoU, on 
zero advertising debts to 
ensure that revenue from 
advertising goes to the 
media owners.”

 n e w  r e p o r t 

Alaunched by the 
E c o n o m i c 

Commission for Africa 
(ECA) on the impact of  
COVID-19 on e-commerce 
in the continent, shows that 
the pandemic, bad as it is, 
h a s  o p e n e d  u p  n e w 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e 
continent's digital economy. 

The report was launched 

on Saturday at a side event at 
the ECA annual Conference 
of  African Ministers of  
Finance,  Planning and 
Economic Development, 
holding in Ethiopia. A 
s t a t e m e n t  b y  t h e 
communication session of  
ECA quoted the authors of  
the report as saying that the 
growth of  the sector was 
made possible by improved 

Internet penetration rates, 
reduced Internet costs, and 
growth of  mobile telephony. 

One of  the authors, Guy 
Futi, said in a presentation 
that by 2019, Africa had 
registered unprecedented 
growth in digitalization with 
some 290 million people 
connected to the Internet, an 
inves tment  o f  US$1 .4 
billion in venture capital. 

According to Futi, more 
than 30 per cent of  adults in 
Nigeria,  South Africa, 
Egypt, and Kenya reported 
owning mobile phones. 
While the report pointed out 
that Africa's regulatory 
regime was yet to catch up 
with the speed with which 
the  d ig i ta l  sec tor  was 
growing, in general,  i t 
r e m a i n e d  p a t c hy  a n d 

charac te r ized  by  poor 
enforceability. 

The growth of  mobile 
technology, among the other 
fac tors,  bui l t  a  fe r t i l e 
foundation that could be 
buttressed by developments 
in venture capital  and 
funding, online payments, 
and logistics. “We arrived at 
the conclusion that the 
digital economy can be a 

powerful catalyst for Africa's 
economy with the potential 
to alleviate many of  the 
e c o n o m i c  b u r d e n s  o f  
COVID-19.  “But more 
importantly, e-commerce 
and digital trade can serve as 
a powerful engine for the 
economic recovery now 
required,” the authors of  the 
report said. 

selling meters that were 
meant to be free. 

He said, “Look at the 
National Mass Metering 
P r o g r a m m e  t h a t  t h e 
government inaugurated 
recently to ensure mass 

b i l l s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n 
unmetered customers by 
Discos. 

Through the scheme, the 
CBN provided financing 
support to the Discos for the 
procurement of  meters for 
customers from local meter 
manufacturers. 

The meters were meant 
to be installed free of  charge 
i n  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  
beneficiaries, but power users 
on Friday alleged that some 
Discos were beginning to 
collect money for the meters. 

They said that some 
Discos claimed that the 
s cheme  was  be ing  r un 

done by his group as regards 
the installation of  meters 
u n d e r  t h e  N M M P,  t h e 
National Secretary, Nigeria 
E l e c t r i c i t y  C o n s u m e r 
Advocacy Network, Uket 
Obonga, said Discos were 

metering, some Discos are 
now selling the prepaid 
meters that were given to 
them free of  charge for 
customers,

“I held a programme in 
Calabar and put a call 
directly to one of  the 
commissioners there to tell 
him what's happening. The 
next day Port Harcourt 
Disco invited me to go with 
them for meter launch and 
so forth.” 

Discos now selling FG's free meters, consumers allege

COVID-19 has opened new
opportunities in Africa — ECA

Minister to APCON, NBC:
Guarantee income for media houses

EEDC engineers at workEEDC engineers at workEEDC engineers at work
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Cr   me Watch

he Imo State Police TCommand at  the 
we e k e n d  s a i d  i t 

launched an investigation 
into the attack on Isiala 
Mbano Divisional Police 

h e  I n s p e c t o r -TGeneral of  Police 
Response Team 

(IRT) led by Deputy 
Commissioner of  Police, 
A b b a  K y a r i  a t  t h e 
weekend arrested two 
members of  a secret cult 
group operating in Aba 
for alleged murder of  a 
rival cult member.

The two suspects; 
Victor Nzubechukwu 
Okonkwo (aka Tiny), an 
indigene of  Umukaegwu, 
Akokwa in Ideato North 
Local Government Area 
of  Imo State and Prince 
Kalu, an indigene of  
U g w u n a e z i m a , 
U g w u a k u m a  i n 
A r o c h u k w u  L o c a l 
Government Area of  
Abia State were arrested 
at various locations in 
Aba, the commercial 
nerve city of  the state 
through inte l l igence 
gathering by the IRT 
Squad.

Okonkwo, a student 
of  Maritime Academy, 
Oron, Akwa Ibom State 
a n d  K a l u  a  t r a i l e r 
c o n d u c t o r  w h o  a r e 
members of  the Supreme 
Vikings Confraternity 
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  i n 
connect ion with the 
k i l l i n g  o f  o n e 
Ugochukwu Igwilo (aka 

Tata) who is said to be a 
member of  a rival cult; 
Black Axe Confraternity.

It was gathered that 
the duo were trailed and 
arrested by the IRT squad 
after one of  their gang 
members who was earlier 
arrested, linked them to 
the death of  the deceased.

The duo were said to 
h a v e  u s e d  a n o t h e r 
member of  the gang to 
lure the deceased to the 
O g b o r  a x i s  o f  t h e 
commercial town where 

they shot him in the chest.
According  to  the 

source, after killing their 
victim, they went ahead 
to cut off  his head, his 
hands and legs including 
the genital (Penis) before 
throwing the remains into 
the  River.

unmen suspected 

Gto be bandits have 
killed Abba Abbey 

Gidan Haki, the personal 
aide to former governor of  
Sokoto State, Senator Aliyu 
Wamakko.

T h e  S e n i o r  S p e c i a l 
Assistant on Media and 
P u b l i c i t y  t o  S e n a t o r 
Wamakko, Bashir Rabe 
M a n i ,  c o n f i r m e d  t h e 
incident.

In a statement, Mani 
confirmed that Abbey was 
kidnapped on Thursday 
night.

It was learnt that his 
corpse was, however, found 
a f t e r  t h e  k i d n a p p e r s 
dumped his body along a 
road to Durbawa town in 
Kware Local Government 
Area of  Sokoto on Friday 
night.

The deceased has since 
been buried according to 
Islamic rites.

His funeral prayer led by 
the Chief  Imam of  Sheikh 
Uthman Bin Fodiyo Juma'at 
Mosque, Sokoto, Sheikh 
Abubakar Shehu Na Liman 
was attended by Senator 

Wamakko, the Minister of  
Po l i ce  Af fa i r s,  A lha j i 
M u h a m m a d u  M a i g a r i 
D i n g y a d i  a n d  o t h e r 
dignitaries.

The ex-governor's aide is 
survived by a wife and five 
children.

“We pray Almighty Allah 
grant him Aljannat Firdaus 
a n d  g i v e  h i s  f a m i l y, 
Wamakko and people of  the 
s t a t e,  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e 
f o r t i t u d e  t o  b e a r  t h e 
i r r e p a r a b l e  l o s s,”  t h e 
statement read.

police facility, said that no 
rifle was carted away by the 
attackers. 

Ikeokwu also said that 
the gunmen were unable to 
burn down the facility but 
only succeeded in setting 
files ablaze and injuring one 
of  the policemen on duty. 

The police spokesperson 
said, “On arrival, they 
headed to the division's 
armoury and unable to find 
any rifle, they set all the files 
there ablaze.  The station 
was not completely burnt 
down. Only one policeman 

located at Umueze Road 
and started shooting into 
the air. 

T h e  I n t e r i m 
Management Committee 
Chairman of  Isiala Mbano 
LGA, Chika Okoroike, who 
confirmed the attack, said 

headquarters located at 
Umuelemai. 

T h e  p o l i c e 
spokesperson in the state, 
Orlando Ikeokwu, who 
confirmed the attack on the 

sustained gunshot injuries 
and he was rushed to a 
hospital. Investigation into 
the attack has begun.'' 

It was gathered that 
the gunmen on arrival 
c o n d o n e d  o f f  t h e 
Divisional Headquarters 
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Aherba l i s t ,  Baoku 
Gbuyi and a 27-year-

old bricklayer,  Olamide 
Odulaja have been arrested by 
detectives of  Ogun State 
P o l i c e  c o m m a n d ,  f o r 
allegedly killing a housewife, 
Modupeola Folorunsho and 
her 4-year-old son, Peter 
Folor unsho for  a l leged 
money ritual. 

The arrest of  the suspects, 
according to a statement by 
the command spokesman, 
Abimbola Oyeyemi, followed 
a report received at Ijebu Igbo 

division from the victim's 
husband.  Oyeyemi said 
Folorunso reported on 14th 
of  February 2021, that his 
wife and his son went out 
since the previous day and 
were yet to return, and that 
efforts to locate her and the 
little boy didn't yield any 
positive result. He added that 
“upon the report, a case of  
m i s s i n g  p e r s o n  w a s 
incidented, and the DPO 
Ijebu Igbo Division, SP 
Kazeem Solotan detailed his 
crack detectives to unravel the 
mystery behind the sudden 

disappearance of  the woman 
and her son”. “The detectives 
embarked on technical and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  b a s e d 
investigation, which led them 
to the arrest of  Olamide 
Odulaja at Ibadan”. “On 
in ter rogat ion,  Olamide 
confessed that he and one 
herbalist abducted the victim 
and her son on the 13th of  
February 2021 and that the 
victim and her son were killed 
for money ritual at the house 
of  the said herbalist”. “He 
stated further that, it was the 
herbalist who burnt the 
woman's head which he used 
f o r  h i m ” .  “ U p o n  h i s 
confession, detectives went 
after the herbalist who resides 
at Araromi street Japara Ijebu 
Igbo. “On interrogation, the 
herbalist confessed that it was 
O l a m i d e  O d u l a j a  w h o 
approached him for money 
ritual following which he 
asked him to bring a human 
head as one of  the materials 
to be used”. “He stated 
f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h 
conspired to abduct the 
woman and her son and 
slaughter  them for that 
purpose”. “He confessed 
further that he burnt the 
woman's head with some 
other herb which he gave to 
Olamide to use. When asked 
about the little boy, he said 
that his head and remains 
were dumped inside a pit 
latrine”. 

The State Commissioner 

of  Police, Edward Awolowo 

Ajogun, who commended his 

men for their display of  

investigative intelligence has 

o rdered  the  immedia te 

transfer of  the case to state 

criminal investigation and 

intelligence department for 

further investigation and 

diligent prosecution. The CP, 

who described the incident as 

t h e  h e i g h t  o f  m a n ' s 

inhumanity, warned those 

who are out looking for 

money ritual to desist as only 

hard work backed with prayer 

can lead to success.

that the rescue mission was being 
facilitated by him. 

He blamed the removal of  
soldiers from Anara town 24 hours 
before the attack. Okoroike said 
that he made efforts to make sure 
that the military men posted out of  
Anara town on Friday without any 
reason were returned but all to no 
avail. 

Police commence investigation as gunmen attack
another Imo divisional station, injure cop

Herbalist, bricklayer arrested
over killing of housewife for ritual

Police arrest two
cultists for murder
in Abia

Gunmen abduct, kill Senator Wamakko's aide
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Suspected ritualists
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ndigenes of  Ozara- IIhube community of  
O k i g w e  L o c a l  

Government Area of  Imo 
State, have said they were 
l i v i n g  p e a c e f u l l y ,  
c o m f o r t a b l y  a n d  
satisfactorily from the solid 
m i n e r a l s  ( n a t u r a l  
resources) which God 
endowed them with, but 
are worried over lack of  
social amenities like safe 
water, electricity and good 
road network.

They explained that apart 
from sand excavation 
which generates huge 
prof i ts  for  the local  
gover nment  and  the  
people, they equally make 
huge profit from  the 
concrete which they mine 
l o c a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  
agriculture and trading.

One of  the local concrete 
m i n e r s ,  C h i n w e n d u  
Okoronkwo, an indigene 
of  Ozara- Ihube, Okigwe, 
in a chat at the community 
w i t h  N e w s  E c h o  
Newspaper team, last 
Friday, said that the people 
are predominantly farmers, 
miners and traders who do 
not depend on government 
nor individuals to eke out a 
proper living.

"We are predominantly 
local miners. Our land is 
richly endowed with solid 
minerals. We excavate 
concrete, sharp sand from 
which we make a good 
living. Ikpankwu Land is 
the place we mine local 
concrete. We use shovel 
and digger because we do 
not have the money to 
procure machines to fasten 
the excavation".

O k o r o n k w o,  w h i l e  
emphasizing that many 
families in Okigwe make a 
good living from concrete 
and sharp sand excavations 
aside from farming and 
trading, added that "a 
tipper filled with local 
concrete (stone) is sold at 
#9,000 or #10,000. Mining 
is a thriving business in 
Okigwe. Many people, 
particularly the youths, are 

positively engaged in the 
mining activity. Because of  
this, crime, cultism and 
youth restiveness are 
minimal at Ozara- Ihugbe 
communi ty.  We  l ive  
p e a c e f u l l y  a n d  
comfortably".

He added that farming is 
a  p r i o r i t y  a t  t h e i r  
community as cassava, 
cocoyam, cashew, palm oil 
among others are mostly 
produced.

He mentioned that the 
major problems the people 
of  Okigwe suffer are 

electricity and pipe borne 
w a t e r  o f  w h i c h  h e  
requested government to 
look into, saying constant 
electricity and regular 
wa t e r  s u p p ly  wo u l d  
encourage productivity, 
b o o s t  e c o n o my  a n d  
enhance socialisation.

"We lack electricity, 
water and good road 
network. Government 
should look into this 
infrastructure issue to 
relive us", he maintained.

News Echo found out that 

the healthcare centre at 
Ozara- Ihube Okigwe was 

functioning as people 
access medication free 
o f  c h a r g e .  T h e  
healthcare centre is 

located at the Central 
School of  Ozara- Ihube. 

"Our healthcare center is 
working. Indigenes are 
charged less  fee  for  
medication. We are okay 
with this development 
here, Okoronkwo said.

ome angry youths 

Sf r o m  O g b o j i  
c o m m u n i t y  i n  

Orumba South Local 
Government Area of  
Anambra  Sta te  have  
banished nine, out of  11 
elders listed as members of  
a new caretaker committee 
of  the town.

The protesting youths 
carrying placards with 
various inscriptions on 
Friday stormed the palace 
of  the traditional ruler of  
the community, HRH Igwe 
Festus Iyioku to protest the 
constitution of  a caretaker 
c o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  
community, despite the 
non-expiration of  the 
tenure of  the current 
leadership.

President of  the Ogboji 
Youth Association, Mr. 
Chukwuweike Okeke who 
led the youths while 

a d d r e s s i n g  
the monarch 
insisted that 
n i n e  

members of  the new 
caretaker committee have 
been excommunicated 
from the community, while 
two were pardoned for 
confessing that their names 
were listed without their 
knowledge.

Okeke said, “We are 
here to tell you that some 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
community are planning to 
scuttle the peace we have 
here, and we will not allow 
that to happen. We have 
decided to excommunicate 
all those whose names 
appeared on the list of  the 
new caretaker committee, 
except Chief  Paulinus 
Nwafor and Chief  Marcel 
Orjiakor.

"Every other member 
whose names appeared on 
the list must bring to the 
community their caps, 
which signifies their title, 

a n d  w o u l d  
h a v e  n o  
dealing with 

anyone in the community, 
henceforth.” 

Okeke insisted that Mr. 
Marcelinus Emechebe 
remained the chairman of  
the community, saying that 
his leadership brought 
peace and development to 
the community.

He said their reason for 
bringing the protest to the 
palace of  the traditional 
ruler was to ascertain if  the 
monarch was aware of  the 
change in the leadership, 
stating that the government 
cannot conspire with some 
people in the community to 
foist a new leadership on 
them.  

The monarch, Igwe 
Festus  Iyioku,  while  
reacting, commended the 
youths for the peaceful 
conduct, stating that he 
w o u l d  m a k e  m o r e  
consultation to find out the 
reason for the sudden 
change in leadership of  the 
community

Concrete mining a lucrative 
business in Okigwe - miner
By Jennifer John, Uzoma Ogoke, Ikenna Orioha, Imo

From Ovat Mike, Onitsha

overnor Ifeanyi 

GU g w u a n y i  o f  
Enugu State on 

Thursday  described as a 
h o a x ,  t h e  a l l e g e d  
ostracisation of  the people 
of  Edeaniagu village in 
N k a n u  We s t  L o c a l  
Government Area of  the 
state.

U g w u a n y i ,  w h o  
addressed protesters from 
t h e  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  
G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e,  
Enugu, said that such 
practice had no place in the 
state.

Recall that Ishi-Ozalla 
autonomous community 
had been in turmoil  
following the alleged label 
of  the people of  Edeaniagu 
as outcasts and their 
subsequent ostracization 
by the community.

B u t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
described such alleged 
pronouncement  as  a  
practice which do not exist 
in the state, adding that the 
state government would 
take the necessary steps to 
restore normalcy in the 
area.

The governor, thereby, 
suspended the March 22 
proposed election to fill the 
kingship stool in the 
community, which was at 
the centre of  the crisis.

Ugwuanyi directed the 
Chief  of  Staff  to the State 
Government, Mr. Festus 
Uzor to initiate peace talk 
be tween  the  var ious  
interests in the community.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

governor, a people in crisis 
cannot be allowed to go 
into such election.

 Earlier, the leader of  the 
group, Chief  Munachimso 
Okoye, said that they had 
gone to notify the governor 
about a looming crisis in 
their community.

Okoye, a priestess of  
E d e a n i a g u  v i l l a g e  
described the current 
situation in their village as 
ominous, adding that it 
needed urgent intervention 
of  the state government.

She said  that  their  
community had been 
without a king since the 
death of  their traditional 
ruler, Igwe Frank Nweke in 
2012. She said that the 
community had known no 
peace since then as some 
prominent politicians had 
h i j a c k e d  t h e  
administration of  the 
community.

The priestess said that 
their late traditional ruler 
was the father of  a former 
Minister Information Mr 
Frank Nweke jnr. She said 
t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  w a s  
instigated by some of  the 
political bigwigs in the 
community who wanted to 
become kingmakers.

Okoye said that the 
constitution of  Ishi-Ozalla 
D eve l o p m e n t  U n i o n  
empowered any of  the 12 
villages in the community 
to field candidates during 
the election of  a traditional 
ruler.

She said that their trouble 
started when Edeaniagu 
village nominated one 

Sylvester Nweke to contest 
the traditional stool. “This 
did not go down well with a 
prominent politician in the 
community who instigated 
the rest of  the people to tag 
u s  a s  o u t c a s t s  a n d  
subsequently ostracised 
us,” she said. Okoye 
desc r ibed  Edeaniagu  
village as an aborigine and 
the first settlers in Ozalla 
clan, adding that it was 
demeaning to tag them as 
outcasts.

“How can a single person 
instigate the ostracisation 
of  a whole village and put a 
law that anybody that talks 
to us will either be banished 
or pay a fine of  N200, 000?

“This is against the law of  
the state and if  we do not 
stop this type of  practice 
now, then I do not know 
what they will call our 
children,” she said.

Okoye appealed to the 
governor to impress on the 
Ministry of  Chieftaincy 
Affairs to put off  the 
election to enable the 
various interests iron out 
their differences.

The protesters numbering 

over 200 also made a stop 
over at the Enugu State 
House of  Assembly and 
were received by the House 
Committee Chairman on 
Chieftaincy, Hon. Ezenta 
Ezeani.

Ezeani assured them of  
the intervention of  the 
legislators to ensure that 
the right things were done 
in the community.

The protesters carried 
p l a c a r d s  w i t h  t h e  
inscription: 'Say No to 
Ostracization', 'All we 
Want is Peace in Ishi 
Ozalla', 'Enugu is our State, 
Stop Dividing Us' and 
'Resurgence of  Caste 
System in Ishi-Ozalla is an 
A c t  o f  G r e e d  a n d  
Wickedness.

From Chuma Austin, Enugu

Enugu gov. describes ostracization 
of Edeaniagu community 
as hoax,  calls for calm 

...says Okigwe lacks water, electricity 

Irate youths banish nine elders in 
Anambra community over 
leadership crisis



Page 9

ando, an agrarian 

Ncommunity  in  
Anambra East  

Local Government Area of  
A n a m b r a  s t a t e,  wa s  
thrown into crisis early 
2 0 2 0  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
monarch, HRH Igwe 
Nnalue Nnaba Aghaeze to 
the world beyond. Some 
c a p i t a l i z e d  o n  t h e  
opportunity to divide the 
kingdom and take away the 
throne from the family or 
kindred originally destined 
to wear the crown. 
The journey started in 
J a n u a r y,  w h e n  t h e  
community reached a 
c e n s u s  t o  c r o w n  a  
traditional ruler barely one 
year after the transition of  
their late monarch, HRH 
Igwe  Nna lue  Nnaba  
Aghaeze.
Aghaeze who joined his 
ancestors in 2020 after a 
nine-year  re ign,  was 
succeeded by his cousin, 
HRH Igwe Francis Ibi 
Mmadu Emesim Aghaeze, 
a 65 year old businessman 
and farmer.
Unlike other climes where 
the stool rotates among 
v i l lages,  the  ancient  
kingdom rooted in culture 
and tradition inherited 
from their progenitor, has a 
hereditary Igweship stool. 
But unlike in some places 
where the hereditary 
system favours only the 
direct children of  the 
demise, Nando traditional 
institution is centered 
a r o u n d  U m u e z e o r a  
Agbudu kindred (family) 
recognized as the first son 
of  Iguedo, the wife of  Iru, 
the founder of  Nando.
The eldest of  the family, 
Chief  Boniface Nnaba, 
who is above 80 year old, 
whose turn it was to 
succeed the late monarch, 
had declined and passed 
the offer to Francis. 
“When I was approached 
to succeed my late brother, 
I declined the offer because 
I am a Christian. This is 
because there are some 
traditional rituals whoever 
accepts the crown must 
perform which is against 
my faith.  The king is to 
equally act as chief  priest 
of  common Nando deities. 
I am not ready to do that,” 
Udealor noted.
Igwe Francis, by virtue of  

the throne, has the 
mantle to perform Iba 

no ogbo (Recognition of  
age grades), celebration of  
the life of  Eze Nando, as 
we l l  a s  t o  o f f i c i a t e  
celebrations of  about four 
s ignif icant deit ies  in 
Nando as chief  priest.
The new monarch was 
crowned by leaderships of  
t w o  o t h e r  e x a l t e d  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  
community, which are also 
hereditary in nature, Chief  
Ozodigbo Akwobi, the 
Okpalaeze Nando, and 
Chief  Pius Anwobu, the 
Okpala Ezue of  Nando.
According to Ozodigbo, 
the three oversee the affairs 
of  the community in 
diverse ways, officiating 
public deities and other 
festivities, personally or by 
proxy, while acting as 
checks and balances with 
purposes of  maintaining 
peace, law, order, unity and 
progress of  Nando.
“We bestowed him with 
the crown and the staff  of  
office as Nwaeze which is 
now known as  Igwe 
Nando. All our positions 
are hereditary offices, 
usually headed by the 
eldest of  our respective 
kindred. We work together 
for the common good of  
Nando. The thrones are 
too sacred that anyone 
does not merit them or that 
takes them by force is 

usually struck dead by 
God. Once it is your turn, 
you shall be contacted to 
come to assume the office. 
If  you decline, it shall be 
taken over by the next 
person following you by 
age,” he explained.
To Chief  Pius Anwobu, the 
Okpala Ezue of  Nando, 
who advised the new 
monarch to tow the pact of  
peace and justice, assured 
that the community would 
officially write to the 
Transition Committee 
Chairman of  Anambra 
East LGA for onward 
presentation to the state 
government for issuance of  
certificate of  recognition.
“One special thing about 
our traditional stools is that 
once it is your turn, you 
shall be contacted to come 
a n d  a s s u m e  t h e  
responsibilities. It is not 
what you fight or campaign 
for. I was at Abuja when I 
was called upon. The eldest 
of  Umuezeora rejected the 
throne due to his Christian 
faith and it was taken over 
by the next available 
person. In my own case, I 
appointed someone else to 
perform other traditional 
rites, while I officiate those 
n o t  c o n t r a r y  t o  my  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  l i k e  
crowning of  the Igwe and 
others,” Anwobu added.
The retired civil servant, 

who praised the Nando 
rich culture, said the three 
institutions exist to resolve 
i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  
community and her people 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  a n d  
individually, expressed 
optimism that the reign of  
Igwe Francis would usher 
in a new dawn.
An illustrious son of  the 
so i l ,  Ch ie f  Emeju lu  
O k p a l a u k w u  
Okpalaezeukwu, averred 
that the unique hereditary 
traditional institutions 
were instrumental to their 
peaceful coexistence and 
progress, which according 
to him, were second to 
none in Africa.
“Nando is a spiritual 
kingdom.  There was a 
time some persons tried to 
destroy it but they were 
unsuccessful. The various 
institutions are equally 
r e c o g n i z e d  b y  o u r  
constitution. Our kingdom 
is not the type anyone can 
abuse. People have tried in 
the past to even usurp 
power or throne from Igwe 
but were frustrated. Once 
you declare intention to 
run for the Igweship 
throne, you shall be truck 
dead,” Okpalaezeukwu 
maintained.
A cabinet member of  the 
new monarch,  Chief  
Emeka Asike,   who 
i n c i d e n t a l l y  i s  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  G e n e r a l ,  
Omambala cultural centre 
in Texas, US, said he would 
support the community 
leadership to reposition 
their culture so it can 
attract international and 
local recognitions.
“I call on our Igwe to tow 
the line of  peace. I will not 
stop in helping my people 
in a little way I can. I and 
my groups, will help him to 
succeed.  The three arms of  
Nando ;  Eze  Nando,  
Okpalaeze ukwu and 
Okpalaeze Nando will 
never be relegated. As a 
cabinet member and a 
titled man, I am working to 
see a time when ozo title 
ceremony or institution 
shall be greater than 
K n i g h t h o o d ,”  A s i k e  
stated.
I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  s o m e  
community leaders, Prince 
Jokin Osita and Mr. 
U c h e o r a  A n w u o b i ,  
advised those aggrieved 
over the outcome of  the 
Igweship coronation to 
shield their sword and 
support the new monarch 
to move Nando forward, 
praying for God's wisdom 
to guide and lead him to a 
successful reign. 
“It was a great news that 
after the tussle to the 
Igweship throne, our 
people gave peace chance 

to reign. I wish the new 
Igwe successful tenure. I 
am begging all those 
probably aggrieved that the 
throne did not come to 
them to bear with the fate 
and join in moving Nando 
forward. Our Igwe needs 
o u r  s u p p o r t s  n o t  
distractions,” Ucheora 
added.
HRH Igwe Francis Ibi 
Mmadu Emesim Aghaeze, 
while assuring Nando of  
peace  and  har mony,  
stressed that his reign shall 
c h a m p i o n  g o o d  
relationship between the 
community and the three 
tiers and alms of  the 
government
“Power belongs to God. 
When my four elders 
passed the throne to me, I 
was instructed by god not 
to allow it pass by. It is an 
act of  God. I will never 
disappoint him and my 
people for the opportunity 
granted unto me to serve as 
Igwe. My reign shall bring 
peace, love, unity and 
development in Nando. I 
will make sure that Nando 
is giving adequate support 
to our governor, Chief  
W i l l i e  O b i a n o  a n d  
whoever succeeds him. We 
will also support the Local 
Government and Federal 
Government to bring 
development to us. ” he 
concluded.

room, but overstayed. 
She said, "I saw her 

m o v i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
compound, when I asked 
her, she said Uncle Mbaise 
sent her on errand.”After a 
long time, I did not see her. 
Later when I saw her, I 
asked her where she has 
been, she said she was 
inside Uncle Mbaise's 
room. 

"Then I asked her what 
she was doing there and if  
she saw any of  her mates 
there? I was actually not 
suspecting anything when I 
made those inquiries.  "So, 
I left her. Later she told her 
fellow little children how 
Uncle Mbaise took her into 
his room, pulled off  his 
trousers and lay on top of  
her. 

N e w s  E c h o  
reports that the 
attitude of  the 
m a n  w h o s e  
daughter was 
allegedly raped, 
weakened the 
angry residents 
w h o  
abandoned the 
accused they 
were beating, 
without taking 
him to police to 
make formal 
complaint.

Meanwhile, 
the accused after several 
efforts meant to make him 
speak, refused to make a 
single statement in denial 
or in acceptance of  the 
allegation leveled against 
him. 

When contacted to know 

i f  the  man ac tua l ly  
reported the alleged rape of  
his 10 years old daughter to 
the police, Abia State 
P P RO,  S P  G e o f f r e y  
Ogbonna said that such 
matter never came to his 
desk.

e s i d e n t s  o f  RG r a c e l a n d  
Avenue, Osisioma 

Ngwa Local Government 
Area, Abia State, on 
Sunday beat and paraded a 
60 years old man for 
allegedly raping a 10 years 
old girl.

News Echo gathered that 
the suspect, who is also a 
resident of  the area, tricked 
the minor into coming to 
his room, where he quietly 
slept with her and asked 
her to remain quiet on the 
matter.

The man whose real 
name was not known, but 
popularly known in the 
area as “Mbaise” (His 
Home Towns), is said to be 
a security guard in a 

secondary school in the 
area, but does not live with 
his family in Aba.

News  Echo  however  
gathered from a source 
within the area, that 
molesting of  minors is not 
a new thing in the area, as 
most men there have gotten 
away with such acts in the 
past.

Eyewitnesses told News 
Echo that the victim, a 10 
years old girl  whose 
mother is late, lives with 
her father and two younger 
brothers that are often left 
in her care every weekend 
they are not in school.

M a d a m  D o r i s ,  a  
neighbor to both the victim 
and the accused said the 
victim told her initially that 
she was inside the accuser's 

Nando: Anambra community where 
the oldest takes the throne of rulership
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Awka

Monday, March 22, 2021

Community members beat man to stupor, 
for allegedly raping 10 years old girl in Aba
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba

The man who allegedly raped the minor.
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he signals emanating from Tsome states in the South 
East clearly indicate that 

the 2023 governorship elections in 
the zone will be fiercely contested. 
In Abia State for instance, the 
Ngwa community in Abia Central 
and Abia South is insisting that 
power rotation must start from 
that area of  the state while those in 
Abia North are of  the opinion that 
power which started from that 
enclave in 1999, having gone 
round, must come to that part of  
the state. In Enugu, the struggle is 
both intra and inter (intra in PDP 
b e t w e e n  t h e  E b e a n o  a n d 
Gburugburu, and inter between 
PDP and APC). Of  course, the 
Imo case will still be a straight 
fight between the APC and PDP 
even as APGA will still put up a 
spirited fight. This the story of  
how the fight for the grab of  
political power – the governorship 
struggle – will certainly look like. 

Enugu: zoning may knock out 
Ekweremadu
Arguably, Enugu State is the 
socio-political heart beat of  Igbo 
l a n d  h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e 
administrative headquarters of  
the defunct Eastern Region. 
Enugu is to Ndigbo what Ibadan 
and Kaduna are to Yorubas and 
Hausa/Fulanis, respectively.
Despite the fact that the 2023 

general election is still afar, 
emerging events in the Coal City 
State indicate that politicians 
particularly political office seekers 
h ave  b e g u n  s u b t e r r a n e a n 
meetings, strategizing and re-
strategizing ahead of  the polls 
with a view to controlling the 
political structures of  the state. 
Prominent persons speculated to 
be eyeing the governorship seat on 
the PDP flanks include: Senator 
Ike Ekweremadu, Professor Barth 
Nnaji, Chiyiaka Ohaa, Rt. Hon. 
Edward Ubosi, Chief  Frank 
Nweke, Hon. Chijioke Edoga. 
Professor Barth Nnaji, a one-time 
Minister of  Power, Chief  Ohaa, a 
m e m b e r  o f  e x - g o v e r n o r 
Nnamani's kitchen cabinet; Hon. 
Ubosi is the current Speaker of  
Enugu State House of  Assembly 
while Chief  Nweke is former 
Minister of  Information.  Hon. 
Edoga, a former member of  
House of  Representatives and 
c u r r e n t  E n u g u  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Environment is 
a lawyer and prolific writer.    
From the APC stable are Chief  
Ben Eche and George Tagbo 
Ogara while Professor Jehu 
Onyekwere Nnaji who is yet to 
make his political party public has 
gone ahead to assemble his media 
team to realize his gubernatorial 
dream. Apparently to kick-start 
the governorship struggle, the 

founder of  Ebeano political 
dynasty and a two- time governor 
of  Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani recently set the ball 
rolling when he visited Governor 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi at Government 
House, Enugu to pay homage to 
the incumbent.   
According to a Public Analyst, 
O z o  U d e n e g b a r a j i n o b i , 
“Nnamani's visit also turned out 
to be, surprisingly, a transfer of  the 
mantle of  leadership of  the 
Ebeano political machine from 
Senator  ( for mer  gover nor ) 
Chimaroke Nnamani to the 
present lead occupant of  the Lion 
Building”. Udenegbarajinobi 
noted, “The unleashing of  the 
Ebeano event, especially in the 
high volume it came, couldn't have 
been a surprise to consistent 
w a t c h e r s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
o rgan iza t ion .  The  Ebeano 
Political Machinery hardly needs 
introduction in Nigeria’s political 
discourses. Its history is though 
relatively young. Yet, it is certainly 
one of  the earliest that emerged in 
reaction or preparation for 
the1999 transition. It was in the 
gloomy, damp cold days in 1996, 
during the political transition 
gyrations and detours of  the 
military. A time only those 
imbued with turns of  faith ever 
believed that the Army actually 
wanted to hand over power to the 
civi l ians.  Ugwuanyi  whose 
structure called "Gburugburu" 
was strengthened by Ebeano. 
Ugwuanyi was mandated by the 

Ebeano group to produce his 
successor in 2023 which he gladly 
accepted. Ugwuanyi despite the 
recent outrage on the state 
assembly's plot to legitimize life 
pension for ex-governors and their 
deputies, has been able to silence 
the opposition without firing a 
shot. Ugwuanyi's bi-partisan 
politics brought together all 
interest groups into one fold, 
i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  p o l i t i c a l 
affiliations.
Be that as it may, one figure that 
kept reverberating in the minds of  
the Enugu electorate is the former 
deputy president of  the senate,  
Ekweremadu, who recently told 
his faithful that he would bow out 
at the upper chamber in the next 
p o l i t i c a l  d i s p e n s a t i o n . 
Ekweremadu's absence at the 
Ebeano  so l ida r i t y  v i s i t  t o 
Ugwuanyi late last year further 
heightened speculation that the 
Mpu born lawyer cum politician is 
likely going to try his hand in the 
governorship race in 2023.   
Little wonder, Ekweremadu's visit 
to Ugwuanyi after that of  Ebeano 
i s  s e e n  b y  m a n y  a s  a n 
afterthought. His critics argued 
that he (Ekweremadu) is yet to 
disown a slogan which reads: “Ike 
is Coming”.  Ekweremadu is said 
to be an apostle of  meritocracy, as 
it could be recalled that the drums 
of  war between him and former 
state governor, Sullivan Chime, 
came to the fore when the issue of  
zoning was mentioned by the ex-

governor at a stakeholders ' 
meeting held at Nike Lake Hotel 
prior to 2019 governorship poll.
The "Ikeoha" as  Ekweremadu is 
fondly called by his admirers, had 
at the point faulted Chime for 
u n i l a t e r a l l y  z o n i n g  t h e 
governorship position to Enugu 
North senatorial zone which 
e v e n t u a l l y  p r o d u c e d  t h e 
incumbent from the PDP saddle.
What later transpired between 
Ekweremadu and Chime is now 
history but suffice it to say that it 
was the first crack in the hitherto 
harmonious relationship between 
both leaders. Chime was seriously 
“bruised” in the crisis that 
followed as his attempt to retire 
Ekweremadu  d id  no t  on ly 
backfire but was rather brushed 
aside which prompted him to 
decamp to APC.
The 'Ike is coming' slogan is 
gaining ground as barring any last 
change in plans, Ekweremadu is 
going to be a governorship 
candidate for the 2023 Enugu 
governorship election.
A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t 
Ekweremadu  ex tended  h i s 
dragnet to other senatorial zones, 
some politicians from both Nkanu 
and Nsukka axis are teaming up to 
turn the table against Ugwuanyi 
who is  expected to f ie ld  a 
candidate from Enugu East zone.  
Ugwuanyi, a peaceful governor 
has  ma in ta ined  a  f r i end ly 
relationship with Ekweremadu 
just as other stakeholders. But this 

Ibe
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Towards 2023:
Igbo states on fire
By Ori Martins(Owerri), Chuma Austin (Enugu), Dan Maduagwu(Umuahia)
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is power tussle and bookmakers 
expect Ugwuanyi to stand by the 
zoning formula which may not go 
down well with Ekweremadu and 
his supporters who are positive 
about their chances of  winning 
the governorship election.
“If  this happens, it may draw the 
line between the duo ahead of  the 
2023 polls. At that point expect a 
major switch of  loyalty in the PDP 
structure. Expect surprises too as 
many shocking realignment is 
expected. Expect Ekweremadu to 
join APC if…” Mazi Nnam 
Mbah, a analyst said in an 
interview.
For former Aide to Governor 
Ugwuanyi, Dr John Nwobodo, 
“To settle the cold war going on in 
Enugu State as to which of  the 
senatorial zones should produce 
the next governor for the state, in 
2023, rotation of  governorship 
seat should be maintained”. 
Nwobodo who was also chairman 
o f  I n t e r  P a r t y  A d v i s o r y 
Committee (IPAC) Enugu State 
chapter, said that the zoning 
system should be maintained to 
ensure equity, peace and balance.
Since 1999 that Nigeria returned 
t o  c i v i l  d e m o c r a c y,  t h e 
governorship position has been 
r o t a t i n g  a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e 
senatorial zones of  Enugu East, 
Enugu West and Enugu North. 
Nwobodo told News Echo in 
Enugu on  that it is expedient that 
the rotation formula should not be 
altered, adding "Since 1999, 
Enugu State has maintained the 
zoning system and it has been 
working very well.  It has ensured 
stability, peace and progress. He 
said, “Since the rotation began 
with the Enugu East Senatorial 
zone in 1999, it is expected that 
when the incumbent governor 
who is from Enugu North finishes 
in 2023, it should be the turn of  
Enugu East that star ted it . 
Naturally, one expects that it 
s h o u l d  g o  t o  E nu g u  E a s t 
Senatorial Zone in 2023”
Commenting on the permutation 
of  some political analysts that 
since the governorship began with 
Enugu East, Enugu North which 
is currently occupying the position 
should continue in 2023 before it 
gets to Enugu West and finally to 
Enugu East, Nwobodo said the 
analysis is illogical. On those 
arguing that Greater Awgu was 
marginalized and should be 
allowed to produce the next 
governor, the former IPAC boss 
said that it does follow reason, 
pointing out that Greater Awgu, 

made up of  Awgu, Aninri and Oji 
River, is part of  Enugu West and 
should wait their turn when 
Enugu East is done.
"Rotation has been on the basis of  
senatorial zones.  Greater Awgu 
does not stand on its own but is 
part of  Enugu West.  So, they 
should wait, when it is the turn of  
Enugu West again, they should 
argue it," he said. Indeed, to the 
larger segment of  the people of  
Enugu West Senatorial District, 
rotation should be jettisoned since 
the zoning does not produce the 
best candidates for leadership.
Chief  Ben Alukwu a known 
supporter of  Ekweremadu posited 
that if  the rotational arrangement 
would be allowed to stand, then 
political stakeholders in the stake 
must  reconvene for  formal 
discussion on the rotation, 
suggesting that anything short of  
it, the seat should be thrown open 
for contest.
While the Enugu West senatorial 
zone is kicking against zonal 
arrangement, the people of  
Enugu-East Senatorial zone and 
indeed, Isi-Uzo are saying for 
equity, justice and fairness, they 
should be allowed to taste the 
juicy seat at Government House 
in 2023. Within the Enugu-East, 
the core Nkanus are of  opinion 
that though Isi-Uzo is part of  
Enugu-East, Nkanu should be 
allowed to produce Governor 
Ugwuanyi's successor, pointing 
out that Isi-Uzo has cultural 
a f f in i ty  with  Enugu Nor th 
senatorial zone whose term is 
expected to expire in 2023.
 Interestingly, the people of  
Enugu-North Senatorial zone are 
throwing up another theory 
insisting that if  the rotational 
arrangement must continue, then 
they should be allowed to start the 
second round of  the system, 
having waited patiently to take the 
last slot.
Pe r h a p s,  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e 
permutation that a House of  
Representatives member, Rt. 
Hon. Pat. Asadu who had earlier 
made an underground move to 
contest senatorial seat appears to 
have  changed  h i s  mind  to 
gubernatorial race.  Political 
checks also show that APC the 
major opposition party in the state 
does not work on zoning system 
but it is not leaving anything to 
chance as the recent registration 
exercise carried out by the party 
seems to have brought all the 
warring factions together. Little 

wonder, George Ogara, a former 
APC gubernatorial aspirant in 
2019 election told his party 
faithful during the preregistration 
exercise at the party's secretariat, 
Ibagwa-Aka in Igboeze South 
Local Government Area of  the 
state that APC would turn the 
table  against  PDP in 2023 
gubernatorial poll. Ogara who at 
the last minute lost at the court to 
Senator Ayogu Eze the eventual 
flag-bearer of  APC, noted, “APC 
has realized that it is better to be 
one and that is why we are here. 
We have unified the party and 
collapsed all forms of  factions. 
This will enable us to be united so 
as to capture the Lion Building 
come 2023”
According to Ogara, APC has all 
it takes to overrun the PDP, 
alleging poor performance as one 
of  the reasons the electorate will 
stop the uninterrupted PDP 
administration in the state which 
had held sway since 1999. "The 
administration of  PDP in the state 
is very poor. The infrastructure the 
current government met on 
ground has been destroyed 
already without any repair. No 
new roads. No monumental 
project. If  you ask me what 
m o n u m e n t a l  p r o j e c t  t h i s 
administration will be noted for, 
the answer is none”, he added.
Be that as it may, the thinking of  
many people in the state is that 
Ekweremadu is the candidate to 
beat in 2023 and that is largely 
why his rumour to move to APC is 
heightening political tension in 
the state.   Will Ekweremadu 
move his political train to APC or 
All Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) or remain in PDP to 
advance his political career? This 
question will be answered as 
events unfold. 

Imo: APC, PDP in battle to the 
finished
In the beginning, it was a straight 
political fight between PDP and 
APP/ANPP in 1999, 2003. Later 
in 2007, PPA founded by former 
Abia State governor, Orji Uzor 
Kalu, though without any roots, 
produced the Imo governor but 
not without the support of  PDP. 
However, APGA shocked all 
when it produced the governor 
with Owelle Rochas Okorocha as 
the candidate in 2011. Owelle, 
after a while, jumped to APC and 
won a re-election in 2015. As 
Okorocha was getting ready to 
leave the Imo State Government 

House, he nursed the ambition of  
handing over to his son-in-law 
Chief  Uche Nwosu. That singular 
act divided the APC into three 
factions to wit: Okorocha's group, 
the Coalition faction, comprising 
the leader TOE Ekechi, then 
deputy governor Eze Madumere, 
Jude Ejiogu, etc, and the Hope 
Uzodimma's camp. With this, the 
A P C  n e v e r  e n t e r e d  t h e 
governorship election with one 
accord. The result  was the 
emergence of  the PDP candidate, 
Rt. Hon. Emeka Ihedioha as the 
w i n n e r  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n . 
Meanwhile, the supreme court, in 
a most dramatic and magical 
manner, declared Uzodimma, 
winner of  that election. Therefore, 
2023 will still be a straight battle 
between Uzodimma's APC and 
Ihedioha's PDP. “Uzodimma will 
like to prove that his victory at the 
supreme court was not a fluke, 
while Ihedioha and his PDP still 
smarting like a wounded lion from 
what they called “miscarriage of  
justice” are poised to re-knack 
their 2019 heroic feat. Here, the 
Owerri and Okigwe zones who 
have been complaining of  the 
hi jacking of  the Imo State 
Government House by Orlu zone, 
may decide to work together. 
Since 1999, Orlu has will be 20 
years in office while Owerri zone 
is none and Okigwe four years”.  
If  the current fight between 
Uzodimma,  Okorocha  and 
Araraume continues as it is likely 
assuming none yields ground to 
each other, APC should kiss 2023 
goodbye in Imo State.

Abia: Ngwa force may derail 
zoning arrangement    
Certainly, Abia 2023 will witness 
fierce horse tradings, alignment 
and realignment. The zoning 
arrangement commenced in 1999 
which saw Abia North producing 
Chief  Orji Uzor Kalu as governor 
on the platform of  PDP, was 
equally graciously respected by 
Kalu himself  who also insisted 
that power could not go to the 
south without touching down at 
the central. To that effect, he aided 
the emergence of  Chief  Theodore 
Orji in 2007, that time, not in PDP 
but PPA. Before not too long, the 
two Orjis fell apart and Theodore 
left PPA for PDP and easily won a 
re-election in 2011. According to 
Barrister Udo Chima Njoku, “ In 
2015, Orji was lauded when he 
still toed the path of  zoning and 
assiduously worked for the 
election of  the present governor, 

Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu. It is expected 
that he too will obey the zoning 
arrangement that has kept Abia in 
peace”. 
Indeed, there is already a trouble 
of  zoning in Abia. The Ngwa clan 
that has nine out of  the 17 local 
governments in the state is of  the 
opinion that power must still be 
retained in the area. “The zoning 
arrangement in the state is a good 
one”, said Engineer Jude Ubani, a 
political commentator. He added, 
“The zoning first produced Orji 
Kalu from Abia North. The 
second was Theodore Orji from 
Abia Central, and then the current 
governor, Ikpeazu from the South. 
Remember in 2007, Kalu told us 
that power could not jump from 
north to south without stopover at 
central. Now, do you honestly 
think that, as it is now, that power 
can fly from south to north 
without it starting all over again 
from the north, move to central 
and then north? What I am saying 
is that power must stay in the 
north for the next eight years. We 
are still obeying zoning”. 
There are Ngwa wards who are 
even saying that enough of  
zoning. Those who belong to this 
school of  thought are saying that 
“since the three zones have had 
opportunities in the rotation 
arrangement, there is no basis 
again for any zoning again. All the 
zones in the state have men and 
women of  capacity, courage and 
capacity. Let anyone who wants to 
contest the Abia election indicate 
interest and the people will 
decide”, Chika Abana, a public 
opinion moulder said. 
Really, it said that there are well 
known Ngwa sons and daughters 
who are interested in the 2023 
governorship tussle and so their 
associations are now supporting 
the idea of  no zoning. Politicians 
like Enyinnaya Abaribe, Reagan 
Ufomba, Nkechi Nwogu, etc are 
all eyeing the Abia Government 
House, Umuahia. 
Those in the north like minister of  
state, Dr. Uche Ogan., Gregory 
University Uturu, Prof  Gregory 
Ibe., and the deputy governor Rt. 
Hon. Ude Oko Chukwu are all 
eyes on the governor's seat. Ibe 
revealed why he should run for the 
governorship election in 2023.  He 
said; “I have full intention to be 
governor of  Abia State. I started 
having that intention to be 
governor in 2011 and in 2014, I 
had that intention also, but the 
then governor Theodore Orji, a 
man who believed in zoning for 
peace, stability and development  
asked me to wait, that it was zoned 
to Abia South, the Ngwa enclave. 
Now I believe after waiting for this 
long, I should be in the race.”
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bele Udoh is an award Ewinning entrepreneur, 
Founder & Managing 

Director- African Designers Mall 
(ADM). She founded African 
Designers Mall in 2016 where 
w o m e n  m a d e - i n - A f r i c a 
merchandise are accessible 
across the globe.

Ebele is an Economist from 
the  Univers i ty  o f  Niger ia 
Nsukka. She holds an IT sales 
expert certification in CISO/ 
IBM /HP. She is a people-centric 
leader who believes in motivating 
her colleagues to have confidence 
in their value as individuals, 
operate in a no comfort zone.

 Apart from being  the #1 
online mall for African designers 
and partnering with the biggest 
cognac house in the world- 
Martell for launch in Nigeria, she 
has also launched ADM brand in 
Ghana in partnership with 
Swarovski – A luxury and global 
brand.

Ebele's leadership abilities 
and focus have earned her 
recognition in Africa and recently 
became the first and youngest 
Ambassador for Africa's biggest 
trade show- Origin Africa. She 
e n j o y s  m e n t o r i n g  y o u n g 
entrepreneurs and strongly 
promotes the African fashion 
movement which has birthed 
ADM fashion pop-ups across the 
continent.

Ebele Founded Brand Box 
Africa in 2019, a Tech company 
that develops impactful digital 
solutions at the intersection of  
Art, Design and Technology. Her 
goal is to help businesses drive 
using digital solutions and also 
deliver amazing experiences that 
make people talk and build 
strategic value for brands, tech, 
entertainment, arts and culture in 
the most creative way.

BrandBox Africa is about to 
disrupt the way small businesses 
re ta i l  on l ine  in  Afr ica  by 
developing automated digital 
homes for businesses which in 
turn spikes their sales and 
customer base.

S h e  g i v e s  b a c k  t o  t h e 
community through her NGO 
called My Africa Project. Here, 
she works with action-driven 
youths to cause change through 
one project at a time in their 
direct environment.

Given her rich profile which 
seeks to inspire women find their 
feet in a very competitive world 
and her business tips which is 
capable of  making many women 
less dependent on men our 
reporter sought her out. In this 
chat she shares her experience on 
how to get it right as she makes 
our Echo woman for the week.

What was your motivation 
when you started your business?

I always knew that I would 
work for myself  even while I 
worked for a tech company in my 
early career. The birth of  my first 
company, African Designers 
Mall (ADM) was motivated 
based on the struggles my friends 
and I faced when we tried to shop 
for made in Nigeria brands and 
other African brands from 
African countries but found it so 
difficult to do so.

What motivated my second 
company Brand Box Africa was 
from a personal experience and 
frustrations I encountered with 
developers while building my e-
commerce company ADM. It 
was  tears,  torment ,  fa i led 
expectations and not meeting set 
timelines. I wanted this company 
to deliver easy and fast solutions 
for customers who needed to 
reach out to new customers and 
grow their business on a global 
s t a g e  w i t h  l o w  c o s t  o f  
production. So there you go, I 
made a decision to change that 
experience into a solution in 
order to make sure that other 
entrepreneurs wouldn't have to 
go through what I did.

What were your ups and 
downs when you started the 
business?

Oh! When I started ADM, 
Nigeria wasn't quite ready for e-
commerce and African designers 
were reluctant about selling 
online. Brick and mortar was the 
order of  the day. I also struggled 
with finishing and details of  their 
products. In 2017, I shut down 
my business for over 8 months to 
re-structure it into what it is now. 
This doesn't mean that we are not 
faced with challenges but we have 
found ways to handle them better 
w h i l e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  a n d 
improving our processes and 
structure.

W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  s a y 
guarantees business success?

I would say effective strategy 
and of  course backed up with 
funds and a great team. 

Can you share with us the 
most common mistakes made by 
people when it comes to starting a 
profitable business?

8 out of  10 businesses fail 
within the first 18 months. That's 
a shocking number, isn't it? And 
after being in business for years 
now, I can see why that statistic is 
true; there is a lot more to 
entrepreneurship than creating 
your own work hours, being your 
own boss, and following your 
dream. I learned the hardest, 
mostly costly decisions within my 
first year, so I can share some of  
the most common mistakes small 
business owners make

1. A good team is key to 
business success. You cannot do 
it all by yourself, you will burn 

out.
2. Startups forget to identify 

their target market even before 
designing their  product or 
service.

3. Start ups strive to do 
eve r y t h i n g  a n d  a p p e a l  t o 
everyone. But you cannot serve 
everyone. You have to niche 
down.

4. Undervaluing yourself: 
While providing a quality service, 
benefiting others, and working 
for the greater good might be at 
the heart of  your business, your 
business can't  run without 
money. You can't take your 
business  ful l - t ime without 
making a solid income. You can't 
pay your business expenses 
wi thout  money.  You can ' t 
support your family or your 
employees without money. 
Passion is great, but money is 
what keeps a business running. 
So in order to beat that one-year 
statistic, you have to make 
decisions with this in mind.

5. You must have a solid 
business plan

6. Small business owners fail 
to create a workflow

What are the essential tools a 
small business owner should 
know?

Here are some tools I use to 
run my business

1 .  Drop box:  Customer 
experience is important. Rather 
than sending bulk emails with 
attachments that tend to get lost, 

we organize a drop box folder to 
share files and even within my 
team members.

2. Canva : For graphic designs 
we have been using Canva more 
and more to create easy-to-edit 
templates.

3 .  T r e l l o :  T h i s  i s  a 
management tool we use to 
organize projects and to-do lists 
at specific timelines. This allows 
us to assign tasks, create due dates 
and more

4. Google Drive: With the 
Google drive, we can access 
documents and files on-the-go

5. Mail chimp: We use this for 
email marketing purposes and 
building a community

What should business owners 
do at the embryonic stage to 
remain afloat?

For many people who want to 
start their own business, the 
hardest part is knowing exactly 
where to start. Especially when 
there is so much to do and so 
much contradictory advice.

This often leads new business 
owners to waste vast amounts of  
time, energy and resources on the 
wrong activities. As a result, they 
often lose motivation and give up 
before their business gets started; 
at the early stages of  a business I 
believe you should focus on these;

1. Commitment: There is the 
day you decide you want to start a 
business, and then there is the day 
you decide to commit to and run 
your business like a business.

2. Clarity: You need to know 

exactly why you are starting your 
business, why it's important to 
you and what you want it to do 
for you. It also helps to know who 
you are going to help and what 
impact you want to have

3. Self  belief: When you start 
anything new, you don't know if  
you are going to succeed or not, 
so you need a certain amount of  
faith in your ability to step out 
there and figure things out. Many 
people will tell you that you are 
mad or it can't be done, so you 
need to have enough self-belief  to 
put their helpful advice to one 
side, feel the fear and do it 
anyway!

4. Passion: Starting your own 
business is not an easy option. 
There will be days, sometimes 
weeks, when things don't go 
according to plan, when people 
you trust let you down, and when 
you find yourself  coming up 
against brick wall after brick wall. 
You will only get through these 
times and come out the other side 
stronger if  you have a deep 
passion for what you do.

5. A big goal: You need to set 
yourself  a clear goal so that you 
develop a plan to follow that will 
consistently take you in the right 
direction and avoid distraction. 
This goal needs to be big enough 
to stretch you (think way beyond 
what you know you can already 
do and achieve), but not so big 
that you dismiss it as impossible.

What marketing ideas can 
help boost the sales of a small 
business owner?

These simple marketing tips 
can be implemented immediately 
by small businesses

1. Digital Marketing: Engage 
w i t h  yo u r  c u s t o m e r s  a n d 
potential customers on social 
media, use video to create 
content, use Instagram and 
Facebook stories, tag vendors and 
create community with them.

2.  Have a website:  Add 
reviews to your website; make 
sure you have great product 
photos

3. Email marketing: This 
method of  marketing is very 
e s s e n t i a l .  C o l l e c t  e m a i l s 
addresses of  your customers to 
build your audience

4. Local marketing: Host in-
store events where your potential 
c u s t o m e r s  g o  t o ,  a t t e n d 
networking events; sponsor a 
local event etc

5. Public Relations: Find 
media opportunities to make 
your brand known and you can 
also submit articles to online 
media companies for publication.

What advice do you have for 
small business owners out there?

Don't be afraid to take risks 
and always trust the process.

8 out of 10 businesses fail within their
first 18 months of operation – Udoh   
By Glory Ugochukwu 

Udoh
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Chief Emeka Diwe, National President of the Association of South East Town Unions (ASETU) (standing) responding to the 
honours awarded him by Forum of Imo Columnists at the weekend. Sitted right is chairman of the group, Hon. Chinedu 
Opara, while Mr. Ifeanyi Onyekachi, Secretary and Hon. Samson Ogbos, President, Imo State Towns Union, listen with rapt 
attention.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

No fewer than two per-
sons were reportedly 

killed in different locations 
in Okija community, in the 
Ihiala Local Government 
Area of  Anambra State.

It was learnt that the vic-
tims were beheaded and 
taken away by their killers.

One of  the incidents re-
portedly took place in a 
compound owned by a for-
mer traditional ruler of  the 
area.

The president-general of  
the community, Mr. Chuk-
wudum Ndedigwe, who 
confirmed the incident 
to newsmen on Saturday, 

Anambra cult war claims two lives
said the compound where 
the incident happened be-
longed to their late mon-
arch, Igwe Ubakanonu. 

DSP Ikenga Tochukwu, 
the State Police PRO, who 
confirmed the incident on 
Saturday, said it was a cult 
war between two rival cult 
groups in the area. 

He said, “It is an incident 
that involved two rival cult 
groups in Okija. Arrests 
have been made and police 
operatives are on track to 
apprehend the rest that are 
at large.” 

He said the State Com-
missioner of  Police, Mr. 
Monday Kuryas, has called 
for calm and also asked par-
ents to pay closer attention 
to their wards’ activities.

Dozens wounded as illegal demolitionDozens wounded as illegal demolition
sparks violencesparks violence
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

I
t was a sad weekend 
for residents and shop 
owners at Promise 

land Estate Nkwelle Ezu-
naka as the demolition 
exercise embarked upon 
by the landlord associa-
tion on Saturday turned 
violent as shop owners 
and residents resisted 
the demolition of  their 
shops.

An eyewitness, Mr. 
Emeka Uba told Echo 
News that the chairman 
of  promise land estate 
Mr. Chinonso Obi had 
earlier told the affect-
ed shop owners that the 

landlord association has 
taken over the space of  
land where their shops 
stands on and they will 
henceforth start mak-
ing payments of  N5000 
monthly to the landlord 
association. 

This order by the chair-
man was  rejected by 
the shop owners as they 
had spent years on those 
portion of  land and had 
never in anyway made 
payments to the associ-
ation before he became 
the chairman rather they 
pay to their individual 
landlords right before the 
promise land estate was 
formed. 

Uba said that the chair-

man wanted to reap 
where he did not plant by 
using military men and 
thugs to demolish their 
shops just because they 
refused to pay him rents 
on those portions of  land 
as he had ordered them 
to do. He lamented that 
Chinonso Obi is unleash-
ing his evil deeds on them 
just because he is the 
chairman.

A shop owner, Mr. Okey 
Semama expressed bitter-
ness over the evil actions 
of  the landlord associa-
tion chairman whom he 
said was out to destroy 
people’s source of  live-
lihood. Semama said he 
is a victim of  the demoli-

tion that was done illegal -
ly without authority from 
the Government.  

However, Mr. Emma-
nuel Chukwueze, the 
vice chairman of  the es-
tate who was beaten up 
with degree of  injuries 
is receiving treatment at 
an undisclosed hospital 
while Chinonso Obi, the 
chairman fled the scene 
as the demolition turned 
violent before policemen 
from 33 division came to 
restore order in the estate.

Efforts made by Echo 
News to speak with him 
were not successful as 
his office in the estate 
was under locks while 
his phones were switched 
off.

By Chigozie Uzosike

I
mo State born La-
gos-based industrial-
ist, Mr. Edozie On-

yeako, has frowned at 
the rating of  Imo State 
as unemployment cap-
ital of  Nigeria by the 
Nigeria Bureau for Sta-
tistics, NBS.

The NBS had rated 
Imo State with the  high-
est level of  unemploy-
ment in the country with 
56.64%.

In a statement in Ow-
erri, Mr. Onyeako said 
the rating by the NBS is 
worrisome and disturb-
ing and should serve as 
a wake-up call, not only 
to the state government 
but to all well-meaning 
Imolites.

He said the figures re-
leased by the NBS are 
frightening and if  left 
unchecked, could lead to 

rise in social vices in the 
state and further dislo-
cate its fragile economy.

Onyeako, who has set 
up several manufactur-
ing companies, blamed 
past administrations in 
the state for allowing the 
rate of  unemployment 
to rise, pointing out that 
they paid lip service to it.

He said, “If  you take 
a look at the figures re-
leased by the NBS, you 
will notice that the rate 
of  unemployment in 
Imo State did not just 
develop overnight. An 
unemployment rate of 
56.64% did not bulge out 
overnight.

 “This reveals that no 
measure was taken to 
control the rise in unem-
ployment in the state by 
past governments. There 
was no proactive meas-
ure or effort to control it 

at that time. And now, it 
has reached an alarming 
level, which now calls for 
serious concern not only 
on the part of  the state 
government, but a wake-
up call on all of  us”.

Onyeako called for the 
diversification of  the Imo 
economy from public 
service-driven to private 
sector-led, with emphasis 
placed on industrializing 
the state, which he noted  
would tackle unemploy-
ment.

He said, “The global 
economy is private sec-
tor-driven and the time 
has come for Imo State to 
key into this global trend. 
Measures have to be tak-
en to make the Imo econ-
omy private sector-led. 
An economy anchored 
on the private sector is 
bound to create jobs and 
it will surely reduce un-
employment.

NBS unemployment rating on Imo:
A wake-up call - Onyeako

Onyeako called on Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma 
to encourage industrial-
ists to come into the state 
and contribute to its eco-
nomic development and 
growth.  

“As an industrialist, I 
have always advocated 
that industrialization is 
the key to turn around the 
economy of  Imo State.  

“I had said earlier that 
if  20 % of  hotels in Imo 
State were to be indus-
tries, unemployment will 
certainly reduce in Imo 
State.

“This is the time for the 
state government to cre-
ate the needed conducive 
environment for investors 
such as industrialists to 
come and industrialize 
the state. This will cer-
tainly lead to job creation 
and halt the rise in un-
employment,” Onyeako 
stated.

Kalu, Abia govt clash over FG’s
role in Aba road projects
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he Senate Chief  
Whip, Senator Orji 
Uzor Kalu has told 

Abians that the federal gov-
ernment is behind some 
important road projects 
currently being executed by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
of  Abia State.

The ex-Abia Governor 
stated this over the weekend 
at Aba while leading his po-
litical party, the APC in a 
campaign for the March 27 
bye-election for Aba North/
Aba South federal constitu-
ency. Kalu’s youngest broth-
er and former Chief  of  Staff  
in Abia, Mascot Uzor Kalu 
is the candidate of  the APC 
in the election.

Kalu specifically told the 
crowd of  APC supporters 
and other of  his admirers 
gathered at the campaign 
ground, that the Ngwa 
road project being executed 
by Governor Ikpeazu was 
funded by the World Bank, 
adding that the federal gov-
ernment of  APC deserved 
kudos for making the road 
project a reality.

But reacting to Senator 
Kalu’s statements, the State 

government through the 
Chief  Press Secretary to the 
Governor, Barr Onyebu-
chi Ememanka faulted the 
ex-governor for the claims, 
insisting that the Ngwa road 
and other road projects in 
Aba were one hundred per-
cent the projects of  the pres-
ent state government.

He explained that the pro-
jects were initiated, attract-
ed and executed 100%  by 
the Abia State government, 
arguing that even if  the 
Ngwa road  road project 
was funded by the World 
Bank as claimed by Kalu, 
the credit should still go to 
Governor Ikpeazu, not the 
federal government.

Ememanka equally noted 
that several federal roads 
like the Aba-Ikot Ekpene 
road among others were be-
ing rehabilitated the State 
government, wondering 
why credit for such lauda-
ble achievements should be 
channeled to the Buhari-led 
APC government. The CPS 
further allegedly that Sena-
tor Kalu had some time ago, 
allegedly lied to the public 
that Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu was on his way to the 
APC, even when the Gover-
nor had no such plans.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
 Awka

The Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-

mission (INEC), has said 
that it will only recognize 
and work with eighteen po-
litical parties in the Anam-
bra State governorship elec-
tion slated for November 6.

A statement signed by its 
National Commissioner 
and Chairman Voter Edu-
cation, and Publicity Com-
mittee, Mr. Festus Okoye, 
urged the seventy four de-
registered political parties 
to await the judgment of  
the Supreme Court relating 
to the powers of  the com-

Anambra Governorship Election:
Only 18 political parties can run - INEC

mission to deregister polit-
ical parties before engaging 
in any political activity.

According to the state-
ment, the Commission is 
always ready to obey Court 
orders and will abide by 
any judgment delivered by 
the Supreme Court adding 
that the statement became 
necessary owing to vari-
ous letters submitted to the 
Commission recently by 
some of  the deregistered 
political parties signifying 
their intention to conduct 
primaries with a view to 
submitting names and par-
ticulars of  candidates for 
the Anambra State guber-
natorial election.
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I
t was a success sto-
ry for the state as 
her contingents at 

the Technology and In-
novation EXPO 2021 
made the state proud by 
winning the second best 
state in the country in 
the area of  Innovation 
and Technology Devel-
opment. 
Delivering his speech at 

the event, the Vice Presi-
dent, Prof  Yemi Osiban-
jo who commended the 
contingents from Imo, 
stated that the theme 
of  the EXPO “Science, 
Technology and Inno-
vation for Economic 
Recovery and Sustaina-
bility Amidst Covid-19  
Challenges” is apt con-
sidering the urgency re-
quired to stimulate the 
post economy era.

He noted that the 
EXPO will help in ex-
posing some of  the hid-
den talents in the country 
that are capable of  trans-
forming the economy of  

EXPO 2021: FG rates Imo high in
technology and innovation

our nation.
In his speech, the Minis-

ter for Science and Tech-
nology, Dr. Ogbonnaya 
Onu expressed joy at the 
quality of  innovations 
presented at the Expo 
and promised to relate 
with other government 
agencies and private in-
vestors to seek collabora-
tion in commercializing 
most of  the products ex-
hibited. Onu said that his 
ministry is doing its best 
to facilitate the develop-
ment and deployment 
of  science and technolo-
gy to hasten the pace of  
socio-economic develop-
ment of  the country.

Speaking to pressmen 
after coming 2nd in the 
event, the out-going 
Commissioner for Sci-
ence and Technology, 
Hon. Ikechukwu Umeh 
expressed appreciation 
to Governor Uzodimma 
for supporting the min-
istry in all her efforts to 
make the state the tech-

nological and Innova-
tion hub of  the nation. 
He noted that the EXPO 
has further exposed the 
innovators from the state 
to modern technologies 

and promised that the 
state will start exporting 
indigenous products and 
talents soon.

On how the ministry 
will domesticate some of  

the things learnt, Umeh 
stated that they will oper-
ate as a service ministry 
of  the State Government 
to interact with all rele-
vant Agencies and Or-

ganizations, synergizing 
and promoting the ap-
plication of  Science and 
Technology and Innova-
tion results in all sectors 
of  the state economy.

T
he Imo State Com-
missioner for Sci-
ence and Technol-

ogy, Hon. Sunday Umeh 
has extolled Governor 
Uzodimma for exposing 
the ministry to modern 
technology and innova-
tions at the concluded 
Expo 2021 in Abuja. 

The Commissioner who 
expressed satisfaction 
that the ministry was 
given the opportunity to 
showcase most of  their 
technological and scien-
tific innovations at the 
Expo, assured that Imo 
will soon be the techno-
logical hub of  the South 
East because of  the un-
flinching support of  the 
governor.

Umeh noted that the 
EXPO has given the min-
istry the opportunity to 
advance and improve on 
her innovations as well as 
interact with stakeholders 
in the industry for the val -
ue chain to be complete.

He assured that the min-
istry will reciprocate the 
Governor’s gesture by 
ensuring that Imo people 
are trained on different 
skills ranging from pro-
duction in Cosmetology, 
Flour, Fishery and Fabri-
cations.

...Hails Uzodimma
for showcasing Imo 

The commissioner 
stated that the ministry 
already has a roadmap 
committee made up of  
professionals from dif-
ferent fields and assured 
that the committee will 
soon come up with the 
Ministry’s road map 
which will be a gateway 
for greater things.

Umeh said that the Min -
istry already has a finish-
ing school at Imo College 
Of  Advanced Profes-
sional Studies (ICAPS) 
where four departments 
of  Imo Power Tech, Imo 
Cosmetology , Imo Flour 
and  Imo Fishery are all 
effective  and ready to 
train Imo people.

The ministry went to 
the exhibition with items 
ranging from locally 
made  motorcycle that 
can go up to 80km, man-
ual and automated  san-
itizing machines, locally 
made inverters, battery 
chargers, shampoo, sani-
tizers, carrot liquid soaps, 
perfumes, car wash, scent 
leaf  custard, cocoyam 
flour, plantain flour, 
plantain potash, plantain 
black soap, cassava chips, 
cassava flour, grilled fish,  
organic fish feed among 
others.

L-R: Supervisor, Niger Delta Province, Rt. Rev. Blessing Eyinda; Bishop of Owerri Diocese, Rt. Rev. Chukwuma Opara; Arch-
bishop of Owerri Ecclesiastical Province, Most Rev. David Onuoha; Governor Hope Uzodimma of Imo State; Archbishop of 
Enugu Ecclesiastical Province, Most Rev. Emmanuel Chukwuma; Archbishop of the Niger, Most Rev. Alexander Ibezim and 
Archbishop of Aba Ecclesiastical Province, Most Rev. Isaac Nwaobia when the clergymen paid a courtesy call on Governor 
Uzodimma at the Government House Owerri ahead of a Joint meeting of South East and South South bishops in Owerri.

By Chinyere Nwaneri

Chief  Emeka Diwe, Na-
tional President, Asso-

ciation of  South East Town 
Union (ASETU) has stated 
that repatriation of  just 20% 
of  Igbo wealth outside the 
region will leave no attraction 
for any Igbo man to live out-
side the enclave.

He made the remark in his 
office at an award ceremony 
at the weekend during which 
a media group, Imo Column-
ists and Editors Forum hon-

Repatriation of 20% wealth ‘ll
keep Igbo from travelling - Diwe

oured him.
Diwe was celebrated for his 

outstanding character, trans-
parency and integrity with 
which he has piloted the af-
fairs of  town unions at differ-
ent levels.   

The former Imo Town Un-
ion boss indicated Igbo pa-
rade the greatest number of 
individual wealthy Nigerians 
yet the reality is yet to re-
flect in the region, even as he 
commended Nnewi as pace 
setters in the think home phi-
losophy.

In his address, the president 
stated lamented the economic 
backwardness of  Igbo land 
which he said was a thing of 
serious concern to his group. 
He also regretted that in spite 
of  the efforts they have made 
to get the South East gover-
nors enact laws to protect the 
region, “it is unfortunate that 
till this day, the laws have not 
been enacted’’

In his words, “the potentials 
of  our land are underutilized 
and social miseries have be-
come unbearable. Recently, 

Imo was designated as the 
unemployment capital of  Ni-
geria. And in most indices of 
progress, Igbo land has not 
lived up to expectation.

“Consequently, we have 
launched ‘Aku ruo ulo in-
vestment initiative’, (Think 
home), which will catalyze 
and rev up the pace of  de-
velopment in Igbo land. The 
economic action plan aims at 
making our wealthy brothers 
and sisters who reside out-
side Igbo land to repatriate 
their wealth and investments 
home”, he stressed.

Earlier in his speech the 
chairman of  the of  the Imo 
Columnists and Editors Fo-
rum, Hon Chinedu Opara 
stressed that the reason for 
celebrating people like Diwe 
who has distinguished him-
self  in service, standing tall to 
speak truth to power is to con-
tinually provide inspiration to 
others.

Speaking in the same vein, 
the Secretary of  the group If-
eanyi Onyekachi mentioned 
that Diwe was picked after 
watching him through a care-
fully researched work which 
threw him up as a credible 
leader to be counted upon.

The President Imo Town 
Union, Hon Samson Ogbos 
expressed gratitude that hon-
our is given to whom it is due 
and adding that the ASETU 
boss has remained a great in-
spiration to him, promising to 
walk in his footsteps.

By Glory Ugochukwu

Gregory University Uturu, 
Abia State has inaugu-

rated a Centre for Immigra-
tion Law Studies (CILS) in 
the university, the first of  its 
kind in Nigeria. 

Speaking during the inau-
guration, the Vice Chancellor 
of  Gregory University Uturu, 
Prof. Augustine A. Uwak-
we said that, “The centre 
for immigration law studies 
(CILS) is an internationally 
recognized university based 
intuition combining academ-
ic excellence (research, teach-
ing & training) and effective 
capacity building to advance 
dissemination in the field of 
immigration law and provide 
vigor in Immigration policy 

Gregory University gets center of 
Immigration Law Studies 

formulation, review and im-
plementation in Nigeria and 
the West African sub-region.”

He also said, “The Universi-
ty hatched this vision for the 
attainment of  a better society 
where human lives and prop-
erties must be safe, adding 
that the pursuit of  happiness 
is a noble objective and attain-
able. It is necessary and desir-
able that the discipline of  laws 
as a profession and a course 
of  study must synergize with 
and interrogate other disci-
plines and endeavors.”

Deputy Registrar, Media 
and Public Relations of  Greg-
ory University Uturu, Sleek 
Ogbonnaya Ogwo said that,  
“The centre will organise 
professional workshops for 
officers of  the Nigerian Im-

migration Service, while serv-
ing as a research centre that 
deploys conferences and sem-
inars to explore and dissect 
key legal and policy issues on 
migration management. It is 
also envisaged that the centre 
will provide advisory services 
on immigration law and ser-
vices.” Former Director-Gen-
eral of  Nigerian Institute of 
Advanced Legal Studies and  
member of  Commonwealth 
Arbitral Tribunal, Prof  Epiph-
any Azinge, who spoke on the 
topic, ‘Future of  Immigration 
Law and Policy in Nigeria’, 
hinted that the center will not 
only develop the university, 
but will ensure that graduates 
of  the school stand the test of 
time in the competitive mar-
ket.
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n y o n e  w h o  i s  n o t 

Afollowing the political 
brouhaha in Abia State 

concerning the March 27th by-
election in Aba North/Aba South 
Federal Constituency is definitely 
missing the most relief  moment 
post lockdown.

Political gladiators and their 
a t t a c k e r s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y 
manufacturing new grammars, 
new gimmicks, new sympathy 
seeking lines and lyrics meant to 
woo the voters to their side.

News Echo reports that since 
the announcement of  the death of  
Hon. Ossy Prestige, the former 
m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  A b a 
N o r t h / A b a  S o u t h  Fe d e r a l 
Constituency, the streets of  Aba 
have not been the same.

By posters pasted on the streets, 
four candidates; Okey Prestige of  
Action Alliance (AA), Mascot 
Uzor-Kalu of  All Progressive 
Congress (APC), Destiny Akaraka 
of  All Progressive Grand Alliance 
(APGA) and Chimaobi Ebisike of  
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
will lock horns in a four horse race.

However, from the level of  
claims, counter claims, attacks, 
counter attacks coming from 
campaign ground and filling the 
media spaces, it is obvious that the 
real battle is between Mascot 
Uzor-Kalu of  APC and Chimaobi 
Ebisike of  PDP.

While the APC candidate, 
Uzor-Kalu took part in the 2019 
election where he came third 
behind the late Prestige and the 
PDP candidate,  Hon.  Uzor 
Azubuike, Ebisike on his own is 
coming fresh in the battle.

W h o  a r e  t h e  t w o  t o p 
candidates?

Chimaobi Ebisike
Ebis ike  obv ious ly  i s  the 

candidate of  Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu, 
Abia State governor. He was once 
a Deputy Local Government 
Transition Chairman of  Aba 
North LGA and a Commissioner 
for Special Duties under Ikpeazu's 
administration. 

He is an indigene of  Aba North 
and the sentiments following his 
candidature is that it is high time a 
true Aba son represented the 
Constituency owing to the fact that 
the two previous representatives; 
Uzor Azubuike and Ossy Prestige 
were from Isiala-Ngwa North 
L G A  a n d  O h a f i a  L G A 
respectively.

The Aba-Ngwa political class 
in the PDP is saying that with 
Ebisike, they obviously have one 
of  their own to represent them and 
are pushing that everyone from 
Aba -Ngwa  no  mat t e r  your 
political affiliation should support 
Ebisike.

G o v e r n o r  I k p e a z u  h a s 
campaigned for him, urging Aba 
residents and Aba-Ngwa political 
class to give him a man like Ebisike 
to help make his work easier, 
stressing that he enjoyed good 
working relationship with the late 
Ossy Prestige who was a member 
of  APGA prior to his death.

He is well supported by all PDP 
stalwarts like Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu and the Speaker, Abia 
State House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Chinedum Orji.

Uzor-Kalu
On other hand, Mascot Uzor-

Kalu is not new to Abia and Aba 
politics. He is the younger brother 
of  Abia State former governor and 
current Senate Chief  Whip, 
Senator Orji Uzor-Kalu. 

He was once the Chief  of  Staff  
to former Governor Theodore 
Orji. The position he is currently 
contesting is not new to him, as his 

immediate elder brother, Hon. 
Nnanna Uzor-Kalu was in that 
position for eight years. 

He is well supported by his 
most senior brother, Senator Orji 
Uzor-Kalu, former Minister of  
Labour, Nwadiala Emeka Nwogu 
and other top APC stalwarts.

The battle however took a new 
dimension at the weekend when 
former Governor Orji Uzor-Kalu 
and former Minister of  Labour, 
Nwadiala Emeka Nwogu took to 
the streets to campaign for their 
candidate, Mascot Uzor-Kalu.

The campaign led by Nwogu 
did not  go down well  with 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu's camp 
that saw Nwogu's support for 
Uzor-Kalu as betrayal to the Aba-
Ngwa political goal. 

Egregious sacrilege by Emeka 
N w o g u  a g a i n s t  N g w a -
Ememanka:

The Chief  Press Secretary to 
Governor Ikpeazu, Sir Onyebuchi 
Ememanka took the matter 
personal and questioned why 
Nwogu, an Aba son should 
abandon Ebisike his own Aba-
Ngwa brother to support Uzor-
Kalu, an Igbere man from Bende 
LGA whom he alleged his family 
messed Aba up.

Ememanka who is also an 
Ngwa man from Osisioma-Ngwa 
LGA, said he is disappointed with 
t h e  f o r m e r  M i n i s t e r  f o r 
campaigning for Uzor-Kalu 
notwithstanding the fact that both 
Uzor -Ka lu  and  the  fo r mer 
Minister are both members of  
APC.

"Dede, to be honest, I was 
deeply pained. In fact, I was 
disappointed. First, let me state 
clearly that as a lawyer, I am aware 
of  the fact that you are fully 
entitled to your own political 
c h o i c e s .  S o  y o u  h ave  n o t 

committed any offence at all.
"But Dede, you have committed 

an egregious sacrilege against our 
people and I will tell you why... 
here and now. Orji Uzor-Kalu was 
Governor of  Abia from 1999 to 
2007. Within that period, Ngwa 
Road and Ohanku Road which 
lead to your compound decayed 
completely. No attempt was made 
to fix it.

"Later, for another 8 years, 
Nnanna Uzor-Kalu, his younger 
brother was force on the people of  
Aba as Member of  the House of  
Representatives. Dede, can you 
show me one single thing that he 
brought back from Abuja to the 
people of  Aba?

"Dede, I am very much aware 
that for several years, you have not 
been able to enter your compound 
at Ohanku Road on account of  bad 
road. Yes, that iconic compound 
that produced the greatest pair of  
educationists in Ngwa-land, your 
late Dad and his brother, the great 
Pa Mo.

"Nwadiala, even as a Federal 
Commissioner representing Abia 
State at the Revenue Mobilization 
A l l o c a t i o n  a n d  F i s c a l 
Commission, and as Federal 
M i n i s t e r  f o r  L a b o u r  a n d 
Productivi ty,  Ohanku Road 
remained in r uins.  Nobody 
bothered to go there including the 
people you want to support to go to 
the Federal House now. 

"It took an Ikpeazu to muster 
both the political will and the 
financial muscle required to enter 
both Ngwa Road and Ohanku to 
commence work there.

"As a result of  the seriousness 
of  the decay of  Ngwa Road, 
Ohanku and Obohia roads which 
all lead to your family compound, 
Ikpeazu understood that it will be 
difficult for the state government 

to solely fund the project. He 
sought for collaboration with the 
World Bank and they listened to 
him.

"Dede, as Governor, Ikpeazu 
personally led the talks with the 
World Bank team at their office in 
Abuja to finalize the terms of  this 
project. When I became his Chief  
Press Secretary, I joined the team 
to the meetings with the World 
Bank and I saw firsthand, the 
naked passion with which Ikpeazu 
employed in his talks with the guys 
at the World Bank.

" W h e n  h e  s p o k e  a t  t h e 
meetings, he did so with great love 
for fatherland. He took his time to 
marshal his points and made it 
clear that unless the Ndiegoro area 
of  Aba comprising of  Ngwa Road, 
Uratta, Ohanku, Obohia and Port 
Harcourt Roads were fixed, Aba 
would remain in the doldrums of  
underdevelopment. The World 
Bank agreed with him.

"Today, we have in our kitty, 
27.4 Billion Naira for that project. 
Abia State Government, under 
I k p e a z u  p a i d  a  m a s s i v e 
counterpart fund to activate this 
money. Work has started on Ngwa 
Road, Ohanku and Obohia. The 
flood control component of  this 
project is the largest in scope in the 
history of  our state."

Ememanka said Ikpeazu told 
him he has the fondest memories 
of  Nwogu's village and how as 
little boys, he and Nwogu had all 
the time and space to play football 
and enjoy themselves, adding that 
the decay of  that area and the 
suffering it has brought upon the 
people there breaks his heart. 

"That area is coming back to 
life. Yes. Your area, Dede, is 
gradually coming back to life. 
Hope is returning. For the first 
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time in more than 22 years, you 
now have hopes of  visiting your 
compound. 

"At your last birthday, I told 
you that God willing, your next 
birthday will be celebrated inside 
your compound. This is the hope 
and expectation that Ikpeazu has 
brought. So, Dede, what exactly is 
your reason for supporting Mascot 
Uzor Kalu in this bye-election?

"What message are you passing 
to the people of  Aba la Ohazu 
(Aba-Ngwa people)? That they 
should abandon the party that has 
brought hope to them? Dede, can 
you in all sincerity address a 
gathering of  Aba la Ohazu people 
today and ask them to leave the 
candidate of  the PDP and vote for 
Mascot Uzor Kalu? What reasons 
will you give them?

"Why would the Uzor Kalu 
family use Aba as their political 
Guinea Pig? In what way has 
Mascot Uzor-Kalu contributed to 
Aba's growth? His brother Nnanna 
spent 8 solid years at the Green 
Chambers, what legacy did he 
leave for the people of  Aba?

"Dede, do you recall that 
sometime in the past, you wanted 
to go to the National Assembly. I 
can't remember whether it was the 
House of  Representatives or 
Senate. You wanted to go and 
represent your own people. It was 
these same guys that stopped you. 
Yes, the people you now want to go 
to the House of  Representatives 
stopped you. 

"Nwadiala, you are today, the 
most successful politician from 
Aba la Ohazu. No other son of  
Aba la Ohazu has been privileged 
to hold the positions you have held 
in this country. Are you happy that 
since 1999, no son or daughter of  
Aba la Ohazu has ever gone to the 
House of  Representatives to speak 
for his fatherland? Is it that there 
are no qualified people here?

"What are you saying to your 
own people with this your latest 
move? What message are you 
sending to your younger brothers 

and sisters in Aba la Ohazu? That 
they have no right to aspire, even in 
their  own fatherland? As a 
stakeholder in the APC, is this the 
best you can offer the people of  
Aba? Your own people? Are there 
no other people in APC in Aba?

Ememanka is a clannish CPS; 
he is biased, too primitive for 
modern day politics-Ikoro

Sir Solomon Ikoro, an APC 
stalwart in Osisioma Ngwa LGA 
l a m b a s t e d  S i r  O n y e b u c h i 
Ememanka for taking on Nwogu 
who only campaigned for a 
candidate of  his choice.

"When I read Ememanka's 
message to Emeka Nwogu, I felt 
ashamed of  Ememanka both as a 
lawyer and a person. Let me 
remind all Abia people what 
happened in 2019. 

"I'm from Osisioma-Ngwa and 
we all know that it was Onyebuchi 
Ememanka who won the PDP 
ticket to represent Osisioma-
Obingwa-Ugwunagbor Federal 
Constituency in the House of  
Representatives. 

"His victory was cancelled and 
given to Solomon Adaelu by 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu and 
other big PDP Chieftain who 
wanted to please the Adaelu 
family. Everybody knows the 
history. 

"Ikpeazu only compensated 
him with Chief  Press Secretary 
position after seeing how hurt he 
was and needed to keep him 
somewhere to be warming up for 
2023. It's a pity he has forgotten 
how the same PDP he's supporting 
today ridiculed him after he 
publicly celebrated his victory. 

"Let him leave clannish politics. 
Aba is a cosmopolitan city. 
Anybody can contest and win 
here. After all, the late Ossy 
Prestige was from Abiriba in 
O h a f i a  L G A  a n d  h e  d i d 
wonderfully well.

"Why are they complaining 
that Mascot Uzor-Kalu wants to 
go to House of  Representatives? 
Who's the Senator representing 

Abia Central Senatorial Zone? Is it 
not Senator Theodore Orji?

"Who's the Speaker of  Abia 
State House of  Assembly? Is it not 
Hon. Chinedum Orji? Who's Hon. 
Chinedum Orji? Is he not Senator 
Theodore Orji's first son? So, why 
is PDP very hypocritical? 

Ememanka attacked Nwogu 
because of  2023 Senatorial battle 
in Abia South District-Nwadike

Mr. Maxwell Nwadike, an APC 
loyalist and another Ngwa man 
said that it is anti-democracy to ask 
a person not to support a candidate 
of  his choice for clannish reasons.

"Why should the image of  Hon. 
Emeka Wogu be seen as threat 
Gov. Okezie's senatorial ambition 
in 2023? For the records; the attack 
on Hon. Emeka Wogu is in 
anticipation that he would run for 
senate in 2023 considering the fact 
since 1999, the people of  Aba 
political block have not had a shot 
at the senate."

He went  to  descr ibe  the 
endorsement of  Chimaobi Ebisike 
by Governor Okezie Ikpeazu and 
other PDP leaders as a "Greek 
Gift" to Aba people.

N wa d i k e  s a i d  i t  i s  ve r y 
unfortunate that Emeka Nwogu 
will be verbally attacked by 
Ikpeazu's CPS for only expressing 
his right as a Nigerian citizen.

"It is highly hypocritical of  Gov. 
Okezie Ikpeazu led PDP to attack 
former Minister of  Labour Hon. 
Emeka Wogu through his CPS.

" Re g r e t t a b l y,  P D P  t h a t 
preaches "Party Supremacy and 
sees party decision as final" is the 
one attacking Former Minister of  
Labour and Productivity, Chief  
Emeka Wogu for rightfully and 
constitutionally supporting and 
campaigning for his party. 

"This is height of  deceit again 
from the same team whose actions 
are usually connected to politics 
and election. Do they expect Hon. 
Emeka Wogu, an APC Chieftain 
to abandon his party candidate to 
support PDP Chimaobi Ebisike 
because both are from Aba-Ngwa?

Nwadike said it is highly 
hypocritical that Ikpeazu who 
worked with Orji Uzor-Kalu's 
camp to stop his kinsman, Senator 
E n y i n n a y a  A b a r i b e  f r o m 
becoming Governor in 2023, 
because of  party supremacy, will 
watch his CPS attack Nwogu for 
loyalty to his party, the APC.

"If  history failed to remind 
PDP and their cohorts of  the role 
they played in aborting Sen. 
Enyinnaya Abaribe 'Otu-Onu' 
Governorship ambition in 2003; I 
will be glad to remind them.

"While Dede Reagan Ufomba 
c o n v o k e d  t h e  " A l l  N g w a 
Declaration" in support of  Sen. 
Orji Uzor Kalu re-election bid; 
G ov.  O k e z i e  wa s  t h e  t h e n 
Coordinator of  Abia South for 
Orji Uzor-Kalu,  against the 
gubernatorial ambition of  Sen. 
Abaribe his own brother. 

"He was rewarded with TC 
Chairman of  Obingwa Local Area 
through Dr. Achor Nwakanma his 
in-law who was the then Deputy 
Governor of  Abia State under Orji 
Uzor-Kalu. 

"The truth is that, Gov. Okezie's 
government lacks the moral 
justification to attack Chief  
Emeka Wogu through his CPS.

"Chimaobi Ebisike candidacy 
is a typical Greek gift known to 
Abians since 1999 to deceive and 
to give the good people of  Aba an 
artificial two years sense of  
belonging. 

"Hon. Chinedum Orji, the 
Speaker of  Abia State House of  
Assembly affirmed this during the 
PDP flag-off  campaign at Eche 
road Aba, right before Ngwa 
leaders of  thought including the 
Governor, where he clearly stated 
that Chimaobi Ebisike will only go 
to complete the outstanding two 
years of  Late Ossy Prestige while 
Alex Mascot Ikwecheghi, from 
Bende will go next come 2023.

"The truth is that the PDP 

political pilots are using the 

candidacy of  Mr. Chimaobi 

Ebisike to set their selfish political 

agenda at the "detriment of  the 

good people of  Aba North and 

South". 

"They neither like Chimaobi 

Obisike nor Aba people. It is all for 

2023 and their political interest. If  

they are truthful, why didn't they 

give the senatorial ticket to Prof. 

I k e c h i  M g b e o r j i  i n  2 0 1 9 

considering the fact that both Sen. 

Abaribe and Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu 

are from Obingwa LGA? 

"Why did Gov. Okezie led 

government refuse to give the 

federal house ticket to Aba 

indigene but decided to give it two 

times to Barr. Uzor Azubuike from 

Isiala-Ngwa?

"How c om e  the  va c uum 

created by Late Ossy Prestige 

death after a combined 16 years of  

both Sen. TA. Orji and Gov. 

O k e z i e  I k p e a z u  l e d  P D P 

government without finding an 

Aba indigene worthy of  that seat - 

they now suddenly realize that 

Aba indigene should have a shot at 

the Green chamber. 

" I n d e e d ,  t h e  a c t  o f  

brainwashing and manipulating 

the sensibility of  Abia electorates 

for political gains should be 

incorporated into our educational 

curriculum as a subject. By now, 

w e  s h o u l d  a c q u i r e  b a s i c 

knowledge on how to identify and 

reject them."

News Echo reports that other 

media battles have been going on 

including the one between Abia 

Commissioner for Information, 

Chief  John Okiyi-Kalu and the 

leader of  Reality Organization, 

Maduka Okoro, a loyalist of  

Senator Orji Uzor-Kalu.

Meanwhile, a debate has been 

fixed for all the candidates on 

March 23, 2021 by 10 am. The 

debate will be aired live on four 

radio stations; two in Umuahia, 

two in Aba. The die is cast as we 

await the battle royale.

Monday, March 22, 2021

battle for Prestige's seat 
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Fire for Fire

“
In line with certain unwritten 
conventions of  the nation’s his-
tory, many people think that, 

for fairness and equity, the North 
East and South East geo-politi-
cal zones that have had the short-
est stints at the Presidency, should 
be given special consideration, in 
choosing the presidential flagbear-
er of  the party, for the 2023 elec-
tions.“While we admit that this is a 
strong argument, we should not lose 
sight of  the fact that Nigeria is en-
dowed with many capable and very 
experienced leaders in every part of 
the country. Moreover, the exigen-
cies of  the moment demand that 
nothing should be compromised in 
choosing the leader, with the attrib-
utes to disentangle the country from 
the present quagmire. Therefore, 

Igbo 2023 presidential ticket:
PDP says No, Ohanaeze says Yes!

we think that every Nigerian, from 
every part of  the country, should be 
given the opportunity to choose the 
best candidate, through a credible 
primary election; as a way of  institu -
tionalizing a merit based leadership 
recruitment process, for the country. 
“I have no doubt in my mind that 
your report will form the bedrock of 
our party’s plan ahead of  2023 gen-
eral elections. The National Work-
ing Committee (NWC) is going to 
study and analyze your report me-
ticulously and come up with a po-
sition that will be beneficial to the 
party. “The PDP is putting no stone 
unturned to ensure it regains feder-
al power and this report is going to 
be the take off  point and keystone 
to our subsequent actions ahead of 
2023.”

W
e reject in its entirety the 
no-zoning committee report 
headed by Bala Mohammed. 

The report is anti-people aimed at re-
turning Prince Uche Secondus as Na-
tional Chairman of  the PDP and Alhaji 
Atiku Abubakar as his Presidential can-
didate come 2023. Ohanaeze views the 
report by the Bala Mohammed led com-
mittee as most despicable, un-reflective 
and unconscionable. It is very worri-
some that some highly placed Nigerians 
who have benefited so much from the 
unity of  the country would be inclined 
to decisions and actions that will fur-
ther inflame the passions of  the patient 
but aggrieved part of  the country. “The 
Mohammed self-serving report has con-
firmed the Peoples Democratic party, 
PDP, as a party that has no respect and 
value for party loyalty and support, but 
a party whose purpose is to serve per-
sonal interest and purpose. “The South 
East has been a major supporter of  the 
PDP since its formation from 1998 till 
date. A prominent son of  South East 
Dr. Alex Ekwueme laid the foundation 
with his G34 group upon which the par-
ty was formed in 1998. “Ndigbo has suf-
fered, sacrificed and invested so much 
towards the progress and success of  the 

party right from its inception till date and 
deserves to be given the party’s presidential 
ticket come 2023 for her hard towards the 
progress and success of  the party. “It is on 
record that Atiku Abubakar was part and 
parcel of  the meeting that agreed on ro-
tation of  the party’s presidential ticket be-
tween the north and the south. “Why the 
change? In 2011 PDP presidential primary 
election, Atiku Abubakar openly told the 
entire world that he was in the meeting that 
agreed on zoning the presidential ticket 
of  the party between the north and south. 
“We expect the former Vice President Al-
haji Atiku Abubakar to do the right thing 
and the needful by supporting the south 
east to produce the next PDP presiden-
tial candidate come 2023. Ndigbo all over 
the country supported in the 2019 general 
elections and he right he returns the favour. 
“The PDP since it was formed enshrined 
in its constitution rotational presidency 
between the north and south. Never has it 
been said that a committee was formed to 
review such sensitive issue. It is dictatorial 
for anyone to think he can change the zon-
ing of  the party’s presidential ticket agreed 
upon by the party’s founding fathers. “It is 
the time of  South East geopolitical zone to 
get the party’s presidential ticket and noth-
ing can change that.

The Peoples Democratic Party has said that it is yet to decide on the zone to �y its �ag in the 2023 presidential election. The Governor Bala 
Mohammed-led Peoples Democratic Party Committee on the Review of the 2019 General Elections, had recommended that the party should 
throw open the contest for its 2023 Presidential ticket. National Chairman of PDP, Prince Uche Secondus said that the Bala Mohammed Com-
mittee’s report will form the bedrock of the party’s plan ahead of 2023 general elections. However, both the Ohanaeze Ndigbo and Ohanaeze 
Youth Council, OYC, has rejected the Bala Mohammed-led committee report of the Peoples Democratic Party, which recommended that the 
2023 presidential ticket of the party should be thrown open to all sections of the country. Ohanaeze said that the Mohammed-led committee 
report was capable of impugning the unity of the country and asked for the withdrawal of the report that it described as unconscionable. The 
Igbo parent body noted that it was committed to Nigeria producing a President of Igbo extraction in 2023, adding that it will willingly identify 
with any group that is ready for the bargain.

No zoning of 2023 presidential
ticket - PDP

Bala Mohammed

George Obiozor

Your report is anti-people, dictatorial,
disloyal – Ohanaeze, OYC
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eymar's former 
a g e n t  h a s 
hinted that the 

Paris Saint-Germain 
forward will play with 

Lionel Messi at Barcelona 
again.

There are rumours about 
Messi moving over to PSG 
having refused to sign a new 
c o n t r a c t  w i t h  R o n a l d 
Koeman's side but Andre 
Cury believes Neymar will 
return to Barcelona instead.

Cury, Neymar's former 
agen t ,  i s  back ing  Joan 
Laporta to arrange a reunion 
for the pair at Camp Nou.

Cury thinks there is a far 
g r e a t e r  c h a n c e  o f  t h e 
Brazilian star returning to the 

Catalan outfit than Messi 
leaving for PSG.

“Neymar has an 
o p e n  d o o r  a t 

Barcelona, their 
fans  know he 
made a mistake 
and  even  he 
recognised it 

s o m e t i m e 
later,” Cury 

t o l d 
Argenti

n e 
publ

ica

tion El Litoral.
“Two years ago, Neymar 

formally asked me to return to 
Barcelona,” adding that re-
elected president Laporta 
stand the chance of  luring the 
Brazilian back to Camp Nou.

“ M e s s i  w o n ' t  l e av e 

h e l s e a  b o s s , 

CThomas Tuchel, 
has  war ned  h i s 

players that the next games 
must be won.

While he has not yet 
tasted defeat in 13 games 
since arriving at Stamford 
Bridge in January.

Tuchel said: “I spoke 
many years ago here in 
London to the leader of  the 
cycling team of  Sky, Sir 
Dave Brailsford, who won 
the Tour de France a few 
times.

“And he was very, very 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  n o t 
wanting to enter a state of  
mind where you fear the 
loss of  a record more than 
the hunger and adventure 
of  winning the next race.

“I don't want to enter 
this, either, so the refocus is 

always part of  the process.
“If  we look too much at 

what we have achieved, 
that 'we protect this, what 
we have'… this is already in 
the past.

“If  its 13, 14, 15 or 
whatever we can make it, it 
doesn't matter.

“It matters because it's 
natural that it sometimes 
affects you and maybe you 

step back and want to 
protect it, and you maybe 
e n t e r  t h e  n e x t  g a m e 
thinking, 'Let's not ruin 
this'.

“But I always want us to 

be brave and to refocus, to 
go for the next win and not 
to avoid the loss that kills 
our record.

“The record is already 
history.

“The next 
game  wi th 
S h e f f i e l d 
United is one 
g a m e  a n d 
th i s  i s  the 
m o s t 
important.

“What do 
we have to do 
in the first 
minute and 
t h e  f i f t h 
minute and 
t h e  9 0 t h 
minute?

“ W h a t 
are we good 
at, what do 

we demand of  ourselves?
“Not in general that we 

demand that we win.
“No, we demand that in 

the first minute we start like 
this and play like this and 
we  have  th i s  k ind  o f  
intensity and this kind of  
attitude and this kind of  
team spirit and from there 
on we go.

“And then I demand 
from myself  and the team 
a n d  e v e r y b o d y  t h e 
maximum and then we will 
see, because if  we have all 
this then it is possible to 
have big records.

“But I hope we don't 
enter situations where we 
are more afraid of  losing 
the record than of  winning 
the next game.”

J
uventus boss, Andrea 
Pirlo has opened up on 
Cristiano Ronaldo's 

future in Turin.
The Bianconeri manager 

said that the former Real 
Madrid star will remain with 
the Italian giants and honour 
the final year of  his current 
contract.

Pirlo remains optimistic 
Ronaldo will be at Juventus 
n e x t  s e a s o n  d e s p i t e 
speculation linking the 5 
times ballon d'Or winner 
with a return to Real Madrid

“We aren ' t  th inking 
about it, he has one year left 
in his contract and we are 
happy he can continue 
playing for us,” Pirlo told 
reporters when asked about 

the Portuguese future.
“We are 

focuse
d on 

this 
s e
as

on and we want to conclude 
it best way possible.

“He's having a great 
season and last year he had a 
truly great campaign.”

Barcelona – he decided that 
his history is in Barcelona and 
I'm very clear on that,” he 
said.

“Neymar will play with 
M e s s i  a g a i n ,  b u t  i n 
Barcelona.”

Messi will play with Neymar again – Agent

Pirlo opens up on
Ronaldo's future
at Juventus

Forget records, just win games, Tuchel
tells Chelsea players RonaldoRonaldoRonaldo

Messi, NeymarMessi, NeymarMessi, Neymar

Tuchel,  AzpilicuetaTuchel,  AzpilicuetaTuchel,  Azpilicueta
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a n c h e s t e r MU n i t e d  a r e 
weighing up a 

move for Wolverhampton 

arcelona are eyeing 

Bup a surprise transfer 
deal for Paris Saint-

Germain midfielder Marco 
Verratti.

According to Spanish 
media, the Catalan giants 
hope to try offering around 
€40-50million for Verratti, 
with Philippe Coutinho also 
heading to PSG as part of  the 
deal.

T h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n 
intriguing exchange, with 
Coutinho proving a major 
flop at the Nou Camp, but 
perhaps looking like a player 
who could fit in well at PSG.

The Brazil international 
clearly hasn't lost all his 
talent over night, so might 
benefit from playing at a 
slightly less competitive level 
in Ligue 1.

P S G  a r e  h u g e l y 
dominant in the French top 

flight, so Coutinho might be 
more able to play his game 
and express himself  in a way 
that brings his confidence 
back.

Verratti, meanwhile, 
looks ideal ly  sui ted to 
Barca's style of  play, and 
could give them a much-
n e e d e d  l o n g - t e r m 
replacement for the likes of  
Xavi, Andres Iniesta and 
Ivan Rakitic, who have all 
left in recent years.

The Italy international 
has been a huge success at 
the Parc des Princes but 
might well now feel like a 
new challenge.

It would definitely be 
i n t r i g u i n g  t o  s e e  t h i s 
exchange go through as it 
could benefit both sides 
pretty well, even if  it looks a 
better move for Barcelona on 
paper.

Wanderers attacker Pedro 
Neto, according to a 
report.

T h e  P o r t u g a l 

international is able to 
p lay  in  a  va r i e ty  o f  
positions, including on the 
right side of  attack, where 
U n i t e d  a r e  a c t i ve l y 
looking to strengthen.

The Red Devils have 
been keeping close tabs on 
Neto, who is valued in the 
region of  £50m by fellow 
Premier  League s ide 
Wolves.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s 
suggested that United will 
o n ly  m a k e  a  f o r m a l 
approach for the 21-year-
old if  they are unable to 
sign long-term targets 
Jadon Sancho or 

G
overnor Samuel 
O r t o m  h a s 
a p p r o v e d  t h e 

appointment of  Emmanuel 
Tama as the vice chairman 
of  Lobi stars Football Club 
of  Makurdi.

Tama takes over from 
M i k e  I d o k o  w h o  wa s 

enya has dropped Kseveral star players 
from its starting 

lineup for two crucial Africa 
Cup of  Nations matches this 
month including long-
ser v ing sk ipper  Vic tor 
Wanyama, coach Jacob 
Mulee said on Sunday. 

The shake-up comes as 
the Harambee Stars prepare 
to face Group G leaders 
Egypt in Nairobi on March 
25 before an away match 
four days later against Togo. 

The 28-member squad 
unveiled by Mulee for the 
f i n a l  g r o u p  q u a l i f i e r s 

omitted big names including 
the 29-year-old Wanyama, a 
former Tottenham star 
signed to Canadian club CF 
M o n t r e a l ,  a n d  S o u t h 
A f r i c a n  M a m e l o d i 
Sundowns defender Brian 
Mandel.  

“As a national team 

coach, there are some tough 
decisions I have to make for 
the betterment of  the team,” 
Mulee, nicknamed “Ghost”, 
told reporters on Sunday. 

“I have selected these 
players  based on their 
current form and activeness 
in their respective leagues, 

nothing else.” 
Other regulars who have 

been left out include Japan-
based winger Ayub Timbe 
and midfielders Johanna 
Omolo and Eric Johanna. 

Qatari -based str iker 
Michael Olunga makes a 
return to the Kenyan side, 

which after four matches is 
third in Group G on three 
points with only a slim 
chance of  advancing. 

Egypt lead the group on 
eight points, with just a goal 
s e p a r a t i n g  t h e m  f r o m 
second-placed Comoros.  

The top two teams at the 
end of  the group stage 
qualify for the African Cup 
o f  N a t i o n s  f i n a l s  i n 
Cameroon in January 2022. 

relieved of  his position 
last week.

Tama started his 
football career in 
Benue state with 
f a m o u s  B C C 
L i o n  F C  o f  
Gboko,  l a t e r 
moved abroad 
and continued 
h i s  f o o t b a l l 
across Europe 
a n d 
Americ
a.

He is a 
FIFA license agent with 
football coaching license.

T h e r e  w e r e  w i l d 
j u b i l a t i o n s  a m o n g 
supporters of  the Makurdi 
premier league club when 
news of  his appointment 
was announced. From now

He is easy going and 
disciplinarian who wants 
thing done right.

Jack Grealish.
Manchester City are 

also said to be interested in 
Neto, who has spent two 
seasons at Molineux after 
joining from Lazio in a 
£16m deal.

T h e  B r a g a 
academy product 
has five goals 
a n d  f i v e 
assists in 
2 9 
leag
u e 

appear
ances this 

campaign.

Man United to make £50m
move for Pedro Neto

Barcelona line
up surprise swap
transfer with PSG 

Lobi stars FC gets
new vice chairman

AFCON qualifier: Wanyama, Mandel
absent as Kenya faces Egypt, Togo

NetoNetoNeto

Kenyan national team players.Kenyan national team players.Kenyan national team players.
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countries globally and achieved the 
feat inwardly using their own 
religion, language (culture) and 
resources. Before Oyibo came 
there is nothing that they brought 
that we did not have even in 
abundance even though at very raw 
stages. Our technology was there 
(blacksmiths producing guns, 
cutlasses, etc). Just like theirs 
advanced we could have advanced 
ours. 

Our minds through mental 
enslavements have been dulled to 
remember that Africa is the richest 
continent in the world. I am sure 
we don't even remember that 
Africa is the cradle of  civilization 
and to many it will be shocking to 
realize that blacks were here on 
earth before the white man who 
came just  a  few years back 
relatively speaking. 

Do we also remember that 
Africa had great centers of  learning 
in Egypt, Timbuktu and great 
wealth abound with abundance of  
gold owned by Kings like Mansa 
Musa who records still put as the 
richest man in the world that ever 
lived. By the way where is the 
University of  Timbuktu, a great 
fountain of  Knowledge where 
people all over the world came to 
sip from?

The digression was to give a 
back grounding to the fact the sorry 
state we find ourselves is caused by 
the religion we embraced, take it or 
leave it. If  it was so wonderful why 
are we still suffering? Truth is they 
dislocated our original treasured 
pr i s t ine  cu l ture  which  had 
everything going for us through 
wrong indoctrination and wrong 
education which we imbibed till 
this day. 

You may not want to hear this 
but that remains the truth and the 
truth that sets men free is the one 
they would not like to hear. Truth 
itself  is bitter. Take it or leave it, we 
can never find our way out of  the 
woods except we return to our 
culture. I can hear some question 
abandoned primitive culture? 
Remember culture is not static, 
g o e s  t h r o u g h  p r o c e s s  o f  
refinement. The Oyibo culture was 

fear that any cash gift made out 
would be used to attack them 
spiritually. If  they could fear this 
much you wonder the potency of  
their new found faith which gets 
them to discriminate even when 
they have been enjoined to share 
love.

The churches have not spared 
our cherished artifacts and effigies 
which they dub idols. The Oyibo 
f rom whom they  l ear ned  to 
demonize these things would cart 
them away because they know their 
potency and aesthetic values. We 
cannot find any around because they 
have either been burnt by our people 
or hibernating in their museums 
overseas. 

Christianity has so confused us 
that many of  us are half  Christians 
and half  traditionalists enjoying 
divided loyalty. In one moment they 
are Christians and in another breath 
they are traditionalists. When they 

t was the legendary prolific Iwriter and literary icon of  
global acclaim, late Chinua 

A c h e b e  w h o  s u c c i n c t l y 
captured the essence of  this 
essay when he wrote a line in 
one of  the most popular African 
titles, 'Things Fall Apart'

According to him, “they 
have put a knife in the thing 
(bonds) that weld us together, 
things have fallen apart and the 
centre can no longer hold''. 
There is no better way to 
express the reality of  the 
moment as captured in that 
book. Nothing can be truer.

Church (Christian religion) 
is the culture of  the Europeans 
which they superimposed on 
our own through colonialism. It 
m i g h t  s o u n d  v e r y 
confrontational, unrealistic and 
meaningless especially to 
people who profess Christian 
religion to state that the reason 
we are where we are today in 
terms of  development is the 
negative impact of  church on 
the people who embraced its 
teaching.

Many are likely to dismiss 
this fact when they begin to reel 
out to you the numerous 
benefits of  Christian religion 
when they draw attention to 
e d u c a t i o n ,  h o u s i n g , 
technology, improved standard 
of  living among others which 
are all the fall out of  Christian 
re l ig ion.  Del ibera te ly  or 
ignorantly they fail to balance 
the issue by recognizing the 
damage it also wrought on the 
people the effect of  which lives 
with us till moment.

We are so blinded to the 
point that we forgot that if  our 
culture was not tampered with 
by the whites or destroyed we 
could have evolved and excelled 
beyond the so called European 
civilization. Japan, China, 
India and some of  the other 
Asian tigers who resisted their 
invasion are the ones rivaling 
them in the world as at today.

Japan and China are one of  
the leading technological 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

once in a primitive state
Culture is the foundation of  the 

structure of  our existence. You 
cannot do a foundation on a certain 
material and begin to fit in entirely 
different material on top and expect 
to have the result you desire. That is 
our case. Take a look and observe 
how confused that we are practicing 
conflicting indigenous and foreign 
culture, shifting focus as it pleases 
us.  Check  i t  ou t  Oy ibo  has 
abandoned the religion they brought 
to us. How many of  them still go to 
church?

The church itself  is split along 
d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s,  o r t h o d ox , 
Pentecostal, spiritual etc with 
doctrinal differences practiced by 
the adherents. That is how they have 
infiltrated our homes bringing 
disunity among a people that once 
were united in love. In a family of  
four men for example, you can find 
them in different denominations 
proclaiming Christ and Bible as their 
authority and same time engaged in 
different doctrines and practices. 

It is in the Christendom that we 
hear such labeling as believers, 
unbelievers, living church etc as if  
anyone has been pronounced dead. 
In the struggle or campaign for 
membership they haul missiles at 
each other poaching each others' 
members exhibiting un-Christ like 
behavior. Families have been torn 
apart and destroyed as a result of  
religious teachings. 

Everyone interprets the Bible to 
suit and serve his purpose while 
c laiming to do so under the 
inspiration of  God. Many have 
abandoned their homes because 
they are preached and prophesied to 
that there is an evil uncle who has 
taken their destiny and wishing 
them dead. Every failure in business 
even if  it is caused by our negligence 
or lack of  skill is suspected to be 
caused by a family member.

Reason many have become 
strangers in their own land is the 
threat of  a certain 'evil uncle'.  Few 
that has the courage to get home 
demonize their uncles back home 
and shun according them the 
expected traditional hospitality for 

t h
e i r 
praye r s 
c a n n o t work they 
resort to consulting the oracles.

The greatest culprits are our 
traditional rulers who still go to 
church to pray to the molten image 
of  Virgin Mary but would refuse to 
sacrifice to the Gods who they label 
as idols. They remain the highest 
hypocrites ever. 

In the past with our culture there 
was love. There was peace. There 
was trust. There was respect and no 
violation of  each other. There was 
security. We bonded with each other. 
Life was simple and fun. We were 
free with each other. Our word was 
our bond then. Today, the reverse is 
the case. 

The church has indeed widened 
the gap between us and torn to 
shreds the bond that held us 
together. We must return to the root 
if  we must progress. Which country 
is on top today surviving on the 
culture of  others?

Send your pictures 
with your bio., name,
email & social media
handles.

Office Address: 
Echo Zone, 138 Wetheral 
Road Owerri, Imo State.

@newsechonigeria

07033431174
 08137914644

www.newsecho.com.ng 

introduces... 

Beautiful girls can 
now submit their 
photos here

...be the first to debut

Church has widened the gap, destroyed
the bond that weld us together

Community members
beat man to stupor,
for allegedly raping
10-year-old girl in Aba

NBA to protest incessant
killings in Anambra
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