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Champions League fixture for 
TUESDAY MARCH 16& 17 

TUESDAY
Manchester city vs Bayern

Monchengladbach 
1&0ver2.5 goals

Real Madrid vs Atalanta x2&gg
WEDNESDAY

Bayern Munich vs Lazio 1&over 2.5 
goals

 Chelsea vs Atletico Madrid 1
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70, 59, 7, 49, 81, 19, 34, 51
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By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he wife of  Imo 
State Governor, 
Barr. Mrs Chioma 

Uzodimma has posited 
that men of  Imo State 
do not regard the wom-
en folk, but rather look 
down on them.

Barr. Uzodimma made 
this assertion in her ad-
dress during the Interna-
tional Women’s Day con-
ference, organized by her 
office, in partnership with 
the Ministry of  Women 
Affairs and vulnerable 
groups, as part of  activ-
ities marking this year’s 
International Women’s 
Day celebration, with 
the theme: “Women in 
Leadership: Achieving 
an Equal Future in a 
COVID 19 world” at Imo 
Concorde Hotel, Owerri 
on Thursday.

The governor’s wife en-
thused that women are 
the real pillars of  the 
home, without whom 
a house cannot func-
tion properly. She said 
women have been able 
to rise, even in the face 
of  numerous challenges 
that tended to pull them 
down.

She advised women 
to continue to brave all 
odds, aspire and ascend 
various leadership posi-
tions, as according to her, 
women all over the world 
are meant to be on top in 
all spheres of  human en-
deavors.

She, however, berated 

Imo men don’t regard
women - Uzodimma

the womenfolk for be-
ing their own greatest 
enemies, as they don’t 
support each other, pos-
iting that when women 
work together, they do 
exploits. “I charge us to 
choose to challenge. We 
must raise our hands to 
challenge all that tends to 
pull us down”. 

In her address at the 
event, the commissioner 
for women affairs and 
vulnerable group, Hon. 
Lady Nkechinyere Ugwu 
said the theme, “women 
in leadership, achieving 
equal future in a COVID 
19 world” was apt, as it 
has brought to the fore, 
the tremendous efforts 
women and girls make 
in shaping a more equal 
future and helping in ef-
forts to recover from the 
devastations of  the COV-

Umahi charges youths to channel 
energy to productivity 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

G
overnor David 
Umahi of  Ebonyi 
State has charged 

Ebonyi youths to take ad-
vantage of  the EndSARS 
summit to channel their 

energy to productivity to-
wards nation building. 

Umahi who stated this in 
Abakaliki during the clos-
ing ceremony of  the one-
week #EndSARS youth 
summit called on youths 
in the country to be dis-
ciplined and hardworking 
to overcome their chal-
lenges and excel in their 
endeavors.

He called on the youths 
to stop destroying their 
future on the social me-
dia and committing cyber 
crimes by circulating news 
that were not verified.

The governor w ho 
promised to seek the ser-
vices of  respected icons 
in the country to discover 
and harness the potentials 
of  Ebonyi youths noted 
that over 75 of  youths 
who participated in the 
one-week event would be 
groomed in film acting to 
make them future move 
stars.

“We would collaborate 
with veteran Nollywood 
actor Zack Orji who of-
fered tutorials during the 
summit, to groom future 
movie stars from Ebonyi. 
He said that soccer stars 
Kanu Nwankwo and Peter 
Rufai would assist in har-
nessing the football and 
general sporting talents of  
the youths who would be 
organized as a unit to be 
effectively engaged.

On his part, former Super 
Eagles captain and FIFA 
U-17 world cup winner, 
Kanu Nwankwo  urged 
the youths not to allow dis-
tractions affect their future 
pursuits, urging them to 
be hardworking and disci-
plined. While encouraging 
youths to be steadfast and 
committed to the dreams 
and goals stated that many 
years ago, he had to track 
7 kilometers from the 
training pitch back home.

“In everything you do in 
life, you have to be disci-
plined no matter how you 
see yourself, no matter 
how big or small you are, 
even in business, you have 
to be disciplined. With-
out being disciplined, you 
cannot achieve anything. 
If  you are playing football 
and you have the talent, 
without discipline, you 
cannot succeed.  So, focus 
on what you are doing, 
don’t let anybody distract 

Take advantage of National
Health Insurance, Imo CP
urges retired police officers
By Uzoma Ogoke

T
he Commission-
er of  Police, Imo 
State command, 

Nasiru Muhammed, has 
sensitized retired police 
officers in the state about 
the ongoing enrolment 
into the National Health 
Insurance Scheme, being 
done free of  charge for re-
tired police officers across 
the federation.

He urged the retired 
police officers and their 
spouses to avail them-
selves of  the laudable ini-
tiative by the leadership of  
the Nigerian Police Force 
and enrol into the scheme.

Muhammed said the 
scheme was in line with 
the Inspector General 
of  Police’s resolve at en-
suring that retired police 
officers and their spous-
es are not left out in the 

Force’s initiative of  pro-
viding quality and acces-
sible health care to its per-
sonnel.

“The Imo State Po-
lice Command therefore 
wishes to inform the gen-
eral public, especially re-
tired police officers that 
the Inspector-General of  
Police (IGP) Mohammed 
Abubakar Adamu has 
graciously approved the 
second phase of  the enrol-
ment exercise to grant of-
ficers not captured in the 
first phase, the opportuni-
ty to do so”.

“All retired police of-
ficers who were not cap-
tured in the first phase 
are requested to visit any 
Police Area Command 
closest to them, in their 
respective LGAs with 
their letters of  retirement 
and retiree’s ID cards for 
registration/capturing.

Take Golden Guinea Malt to
promote Abia’s product - Ikpeazu
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia 
State has urged the 

people of  Abia to continue 
consume the product of  
Golden Guinea, especially 
the Malt for Abia’s eco-
nomic growth.

Governor Ikpeazu in a 
release by his Chief  Press 
Secretary (CPS) , Barr 
Onyebuchi Ememanka di-
rected that the new Malt 
drink becomes the official 
beverage in the State.

He charged the Chief  of  
Staff  to his government, 
Dr Anthony Agbazuere 
and the Permanent Secre-
tary, Government House 
Umuahia, Mr Alozie 
Odoemenam to ensure 
that Golden Malta drink  
becomes the official bever-
age of  the State.

Golden Malta is a new 
Malt drink from the stables 
of  Golden Guinea Brew-
eries, Umuahia, and was 
introduced into the market 
on Monday by the man-
agement of  the brewery.

ID 19 pandemic.
She noted that COV-

ID 19 has increased the 
challenges women face, 
pointing out that apart 
from the preexisting 
social and systematic 
barriers to women’s par-
ticipation in leadership, 
women across the world 
are facing increased chal-
lenges such as; domestic 
violence, unpaid care du-
ties, unemployment and 
poverty.

She appreciated the 
state governor, Senator 
Hope Uzodimma for 
being gender friendly in 
his administration, and 
also the wife of  the gov-
ernor, Barr. (Mrs.) Chi-
oma Uzodimma for her 
motherly support to Imo 
women, especially the 
vulnerable group.

He commended the man-
agement of  Golden Guin-
ea Breweries for the feat, 
adding that the addition 
of  the malt section would 
strengthen the brewing 
company and create more 
jobs for Abians.

Meanwhile, Ikpeazu has 
extolled the virtues of  el-
der statesman, Chief  Tony 
Ukasoanya on  his cele -
bration of  77 years of  age, 
adding that the sustained 
stability in the State was 
made possible by the con-
tributions of  people like 
Chief  Tony Ukasoanya.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
bout one hun-
dred persons 
from Ndiowu 

community in Orumba 
North Local Govern-
ment Area of  Anam-
bra State, on Thursday, 
staged a peaceful protest 
to Government House 
Awka, against a member 
representing Orumba 
North State Constituen-
cy in the State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Emeka 
Aforka for holding the 
community to ransom.

News Echo gathered 
that the community 
had during the protest 
accused Hon Aforka , 

Anambra community protests against 
lawmaker for poor performance 

deputy majority leader 
of  the house of  holding 
Ndiowu community to 
ransom and embezzling 
community funds meant 
for “ Choose Your Pro-
ject” initiative as well as  
using his government’s 
connections to frustrate 
peace and development 
in Ndiowu.

Speaking at the Gov-
ernment House Awka, 
Anambra State capital, 
Mr. Ikechukwu Orji said 
Aforka has been leading 
some people to enslave 
the community and there-
by endangering develop-
ment.

“We want government 
to know what is happen-
ing in Ndiowu communi-

ty. Our elected officers in 
the government are mal-
treating us. They institut-
ed caretaker committee 
to organize town union 
elections in three months 
but the caretaker com-
mittee is now five years, 

frustrating every effort at 
conducting election.

“They have cancelled 
three peaceful elections 
conducted in the com-
munity because their 
preferred candidates did 
not emerge. Government 

should come to Ndiowu 
and rescue us from the 
hands of  the cabals hold-
ing the community down” 
he said.

Reacting, the Deputy 
Majority Leader Chief  
Emeka Aforka denied hi-

jacking the town union 
and   misappropriation of  
community project funds. 
According to him, the al-
legation that he imposed a 
caretaker executive on his 
home town Ndiowu Town 
Union was unfounded.

you because if  you have a 
talent and work hard to-
wards it, you will achieve 
your goals.

Peter Rufai in his own re-
marks advised the youths 
to engage in meaningful 
careers like sports which 
he said break barriers. 
He noted that while they 
choose their careers, they 
must marry them with ed-
ucation to see the beauty 
of  such careers.

Chairman of  the organ-
izing committee, Mr. Eze 
Nwachukwu said that over 
1, 500 youths participated 
in the summit, adding that 
the youths were tutored to 
see governance and oth-
er societal issues from the 
realities perceptive. “The 
youths are grateful to the 
governor for convening 
the summit and the Eb-
onyi society would feel the 
summit’s impact through 
the re-orientation of  the 
youths.
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A
nambra State Po-
lice Command 
on Thursday, 

paraded an eighty year 
old woman, Mrs. Chidi 
Felicia Nwafor and thir-
ty nine year old Madam 
Rejoice Raymond who 
are natives of  Umunya 
in Oyi LGA of  Anambra 
State for child trafficking 
and torture. 

The duo according to 
the Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO) of  
the command, CSP, Ha-
runa Mohammed (CSP) 
were nabbed at the Fed-
eral Housing Estate, 3-3 
area of  Onitsha, the com-

Police parade 80 year-old woman child
trafficker in Anambra

mercial city of  the state.
Mohammed said that 

the suspects allegedly 
confined three children 
(2 boys and a girl) inside 
different rooms at No.13 
Akunwanta Mbamalu 
Street, Federal Hous-
ing Estate, Onitsha, and 
subjected them to phys-
ical and emotional tor-
ture without food and 
inflicted several wounds 
on their bodies, leaving 
them unconscious and at 
the point of  death.

He said that the vic-
tims who were badly 
battered with lacerations 
all over their bodies and 
one with a broken arm, 
were found in the pool of  
their blood, rescued and 

rushed to the hospital for 
medical attention. 

Exhibits allegedly re-
covered at the scene in-
cluded some fetish sub-
stances, blood stained 
canes, concoctions and 
other incriminating 
items. He said that pre-
liminary investigations 
revealed that the three 
children were allegedly 
sold to the suspects by a 
notorious child traffick-
ing kingpin namely Sabi-
na Izoura who has been 
on police wanted list for 
child trafficking, child 
stealing and forgery.

“Further investigations 
also revealed that the 
suspect was involved in 
unlawful adoptions, us-

ing forged police reports, 
forged authorization let-
ters from the Ministry 
of  Women’s Affairs and 
sworn court affidavits, to 
sell children stolen from 
all parts of  the country 
to her waiting customers, 

From Olise Nwagbogwu,
Asaba

T
he police in Delta 
state has paraded a 
gang of  ritualists, 

who kidnapped a victim 
on her way from the farm 
for ritual purpose.

 The victim, one Joy 
Osameze, aged 39, was 
kidnapped on February 
5, 2021 on her way back 
from the farm at Abraka 
Farm reserve, Obiaruku, 
in Ukwuani local govern-
ment area of  Delta state.

Five suspects, Emma-
nuel Ojibe 18, Osam 

Ogolime  21, Ossai Reu-
ben 22, Odigili chuk-
wutem 33 and Ukpaka 
Confidence aged 20; 
were arrested March 7, 
in connection with the 
crime and transferred to 
the Special Anti-Kidnap-
ping and Cyber Crimes 
Squad (SAKCCS), Asaba

One of  the suspects, 
Emmanuel Ojibe, accord-
ing to the Commissioner 
of  Police, Ari Moham-
med Ali confessed to the 
kidnap and led SAKCCS 
operatives to the arrest of  
a three-man ritual gang, 
involving one Razaq If-

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he member repre-
senting Ikwuano 
Constituency  in 

Abia State House of  As-

amaye 38 and Gbenga 
Olawuyi 50; both natives 
of  Ekiti State, but resi-
dent at Old Market Road, 
Obiaruku. The third 
member of  the gang, one 
Samson Oduni 31 year 
old native of  Obiaruku. 

CP Ali disclosed that 
upon interrogation, 
Razaq Ifamaye confessed 
to the crimes and led Po-
lice operatives to Shege-
lo Beach, Obiaruku on 
March 9, where a Bag 
containing human skull 
and other human parts 
suspected to be that of  the 
victim were recovered. 

Delta Police rounds up syndicate
of kidnappers, ritual-men, 
recover skull, human parts

“One Chikogwu Isaac 
38, A.K.A Ikukwu, a na-
tive of  Obiaruku in whose 
premises the human parts 
were found, had instigat-
ed four accomplices, who 
are now at large, to attack 
the police operatives in 
order to prevent/obstruct 
the operatives from mak-
ing the recovery. 

“He was however ar-
rested and the human re-
mains were taken to the 
Agbor General Hospital 
for autopsy, while inves-
tigation is ongoing”, the 
Police Commissioner 
added.

The Chancellor of Gregory University, Uturu,  Prof. Gregory Ibe (centre) �anked by the News 
Editor, Chigozie Uzosike (left), the Editor,  Afam Echi (2nd left), the Managing Editor, Ori Martins 
(2nd right) and the Reporter, Glory Ugochukwu (right) when the editorial team of the  news-
paper paid him a visit at his country home, Uturu last Saturday.

both within and outside 
Nigeria; including a re-
cent attempt to smuggle 
out two children (a boy 
and a girl) allegedly sto-
len from Niger State since 
2018.

“Meanwhile all the 

children recovered by the 
police are presently un-
der the protective care of  
the Anambra State Min-
istry for Social Welfare, 
Women’s and Children’s 
Affairs, pending when 
their biological parents 
will surface.“

Lawmaker frowns at killing
of constituents, calls for
intervention 

sembly, Hon Stanley 
Nwabuisi has raised the 
alarm that twenty eight of  
his kinsmen from Ariam 
Usaka have  allegedly been 
killed by attackers from 
neighboring communities 
in Akwa Ibom State, over 
land dispute.

He also alleged that  prop-
erty worth millions of  Na-
ira have been destroyed by 
the Akwa Ibom invaders, 
making the natives to flee 
in droves while others lived 
inside bushes for fear of  
more attacks.

The lawmaker narrated 
this on the floor of  the  Abia 
State House of  Assembly 
in Umuahia  on Thursday 
in a matter of  urgent im-
portance, during a plenary 
session.

He stated that the bounda-
ry clash between his Ariam 
Usaka and some communi-
ties in Ini and Akara Obot 
LGAs of  Akwa Ibom State 

has brought untold sorrow 
to his people.

He called on the Abia 
State House of  Assembly 
to immediately intervene in 
the matter to save the souls 
of  his people while appeal-
ing to security agencies to 
do more in ending the al-
leged killings.

The lawmaker who paint-
ed a gory picture of  the sit-
uation at Ariam Usaka,  re-
gretted that farmlands and 
local markets  had become 
the shadow of  themselves 
as villagers had deserted 
them in fear of  attacks.

Responding to the Ik-
wuano legislator’s outcry, 
the Speaker of  Abia State 
House of  Assembly, Hon. 
Chinedum Orji condemned 
the alleged killings and 
urged the Abia State exec-
utive arm of  government to 
liaise with her Akwa Ibom 
counterpart to  expedite 
action towards ending the 

Enugu community 
rejoices on World 
Bank road projects
From Chuma Austin,
 Enugu

T
here was jubilation in 
Amagu-Umulokpa 
community in Uzo-

Uwani Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State follow-
ing the provision of  access 
road with culverts  in the 
area.

It was gathered that prior to 
the intervention of  Commu-
nity and Social Development 
Project (CSDP) on the road 
project, the poverty stricken 
rural dwellers were groaning 
in pain over lack of  access 
road linking the communi-
ty with other neighbouring 
communities.

Succour, however, came to 
the people of  the communi-
ty last year when the World 
Bank assisted road project 
was attracted to the area.

The Public Relations Officer 
of  the community, Simon 
Nweke, told the Chairman of  
CSDP Baord, Comrade Ibu-

chukwu Ohabuenyi Ezike 
who led an assessment team 
including his members and 
the CSDP management team 
to the community that dur-
ing rainy season, residents of  
the community were cut off  
from the world as the places 
where culverts are built now 
were usually  over flown with 
flood.

“We are extremely excited 
for the rehabilitation of  feed-
er road with three box cul-
verts in the community. Our 
farmers can now transport 
their crops to markets outside 
this community during rainy 
season. The construction of  
access road especially the 
culverts have brought great 
relief  to us”, Nweke stated.

Speaking at the community, 
the CSDP Board Chairman, 
Comrade  Ezike explained 
that they were in the area to 
assess the agency’s projects 
with a view to making sure 
they were done according to 
specification.
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omen as a group 

Wrepresent a grossly 
marginalized group 

who are not even conscious of 
their plight. Even where and 
when they are conscious it plays 
only on their lips in form of 
verbal protest as they are also 
helpless in realising their dreams 
and aspirations through any 
meaningful action. It is already 
sunk and fixated in their 
consciousness that they are 
already an endangered species 
who cannot be helped beyond the 
point that the society has placed 
them.

Yes, the society has not helped 
the women even when they are 
critical members of the same 
society without which many 
things cannot function well. The 
culture and religions of the 
society they belong by virtue of 
some of their views on women 
may have unconsciously lowered 
their values and importance in 
the estimation of other members 
of the society. 

The perception is that women 
are fragile, sensitive, weak, and 
negative, limited, evil etc and so 
confinable to certain activities. In 
reality they have been restrained 
from or are restricted to some 
roles that they can comfortably 
play. Before the world never 
heard of a woman president and 
even now they can be counted on 
the fingers. 

Some of these views, the 
women have proved time and 
again that they are wrongly 
conceived even though they 
brought it upon themselves not 
challenging the wrong opinions 
held of them. My observation is 
that in the weaknesses men see in 
women there lay their strength. 
My observations also reveal that 
beliefs which subdue and limit 
women are transmitted from 
generation to generation by the 
women themselves.

Do we still remember how 

mothers get so protective and 
caution their girls not to compete 
with men in certain things? They 
will quickly remind you 'don't 
you know that he is a man even as 
they narrate more of all the do's 
don'ts for a woman.''

The limitation of women is 
further espoused through the 
limited exposure to some 
activities right from cradle at the 
home base even before they step 
out to confront the larger world. 
In doing domestic chores some 
parents while sharing activities 
amongst their children will 
restrict women from such things 
as washing vehicles, etc and the 
consciousness become gradually 
ingrained in them that they are 
weaker sex and who should not 
be allowed to think even for 
themselves. Religion and culture 
remain the worst of tools used in 
doing this damage. 

The biblical injunction that a 
woman should be subject to the 
man is so engrossed in their 
consciousness that even the 
talents embedded in them are not 
exploited because they have been 
sold to the questionable reality 
that they cannot do better than 
men. Consequently, majority of 
them shy away from trying. 
Recently women are breaking 
away from the shackles of some 
of these long held beliefs that 
have held them down. We are 
now seeing women doing more of 
the men's jobs contrary to what 
happened in the past. Women 
now drive commercial vehicles; 
do masonry jobs, mechanic jobs.

News Echo wishes to use the 
occasion of the celebration of 
mothers' Sunday to enjoin them 
to reflect on the critical roles they 
occupy in the society. Without 
women life is not complete. 
While we commend women that 
have lived exemplary lives we 
urge those that bring bad image to 
womanhood to have a change of 
heart.

Mothers' Sunday: Women should 
break self-imposed restrictions  
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cho woman is a new page 

Eintroduced to celebrate our 
w o m e n  w h o  a r e 

accomplished in their various 
endeavours and who provide a 
source of  inspiration to others. In 
this maiden outing we bring you, 
Rt, Hon Amb Uju Onwudiwe 
popularly known as Igolo Njaba. 
She is the legislator representing 
Njaba State Constituency in the 
Imo House of  Assembly. In this 
chat with our editor, AFAM ECHI, 
Igolo enjoins professionals to join 
her hands in salvaging our nation. 

Education:   Rt. Hon. Uju 
Onwudiwe, popularly called Igolo 
Njaba attended Queen's College 
Enugu, where she sat for and 
obtained her  Senior  School 
Certificate (SSCE). She proceeded 
to Enugu State University of  
Technology (ESUT) where she 
studied Accountancy and obtained 
Bachelor of  Science (BSc) degree 
with honours. She also attended 
University of  Nigeria Enugu 
Campus (UNEC) where she 
obtained Master in Business 
Administration (MBA) degree in 
Finance. Onwudiwe proceeded 
again to Imo State University 
Owerri (IMSU) where she studied 
International Management and 
obtained Master of  Science (MSc.) 
degree. She is currently a doctorate 
degree student of  International 
M a n a ge m e n t  o f  I m o  S t a t e 
University, Owerri.

Career Path: On graduation 
from the University, young Miss 
Uju Onwudiwe worked with 
Mefor Systems Inc. and Nnamdi 
Nwakwesi & Co. Lagos, where she 
served as consultant in financial 
solutions to organizations. She 
rose in ranks and became senior 
consultant. She also worked briefly 
with Arab Contractors. Thereafter, 
the legislator delved into private 
practice, served as a consultant and 
general contractor. She entered 
into politics and became elected as 
the first female legislator to 
r e p r e s e n t  N j a b a  S t a t e 
Constituency. In the 8th Assembly, 
Hon. Uju Onwudiwe was the 
Chairman House Committee on 
Financial Institutions and Labour. 
Returning as a ranking member in 
2 0 1 9 ,  R t .  H o n .  A m b.  U j u 
Onwudiwe became Chairman 
House Committee on Education, 
G e n d e r  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
Vulnerable Affairs.

Honours & Awards Received: 
Rt. Hon. Amb. Uju Onwudiwe has 
b e e n  h o n o u r e d  b y  va r i o u s 
organizations and reputable 
institutions. She was honoured by 
women of  Njaba as Igolo, meaning 
the  sh in ing  l i gh t .  A l so,  in 
recogni t ion  o f  her  s te r l ing 
qualities, the financial expert has 
received double recognition as 
Ugosimba. From the traditional 

institution, she has the exalted 
conferment of  Ugololo Okwudor, 
a unique title of  distinction.

The eagle eyes of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists did not 
escape her extending their Legacy 
award of  Excellence to her. The 
vibrant law maker has also been 
honoured by the International 
Women Ambassadors for her 
distinction in championing the 
affairs of  women and the less-
privileged. She has over 70 awards 
in her kitty from organizations and 
institutions in Nigeria and beyond.

Bills and motions sponsored: 
Rt. Hon. Amb. Uju Onwudiwe has 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  o u t s t a n d i n g 
performance in her legislative role. 
To her credit is sponsorship of  over 
15 Bills and 20 motions and these 
bills and motions span through 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  u p g r a d e , 
agriculture, public utilities and 
safe ty,  combat ing  v io lence, 
promoting skills and human 
capital development, education, 
etc.

Among the  b i l l s  she  has 
sponsored includes: Violence 
Against People's Prohibition 
(VAPP), a bill to stop foreign 
medica l  tour i sm for  Publ ic 
Servants, a bill to stop Children of  
public servants from studying 
a b r o a d ,  a  b i l l  t o  m a k e  i t 
compulsory for people living with 
disabilities to acquire skills and to 

be self-sustainable, a bill to repeal 
fire service edict and to enact fire 
bureau law, a bill for a law to 
establish micro-credit guarantee 
scheme, and lots more.

The motions she has sponsored 
includes:  motion for urgent 
gover nment  inter vent ion in 
e r o s i o n / f l o o d  m e n a c e  a t 
Okponakuma flood ravaged area, 
motion to urge the Imo state 
governor to urgently construct park 
for trailers, fuel tankers and other 
l o n g  v e h i c l e s  a l o n g 
Onitsha/Owerri express road to 
avert further loss of  lives and 
property, motion to appraise the 
land allocation to NBC Plc, motion 
to urge the government and 
FERMA to carry out palliative 
work on Orlu-Owerri road, etc.

Igolo Njaba has demonstrated 
brilliance carrying out legislative 
functions and she has the record of  
being one of  the most prolific 
lawmakers in terms of  number of  
Bills and Motions sponsored, co-
sponsored and participated in 
parliamentary discussions of  the 
9th Assembly.

Onwudiwe seemed to have 
stepped on the toes of  some 
elements in the state with what is 
now termed her controversial bill-
VAPP Bill, 2021

The Long title of this bill is - A 
B I L L  F o r  A  L A W  T O 
ELIMINATE VIOLENCE IN 
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE, 

PROHIBIT ALL FORMS OF 
V I O L E N C E  A G A I N S T 
PERSONS, AND TO PROVIDE 
MAXIMUM PROTECTION 
AND EFFECTIVE REMEDIES 
F O R  V I C T I M S  A N D 
P U N I S H M E N T  O F 
OFFENDERS; AND OTHER 
RELATED MATTERS. The bill is 
principally a compendium of  acts 
of  violence and the prescription of  
punishments for defaulters. The 
bill is meant to provide the right 
legal framework such that the 
society will have laws that are 
upwardly relevant. While some 
people tagged it with malicious 
intent, alleging that it promotes 
same sex marriage and seeks to 
permit females to be ordained 
priests, the bill expressly and in 
every sense does not promote such. 
I t  ra ther  condemns acts  of  
homosexuality and encourages 
cultural development but seeks to 
establish dignity of  human person 
devoid of  all forms of  slavery, such 
as psychological, mental and 
economic slavery. It condemns all 
forms of  violence including 
Gender Based Violence (GBV). 
Also, the bill addresses traditional 
harmful practices and prescribes 
punishment for offenders. The Bill 
is at the final stage of  passage in the 
house. When passed, it will create 
some sense of  sanity in the polity, 
eradicating barbaric acts.

L i f e  c h a n g i n g  p r o j e c t s : 

Onwudiwe has done a good 
number of  projects. Significantly, 
human empowerment projects 
address poverty and uplift standard 
o f  l iv ing.  Igo lo  Njaba  has 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  h e l d  a n n u a l 
empowerment of  constituents 
where she has distributed cars, 
motorcycles, equipment for skills 
start-up, distribution of  farm inputs 
to  thousands  of  rec ip ients, 
construction of  ICT centre at 
Njaba LGA Headquarters. In 
addition, she has provided seed 
funds to over 2000 constituents to 
support their petty trading. Also, 
annual  sponsorship  of  f ree 
comprehensive medical outreach 
tagged  B looming  hea l th ,  a 
program where she invites health 
team comprising of  medical 
d o c t o r s,  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s, 
pharmacists, nurses, lab scientists, 
etc, indeed a comprehensive 
medical team, who spend one week 
per edition attending to patients 
across  Njaba Const i tuency, 
holding in six centres. She attracted 
renovation of  Ulo Okwute, sinking 
of  borehole and water reticulation, 
grading of  roads, and many more.

On the reason for being in 
politics she stated, “I believe that 
politics offers the right platform to 
render elaborate and effective 
service to people across board. 
People with capacity need to offer 
themselves for public service as it is 
necessary that a system change is 
initiated. This is only plausible 
where all hands are on deck to 
effect positive change, meaning 
that people should eschew political 
apathy''. Igolo Njaba believes that 
affairs of  women and youth need to 
be addressed through pragmatic 
a p p r o a c h  a n d  g e n u i n e 
commitment.

On her vision for women she 
stated she will always speak for 
women and youths. “I believe that 
the empowerment of  a woman is 
the direct fight against poverty and 
squalor in the home. The battle to 
empower women and youths is a 
significant step towards restoring 
the dignity of  womanhood who are 
meant to compliment men in the 
family. Women empowerment is 
therefore a critical endeavour that 
has to be undertaken to reposition 
the society”, she concluded.

How has poli t ics  fared in 
developing society?  In her views, 
“Politics is an ideal endeavour that 
should create the society of  dreams 
based on credible initiatives that 
should impact humanity but it has 
not been done the right way in the 
developing world. We cannot give 
a blanket condemnation because 
there are credible people who have 
paid huge price trying to do right 
things ideally; we are not yet where 
we ought to be. 

Ugololo holds the view that there 
is the need for all strata of  people 
such as professionals, technocrats 
and people to embrace politics so 
that together, everyone can effect a 
change of  the things not working 
properly in the society.

Politics provides me platform for 
elaborate service to all - Onwudiwe

Onwudiwe

By Afam Echi



News	Echo	  Monday, March 15, 2021                            Page 6

OPINION

By Livy-Elcon Emereonye

T
he only constant phe-
nomenon is change, 
and we change on 
a per second basis. 

No one can stop change from 
taking place but everyone to 
some extent can influence the 
type of  change he encounters 
at least with the things he has 
some degree of  control or in-
fluence over.

However, the majority of  us 
will do nothing to bring about 
the change we desire but will 
stop at nothing to brood and 
complain about the situation 
of  things, forgetting that emo-
tions don’t solve problems but 
actions - timely right actions - 
do. 

Those who are conscious of  
their environment and take 
deliberate actions for desired 
results, most times, somehow 
get better but those who wait 
for manna to fall from heaven 
may not eat what they want to 
eat when they want to eat it, 
that is, even if  they would see 
or get anything to eat.

To change along with change, 
there would be need for some 
degree of  distortion which 
may be coincidental or delib-
erate and might not be palat-
able and desirable but must be 
tolerated, accommodated and 
endured for a better outcome 
and a better tomorrow. It 
might even come with betray-
als and pains for the inherent 
lessons to be learnt, may be in 
a hard way which is the hard 
best.

Everyone with a teachable 
heart and the willingness to 
learn without bias would dis-
cover that to a great extent, hu-
man beings are the masters of  
their fate. Covertly and overtly, 
at every giving time, our ac-
tions define who we are and 
the things we hold dear con-
trary to what we say or would 
want others to believe - and this 
becomes more conspicuous 
with the acquisition of  some 
affluence and influence or au-
thority. Poverty could make us 
be pious while power would 
bring out the beast in us.

It is more of  a norm that peo-
ple look humane, humble and 
pious when they have nothing 
to brag about but the moment 

How we are defined by changeHow we are defined by change
our status changes for better, 
the other side of  us – the real us 
– would come to the limelight. 
Position and power define our 
true identity. Money can make 
a man a monster!

Those who benefit from a 
system, however bad it is, rare-
ly complain except when they 
are edged out. This is because 
“people” don’t talk when they 
are eating even if  every other 
person is starving. Our per-
ception of  evil could truly be 
assessed from the prism of  
our position. Where we are, 
determines what we do; our 
reactions depend on what and 
who provoked the action. The 
things we condemn in one per-
son may suddenly attract grave 
silence or even commendation 
because another person is in-
volved.

We may become intention-
ally blind, deaf  and dumb to 
evil and injustice when we 
are not at the receiving end or 
even aid and abet it to settle 
scores as nothing unite people 
more than having a common 
enemy but the moment we be-
come involved, heavens must 
be let loose! Those who feed 
on human flesh complain most 
about cannibalism; those with 
the penchant for abusing others 
will do everything to avoid be-
ing abused.

Action speaks louder than 
voice. Our true characters are 
made manifest when we get to 
a position of  authority. At such 
times, our moral instinct gets 
sedated and we see things from 
a different perspective. With 
little money, we throw caution 
to the dogs; with a little pow-
er, we can play gods. Human 
beings are not what we claim 
or pretend to be. We are of  a 
truth, masters of  deception, 
deceit and hypocrisy especially 
when and where our interest is 
served.

It has been proved that with-
in a short period of  time, even 
without mood swing, one can 
transit from moral through im-
moral to amoral state in pursuit 
or conquest of  ambition - gross 
ambition. It is no more news 
that with a little twist - twist 
of  things and twist of  fate - 
people can change for better 
or worse. This is where group 
consciousness becomes a force 

that must be embraced with 
caution. When people gather 
for a common cause, some of  
them would be there purely for 
their hidden personal interest. 
Therefore, be careful. Look be-
fore you leap.

While planning for good even 
with all precautions, things 
may change for worse with or 
without your knowledge and 
consent. Challenges and trials 
will come not necessarily be-
cause you are careless or reck-
less but because you are a hu-
man being passing through the 
phases of  metamorphosis in a 
world of  uncertainty. Brace up 
and live to the full accepting 
what life brings your way as 
you change the things you can 
change and manage the ones 
you cannot change.

When you change the way 
you look at things, the things 
you look at will definitely 

President Muhamadu Buhari

“Those who bene�t from a system, however bad it is, rarely 
complain except when they are edged out.  This is because 
“people” don’t talk when they are eating even if every other 
person is starving. Our perception of evil could truly be as-
sessed from the prism of our position. Where we are, deter-
mines what we do; our reactions depend on what and who
 provoked the action.  The things we condemn in one per-
son may suddenly attract grave silence or even commen-
dation because another person is involved”    

“While planning for good even 
with all precautions, things may 
change for worse with or without 
your knowledge and consent. 
Challenges and trials will come 
not necessarily because you are 
careless or reckless but because 
you are a human being passing 
through the phases of metamor-
phosis in a world of uncertainty. 
Brace up and live to the full ac-
cepting what life brings your way 
as you change the things you can 
change and manage the ones 
you cannot change
change! No one can hold you 
down without your consent. 
Without challenges and oppo-
sition, you may not leave your 
comfort zone for exploitation! 
Attacks attract attention and 
betrayals bring about the court-
ing and beautification of  the 
other side. Without changing 
position willingly or unwill-
ingly, you will not get a new 
position for release leads to 
increase. Resolve to do things 
differently and you will get dif-
ferent results so free yourself  

from every form of  entangle-
ment and fly.

Be yourself. Embrace the 
changes as they come; use them 
for your advancement and ad-
vantage. That we are all alike 
but not the same is enough 
reason for you to be yourself, 
fulfilling destiny. Cry your own 
cry when, where and how you 
want it without fear or favour. 
You are here for a purpose so 
make things happen. Cause the 
change you need.

“ 
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L- R Mrs. Ifeoma Charles Anosike, Mr. Charles Anosike- the Golden Son, Ezinne Catherine Ano-
sike - Mother of Ebubemba and The Golden Son and Mrs. Onyinyechi Daniel Anosike pose 
with the award shortly after the service at St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, Uzoagba, Ikeduru 
LGA, Imo State.

From Dan Maduagwu,
 Umuahia

F
our suspects aged be-
tween 18 years and 
22 years appeared in 

Court 8 under the Umua-
hia Magisterial District for 
robbing Ibeku Tradition-
al Prime Minister, High 
Chief  Uche Akwukwaeg-
bu of  Amuzukwu, Umua-
hia.

The youths, Emmanuel 
Iheoma, (m) 22yrs, James 
Mathew, (m) 18 yrs, Chris-
tian Anthony, (m) 20 yrs 
and Lawrence Chinago-
rom, (m) 19 are facing two-
count charges of  armed 
robbery and being armed 
with dangerous weapons to 
commit the crime.

According to the charge 
sheet no. U/409/2021 the 
suspects, along with others 
at large on the 17th of  Feb-

4 remanded for robbery 
in Abia

ruary, 2021 at about 12.30 
pm along Mission Hill, 
Umuahia while armed, 
robbed Chief  Akwukwaeg-
bu of  items and cash worth 
several millions of  naira, 
thereby committing offenc-
es punishable under section 
6 (b) of  Robbery and Fire-
arms (special provisions) 
Act, Cap RII Laws of  the 
Federation 2004.

However, the Presiding 
Magistrate, Mrs. Uzor On-
uoha adjourned the matter 
to the 31st of  March, stat-
ing that her court lacked 
the jurisdiction ro entertain 
the matter.

She directed that the 
case files be transferred 
to the Attorney General 
for onward transmission 
to the Director of  Public 
Prosecution, while the sus-
pects were committed to 
Afara Correctional Centre, 
Umuahia.

Ex-governors, wives to get N12m
 gratuity annualy
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

O
ppositions have 
begun to mount 
against the regime 

of  Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu State 
following the bill seeking 
life pension for ex- gover-
nors of  the State.

The bill which scaled 
through the first reading 
at Enugu State House of  
Assembly last Thursday, 
if  passed into law, would 
also make the past gover-
nors have gratuities.

Each wife of  the past 
Governors will also be 
entitled to N12 million as 
medical allowances annu-
ally.

Reacting to the pension 
bill, the Convener of  the 
Voice from the East, a 
Non-Governmental Or-
ganization, Comrade 

Kindness Jonah, warned 
that if  the bill is passed 
into law, it would be the 
greatest disaster waiting 
to happen in the Coal City 
State. 

Comrade Jonah noted, 
“This is like laying a loot-
ing pipe to the bedroom 
of  ex- Governors and 
their deputies”.

“As stated in the bill that 
has passed 1st reading, the 
pension is for life. They 
are also entitled to gratui-
ty. Their wives are entitled 
to N12 million medical 
allowances every year for 
life. They get 3 new ve-
hicles every 4years. At 
death, Enugu state gov-
ernment foots the burial 
expenses and gives 1 year 
salary”, he added.

The Igbo Activist won-
dered “why a state that 
just flagged off  its first 
flyover in 22 years and a 

state where retired civ-
il servants (particularly 
teachers) wait hungrily for 
months to get their pen-
sion is seeking pension for 
its ex-governors for life”

According to him, “It is 
strange that a state with di-
lapidated primary schools 
and where about 35% of  
primary school teachers 
are PTA  teachers, that 
is teachers employed and 
paid by private individuals 
or corporate bodies is em-
barking on  anti-masses  
project like ex-governors’ 
pension”

“A state where nothing 
new is happening is plan-
ning to siphon state mon-
ey to pay pension for life 
to those who served for a 
maximum of  8 years dur-
ing which they held the 
key to our common treas-
ury and used it as they like 
is ridiculous”

“This is a doom to the 
economy of  Enugu if  al-
lowed, hence, we should 
all rise and condemn it as 
other states did and it was 
stopped”, he concluded.

The group, in a state-
ment signed by its Na-
tional Coordinator, Chief  
Willy Ezeugwu, said the 
bill which has passed 
its first reading must be 
killed immediately by the 
state lawmakers for the 
peace and tranquility in 
the state’s political arena 
to be sustained.

Ezeugwu said the pres-
sure group had started 
mobilizing conscious cit-
izens, civil society groups 
and labour unions in the 
state to shut down Enugu 
State House of  Assembly 
for as long as it will take 
to kill this most insensi-
tive bill.”

By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Majority Leader, 
Imo State House As-
sembly, Hon. Dele 

Onyemaechi Kanayo, who 
represents Owerri West 
state constituency, has said 
that former governor, Ro-
chas Okorocha raped the 
economy of  Imo.

Onyemaechi, who spoke 
during a meeting convened 
by Owerri Zone Leaders of  
thought, held at Rockview 
Hotel, Owerri, on Satur-
day, described Okorocha as 
a greedy leader whom he 
said doctored documents 
to swindle the state finance, 

assets and properties, say-
ing he did not consult the 
House of  Assembly in any 
decision he took especially 
the ones bothering on public 
assets and finance.

He assured the people that 
Imo Assembly is supporting 
the move by the executive 
to recover stolen property 
from Okorocha and associ-
ates and return them to orig-
inal owners in line with rec-
ommendations of  Duruoha 
Igwe led Judiciary  Panel 
of  Inquiry set up by Emeka 
Ihedioha regime and sus-
tained by Hope Uzodimma 
led government.

However,  Commissioner 

of  Lands, Survey and Physi-
cal Planning, Barr. Enyinna 
Onuegbu, Speakers-emer-
itus, Imo Assembly, Rt. 
Hon. Godfrey Dikeocha 
and Kelechi Nwagwu, said 
that Owerri Zone affirmed 
the decision earlier taken by 
the stakeholders of  the state 
who told Uzodimma not to 
leave any stone unturned 
in recovering alleged stolen 
public and individual prop-
erties from Okorocha.

“We support every policy 
of  Governor Hope Uzo-
dimma particularly the 
full implementation of  the 
Whitepaper on Lands to re-
cover our common patrimo-
ny more so when the land 

Okorocha raped Imo economy
- Imo House majority leader

in the state capital is Owerri 
land acquired by the past 
state government.

“To sustain the positive 
participation of  Nde Owerri 
in the progress of  Imo State, 
we also resolve to ensure 
that the unity, peace and 
progress of  Imo State shall 
at all times be facilitated, 
protected and defended”, 
they posited.

Speaking, Imo State dep-
uty governor, Prof. Placid 
Njoku, expressed delight 
for the support Owerri Zone 
has declared for the govern-
ment, assuring them that 
the Whitepaper resolution 
on assets recovery would be 
implemented to the  letter.

Artisan market:
Do not eject us
- Traders beg Enugu govt
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he leadership of  
New Artisan Mar-
ket, Enugu (Goat 

Section) has appealed to 
Enugu State government 
not to eject them from the 
market following the fresh 
crisis brewing between 
them and a private citizen 
over the ownership of  the 
market.

In a statement issued at 
the weekend by the Pres-
ident of  the Civil Rights 
Realisation and Advance-
ment Network (CRRN), 
Olu Omotayo, on behalf  
of  the traders said that on 
Wednesday, they (traders) 
were invited to the State 
Police Headquarters and 
they met some officials of  
the State Judiciary led by 
A.C. Mbah who informed 
them that they want to 
execute a Writ of  Exe-
cution in respect of  Suit 
No.E/539/2005, which 
granted part of  the land 
“Goat Market” to a pri-
vate person.

According to Omotayo, 
the traders said, “We find 
this development very 
strange and curious be-
cause we know that all 
that parcel of  land which 
constitutes the Goat Mar-
ket belongs to the Enugu 
State Government by vir-
tue of  “Enugu State of  
Nigeria Official Gazette 
No.1, Vol 15, of  6th April 
2006, which gave Notice 
of  Public lands Acquisi-
tion (Acquisition Notice) 

and designated the place 
as Goat Market”

“The effect of  the above 
stated act of  the govern-
ment is that no private 
citizen can claim to have 
the right or interest in the 
parcel of  land.

“We submit that if  Suit 
No.E/539/2005, was in-
stituted and determined 
before the earlier men-
tioned Official Gazette 
came into force, the judg-
ment has been affected by 
the official takeover of  the 
parcel of  land in question 
and any citizen who has 
any interest in any land 
therein shall only be enti-
tled to prompt payment of  
compensation as provided 
by law.

“We submit that the 
Attorney General of  the 
State is a necessary party 
in respect of  any action 
instituted in respect of  
government land which 
we doubt whether is 
aware of  the said Suit No. 
E/539/2005. 

“The traders of  the goat 
market are peaceful and 
law abiding citizens and 
we urge you to urgently 
intervene in this matter 
because the action of  the 
proponents of  the so call 
writ of  execution may 
cause a breach of  peace, 
law and order.

“It should be noted that 
there is a pending appeal 
at the Court of  Appeal, 
Enugu on the matters bor-
dering on the rights of  the 
traders of  the Goat Mar-
ket.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

T
he leader of  Afa-
mation Movement, 
a politically driven 

group that earnestly clam-
ors for a better govern-
ance, better society and 
youths inclusiveness, Hon. 
Afam Ezenwafor has de-
clare his intention to run 
for the Anambra guberna-
torial election come No-
vember under the African 
Democratic Congress par-
ty (ADC).

The former House of  
Assembly candidate un-
der All Peoples Congress 
(APC) Aguata constituen-
cy, was welcomed amidst 
cheers and triumph from 
groups, friends and associ-
ates many of  whom, was 
spurred by the joy of  the 
moment. 

Declaring his intentions 
known to all, Afam stated 
that the primary essence 
of  government is to do 
for the people what they 
cannot do for themselves. 
This can only be achieved 
through the instrumental-
ity of  good governance, 
which is the major gap 
that I have identified in the 
leadership of  our clime.

Afamation joins Anambra governorship
race, on ADC party

“My decision to vie for 
the governorship of  An-
ambra State is informed 
by the dire need to provide 
our people with good gov-
ernance”.

Speaking shortly, ADC 
Party Chairman, Aguata, 
Hon. Okey Zoro noted 
that Afam has declared his 
intention as an aspirant 
under the African Demo-
cratic Congress. 

“Others are coming out 
but he has first declared in-
terest and for now we will 
give him full support. It is 
our duty to be prepared for 
the task ahead. I call on 
your local and party state 
executives to spread the 
news that ADC now has a 
governorship candidate”.

He assured that the Local 
Government Chairmen 
will meet to strategize on 
the way forward while 
calling on other party ex-
ecutives to represent the 
party interest at the zonal 
and state level so that at 
the end, ADC will clinch 
to victory.

Former governorship 
aspirant of  UPP and the 
current state Chairman 
Afamation Group Move-
ment, Mazi Obumneke 
Ejimnkeonye Okafor stat-

ed that this is the right 
time for the youths to take 
over the mantle of  lead-
ership in other to tackle 
the challenges in the state 
which the previous admin-
istrations have failed to 
do. He called on Anambra 
poepl to come out en-mass 

and lead Afam to victory 
to Agu Awka.

Also, former retired 
INEC official, and a 
member of  the party, Mr. 
Oti Echezona in his soli-
darity message to Afam, 
reminded the audience 
that the future of  the state 

holds more expectation for 
youth through job creation 
and strategic development 
while applauding the as-
pirant that he was better 
positioned to understand 
the demands of  job crea-
tion for the teeming popu-
lation.

Ekwusigo Local Govern-
ment women leader, Mrs. 
Christiana Anakwe noted 
that the women fold as 
a matter of  fact will give 
their full support and gal-
vanize strategies to deliver 
the aspirant.

From Karen James,
Nnewi

A 
four year old boy 
has been rescued 
from the hands of  

his abductors by an angry 
mob in Nnewi, Anambra 
State.

Speaking to newsmen, 
the Anambra State Police 
Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO), Haruna Moham-
med (CSP), stated in a 
press statement that a four 
year old boy was rescued 
by commercial motorcy-
cle men and taken to Area 
Command headquarters in 
Nnewi. 

He noted that the child, a 
pupil of  St. Joseph School 
Otolo Nnewi was return-
ing home from School in 
company of  his siblings 
when two men on a motor-
cycle grabbed the child and 
zoomed off  with him.

“Alarm was raised by oth-
er children which attracted 
the attention of  some com-
mercial motorcyclists who 
pursued and eventually 
caught the suspects and res-
cued the child at Akamili 
Community Nnewi.” Har-

Abducted 4-year
old boy rescued

una Mohammed said.
The PPRO said that be-

fore the arrival of  police 
patrol team to the scene, 
the two suspects have been 
beaten to stupor by the an-
gry mob but were rescued 
by the police and taken to 
the hospital for medical at-
tention.

He said that one of  the 
suspects whose identity is 
yet unknown was certified 
dead by a medical doctor 
while receiving treatment 
and the second one is still 
unconscious at the hospi-
tal.

Meanwhile, the Anam-
bra State Commissioner of  
Police, Bala Kuryas (CP) 
while thanking the public 
for their courage in res-
cuing the child also urged 
them to always exercise 
restraint by not taking law 
into their hands whenever 
they catch suspects.

This according to the CP 
has become imperative so 
as to enable the police con-
duct discreet investigation 
in order unravel more facts 
surrounding the incidents 
including sponsors of  the 
dastardly acts and bring 
them to justice.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
22-year man,  Mr. 
Chukwunonso Iken-
na Ogbukagu has 

cried out to the Anambra 
State Police Commissioner to 
save his life from one serving 
policeman, ASP Danladi Ed-
ibo, attached to the anti-cult 
unit in Enugwu-Ukwu, Njik-
oka Local Government Area 
of  Anambra State for alleged-
ly disapproving his relation-
ship with his mother, Mrs. 
Ogbukagu.

Chukwunonso who re-
vealed this to newsmen after 
he escaped from the unlaw-
ful detention said he visited 
Nimo, a town in Njikoka 
LGA to see his mother who 
recently left his dad to rent a 
separate house, but noticed 
that the mother had a male 
friend who always visited her 
in the apartment.

“When I demanded from 
my mother who the man was, 
I found out it was the same 
police officer,ASP Danladi 
who had a problem with my 
father, who also caused my 
parents to separate.

“The man knowing that I 
had noticed who he was now 
called some policemen who 
came with guns and hand-
cuffed me and detained me 
in a toilet in the apartment. 
I stayed there for four days 

My life in danger
- 22-year-old man cries out to police commissioner

without food or water, and 
later I realized that I may die 
if  I continue to be here, so I 
summoned courage and es-
caped.”

He begged the State police 
command to come to his aid, 
as his life is in danger, as the 
Edibo may come after him.

Meanwhile, the father of  
the victim, Chief  Ikenna 
Ogbukagu has petitioned 
the Anambra State police 
Commissioner, CP Monday 
Bala Kuryas, calling for the 
restraint of  ASP Edibo from 

further harassing him and 
members of  his family.

In an interview, he further 
stated that, “ASP Danladi 
Edibo has been harassing me 
and members of  my family. 
He collected my wife from 
me, and I said I have no prob-
lem with that, that he can 
keep her. He has taken her, 
and rented a house for her in 
Nimo, and I did not protest, 
yet he has been threatening 
me.

“Last year, he came to my 

Cross-section of African Democratic Congress party executives with Hon. Afam Ezenwafor, the 
governorship aspirant, during the declaration of interest to contest Anambra guber election.

house at about 1am with 
police officers, destroyed my 
doors and arrested me, saying 
that I sponsor cultists. There 
is nothing he has not done to 
me. I am very afraid for my 
life now, that is why I peti-
tioned the commissioner to 
come to my aid.”

When contacted the Anam-
bra State police command’s 
spokesperson, CSP Haruna 
Mohammed, he stated that 
the petition was receiving at-
tention, saying that it may not 
be right to preempt 

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

Fresh facts have emerged as 
to why a 3rd year student 

of  the University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka (UNN) committed 
suicide at the weekend. 

 It was gathered that the de-
ceased whose name was giv-
en as Daniel Mba, a student 
of  Biochemistry Department 
who jumped from a 3-storey 
building to the ground floor 
and died instantly was caught 
in an examination malprac-
tice during the on-going se-
mester examination.

Irked by the action of  one 
of  his lecturers who tore his 
script few minutes to the end 

Why UNN Biochemistry student
committed suicide - Report

of  the examination, Mba 
could not stand the shame of  
the disciplinary action that 
will be melted on him.

It was further learnt that the 
said lecturer seized his phone 
and handed him a new script 
to start afresh.

Following the incident, 
it was learnt that the de-
ceased left the examination 
hall and went to his lodge at 
Onuiyi, in Nsukka where he 
jumped from a storey build-
ing around 11:34 pm after all 
the poisonous substances he 
injected into his body failed 
to produce immediate result.

An eyewitness who identi-
fied herself  as Nkechi Abo, 
said that when the incident 
happened, they rushed to the 

deceased room where they 
discovered rat poison, bleach 
containers and syringes used 
by the deceased to end own 
life.

“The student was rushed 
to Bishop Shanaha Hospital, 
Nsukka where he gave up 
the ghost before the doctors 
could revive him”, she add-
ed.

Meanwhile, the body of  the 
deceased has been deposited 
at Bishop Shanahan Hospi-
tal, Nsukka for post mortem 
examination. As at the time 
of  filling the story, the State 
Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Daniel Ndukwe, was 
yet to receive the report of  
the incident.



NEWS
Monday, March 15, 2021

he Vice President of  TN i g e r i a ,  Y e m i 
O s i n b a j o  h a s 

admonished Governor Hope. 
Uzodimma to focus on good 
governance with a view to 
meet the needs of  the people 
who expect goodies from him. 

Speaking in Owerri on 
Sunday during the one year 
anniversary celebrations of  
t h e  s h a r e d  p r o s p e r i t y 
administration, Osinbajo 
remain resolute remarked that 
one of  the ways to silence his 
political opponents is to 
r e m a i n  r e s o l u t e  i n 
championing the affairs of  the 
state which he was entrusted 
with. 

In his speech, Governor 
Hope Uzodimma said he 
constructed and rehabilitated 
many roads across Imo state, 
in line with his 3r mantra and 
a covenant he entered with 
God to serve Imo people. 

U z o d i m m a  w h o 
appreciated all for coming to 
celebrate with him, said he has 
restored the confidence of  
I m o  p e o p l e ,  r e d u c e d 
corruption. He promised to do 
more to advance the state 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d 
infrastructurally.

The Arch Bishop of  Owerri 
Ecc les ias t ica l  Province, 
Bishop Anthony Obinna, says  
the bad situation of  Nigeria 
today is worse than it was 
before and immediately after 
the civil war, regretting that 

things have not only fallen 
apart in Nigeria, they have 
fallen into pieces.

Obinna, during a special 
Eucharistic Service, marking 
the One Year in office of  
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
led administration, held at the 
Heroes Square, Owerri, on 
S u n d a y,  f r o w n e d  t h a t 
"wickedness and evil deeds 
h a v e  b e e n  a r r o g a n t l y 
promoted and defended in 
var ious  quar te rs.  Thus, 
bickering, attacks and counter 
attacks, intermediate wars 
have spread across Nigeria" 
which is on the verge of  
collapse.

Obinna while stressing that 
God loves every person, every 
nation who "need to redouble 
our commitment to God- to 
like light instead of  the 
d a r k n e s s " ,  a d m o n i s h e d 
leaders to allow the light of  
Christ to shine in them so that 
they lead well and thereby 
harnessing peace, progress 
and prosperity of  the society.

Frowning against security 
challenges and suffering in 
Nigeria, the Senate President 
AIhaji Ahmed Lawan assured 
the governor and APC of  the 
support of  the Senate.

He eulogized Uzodimma 
on good governance and 
wished Imo people well.

ouths of  old Akabo, Ycomprising Akabo 
and Abazu, as well 

as market women from the 

area, on Friday, gathered at 
Orie Akabo where they 
raised their voices in prayer, 
r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  o n 
persecutors of  Hon. (Amb.) 
Uche Ogbuagu, member 
representing Ikeduru in Imo 
State House of  Assembly.

The youths and women 
g r o u p s  u s e d 
substances/objects/instituti
ons such as; water, market, 
expressway and sand as 
universal symbols that will 
rise against any one bent on 
persecuting Uche Ogbuagu 
because of  his good works 
and stance against obnoxious 
policies that are against the 
masses.

T h e y  c a l l e d  o n  t h e 
speaker of  Imo State House 
of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. Paul 
Emeziem to immediately 
halt any further probe of   
Ogbuagu, threatening that 
further persecution of  their 
House member could attract 
unfavorable consequences 
from youths of  Akabo and 
entire Imo State, who are 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  h i s 
magnanimity and masses 

oriented leadership.
In a press release signed 

by Prince Norris Nwansi, 
Convener and Comrade 
Noble Ewurum, Secretary of  
the youth group, they called 
on leadership of  the House 
n o t  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  
p e r s e c u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r 
lawmaker which they termed 
unwarranted.

The youths and women 
g roups  sa id  they  have 
enquired from Ogbuagu to 
know if  he committed any 
c r i m i n a l  o f f e n c e  t h a t 
wa r r a n t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t 
persecution and the answer 
from him was capital 'NO', 
even as their investigation 
proved that he was being 
persecuted just for speaking 
up against injustice.

T h e y  r e c o u n t e d 
numerous achievements of  
Uche Ogbuagu such as; first 
road built with interlock in 
the area, construction of  
Orie Akabo, Nkwo Imo, Orie 
Umueze market ,  a l l  in 
Ikeduru and Afo Nnudo 
market in Mbieri, Mbaitolu 

LGA. They also mentioned 
the ongoing construction of  
Iho sports stadium, ongoing 
construction of  Ikeduru 
H i g h  C o u r t ,  b r i d g e 
construction, donation of  
transformers, drilling of  
boreholes,  a l l  by Uche 
Ogbuagu.

Other achievements of  
Uche Ogbuagu mentioned 
by the group included; 
Empowerment of  women 
with soft loans, sponsoring 
youths abroad for various 
sports development. They 
also mentioned that Uche 
Ogbuagu has sponsored 
quite a number of  motions 
and bills in the House that 
have impacted positively on 
the lives of  Imolites.

Adding her voice, leader 
of  the market women, Mrs 
Maryjane Ejiofor, prayed 
God to intervene in the 
situation, calling on all those 
who are ganging up against 
their  house member to 
retrace their steps, to avoid 
attracting God's wrath.

The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria, Uratta Parish, Orji Congregation gave out gift items to some 
widows in the church to mark the 2021 mothering Sunday celebration

Akabo youths, women drum 
support for Uche Ogbuagu 

By Uzoma Ogoke

Focus on good 
governance, Osibanjo 
charges Uzodimma 
By Jennifer John

he Catholic Laity 

TCouncil of  Nigeria, 
( C LC NA D )  h a s 

flagged off  its laity week as 
p a r t  o f  i t s  a n n u a l 
celebration.

The event which started 
with a pontifical mass at the 
St. Mary's Catholic Parish, 
Awka, on Sunday by His 
L o r d s h i p  M o s t  R e v 
Paulinus C. Ezeokafor, 
Catholic Bishop of  Awka 
Diocese is expected to 
commence in different 
parishes from Sunday 14th 
and end on Sunday, 21st 
2021.

T h e  B i s h o p  w h i l e 
declaring the laity week 
open called on religious 
f a i t h f u l ,  t o  f o c u s  o n 
improving their spiritual life 
especially during this period 
of  hardship and use the 
opportunity to shine as the 
light of  the world.  

Speak ing  dur ing  the 
welcome address presented 
by the president, Awka 
Diocesan Laity Council, 
Hon Joseph Igwebuike said 
the theme for the 2021 Laity 
Week Reflection tagged "the 
Word of  God; Dependable 

Light and Hope of  Survival 
in Adversity" was properly 
c h o s e n  b a s e d  o n  t h e 
situation in Nigeria, where 
k idnapp ing,  band i t r y, 
insurgency, killing, rape, etc 
is the order of  the day.

H e  c a l l e d  o n  a l l 
parishioners to be alive to 
the opportunities provided 
by this year's laity week to 
mobilize and educate the 
people as well as to raise 
fund for  the  on-going 
secretarial project.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e 

Committee Chairman, Mr 

John Chidiebere Nwafor 

noted that the manuals for 

the laity week teaching have 

been made available to 

different parishes adding 

t h a t  t h e  p a r i s h e s  a r e 

expected to visit orphanage 

homes, correctional centres 

to give what was collected as 

part of  the alms giving 

during the Lenten season.

Present at the ceremony 

were laity council members 

from Ekwulobia, Ukpor, 

N i s e  a n d  I f i t e d u n u , 

Amawbia deanery and top 

government officials among 

others.

Catholic Diocesan Council 
flags-off Laity Week in Awka
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

eneral  Manager, 

GImo State Concorde 
Hotel and Casino, 

Eziada Ngozi Nwaizu has 
applauded Imo governor 
Senator Hope Uzodimma for 
h i s  i n s i g h t f u l  g o o d 
governance to the people of  
Imo State during his one year 
in office.

Applauding the governor 

for embarking on numerous 
life changing projects in the 
State, Nwaizu said that the 
people witnessed a drastic 
t u r n  a r o u n d  i n  g o o d 
gover nance,  which was 
g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  t h e 
achievement of  a developed 
city to reposition the State of  
our collective dream.

She stated this in Owerri 

recently while felicitating 
with the governor on his 
successful one year in office

The hospitality magnate, 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e 
gover nment  of  Senator 
Uzodimma has done well to 
clear some of  the mess 
orchestrated by the previous 
administration by engaging 
reputable road construction 
companies to tackle the 

deplorable conditions of  Imo 
roads.

This she claimed have 
rece ived accolades  and 
c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f r o m 
Imolites as more than 45 
roads are currently awarded 
u n d e r g o i n g  o n g o i n g 
reconstruction exercise and 
more than 10 delivered 
including.

These  inc lude  Ower r i 
Relief  Market , Chukwuma 
Nwaoha, Dick Tiger, Item 
Street roads. Others are Imo 
Teaching Hospital road in 
Orlu Council Area,  Awo 
omama Okwudor roads are 
ongoing and many more.

On the area of  health, 
N w a i z u  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
governor as a magician who 
knows the right keys on the 

diseases prevention strategy 
that made the Covid-19 a 
non-issue in the state even 
when the whole world are 
b e i n g  r a v a g e d  a n d 
t r a u m a t i z e d  b y  t h e 
pandemic. Imo State remains 
safe and far safer than many 
other states in Nigeria. 

On  secur i ty,  she  sa id 
governor Uzodimma has 
done marvelously well to 
curb insecurity in the state 
even when his administration 
w a s  f a c e d  w i t h  m o r e 
turbulent security challenges 
ranging from the Covid-19 to 
E n d s a r s  a n d  t h e  O r l u 
Shootings the gover nor 
remained undaunted to 
t a c k l e  t h e  i s s u e s 
systematically.

Imo Concorde GM 
applauds Uzodimma 
on one year in office 
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Cover
he chancel lor  and Tfounder of  Gregory 
Univers i ty,  Utur u, 

Prof  Gregory Ibe has said that 
an Igbo man would make a 
better president if  elected in 
2023.

Speaking exclusively to 
News Echo at his home town, 
Uturu, he noted that there 
should be no apprehension in 
the Igbo man becoming the 
pres ident  o f  Niger ia  as 
according to him, other ethnic 
groups will benefit more from 
the emergence of  a president 
of  South East extraction. 

He noted that “the Igbo man 
would not create war. He will 
reintegrate and bring every 
other ethnic group into the 
fabrics of  Nigeria”. He said 
that Igbo must not shy away 
from promoting their rights of  
leadership in Nigeria, adding 
that there is no better time for 
the Igbo man to be president 
than now.

He hinted that if  Igbo man 
becomes the president, ninety 
percent of  other ethnic groups 
will be better for it, stressing 
that the more 'you avoid the 
Igbo man being the president, 
the more you create chances of  
disintegration'. He insisted 
that it is only the Igbo man that 
respects and will keep the 
sanctity and unity of  Nigeria.

Ibe hinted that the Igbo man 
when elected as president of  
Nigeria will offer resounding 
leadership that the world will 
be proud of, adding that it is a 
goal that must be achieved. He 
said that he has spoken with 
leaders from other zones and 
they have subscribed to the fact 
that Igbo man should be 
president of  Nigeria in 2023.

He advised that personal 
interests within the zone must 
be compressed to achieve the 
g o a l  o f  t h e  I g b o  m a n 
becoming the number one 
citizen of  Nigeria.  He urged 
all other zones to work for the 
actualization of  the Igbo man 
becoming the president of  
N i g e r i a  f o r  a  u n i t e d , 
indivisible country. 

T h e  f o u n d e r  e q u a l l y 
commended the fruitful efforts 
of  Governor Okezie Ikpeazu 
in developing as well as 
growing Small and Medium 
Scale Enterprise (SME) in 
Abia State. According to him,  
“The governor dresses almost 
all the time in Made in Aba 

clothes and shoes, so, he is also 
an ambassador of  Made in 
A b a ,  w h e t h e r  h e  i s  i n 
government or outside the 
government. The history of  
Abia State in terms of  Made in 
Aba wil l  not  be wri t ten 
without his name. We have 
checked it, we believe that 
these successes will have a 
manifold gain to our state that 
is more of  entrepreneurial in 
nature”.

H e  l a u d e d  G o v e r n o r 
Ikpeazu's vision in attracting 
investors to the state which 
ultimately led to the ranking of  
Abia by National Bureau of  
Statistics as the third best in 
foreign direct investment state 
in  2020.  Ibe  sa id,  “The 
performance of  our governor, 
bearing in mind the available 
of  money in his kitty to handle 
the state is commendable”.  

Continuing  he noted that 

Ibe,  “We are ready to keep 
supporting the Governor to 
make sure that our party 
becomes number one and 
maintain the number one 
lead”.

Ibe, who also is a Consultant 
of  ECOWAS Commission for 
15 countries, emphasized the 
need for Abians to come back 
home and invest, revealing 
t h a t  h e  i nve s t e d  i n  h i s 
hometown and  S ta te  to 
contribute to the development 
of  Abia State. “If  God has 
made you an Abian, the best 
thing to do is to do something 
for Abia so that God will keep 
blessing you. I have chosen to 
do my things for Abia and I 
know that what I am doing, 
God is also blessing me”, he 
enthused.

H e  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  h i s 
university Gregory University 
has employed more that 1000 

staff, majority of  whom are 
f rom Abia  S ta te.  Whi le 
a p p r e c i a t i n g  G o ve r n o r 
Ikpeazu for his efforts in 
bringing Enyimba Economic 
City and his infrastructural 
developmental strides in Aba, 
Ibe called on the citizenry to 
stop messing up the drainage 
systems in all the roads built. 
He added that citizens should 
be warned through advocacy 
to maintain and protect what 
the governor had initiated in 
the state.

He reiterated his earlier call 
that only skill based education 
c o u l d  s o l v e  N i g e r i a ' s 
unemployment problem. He 
said, “My target is human 
capi ta l  deve lopment ,  to 
develop my home town and 
m y  s t a t e .  S o  a n y b o d y 
anywhere who does not feel 
that he should develop his 
home town, village and state, 
will never have money. If  you 

don ' t  speak  abou t  your 
community or your state, don't 
e x p e c t  a n y b o d y  f r o m 
anywhere to talk about it. I 
developed Abuja. I used to go 
from one bush to the other and 
Abuja today is a heaven in 
terms of  development and is a 
town, why will I be alive and 
al low my community to 
remain the same old natural 
habitat when I know I can do 
something.  So I came here 
and built this university single-
handedly without any debt to 
the bank, no collaboration 
with anybody except my God 
almighty. So I owe nobody.  
Whatever you see today is and 
whatever you see along the 
E nu g u  -  Po r t  H a r c o u r t 
Expressway, my Teaching 
Hospital and whatever I have 
done in Umuahia, all of  them 
are God given money”.

He added, “What we are 
trying to do is to combine 
theory with practical, train my 
scholars so that when they go 
to the industry nobody will ask 
them, 'Do you know how to 
use this machine? We're proud 
of  what we have now. We have 
the best laboratory in Nigeria. 
Well equipped. Nobody beats 
us. We run 10 colleges, 62 
courses and we're not even 
afraid of  anybody in Nigeria 
because we're solid and ready. 
We have the best radiology 
department in Nigeria, we 
h av e  t h e  b e s t  g e o l o g y 
department in Nigeria, if  
anybody tells you he has the 
best, then the person is joking.  
I'm doing projects and I'm 
trying to do best practices. The 
only thing that is in my brain is 
best practices. If  it's not right, 
it's not right at all. 

"So I create the environment 
for people to succeed and I 
want to demystify the eventual 
scenarios that it is difficult for 
you to do a business or do this 
and that. Here, we teach you 
that it's possible to do whatever 
thing you ever taught of. 
Again, note if  you dream and 
your dream doesn't scare you, 
you've not started.  So, when 
you wake up from the dream, 
you should be like wow! 
What's this? Once you dream 
and get scared of  how to 
achieve that dream, pursue it, 
you'll arrive somewhere. Don't 
be scared of  making a move to 
pursue your dreams. For me, 
I've visualized how Nigeria 
can be the best and I've been 
pursuing it since I started." 

Make Igbo president and Nigeria will be 
better – Gregory University Founder, Ibe
By Chigozie Uzosike
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n the past 20 years, there Ihas been no significant 
improvement  in  the 

number of  firms that are 
quoted on the Nigerian 
capital market, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
has said.

I t  s a i d  t h i s  w h i l e 
ana lys ing  the  Niger ian 
capital market in its report on 
Financing Nigeria's Budget 
and Infrastructure Deficits 
through the Capital Market, 

he continued fall of  Tt h e  n a i r a  a t  t h e 
parallel market and 

Investors' and Exporters' 
(I&E) Forex window has 
been linked to currency 
speculators hoarding dollars 
to profit from the currency 
crisis.

The naira was recently 
exchanging at N485/$1 at the 

parallel market and N415/ $1 
at the I&E Forex window, 
dashing expectations that the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria's 
implementation of  the new 
'Naira for Dollar Scheme” 
will strengthen the local 
currency.

President, Association of  
B u r e a u x  D e  C h a n g e 
O p e r a t o r s  o f  N i g e r i a 

(ABCON), Aminu Gwadabe, 
confirmed the development.

He said the Central Bank 
of  Nigeria (CBN)-licenced 
Bureaux De Change (BDC) 
operators will not stand by 
and watch the currency 
business derailed by currency 
speculators and black market 
d e a l e r s  w h o  a r e  n o t 
answerable to any authority.

He said the BDCs will 
support the apex bank in 
tackling forex spectators to 
bring about exchange rate 
stability.

The CBN had promised 
that the new policy would 
provide Nigerians in the 
Diaspora with cheaper and 
more convenient ways of  
sending  remi t tances  to 
Nigeria.

The policy, which gives N5 
rebate for every $1 sent by 
Nigerians in diaspora to the 
country, will be paid directly 
t o  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e 
benef ic iar ies,  fol lowing 
receipt of  the remittance 
inflows.

improved in 20 years. But 
there are periods of  increased 
capitalisation, for example, 
currently.

“(This is) coming largely 
from the ability to attract 
larger firms, for example, 

 t o t a l  o f  1 , 8 7 7 

Aorganisations got the 
National Pension 

Commission's clearance for 
getting appropriate pension 

and insurance covers for their 
employees in the fourth 
quarter of  2020.

This qualifies them to do 
business with the Federal 

Government.
This commission disclosed 

this  in i ts  repor t  t i t led 
' I s s u a n c e  o f  p e n s i o n 
clearance certificates' for the 
f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  r e p o r t 
o b t a i n e d  b y  o u r 
correspondent on Friday.

Part of  the report read, 
“The commission received a 
total of  1,900 applications 
f r o m  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r 
organisations for the issuance 
o f  p e n s i o n  c l e a r a n c e 
certificates.

“Out of  this number, PCCs 
w e r e  i s s u e d  t o  1 , 8 7 7 
organisa t ions  whi le  23 
applications were declined 
due to  inabi l i ty  of  the 
organisations to meet the 
requirements for issuance of  
certificates.

“The records show that a 
total sum of  N9.88bn was 
remitted into the Retirement 
Savings Accounts of  41,923 
employees of  the 1,877 
organisations.”

PenCom in its compliance 
guidelines for life insurance 
policy for employees and 
submission of  insurance 
c e r t i f i c a t e  i s s u e d  t o 
e m p l o y e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t 
companies  that  had no 
insurance covers for their 
workers would no longer be 
a l l o w e d  t o  d o  a n y 
government business.

It noted that the regulations 
would be in addition to 
ensuring that the companies 
had appropriate pension 
accounts for the workers.

market, as it stressed that the 
capital  market required 
growth.

The SEC said, “(When) 
compared to many markets 
we may consider as peers or 
targets, Nigeria market is still 

which was obtained in Abuja 
on Friday.

In an analysis of  the 
relative size of  the country's 
capital market, the SEC, 
however, stated that despite 
the insignificance in the 
number of  listed firms, the 
market had recorded some 
pe r iods  o f  apprec iab le 
capitalisation.

The commission said, 
“(The) number of  listed firms 
h ave  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t ly 

Dangote,  MTN, etc,  or 
increase in valuation.”

It stated that the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange was still 
small when matched against 
its peers across the globe.

This, it said, was due to 
less number of  listings on the 

r e la t ive ly  sma l l .  Low 
market capitalisation ratio 
and few listing.”

The commission called 
fo r  more  inves tor s  to 
participate in the market.

No significant improvement in
capital market’s listed firms — SEC

BDCs link N485/$1
naira crash to forex
speculators 

1,877 firms get PenCom's clearance 

Nigerian capital market floorNigerian capital market floorNigerian capital market floor



Monday, March 15, 2021 Page 12

Cr   me Watch

ouths of  Anaku in YAyamelum Local 
Government Area 

of  Anambra State have 

A
 43-year-old wife, 
Bisola Awodele, is 
in police custody 

for allegedly bathing her 
husband, Peter Phillips, 
with hot water, leaving him 
with grievous body injuries.

The woman was arrested 
following a report by the 
husband at Sango-Ota Area 
Command on March 8.

Philips was said to have 

ran to the station with first 
degree burns on his body, 
reporting that his wife had 
“accused him of  getting 
dr unk af ter  which she 
picked a pot containing 
already boiled water and 
emptied it on his body.”

The Ogun State police 
image maker, Abimbola 
Oyeyemi, told newsmen on 
Sunday  tha t  the  Area 

C o m m a n d e r ,  A C P 
Muhideen Obe, quickly 
ordered his JWC section to 
“effect the arrest of  the 
murderous woman.”

On interrogation, the 
suspect told the police that 
her husband was fond of  
coming home drunk always 
w i t h o u t  c o n t r i b u t i n g 
anything to the welfare of  
her and the children.

“She said on that fateful 
day, the husband came 
home drunk as usual and 
while she was complaining 
a b o u t  h i s  a c t s  o f  
dr unkenness,  the  man 
started insulting her and her 
parents which infuriated 
her, consequent upon which 
she poured the hot water on 
his body,”

According to Oyeyemi, a 
preliminary investigation 

had revealed that the 
w o m a n ,  o u t  o f  
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  h a d 
killed a baby she gave 
birth to about eight 
m o n t h s  a g o  a n d 
secretly buried the 
body.

It was learnt that 
the  inves t iga t ing 
team had since taken 
her to the secret grave 
of  the baby, where 
t h e  c a r c a s s  w a s 
exhumed.

The husband is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  b e 
recuperating at the 
General Hospital, 
Ota at the moment.

of  kidnappings along the 
Adani-Kogi highway, in the 
community.

A source among the 

weekend to protest the latest 
incident of  kidnapping, 
w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  a n 
undisclosed number of  
persons on Friday.

The source said, “The 
youths of  the area expressed 

a s a r a w a  P o l i c e 

Ncommand said it has 
ar rested one Mrs 

Sewuese Humba for allegedly 
stealing a four-month-old baby 
boy in Karu local government 
area of  the state.

The Police public relations 
officer (PPRO), ASP Ramham 
Nansel stated in a statement at 
the weekend in Lafia.

He said the arrest of  the 
suspect followed a complaint 
by the mother of  the baby, Mrs 
Queen Moses, at a police 

station, alleging her child was 
taken away while sleeping.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
statement, the police trailed 
the suspect, who was arrested 
in Adikpo, Kwande local 
government area of  Benue 
State while the baby was 
recovered from her and taken 
to a hospital for immediate 
examination.

He said the suspect would 
be charged to court upon the 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e 
investigation.

protested the activities of  
Fulani herdsmen in the 
area, saying the herders 
were responsible for a series 

protesting youths said they 
came out in their numbers 
on the federal highway in 
the community at the 

sadness over the recent incident and 
promised not to rest until the 
kidnapped persons were released.

“The security agents in the area 
led by DPO of  Anaku Divisional 
Police in Ayamelum LGA, CSP 
Chukwunonso was also there. He 
addressed the youths, promising not 
to rest until the situation is brought 
under control. He also advised the 
community to maintain calm and 
continue with their lawful activities 
as the issue is being taken care of.”

The protest it was gathered also 
attracted the attention of  the 
Speaker of  Anambra State House 
of  Assembly, Rt. Hon. Uche Victor 
Okafor, who addressed the youths, 
condemning the current spate of  
kidnapping along the road.

Our source said, “You may be 
here in Awka, without knowing the 
high level of  kidnapping by Fulani 
herdsmen,  happening in the 
hinterlands in Anambra State. The 
current kidnapping took place on 
12/ 3/ 2021.

“This infuriated some youths, 
and they (youths of  Anaku) and the 
vigilante group members and other 
security agents had to team up to go 
into the forest in search of  those 
who were kidnapped and to secure 
the area to avoid such activities 
again. It is very disheartening,” He 
said.

When the Public Relations 
Officer of  the Anambra State Police 
C o m m a n d ,  C S P  H a r u n a 
Mohammed was reached for 
comments on the protest, calls to his 
cell phone rang without a response.

Anambra community youths protest
alleged criminal activities,
kidnapping by herdsmen

Wife pours hot water on
husband for getting drunk

Woman arrested for
allegedly stealing
four-month-old baby

Anaku youths during the protest

Philips, the victimPhilips, the victimPhilips, the victimAwodele, the aggressorAwodele, the aggressorAwodele, the aggressor Mrs Humba with the stolen babyMrs Humba with the stolen babyMrs Humba with the stolen baby
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arket lane is our new Mpackage that keeps a 
tab on the activities 

of  the markets in Igbo nation. 
C o m m e r c e  i s  a  m a j o r 
occupation of  Ndigbo and 
requires every support to make 
it grow. In this maiden edition 
we are beaming our search light 
on Eziukwu market. Nonye 
U d u m i r i ,  o u r  A b a 
correspondents captured it as it 
is.

The Eziukwu Road Market 
in Aba South LGA of  Abia 
S ta te  does  not  need  any 
introduction for people in 
Enyimba Ci ty.  I t  i s  ver y 
accessible on both road and rail, 
as it is strategically located on 
the railway track linking Aba, 
Enugu, Abakiliki, and Port 
Harcourt to Maiduguri. 

Based on popular assertion, 
it is the second largest market 
behind Ariaria and the third best 
in Aba. The Eziukwu Market is 
the number one in the entire 
Aba, when one is looking out 
for provisions, cosmetics, 
toiletries, drinks, stockfish, 
foodstuffs and stationary, 
groceries to buy.  

We beamed our torch on the 
market to ascer tain much 
information that customers 
who come to Aba from across 
all parts of  Nigeria will find very 
useful  before visi t ing the 
market.

However, before moving 
s t r a i g h t  t o  t h a t  u s e f u l 
information, which includes; 
where to get whatever one 
wants within the market and 
how to access the market from 
outside Aba, it is expedient we 
look into the history of  this 
great market.

History of  the market:
A renowned businessman and 
Secretary of  Eziukwu Road 
Market, Hon. Chief  Chimaobi 
Nkaru took News Echo down 
memory lane, as he narrated 
how the market began and the 
reason behind the double names 
it bears till today (Eziukwu 
Road Market and Cemetery 
Market).

According to Nkaru, "The 
construction of  Eziukwu Road 
Marke t  s t a r t ed  a f t e r  the 
unfortunate inferno at Ekeoha 
Market in 1976. It is because of  

that inferno; many Ekeoha 
traders were displaced and were 
selling on the streets. 

"As government was making 
arrangements to build a new 
market at current Ariaria 
International Market that 
wasn't in existence as at then, 
the traders occupied streets 
closer to Ekeoha Market.

" T h e  a f f e c t e d  s t r e e t s 
includes; Cameroun road, 
Market road, Tenant road and 
other adjoining roads. They 
were selling there because they 
couldn't get a place to display 
their goods at the already burnt 
Ekeoha. Government of  the 
t h e n  o l d  A b a  L o c a l 
Government decided it wise to 
build another market here. This 
place used to be Cemetery.

"So, the Local Government 
Administrator then, Anthony 
Or j iaku,  with one of  his 
lieutenants, Jerry Eze, came 
into this place, started building 
it to accommodate traders who 
could not get a place to stay after 
the Ekeoha Market inferno. 

"This market was completed 
in 1987 and when it was done, 
street traders were directed and 
possibly forced to move into this 
place. At that beginning, it was 

all about Cemetery Market, but 
at a point when people out of  
fear started saying they were 
seeing ghost and all that. So we 
had to pray.

"That was when one the men 
of  God that came to the market 
for the prayers, the late Owen 
A z u b u i k e  o f  A n g l i c a n 
Communion said that from that 
day henceforth, this place will 
no longer be called Cemetery 
Market. 

"He said it should rather be 
called Eziukwu Road Market. 
That was how the new name 
came in. As you can see or 
already know, many still call it 
Cemetery Market up till today."

Accessibility to the market:
As one of  the biggest markets in 
Aba, News Echo tried to verify 
the accessibility of  the market 
for customers coming from 
outside Aba and discovered that 
there are many routes to the 
market.

Speaking to our man on 
accessibility of  the market, 
Hon. Matthew Ugwoke, the 
Chairman of  Eziukwu Road 
Market said that under the 
current administration of  
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu, issue 

of  accessibility has improved 
drastically.

"With what is going on now 
in Aba right now in terms of  
road constructions, it's difficult 
to give just a single direction to 
Eziukwu Market  because 
everywhere is becoming lively 
and motorable again after many 
years.

"However, if  one is coming 
from Lagos, Kano, Kaduna, 
Sokoto, Enugu, Onitsha in fact, 
customer coming through 
Owerri or Umuahia, just stops 
at Aba Main Park. From Aba 
Park, it is not more than 10 
minutes drive to Cemetery road 
t h r o u g h  n u m b e r - 1  P o r t 
Harcourt road, which is the end 
of  Asa road as well that easily 
links customers to the Eziukwu 
Road Market. 

"Again, they can decide to 
avoid Aba Main Park and move 
through the newly constructed 
Eziukwu road which will soon 
get to the market. That road is 
straight to the market without 
cut t ing  a t  any d i rec t ion. 
Customers from the above 
mentioned states can also join 
through Brass Junction, move 
to the newly rehabilitated 
Okigwe road, join through 

Osusu and Cemetery road and 
get here."

Ugwoke also gave directions 
for customers coming from Port 
Harcourt and Bayelsa State, 
adding that they can enter 
Eziukwu Road Market through 
Faulks road linking through 
Osusu which directly links to 
Cemetery road down to the 
railway.

" S o o n ,  I  k n o w  o u r 
customers from Bayelsa and 
Port Harcourt will start joining 
straight from Port Harcourt 
road straight into Cemetery 
road because serious work is 
ongoing there.

"Those coming from Cross 
River and Akwa-Ibom State can 
easily join us through Ogbor-
Hill, via East Street through 
Azikiwe road and Asa road 
straight through Cemetery road 
or pass through school road to 
Eziukwu road as well.

" W h e n  N g w a  r o a d  i s 
completed as we are seeing now, 
the Akwa-Ibom State customers 
can also come from Aba-
Opobo-Azumini Highway, link 
through Emelogu road.

"From Emelogu, they will 

Eziukwu Road Market Aba:
Where hard-work, industry,
determination turn poor to rich

Continues on pg. 14

By Nonye Udumiri 

Eziukwu Road Market warehouseEziukwu Road Market warehouseEziukwu Road Market warehouse
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move through the Orji Uzor-
Kalu Bridge, get to Ngwa road 
and drive straight to Eziukwu 
road Market crossing the Good 
Morning Market and Ahia-
Ohuru on their way. So, the 
market is accessible. It's no 
longer hidden thanks to Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu, he stated 
again"

Parts of the market and 
g o o d s  t o  b u y :

Breaking down the parts of  the 
markets to our correspondent 
and the types of  goods found in 
each part, Nkaru said the 
Eziukwu Road Market  i s 
partitioned into 28 Zones, with 
over 50 lines.

He went ahead to classify the 
market into two major parts of  
Private Park Session and the 
Main Gate Session which are 
the parts that accommodate the 
28 Zones and over 50 lines at the 
Eziukwu Road Market.

He said, "We have the 
Private Park Session. This 
Private Park Session is made up 
of  many Zones like Zone: 1, 20, 
10, 17 and 24 and the other 
private plazas attached. 

"What the major thing 
customers can get from all these 
zones listed under the Private 
Park is provisions because that 
is where wholesale provisions 
are sold in this market. 

"There are also other articles 
and essentials but wholesale 
p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  t h e i r 
specialization in the above listed 
zones under the Private Park 
Session."

Explaining further, Nkaru 
said, "We also have the Main 
Gate Session that includes 
many zones like: zone 2 where 
you have artisans like people 
producing waterproof, people 
who also sell articles and those 
who sell wrappers. 

"Another zone in this Main 
Gate Session is zone 3. Here is 
predominantly occupied by 
those who sell cosmetics and 
retail provisions. Remember, 
I've talked about wholesale 
provisions zone, this one now is 
about retail provisions and 
c o s m e t i c s.  H oweve r,  i t ' s 
predominantly a cosmetic zone.

"From there you move to 
Zone-4 which is a livestock 
zone. Things like chicken, 
pigeon, dogs, cat, lizard in fact 
anything animal (livestock). 

Although there are people 
selling foodstuffs around the 
z o n e ,  b u t  l i v e s t o c k  i s 
predominantly the general thing 
there."

Going further, the Scribe 
said that Zone-5 of  the Eziukwu 
Road Market is all about yams. 
"Yes, some people are selling 
foodstuffs to complement things 
there, but Zone-5 is where 
traders who go to the Northern 
part of  Nigeria to buy yams and 
sell stay. If  you want yam in 
wholesale and retail, you'll get 
them all in Zone-5."

He also said that Zone-6, is 
where stockfish dealers stay and 
where any form of  stockfish, 
whether in bags, wholesale, 
retail whatever it may be that 
has to do with stockfish can be 
bought. The market leader, 
however, explained that in 
Zone-7, goods available for 
customers are mixed up, as one 
can virtually get whatever he 
wants to buy provided he 
searches properly because the 
zone is located on the road. 

According to him, "The 
medical group or medicine 
dealers are in Zone-8, 25 and 
some parts of  Zone-21. In Zone-
9 and15 what you will get there 
is mainly sack bags. The sack 
bag dealers own those two 
zones. 

"If  you go to Zone-23 what 
you get there is foodstuffs retail 
sellers and whatever you want to 
use for your cooking."

H e  c o n c l u d e d  t h e 
description by saying that Zone-
26 is  where one can buy 
anything rubber products like 
slippers, sandals, and any plastic 
product. While Zone-12 and 27 
are usually for those who deal 
on fairly used wears.

Impact of the market to 
A b i a  e c o n o m y

Ugwoke described the Eziukwu 
Road Market as centre for all job 
minus trading which is the main 
thing people believe going on in 
the market.

"With Eziukwu Market 
functioning to its expected level, 
many idle hands will get busy. In 
fact, this place is creating jobs 
for people not just traders. Both 
the educated and uneducated 
are accommodated here. You 
can see banks around; you can 
see people who do adverts and 
shows for products. 

"See the drivers, see the 
loaders, see the truck pushers, 

everybody is busy. Governor 
Ikpeazu is always talking about 
making trade and commerce 
better in Abia and Eziukwu 
road Market is an evidence of  
that talk. People feed from here.

"For our customers out 
there, please find your way to 
Aba, visi t  Eziukwu Road 
Market and buy whatever you 
want. We'll serve you well 
because, we always believe that 
w i t h o u t  o u r  c u s t o m e r s , 
Enyimba City is nothing."

S p e a k i n g  o n  m a r k e t 
leadership, Ugwoke thanked 
the Governor, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu and his wife Deaconess 
Nkechi Ikpeazu for making it 
possible for him to be the 
Chairman of  the market. 

"I'm grateful and I'm leading 
with the fear of  God and in 
obedience with the law of  the 
land. The state government 
does not treat us like traders. 
They treat us like citizens who 
are investing for the growth of  
the state and also making ends 
meet lawfully. We're very happy 
and that's why you see everyone 
doing their businesses without 
any complaint. 

" S i n c e  I  c a m e  i n  a s 
Chairman, my co-traders are 
happy. There has never been any 

problem here because the 
government is always listening 
to us and solving our problem. 
T h e r e  i s  n o  s i n g l e 
discrimination here. 

"My message to customers 
out there is to come and see with 
their eyes. Aba has regained her 
lost glory. This is a city of  pride 
for Ndigbo and Governor 
Ikpeazu has finally given all 
Igbo something to cherish."

Challenges and potentials: 
M r.  Fe r d ina nd  O b i ,  a 

provision dealer said that the 
major problem or challenge the 
market has faced for many years 
is bad roads leading to it. He 
however said that things are 
i m p r o v i n g  b e y o n d  h i s 
expectations.

"If  anybody had told me that 
I'll see a government trying 
seriously to open up Eziukwu 
Road for business, I'll doubt it. 
It's more than 25 years that road 
has been blocked for use. 

"It's the easiest link into this 
market. We've suffered, we've 
cried, we've prayed for years, but 
God has decided to answer us. 
At a point I planned relocating 
to another city, but having 
stayed in Aba all my life it was 
difficult. 

"See, there was a time when 
all the roads leading to this 
market were all dead. Honestly, 
I commend this government for 
their efforts. Abia Internally 
G e n e r a t e d  Reve nu e  w i l l 
improve once the Governor 
completes what he's doing on 
Eziukwu and Cemetery road."

Also adding his voice on 
challenges, the Secretary said, 
"It wasn't too smooth before. As 
you can see, businesses are 
moving well because of  the kind 
of  government we now have in 
Abia. Roads leading to our 
markets are all opening up after 
several years of  neglect. 

"Our Governor Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu is doing marvelously 
well. You can go out there and 
see how all the links into this 
market are being fixed without 
d e l a y .  E z i u k w u  r o a d 
construction is approaching this 
market just as the governor 
assured us the day he was 
commissioning Milverton road, 
Ojike Lane and the first phase of  
Eziukwu road. 

"You can see what he's doing 
on Ngwa road which connects 
us with Ahia-Ohuru, you can 
see what he's doing at Cemetery 
road, another road linking to 
this market! 

"Those are just few out many 
good things the governor is 
doing to ensure things move 
w e l l  f o r  u s .  We ' l l  k e e p 
supporting him in whatever 
future ambition he has because 
he has done well and is still 
doing marvelously well."

Nneamaka Ojiakor, a dealer 
on cosmetics said that aside bad 
roads,  which the  cur rent 
administration is fixing rapidly, 
another problem within the 
market that posed a challenge 
was that of  multiple taxation.

"There was a time when 
you'll be made to pay same 
levies with different names. 
However, this government came 
and harmonized everything 
making it easier now. You know 
most traders aren't educated 
and when clever people see 
such, they take advantage of  it 
to separate names of  things that 
means actually the same. 

“However, since some years 
now, it has been corrected and 
everybody is happy. It's difficult 
to do business when you're not 
happy, but if  my customers will 
come, buy, I make money, pay 
necessary levies and enjoy my 
profit why should I not be 
happy? We thank God people 
w i t h  h u m a n  h e a r t s  a r e 
listening."

...Where hard work, industry,
determination turn poor to rich
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hirteen of  Nigeria's Tcurrent 44 ministers 
graduated from the 

Ahmadu Bello University, 
an extensive review of  their 
official resumes have shown.
A PREMIUM TIMES ' 
review of  the details further 
s h ow s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  1 3 
obtained only their first 
degrees from the 58-year-old 
institution formerly named 
the University of  Northern 
Nigeria.

The only exemption is the 
Minister of  the Federal 
C a p i t a l  T e r r i t o r y , 
Muhammad Bello, who 
bagged both a bachelor's and 
master's degree in business 
administration from the 
university, in 1980 and 1987 
respectively, after which he 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e 
International University of  
Africa, Sudan, in 1994.

The Minister of  State for 
E nv i r o n m e n t ,  S h a r o n 
Ikpeazu, on her part, went to 
ABU for IJMB in 1981.

T h e  a l u m n i  o f  t h e 
un ive r s i ty  inc lude  the 
Minister of  Education, 
Adamu Adamu; Ministry of  
State for Industry, Maryam 
Katagum; Minister of  State 
for Power, Goddy Jedy 
Agba; Minister of  Water 
R e s o u r c e s ,  S u l e i m a n 
A d a m u ;  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Finance, Zainab Ahmed; 
and Minister of  Agriculture, 
Sabo Nanono.

Others are Minister of  
Defence, Bashir Magashi; 
Minister of  State for the 
Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) Ramatu Ti j jani ; 
Minister of  State for Foreign 
A f f a i r s,  Z u b a i r  D a d a ; 
Minister of  Sports and 
Yo u t h  D e v e l o p m e n t , 
Sunday Dare; Minister of  
Police Affairs,  Maigari 
Dingyadi; and Minister of  
Humani ta r ian  Af fa i r s, 
Sadiya Faruk.

Nuhu Ibrahim, Ahmadu 
Bel lo  Univers i ty ' s  best 
graduating student in 2018 
a n d  o v e r a l l  b e s t 
valedictorian (4.94 CGPA) 
in the 58 years history of  the 
university, said this could be 
because of  ABU's long 
heritage and prestige. Mr 
Ibrahim is now studying for 
m a s t e r s  i n  a r t i f i c i a l 

intelligence at the University 
of  Manchester.

“The universities are super 
old and you would expect 
that they will have grown up 
past students,” Mr Ibrahim 
said over the telephone.

“I won't also deny the fact 
that graduating from some 
particular universities has a 
l i t t l e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e 
networking factor which has 
a further impact on overall 
success,” he added.

University of  Lagos placed 
second, with eight of  the 
nation's current ministers 
having obtained at least a 
degree from the university. 
Three of  them had their 
f o r m a t ive  e d u c a t i o n a l 
qua l i f i ca t ion  f rom the 
university, while the other 
five enrolled in the school for 
further studies.

Four  o ther  min i s t e r s 
attended the University of  
Jos, but only women affairs 
minister, Paulen Tallen, had 
her first degree, in sociology 
from the school after which 
she graduated from the John 
K e n n e d y  S c h o o l  o f  
Government in 2002. Emeka 
Nwajiuba, the minister of  
state for education, has a law 
PhD degree in view from the 
university.

Likewise, the University of  
Maiduguri has three alumni 
among the ministers. The 
University of  Benin, the 
University of  Port Harcourt, 
U s m a n u  D a n f o d i y o 
U n i v e r s i t y,  O b a f e m i 
Awolowo University and 
Ambrose Alli University 
e a c h  p r o d u c e d  t w o 
graduates among the current 
crop of  ministers.

The University of  Ibadan, 
the University of  Calabar, 
Imo State University, the 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e 
University of  Nigeria each 
have one ministerial alumni 
on their roll. Both President 
Muhammadu Buhari, who 
d o u b l e s  a s  p e t r o l e u m 
m i n i s t e r,  a n d  d e f e n c e 
minister  Bashir Magashi 
a t t ended  the  Nige r ian 
Defence Academy.

Although Mr Magashi 

wou ld  l a t e r  ob ta in  an 
advanced diploma in public 
administration at Ahmadu 
Bello University before 
studying law at the same 
universi ty in 1983,  Mr 
Buhari pursued his military 
career by attending Mons 
Of f i ce r  Cade t  Schoo l , 
Aldershot, UK, where he 
graduated from in January 
1963.  While  18 of  the 
ministers bagged various 
d e g r e e s  f r o m  f o r e i g n 
institutions, four of  them 
had their formative higher 
educational degrees from 
institutions outside the 
shores of  Nigeria.

Of  the  quar te t ,  s ta te 
transportation minister, 
Gbemisola Saraki, who 
holds a bachelor's degree in 
e c o n o m i c s  f r o m  t h e 
University of  Sussex Falmer 
i n  1 9 8 7 ,  h a d  a l l  h e r 
education outside Nigeria. 
For health minister, Osagie 
Ehanire, after completing his 
primary school education in 
Benin and secondary school 
in Ibadan, he proceeded to 
L u d w i g - M a x i m i l l i a n 
U n ive r s i t ä t  M ü n c h e n , 
Germany, to study medicine, 
and then to  the  Royal 
College of  Surgeon, Ireland, 
where he bagged a diploma 
in anaesthetics.

Environment minister 
Muhammad Mahmood, 
earned respective bachelor 
and master's degrees in 
microbiology in 1983 and 
resources management in 
1 9 8 5  f r o m  C e n t r a l 
Washington University. In 
1990, he bagged a PhD in 
watershed management 
from the University of  
Arizona.

Foreign minister Geoffrey 
O n y e a m a  e a r n e d  t w o 
bachelor's and master 's 
degrees, both in political 
science and law. He obtained 
t h e m  f r o m  C o l u m b i a 
Univers i ty,  Cambr idge 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h e 
Univers i ty  of  London, 
where he got his second 
masters honour.

A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
Char te red  Ins t i tu te  o f  
Cer t i f ied Accountants, 
England, the Niger Delta 
minister for state, Tayo 

Alasoadura, earned varying 
accounting honours from 
Nigeria.

Interior minister Rauf  
Aregbesola had his ordinary 
and higher diplomas from 
The Polytechnic, Ibadan. 
P o w e r  m i n i s t e r  S a l e 
Mamman finished from 
Kaduna Polytechnic in 1988 
before proceeding to the 
Federal Polytechnic, Mubi, 
t o  s t u d y  e l e c t r i c a l 
engineering in 1991. He 
would later earn a master's in 
h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  f r o m 
Bayero University, Kano.

The state minister for 
mines and steel, Ikechukwu 
Ogah, attended the Institute 
o f  M a n a g e m e n t 
Technology, Enugu, while 
aviation minister Hadi Sirika 
had stints in the College of  
Ar ts and Tech and the 
Niger ia  Civi l  Aviat ion 
Training Centre, both in 
Zaria.

Despite having a rich 
alumni base, most Nigerian 
public insti tutions st i l l 
grapple with a myriad of  
challenges, with arguably the 
most serious being poor 
funding.

This year, the federal 
government will again fail to 
fulfil its financial obligations 
as allocation to education is 
the lowest in 10 years, when 
measured as a percentage of  
the total budget.

The dip in the funding for 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f e d e r a l 
institutions (whose tuition 
fees and staff  salaries are 
heavily subsidized) has 
contributed to the deplorable 
state of  infrastructure in the 
schools and the incessant 
f a c e o f f  b e t w e e n  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e 
institutions' labour unions. 
In one of  her articles, Ngozi 
Edeagu, a professor of  
his tor y,  suggested that 
Nigerian universities need 
alternative income sources, 
like contributions by alumni, 
to boost their internally-
generated revenues.

“It is no longer reasonable 
for alumni of  the public 
universities in Nigeria to 
believe that the Nigerian 
government is financially 
capable of  funding all aspects 
of  higher education from 
paying staff  salaries to 

heavily subsidizing student 
f e e s  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e 
institutions are publicly 
funded,” she wrote.

Fo r  i n s t a n c e,  a l u m n i 
donations to U.S. colleges 
totalled over $11 billion in 
2019, according to a 2020 
research by the Council for 
Advancement and Support 
of  Education.

The average alumni giving 
rate of  the 1,451 ranked 
colleges in the U.S. during the 
2018 and 2019 sessions was 
eight per cent, according to 
the data, and some schools 
raked in an average of  about 
55 per cent alumni giving 
rate.

Likewise,  through i t s 
Oxford Thinking Campaign, 
which ran from 2004 to 2019, 
w h e r e  a l u m n i  w e r e 
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  m a k e 
donations through post, 
phone, wills, stocks and 
shares, the University of  
Oxford was able to raise £3.3 
billion.

This explains why UK-
based Bath University, and 
Harvard University in the 
U.S. have designated portals 
where alumni can give back 
to their schools.

On the contrary, checks on 
the alumni pages of  the 
University of  Ibadan, the 
University of  Nigeria and the 
Fe d e r a l  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  
Technology, Akure showed 
no clear-cut advisories on 
how their respective alumni 
could  g ive  back  to  the 
institutions. The page for 
O b a f e m i  A w o l o w o 
University is down.

Although the University of  
Lagos has an alumni giving 
portal, the contact number 
provided for enquiry “does 
not exist” when it was dialed.

T h e  A h m a d u  B e l l o 
University has arguably the 
most structured alumni 
donation portal among the 
universities checked.

Ms Edeagu argued that 
poor record keeping by, and 
online presence of  Nigerian 
in s t i tu t ions  a s  we l l  a s 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  s t u d e n t 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  w e a k 
learning environments are 
limitations institutions must 
address to get their alumni on 
their sides. “I believe public 
universities in Nigeria can 
considerably increase their 
f u n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r 
alumni. Nigeria has the 
p o w e r  o f  n u m b e r s  t o 
accomplish this feat. Let's 
first find them, engage them, 
then unleash the financial 
f loodgates,” Ms Edeagu 
wrote in her article. 
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About one-third of Nigeria's 
ministers attended 
same university



kenga has been wrongly Imisunderstood. It is an 
essential  par t of  Igbo 

cosmology. If  you understand 
Igbo cosmology you will know 
that we are the progenitors of  
we a l t h .  We  b r o u g h t  t h e 
foundation of  wealth into this 
world. Prosperity is something 
that is associated and co-exists 
with Igbo spirituality, life and 
culture. The problem of  this 
money ritual started when 
people lost knowledge of  how 
wealth can be acquired. The 
average Igbo person is not 
meant to be poor or excessively 
s u p e r  r i c h  b u t  a t  l e a s t 
something in between but 
shou ld  p rospe r  w i th  h i s 
'akaraka' (destiny).

That is where Ikenga comes 
in. That is why it is paramount 
for every Igbo woman to get 
married whether as second or 
third wife what is important is 
to enjoy the shelter of  a man. 
Her prosperity and progress is 
only released fully when she is 
under a man. Most of  their 
wealth is trapped under the sea 
and the only way they can 
attract and enjoy it is when she 
is under an Ikenga and it is only 
a man that handles an Ikenga. 

T h e  w o m a n  d o e s  n o t 
singularly harness her wealth 
but has to do it with a man. 
Ikenga is associated with 
wealth. It is the symbol of  
prosperity. This is why before a 
man starts his journey he is 
a l lowed  to  e s tab l i sh  h i s 
communication with his 'Chi' 
the foundation of  which is laid 
upon the Ikenga and his Agwu. 

Spiritually, without Ikenga 
any wealth made by a man or 
woman is gotten illegally that is 
in Igbo context. So you must 
make yourself  worthy by 
l e g a l i z i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s . 
Sometimes your wealth would 
appear like it wants to vanish if  
i t  w a s  a c q u i r e d  b e f o r e 
identifying with Ikenga. Any 
Igbo woman that makes wealth 
before settling down will hardly 
get a man that genuinely loves 
her because such a man would 
be coming because of  what she 
has. 

This is not right making 
wealth without covering and 
sometimes such marriages end 
in chaos. There is a spirit that 
owns you and what you have. 
The people who do money 
rituals end yup dying because 
money has its own force. It is an 
Ikenga that will allow you make 
wealth. You don't need money 
ritual. Once you have an Ikenga 
it will direct you properly 
towards your destiny and it is in 
y o u r  d e s t i n y  t h a t  y o u r 

prosperity lies.
So no matter what happens 

you will discover that Ikenga 
plays a significant role in the 
lives of  Igbo people. A lot of  
people are trying to invoke 
money and is the reason that 
they are running mad and some 
dying untimely. Those who 
have made money and lived 
long is because their secret is 
Ikenga which is the foundation 
of  prosperity. 

This is where many of  us go 
wrong. The paper money is a 
means of  exchange and not real 
wealth. True wealth goes 
beyond paper money. That is 
the reason you remain wealthy 
wherever you find yourself. 
When you have Ikenga you 
have laid the foundation for 
wealth. Any woman that is not 
married does only just exist not 
living because at the end of the 

day there is a limit to what your 
father's name can do for you as 
a woman. 

In Igbo cosmology for the few 
that understand it is the reason 
they seek to attach themselves 
to  a  man i r respect ive  of  
whether she is second or third 
wife. Every woman that is alive 
for her to fulfill her purpose on 
earth needs a man and the man 
needs to link up with his 
Ikenga.  

The deity called Amadioha
 Amadioha is one of  the 

prominent deities in Igbo land. 
It is regarded as Anyanwu na 
Agbara, (Sun and Spirit). We 
know that Ikuku (wind) is spirit 
while Anyanwu is the Sun. It is 
a combination of  both. The 
world 'Ama ndi Oha' that is the 
wisdom of  the people. It is a 
diety that brings justice and 

equity, fairness. This is the 
reason it is the highest Supreme 
Court in Igbo land. It settles 
cases after which none asks any 
question again. 

It is a very prominent deity 
that is respected throughout 
Igbo land. Some people call it 
too Amadioha Ozuzu. When it 
comes, it does so with lightning 
and thunder.  Anywhere it 
o p e r a t e s  i t  m e a n s  t h a t 
something is not right there. It 
has come to right the wrongs. It 
does not show partiality. It has 
similar attributes with Ekwensu 
by going to war but it must be a 
just war. 

Amadioha is not tricky but 
straight and transparent. This is 
the reason he that follows it 
must be open and transparent. 
It forbids so many things. It is a 
deity that you must approach 
with clean hands to receive 

justice. The highest shrine of  
Amadioha is in Etche, Rivers 
State but also in Igbo land but it 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  e v e r y 
community, every kindred in 
Igbo land. There are men that 
are called into the clan of  
Amadioha.

Those  who have di rect 
reincarnation are associated 
with it but in the realm of  the 
spirit it is seen as the husband of  
the Queen of  the Coast. Water 
as we know it is feminine but 
there are some rivers that are 
masculine and we see them as 
Nna Chukwu (father God) and 
the feminine part as Nne 
Chukwu (mother God).     

Amadioha can also give 
wealth because the abundance 
that exists in this physical world 
are all buried in the sea. The sea 
is filled with so much wealth. It 
a l s o  p r o t e c t s  a n d  m a n y 
traditional medicine men have 
use it to settle land disputes, 
uproot charms. When someone 
is buried wrongly it can also 
uproot the dead body. It can 
react in so many ways and is the 
reason no one questions its 
judgment. 

B u t  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s 
demonized Amadioha even 
when it cannot strike down an 
innocent person except you 
mistakenly stand on its way in 
which case you must be guilty. 
But the white man has scared us 
away from everything that 
should have helped us. If  we are 
close to these things we would 
have been the ones developing 
what the whites are doing 
today.  Every deity in Igbo land 
is as useful as life itself.

 This is the reason the people 
o f  o ld  l ived  a  good and 
innocent life because they have 
to abstain from so many things 
to keep themselves pure and 
alive and evil is one thing they 
must abstain from. But today 
the church have told us to live 
on grace because all things are 
forgiven, reason people are 
doing unspeakable things, 
despicable and abominable 
things here and there as if  there 
is no tomorrow. 

In our land today brothers are 
sleeping with sisters, married 
women sleeping at random and 
men s leeping wi th  other 
people's wives, people robbing 
others of  their wealth, killing of  
one another. These are the 
things that the people of  old 
avoided. These are the reasons 
the deities played important 
roles to checkmate evil.

The anyanwu na agbara 
name in some places are not so 
popular anyway.

Ikenga and wealth creation

Ikenga



Monday, March 15, 2021 Page 17

Fire for fire

“I didn't say that, that will be disrespectful of  a governor; I only 
say that I don't make statements under the influence of  alcohol. 
Some people are attaching meaning to what I say.” I don't think 
I want to address the issue of  the governor, I have made my 
point, I have moved on. He was my staff, I can't bring myself  
low. I was a governor, I was also a speaker, I'm a minister. I was 
two-term chairman of  governors' forum. The same when I was 
a speaker. Why should I be discussing about him. “I went to 
Taraba for a wedding. At the end of  the wedding, if  you see 
plenty news that was out of  Taraba. Mischievously, it was 
reported that I went to campaign, campaign to do what? “The 
election is about two years plus away, am I that rich even if  I 
have ambition? I have told you, can you people allow me do my 
work? “I am the Minister for Transport and that is my 
responsibility, nobody should keep talking to me about politics 
that was why I said on several occasions that I am not a 
politician. Please allow me do my work.”

“People gave you opportunity. You sold our properties, 
everything. And people are talking in this state because of  the 
government that says they are fighting corruption and protecting 
people. You sold our property for $308m and kept for us 
$208,000. “That is the kind of  people parading themselves in 
government, for a government that says they are fighting 
corruption, shame.”  “They said we will not be Governor, we 
taught them a lesson in politics. In 2015, they said over their dead 
body will we be Governor, I'm looking for the dead body. 2019 
they said we will not be Governor that they are in power. I said 
you are not in power, God is in power. We defeated them. They 
are small kids in politics.” The Governor added, “But let me 
warn the man who thinks he has President, he has soldiers, he 
has police. You should have learnt your lesson by now, that when 
God has left you there is nothing you can do again.”

Rivers Wahala!
Wike accuses FG of protecting 
corrupt Amaechi; Amaechi 
insinuates Wike to be a drunk

he Governor of  Rivers State, Nyesom Wike, has said the Federal Government led by the All Progressives Congress is shielding his predecessor, the Minister of  TTransportation, Rotimi Amaechi, from being prosecuted for corruption. Governor Wike had recently said the infrastructural development executed by Amaechi's 
ministry has political undertone. Wike said the Federal Government's action is appalling despite the Minister's “inability to account for $308 million from the sales 

of  the state-owned power plant and other critical assets when he was the Governor of  Rivers State. The Governor said the protection Amaechi is getting is the reason why 
“he has consistently made efforts to undermine the state government by influencing who is to be posted as Commissioner of  Police and General Officer Commanding of  
the Nigerian Army to Rivers State. He was quoted in a statement issued  by his Special Assistant (Media), Kevin Ebiri, titled 'FG shielding Amaechi from prosecution for 
corruption. He said despite Amaechi's opposition to his political ambitions, he has been able to get elected twice as governor. Meanwhile, Ex-Governor of  Rivers State, 
Rotimi Amaechi, has said he won't join issues with his successor and current governor of  the South-South state, Nyesom Wike. Amaechi, who is the Minister of  
Transportation, stated this while featuring in a Television programmme. The minister was also said to have labeled Wike a “drunk” but speaking on the television 
programme, Amaechi said he never called the governor a “drunk”. The minister pointed out that he was currently focused on ensuring that railway projects are delivered 
across Nigeria. Also Amaechi said mischief-makers misinterpreted his recent visit to Taraba State for a wedding mean the flag-off  of  his presidential campaign.

Wike was my employee, I can't 
bring myself low - Amaechi

Amaechi Wike

You sold our Properties; 
FG is protecting you - Wike
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SPORTS

elechi Iheanacho scored Ka superb hat-trick as 
L e i c e s t e r  C i t y 

maintained their push for a top-
four finish with a commanding 
Premier League victory over 
Sheffield United, in the Blades' 
first game since the departure of  
manager Chris Wilder.

Having been appointed 
interim manager until the end of  
the season on Saturday, Under-
23s boss Paul Heckingbottom 
took charge of  bottom club 
Uni ted  fo l lowing  Wilder ' s 
departure by “mutual consent” 
after almost five years in charge.

But Leicester were far 
superior at King Power Stadium 

on Sunday, where Iheanacho 
continued his fine goalscoring 
form as the Foxes ran riot in the 
second half.

Iheanacho scored for a third 
successive Premier League game 
for the first time as he met Jamie 
Vardy's cut-back to break the 
deadlock shortly before the 
interval.

Ayoze Perez had come 
closest to an early opener with a 
f l i cked header  that  Aaron 
Ramsdale diverted onto the post, 
but the Spaniard got the goal his 
performance deserved with a fine 
finish into the bottom corner after 
64 minutes.

Iheanacho got his second 
from Jamie Vardy's excellent pass 

five minutes later, before the 
Nigeria forward's powerful strike 
sealed his treble.

ristiano Ronaldo has 

Cdeclared his commitment 
to Juventus.

There's been talk of  Ronaldo 
seeking a return to Real Madrid.

He broke his silence with a 
cryptic post on social media.

“More important than the 
number of  falls you take in life, is 
how fast and how strong you get 
back on your feet…

“True champions never break! 

Our focus is already in Cagliari, in 
the Serie A struggle, in the Italian 
Cup final and in everything that 
we can still achieve this season.”

He continued: “It's true that the 
past belongs in museums (I should 
say!), but fortunately, football has 
memory… and so do I!

“History can't be deleted, it's 
written every single day with 
resilience, team spirit, persistence 
and lots of  hard work. And those 

who don't understand this, will 
never achieve glory and success.”

Vardy thought he had ended 
a six-game goal drought with his 
shot 10 minutes from time, but 

Blades defender Ethan Ampadu 
was adjudged to have made the 
decisive touch.

Iheanacho's hat-trick boosts
Leicester’s Champions league pursuit

Juventus is my home, we will bounce
back – Ronaldo

Hat-trick hero, Iheanacho 

Ronaldo
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SPORTS
Borussia Dortmund prioritize Bundesliga
amid Haaland exit, admits Zorc

he Westfalenstadion chief  Tsays their main focus is 
securing a top-four finish so 

that they remain in Europe's top 
competition next season 

Michael Zorc says Borussia 
Dortmund are prioritising the 
Bundesliga over the Champions 
League, as they aim to stave off  bids 
for Erling Haaland and their other 
stars.

Haaland has proved to be one of  
the bargain signings of  the last 
decade since joining Dortmund from 
Red Bull Salzburg for €20 million 
(£17m/$24m) in January last year.

The 20-year-old has delivered a 
constant supply of  goals on both 
domestic and European fronts for the 
German giants, and Zorc says a top-
four finish will be crucial to the club's 
chances of  retaining his services 
beyond the end of  the season.

"I have never seen someone like 
him. We can search Europe-wide," 
the Dortmund sporting director told 
Welt am Sonntag. "If  he ever left us 
somewhere, there would only be a 
handful of  clubs, but we'll try to keep 
him as long as possible for sporting 
reasons."

unday Dare, the Minister 

Sof  Youth and Sports 
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  o n 

Sunday in Akure said Team 
Nigeria to the Tokyo Olympics 
had been “silently” preparing 
for the Games.

Dare told newsmen at the 
two-day meet organised by the 
Athletics Federation of  Nigeria 
at the Federal University of  
Technology Akure that not all 
preparatory processes were 
being publicised.

“Preparations are ongoing 
at various levels, but some of  
these will not make it to the 

pages of  the newspapers and 
the media and it's deliberate 
too.

“We have several plans 
running almost concurrently 
too, for our foreign-based 
athletes  and home-based 
athletes. But not all of  these 
will be in the newspapers.

”And just this last week, 
eight other Olympic-bound 
athletes were adopted too and 
you know what that means.

“That's a plus. We had five 
or six adopted before COVID-
19 last year. It became a bit 
dif f icult  af ter  COVID-19 

because it took so long because 
people lost a lot of  money and 
revenue.

”But just last week we had 
about eight adopted, bringing 
the total to about 15. We hope 
that we can adopt about 40 of  
them to make a difference,” he 
said.

The 2020 Olympics have 
been rescheduled for July 23 to 
Aug. 8.

Dare,  who hai led the 
performance of  athletes at the 
AFN event, assured that the 
country's sports authorities 
were working day and night 
ahead of  the Olympics.

He noted that the two-day 
m e e t  wa s  i m p r e s s ive  a s 
momentum was being gained 
ahead of  the Olympics.

The minister added that he 
was happy that young athletes 
were setting personal best 
records with excitement and a 
h i g h e r  s p i r i t  o f  
competitiveness.

“I think the two-day meet 
we have had in Akure is good. I 

fo l lowed what  happened 
ySaturday and I think we are 
gaining momentum as regards 
the Olympics.

“But what gladdens my 
heart is the young athletes 
setting personal records. One 
can see the excitement, the 
competitiveness, and I think 
the future of  Nigeria in the 
track and field event is great.”

he Nigeria Football 

TFe d e r a t i o n  h a s 
d e s c r i b e d  a s 

untrue, a report in sections 
of  the media that the 
President of  NFF, Mr 
Amaju Melvin Pinnick 
was selected as 5th Vice 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Confederation of  African 
Football at Friday's 43rd 
Ordinary and Elective 
A s s e m b l y  i n  R a b a t , 
Morocco.

N F F  G e n e r a l 
Secretary, Dr Mohammed 
Sanusi said the report was 
sheer falsehood as such 
was never even discussed 
either on the floor of  the 
Congress or at any meeting 
of  the CAF leadership.

“The President of  NFF, 

M r  A m a j u  M e l v i n 
Pinnick was elected as 
Member of  the FIFA 
Council at the Congress, 
and that is what we are 
celebrating. Nobody 
approached him or put it 
up for discussion at any 
forum that he would be 
5th Vice President.

“Mr Pinnick served 
as the 1st Vice President 
of  CAF for a year, 
between 2018 and 2019, 
b e f o r e  t h e  f o r m e r 

l eadersh ip  o f  CAF 
opted not to renew his 
tenure. There is no way 
he will now agree to be a 
5th Vice President. He is 
c o n t e n t e d  b e i n g  a 
M e m b e r  o f  t h e 
esteemed FIFA Council 
– the highest decision-
making body in world 
football – and a high 
–ranking Member of  
C A F  E x e c u t i v e 
Committee.”

Dortmund have qualified for the 
Champions League quarter-finals 
with Haaland leading the line, but 
Zorc says the Bundesliga is more 
important than trying to win that 
competition.

"We don't want to play in the 
Europa League on Thursdays. We 
want to give our calling card in the 
Champions League," he added with 
Dortmund currently sitting fifth in 
the table.

Haaland's prolific strike rate has 
seen him attract attention from elite 
clubs across Europe's top five 
leagues, including Paris Saint-
Germain, Juventus, Barcelona and 
Real Madrid.

Article continues below 
A potential move to the Premier 

League has also been mooted for 
H a a l a n d ,  w i t h  L i v e r p o o l , 
Manchester United, Manchester 
City and Chelsea all being credited 
with an interest in his services.

Bayern Munich is another likely 
next destination for the Dortmund 
star due to their recent history of  
poaching the best players away from 
Westfalenstadion.

Nigeria 'silently' preparing for
Tokyo Olympics, says minister

Pinnick not CAF 5th vice
president, says NFF

Haaland

Pinnick, Infantino, FIFA President
Team Nigeria at the last Olympics in Rio, BrazilTeam Nigeria at the last Olympics in Rio, BrazilTeam Nigeria at the last Olympics in Rio, Brazil
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taken away from them. There are 
so many lamentations about the 
debased level of  the society in 
terms of  morals and discipline. 

People have had to make 
comparisons in the roles played 
by mothers of  yesteryears and 
today and the conclusions drawn 
by many is that so much is desired 
of  today's mothers. This may not 
be far from reality but what do we 
expect in a society where change 
is so dynamic and pervasive 
sweeping across everything in its 
wake. 

Given the role of  mothers in 
bringing up children in the 
society, it is easy to fault them for 
the  g ross  indisc ip l ine  and 
waywardness experienced among 
the young ones. But is it right? 
Today virtually everything is 
under the compelling control of  
western civilization heavily 
d i r ec ted  and  manipu la ted 
t h r o u g h  t h e  ove r  b e a r i n g 
technological influences. The 
biblical refrain that you train a 
child in the way he should go and 
when he grows up….appears no 
longer relevant. Today, the 
experience is you train the child 
and the child retrains himself  
f o l l ow i n g  t h e  i r r e s i s t i b l e 
influences that trail his paths. The 
young mothers have passed 
through this process and what do 
they do? The legal maxim,'nemo 
dat quod non habet', (you cannot 
give what you don't have) holds 
strongly here. 

No matter the excuses made 
for them the mothers cannot 
divorce the critical roles of  
positively shaping the society 
which nature has entrusted on 
their shoulders. To some extent 
they still share in the blame game 
of  a misdirected society. Every 
specie of  animal especially 
human being is assigned some 
roles to play to further the work of  
creation. 

No man is ever given more 

great influence they wield over 
their children and their husbands 
signifying that they have the world 
in their hand and can change it in 
the direction of  their desires. What 
is of  major concern is the direction 
in which they exercise  this 
influence. We have had situations 
where many men in power and 
authority have been despised as 
giving only listening ear to the 
wishes of  their wives or what is 
referred to in local parlance as 
woman wrapper. So many of  the so 
called men of  God have been 
brought to their knees and shamed. 
Does that not show the man as the 
weaker sex no matter how the men 
folks try to defend it?

 The Mothering Sunday should 
go beyond the expression of  
emotions, banters, provision of  
gifts, fun and enjoyment etc. 
Mothers give meaning to life any 
how you examine it. It was not for 
nothing that the nations of  the 
wor ld  are  expressed  in  the 
feminine gender, the mother 
nation-giving birth and nurturing 

t was another fun time Iyesterday, the 13th of  
March, when mothers the 

world over in the major 
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e 
Christendom celebrated the 
Mothers' Day. In the past this 
ceremony to me like other 
celebrations had passed as 
mere rituals. It was not until 
recently when I had to come to 
terms with the roles mothers 
play in creation that I have 
actually acknowledged that 
Mothers should be celebrated 
and indeed adored. 

It is not an exaggeration to 
say that life is not complete in 
any one's life without the 
contribution of  a mother, even 
if  not one's own mother. 
Judging by their efforts it also 
not in doubt that women have 
got unique roles to play in 
creation.

This remains so whether or 
not they understand this 
special role. God in his infinite 
wisdom endowed women 
with some special qualities 
which equip them to discharge 
their onerous responsibilities 
designed for them. It  is 
therefore meaningless for any 
comparison between them 
and the male. 

It does not matter whatever 
may be any man's attainment 
in life or position occupied it 
should be humbling enough 
for all men that they pass 
through a woman called 
mother to come to this earth. 
Even the son of  God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ  was not an 
exception. It is therefore quite 
disturbing that any man would 
ever attempt to show acts of  
indignity to any mother.

It may be right that most 
mothers especially the new 
generation ones may have 
relegated to the background 
through their conducts these 
honoured roles yet it is not 

In my own thinking
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than he can handle. God is not 
unjust to levy heavy responsibility 
on any one. Spiritually women are 
strongly equipped to influence 
things positively but the truth 
remains that they are either not 
conscious of  their endowments or 
may have allowed the negative 
tales  about women and the 
unending r ivalr y  of  gender 
e q u a l i t y  t o  e c l i p s e  t h e i r 
consciousness.

I n  h i s  b o o k ,  H u m a n 
Development: Insight and Critical 
Issues, Austin Anizor had this to 
say  abou t  womanhood .  ' I f  
womanhood develops aright, she 
will be automatically placed in her 
natural leadership position of  all 
mankind without being in politics, 
business or even having a career. It 
is the misplaced human values that 
have affected womanhood to such 
a devastating degree. The delicate 
nature of  woman should not be 
misconstrued as weakness. The 
most important part of  the human 
body is not the limbs that appear 
strong. Without his limbs man can 
live. But the delicate part like the 
heart is hidden and never visible.  
Yet without the heart man cannot 
live.''

Austin went further to assert 
that history is replete with the 
stories of  women bringing down 
great men such as the first man on 
earth, Adam, Sampson the great 
and Solomon the Wise man. 'This 
is not a testimony of  how bad 
women are but how powerful and 
influential they are naturally over 
men. 

And yet in the delusion of  
modern man he calls women the 
weaker sex. And the woman like a 
queen who prefers the toys of  
children to her queenly crown begs 
for a say in government, politics, 
business, career, etc when she 
could rule the whole world with 
her womanly virtues and dignity 
alone''. 

The importance of  mothers in 
the society is exemplified in the 

t h e 
citize n s 
wi th  her resources. 

Only the emotional attachment 
of  every man on earth no matter 
his powers and influence to his 
mother shows that the world 
belongs to women. It is on this note 
therefore that we appeal to our 
mothers to re-examine their roles 
in creation and help us retrieve this 
world that is fast slipping off  our 
fingers. Mothers should begin to 
review what they consume from 
outside influences of  western 
culture in form of  products, ideas, 
philosophy, foods, fashions, 
etiquettes etc in order to bring back 
the good old days.

 In the words of  Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, 'a mother is not a 
person to lean on, but a person to 
make leaning unnecessary'. This is 
what we crave for from our 
mothers. We still crave for the good 
old days. The fathers and indeed 
everyone are enjoined to support 
our mothers live up to their billings. 

When I reflect on the trainings 
and care I got from my mother and 
even now as I appreciate my wife's 
care for the kids and her domestic 
duties I cannot but conclude that 
indeed women are special gifts to 
man. They should sustain the 
effort. Mothers everywhere in the 
world should be appreciated.
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jobs@newsecho.com.ng 
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give meaning to life
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