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Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Chairman, Peo-
ple’s Democrat-
ic Party (PDP), 

Anambra state, Chief  
Ndubisi Nwobu on Fri-

Anambra:Anambra: PDP lambasts APC over unguided comments  PDP lambasts APC over unguided comments 
day lambasted the All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC) for saying that it 
will use ‘seen and unseen 
forces’ to win the No-
vember 6, governorship 
election in the state.

Nwobu spoke at the 
party secretariat in Awka 
while receiving the 21 
Siena space wagon ve-
hicles donated to the 
party by one of  the gov-
ernorship aspirants, Dr. 

Winston Udeh to facili-
tate movement of  party 
members in the state. He 
assured that the party 
was mobilizing people in 
the state to wrestle power 
from the ruling All Pro-
gressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA).

It would be recalled that 
Imo state governor, Sen. 
Hope Uzodimma and 
Minister for Labour & 
Employment, Dr. Chris 
Ngige had last month 
boasted that APC would 
employ seen and unseen 
forces to win the poll. 

The party chieftain 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
group under the 
aegis of  Igbo Ek-
ene Global De-

velopment Union (IEG-
DU), has identified unity 
as paramount if  the zone 
is to occupy the number 
one seat of  Nigeria, come 
year 2023.

The President Gener-
al of  the Union, Amb. 
Moses Onyegbule who 
made this known during 
the monthly meeting of  
the organization, held at 
Uto Village apartment, 
Itaja-Obohia, Olokoro, 
Umuahia South L.G.A 
of  Abia State, has harped 
on the need for Igbos to 
unite in order to attract 
massive development to 
the eastern region.

He underscored the 
need for Nigerians to car-
ry each other along, irre-
spective of  tribe, pointing 
out that the union was 
formulated by well mean-

Unity, key for Igbo - Group
ing Nigerians of  Igbo 
tribe, with the primary 
aim of  seeing to the wel-
fare the Nigerian popu-
lace.

His words, “Igbo-Ek-
ene Global Develop-
ment Union is an Igbo 
socio-cultural organiza-
tion that is formulated by 
well meaning Nigerians 
of  Igbo tribe, with the 
primary objective of  ca-
tering for the welfare and 
wellbeing of  Nigerians 
irrespective of  tribe”.

Onyegbule pointed out 
that the group was de-
signed to be associated 
with any group or asso-
ciation with like minds, 
intent and vision, re-
vealing that the union 
is a non-political and 
non-profit making organ-
ization.

He said Igbo-Ekene has 
been carrying out sensi-
tization programmes in 
its bid to harness culture 
and unity for Igbo de-
velopment, pointing out 

that, “this is achieved by 
creating unity and partic-
ipation at all levels of  our 
society within the diversi-
ty of  personal attributes 
so that every person will 
be the person he wants to 
be”.

Imo Works Commissioner 
promises to complete Nekede/
Ihiagwa road as scheduled
By Ikenna Orioha

T
he Imo Commission-
er of  Works, Barr 
Raph Nwosu, has 

debunked the rumor by the 
residents of  Nekede/Ihiag-
wa communities that work 
has ceased at their busy road 
which project got stalled at 
the Poly gate as at present

The Commissioner, in a 
telephone chat with our re-
porter, stated that the road 
construction would be ter-
minated at the FUTO Junc-
tion as awarded.

Nwosu added that gov-
ernment has no intention to 
end the road construction 
at Poly Gate as speculated, 
saying the Nekede/Ihiagwa 
Road is being done in batch-
es.

He assured that work will 
commence from Poly Gate 
by next week, urging resi-
dents to stop panicking.

Residents of  Nekede and 
Ihiagwa, Owerri West, have 
earlier accused the Imo 
State government of  failure 
to complete their roads as 
awarded to ease traffic in-
conveniences, damages on 
vehicles and the consequen-
tial costs

The residents therefore 

have called on Governor 
Hope Uzodimma to quickly 
complete work on the road 
from Naze roundabout (Aba 
Road), appealing that the 
road construction should 
not end at Federal Poly-
technic Nekede Gate, but 
be extended to Ihiagwa and 
FUTO Junction (Port Har-
court Road).

The residents, who spoke to 
News Echo, last Week, who 
did not want their names in 
print, warned against play-
ing politics with the said 
road, advising that drainages 
should be maintained as the 
road was being expanded to 
avoid flooding.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission (INEC), is to 

conduct a capacity building 
workshop for its voter edu-
cation and publicity staff  for 
improved service delivery in 
the forth coming elections. 

The Director, Voter Ed-
ucation and Publicity, Mr. 
Nick Dazang, said that the 
workshop, which is geared 

Anambra election: INEC to train
staff on voter education 

towards a Train- The- Train-
ers (ToT), will be segmented 
into two, due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 

He noted that the work-
shop would be conducted 
in partnership with the In-
ternational Foundation for 
Electoral Systems, hence, 
validating the Voter Ed-
ucation Manual, earlier 
reviewed by headquarters 
staff.

He stated that the first seg-

From Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Special Adviser 
to Governor Willie 
Obiano on Politi-

cal Matters, Hon. Ifeatu 
Obiokoye, has warned all 
gubernatorial aspirants 
on the platform of  the 
ruling All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA) 
to shun all manner of  
unpolished language 
and sarcastic statements 
against one another.

According to Obiokoye 
he gave the warning 
when speaking to News 
Echo Correspondent, in 
Awka, Anambra State 
capital.

Obiokoye emphasized 
that henceforth the party 
will not tolerate any as-
pirant casting aspersions 
on one another, adding 
that they should use their 

Any aspirant who misbehaves will 
be disqualified - APGA Chieftain 

manifestos and inform 
the citizens on what they 
would do differently to 
take Anambra state to 
the next level of  develop-
ment.

He posited that about 
three aspirants have so far 
declared their intentions 

frown at the statement, 
assuring that PDP was 
re-strategizing and mobi-
lizing party faithful and 
members of  the public 
to vote for PDP, saying 
all measures had been 
put on ground to win the 
election.

“Anambra is not any 
other state. We need a 
strong party. PDP will 
mobilize Anambra peo-
ple to produce a better 
governor for the state. We 
will take over the govern-
ment house come No-
vember 6. “, he said.

While commending 

Udeh for donating the ve-
hicles, he assured of  their 
judicious use for party 
functions.

Earlier, Dr. Udeh said 
that the 21 vehicles were 
donated to ease move-
ment of  people and 
working materials during 
the governorship election 
and to form partnership 
with the party.

He said that there was 
no reason people of  the 
state should be suffering, 
insisting that the state 
and citizens have been 
abandoned by APGA.

ment, which will comprise 
of  Heads of  Voter Educa-
tion (HODs) in the southern 
states and its headquarters, 
will commence from first to 
third March in Akure, Ondo 
State while the second seg-
ment comprising Heads 
of  Voter Education in the 
Northern States and its 
headquarters staff  will take 
place in Lokoja from elev-
enth to thirteenth March 
2021.

to run for the office of  
the governor on the plat-
form of  APGA, stressing 
that of  utmost concern is 
the derogatory comments 
coming from one or two 
of  them against each oth-
er.

He also said that the 

party has its constitution 
as well as code of  con-
duct for every member 
and that one fundamen-
tal aspect of  the code of  
conduct is that no mem-
ber of  the party will tar-
nish the image of  the par-
ty nor bring any member 
to public ridicule.

I
ncessant strike actions 
by Nigerian university 
lecturers and other non 

academic staff  of  public 
universities have become a 
source of  concern. 

Expressing worry at the 
development, an Onitsha 
based activist and public 
commentator, High Chief  

Nigeria’s university system has been
bastardized by strike actions - Activist

Donatus Enendu who 
spoke to our correspondent 
yesterday in Onitsha de-
cried the incessant strike in 
public institutions.

According to the commu-
nity leader and former Pres-
ident- General, Uke Devel-
opment Union (UDU) he 
said that the state and fed-

eral governments were yet 
to take higher education 
serious in their policies. He 
lamented that the outcome 
of  the unfortunate incident 
was really affecting the 
quality of  graduates churn 
out annually by Nigerian 
universities.

Enendu, a former Chair-

man, high- brow Federal 
Housing Estate Landlords 
Association 3:3, Onitsha 
emphasized on the need 
for the state and federal 
governments to consider 
education as one of  the 
top most priorities that 
should be given reasonable 
monetary allocations for 
research and publications 
to be able to engage the lec-
turers more in their chosen 
career.

He noted that the nation’s 
political leaders were yet 
to invest much in educa-
tion, stressing that as a non 
- profit making venture, 
more research grants and 
adequate attention should 
be accorded the university 
education in the country by 
taking good care of  the lec-
turers and other staff  of  the 
education system.

Son-in-law to former Gov-
ernor of  Imo State, Dr. 

Uzor Anwuka, who was al-
legedly shot in Owerri, the 
Imo State capital, when sus-
pected hoodlums attacked 
the former Governor, will be 
flown abroad for treatment 
after three failed surgeries.

Uzor, an American trained 
medical doctor, was shot on 

Imo crisis: Okorocha’s son-in-law to be
flown abroad after failed surgeries

the left leg by the hoodlums.
Okorocha, who is also the 

Senator representing Imo 
West, was attacked when 
he attempted to unseal one 
of  his properties, the Royal 
Spring Palm Hotel, seized by 
the State Government.

Speaking when the former 
Governor visited him in the 
hospital, Uzor said he had 

undergone three surgeries 
without any improvement.

According to him: “On the 
day of  the incident my father-
in-law called me that he was 
in Owerri to see his seized 
property and I drove down 
there to see him.

“On getting there, I saw a 
crowd of  thugs. They had 
guns, cutlasses and other dan-

gerous weapons; they started 
harassing everyone including 
my father-in-law (Okorocha).

“It was when they were 
asked to round us up that 
they started shooting. I made 
to climb the fence but I was 
hit by bullet and I fell into 
the bush and I was there for 
several hours before I was 
rescued and brought to the 
hospital.
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

I
n line with the core 
values of  profession-
alism and readership 

focus, the management 
of  Deking Holistic Com-
munication Network 
Limited, owners of  
News Echo newspaper 
and News Insider Maga-
zine, has trained its staff  
on journalism skills to 
enhance effective perfor-
mance in South East/
South South zones of  Ni-
geria. 

News Echo gathered that 
the two days capacity 
building workshop/train-
ing, with the Theme; ‘En-
hancing Professionalism 
and Journalism Skills’, 
took place in Owerri, the 
Imo state capital, on Fri-
day and Saturday.

It was also gathered 
that the training was or-

Journalists charged on professionalism Journalists charged on professionalism 
ganized for the staff  in-
cluding correspondents 
across the South East 
and South South States 
of  Nigeria, comprising 
Abia, Anambra, Enugu, 
Imo, Ebonyi, Delta, Riv-
ers, Bayelsa, and Rivers 
State.

Declaring the workshop 
open via Skype, the Chair-
man and Chief  Executive 
Officer, DeKing Group 
of  Companies, Chief 
Chimezie Kingsley, said 
that the aim of  the train-
ing was to impact on the 
reporting skills of  the staff 
to enable them compete 
as the best newspaper.

He said that he organ-
ized the training  in line 
with what is obtainable 
in the Western countries, 
where all professional 
bodies engage their staff 
in what he described as 
Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) and 

that the training will be an 
annual event.

While commending the 
resource persons, Chief 
Kingsley urged the par-
ticipants to make use of 
what they have learnt to 
improve themselves and 
the company for the sake 
of  the society. 

The Acting Edi-
tor-in-Chief  of  News Echo 
Newspaper, Mr. Jude 
Owuamanam said that 
the training was a strate-
gic effort to inculcate the 
needed customer service 
qualities in every staff 
of  the organization. He 

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

A 
lawmaker has called 
on the state govern-
ment to strengthen 

and equip the hospitals to 
fight the corona virus pan-
demic.

Member representing Du-
nukofia state constituency, 
Anambra state House of  
Assemble, Hon. Lawrence 

From Karen James, 
Nnewi

A 
group known as 
Conference of  
Concerned Igbo 

Elders for Peace and Na-
tional Unity, has said that 
the Indigenous People of  
Biafra (IPOB) is taking 
their action to the ex-
treme.

In a statement on Fri-
day, jointly signed by 
its National President 
and National Secretary, 
Mazi Prof. William Oko-
cha and Barr Miss Irene 
Chizoba respectively, it 
condemned the recent at-
tacks on police stations in 
Abia State, which result-
ed in the death of  two of-
ficers and burning of  the 
station.

The statement noted 
that IPOB is gradually 
over stretching its luck by 

taking its struggle too far, 
engaging in indiscrimi-
nate destruction of  lives 
and property.

They called on relevant 
authorities to deal deci-
sively with the separatist 
group, insisting that the 
current level of  force be-
ing deployed may not be 
enough to curb their vio-
lent excesses.

According to the elders, 
decisive force was required 
at this time, considering re-
cent events, which suggest 
that IPOB was determined 
to undermine security and 
peace in the South east, 
which is an integral part of 
the country.

To buttress their point, 
the Igbo elders drew atten-
tion to the attack on secu-
rity operatives within the 
Orlu council of  Imo State, 
warning that the pro-
scribed group may likely 

Chukwuweike Ezeudu, has 
stressed the need for a rad-
ical approach to ensure that 
all the health care centers in 
the state are equipped with 
the capacities to manage the 
pandemic in the state.

Ezeudu, who is the Chief  
Whip of  the House, stated 
this while speaking with 
newsmen at the state as-
sembly complex Awka, on 
Thursday, observed that the 

Karen James,
Nnewi

T
he Vice-Chancel-
lor (VC) of  Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, 

Awka, Anambra state, Prof. 
Charles Esimone has reit-
erated his administration’s 
zero-tolerance stance on in-
decent dressing.

Speaking during the un-
veiling of  the billboards on 
dress code mounted at stra-
tegic points within and out-
side the institution, the VC 
maintained that the insti-
tution was concerned with 
molding its students on the 
right path. He said the insti-
tution’s core responsibility 
was to train its students not 
only in learning but in char-
acter.

He said, “The university 
has always maintained zero 
tolerance for indecent dress-
ing not just among students 
but equally among members 
of  staff. 

“It is always said that you 

We are intolerable to
indecent dressing - UNIZIK VC

are addressed by the way 
you are dressed. We want 
the best for students and 
want them to be better indi-
viduals in society.”

While commending mem-
bers of  the Vice-Chancel-
lor’s dress code committee 
for their doggedness and 
innovative disposition, Es-
imone described the trans-
lation of  their mandate to 
action as worth emulating.

He assured the commit-
tee of  continued support in 
enforcing decent dressing 
among members of  the uni-
versity community.

In her comment, the 
Chairperson of  the Com-
mittee, Dr. Joyce Onyali 
thanked the Vice-Chancel-
lor for entrusting such vital 
responsibility to her team. 
She assured that the team 
would not only rely on the 
billboards in carrying out 
its responsibility but have 
mapped out plans in enforc-
ing decent dressing on the 
university’s campuses.

carry out more daring at-
tacks, unless urgent action 
was taken to deter them.

While condemning the 
violent campaigns of 
members of  the separatist 
group, the elders called on 
Igbo sons and daughters at 
home and in the diaspora 
to dissociate themselves 
from the group, with a 
view to sending a strong 
message across, that IPOB 
does not represent the 
views of  Ndigbo.

The statement reads in 
part: “We use this oppor-
tunity to call on the mili-
tary and other concerned 
authorities to bring the full 
weight of  the law to bear 
on the Nnamdi Kanu-led 
Indigenous People of  Bia-
fra, in a manner that will 
ensure the restoration of 
permanent peace and or-
der to the South East re-
gion.

IPOB taking separatist struggle to extreme – Group
 “Ndigbo are peace-lov-

ing and peace-building 
people, whose commit-
ment to the national cause 
is irrevocable, regardless of 
the negative tendencies of 
a few deviants, who have 
constituted themselves 
into cogs in the wheel of 
progress.

Newly constructed bridge at Rumuokoro roundabout, Port Harcourt  by Governor Nyesom 
Wike of River State. Pix by Afam Echi.

noted that the aim was 
to position them better to 
deliver efficient and qual-
ity service to its esteemed 
readership. 

The resource persons 
ranged from Mr. Taiwo 
Obe, Mr. Steve Nwosu, 
to Alhaji Abdulfatah Ola-

deinde and Dr. Austin 
Uganwa. They advised the 
participants to think about 
what they can do to gen-
erate funds for the organ-
ization. They charged the 
participants to carry their 
readers by the hands and 
move into investigative re-
porting.

COVID-19: Strengthen Anambra 
hospitals - Lawmaker tells govt.

nation was currently living 
in perilous times and that 
people get infected with the 
virus.

He expressed concern that 
people ignorantly treated 
COVID-19 with levity as if  
it were mere malaria symp-
toms, while calling on the 
governor to strengthen the 
capacities of  all health fa-
cilities in the state to enable 
them tackle health issues es-
pecially the ravaging COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

He said that the state as-
sembly complex was being 

disinfected and fumigated 
from time to time to cur-
tail and prevent the spread 
of  the dreaded disease. He 
encouraged the citizenry to 
support government efforts 
in the fight against the virus 
by adhering strictly to the 
non-pharmaceutical proto-
cols.

He urged the citizenry 
to maintain regular hand 
washing, compulsory social 
distancing, use of  facemasks 
in public places, sanitization 
of  hands, among others to 
win the war against corona 
virus.

T
he Federal Govern-
ment has said that the 
eastern railway corri-

dor, Port Harcourt to Mai-
duguri will have a branch 
route to Abakaliki, Ebonyi 
and Awka in Anambra 
State.

The Minister of  Transpor-
tation, Chief  Rotimi  Amae-
chi who disclosed this in La-
gos said that the extension 
of  the rail routes is part of  
government efforts to con-
nect the entire country by 

FG extends eastern railway routes to 
Abakaliki, Awka, March 9

rail.
He also said President Mu-

hammadu Buhari will per-
form the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the eastern 
rail corridor on 9th March, 
2021.

The Minister while in-
specting Lagos-Ibadan rail-
way project, commended 
the level of  work done, “as 
you can see, the laying of  
the track has been success-
fully done into Apapa port.

“The stations are complet-

ed too, what is left at most 
of  the stations is the fixing 
of  bulbs and little things like 
that. If  we tell the contrac-
tor to get this place ready 
for commission in the next 
two weeks, this place will be 
ready,” he stated.

He however, charged the 
Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA) and other agencies 
at the port to ensure that the 
train is highly utilized in lift-
ing cargo when the rail pro-
ject is fully commissioned.
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 good labourer they often say 

Adeserves his wages. Wages is the 
reward of  labour given under a 

contractual agreement. Breach of  
contract or agreement is not acceptable to 
the law. Experience shows that workers in 
some states are owed arrears of  salaries 
sometimes running into more than 12 
months and sadly these atrocities as we 
would refer to it are committed with 
impunity.

By the civil service rules the worker 
except in extreme situation are restricted 
from protesting for fear of  sanctions and 
even when they protest through strike 
they rarely achieve their purpose. We 
note with concern that continued 
indebtedness of  workers emoluments is 
one way civil servants are grossly abused 
and their rights denied.

Workers are the engine room of  
productivity that oils the wheel of  
development in any environment that 
they are found. It is doubtful if  any 
government can operate without a virile 
and motivated workforce. It is therefore 
difficult to understand why the civil 
service is not given their due and are left 
to groan and weep before receiving what 
ordinarily accrues to them.

Imo State government is one troublous 
state that its workforce has regularly been 
in the news for the wrong reasons. Some 
aspects of  the workforce have embarked 
on strike previously without touching the 
hearts of  government officials who kept 
sitting on their entitlements. It is sad to 
remark that some of  the workers have lost 
the i r  l ives  when  they  become 
overwhelmed by domestic challenges the 
receipt of  their salaries could resolve.

The issue of  unpaid salaries and 
pensions in Imo predate the present 
government of  Gov Hope Uzodimma. 
However, it appears to have taken the 
worst turn in his regime after Gov. Emeka 
Ihedioha tried to remedy the mess left 
behind by Gov Rochas Okorocha whom 
he succeeded. On assumption of  office, it 
would be recalled that Gov Hope 
Uzodimma had promised to sustain 
payment of  workers emoluments on the 
25th of  every month.

It is sad to note that ever since those 
pronouncements, that promise have only 
been respected in breach. It is reported 
that he jettisoned the payment process 
originated by Ihedioha initiating his own 
because according to him what he 
inherited is fraught with irregularities. 
Since then it has uncountable series of  
verification exercises initiated by the 
government to check ghost workers.

After a month in office the governor 
disclosed that he would be saving 2bn 

monthly, arising from plugging the 
leakages which his new processes 
uncovered. It sounded a good relief  on 
paper but which in reality did not appear 
real given the supposed relief  it is 
expected to provide. Government 
indebtedness to workers instead has 
worsened. 

It is a sad commentary that in the last 
one year Uzodimma and his officials 
have continually been involved in 
uncountable verification exercise 
notwithstanding his salary payment 
r e f o r m s  t h a t  t o o k  away  s u c h  
responsibilities from the supposed 
ministry to his office. It has not helped the 
situation. It is frustrating to say the least 
for a government that trumpets the so 
c a l l e d  3 R ' s  o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  
reconstruction and restructuring

The inability of  the Imo government to 
straighten its payroll system has left the 
citizens with no choice than to give the 
situation varied interpretations. While 
some view the government as running a 
less than transparent and fraudulent 
system, others believe the government is 
clearly incompetent of  managing a 
seamless process.

News Echo frowns at this offensive 
system which has no reason from the 
government and wonder why a 
government would continue to struggle 
through a process as simple as a  payroll 
system in this era where technology in the 
financial system has simplified processes. 
It is sad that the only process government 
knows to resolve the challenge is 
continuous verification exercise. 

It is disturbing that government has 
continued to repeat this exercise even 
when it is clear that previous ones were 
yet to yield the desired results. We further 
call on the government to spare the 
workers and weak pensioners the agony, 
mental stress and financial challenge of  
running up and down indulging in 
unending verification exercise. 

The senior citizens deserve our respect 
and should be allowed to enjoy their 
retirement in peace. It is not certain that 
this government has the welfare of  its 
citizens at heart else it would realize the 
impact of  unpaid wages on the workforce 
with its implication for Imo's fragile 
economy that is driven by public sector 
financing. 

Appropriately payment of  salaries and 
wages should come under the first line 
charge in government disbursements. We 
call on the government to restore this else 
the citizens may be right in their 
conclusion that the government invented 
a deliberate policy to undermine its 
workers for reasons best known to it.

Monday, March 1 2021

Front page commentary

Imo workers and unending 
salary verifications
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The Senate confirms its nuisance

he Nigeria Senate last Tweek confirmed that it is 
okay for Nigerian schools 

to have no roofs and no libraries; 
for states and local governments 
to have no access and no roads; 
and for hospitals and clinics to 
have no doctors or medicine.

If  you did not hear the story, 
it is probably because you were 
expecting to see it on CNN.  But 
the Senate achieved it simply by 
confirming its subservience to the 
executive arm of  government, 
and that it lacks the dignity or 
credibility to represent their 
constituents.

I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  v i a b l e 
explanation for its “decision” to 
confirm as ambassadors and 
t h e r e b y  s a v e  t h e m  f r o m 
international legal exposure, 
General Muhammadu Buhari's 
immediate past service chiefs: 
Gabriel  Olonisakin,  Tukur 
Buratai, Ibok Ibas, and Abubakar 
Sadique.

In effect, and as has been the 
story for over two decades, the 
Senate was working for the 
executive. It is over two decades 
since I first cried out about the 
growing stench in the National 
Assembly, notably the Senate. It 
was November 2002, when 
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
came face - to - face  wi th  an 
i m p e a c h m e n t  t h r e a t  f o r 
constitutional violations.

Then entered Chief  Arthur 
N z e r i b e  ( P D P / O r l u  E a s t 
Constituency), who disclosed 
t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o 
impeachment.  He said the threat 
had been paid for, at a cost of  
N300m, with N60m going to the 
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  h i s 
supporters, and N3m to every 

g ove r n m e n t s  [ w h i c h ]  a r e 
represented here now to produce 
the same people in 2011.” Under 
pressure, the PDP refused to 
endorse that plan, and most of  the 
senators drowned in a pool of  
their own arrogance, failing to 
survive the primaries.

What is perhaps even more 
ironic is that in 2010, Mr. Mark 
begged visiting delegations, 
including one from Kenya, to 
support Nigeria's efforts to 
s o l i d i f y  i t s  d e m o c r a t i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  e f f e c t , 
foreigners—including other 
Africans—were being asked to 
take responsibility for building a 
house that the owners were 
themselves refusing to build.

Little wonder that in 2012, 
and in response to the threatened 
impeachment  of  Pres ident 
Goodluck Jonathan over poor 
budget implementation, Nzeribe 
would dismiss members of  the 
National Assembly as being “too 
corrupt.”  He said they lacked the 
moral courage that would arise 
from the respect of  Nigerians.

In my view, the first stage of  
the decay of  the Senate ended 
with the 2011 elections and the 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  P D P ' s 
“stealing-is-not-corruption” era.  
I t  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n 
international reputation for 
greed, paying itself  the largest 
legislative wages and allowances 
on earth. In 2012, the Senate also 
contrived to spend nearly N2bn 
for new Toyota Land Cruiser cars 
for members at a cost of  N16m 
each.

I have observed, elsewhere, 
that the upper chamber became 
everything from a hiding place for 
former governors fleeing from 
their crimes in their states to a 
retirement home for former party 

other senator.  Well, Obasanjo 
survived the threat and won a 
second te r m of  o f f i ce  the 
following year.

I t  i s  fur ther  known to 
everyone that beyond surviving 
that threat, Obasanjo attempted 
to pluck a third term out of  thin 
air despite achieving little.  
Among others, Buhari would say, 
“You know there was no power 
(electricity) under the previous 
administrations…Those people 
who say they spent 16 billion 
dollars on power, they will 
account for it.”

W h a t  i s  o f t e n  l e s s 
remembered is that the Senate 
also audited Obasanjo's road 
project claims in July 2007.   
According to Senator Ayogu Eze 
who moved that motion, the 
Obasanjo government spent on 
t h a t  f i l e  a l o n e  “ o ve r  N 1 
trillion…with minimal or no 
impact.”

Because it is the character of  
the Nigeria Senate, and because 
the Senate lacked the discipline to 
be anything but the handmaid of  
the executive or the PDP, nothing 
came of  it.

Nigerians who are paying 
attention would remember that in 
2009, Senate President David 
Mark declared on behalf  of  his 
colleagues that there was no need 
for any of  them to have to 
revalidate themselves at the polls 
at the 2011 elections.

That plan was for each of  the 
80 PDP senators to be made an 
automatic candidate, thereby 
avoiding the party primaries.

“After every four years, after 
an election, people begin to 
clamour for their own local 
government to produce the next 
senator,” Mark declared.  “It 
should be the turn of  the local 

operatives eager to be close to Aso 
Rock.

Governors used their second 
term to convert that office into a 
Senate seat, to enable them to 
relocate to Abuja and avoid the 
immediate consequences of  their 
perfidy.  Ministers who had 
publicly fleeced their offices 
found in the Senate a prize worth 
paying for.  If  you had stolen 
academic credentials, the Senate 
had a seat for you.  If  you had a 
talent for visiting sex toy shops 
and beating up the clerk on 
c a m e r a ,  t h e  S e n a t e  h a d 
committees for you.

T h i s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
irresponsibility, arrogance and 
greed became a game in 2015 
with the taking-over of  the Senate 
by a divided All Progressives 
Congress (APC).  As you may 
remember, each senator obtained 
an official “loan” to buy a luxury 
car that year.

Only months later, as APC 
consolidated, the story broke that 
the Senate was again buying new 
cars for its members, at a cost of  
about N3.8 billion, a price that 
was widely thought to have been 
inf lated.  Senate President 
Bukola Saraki declined to obtain 
one at that point.

The Transition Monitoring 
Group described the move as 
“criminal,” and urged Buhari to 
stop the “hedonistic acquisition 
in these lean times.”

Again in 2018, the Senate 
wa s  p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Assembly's massive N6.6billion 
purchase of  cars for its members 
at a time Nigeria had become the 
poverty capital of  the world.

Only months after that, CNN 
reported on how a coalition of  
civil society groups was trying to 
block the purchase of  luxury cars 

for principal officers of  the 
Senate.

In December 2019, Senate 
P r e s i d e n t  A h m a d  L aw a n 
announced that Buhari had 
a p p r o v e d  N 3 7 b n  f o r  t h e 
renovation of  the National 
Assembly complex.  That figure 
was different from the N128 
billion allocated for the Assembly. 
BudgIt, a remarkable civil society 
g r o u p  w h i c h  m o n i t o r s 
government spending, revealed in 
March 2019 that since 1999, the 
Assembly had guzzled over 
N1.752 trillion.

This menace is possible only 
because of  barefaced institutional 
collusion between the executive 
and the legislature.  Between 
Buhari and the 9th Assembly, the 
cesspool has become complete 
because the only corruption 
Buhari acknowledges is looting.

Nothing demonstrates this 
collapse better than the Senate's 
d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n f i r m  a s 
a m b a s s a d o r s — a n d  a s  a 
priority—the very symbols of  
Nigeria's insecurity in the last five 
years.

Ironically, members of  the 
Nigeria Senate like to refer to 
themselves as “distinguished.”  
But in the past 22 years, this has 
evolved into a cruel inside joke; 
they are not distinguished but 
decadent. Last week, there was 
little surprise that three days after 
t h e  S e n a t e  c o n f i r m e d  i t s 
ambassadors of  insecurity, 
hundreds of  schoolgirls were 
abducted in Zamfara State.  It is a 
reminder that Nigeria's misery 
continues.  Buhari will call 
another security meeting.

Clearly, most senators want 
only money and luxury cars.  Not 
for them the deep questions of  
nation and nationals.

By Sonala Olumhense

President Muhamadu Buhari and the Senate President, Ahmad Lawan
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angote Group has Ds u g g e s t e d  f o r 
inclusion in the 

Petroleum Industry Bill a 
provision that the license to 
import petroleum products 
should be assigned only to 
companies with active 
refining licenses.

The company, which is 
building a 650,000-barrels-
per-day refinery in Lagos, 
said this would encourage 
investment in local refining.

The Chief  Strategy 
Officer, Dangote Group, 
A l iyu  Su le iman ,  in  a 
presentation during a visit 
by members of  the National 
Assembly's Joint committee 
on PIB to the project site, 
h i g h l i g h t e d  s e v e r a l 
recommendations by the 

l e c t r i c i t y Ed i s t r i b u t i o n 
companies in the 

country received a total of  
407,622 complaints from 
their customers in the first 
half  of  2020, the latest data 
f r o m  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Electr ic i ty  Regulator y 
Commission have shown.

Customers of  the 11 
Discos lodged 204,506 
complaints in the first 
quarter of  2020 and 203,116 
c o m p l a i n t s  i n  Q 2 , 
indicating an average of  
more than 2,200 complaints 
pe r  day,  accord ing  to 
NERC.

“In total, the Discos 
a t t e n d e d  t o  1 8 9 , 6 8 4 
complaints, representing an 
increase of  1.09 percentage 
points from the preceding 
quarter,” it said in its latest 
quarterly report, adding that 
Ibadan and Benin Discos 
had the lowest customers' 
complaints resolution rates 
in the period.

Enugu Disco received 
the highest number of  
customer complaints during 
Q2, while Yola Disco got 
the lowest.

“It is noteworthy that 
both Enugu and Yola have 
consistently recorded the 
h i g h e s t  a n d  t h e  l e a s t 
c u s t o m e r  c o m p l a i n t s 
r e spec t ive ly  s ince  the 
second quarter of  2019,” the 
regulator said.

I t  sa id  the  Di scos ' 
c u s t o m e r  c o m p l a i n t s 
c e n t r e d  o n  s e r v i c e 
interruption, poor voltage, 
load shedding, metering, 
e s t i m a t e d  b i l l i n g , 
disconnection, delayed 
connection, among others.

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  
complaints on metering and 
billing increased and still 
dominates the customer 

complaints  dur ing the 
quar ter under review,” 
NERC added.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
commission, metering and 
billing accounted for 44.51 
per cent (i.e., 90,408) of  the 
total complaints received 
during Q2 2020 as against 
42.96 per cent (i.e., 87,854) 
recorded in the preceding 
quarter.

It said, “Another issue 
o f  se r ious  concer n  to 
c u s t o m e r s  i s  s e r v i c e 
i n t e r r u p t i o n  a n d 
d i s c o n n e c t i o n  w h i c h 
respectively account for 
20.37 per cent (41,381) and 
10.55 per cent (21,427) of  
t h e  t o t a l  c u s t o m e r 
complaints  dur ing the 
quarter.

“To address customers' 
c o m p l a i n t s ,  t h e 
c o m m i s s i o n ,  o n  a 
continuous basis, monitors 
the complaint handling and 
resolution process adopted 
by Discos.”

NERC said it had been 
implementing some of  the 
recommendations from the 
rev iew o f  the  Discos ' 
compliance with service 
standards conducted in 
2018.

According to the report, 
the commission is strictly 
monitoring the Discos' 
compliance to its directive 
on monthly submission of  
their customers' complaints 
reports to ensure timely 
regulatory interventions 
when necessary.

The commission said it 
had also commenced the 
review of  its strategy of  
m o n i t o r i n g  D i s c o s ' 
c u s t o m e r s '  c o m p l a i n t 
handling and resolution 
process with a view to 
f u r t h e r  i m p r o v e  i t s 
regulatory oversights on 

D i s c o s '  h a n d l i n g  o f  
customer complaints.

It said, “This includes, 
but not limited to, the review 
of  the operation of  the 
c o m m i s s i o n ' s  Fo r u m 
Offices, which are set up to 
redress  the customers ' 
complaints that are not 
adequately resolved by the 
Discos.

“Similar to the category 
of  complaints received by 
the Discos, billing issue 
topped the complaints 
received by the Forum 
Offices, accounting for 
41.95 per cent of  the total.”

NERC said this implied 
that billing issue was mostly 
t h e  c o m p l a i n t  n o t 
satisfactorily resolved by 
Discos' customer care units.

n affirmation of  its Ic o m m i t m e n t  t o 
N i g e r i a n s ,  M T N 

Nigeria has supported over 
2,000 retailers with ultra-
modern kiosks as part of  its 
“Kiosk as a Service” (KaaS) 
scheme. The scheme aims to 
uplift retailers across the 
country.

T h e  “ K i o s k  a s  a 
Service” scheme has been 
created to empower at least 
2,000 retailers in Nigeria 
with solar-paneled kiosks. 
The modern kiosks are 
equipped with self-sufficient 
energ y  sources  which 
enables the retailers to save 
on extra costs for energy 
consumption.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
laudable scheme, the Chief  
Sales and Distribution 
Officer, MTN Nigeria, Mr. 
Kunle Adebiyi, said, “The 
'Kiosk as a Service' is a 

demonstration of  MTN's 
u n wave r i n g  b e l i e f  i n 
p a r t n e r s h i p .  We  a r e 

unior Achievement 

J( J A )  N i g e r i a , 
a n n o u n c e d  a 

partnership with Facebook 
in line with the vision of  
raising a generation of  
digitally-inclined young 
business leaders. This new 
partnership will result in the 
incorporation of  a digital 
marketing module into JA's 
flagship company program 
to empower young people 
with digital  marketing 
skills.

J u s t i f y i n g  t h e 
partnership, the Executive 
D i r e c t o r ,  J u n i o r 

Achievement  Niger ia , 
Foluso Gbadamosi said, 
“ We  a r e  t h a n k f u l  t o 
Facebook for this amazing 
partnership that will help 
our Company Program 
s t u d e n t s  b o o s t  t h e i r 
business profitability and 
equip them with digital 
marketing skills. Digital 
marketing is the skill of  the 
f u t u r e.  I t  f u l f i l l s  t h e 
objectives of  traditional 
marketing concepts and 
d e l i v e r s  c o m p e t i t i v e 
advantages, measurable 
ROI and better visibility and 
engagement.”

“ T h e  e c o n o m i c 

empowerment of  Nigeria 
remains a priority for us at 
Facebook. We are excited to 
partner with JAN as it is an 
oppor tunity to fur ther 
p r o v i d e  N i g e r i a n 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  s m a l l 
b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  a n d 
citizens with the skills 
needed to build a profitable 
business in a digital society. 
This partnership adds to our 
ongoing efforts to promote, 
guide and boost efforts to 
grow Nigeria's economy by 
empowering citizens with 
digital skills,” said Phil 
Oduor, Policy Programs 
Manager at Facebook.

empowering our retailers so 
that through this scheme, 
they can turn things up for 
themselves and in turn, the 
country. We are confident 
that this will empower 

thousands of  Nigerians to 
become the much-needed 
drivers of  the country's 
e c o n o my  b e c a u s e  w e 
believe that we can go far 
when we go together.”

s h o r t f a l l s  s h o u l d  b e 
assigned only to companies 
with active refining licenses. 
I m p o r t  vo l u m e  t o  b e 
a l l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n 
participants based on their 
respective production in the 
preceding quarter. Such 
import will be done under 
the DSDP scheme,” he said.

According to Dangote 
Group, fuel imports into 
Nigeria are of  very low 
q u a l i t y,  a n d  t h i s  h a s 
harmful effect on health.

“ I t  a l s o  i m p a c t s 
performance and durability 
of  vehicles, especially high 
p e r f o r m a n c e  c a r s . 
E C O WA S  m e m b e r s 
(including Nigeria) signed a 
declaration in February 

2020 to adopt cleaner 
fuels,” it said.

The company suggested 
that to safeguard the health 
of  Nigerians, imported 
petroleum products must 
conform to the Afri -5 
speci f icat ion (50 ppm 
sulphur) in line with the 
ECOWAS declaration of  

igerian Breweries 

NPlc is lighting up 
f o u r  c i t i e s  i n 

Nigeria as it continues the 
launch of  its new tequila-
based beer, Desperados. 
The beer regarded globally 
as an iconic beer for young 
fun lovers will be bringing its 
unique exper iences  to 
celebrities, influencers, and 
other young free-spirited 
N i g e r i a n s  w h o  e n j o y 
challenging the norms.

h e  C h a r t e r e d TInstitute of  Bankers 
of  Nigeria has said 

b a n k i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
programmes will provide 
bankers with specialised 
knowledge and skills in 
specific areas of  interest.

I t  a l s o  s a i d  s u c h 
programmes would help to 
transform competencies in 
different job functions in the 

b a n k i n g  a n d  f i n a n c e 
industry.

The  Reg i s t ra r,  Seye 
Awojobi, disclosed this 
during the institute's virtual 
meeting on the new banking 
professional examination 
and certification syllabi.

Awojobi, who delivered a 
paper on 'Syllabus for 
Bankers of  Today and the 
Future, '  sa id,  “Strong 

emphasis will be placed on 
technology, digital skills 
and innovation as well as 
providing a pathway for 
a t ta in ing  the  f lagsh ip 
a s s o c i a t e s h i p  o f  t h e 
Char tered Inst i tute of  
Bankers qualification.

“The global banking 
industr y is  s tr iving to 
remain relevant in today's 
era of  unprecedented speed, 
innovation and disruption 
of  age-long processes.

The  ro l l -out  which 
started on February 12, 
2021 will see the four cities- 
Abuja, Ibadan, Enugu, and 
Owerri-embrace the new 
tequila-flavoured beer that 
has revolutionised the beer 
game in over 50 countries.

S a r a h  A g h a ,  t h e 
P o r t f o l i o  M a n a g e r , 
Flavoured & Craft beer 
Nigerian Breweries Plc, says 
the launch of  Desperados in 
these cities will reinvigorate 

the beer culture in Nigeria. 
“Desperados is built around 
wild experimentations and 
creative energy and the goal 
for the nationwide rollout is 
to awaken the cities of  
Enugu, Ibadan, Owerri, and 
Abuja with its appeal to the 
young and free-spirited. At 
Nigerian Breweries Plc, we 
embrace the spirit of  self-
e x p r e s s i o n  a n d 
experimentation that form 
the nucleus of  Desperados,” 
she stressed.

Buttressing the unique 
DNA of  the Desperados 
b rand ,  the  Marke t ing 
D i r e c t o r ,  N i g e r i a n 
Brewer i e s,  Emmanue l 
Oriakhi said, “Desperados 
is a brand that expresses an 
unconventional and daring 
out look on l i fe  which 
resonates with the energetic 
a n d  v i b r a n t  y o u n g 
Nigerians.”

February 2020 on adoption 
of  the Afri-Fuels Roadmap.

The company described 
the provision in the PIB for 
t h i r d - p a r t y  a c c e s s  t o 
pipelines as a source of  
concern

“ S e c t i o n  1 1 3 ( 3 ) 
mandates the regulator to 
ensure third party access to 
facilities and pipelines for 
m i d s t r e a m  a n d 
downstream petroleum 
operations. It is not clear 
how this would work but it 
means that a third party 
could potentially request to 
use any excess capacity at 

the refinery, fertilizer or 
trading facilities,” it said.

T h e  c o m p a n y 
recommended that if  this 
must  be  re ta ined,  the 
provision should be for 
tariffs to be on a willing-
buyer, willing-seller basis, 
adding, “Bill currently 
a t tempts  to  provide  a 
formula for calculating 
this.”

company.
He said, “Nigeria is 

exceptional in being a major 
oil producer with near zero 
refining capacity.

“Though the Dangote 
Refinery will help address 
this, there could be periods 
when petroleum products 
may need to be imported, 
such as when the refinery is 
undergoing turnaround 
maintenance or if  demand 
grows to exceed capacity.”

T h e  c o m p a n y 
recommended that the 
b a c k wa r d  i n t e g r a t i o n 
policy should be applied in 
the downstream petroleum 
s e c t o r  t o  e n c o u r a g e 
investment in local refining.

“To support this, license 
to import any product 
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Facebook partners JA to equip youths
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he Police Command in TAnambra say they have 
a r r e s t e d  t h r e e 

s u s p e c t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  
different cult groups in the 

 l e a d e r  o f  t h e 

Anotorious Icelander 
cult group in Bayelsa 

State, identified simply as 
Uzorma, yesterday shot dead 
one of  his members at a close 
range because of  rivalry over a 
girlfriend.

The incident occurred in 
Azikoro town in Yenagoa 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

Uzorma was reportedly 
engaged in an argument with 
the yet-to-be identified girl on 
Thursday evening and insisted 
that she must go home with 
him to pass the night, but the 
girl allegedly declined his 
overtures and openly declared 
her feelings for the yet-to-be-
i d e n t i f i e d  d e c e a s e d ;  a 
development that sparked a 

ver a hundred cultists 

Oh a v e  d e n o u n c e d 
c u l t i s m  i n 

Orimekpang community, Boki 
LGA of  Cross River State.

S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
denunciation occasion, the 
Chairman of  the Council, 
Pastor John Ewa emphasized 
the need for peace and unity 
which according to him is 
paramount to the development 
of  every society.

He advised the cultists to 
repent from their ways and 
never return to cultism.

John Ewa also promised to 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o 
denounced cultism will be 
speedily reintegrated into 
society through training and 
empowerment programs.

H o n  E w a  a s k e d  t h e 
repented cultists not to allow 
any political leader to lure 
them back to such devilish acts 
again.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e 
Councillor of  the Abo Ward, 
Pius Kejuo Osang thanked 
God for making it possible for 
the youth to embrace peace 
and unity by denouncing 

cultism.
It was gathered that since 

the establishment of  Operation 
Akpakwu in the state, criminal 
activities and cultism have 
drastically reduced.

The security outfit had on 
several occasions carried out 
r o u t i n e  c h e c k s  a n d 
enlightenment campaigns in 
schools, in a quest to curb 
cultism and other criminal 
vices.

Speaking with newsmen, 
some of  the suspected cultists 
who denounced the group said 
they are tired, “We are tired of  

he Federal Capital TTe r r i t o r y  P o l i c e 
Command says it has 

ar res ted  40  suspects  in 
connection with various 
criminal offences.

T h e  P o l i c e  P u b l i c 
Relations Officer in the FCT, 
A S P  M a r i a m  Y u s u f , 

disclosed this in a statement 
on Sunday in Abuja.

Yusuf  listed the offences 
to include: car snatching, 
drug peddling, armed robbery 
and public nuisance within 
the territory.

She said the suspects were 
arrested during coordinated 

raids and patrols along Abaji, 
Gwarinpa, Asokoro, Jabi-
Daki Biyu and Mabushi axis 
of  the city between Feb. 18 
and Feb. 24.

According to her, one 
White Toyota Hilux, one 
Toyota Corolla, one locally 
f a b r i c a t e d  r i f l e ,  2 1 
unexpended cartridges and 
one  mach ine  gun  were 

recovered from the suspects.
She further revealed that 

all the suspects have been 
arraigned in court except the 
car snatching syndicates, who 
will be arraigned upon the 
conclusion of  investigations.

The PPRO urged FCT 
residents to remain calm, law-
a b i d i n g  a n d  e n s u r e 
compliance with all COVID-
19 regulations.

being  members  of  these 
groups”

The event which took place 
at the church premises was 
hosted by Rev Fr Emmanuel 
Ukwa and also in attendance 
were Pius Kejuo Osang, the 
Clan Head of  Orimekpang and 
his Chiefs, Youths and Women 
Leaders, among others.

confrontation between the two 
cult members.

It was learnt that the 
deceased with the support of  
four other members resisted 
a t t e m p t  b y  U z o r m a  t o 
“oppress” him over a girl.

They allegedly allowed 
them to fight it out without a 
victor on that day.

It was further learnt that at 
about 5 am the following day 
(Friday), Uzorma, reportedly 
born to an Igbo father and 
Epie mother from Yenagoa, 
stormed the house of  the 
deceased and shot him at a 
close range.

An eyewitness, who spoke 
in confidence, said: “The 
deceased was woken up in his 
sleep. He was held down and 
his face tied with a cloth. 

Uzorma shot him at a close 
range.

“When the news of  the 
incident filtered into town, 
members and other unit 
leaders were wondering who 
ki l led the deceased,  but 
Uzorma boldly told them that 
he was the one that killed him 
and not any rival gang.”

The suspect  and the 
deceased were both identified 
by residents of  the area as 
notorious cult members and 
allegedly involved in dealing in 
illicit drugs and robberies 
around Azikoro town and 
Ekeki community in Yenagoa 
metropolis.

It was also learnt that 
before  the incident ,  the 
suspected killer was on the 
wanted list of  the police 
command but was always 
shielded by some powerful 
politicians from Yenagoa 
LGA.

He was also said to have 
been fingered in a failed 
a t tempt  to  k i l l  a  pol ice 
personnel who arrested him 
some years ago after he was 
brought out of  police custody 
by his political friends.

Efforts made to confirm 
the report from the state police 
command yielded no result as 
ca l l s  to  the  spokesman, 
Asinim Butswat, failed.

followed the raid of  their 
hideouts by personnel of  
Special Anti-Cultism Squad 
(SPACS) ,  fo l lowing  an 
intelligence report. He said 

unit (SPACS) arrested three 
notorious cultists, following 
raids conducted on their 
h i d e o u t s .  “ S u s p e c t s 
confessed to being members 
o f  Payton and Vik ings 
confraternities. “They will be 
c h a r g e d  t o  c o u r t  f o r 
p r o s e c u t i o n  a f t e r  t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e 
investigation,'' he stated. 

Mohammed also assured 
Anambra residents of  the 
command's continued effort 
to rid the state of  criminals. 

state. Haruna Mohammed, the 
Police Public Relations Officer 
(CSP), announced this in a 
statement on Sunday in Awka. 

Mohammed said the arrest 

the suspects had allegedly 
confessed to being members 
of  'Payton' and 'Viking' 
confraternities. He, however, 
did not disclose which part of  
t h e  s t a t e  t h e y  w e r e 
apprehended. “On February 
28, at about 6.20 am after 
r e c e i v i n g  a  c r e d i b l e 
intelligence report, police 
operatives, attached to the 
Command Special Anti-cult 

 health facility has 

Ab e e n  r a z e d  b y 
inferno in Ikare-

Akoko, headquarters of  
Akoko North East Local 
Government Area of  Ondo 
State.

The multi-million naira 
health facility which is a 
National Primary Health 
Centre was said to have been 
gutted by fire allegedly 
caused by bush burning.

Some residents who 
we r e  f u r i o u s  ove r  t h e 
development accused the 
federa l  gover nment  o f  
abandoning the facility 
which was supposed to 
provide health care services 
to them.

Also,  lamenting the 
magnitude of  the loss, a civil 

servant who resides in the 
community, Margaret Owati 
disclosed that efforts were 
made to put off  the fire but 
the perimeter fence of  the 
facility hindered the move as 
no one could scale the fence.

Owati explained that 
when contact to help put off  
the fire, men of  the fire 
service in Ikare Akoko 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency has seized 

46.8 kilograms of  suspected 
Tramadol capsules worth 
N50 million in Mubi, Mubi 
North Local Government 
Area of  Adamawa.

T h e  N D L E A 
Commander in the state, Mr 
I d r i s  B e l l o ,  m a d e  t h e 
disclosure in a chat with 
newsmen at the weekend in 
Yola.

Bello said that the drug 
was seized in a house at 
Unguwan Madina, Mubi 
town.

Bello explained that the 
command had also seized 82 
b l o c k s  o f  c o m p r e s s e d 
substance,  weighing 79 
kilogrammes, believed to be 
Cannabis Sativa, popularly 
known as Indian Hemp, in 
Lafiya-Lamurde in Lamurde 
Local Government Area of  
the state.

“ T h e  A d a m a w a 
Command of  NDLEA, on 
Feb. 19, successfully arrested 
a suspect, with 225mg of  
Tramadol tablets, 100mg 
capsules and Diazepam 
tablets, all weighing 46.8 kg.

“ S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e 
Command, on Feb. 24, also 
arrested a suspect, of  Lafiya-
Lamurde, in possession of  82 
b l o c k s  o f  c o m p r e s s e d 

Cannabis Sativa substance, 
weighing 70 kg, in Lamurde 
Local Government Area,” he 
said.

T h e  N D L E A 
commander explained that 
from January to date, the 
command had arrested no 
fewer than 136 suspects in 
connection with drug-related 
cases across the state.

He also disclosed that 
during the period under 
review, 12 people  were 
convicted, while 67 cases 
were still pending at the 
Federal High Court, Yola.

Bel lo  a t t r ibuted  the 
ach ievements  r ecorded 
within the period to what he 
c a l l e d  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d 
sacrifice by the personnel, 
working in synergy with 
o t h e r  s i s t e r  a g e n c i e s , 
vigilante groups and the 
communities.

While acknowledging 
the support of  the Federal 
and State Governments to the 
command, he added that 
w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
stakeholders, NDLEA would 
continue to cr ipple the 
activities of  il l icit drug 
dealers in the state.

“I am warning illicit drug 
merchants to either leave the 
state or be arrested and dealt 
with accordingly,” he stated.

complained of  lack of  
functional vehicle.

While describing the fire 
incident as unfortunate and a 
colossal loss, a community 
l e a d e r ,  C h i e f  Te d d y 
Ojuolape, stated that a huge 
fund had been committed 
into the project but was later 
abandoned.

He urged members of  the 
public to provide useful and 
timely information that 
would help nip crime in the 
bud. “The Commissioner of  
Police, Monday Kuryas, 
r e a s s u r e  a l l  A n a m b r a 
residents that the command, 
u n d e r  h i s  wa t c h ,  w i l l 
continue to work assiduously 
until the crime is reduced to 
the barest in the state,'' he 
stated.
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Cr   me Watch
Police nab 3 suspected cultists in Anambra

Cult leader kills member over
girlfriend in Bayelsa

Over one hundred cultists
in Cross River community
denounce cultism

Police arrest 40 suspects over criminal
offences in FCT

Fire razes, destroys abandoned multi
-million naira health facility in Ondo

NDLEA seizes N50m worth
Tramadol capsules

The repentant cultists

The burnt health facility
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he most decorated police Tofficer in the history of  
the Nigeria Police, DCP 

Abba Kyari, is in Owerri, Imo 
State, with the directive to fish out 
and arrest members of  the 
Eastern Security Network, a 
group linked to IPOB. In the last 
three weeks, there have been 
several reported cases of  clashes 
between the  ESN and the 
national security agencies which 
on some occasions led to loss of  
lives and properties. 

A source informed News 
Echo that the essence of  Kyari's 
mission to Owerri was to “ensure 
that ESN does not grow in size 
and strength like Boko Haram in 
the North or start replicating in 
the South East what OPC and the 
militants did in the South West 
and South – South respectively. 
You know, if  the ESN gains 
ground and begin to engage the 
security forces fire –for – fire, it 
will be too much for the security 
agencies to contend with. So, you 
k n o w  t h e  c a p a c i t y  a n d 
antecedent of  Kyari in the area of  
undercover operations”. 

However, investigation has 
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o t h e r 
i n t e r ve n i n g  f a c t o r s  h ave 
combined to making Kyari's 
assignment a difficult mission. 
The revelation indicates that law 
abiding members of  the public 
are being arrested and arraigned 
as ESN and IPOB members. 

Accord ing  to  i t ,  “The 
International Society for Civil 
Liberties & Rule of  Law is 
strongly calling for immediate 
discharge and acquittal of   those 
paraded recently by the Nigerian 
Army, 82 Division in Enugu and 
its satellite formations: the 34 
Brigade, Owerri and the 302 
Artillery Regiment, Onitsha, to 
be released unconditionally. The 
army must also release about 30 

and they must be discharged and 
acquitted. Citizens numbering 
over 33 were paraded by the 
Nigerian Army and labeled 
“IPOB/ESN terrorists  and 
murderers who recently killed 

abducted same date and time by 
soldiers. Also abducted same day 
at the church were the presiding 
p r i e s t ,  P a s t o r  P a u l i n u s 
Izuchukwu Offor and seven 
others; namely: Johnson Francis, 
Izuchukwu Osuzuigbo, Chigozie 
Onyekaigwe, Obi Nzubechukwu 
D a n i e l ,  C h u k w u d i 
Chukwubueze, Ezenwa Chisindi 
and Emmanuel Chiadi. Citizen 
Johnson Francis and six others 
were later granted bail at the Imo 
State CID”.  

It must be pointed out that 
every available information 
points to the fact that Kyari is 
doing everything professionally 
possible to ensure that those 
arrested by his team are indeed 
members of  the ESN guards. 
Meanwhile,  other  securi ty 
agencies seem not to be in 
agreement with the style of  
Kyari. As a source explained it, 
“all that they are doing (as 
explained above) is to arrest 
anybody anywhere and label 
such person as a member of  the 
ESN or IPOB. This is wrong. The 
security forces must sit down and 
do their job thoroughly. We learnt 
that  Kyari  is  in town. We 
welcome him because we have 
his confidence based on his 
record. We are aware of  his well 
articulated jobs including arrest 
of  Nigeria's most notorious 
kidnap kingpin bi l l ionaire 
kidnapper Chukwudumeme 
Onwaumadike aka Evans in 
Lagos  S ta te  and  h i s  gang 
members. He also led the squad 
that arrested the killers of  former 
Chief  of  Defense Staff  (CDS) Air 
Marshal Alex Badeh 'rtd' along 
Keffi-Gitata Kaduna Road. Of  
course, he captured the deadly 
Kidnapper, Henry Chibueze aka 
“Vampire” in Owerri, Imo State 
and his gang members. But we 
are against what the other 
security operatives are doing here 
in Orlu and some other places in 
the South East”. 

It will be recalled that Orlu 
Local Government Area, was 
recently in turmoil as military 
men allegedly went on rampage, 
killing several civilians in revenge 
for  the i r  dead col leagues. 
Investigation said that a body, 
Eastern Security Network (ESN) 
said to be l inked to IPOB 
sponsored by  Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu engaged the military in a 
bloody confrontation. The crisis 
worsened and ultimately some 
shops, business centres and 
houses were burnt. On this 
account, the Imo State governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma invited 
the military to quench the crisis. 

other members of  the public 
a b d u c t e d  a n d  c u r r e n t l y 
languishing in cells numbering 
over 30. For the nine abductees 
arraigned and remanded, charges 
against them must be withdrawn 

soldiers and innocent civilians in 
Orlu”. 

The statement continued, 
“On the contrary, investigations 
carried out by Intersociety 
clearly shows that most, if  not all 
t h e  p a r a d e d  c i t i z e n s  a r e 
innocent  and  de fense les s 
citizens abducted in their homes, 
church sanctuaries and other 
quiet places in Orlu, Njaba, Orsu 
a n d  O r u  E a s t  L o c a l 
Government Areas of  Imo State 
and some parts of  Ihiala and 
N n e w i  S o u t h  L o c a l 
Government Areas of  Anambra 
State. They include Christian 
clerics of  the African Instituted 
Churches – a branch of  the 
Christian Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN) and some mentally 
c h a l l e n ge d  c i t i z e n s.  T h e 
abducted and paraded included 
nine persons secretly arraigned 
last week Friday, 19th Feb 2021 
at the Magistrate Court 16 in 
Owerri, Imo State, labeled 
“murderers of  soldiers in Orlu” 
and remanded in Prison or 
Correctional custody”.

The release went on to give 
a detai led account of  the 
identities of  those arrested and 
arraigned. It said, “Among the 
mentally challenged persons 
abducted, paraded, arraigned 
and remanded in Prison or 
Cor rec t iona l  cus tody  a re 
Citizens Amuche Oguaju and 
Ambrose Ibeanuka. Citizen 
Oguaju was a 200 Level Zoology 
Student  of  the Imo State 
University, Owerri who dropped 
out because of  his mental illness. 
He was subsequently admitted at 
a Psychiatric Hospital in Owerri 
from where he was referred to a 
spiritual healing center run by 
t h e  H o u s e  o f  P r a y e r 
International Covenant Church 
in Okporo-Orlu where he was 
responding to treatment before 
his abduction by soldiers in the 
early morning of  on 22nd Jan 
2021. Citizen Ibeanuka, on his 
part, is an elderly man in his 
sevent ie s  and  a  menta l ly 
challenged person. He was also 
receiving treatment at the same 
House of  Prayer International 
Covenant Church before he was 

By Ori Martins 

Abba Kyari’s mission in Imo
endangered: Chases
Eastern Security
Network Guards
Army, police arrest pastor,
old man as ESN operatives  

Kyari

Uzodimma
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Photo News

News Echo trains staff 
on enhancing professionalism 
and journalism skills  

The trainers, from L - R: Alhaji Oladeinde, Steve Nwosu, Taiwo Obe and Dr. Austin Uganwa   Mr. Taiwo Obe delivering one of his lectures to News Echo staff. 

Management of News Echo pose with the trainers.  The managing editor of News Echo, Mr Ori Martins making a point during the training. 

Acting editor-in-chief Mr Jude Owuamanam making a remark. 

Mr Taiwo Obe delivering another lecture. Cross section of News Echo Staff listening to the lectures. 

Operations manager, Mrs Patricia Nwoye stressing a point. 

Dr Austin Uganwa delivering his lecture. 
One of the trainers, Mr Steve Nwosu handing a certificate of attendance 
to the executive editor, Jennifer John.

Nonye Udimiri, Aba correspondent of News Echo asking a question 
during the training. 

Ikenna Orioha receiving his certificate. Nnewi correspondent, Karen James receiving her certificate. Staff of News Echo in a group photograph with the trainers.News Echo editor, Mr Afam Echi receiving his certificate of 
attendance . 

News Echo Staff. 
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Jangebe abduction will be theJangebe abduction will be the
last last  – Buhari – Buhari From Karen James,

Nnewi

T
he Standards Or-
ganization of  Ni-
geria (SON) has is-

sued fresh and renewable 
Mandatory Conformity 
Assessment Programme 
(MANCAP) certificates 
to 20 manufacturing 
companies in Anambra.

Director-General of  
SON, Mr. Farouk Salim 
who issued the certifi-
cates in Awka, said the 
SON MANCAP scheme 
was a standardization 
process that was being 
used to help to make it 
easier for small and me-
dium enterprises to com-
pete internationally.

The DG, who was rep-
resented by Mr. Olalekan 
Omoniyi, said that while 
a product may be fit for 
a purpose in an environ-
ment, globalization en-
sures that products could 
no longer be restricted to 
a geographical location.

He noted that products 
manufactured in Anam-
bra State might find its 
way to another locali-
ty and the MANCAP 
certificate, a means of  
showing the world that 
these products might be 
Made-in-Nigeria, ``but 
they are Made-for-the 
World”.

“The companies we are 
issuing MANCAP which 
are certified for the whole 
African continent usage, 
included `Landum Alu-
minum, A-Z Petroleum 
Products Ltd, Rolex Alu-
minum, Ezebuike Alu-
minum, Godwin Okafor 
and Sons Ind. Ltd., Ken 
Maduako Group Ltd., 
Jezco Oil Ltd., e-Meks 
Aluminum Ltd, Seahorse 

Lubricants Ltd., Elobest 
Aluminum Ltd.

Others are Resources 
Improvement and Man-
ufacturing Ltd., Citizens 
Chemical Ltd., Obems 
Pasteurised Foods Ltd., 
Dozzy Oil and Gas Ltd., 
Jacbon Ltd., Ages Ind. 
Ltd., Marta Ind. Ltd., 
Curtis-Jas Industries 
Ltd., Pumic Foam Ltd., 
and Betty More Ltd.

With the award of  these 
MANCAP certificates 
to these deserving com-
panies and presentation 
of  e-Product Certificate 
for the selected import-
ed products, SON and 
the awardees are helping 
to build confidence in 
the quality and safety of  
these products,” he said.

He commended the 
firms for submitting 
themselves for inspection 
and certification while 
urging them to endeavour 
to maintain the standards 
that earned them the ap-
proval or face their with-
drawal and reprimand.

He said while MAN-
CAP was revalidated 
every three years, e-Prod-
uct registration for im-
ported products must be 
renewed every year.

Each of  the awardees 
must proudly display 
their MANCAP certifica-
tion mark and the e-Prod-
uct Registration marks on 
their products.

Responding on behalf  
of  other awardees, Gen-
eral Manager, Dozzy 
Oil and Gas Ltd., Mr. 
Amechi Ifedinezi, whose 
products were revalidat-
ed, said that local indus-
tries were doing their best 
to produce quality prod-
ucts and lauded SON for 
its role at ensuring stand-
ards.

NEWS

20 companies in Anambra 
get SON’s certification

Recipients of the UNIZIK/ASUU N1.5m scholarship.

T
he Chief  Fire fight-
er in Anambra 
state, Engr. Mar-

tin Agbili has expressed 
dismay over incessant 

Anambra Fire Service condemns 
attack on officers, equipment

alleged attacks on their 
officers.

Speaking on Saturday 
to newsmen, Agbili not-
ed that their office also 
had a case of  vandaliza-
tion of  their fire trucks 
during operations, es-
pecially condemning 
the recent attack on his 
men at Aguleri junction 
in Anambra East Local 
Government Area of  the 
state, describing it as un-
acceptable.

He insisted that the fire-
fighters all over the world 
should be appreciated 
not attacked, arguing that 
the public had no justifi-
cation to lay their hands 
on those meant to assist 
them.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

S
uccour came to the 
way of  the flood vic-
tims in Uzo Uwani 

Local Government Area 
of  Enugu State on Sunday 
as the National Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(NEMA) donated relief  
materials worth millions of  
naira to them.

The relief  materials, 
which included food and 
non-food items were dis-
tributed to three agrarian 
communities of  Ojjor, 
Ogurugu and Igga who 
were affected by flood in 
2020.

Speaking at Ojjor com-
munity, Zonal Coordina-
tor of  NEMA, Mr. Fred 
Anusim, said that the flood 
incidence that destroyed 
massive farmlands and 
buildings in the commu-
nities occurred on Oct. 3, 
2020. Anusim said that the 
notice of  the incidence was 
brought to the attention of  

NEMA through the Enu-
gu State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (SEMA), 
traditional rulers and other 
media reports.

According to him, 
NEMA carried out an as-
sessment of  the incidence, 
which revealed that sever-
al buildings and farmlands 
were affected leading to 
displacement of  residents 
and dislocation of  means 
of  livelihood.

“Please note that the relief  
materials brought to you 
today is not to replace what 
you lost during the flood 
disaster but to cushion the 
effect of  the unfortunate in-
cident.

“The food items in the 
relief  materials included: 
456 bags of  12.5kg rice; 
456 bags of  25kg beans; 
456 bags of  12.5kg garri; 
46 kegs of  20 litres palm 
oil; 79 cartons of  seasoning 
and 38 cartons of  tin toma-
toes.

“The non-food items are: 
912 pieces of  blankets; 912 

pieces of  foam mattresses; 
59 cartons of  bath soap; 
456 pieces of  wax print; 
624 bags of  cement; 624 
bundles of  roofing sheets; 
69 bags of  3 inches nails; 
208 packets of  zinc nails; 
624 pieces of  ceiling boards 
and 700 pieces of  children’s 
wear,” he said.

Responding, the Tradi-
tional Ruler of  Ojjor com-
munity, Igwe Emmanuel 

NEMA distributes relief materials to 
flood victims in Enugu

Umunna, thanked the Fed-
eral Government for bring-
ing succour to his subjects 
affected by the 2020 flood.

``We are grateful to the 
Federal Government and 
NEMA that took the pain 
notwithstanding that we 
are at the extreme and 
boundary area of  the state 
to remember and locate us 
with these relief  materi-
als,’’ Umunna said.

Indications emerged at 
the weekend that over 

800,000 persons who were 
rendered homeless in Be-
nue communities by armed 
herdsmen are still trapped 
in Internally Displaced Per-
sons, IDPs, camps in the 
state. National President 
of  the Benue Alliance for 
Truth and Justice, BATJ, 
Mr. Peter Shande made the 
disclosure while briefing the 
press in Makurdi in reac-
tion to the recent statement 

800, 000 Benue indigenes sacked by armed herders 
still trapped in IDP’s camps – Benue group

credited to Alhaji Salihu 
Mohammed, Chairman of  
Arewa Youths for Peace 
and Development,

The Arewa youth Chair-
man had in his outing de-
manded an apology from 
Governor Samuel Ortom to 
his Bauchi state counterpart 
saying “calling Governor 
Bala Mohammed a terror-
ist is unacceptable, errone-
ous, unfair and we demand 
unreserved apology to the 
Governor and Nigerians by 

Governor Ortom.
 But standing in defense 

of  Governor Ortom, the 
National President of  BATJ 
said the Governor owes no 
one an apology stressing 
that “people of  Benue state 
have been victims of  Fulani 
carnage for years. “Sever-
al communities across the 
state have been destroyed 
by armed Fulani herdsmen 
and our people sacked from 
their ancestral homes. 

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
assured Nigerians 

that last Friday’ abduc-
tion of  female students 
from Government Girls 
Science Secondary 
School, Jangebe, will be 
the last to happen.

The President’s state-
ment was relayed on Sun-
day through Minister of  
Aviation, Sen. Hadi Siri-

ka, who led a high-pow-
ered federal government 
delegation to sympathize 
with the people and gov-
ernment of  Zamfara.

He said new measures 
had been developed by 
the federal government 
which would bring com-
plete end to all forms of  
criminality in the nation.

“The President is sad-
dened by the abduction 

of  the students from 
Jangebe and reassured 
that the government has 
all the resources and 
wherewithal to contain 
these criminals.

“Buhari also commend-
ed Gov. Bello Matawalle 
of  Zamfara’s efforts 
against armed banditry 
and promised a contin-
ued support to bringing 
lasting peace.

“The federal govern-
ment will continue its 
partnership with Zam-
fara government and its 
citizens in resolving the 
security challenges facing 
the state,” Buhari said.

Matawalle appreciated 
Buhari and the federal 
government’s concern, 
noting that very soon the 
abductees would regain 
their freedom.
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By Jennifer John 

G
overnor Hope 
Uzodimma of  
Imo State has 

said that his government 
has made effort to rede-
fine the idea of  good gov-
ernance in the state.

The governor who stat-
ed this on Saturday when 
he met with stakeholders 
in the state, gave out a list 
of  46 road projects that 
are either on-going or 
completed by his admin-
istration. He mentioned 
other significant projects 
being undertaken by the 
government to include 
the Owerri junction im-
provement works and 
urban renewal projects, 
the dualization of  Ower-
ri-Orlu and Owerri-Okig-
we Roads.

We are redefining good governance We are redefining good governance - Uzodimma- Uzodimma
He berated those he 

called criminal elements 
whom he said have been 
trying so hard to sabo-
tage government’s effort 
to guarantee a safe Imo 
State, alleging that most 
of  the militants who ter-
rorized the state recently 
are non Igbo, but import-
ed from other parts of  the 
country by some opposi-
tion political elements to 
destabilize security in the 
state.

“I want Imo people to 
know that what the des-
perate politicians want 
to achieve is to pitch Imo 
people against the federal 
government. They want 
the federal government 
to believe that another 
Biafra war has started 
from Imo State. Thank 
God that this callous 

plot has failed because 
the federal government 
knows better.

He said the military in 
Orlu have been keeping 
to the rules of  engage-
ment, adding that Orlu is 
calm, as there is no war 
being waged against Orlu 
people or Igbos.

On the issue of  Okoro-
cha, he said the former 
governor, imported thugs 
to the state on a Sunday 
morning when people 
were in churches wor-
shipping God and decid-
ed to take laws into his 
hands by breaking into 
a property sealed by the 

Torture: Anambra
commissioner assures 
victims of justice

T
here were rays of  
hope for the three 
kids allegedly tor-

tured by an 80-year old 
woman and her daugh-
ter in Nkwelle-Ezunaka, 
Onitsha, Anambra state 
following a visit by the 
Commissioner of  Wom-
en and Children Affairs, 
Lady Mrs. Ndidi Mezue.

The victims, Jeff, Ike-
chukwu and Gift were 
reportedly rescued na-
ked with tied hands and 
legs from one Rejoice 
Raymond and her aged 
mother Chidi Felicia 
Nwafor last week during 
a raid by policemen at-
tached to 3-3 Police sta-
tion in the area.

The Commissioner ex-
pressed shock at the lev-
el of  inhuman treatment 

the children were subject-
ed to, as they had scars, 
fresh bruises and inflic-
tion meted on them.

She pledged accelerated 
hearing to the case with 
a view of  prosecuting 
culprits, assuring gov-
ernment commitment to 
fighting child abuses in 
the state through the min-
istry.

On his part, the doctor 
on duty who pleaded an-
onymity appreciated the 
Commissioner on the 
extensive and prompt 
medical attention given to 
the kids since their admis-
sion. He said, “The kids 
are beginning to show 
sign of  life except for the 
girl among them, who 
sustained fracture in her 
arm but will be taken care 
of.”

state government which 
was in adherences to the 
white paper of  Judicial 
Commission of  Inquiry 
on lands and other relat-
ed matters.

“Because he has be-
come richer than the state 
government as he public-
ly stated recently, he now 
sees himself  as a god who 

can do and undo at will.
“We should join hands 

together and work for the 
progress and wellbeing 
of  our people. Our glori-
ous journey is on course 
and our shared prosperi-
ty agenda will surely put 
smiles again on the faces 
of  our people”.

Governor Hope Uzodimma (middle) with the new Speaker of Imo State House of Assem-
bly and other members.

F
ollowing the sus-
pension of  the three 
weeks old nationwide 

strike embarked upon by 
the Senior Staff  Associa-
tion of  Nigerian Universi-
ties (SSANU) and the Non 
Academic Staff  of  Union 
(NASU) the acting chair-
man of  SSANU in the 
Federal University of  Tech-
nology Owerri (FUTO), 
Comrade Uchenna Nwoke-
ji has directed non–teaching 
staff  in the university to re-
sume work immediately.

Activities at the Federal 
University of  Technolo-
gy Owerri (FUTO) were 
grounded during the indef-
inite strike embarked upon 
by the unions. 

The strike followed the fed-
eral government’s handling 
of  the Integrated Personnel 
and Payroll Information 
System, sharing formula 
of  the N40 billion earned 
academic allowances and 
non-payment of  arrears of  
the new minimum wage.

Addressing journalists in 
Owerri on Sunday, Com-
rade Nwokeji, commended 
FUTO workers for being 
steadfast and fully support-
ing the strike action while 
it lasted, promising that 
the union under him would 
continue to defend and fight 
for their welfare and rights.

“I on behalf  of  our Union, 
want to call on our mem-
bers to resume work im-
mediately so that we won’t 

Resume work immediately, SSANU
chairman tells FUTO workers

be seen to be enjoying the 
strike. I want to tell you that 
none of  us was happy that 
the strike took place. But 
we didn’t have any other 
options”, Nwokeji said.

He also hailed the univer-
sity management for not 
picking serious issues with 

the workers especially union 
leaders during the strike

We have “no illusion that 
the resolution signed with 
government will resolve all 
the important problems in 
the system.” He noted that 
“What we believe is that if  
the Federal Government 

faithfully implements the 
resolutions with SSANU 
and NASU, further crises 
would be avoided to the 
benefit of  our education 
and our country.” He as-
sured the national leader-
ship of  the union of  FUTO 
Branch’s unalloyed support.

T
he Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) has 

given June 15 as the dead-
line for the completion of 
all processes for the 2020 
admissions into Nigerian 
tertiary institutions.

The admissions are for 
the JAMB UTME exami-
nation held last year.

The examination body 
made the announcement 
in a statement Sunday 
morning. It urged all insti-
tutions to comply to advi-
sories on transfer, change 
of  programmes and insti-
tutions

JAMB gives deadline
for 2020 admission
into Nigerian varsities

All admissions in the 
nation’s tertiary institu-
tions for the 2020/2021 
Academic Session would 
end by June 15, 2021. The 
decision was collectively 
taken at a virtual meeting 
with Heads of  Tertiary In-
stitutions in the country.

In his remarks on the oc-
casion, the Registrar of  the 
Joint Admissions and Ma-
triculation Board(JAMB), 
Prof. Ishaq Oloyede, said 
the meeting with the in-
stitutions was aimed at 
knowing the level they had 
reached on the 2020/21 
Admissions scale.

I
n what has become a 
fashion, hundreds of  
school children are be-

ing abducted in schools 
across northern Nigerian, 
causing the various states 
governments to close 
boarding schools in the 
North.

News Echo gathered that 
as at last count, no fewer 
than three northern states 
have ordered children out 
of  boarding facilities in 
their domain. They are 
Kano, Yobe and Zamfara.

The closure was sparked 
off  by the abduction of  
300 students of  the Gov-
ernment Girls Secondary 
School, Jangebe in Talata 
Mafara Local Govern-
ment Area of  Zamfara 
State on Friday.

While announcing the 
closure of  10 secondary 
schools, Kano commis-
sioner for education, Sa-
nusi Kiru, said the closure 
followed a thorough anal-

Abductions: Northern states
close boarding schools

ysis and assessment of  the 
abduction of  boarding stu-
dents during night hours in 
some northern states.

He listed the affected 
Kano schools as Govern-
ment Secondary School 
Ajingi, Government Girls 
Secondary School Sumaila, 
Government Girls Second-
ary School Jogana, Gov-
ernment Girls Secondary 
School Gezawa and Gov-
ernment Secondary School 
Kafin Maiyaki.

Others, according to Mr. 
Kiru, are Maitama Sule 
Science Secondary School 
Gaya, Government Girls 
Unity School Kachako, 
Government Girls Second-
ary School Kunchi, Govern-
ment Unity College Karaye 
and Government Girls Ara-
bic College Albasu.

Also in Yobe state, govern-
ment has ordered the indef-
inite closure of  all boarding 
schools across the 17 local 
areas of  the state. 

Though, the reason for the 
closure was not meant pub-
lic by the state officials, our 
reporter learnt that the or-
der may not be unconnected 
with the recent abductions 
of  students that occurred in 
Katsina and Zamfara states. 
It was also gathered that the 
directives, did not affect SSS 
3 students of  the schools.

The state commissioner 
for basic and secondary ed-
ucation Dr. Sani Idriss, was 
not reached for comment as 
he was not on seat on Sun-
day and did not return call 
and text message sent by 
our correspondent. 

Also the Governor of  
Zamfara, Bello Matawalle, 
said in a broadcast that the 
move was to prevent activi-
ties of  militants against stu-
dents.

“I want to assure the par-
ents of  the victims that we 
are doing everything possi-
ble to rescue the victims and 
reunite them with their fam-
ilies,” Matawalle said

By Uzoma Ogoke
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esidents of  Aba, the Rcommercial hub of  
Eastern Nigeria have 

cried out over what they 
termed incessant arrest and 
intimidation by police 
o f f i c e r s  i n  A b a  A r e a  
Command.

News Echo gathered from 
most of  the residents that 
police officers in Aba Area 
C o m m a n d  m a y  h a v e  
d e c l a r e d  wa r  a g a i n s t  
innocent residents, following 
the recent attacks on them 
and killing of  three of  their 
colleagues.

This newspaper also 
gathered that  between 
January and February 2021, 
three police officers have 
been killed in Aba; one at 
Uratta-Eziukwu Division, 
two at Abayi Division.

News Echo reports that 
while Sergeant Okezie 
Obioma of  Uratta-Eziukwu 
Division was killed in 
January at Uratta-Junction 
Aba, ASP Vincent Gonze 
a n d  S g t  E m m a n u e l  
O k o r o n k wo  o f  A b ay i  
Division were killed last week 
inside the station during a 
gun battle with hoodlums.

The residents who feared 
that the killing of  the three 
officers may have turned the 
heart of  the police against 
innocent citizens, hence their 
recent desire to arrest anyone 
they see in the night, pleaded 
with the Inspector General of  
Police, Mohammed Adamu 
to call his men to order.

They also called on Abia 
State governor, Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu to speak out and 
remind the police that they 
need the cooperation and 
confidence of  the people to 
fish out the real criminals 
around.

A resident of  Aba-Owerri 
road, Umungasi who craved 
for anonymity for security 
reasons called on Abia 
leaders to charge the Aba 
Area Commander, Kabiru 
Ibrahim to be professional in 
giving orders to his men.

The resident accused 
Ibrahim for allowing some 
dubious police officers under 
his  watch to  maltreat  
residents who have no 
business with the incessant 
attack on police while the real 
per petrators  may have 
escaped.

" S i n c e  t h i s  K a b i r u  
Ibrahim took over as Area 
Commander here in Aba, the 
level of  maltreatment has 
become unbearable. Nobody 
is happy with what is 
happening in Aba. 

"Attacking of  police 
station and killing of  law 
enforcement  agents  i s  
dangerous for our society, but 
should that now make police 
to see the residents as 
enemies? What have our 
people done to them? 

"Abia State Government 
sa id  that  t r icycle  and 
motorcycle riders should stop 
work by 7pm, the police 
twisted it as if  there is curfew 
in Aba. They arrest people 
anyhow and extort from 

them. With this kind of  
behavior is this, how can they 
gain public confidence? 

"How can people report 
suspicious movement to 
them? When will they realize 
that we need them and they 
need us as well? Something 
must be done because I don't 
see why men who are paid 
every month should convert 
innocent residents as their 
ATM," he said.

Another resident who 
simply gave his name as Mr. 
Clement for security reasons, 
said he narrowly escaped the 
indiscriminate arrest of  
police officers from Aba Area 
Command.

Clement said that the 
officers who operate on 
unmarked vehicle (minibus) 
along MCC road and Old-
Express road always take 
residents by surprise, as many 
usually think the minibus is a 
commercial vehicle only for 
them to end up under police 
net.

According to Clement, 
“The streets of  Aba may soon 
become deser ted every 
evening. The extortion is too 
m u c h .  T h e  t y p e  o f  
indiscriminate arrest going 
on here at MCC, World Bank 
Estate, Umuojima road and 
Old-Express road since the 
attack on Abayi Police 
Station, is the worst I have 
ever seen. 

"It is like the police officers 
here have been waiting for 
such opportunity to pour out 
their anger on Aba residents. 
What they now do is when 

criminals who do not have 
our support or our interest at 
heart attack them, they will 
turn around to vent all there 
angers on us."

Disturbed by the situation, 
Mr. Evans Izunwanne said 
that the indiscriminate 
arrests is causing serious fear 
in the city and warned that 
the manner in which police 
carry out the arrests may 
likely introduce another 
criminal activity in Aba.

"My problem is that these 
police officers are not 
seriously thinking at all. If  
you keep arresting people 
with unmarked vehicles and 
without uniforms limiting the 
only identity that makes you 
a police man to just your riffle 
and sometimes black T-shirt, 
kidnappers can still take 
advantage of  that and begin 
to pick up people and 
everybody will think they are 
police. 

"As far as I am concerned, 
police with this their current 
style of  arrest is giving 
criminals clue and this is very 
b a d .  M y  n e i g h b o r ' s  
apprentice was taken to 
Ndiegoro Police Station for 
just  going out to buy 
insecticide by 7pm. 

"According to what he 
narrated after he was bailed 
with N20, 000, they called 
him to ask him a question 
here at Tenant road by 
George's Street, the next 
thing; he was pushed into 
their  vehic le  down to 
N d i e g o r o  ( C a m e r o o n  
Barracks). 

"I have also heard how 
these dubious police officers 
now pose as commercial bus 
operators and when the 
unsuspecting persons enter, 
they will park their car at a 
lonely place and threatened 
to take them to Umuahia as 
people who were part of  the 
persons that attacked the 
Abayi police station. 

"They made people to bail 
themselves if  the person had 
the money with him and if  
the person doesn't, they will 
take the person to the station 
where the person will pay a 
higher amount of  money for 
bail the next day. 

"I also learnt that some 
persons who had their ATM 
cards on them were escorted 
to make withdrawals in some 
deserted ATM points along 
factory road in Umungasi. 

"Aba residents have been 
made targets and casualties 
of  a crime that they don't 
even know who and how it 
was committed. Look at how 
Osisioma axis, especially 
Abayi that are the beehive of  
activit ies in Aba have 
suddenly been turned into a 
ghost town not by criminals, 
but by extortionist police 
officers. 

" B e t w e e n  6 - 7 p m ,  
everyone will retire to their 
homes to avoid arrest. They 
have forgotten that Aba is a 
commercial city. People are 
now advised to come back 
before 6pm or sleep over 
wherever they are in the town 
to avoid these wicked 
officers."

Another angry resident 
told News Echo that he just 
rega ined  f reedom las t  
Thursday. “My only offence 
was going out to buy meat. I 
went downstairs to buy food, 
but later decided to get more 
meat. When I returned to 
where I bought food here at 
Hospital road, the woman 
said that the type of  meat that 
I like has finished. "I went to 
Ama-Hausa to buy suya as an 
alternative. Just as I was 
arriving where I wanted to 
buy the meat, policemen in a 
Sienna car asked everyone to 
stand still, we stood still. 

"They later asked us to sit 
on the road, which we did. To 
my  s h o c k ,  t h e y  l a t e r  
separated the Hausa people 
from us and ordered us into 
their waiting car. When I 
tried to explain to them that I 
only came to buy meat, they 
refused to listen. 

"Those who tried to 
question them got the beating 
of  their life. They were 
flogged with machete by the 
police officers from Aba Area 
Command. My in-law came 
and bailed me in the morning 
and they made him pay N10, 
000 for nothing."

Efforts to get the response 
of  the Abia State Police 
Command on the matters 
r a i s e d ,  c l a i m s  m a d e,  
allegations leveled against 
the police proved abortive, as 
the Police Public Relations 
Officer in Abia State, SP 
Geoffrey Ogbonna failed to 
respond to messages and calls 
placed to his mobile line.

How police turned Aba residents into ATM
From Nonye Udumiri, Aba 

Police officer taking bribe.
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Abia Govt, PDP, Dino Melaye feast on Senator Smart Adeyemi 
over “drunk” comments on Gov Ikpeazu

he Senator representing Kogi West, Smart Adeyemi, threw caution to the winds last Tuesday, when he accused the Abia State Governor, Okezie TIkpeazu, of  being a drunk. Adeyemi was contributing to a debate on a motion by Senator Stephen Odey, tagged, “Urgent need for the restoration 
and revalidation of  the safe school initiative in Nigeria,” when he suddenly deviated and started attacking Ikpeazu. He was probably reacting to 

a social media post allegedly authored by the Abia South Senatorial District representative in the National Assembly, Enyinnaya Abaribe, which 
allegedly cast serious aspersion against the person of  the Kogi State Governor, Yahaya Bello.
 In response to Adeyemi's outburst, the Chief  Press Secretary to Governor Okezie Ikpeazu, Mr. Onyebuchi Ememanka, Commissioner for 
Information, Chief  John Okiyio Kalu, former Kogi Senator Dino Melaye and the spokesman of  the Peoples Democratic Party, Kola Ologbodinyan has 
respectively taken a swipe at Senator Adeyemi for his unprovoked comments on the governor of  Abia State.

Your head needs Examination – Abia Govt
“Our view is that the Senator is either suffering from a protracted case of  
mental illness or is battling with occasional fits of  schizophrenia which 
manifests in making careless, dishonourable, unrelated and incoherent 
statements”. “If  Senator Adeyemi was of  sound mind, he should have 
known that when it comes to education, Abia is miles ahead of  his home 
state of  Kogi, and a “non-compos mentis.  “For the avoidance of  doubt, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu does not take alcoholic drinks and he is shocked 
at the schizophrenic outburst of  Senator Adeyemi whom he has never met 
nor had any dealings whatsoever with officially nor privately.”

Sen Adeyemi is a Village Idiot – Abia Govt
Sadly, it appears that the hallowed platform provided by the National 
Assembly is now village square for confirmed village idiots to open their 
mouths, thereby doing great disservice to the great men and women, past 
and present that have been elected to serve as Senators. “For the records, 
Governor Okezie Ikpeazu doesn't drink alcoholic beverages of  any kind 
and I make bold to invite 'Undistinguished' Smart Adeyemi to appear at a 
place of  his choice with the Governor for a test for alcohol in the blood 
system. He should also not forget to bring along his own state Governor for 
the test. We know that only confirmed drunks will see and call even saints 
drunkards and we want to give Adeyemi the opportunity to prove that past 
allegations of  drunkenness induced misbehavior against him are false. 
“Sadly, a man like Senator Adeyemi who is described by his professional 
colleagues as the most despicable NUJ President in history who engaged in 
dubious project tours allegedly to siphon the resources of  the Union is the 
one abusing the privilege of  being elected a senator in a constituency where 
the more erudite and socially justice conscious Senator Dino Maleye also 
contested is a sad commentary on the situation we find ourselves as a 
country especially at a time of  national security crises requiring serious 
and focused actions by all arms of  government.

Gov Ikpeazu is a drunk - Adeyemi
Despite that some governors are doing their best, we are lucky to have a 
governor (in Kogi State), who has taken the issue of  security as a serious 
priority. “We are bordered by nine states, but we had an experience of  the 
unfortunate incidents that are happening in neighbouring states. “Some 
governors are committed to the protection of  their people, in my state the 
governor awarded contracts for the renovations of  schools and provides 
security services to them. “In some states of  Nigeria today, where we have 
highly intelligent people, highly educated people, very enterprising 
people, like Abia they are governed by drunkards. “The governor of  Abia 
is a champagne drinking man. “Abia people are impoverished more than 
ever before. Abia people are unfortunate.”

Adeyemi is a drug addict – Dino Melaye
 “It is shocking that a diabolical father of  a known drug addict who even 
went to a rehabilitation centre will call the decent Governor of  Abia State 
names. I apologise on behalf  of  this blood thirsty senator.”

Adeyemi, Irresponsible - PDP
“It is indeed unfortunate that Senator Adeyemi, whose words were 
respected by Nigerians while he was in the PDP has become so corrupted 
by his sojourn in the All Progressives Congress, APC, that he has 
completely lost his mind just to satisfy some new gods. “Senator Adeyemi 
must have noted the widespread national detestation and opprobrium 
that he had brought to himself  by his unguarded comment against the 
highly respected Governor Ikpeazu and the people of  Abia state. 
Moreover, our party has equally noted that Senator Adeyemi's uncouth 
comment is borne out of  bitter envy for the achievements of  Governor 
Ikpeazu in every sector of  life in Abia state, which no APC governor, 
including Governor Yahaya Bello of  Kogi State, can compare.

Adeyemi Ikpeazu
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There are some 
deities in Igbo land 
that their positions 

h ave  b e e n  w r o n g ly  
interpreted. So also are the 
works of  these deities 
mi s r e p re sen ted  tha t  
people now attribute so 
much evil to them. Lets 
discuss the a deity that is 
wrongly perceived.
Ekwensu

I have to say this with 
a l l  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
knowledge at my disposal. 
Ekwensu is not and has 
not been Satan, Devil or 
L u c i f e r  a s  w i d e l y  
conceived. As funny as it 
may sound and as bad as it 
is the Christian bible that 
they translated into Igbo 
language was done by 
people who knew nothing 
about our language. What 
t h e y  d i d  w a s  t h a t  
anywhere they found 
difficult to place words 
they just have to use 
whatever is in their mind 
close to the meaning of  
any word. For example 
just like they interpret love 
as Ihunanya.

That is not the focus 
now but getting you to 
know that Ekwensu is not 
S a t a n .  E k w e n s u  i f  
properly examined cannot 
be found in English 
language but the only 
thing that is close to it is 
the God that the white 
man dedicated Tuesday 
to. That is the planet Mars, 
the God of  War. The 
month of  March is also 
dedicated to this God. In 
Igbo cosmology Ekwensu 
is a God of  war. But there 
is more to being the God 
of  War. It is also the God 
of  craftiness, a trickster, 
God of  negotiation, the 
G o d  o f  c o m m e r c e,  
marketing and Industry. 

He plays vital roles in 
these areas. This is the 
r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  
understanding the ancient 
Igbo had about the deity 
helped them to do well 
winning all the wars 
against their enemies.  
Igbo held British army 
against conquest for 31 
years. Our guerrilla were 
the last people that they 
over came in Nigeria in 
1914. It was Ekwensu that 
helped fight them off  that 
was the reason they 

Ekwensu is not Satan
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demonized it. The British 
man is using the Roman 
calendar which has seven 
days in the week.  

The first day of  the 
week is Sunday, and 
Monday the first working 
day in the week. Tuesday 
the second working day 
and the third day of  the 
w e e k  i s  w h a t  w a s  
dedicated to this deity 
which they now translated 
in our tongue as Satan. 
Ekwensu I repeat is never 
Satan. In Igbo land there is 
a tree that is called 
Ekwensu. It has torn, is of  
carton colour, the leaves 
and stems are green. It 
cannot be climbed and is 
called oshishi Ekwensu 
(tree of  Satan). 

In some towns in Igbo 
land they bear Ekwensu 
not because they are evil 
but because their deity is 
respected and honoured 
by the people. This is 
because it played a very 
important role in the lives 
of  Igbo. It is when we 
begin to demonize and 
rubbish Ekwensu that we 
will now be dragged into 
perpetual slavery. That is 
why the Igbo man is 
suffering today, being 
slaughtered like goats and 
other animals. This is one 
of  the two Gods that we 
take to war. They are 
Ekwensu and Amadioha.  

Ekwensu functions in 
other areas of  Igbo land 
with other names. You can 
see Ekwensu as what is 
called in parts of  Rivers 
State Ogbunabali. It can 
also be seen as Igwekala. It 
appears in so many ways 
but these deities are also 
individually friendly. But 
the fact is that it functions 
in those capacities. Let me 
highlight what a friend of  
mine wrote. It is self-
explanatory about what 
Ekwensu is. 

“Ekwensu is a trickster, 
God of  War in Igbo land. 
He is an Alusi (deity) of  
bargains. He is well 
known as tortoise for his 
cunny ways, fond of  
breaking rules. Many 
people mistake him for 
evil spirit but it is not. 
When they couldn't defeat 
us they tried to know what 
sort of  power that our 
ancestors had that helped 

the Ekumeku warriors kill 
the British army when the 
Igbo people refused to 
s u r r e n d e r  a n d  b e  
colonized. It was after the 
missionaries demonized 
Ekwensu that our people 
destroyed it and accepted 
what the white man told 
them. That was when they 
defeated us because what 
we had as power has left 
us.'' 

The white missionaries 
that invaded our land I 
guess purposely deceived 
the people to take us away 
from what should help us 
and keep us into perpetual 
slavery and bondage. It is 
not right for us for others 
to define who we are or 
what we should believe in. 
In every community there 
has been spiritual support 
that people use in battle. 
The Igbo have Ekwensu, 
Amadioha, Arobinagu, 
Ikenga. These are the 
deities that we take to war. 

The thing that makes 
Ekwensu unique is that it 

is the God of  bargain. He 
opens doors and allows 
you to succeed in business. 
It brings wealth like 
Amadioha. Since our 
people began to demonize 
Ekwensu things have gone 
bad for us and that is why 
when you go to churches 
the people that suffer most 
are the ones that are called 
prayer warriors. 

One of  the reasons that 
they are in perpetual 
poverty is that they are the 
persons cast ing and 
binding Ekwensu, a deity 
that is supposed to bless 
them with wealth. At the 
end of  the day they attack 
a benevolent spirit and 
uncertain if  what they 
believe exists. Christianity 
has really destroyed the 
minds of  our people. That 
is the biggest problem in 
Igbo land, people going to 
d e s t r o y  t h e  v e r y  
foundation that they 
should survive on. Some 
c u t  t h e i r  r o o t s  b y  
des t roying  the  Ofo,  

artifacts and other things 
that our forebears left 
behind.

This is what made the 
ancestors  retain the 
wealth that was handed 
over to them. So Ekwensu 
h a s  w r o n g l y  b e e n  
presented to us. Except for 
a few of  us that have gone 
into research, it is difficult 
to believe that everything 
that the white man told us 
is lie. Ekwensu is also God 
of  war as I said earlier. It 
can  be  invoked  for  
guidance and for success 
in marketing or business. 

Ogbunabali in Ikwerre 
land acts like Ekwensu 
and kills people that it has 
been asked to kill in the 
night and these are usually 
criminals or those who 
may have committed one 
abominable thing or other. 
Most business people love 
to consult Ekwensu so 
that there are no betrayals 
in business. When the 
white man heard about 
the good things it does it 

demonized it as similar to 
devils. It fights on its own, 
that is why it is said in Igbo 
that whoever concedes or 
agrees allows it to happen 
(onye kwe ya esu)

Ekwensu is not the 
enemy of  Chi Ukwu as we 
have been misled to 
believe but among one of  
those angels that worked 
with God. It is part of  Chi 
ukwu and does its own 
functions. It cannot work 
against Amadioha or 
other deities.  At times our 
people go to war with 
them and that is why those 
who ought to be afraid of  
us are those slaughtering 
us. The average Igbo man 
has no Ikenga, does not 
know his Chi nor does he 
know how to revive his 
Agwu. The average Igbo 
man does not know his left 
from his right spiritually, 
nothing to offer, afraid of  
death in the hands of  the 
Fulani man because of  
what he ties in the waist 
because he is empty.      

When you tr y to 
enlighten them they tell 
you that they don't want to 
go to hell, that Jesus and 
Holy Spirit will help them. 
As I check you discover 
that people who brought 
this religion no longer use 
them. They took away 
what would have given us 
meaning to life. Ekwensu 
doesn't abandon those 
who cry to it for help. 

Due to vengeance it is 
feared and avoided. It is 
only summoned when 
situation gets beyond 
what people can handle. 
Till today the pastors are 
still misleading the people 
that Ekwensu is Satan. 
When our people shout 
Elohim and the rest they 
are calling the deities in 
the land of  the white man. 
The Europeans have their 
own cosmology that they 
buried in a book and 
exported to us. 

Do we share same 
weather with them? No. 
Their life is structured 
according to the nature of  
their environment. They 
know why they worship 
what they worship and 
same for us. It is said that it 
is the fire wood in other 
lands that cooks their 
food.

Ekwensu
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teven Gerrard is reportedly 

Slined up to replace Jurgen 
K l o p p  a s  L i v e r p o o l 

manager as uncertainty continues 
to mount over the German's long-
term future at the Reds.

Klopp, 53, has been lauded for 
his brilliant transformation of  
Liverpool since he arrived from 
Borussia Dortmund in 2015.

The Reds lifted the Champions 
League title in 2019 and captured 
the sought-after Premier League 
trophy in 2020 under Klopp's reign 
at Anfield.

eicester's increasingly Lforlorn-looking pursuit of  
Premier League leaders 

Manchester City suffered a big 
blow as Arsenal came from 
behind to claim an impressive 
victor y at  the King Power 
Stadium.

Having gone out  of  the 
Europa League on Thursday, the 
Foxes were given an early tonic by 
the Gunners as Youri Tielemens 
was allowed to run unchecked 
down the right before firing a low 
shot into the far corner with just 
six minutes played.

A r s e n a l  r e f u s e d  t o  b e 
adversely affected, though, and 
took control of  the game with 
impressive attacking intent and 

mo State chapter of  the Sports IWriters Association of  Nigeria 
has urged Governor Hope 

U z o d i m m a  t o  s a c k  h i s 
commissioner of  sports, Mr Dan 
Ogu for his meddlesomeness in 
sports administration in the state.

They made their views known 
in a Communiqué issued at the 
weekend after its emergency 
meeting held at its secretariat. In 
the Communiqué signed by the 
chairman and secretary of  the 
association, it noted that no 
government can undermine the 
impor tance of  spor ts in her 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a n d 
transformational agenda   

Noting that the commissioner 
has totally failed, they called for his 
sack, resignation or caution. They 
hinged their call on these factors as 
contained in the following excerpts 
of  the release;

His refusal to meet with all 

sports Associations and coaches of  
various sports in the state with their 
athletes since he resumed office as 
the Commissioner.

 Absolute disregard to critical 
stakeholders, non-tolerance of  
good advice (s), and suggestions 
geared towards sports development 
and transformation in the state.

Getting involved in activities 
that will give room for obvious 
distractions in the sports sector in 
the state. Aiding and abetting 
factionalism within the state sports 
circle.

 Not knowing what to do to 
inspire the sportsmen and women 
for optimal performance, due to 
lack of  experience and passion.

 Neglecting other sectors of  
sports in Imo state and instead 
focusing al l  his  overbearing 
attention on Heartland Football 
Club for an obvious pecuniary 
interest. These have made other 
sporting activities in the state to be 
moribund.

 Leaving room for confusion 
and uncertainties regarding Imo 

State's outing at the National Sports 
Festival, with little or no activities 
in terms of  preparation, effectively 
setting up the state for failure in 
Benin.

 Underhand practices and 
undue interference in the running 
of  Hear tland Football  Club, 
usurping the jobs of  the GM, 
protocol, and even media officer. 
T h i s  i s  u n h e a l t h y  f o r  t h e 
development of  the club and puts 
the club perpetually at risk of  
sanctions from LMC. He is the 
S p o r t s  C o m m i s s i o n e r  n o t 
Heartland Commissioner.

 Persistent refusal to interface 
with and outright neglect/near 
i n s u l t  o f  s t a k e h o l d e r s  a n d 
association in Sports in Imo while 
ignorantly wearing the toga of  
being the expert in all.

Gross incompetence as several 
sectors in Imo sports are in a state 
of  comatose since his assumption 
of  office and no meaningful efforts 
to resuscitate them, for instance, 
Grasshoppers, Heartland Flickers, 
Heartland Queens, Basketball 

team, track and field sporting 
events, kick sports, indoor games, 
etc have all gone under the radar 
because of  his lackadaisical 
attitude.

They threatened that they may 
opt to blacklist sports coverage in 
the state if  the governor refuses to 
yield to their request after two 
weeks.

far greater fluency than the hosts.
David Luiz brought them 

level, finding space in the box to 
steer a header in from Willian's 
free-kick.

Alexandre Lacazette then put 
them ahead after the video 
assistant referee (VAR) judged 
that Wilfred Ndidi had blocked 
Nicolas Pepe's shot in the box 
with an outstretched arm.

It was second time lucky for 
the Gunners, who had earlier had 
a penalty awarded on the pitch but 
then downgraded to a free-kick 
after VAR decided the offending 
tackle on Pepe had taken place 
just outside the area.

Ivory Coast forward Pepe got 
in on the act himself, tapping into 

a largely unguarded net after 
Willian's pass had deflected his 
way.

However, it came at a potential 
cost, though, with Emile Smith 
Rowe – such a bright spark in 
recent months – having to leave 
the field injured in the first half.

Leicester suffered a big injury 
blow of  their own, influential 
winger Harvey Barnes having to 
be carried off  on a stretcher with 
his leg in a brace after pulling up 
during a sprint.

The Foxes' sixth home loss of  
the campaign leaves them 10 
points behind a Manchester City 
side who have won their last 20 
games.

Arsenal move up to ninth, 
eight points off  the top four but 
with a renewed interest in events 
above them in the table.

However, Liverpool's title 
defence looks almost certain to be 
over as they languish league 
leaders Manchester City by a 
whopping 22 points.

Reports suggest rumblings that 
Klopp could say 'yes' at the 
oppor tuni ty  o f  succeeding 
Joachim Low as head coach of  
Germany's international team.

The newspaper added that the 
German Football Association 
(DFB) considers the Liverpool 
boss as the 'outstanding candidate' 
for the position.

Premiership title as his side hold a 
15-point lead over Celtic.

Success in Scotland's domestic 
league would add the 'rubber 
stamp' that Gerrard and assistant 
manager Gary McAllister could 
succeed Klopp, according to The 
Mirror.

ormer Italy international, FAntonio Cassano has said 
Juventus made a mistake by 

signing Cristiano Ronaldo.
Ronaldo joined Juventus in 

2018 with the aim of  helping the 
Serie A champions to win the 
Champions League.

The Portuguese superstar has, 

eal Madrid are in the race Rwith Manchester United 
f o r  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  

Borussia Dortmund's winger, 
Jadon Sancho.

The English madia reports say 
Manchester United will be able to 
sign Sancho for £75million in the 
summer transfer window. But Ole 
G u n n a r  S o l s k j a e r  f a c e s 
competition for the winger from 
Real Madrid, who are favourites 
to sign Sancho after contacting 
Borussia Dortmund in January.

Sancho was United's top 
target throughout last summer, but 
executive vice-chairman Ed 
Woodward refused to match 
Dortmund's huge £108million 
price tag.

But with the Bundesliga club 
feeling the financial impact of the 

pandemic, they could cash in on 
both Sancho and Erling Haaland 
this summer.

Dortmund have dropped their 
asking price for Sancho to £75m.

The Red Devils' interest 
cooled in Sancho after the 20-year-
old's form dipped this season – but 
his performances have since 
picked up, with seven goals and six 
assists to his name across all 
competitions in 2021.

however, ended up winning the 
league title back to back while the 
dream of  Champions League glory 
in Italy remains unfulfilled.

And Cassano feels Juve erred 
in signing the five-time Ballon d'Or 
winner from Real Madrid.

“Juventus signed him to win 
the Champions League, but they've 
done worse with him than they've 
done before,” Cassano said to 
Corriere dello Sport.

“They would have won the 
Scudetto [Serie A title] without 
him. It was the wrong project.

“He'll keep scoring goals 
because he knows how to do that no 
matter what.

“I think he will have done badly 
unless they manage to win the 
Champions League.”

Gerrard would reportedly 
receive the backing for  the 
Liverpool post from Reds legends 
like Sir Kenny Dalglish, who has 
been impressed with his work at 
the Ibrox.

And the DFB will 'make their 
approach' for Klopp once Low's 
future is 'sealed.'

Low has been Germany's 
m a n a g e r  s i n c e  2 0 0 6  a n d 
successfully captured the World 
Cup trophy in 2014.

However, Germany crashed 
out of  the 2018 World Cup in the 
early stages and endured a 
nightmare time in the Nations 
League.

Low could find himself  on the 
chopping block should Germany 
de l ive r  an  underwhe lming 
performance at this summer's 
rescheduled Euro 2020.

A 'well-placed Liverpool 
source' has suggested that it would 
be 'difficult' for Klopp to turn 
down the Germany position if  he 
was approached by the DFB.

Klopp's exit from Anfield 
would open up the path for 
Gerrard to make a stunning 
return.

Liverpool owner John Henry 
and club chairman Tom Werner 
are 'keeping a close eye' on the 
Reds hero's work at Rangers.

Gerrard, 40, became Rangers 
manager in 2018 and is on the 
verge of  capturing the Scottish 

Reds legend lined up to replace Klopp as Liverpool manager

Arsenal stun Leicester City
in comeback victory

Sack Sports Commissioner now, SWAN urges
Uzodimma

Signing Cristiano Ronaldo
was a mistake – Cassano

By Afam Echi

Real Madrid, Man Utd fight
for Sancho

Sancho

RonaldoRonaldoRonaldo

Arsenal players celebrating their win over Leicester.

Klopp, Gerrard
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will be hard to eat. 
Prior to this period, far back 

in the days, food was a common 
thing. In the villages it is used as a 
show of  gesture to welcome 
guests.  I t  was  not  scarce. 
Virtually every mother grew his 
food in the back garden. It can be 
prepared by just running in there 
and food will be ready in a matter 
of  minutes. Nobody denies 
anybody food anywhere. I 
cannot say so of  now

In this day and age it is 
shameful to see how people 
scramble for food at occasions to 
the extent that people now pack 
foods and drinks home during 
functions. Burial occasions are 
not exempted even as odd as it 
appears. Today the back gardens 
that we use to have back home 
are all gone. The yam barns are 
n o  m o r e,  t h e  f a r m s  h ave 
disappeared. We have drifted to 
the town in search of  money to 
buy food instead of  growing the 
food.

Farm work is part of  the 
culture of  the Igbo but it is almost 
going into extinction because the 
earlier generations of  farmers 
h ave  g o n e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g 
succeeded and the present 
generations of  youths hardly 
show interest in farming. 

With the food scarcity in 
vogue in the land one would 
expect that many of  us would be 
challenged to take to farming but 
this is not so. There are very 
many of  us who are so distanced 
from farm that you can swear 
they have never held any farm 
implement all their lives. Every 
day we complaint about the cost 
of  living but have you ever held a 
hoe?

Farming is a noble activity. It 
is one of  those efforts that you 
take pride in your own labour. 
Flashing back I can recall in 
those days as we were growing it 
is a thing of  pride to show off  
your ridges, your harvest, your 
goats when they give births, your 
basket of  cracked palm kernel the 

to fritter our scarce resources. 
The only kind of  farming that we 
see people do today is commonly 
found in snailery, poultry, fish 
farm, piggery etc and the number 
of  those involved are quite 
insignificant with little impact.

Now that another farming 
season is by the corner can we 
begin to make a change? That is 
desirable. It is never too late for 
new beginning. There are many 
benefits of  farming especially at 
subsistence level. It will help to 
reduce food scarcity. It gives you 
opportunity to grow varieties of  
food of  choice instead of  relying 
on foreign food with all its 
dangers.

Many people will plead 
many reasons outside interest for 
the i r  fa i lure  to  engage  in 
agricultural activities such 
unavailability of  land, money 
etc. But what they don't reckon 
with is that the proceeds of  farm 
has way of  reducing the food bill. 

he above question Tmay sound curious 
depending on who 

is ruminating over the 
matter. There is the need 
sometimes to confront the 
stark reality as it is in order 
to point at situations in 
which we have erred. Food 
is one of  the basic needs of  
life without which we 
c a n n o t  s u s t a i n  o u r 
existence. We lack food 
and complain about its 
expensive nature.

Those who do price 
monitoring or compile the 
price index can tell you 
food is one of  the things 
that their prices variations 
occur frequently even by 
seconds. A variety of  
factors can cause the 
constant price changes 
ex p e r i e n c e d  b u t  t h e 
greatest I know is scarcity. 
Food is scarce because 
demand is higher than the 
s u p p l y  a n d  t h e 
consequence i s  pr ice 
increase.

O u r  p o p u l a t i o n 
uncontrolled as it is grows 
in leaps and bounds while 
the  fa r mers  a re  f ew. 
Farming in our country is 
derided as a job for the 
p o o r ;  e xc e p t i n g  b i g 
farmers in large scale agro 
business majority of  those 
who embark on it at least 
at subsistence level are 
g e n e r a l l y  t h e  p o o r 
members of  the society. I 
cannot figure out how this 
view came to occupy our 
minds but that is the truth.

Today, it is difficult to 
g e t  y o u t h s  t o  s t u d y 
agricultural programs in 
our universities because 
they despise it. We can 
never ignore agriculture 
because everything that 
we need to survive is in the 
bowel of  the earth and 
until we till the ground it 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

proceeds of  which are used to 
pay our school bills and buy us 
Christmas clothing.

Majority of  today's parents 
especially those who were born 
in the townships and grew up 
there, had their education and 
started earning a living through 
civil service or business activities 
may have been cut off  from the 
experience of  farming.

My casual study indicates 
that even most parents in their 
forties and above have no farm 
experience and if  this is the case 
what do we expect that they will 
bequeath to their children. A 
legal maxim 'nemo dat quod non 
habet' holds that you cannot give 
what you don't have yet these 
parents have children that are 
crying for foods every day.

The irony is that there is 
abundance of  arable lands 
everywhere but they are left to lie 
fallow. Government promotion 
of  agriculture is anything but real 
as politicians use the opportunity 

G
a r r i 
proce s s e d 
f r o m c a s s a v a 
from the farm can take a family 
through an appreciable length of  
time.

Today virtually 90% of  foods 
consumed in Igbo land come 
from the north. We are more 
contented in growing money and 
other assets than food because we 
hold the thinking that with 
money we can buy anything. But 
what if  food supply stops coming 
from the north? Assuming we 
realize the Biafra it is certain that 
we will be importing food from 
the north or we will starve.

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h 
individuals is not any different 
with our industrialists. It is 
difficult to find big Igbo farmers 
just like we have in the north and 
it raises a lot of  questions. Our 
forebears fed us and ensured that 
we never lacked food. Now that 
we are in an era of  improved 
lifestyle what is our excuse in not 
feeding ourselves. Why should 
we lack food?

Parents have you held a hoe before?

Market womenMarket womenMarket women

Police nab 3 suspected 
cultists in Anambra
Sack Sports Commissioner 
now, SWAN urges Uzodimma
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