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Igbo wonders shall never end

Ex-MAMSER
director, Chuks
Osuji writes
12 books in
blindness
Says, “I have two more”

NPFL Week 8 results

Herders’ violence against farmers
will destroy Nigeria – Ochulor 

Facebook deletes Nnamdi Kanu’s account
Enugu police arraigns 2 siblings over alleged murder

Belly fat: Foods to avoid

Criminals in keke business
responsible for killing of
PoS operators – Abia Govt
Buhari extends IGP’s tenure by 3 months 
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Imo, Kebbi, Jigawa govs 
sue for peace among 
christians, muslims in S'East
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The Nigerian Institute 
of  Public Relations 

Practitioners (NIPR) has 
pleaded with the Imo 
State Government to as-
sist it retrieve its property 
from the Department of  
State Services (DSS)

Chairman of  NIPR 
in Imo state, Comrade 
Loveth Ekwemalor, who 
made the plea when the 
institute paid a visit to a 
renowned public relations 

NIPR pleads with Uzodimma toNIPR pleads with Uzodimma to
retrieve property from DSSretrieve property from DSS
practitioner in the state, 
Dr. Chuks Osuji, in his 
office in Owerri, said that 
all efforts to persuade the 
DSS to release the proper-

ty have been in vain.
She said that since the se-

cret service took over the 
property, the institute has 
been battling with accom-

modation problem.
The chairman told Osuji 

that they have visited the 
commissioner for works 
and his counterpart in 

A member of  the House 
of  Representatives 

member, representing 
Kaura-Namoda Federal 
Constituency of  Zamfara, 
Sani Dan-Galadima, is to 
forfeit property worth N60 
million being the property 
he guaranteed as surety for 

Money laundering charge: Surety to forfeit 
property as Maina’s son escapes to US

Faisal Maina, son of  the 
former Chairman, defunct 
Pension Reformed Task 
Team (PRTT), Abdulrash-
eed Maina.

Faisal was reported to 
have escaped to the Unit-
ed States of  America af-
ter breaking his bail bond 

condition.
Faisal, who along with 

his father, is facing crimi-
nal charges of  embezzling 
pensions fund was said 
to have taken advantage 
of  one of  the nation’s po-
rous borders in Borno and 
sneaked into the Niger 
Republic from where he 

made his escape.
A lawyer with the Eco-

nomic and Financial 
Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), Mohammed 
Abubakar, told Justice 
Okon Abang of  the Fed-
eral High Court, Abuja on 
Thursday at the resumed 
hearing in his money laun-
dering trial.

Faisal, who is being tried 
before the same judge 
with his father, went un-
derground, the same way 
Maina did after they were 
granted bail.

While his father was 
re-arrested in Niger Re-
public and has since been 
ordered to be remanded 
in Kuje prison, Abuja, 
his Faisal had not been 
found until EFCC got in-
telligence that he has since 
fled to the US where he is 
believed to be a citizen.

Justice Abang, in his rul-
ing, ordered among oth-
ers, that Sani Dan-Galadi-
ma, who stood surety for 
the fleeing suspect, should 
be made to forfeit his prop-
erty, worth N60million, he 
guaranteed for the N60m 
bail bond he signed.

COVID-19: Guber aspirant 
calls for proactive measures as 
schools
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

Foremost Anambra 
Gubernatorial As-

pirant, Valentine Ozigbo 
has called for strict com-
pliance to the COVID-19 
protocols to keep students 
and teachers safe. 

Ozigbo, a leading Peo-
ples Democratic Party 
(PDP) aspirant for the 
forthcoming governorship 
election hinted that there 
is need to ensure that all 

the non-pharmaceutical 
measures are put in place 
to keep the students and 
teachers safe.

“The delay in the re-
sumption of  schools was a 
fall out of  the ravaging and 
rampaging COVID-19 
pandemic, but the reality 
is that one way or another, 
we have to continue with 
our lives and one of  such 
important aspect of  our 
moving on with our lives is 
for students to go back to 
school”, he submitted. 

“While I welcome the 

From David Eze, Abakaliki

The Minister of  State 
for Mines and Steals 

Buhari will complete all  his
projects - Minister

Development, Dr. Uche-
chukwu Ogah has as-
sured that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari would 
complete all the projects 
he initiated before the end 
of  his administration.

Ogah who disclosed this 
during inspection of  the 
lead-mining processing 
plant site at Egu-Ogwu 
village in Ohaozara LGA 
of  Ebonyi State said Mr. 
President has shown con-
tinual commitment in 
completion of  projects 
he initiated in office in-
cluding the building of  
the Artisanal and Small-
Scale Mineral Processing 
Clusters in the six geo-po-
litical zone.

Ogah noted that the pro-
ject which was developed 
for artisanal and small-
scale miners was initiated 
by President Buhari to 
cushion the economic im-
pact of  COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Egu-Ogwu Community 

By Ikenna Orioha

The National Orientation 
Agency (NOA), Imo 

State with support from 
the United Nations Inter-
national Children’s Educa-
tion Fund (UNICEF), has 
stressed on measures to pre-
vent Covid-19, as well as re-
duce or contain female gen-
ital mutilation for the good 
and growth of  the society.

Sensitizing students of  
Assemblies of  God Bethel 
Seminary, Umudibia Nek-
ede, Owerri, on Thursday 
on measures to preventing 
and controlling coronavi-
rus, State Director, Imo 
Orientation Agency, Mr. 
Vitus Ekeocha, told them to 
always observe COVID-19 
protocols by washing their 
hands with soap and run-
ning water, sterilize their 
hands, use face mask, keep 
social distance including 
maintenance of  hygiene 
within and outside their 

UNICEF, NOA stress on measures 
to prevent COVID-19, FGM

home.
Ekeocha, who reflected 

that World Health Organi-
zation, WHO, was putting 
in its best to contain COV-
ID-19, added that Imo State 
government was also put-
ting measures on ground 
to prevent and control the 
deadly virus in the state, 
urging people to discard the 
rumor that COVID-19 was 
humanly created to depop-
ulate the world especially 
Africa.

Instructing the students 
(females) on the conse-
quences of  Female Genital 
Mutilation and need to pro-
tect the girl child, Benjamin 
Mbakwe, FGM Consultant 
for UNICEF (covering Imo 
and Ebonyi States), advised 
them not to practice female 
vagina circumcision in or-
der not to endanger their 
lives.

Pointing out that FGM is 
an obnoxious cultural prac-
tice as state law has been 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The spate of  robbery 
activities recorded in 

Aba, the commercial cen-
tre of  Abia State in recent  
weeks which has led to the 
death of  two operators of  
Point of  Sale (PoS) have 
been blamed on some 
criminals operating with 
tricycles. 

Abia State government 
in a press release last Tues-
day, made the disclosure, 
explaining that the discov-
ery was a product of  its  
careful investigation.

The release which was 
signed by Barr. Chris 
Ezem, the Secretary to the 
State Government (SSG) 
expressed the govern-

Killing of  PoS Operators: 
Criminals in Keke business 
responsible - Abia Govt

ment’s displeasure on the 
development, warning the 
leadership of  Keke unions 
in the State to fish out the 
criminals in their midst.

The State government 
also charged the citizens 
on the need for vigilance 
as well as urged the res-
idents to report any sus-
pected movement of  crim-
inals to security agency 
for prompt action.

The State government 
further reiterated her com-
mitment towards the pro-
tection of  all residents.

It would be recalled that 
there have been upsurge 
in armed robbery attacks 
on some business centres 
especially owners of  Point 
of  Sale (PoS) joints with 
Aba taking the lead.

information for possible 
intervention to enable the 
institute to get back its 
property. 

She said the institute 
found Osuji worthy to be 
visited because of  his im-
mense contributions to 
public relations practice in 
Nigeria and Imo state

The chairman also said 
the purpose of  the visit 
is to update him on what 
have been happening in the 
Institute since she assumed 
office as the chairman and 

to seek for his profession-
al direction and advice on 
how to move the Institute 
forward in the state

Comrade Ekwemalor 
told him that her leader-
ship is making strong ef-
forts in getting a vehicle for 
the Institute so as to ease 
their operations

Sunny Osuji, a Fellow of  
the Institute, while speak-
ing, updated Osuji on the 
steps they have taken so far 
towards having a Public 
Relations Academy in the 
state.

site has been chosen by 
the Federal Government 
for the establishment 
of  Artisanal and Small-
Scale Mineral Processing 
Clusters for the develop-
ment of  lead and zinc for 
the people of  South East 
region.

“Mr. President is ready 
and has shown continual 
commitment in comple-
tion of  projects he initiat-
ed in office including the 
building of  the Artisanal 
and Small-Scale Mineral 
Processing Clusters in the 
six geo-political zone.

“So very soon work will 
start in all the sites and we 
are targeting to complete 
the project in one year 
including this one for the 
people of  the south east 
and other regions in six 
months.

The land which covers 
about 60 hectares was do-
nated by the Ebonyi State 
Government.

enacted against it, Mbakwe 
informed the students to at-
tend the International Day 
of  Zero Tolerance for FGM 
which is being celebrated 
yearly across the world.

The Principal of  the 
school, Rev Okechukwu 
Amadi, said the school 
would intensify efforts to 
ensure that Covid- 19 pre-
ventive measures are main-
tained by students and staff, 
stating that the “aware-
ness program makes a lot 
of  meaning to the school, 
hence NOA, UNICEF and 
other interventionists agen-
cies have been doing well to 
prevent and control corona-
virus”.

Madu Jenifer and Eze 
Emmanuella, on behalf  of  
the students, promised they 
would always observe COV-
ID-19 rules to live healthy 
life just as they assured that 
they would not engage in 
female genital mutilation 
which they described as 
menace to the society.

resumption of  academic 
activities across our prima-
ry and secondary schools, 
I must say that it is with 
mixed feelings because 
children are naturally ad-
venturous and playful, 
hence, may let down their 
guard against the pandem-
ic.  

“Moving from the home 
environment that they, 
hitherto, were in, to the 
school environment, an 
open group from differ-
ent places would mean 
increased possibilities for 

exposure”. “This implies 
that the chances of  in-
fection and spread of  the 
coronavirus might become 
higher. He urged the rele-
vant authorities to, in addi-
tion to putting in place, the 
necessary protocols such 
as hand washing and com-
pulsory use of  face masks, 
to also ensure that the 
school management and 
the teachers are vigilante 
by closely monitoring the 
students to ensure they are 
complying with the safety 
protocols.
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

Anambra State Tradi-
tional Rulers have tak-

en part in the COVID-19 
community testing. 

The test was carried out 
by medical personnel from 
the state Ministry of  Health 
at the Traditional Rulers 
Council Chambers, Gov-
ernment House, Awka, 
on  Wednesday. The test 
became necessary to en-
sure that none of  the royal 
fathers is infected by the 
virus. 

In his brief  remark, the 
chairman Anambra state 

Anambra monarchs participate in community 
testing, call for increased testing 

Traditional Rulers Council, 
Obi Alfred Achebe (Obi of  
Onitsha), reminded the roy-
al fathers that COVID 19 
test is not a death sentence 
but is a key to early detec-
tion which he said increases 
chances of  survival.

Obi Achebe who spoke 
through his deputy, Igwe 
Sunday Okafor of  Okpuno 
regretted that some Nigeri-
ans still believe that COVID 
19 is not real, urging them 
to resist fear and avail them-
selves of  the free COVID 19 
test insisting that health is 
wealth.

In their separate speech-
es, some of  the Traditional 

Rulers, including Igwe Ken-
neth Orizu of  Nnewi, Igwe 
Pius Omachonu of  Olum-
banasaa in Anambra West 
and Igwe Felix Onyimadu 
of  Ukpor, among others 
who have undergone the 
test appreciated the efforts 
of  Governor Willie Obiano 
and the state Commission-
er for Health, Dr. Vincent 
Okpala for taken proactive 
measures aimed at curbing 
the spread of  the virus in 
Anambra. 

The royal fathers urged 
government to extend the 
COVID 19 test to all the 
181 communities in the 
state to enable their subjects 

to benefit. 
They promised to join to 

ensure full enforcement 
of  COVID 19 protection 
guidelines to their subjects.

The state Diseases Sur-
veillance and Notification 
Officer, Mrs. Nelly Dike in 
an interview explained that 
the second wave of  COVID 
19 is more serious and ex-
pressed satisfaction with the 
turn out of  the traditional 
rulers and noted that col-
lection of  the sample will 
enable them identify those 
that have it for them to be 
treated as according to her, 
knowing their status will 
help curb the spread in their 
various communities.

Family urges security agencies to find
son missing for 3 years
From Karen James, Nnewi

The family of  Mr. John 
Umeoke in Nnewi, 

Anambra State, has urged 
the Police and other secu-
rity agencies to redouble 
efforts towards finding 
their child who according 
to them, has been missing 
since 2017.

The child, Master Joel 

Chimsimdi Sopuluchuk-
wu John, according to his 
parents, was over three 
years old when he was 
seen last by his family and 
relations.

Narrating the incident 
to newsmen, the vic-
tim’s mother, Mrs Ifeoma 
Umeoke, who hails from 
Uli, Anambra State, mar-
ried to Abakaliki in Ebonyi 

State, but lives in Nnewi, 
said she left her son asleep 
on 23rd October, 2020 for 
an errand, and couldn’t 
find him on return.

The father of  the missing 
child, Mr. John Umoke, 
said among other meas-
ures aimed at ensuring the 
finding of  the child, the 
matter was reported to the 
State CID and DSS office 

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Police in Enugu State last 
Wednesday arraigned 

two siblings before an 
Enugu North Magistrates’ 
Court for alleged murder of  
a 27-year-old lady. 

The Presiding Judge, Jus-
tice J. I. Agu remanded the 
two suspects, Chiamaka 
Ifezue (26) and Chukwue-
meka Ifezue (21), in a cor-
rectional centre pending the 
determination of  the case 
by a High Court.

The accused were ar-
raigned on a two-count 
charge bordering on the 
murder of  Miss Ijeoma 
Nneka on November 11, 
2020. According to the 
charge, the siblings con-
spired to commit felony to 
wit: murder and, thereby, 
committed an offense pun-
ishable under Section 494 
of  the Criminal Code, Cap 
30, Vo. II, Revised Laws 
of  Enugu State of  Nigeria 
2004.

The accused were also said 
to have unlawfully killed 
Nneka on the same day by 

compelling her to drink a 
poisonous substance and, 
thereafter, poured “corro-
sive acid chemical” all over 
her body which caused her 
death. The offense is said 
to be punishable under Sec-
tion 274(1) of  the Criminal 
Code, Cap 30, Vol. II, Laws 
of  Enugu State of  Nigeria 
2004.

However the court did not 
take the plea of  the accused 
on the grounds of  lack of  ju-
risdiction. Agu said that the 
court would only conduct 

The Governor of  
Imo State, Senator 

Hope Uzodimma has on 
Wednesday, revalidated 
his membership of  APC 
in his Ward, Omuma in 
Oru East Local Govern-
ment Area of  Imo State.

Carrying out the reval-
idation at Omuma Cen-
tral School Boot 006, 
Governor Uzodimma 
said that he had come to 
perform a responsibility 
put on the shoulders of  
all APC members and 
intending members by 
President Mohammadu 
Buhari,  mandating all to 
register/revalidate their 
membership with the 
party as a way of  know-
ing who is who and who 
belongs where in APC as 
a party.

Performing the ceremo-
ny before his people in 
Oru East Local Govern-
ment Area, the Governor 
encouraged every mem-
ber of  Omuma Com-
munity to endeavour to 
come out and register as 
well as revalidate and en-
sure that they come first 
in the Local Government 
as it will be a pointer to 
other communities in the 

Uzodimma revalidates his 
membership of APC in 
Omuma Ward

LGA to register with the 
party. 

The Governor who did 
not mince words in em-
phasizing that APC is the 
party to follow, assured 
his people that the days 
of  darkness are over and 
that with his relationship 
with the presidency, “all 
dividends of  democra-
cy due to Imo State will 
come to them.”

While introducing the 
programme, the Chair-
man of  APC in Imo State, 
Chief  Marcon Nlemigbo, 
said APC in Imo State is 
using the revalidation of  
the Governor’s member-
ship  to flag-off  the exer-
cise of  APC registration/
revalidation in the state. 

He urged Omuma peo-
ple, the Oru people and 
the entire people of  Imo 
State to endeavour to reg-
ister and revalidate their 
membership of  APC 
so as to encourage and 
support the Governor to 
continue in his adminis-
tration in Imo State for 
now and in future.

Chief  Nlemigbo prom-
ised that the party 
(APC) will encourage 
the ward that records 
the highest membership 
of  APC members with a 
mouth-watering gift yet 
to be determined.   

Also addressing the au-
dience, the Chairman of  
the Registration Commit-
tee in Imo State,  Barr. 
Godwin Anaughe in-
formed that the exercise 
is very important because 
at the end of  the day the 
membership of  the party 
in Imo State as contained 
in the register will be in-
strumental to most activ-
ities of  the party in the 
state and the country in 
general.

binding- over proceedings in 
order to refer the matter to 
the state Attorney-General 
(AG) and Commissioner for 
Justice.

The prosecution coun-
sel, CSP C. P. Nwachuk-
wu, thereafter, supplied the 
court with the names of  11 
prosecution witnesses and 
handed over the two orig-
inal police case files to the 
court.

 In his ruling, Agu said 
that each of  the witnesses 

Enugu police arraigns 2 siblings over alleged murder

had been bound over to the 
sum of  N10,000 to appear 
before any competent court 
that the case would be trans-
ferred to. He directed that 
the case files be transmitted 
to the AG for his opinion 
and advice. Agu also di-
rected that the accused be 
remanded at the Nigeria 
Correctional Services, Enu-
gu Custodial Centre and ad-
journed the matter till Feb-
ruary 24, 2021 for report on 
the AG’s opinion.

in Awka, while family and 
relations continue to keep 
hope alive on the missing 
child.

Reacting, the Anambra 
State Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, CSP Haru-
na Muhammed, said the 
Command is not aware 
of  the incident, urging the 
family to report the inci-
dent to the Police for nec-
essary actions.

Imo State Governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma (left) flags-off the APC Regis-
tration and Revalidation exercisein boot 006, Omuma Ward, Oru-East LGA, 
while the Imo State APC Registration and Revalidation Committee Chair-
man, Mr. Godwin Anaughe (right) while others watch on.
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he Governors of  Imo, TKebbi and Jigawa 
States, Senator Hope 

Uzodimma,  Abubakar  
A t i k u  B a g u d u  a n d   
M o h a m m e d  B a d a r u  
Abubakar have  respectively 
sued for peace among 
christians and muslims living 
in the south East.

Speaking during a meeting 
involving Christians and 
Muslims in the South East 
held at Government House, 
Owerri, Yesterday. Governor 
Hope Uzodimma called on 
the leadership of  Christian 
Association of  Nigeria 
(CAN), Muslims, herdsmen 
and farmers to always 
e m b r a c e  p e a c e  w i t h  
tolerance, adding that peace 
and mutual love are the only 
instruments that can keep 
them together.

The Governor maintained 
that his government was 
geared towards maintaining 
total security of  life and 
property of  citizens, as he 
thanked all for attending the 
meeting. 

Governors of  Kebbi and  
Jigawa States, Abubakar 
A t i k u  B a g u d u  a n d   
M o h a m m e d  B a d a r u  
Abubakar  who were at the 
m e e t i n g ,  r e s p e c t i ve ly   
a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  I m o  
governor for convening the 
m e e t i n g ,  w h i l e  
acknowledging that all 
Nigerians have the right to 
live harmoniously in any 
part of  the country.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
Ohanaeze Ndi- Igbo, Prof  
George Obiozor, said that a 
o n e  s i d e d  p e a c e  i s  
dangerous. He added peace 
is mutual and must be 
reciprocal.

Imo, Kebbi, Jigawa governors 
sue for peace among christians, 
muslims in Southeast
By Jennifer John 
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emocracy the world over, is Dtouted as the best form of  
government. In the so called 

civilized world, the virtues of  democracy 
i s  w i d e l y  p r o n o u n c e d  a n d  
acknowledged. The same cannot be said 
of  African countries where the reverse is 
the case. Nigeria is tagged the giant of  
Africa where the best of  everything is 
expected to emerge by virtue of  its 
leadership role.

Shockingly  i t  remains  a  b ig  
disappointment to its numerous 
admirers. Here democracy is applauded 
as one of  the best things that is working in 
the country although in reverse order. It is 
lamentable that democracy is not 
working well anywhere in Africa. Some 
have canvassed for its scrapping because 
of  the actions of  the politicians.

Those who frown against democracy 
do so because it is not home grown, is 
manipulative, elitist, expensive and 
monetized leaving it in the hands of  a few  
rich politicians. Reflecting on the gains 
of  democratic rules in the country in 
relation to time, value generated, 
resources expended etc it is not in doubt 
that civilian administrations may not 
have fared well.

In truth, there may not be issues with 
democracy since it can be proven to work 
elsewhere. What may constrain it from 
working here is obviously the behavior of  
politicians which is grossly antithetical to 
development. Most of  our politicians 
who call the shots are barely educated, 
lack skills, have no conscience, and are 
selfish, corrupt and generally lacking in 
skills.

They promise much and deliver little 
thereby shortchanging the electorate. In 
the country as at present, there is a 
general feeling of  despondency, inertia 
and hopelessness. Political parties that 
have enjoyed power have failed to deliver. 
Politicians are merely satisfying their 
selfish ambitions switching parties just to 
actualize their needs.

There is hardly any of  the existing 
parties that is different from the other in 
terms of  their offerings. This is the reason 
people are craving for alternative options 
that can help redeem the situation for 
Nigeria. 

This is the reason the attempt at the 
formation of  a mega political party by a 
group of  Nigerians is seen as a welcome 
development. The National Consultative 
Forum is expected to be launched next 
month. Those who are impressed with 
the effort reckon with the quality of  
personalities who are anchoring the 
association. The names behind them 

which represent the cream of  tested 
professionals and technocrat give hope 
that redemption may come the way of  
Nigerians.

It is not in doubt that if  government is 
run with appropriate business models or 
strategies, value will be delivered because 
when people replicate what successful 
people do, they are bound to achieve 
positive impacts. One of  the major 
challenges politicians pose is that they 
are not keen in doing the right things that 
will bring the right results.

Prof. Pat Utomi, former President of  
Nigeria Bar Association, NBA, Olisa 
Agbakoba, SAN; Dr Hakeem Baba 
Ahmed; and Prof  Kingsley Moghalu. Dr 
Obadiah Mailafia, Prof  Mrs Remi 
Sonaiya, Comrade Issa Aremu; Prof  
Chidi Odinkalu; Chief  Precious 
Elekima; Arch Ezekiel Nya-Etok; Dr 
Tanko Yunusa and Peter Ameh among 
other professionals are credible persons 
that can hold their ground in terms of  
quality leadership. 

Some of  them by virtue of  shallow 
pockets have not been able to provide the 
wherewithal to push them to the 
corridors of  power which money bag 
politicians believe is their birth right 
today. Politics in our country has been 
turned into a cash and carry thing where 
money bags sponsor whoever they can 
control. 

News Echo wishes to commend the 
group for rising to the occasion to present 
themselves as a credible alternative. 
Nigeria is in need of  good leadership 
which the late prolific writer Chinua 
Achebe much earlier identified as the 
greatest problem of  Nigeria. Nigerians 
have been making waves in other lands 
holding key strategic positions at all 
levels of  governance.

In the present government of  Joe 
Biden as America's president some 
Nigerians have also been appointed. It is 
an irony that while Nigerians are doing 
great in other lands in terms of  
leadership, the country down home drifts 
into an abyss like a rudderless ship. It is 
disturbing that the great potentials the 
Creator blessed the nation with is not 
realized.

Some of  the policy directions as 
enunciated by the group which 
essentially touches on the fundamental 
issues of  the country such as retooling 
the self-contradicting constitution 
among others give hope that something 
good is still possible in Nigeria. We urge 
the group to remain focused and not 
allow itself  to be distracted.

Mega party as a 
rescue alternative
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t is really baffling. It is Iintriguing, and it is indeed 
somehow above human 

comprehension. A former 
director of  Mass Mobilization 
for Self  Reliance, Social 
Ju s t i c e,  a n d  E c o n o m i c  
Recovery, MAMSER, East, Dr. 
Chuks Osuji, OON has written 
22 books 12 of  them he published as 
a blind man. By all standards, this 
is an act of  determination, hard 
work ,  d i s c ip l ine  and  s e l f  
confidence. Osuji is also a 
renowned analyst, consultant 
and a commentator on current 
affairs.  He is equally a Fellow 
of  the Nigerian Institute of  
Public Relations. 

 Osuji who hails from 
Ihitteafoukwu of  Ekwerazu in 
A h i a z u  M b a i s e  L o c a l  
Government Area of  Imo 
S t a t e ,  t h r o u g h  r a r e  
determination to succeed 
obtained his G.C.E. O/L and 
A/L certificates through 
cor respondence courses,  
without passing through any 
secondary form of  education.

A man endowed with great 
vision and the burning zeal as 
well as a desire to achieve 
success  and  exce l lence,  
assiduously worked hard and 
by 1976, sought for greener 
pastures to the United States of  
America where he obtained a 
Bachelor of  Arts degree in 
Political Science/History. In 
addition, he also got his 
Masters Degree from the same 
University of  Texas, Arlington 
and Ph.D still in Political 
Science/History from North 
Texas University, Denton in 
1979. He achieved the above 
through self  effort and self  
development.

This great scion of  the 
Mbaise nation through act of  
self  discipline, well articulated 
vision as well as the burning 
desire for greater success, 
developed an irresistible 
interest in writing – both for 
newspapers and magazines as 
well as publishing books. So far 
he has presented 22 books to 
the public and 12 of  them were 
written in his 14 years of  
blindness.  According James 
Okere of  INSPIRES FOR 

GREATNESS, “One of  the 
books he wrote, as a blind 
person was instrumental to his 
being honoured with the 
Officer of  the Order of  Niger 
(OON) award during Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo's period as 
president of  Nigeria. By stroke 
o f  fa te  and des t iny  or  
providence, a friend of   Osuji 
took the book to the then (now 
late) president's wife- Dr. Stella 
Obasanjo who showed interest 
in the book informing the 
husband that the author- Dr. 
Chuks Osuji - was a blind 
person”.

One fact that has helped 
Osuji so much is his knack for 
creativity. As Eze puts it, “early 
in his life he learnt how to use 
manual typewriter effectively 

which has aided his writing 
skills especially now he is blind. 
This former senior lecture at 
Alvan Ikoku Federal College of  
Education, Owerri, through 
c o u r a g e,  i n d u s t r y  a n d  
persistence achieved greatness 
worthy of  emulation by a heart 
desirous of  achieving success, 
n o t  m i n d i n g  h i s  g r o s s  
limitations”.

Some of  the books authored 
by Dr. Chuks Osuji, OON are: 
Trans-National Organisations 
as Actors in the Nigerian Civil 
Wa r  1 9 6 7 - 1 9 7 0  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  
Research Methodology (1981), 
Approach to Practical Politics 
(1983), His Royal Highness: A 
Historical Data and Reference 
Book on Traditional Rulers in 
E a s t e r n  S t a t e s  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  

Community Leadership and 
Rural Development (1986), the 
Ugly Citizen (a novel), (1987 & 
1994), Principles of  Public 
Relations (1990), Foundation 
of  Igbo Tradition and Culture 
(1998), Dynamics of  Public 
Relations-Theoretical and 
Functional Framework (1999), 
Political Public Relations 
( 2 0 0 1 ) ,  H I V / A I D S - T h e  
unwanted inheritance (2004), 
Governor Ikedi Ohakim And 
The New Face of  Imo State 
Imo (Eastern Nigeria) (2008), 
Barrack Obama: The Making 
of  First African-American 
P r e s i d e n t  ( 2 0 0 9 )  a n d  
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu: The Peoples General.

According to Osuji, “Yes it is 
not disputable that I did not 

attend secondary school. I 
came from a humble family in 
Ihitte Afor Ukwu Mbaise. It 
was a polygamous family. My 
mother died when I was only 12 
years of  age and because of  the 
polygamous nature of  my 
family, my step mother did not 
handle things very well. In a 
polygamous family the basis of  
the survival of  any child rested 
on the mother. Our father was a 
mere distributor of  family 
wealth in which every woman 
has to take her proportion for 
the children. When my mother 
died in 1947, 31st December, 
the unbearable nature of  
polygamous family became 
obvious. I was not feeding well 
so I took off  and ran to my aunt 
from where I ran to Aba and 
from there to Port Harcourt 
where I became a street urchin. 
From there I began to fend for 
myself. I was a houseboy to so 
many people, I sold groundnut, 
I sold Akamu for an Hausa 
woman, and because of  my 
interest in newspaper I became 
a vendor selling several 
newspapers like Daily Times, 
West African Pilot, etc”.

He added,  “As I was 
sleeping in the market one 
night when police pursued a 
man that had intruded into the 
market stores so they woke me 
up  and a f te r  sa t i s fy ing  
themselves that I was not the 
person that they were pursuing 
they left me. But incidentally 
one of  the security people was a 
man from my area, one 
Michael Aliagha, when I 
mentioned that I am from 
Ihiteafoukwu he grabbed me 
and said that this is my own 
brother and he gave me to one 
James Uchegbu and from there 
I took interest in going to 
school. That is how I started my 
life. I was making reasonable 
money as a load carrier in Port 
Harcourt market and there was 
a night school there owned by 
one Maduneme from Nnobi 
and I decided to go back to 
school. I had a problem doing 
this because when I ran from 
my village I never left with my 
transfer certificate but one of  
my friends, Michael Uzuegbu 
took me to St. Paul School, 
Diobu. My teacher then was 
Melford Okilo who later 
became governor of  Rivers 
State. When I could not 
produce the transfer certificate 
here a friend of  mine took me to 
AME Zion Church at Habour 
road and they gave me 
examination to access what 
class I would fit in. I was put in 
standard 4, I could read the 
Reader very well”. See full 
interview below. 

Igbo wonders shall never end
Ex MAMSER director, Chuks 
Osuji writes 12 books 
in blindness!!! 
By Ori Martins 

Osuji

Continues on pg 6
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I was once a 
truck pusher 
– Osuji 
In what appeared like an autobiography, granted as an interview, 
Dr. Chuks Osuji, gives graphic details of  his compelling life story. 
He spoke with Afam Echi
What is your humble 
beginning like and is it 
tr ue that  you never 
attended a secondary 
school?   

Yes it is not disputable that 
I did not attend secondary 
school. I came from a 
humble family in Ihitte 
Afor Ukwu Mbaise. It was 
a polygamous family. My 
mother died when I was 
only 12 years of  age and 
because of  the polygamous 
nature of  my family my 
step mother did not handle 
things very well. In a 
polygamous family the 
basis of  the survival of  any 
child rested on the mother. 
Our father was a mere 
distributor of  family wealth 
in which every woman has 
to take her proportion for 
the children. When my 
mother died in 1947, 31st 
December, the unbearable 
nature of  polygamous 
family became obvious. I 
was not feeding well so I 
took off  and ran to my aunt 
from where I ran to Aba 
and from there to Port 
Harcourt where I became a 
street urchin. From there I 
began to fend for myself. I 
was a houseboy to so many 
people, I sold groundnut, I 
sold Akamu for an Hausa 
woman, and because of  my 
interest in newspaper I 
became a vendor selling 
several newspapers like 
Daily Times, West African 
Pilot, etc. As I was sleeping 

in the market one night 
when police pursued a man 
that had intruded into the 
market stores so they woke 
me up and after satisfying 
themselves that I was not 
the person that they were 
pursuing they left me. But 
incidentally one of  the 
security people was a man 
from my area, one Michael 
Aliagha, when I mentioned 
t h a t  I  a m  f r o m  
Ihiteafoukwu he grabbed 
me and said that this is my 
own brother and he gave 
me to one James Uchegbu 
and from there I took 
interest in going to school. 
That is how I started my 
l i f e .  I  w a s  m a k i n g  
reasonable money as a load 
carrier in Port Harcourt 
market and there was a 
night school there owned 
by one Maduneme from 
Nnobi and I decided to go 
back to school. I had a 
problem doing this because 
when I ran from my village 
I never left with my transfer 
certificate but one of  my 
friends, Michael Uzuegbu 
took me to St. Paul School, 
Diobu. My teacher then 
was Melford Okilo who 
later became governor of  
Rivers State. When I could 
not produce the transfer 
certificate here a friend of  
mine took me to AME 
Zion Church at Habour 
road and they gave me 
examination to access what 
class I would fit in. I was 
put in standard 4, I could 

read the Reader very well. 

What happened after 
primary education?    

I got enrolled into Wolsey 
H a l l  C o r r e s p o n d e n t  
College London where I 
had 3 year tuition to qualify 
to write the General 
Certificate of  Education 
(GCE) so it can qualify me 
to go into University. 
Before this, after my 
Primary education I went 
to learn Stenography 
(typing and shorthand). 
After I had learnt it I 
opened my own school at 
69, Owerri road Port 
Harcourt. Within 3 years I 
had become an affluent 
p e r s o n .  I  b o u g h t  a  
m o t o r c y c l e .  W h e n  
Nigerian Independence 
came in 1960 I had become 
a matured person who 
owns his own school which 
blossomed. I made money 
which made me get started 
reading for the O'level 
GCE which I passed in 
1 9 6 3  a n d  l a t e r  t h e  
advanced level which I 
passed in 1965 in History 
and Constitution. This 
q u a l i f i e d  m e  t o  ge t  
a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  
University of  London. I 
went to the University of  
London in August 1965 
and came back because of  
sickness in December 
1965. After treating myself  
I returned to London on 
Jan 2, 1966 and thereafter 
heard about the military 
coup in 1966. When the 
sickness continued I gave 

up and came back. I sold 
my school to make money 
to go to London. Then I 
was a star because I 
donated Cups to Primary 
Schools in Diobu and 
Apara Districts. When I 
came back I opened my 
school again in Port 
Harcourt. I lost the school 
in 1967 when PH fell 
because of  the civil war.  
We trekked from PH to my 
village in one and half  
days. I waited till the war 
finished. During the war I 
was appointed officer in 
c h a r g e  o f  N a t i o n a l  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
Commission and posted to 
my town to take charge of  
refugees. I had 1777 
refugees in my camp at 
S t . C h a r l e s ,  O g b o r  
I h i t e a f o u k w u .  I  g o t  
married in 1969. After the 
civil war I moved to Aba 
a n d  s t a r t e d  s e e k i n g  
admission, focusing on 
America this time. I got 
admission at the University 
o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  
Minneapolis in the United 
States to read journalism. I 
left my home town Jan 2 
1970. I moved to the 
University of  Texas where I 
did my first and second 
degrees and my Ph.D in all 
Texas University in 1979. 
After my Ph.d I came back 
home. 

What was your work life 
like after school?         

One of  the reasons that I 
came back is that Mbakwe 
pressurized me to come 

and take position in Alvan 
I k o k u  C o l l e g e  o f  
Education as it was then 
called. I was very friendly 
with Mbakwe. When his 
wife came to US for 
medical attention he was 
staying in our house. So 
when I came back he said 
that he would give me a job 
w h e r e  I  w i l l  b e  
acclimatized first. So he 
asked me to go and teach at 
Alvan. When I got there I 
discovered that it was a 
dead alley. They don't have 
the instrumentality of  
intellectual activities. So 
for unexplained reasons I 
resigned and opened up 
this my office.

How long have you 
p r a c t i c e d  P u b l i c  
Relations?  

Since 1982 and I am 84 
years now.

How did your sight 
challenge arise because 
you were not originally 
blind from birth?

Y o u  k n o w  i t  w a s  
progressive. My sight 
problem started many 
years ago without my 
knowing because it was 
diagnosed as glaucoma. 
Gradually I was losing my 
sight until all along the line, 
I had four surgeries all in 
the US but they couldn't 
succeed. I lost my sight 
finally in 1998. By then I 
had worked for the federal 
government as the state 
MAMSER director from 
1987-1989 before I was 
transferred to Enugu and 
from Enugu transferred 
back to Imo. By 1993 
during Abacha regime I 
served out my term and 
returned to my office. As of   
now I have done twelve 
books written as a blind 
man and I have presented 
22 books to the public. I am 
le f t  wi th  two more,  
i n c l u d i n g  , m y  
autobiography.

Continued from pg 5
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Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

h e  d r e a d e d  t h r e e Twords “can we talk,” 
can immediately stir 

up defenses. Or maybe those 
words live on the tip of  your 
tongue, but you just don't feel 
like dealing with the spiral 
downward into the argument 
abyss, so you never say what is 
on your heart.

But then, what happens to 
those concerns, thoughts, 
worries, and requests that 
never get said? Do they fester, 
do you ruminate, and do you 
stuff  them? …I am fairly 
certain they don't magically 
disappear. So what are you to 
do?

At some point, you must 
speak up. A healthy, happy 
and last ing re lat ionship 
requires open communication 
where you can speak your 
mind so that these issues do 
not result in deep resentments 
that ultimately sabotage your 
relationship.

So here are some ideas of  
how to speak up in your 
relationship without ending 
up in a fight. To have a healthy 
relationship it is vital for both 
partners to speak up in a kind 
way; in a way we will most 
likely be heard, and in an 
assertive way where we own 

icking what to wear Pfor your events or 
outings should not be 

a hassle.
The weekend is here 

girlfriend, you want to look 
good from head to toe.

Usually, we go to these 
outings right from work so it 
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  w e a r 
something that will suit both 
fo r  work  and  tha t  fun 
meeting at night.

I f  y o u r  w o r k p l a c e 
permits dress in casuals, then 
it is important to ease your 
stress with these clothing 
ideas which are stylish and 
comfortable. Picking what to 
wear for occasions might 
seem a little bit of  a fuss.

Ghanaian actress, Nana 
Ama McBrown sure knows 
how to look good in any 
outfit and we are taking 

c a n  c o m m u n i c a t e  yo u r 
authentic  thoughts  and 
feelings in a way they will 
most likely be heard. 

We all receive information, 
thoughts, feelings, criticisms 
in our characteristics way. In 
other words, we all have an 
automatic style of  responding 
we generally use. If  you can 
determine your partner's 
habitual way of  responding, 
you may be able to figure out 
t h e  b e s t  m o d e  o f  
c o m m u n i c a t i n g  y o u r 
message: talking, writing, 
emailing, and texting. One 
caution here is you don't want 
t o  d e p e n d  o n  w r i t i n g , 
emailing or texting to continue 
the dialogue since you miss 
t h e  t o n e  a n d  t h e  b o d y 
language that communicates 
so much more than just the 
words. Work towards in-
person communication.

3) Think about what you 
want to say ahead of time and 
write it down.

When we are emotional it 
is hard to be logical. You may 
think you know what you are 
going to  say but  in  the 
emotional moment you may 
go  b lank .  Wri t ing  your 
thoughts and feelings down 
before the conversation helps 

our statements and responses. 
Not speaking up or voicing 
our authentic thoughts and 
feelings in a relationship is one 
of  the most common obstacles 
to healthy communication, 
and it can lead to a very 
unbalanced partnership

So why is it that we don't 
just speak our minds? The 
answer is simple: fear. Fear we 
will hurt the other. Fear we 
will not be heard. Fear we can't 
effectively put our thoughts 
and feelings into words. Here 
are the three tips that can help 
people address these fears and 
find their voices:

1 )  I t  i s  r e a l l y  “ n o t 
speaking up” that will hurt 
the other person.

W h e n  t h o u g h t s  a n d 
feelings go unspoken and are 
swept under the rug you may 
think you are letting them go 
but actually you are repressing 
t h e m  a n d  s t o r i n g  u p 
resentment. At some point, 
even the most non-assertive, 
quiet person will get to the last 
straw and may even explode. It 
is much healthier to address 
issues and feelings as they 
occur and have no lumps 
under the rug that you may 
trip over.

2) Ask yourself how you 

already and we are sure it is 
filled with events for you to 
attend and if  you are already 
p lanning  on  going  out 
w h e t h e r ,  w i t h  y o u r 
significant other or your 

inspiration from her.
She's proved over the 

years that she is a great 
woman who understands 
fashion and how to dress 
effortlessly for any event.

Nana Ama has proved 
over the years that she is a 
g r e a t  w o m a n  w h o 
understands fashion and how 
to dress effortlessly for any 
event. She is among the few 
celebrities trendsetter we 
always look up to.

Stepping out for a girl's 
night or just a stroll through 
the mall right from work? We 
hope you find inspiration 
f r o m  t h e  s t y l e  i c o n ' s 
wardrobe.

you clarify and organize your 
points, allows you to make 
s u r e  yo u  a r e  u s i n g  “ I ” 
s t a t e m e n t s  n o t  “ Yo u ” 
statements and supports you 
in creating a message that 
truly communicates what you 
need to say. It will also help 
you remember your points 
more clearly; some people 
even bring their notes to the 
discussion

 1. Embrace an attitude of 
abnormal as normal

This one is a mentality 
shift, and something that may 
take some time. However, 
shifting your attitude can be 
huge in terms of  normalizing 
the need to have conversations 
about your relationship.

T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t 
relationships are constantly 
being thrown out of  balance. 
They are regularly in need of  
attention and adjustments. 
This is NORMAL.

So, when you need to talk 
to your partner about an issue, 
it doesn't mean that he or she is 
a bad partner or that your 
partner is doing a bad job, it 
means that you are in a 
NORMAL relationship that 
requires some maintenance.

Try to talk with your 
partner about this mentality. 
Remind him or her at the 
beginning of  a relationship 
conversation that it is normal 
to have to make adjustments 

in how we behave and treat 
each other

If  you and your partner 
can get to a place where it is 
jointly accepted that it is 
normal to need to talk about 
your relationship, then these 
conversations will go more 
smoothly, and defenses will 
not be raised at the hint of  a 
“relationship talk.”

2 .  H a v e  r e g u l a r 
relationship talks

 It's an opportunity to 
check in with one another. Hit 
on how things have been going 
well, and then what needs a bit 
more attention.

The more you do this, the 
less likely issues will grow and 
f e s t e r ,  a n d  t h e  l e s s 
i n t i m i d a t i n g  t h e s e 
conversations will become.

3. Strike when the iron is 
cold

So often we hold in issues 
until they ooze out of  us 
because we can't contain them 
anymore. And, more often 
than not, this happens at the 
worst times, like when your 
partner is about to head out of  
town, or they have an early 
morning commitment and it is 
10:30 at night.

The tip here is to bring up 
an issue when things are going 
well. When you have some 
downtime together and are in 
a good place, say something 

like
, 

“ H e y, 
I ' v e  b e e n 
wanting to talk with you about 
something, you think you'd be 
up for it?”

Trying to talk about issues 
when it's tense, when you're 
about  to  over f low wi th 
emotion or frustration, or 
when time is tight doesn't go 
well. So get in there when all is 
good!

 4. Stick to one issue at a 
talk

I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h i s  h a s 
happened to me. When you 
begin a relationship talk and 
suddenly you're talking about 
all the issues you have been 
bottling up, giving examples, 
a n d  t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n 
everything that has ever 
bothered you. And then you 
realize, you've lost your point. 
This is an example of  “partner 
overload.” Seriously, who can 
hear all those things at once 
and not feel totally defeated or 
defensive.

Next time, choose one 
issue. One point you'd like to 
discuss and ONLY talk about 
that point. This will help you 
to keep it clear and it will also 
help your partner not to feel 
like you are attacking from all 
sides.

Entertainment/Showbiz/Music/Fashion
Going casual with
Nana Ama McBrown 

Speak up in a relationship 
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From her tops to other 
creative styles, Serwaa is truly a 
fashionista and we love her 
flawless makeup and hairstyles 
that accompanies her outfits.

Serwaa hosted the f i rs t 
edition of  GH One's 'The Next 
TV Star'. From the auditions to 
the finale which was held on 
Sunday, January 24, 2021, 
Serwaa was a beautiful muse for 
Ghanaian designers and here are 
our favourite looks.

f  your outfit is tailored to Iperfection, you'll end up 
making a fashion statement 

and setting a trend others might 
likely follow.

Media personality, Serwaa 
Amihere has proven to be one of  
the best  female presenters 
currently. Her fashion sense is 
something that cannot be put 
under the radar.

She pulls off  the best African 
print styles to any event as seen 
on her Instagram page.

frica's premium malt drink 

Abrand, Malta Guinness is 
still in a celebratory mood as 

it continues its 'Journey to Greatness' 
Series. The series is one of  its 
exciting activations to showcase core 
brand values by spreading goodness, 
energy, and fuelling the Can-Do 
spirit of  Nigerians. 

The 6-part Journey to Greatness 
series tells the stories of  Nigerians 
who have defied odds and excelled in 
their chosen fields. The series 
spotlights the career journey of  these 
talented individuals and highlights 
them telling their stories of  trials and 
truths as well as the significant role 
Malta Guinness played in their 
growth, development and career. 

The fifth episode featured Bright 
Okpocha also known as Basket 
Mouth who shared a chronological 
story of  how he star ted as a 
comedian to where he is right now, 
with Actor,  Producer,  Brand 
Ambassador etc. titles under his belt. 
“I couldn't afford show tickets, so my 
friends would buy them for me. I 
always knew I had greatness in me,” 
he said. Basket Mouth's latest work 

Papa Benji has been the talk of  the 
town. 

H i s  u n i q u e  “ J o u r n e y  t o 
Greatness” follows stories from; 
actress, Chy Nwakanma; Malta 
KOB Challenge winners, Tope 
Olowoniyan and Jide Onyegbile; 
multi-talented creative, Toyosi 
Opanubi; and Comedian Xtreme. 

fro beat star Femi Kuti 

Aand his son, Made have 
released a joint project 

titled “Legacy +” under Partisan 
Records – home to Fela 's 
catalog.

The project packages two 
albums, 'Stop the hate' by Femi 
and 'For(e)ward' by Made.

Both albums that make up 
'Legacy +' are steeped in the 
tradition of  Afrobeat invented 
by Fela but each also offers their 
own unique vision.

Femi's 'Stop the hate' honors 
Fela in a traditionally fun, 
sharply political and affirming 
way.

Made's 'For(e)ward' is a 
m o d e r n  a n d  p r o g r e s s i ve 

freedom manifesto, pushing 
boundaries of  the subgenre even 
further. Made also performs 
every instrument on his album!

Femi said: “I am very excited 
and happy because as a father I 
get to perform with my son on 
my album again and I get to see 
him compose, arrange, and play 
all instruments on his own 
album.

“Most importantly, we get to 
release this project together. It is 
s p i r i t u a l ly  s o o t h i n g  a n d 
comforting to witness this 
chapter in my life.”

Made added: “I truly believe 
that once in a while we are 
fortunate enough to write stories 
for ourselves that we can look 

back on much later in our lives.
“This has been one of  the 

greatest positive highlights of  
my life so far musically and 
transcendently.

“I've learnt so much from my 
father politically, socially, 
philosophically and musically 
that I know this lovely project is 
only the beginning of  more 
beautiful things to come.”

The cover art for the album 
features portraits of  Femi and 
Made done by Brooklyn-based 
artist Delphine Desane, whose 
work was recently featured on 
the cover of  Vogue Italia.

Tracks on Femi's stop the 
hate include: Pà Pá Pà, As we 
struggle every day; Stop the hate; 

Land grab; Na bigmanism 
spoil government; You 
can't fight corruption with 
co r r up t ion ;  Show o f  
shame;  Pr ivat i sat ion; 
Young boy young girl; Set 
your minds and souls free.

Tracks on Made Kuti's 
For(e)ward include: Free 
your mind; Your energy; 
Blood; Different streets; 
Higher you'll find, Hymn, 
Young lady and We are 
strong.

of  March 2021 in 
Warri, Delta state.

H e  a l s o 
u p l o a d e d  h i s 
wedding invitation 
card that showed 
details of  the event 
venue and colour 
of  the day.

H a r r y s o n g 
w r o t e :  “ A L L 
SHADES I got it 
perfect this time. 
March 27th at the 

K F T 
e v e n t 
c e n t e r 
W a r r i 
d e l t a 
s t a t e . 
P h o t o 
b y 
@kolex
o r 
#tarex2
021.”

T h e  s i n g e r 
m a d e  t h i s 
announcement 
o n  T h u r s d ay, 
February 4 2021 
i n  a  p o s t  h e 
shared on his 
I n s t a g r a m 
handle.

The wedding is 
scheduled to take 
place on the 27th 

e g g a e -Rb l u e s 
s i n g e r , 

H a r r y  T a r e 
Okiri, popularly 
known as Mr. 
Harrysong is set 
t o  w e d  h i s 
fiancée, Alexer 
Peres Gopa on 
t h e  2 7 t h  o f  
March 2021
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5 elegant dresses Serwaa Amihere wore to host
'The Next TV Star'

I couldn't afford show tickets,
Basket Mouth shares journey
to greatness story

Femi, Made Kuti release joint album

Harrysong, fiancée set
for wedding

Basket Mouth

Harry Song & fiancee
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NEWS

T
he Federal Exec-
utive Council has 
approved a contract 

worth N1.3bn for the de-
sign, supply, and installa-
tion of  PTZ long-range tar-
mac camera surveillance 
system at the Murtala 
Mohammed International 
Airport, Lagos, and the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Interna-
tional Airport, Abuja.

The Minister of  Informa-
tion and Culture, Lai Mo-
hammed, disclosed this 
to newsmen at the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja after 
a meeting of  the council 
presided over by the Pres-
ident, Muhammadu Bu-
hari.

“The total sum of  the con-
tract is N1,278,594,250. 
This is in order to upgrade 
and provide security and 
safety for the Federal Air-
port Authority of  Nigeria, 
especially to avoid inci-
dence on the air site and 
runway” he said.

Mohammed added that 
the council approved a con-
tract worth N783,521,275 
inclusive of  7.5 per cent 
VAT for the procurement 
of  two hydrographic sur-
vey boats for the National 
Inland Waterways Author-
ity.

The minister who briefed 
journalists on behalf  of  
the Minister of  Trans-
portation, Rotimi Amae-
chi, said the contract 
was awarded in favour of  
Messrs First Index Project 
and Services Limited with 
a completion period of  six 
months.

Minister of  Industry 

FG to install N1.3bn worth
of surveillance cameras at 
Abuja, Lagos Airports 

Trade and Investment, 
Niyi Adebayo, on his part, 
said the council approved 
N35bn for the building of  
a power station by the Ni-
gerian Export Processing 
Zone Authority in Akam-
kpa, Cross River State.

Adebayo said the con-
tract for the power station, 
which is to power the Cal-
abar Export Processing 
Zone, was awarded to 
Messrs Mutual Commit-
ment Nigeria Limited.

According to him, the 
exact contract sum is 
N35,411,119,159.47 and 
the contractor will finance 
75 per cent of  the project, 
which is in the sum of  
N26,558,339,337.10 while 
the NEPZA would finance 
25 per cent which translate 
to N8,852,779,792.37.

The Federal Executive 
Council has approved a 
contract worth N1.3bn 
for the design, supply, 
and installation of  PTZ 
long-range tarmac cam-
era surveillance system at 
the Murtala Mohammed 
International Airport, 
Lagos, and the Nnam-
di Azikiwe International 
Airport, Abuja.

The Minister of  Informa-
tion and Culture, Lai Mo-
hammed, disclosed this 
to newsmen at the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja after 
a meeting of  the council 
presided over by the Pres-
ident, Muhammadu Bu-
hari.

“The total sum of  the con-
tract is N1,278,594,250. 
This is in order to upgrade 
and provide security and 

safety for the Federal Air-
port Authority of  Nigeria, 
especially to avoid inci-
dence on the air site and 
runway” he said.

Mohammed added that 
the council approved a con-
tract worth N783,521,275 
inclusive of  7.5 per cent 
VAT for the procurement 
of  two hydrographic sur-
vey boats for the National 
Inland Waterways Author-
ity.

The minister who briefed 
journalists on behalf  of  the 
Minister of  Transporta-
tion, Rotimi Amaechi, said 
the contract was awarded 
in favour of  Messrs First 
Index Project and Services 
Limited with a completion 
period of  six months.

Minister of  Industry 
Trade and Investment, 
Niyi Adebayo, on his part, 
said the council approved 
N35bn for the building of  
a power station by the Ni-
gerian Export Processing 
Zone Authority in Akamk-
pa, Cross River State.

Adebayo said the con-
tract for the power station, 
which is to power the Cal-
abar Export Processing 
Zone, was awarded to 
Messrs Mutual Commit-
ment Nigeria Limited.

According to him, the 
exact contract sum is 
N35,411,119,159.47 and 
the contractor will finance 
75 per cent of  the project, 
which is in the sum of  
N26,558,339,337.10 while 
the NEPZA would finance 
25 per cent which translate 
to N8,852,779,792.37.

Universities in the coun-
try which suffered the 

pangs of  a ten month strike 
may not be free from more 
strikes as it appears now 
with unfolding events.

Senior Staff  Association 
of  Nigeria Universities and 
the Non-Academic Staff  
Union of  Educational and 
Associated Institutions have 
written their branches to 
commence strike from to-
day.

A copy of  the notice is 
making the rounds among 
universities in the country. 

Part of  the notice read, “In 

Non Academic Staff of
Universities begins strike 

view of  the outcome of  the 
meeting, the leadership of  
JAC of  NASU and SSANU 
at the branches are hereby 
directed to commence joint 
general meetings on Friday 
to give reports on the out-
come of  the conciliation 
meeting and pass resolu-
tions on the way forward.

“In the meantime, the na-
tionwide strike takes effect 
from 12 midnight, Friday, 
February 5, 2021, pending 
any contrary resolution by 
the branches.”

It is not clear as at the time 
of  writing the state of  dis-
cussions between the federal 
government and the unions.

By Chigozie Uzosike

Chieftain of  the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 

(PDP) in Imo State, Senator 
Samuel Nnaemeka Anyan-
wu has condemned the idea 
of  open grazing across the 
nation.

Senator Anyanwu there-
fore gave the nod for the 
establishment of  ranches in 
various states, maintaining 
that the policy, when adopt-
ed would not only check-
mate the movement of  mer-
cenaries and infiltrators, but 
capable of  fostering peace 
across the country.

According to him, “open 
grazing remains the cause 
of  incessant communal 
crises in Nigeria leading to 
wanton killings and destruc-
tion of  properties”, pointing 
out that until the policy was 
played down, the country 
would continue to battle 
with insecurity.

Anyanwu, further ex-
pressed worry over worsen-
ing Fulani herders and farm-
ers’ crisis across the country 
with much emphasis to the 
South East, appealing to 
the Federal Government to 
assist the states to establish 
cattle ranches.

“Open grazing is illegal 
and unconstitutional. If  the 
1969 statutory laws of  the 
federation banned it, who 
else has the right to reintro-
duce it.”

“Through open grazing, 
the Southeast geopolitical 
zone in particular has lost 

Anyanwu condemns 
open grazing, calls for 
building of ranches

The collapsed building in Abuja.

Anguish has taken 
over sellers and sym-

pathisers as a fire acci-
dent took place at the 
Tippee Market on 3rd 
Avenue, Gwarinpa in 
Abuja leaving fewer than 
five persons dead and 
several others injured.

The fire started from a 
spark in one of  the shops 
and raged on for about 
two hours before the ar-
rival of  the Federal Fire 
Service.

An eyewitness who 
spoke with our corre-
spondent said that fire 
fighters did not arrive at 
the scene until 2am after 
the market was engulfed 

Five dead, many injured as fire
guts Abuja market

by fire.
Hoodlums took advan-

tage of  the situation to 
vandalise the shops and 
carried out other crimi-
nal activities before the 
fire fighters arrived.

Five bodies were recov-
ered from the fire and 
taken to the morgue. 
One was burnt to ashes 
while those injured were 
rushed to the hospital.

An eyewitness report 
was quoted saying, “We 
were woken up tha t 
night at about 12am. Al-
most every resident of  
the Estate had to rush 
to the scene of  the fire 
outbreak. We were all 

helpless and couldn’t do 
anything.

“For over two hours, 
fire fighters didn’t come 
to the scene. Six people 
had already been burnt to 
death before they arrived. 
Some of  the shop owners 
usually sleep there. So, 
they were trapped in their 
shops.

“Many people have 
lost their sources of  live-
lihood. Even private 
houses were burnt too. It 
was a sad situation. The 
corpses have been evacu-
ated and the fire put out. 
It was caused by a spark 
in one of  the shops.”

their innocent citizens to 
herdsmen who roam about 
their farm lands, and destroy 
their crops with impunity. I 
totally stand against it.”

“The only way to monitor 
these killer herdsmen and 
infiltrators in and around 
communities is to encour-
age the establishment of  
ranches. By so doing, the 
identities of  every cattle 
rustlers will be documented 
and checkmated for security 
reasons. On the other way 
round, ownership of  ranch, 
be it public or private, no 
one, even government has 
the right to grab people’s 
lands without proper com-
pensation in the name of  
building ranch(es).”

The Ikeduru LGA born 

Lawmaker also expressed 
regret at the manner in 
which top security chiefs of  
Igbo extraction were been 
retired whenever they were 
due to climb the highest se-
curity ladder, describing it 
as an orchestrated plot by 
enemies of  the country to 
silence the Igbos from the 
security architecture of  Ni-
geria.

He urged the Southeast 
Governors to immediately 
summon a security meeting 
involving stakeholders and 
community leaders in the 
zone, added that such meet-
ing would address the issue 
of  open grazing, which is 
targeted at grabbing peo-
ple’s lands in negation to 
the constitution of  the fed-
eral republic of  Nigeria.

Friday, February 5, 2021
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Relationship

n his book Dr. Chapman, It h r o u g h  3 0  y e a r s  o f  
experience arrives at the 

conclusion that relationships will 
be easier if  only couples could 
understand each other's love 
languages.

He says people respond best 
to certain actions and to get the 
best out of  your relationship, you 
have to know what your partner's 
favorite action is.

While all the languages are 
great and should be a part of  all 
relationships, there's always a 
predominant one and that's the 
one to mostly focus on.

If  you intend to have a happy 
relationship/marriage, you have 
to determine which of  these five 
things your partner best reacts to 
and relate with them based on 
that.

1. Physical Touch
Partners like this are very 

hands on. They're always willing 
to cuddle, hug, kiss, and generally 
just continuously be in physical 
contact with your body

Physical neglect and abuse 
should be avoided with this kind 
of  partner. It kills them on the 
inside.

2. Words of Affirmation

hen we talk of  

Wh o n e y m o o n 
destinations, it 

should offer the newly 
m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  t h e 
environment to relax, 
enjoy and plan as well.

A honeymoon is one of  
the  mos t  memorab le 
experiences you can have. 
It's the icing on the cake 
after an amazing wedding 
and marks the beginning 
of  the 'married life' for the 
newlyweds.

Every couple enjoys 
t h e i r  h o n e y m o o n 
differently. Some travel to 
new destinations. Others 
opt to have a fun day at 
h o m e  w h i c h  i s  f i n e 
because not every couple 
can afford the opportunity 
to pack up and globe-trot.

S t i l l ,  t h e  m o s t 
important part is to find 
ways to bond as a couple. 
Here is a list of  things you 
can do for the ultimate 
romantic honeymoon no 
matter where you choose 
to have it.

Plan a mini road trip
There ' s  something 

about a road trip that 
makes it very romantic. 
You could always fly to 
your chosen destination 
but it's not the same as 
going on a romantic road 
trip with your partner.

The quality time you 
spend helps you bond as 
you share interesting 
stories, listen to your 

favorite music and enjoy 
the beautiful  scenery 
along the way. It literally 
doesn't get more romantic 
than that.

H av e  a  r o m a n t i c 
dinner date

There's no way you can 
end your honeymoon 
without having at least one 
romantic dinner date.

This can give you the 
feeling of  nostalgia as you 
recall your first date and 
spark that romantic feel all 
over again. This time 
around, the experience 
will be even better since 
now you're a married 
couple. This is how you 
create wonderful, new 
memories as newlyweds.

Have a picnic
The good thing about 

picnics is that you can 
have it anywhere. You can 
choose to go to the park 

and have a classic picnic, 
set it up in your backyard 
if  you'll be home for your 
honeymoon, have it on 
your balcony or even in 
the hotel room.

All you need to do is get 
all the important parts of  a 
lovely picnic like some 
f r e sh  f l owe r s,  a  f ew 
c a n d l e s  i f  yo u  l i k e, 
background music you 
both enjoy and snacks you 
love. A simple activity like 
a picnic is enough to make 
you feel like you're in the 
most romantic movie 
scene ever.

I n d u l g e  i n  l o c a l 
culture

If  you're planning on 
t r a v e l l i n g  f o r  y o u r 
h o n e y m o o n ,  y o u 
shouldn't spend too much 
time locked up in the 
hotel. This is the perfect 
opportunity for you to 
explore your new location 
and create new memories 
together.

Taking time to explore 
the local culture in the area 
you're in is a great way to 
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  b o n d 
between you. The homely 
aura of  the locals will give 
you a sense of  closeness 
on your new journey.

Set up a Jacuzzi date
I ' m  s u r e  y o u ' v e 

probably dreamt of  having 
one of  those amazing 
Jacuzzi dates with the love 
of  your life at one point. 
You can already picture a 
trail of  bright, red, rose 
petals  leading to the 
Jacuzzi and two glasses of  
the finest champagne 
waiting for you.

Yo u  c a n  t a k e  t h e 
initiative to prepare a 
Jacuzzi date for you and 
your partner and it's a 
guarantee you'll always 
remember that amazing 
honeymoon you had.

manner because that's how to get 
the best out of  that relationship.

3. Quality Time
For some others, time and 

attention is all they crave.
The need to always be 

around you at every opportunity 
they get. They just want to have 
face-to-face conversations with 
you, spend time alone with you, 

Your partner's love language 
could be words of  affirmation, 
which means that they'd love to 
hear you compliment them 
regularly, send notes or cards 
t e l l i n g  t h e m  h ow  s t r o n g , 
beautiful, pretty and amazing 
they are, and generally just 
gassing them up.

If  there's a need to criticize 
them, it should be in a gentle 

go on long walks, trips and 
vacations and basically just get 
to do things together with you.

They don't do well in long 

distance relationships and are 
not really happy if  their partner 
spends more time with friends 
than with them.

4. Getting Gifts
Of  course, everyone loves 

gifts but it is a special need to 
focus on if  it is your partner's 
love language.

Whether there is a special 
occasion or it is just another 
random day, gifts make them so 
happy.

Try not to forget special days 
such as anniversaries and 
birthdays. They don't like that.

5. Acts of Service
If  this is your partner's love 

language he/she will love you 
deeper if  you do stuff  for them.

Helping out with chores, 
repairs and maintenance as well 
as other acts of  kindness gets to 
them a lot and will always charm 
them.

Selfishness and ignoring 
their requests no matter how 
little hurts them.

n long term relationships, things Ican get stale pretty quickly. 
That's why couples go on date 

nights, take planned vacations, and 
deliberately look for ways to keep the 
sparks flying in their relationships. 
And because humor does it quicker, 
there are funny things couples do to 
inject the fun in their marriages. 
That's exactly what happened with 
this couple.

Funny things couples do: some 
real stories

James McGraw, 40, a window 
cleaner from Portsmouth, wanted 
revenge on his wife Kelly for giving 
him a shoddy haircut as a goof. So, 
he got a tattoo depicting his better 
half  asleep on a plane with her 
mouth agape while he mocked her. 
James got the tattoo from a sneaky 
photo he took while the couple was 
on the plane.

The prank didn't sit well with 
McGraw's “horrified” wife; she told 
the Sun he'd gone too far. Despite the 
fact that the couple had purportedly 
played pranks on each other for 24 
years, Kelly says “there's a line and 
he's crossed it big time.”

Fortunately, it seems James will 
live happily ever after. Kelly has since 
come around to the joke; even 
admitting to the Sun that she now 
can't look at the picture without 
laughing.

More hilarious and maybe weird 
things couples do to spice things up

Every couple have their own 
inside jokes and peculiar activities. 
Because in the end, common 

interests are largely what 
make two people perfect for 
each other. 

The good news is that if  
you thought you and your 
partner were totally weird, 
you're not alone. OK, you 
m ay  b e  a l o n e  i n  t h a t 
particular thing you do (as 
you would probably want it), 
but you're not alone in having 
a thing.

Digestive Competition
P o o p  c o m p e t i t i o n 

anyone?
Communicating with 

weird noises
You know you've made it 

in life when you can talk to each 
other in public without anyone 
knowing what on Earth you're 
talking about. You're basically like 
twins with a secret language but even 
weirder because you're not related.

Use the bathroom at the same 
time

In a multitude of  different 
combinations involving the shower, 
sink, and toilet.

Try on each other's clothes
Although your giant/luscious 

hips can't fit into your man's jeans, let 
him get drunk and put on one of  your 
bras and run around the house 
yelling your name and how he has 
boobs. For extra flavour, whip out 
your phone and get it all on camera. 
Next time, you want ram suya at 
midnight, you know what to do.

Text each other from opposite 
sides of the room

You should make it a habit to 
literally text your partner from the 
other side of  the couch to go get you 
a drink. And by literally, we mean 
literally all the time!

Perform tickle torture
We're not sure how or why but 

tickle torture is something all couples 
do. It has been around since time 
immemorial and is both the best and 
the worst.

Now that you know some funny 
things that couples do, that manage 
to spice things up, which one on this 
list calls out to you? Even better, 
what's the thing you do with your 
partner that's both hilarious and 
gross, but just brings you even closer?

Knowing your partner's love language 

5 romantic things you should do on
your honeymoon 

Some funny things couples
do to freshen relationships 

Couple working together

Playful couple

A loved-up couple



angerines are one of  the Toldest hybrid fruits in the 
world and are a cross 

between a mandarin orange and a 
bitter orange. 

Tangerine peel contains many 
beneficial compounds that are 
b e l i e v e d  t o  s u p p o r t  g o o d 
cholesterol levels, blood sugar, and 
to support a healthy liver. Aside 
from these benefits, it supplies 

here are many reasons why Tpeople gain belly fat, which 
includes poor diet, lack of  

exercise, and stress.
But today's article will focus on 

the foods that major contribute to 
belly fat. You might have been 
working so hard and trying several 
methods to get rid of  your belly fat 
without checking your meal. This 
effort is incomplete. Organizing 
your diet in combination with the 
right fitness routine will help you 
lose that belly fat in no time.

Cer ta in  foods  should be 
eliminated from your diet if  you 
want to get rid of  your belly fat 
completely. Below is the list of  
foods;

1. Dairy products
Certain amounts of  dairy 

products are beneficial to the 
health but when they start causing 
bloating after consumption, then 
you need to avoid them. You might 
b e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  l a c t o s e 
intolerance. Swap out cow's milk 
for lactose-free or nut milk 
alternatives and try to limit how 
much cheese and yogurt you 
consume.

2. Soft drinks
Sof t  d r inks  a re  a  ma jor 

contributor to belly fat, thanks to 
their high content of  empty 
calories and processed sugar like 
fructose. The body struggles to 

burn fructose and other additives, 
especially around the waist, 
meaning high consumption will 
lead to significant belly fat over 
time.

3. Potato chips
One of  your favorite snacks 

may be giving you belly fat. Most 
potato chip brands are cooked in 
hydrogenated oils. Snacks high in 
hydrogenated oils and trans-fat are 
known to increase cholesterol and 
the risk of  heart disease, and also 
contribute to weight gain around 
the stomach.

4. Processed baked snacks
If  you're aiming to lose belly 

fat, then you'll most definitely 
want to eliminate processed baked 
goods from your diet. From those 
yummy doughnuts to meat pies, 
dessert cakes, and many others, 
you need to say your byes if  you 
want to lose your belly fat. Sugar 
increases inflammation, which is 
not only bad for you but can also 
make you look puffy and bloated. 

5. Alcohol
Drinking alcohol can lead to 

dehydration and water retention, 
and as we discussed earlier, water-
weight can leave you feeling 
bloated and puffy. Beers contain 
heavy calories but are low in 
nutritional value, and will not help 
you to get closer to achieving a flat 
stomach.

properties in the tangerine peel help 
to kill bacteria and fight the 
reoccurrence of  acne.

2. Tones the skin 
Instead of  spending so much 

money on getting skin toner filled 
with chemicals, you can make a 
very active skin toner from the 
tangerine. To do this, immerse the 
peels of  two tangerines in warm 

s a female, smoking 

Aweed can affect your 
vagina, thus playing a 

huge role in the quality of  sex 
you have.

According to research, 
smoking weed not only drys up 
your mouth, it also does the 
same to your vagina.

This discovery was first 
noticed in 2009 after a survey 
was done on 8,650 Australian 
people in order to see if  a link 
existed between marijuana 
u s a ge  a n d  p o o r  va g i n a l 
lubrication.

Dr. Julie Holland, author of  
“Moody Bitches: The Truth 
About The Drugs You're 
Taking, The Sleep You're 
Missing, The Sex You're Not 
Having, and What's Really 
Making You Crazy,” took 
interest and spent a significant 
amount of  time researching 
marijuana's effects on sexual 
health.

She found out that vaginal 
dryness, “exactly like dry 

mouth… it's the drying of  the 
mucus membranes” is indeed a 
side effect of  smoking weed.

This vaginal dryness caused 
by smoking weed affects sex as 
it could cause painful sex and 
injuries.

he popularity of  lemon is Towed to its refreshing 
flavor making it a popular 

choice for flavoring many recipes 
and weight loss.

One of  the most common ways 
to reap the health benefits of  
lemon is by turning it into drinks 
l ike  juice  or  lemon water. 
Consuming lemon drinks do not 
only helps to burn fat but also 

and detoxifying agent, which 
helps in cleaning the liver leading 
to improve your digestive health. 
Lemon juice is an effective way to 
reduce weight because it increases 
the body's metabolic rate. 

For people looking to use lemon 
for its weight loss abilities, 
drinking lemon juice with warm 
water on an empty stomach every 
morning can produce amazing 
results.

Due to its potential beneficial 
effects on metabolism, satiety, 

takes care of  your overall health. 
This is owed to the fact that it is 

loaded with vitamin C, dietary 
fiber, vitamins, and minerals. The 
best part of  this is that you don't 
have to go on a low-calorie diet or 
drink just lemon juice throughout 
the day to lose weight. 

How can lemon drinks help you 
lose weight? 

Lemon drinks act as a digestive 

and hydration, some evidence 
suggests that water (including 
lemon water) could enhance 
weight loss. Lemons originally 
contain citric acid and pectin that 
assists digestion. 

The pectin present helps to slow 
down the rate at which the food 
leaves the stomach,  which 

produces a feeling of  fullness for a 
longer time.

Because lemon water is also low 
in calories and can promote 
fullness, it can be an effective way 
to help reduce calorie intake. 
Reduction in the amount of  food 
you consume daily automatically 
leads to weight loss.

amazing benefits to your skin.
I f  yo u  h ave  a n y  b e a u t y 

concerns, this article will help you 
out. Here are the beauty benefits of  
tangerine peels.

1. Treats acne
If  you suffer from acne, this is a 

great remedy for you. Tangerine 
peels can be ground and used in 
making a very beneficial face mask. 
The vitamin C and antibacterial 

water and leave it overnight. Shake 
it on the morning and throw out the 
tangerine peels. You now have a 
very effective toner. For better 
results, use mostly at night and 
make sure you refrigerate it.

3. Slows down aging 
Tangerine peels can also help to 

slow down the aging process 
because of  the presence of  vitamin 

C and antioxidants. When you use 
the tangerine peel powder for a face 
mask or use the tangerine toner 
regularly, you'll notice the difference 
in the texture of  your skin.
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You need to avoid these
foods if you want to
lose belly-fat 

Why lemon drinks should be included
in your weight loss diet 

How smoking weed affects
your vagina, sex 
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By Afam Echi

A
ir Commo-
dore Luke 
Ochulor (rtd) 
has remarked 

that the continued farm-
ers-herders clash is likely 
to destroy Nigeria if  care 
is not taken.

He made the comment 
in a telephone chat with 
News Echo while react-
ing to the Orlu killings 
which got the Imo State 
Governor Hope Uzod-
imma to impose a curfew 
in ten out of  the twelve 
local government of  the 
area. 

“There is no civilized 
world where cows roam 
the towns and villages 
and farms anywhere in 
the world except Nigeria. 
I challenge Nigerians to 
make a research on this. 
Except if  Nigeria has de-
cided to be a country of  
the jungle then we can 
accept it. 

“The cattle should be in 
their ranches where they 
are managed and then 
they will be more valu-
able, more productive. 
There is logic in using 
cattle to destroy people’s 
farm. They do as they 
like attacking people too 
because they have the he-
gemony. 

“It is really uncharita-
ble for anyone to protect 
them when they are al-
ready operating like out-
laws. But by the time the 
thing explodes it will be 
to your tenths o Israel.’’

Recall that for four days 
Orlu, one of  the major 
towns in Imo was under 
military siege when sol-
diers engaged operatives 
of  the Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) in an at-

Herders’ violence against farmers will
destroy Nigeria - Ochulor- Ochulor

tack. Lives of  innocent 
residents were lost as well 
as houses that were burnt 
down in the process. 

The trouble was said to 
have erupted when sol-
diers and police were al-
leged to have been killed 
by ESN boys when the 
victims sought to at-

tack them for protecting 
farmers who have been 
attacked and their farms 
destroyed by the herders 
earlier.    

He condemned the in-
vasion of  the town by 
soldiers insisting that the 
governors has no right 
to invite soldiers to any 

problem even as he stated 
that soldiers cannot move 
out on their own without 
authorization.

The Mbaise born chief  
stated again that “the 
greatest problem we 
have had in Nigeria is 
the management of  in-
formation by those who 
are employed by gov-
ernment. For instance, 
information managers 
either at the presidency 
or state level, once an 
issue occurs those who 
manage the information 
will never get to the root 
of  the problem and in the 
process mislead the gov-
ernment

“Today there are people 
in government who can-
not even manage a book-
shop but they fight their 
way to power only to be 

stranded at the middle of  
the day. What the infor-
mation aides keep doing 
is to continue to patch 
them until they run out 
of  idea.” 

This is the reason Ishola 
Williams concluded that 
Nigerians are not nor-
mal people, a statement 
which is likely to be true.    

On the appointment 
of  service chiefs which 
excluded an Igbo man 
from South East, he said 
their appointment is usu-
ally based on the recom-
mendation of  outgoing 
service chiefs. He noted 
that Nigerians were right 
in their agitation for the 
change of  service chiefs 
remarking that President 
Buhari broke the rules 
by allowing the service 
chiefs over stay their ten-
ure. 

In his words, some of  
the service chiefs stayed 
for 40 years, the max-
imum service of  your 
time no matter who you 
are is 35 years or 60 years 
of  age whichever is earli-
er. It is not because they 
were not capable but the 
situation of  Nigeria has 
been so alarming that we 
cannot explain how we 
got so far with life being 
so brutish, where no one 
is sure of  tomorrow, or 
getting to ones destina-
tion. It is not acceptable. 

On the effort of  
Ohanaeze truncating 
Igbo presidency agen-
da, the former military 
administrator of  Delta 
State, argued that if  they 

had forged a common 
platform, one would have 
hoped that when every-
one joins hand we would 
have a proper synergy for 
them to make a case for 
Igbo president. 

Said he, “But when you 
look at it strictly, poli-
tics is a game of  number 
which we do not have 
and so we are only beg-
ging the issue. In politics 
especially in Nigeria it is 
the number of  votes that 
determines one’s fate. 
I don’t see our chance, 
even though I am not 
trying to be pessimistic. 
Aside from not having 
the number he also stated 
that at the moment we do 
not have an individual to 
present, the people you 
call candidates are only 
speculative.’’

He challenged the re-
porter to call one can-
didate who is now cam-
paigning while reeling 
out names like Tinubu, 
Fayemi, Bello, etc. 

He dismissed Okoro-
cha’s effort to form new 
party that will give him 
a shot, saying he lacks 
the capability. At the 
moment we don’t have 
any candidate now from 
Igbo land gunning for 
presidency. On Umahi’s 
ambition, he wondered 
why he did not see what 
was wrong in a party he 
had sojourned for years 
becoming a governor for 
6 years. “I will give my 
support to Peter Obi, if  I 
were to nominate”

• Buhari broke rules on service chiefs’ tenure
• I don’t see the chance for Igbo president

 “But when you look at it strictly, politics is a 
game of  numbers which we do not have and so we are 
only begging the issue. In politics especially in Nigeria 
it is the number of  votes that determines one’s fate. I 
don’t see our chance, even though I am not trying to 
be pessimistic. Aside from not having the number he 
also stated that at the moment we do not have an in-
dividual to present, the people you call candidates are 
only speculative.’’

“There is no civilized world where 
cows roam the towns and villages 
and farms anywhere in the world 
except Nigeria. I challenge Nigeri-
ans to make a research on this. Ex-
cept if  Nigeria has decided to be a 
country of  the jungle then we can 
accept it. The cattle should be in 
their ranches where they are man-
aged and then they will be more 
valuable, more productive. There 
is no logic in using cattle to destroy 
people’s farm. They do as they like 
attacking people too because they 
have the hegemony.”

Commodore Ochulor
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From Uchenna 
Ezeadigwe, Awka

A pressure group under 
the aegis of  Nation-

al Forum for South East 

NFSEP drums support for 2023 presidency NFSEP drums support for 2023 presidency 
of South East extractionof South East extraction

Presidency (NFSEP) has 
drummed her support and 
commitment to the realiza-
tion of   southeast president 
come 2023.

The group which is domi-

ciled in 35 states of  the Fed-
eration with two Diaspo-
ra, chapters in Ghana and 
Canada is neither a political 
party nor affiliated to any 
political party.

Facebook deletes Nnamdi 
Kanu’s  account
Facebook has deleted 

an account belonging 
to the leader of  the Indig-
enous People of  Biafra 
(IPOB), Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu.

The action came after 
Kanu released a video ac-
cusing Fulani herdsmen of  
destroying farmlands.

Kanu, published a video 
showing some men said to 
be members of  the Eastern 
Security Network, a vigi-
lante group he formed in 
Nigeria, engaged in mas-
sive killing of  cows in set-
tlements said to belong to 
herdsmen.

In a statement, Facebook 
said deleting Nnamdi 
Kanu’s page is in line with 
the its regulations of  post-
ing feeds that are defama-
tory in nature. 

A member of  the Eastern 
Security Network group 
said they’d appeal against 
the banning, maintaining 
that the ban excludes Ra-
dio Biafra and its other 
social media accounts/
platforms.

Kanu’s Facebook page 
has always been the plat-
form of  IPOB members 
worldwide.

It could be recalled that 
Nigeria’s government 
had proscribed the group 
and declared it a terrorist 
group in 2017.

Meanwhile IPOB has 
condemned the blockage 
of  its leader’s account. 

IPOB’s Media and Pub-
licity secretary, Emma 
Powerful, in a statement, 
the group described Face-
book’s action as disgrace-

ful and irrelevant and ac-
cused that it’s handiwork 
of  Nigeria’s government 
whilst describing the Face-
book as a collaborator of  
mass killings.

The statement: “We 
strongly condemn this at-
titude of  Facebook man-
agers in Lagos and Abuja 
who collude with corrupt 
Nigeria government offi-
cials to suppress free flow 
of  information via their 
platform. This unconscion-
able and reprehensible atti-
tude amounts to partner-
ing with perpetrators of  
human rights abuses and 
other criminal activities 
masterminded by the Nige-
rian State against innocent 
citizens.

“The Fulani-controlled 
Federal Government and 
its foot soldiers – terror-
ist herdsmen and bandits 
– have continued to sub-
jugate indigenous nations 
in the country, including 
Biafra, with the intent for 
conquest. These foot sol-
diers on daily basis unleash 
all sorts of  mayhem on the 
innocent and hapless in-
digenous peoples while the 
Federal Government mis-
chievously remains docile.

“These vampires mas-
querading as herdsmen 
have forcibly seized our 
forests and converted our 
farms to grazing fields 
for their cattle. They have 
equally turned our an-
cestral lands to slaugh-
terhouses where they kill 
with impunity, in most de-
humanizing manners, in-
nocent locals going about 
their legitimate business.”

The International Press 
Centre (IPC) has con-

demned the attack on Ben-
jamin Anaja, a journal-
ist with The Guild Press 
Limited, on Wednesday, 
February 3, 2021, for al-
legedly recording and 
taking pictures during an 
enforcement operation 
by the officials of  Lagos 
Environment Sanitation 
Corps (LAGESC) at Mei-
ran bus stop along the La-
gos-Abeokuta expressway.

A video recording by the 
victim reveals that despite 

IPC condemns attack on journalist
by LAGESC

showing his identity card 
during the act, over nine 
aggrieved enforcement 
officials reportedly went 
ahead to brutalize him and 
held him in their black Ma-
ria for allegedly violating 
their law.

According to Anaja, he 
was at the bus stop captur-
ing the dilapidated state of  
the Lagos-Abeokuta ex-
pressway, from Abule-Eg-
ba to Sango tollgate, in-
terviewing commuters 
and traders on how the 
bad road had continued 

Minister of  Police 
Affairs, Moham-

mad Dingyadi, has said 
that the President, Mu-
hammadu Buhari, has 
extended the tenure of  
Mohammed Adamu as 
the Inspector-General of  

Buhari extends IGP’s tenure by 3 
months, appoints ex-service chiefs 
as non-career ambassadors

Police for three months.
The minister, who dis-

closed this in an interview 
with State House corre-
spondents at the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja, said 
that the extension was 
necessary to give room 

to affect their businesses 
and other activities when 
the LAGESC officials 
stormed the axis to enforce 
the state’s sanitation law, a 
situation that caused pan-
demonium. 

He noted that he wit-
nessed some hoodlums 
who attempted to attack 
the officials and was cap-
turing it when suddenly, 
the officials turned on 
him, kicking, and drag-
ging him for recording the 
scene. When he attempted 
to show his identity card, it 

The national president, 
Dr Patrick Enuneku while 
speaking to newsmen short-
ly after the South East zon-
al meeting held in Awka 
recently reiterated that the 
group’s intention was to see 
a Nigeria with a President 
of  Igbo Extraction from the 
South East come 2023.

He stated that the group 
through her meetings has 
started to sensitize, mobilise, 
galvanize support and advo-

cate for a Nigerian president 
of  Southeastern extraction 
by 2023.

Also speaking, the South 
East Zonal Secretary, Com-
rade Izuka Udoka noted 
that  plans are already in 
motion to ensure that the 
message is sent to all the 
communities in Nigeria 
with Southeast Presidency 
2023 offices scattered in all 
nooks and crannies of  the 
country until the objectives 

of  ushering in a president 
of  Nigeria from South East 
is achieved. 

The National Media & 
Publicity Secretary, Dr. 
Charles Ebulue who stated 
that the slogan of  the group 
is “One Nigeria for Equity 
& Fairness”, urged all re-
sponsible citizens to key in 
and make positive contribu-
tions towards achieving the 
set aims and objectives of  
the group.

Members of National Forum for South East Presidency (NFSEP) at the South East zonal
meeting held at Mich Royal Hotel, Awka Anambra State.

for the proper selection 
of  a successor.

Meanwhile Buhari has 
nominated all the former 
service chiefs as non-ca-
reer ambassadors.

They are Gen Abay-
omi G. Olonisakin (Rtd), 
former chief  of  defence 
staff; Lt Gen Tukur Y. 
Buratai (Rtd), ex army 
chief, Vice Admiral Ibok-
Ete Ibas (Rtd), Air Mar-
shal Sadique Abubakar 
(Rtd),

Air Vice Marshal Mo-
hammed S. Usman (Rtd) 
was also included.

The Special Adviser 
to the President on Me-
dia and Publicity, Femi 
Adesina, said in a state-
ment on Thursday ti-
tled “President Buhari 
nominates Olonisakin, 
Buratai, Ibas, Abubakar, 
Usman as non-career 
ambassadors.

Adesina said their 
names have been sent to 

the Senate for confirma-
tion.

The statement read, 
“President Muhammadu 
Buhari has forwarded the 
names of  the immediate 
past Service Chiefs to the 
Senate as non-career Am-
bassadors-Designate.

“In a letter to Senator 
Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan, 
President of  the Senate, 
the President said: ‘In 
accordance with Sec-
tion 171 (1), (2) (c) & 
sub-section (4) of  1999 
Constitution of  the Fed-
eral Republic of  Nigeria 
as amended, I have the 
honour to forward for 
confirmation by the Sen-
ate, the under-listed five 
(5) names of  nominees 
as Non-Career Ambassa-
dors-Designate.’

“The President urged 
the Senate to give expedi-
tious consideration to the 
nominations.”

was destroyed, and he was 
hauled into their ‘black 
maria’ vehicle.

While condemning the 
attack, IPC expressed wor-
ries that the journalist was 
attacked in the course of  
carrying out his legitimate 
duty, adding that it be-
comes more condemnable 
despite identifying himself  
as a journalist.

IPC called on the com-
missioner for environment 
to intervene and probe the 
incident so that the alleged 
culprits could be brought 
to justice.
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wo years ago, the TSupreme Court of  
Nigeria without 

much ado shocked the 
en t i r e  Igbo  race  by  
declaring that females who 
have acquired a lot of  
property in their individual 
families could be entitled 
to such properties even 
after marriage. In a way, 
the Supreme Court struck 
down the Igbo culture that 
daughters should not be 
e n t i t l e d  t o  f a t h e r ly  
inheritance. 

Although many people 
did not take such Supreme 
Court decision seriously 
but it has become a law 
whether we like it or not. 
For me as an Igbo scholar, I 
saw some merits in the 
decision although I may 
have some reservations. I 
have come to recently 
appreciate the fact that 
today, if  we, too, carry out 
any research, it will not be 
difficult for us, the Igbo, to 
come to the conclusion 
that it is the daughters in 
every family that has been 
carrying out major family 
support and development.

For example, since the 
end of  the civil war, many 
of  our male children have 

traveled overseas in search 
of  greener pastures more 
than the females. Many of  
these boys who went 
overseas in search of  
greener pasture have 
virtually become suburban 
train (Loko) that is to say; 
they have not been doing 
well. 

A couple of  years ago at 
the University of  Texas at 
Arlington, a young man 
walked up to me as I was 
waiting for my morning 
class while taking my 
m o r n i n g  t e a  i n  t h e  
refectory. He told me he 
was Igbo, I welcomed him 
and asked him to sit down. 
In the course of  our 
discussion, he told me he 
was the first Igbo to set foot 
on the soil of  Dallas and 
the first to register in that 
school. 

I was shocked when he 
told me that it had been 
more than seven years he 
came and yet, no degree. 
Ensuing conversation, he 
did not waste time to reveal 
his frustration to me. 
When I asked him how 
often he gets in touch with 
people at home then he 
laughed at me derisively 
and replied,”O boy, I have 

more important things to 
take care of  than to think 
of  home.”

I sighed and looked at 
h i m  w i t h  p i t y.  T h e  
shocking bomb came when 
he said “since I came here, 
I have only written two 
letters to my parents at 
home.” Then I told him 
that he is not doing well by 
not getting a degree within 
s e v e n  y e a r s  h a s  a  
relationship with his 
n o n c h a l a n t  a t t i t u d e  
towards home.

Interestingly as I was 
leaving the US having 
received three degrees 
within seven and half  
years, I met him at Dallas 
airport on a line of  taxi 
drivers waiting to pick 
passengers. As I met him to 
announce to him that I was 
going home, he exclaimed, 
“Nna, so you are leaving 
a l l  t h e  g o l d e n  
oppor tunities in this 
country to return to our 
country that is almost a 
hell?” For me, it is a matter 
of  perception and choice.

Many will be shocked to 
hear that he was the first 
s o n  o f  h i s  f a m i l y.  
Invariably, there are many 
of  our sons like that in 

Europe, America, and 
Asia who had gone to these 
countries in search of  
greener pastures and forgot 
everything about home.

Back to the story line. In 
our various communities 
today, it is evident that 
f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n  
(daughters) have come to 
be the backbone of  their 
families. 

Before now daughters 
were neglected when it 
comes to education in the 
family. Vividly, while I was 
in the US, I got three 
admission letters for two of  
our boys and my niece-the 
daughter of  my sister 
m a r r i e d  a t  O w e r r e  
Nkworji. When my wife 
and I went to the airport to 
collect the three of  them, I 
was shocked that my niece 
was missing because my in 
law-her father said,”I will 
not allow my daughter to 
go to the United States.”

Thank God all of  that 
have changed and many 
parents have come to 
realise that in terms of  
capacity, love and care our 
d a u g h t e r s  a r e  m o r e  
dedicated in assisting the 
family than the male. In 
I g b o  C u l t u r e  w e  

emphasize on the concept 
of  the first son. But today 
have we not seen the 
usefulness of  our female 
children than those of  our 
sons? Admittedly, there are 
many sons that have lived 
to justify their roles in their 
f ami l i e s  bu t  today ' s  
technological age and 
nature have enveloped the 
sensibility of  our male 
children.

During the lockdown 
and in the existing Covid-
19 calamities, many of  our 
children overseas-more of  
the daughters than the 
males mobilized to freight 
large consignments of  
palliatives. For instance, 
one of  our daughters 
married to one of  the 
Governors in the South 
Wes t  o rgan ized  and  
mobilized trailers of  
palliatives and sent to her 
c o m mu n i t y  t o  t h e i r  
greatest joy. 

Evidently, during the 
ongoing Covid-19 episode, 
communities recorded a 
large number of  deaths and 
cost of  burials these days 
have been astronomical. 
More often than not, while 
the first son claims sexual 
authority, the daughters' 

rally round to ensure that 
their dead fathers or 
m o t h e r s  we r e  g ive n  
befitting burials while the 
“males” take the glory.

This essay does not deny 
the fact they there are 
many sons who have been 
trying to bring succor to 
t h e i r  p a r e n t s  a n d  
community dwellers, but 
the truth remains and 
strongly remains that our 
daughter s  today  a re  
playing important roles in 
their parental homes. This 
fact is not deniable. 
Therefore the time has 
come when emphasis on 
first sons must be reviewed 
by trying to recognize the 
importance of  performing 
daughters. 

We must face the reality 
of  today's circumstances. 
Those parents who have 
not been favoured by 
bearing male children 
should not be despaired 
because today, what males 
can do, the females can do 
them better except for 
those things that are 
impossible because of  their 
weaker organs. This is a 
food for thought for many 
families.

Time to review the concept,
role of first son in our culture 

A boy A girl
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Echoes from the past

o one conversant 

Nwith the history of  
Nigeria in the 

I950s and 1960's will miss 
the overwhelming impact 
of  Dr M.I. Okpara on the 
nation. After all by 1964 he 
was fully in charge of  the 
f a s t e s t  g r ow i n g  a n d  
industrializing economy in 
the world- the Eastern 
N i g e r i a n  e c o n o m y.  
Nothing illustrates the 
warped sense of  history 
a n d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  
abandonment of  the values 
of  merit and excellence in 
our national affairs as this 
willful omission. The 
p e r i o d  o f  O k p a r a ' s  
stewardship of  Eastern 
Nigeria is truly the golden 
a g e  o f  N i g e r i a n  
development.

By 1964- five years after 
Okpara's ascendancy to the 
premiersh ip -  Eas ter n  
Nigeria as recorded by a 
research group in Michigan 
State University in the US, 
was the fastest growing and 
industrializing economy in 
the world – ahead of  
Malaysia, Korea, Taiwan 
and Singapore.

How did this happen?
It was the culmination of  

Okpara's unique vision in 
which agriculture and 
industrial development 
were the twin pillars on 
which he built the Eastern 
Nigerian economy. In 
agriculture his plans had a 
t wo - f o l d  t h r u s t -  t h e  
development of  the farm 
settlements as the anchor 
for food crop (such as rice) 
and poultry development, 
as well as the establishment 
of  estates of  oil palm, 
cocoa, cashew etc which 
were processed for export. 

A l o n g s i d e  t h e  
agricultural projects, were 
nu m e r o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  
projects scattered over the 
length and breadth of  
Eastern Nigeria. In one 
frenetic burst of  energy, a 
wave of  maniacal and 
frenzied activity was on-
going all over Eastern 
Nigeria. As the book 
reminds us “by January 25, 
1963, the Michelin Factory 
at Port Harcourt was 
opened. The tyre factory 
was a USD 3,000,000 
undertaking.

On March 22,  the 
headquarters building of  
the Universal Insurance 
Company was opened in 
Enugu. On May 10 the 
Nigeria Gas factory was 
commissioned at Emene 
near Enugu. On May 16, 
the Aluminium Factory at 

Port Harcourt was opened. 
On August 24, the Glass 
factory became operative in 
Port Harcourt.

On October 18, the 
Asbestos Cement Factory 
was opened in Emene. On 
N o v e m b e r  9 ,  t h e  
foundation of  the Central 
Bank was laid in Port 
Harcourt.

On November 30, the 
Golden Guinea Breweries 
was commissioned at 
U m u a h i a ,  f o r  t h e  
production of  larger beer 
and allied products. On 
D e c e m b e r  1 3  H o t e l  
Presidential was opened at 
a whopping cost of  BPS 
£2,000,000. The burning 
fire for industrialization led 
to the establishment of  the 
modern ceramic industry 
in Umuahia, textile mills at 
Aba and Onitsha and a 
shoe factory in Owerri. 
There was a catalogue of  
numerous small industries 
that were also established 
simultaneously with the 
major ones during this 
period.

It was during this period 
that the first phase of  the 
farm settlements scheme 
were established - Ulonna 

in Umuahia province, 
Ohaji in Owerri Province- 
Igbar iam in  Oni t sha  
province, Boki in Ogoja 
province, Uzo Uwanni in 
Enugu province, Abak in 
Annang province. Each 
was to accommodate over 
5,000 farmers and what 
was remarkable was the 
scrupulous effort for even 
spread of  the settlements 
throughout the length and 
breadth of  the region.

All these activities had 
been elaborated in his 
vision for the development 
of  the region after the 
general elections of  1961. 
As he stated…”the period 
immediately following the 
elections was a period for 
building the economic 
consciousness of  the 
p e o p l e ”  I t  i s  t h i s  
consciousness and burning 
desire to raise the standard 
of  living of  our people, the 
unflinching determination 
to assault poverty from all 
fronts, that has been 
distilled into the 1962-68 
development plan.

Inviting the people as 
citizens of  a democratic 
r e g i o n  t o  e x a m i n e ,  
approve,  c r i t i c ize  or  

condemn any portion of  
the plan (the plan is the 
peoples plan) it provides for 
the development of  the 
small village, it touches on 
the requirements of  the 
largest city; it caters for the 
need of  the smallest 
peasant industry and 
prescribes the means for the 
mounting of  the biggest 
industries…” 

What was remarkable in 
h i s  v i s i o n  w a s  t h e  
appreciation of  the role of  
the private sector. As he 
observed to achieve rapid 
economic growth and raise 
the standard of  living of  the 
people, it was necessary 
that “the private citizens, 
the ordinary men and 
women everywhere must 
participate by taking a fair 
and equitable share in our 
development and industrial 
projects…” 

He elaborates on this 
vision when he states

“…..In encouraging and 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
industries established in the 
Region, our government 
was doing so on behalf  of  
the citizens of  the Region. 
It was, as it were, holding its 
shares on trust for the 

people. As and when the 
industries have overcome 
their teething problems and 
t h e  r i s k  o f  f a i l u r e s  
minimized, government 
proposes to divest itself  of  
most of  its shares and the 
money realized used in 
p ioneer ing  in to  new 
industrial projects…”

Thus, the visionary did 
not only recognise the role 
of  the government as the 
steward on behalf  of  the 
p e o p l e  b u t  m o r e  
importantly acknowledged 
the government's fiduciary 
responsibility.

It was an incredible 
display of  courage in the 
midst of  rampaging risk 
factors and the energy to 
pursue long term goals on 
behalf  of  the people.

It was a remarkable 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  
accountability. It was a 
vision that was forty years 
ahead of  its time. These 
l a t t e r  v a l u e s  w e r e  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  h i s  
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
participatory democracy as 
shown in the fact that he 
inaugurated an annual 
series of  leaders of  thought 
conferences (a total of  five 
in 1960, 1962, 1963 and 
1965).

A remarkable aspect of  
his industrialization plan 
was the collaboration and 
cooperation with foreign 
investors to undertake the 
large industries such as 
Michelin Tyre factory in 
Port Harcourt and the 
Nkalagu Cement factory in 
present day Ebonyi state. 
Indeed in Okpara's long 
term vision as he told me in 
a conversation in his home 
in Nkwoegwu in 1983 was 
that Port Hacourt through 
Aba and Umuahia going 
on to Enugu would have 
developed into a globally 
significant industrial mega 
polis and conurbation. This 
drove his passion for the 
d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
University of  Nigeria for 
which he has not, in my 
view, been given adequate 
credit. He provided the 
money through his prudent 
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
resources of  the region.

If  the politics of  those 
times had been better 
managed, Eastern Nigeria 
would have been ahead of  
South Korea, Taiwan and 
Singapore for we were 
indeed ahead of  these 
success stories of  the 
second half  of  the 20th 
century. What was most 
remarkable was his spirit 
charac ter ized  by  h i s  
disarming humility and 
rock-solid determination to 
confront all the odds 
frontally. These were 

exemplified by his return to 
medical school after the 
war! We cannot end this 
without recognizing the 
un ique  s t ra teg ies  he  
a d o p t e d  f o r  t h e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
g ove r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  
instruments he adopted for 
his far reaching economic 
programmes.

For the lat ter,  the 
E a s t e r n  N i g e r i a  
Development Corporation 
was the engine room for the 
pursuit of  his economic 
development plans. His 
management of  men and 
resources was imaginative, 
i n n o v a t i v e  a n d  
revolutionary. The most 
remarkable attribute is that 
after his stint as Premier of  
E a s t e r n  N i g e r i a  h e  
returned to live in his 
father's modest bungalow 
even as some members of  
his cabinet had vast estates 
in their hometown and 
elsewhere. That speaks 
volumes of  his integrity. He 
had arrow heads that 
coordinated the activities 
of  the government in 
addition to the informal 
agencies of  democratic 
participation.

He ceded the day to day 
running of  the party to his 
o l d  f r i e n d  D r  L  C  
Mbanugo, the civil service 
t o  S a m  O t i ,  t h e  
intelligentsia to Professor 
Kalu  Ezera  and  the  
economic  domain to  
Odumegwu Ojukwu Snr.

These were his kitchen 
cabinet as it were and 
b e y o n d  t h e  f o r m a l  
structures of  the party and 
the bureaucracy. Thus, he 
could exercise an inspiring 
overview to the business of  
governance through the 
for mal  s t r uc tures  o f  
governance, even as he 
recognised the validity of  
the informal networks that 
are the eyes and could 
invigorate governance.

In the final analysis his 
success ultimately rested on 
his understanding of  his 
people and the operative 
environment that had 
shaped him and his people. 
He certainly deserves 
intense study if  we are ever 
going to appreciate where 
the rain started to beat us 
g i v e n  o u r  p r e s e n t  
circumstances.

The book is an honest 
effort but is riddled with 
avoidable typographical 
and other errors but it is a 
t r e a s u r e  t r o v e  o f  
information on the Okpara 
ye a r s  a n d  a  w i s t f u l  
reminder of  what Nigeria 
c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n .  
Nevertheless, the vision 
must survive and endure.

Okpara’s giant economic strides 
in Eastern Nigeria 
By Nwafor Obinna Stanley

Friday, February 5, 2021
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SPORTS

Officials putting the arena in shape ahead Monday’s start of the event.

ustralian Open 

Aorganisers remain 
c o n f i d e n t  o f  

starting the Grand Slam 
tournament on schedule on 
Monday.

No matches in the six 
warm-up events being held 
at Melbourne Park were 
played on Thursday after 
an employee at one of  the 
hotels used for the two 

weeks of  quarantine tested 
positive for coronavirus on 
Wednesday.

Up to 600 players and 
support staff  deemed 
casual contacts have to 

isolate until they receive a 
negative test but all the 
matches scheduled for 
Thursday have been moved 
to Friday, where forecast 
rain presents another 
headache.

Tournament director 
Craig Tiley told a press 

tletico Madrid's 

An e w  s i g n i n g  
Moussa Dembele 

has tested positive for 
C o v i d - 1 9 ,  t h e  c l u b  
announced on Thursday.

The squad underwent 
testing on Wednesday, from 
which “Moussa Dembele 
had a positive result for 
Covid-19 in the PCR test,” 
Atletico said in a statement.

“The striker remains 
isolated at his home, strictly 
c o m p ly i n g  w i t h  t h e  
recommendations of  the 
health authorities and La 

conference: “This does give 
us three days for the lead-in 
events to complete.

“Obviously tomorrow 
we've got some challenging 
weather, so we've got to 
work around that as well, 
and the intention is to start 
the Australian Open on 
Monday.

 “ We ' r e  a b s o l u t e ly  

confident the Australian 
Open's going to go ahead. 
We know we've got a period 
now we've got to work 
through with those players 
and their staff  that needed 
tests.

“The probability is very 
low that there's going to be 
any issue, we fully expect 
them all to test negative.”

Aussie Open'll go on as planned say organisers

Atletico striker, Dembele, 
tests positive for COVID-19

Liga protocol,” the club 
added.

Dembele, 24, joined 
Atletico on loan in 
Januar y  f rom 
Lyon until the 
e n d  o f  t h e  
season but the 
F r e n c h  
striker is yet 
to  make  
a n  
appearan
ce for the 
La Liga 
leaders.

Osimhen linked to call for 
Gattuso's sack

he long absence of  TVictor Osimhen due 
to injury as well as 

COVID-19 related issues 
may have been linked for the 
call for sacking of  Coach 
Gennaro Gattuso at Napoli.

Osimhen was a record 
signing for Napoli when he 
was signed from Lille of  
France and the Nigerian is 
yet to prove his worth under 
Gattuso which has affected 
the fortunes of  Napoli in the 
Serie A.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
management of  the team has 
reportedly decided to part 
ways with Gattuso in June, a 
decision which has now 
being faulted by former 
Italian striker Christian 
Vieri.

“But what are they doing 
in Naples? “Vieri asked. “But 
what does this De Laurentiis 
do?

“He called Benitez and it 
seems he has probed three or 
four others. But what man 
are you? Gattuso is good; I 
would have resigned in his 
place. You can't work like 
this.

“First he wanted him to 
sign the contract renewal and 
then after two weeks he 

of  their minds.”
Meanwhile, there are 

strong indications that 
Gattuso is not ready to risk 
the Nigeria international 
forward.

Osimhen was an unused 
substitute at the weekend and 
he has only played for 
25minutes after coming from 
the bench in Napoli's 1-3 loss 
to Spezia.

Italian tabloid La Gazzetta 
dello Sport claimed Osimhen 
is not fully fit to be in the 

starting line-up 
while his display 
against Spezia 
has shown that 
he is not yet at his 
best.

“The Nigerian 
striker is not yet 
ready to start. 
The Niger ian 
striker is not yet 
in the best of  
conditions and 
the coach does 
not want to risk 
it. So far he has 
played for a few 
minutes without 
ever convincing,” 
n o t e d  L a  
Gazzetta dello 
S p o r t  i n  a n  
e d i t o r i a l  
p u b l i s h e d  o n  
Wednesday.

Red-hot Moffi sends 'come-and-get-me' 
call to Rohr

n-form FC Lorient's INigerian striker Terem 
Moffi said he won't be 

resting on his oars after 
securing his side's priceless 
winner in a 3-2 win against the 
star-studded Paris Saint 
Germain last weekend.

The 21 year-old came off  
the bench to stun the French 
champions in the 91st minute, 
making it his fifth goal in five 
Ligue 1 matches.

Laurent Abergal's opener in 
the 36th minute gave Lorient 
the lead before two Neymar 
penalties saw PSG taking the 
lead. Yoane Wissa equalized 
for Lorient in the 80th minute 
before Moffi struck with a 
volley to hand PSG their first 
defeat under new coach 
Mauricio Pochettino.

“It is certainly a very 
important goal considering 
how big a club PSG is,” 
Terem, the son of  former 
Enugu Rangers International 
goalkeeper, Barrister Leo 
Moffi, told newsmen.

“It is as important as the 
goal I scored in my second 
league match in Belgium 
against Club Brugge.

“ B o t h  g o a l s  h a v e  

similarities as I had to cover at 
least half  the field solo before 
scoring. Besides, just like that 
Brugge goal announced me to 
the Belgium league; I see this 
PSG goal as announcing me 
to the bigger football world.

“It was satisfying watching 
the goal later on CNN World 
Sports,” he noted.

Moffi has scored five 
impressive goals in the French 
Ligue 1 in the current 
campaign making him one of  
the most in form Nigerian 
strikers in Europe.

A former member of  the 
national Under-17 national 
team, Terem said it would be a 

dream come true if  his 
exploits with Lorient can be 
rewarded with call-up with 
Super Eagles; as he bids to join 
t h e  l i k e s  o f  S a m u e l  
Chukwueze and Victor  
Osimhen who were his 
teammates at junior levels.

He said: “Playing for my 
country will be a dream come 
true. As for the call up, I have 
an open mind on the issue. 
The matter rests with the 
national team coaches. I am 
concentrating on getting 
better and better with my 
game. However, if  coach 
Gernot Rohr calls me now, I'm 
ready to deliver.”

called other coaches. If  he 
didn't win the other day what 
w o u l d  h a p p e n ?  M o r e  
insults?.”

Vieri further highlighted 
the case of  Gattuso as per 
non-availability of  Osimhen:

“This year he never had 
Osimhen and Mertens. But 
what are we talking about? I 
have a goal? I feel insults and 
insults for him, these are out 

Dembele

Osimhen Moffi celebrates with his team mate.
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Some funny things 
couples do to freshen 
relationships Pg 10
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