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T
he National Asso-
ciation of  Nigerian 
Students, NANS 

and National Association 
of  Polytechnics Students, 
NAPS, have unanimous-
ly okayed forty thousand 
naira only (N40,000.00)
as acceptance fee for the 
prospective students of  the 
Federal Polytechnic Nek-
ede, Owerri, Imo State.

After an extensive delib-
eration with the manage-
ment of  the institution on 

Student bodies okay N40,000 acceptance 
fee at Federal Polytechnic, Nekede

Friday, the leadership of  
the duo student bodies saw 
the reasons to uncondition-
ally thick their nod to the 
new directives of  the Fed-
polynek.

Earlier, the Senate Pres-
ident of  the National As-
sociation of  Nigerian Stu-
dents, NANS, Comrade 
Chuks Innocent Okeafor, a 
student of  Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu Uni-
versity, admitted that the 
visitation was inline  with 

their consultation policy 
so as to strengthen the long 
existing peaceful relation-
ship between students and 
management of  the ter-
tiary institutions. Comrade 
Okeafor recalled that the 
acceptance fee for the fresh 
students of  Fedpolynek 
was thirty thousand naira 
only (N30,000.00) before 
it was recently increased to 
forty thousand naira only 
(N4,000.00).

He called on the manage-

ment of  the institution to 
kindly consider the present 
economic meltdown in the 
country as well as the abject 
hardship confronting par-
ents and allow starts quo to 
remain.

“Some criminal-minded 
students may hide under 
the increment of  fees to per-
petrate crime and thereby 
bringing bad image to the 
Fedpolynek. The issue of  
no payment of  school fees, 
no examinations should 
be considered. The school 
management should sup-
port Student Union Gov-
ernment to end inhumanity 
against our students. For 
instance, the school man-

From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka 

F
ormer senator rep-
resenting Anambra 
south senatorial dis-

trict and governorship as-
pirant in the 2021 Anambra 
state governorship election 
on the platform of  All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), 
Senator Andy Uba has car-
peted People’s Democratic 
the Party (PDP) for criticiz-
ing President Mohammadu 
Buhari on projects across 
the country.

Uba said that Buhari has 
demonstrated more com-
mitment to the development 
of  the country more than 
any other government since 
1999.

Senator Uba stated this 
over the weekend, while 

addressing his supporters in 
Uga, Aguata Local Govern-
ment Area.  

He hinted that south east 
should be grateful and show 
appreciation to the presi-
dent for his numerous pro-
jects in the zone.

According to him, Buhari 
is the only president in the 
county who has given the 
South East a sense of  belong-
ing and adequate attention 
in facilities and development 
over the years.

“Buhari is the only pres-
ident that makes a promise 
and keeps to it. Look at the 
second Niger Bridge that 
has been used for politics 
over the years. But he said he 
will complete it and he had 
invested huge money to it. 
Same with Enugu-Onitsha 
road. He is not into political 

maneuvering. He doesn’t lie. 
That is why he is a man of  
few words. One statement he 
makes means a lot. 

He called on the South-
Eeast to reciprocate the pres-
ident’s gesture by massively 
registering with the All Pro-
gressive Congress (APC).

“People want to know why 
I support Buhari and I told 
them that he is the only pres-
ident who has demonstrated 
love and commitment to the 
development of  the south 
east.

He called on Anambra peo-
ple to come out en-masse to 
register in the ongoing APC 
registration and revalidation 
exercise. He also used the op-
portunity to appeal for those 
he offended to forgive him, 
saying that nobody is above 
mistake.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

I
gala-speaking com-
munity, Nzam, the 
Headquarters of  An-

ambra West Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anam-
bra State, on Monday, 
held a peaceful protest 
against what they tagged 
‘Abandoned Projects’ 
in Nzam community 
and ill-treatment by the 
present administration 
of  Governor Willie Obi-
ano.

The protesters number-
ing about 380, who were 
drawn from the commu-
nities, carried placards 
bearing various inscrip-
tions such as “Obiano, 
tell the contractor to 
complete our road, our 
people are dying, An-

Igala-speaking community protests
marginalization in Anambra

ambra govt. come to our 
aide, among others.

They accused the 
Transition Committee 
Chairman of  Anambra 
West LGA, Mr. Syvester 
Orji of  putting deaf  ears 
to the people’s plight, 
especially not always in 
the office alongside his 
staff.

They also accused the 
Anambra State Govern-
ment of  enslaving them 
in their ancestral land 
because they are Iga-
la-speaking people.

Addressing journalists 
shortly after the pro-
test at the Government 
House gate, along Enu-
gu-Onitsha expressway, 
Awka, the President 
General of  the commu-
nity, Mr. Fidelis Nnazu 
and the Youth Leader, 

From Uchenna 
Ezeadigwe, Awka

A 
total of  forty-four 
defaulters have been 
apprehended and 

charged to mobile court in 
Nnewi Local Government 
Council over failure to ad-
here to the COVID-19 pro-
tocols. 

The exercise was in col-
laboration with the State 
Ministry of  Transport, the 
Nigerian Police Force, An-
ambra Traffic Management 
Agency, ATMA, Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps, and OCHA Brigade, 

agement should ensure 
that there is justice for the 
student allegedly killed by 
landlord/caretaker in Nek-
ede. The lecturer and stu-
dent allegedly shot dead by 
security operatives at Naze 
junction. Above all, we are 
very happy with the Rector 
of  the Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede, Rev. Engr. Michael 
Chidiebere Arimanwa for 
employing one of  us as an 
academic staff  of  the In-
stitution. We will continue 
to consult this Institution 
for lasting peaceful coex-
istence”, the NANS Senate 
President promised.

Responding, the Rec-
tor of  Federal Polytechnic 
Nekede, Rev. Engr. Michael 
Chidiebere Arimanwa de-
clared Fedpolynek as the 

most least expensive in Ni-
geria.

Rev. Arimanwa regretted 
that an Owerri-based radio 
station last week went on air, 
accusing him of  collecting 
highest amount of  money 
as acceptance fee amongst 
the Federal Polytechnics 
in Nigeria without delving 
into critical investigation of  
fees paid by students of  the 
various institutions. “For in-
stance, a person seeking to 
be admitted into Fedpolynek 
pays N40,000 acceptance 
fee and N38,450 - N41,450 
as school fees. While Yaba 
College of  Technology col-
lects N20,000 acceptance 
fee and N70,000 to N83,500 
as school fees. Honestly, 
Fedpolynek is less expensive 
than any other higher insti-
tution in Imo State”.

Mr. Emmanuel Okafor 
respectively said that it 
was unfortunate that the 
state government had 
joined in the enslave-
ment of  the people with 
its continued denial of  
social amenities to the 
agrarian area.

They listed some of  the 
challenges they wanted 
Governor Willie Obiano 
to address in the area to 
include; the completion 
of  Internally Displaced 
Persons building that has 
been abandoned by the 
contractors since seven 
years ago, water reticu-
lation project abandoned 
since six years ago, pro-
vision of  security vehicle 
in Nzam Police Station, 
provision of  electricity 
that is lacking since the 
creation of  Anambra 

Anambra South Chapter.
Speaking before the ex-

ercise, the SSG, Professor 
Solo Chukwulobelu rep-
resented by Hon. Sunday 
Okafor, COVID-19 State 
Admin Officer noted that it 
is primarily to sensitize peo-
ple on the need to always 
have their facemask prop-
erly fitted on their face and 
the possible punishment for 
the defaulters at the mobile 
court. 

He stressed that Anam-
bra state government led by 
Chief  Willie Obiano will 
not relent in her effort to 
curb the spread of  the vi-

COVID-19: 44 defaulters 
charged to court in Anambra 

Uzodimma partners NBA to 
immortalize Justice Nsofor

Governor of Imo 
State, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma is set to 

partner the Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA), Owerri 
branch to immortalize the 
late Nigerian Ambassador 
to the United States, former 
Justice Sylvester Nsofor.

Governor Uzodimma 
gave the assurance on 
Monday when he received 
in audience the o翿�cials of 
the NBA, led by Barr. J.I. 
Ogamba.

e governor who said 
that no honour done to the 
late Justice will be small, 
urging the NBA to properly 
develop the concept of how 
it wants to immortalize Jus-
tice Nsofor to as to enable 
government consider the 
budgetary implications.

Uzodimma also prom-
ised to critically look at 
the other demands made 
of him by the lawyers and 

rus. The SSG explained that 
government is not so much 
interested in the fines from 
defaulters nor their prison 
sentences, but most impor-
tantly wants all and sundry 
to comply with the COV-
ID-19 protocols, especially 
wearing of  facemask at pub-
lic places.

The Zonal Commander 
OCHA Brigade, Anambra 
South District Mr. Emma-
nuel Obi, chided those that 
still disobey the directives of  
the government as he insist-
ed that the government will 
continue to fight for the en-
tire well being of  her citizens.

assured that he will not 
disappoint their reasona-
ble expectation as an elitist 
organization while also not 
ignoring the other sectors 
of the state.

 e governor took 
time to brief the NBA on 
the state of affairs in Imo, 
stressing that the state was 
removed from the track 
making it di翿�cult for 
things to be done properly 
for years.

He said his priority is 
to return the state to the 
track by developing work-
ing data, planning with the 
data and setting in motion 
an operation that is devel-
opment- oriented.

Uzodimma regretted 
that the state’s civil service 
is the weakest link in his ef-
forts to redirect the state to 
track because of the pen-
chant of the civil servants 
for corruption.

State in 1991, lack of  
medical center, lack of  
Judiciary among others.

In their separate re-
actions on the devel-
opment, the Transition 
Chairman of  Anambra 
West LGA, Mr. Silvest-
er Orji and the member 
representing Anambra 
West State Constituen-
cy in the State House of  
Assembly, Hon. Patrick 
Udoba, said that they 
have no knowledge of  
what the people are pro-
testing of.

They accused the op-
position of  using some 
selected youth in the area 
to tarnished the image 
of  APGA government, 
especially now that the 
state is about to conduct 
it governorship election.

..As Rector declares institution least expensive 

Andy Uba blasts PDP over 
critism on Buhari projects 
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T
he leadership 
and members 
of  the Forum of  

Imo-Based Newspaper 
Editors (FINE) have 
received with mixed feel-
ings the reported heavy 
military presence in Orlu 
and Orsu axis of  Imo 
State allegedly trying to 
flush out members of  a 
group- Eastern Security 
Network (ESN).

In a release signed by 

Insecurity: Insecurity: Imo never a hot-bed ofImo never a hot-bed of
insurgency insurgency - Editors- Editors

the Interim Chairman 
and Secretary of  the 
Forum, Max Chinedu 
Egere and Elder Chigozie 
Uzosike respectively, 
it noted that there has 
been alleged aerial and 
ground assault by troops 
combing the bushes in 
search of  the ESN mem-
bers. FINE members are 
worried that such mili-
tary campaign in rather 
peaceful rural commu-

nities is capable of  caus-
ing panic, injuries and 
deaths.

“We condemn this par-
ticular assault on Orlu 
and Orsu axis of  Imo 
State by the military espe-
cially bearing in the mind 
that Imo rural communi-
ties are mainly farmers 
who may be caught up 
in the campaign and mis-
taken as ESN members”. 

“One wonders why the 

residents of  these areas 
were not informed that 
there will be military 
exercise to flush out sus-
pected ESN members . 
We call on Governor 
Hope Uzodinma to call 
out these soldiers as their 
presence and operations 
are already causing rip-
ples in the areas and be-
yond”.

“Governor Hope Uzo-
dinma should stand up as 
the chief  security officer 
of  the state and defend 
Imo citizens, especially 
Orlu and Orsu people. 
We equally wonder why 
Imo political, religious, 
academic and traditional 
leaders have kept mum 
over this military siege 
on Orlu and Orsu axis of  
Imo State”. 

“The federal govern-
ment and military au-
thorities should halt 
this particular military 
campaign in Imo and 
not end up turning the 
most peaceful state in the 
Southeast into a theatre 
of  war. The Forum, how-
ever, urged citizens to be 
law abiding and not take 
laws into their hands”.

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

C
ommissioner for 
Women and Chil-
dren Affairs, Anam-

bra State, Lady Ndidi Me-
zue has made arrangement 
to rehabilitate two begging 
syndicates apprehended 
using under age children 
to seek for alms.

News Echo gathered that 
the two women from Na-
sarawa and Enugu States 
were apprehended with 
six children (four girls and 
two boys), alongside street 
beggars arrested at Nnewi 

Aba attack: Abia govt calls banks, vulnerable 
institutions to fortify security
From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

A
bia State Commis-
sioner for Informa-
tion, Chief  John 

Okiyi-Kalu has called on 
banks and other vulnerable 
institutions to fortify security 
around their places of  busi-
ness.

Okiyi-Kalu made the call 
on Tuesday following the 
recent attack on World Bank 
Police Station, Abayi-Aba, 
in Osisioma Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state re-
cently.

Governor Hope Uzodimma (7th left); his deputy, Prof. Placid Njoku (6th left); Secretary to Govern-
ment of Imo State, Chief Cosmas Iwu (4th left); Chairman of Owerri branch of NBA, J.I. Ogamba 
(5th left); Dr. Livi Uzoukwu, SAN (8th right); Commissioner for Justice and Attorney General of Imo 
State, Barr. C.O.C. Akaolisa (7th right) and others when of�cials of the NBA paid a courtesy visit to 
Governor Uzodimma on Monday.

Women Affairs Commissioner
rehabilitates notorious begging
syndicates in Anambra

He added that as a result of  
the incident, the government 
has imposed a ban on tricycle 
(Keke) and motorcycle (Oka-
da) operations between 7pm 
and 7am in all major cities of  
the state starting from Tues-
day this week.

The Commissioner warned 
all criminals within and 
around the state that no part 
of  Abia land will be ceded 
to criminals operating under 
any guise, describing the at-
tack as mindless, cowardly 
and a dastardly.

He assured members of  the 
public that government is 

and Awka by a team led by 
the Commissioner.

Lady Mezue who not-
ed that they will be re-in-
tegrated into the society, 
placed a call to her Nasar-
awa state counterpart who 
promised to provide the 
woman with a job and care 
for her children.

Mezue has made ar-
rangement to ensure that 
these syndicates were duly 
rehabilitated before being 
returned to their home 
states to start a new life and 
be useful to themselves and 
the society.

From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

B
arely few weeks af-
ter the attack and 
burning of  Omo-

ba Police Station in Isia-
la-Ngwa South Local 
Government Area of  Abia 
State, hoodlums have at-
tacked and burnt World 
Bank Housing Estate Po-
lice Station, Abayi Aba.

News Echo gathered 
that the hoodlums killed 
an Assistant Superinten-
dent of  Police (ASP) and 
a police Corporal during 
the attack.

It was gathered that 
the attack took place at 
2:30AM on Tuesday, 
when the hoodlums took 
the police unaware, at-
tacked and made away 
with arms. 

A police source who 

Hoodlums attack World 
Bank Estate Police Station 
Aba, kill two

pleaded anonymity said 
that the situation has cre-
ated more tension in the 
city, as police officers are 
now working in fear.

working with security agen-
cies in the state to fish out the 
perpetrators of  this dastardly 
act and bring them to justice 
as quickly as possible. 

“We will not spare any re-
source in ensuring that the 
perpetrators of  this dastardly 
act are brought to book in no 
distant time and the stolen 
arms and ammunition recov-
ered completely.”

The Commissioner said 
that it is unfortunate that 
the arms the hoodlums have 
carted away from law en-
forcement agents will most 
likely be used against inno-

cent citizens. 
He called on citizens to 

avail law enforcement agen-
cies with vital information 
that will lead to the arrest of  
the criminals and recovery 
of  these arms. 

Okiyi-Kalu also advised all 
security formations in the 
state to remain on red alert 
until the situation is fully 
pacified. “Law abiding citi-
zens and visitors are advised 
to go about their normal 
businesses while maintain-
ing vigilance as measures 
have been put in place to en-
sure their safety”. 

New Anambra CP warns officers against
unprofessional conduct 
From Maduako Eleweke, 
Awka 

T
he newly posted 
Anambra State 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 

of  police, Mr. Monday 
Bala Kuryas has warned 
officers and men of  the 
command against un-
professional misconduct 
insisting that any officer 
found wanting would 
face the full wrath of  the 
law. 

According to his address 
to reporters Kuryas said 
that “I am not unmindful 
of  other challenges bor-
dering on unprofessional 
misconduct on the part 

of  our officers and men 
such as extortion, unlaw-
ful detention and inci-
vility to members of  the 
public, among others.

He charged the person-
nel of  the command to 
eschew corrupt practices 
and indiscipline. “The 
command will sustain 
the existing inter- agen-
cy collaboration and im-
prove on our respect for 
the rule of  law and fun-
damental human rights 
in accordance with inter-
national best practices” 
he said 

Reacting to incidents of  
armed robbery, kidnap-

ping, cultism and illegal 
revenue collection, he 
stated that the command 
would reinvigorate Oper-
ation Puff  Adder 11 and 
give it more bite to tackle 
crimes and criminalities 
in the state.

According to him, the 

major crime flash points 
on the state such as 
Onitsha, Obosi, Mkpor, 
Enugu-Agidi and Nnewi 
would be given special at-
tention.

He advised cultists and 
armed robbers to have a 
rethink and purge them-

selves off  or relocate 
from the state.

He lamented the men-
ace of  fake news which 
he said is capable of  
causing widespread dis-
affection, chaos and dis-
ruption of  public peace.

Recall that the former 

police commissioner, Mr. 
John Abang was recently 
promoted to the rank of  
Assistant Inspector Gener-
al of  Police and transferred 
to zone 4 Makurdi which 
necessitated the deploy-
ment of  a new Commis-
sioner.
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t the weekend the capital city 

Aof  Owerri was thrown into 
confusion following the clash 

of  supporters of  ex-Gov. Rochas 
Okorocha and loyalists of  Gov Hope 
Uzodimma in what has been 
described as supremacy fight over who 
controls a looted property. 

Governor Uzodimma reportedly 
following outcome of  Judicial Panel 
of  Inquiry on irregularly acquired 
lands sealed the Royal Spring Palm 
Hotel belonging to a family member 
of  Senator Okorocha. 

The Orlu zone Senator had thought 
differently insisting that there should 
be a court order or police warrant 
mandating the sealing of  the premises. 
This view was expressed by the former 
governor himself  when he confronted 
the security guards if  they had any 
such document to support their stay in 
the place.

The ensuing fracas has led to 
injuring of  people in the free for all 
fight and sporadic gun shots. We 
condemn in  i t s  ent i re ty  the  
unnecessary flexing of  muscle or show 
of  strength as exhibited by the 
combatants. What is strange in the 
encounter is the wielding of  fire arms 
by the supporters of  the groups raising 
questions on how they were acquired.

Majority views appear to hold it 
against Senator Okorocha for ignoring 
the sealing order and application of  
force to gain entry into the premises. 
The argument of  those who canvass 
this opinion is hinged on the sanctity 
of  the law and the authority of  the 
government which can be vacated 
through another court of  competent 
jurisdiction.

While this makes sense we believe 
that it does not justify the attack by the 
governor's team who appeared 
prepared for war. The reinforcement 
of  their group with more militant and 
aggressive boys lends credence to the 
ensuing fracas that led to the shooting 
of  Okorocha's in-law and wounding 
of  his personal security aide.

The government team ought to have 
applied tact and taken solace in the law 
to resolve any dispute. Violence is an 
ill wind that blows none any good. The 
manner the two groups clashed raises 
suspicion that they saw it as an 
opportunity to settle old scores. 
Hitherto, the two titans are reputed to 

be at each other's jugular because of  
the struggle over who controls the Soul 
of  the party in the state.  

Uzodimma was the immediate past 
senator representing Orlu zone who 
was succeeded by Okorocha. 
Okorocha was a past governor of  the 
s ta te  who he ld  for te  be fore  
Uzodimma. Neither Okorocha nor 
Uzodimma appears to be in the heart 
of  Imo people as a result of  bad 
governance. Okorocha it is alleged 
took Imo backwards during his 8 years 
leadership of  the state.

Presently Uzodimma is grossly 
discredited according to reports for his 
failure to meet his obligations to Imo 
workers as well as failure to deliver the 
dividends of  democracy. While 
Imolites may be happy to see their 
looted funds or assets recovered the 
fact is also not lost on them that this is 
a supremacy fight of  two discredited 
leaders who they want to surrender 
their ill gotten wealth.

News Echo wishes to let public 
servants appreciate the fact that there 
is no gain looting public treasury with 
impunity because the old saying that 
time heals all wounds will eventually 
catch up with them. Whatever any 
leader may dispossess the people of  
requires time for people to recover 
whatever belongs to them.

Power is transient, and can be best 
used in the service of  the people. 
Primitive accumulation of  wealth is 
akin to the age long statement by 
Socrates, a Greek philosopher who 
opined that ''men eat as if  they are 
going to die today and they build as if  
they are going to live forever''

Okorocha and Uzodimma are two 
influential politicians in the state with 
large following. Issues affecting both 
are likely to spill over to their 
supporters and portend grave 
implications for the political stability 
of  the state. It is not unlikely that both 
will be engrossed in the act of  trying to 
even up and extract more vengeance.

We therefore call on the intervention 
of  Imo elders and all well meaning 
groups to stabilize the polity and 
ensure that justice is done.  Imo is 
tensed up at the moment and requires 
healing to reduce tension and 
emotional stress Imo people are 
subjected to by poor governance 
orchestrated by politicians.

Wednesday, February 24,  2021     

Uzodimma, Okorocha 
clash - lesson for looters



t is no longer news that Ithe Federal Court of  
Appeal, Abuja has 

upheld the earlier judgment 
of  a Federal High Court 
which found the senatorial 
contestant for Imo North 
(Okigwe Senatorial zone), 
Sir Frank Ibezim, guilty of  
certificate forgery allegation 
leveled against him.

Ibezim ran under the 
p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  A l l  
Progressives Congress 
(APC) and which ticket was 
hotly contested by Senator 
Ifeanyi Araraume before 
the court finally decided the 
matter. 

 He was consequently 
banned from holding any 
public office for l i fe.  
However it is pertinent here 
to consider some of  the facts 
that convinced both the trial 
court and appellate court to 
reach their conclusions and 
deliver the audacious 
judgments.

Below are some of  the 
facts as adduced by the trial 
Judge that made him arrive 
at his decision or judgment
Excerpts:
 ( I M O  N O R T H  
S E N A T O R I A L  
DISTRICT)

It is baffling how the 
signatories to Exhibit A21 
did not notice the fatal error 
above. I will however not 
say any more about this 
error as it was not canvassed 
in this case. In Exhibit. A22, 
the  name of  the  1st  
defendant is stated as 
Chukwuma Francis Ibezim 
which in the proper English 
arrangement of  personal 
name, the surname would 
be Ibezim, the first name 
would be Chukwuma, and 
the middle name would be 
Francis.

 In Exhibit A23, the 1st 
defendant in deposing to 
form EC 9 which is the 
affidavit in support of  
personal particulars stated 
that his surname is Ibezim 
and the other names are 
Chukwuma Francis. In the 
proper arrangement of  his 
name, beginning with the 
surname, it would have 
been, Ibezim Chukwuma 

Francis as stated in Exhibit 
A29. 

However, looking at 
Exhibits A26, A27, A28 and 
A30, the name there is 
Ibezim Francis Chukwuma. 
This means that surname of  
the person in Exhibits; A26, 
A 2 7  a n d  A 2 8  i s  
Chukwuma; the first name 
is Ibezim and the middle 
name is Francis. Again 
looking at Exhibit A30, the 
name of  the person there is 
Ibezim Chukwuma Francis. 
This again means that the 
surname of  the person there 
is Francis, the first name is 
Ibezim and the middle 
name is Chukwuma.

By Exhibits A22, A23, 
A26, A27, A28, A29 and 
A30, the 1st defendant has 
g i v e n  h i s  n a m e  a s  
Chukwuma Francis Ibezim, 
Ibezim Francis Chukwuma 
and Ibezim Chukwuma 
Francis. Upon examining 
these names however, the 
answer of  the 1st defendant 

to these conflicting names 
can be found in paragraphs 
23 and 24 of  his counter-
affidavit wherein he avers 
that all the names are 
different variants of  his 
name. 

To buttress this assertion, 
the 1st defendant tendered 
Exhibit SFI 6 which is an 
affidavit deposed to at the 
registry of  the High Court 
of  the Federal Capital 
Territory on 1st September, 
2020. It is stated inter alia 
therein that: 

 "I am known and 
referred to as follows: 1.) 
Chukwuma Frank Ibezim, 
2.) Frank Ibezim, 3.) 
C h u k w u m a  F r a n c i s  
Ibezim."

The 1st defendant also 
tendered the following:

i. Exhibit SFI 7A which 
is a copy of  Blueprint 
Newspaper publication of  
12th - 13th September, 2020 
of  classified  advertisement 
of  reconciliation of  names 

ii. Exhibit SFI 7B, a 
classified advertisement in 
Saturday Tribune of  12th 
S e p t e m b e r,  2 0 2 0  f o r  
reconciliation of  names, 
and, 

iii. Exhibit SFI 7C, a 
classified advertisement  of  
Leadership  Newspaper of  
Saturday, 12th September, 
2020 for reconciliation of  
names.

The question now is 
whether these efforts have 
any legal effect on the 
attempt by the 1st defendant 
to reconcile the various 
names given by him, 
particularly in Exhibit A23 
and the various documents 
thereto attached. The 
answer is no. 

I  h a v e  t o  s t a t e  
u n e q u i v o c a l l y  t h a t  
paragraph 2 of  Exhibit SFI 
6 has compounded the case 
of  the 1st defendant as it 
fails to address the issue of  
Chukwuma Francis Ibezim 
as stated in Exhibits A26, 

A27, A28 and A30. 
Again, I do not think 
that the 1st defendant 
can use affidavit to 
correct the names on 
h i s  a c a d e m i c  
cer t i f i ca te.  I t  i s  
common sense to 
s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  
certificates were not 
issued by the court 
but the institutions

 F r a n c i s  
C h u k w u m a  i n  
Exhibit A28 which is 
school Certificate 
M a y / J u n e  1 9 8 0  
details results, the 
name of  the 1st 
Defendant is given as 
I b e z i m  F r a n c i s  
Chukwuma. In Exh. 
A29 which is the 2nd 
d e f e n d a n t ' s  
membership card of  
the 1st defendant, his 
name is written as 
Ibezim, Chukwuma 
Francis while in 
Exhibit A30 which is 
t h e  v o t e r ' s  
registration card of  
the 1st defendant, his 
name is written as 
Ibezim Chukwuma 
Francis.

On the allegation 
in question one that 

the 1st defendant presented 
falsified and uncertified 
pho tocop ie s  o f  Wes t  
A f r i c a n  E x a m i n a t i o n  
Council, submitted Exhibit 
A26 which is a computer 
printout of  May/June GCE 
O/Level,  1980 result,  
Exhibit A27 which is a 
photocopy of  the West 
A f r i c a n  E x a m i n a t i o n  
Council School Certificate 
for June, 1980, and School 
Certificate May/June 1980 
detailed result from Uboma 
Secondary School on 16th 
January, 1981. 

Upon studying these 
three results, I find that each 
of  them refer to the GCE 
O / L e v e l  o f  t h e  1 s t  
defendant of  1980 because 
they are all the same 
examination number. In 
Exhibits; A26 and A27, the 
nu m b e r  i s  s t a t e d  a s  
11631041, while in Exhibit 
A28, the number is broken 
into candidate's Number 
041 and Center Number 

11631. If  the numbers are 
put together, it would come 
to 11631041. 

I have noted that there 
are discrepancies in the 
scores recorded in the three 
results that constitute 
Exhibits; A26, A27 and 
A28; even though the 
respective result sheets have 
the same number.  In 
Exhibits A26 and A28, the 
1st defendant is purported 
to have written examination 
for nine (9) subjects and in 
Exhibit A28: He wrote 
examination on seven (7) 
subjects. I have already 
stated that the three result 
sheets have the same 
examination number. 

There is  something 
wrong with these results. 
The defence of  the 1st 
defendant per the averment 
in paragraphs 26, 27, 28 and 
29 of  his counter-affidavit 
has not explained the 
variations or debunked the 
fact that Exhibits A26, A27 
and A28 were submitted to 
the 3rd defendant, having 
not taken any step to 
controvert the case of  
plaintiff  concerning the 
falsity of  Exhibits A26, A27 
and A28, has therefore 
allowed the case of  the 
p l a i n t i f f  t o  r e m a i n  
uncontroverted.

I therefore find that 
Exhibits; A26, A27 and A28 
submitted are not authentic 
r e su l t s  and  a re  se l f -
contradictory. Therefore, 
they are false in all material 
particular and I so hold. I 
resolve issue one in favour 
of  the plaintiff.

T h e  a l l e g a t i o n  i n  
question two is that the 1st 
defendant has presented 
and bears two (2) different 
and irreconcilable names, to 
wit; "Ibezim Chukwuma 
Frank" and "Ibezim Francis 
Chukwuma". My initial 
notice on this issue is that 
Exhibit A21 dated 11th 
September, 2020, which 
was used by the 2nd 
defendant to forward the 
nomination  of  the 1st 
defendant as its candidate to 
the 3rd defendant did not 
state the name of  the 
candidate, neither was it 
specific on the senatorial 
district of  the candidate.

Why Ibezim was nailed by Court of Appeal 
By Muna Uzoma

Ibezim

he former Speaker, TImo State House of  
A s s e m b l y,  R t .  

Hon. Amaechi Nwoha has 
c h i d e d  t h e  f o r m e r  
governor of  Imo State, 
Owelle Rochas Okorocha 
for resorting to self  help, 
describing the incident as 
unfortunate.
Speaking to News Echo 

Tuesday, Nwoha noted 

that for an Imo leader of  
Okorocha's personality 
who was the former 
governor to be involved in 
an act of  taking laws into 
his hands is rather uncalled 
for. 
“He ought to know better, 

being a former governor. 
He ought to know the 
implication of  a Judicial 
Panel of  Inquiry that 
government is bound to 
implement its report after 

it has been deliberated 
upon and adopted by the 
State Executive Council. 
“ Ju d i c i a l  Pa n e l  o f  

Inquiry is recognized by 
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
Nigeria. Judicial Panels 
have the power of  quasi 
legislative and judicial 
authority. It is like a quasi 
court of  law, having the 
power  to  pronounce 
someone guilty, once it is 
properly set up”.

He said the act of  self  
help in such issues is never 
e n c o u r a g e d  b y  t h e  
constitution, even as any 
person found guilty by 
judicial panel has a remedy 
of  approaching a court of  
competent jurisdiction 
which has the power to 
notify the decision of  a 
Judicial Panel of  Inquiry 
a n d  w o n d e r e d  w h y  
Okorocha refused to 
follow that noble path.

Sealing of  Royal Spring Hotel:
Former speaker chides Okorocha 
By Jennifer John

 Nwoha
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Cr   me Watch

he traditional prime Tminister of  Ibeku 
l a n d ,  U m u a h i a  

North  Local Government 
Area of  Abia State, Chief  
Uche Akwukwuegbu and his 
son who arrived from the 
United States of  America 
have allegedly  been robbed 
of  cash and various personal 
belongings in the heart of  the 
A b i a  S t a t e  c a p i t a l  b y 
suspected hoodlums.

Akwukwuegbu, who is a 
popular business man and 

el ta  pol ice  have Darrested a mortuary 
a t t e n d a n t  i n 

O g h a r a ,  E t h i o p e  We s t 
council area following the 
disappearance of  the body of  
a 58-year-old woman, Mrs 
Patience Amughoro, from a 
private hospital morgue.

It was gathered that the 
deceased died last year after a 
brief  illness.

It was learnt the family 
had planned to bury her on 
Febr uar y  20,  but  we ' re 
stunned when on Saturday 
they arrived at the morgue to 
f ind that  the  body was 
missing.

A family source Okiemute 
said the morgue attendant 
had earlier presented a body 
but on close examination it 

h r e e  n o t o r i o u s Tbandits in Zamfara 
State have repented 

and surrendered their AK47 
rifles and live ammunitions.

They said they decided to 
embrace the peace accord 
initiated by Governor Bello 
Mohammed Matawalle.

The ceremony took place 
a t  t h e  c h a m b e r  o f  t h e 
G ove r n m e n t  H o u s e  i n 
Gusau, where the notorious 
bandits operating around 
Bakura Local Government 
Area of  the State surrendered 
three AK47 rifles.

Receiving the repentant 
bandits, Governor Bello 
Matawalle explained that 
p e a c e  a c c o r d  a n d 
reconciliation remained the  
best and only option, noting 
that his administration was 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  d o i n g 

everything possible to restore 
peace in the State.

The Governor insisted 
that his administration had 
not paid any money to any 
bandit as compensation since 
t h e  p e a c e  a c c o r d  a n d 
reconciliation process started 
in the State.

According to him, fire for 
fire against bandits would 
cause more bloodshed that 
could seriously affect the 
people.

“Nobody can dispute the 
fact that for over a decade, 
banditry, terror attacks and 
other forms of  criminalities 
have been ravaging the State. 
Banditry activities have 
crumpled economic and 
social activities in the State,” 
the governor lamented.

Matawalle appealed to 
other criminals operating in 

the State and other parts of  
the Northwest region to 
surrender their weapons and 
embrace the peace accord 
and reconciliation process.

T h e  G o v e r n o r  a l s o 
c o n d e m n e d  t h e  r e c e n t 
abduction of  the Kagara 
School boys, stressing that 
such  ac t  was  a f f ec t ing 
e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d 
frustrating the efforts of  the 
government in the country.

o l i c e  h a v e Papprehended  a 
twenty three (23) 

year old man, Wisdom 
Uzoma, for allegedly 
murdering a twenty three 
( 2 3 )  y e a r  o l d  m a n , 
Tobechukwu Chijioke 
Duru, at Agwa, Oguta 
local government area, 
Imo State, last Sunday.

The Imo State Police 
Command revealed this 
in a statement made 
available to the media in 
Owerri through the Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
SP Ikeokwu Godson 

Orlando.
The police disclosed 

that the killing was due to 
bloody clash between 
two rival cults at Obudi 
Agwa Secondary School 
premises, Agwa, Oguta.

The police stated that 
"on the 20/02/2021, 
through a distress call, 
o p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e 
command moved to 
A g w a  S e c o n d a r y 
School, Agwa, Oguta 
local government area, 
Imo State.

"Upon arrival at the 
scene, operatives met the 
remains of  a young man 
who was later identified 

as Tobechi  Chij ioke 
Duru, who was 23 years 
old, of  Obudi Agwa, 
Oguta, Imo State. He was 
said to have been killed 
while two rival  cult 
groups clashed at the 
school premises".

Ikokwu added that 
"on the 21/02/2021, 
based on discreet and 
p a i n s t a k i n g 
investigations, operatives 
of  the command arrested 
the  f l ee ing  suspect , 
Wisdom Uzoma, who 
was 23 years old, of  
Obudi Agwa, Oguta Imo 
State. He confessed to the 
c r i m e  a n d  w i l l  b e 
prosecuted accordingly".

was found that it was not 
Amughoro's.

He said, “That was when 
he began searching, pacing up 
and down looking for the 
body before admitting the 
body was missing.”

Continuing, “We were 
shocked.  There  was no 
explanation. We had made 
arrangements to give our aunt 
a good send-off, and it hurts 
that we don't have her body.

Another source said, “We 
were surprised that a whole 
dead body should go missing 
from a mortuary. I have never 
heard of  a corpse developing 
legs and leaving the morgue.”

Delta Police image maker, 
Edafe Bright, confirmed the 
i n c i d e n t ,  a d d i n g  t h a t 
investigation was ongoing.

another based in Nigeria, and 
while trying to avoid the 
r e c k l e s s  Ke k e,  h i s  c a r 
allegedly nearly ran into the 
bush.

C h i e f  A k w u k w u e g b u 
continued that "I stopped to 
know what it was all about 

ome hoodlums have 

Sk i l l e d  t w o 
policemen in Essien 

Udim Local Government 
Area of  Akwa Ibom State.

The criminals also set 
ablaze a Hilux van the 
policemen were riding in.

T h e  i n c i d e n t 
happened in the early 
hours of  on Monday, 
according to reports.

One of  the policemen 
was repor tedly burnt 
beyond recognition.

It was unclear how the 
other  pol iceman was 
killed.

T h e  a s s a i l a n t s 
reportedly carted away 
three police rifles.

The incident is the 
latest  of  the reprisal 
attacks on the police over a 
renewed fight against 
insecurity in the area.

A police station was 
recently attacked twice in 
the area while a policeman 
s u s t a i n e d  m a c h e t e 

wounds as property were 
destroyed by the attackers.

Ikot  Ekpene Area 
Commander, ACP Bello 

 mentally-ill girl has 

Abeen released from a 
r o o m  w h e r e  s h e 

reportedly chained by her 
mother in the Arochukwu 
area of  Abia State.

The teenager simply called 
Ada was said to have been 
locked in a room with a chain 
round her neck and limbs.

She was rescued on Sunday 
by operatives of  the Nigeria 
Security and Civil Defence 
C o r p s  ( N S C D C )  i n 
collaboration with Vicar 
Hope Foundation and the 
Child Protection Network; a 
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t 
organisation run by Mrs 
Nkechi Ikpeazu, wife of  the 
s t a t e  g ove r n o r  O k e z i e 
Ikpeazu.

The rescue took place at the 
weekend  in  Umuokoro 
Obinkita Arochukwu Local 
Government Area of  the 

state..
Ada's plight became public 

knowledge  a f te r  i t  was 
published on WhatsApp, 
though with little detail.

After learning of  the girl's 

Kankofor i  expressed 
shock at the attack on 
policemen but pledged 
that the attackers would be 
fished out and brought to 
book.

plight on social media Mrs 
Ikpeazu reportedly directed 
that it be investigated.

F o l l o w i n g  i t s 
confirmation, officials of  
NSCDC moved in, forced 
open the door where the girl 
was held and unchained 
her.

Her mother, who gave 
her name as Blessing, has 
been taken into custody, but 
she said her mentally-ill 
daughter was chained to 
keep her from wandering 
off.

S p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e 
NSCDC Ndukwe Aguiyi 
confirmed Blessing's arrest 
as well as the rescue of  her 
daughter.

trap to get me.
It was all stage-managed. 

They started beating me and 
asked me to bring money 
and wanted to snatch my car 
key."

The victim added that he 
rushed into his car and 

frontline politician while 
narrating his ordeal to 
newsmen over the weekend 
in Umuahia said he had 
gone to Owerri, Imo State 
to receive his son, who was 
returning to Nigeria from 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  
A m e r i c a  w h e n  t h e 
suspected hoodlums struck. 

According to him, a 
tricycle popularly known as 
Keke driver recklessly 
overtook his car before 
A r m y  c h e c k p o i n t  a t 
Umuokpara as he drove in 
his car with his two sons, 
one from America and 

and people trooped out 
from the bush and started 
b e a t i n g  m e.  N o t h i n g 
happened to the Keke 
driver. However, I decided 
to see if  there was need to 
assist him."I did not know 
that the driver was used as a 

zoomed off  to report the 
matter to the nearest Police 
station but the hoodlums, 
j o i n e d  b y  s o m e 
motorcyclists ran after him, 
and allegedly blocked him 
a t  M i s s i o n  H i l l  a n d 
allegedly robbed him of  
N200, 000 and $15,000 as 
well as other items inside 
the bag of  his US returnee-
son, stealing a Movedo 
wris twatch and other 
valuables opposite Okigwe 
park.

He further stated that 
after the ugly incident, he 
reported to the Police 
Command Umuahia that 
led to alleged arrest of  
some suspects.

When contacted by text 
messages for confirmation, 
the Police Public Relations 
Off icer  of  Abia State 
Command, Mr. Geoffrey 
Ogbonna did not respond.
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Hoodlums rob traditional ruler, son in Umuahia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

Three notorious bandits
surrender AK-47 rifles,
live ammunitions

Hoodlums kill two policemen
in Akwa Ibom

Woman chains mentally-ill
daughter in Abia

Inspection of damaged property at the burnt World Bank Housing Estate Police Station, Aba.

During the surrendering of assault rifles by the repentant bandits at the Zamfara State Govt House, Gusau.

The mentally-ill girl, Ada after
been released from shackles

By Ikenna Orioha

Mortuary attendant held
over missing body

Police apprehend man, 23 for
alleged murder
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News Analysis

ba, the commercial 

Anerve centre of  
eastern Nigeria is 

one of  the richest cities in 
the country. It is famous 
around West Africa and 
beyond for its business and 
manufacturing prowess. 

The administration of  
Dr. Sam Mbakwe of  the old 
Imo State which lasted from 
1979-1983, transformed the 
city into a commercial 
paradise to the joy of  all 
business loving Igbo people.

Pe r p l ex i n g ly,  s i n c e  
Mbakwe's administration 
got  t r uncated by the 
military in 1983, Aba's 
environment; especially her 
road infrastructure has 
remained characteristically 
f i l thy-f i l led,  smell ing,  
disgusting environment and 
in deplorable conditions 
which totally contradict the 
inherent richness.

The city was designed to 
be the commercial and 
industrial nerve centre of  
eastern region by the 
co lon ia l  gover nment ,  
complemented by the old 
e a s t e r n  r e g i o n a l  
government and crowned 
by the then old Imo state 
government.

Its commercial identity, 
industrial, economic and 
homemade technological 
profile is second to none 
among all cities in Nigeria, 
but it has experienced more 

neglect than other money 
spinning commercial cities 
within Nigeria.

Major industries have 
disappeared with most of  
t h e m  r e l o c a t i n g  t o  
neighboring states who 
offer better environment, 
s e c u r i t y  a n d  p e o p l e  
o r i e n t e d  g ove r n m e n t  
c e n t e r e d  o n  v i s i b l e  
infrastructure that aid 
businesses and industries.

With all her creativity 
a n d  i n g e n u i t y  i n  
manufacturing of  all kinds 
of  things from leather 
wears, clothing to all kinds 
of  fabrication engineering, 
Aba degenerated into a city 
divided between roads, 
slums, artificial marshes 
and mountainous roadside 
refuse dump sites.

From the creation of  
Abia State in 1991 till when 
civilians returned to power 
in 1999, the people of  the 
state and other business 
oriented settlers have been 
praying for a man, a leader 
with the spirit of  late Dr. 
Sam Mbakwe.

Aba still remembers 
Mbakwe for the role he 
played in tackling the 
Ndiegoro Disaster which 
gave him the title, "The 
Weeping Governor."

Prior to the coming of  Dr. 
Okezie Ikpeazu in 2015, 
Abia people have seen 
Senator Orji Uzor Kalu's 
administration from 1999-
2003, they also saw the 

administration of  Senator 
Theodore Orji from 2007-
2015.

The 16 years of  Senator 
Orji Uzor-Kalu and Senator 
Theodore Orji were years of  
regret that no Abian will 
dream of  returning to. 
Every social amenity got 
spoilt and the remaining 
road infrastructure left by 
Mbakwe decayed. 

Everything about Aba 
contradicts what the city 
ought to be or used to be. It 
is very ironical that a city so 
rich and blessed with 
factories all over her major 
roads and streets suddenly 
became home for beggars 
and petty thieves.

Aba became a strange 
city for every Igbo man who 
knows what Igbo culture is 
all about, as beggars took 
over every major entrances 
of  the city making life 
difficult for pedestrians and 
demonstrating a culture 
very alien to Ndigbo.

Factories started pulling 
out, industries started 
folding, and businessmen 
even started relocating 
when the security situation 
of  the city got out of  hand.

The first impression you 
get while entering into Aba 
t h r o u g h  U y o ,  P o r t  
Harcourt, Enugu or Owerri 
routes are deplorable roads, 
annoying panhandling at 
t h e  p o p u l a r  " B a t a  
Junction", unkempt small 
business encampments on 

the streets, dirt, trash and 
smelling environment with 
people hustling, eating and 
smiling in it as though it is 
normal and standard way of  
life.

Aba's existence dates 
back to pre-colonial era, but 
this wonderful city of  many 
opportunities nicknamed 
the "Japan of  Africa" has an 
arrested development and is 
now arguably Nigeria's 
capital of  filth, as it is 
currently decaying and 
pleading for help.

The original landlords of  
Aba who are indigenous 
people of  the communities 
that make up Aba like 
I h i e o r j i ,  A b a - U k w u ,  
O b u d a ,  O h a b i a m ,  
U m u a g b a i ,  N n e t u ,  
E z i u k w u ,  N d i e g o r o,  
Eziama and Ohazu will still 
be wondering how their 
once so prosperous city 
declined rapidly.

Important roads within 
the city like Ngwa Road, 
Por t  Harcour t  Road,  
Ohanku Road, Obohia 
Road,  Omuma Road,  
Ohazu Road, Cemetery 
Road, Eziukwu Road, 
Uratta Road and many 
others became nightmares 
with adjoining streets 
rapidly converted into dare-
devils ghettos where all 
manner of  things happen.

News Echo reports that the 
conditions of  some human 
habitats in Aba cannot even 
be comparable to some of  

the worst slums and war 
ravaged countries in Africa. 

Vultures were openly 
scavenging on heaps of  
refuse in the middle of  the 
city road, as trash were 
found on almost every 
junction and piles of  human 
waste littering many streets 
and getting ran over by 
vehicles.

When the current Okezie 
Ikpeazu administration 
came into power in 2015, 
everyone expected a speedy 
change in the condition, but 
it was not so fast in as much 
as they tried to fix some 
roads. 

However, in the second 
tenure of  Dr. Okezie 
Ikpeazu's administration, 
lots of  abandoned roads 
that were impassable for 
over two decades are 
beginning to take a new 
shape. Residents who were 
knowledgeable during the 
Mbakwe administration are 
b e g i n n i n g  t o  m a k e  
comparisons. 

T h r e e  w e e k s  a g o ,  
Ikpeazu commissioned 
quadruplet of  roads in Aba 
in continuation of  the urban 
renewal programme of  the 
city. Among the roads 
commissioned included: 
Ojike Lane, Eziukwu road, 
Chisco Link and Milverton 
Avenue all in Aba South 
Local Government Area.

Everyone in the city 
knew the  in teres t  in  
Eziukwu road, as it leads to 

Eziukwu Market (cemetery 
market), the second largest 
market in Abia State, after 
the Ariaria International 
Market.

O t h e r  r o a d s  
commissioned were: Osusu 
road in Over-Rail axis of  the 
city which is now a shortcut 
to Ariaria International 
Market, Egege road, off  
Ama-Ohafia and Ebemma 
Street in Ogbor-Hill area.

A week after the above 
mentioned roads were 
commissioned, Ikpeazu 
continued with his Aba 
Urban Renewal Project 
across the five Local 
Government Area dotting 
the commercial city.

News Echo reports that 
prior to Ikpeazu's urban 
renewal programme roads 
in the f ive LGAs of  
Ugwunagbo, Osisioma 
Ngwa, Obingwa, Aba 
North and Aba South 
making up parts of  the city 
were all high way to the 
grave, as all that was built by 
old Imo State was never 
improved upon.

Aba has 10 major urban 
settlements: Abayi, Over-
Rail, Ogbor-Hill, Ndiegoro 
(Ngwa road, Ohanku, 
Obohia, Port Harcourt 
road), Ariaria (Umule, 
U m u o c h a m ,  F a u l k s ,  
Powerline and MCC road), 
Okpu-Umuobo, Owerri-
Aba, Aba Metropolis, 
Eziama and Main Osisioma 

Aba: Ikpeazu reinventing 
Mbakwe's wheel of development 
By Nonye Udimiri

Mbakwe Ikpeazu

Continues on pg 9
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T o w n s  ( U m u o d e ,  
Umuojima, Umuatako and 
Eke-Akpara roads).

All the listed urban 
settlements fall within the 
above five LGAs that 
Ikpeazu has intensified the 
Aba urban renewal project, 
he recently began through 
the reconstruction of  age 
long dilapidated roads 
within the commercial city.

In continuation of  this 
urban renewal project, the 
age long dilapidated Ngwa 
road, Ohanku road, Port 
Harcourt road, Udeagbala 
road and Railway axis of  
Ehi road, Cameroon road, 
Market road and Clifford 
road off  Eziukwu Market 
road are all currently under 
construction.

News Echo monitored the 
ongoing works and reports 
that the new drainage under 
construction in Ngwa road 
is currently being linked up 
with the Aba Master Plan 
drainage at Asa-Triangle 
off  Obohia road which 
connects all storm water 
towards Aba River.

"Well, I've lived in this 
city for over 40 years. I 
wasn't born here although, 
but I arrived here at the age 

of  17 when I came to serve 
my master. The truth is that 
a lot of  things are wrong 
with Aba and all that are 
wrong have to do with bad 
governance.

"Take it or you leave it, 
Abia looks like a cursed 
state when it comes to 
leadership. They've never 
gotten it right. However, be 
that as it may, I think 
Ikpeazu is taking Aba 
somewhere. 

"I don't know if  he can 
wake up tomorrow and 
stop, but with what's on 
ground, he'll write his name 
in gold if  he can complete 
all these road projects we're 
seeing now.

"I've said it times without 
number that Abia is the 
easiest state to govern. The 
people do not need any 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
empowerment. All they ask 
of  on daily basis is good 
road. I've never heard Aba 
man say give us job! They 
know how to create job. 

"If  we have 15 million 
persons in Aba, I can tell 
you that over 13 million are 
business people who are self  
employed and only need 
favorable policies and 
infrastructure to succeed. 

"Hence our customers 

can locate our business 
centres, buy their goods, 
and move them out without 
t h e  u s u a l  b a d  r o a d  
impediment. Who cares 
w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  
government house? 

"Honestly I wish Ikpeazu 
well because the massive job 
a t  N g wa  r o a d ,  Po r t  
Harcourt road and the 
ambitious ones in Ohanku, 
Omuma and Obohia are 
go ing  to  change  the  
landscape of  Aba," Nze 
Clement Agbasimere, a 
businessman said.

Reacting to series of  
construction works going 
on in the state, Abia 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Information, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu said that his 
boss, Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu 
builds to last.

"Governor Ikpeazu takes 
time to ensure that he 
crosses every't' and dots the 
'i '  in a project he is 
executing. In Aba in 
particular, he wants to see a 
g o o d  s t o r m  w a t e r  
management system in 
place along every road his 
administration is handling.

"This is what he is doing 
along Ngwa Road in Aba. It 
was always easier to listen to 
t h e  n o i s e  a n d  s e n d  

caterpillars to Ngwa Road 
to excavate and asphalt the 
road for applause but not 
this governor. 

"You must show him the 
path for water to drain to 
waterside seamlessly before 
proceeding to do other 
things. That's why we say 
#IkpeazuSabiTheWork 
a n d  A b i a  i s  m ov i n g  
forward.

"If  we finish with Ngwa 
Road, we don't expect the 
next two administrations to 
come back to the road. That 
way, we have effectively 
a d d e d  t o  t h e  r o a d  
infrastructure stock of  the 
state. 

"Investors know that and 
they are heading to Abia in 
good numbers. Don't sell 
that your property along 
Ngwa, Port Harcourt, 
Ohanku and Obohia Roads 
yet. You are about to hit the 
financial jackpot because 
the people of  Abia chose the 
right man for the job."

A n  i m p e c c a b l e  
government house source 
told News Echo that on 
F r i d a y ,  t h e  s t a t e  
government took a delivery 
of  a 40 feet container filled 
with 2000 pieces of  solar 
powered street lights from 
China.

The source said that the 
2000 pieces of  street lights 
are all for Aba and will be 
placed on completed and 
due for completion roads 
like: Osusu, Milverton, 
E z i u k w u ,  O j i k e ,  
Immaculate, Aba-Owerri 
Road.

"The Government wants 
to lighten up Aba and return 
normalcy to street life. All 
those 2000 pieces of  solar 
powered street lights will be 
placed on Aba roads. Aba 
will become a brand new 
city'', the commissioner 
stated further.

News Echo gathered that 
the work that began at Port 
H a r c o u r t  r o a d ,  a n  
abandoned Federal road 
that serves as shortcut 
between Aba Metropolis 
a n d  t h e  E n u g u - Po r t  
Harcourt Highway came 
after the state government 
made huge payment to 
Se t raco  Cons t r uc t ion  
Company handling the 
road.

Kenneth Obiechendu, a 
resident of  Port Harcourt 
road said that the Ikpeazu 
urban renewal project will 
only be complete if  he can 
recover most of  the flood 
prone areas and lauded the 
governor for the obvious 

move so far.
"For me, I usually don't 

trust government because 
of  what I've seen in Abia for 
many years. I also believe 
that Aba people judged 
Ikpeazu based on what 
they're used to seeing from 
the past governors. 

"In his first tenure, he 
didn't prove Aba people 
wrong because we didn't see 
much. We all concluded 
that we've gotten another 
wasted eight years, but to 
my g reates t  sur pr ise,  
towards the ending of  his 
f i r s t  t e nu r e  a n d  t h e  
continuation of  this second 
tenure, the man means 
business. 

"He has started move to 
recover Ndiegoro, Over-
Rail, and Ogbor-Hill. You 
know ver y  we l l  tha t  
Ndiegoro especially the 
Ohanku, Ngwa road and 
Obohia axis are flood 
prone. He's also recovering 
Umuagbai and Uratta axis. 

“This is what we want 
and if  God helps him and he 
achieves this recovery, he'll 
be spoken well of  as Sam 
Mbakwe is today. Mbakwe 
is dead, but his works 
speaks for him. Ikpeazu can 
simply emulate that."

...Mbakwe's wheel of development 

Dilapidated state of a residential area in Aba.

Continued from pg 8
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6000 youths benefit from skill acquisition, 
empowerment project in Enugu
From Chuma Austin,  
Enugu

A
bout 6000 youths 
of  Enugu State 
are expected to 

benefit from the Youth 
ICT and Skill Acquisition 
Project (YISAP) of  the 
Baywood Foundation.

Disclosing this to news-
men at Udi in Udi Local 
Government Area of  the 
state shortly after the of-
ficial opening of  the pro-
ject, the country’s direc-
tor of  the foundation, Mr. 
Chukwudi Ojielo, said 
that the training would 
involve 200 youths from 
a council area in each 
of  the three senatorial 
zones.

Ojielo said that the Udi 
council area had been 
selected to represent the 
Enugu West senatori-
al zone; Igboeze North 
council area for Enugu 
North senatorial zone 
and Enugu East council 
area for Enugu East sen-
atorial zone.

He said that at the end 
of  the training, which 
would last for three 
months, a seed fund 
would be given to the best 
100 youths among the 
600.

The country director 
revealed that the recipi-
ents of  the seed fund of  
N45,000 and N60,000, 
would be those who per-
formed exceptionally 
well  in terms of  attend -
ance and learning capac-
ity.

“Baywood Foundation 
is working in partnership 
with the Coca-cola Foun-
dation to train 600 youths 

selected from three coun-
cil areas in the three sen-
atorial zones of  the state. 
“Coca-cola Foundation 
has provided us, the Bay-
wood Foundation, with 
a grant to train the 600 
youths, including the 
physically challenged, for 
three months on various 
empowerment skills that 
do not necessarily require 
a shop for a start.

 “We would be training 
all of  the youths on how 
to leverage on technolo-
gy, the internet, as their 
mobile shop to get busi-
ness patronage and get 
empowered. “The train-
ees would be trained on 
barbing, make-up, house-
hold essentials, confec-
tionaries, photography, 
photo and video making 
and editing; ICT and 
digital marketing design 
among others.

Earlier, the Chair-
man of  Udi council 
area, Chief  Ifeanyi Agu, 
thanked the Baywood 
Foundation and the Co-
ca-Cola Foundation for 
selecting the council area 
as one of  the pilot coun-
cil areas to kick-start the 
project.

Agu, who was repre-
sented by the Supervi-
sor for Education and 
Youths, Mr. Fred Ozo, 
urged the trainees to put 
in their best and take ad-
vantage of  the opportuni-
ty provided at their door 
steps.

Covid-19 protocol defaulters being arraigned at the Mobile Court sitting in Nnewi Local 
Government Council.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
he Chairman of  
Joint Public Ser-
vice Negotiating 

Council (JPSNC), Enugu 
State chapter, Comrade 
Igbokwe Chukwuma 
Igbokwe, has described 
Governor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi as the most la-
bour friendly governor.

The former chairman, 
Trade Union Congress 
(TUC), Igbokwe who 
made this known in an 
interview said Ugwuanyi 
considered the public 

Ugwuanyi most labour-friendly 
governor

servants as stakeholders 
in the state and takes the 
welfare of  workers seri-
ously. “He is the most la-
bour friendly governor we 
have had in Enugu State. 
We get things peaceful-
ly,” Igbokwe said.

His words: “there is a 
cordial relationship be-
tween the government 
and labour.  Ugwuanyi’s 
government makes work-
ers welfare their priority.”

The Labour leader who 
commended Gov. Ug-
wuanyi for prompt pay-
ment of  worker’s salaries 
said he has been paying 

the public servants 13th 
month consistently for 
three years, saying that 
it was only last year that 
the 13th was not paid be-
cause of  COVID-19.

Igbokwe also lauded 
Ugwuanyi for holding 
meetings with Labour 
leaders periodically to 
discuss issues concerning 
the workers, pointing out 
that, “we have had meet-
ings with him for more 
than 20 times.” When any 
issue that concerns work-
ers come up, he usually 
invite us for a discussion. 
When the Paris Club 

fund came, he called us.  
Ugwuanyi gives listening 
ears to workers and that 
is why we find it difficult 
to embark on industrial 
action,” he said.

On the workers in the 
parastatals, Igbokwe said 
that they would soon 

smile as government has 
put machinery in motion 
to ensure that they equal-
ly get the new minimum 
wage of  thirty thousand 
naira, pointing out that 
the pensioners of  the 
state will benefit from the 
new arrangement.

He noted that a biom-
etric capturing of  the 
pensioners of  the para-
statals had commenced 
in earnest and by the end 
of  March, the committee 
set up for the verification 
and biometric capturing 
would have concluded 
their assignment.

By Jennifer John

A
n Owerri born pub-
lic opinion analyst, 
Bob Njemanze has 

called on the Imo State 
Government to demolish 
Okorocha’s sealed Royal 
Spring Palm hotel.

Njemanze who made 
this assertion while field-
ing questions from news-
men in Owerri posited 
that there is no suitable 
justification for the distor-
tion to the Owerri master 
plan just because of  one 
man’s insatiable quest for 
primitive acquisition of  
wealth. 

He made it clear that 
when all the recommen-
dations of  all the judicial 
panels in different sectors 
in the state are implement-
ed, it will sound a serious 
note of  warning to both 
past, serving and future 
leaders never to accumu-

late unnecessary wealth 
for their personal aggran-
dizement, especially using 
government property for 
private investment. 

“You don’t just wake up 
and because you are gov-
ernor, you acquire any 
particular place for your 

Demolish Royal Spring Palm Hotel
now – Njemanze tells Uzodimma

own personal interest. That 
place was not supposed to 
be built on. A government 
that wants to restore sanity 
will not allow the sentiment 
of  a beautiful thing that was 
set up in a wrong place to be 
suspended”, he submitted.

He berated the State 

House of  Assembly for 
being puppets of  the exec-
utive who do the bidding 
of  seating governors, no 
matter how morally un-
justified. He urged public 
office holders to follow the 
part of  honour while they 

Insecurity: Anyanwu condemns movement of 
military helicopters in Imo

S
enator Samuel 
Nnaemeka Anyan-
wu has described 

as despicable and unwar-
ranted the continued hov-
ering of  military helicop-
ters within Orlu and Orsu 
local government axis of  
Imo State.

He called on Gover-
nor Hope Uzodinma to 
immediately intervene 
to bring public sanity be-
fore it degenerates into 
another bloody clash as 

witnessed few weeks ago 
in the state, expressing 
bitterness how the South 
eastern Nigeria was grad-
ually turning to a battle 
ground.

According to him, 
such action was capable 
of  causing psychologi-
cal injury on innocent 
people owing to the fact 
that there was no proper 
notice that military hard-
wares would embark 
on such strange display 

within the affected areas.
Anyanwu further won-

dered if  there was any 
war going on in Imo state 
to warrant the military to 
unleash their personnel 
on the citizens, noting 
that such exercise inhibits 
the rights of  the people to 
free movement.

“It is wrong for the 
military to intimidate 
the people with strange 
movement of  their hard-
wares without properly 

informing the rural peo-
ple who are made up of  
peasant farmers. This ac-
tion does not only affect 
them psychologically but 
frightens them from go-
ing about their normal 
businesses”

“Governor Hope Uzo-
dinma, as the Chief  
Security Officer of  the 
state should rise fast to 
arrest the situation be-
fore innocent people are 
humiliated. Obviously, 

proper publicity would 
have been carried out to 
intimate the people about 
the ongoing military dis-
plays in those affected 
LGAs, but where that 
was not done, the mili-
tary should immediately 
withdraw their personnel 
for the sake of  peace.” 
He stated.

He therefore enjoined 
the people of  the state 
not to panic, pointing out 
that efforts were on top 
gear to reach out to rel-
evant bodies with a view 
to nipping the ugly trend 
in the bud.
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marting from what 

She described as the 
genocidal attacks by 

killer herdsmen and the 
activities of  terrorists 
especially in Igbo land, 
t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Indigenous Peoples of  
Biafra, Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, has expressed his 
readiness to die for the 
realization of  a sovereign 
state of  Biafra.

He was particularly 
miffed at the recent attack 
on members  of  the 
Eastern Security Network 
(ESN) in Orlu by Nigerian 
military and the apparent 
c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
government of  Imo State 
in failing to protect the 
p e o p l e  f r o m  b e i n g  
pounded by agents of  
Nigerian government.

Kanu, speaking in a live 
broadcast on Radio Biafra 
monitored by one of  our 
correspondents, said that 
he's ready to stand trial at 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Criminal Court, (ICC), in 
the Hague, if  defending 
B i a f r a n s  a g a i n s t  
unprovoked attacks and 
killings herdsmen and 

terrorists would warrant 
his appearance at the 
international court.

The IPOB leader spoke 
just as the militant wing of  
his organization, the 
Biafran National Guard, 
has vowed to disrupt the 
November governorship 
election in Anambra state 
unless their members 
arrested and detained by 
the Nigerian security 
agents were released.

Kanu regretted that 
h a r a s s m e n t s  a n d  
extrajudicial killings by 
security agencies have 
con t inued  unaba ted  
across Biafra land, a 
situation he described as 
unacceptable.

The IPOB Leader said 
that  the  wor ld  had 
maintained cr iminal  
silence over the plight of  
B i a f r a n s  d e s p i t e  
complaints and petitions 
by IPOB as well as 
indicting reports against 
the Nigerian Authorities 
and security agencies by 
some reputable global 
agencies including the 
UN reporter on human 
r ights  and Amnesty 
International.

He said that besides 

s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d  
persecutions and brazen 
i n f u r i a t i n g  
marginal izat ion and 
e x c l u s i o n  a g a i n s t  
Biafrans, killer herdsmen 
a n d  t e r r o r i s t s  h ave  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  r a i d  
communities in the region 
unchallenged by the 
security agencies. 

"Herdsmen will attack 
us, rape our women, 
destroy our farms, kill our 
farmers and nobody will 
arrest them but when we 
try to defend ourselves, 
government will come 
after us rolling out the 
tanks and using their 
helicopter gun boats”, he 
fumed.

The IPOB Leader who 
said that the Orlu military 
raid marked the beginning 
o f  t h e  s e c o n d  
Nigeria/Biafra war vowed 
to mobilise the people in 
defense of  their ancestral 
land “no matter the 
consequences”.  ” If  
defending our ancestral 
land against conquest by 
F u l a n i  J a n j a w e e d  
invaders will take me to 
the Hague, I am ready to 
go to the Hague”, Kanu 
thundered. 

Continuing he said: 
“The world has the 

indicting report by the UN 
Reportuer against Nigeria 
but they have not done 
anything. Do we have to 
wait until we are all killed 
b e f o r e  w e  d e f e n d  
ourselves?” 

He said he would declare 
40 days prayer and fasting 
by next week for Biafrans 
all over the world to seek 
God's presence, and for 
m o r e  s p i r i t u a l  
fortification for the task 
ahead.

Meanwhile agitators for 
an independent state of  
Biafra under the auspices 
of  "Biafran National 
Guard", the militant wing 
of  Indigenous People of  
B ia f ra  ( IPOB)  have  
threatened to disrupt 2021 
Anambra governorship 
e l e c t i o n  i f  N i ge r i a  
government declines to 
f r e e  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  
detained by the country's 
security forces.

In a statement issued on 
Sunday by the Spokesman 
of  the pro-Biafra group, 
Nsikak Akpan, said that 
t h e  r e f u s a l  b y  t h e  
government authorities to 
release the separatists 
would lead them to take 
over the state.

Akpan revealed,  "these 
Indigenous  Bia f rans  

whose human rights and 
fundamental freedom 
have continually, grossly 
being abused in the 
O n i t s h a  a n d  Aw k a  
p r i s o n s  a r e :  U c h e  
I d i k a i g b o,  M i c h a e l  
O k e z i e ,  U c h e n n a  
Nicholas, Peter Igbokwe, 
Ikechukwu Aghara, Mrs. 
Onyekachi Orji, Miss. 
Okwudiri Bassey, Chima 
Asor and Chinweike 
Irondi"

"Others are Sabastine 
Amadi, Casmir Odakara, 
Ojemba Anyanwu, Eni 
Kalu, Ndubisi Okam, 
Ikechukwu Chikwem, 
E m m a n u e l  O r j i ,  
C h u k w u m a  K a l u ,  
Chidiebere Chikwem and 
Mmaduabuchi Asika.

Akpan further explained 
that the purpose of  
forming the transitional 
parliament is, among 
others, "for the cultivation 
of  familiarity between the 
Biafran Armed Forces 
a n d  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
populace."

According to him, it 
would enable the smooth 
shift from the ongoing 
transitional government 
to the Biafran provincial 
government which is the 
independence of  the 
sovereignty of  Biafra. 

 "Biafran transitional 
parliament will be led by 
the head of  the Upper 
C h a m b e r '  a n d  t h e  
'Principal of  the Lower 
Chamber'. The mode of  
appointment of  these 
of f icers  wil l  be  the 
p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  t h e  
P r o v i s i o n a l  
Representatives", he said.

The statement further 
reads in parts: "The 
official inauguration of  
t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Re presenta t ives  and 
appointment of  Officers 
of  the Upper and Lower 
Chambers shall be held at 
a  l a t e r  d a t e  t o  b e  
announced"

" T h e  B i a f r a n  
Transitional Government 
implores the people of  
Biafra to continue with 
their unwavering support 
for the restoration of  the 
s ove r e i g n t y  o f  o u r  
beloved nation."

“This is to remind all 
and sundry that these 
Biafran prisoners of  
c onsc i enc e  un jus t ly  
detained in the Onitsha 
and Awka prisons for over 
fifteen (15) years must be 
unconditionally released 
and acquitted of  all 
charges before the first 
quarter of  the year 2021."

I can die for Biafra - Nnamdi Kanu 
…IPOB threatens to disrupt Anambra polls
By Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Awka and Austin Chuma, Enugu

Kanu 
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Imo property illegally acquired by
Rochas must be recovered
 - Group tells Uzodimma
By Ikenna Orioha

A 
Group, Orlu Po-
litical Consul-
tative Assembly 

(OPOCA), has asked Gov-
ernor Hope Uzodimma to 
take legal action to recover 
all state properties alleged-
ly acquired by Senator Ro-
chas Okorocha.

OPOCA in a media 
briefing in Owerri on 
Tuesday through its Na-
tional President, Barr. Rex 
Anunobi who is also the 
Commissioner of  Trans-
port, accused the former 
governor of  defrauding the 
state while in office.

OPOCA stated that it to-
tally condemn the “rascal-
ity, kleptocracy, ‘familioc-
racy’, fraud, senseless land 
grabbing and lawlessness 
of  a monumental order” 
displayed by Okorocha by 
invading a lawfully sealed 
property at Royal Spring 
Palm. He said that the 
property was fraudulently 
acquired by Okorocha.

“OPOCA rises to con-
demn in strong terms the 

brigandage, thuggery, hoo-
liganism and lawlessness, 
criminality unleashed 
against the state by Oko-
rocha and his domestic 
hoodlums last Sunday”.

The group posited that it 
was not happy that Oko-
rocha’s eight years in of-
fice was a disaster to the 
people who expected good 
governance, dividends of  
democracy, working in-
frastructure, functional, 
quality and affordable ed-
ucation, healthcare plus 
security of  lives and prop-
erties of  citizens of  the 
state.

OPOCA threatened to 
start a recall process that 
will remove Okorocha 
from the senate if  he failed 
to apologize to Uzodim-
ma and Imo people after 
48 hours.

The group therefore 
asked Uzodimma not to 
allow the antics of  Oko-
rocha to distract him from 
rendering good govern-
ance to Imo state in order 
to reduce poverty, hard-
ship, suffering, vulnerabil-
ity and insecurity.

Only delegates will decide my fate with Soludo,
APGA aspirant declares

The Anambra Assembly Speaker and other members at the inspection site.

From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka 

T
he Speaker, Anam-
bra State House of  
Assembly, Hon. 

Uche Okafor has stated 
that the state  Interna -
tional Conference Cen-
tre, Awka on completion 
will create massive em-
ployment opportunities 
for the youths and boost 
the internally generated 
revenue of  the state.

The Speaker disclosed 
this when he embarked 

Anambra Speaker inspects State 
Conference Centre  

on the inspection of  the 
ongoing project along-
side with members of  the 
House as part of  their 
constitutional oversight 
function.

Expressing satisfaction 
with the quality of  work 
done so far at the site, the 
Speaker said that the ar-
chitectural design of  the 
project was of  interna-
tional standard and will 
stand the test of  time.

Okafor said that the pro-
ject would be completed 
before the rainy season, 

adding that after comple-
tion, Anambra will join 
the league of  states that 
have international con-
ference centre that can 
host all kinds of  confer-
ences and conventions.

He revealed that the 
project will be on seven 
hectares of  land with a 
five star hotel designed 
for the relaxation of  
those that will be using 
the conference center and 
commended Governor 
Obiano for putting up 
such legacy project for 

the state.
Conducting the House 

members round the pro-
ject, the Commissioner 
for Housing, Architect 
Michael Okonkwo re-
vealed that the confer-
ence center with ten 
thousand seating capac-
ity has multi-purpose 
halls, auditorium, restau-
rants, museum, gallery, 
parking space that can 
accommodate over one 
thousand cars as well as 
other features that gave it 
international outlook.

Okonkwo told the 
House members that the 
conference center is one 
of  the legacy projects of  
Governor Willie Obiano 
in addition to the Umueri 
City Cargo Airport and 
Awka City Stadium the 
Governor is currently 
working on, expressing 
the hope that the Inter-
national conference cen-
tre will be delivered by 

March this year.
On his part, the Chair-

man, House Committee 
on Housing and Urban 
Development, Hon. 
Lawrence Ezeudu ob-
served that construction 
firm handling the project 
is working according to 
specification by using 
high quality materials for 
the construction of  the 
building.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

One of  the frontline 
aspirants of  the 

All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) and 
member representing the 
Aguata Federal Constit-
uency of  Anambra State, 
Hon. Chukwuma Michael 
Umeoji, has declared that 
only delegates will de-
cide between him and ex-
CBN Governor, Professor 
Charles Soludo, who will 
fly the party ticket in the 
forthcoming APGA pri-
maries.

Speaking to journal-

ists in Awka on Tuesday, 
Umeoji, said that anybody 
who has been following 
the trajectory of  the party 
since inception will know 
that APGA as a corpo-
rate movement has never 
emphasized on consen-
sus, noting that aspirants 
should lure delegates by 
what they can offer, add-
ing that he was not afraid 
of  competition.

He said: “I am optimis-
tic that APGA as a third 
largest political party in 
Nigeria will retain power 
in Anambra state through 
me.

He said, as a Leader of  

From Maduako  Eleweke,
Awka 

R
ector of  the Federal 
Polytechnic, Oko, 
Anambra State, Dr. 

(Mrs.) Francisca Nwafu-
lugo has declared that the 
institution needs infrastruc-
tural development to effec-
tively open up.

Nwafulugo stated this 
at the inauguration of  a 
1.23km road in the institu-
tion by the Federal Ministry 
of  Works. She appealed to 
the Federal Government 
to assist the institution by 
executing a 1.5km road in 
the institution to open up 
unexplored lands within the 
campus

According to her, the pro-
posed road was key to the 
development of  other in-
frastructure on the campus. 
“We quite appreciate this 
project by the Federal Min-
istry of  Works.

However, the Polytechnic 

is still in dire need of  in-
frastructural development 
including more access 
roads. “May I appeal to the 
Federal Ministry of  Works 
to still come to our aid by 
executing an access road 
of  about 1.5km linking the 
end of  this new road to the 
proposed students’ hostels, 
behind the new auditorium.

“This will enable us to 
open up the other side of  
the unexploited lands with-
in the campus. More is also 
needed at the other campus-
es: Ufuma and Atani”, she 
said.

The Minister of  Works, 
Mr. Babatunde Fashola, in 
his address said the educa-
tion sector would be ineffec-
tual without adequate infra-
structure, such as roads.

According to him, “While 
it is true that lot of  work 
needs to be done in many 
sectors of  our national life 
including education, the 
Buhari government has 

Okopoly needs infrastructural
development - Rector 

stepped up to lead the process 
of  getting that work done.

“The gap of  our infrastruc-
ture needs is steadily being 

bridged by a gradual pro-
cess of  repairs, renewal and 
construction on major high-
ways and it has reached the 
schools.”

APGA in the National As-
sembly, I can tell you the 
party now has representa-
tive members from Niger, 
Benue and Taraba States 
respectively.

According to Umeoji, 
party primaries in a dem-
ocratic government are 
about choice, the delegates 
determine who will fly the 
party ticket. The delegates 
will have to weigh their op-
tions. “So, I am not afraid 
to contest the primaries 
with Soludo and others, 
who are also aspiring to fly 
the APGA ticket”.

“My purpose of  contest-
ing the all important elec-

tion, is to continue from 
the good work, Governor 
Willie Obiano, has done so 
far to Ndi-Anambra”.

He noted that since 
APGA came into power 
16 years ago in Anambra 
State, the party has grown 
to become a formidable 
party and united to defeat 
any opposition  political 
party to continue its good 
governance for the people 
of  the state. He passed vote 
of  confidence on Governor 
Willie Obiano, in the fight 
against COVID-19 in the 
state, security, education 
and youth involvement in 
his administration.
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Obiora Okonkwo: Birth of United Nigerian 
Airways - entrepreneurial spirit of  Igbo man

he Igbo man is 

Trenowned for his 

spirit of  industry. 

He has an undying 

entrepreneurship and 

industry spirit. The Igbo 

m a n  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  t o  

development of  many 

cities in Nigeria. 

Patriots see the Igbo 

man as the most ardent 

believer in Nigeria, as he 

feels at home to invest in 

any part of  the country he 

finds himself, unlike 

people of  other races who 

find it difficult to do so, 

probably having in mind 

that the country is not one 

and that their investments 

are not secured in some 

parts of  the country.

Notwithstanding that 

the Igbo man is clearly not 

given equal opportunities 

with his peers from other 

parts of  the country, his 

undying spirit of  industry 

and entrepreneurship 

have kept him competing 

favourably with people 

from other parts of  the 

country.

Apar t  f rom other  

sectors where the Igbo 

man is doing pretty well, 

especially in the area of  

i n d u s t r y  a n d  

manufacturing, the Igbo 

man has recently taken 

aviation industry by 

storm.

First was Chief  Allen 

Onyema whose Air Peace 

airline is doing favourably 

well, another Igbo man, 

Dr. Obiora Okonkwo has 

r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  t h e  

aviation industry by 

storm with the coming 

onboard of  the United 

Nigerian Airline.

United Nigeria Airline 

is a charter carrier based 

a t  A k a n u  I b i a m  

International Airport 

Enugu.  The  a i r l ine  

commenced commercial 

operations on 12-Feb-

2021. United Nigeria 

intends to operate daily 

Lagos-Abuja, Lagos-

Asaba, Lagos-Enugu, 

Abuja-Asaba and Abuja-

Enugu services with 

Embraer ERJ145 aircraft.

This is coming at a very 

critical and difficult 

economic period when 

investors all over the 

world are contending 

w i t h  t h e  n e g a t i v e  

economic effects of  the 

coronavirus pandemic 

that ravaged the world. 

With the coming onboard 

o f  t h e  a i r l i n e,  D r.  

Okonkwo is no doubt 

lifting economic burden 

off  the shoulders of  many 

w h o  w i l l  s e c u r e  

employment with the 

airline.
D r .  O b i o r a  F .  

O k o n k w o  i s  t h e  
Chairman of  the Board 
and Chief  Executive 
Of f icer  o f  N-Glor y  
Development Limited, 
the owners and managers 
o f  T h e  D o m e  
Entertainment and Event 
Centre in Abuja Nigeria. 
He is also the Chairman 
of  Solicom Engineering, 
G i s t m e  
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  
S a g e m e t r i c s ,  a n d  
CareerNation. Through 
these companies, Dr. 
Okonkwo employs over 
300 staff  across the 
African continent and the 

United States of  America.
Part of  his academic 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
inc lude ;  Doc to r  o f  
Philosophy & Political 
Science from the Institute 
of  World Economy and 
International Relations, 
Moscow, Russia 1994 - 
1998.

Bachelor of  Science 
Degree from Russian 
Peop le s '  Fr i endsh ip  
University where he 
graduated with First 
C l a s s  H o n o r s  i n  
economics 1989 - 1993  

Nwankwo in a recent 
media chat, said the 
investment was to fill 
industry gap and unite 
Nigeria, explaining that 
the choice of  Enugu hub 
was strategic for the 
airlines' mission.

He said: “Our short-
t e r m  g o a l  i s  t o  
consolidate. You can see 
we have a base in Enugu 
a n d  w e  h a v e  t o  
consolidate, establish all 
our routes and then work 
on expansion. We want to 

expand beyond Nigeria, 
starting from the West 
Coast, just for a start. We 
have a big plan. “The 
market is huge; there is 
need for a lot of  aircraft. 
We have full load in all the 
routes we operate every 
day. 

“I guess those who are 
in the business should be 
competing with us first. 
We should be the people 
they should be worried 
about, because we are 
new. We think that within 
the next three months, we 
shall be able to expand 
our routes.”

A k a n u  I b i a m  
International Airport 
M a n a g e r ,  C e c i l i a  
Oguama, noted that 
Enugu was the right route 
to launch into the market, 
given the traffic increase 
now recorded.

“The traffic in and out 
o f  t h e  a i r p o r t  h a s  
increased tremendously. 
We are now having 
between 6,000 and 7,000 
passengers weekly. Before 

COVID-19, we had less 
than 1,000 passenger 
traffic, because we had 
only one airline then. In 
2019, we only had Air 
Peace operating, but now, 
we have four others 
opera t ing  regu lar ly,  
including United Airline.

“We have close to eight 
flights daily and United 
Airline has made Enugu 
their base, so they would 
e n j o y  t r e m e n d o u s  
support from the airport.

Meanwhile Anambra 
State Government has 
expressed excitement over 
the recent launch of  
United Nigeria Airlines 
by one of  its indigenes, 
Dr. Obiora Nwankwo.

The state government 
while commending the 
founder on the feat, 
described him as a worthy 
son of  the state, adding 
that only a courageous 
a n d  a u d a c i o u s  
entrepreneur can launch 
an airline anywhere in the 
world today, in view of  
the state of  the industry 

worldwide as occasioned 
b y  t h e  c o r o n av i r u s  
pandemic.

A statement by the 
state commissioner for 
Information and Public 
Enlightenment, Mr. Don 
Adinuba stated that 
N wa n k w o  d e s e r ve s  
commendation for the 
bold move, while calling 
on him to consider 
m a k i n g  A n a m b r a   
headquar ters of  the 
airline, as the state 
prepares to launch the 
Anambra International 
Cargo Airport.

Adinuba in the release 
said, “He (Nwankwo) is 
f o l l ow i n g  w i t h  t h e  
footsteps of  another great 
ambassador of  Anambra 
S t a t e,  C h i e f  A l l e n  
Onyema, chairman Air 
Peace Airlines, who is 
increasing his fleet from 
27 to 40 aircrafts, despite 
the current turbulent state 
of  the global airline 
business.

“We are confident that 
United Nigeria Airlines 
will take the aviation 
industry by storm, as Air 
Peace has done since 
2013, especially with 
regard to the safety 
record, schedule integrity 
and quality ground and 
in-flight services.”

The release further 
disclosed that, “The 
government and people 
of  Anambra State are 
happy that both United 
Nigeria and Air Peace are 
committed to the right 
values. While Air Peace is 
irrevocably committed to 
peace in Nigeria and 
elsewhere, United Nigeria 
Airlines is unabashedly 
dedicated to Nigeria's 
unity and integration.

“Nigeria needs peace 
and unity more than other 
things at this point in its 
history. Without peace 
and unity, no nation can 
achieve progress.

He disclosed that Chief  
Onyema of  Air Peace has 
pledged to build a hanger 
at Anambra International 
Cargo Airport still under 
construction. He posited 
that the hanger will cause 
a  lo t  o f  loca l  and  
international carriers to 
bring their equipment to 
t h e  a i r p o r t  f o r  
maintenance and repairs.

“We are calling on Dr. 
Okonkwo to consider 
making Anambra Airport 
the headquarters of  his 
United Nigeria Airlines 
o p e r a t i o n s , ”  t h e  
commissioner pleaded.

By Uzoma Ogoke

Okonkwo
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A
bia state government 
has urged teachers in 
the state to resume 

classes, by March 1, 2020, 
saying that it had paid one 
mi l l ion  Nai ra  be tween 
December 2020 and January 
2021, to settle arrears of  
salaries, owed teachers in the 
state Teachers in the state had 
gone on an indefinite strike to 
press home the demand for 
the payment of  arrears of  
salaries owed them. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Information, Chief  John 
Okiyi Kalu, who disclosed 
t h i s  i n  a 
s t a t e m e n t , 
explained that the 
gover nment  is 
committed to the 
payment of  the 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
arrears of  salaries 
and urged the 
t e a c h e r s  t o 
reciprocate the 
g e s t u r e  b y 
resuming duties 
on March 1.

Okiyi  Kalu 

further explained 

t h a t  t h e 

gover nment  is 

also set to pay the 

Teachers' Salary 

Structure, TSS, before the 

end of  the week. In his 

words; “The Abia State 

Gover nment  wi shes  to 

appreciate teachers in the 

State for their understanding 

in the processes we have 

i n i t i a t e d  t o  c l e a r  t h e 

outstanding emoluments 

be ing  owed  them.  “To 

d e m o n s t r a t e  o u r 

commitment to this cause, 

the government has already 

paid a total of  N1.1bn in 

salary arrears to the teachers 

between December 2020 and 

now, and is set to further pay 

their TSS within the week. 

“Based on the foregoing, we 

cal l  on the teachers  to 

reciprocate government 

gestures, and show a further 

sense  o f  pat r io t i sm by 

returning to classes on March 

1, 2021.” The Commissioner 

added that the government is 

determined to improve the 

welfare of  teachers in the 

state as agreed with them.

h e  E k i t i  S t a t e TUniversa l  Bas ic 
Education Board 

(SUBEB), has told teachers 
in public primary schools 
who refused postings to 
r ural  areas  to res ign. 
SUBEB lamented  the 
lopsidedness created over 
the refusal of  teachers to go 
to rural areas thereby 
concentrating them in the 
cities at the expense of  
rural schools, saying the 
board would undertake a 
redistribution policy to 
correct the imbalance. 

T h e  S U B E B 
Chairman, Prof. Femi 
Akinwumi, said this in 
Ikogosi, Ekiti West Local 
g ove r n m e n t  a r e a ,  o n 
Monday, while flagging off  
a  f i v e - d a y  t r a i n i n g 
programme for primary 
schools' Quality Assurance 
Officers held at the Ikogosi 
Wa r m  S p r i n g  Re s o r t 
Centre. The Chairman 
revealed that the standard 
of  education has improved 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  u n d e r 
Governor Kayode Fayemi 
since 2018, compared to 
w h a t  wa s  o b t a i n a b l e 
during the immediate past 
government. “We don't 
have teachers in local areas 
while they are in surplus in 
our cities, particularly Ado 
Ekiti. This lopsidedness is a 
major problem and we 
have to embark on teachers' 

redistribution. If  we don't 
use a radical approach, we 
won't go far. “We have 
teachers that are sufficient 
in primary schools, but the 
question to ask is, have 
those  teachers  in  the 
v i l l ages  commit ted  a 
crime? “The new policy 
now is,  is  either they 
honour the postings we are 
going to do or they tender 
their resignation. Some 
believe they can influence, 
but in this exercise, we are 
going to transfer those who 
t h o u g h t  t h e y  a r e 
untouchable”. 

Speaking about the 
importance of  the training, 
A k i n w u m i  s a i d 
productivity and efficiency 
are necessary ingredients 
for schools to perform, 
a d d i n g  t h a t  q u a l i t y 
assurance is required to 
enhance quality teaching, 
for good performances by 
p u p i l s  i n  e x t e r n a l 
examinations. “Ekiti has 
the best teachers-pupils 
ratio in Nigeria, which is 1 
to 28. It is even 1 to 14 in 
our rural schools. With 
this, we have no reason 
why we should not have the 
best  resul ts  in  publ ic 
examinations. “Before 
Governor Fayemi came, 
counterpart funding not 
paid, salary and pension 
not paid, promotion not 
r egu la r,  t ra in ing  and 

retraining of  staff  went to a 
halt for four years causing 
poor performances of  
pupils.  But today, the 
governor has paid arrears 
of  2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 
a n d  p a r t l y  2 0 2 1 
promotions.  “Qual i ty 
assurance is the best way to 
achieve the best in any 
organisation. If  we are 
doing much in all areas, but 
we can' t  monitor and 
ensure we are gett ing 
quality, then things will go 
wrong”. 

T h e  E x e c u t i v e 

Secretary, Universal Basic 

Education Commission, 

D r  H a m i d  B o b o y i , 

r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e 

Southwest Zonal Director, 

Dr.  P.  A.  Oyedokun, 

d e s c r i b e d  q u a l i t y 

assurance as the best way to 

strengthen education at the 

primary level, being the 

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  e ve r y 

academic pursuit. He said: 

“ E f f e c t i v e  s c h o o l 

monitoring will boost the 

capacities and having these 

quality assurance officers 

will help in evaluating the 

performances of  pupils, 

teachers and schools in 

g e n e r a l ,  f o r  b e t t e r 

performances.”

…Lagging 
oss of  heat by conduction through Lthe walls of  an oven is reduced by 
constructing it with double walls. 

The space between is packed with slag 
wool or glass fibre. These substances are 
not only very poor conductors but also 
have the merit of  being nonflammable. 
Material of  low thermal conductivity used 
for the purpose of  preventing heat loss is 
called lagging. Extensive use has been 
made in the past of  asbestos mixed with 
plaster for the lagging of  steam boilers, hot-
water storage tanks, and pipes. Where such 
installations are dealt with today, 
precautions are taken to avoid health 
hazards from asbestos dust, and increasing 
use is being made of  other materials. 
Similarly, cold-water pipes are lagged with 
strips of  felt or sacking to prevent freezing 
during very cold weather.

A stone floor or cement floor feels cold 
to the feet, but a rug or carpet on the same 
floor feels warm. This is explained by 
noting that the cement floor is a good 
conductor and conducts away heat from 
our bare feet and so the feet feel cold.

Convection
Convection is the transfer of  heat due to 

the bulk movement of  molecules within 
fluids (gases and liquids), including molten 
rock (rheid). Convection includes sub-
mechanisms of  advection (directional 
bulk-flow transfer of  heat), and diffusion 
(non-directional transfer of  energy or mass 
particles along a concentration gradient). 

Convection cannot take place in most 
solids because neither bulk current flows 
nor significant diffusion of  matter can take 
place. Diffusion of  heat takes place in rigid 
solids, but that is called heat conduction. 
Convection, additionally may take place in 
soft solids or mixtures where solid particles 
can move past each other. 

Convection can be qualified in terms of  
being natural, forced, gravitational, 
granular, or thermomagnetic. It may also 
be said to be due to combustion, capillary 
action, or Marangoni and Weissenberg 
effects. Heat transfer by natural convection 
plays a role in the structure of  Earth's 
atmosphere, its oceans, and its mantle. 
Discrete convective cells in the atmosphere 
can be seen as clouds, with stronger 
convection resulting in thunderstorms. 
Natural convection also plays a role in 
stellar physics. 

The convection mechanism is also used 
in cooking, when using a convection oven, 
which uses fans to circulate hot air around 
food in order to cook the food faster than a 
conventional oven. 

 
Application

This can be observed in land and sea 
breezes near the coastal areas. When one 
talks at times at night, it is heard over a long 
distance.

Radiation
This is the transfer of  heat through a 

vacuum without a material medium. 
Molecules are not involved. No material 
medium is necessary. Its applications 
include; a person wearing a dark-colored 

jacket in the tropicals or during hot 
weather. The dark jacket absorbs heat very 
easily from the sun and makes the wearer 
uncomfortable. Dull materials and colours 
are good absorbers of  heat while silvery 
and bright colours are good radiators of  
heat.

The thermos flask

A vacuum flask (also known as a Dewar 
flask, Dewar bottle, thermos or vacuum 
flask) is an insulating storage vessel that 
greatly lengthens the time over which its 
contents remain hotter or cooler than the 
flask's surroundings. The vacuum flask 

consists of  
t wo  f l a s k s ; 
o n e  i s  p l a c e d w i t h i
n the other and joined at the neck. The gap 
between the two flasks is partially 
evacuated of  air, creating a near-vacuum 
which significantly reduces heat transfer 
by conduction or convection. 

Vacuum flasks are used domestically, to 
keep beverages hot or cold for extended 
periods of  time, and for many purposes in 
industry. 

Note:
When light (radiation) falls on objects, 

it's partly (a) reflected (b) transmitted (c) 
absorbed.

Good and bad absorbers
Some surfaces absorb radiation better 

than others e.g. dull black surfaces, white 
shiny surfaces are good reflectors and 
radiators.

Good and bad emitters
The rate at which heat is radiated by a 

body depends on;
1. Its temperature.
2. Its surface area.
3. Its nature.

It  is  found that dull  black bodies 
radiate/absorb more heat and highly 
polished bodies emit the least heat.

Abia govt begs teachers to
call off strike

Ekiti govt to teachers: Resign if 
you can't work in rural areas

Ikpeazu
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i g e r i a  c o a c h , 

NGernot Rohr has 
given reasons why 

the Super Eagles cannot win 
the World Cup with the 
current crop of  players.

N i g e r i a  h a d  o n l y 
succeeded in reaching the last 

uper Falcons have 

Swon the Festival 
Wo m e n ' s  C u p 

2021 in Antalya, Turkey 
with a 9-0 comprehensive 
win over Equitorial Guinea.

Barcelona forward, 
Asisat Oshoala, scored four 
of  the nine goals.

Falcons, Equatorial 
Guinea, Uzbekistan and 
CSKA Moscow Ladies 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
competition.

Falcons f inished as 
champions with maximum 
nine points from three 
matches, scoring 11 goals 
and conceding none.

Glory Ogbonna opened 
the scoring for the nine-time 
African champions in the 
ninth minute before captain 
Oshoala scored two goals 
from the spot in the 12th and 
13th minutes, and then 
added a third in the 26th 
minute.

Uchenna Kalu made it 
5-0 in the 36th minute, while 
Eibar  forward Char i ty 
Adule scored the sixth goal 
with a fine header three 
minutes later.

The hardworking Toni 
P a y n e ' s  4 3 r d  m i n u t e 
thunderous strike, after 
shielding off  two of  her 
opponents, ensured that the 
Falcons took a seven-goal 
advantage into the half  time 
break.

Falcons coach Randy 
Waldrum brought on Gift 
M o n d a y ,  R a m a t 
A b d u l k a r e e m ,  E s t h e r 
S u n d a y  a n d  M a r y a m 
Ibrahim for  Chiwendu 
Ihezuo, Chidinma Okeke, 
Payne and Kalu respectively, 
ensuring all the 23 players 
for the tournament had a 
taste of  action.

The Nigerians, however, 
took their foot off  the pedal 
in the second half  but still 
scored two goals to confine 
Equatorial Guinea, two-
time African champions, to 
a humiliating defeat.

Substitute Gift, who 
plays for Robo FC in the 

domestic league, scored the 
eighth goal in the 69th 
minute, before Oshoala 
grabbed her fourth of  the 
game in the 85th minute to 
cap an emphatic win for the 
African champions.

Two  m i nu t e s  l a t e r 
Equatoguinean defender 
G i n a  w a s  g i v e n  t h e 
marching orders after a 
h a r s h  t a c k l e  o n  t h e 
r a m p a g i n g  R a m a t 
Abdulkareem on the left 
flank.

With the result, the 
Falcons became the first 
African team to win the 
tournament, following three 
straight wins.

W a l d r u m ' s  s i d e 
defeated CSKA Moscow 
Ladies 1-0 in their opening 
game of  the tournament 
before beating Uzbekistan 
by the same margin in their 
second encounter.

Oshoala attributed the 
performance to the hard 

work of  the players.
“As a team I'm really 

happy and also with the 
attitude the girls put up in the 
tournament because we 
came all out to make sure we 
had fun.

“Also, we worked very 
hard. We just want to make 
sure that we give our best 
and keep getting good results 
and goals as much as we 
can,” Oshoala told NFF 
Media.

Uzbekistan and CSKA 
Moscow will play the final 
game of  the group later 
today to determine who 
finishes runners-up to the 
Falcons.

Uzbekistan and CSKA 
both have three points but 
the Uzbeks have a superior 
goal difference of  +4.

Equatorial finished the 
competition without a point, 
a f t e r  l o s i n g  a l l  t h r e e 
matches.

ulian Nagelsmann is at 

Jthe top of  Tottenham's 
wish list should they 

opt to sack Jose Mourinho 
according to reports.

Pressure is mounting on 
the Portuguese manager 
following a poor run of  form 
that has seen the north 
London side lose five of  
their last six.

Mourinho is currently 

favourite in the sack race, 
although it is understood he 
retains the support of  club 
chief  Daniel Levy.

Tottenham had looked 
well placed to mount a title 
challenge in December, but 
have since fallen away and 
may now miss out on the top 
four.

The next four games are 
crucial  for Mourinho's 

T h e  3 3 - y e a r - o l d 
German is hailed as one of  
Europe's  top managers 
despite his tender age.

Las t  season  he  l ed 
Leipzig to the semi-finals of  
the Champions League for 
the first time.

En route they knocked 
out Mourinho's Tottenham 
– winning both legs to ensure 
a 4-0 aggregate success.

Leipzig are well placed 
in the Bundesliga as they sit 
just  two points behind 
leaders Bayern Munich.

The German is  not 
prepared to walk out on a job 
midseason, which could yet 
be to Mourinho's advantage.

Nagelsmann is expected 
to leave Leipzig in the not 
too distant future with a host 
of  top clubs eyeing his 
services.

Despite the downturn in 
r e s u l t s  M o u r i n h o  h a s 
defended himself  and his 

an United is set for Manother piece of  
b u s i n e s s  t h i s 

summer after another super 
show from Jesse Lingard… 
and the options continue to 
grow for him to move on at the 
end of  this season.

Better  s t i l l  Manchester 
United might yet want him 

back to take Juan Mata's spot 
in the squad, while West Ham 
could also try to sign him 
permanently.

Now sources are indicating 
that there is some interest from 
Leicester  City,  who wil l 
cont inue  to  moni tor  h i s 
situation for the rest of  the 
season ahead of  a potential bid.

f u t u r e  a s  t h e y  p l a y 
Wolfsberger in the Europa 
League before taking on 
B u r n l e y,  F u l h a m  a n d 
Crystal Palace in the league.

As a result the club have 
drawn up contingency plans 
and identified current RB 
Leipzig boss Nagelsmann as 
the ideal man to possibly 
take over, according to 
reports.

staff  while insisting there is 
no crisis.

“Mine and my coaching 
staff  methods are second to 
nobody in the world,” he 
said after defeat at West 
Ham on Sunday.

“I don't know what you 
mean by crisis.

“If  crisis is frustration 
and sadness in the dressing 
room then I believe so and I 
think we all showed that.

“When a team fights the 
way the team did in trying to 
get a different result it's never 
a group crisis.”

because many of  the players 
are not playing in top clubs.

“We are not ready to win 
the World Cup, for several 
r e a s o n s , ”  R o h r  t o l d 
newsmen.

“ F r a n c e  i s  t h e 
champions at the moment, 
where are they are playing? 
They are playing in PSG, 

Deputy Speaker Imo 
S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

Amara Chyna Iwuanyanwu, 
has commended the players, 
officials and management of  
Heartland Football Club 
Ower r i ,  fo r  pu t t ing  up 
impressive performance in 
their week eleven league game 
o f  t h e  N P F L  a g a i n s t 
Sunshine Stars in Akure, 
Ondo state.

The DSP who was present 
at the match venue to 
support the team said 
t h a t  h e  s aw  t h e 
determination and 
the zeal to win and 
make the State proud 
despite the antics 
employed by the 
home team to win at 
all cost.

H e  s a i d  t h a t 
despi te  that ,  the 
Naze Millionaires 
stood their ground 
and the game ended 
in a 1-1 draw. He 
urged the people of  
the state to keep 
praying for the team 
as the state government has 
embarked on steps towards 
repositioning the team.

Iwuanyawu said the state 
G o v e r n o r  S e n .  H o p e 
Uzodimma has mandated the 
I f e a n y i  C h u k u d i  l e d 
management and coaches to 

ensure that Heartland returns 
back to its glorious days when 
the brand was a house hold 
name in the country.

The House Committee 
chairman on sports said that 
there are some things he has 
been able to do in his capacity 
especially in the remodeling 
of  the Dan Anyiam Stadium 
in a record time.

He cited that internationa 
best practices was adopted in 
re-roofing the gymnasium 

building at the stadium and 
ensuring that Dan Anyiam 
and Okigwe stadia were ready 
for the current football season 
which were impossible in the 
past.

T h e  N w a n g e l e 
representative said the state 
government's investment in 
s p o r t s  d e ve l o p m e n t  i s 
beginning to grow fruit in 
some other aspects of  sports 
in the state, and urged the 
team to go all out to defeat 
Dakkada FC on Wednesday 
in week 12 encounter of  the 
game in Owerri.

year deal with the senior 
national team means he 
could lead the three-time 
African champions to their 
next World Cup.

But the German is of  the 
opinion that his team cannot 
win football's highest title 

“So what we have in 
Nigeria for example, we have 
our players in Fulham, in 
West Bromwich. It's not 
Bayern Munich, Liverpool, 
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d  o r 
Barcelona. But the other ones 
have their players there. So it 
would be a miracle if  we 
actually win the World Cup.”

16 of  the global tournaments 
in 1994, 1998 and 2002.

Under Rohr's watch, the 
Super Eagles crashed out of  
the competition at the group 
stage after losing to Croatia 
and Argentina.

And Rohr's recent two-

Bayern Munich. Four of  
them are world champions at 
their clubs also

“So when you have so 
many of  your players from 
your countries playing in the 
best clubs, so the probability 
that you also have one of  the 
best teams in the world is 
very big.
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Nigeria cannot win World
Cup – Gernot Rohr

Super Falcons win Antalya tourney,
thrash Equitorial Guinea 9-0

Imo Deputy Speaker extols Heartland
players, officials

Leicester target Man Utd outcast

Tottenham set to replace Mourinho

Deputy Speaker IMHA, Rt. Hon. Iwuanyanwu (centre) at the Dan
Anyiam Stadium.

Rohr

Super Falcons at the Antalya tourneySuper Falcons at the Antalya tourneySuper Falcons at the Antalya tourney

Mourinho
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h e  S e n a t e ,  o n TTuesday, confirmed 
the appointment of  

former service chiefs as non-
c a r e e r  a m b a s s a d o r s -
designate.

T h e i r  c o n f i r m a t i o n 
followed the consideration of  
the report of  the Senate 
Commi t t ee  on  Fore ign 
Affairs, Senator Mohammed 
Bulkachuwa.

P r e s i d e n t ,  A h m a d 
Lawan, had on February 10, 
directed the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs to confirm 
General Abayomi Olonisakin 
(retd.) (Ekiti); Lt-Gen. Tukur 
Buratai (retd.) (Borno); Vice 
Admiral Ibok- Ette Ibas 
(retd.) (Cross River; Air 
M a r s h a l  S a d i q u e 
Abubakar(retd.) (Bauchi); 
a n d  A i r  V i c e  M a r s h a l 
Muhammad S. Usman (retd.) 
( K a n o )  a s  n o n - c a r e e r 
ambassadors of  the Federal 
Republic of  Nigeria.

A n  a t t e m p t  b y  t h e 
Minority Leader, Senator 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, to draw 
the attention of  his colleagues 
to a petition against their 
confirmation was stopped by 
the President of  Senate, 
Ahmad Lawan.

A b a r i b e  h a d  a s k e d 
Bulkachuwa, to explain why 
the petition against them was 
dismissed but Lawan said the 
petition lacked merit.

 Bu lkachuwa in  h i s 

h e  P e o p l e s TDemocratic Party 
PDP Imo State, has 

condemned the bloody gun 
b a t t l e  w h i c h  r e c e n t ly 
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e 
between suppor ters  of  
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
a n d  G o v e r n o r  H o p e 
Uzodimma where they 
were engaged in a bizarre 
sporadic shooting over the 
sealing of  Royal Spring 

tragic and excruciating 
experience ranging from the 
recent military invasion in 
Orlu which led to loss of  
l i ve s  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s , 
insecurity and other forms 
of  gruesome attacks leading 
to breakdown of  peace and 
order in the state”. 

T h e  r e c e n t  v i o l e n c e 
perpetrated by supporters of  
Senator Rochas Okorocha 
a n d  G o v e r n o r  H o p e 

peace and tranquility.
“It  is  indeed,  highly 

despicable that under the 
present administration, Imo 

Palm Estate hotel, Akachi, 
by the Government.

In a release signed by the 
P u b l i c i t y  S e c r e t a r y, 
Ogubundu Nwadike and 
made available to newsmen, 
it  stated, “It  is  highly 
disgusting that the present 
APC government in the 
state has turned Imo into a 
terror zone, theatre of  war 
and conflict. In recent times, 
Imolites have had the most 

Uzodimma has stirred up 
tension and apprehension in 
the state thereby toppling 
the atmosphere of  saturated 

State which used to be the 
center and cynosure of  
public peace and orderliness 
has turned into a jungle of  
terror where hooliganism, 
rascality, thuggery and 
abuse of  the dignity of  
human peace have become 
the order of  the day”. 

 “We hereby urged the 
federal government to call 
the duo to order to avoid a 
total breakdown of  law and 
order in Imo State before it's 
too late”, the release read.

 pressure  g roup, 

AMezie Owerri, a pan 
Owerri, frontline, 

socio-cultural association has 
urged Imo State governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma to 
ensure adequate security of  
life and property of  all living 
in the state. 

The group made the clarion 

call  in a message made 
available to journalists in 
Owerri. According to it, "We 
are calling on Governor 
Uzodimma to be up and 
doing as especially in the area 
of  security. All matters that 
cause security breach must be 
squarely tackled", the release 
which had the least of  the 

executive members, stated. 
The Mezie Owerri equally 

mourns one of  its great 
members, Abba Njoku who 
passed on recently. The group 
destined Njoku as an apostle 
of  selfless service to Owerri 
nation even as he pursued its 
i n t e r e s t s  w i t h o u t 
compromise.

Naval Staff; and Air Vice 
Marshal Isiaka O. Amao – 
Chief  of  Air staff.

They are to replace the 
former Chief  of  Defence 
Staff, General Abayomi 
Olonisakin; Chief  of  Army 
S t a f f ,  L t - G e n .  Tu k u r 
Buratai; Chief  of  Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral Ibok 
Ekwe Ibas; and Chief  of  Air 
Staff, Air Marshal Sadique 
Abubakar.

I t  had ear l ier  been 
reported on Monday that 
the service chiefs might be 
confirmed on Tuesday 
(today).

It reliably learnt on 
Saturday that the ad hoc 
committee set up by the 
H o u s e  t o  s c r e e n  t h e 
nominees is billed to lay its 
report on Tuesday.

In a chat with newsmen 
on Saturday, Benson, who is 
Chairman of  the House 
Committee on Defence, had 
d i sc losed  the  l eve l  o f  
preparedness for the report 
presentation.

When asked i f  the 
report was ready, Benson 
said the committee was 
putting some “finishing 
touches.”

Responding to another 
ques t ion  on  when the 
committee would lay the 
report before the House, the 
chairman said, Tuesday.”

presenta t ion sa id  the i r 
appointments were made in 
line with section 171(40) of  
the 1999 Constitution as 
amended.

“Their experiences as 
Service Chiefs and in the 
military where they rose to 
the highest ranks in their 
careers have made them 
eminently qualified; and that 
the nominees were very 
knowledgeable and articulate 
in their response to questions 
directed at them by the 
Committee,” he said.

Meanwhile, the House 
of  Representatives also 
confirmed the appointments 
of  the new service chiefs 
nominated by the President, 
Major General Muhammadu 
Buhari (retd.).

T h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n 
f o l l owe d  a  u n a n i m o u s 
adoption of  the report by the 
ad hoc committee set up by 
the House to screen the 
nominees and report back.

The Chairman of  the 
c o m m i t t e e ,  B a b a j i m i 
Benson, laid the report earlier 
at the plenary on Tuesday. It 
was later considered and 
adopted by the House.

They are Maj. Gen. 
Lucky Eluonye Onyenuchea 
lrabor – Chief  of  Defence 
Staff; Maj. Gen. Ibrahim 
Attahiru – Chief  of  Army 
Staff; Rear Admiral Awwal 
Zubairu Gambo – Chief  of  

Senate, confirms ex-service
chiefs as ambassadors

Imo PDP cautions APC, Hope Uzodimma, Rochas Okorocha 

As Reps give nod to successors

The new service chiefsThe new service chiefsThe new service chiefs

OkorochaUzodimma
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Mezie Owerri tasks Uzodimma
on security, mourns Abba Njoku 

Abia govt begs teachers
to call off strike Pg. 14
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