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ight now, the ancient city of  Orlu is now transformed to a town under siege. Life for the residents since the past two months has been anything but peaceful. Unfortunately the Rso called leaders who are supposed to be protecting the people are the ones putting the lives of  their kits and kin on the firing range. It pierces the mind that Gov. Hope 
Uzodimma, a former senator from Orlu zone, is the same one at whose instance the military has besieged his zone unleashing mayhem on his own people because according 

to him they are in search of  what he called 'hoodlums'. What a callous act coming from a supposed chief  security officer of  the state. 
It is further shocking that he stated that the military violence on the people would not stop until the 'hoodlums' are fished out. Uzodimma's hoodlums are supposed to be allegedly 
members of  the Eastern Security Network (ESN), a vigilante outfit credited to Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, the leader of  the Independent People of  Biafra (IPOB).
The ESN it is gathered was born out of  the failure of  the docile and prevaricating Southeast governors to take measures to protect their subjects from the menace of  the invading Fulani 
herders. Igbo in their own soil suddenly became constant victims suffering from rape, kidnap and killing including destruction of  farm crops all of  which threaten their means of  
survival.
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From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

T
he Federal Min-
istry of  Human-
itarian Affairs, 

Disaster Management 
and Social Development 
(FMHADMSD) has 
trained 150 Independent 
Monitors in Anambra to 
monitor activities of  Na-
tional Social Investment 

150 independent monitors train to monitor National
Social Investment Programme in Anambra

Programmes (NSIP) in 
all the 181 communities 
in the state. 

News Echo gathered that 
the training which took 
place in Awka, on Friday, 
was aimed at equipping 
the trainees on what to 
look out for in the mon-
itoring of  these NSIP ac-
tivities. 

These include N-Power, 
National Home Grown 

School Feeding Pro-
gramme (NHGSFP), 
Conditional Cash Trans-
fer Programme (CCT) 
and Government Enter-
prise and Empowerment 
Programme (GEEP). 

In a speech during the 
training, the Minister for 
Humanitarian Affairs, 
Hajia Sadiya Umar Fa-
rouq represented by the 
Director, Planning and 

Research in the Ministry, 
Mr. Raph Obi, said that 
the vision of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
was to lift 100 million 
Nigerians out of  poverty 
over the next 10 years. 

She urged the moni-
tors to carry out their 
assigned duties with dil-
igence and sincerity as 
violators would be prose-
cuted by the Directorate 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

G
eneral Manager for 
Umuahia zone of  
the Abia State Envi-

ronmental Protection Agen-
cy, Mr. Eze Okwulehie, 
has maintained his stance 
that no stone would be left 
unturned in waste manage-
ment in the Umuahia zone.

He stated this to News 
Echo on Saturday while 
embarking on a personal 
survey of  some environ-
mental flash points in the 
State capital.

The GM, who was newly 
appointed, said the person-
al survey was to enable him 
first-hand assessment of  en-
vironmental challenges in 
parts of  the city, maintained 
that the governor had re-
newed the war against en-
vironmental decadence and 
other forms of  poor waste 
management, towards mak-
ing Abia Abia the cleanest 
State.

Ikpeazu’s onslaught against environmental
decadence will be total - ASEPA GM

The ASEPA chairman 
thanked Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu for appointing him 
to lead the charge in Umua-
hia zone, declaring that, “A 
new pattern in waste man-
agement has been intro-
duced, we will carve a niche 
in the war against environ-
mental challenges, starting 
with evacuation of  wastes “

He urged Abians to key 
into the State government’s 
crusade for a cleaner envi-
ronment, as according to 
him, the attitude of  defac-
ing the State capital with 
wastes   and unapproved 
dump sites by the residents 
must stop.

Meanwhile, it has been 
observed that some dump 
sites like the one at Win-
ners Junction, First Bank 
by Market road junction as 
well as Uchenna junction 
which were filled to brim; 
all in Umuahia have been 
evacuated with the deploy-
ment of  big trucks and oth-
er heavy equipment.

Some residents and motor-
ists, who spoke at winners’ 
junction, during the evac-
uation exercise, lauded the 
State government for the de-
velopment and commended 
the new ASEPA boss for 
personally monitoring the 
exercise.

A trader, Mrs. Ifeyinwa 
Sunday who is into petty 

trading and a bus Mr. Wil-
liam Obike who reacted to 
the development said the 
dump site along the Ikot 
Ekpene road; Umuahia 
took a large chunk of  the 
road, there exposing road 
users and other pedestrians 
to dangers of  accident and 
diseases.

Police rescue 11-year old 
missing boy in Anambra
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

An eleven years old boy 
simply identified as 

Precious Chizy Aronye has 
been rescued by the Anam-
bra state police command.

Aronye, who is three feet 
tall and dark in complexion, 
boarded a bus from Onitsha 
going to Awka without any 
destination in mind until he 
was found by a good samar-
itan and taken to B Division 
Police Station, Awka.

Confirming the report, 
Police Public Relation Of-
ficer, Anambra State Police 
Command, CSP Haruna 
Mohammed said; “On 
19/2/2021 at about 3:pm,a 
good samaritan  brought 
a male child of  about 11 
years old to B’ Divisional 
Police Headquarters Awka.
The child is about 3 feet 
tall,dark in complexion 
without tribal mark”.

“The boy who simply gave 
his name as Precious Chizy 
Aronye allegedly entered a 
bus from Onitsha to Awka 
without any specified des-
tination and could neither 
find his way back home nor 
state specifically where he 
came from. He is presently 
in the protective care of  the 
B’ Divisional Anti human 
trafficking unit Awka pend-
ing identification of  his par-
ents or guardian”.

“In view of  the foregoing, 
you are kindly requested to 
dessiminate this massag e 
through your medium to en-
able the biological parents  
or close relations identify 
him”.

The police therefore plead 
with anyone with use-
ful information about the 
found child to report at B’ 
Divisional Police Station 
Awka or contact PPRO 
Anambra state police com-
mand through GSM no 
08060970639.

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

The Anambra State Chair-
man of  the All Progres-

sive Congress (APC), Chief 
Basil Ejidike, said the party 
may not continue with the 
ongoing membership regis-
tration/revalidation exercise 
over shortage of  funds.

He said that, if  urgent step 
is not taking, it might prevent 
many old and new members 
to either join the party or re-
validate their membership of  
the party.

Ejidike, who disclosed this 
on Saturday in Awka, dur-
ing a stakeholders meeting 
organized by the state execu-
tive of  the party,  to strategize 
on how to raise more funds 
for the continuation of  the 
project, said that despite the 
N40 million the party go t 
from governors David Uma-
hi of  Ebonyi State, Imo State 
Governor, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma and the National 
Working Committee (NWC), 
of  the party to commence the 

Paucity of funds stalls Anambra 
APC membership registration/
revalidation exercise 

exercise, the state chapter still 
need more funds to  effectively 
conclude the process schedule 
to end second week of  March, 
2021.

“Out of  the N40 millions, 
we have distributed the fund 
to wards, units and committee 
level for the registration.

“What we did, we distribut-
ed N50, 000 to each of  the 326 
wards and N100,000 to each 
of  the 21 local government of  
the state and the purchase of  
five vehicles for monitoring 
and supervising.

“So, for the party to have a 
successful and seamless regis-
tration and revalidation exer-
cise in Anambra state, the par-
ty still need more money from 
our stakeholders to meet  our 
target of  mobilising more peo-
ple  for registration,” Ejidike 
explained. 

He said that the registration 
and revalidation is critical to 
the state, especially now that 
the electorates in the forth-
coming November 6, gov-
ernorship election has been 
convince to vote for APC, as 
a result of  the ongoing Con-

From Maduako Eleweke, 
Awka 

M
inister of  Labour 
and Productivi-
ty, Senator Chris 

Ngige has declared that All 
Progressives Congress 

(APC)  will capture An -
ambra state  by using both  
seen and unseen forces at 
the forthcoming governor-
ship  election  .

Ngige made the statement 
shortly after revalidating his 
APC members at Alor ward 
1, Idemili South Local Gov-
ernment Area of  Anambra 
state.

He said that APC registra-
tion and revalidation was 
designed to strengthen and 
fortify the party in the coun-
try and called Anambra 
people to key in.

The Minister said that 
Anambra APC is seriously 
deploring all the necessary 
forces to make sure that 
APC   takes over the govern-
ment by November, 2021. 

“APC is going to use both 
seen and unseen forces to 
capture Anambra state by  
November .

By this registration and 
revalidation, we are trying 
to fortified the party in the 
state .

The seen forces are human 
beings and  the unseen forc-
es is God, who is behind the 
APC “ he said .

He called on the people 
of  Anambra state to use the 
opportunity offered by APC 
registration to register with 

APC will capture Anambra with 
seen, unseen forces - Ngige 

the party, noting that APC 
is a party to beat today in 
Anambra state.

According to Ngige, the 
registration is  meant to 
hand over the party to the 
grassroots  and without the 
grassroots and the  masses, 
there is no party

of  State Services (DSS), 
the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and Independent 
Corrupt Practices Com-
mission (ICPC).  

“The monitors will be 
assigned to monitor pro-
gramme beneficiaries 
within their locality in 
schools, households and 
market clusters with the 
focus of  ensuring that 
the primary objectives 
of  these programmes are 
achieved. 

“If  you are found en-
gaging in any form of  
malpractice or fraud, you 
will be prosecuted,” she 
vowed. 

Commending the pro-
gramme, the State Fo-
cal Person NSIP, Mrs. 
Chinwe Iwuchukwu was 
represented by Mr. Bede 
Okoli, an engineer and 
State Coordinator, State 
Operations and Coordi-
nating Office (SOCU). 

She said the programme 

had been running effec-
tively in the state as about 
8,313 persons were ben-
efiting in CCT (In the 
6 Pilot  LGA) 25,070 
had been enrolled in 
the remaining 15 LGA, 
126,958 pupils were be-
ing fed a meal a day in 
public primary Schools 
(Primary 1-3). 

Mrs. Iwuchukwu noted 
that 14,689 N-Power ben-
eficiaries just exited the 
programme in July 2020 
and 185,254 Households 
of  the poorest and vul-
nerable were enlisted in 
the State Social Register 
for any Intervention Pro-
grammes. 

Director, National Ori-
entation Agency (NOA), 
Anambra State, Barris-
ter Charles Nwoji, who 
also spoke at the event, 
applauded the federal 
government for engaging 
the monitors as it would 
ensure transparency and 
fairness in NSIP imple-
mentation.

struction of  Second Niger 
Bridge, the ongoing Construc-
tion and Rehabilitation of  
Enugu-Onitsha expressway 
and the President Moham-
madu Buhari,’s promised to 
hand over power to the South 
East zone, noting that they 
shall leave nothing to chance 
in the state of  the opportunity.

Ejidike said that the An-
ambra state APC is serious-
ly working towards free and 
transparent registration so 
that at the end the people 
would have opportunity to be-
long to the national party.

Ejidike call on Anambra 
people to register with APC in 
order to attract more Federal 
presence to the State.

News Echo gathered that 
Stakeholders who also speak 
on the same page, include; 
the Minister for Labour and 
Productivity, Dr. Chris Ngige, 
Senator Andy Uba, Engr. 
Johnbosco Onoukwo, Dr. 
Amobi Nwokafor, Anambra 
State Committee Chairman 
for the Registration and Re-
validation exercise, Senator 
Bello Tukur  and other con -
cerned supporters

“Anambra people should 
come out  and identify  with 
APC. We want the party to 
be handed over to the peo-
ple and that is the major  
reason we are doing this 
registration “ he said .

The chairman of  APC 
registration and revalida-

tion exercise Senator Bello 
Turkur urged Anambra peo-
ple to come out  enmmsss  
to register with party .

“Please, make sure that 
your registration will trans-
late to winning the election 
by November  . The bigger 
the merrier “ he said
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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

G
overnor Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi of  Enugu 
State has lauded six 

recipients of  President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s Nation-
al Youths Service Corps ( 
NYSC) Honours award, say-
ing they have made the state 
proud.

The recipients who are in-
digenes of  the State were 
among other NYSC mem-
bers who received the awards 
in Abuja for distinguishing 
themselves creditably in the 
service of  their fatherland, 
during the 2018/2019 ser-
vice year.

It would be recalled that all 
the awardees were also giv-
en automatic employment 
and scholarship for their 
post-graduate programmes 
by President Buhari who 
directed the relevant gov-

Ugwuanyi doles out N10m to six NYSC
Presidential award recipients

ernment agencies to ensure 
timely implementation of  all 
the incentives for the award 
recipients.

Receiving the awardees at 
Government House, Enugu, 
Ugwuanyi who described 
them as “our ambassadors 
and the very best we have”, 
thanked God Almighty for 
their successful and out-
standing service year.

The governor lauded them 
for returning home with 
the prestigious Presidential 
awards, saying: “Since you 
have done our dear state this 
great honour, our prayer is 
that more honours will come 
your ways”.

He also thanked President 
Buhari “for considering 
brothers and sisters worthy 
of  this outstanding award”

He equally commended 
the NYSC in the state for the 
sterling performance of  the 
awardees and went further to 

announce a donation of  N10 
million to the agency, and a 
cash reward to the six award 
recipients in appreciation of 
their patriotic zeal and dedi-
cation to service.

In his brief  remark, the 
Enugu State NYSC Coor-
dinator, Mr. Sam Ujogu, 
expressed gratitude to Gov. 
Ugwuanyi for granting them 
audience, stressing that “it is 
a living testimony that you 
have been very passionate 
about the NYSC scheme in 
Enugu State”.

Mr. Ujogu disclosed that 
the governor has demon-
strated his administration’s 
support to NYSC scheme in 
the state, in so many ways, 
especially the construction 
of  the perimeter fence of  the 
camp, which he said, has 
improved the security of  the 
federal government facility 
during camping activities.

“Before now we have been 

having altercation and en-
croachment in the camp, 
but with the fencing of  this 
facility by Gov. Ifeanyi Ug-
wuanyi’s administration, the 
security is now very assured 
and when the Corps mem-
bers come they feel very re-
laxed and secured”, he said.

The NYSC State coordina-
tor disclosed that the Corps 
members won a “digit tro-
phy” during a nation-wide 
competition, “for the first 
time in the history of  Enugu 
State”.

He revealed that “in addi-
tion to the six corps mem-
bers who were awarded the 
presidential honours Award 
in Abuja, there were two 
others who served in Enugu 
State and were in the awar-
dees’ list but were inciden-
tally not indigenes of  Enugu 
State”.
The six awardees from Enu-
gu State are Jude Ogbodo 

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

A 
Chieftain of  All Pro-
gressives Congress 
(APC) and member 

of  Board of  Trustee (BoT), 
Lt. General Jude Okoloagu 
(rtd.), has said with optimism 
that his party would sweep 
the governorship seat in Enu-
gu State in 2023, saying the  
massive revalidation/regis-
tration exercise of  the party 
in the state is an indication of 
their readiness to upturn the 
table.

Okoloagu, a two time Enu-
gu North Senatorial candi-
date of  the Action Congress 
of  Nigeria (ACN) and APC, 
respectively, also said that the 
people of  South-east geo-po-
litical zone have no ill-feelings 
against President Muham-
mudu Buhari and the ruling 
party at the center.

Okoloagu, who stated this 
when he revalidated his 
membership of  his party in 
his country home, Ukehe, 
Igbo-Etiti Local Government 
Area of  Enugu State, said the 
Igbo are in APC just as they 
are in other political parties, 
adding that it is erroneous 
for anybody to talk or insinu-
ate that Ndigbo hate APC or 
President Buhari. 

According to him, APC is 
not an Hausa, Yoruba or Fu-
lani party but a national that 
cut across all ethnic groups in 

APC will win Enugu guber in
2023 - BoT member, Okoloagu 

From Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

Member representing 
Anambra East/West 

Federal Constituency at the 
House of  Representatives, 
Chinedu Benjamin Obidig-
we, has described education 
as the best legacy any par-
ent can bequeath to their 
children.

Obidigwe, who spoke 
while donating educational 
aids worth millions of  naira 
to nine Secondary schools 
in his constituency, said 
that the best period to be-
gin human empowerment 
is from the earliest stage of  
life.

He noted that to empow-
er the schools means that 
tomorrow’s future, where 
young people have been 
given the best of  govern-
ance, is maximally forti-
fied, stressing that the do-
nation was the first phase 
as all the public schools and 
some private-owned ones in 

Anambra East/West Feder-
al Constituency would be 
fully equipped to meet the 
demands of  modern day 
learning, assuring that every 
development and empower-
ment programs initiated by 
his office would be made to 
go evenly round.

In their separate remarks, 
the former CBN Governor, 
Professor Charles Soludo, 
the transition Committee 
Chairman of  Anambra 
East Local Government 
Area, Mr. Obi Nweke and 
the Lawmaker represent-
ing Anambra West in the 
State House of  Assembly, 
Patrick Udoba, noted that 
the greatest foundation of  a 
developed society is quality 
education, noting that what 
Obidigwe had done was sig-
nificant to leadership and 
quality representation.

Soludo noted that Obi-
digwe, has continued to re-
ciprocate the faith that his 
people put in him, summa-
rizing that the people of  the 

the country.
Okoloagu who is also a 

board member of  the Nigeria 
Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion (NDIC), further recalled 
that when Obasanjo was the 
president, he did not make 
PDP a Yoruba party, neither 
did anybody refer to PDP as 
a Yoruba party but a national 
party.

On the 2023 gubernatorial 
election, Okoloagu main-
tained that in a free and fair 
election, APC would win 
election in any part of  the 
country especially Enugu 
state, adding that PDP is not 
on ground.

“In a free and fair election, 
PDP is not on ground. We’ll 
not rig election but we shall 
win 2023 election. PDP can 
say anything. Go to your area 
and convince people to join 
APC,” he pleaded with his 
people .

Okoloagu, however, called 
on the chairman of  the APC 
revalidation and membership 
registration, Senator Jona-
than Zwingina, to use his 
good offices to ensure that the 
Electoral Act is passed into 
law to stem further electoral 
frauds in the country.

Zwingina was accompa-
nied by members of  the re-
validation committee and the 
Enugu State APC Caretaker 
Committee Chairman, Dr 
Ben Nwoye, among others.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A middle-aged man sim-
ply identified as Igwe 

was on Thursday, beaten 
to pulp by angry villagers 
and traders in Igbere, Bende 
LGA of  Abia State for al-
legedly being a merchant of  
traditional leg ulcer poison, 
popularly known as Acha 
Ere.

The suspect, who hailed 
from Alayi, also a neigh-
bouring town with Igbere, 
was allegedly apprehended 
in a market at Igbere while 
negotiating to sell some of  
the lethal poison to some in-
terested buyers, before some 
eagle-eyed natives of  Igbere 
uncovered the unholy trade.

A native of  Igbere, who 
gave his name as Agbai 
Onuoha confirmed the de-
velopment, narrating that 
the alleged suspect usually 

Man escapes lynching for
importing Acha Ere poison 
into Abia community

sneak into Igbere to sell his 
medicine to some alleged 
evil men and women.

He added that a victim 
who allegedly survived the 
effect of  the lethal medicine, 
sighted the suspect while he 
was allegedly trying to sell 
some medicines and raised 
the alarm which drew the 
attention of  the crowd.

The enraged crowd, Agbai 
said, immediately pounced 
on the alleged suspect, beat-
ing him to pulp before set-
ting his motorcycle ablaze.

The Igbere native dis-
closed that before being 
allowed to go home, the 
suspect was banned from 
entering Igbere land for life, 
which the suspect allegedly 
agreed to. 

The suspect was allegedly 
known to be notorious for 
the selling of  the leg ulcer 
medicine which he alleg-
edly sold as low as below 
N100 to interested buyers.

area are beginning to feel 
the impact of  a committed 
representation.

Other speakers at the event 
including a stakeholder in 
Anambra East Local Gov-
ernment Area, Chief  Alex 
Onoukwe, Bishop Ameachi 
Udogu, NYCN Chairman 
in the area, Comrade Peter 
Nnekwe, the Headmistress 
of  Col. Mike Attah Second-
ary school Aguleri, Mrs. 
Nduanya Rose Okoro, said 
that the donated materials 
were basic demands for ed-
ucational viability of  the 
schools in the area.

The donation took place 
at Fr. Joseph Memorial 
Secondary school, Aguleri, 
Anambra East Local Gov-
ernment Area of  the state, 
on Friday.

Items donated to the 
schools by the Federal leg-
islator included computer 
sets with UPS sets, laser 
printers, storage lockers, 
textbooks, exercise books, 
classroom desks and other 

Education best legacy for children – Rep
instructional materials.

News Echo learnt that the 
nine benefiting schools 
were Fr. Joseph Memorial 
Secondary School, Agul-
eri, Crowther Secondary 
school, Umuizam Anam, 
Michael Tansi Secondary 
School, Eziagulu, Col. Mike 
Attah Secondary School 
Nkponando, Arch. Bishop 
Patterson Seminary Sec-
ondary School Igbariam, 
Government Technical Sec-
ondary School Umueri, Jus-
tice Chinwuba Secondary 
School Aguleri, Communi-
ty Secondary school Umu-
eze Anam and Fr. Tansi 
Secondary School Aguleri, 
all in Anambra East/West 
Federal Constituency.

Honourable Obidigwe, 
who was elected into the 
Green Chambers in the 2019 
general elections under the 
platform of  All Progressives 
Grand Alliance, APGA, is 
the Vice Chairman, House 
Committee on Environment.

Eck Clergy Mrs. Bridget Mbara conducting child dedication of Baby Chikamma Harmony, 
child of Mr. and Mrs. Onyeka Nwogu, at the Owerri Eckankar Center, Uratta, Owerri last Sunday.

Ogene (Isi-Uzo LGA); Vic-
tor Chidiebere Ezebuilo 
(Ezeagu LGA); Jane Akudi-
nanwa Egbo (Enugu South 

LGA); Dr. Victor Sunday 
Eze (Nsukka); Cynthia Odi-
naka Ezeiloh (Awgu LGA) 
and Boniface Tochukwu 
Obiekwe (Ezeagu LGA).
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Except the Igbo governors alone, it is strange 
that any true Igbo man in his right thinking 
would allow himself  to be so humiliated in 
his own house by stranger elements as we are 
suffering in the hands of  the herders with our 
so called leaders turning a blind eye and 
paying mere lip service. Worst is their actions 
and inactions are supportive of  the agenda to 
exterminate the Igbo race.

Nigeria as it is has never been so polarized 
under President Muhammadu Buhari who 
is alleged to claim to hate Igbo and every of  
his body language dramatizes it. Every 
ethnic group but the Igbo are taking various 
measures to protect their own. It is on record 
that aside the Amotekun security outfit, the 
Southwest are boldly calling off  the bluff  of  
the Fulani hegemony and trying not to lose 
an inch of  their land.

Recently, the federal government replaced 
all the service chiefs in the country without 
any coming from the southeast. This 
attracted the sympathy of  the other ethnic 
groups who are condemning the action. At a 
time the Igbo are attracting the concerns of  
other groups over their marginalization by 
the powers that be, Uzodimma is further 
taking actions against his kinsmen and in 
support of  their enemies. This is sad.

The quality of  governors that represent 
the southeast has always been a thing of  
worry for the Igbo. They are more concerned 
with their selfish interest than the interest of  
their subjects when it comes to defending 
them on matters affecting the Nigerian 
project. This is a serious indictment on the 
two political parties that have so far thrown 
up this lily-livered governors who can never 
open their mouth to speak instead they will 
sacrifice their kinsmen on the altar slavish 
adherence or obedience.

While  the unarmed IPOB boys 
campaigned for a separatist state the 
governors through their actions and 
inactions saw to the blacklisting of  the group 
as a terrorist group while the violent prone 
Fulani herders walked free in the land even 
against police instruction that no one should 
bear arms. The Fulani stooge governors 
shunned the Igbo philosophy of  'onye aghala 
nwanne ya'(be your brother's keeper)

These same governors were there when 
the military invaded Afara Ukwu in 
Umuahia, the home of  the IPOB leader, 
Nnamdi Kanu, in search of  him during 
which they extinguished scores of  lives of  
innocent Igbo youths. At various times lives 
of  Igbo youths have been lost in unprovoked 
attacks by the Nigerian military in Aba, 
Onitsha, and Port Harcourt. 

Last year at Enugu over twenty Igbo 
youths were dispatched to their untimely 
death’s by the same trigger happy Nigerian 
soldiers. None of  the governors could utter a 
word in protest. Not even the governor of  
Enugu State under whose nose the incident 
occurred could call for a judicial commission 
of  inquiry. 

The Igbo nation have suffered more 
unprovoked attacks and marginalization 
manifested through various means. It is in 
Igbo land that the military would regularly 
launch sieges under one kind of  operation or 
another. If  crocodile is not smiling, python 

would be dancing. It is in Igbo nation that 
you would have uncountable security 
checkpoints which have grave implications 
for ease of  doing business. Business is the 
major occupation of  the Igbo man. 

Since the present crisis rocking the 
country many northern leaders in 
realization of  the grave consequences the 
Fulani invasion of  other lands are creating, 
have raised a voice in condemnation. Some 
have also condemned and supported the ban 
on open grazing while others are linking the 
killings by herders to foreign Fulani. 

Rather than join in taking actions to free 
Igbo of  the Fulani violence, Uzodimma 
instead are encouraging them. In whose 
interest is his governorship position? Those 
who allege that he has come to implement a 
northern agenda may after all be saying the 
fact. The northern agenda which is 
dangerous, repressive, oppressive and 
counterproductive is what the people have 
vowed to resist.

We are shocked that the Imo governor has 
taken the matter too far by inviting the 
military to hunt a supposed group of  
freedom fighters he chose to call hoodlums. 
While the real bandits who are destroying 
the country and kidnapping school children 
regularly are enjoying rave moments, 
ransom and negotiating with northern 
leaders through the likes of  Sheik Gumi and 
Miyetti Allah leadership Uzodimma opts to 
destroy his innocent kinsmen. What could 
be the justification if  not to present himself  
as a good, loyal stooge? Why can't the Igbo 
governor engage his so called hoodlums in 
negotiation?

When the federal government’s military 
apparatus cannot provide security to the 
citizens and the state governors who are 
closer cannot help either it is natural that 
human beings would take appropriate steps 
to protect himself. In the north you have the 
Hisba and other groups, the Amotekun in 
southwest all legitimized. 

The failure of  the Igbo governors to do 
what is necessary is what has given rise to the 
ESN powered by MNK. It should be made 
known to Uzodimma and his other Igbo 
governors that the people have no 
confidence in them anymore. It is very clear 
where their loyalty lies as well as whose 
interest they are serving, certainly not the 
people. 

We want to warn again that the leaders at 
all levels should exercise caution in the 
manner they take actions against the people. 
The Imo governor's action inviting the 
military has the implications of  arming 
other ethnic groups to attack the Igbo 
elsewhere. It is clear that those who may seek 
to protect them are against them

The action of  the governor will further 
challenge the Igbo youths in their agitations. 
They have no jobs and seeking to 
exterminate them in their own soil will push 
them to the wall to fight back. We should 
remember that he who is down fears no fall. 

We want to remind our leaders to tread 
cautiously bearing in mind that there is life 
after power. They will soon descend from 
power to rejoin the same citizens that they 
are now hounding.
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ell was let loose Hin Imo State, 
y e s t e r d a y  a s  

former governor of  the 
s ta te,  Chie f  Rochas  
Okorocha allegedly led a 
team of  thugs to forcefully 
reclaim his wife’s Royal 
Palm Apartment Estate, 
recently sealed by the state 
government.

The estate was on Friday 
sealed by government 
d e l e g a t i o n  l e d  b y  
Commissioner for Lands, 
Enyinnaya Onuegbu who 
said government was 
implementing the report 
of  a Judicial Commission 
of  Enquiry on land use 
which recommended 
recovery of  the estate and 
poss ib le  demol i t ion,  
having been built on a 
government land which is 

also a Green Verge.
However the altercation 

t h a t  e n s u e d  w h e n  
Okorocha's team met face 
t o  f a c e  w i t h  t h e  
government team later 
resulted to the arrest of  the 
former governor and some 
of  his former appointees 
who accompanied him to 
the estate.

Our correspondents 
who were at the scene of  
the incident, reported that 
Okorocha and his men 
attempted to escape when 
they got hint of  the plan to 
arrest them, but were 
pursued by security men 
who shot sporadically into 
the air and later arrested 
them.

A man who was said to 
be the Aid De Camp 
(ADC) of  Okorocha when 

he was governor was 
arrested when Okorocha 
and other allies had been 
conveyed on a Police 
Hilux Van to the state 
Police headquarters. He 
was seen holding his cloth 
over his head, apparently 
preventing blood rush 
from a broken skull.

The allies who were 
a r r e s t e d  a l o n g s i d e  
Okorocha,  included;  
former commissioner for 
transportation, Lasbrey 
OkaforAnyanwu, former 
transit ion committee 
chairman of  Orlu Local 
Government Area, Ijeoma 
Igboanusi and former 
S p e c i a l  A d v i s e r  t o  
Gover nor  on  Lagos  
Liaison Office, Steve 
Asimobi. Two in-laws of  
Okorocha ,  Dr.  Uzo  
Anwuka and Ugwumba 
Uche Nwosu who also 

accompanied him on the 
operation were still being 
searched for at the point of  
filing this report.

T h e  t h u g s ,  w h o  
reportedly came with 
Okorocha, were alleged to 
have shot at government 
team compris ing  o f  
Police, Army and thugs, 
resulting to exchange of  
fire between them. 

They were said to have 
ran away when they 
noticed a superior firing 
power and overwhelming 
n u m b e r  o f  t h e  
government team. There 
were unconfirmed report 
of  death of  two and 
serious injuries to five 
others.

R e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  
spokesman of  Imo State 
Police command, SP 
Ikeokwu Orlando, said the 

command received a 
distress call of  violent 
unrest at Royal Spring 
Estate and mobilized men 
who went to bring the 
situation under control.

He said on investigation 
it was discovered that the 
violence was caused by an 
a t t e m p t  b y  S e n a t o r  
Okorocha to forcefully 
reclaim the estate sealed 
by the state government.

The PPRO said the 
c o m m a n d  i n v i t e d  
Okorocha for questioning 
on reason he broke into an 
estate sealed by the state 
government,  adding that 
the commissioner of  
Police has ordered full 
investigation into the 
matter and if  found 
culpable, the command 
will not hesitate to arraign 
the former governor in 
court for prosecution.

In his reaction, Special 
Adviser (Media) to the 
former Governor, Senator 

Rochas Okorocha, Sam 
Onwuemeodo noted that 
thugs, armed to teeth with 
knives and guns attacked 
the former governor of  the 
S t a t e  a n d  S e n a t o r  
representing Imo West 
S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  
S e n a t o r  R o c h a s  
Okorocha's convoy. “They 
attacked and damaged all 
the vehicles in his convoy. 
They also attacked his 
personal aides”.

“Okorocha has the 
s t r o n g e s t  p o l i t i c a l  
structure in the state and 
teeming followers in the 
State. If  he had expected 
the attacked, he would not 
have moved with his 
personal aides alone. 
Okorocha has never been 
a violent man. This 
p l a n n e d  a t t a c k  b u t  
u n p r o v o k e d  a n d  
unwarranted, has opened 
a new, but ugly chapter in 
the politics of  the State”, 
the release read.

By Jennifer John, Uzoma Ogoke, Ikenna Orioha

Okorocha arrested!!!
For breaking into seized estate

Pictures of violence @Royal Palm Hotel
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Business News

h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  TNigeria's external 
reserves may have 

fur ther weakened as it 
plunged to $35.633 billion 
despite strong run of  oil 
price, with the country 
shedding $565 million.

L a m e n t a b l y ,  t h e 
country's external reserves 
not nosedived but also 
queued behind Egypt, South 
A f r i c a  a n d  G h a n a  i n 
reserves per capita.

For two weeks,  the 
external reserves fell from 
$36.198 billion reported on 

n advocacy support 

Agroup under the 
hashtag, #Where's 

is the Light Movement# has 
expressed outrage over the 
exclusion of  over  100 
m i l l i o n  e l e c t r i c i t y 
c o n s u m e r s  f r o m  t h e 
national grid.

A  b a s e l i n e  s t u d y 
conducted by the group 
noted that with over 46 per 
cent of  Nigerians cut off  
from the electricity grid 
nationwide, it is anybody's 
guess that most of  the 
affected population suffers a 
lo t  o f  soc ioeconomic 
privations more than they 
are willing to admit.

Speaking separately at a 
press conference held at the 
International Press Centre 
( I P C ) ,  O g b a  L a g o s , 
r e c e n t ly,  t h e  g r o u p ' s 
representatives including 
S i n a  O d u g b e m i ,  t h e 
Convener and Chinedu 
Bosah, the Secretary, said it 
was scandalous to note that, 

onsumers despair as 

Cinflation rose from 
15.75per  cent  in 

December 2020 to 16.47per 
cent.  According to the 
N a t i o n a l  B u r e a u  o f  
S ta t i s t i c s  [NBS] ,  food 
inflation also rose to 20.57 
per cent in January as 
against 19.56per cent it was 
in December 2020.

It now cost Nigerians 
twice the average amount 
spent on food five years ago 
to purchase the same food 
today. According to the NBS 
Data on inflation, food 
prices rose to the highest 
level in more than 12 years.

The price of  virtually all 
f o o d  s t u f f  i s  r a p i d l y 
escalating at an alarming 
speed. With the added 
security challenge evidenced 
in seemingly endless Fulani 
herdsmen's destruction of  
f a r m l a n d s  w i t h  t h e i r 

rampaging cattle as well as 
killing of  farmers in the 
South and North Central, 
rural banditry and Boko 
H a r a m  a t t a c k s  i n  t h e 
farming communities in the 
North West and North East, 
the country is sadly walking 
t h e  p a t h  o f  i m m i n e n t 
hunger.

At various markets like 
Oshodi, Balogun in Lagos 
state, Main Markets Enugu 
and Onitsha in Enugu and 
Anambra states, the stories 
were the same. “Prices of  
ever y commodity  have 
i n c r e a s e d .  To  c o o k  a 
reasonable pot of  soup is 
now a project”, lamented 
Mrs. Nky of  First Bank 
Abakpa Nike Enugu.

“I come to Oshodi market 
t o  b u y  f o o d  p r o d u c t s 
because I usually get good 
bargains but my dear I came 
to market with N20,000 to 

buy food products, and the 
money could hardly pay for 
what I need. What is Nigeria 
turning to? asked Mrs.Funke 
Ade in desperation.

T h e  F o o d  a n d 
Agricultural Organisation 
[ FAO ]  h a d  p r ev i o u s ly 
warned that food crisis was 
l o o m i n g  i n  A f r i c a 
particularly in Nigeria due to 
the ravaging effect of  Covid-
19 and displacements of  
farmers.

n o t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e 
national electricity grid. 
Electricity is a fundamental 
right of  all Nigerians that 
m u s t  b e  f o u g h t  f o r , 
protected and guarded 
jealously.”

Going down memory 
lane, the group further 
lamented that previous 
ex p l o i t a t ive  m e t e r i n g 
policies just like Meter 
Asset Providers Regulation 
2018 failed because most 
Nigerians cannot afford the 
outrageous cost even as it 
upbraided the government 
for spending about N27 
billions of  taxpayers' money 
to facilitate the metering 
process with consumers still 
forced to buy the meters for 
about N50,000 for single-
phase and about N90,000 
for three-phase meters.

“The Central Bank of  
Nigeria (CBN) has just 
doled out another N18 
billion to power companies 
as  par t  of  the federal 
government Mass Metering 
Programme.  Al l  these 
government's interventions 
amount to fraudulently 
using public funds to bail 
o u t  p r i v a t e  p o w e r 
companies.”

“ O v e r  6 0  y e a r s  o f  
independence, the self-
serving bourgeois ruling 
elite and power companies 
have condemned Nigerians 
to avoidable darkness and 
h o p e l e s s n e s s  a s 
uninterrupted electricity 
has been made impossible 
in Nigeria. Electricity is life; 
it is extremely instrumental 
to production, service, 
education,  healthcare, 
wellbeing etc. Due to the 
epileptic power supply, 
private generation through 
generators add to between 
30 to 40 % production cost, 
a situation that renders local 
products  and ser v ices 
uncompetitive in the global 
market and has forced 
m a n y  c o m p a n i e s  t o 
collapse with its attendant 
mass job losses.”

Raising some posers, the 
group queried, “Why is 
Nigeria still battling with 
2,000 to 4000 MW of  
electricity for a population 
of  200 million people? 
About 46% of  Nigerians are 

optimism over the discovery 
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  
COVID-19 vaccines by most 
developed economies, had 
been  the  r ea son  CBN 
G o v e r n o r ,  G o d w i n 
Emefiele, gave for the four 
weeks boost in external 
reserves of  January.

The  CBN has  now 
credited the fall in external 
reserves in the first two 
weeks of  February on lower 
foreign exchange receipts, as 
we l l  a s  i n t e r ve n t i o n s 
sustained to stabilise the 
exchange rate.

This means despite the 
rise in crude oil price which 
currently sells at $64.59 – 
beyond the 2021 budget 
benchmark of  $40 – and the 
continuous vaccination of  
persons amid full economic 
activities, Nigeria's external 
r e s e r ve s  i s  u n a b l e  t o 
wi ths tand gover nment 
interventions.

Nigeria's reserves per 
capita is behind the likes of  
Egypt, South Africa and 

Angola, all of  which have a 
higher reserves per capita. 
At a time Nigeria's reserves 
per capita fell, that of  Egypt 
rose.

Nigeria's reserves per 

h e  F e d e r a l TGovernment is in the 
process of  bringing 

i n  f o r e i g n  e x p e r t s  t o 
comprehensively audit the 
multi-billion naira Ajaokuta 
Steel Company Limited, as 
the foreigners are expected 
in the country soon.

I t  was  gathered on 
Friday that the experts 
would have been in Nigeria 
since 2020 but the process 
was halted by the outbreak 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the resultant shutdown 
of  airports globally.

Officials at the Federal 
Ministry of  Mines and Steel 
Development, however, told 
our correspondent that 
moves to get the foreigners 
into Nigeria had continued.

They stated that in no 
distant time, the experts 
would arrive the country 
and commence the audit at 
the facility in Kogi State.

“The foreign experts 
have not yet arrived. The 
pandemic prevented them 
from coming at the time 
they were supposed to 
come,” the Special Assistant 

he Nigerian National TP e t r o l e u m 
Corporation spent a 

total of  N173.38bn on oil 
a n d  g a s  a s s e t s  b e i n g 
developed through joint 
ventures with private firms 
in October and November 
2020, its latest monthly 
report showed.

T h e  N N P C ,  w h i c h 
represents  the  Federa l 
Government in the JVs, has 
an obligation to make cash 
c a l l  p a y m e n t  f o r  t h e 
development of  the assets.

The nation's oil and gas 
production structure is 
majorly split between the JV 
(onshore and in shallow 
waters) and the Production 
S h a r i n g  C o n t r a c t s  i n 
deepwater offshore.

U n d e r  t h e  J V 
ar rangement ,  both the 
NNPC and the private firms 
contribute to the funding of  
operations in the proportion 
of  their equity holdings and 
g e n e r a l l y  r e c e i ve  t h e 
produced crude oil in the 
same ratio.

The NNPC's cash call 
payment rose to $271.88m 

(N103.04bn) in November 
from $185.58m (N70.34bn) 
in October, according to the 
report.

In October, the dollar 
allocation to the JV cash call 
account was $21.89m while 
the  na i ra  por t ion  was 
N62.04bn ($163.69m).

The dollar allocation to 
the JV cash call account rose 
to $73.27m in November 
while the naira portion 
increased to N75.27bn 
($198.61m).

The corporation said the 
total  expor t  receipt  of  
$125.71m was recorded in 
N o ve m b e r  a s  a g a i n s t 
$54.09m in October.

I t  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e 
proceeds from crude oil 
amounted to $73.27m while 
gas  and miscel laneous 
receipts stood at $29.66m 
and $22.78m respectively.

The NNPC said, “Of  the 
export receipts, $52.43m 
w a s  r e m i t t e d  t o  t h e 
Federation Account while 
$73.27m was remitted to 
fund the JV cost recovery for 
the month of  November 
2020 to guarantee current 
and future production.

“Total export crude oil 
and gas receipt for the period 
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 9  t o 
November 2020 stood at 
$ 3 . 2 8 b n .  T h e  s u m  o f  
$1.89bn was transferred to 
JV Cash Call as first-line 
charge and the balance of  
$1.39bn was paid into 
Federation Account.”

According to the report, 
in November, the NNPC 
r e m i t t e d  t h e  s u m  o f  
N 1 6 9 . 7 4 b n  t o  t h e 
F e d e r a t i o n  A c c o u n t 
Allocation Committee.

“From November 2019 
to November 2020, total 
N N P C  r e m i t t a n c e s  t o 
FAAC is N1.77tn; out of  
which Federation and JV 
with government priority 
projects received the sum of  
N788.45bn and N983.36bn 
respectively,” it said.

The federation crude oil 
and gas lifting is classified 
into equity expor t and 
domestic, both of  which are 
lifted and marketed by the 
NNPC and the proceeds 
remitted into the Federation 
Account.

T h e  e q u i t y  e x p o r t 
receipts, after adjusting for 
the JV cash calls, are paid 
directly into the Federation 
Account domiciled in the 
Central Bank of  Nigeria.

Domestic crude oil of  
445,000 barrels per day is 
allocated for refining to meet 
domestic product supply.

Payments are effected to 
the Federation Account by 
the NNPC after removing 
crude and product losses, 
p i p e l i n e  r e p a i r s  a n d 
management costs incurred.

on Media to the Minister of  
M i n e s  a n d  S t e e l 
Development,  Ayodej i 
Adeyemi, said.

H e  a d d e d ,  “ T h e 
ministry is doing everything 
to ensure that they come to 
conduct the technical audit. 
And I believe their arrival is 
not too far.”

In October 2020, the 
Minister of  Mines and Steel 
Development, Olamilekan 
Adegbite, had stated that a 
60-man team from Russia 
would come to Nigeria to 
start a technical audit of  the 
Ajaokuta steel complex.

The minister stated that 
the Russian government 
had nominated the original 
builder of  the steel firm to 
conduct the audit in order to 
ascertain the level of  work 
to be completed.

In October 2019 in 
S o c h i ,  R u s s i a ,  t h e 
President, Major General 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i 
( r e t d . ) ,  s i g n e d  a 
M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding with the 
Russian President, Vladimir 
Putin, to resuscitate and 

complete the Ajaokuta Steel 
Company.

“One of  the strategies in 
that process is the technical 
audi t  o f  the  ins ta l l ed 
equipment,” the mines 
ministry had stated.

Officials at the ministry 
also confirmed that the 
gover nment  targets  to 
resuscitate Ajaokuta steel 
and the National Iron Ore 
Mining Company Limited 
at the same time.

The Ajaokuta Steel 
Company, constructed on 
about 800 hectares of  land 
since over three decades ago 
r e a c h e d  9 8  p e r  c e n t 
completion in 1994 but has 
not produced iron till date.

Several efforts had been 
made to revive the facility, 
with the latest being the 
planned technical audit of  
t h e  s t e e l  c o m p a n y  t o 
ascertain the level of  work 
needed for it to be effectively 
resuscitated.

capita fell to $169.5, below 
the $172.60 reported in 
October 2020, at the same 
time Egypt's reserves per 
capita increased to $342.36, 
as against the $338.92 in 
October 2020.

M e a n w h i l e,  S o u t h 
Africa's reserves per capita is 
$ 7 2 5 . 4 9 ,  h i g h e r  t h a n 
Nigeria 's  f igure,  while 
Angola also stayed above 
Africa's largest economy 

with $461.32.
N i g e r i a ' s  e x t e r n a l 

reserves contracted by $3.17 
billion or 8.23% at fourth 
quarter last year as proceeds 
from sales of  crude oil, 
which provides more than 
90% of  its foreign exchange 
ear nings,  were  largely 
depleted by an oil crash as 
well as the coronavirus 
pandemic.

February 1, 2020, to $35.633 
billion as of  February 15, 
plunging beyond the $36.34 
billion of  January 26, which 
was  when  the  dec l ine 
started.

From available figures 
from the Central Bank of  
N i g e r i a  ( C B N ) ,  t h e 
country's external reserves 
had begun the year at $35.65 
billion, appreciating to 
$36.52 billion as of  January 
25, 2020.

However, rise in crude 
oil prices, partial global 
economic recovery amid 
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Nigeria's external reserves falls
below South Africa, Ghana others

Over 100million Nigerians
excluded from national
grid – Report

Foreign experts to audit Ajaokuta
Steel soon – FG

Consumers groan over
rising food inflation

JV oil assets gulped
N173.38bn in two
months – NNPC
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ba, the commercial hub 

Ao f  A b i a  S t a t e 
w i t n e s s e d 

unprecedented drama at the 
weekend, as touts said to be 
government revenue collectors 
tried to intercept a convoy of  a 
popular industrialist, but ended 
up attacking and injuring police 
officers on his convoy.

News Echo reports that the 
incident took place at Okigwe 
road, off  Aba GRA, where the 
convoy of  the industrialist was 

n aide of  Delta State 

AGover nor  I feanyi 
Okowa,  Comrade 

Okiemute Sowho has been 
s h o t  d e a d  b y  g u n m e n 
suspected to be assassins.

He was reportedly killed 
over  the weekend along 
Crudas axis, by Akintola Road 
in Sapele, Sapele council area 
of  the state.

Sowho, also known as 
Daddy  K ,  was  a  Specia l 
Assistant to Okowa on Youth 

 Mobile Court has 

As e n t e n c e d  a  f a k e 
soldier arrested by 

operatives of  the Lagos State 
Environmental and Special 
Offences (Enforcement) Unit 
(Taskforce) for assault and 
impersonation to six weeks 
imprisonment.

Chairman of  the Taskforce, 
Sho la  Je j e loye,  a  Ch ie f  
Superintendent (CSP), said the 
convicted fake soldier was 
a p p r e h e n d e d  o n  Fr i d ay 
evening with his commercial 
m o t o r c y c l e  p a i n t e d  i n 
camouflage after assaulting 
members of  the agency with 
other miscreants at Airport 
Bus-stop on Lagos-Abeokuta 
Express-way.

He said operatives of  the 
agency were coming from a 
monitoring and enforcement 
operat ion with over  150 
impounded  motorcyc l e s 
loaded into three trucks before 
the  f ake  so ld i e r,  whose 
commercial motorcycle was 
among those impounded on 
restricted routes, mobilised 
other miscreants and attacked 
the team with stones, bottles 
and iron-rod.

“The fake Soldier was 
subsequently arrested after the 
a t t a c k  a n d  d u r i n g 
investigations at our office it 
was discovered that he was an 
impersonator.

“The man later confessed 
to having only claimed to be a 
soldier in order to retrieve his 
i m p o u n d e d  c o m m e r c i a l 
motorcycle and that he painted 
his motorcycle with Nigerian 
Army camouflage to evade 
arrest from security agents 
while engaging in commercial 

activities on restricted routes,” 
Jejeloye said.

He urged members of  the 
public to stop impersonating 
security agents to commit 
crimes as anyone caught would 
be dealt with in accordance 
with the law.

The chairman confirmed 
that the arraignment of  the 
fake Soldier at the Lagos 
M o b i l e  C o u r t  w a s  i n 
compliance with the directive 
o f  t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police (CP) 
Hakeem Odumosu.

Magistrate Oyebimbola 
Israel Adelakun, who presided 

n  o p e r a t o r  o f  a 

Arelaxation spot in 
Enugu metropolis is 

now counting his losses 
following an inferno which 
wreaked havoc on the New 
Haven Area of  Enugu State.

The fire, which consumed 
Brozar Bar and Grill, was said 
to have been caused by 
activities of  those involved in 

bush burning.
The CEO of  the relaxation 

spot, Ozo Ramsey S. Onyia, 
while counting his losses, said 
it was regrettable that people 
had continued to ignore the 
government's warning against 
bush burning.

Providing details on how 
the fire started, he said, “At 
about 1.00 p.m., we noticed 

that there was fire in the bush 
behind the fence of  our bar.

“We immediately called 
the emergency line of the 
Enugu State Fire Service to 
intervene, while staff  and 
neighbors made efforts to 
put out 
the fire.

“Desp
i t e  a l l 
e f for t s, 
the fire 
eventual
l y  g o t 
into our 
premises
,  bur nt 
t h e 
t o i l e t , 
two 60-
s e a t e r 
huts and 

a 30-seater stage, all fully 
furnished.”

He, however, lauded the 
t imely  in ter vent ion  of  
Firemen from the Enugu 
State Fire Service, noting 
that “they prevented the 
entire arena from being 
razed and extinguished the 
fire. We give thanks to God 
that only property were 
destroyed with no life lost.

“We are grateful to the  
Governor of  Enugu State  
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi , for the 
e n h a n c e m e n t  a n d 

sustenance of  an emergency 
response mechanism that 
a f forded us  the  t imely 
intervention of  the firemen. 
Enugu State is no doubt in 
the Hands of  God.

“We humbly call on our 
citizen-loving government to 
oblige us assistance in the 
rebuilding and rehabilitation 
of  our place to enable us 
remain in business and retain 
the employment of  our 
citizens who earn their living 
from Brozar Bar and Grill.”

over the matter same day, 
sentenced the accused, Kabiru 
Mohammed, 25, to six weeks 
in jail with N40, 000 as an 
option of  fine after he had 
pleaded guilty to the three-
count charge of  Assault, 
Conduct Likely to Cause 
B r e a c h  o f  P e a c e  a n d 
Impersonation levied against 
him.

Development.
The gunmen were said to 

have stormed the area in a 
white Toyota Venza car.

According to sources, the 
killing might have been carried 
out by suspected assassins as 
nothing was stolen from the 
deceased after he was shot 
dead.

It was gathered that Daddy 
K, who was in his 40s, was 
shot by his assailants at a close 
range before they fled the 
scene.

Another source disclosed 
the deceased was killed in 
front of  a storey building that 
he was inspecting along 
Akintola Road near Solodem 
Plaza in the timber town.

Sympathizers, who were at 
the scene of  the incident, were 
said to have rushed him to a 
private hospital where doctors 
conf i rmed him dead on 
arrival.

His remains have been 
deposited in the morgue.

Sowho was  a  for mer 
Councillorship aspirant under 
the People's Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Ward 3 in Sapele 
Local Government Area.

H e  w a s  a  s t a u n c h 
supporter of  Governor Okowa 
and was said to have just 
recently paid the bride price of  
his second wife carrying his 
baby.

When contacted,  the 
acting State Police Public 
Relations Officer (PPRO), Mr 
Edafe Bright, confirmed the 
incident.

He said: “It's true that we 
have a report that an aide to 
the governor was killed. 
However, we are yet to get 
details.”

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e 
policemen released some 
shots, which scared the touts 
away. However one of  them 
was arrested by the police. 
"The boys ran away with their 
minibus, but I saw a police 

Many residents,  who 
witnessed the incident pleaded 
with Abia State Government 
to remove touts from the road, 
so that people can do their 
businesses freely without 
harassment.

"My prob lem i s  tha t 
government kept telling us 
that they are not using touts to 
collect revenue, but on daily 
basis you see touts on Abia 
roads. 

Efforts made to contact 
the Police Public Relations 

accosted by the touts whom 
many residents alleged were 
from Abia State Board of  
Internal Revenue (ABIR).

A source at the scene said 
about five touts on a white 
minibus, went after the Tundra 
Pickup Jeep and Toyota Corolla 
of  the industrialist and attacked 
them. The source said that 
immediately the touts saw the 
convoy slowing down they 
jumped out of  their minibus, 
rushed after the Tundra Pickup 
Jeep and attacked the occupants 
of  the vehicle, which included a 
police officer.

officer injured and one of  the 
police arrested and taken away 
by the police officers heading 
t o w a r d s  A b a  A r e a 
Command."

News Echo gathered that 
after the touts confronted and 
injured a mobile police officer, 
who was rushed to Aba Area 
Command Police Clinic, one 
of  the touts identified, as 
Kyrian Soronnadi,  f rom 
Mbaitoli Local Government 
Area  o f  Imo  S ta t e  was 
arrested.

n  u n i d e n t i f i e d 

AFulani herder has 
reportedly attacked 

a 58 years old man Mr 
Goodhead Nation, and his 
18-years old son over the 
alleged missing cow in Osuan 
Bush, in Otuoke, country 
home of  former President 
Goodluck Jonathan, Ogbia 
Local Government Area of  
Bayelsa State. 

Although, the father 
escaped with minor bruises, 
however, the son, identified 
as Kohgi Samuel was not as 
lucky as he was inflicted with 
several  l i fe - threatening 
gruesome machete cuts by 
the attacker. It was learned 
that the son was rushed to the 
Emergency Ward of  the 
Federal Medical Centre, 
Y e n a g o a ,  w h e r e  h e 
underwent four hours of  
surgery. Narrating how the 
incident happened, the father 
of  the victim, said the attack 
occurred at about 5 pm on 
Friday while they were 
working on their palm farm 
when the herder attacked and 
accused them of  cow theft. 
He said: 'We were working 
on the farm when this Fulani 
herder came through the 
back entrance of  my farm. 
He came to me and accused 
us of  stealing his cow. “We 
denied the theft and told him 
to look at us whether we 
looked like people who can 
kill a cow. He attacked me 
with his stick. He later 
brought out his machete and 

chased my son. We later 
discovered my son by the 
riverside with heavy machete 
cuts to the head, waist, and 
hand.” Lately, most of  the 
herders hardly stay on the 
fringe of  the vast Bayelsa 
Palm estate allotted to them 
by  the  immedia te  pas t 
administration of  Seriake 
Dickson to graze their herds 
with a view to averting their 
straying into farmlands and 
t h e  a t t e n d a n t 
herders/farmers clash in the 
state. Sometimes, the cattle 
are sighted roaming within 
Yenagoa, the state capital, 

and obstructing traffic with 
their herders showing little or 
no concern for other road 
users.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e 

development, the Bayelsa 

State  Commissioner  of  

Police, Mike Okoli, appealed 

to residents of  the State to 

remain calm as the command 

is working assiduously to 

identify the suspected herder 

a n d  a p p r e h e n d  h i m . 

According to a statement 

issued by the spokesperson of  

t h e  Po l i c e  C o m m a n d , 

Asinim Butswat, said: ” On 

20 February 2021 at about 

0800hours an unknown 

herder  a t  Osuan bush, 

Otuoke Community, Ogbia 

LGA, assaulted one Kohgi 

Samuel Nation 'm' 18 years 

a n d  i n f l i c t e d  g r i evo u s 

wounds on his fingers and 

head, over an allegation of  a 

missing cow.” “The victim 

was immediately rescued by 

Police Operatives and 

i s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o 

t r e a t m e n t  a t  t h e 

F e d e r a l  M e d i c a l 

Centre, Yenagoa. The 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

Police Bayelsa State 

C o m m a n d ,  M i k e 

Okoli,  appealed to 

members of  the public 

to remain calm as the 

command is working 

assiduously to identify 

the suspected herder 

and apprehend him.”

Officer (PPRO), in Abia, SP 
Geoffrey Ogbonna failed, as 
several calls placed on his 
mobile line was unsuccessful.
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Military occupation of South East 
Why are our govs silent? – Ndigbo ask 

he people of  South East Tare certainly living in a 
palpable fear following 

what the inhabitants of  the area 
see as an obvious military 
occupation by the Nigerian 
army.  The Orsumogbu and Lilu 
communities in Ihiala Local 
Government Area of  Anambra 
S t a t e  a s  we l l  a s  O r s u  – 
Iheteukwu in Imo State have 
been suffering from incessant 
and severe military activities, 
according to them, witnessed 
last, during the tragic Nigeria, 
Biafra civil war between 1967 
and 1970.   The Nigerian 
military commenced operations 
as it intensified actions in search 
of  the camps alleged to have 
been occupied by the newly 
launched Eastern Security 
Network said to be sponsored by 
Indigenous People of  Biafra. 

Although the army, through 
its information unit via the 
spokesperson of  the 34 Artillery 
Brigade, Obinze, near Owerri, 
Babatunde Zubairu, has given 
credence to the operations in 
Orlu, Imo State, he, however, 
noted that the villagers were not 
in any way intimidated or 
harassed.  Zubairu revealed that 

confirmed that the military 
operation was aimed in the 
''affected communities'' said 
to be IPOB hide out. It said 
that the military had stormed 
the area to flush out the 
IPOB. Aduba said “Security 
forces got intelligence that the 
volunteer fighters of  IPOB 
were hiding in some gullies in 
the boundary areas between 
Anambra and Imo States so 
they went there to flush them 
out. On the Anambra side, 
the IPOB forces were hiding 
in the gullies in Orsumoghu 
and Lilu communities while 
on the Imo side, they were 
hiding in the gullies in Orsu-
Ihiteukwu. Nobody was 
killed.”  

A concerned Igbo who does 
not want his name in print asked 
how possible it is for the army to 
''flush out'' IPOB members 
without ''killing''. According to 
him, ''Let us not deceive one 
another. First, has it been 
established that IPOB carry 
arms? In other words, is IPOB 
armed? To the best of  my 
knowledge, it does not. If  it is so, 
why using the army? Why not 

incident said,  “I have said it 
time without number, did we go 
to their barracks to look for their 
trouble or they came into our 
forest to attack us. We shall not 
condone this any longer, we 
would not allow them to kill us 
again, we wouldn't allow what 
happened in Obigbo to happen 
again in Biafra land. They can't 
kill us because we have not done 
anything to them other than to 
protect our land and forest; they 
a re  ju s t  k i l l ing  innocen t 
civilians.” 

 The Igbo National Council 
(INC), though its national 
president, Comrade Chilos 
Godsent, noted that what is 
happening  in  Or lu  never 
deserved the presence of  the 
army. He said, “It may not be in 
the best interest of  the Imo State 
and Federal Government of  
Nigeria to militarize any part of  
the Igbo Nation in disguise of  
fighting pro-Biafra agitators. We 
note that the Nigerian police has 
t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  t a c k l e 
criminalities in any part of  
Nigeria well mobilized and 
given free hand to operate. We 
urge the Federal Government of  
Nigeria to immediately 

the army deployed helicopters 
and other military equipment in 
the area for intelligence. 

Meanwhile, indigenes of  
the area said, for now, no person 
had been hit by any bullet even 
as no incident of  bombardment 
has been recorded; the panic 
alone is quite intimidating. 'I am 
quite sure that the army has yet 
to kill anybody with their guns. 
A l s o,  w e  h ave  n o t  s e e n 
anywhere bombed. But there is 
heavy presence of  the military 
on the road and the flying 
helicopters are good enough to 
cause panic. We are living in fear 
here. You know the army, at the 
slightest provocation, it stars 
shooting and killing. We saw it 
in the last EndSARS Protest at 
Lekki Gate, it happened at Odi 
in Bayelsa State, it repeated in 
Zakibiam, etc. So, this why we 
are afraid, and justifiably, too'', 
Emeka Akanna, an indigene of  
the area enthused. 

Not just Imo, there is also 
military presence in Ihiala, 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e .  T h e 
government, through its 
information and publ ic 
e n l i g h t e n m e n t 
commissioner, Don Aduba, 

police? The army already has its 
hand fu l l  concer ning the 
activities of  Boko Haram, 
bandits and herders in the North 
E a s t .  L e t  t h e  m i l i t a r y 
concentrate in the North East, 
not in the South East. 

L i s t  o f  p r e v i o u s 
Soldiers'  operations in 
South East 

Imo
On January 24, it was 

reported that about 10 persons 
were killed in Ogboro, Orlu, 
Imo State when the Eastern 
Security Network (ESN) linked 
to IPOB and the as 10 residents 
were allegedly killed by the 
Nigeria soldiers drafted to 
dismantle the ESN got their 
operations underway.  

According  to the report;  
“This was what happened, the 
soldiers came back to search for 
the vigilante people that killed 
their colleague, but in the 
p roce s s  s t a r t ed  shoo t ing 
everybody they see, I can't 
actually say how many have 
died, they are many but I think I 
counted over ten.” Meanwhile, 
t h e  m e d i a  a n d  p u b l i c i t y 
secretary of  IPOB, Emma 
Powerful responding to the 

By Ori Martins 

Heavy army presence in South East worries residents. 
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redeploy these soldiers ravaging 
Orlu communities and send 
them to the various highways 
where the Fulani Herdsmen are 
presently terrorizing, raping and 
killing Nigerians. We fear that if  
the ongoing violent conflict is 
not quickly resolved, it might 
escalate to other communities in 
Imo State.”  

The Imo State governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma, later 
declared a dusk to dusk curfew 
in the nine affected Local 
Government Areas. Uzodimma 
said “This afternoon I received a 
disturbing news that some 
militants were killing and 
maiming the people of  Orlu, 
this is a breakdown of  law and 
order, it's unacceptable to the 
government, those who are 
responsible will regret their 
action. I have directed security 
agents to fish them out , in the 
interim to calm the place, 
security agents have been 

on Kanu's residence led to the 
deaths of  four persons with 
several others injured.

However, the Nigerian 
Army has denied that Kanu's 
residence was invaded, insisting 
that no soldiers were deployed 
to his residence and that its 
operation in the South-East, 
known as Operation Python 
Dance II, was not targeted at 
him. The army also denied the 
killing in Oyigbo.

In spite of  the army's denial, 
Kanu's lawyer insisted that his 
client's house was invaded. He 
s a i d 
''Just to notify the world that my 
client's house is currently under 
siege by the trigger-happy 
soldiers acting under the direct 
instruction of  Chief  of  Army 
S t a f f .
He has been placed under house 
arrest at the moment while 
shooting sporadically into the 
air. Casualties are being counted 
as the unprovoked assault 
p r o g r e s s e s .  S o m e  I P O B 
members have just been killed, 
at least four people. They drove 
in, in their thousands to arrest 
and maim him. I just got a 
distress call from him now. 
Further efforts to establish 
contact with him have remained 
unsuccessful. As it stands now, I 
cannot confirm whether he is 
dead or alive''.

Abia NUJ Secretariat 
Invaded

According to a published 
report,  ''over 20 soldiers of  the 
N i g e r i a n  A r my  Tu e s d ay 
morning (September, 2017) 
invaded the press centre of  the 
Nigerian Union of  Journalists 

ts and destroying their tools 
inside the storey building.

''Chairman of  Abia NUJ, 
John Emejor, described the 
army invasion as a desecration 
of  the NUJ press centre, adding 
that  i t  was an affront on 
democracy. But just as the NUJ 
condemned the attack on the 
Abia secretariat, the army high 
command in the South-East 
zone quickly tendered an 
unreserved apology to its 
members over the invasion by 
soldiers, saying that it was 
worried by what happened. The 
General Officer Commanding 
(GOC) 82 Division Enugu, 
Maj.- Gen. Adamu Abubakar, 
tendered the apology Tuesday 
evening at the NUJ press centre.
His apology was conveyed by 
the Deputy Director of  the 
Army Public Relations Unit, 

Col Sagir Musa, who 
r u s h e d  d ow n  t o 
Umuahia  at  the 
instance of  his boss 
on behalf  of  the 
GOC 82 Division 
Enugu, Maj.-Gen. 
A d a m u  M u s a 
Abubakar to show 

concern about what 
happened'', he said.

deployed to patrol the place, a 
dusk to dusk curfew beginning 
from 6 pm to 6 am have been 
imposed ,  anybody found 
violating it will be dealt with. 
The areas the curfew is imposed 
are Ideato North , Ideato South, 
Nkwere, Orlu, Orsu, Isu, Oru 
West and Oru East. Security 
have been deployed to enforce 
the curfew, however I want to 
assure you that the security 
agencies will be there for them 
to  go  about  the i r  l awfu l 
business, I assure you those 
b e h i n d  i t  w i l l  n o t  g o 
unpunished''.

Abia 
Again, on September 12, 

2017, the Nigerian soldiers 
reportedly defended heavily on 
members of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) at the 
home of  the IPOB leader 
Nnamdi Kanu. The soldiers 
were also said to have dealt with 
IPOB same time around the 
border communities between 
Abia and Rivers State. That 
compelled  the Abia State 

G ove r n o r,  D r.  O k e z i e 
Ikeazu, to impose  a dusk to 

dawn curfew on Aba, the 
commercial capital of  

the state.
F o l l o w i n g  t h e 

attack, Kanu's lawyer, 
Mr. Ifeanyi Ejiofor, 
claimed that soldiers 
laid siege to the IPOB 
leader's residence in 

Afaraukwu, Umuahia 
in Abia State, and placed 

h i m  u n d e r  h o u s e 
arrest. According 

to the lawyer, 
t h e  l a t e s t 

i nva s i o n 

(NUJ), Abia State Council.
The angry and well-armed 
soldiers, who were taking part in 
Operation Python Dance II, 
b e a t  u p  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d 
destroyed their phones and 
tablets. They alleged that the 
journalists took pictures of  a 
convoy of  troops marching 
through the city of  Umuahia. 
As  the  opera t ion  l a s t ed , 
journalists holed up at the press 
centre  on Aba road were 
horrified as soldiers ordered 
them at gun point to surrender 
their  phones  and tablets.
T h e r e  w a s  p a n i c  a n d 
apprehension as passersby 
scampered for safety around the 
Abia Tower roundabout where 
the press centre is located. Some 

of  the soldiers 
h a d  t a k e n 
p o s i t i o n 
around the 
centre while 
t h e i r 
colleagues 
w e r e 
manhand
l i n g 
journalis

Army deploys soldiers, helicopters in Orlu. Photo Credit: PUNCH Newspapers

Dave Umahi, Chairman, South East Governors’ Forum.George Obiozor, President Ohanaeze Ndigbo.
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From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

The APC revalidation 
exercise commenced 

across all polling units and 
wards in Nwangele LGA 
peacefully and simultane-
ously Wednesday with the 
various leaders monitoring 
the exercise and mobiliz-
ing the people to massively 
identify with the ruling par-

Speaking to newsman at 
the Council headquarters, 
the Interim Management 
Committee chairman of  the 
area Hon. Cosmas Iwuag-
wu who expressed happi-
ness at the turn out of  the 
people and the peaceful way 
they conducted themselves 
described the APC as the 
party to beat in Imo.

Iwuagwu who also com-
mended the party leaders 

From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

Operatives of  Bayelsa 
State Police Com-

mand yesterday arrested 
two suspected criminals 
for allegedly stealing 
mast inverter batteries 
belonging to one of  the 
telecommunication com-
panies. 

A statement by the pub-
lic relations officer, SP 
Asinim Butswat said, the 
two suspects, Mr. Prey 
Prekeme and England 
were arrested following 
a tip-off  from Opukuma 
community that the tel-
ecom mast was vandal-
ized.

The statement said, 
“The suspects, one Preye 
Prekeme (‘m’), 25 years 
and one England Ito 

(‘m’), 43 years, were ar-
rested following a report 
that a mast at Opukuma 
Community, Kolokuma/
Opukuma LGA, was 
vandalized and inverter 
batteries stolen.

“The suspects were in-
tercepted by Police Oper-

for their generous donations 
that enabled the party in the 
area to muster resources to 
carry out the exercise, as-
sured that their sacrifices for 
the Uzodimma government 
would not be in vain.

He enjoined the people 
of  the local government to 
come out with confidence 
and continue to register 
with the APC assuring that 
security agencies have been 
put on alert to deal with 
trouble makers.

The IMC chairman, who 
described Nwangele as an 
APC stronghold, assured 
newly registered members 
and intending members of  a 
level playing ground for all.

He assured the supervisors 
and all other adhoc staff  
recruited for the exercise 
that the party has made ad-
equate provisions for their 
welfare.

By Ikenna Orioha

Workers of  Imo State 
Oil Producing Area 

Development Commission 
(ISOPADEC), have decried 
the alleged sack of  one hun-
dred and eight (108) em-
ployees of  the commission 
amid economic hardship in 
the state.

Some of  the aggrieved 
sacked workers of  ISO-
PADEC, who confided to 
News Echo and pleaded 
anonymity on Sunday, re-
gretted that the sack letter 
which contained names of  
the dismissed workers was 
signed by the Managing 
Director of  ISOPADEC, 
Charles Orie, as ordered by 
governor Hope Uzodimma.

The sacked workers were 

ISOPADEC workers decry sack
of 108 employees

bitter that despite that there 
were 80 percent slash in 
their salaries, incarceration 
of  protesting ISOPADEC 
workers at the Owerri Pris-
ons, non-payment of  twelve 
months salaries, the govern-
ment went ahead to sack 
the workers who were bread 
winners to their families.

However, when contacted 
on phone, the Chairman, 
Nigeria Labour Congress 
Imo State chapter, Com-
rade Austin Chilakpu, said 
that he was “waiting to re-
ceive report of  the sack of  
ISOPADEC workers from 
the OPTA (ISOPADEC) 
Union Chairman”.

An effort made to reach 
the OPTA Union Chairman 
of  ISOPADEC was unsuc-
cessful.

atives, at Igbogene, Yena-
goa, on 20 February, 2021 
at about 1045 hours while 
conveying 20 inverter bat-
teries in a Ford Fourteen- 
Seater Bus with Reg. No. 
ABN 413 YP and RAV4 
Toyota Jeep with Reg. 
No. JJJ 975 GQ.

Police nab two suspects for
vandalizing, stealing telecom mast

“The Commissioner 
of  Police Bayelsa State 
Command, CP Mike 
Okoli has ordered full 
scale investigation to un-
ravel the circumstances 
surrounding the inci-
dent.”

NEWS

Council chairman applauds 
APC revalidation process 
in Imo

Hon. (Evangelist) Kenneth  Nwanguma (center) �anked by two other friends as guests at 
the reception/send forth ceremony organized on behalf of Engr. Ronnis Eronini who retired 
recently from Agip Oil Coy.  The event took place at the Concorde Hotel Owerri, Imo State.

The President, Muham-
madu Buhari on Sun-

day mourned victims of  
the military aircraft that 
crashed in Abuja earlier in 
the day.

Buhari’s condolence was 
contained in a statement 

Crashed Air Force jet: Buhari
condoles victims’ families

by his Special Adviser on 
Media and Publicity, Femi 
Adesina, titled “President 
Buhari sends condolences 
to NAF, families of  victims 
of  military plane crash.” 
“The President joins the 
Nigerian Air Force, the mil-
itary and other Nigerians in 
mourning the unfortunate 
loss of  the dedicated and 
courageous personnel, who 
died in the line of  duty”.

Recall that a Nigerian Air 
Force NAF201 jet, a B350 
aircraft, which departed 
Abuja at 1033UTC with 
seven persons on board has 
crashed at the Abuja Air-
port. All persons on board, 
including two crew mem-
bers, are reported dead. The 
aircraft was said to have 
reported engine failure at 
1039 and crashed landed 
on the final approach path 
of  Abuja Runway 22 at 
time 1048UTC.

he Secretary to the 

TGovernment of  the 
Federation (SGF) Boss 

Mustapha has described as 
laughable the conspiracy 
theories being raised against 
corona virus vaccines by some 
unpatriotic Nigerians and 
Africans.

Mustapha who is also the 
chairman, Presidential Task 
Force (PTF), on COVID 19, 
said this, weekend while 
addressing journalists at the 

government house, Owerri 
after a courtesy call on 
Governor Uzodimma.

He advised Nigerians to 
discard such theories that the 
vaccines are intended by the 
western world to depopulate 
Africa.

He disclosed that NAFDAC 
has authorized the emergency 
use of  AstraZeneca Oxford 
vaccine which he said was one 
of  the first consignment of  
vaccines to be received by end 
of  February 2021.

The SGF underscored the 

fact that while awaiting 
vaccination, observance of  all 
the COVID 19 protocols was 
the best vaccine for all 
Nigerians as the pandemic 
was not a fluke or a joke but a 
deadly global infection that 
has caused over 110 million 
deaths globally.

"As we begin the process of 
vaccination, l appeal to 
Nigerians to make themselves 
available to receive the 
vaccines. I advice people to 
d i scard  the  consp i racy  
theories about the vaccines 

being used to reduce the 
population of  Africans. If  they 
want to kill us there are other 
means of  doing so. I don't 
believe anyone will spend so 
much money to do that. My 
appeal is that they discard this 
conspiracy theories flying 
around.” the SGF said.

Mustapha commended 
Governor Hope Uzodimma 
for the efforts he has put in 
place within one year in office 
to transform the state and 
urged him to sustain the 
tempo.

COVID 19: Conspiracy theories against vaccines laughable - SGF
By Jennifer John 

We have not compromised standard 
in road construction - Imo commissioner
By Jennifer John 

m o  S t a t e  ICommissioner for 
Works, Ralph Nwosu 

has re-emphasized the 
essence of  constructing 
r o a d s  w i t h o u t  
compromising standard 
in the state.

Nwosu  made  th i s  
known when members of  
Nigerian Society of  
E n g i n e e r s ,  O w e r r i  
Branch visited him in his 
office. He observed that 
engineering activities are 
part of  life itself, adding 
t h a t  p r o d u c t s  o f  
engineering work affect 

life either positively or 
negatively depending on 
the standard of  the 
finished product.  He 
wondered why quackery 
is allowed to exist in 
construction industry 
without considering the 
negative implication to 
the people.

Nwosu highlighted the 
high value Governor 
H o p e  U z o d i m m a ' s  
administration placed on 
life which informed the 
q u a l i t y  o f  r o a d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e i n g  
exhibited in the State, 
stressing that nothing will 
be spared in giving Imo 

the best of  road network 
construction, bearing in 
mind that human lives are 
involved.

The Commissioner 
revealed that 90% of  
workers in the Ministry 
of  Works are Engineers, 
including the Permanent 
Secretary, Engr. Felix 
I g w e,  a d d i n g  t h a t  
professionalism enjoy 
pride of  place in the 
ministry. He commended 
the permanent secretary 
for proving his mettle in 
the discharge of  his 
duties.

Chairman, Nigerian 
Society of  Engineers, 

Owerri Branch, Engr. Eze 
Ochiagha, congratulated 
the commissioner on his 
a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  
applauded him on his 
o u t s t a n d i n g  t r a c k  
records.

Ochiagha lauded the 
State Governor, Senator 
Uzodimma for working 
tirelessly to live up to his 
developmental promises 
in the state. He declared 
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  
readiness to partner with 
the state government in 
line with the governor's 
respect to due process and 
rule of  law as to move the 
state forward.
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From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

T
he Federal Minis-
try of  Works and 
Housing has com-

missioned a 2.1 kilometers 
internal road within the 
premises of  the National 
Institute of  Nigerian Lan-
guages (NINLAN), Aba, 
Abia State.

Speaking during the com-
missioning of  the road, 
the Minister of  Works and 
Housing, Mr. Babatunde 
Fashola said the 2.1 kilo-
meters NINLAN internal 
road brought to 29, the total 
number of  internal roads 
built by the Federal Gov-
ernment within Nigeria’s 
various tertiary institutions.

Fashola who was repre-
sented by the Federal Con-

New dawn in Nigerian Language Institute, as FG 
commissions 2.1kms internal road

troller of  Works in Abia 
State, Mr. Bede Obioha said 
the Federal Government is 
currently intervening in 43 
roads in various higher in-
stitutions across Nigeria. 

The Minister explained 
further that two of  such 
road intervention projects 
are in Abia, adding that 
Michael Okpara University 
of  Agriculture, Umudike 
(MOUA) has one of  such 
projects measuring one 
kilometer. 

Fashola said that the gap 
in Nigeria’s infrastructure 
needs is steadily being 
bridged by a gradual pro-
cess of  repairs, renewal and 
construction on major high-
ways and added that such 
interventions have reached 
schools.

He said that there is no 

doubt that the quality of  
education will be impacted 
by the quality of  infrastruc-
ture and the learning envi-
ronment, which according 
to him is why the Federal 
Government is determined 
to make Nigerian schools 
fully ready with necessary 
infrastructure.

Fashola described the gov-
ernment’s initiative as “an 
investment in education” 
and urged the school’s man-
agements to ensure proper 
use of  the infrastructure.

Governor Okezie lkpeazu 
of  Abia State commended 
the Federal Government for 
her commitment and ded-

WTO: Okonjo-Iwuala’s 
emergence big plus to
Africa - YPP
By Ikenna Orioha

Y
oung Progres-
sives Party (YPP) 
has described the 

emergence of  Dr. Ngozi 
Okonjo- Iwuala as Direc-
tor General, World Trade 
Organization (WTO), as a 
big plus to Africa.

YPP through its State 
Woman Leader, Amb. 
Chika Uju, in a chat with 
our reporter in Owerri, 
weekend, said that Africa 
would benefit a lot from 
Ngozi Okonjo- Iwuala’s 
global position.

Uju said that Ngozi 
Okonjo- Iwuala is a pa-
triotic and a brilliant Afri-
can, who has contributed 
in no small measure to 

boosting the economy of  
Africa particularly that of  
Nigeria.

According to the State 
YPP Woman Leader, 
“Ngozi Okonjo- Iwuala 
deserves the current posi-
tion she is occupying. She 
will help a lot to improve 
the world economy espe-
cially that of  Africa and 
Nigeria”.

“She had earlier helped 
Nigeria to offset some of  
her teething global debts. 
She had also assisted to 
improve Nigeria’s econ-
omy when she served as 
finance minister. She is a 
substance and a blessing 
to Africa and the world at 
large considering her intel-
lectual economic prowess 
and capacity”.

ication towards addressing 
the huge infrastructural gap 
in the road network across 
the country.

Executive Director of  
NINLAN, Prof. Obiajulu 
Emejulu described the Fed-
eral Government’s inter-
vention as unprecedented, 
adding that it has raised the 

profile of  the institute.
He said that the brand 

new road network is now 
complementing NINLAN’s 
brand new National Cer-
tificate of  Education pro-
grammes and at the same 
time giving a sense of  be-
longing to both the students 
and workers.

The Nkerehi Progressive Union, women wing, in Orumba South LGA, Anambra State, clad 
in blacks, protesting over the imposition of name change from Nkerehi to Umuchuk-
wu by Dr. Godwin Maduka, a PDP guber aspirant, at the Government House, Awka last 
Thursday. Photo: Uchenna Ezeadigwe.

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

Women numbering 
over fifty from Nke-

rehi community in Orumba 
South Local Government 
Thursday staged a peaceful 
protest over the deepening 
crisis rocking their commu-
nity.

The protest took place at 
the Government House, 
Awka following alleged 
incessant cases of  kidnap, 
maiming and destruction 
of  properties by suspect-
ed thugs, which according 
to the women, were being 
sponsored by Dr. Godwin 
Maduka, a PDP gubernato-
rial aspirant.

News Echo reports indi-
cate that Nkerehi commu-
nity was changed to Umu-
chukwu solely the action of 
Maduka and a contentious 
referendum conducted on 
January 7, 2008 by the An-
ambra state government. 
The community had known 
no peace as a section of  the 
area vehemently opposes 
the change 

Speaking to newsmen 
shortly after the protest, 
the leader Oriaku Mabel 
alleged that since 2007, Dr 

Anambra community women
protest oppression from
Maduka, PDP gov. aspirant

Maduka had kept most of 
the community members 
against their will by hav-
ing a purported change of 
name which was not totally 
agreed by the community. 

“We refused because we 
have a reason to answer Nk-
erehi and since then he has 
been killing our husbands.

When someone dies at 
Nkerehi, his thugs will be 
sent to take charge destroy-
ing any posters, burning 
houses and cars that bear 
Nkerehi in sight.’’

Another protester and vic-
tim of  the abuse, Dr (Mrs) 
Maureen Igwike narrated 
how she was attacked and 
the matter taken to police 
station backed with peti-
tions but nothing has been 
done till date.

 “When the attack on 7th 
happened, we reported to 
Umuchukwu police station, 
ex-commissioner of  police 
SP John Abang invited us 
to the office on 11th Feb-
ruary which we honored 
the invitation. According 
to her, the DPO narrated 
how everything happened 
although she accused the 
commissioner of  not want-
ing to threat the matter. 

“Even when I made 

frantic efforts to speak, he 
shunned me down and or-
dered that he will let me 
know when to talk. Though, 
he further promised that he 
wants everlasting peace and 
not crisis to lead but up till 
now nothing was done. As 
at that time my face was still 
swollen and then thereaf-
ter we wrote a petition but 
nothing has come of  it, so 
we decided to seek the gov-
ernment intervention”, she 
added.

She alleged that Kenneth 
Maduka the younger broth-
er to Dr Godwin Maduka 
after beating her up vowed 
to terminate her family and 
nothing will happen be-
cause they have police at 
their palms.

The wailing protesting 
women were dressed in 
black depicting that they 
were mourning. They 
carried placards with in-
scriptions like “Godwin 
Maduka, change of  name 
is not by force”, “Godwin 
Mmaduka has forcefully 
taken our lands, we now 
live in fear”, “Anambra 
state government please 
come to our aid,” we are 
Nkerehi and not Umuchuk-
wu, among others. They 

called on the Anambra 
State government to come 
to their aid and put an ev-
erlasting solution to the lin-
gering crisis.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the Special Adviser 
to the Governor on Com-
munity and Town Union 
Matters Barrister Mrs Vera 
Queen Okonkwo, thanked 
the Nekerehi women for 
conducting a peaceful pro-
test and equally reassured 
them that Governor Wil-
lie Obiano’s administra-
tion has zero tolerance for 
intimidation, noting that 
everybody has freedom of  
association, speech, reli-
gion among others.

Barrister Okonkwo prom-
ised them that she will relay 
their message to the gov-
ernor as soon as possible 
expressing optimism that 
favorable action will come 
from government to ame-
liorate their plight.

Meanwhile, when News 
Echo visited the Dr Madu-
ka campaign office in Awka 
for reaction over the allega-
tion leveled against him, 
we gathered no tangible re-
action but were assured by 
the secretary that journal-
ists will be contacted for a 
press release on the matter.

From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

T
he Federal Ministry 
of  Agriculture and 
Rural Development, 

(FMARD), in collabora-
tion with the office of  Hon. 
Fred Agbedi at the weekend 
trained 48 persons on fisher-
ies and aquaculture.

Speaking at the Sagbama 
Restoration town hall, the 
Member representing Sag-
bama/Ekeremor Federal 
Constituency, Bayelsa State, 
Hon. Fred Agbedi said, the 
training on promotion and 
development of  fisheries and 
Aquaculture, is one of  his 
empowerment programmes, 
geared towards enriching the 
people.

News Echo reports that, 
Agbedi had trained 100 per-
sons on various household 
products, likes soap mak-
ing, cosmetics, deodorants, 
bleach, entrepreneurship 

FG, Agbedi train 48 persons 
on fisheries in Bayelsa

skills as well as basic book 
keeping and provided start-
up kits and stock of  raw ma-
terials to start production.

Agbedi who appreciated 
the constituents for support 
and care, said he is ready to 
utilize every opportunity and 
resources to support the peo-
ple.

He said, “Federal Govern-
ment is moving away from 
giving money to people, gov-
ernment has decided that, 
people should be trained 
and empowered, and starter 
packages be given to them, so 
that they go and use them to 
make money for themselves, 
rather than giving them mon-
ey to do whatever they like.

“By the advice of  Federal 
Ministry of  Agriculture, this 
was implemented to empow-
er people, particularly those 
who already have some kind 
of  fishery ponds, that can uti-
lize the fingerlings, as well as 
the fish feeds. 
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Bauchi State Governor, Bala Mohammed, on Friday said Nigerians did not need the permission of  any governor to reside anywhere in the country. 
According to Mohammed, citizens do not need the permission of  his Ondo State counterpart, Rotimi Akeredolu, to live in the forests in the 
South-West state. Governor Mohammed also explained himself  over a comment he made about herdsmen carrying Ak-47 rifles for self  defence, 

a statement issued by Mukhtar Gidado, his Senior Special Assistant (SSA) on media, said.  
The Bauchi governor said that the primary objective of  his comment was “to avert the dangerous prospect of  a nation-wide backlash and generalization of  the Fulani clan as 
criminals”. Meanwhile, Akeredolu has described as “provoking and insensitive” the comments made by gov Mohammed that Nigerians do not need Akeredolu's permission to live 
in Ondo forests.
 Akeredolu also warned the Bauchi governor not to set the country on fire with his rhetoric. In a bid to rid Ondo forests of  killer herdsmen accused of  sundry crimes, including 
kidnappings, killings, and rape, among others, Akeredolu had ordered all herdsmen to vacate the state forest reserves or register with the state government. 
The development generated outrage with the Presidency and some governors, including Mohammed, who said Akeredolu lacked the right to issue a vacation notice to herders in the 
state. Also faulting Governor Bala Mohammed, human rights lawyer, Mr Femi Falana (SAN), said the Bauchi governor, while serving as Minister of  the Federal Capital Territory, 
demolished people's houses because they encroached on government land.
Falana described it as funny that Bala could turn around and say herdsmen had a right to stray into people's land and reside in forest reserves without government permission. The 
battle of  words continues to rage.

Herdsmen's possession of AK-47:
Freedom of  settlement: Govs Akeredolu, Mohammed in royal rumble 

The Attack: “Land is in the hands of  the state and federal governments in trust 
but Nigerians don't need the permission of  governors or the federal government 
to settle everywhere. You don't need the permission of  the governor of  Bauchi 
or the governor of  Ondo to be in the forests of  Ondo if  you choose to live in the 
forests because under Section 41 of  the constitution, you are free to settle 
anywhere.” 
The Fulani man is so exposed, dehumanized and demonized. He is being seen 
as a bandit and so anywhere he goes, his commonwealth which I call his cows 
are being taken and rustled and sometimes they are fined beyond your 
imagination and then he has no option than to protect himself,” “when we 
mention AK-47, it is a figure of  speech, the issue is protection, self-help, you 
must protect yourself ”.

The Clarification: “The attention of  the Bauchi State government has been 
drawn to reactions from various members of  the public to gov. Mohammed's 
speech, at the closing ceremony of  the Press Week of  the Correspondent's 
Chapel of  the NUJ in Bauchi State, last Thursday.
“The Governor used the occasion to weigh in on the contentious issue of  
clashes between herdsmen and farmers, particularly against the backdrop of  the 
eviction and other forms of  restriction orders, issued by some state governments 
and non-governmental entities. 
“The primary objective of  the Governor was to avert the dangerous prospect of  
a nation-wide backlash as tempers flared and given that the phenomenon of  
inter-ethnic migration, is a national pastime involving all ethnic groups in 
Nigeria. “By extension, the Governor made it abundantly clear that it will be 
inappropriate to label any one tribe based on the crimes of  a few members of  the 
ethnic group.” 

Herdsmen can live anywhere; 
carry AK-47 – Gov Mohammed

Akeredolu: The position of  Governor Oluwarotimi Akeredolu, SAN, is not 
to engage or confront anyone who has the mindset of  a crisis entrepreneur or 
war monger. “Very provoking and insensitive as the statement appears, we 
can only err on the side of  caution by advising Governor Bala Mohammed 
not to set Nigeria on fire by his thoughts that are highly destructive and 
undermining national cohesion. “Nigerians should ignore him and rather 
focus on those issues that can bring about peace and engender unity.”
Femi Falana: “Under the Bala Mohammed administration in the FCT, 
thousands of  houses were demolished on the grounds that they were illegally 
built on landed properties belonging to the Federal Government. The ex-
minister wanted to demolish the entire Mpape housing over a million people. 
He had claimed that the owners of  the various properties had trespassed on 
the land belonging to the Federal Government. “The people whose properties 
had been marked for demolition briefed our law firm to seek legal redress. On 
behalf  of  the community, we approached the FCT High Court for urgent 
intervention. In an epochal judgment delivered by the Justice Kutigi, the 
planned demolition was halted.” 
While Section 41 of  the constitution guarantees freedom of  movement, it 
does not give anyone the freedom to settle anywhere. Section 43 of  the 
constitution provides that every person is entitled to own immovable property 
in any state in Nigeria. It is curious that Mohammed, who had defended 
herdsmen carrying AK-47 rifles, could go on to demolish a house storing such 
guns and warned the governor to stop deceiving herdsmen.

Don't set Nigeria on fire 
– Gov Akeredolu

Bala Mohammed, guilty of  double standards - Falana

MohammedMohammedMohammed

AkeredoluAkeredoluAkeredolu

By Anthony Ogbekile
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and philosophy 
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hese are two social Tproblems that are 
confronting the Igbo 

today in the modern setting. 
These issues have affected 
many and are of  concern also 
to those not yet affected. It is 
n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
tomorrow they may be 
g r a p p l i n g  w i t h  s u c h  
challenges. How do Igbo 
react to these? Is it affecting 
Igbo negatively or positively? 
How do Igbo resolves social 
problems like this?

In the first place, Igbo 
resents and abhors abortion 
except in the case where the 
foetus is wrongly positioned 
and there is the need to save 
the head of  the woman. It is a 
taboo in Igbo land to abort 
and those encouraging it do 
not like the progress of  the 
person so involved. Igbo does 
the not spill blood. So how do 
Igbo manage pregnancy out 
of  wedlock especially as it 
relates to sexual relationship?

In Igbo culture, sexual 
relationship between man 
and woman is not that 
condemnable. What is an 
offence is forcing a woman 
into the act against her wish. 
That is abominable. Sleeping 
with another man's wife is a 
taboo too or the other way 
round. A man sleeping with 
his sister or his own daughter 
is a crime. These are some of  
the ways Igbo look at sexual 
relationships.

If  a man and woman 
e n g a g e s  i n  s e x u a l  
relationship out of  wedlock 
a n d  t h e  w o m a n  g e t s  
pregnant, according to the 
old time tradition the woman 
will give birth to that child in 
her father's compound. Since 
she was not married that 
child will bear the name of  
the man that gave birth to her 
mother and would also be 
entitled to the wealth of  the 
family among the mothers 
siblings. 

If  the child is a woman her 
marital rites would be 
performed in that same 
family except if  the man 
changes mind to perform the 
normal marriage rite that 
entitles him to take the 
woman.  The Igbo are  
methodical and logical 
people in the way they follow 
their issues. In some places, 
the culture may demand that 
she be married to a man that 
is already married.

They may also allow the 
child to follow the mother in 
the marriage that is after the 
man has performed all 
marriage rites. The man can 
adopt the child. This is the 
reason in some parts of  Igbo 
land you see people who are 
referred to as coming with 
their mother or their mother 
was married with their 
pregnancy. This is acceptable 
in Igbo land. That a woman 
has earlier given birth does 
not stop her from marrying.

What is unacceptable and 
abominable is terminating a 

pregnancy. It is a taboo. It is 
none of  the few fall outs of  
civilization in which people 
have carried on now as the 
new normal. Igbo do not also 
allow or tolerate single 
parent. Any child from 
sexual relationship out of  
wedlock must bear the name 
of  the grandfather. A woman 
does not train a child in Igbo 
land. That child is called (Ezi 
oma) (good thing from 
outside) because it is also a 
good thing. 

The brothers  of  the 
mother, the men, will join 
hands in training the child. 

the grandfather will also join 
effort. Igbo do not go to 
motherless babies home to 
pick a child. The Igbo do not 
also run a motherless babies 
home because a child comes 
from somewhere. If  it is not 
from the mother, it comes 
from the father and would be 
accepted. It is said that if  
something runs after a man, 
he either runs to his mother’s 
or father's place, all of  which 
belongs to him. 

There  i s  a  k ind  o f  
authority/power a man has 
more than a woman in the 
position of  a child in Igbo 

land and is the reason any 
child born stays in the father's 
place and it is the father that is 
given the child. That is how 
the Igbo have arranged it. It is 
the father that gives him the 
root to stand. 

There are many young 
women who have given birth 
but keep hiding and lying to 
men about it. This destroys 
relationships where the man 
and woman may have gone 
far and the truth is unveiled. 
It is better to speak the truth 
from the beginning so that 
each determines ahead his or 
her own position. I have been 

receiving questions on this 
from many people. That a 
young girl has given birth in 
her mother's home does not 
mean that she cannot marry 
again. 

In some places before she 
is married the man first gets 
married to another woman 
and marries her as the second 
one. There is also no where it 
is written that an Igbo man 
must marry only one wife. 
No, it is not our law because 
I g b o  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  
organized their affairs well. 
There is also no rule that a 
woman getting married must 
throw away her child. 

All women going to marry 
move along with the child to 
their husband's home except 
where the family of  the 
woman pleads that the child 
should be left behind to play 
some roles. Naturally, all 
women take their children to 
their husband's home. This is 
not the beginning. There are 
women who cannot avoid 
sexual urges till they get 
married and the resulting 
child from any pregnancy 
would not be thrown away.

T h e  w o m a n  w i l l  
eventua l ly  be  mar r ied  
because any sampled product 
must be bought by someone. 
In conclusion, my final take 
for men and women who 
want to marry, that a woman 
has given birth does not 
foreclose a marriage. Some 
are not deliberate actions. 
Some take in and abort and 
that is blood shedding which 
is evil. This is what is 
hindering the progress of  
many people because the 
spirits of  some aborted 
children may continue to 
hunt the person. 

As traditional people it is a 
t a b o o  t o  s h e d  b l o o d  
especially the blood of  an 
i n n o c e n t  c h i l d  w h o  
c o m m i t t e d  n o  w r o n g.  
Sometimes i t  prevents  
women from conceiving 
again. Let's be more careful. 
What the church condemns 
as sin sometimes in Igbo 
tradition is no crime. It is not 
the end of  the road for the 
woman. Whatever evil that is 
originating from Igbo land is 
caused by the church.

Today the woman levies 
charges of  infidelity against 
the man and there is trouble 
where as the man can marry 
more than one wife as the 
culture demands. Please we 
should know who we are 
b e c a u s e  t h e  way  o u r  
forebears properly organized 
things in the manner it 
accommodated everything. 
Everything Igbo does is 
rooted spiritually.

The status of a child 
outside wedlock 

A mother and child outside wedlock A mother and child outside wedlock A mother and child outside wedlock 
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uper Eagles pair Joe Aribo 

Sand Leon Balogun escaped 
Rangers axe after coach 

Steven Gerrard suspended five 
teammates for violating COVID-
19 protocol

Despite everything having 
gone Glasgow Rangers' way this 
season, the Scottish club have to 
take the measure to drive home the 
importance of  respecting rules.

T h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d 
individuals all attended a house 

arcelona welcomed Cadiz to BC a m p  N o u  o n  S u n d a y 
afternoon with more to play for 

than they would have previously 
thought.

Atletico Madrid lost 2-0 at home to 
Levante on Saturday afternoon after 
drawing with them earlier in the week, 
opening up an opportunity for the 
chasing pack to close the g

Barcelona however failed to 
capitalise, blowing a 1-0 lead to draw 1-
1. Real Madrid won last night at Real 
Valladolid to move just three points 
behind their city neighbours, meaning 
Barcelona could have gone three points 
behind Los Blancos had they won. 
Sevilla can now overtake Barcelona 
when they play Osasuna tomorrow.

Barcelona started in dominant 
form and took the lead on the half-hour 
mark. Pedri was fouled in the box to 
win a penalty, which Lionel Messi duly 
stepped up to coolly convert.

The Catalans dominated the game 
to a ridiculous degree, but squandered 
their lead right at the death by 
conceding a penalty through Clement 
Lenglet.

Alex Fernandez stepped up and 
slotted it home.It does appear the Nou 
Camp landlords are still  yet to 
overcome the heavy defeat by PSG in 
the champions league first leg.

he  mother  o f  for mer TB a r c e l o n a  s u p e r s t a r 
Ronaldinho has reportedly 

passed away after testing positive 
for Covid-19 at the end of  2020.
Dona Miguelina, aged 71, was 
hospitalised after testing positive 
for the virus in December, in their 
home city of  Por to Alegre.
However, as per media rumours 
from outlets in Brazil and Peru, she 
has sadly passed away in the last 
few hours, according to reports 
from Peruvian national TV station 
America. Ronaldinho returned to 
Brazil in 2011, after three years at 

layers  and of f ic ia ls  of  PAdamawa United FC have 
been attacked and their 

driver kidnapped.
Sources in Adamawa State said 

Saturday morning that the players 
were attacked at gunpoint on the 
Benin-Ore expressway earlier in the 
day.

Their phones, money and other 
valuables were taken away by the 
attackers who seized the team 
driver.

The source said the incident 
occurred about 5.30 am as the 
players were travelling for their 
Week 11 NPFL fixture against the 

h e  S p o r t s  W r i t e r s TAssociat ion of  Nigeria 
(SWAN), Imo State branch 

at the weekend honoured Engr 
Ronnis Eronnini in recognition of  
his role in sports development.

In the event which took place at 
the Concorde Hotel Owerri, at the 
weekend SWAN decorated him as a 
patron of  the association and 
certificate of  recognition. 

In presenting the awards, the 
chairman of  the group Rotn Everest 
Ezihe recounted his efforts at 
growing sports in the state which he 
claimed earned him the award.

The occasion was also used by 
friends and colleagues of  the oil 
engineer to felicitate with him after 
35 years of  glorious and meritorious 
service in the Agip Oil Company 
where he first put in 3 years as an 
intern before engagement in 1986.

Ronnis who hails from the 
popular royal family of  Eronini in 
Mbieri was reported to have played 
numerous philanthropic roles in the 
lives of  many needy which he also 
af f i rmed.  “I  have trained 53 
graduates”, he disclosed

In a citation read on his behalf  and 
various other testimonies Eronini 
was  r e pu ted  to  have  p layed 

significant roles in the Rotary Club 
which he served for 30 years where 
he served as Past Assistant Gov. 
District 911 twice. He held for 20 
years the Rotary Charter and 
became a Paul Harris Fellow and 
a t t e n d e d  2 7  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conferences

Erononi is a member of  the 
Nigerian Society of  Engineers 
(NSE), Council of  Registered 
Engineers of  Nigeria (COREN), 
Nigeria Institute of  Management 
( N I M ) ,  c u t  h i s  e n g i n e e r i n g 
education teeth at the then Anambra 

State University of  Technology 
(ASUTEC).

In his response, Eronini advised 
the audience to leave goodwill in 
everything they do and learn to take 
care of  other people's problem. 

Ta l k i n g  a b o u t  h i m s e l f  h e 
disclosed that notwithstanding that 
he came from a royal family he 
grappled with difficulties as well 
adding that he adopted silence 
instead of  telling lies. 

“I am a bit fearless and associates 
with people of  goodness. I tell you 
things as they are. Instead of  telling 
lies, I keep quiet”, he stated.

eicester City moved up to second Lwith a hard fought 2-1 victory 
over Aston Villa in the Premier 

League.
Brendan Rodgers gave his side one 

task: take all three points. And they 
delivered. From the moment the whistle 
went, the Foxes pinned Villa back with a 
high-pressing brand of  football.

James Maddison opened the 
scoring after only 19 minutes with a 

composed low shot from range that 
nestled into the corner of  the net, 
t h e  E n g l a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
punishing Villa who gave him far 
too much time and space.

Harvey Barnes then added a 
second less than five minutes later. 
Emi Martínez couldn't hold on to a 
venomous Jamie Vardy shot from 
inside the box, spilling it into the 
path of  Barnes who reacted 
quickest to smash the ball into the 
back of  the net.

Aston Villa came out quickly in 
the second half  and grabbed a goal 
through Bertrand Traoré, the 
forward did well to get on the end 

of  Matt Targett's cross, with the 
ball bouncing in front of  him he 
managed to get a shot off  which 
swept past Kasper Schmeichel.

Despite Villa's best efforts they 
didn't look the same without their 
captain Jack Grealish, who was 
out due to injury.

Next up for Villa is a trip to 
Elland Road to face Marcelo 
Bielsa's Leeds United. While 
Leicester City have back to back 
home fixtures with Slavia Prague 
in the second leg of  the Europa 
League followed by a visit from 
Arsenal in the Premier League.

MFM FC in Lagos.
According to a player on the 

team, Sadiq Lawan, about eight of  
the attackers emmerged from the 
bush and swooped on the team, 
shooting into the air.

Sadiq Lawan who spoke on 
phone from Benin, added, “They 
(attackers) ordered us out, took our 
money and our phones. It was later 
we found out that our driver was 
taken away. We came back to Benin 
City.”

The Permanent Secretary in the 
Adamawa State Ministry of  Youths 
and Sports, Alhaji Aliyu Jada 
confirmed the attack.

AC Milan, before spells at four 
different clubs back in South 
A m e r i c a .
The  40 -year  o ld  made  207 
appearances in all competitions for 
La Blaugrana, following his 2003 
move from Paris Saint-Germain, 
after playing a starring role in 
Brazil's 2002 World Cup win, and 
he won two La Liga titles and one 
Champions League in Catalonia.

He has experienced a headline 
grabbing last 12 months, after 
spending time in Paraguayan 
prison on charges of  entering the 
country on a fake passport, before 
publicly declaring his controversial 
support for Brazilian president Jair 
Bolsonaro.

party whilst nationwide lockdown 
rules were in place throughout the 
United Kingdom.

Gerrard was not best pleased 
by the situation and named the five 
players who broke the rules, 
removing them from the club's 
squad that faced Royal Antwerp in 
the Europa League on Thursday.

“We're very disappointed and 
will address this issue internally,” 
Gerrard declared.

“The players will be punished 

and for the moment they will be 
removed from the team whilst 
they isolate themselves.

“Then, I will have a face-to-
face conversation with each of  
them.”

Bongani  Zung i ,  Nathan 
Patterson, Calvin Bassey, Dapo 
Mebude and Brian Kinnear have 
been named as the five players 
who attended the party.

Super Eagles stars escape punishment at Scottish Rangers

Covid-19 claims Ronaldinho's
mother at 71

Barcelona stunned
by last minute
equaliser Gunmen attack Adamawa United players, kidnap driver

Leicester City
move up to
second

Imo SWAN Chairman, Rotn Everest Ezihe, presenting an award to Engr Ronnis Eronini
in appreciation of his  contributions to sports development. Other SWAN members at
the background at the event which took place at the Concorde Hotel Owerri, Saturday

Imo SWAN honours Eronini
By Afam Echi

Aribo Balogun

Ronaldinho and his late mother

The attacked Adamawa United team bus



Email:	news@newsecho.com.ng,	Website:	www.newsecho.com.ng,		Editor	-	Afam	Echi,	08137914644

ISSN: 2736-0512     MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021     VOL. 2  NO. 22

ColumnColumnColumn
Pg. 10

Pg. 6

needed and I turned my back on 
the church because it is fake, a tool 
of  Oyibo exploitation of  the black 
world. I can defend this anywhere

Since then the dragging to 
return to church has never ceased 
and here I am asking which church 
I should return to assuming I make 
up my mind. There is a maze of  
confusion in the church or rather 
Christian religion. They will tell 
you their scripture said that God is 
never an author of  confusion but 
what you notice is a huge contrast. 
T h e  b i b l e  i s  r e p l e t e  w i t h 
contradic t ions,  confus ions, 
falsehood, fairy tales etc

Church I  discover  is  an 
unregulated activity where people 
move in and out and do whatever 
they like so it is easier to form sects 
or divisions and do your stuffs 
according to how the spirit leads 
you or your desire to achieve 
wha teve r  ob j ec t ive.  In  the 
Christendom today, you have the 
orthodox churches, the spiritual 
c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  Pe n t e c o s t a l 
churches, among others

Each of  these groups is further 
split along other different lines. 
They all hold the bible, Jesus 

I cannot stop laughing at the 
smart attempt to escape from clear 
inexplicable confusion arising 
from the human contrivance 
represented by religion. I have 
sojourned in all of  these groups 
a n d  d r e w  m y  e x p e r i e n c e. 
Experience they say is the best 
teacher. My discovery is that they 
are all at each other's jugular in the 
fight for supremacy, membership 
and its purported claim to win 
Souls for God.

With each group throwing 
mud at the other and still claiming 
t o  wo r s h i p  G o d  I  a m  l e f t 
wondering which group to attach 
to. Kindly advise if  you know the 
church that will take me to God. 
For now I am cooling off  with the 
spirituality of  our ancestors. It is 
original, unadulterated, natural, 
maligned and abused but very 
potent. 

Man is a spirit in human body. 
God himself  is a spirit. Those who 
serve him must do so in spirit. Why 
should I be subjected to read books 
to know God? Certainly, God 
cannot be found in the books, same 
reason the bible does not talk when 
people swear with it and abuse it. 

t  i s  f u n n y  t h a t Is o m e t i m e s  i n 
discussions with friends 

I do express views that run 
contrary to theirs and the 
next thing they ask is, 
''please which church do 
you attend?'' And I would 
gladly say that ''I don't go to 
church''. Each time I say this 
I notice it raises some 
curiosity and what follows 
next would be a barrage of  
questions seeking to know 
why? I discover that at each 
moment I come across to 
them as a strange person.

This is the situation 
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e 
d i s c u s s a n t s  k n ow  my 
background as coming from 
an environment where 
everybody is identified with 
the Christian religion. It is 
l i k e  w h y  b e i n g  t h e 
exception. One of  the funny 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a b o u t 
re l ig ion and re l ig ious 
people is that they expect 
everybody to tag along with 
t h e m  a n d  s p a r i n g  n o 
opportunity for you to hold 
a different view    

I was born and bred in a 
Christian home and had 
parents who ministered to 
my needs of  school fees 
based on my ability to 
master such Christian stuffs 
like our Lords prayers, 
Psalm 23 etc. Failure to 
recite all of  these very well 
will deny me my fees and 
o t h e r  r e w a r d s  I  w i l l 
normally earn from my 
parents. That is how bad it 
was.

As I was growing up 
even as a child my curiosity 
about  l i fe  g rew and I 
d i s c o v e r e d  a  l o t  o f  
unanswered questions in 
Christianity irrespective of  
its many claims to hold the 
answer to everything. I 
sought solace in the school 
of  thoughts of  many of  
which  today  they  a re 
branded secret societies but 
they gave me the relief  that I 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

Christ, the trinity, God as their 
anchor but heavy dosage of  
doctrinal differences and practices 
that will make you to wonder. Why 
would the ways of  worshipping 
God be different if  everything truly 
came from him? For instance, the 
rituals of  worship in the Anglican 
and Catholic churches, the two 
major orthodox churches are 
different.

The differences again widen 
when you stretch it further to the 
Pentecostal churches and the 
spiritual churches. While the new 
age Pentecostals brand themselves 
as living churches demonizing the 
orthodox as old fashioned they 
also class the spiritual churches as 
reveling in spiritism which their 
bible condemns.

Funnily, each hold something 
against the other and would readily 
draw attention to certain portions 
of  the bible to justify their 
respective claims. When you take 
t h e m  o n  t h e  o b v i o u s 
contradictions and inconsistencies 
that abound they would quickly 
want to wriggle out by saying the 
ways of  God are not the ways of  
man and can never be grasped. 

T
h i s i s 
n o t about 
p u t t i n g down the 
churches as some may interpret 
this piece but a sincere attempt to 
draw attention to the fact that 
religion has not helped anybody 
especially the black man. It is I 
repeat, a human contrivance 
designed to serve some purposes 
which may not fit in to linking you 
up to the Creator and realizing the 
purpose of  life on planet earth

How do religions arise, you 
may ask? Religions emerge from 
the teachings of  Avatars, Saviours, 
Messiahs or whatever they are 
called who comes each time 
manifesting in one part of  the 
globe to bring message of  salvation 
to the world each time the Creator 
felt such need are necessary. It is 
God manifesting himself  through 
or in them to save man.

This is the reason the messages 
from Christ, Krishna, Buddha, 
Mohammed, Confucius, Tao, etc 
never differed from each other but 
only in the cultures where the 
messages are located. Any time the 
Masters come do their job and exit 
their survivors fashion their 
teachings into religion and begin to 
spread it out.

In the effort to cascade down 
to other areas and given the frailties 
of  man in the struggle for control 
these religions divide into sects 
under the control of  people who 
breathe in their own doctrines and 
p u l l  a w a y  t o  w i n  o t h e r s 
convictions. Are you still surprised 
that we have the Ahmadiya, 
Tijaniya muslim sects and within 
each sect there are more splits. 
Ditto in Christianity. 

Also, in the attempt to further 
transmit the messages to other 
areas it transmits along the cultures 
of  the environment where it took 
root because it is the vehicle of  
communication. Christianity like 
Islam used wars to reach here and 
destroy our pristine culture. It was 
found a veritable tool to enslave 
and exploit Africa.

I am still asking which Church 
I  s h o u l d  e n r o l l  i n t o  i t s 
membership. Lend me your help.

Which church should I enroll into its membership?

Nigeria's external reserves
falls below South Africa,
Ghana others

Crashed Airforce jet:
Buhari condoles victims’
families
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