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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A 
lecturer with the 
University of 
-Port Dr. Silva-

nus Uwaoma has said 
that the Nigerian econ-
omy with Abia State in 
particular, will receive 
a major boost from the 
emergence of  Dr. Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala as the Di-
rector General of  World 
Trade Organization 
(WTO).

He also identified the 
appointment of  Dr. Uzo-
ma Emenike from Abia 
State as Nigeria’s Am-
bassador to the United 

WTO: Abia to reap from Okonjo-Iweala,
Emenike’s positions  - Economist

States of  America as a 
big plus for Abia State.

Dr. Uwaoma stated this  
in Umuahia last Tues-
day while reacting to the  
ratification of  Okon-
jo-Iweala’s  seat, arguing 

that Abia State and the 
Nigerian nation stood 
a big chance of  turning 
around her economy, 
using the opportunities 
availed by the positions 
of  the two amazons.

According to the var-
sity Don, the two wom-
en are people of  astute 
quality, adding that the 
biggest mistake made by 
the federal government 
was to have allowed 
Okonjo-Iweala to return 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he former Chair-
man of  Abia State 
Council of  Tradi-

tional Rulers, HRM,  Eze 
John Onuoha Akaliro 
has said that he was not 
detained inside cell by 
men of  Abia State Police 
Command over alleged 
killings of  cows at Bende 
by some unknown per-
sons.

He stated this at his 
palace while reacting to 
some online reports, last 
week, which went viral 
about alleged arrest and 
detention of  the tradi-
tional ruler by men of  
Abia State Police Com-
mand in Umuahia.

The royal father, who 
is the Obasiukwu 11,  of  
Umuobasiukwu Ozuitem 
autonomous  community 
in Bende LGA of  Abia, 

I was not thrown into police cell 
- Abia traditional ruler

however, reiterated his 
earlier call for  an end to 
night and open grazing by 
Fulani herdsmen whose 
activities, he alleged, had 
continued to threaten the 
socio-economic survival 
of  his people.

Eze  Akaliro explained 
that  five youths from his 
community were alleged-
ly detained for almost a 
week on the allegations 
that they were responsi-
ble for the killing of  some 
cows inside a forest at 
Bende.

According to the tradi-
tional ruler, “I was not 
detained inside police 
cell as reported on some 
social media platforms 
recently. But the truth is 
that the police is not giv-
ing my people a fair han-
dling of  the destruction 
of  farms by cows belong-
ing to herdsmen.” 

By Uzoma Ogoke

A
n Imo State born 
veteran Nolly-
wood actor, Rich 

Oganihu has narrated 

My in-laws stole my wife’s corpse, ruined 
my life - Imo Nollywood actor

his ugly experience with 
his in-laws from Obudu 
in Cross Rivers State 
which has practically ru-
ined his life, calling on 
the Imo and Cross River 

to the World Bank.
His words “Abia State 

is lucky to have two of 
her women rose to the 
top echelon of  econom-
ic and diplomatic lead-
ership in the world. The 
state should utilize all 

opportunities therein, to 
re-set her economic road 
map, while I urge the 
federal government to 
appropriate these gold-
en chances to change the 
sad story of  this dying 
economy”.

Some youths from this 
town including union 
president and youth pres-
ident were invited by the 
police for questioning 
and I, together with an-
other traditional ruler, 
Eze Emelike Ekebuisi, 
the Omaka 3, accompa-
nied the youths to the 
youths to ensure their 
safety. But unfortunately, 
the youths were detained 
by the police for an inci-
dent that happened else-
where in Bende, not in 
Ozuitem.”

The royal father called 
upon the federal govern-
ment to liaise with gov-
ernors in the Northern 
part of  Nigeria towards 
establishing central cattle 
ranches in those North-
ern States  for the herds-
men operating in the 
South to move into the 
ranches.

State governments to in-
tervene.
Narrating his ordeal 

to our correspondent, 
Oganihu said his travail 
started around nine years 
ago when his wife died 
as a result of  a protracted 
illness and multiple sur-
geries.
He said his sister in-law 

who was helping him in 
taking care of  his  wife 
cooked up an allegation 
that he killed his wife 
which attracted inhuman 
treatment against him 
by his in-laws who dealt 
with him severely, using 
their connections in the 
highest security architec-
ture of  the country to de-
humanize him without 
any fair hearing.
He said his in-laws leve-

led a lot of  allegations 
against him, including 
that he eloped with their 
daughter without mar-
riage, even when he legal-
ly married his wife and 
had a celebrity wedding, 
sponsored by the present 
Governor of  Cross River 
State, Prof. Ben Ayade 
where the then Secretary 
to the State Government 
represented the then 
governor of  Cross River 
State.
The Nollywood actor 

said the in-laws used 

Imo govt. to seal-up hotels sited 
in unauthorized places
By Jennifer John

Imo State Government has 
set up a committee to re-

view the citing and activities 
of  hotels in Owerri city.

This is one of  the resolu-
tions of  Imo State Execu-
tive Council meeting held 
on Wednesday at the Sam 
Mbakwe Expanded Exec-
utive Chambers, Imo State 
Government House.

The Commissioner for In-
formation and Strategy, De-
clan Emelumba said that the 
committee was empowered 
to seal off  any of  the hotels 
found to be improperly sit-
ed, as well as those disposing 
their liquid wastes through 

the water channels. He said 
when discovered, the own-
ers of  the hotels will also be 
held responsible and be made 
to pay the appropriate fines, 
in accordance with the law 
of  Imo State Environmental 
Transformation Commission 
(ENTRACO).

Other resolutions of  the 
council as communicated to 
newsmen by Emelumba in-
cluded, the charge on the Imo 
State Internal Revenue Board 
to take immediate steps to en-
force payment of  consump-
tion tax and other lawful tax-
es which he said has been in 
place for years without being 
implemented by the relevant 
agencies.

Abia NULGE rejects biometric register
over non-payment of salaries
From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

Abia State Chap-
ter of the Nigeria 
Union of Local 

Government Employees 
(NULGE), has asked its 
members to boycott the 
signing of biometric at-
tendance register over 
non-payment of salaries.

News Echo reports that 
the state government had 
introduced the signing of 
a biometric register as a 
permanent check towards 
having constant attend-
ance of workers in the 17 

Local Government Areas 
of Abia state.

Abia NULGE President, 
Comrade Ikechi Nwaigwe, 
said that the NULGE took 
the decision as its members 
in the 17 Local Govern-
ment Areas have been sub-
jected to hardship without 
any salary or incentive to 
motivate workers.

Nwaigwe warned that all 
o翿�cers of NULGE in the 
17 Local Government Ar-
eas have been directed to 
ensure strict compliance of 
the directive or face sanc-
tion.

their connections in the 
highest echelon of  the 
Police Force and other 
security agencies to ar-
rest him multiple times, 
beat him up mercilessly 
and put him in the same 
police cell with captured 
Boko Haram terrorists.
He said they (his in-

laws) vandalized and 
looted his house and 
other property, chased 
him away from Abuja, as 
a result of  which he has 
been in the village with-
out any means of  liveli-
hood, even as the inhu-
man treatment meted 
against him has caused 
him kidney problems 
and partial deafness, as 
he can no longer hear 
when people speak, un-
less they shouted.
Oganihu, who is also 

an Evangelist lamented 
that friends, fans, follow-
ers and even his converts 
abandoned him, while 
members of  the Nolly-
wood family who dared 
to look into his matter 
were harassed and intim-
idated.
He however, appreci-

ated his Pastors, Prof. 
Felix Obade and Hon. 
Chukwuma who stood 
by him and ensured 
that proper investigation 
was done to unravel the 

truth of  the whole mat-
ter which made him to 
regain his freedom after 
being exonerated of  all 
the allegations.
He lamented that 

though all investigations 
conducted have proved 
him innocent, some 
people who are bent on 
completely ruining his 
life have continued to 
sponsor and promote the 
malicious story that he 
killed his wife. He said 
over six hundred and fif-
ty (650) bloggers and on-
line publishers have car-
ried the story which has 
been translated in seven 
languages.
Consequently, he gave 

a two-week ultimatum to 
bloggers having the mali-
cious story in their plat-
forms and other online 
news outlets to remove 
them or be ready to face 
legal action from him.
“Cross Rivers State 

Governor should help 
me stop her citizens from 
threatening my life me-
dia-wise, etc. The gov-
ernment should aid me 
to honour my late wife by 
burying her legally and 
traditionally as a married 
woman. Let Obudu peo-
ple provide her body that 
was forcefully stolen.

He said, “In view of the 
sufferings of our members 
across the 17 LGAs in the 
state and upon which our 
members have been sub-
jected to further hardship 
without any salary and/
or any incentive, amongst 
other pressing issues af-
fecting the LG workers 
in the state, you are here-
by directed to boycott 
the biometric clocking 
attendance until further 
notice. “is decision is 
in the best interest of our 
members and the Union, 
NULGE.

He said government dis-
covered that most workers 
while feeling their verifica-
tion forms, filled wrong Imo 
Social Security Number and 
have given the affected work-
ers seven days to correct the 
presumed mistake or be 
regarded as criminals who 
decided to forge the Social 
Security Number of  the state 
to illegally and criminally 
collect salaries from the state 
government. Also according 
to Emelumba, council direct-
ed the ministry of  lands to 
commence immediate imple-
mentation of  the white paper 
on the Judicial Commission 
of  Enquiry on land use and 
other related matters.
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From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka

S
peaker, Anambra 
State House of  As-
sembly, Rt. Hon. 

Uche Okafor has reiterat-
ed the state government’s 
resolve to continue to cre-
ate an enabling environ-
ment that would attract in-
vestors in Anambra state.

He stated this during the 
unveiling of  a new Hous-
ing Estate known as Sun-
ray, otherwise called Esso 
properties in Awka, the 
state capital 

Unveiling the Esso prop-
erties, the Speaker ob-
served that the investors 
came to Anambra as a 
result of  “Aku-luo-uno” 
policy of  the present ad-
ministration, led by Gov. 
Willie Obiano.

Anambra Speaker assures 
on investor friendly
environment 

According to Okafor, 
housing remains one of  
the basic needs for man, 
noting that healthy envi-
ronment promotes healthy 
living. acccoprding to him, 
“Willie Obiano has shown 
that Anambra is the Light 
of  the Nation.”

“He has provided the 
requisite conditions to 
strive a business vis-à-
vis, provision of  security, 
street lights among other 
basic facilities that will en-
hance investment. “This 
will surely create direct 
and indirect employment 
opportunities and increase 
the state’s internally gener-
ated revenue. “He said 

The Speaker urged inves-
tors to embrace govern-
ment investment policy to 
transform the state.

Speaking , the Managing 

Director, ESSO Proper-
ties, Mr. Ezenagu Smith 
commended  Obiano for 
his lofty developmental 
ideas, which, he said, had 
contributed to the influx 
of  investors in the state.

“World over, Housing is 
one of  the topmost basic 
human needs just as food 
and clothing that are es-
sential to the existence, 
welfare, mental and psy-
chological well-being of  
man.

“Unfortunately, despite 
being an essential human 
need, it is estimated that 
over 30 per cent of  the 
world’s urban population 
and 35 per cent of  the 
world’s rural population 
cannot meet this funda-
mental need as they cur-
rently live in deplorable 
and unacceptable condi-

tions.
“Such conditions include 

open defecation, absence 
of  improved sewage, over-
crowding, lack of  portable 
drinking water, absence 
of  or erratic power sup-
ply, poor access road, to-
tal absence of  recreation 
centers, living in struc-
tures that are structurally 
unhealthy, insecurity asso-
ciated with property rights 
among others.

“At ESSO properties, we 
have identified this press-
ing human need, its pecu-
liar challenges and have 
devised innovative and 
creative real estate prod-
ucts, aimed at delivering 
first-rate, affordable and 
secure property ownership 
for both the top and low 
income earners in the so-
ciety.

By Jennifer John

Imo State governor, Sen-
ator Hope Uzodimma 

has promised to assist the 
Federal University of  Tech-
nology, Owerri (FUTO) to 
parley with traditional rul-
ers of  the host communities 
to secure the land in dispute 
allotted for the construction 
of  the College of  Medicine 
and Health Technology.

Governor Hope Uzodim-
ma gave the reassurance 
when he received in audi-
ence, the Pro-Chancellor 
and governing council of  
the Federal University of  
Technology Owerri at the 
government house, Owerri.

He assured that provision 
of  sustained security and an 
enabling environment for 
uninterrupted academic ac-
tivities will continue to be a 
priority.

The governor observed 
that the cordial relation-
ship between the state gov-
ernment and the school 
authority was largely de-
pendent on the caliber of  

From Chuma Austin,
Enugu

The Controller of  Cor-
rections in Enugu 

State, Mr. Joseph Emelue, 
has said that the Nigeri-
an Correctional Service 
(NCoS) would engage 
in a massive sensitiza-
tion and engagement on 
non-custodial measures 
in Enugu State.

Emelue said this last 
Wednesday in Enugu 
while officially opening 
a three-day training for 
Non-Custodial Directo-
rate of  the NCoS, Enugu 
State Command and oth-
er sister agencies.

According to him, the 
NCoS would further step 
the training down to in-

volve a broad spectrum of  
stakeholders and leaders 
of  communities where the 
non-custodial measures 
such as community servic-
es will be implemented.

The controller said that 
for the non-custodial 
measures in the NCoS 
Act. 2019 to be imple-
mented; our stakehold-
ers and indeed Nigerians 
must understand it and 
cooperate with the ju-
dicial system to make it 
work effectively.

“For NCoS officers and 
officers of  other sister 
security agencies being 
trained; I expect them to 
fully understand and gain 
expert knowledge on the 
non-custodial measures in 
the NCoS Act. 2019.

people making up the gov-
erning council, and pointed 
out that FUTO’s governing 
council comprised of  those 
with high integrity.

He further assured that 
within 13 -14 months, the 
ongoing Nekede-Ihiagwa 
road construction would be 
completed down to Obin-
ze and promised that the 
breached  perimeter fenc -
ing and bridge within the 
campus will be repaired to 
ensure security and an ena-
bling environment for aca-
demic activities.

Earlier, the Pro-Chance-
lor, Professor John Omini 
Offem who led the FUTO 
delegation in his address 
commended Governor 
Uzodimma for his achieve-
ment in one year in office, 
particularly the ongoing 
construction of  the Nek-
ede-Ihiagwa- Obinze road.

Prof  Offem, noted that 
when completed, trespassers 
will cease to use the school 
premises as a diversion due 
to bad roads, a situation he 
said posed security threat to 
the institution.

Correctional Service Controller to engage 
in non-custodial measures in Enugu

Senator Omisore (right) with some APC members after his defection.

Imo govt. to broker peace
between FUTO and 
landlords

Cleric worried over moral decadence in Nigeria 
From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka 

Onitsha-based cleric, 
Prophet Ikenna Ofodile, 

has expressed worry over the 
moral decadence in the Ni-
gerian society, blaming it on 
indiscipline, poor parenting 
and get-rich-quick syndrome 
among the youths.

Ofodile stated this when the 
executive of  the Anambra 
State Council of  the Nigeria 
Union of  Journalists, NUJ, 
paid him a courtesy visit. 

According to him, such in-
dices of  decadence like inces-
sant kidnapping, insecurity, 
banditry and corruption are 
taking over the nation be-
cause nobody wants to suffer 
to make it in life again.

He said despite the huge hu-
man and material resources 
in the country, it is only God 
that can solve the challenges 
facing the country. 

According to the Prophet, 
Nigeria had mindlessly wast-
ed the resources and oppor-

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

Determined to stop the 
use of  fake and adul-

terated drugs in the coun-
try, the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and Control (NAF-
DAC) has seized counterfeit 
cosmetic products worth 
over N4.197m in Abakaliki, 
Ebonyi State capital.

Reports have it that the 
Agency also sealed up 15 
shops involved in the un-
wholesome cosmetic prod-
uct in Margaret Umahi 
International Market in Ab-
akaliki metropolis.

Speaking to newsmen af-
ter the raid, the leader of  
NAFDAC Enforcement 
from Lagos, Mr. Moses 
Darie, said that using such 
harmful body cream, which 
is not registered with NAF-
DAC, constitute a negative 
health implication for Nige-
rians.

Darie, Chief  Regulatory 
Officer, also blamed other 
traders in the market ``for 
shielding and not expos-

NAFDAC seizes fake cosmetics
products worth N4.1m, seals 15
shops in Ebonyi

ing’’ the nefarious activities 
of  those that deal on the un-
wholesome cosmetic prod-
uct.

According to him, such 
cream constitutes health 
hazards like cancer, kidney 
and liver diseases. “I urge 
every member of  the public 
to be partners in the fight 
against fake, sub-standard, 
unwholesome, adulterated 
and unregistered drugs, cos-
metics and food products. 
“We are still warning that 
Nigerians should never pa-
tronize any product with-
out NAFDAC Registration 
Number; no matter how 
good the promoters say 
such a product is.

“NAFDAC will continue 
its aggressive fight against 
importation of  unwhole-
some and unregistered 
products into the country,’’ 
he said, adding  that NAF-
DAC would first ensure that 
the unwholesome cosmetic 
product is totally mopped 
up and no public access to 
it anywhere in the country; 
while other actions would 
be taken on the matter.

``They must have good 
grasp of  the concept 
and practicality of  the 
non-custodial measures as 
officers in the field.

``This will further help 
reduce over-crowding in 
the custodial centers; en-
suring people that commit 
minor offences are given 
commensurate reforma-
tive punishment within 
their communities and 
other benefits,’’ he said.

Emelue said that if  all 
stakeholders and even 
communities key-in into 
the non-custodial meas-
ures of  reformation, the 
change inherent within 
the NCoS Act would be 
achieved and “the society 
will be a better place for 
it’’.

He charged officers to 
take the training seriously 
and ask questions to get 
clarification on issues not 
understood from the sea-
soned resources persons 
for the training.

tunities through its failure to 
follow the dictates of  God. 
He urged Christians and Ni-
gerians to imbibe the spirit of 
God in their lives, noting that, 
if  we are in tune with the spir-
it of  God, things will go well 
in Nigeria. The chairman of 
NUJ, Anambra State, , Mr. 
Emmanuel Ifesinachi, in his 
response, decried the declin-
ing moral value in the society 
and implored the church to 
intercede for the restoration 
of  the nation’s moral values.
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O
ne of  the greatest challenges 
m i l i t a t i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  
democracy which has been 

identified is the issue of  the led not 
holding their leaders to account. This has 
created multifarious problems, the 
greatest of  which is corruption. 

When leaders feel that they are not 
accountable to anybody or would not be 
challenged to account for their 
leadership they run riot against all. Sadly, 
we run a system where there is a mass of  
illiterates, few unconcerned enlightened 
fellows, docile and nonchalant masses 
against wild, voracious, corrupt, thieving 
public officials.

Every process ought to have an inbuilt 
mechanism that is supposed to ensure 
control and protect the system from 
collapse. All of  these are found in our 
establishments but in reality they are 
deliberately circumvented or made to fail 
by human effort. All of  these human 
contrivances occur because the 
perpetrators are certain that they can do 
this without consequences since no one 
would raise an eye brow.

I think it is a cultural thing that we do 
not get our public officers to account for 
their performance in office. Even at the 
domestic level how many of  us as parents 
get our children to account for their 
performances in school or for the bills 
that we pay. We either think it is 
unnecessary or feign lack of  time. 

The seeming everlasting oil revenue 
has indulged us into wasteful and 
unneces sa r y  spend ing  bu t  the  
experiences of  the moment appear to be 
awakening our consciousness to prudent 
management. Lack of  accountability is 
more pronounced in the public sector 
where politicians hold sway than in the 
private sector.

 The managers of  businesses in the 
private sector know they will account to 
those who have injected their resources 
and since their successes determine their 
growth, stay or withdrawal in the 
organization they get more committed to 
produce the desired results. 

This is unlike the politicians who owe 
their loyalty to a certain god father or the 
millions they injected to win election. 
The perception that government 
business is no man's business holds sway 
and greatly influences virtually every 
business activity in the public sector. 

Providing the right leadership remains 
a basic and critical tool in the 
management of  the affairs of  men. The 
leader is like the head of  the body. It is 
said that when the head is sick every 
other part of  the body is also deceased. 

This is typical of  the scene 
playing out in the affairs of  
Nigeria. We have never gotten it 
right in this area and this is the 

reason poverty and lack have continued 
to embarrass us even with the various 
changes experienced in leadership. 

The process of  throwing up the 
leadership is even faulty and so the 
system itself  cannot give what it does not 
have. Bad leadership manifests in the 
form of  corruption, election rigging, 
mediocrity, nepotism, and other forms 
of  negative indices. The depth and 
magnitude of  bad leadership which 
manifests at all levels of  governance in all 
aspects of  our national life is exemplified 
by the fact that each succeeding 
administration in the country's affairs 
has never fared better than the 
government it succeeded. There could be 
very few exceptions though.

A factor that plays out which impedes 
the idea of  accountability is the 
perception the masses hold of  our 
leaders and also the perception of  the 
leaders against the electorates. In the 
advanced societies, leadership roles are 
seen as opportunities to serve and do 
great things for one’s fatherland. Here it 
is opportunity to serve ourselves and 
jettison others. 

Worst, the people view the leaders as a 
privileged class that must be worshipped 
and revered, who must never be 
questioned even when it is clear they are 
stealing us blind. People are scared that 
they would be denied their dues if  they 
ask questions so they choose to recoil 
into themselves forgetting that their 
children will suffer the consequences of  
their inaction tomorrow.

In like manner the so called leaders 
also view the electorates as a conquered 
people who should not question their 
activities but accept what they see 
because they hold the knife and the yam 
and can only give to whoever they wish.

We are in the first half  of  the four year 
tenure. 

News Echo wishes to remind the 
electorates that it is time they begin to 
question the stewardship of  their leaders 
at whatever level. They must not wait 
until another election knocks at the door. 
The leaders too should search their 
consciences if  they are meeting the 
expectations of  their people.

People should begin to ask questions 
and challenge unpopular policies of  the 
government. Sadly, the activities of  civil 
society groups and human rights activists 
have shrinked considerably. It is time we 
take our destiny in our hands. However 
the society turns out is entirely our own 
making. The docile masses should wake 
from their slumber and roar against the 
thieving politicians and they would flee.
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Demanding accountability 
from leadership
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eyond the alluring Btitles of  our work, 
the sectoral and 

thematic good we do in 
communities across the 
country, the conflicts we 
have seen in the last few 
months in different parts of  
Nigeria should worry all 
civil society leaders from 
traditional nonprofits, 
r e l i g ious  nonpro f i t s,  
associations, unions, and 
academics through to the 
m e d i a ,  t h i n k  t a n k s,  
business associations, 
f a i t h - b a s e d  g r o u p s ,  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  
f o u n d a t i o n s ,  a n d  
philanthropists.

No doubt, the year 2021 
has a lot riding on it as we 
recover from the pangs of  
COVID-19 and the fallout 
o f  t h e  # E N D S A R S  
protes ts.  With many 
Nigerians pinning their 
hopes for the year and the 
future on good health, 
improved finances, access 
to better services and a 
good life, these needs are 
better achieved in a period 
of  calm and quietness 
when all as citizens can go 
about  the i r  bus iness  
without fear and insecurity.

Over the last few days, 
one has been discouraged 
by the level of  insecurity, 
ethnic clashes, racial 

profiling, and herdsmen – 
farmer crises, amidst 
growing injustice and an 
overwhelmed security 
architecture. If  sustainable 
d e m o c r a c y  a n d  
development are to be truly 
implemented, peace and 
s e c u r i t y  m u s t  b e  
recognised as their very 
f o u n d a t i o n s .  A s  
government commences 
dialogue and stakeholder 
engagements across the 
country, civil society 
leaders must act by using 
the resources, experience, 
and community assets built 

over the years in giving the 
needed energy and impetus 
to the essential elements of  
these dialogues, which is 
trust.

As the most trusted 
between political and 
business leaders, civil 
society leaders must heed 
the call to bring to bear 
their capacity to raise 
awareness on issues devoid 
of  partisan politics and to 
jumpstart or curate difficult 
conversations in ways that 
ensure that issues are 
addressed, and solutions 
identified within a culture 
of  mutual trust and respect. 

Agreed as leaders we are all 
pained by the attitude of  
government to our sector 
especially when we flag 
real social issues and are 
largely ignored.

We only  have  one  
country, which is why we 
use our own resources, 
those of  friends and 
families, donors (local and 
international) and millions 
of  volunteer hours yearly 
to bring democracy and 
d e ve l o p m e n t  t o  t h e  
doorsteps of  the common 
man.  Everywhere in 
N i g e r i a ,  c h a r i t a b l e  
nonprofits are providing 

and serving the needs of  
residents as the nation's 
social  and economic 
absorber, it is time to play 
the role of  unifying our 
diversity. Our speeches, 
o p i n i o n s ,  p r o j e c t s ,  
p r o g r a m m e s ,  a n d  
outreaches should now be 
framed along those of  
healing and inclusion.

No one doubts that we 
are hurt. And we are not 
immune to ethnic bias 
ourse lves,  hence  the  
healing must start from our 
sector. Our understanding 
of  the issues and framing 
them within the right 

context and evidence away 
f r o m  s e n t i m e n t s ,  
stereotyping and ethnic 
bigotry will go a long way 
as we start the difficult 
journey of  managing and 
safeguarding our diversity 
without leaving any one 
b e h i n d .  W h i l e  o u r  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  
government and businesses 
remain valid, we must 
reflect on our role as to how 
we got to this stage as a 
nation and what, as civil 
society leaders, we could 
have done differently 
ourselves. Even if  it is a pie, 
we have also disappointed 
other critical stakeholders.

Our reflection must 
centre on speaking truth to 
power and working with 
those in and outside of  
power to put off  the raging 
fires of  hatred we see 
across our country. We 
must be united in our quest 
to ensure peace returns to 
our communities and that 
we face head-on the issues 
t h a t  d i v i d e  u s .  
Understanding that no one 
sector has all the answers, 
w e  m u s t ,  w h e t h e r  
consulted or not, share our 
thoughts, opinions, and 
insights with government 
at all levels. Even if  we will 
be ignored yet again, we 
must be able to say we 
played our part.

Civil society must act for a peaceful Nigeria
By Oyebisi, B. Oluseyi

ormer Governor of  FCentral Bank of  
Niger ia  (CBN),  

Prof. Charles Soludo has 
described the Anambra 
S t a t e  N o v e m b e r  
governorship election as 
consequential to the party 
survival.

Soludo stated this on 
T h u r s d a y  a t  A l l  
P r o g r e s s i v e s  G r a n d  
Alliance (APGA) office, 
Awka while declaring his 
intention to contest for the 
governorship position in 
t h e  s t a t e . S o l u d o ’ s  
declaration attracted all the 
Commissioners, chieftains 
of  APGA and all the local 
government chairmen in 
the state.

The declaration also 
witnessed the presence of  
all APGA members in the 
House of  Representatives 
and key  gover nment  
functionaries in the state.

According to Soludo, 
every party member must 
take the election serious 
because it would determine 
the existence of  APGA in 

the state and Nigeria.  
" T h i s  e l e c t i o n  i s  
consequential in Anambra 
state and if  APGA does not 

win, it means the party is 
gone. No APGA member 
must toy with this election 
and if  APGA leaves 

Anambra i t  has lost  
direction.  

Do not make the mistake 
in the person the party field 

f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a s  
candidate because the 
party cannot afford to lose 
t h e  e l e c t i o n "  h e  
said.According to him, the 
collective destiny of  the 
party is at stake now and 
must be protected by all 
means.  

"People have been asking 
me when am I declaring 
but I told them, I will do so 
at appropriate time and 
now is the time. "I have 
finished with the world and 

Nigeria. 
I have to come home to 

serve my people. God in his 
infinite mercy has blessed 
me beyond imagination 
and I want to use the rest of  
my life to serve God  and 
humanity  in my state", he 
said. 

In his response, State 
Chairman Mr. Nobert Obi 
said they are happy seeing 
Soludo declaring to contest 
for  the gover norship 
position of  the state under 
APGA.

Anambra 2021: governorship election 
consequential to APGA - Soludo
From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka

he  Ab ia  S ta t e  

TAgency for Mass 
Literacy, Adult and 

Non-formal education has 
conducted an assessment 
and recruitment test for 
about 450 Instructors and 
teaching facilitators in the 
State, geared towards 
eradication of  illiteracy in 
the State.

They are to work in over 

450 study centres across 

the State .The tests which 

w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  o n  

Thursday at Ibeku High 

school, Umuahia, Abia 

State was written by 

teachers drawn from the 17 

LGAs of  the State while 

the results of  the exercise 

are expected to be ready in 

two weeks time.
Addressing the teachers 

during the assessment tests, 
the new Executive Director 
of  Abia State Agency for 
Mass  Li teracy,  Hon.  
D o u g l a s  C h i m e z i e  

Nwaorji informed the 
participants that the tests 
were in their best interest as 
it would prepare them for 
the task of  illiteracy 
eradication.

N wa o r j i  u r ge d  t h e  
participants to utilize the 
opportunity provided by 
the exercise to retool 
themselves for the anti-
illiteracy, in line with 
G o v e r n o r  O k e z i e  
Ikpeazu's agenda.

The Executive Director 
also cautioned the teachers 
against disobedience to the 
laid down rules of  Abia 
S t a t e  a n t i - i l l i t e r a c y  
A g e n c y,  e s p e c i a l l y  

unprofessional conducts in 
discharge of  their duties.

"The federal government 

is interested in eradication 

of  illiteracy and our 

e d u c a t i o n - f r i e n d l y  

Governor, Dr Okezie 

Ikpeazu is not leaving any 

stone unturned towards 

winning the war, especially 

in rural areas of  the State."

"Illiteracy is a major 

source of  concern for the 

Nigerian society. Most of  

the problems we are facing 

in the country are as a 

result of  the poor level of  

illiteracy among the youths 

and this exercise today is to 

prepare the teachers who 

will lead the charge against 

illiteracy, especially in rural 

areas.", he said.

He  added  tha t  the  

assessment/recruitment 

exercise was equally used 

to ascertain the physical 

and mental capacity of  the 

instructors as well as to 

reinvent their flair for the 

teaching profession, which 

will in turn propel the fight 

against illiteracy.
Nwaorji concluded by 

p r o m i s i n g  t h e  t o t a l  
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  
educat ion  agency  in  
wiping away illiteracy, in 
l ine with Dr Okezie 
Ikpeazu's policy.

Abia instructors 
caution against 
illiteracy
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia
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ow sensitive are you Hto dictate fake love 
in a relationship??? 

Everything that has original 
also has fake including love. 
Some people's love are fake, 
and funny enough it can lead 
to marriage but remember 
that life doesn't end in 
marriage rather it enters gear 
two.

1 Corr 13: 4&5
Love is patient, love is 

kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonor others, it is 
not self-seeking, (d) it keeps 
no record of  wrongs. One 
thing about genuine love is 
that it endures hard times. If  
the presence of  a fake lover is 
not discovered on time, it 
becomes a problem later in 
the relationship.

The pertinent question 
here is “How do you identify 
a fake lover? Is some love 
fake? I want to let you know 
that some loves are fake. Not 
everyone who claims to love 
you really loves you. Some 
express their love only on 
their lips. Love is all about 
action. I shall help you with 
some signs that will help you 
to identify a fake lover in a 

any  t imes  on Msoc ia l  med ia , 
stories make the 

r o u n d s  o f  w i c k e d 
stepmothers or fathers who 
go all out to frustrate the 
other children of  their 

have with their stepchildren. 
It is now more popular for a 
man to marry just one 
woman but this has not 
stopped men with kids from 
their previous unions from 
getting married. 

This young Nollywood 
actress caused quite a buzz 
on social media after it was 
gathered that  she  was 
getting married to much-
o l d e r  b i l l i o n a i r e 
businessman, Ned Nwoko, 
as his fifth or sixth wife. She 
married into an obviously 
large family with many 
wives and children. This 
however hasn't stopped her 
from having her fun or 
showing great love to her 
husband's other kids. 

Nabila Fash:
P o p u l a r  s i n g e r , 

Oritsefemi's TV presenter 
wife, Nabila Fash, is also 
another celebrity worthy of  
note in this department. 

She has been known to 
s h a r e  a n  e n v i a b l e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h e r 

stepdaughter, Esther. On 
Valentine's Day, the singer's 
daughter melted hearts on 
social media with the gifts 
she presented to her step 
mum. 

Annie Idibia:
This Nollywood actress 

and wife to legendary singer, 
2baba, is another celeb 
deserving to be mentioned 
on this list. Despite having 
two kids for the music star, 
she is still on great terms 
with her husband's five other 
children and even their 
mothers.  When 2baba 
celebrated his birthday, 
Annie reached out to one of  
the mothers of  her step kids, 
Sunmbo Adeoye, to be the 
eve n t  p l a n n e r  f o r  t h e 
surprise party. 

Toyin Abraham:
This Nollywood actress 

i s  u s u a l l y 
c a l l e d 
m o t h e r  b y 
her husband, 
K o l a w o l e 
A j e y e m i ' s 
d a u g h t e r . 
T h e y 
c e l e b r a t e 
each other's 
big days and 
openly show 
l o v e  a n d 
respect to one 
another. 

This article is to shine 
the  spot l ight  on some 
Nigerian celebrities who 
have good and enviable 
relationships with their 
stepchildren. 

Funke Akindele-Bello:
T h i s  v e t e r a n 

Nollywood actress got 
married to divorcee music 
maker, Abdulrasheed Bello 
aka JJC Skillz. Their union 
has become a thing of  
a d m i r a t i o n  a s  t h e y 
constantly dish out couple 
goals. JJC having kids from 
his previous union has not 
affected their marriage and 
Funke also seems to be on 
great terms with them. They 
ce lebra te  each  o ther ' s 
birthdays and even take 
fami ly  hol iday photos 
together. 

R e g i n a 
Daniels: 

claims to love you but is self-
centred, it is not genuine. 
Anyone who claims to love 
you but is self-centred is a 
fake lover. True love is built 
on sacrifices and selflessness. 
You cannot love without 
sacrificing. It takes a heart 
tha t  i s  r eady  to  make 
sacrifices to love genuinely.

3. A fake Lover pays 
little or no attention to your 
welfare: Another way to 
identify false love is when 
your partner doesn't pay 
much attention to you. In 
other words, if  your partner 
is faking his/her love, they 
won't show much concern 
for you. When you are sick 
or in distress, they claim to be 
busy. After recovering, they 
come back to apologize and 
give their reasons. They do 
that to make you believe that 
they love you, but they don't. 
They love you only when 
things are right. But in hard 
times, their love vanishes.

4. Uncompromising: A 
fake lover is never willing to 
compromise. You either 
accept his/her opinion or 
you live it. They don't care 
about how you feel. Their 
only concern is for their 

relationship.
What does false love 

mean? 
False love simply means 

“Love without genuine 
feelings” It has to do with 
pretence. When someone 
claims to love you but doesn't 
show it, it is fake love.

Signs of fake love in a 
relationship

1. Emotional Distance: 
One major signs of  fake love 
in a relationship is emotional 
distance. Your partner does 
n o t  c o n n e c t  w i t h  yo u 
emotionally.  They lack 
feelings for you but pretend 
to love you. It is not genuine 
love. When you are not 
connected emotionally with 
your partner, it simply means 
that little or no love exists 
between the both of  you. 
Your partner may be in the 
relationship because of  
personal gain but don't really 
love you. It is a sign of  a fake 
lover.

2 . Selfishness: A fake 
lover is always selfish. All 
they care is about their 
selfish interest. They don't 
want to know about your 
well-being. Love is selfless 
and not selfish. If  he or she 

partners. The Nigerian film 
industry also did not help 
matters by focusing most of 
their stories on this ill, with 
only a few of  them telling 
positive stories about the 
relationships stepmothers 

opinion to be taken. In every 
healthy relationship, one 
person must compromise in 
o r d e r  t o  k e e p  t h e 
relationship going. If  you 
don't, they may be a crisis in 
the relationship.

5 .  A  f a k e  p a r t n e r 
controls. 

They will trick you to 
a c c e p t  e a c h  o f  t h e i r 
opinions. But a good partner 
does not control. He/she 
respects and values their 
partner. When their partner 
says 'No' they take it for no. 
When he/she says 'Yes' they 
take it for yes. They are not 
willing to make their partner 
g o  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l , 
especially when it is risky. 
Fake love is  the direct 
opposite of  true love. It lacks 
the characteristics of  love 
w h i c h  a r e :  k i n d n e s s , 
patience, tolerance, etc. A 
fake lover can only be 
identified when you look 
very closely to his or her 
actions.

How does he/she treat 
you in difficult times? 

Does he/she remain with 
you even when you are 
passing through the struggles 
of  life? This question will 

also help you to identify fake 
love in a relationship.

Tr ue Love vs.  Fake 
Love: 

To find a true lover who 
can give you real love, you 
have to know what true love 
is. To attract and keep 
him/her, you have to give a 
genuine love in return. 
Knowing how to distinguish 
pure love from false love will 
give you wisdom on building 
a long-lasting relationship 
and avoiding the toxic ones. 
Such insight will also keep 
y o u  aw ay  f r o m  f u t i l e 
suffering due to loving the 
wrong person. Moreover, it 
wi l l  p revent  you  f rom 
hurting people and being 
guilty of  not giving the right 
love.

 H e r e  a r e  s o m e 
differences between true love 
and fake love that you must 
know:

1.  Tr ue love  makes 
sacrifices; fake love is only a 
concern of  itself. True love is 
selfless. Though it doesn't 
neglect itself, it is ready to 
make big sacrifices just to 
make someone truly happy. 
On the other hand, fake love 
is selfish, as it only cares for 
itself.

2. True Love rejoices in 

t h e 
t r u t h ; 

f a k e Love hides in 
the darkness of lies.

True love enjoys living 
an honest life. It cannot be 
comfortable with lies. It 
takes away your doubts and 
insecurities, as it always 
s h o w s  h o n e s t y  a n d 
transparency. On the other 
hand, fake love takes 
pleasure in making lies. It is 
afraid to get near the light. 
It lives in the darkness and 
offers no enlightenment.

3. True love is kind; 
fake love is cruel.

True love has a big 
heart. It's generous and 
compassionate. It will give 
you love and care more 
than what you deserve. On 
the other hand, fake love is 
heartless. It will give you 
pain and bad treatment you 
don't even deserve.

4. True love is patient; 
f a k e  l o v e  i s  s h o r t -
tempered.

True love can endure 
and forgive your faults and 
shor tcomings.  I t  wi l l 
reasonably give you many 
chances and wait until you 
change for the better. On 
the other hand, fake love is 
easily angered when you 
make mistakes. It will 
quickly judge and punish 

Entertainment/Showbiz/Music/Fashion

Identifying fake love in relationships 

5 Nigerian celebrities who have good relationships with their step children 

Funke Akindele-Bello & JJCFunke Akindele-Bello & JJCFunke Akindele-Bello & JJC

Regina Daniels & her step childrenRegina Daniels & her step childrenRegina Daniels & her step children

Toyin Abraham, her husband, son and step daughterToyin Abraham, her husband, son and step daughterToyin Abraham, her husband, son and step daughterNabila Fash & husband, OritsefemiNabila Fash & husband, OritsefemiNabila Fash & husband, Oritsefemi Annie Idibia & step childrenAnnie Idibia & step childrenAnnie Idibia & step children
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igerian weddings are 

Nknown for many things; 
however, one thing that 

stands out is the fanfare. A typical 
Nigerian wedding has family, 
friends, and even passers-by in 
attendance. But in recent times, 
people are embracing private 
ceremonies. In fact, Nigerian 
celebrities are not left out as a 
number of  them have wedded their 
spouses in exclusive ceremonies. 
Here are highlights of  seven 
Nigerian celebrities that got 
married with strictly family and 
friends in attendance. 

Khafi and Gedoni
The BBNaija couple caught 

many unawares after they shared 
photos from their simple wedding 
ceremony. Although Khafi once 
revealed that  the pandemic 
delayed their wedding, she didn't 

give a hint on when they decided to 
walk down the aisle. 

Adekunle Gold and Simi 
From dating to when they got 

married, the couple made sure the 
public was not aware of  their 
moves. In fact, friends who 
attended the wedding were not 
allowed to share photos or videos 
from the wedding ceremony. 

D'banj 
The musician got married to 

his wife in a private ceremony on 
July 2, 2016. Their union was 
reportedly sealed at a registry with 
just about 25 close relatives in 
attendance, including the couple's 
parents. 

Zainab Balogun 
The act ress  mar r ied  her 

husband Dikko in grand style, 

however, it was a private ceremony 
with only family and friends in 
attendance. 

Uche Jombo 
The act ress  mar r ied  her 

husband Kenny Rodriguez in 2012 
in a private ceremony. 

Funke Akindele and JJC 
Skills 

The actress kept her second 
wedding to her husband JJC under 
wraps. In fact, it was when they 
shared photos online that many 
people believed that she got 
married again. Funke got married 
in a private ceremony in London. 
The event was attended by close 
family only. 

2face and Annie Idibia 
The musician married his wife 

in a private ceremony in Dubai on 
March 23, 2013. 

Celebrities that got married in beautiful private ceremonies 
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Khafi and Gedoni

2face and Annie Idibia

Funke Akindele and JJC Skills 

D'banj  and wife, DidiD'banj  and wife, DidiD'banj  and wife, Didi

Zainab Balogun and husband, Dikko 

Adekunle Gold and Simi Adekunle Gold and Simi Adekunle Gold and Simi 

Uche Jombo and husband, Kenny
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here's nothing like Tknowing the type 
of  wedding dress 

you want to wear on your 
wedding day.

Over the years, we have 
s e e n  b r i d e s  c l a d  i n 
beautiful white gowns on 
their weddings day and 
t h e y  l o o k  a b s o l u t e ly 
stunning.

It looks like the trend is 
chang ing.  Br ides  a re 
getting more creative than 
the usual.

Of  course, there are no 
rules in fashion when it 
comes to the wedding. 
Every bride has the right to 
break all fashion rules to 

stand out at her big day.
One important thing is 

what you wear on your 
wedding day, this can 
either make you extra 
gorgeous and confident or 
ruin your day.

2021 is shaping up to be 
a supremely fashionable 
year to be a bride. It marks 
a  m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d 
individuality and self-
expression.

For brides who do not 
want to wear a white gown 
on your wedding day, here 
a r e  s o m e  n o n - w h i t e 
wedding gown inspirations 
for you.

9 non-white wedding gown inspirations for 2021 brides-to-be 
Entertainment/Showbiz/Music/Fashion
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T
he Senate yesterday 
confirmed the nomi-
nation of  Barr. Victor 

Chinemerem Muruako as 
Chairman of  the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Commission.

The confirmation of  the 
nominee followed the con-
sideration of  the report of  
the Senate Committee on 
Finance, chaired by Senator 
Solomon Olamilekan Ade-
ola. 

The Chairman of  the 
Committee and Senate 
Leader, Yahaya Abdullahi, 
immediately objected to the 
confirmation of  the nom-
inee on the basis that full 
nominations to the Com-
mission’s board were yet to 
be forwarded to the Upper 
Chamber by President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

Abdullahi also said the 
chairman cannot be con-
firmed alone without the 
complement of  the full 
membership of  the Board.

He, therefore, moved a 
motion for the confirma-
tion to be stepped down, 
pending when the President 
constitutes the Commis-
sion’s Board and sends the 
nominations to the Upper 
Chamber for screening and 
confirmation.

Muruako confirmed as
Fiscal Responsibility
Commission chairman

The Senate President, 
Ahmad Lawan, in his re-
sponse, however, prevailed 
on his colleagues in the Sen-
ate to confirm the nominee 
pending when the full list 
of  nominees was sent to the 
Senate by the President. “If  
we don’t confirm, this per-
son would still be acting, so 
it makes little or no differ-
ence really. “I suggest we do 
the confirmation and insist 
that the Chairman does not 
constitute the board of  the 
Commission, because the 
Commission is supposed to 
have the full complement of  
what the law says.

The Commission is enti-
tled to the full complement 
of  members who were 
supposed to be confirmed 
alongside the chairman. 
However the senate con-
firmed him while waiting 
for the full membership 
constitution.

The Deputy Senate Pres-
ident, Ovie Omo-Agege 
(APC, Delta Central), said 
that going ahead with the 
confirmation of  the nom-
inee without the comple-
ment of  the full member-
ship of  the Board was not 
the intent of  President Bu-
hari.

Umahi inaugurates EndSARS seminar 
committee 
By David Eze, Abakaliki

Governor David Umahi 
of  Ebonyi State has in-

augurated a committee on 
EndSARS seminar with a 
charge to develop right tem-
plate for the success of  the 
programme.

The Governor who was 
represented by the Deputy 
Governor, Dr. Kelechi Igwe 
explained that the commit-
tee has become necessary to 
re-orientate the youths and 
direct their minds towards 
contributing to the develop-

ment of  the country.
The Governor who stated 

that every Ebonyi youth is 
qualified to participate in the 
seminar urged the committee 
in addition to developing the 
right organizational structure 
for the seminar, should also 
engage seasoned resource 
persons.

He expressed optimism that 
the seminar will offer partic-
ipants the opportunity to be 
critical about what should be 
done to promote peace in the 
country.

T
he Nigeria Police 
Force has deployed 
more men to Niger 

State to rescue kidnapped 
students, teachers, and oth-
er staff  of  Government Sci-
ence College, Kagara.

No fewer than 42 people, 
including 27 students, were 
kidnapped when bandits at-
tacked the school Tuesday 
night.

Force Police Public Re-
lations Officer, CP Frank 
Mba, who disclosed this in 
a statement, said that aerial 
surveillance had begun to 
ensure the rescue of  the 
victims.

In the statement entitled, 
‘Kagara abduction’ and 

Kagara abduction: Police deploy
men to rescue victims

made available to newsmen 
on Thursday, it noted: We 
are committed to the safe 
rescue of  all abductees, says 
IGP’,  Mba said, “The In -
spector-General of  Police, 
M.A Adamu, has assured 
the nation that the Force 
is irrevocably committed 
to the safe rescue of  all ab-
ductees in the recent attack 
on Government Science 
College, Kagara in Rafi 
Local Government Area of  
Niger State and other relat-
ed incidents.

“The IGP noted that a 
joint massive search and 
rescue mission involving 
the Police, the Military, 
and other law enforcement 

agencies was ongoing to en-
sure that all abducted per-
sons are rescued unhurt and 
reunited with their families.

 “To give impetus to the 
rescue operation, the IGP 
has ordered the deployment 
of  additional tactical, intel-
ligence and investigative as-
sets of  the Force including 
four units of  Police Mobile 
Force attached to Operation 
Puff  Adder II, one Unit of  
Police Special Forces, per-
sonnel of  the Counter-Ter-
rorism Unit and operatives 
from the Force Intelligence 
Bureau and the Force 
Criminal Investigations De-
partment. One police aerial 
surveillance helicopter has 
also been deployed.

Kanu

A
mid the disturb-
ing wave of  gross 
insecurity across 

the country, particular-
ly in the South East, the 
leader of  Indigenous Peo-
ple of  Biafra, IPOB, Mazi 
Nnamdi Kanu, has once 
again made it clear that 
only the actualization of  
the Sovereign State of  
Biafra would guarantee 
safety, peace of  mind and 
tranquility to the people 
of  South East.

Speaking in one of  his 
recent radio programmes 
from Houston, Texas, 
USA, Kanu said that 
Ndi-Igbo must join hands 
to ensure that Biafra is re-
alized in the nearest pos-
sible time.

Insecurity: Biafra our only hope - IPOB

From David Eze,  Abakaliki

A 
chieftain of  the 
Peoples Dem-
ocratic Party 

(PDP), in Ebonyi state, 
Elder Fred Udeogu has 
warned the ruling All 
Progressives Congress 
(APC), in the state to stop 
forcing and giving money 
to citizens to register into 
their party.
Elder Udeogu who stat-

Stop coercing people to register with APC 
- Ebonyi PDP chieftain warns

ed this in an interview 
with Newsmen in Ab-
akaliki accused the APC 
in the state of  forcefully 
collecting PVCs of  the 
people.
According to him: “Is 

there anybody register-
ing with APC in Ebonyi? 
Nobody is registering 
with them (APC). Mov-
ing around you see what 
is happening there. They 
are forcefully trying to get 

PVCs from individuals 
and in some cases they 
give money to People 
so that they collect their 
PVC’s from them.
“We have advised our 

people not to release their 
PVCs to anybody be-
cause that is their person-
al properties, adding that 
they are equally trying to 
intimidate civil servants 
into registering with them 
(APC). We have told our 

people to be mindful of  
them and that nobody 
should coerce them into 
releasing their PVCs, he 
said.
Elder Udeogu in another 

development insisted that 
he will not accept the fed-
eral high court ruling that 
dissolved his PDP care-
taker committee which 
was appointed by the Na-
tional Working Commit-
tee, NWC of  the PDP.
“The Federal High 

court sitting in Abaka-
liki passed their ruling 
against us, and we knew 
it was going to be so be-
cause of  what they are 
doing. The way the case 
was handled, we weren’t 
comfortable. 
“We actually did not 

accept the ruling and al-
ready our legal team have 
already proceeded on ap-
peal because I did not ac-
cept the judgement. So, I 
will follow it up until jus-
tice is done.
He further called on 

the genuine members of  
PDP in Ebonyi state to 
remain committed and 
resolute that the Feder-
al High court ruling will 
soon be upturned by the 
Appeal court sitting in 
Enugu state. 

The Biafra agitator re-
vealed that Imo State had 
been turned into the zon-
al headquarters of  herd-
ers. He noted that such a 
situation would never be 
tolerated by IPOB and 
other well meaning Igbo.

According to him, what 
is happening in Orlu 
where many Igbo lives 
had been slaughtered and 
nobody had said anything 
was evil and uncalled for.

He lamented that the 
insecurity in Orlu and 
elsewhere in the South 
East, with its attendant 
conspiracy of  silence 
came as a result of  gov-
ernment incompetence 
occasioned by the fact 
that almost all the gover-

nors of  Igbo nation were 
either sponsored by the 
Nigerian oligarch or have 
their loyalty attached to 
the Northern political ar-
istocracy.

Kanu enthused that 

the essence of  the Bia-
fra struggle was to have 
a country free from the 
incessant harassment of  
herdsmen or intimida-
tion of  bandits. He boast-
ed that in Biafra, there 

would be no insecurity 
such as the mayhem in 
Orlu. Under Biafra what 
is happening in Imo State 
could not in any way have 
been thought about.

He concluded by won-

dering why Igbo polit-
ical leaders, Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo and the gover-
nors have not been bold 
enough to ask the Feder-
al Government of  Nige-
ria to provide security to 
Igbo nation.

Buhari
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ouths of  Okpuno ycommunity  in of  
Awka South Local 

Government numbering 
ove r  f i f t y,  ye s t e r d ay  
marched to the Government 
House, Awka, to protest the 
alleged locating a filling 
station in a primary school 
field, situated at Nodu 
Village by a Catholic 
Church in the area.

T h e  p r o j e c t  w h i c h ,  
according to the protesters, 
began two months ago, was 
rejected by the community 
because of  its health threats 
and possible disaster, given 
that the same compound 
accommodates  school  
pupils as well.

According to the people, 
letters and petitions had 
been written to relevant 
authorities, including the 
Governor's Office, the 
Catholic Bishop of  Awka 
Diocese, Anambra State 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Department of  Petroleum 
Resources, Department of  

State Service and others, to 
stop work at the site and 
caution the sponsors, but 
nothing has been done.

The General Chairman of  
Okpuno Community, who 
spoke to news men, Mr. 
Chuka Onyachu, alleged 
that a priest in-residence of  
the identified church had 
ignored the community's 
pe t i t ions,  threatening  
anyone that interrupts work 
at the site and warned the 
community to stay clear 
from the project site.

Also speaking, an Okpuno 
town union representative, 
Mr. Anayo Nkemdilim, the 
General Chairman of  Nodu 
Vil lage,  Okpuno,  Mr.  
Innocent Onwubiko as well 
as the youth representative, 
Mr. Williams Obidike, 
spoke separately on the 
bone of  contention, noting 
that instead of  a filling 
station, which could cause 
b o t h  h e a l t h  a n d  
environmental hazards, the 
church could erect a micro 
f inance bank, cottage 
hospital or something else 

to attract revenue and 
develop the community

Addressing the protesters 
shortly before following 
them to the site, the Senior 
S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  

Governor Willie Obiano on 
S e c u r i t y,  M r.  O s c a r  
Christopher, commended 
them for toeing the line of  
peace and assured that their 
g r i eva n c e s  wo u l d  b e  
carefully looked into by the 
state government.

Reacting to the protest, 

R e v.  F r.  E m m a n u e l  
Offormata, disclosed that 
the property in question 
belongs to the Catholic 
Diocese of  Awka, adding 
that after he had met with 
major stakeholders in the 
community about the 
project, they gave their nod, 

assuring him that they were 
n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
development of  the area.
He alleged that the protests 
were sponsored by an 
undisclosed influential 
person in the community 
and that the project was 
sited meters away from the 
school compound and has a 
wall barricading it from the 
main school premises.

Anambra community protests building of petrol 
station inside primary school 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

Traders resolve leadership crisis, 
commend Imo government
By Ikenna Orioha

raders in Imo State, Twho operate under 
the auspices of  Imo 

S t a t e  A m a l g a m a t e d  
Markets and Allied Traders 
Association (ISAMATA), 
h a v e  r e s o l v e d  t h e i r  
leadership crisis which has 
engulfed and slowed down 
the progress of  their  
businesses.

S t a t e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
ISAMATA, Sir Don Chris 
Okere, during a meeting 
involving state executives, 
l a s t  W e d n e s d a y ,  

commended the Governor 
o f  I m o  S t a t e,  H o p e  
Uzodimma, for restoring 
peace and orderliness at the 
markets.

The association was 
happy that traders and 
marketers in Imo State are 
today enjoying relative 
peace and cooperation at 
the markets. "Peace, joy and 
orderliness have returned to 
the markets in Imo State, as 
tussles related to leadership 
p o s i t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  
misunderstanding have 
been resolved with the 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  
government", ISAMATA 
secretary stated.

Okere, on behalf  of  the 
State President of  the 
ISAMATA, Mr. Emmanuel 
E z e a n o c h i e  l a u d e d  
Uzodimma for allowing 
market revenue collection 
for the first time to come 
from market leaders and no 
longer from touts.

Okere noted that "market 
levy has now been brought 
to smallest amount which 
would no more be difficult 
for traders to comply with", 

stressing that since the 
inception of  the current 
ISAMATA executives, the 
leadership of  over 58 
markets in the state have 
been inaugurated.

The Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry, 
Hon. Simeon Egbegbulam 
commended ISAMATA on 
the good relationship it has 
created with the state 
government, while urging 
the association to continue 
to abide by the rules and 
regulations guiding the 
markets.

 N o n -

AG o v e r n m e n t a l  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  

( N G O ) ,  P r o - K i d s  
Educational and Cultural 
Initiative (Pro-KECI), has 
planned to engage about 
100 talented chi ldren 
between the ages of  6-17 
years in various creative art 
forms.

A statement issued to 
newsmen in Yenagoa, by 
the Project Coordinator, 
Mr.   Eyinimi Omorozi, 
Pro-KECI is devoted to 
enriching the lives of  
c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  
educational and cultural 
diverse initiative.

The NGO will also 
embark on a strategic 

children benefit program 
tagged, "Children of  Hope" 
in collaboration with the 
Bayelsa State ministry of  
Women Affairs and Social 
Gender.

Omorozi said, “The 
Children of  Hope” is a 
charity benefit program 
designed to support and 
i m p r ove  t h e  we l f a r e  
situation and the overall 
development of  children 
living in the various Bayelsa 
Orphanage Homes 

"The children benefit 
program is intended to help 
raise critical funds to 
support the provision of  
qualitative basic education, 
essential health care, good 
nutrition, clean water and 
social services for these less 
p r iv i l e ge d  g r o u p s  o f  
children.”

NGO to engage 100 
talented Bayelsa children
From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

a t  f i s h i n g  o u t  g h o s t  
p e n s i o n e r s  f o l l ow i n g  
c o m p l a i n t s  a m o n g  
pensioners on the refusal to 
pay. Earlier, the government 
had published names of  
those paid insisting that no 
pensioner was left out.  

News Echo monitoring the 
exercise spoke to some, 
majority of  who expressed 
same views bothering on the 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e s ,  
i n c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  
insincerity of  government 
on the issue. 

A pensioner who spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 

criticised the poor approach 
and organisation of  said 
exercise.

According to her, “I 
retired in 2014 and the state 
government stopped paying 
me from March of  2020 till 
date. I find it difficult even to 
feed and my husband is also 
a pensioner facing same 
ordeal. Every month since 
this government came to 
office, we have been asked to 
come and fill one form or 
the other all to no avail and 
we are here again today. 

“All these started when 
Rochas Okorocha stopped 

paying pensioners almost 
immediately before leaving 
office and the then newly-
elected government of  
Emeka Ihedioha was in the 
process of  rectifying the 
issue before he was removed 
but the current government 
of  Uzodimma has made it 
worse.” 

She also pleaded with the 
governor to come to their 
aid by paying what is due to 
them and refrains from 
announcing he has paid all 
workers and pensioners in 
the state when he hasn't.

Another pensioner who 

simply gave his name as Dr. 
Madu said he came for the 
exercise around 9am and 
was issued a form by 2pm 
after standing on long 
queues. According to him 
he has been coming for such 
exercise  almost  on a 
monthly basis and nothing 
has come out of  it. 

“What we are doing now 
is the same with what we 
have been doing before. I 
retired from the State 
Ministry of  Works and 
Transport in 2019 and I'm 
yet to receive a dime as 
pension. This pension is the 
reason most people venture 
into civil service so as to still 
be paid after retirement but 

not in the case of  Imo State. 
This is money I worked for 
over 30 years in service,” he 
lamented.

One of  News Echo's 
columnists, Mrs Justina 
who is also a pensioner and 
a retired Physics teacher 
from the State Education 
M a n a g e m e n t  B o a r d  
(SEMB) narrating her 
experience at the exercise 
for Owerri zone yesterday 
(Thursday) said she has 
been without salary upon 
her retirement two years 
ago. She pleaded with the 
governor to heed the cries of  
pensioners in the state and 
make this the last of  such 
exercise towards receiving 
their pensions.

mo pensioners have Ireacted to the incessant 
verification exercises 

embarked upon by the state 
government lamenting the 
inconveniences that they are 
subjected to which at the 
end produces no result. 

They made their views 
known in the latest-ongoing 
exercise at the office of  the 
Head of  Service, Imo State 
Secretariat, Owerri.

Government it would be 
recalled had instituted 
a n o t h e r  r o u n d  o f  
verification exercise aimed 

Govt is not fair to us - Imo pensioners
By Ifeanyi Raymond

Okpuno community youths during the protest at the Govt House, Awka, Anambra state.
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ixed reactions have Mtrailed the cause of  a 
f ire outbreak in 

Nnewi has continued to deepen 
among traders and residents in 
Nnewi multi-millionaire timber 
market, Anambra State. 

News Echo gathered that the 
mysterious fire started on 
Wednesday around midnight 
leaving many goods and shops 
burnt to ashes.

Chairman of  the Nnewi 
Timber Dealers Association, 
Chief  Nonso Nnetu said on 
Wednesday that a combined 
team of  security operatives 
made up of  the police and 
vigilante groups arrived the 
market with about eight patrol 
vehicles and moved straight to 
an erosion site at the south end 
of  the market reportedly in 
search of  cultists, hard drugs 
sellers and consumers.

Chief  Nnetu said soon after 
the operatives entered the valley 
around 12pm, smoke began to 
billow from the area with flames 
rising. The operatives in pursuit 
of  the suspects were seen 
making frantic efforts to put out 
the fire to no avail which he said 
prompted the traders to join in 
the fire fighting.

He explained that all he knew 
was that the fire started when 
the security operatives entered 

the erosion site in pursuit of  the 
hoodlums but could not say 
specifically what the cause of  
the fire was.

Nnetu said the traders lost 
about 108 shops to the inferno 
in addition to lots of  processing 
machines and goods worth 
millions of  naira.

One of  the fire victims, Chief  
Dozie Egwuonwu lamented 
that he had just topped his 
stocks with N3 million worth of  
goods which were all consumed 
by the fire. He, however, called 
for help from state government 
and philanthropists.

Leader of  the vigilante groups 
during the joint operation, Dr. 

Maduka Atuenyi who is the 
Chairman of  Nnewi and 
Anambra South vigilante 
groups, however, said neither 
the police nor other operatives 
were in any way the cause of  the 
fire while wondering how police 
could use fire to pursue 
criminals.

Reacting, the Anambra State 
Pol ice  Command Publ ic  
Relations Officer, Mr. Haruna 
Muhammed dismissed the 
report that police caused the fire 
a s  abso lu te ly  f a l se  and  
misleading.

He said: “The attention of  the 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  P o l i c e  
Command has been drawn to a 

trending video clip which has 
gone viral in the social media 
showing a fire incident at Nnewi 
timber market in which the 
recorder claimed the Nigeria 
Police Force as responsible. The 
report is not only false but 
absolutely misleading with the 
tendency of  creating tension 
and anarchy in the State.

“For the avoidance of  doubt, 
on 17/2/2021 at about 10:am a 
cult group and drugs sellers had 
a clash at 100 foot road Nnewi, 
causing serious pandemonium 
in the area. Following the 
report, police patrol teams in 
conjunction with local vigilante 
group quickly mobilized to the 
scene and arrested four suspects 
on the spot. The remaining 
hoodlums blocked the road and 
set the fire on the saw dust in a 
bid to prevent the police from 
taking the suspects to the 
station. The fire overwhelmed 
the people who tried to put it off  
which extended to the timber 
market. As a result, a police 
patrol vehicle attached to Otolo 
Division and three vehicles 
belonging to the Vigilante 
groups were stoned by the 
rampaging youth.

“Meanwhile, normalcy was 

restored in the area and a total 
of  35 suspects were arrested. 
Exhibits recovered includes axe, 
dried leaves suspected to be 
c a n n a b i s  s a t i v a  a n d  a  
motorcycle. It is obvious that 
the recorder shared the video 
online with the aim of  triggering 
anarchy in the State which the 
Command and other law 
enforcement agencies are 
wo r k i n g  a s s i d u o u s ly  t o  
prevent.”

“In view of  the foregoing, the 
Command urges the public to 

disregard the misleading video 
report and further warns that 
mischief  makers should be 
ready to face the full wrath of  
the law as police will not fold its 
arm while criminality is being 
perpetrated.

h e  S e n a t o r  Trepresenting Anambra 
South and National 

L e a d e r  o f  t h e  Yo u n g  
Progressives Party (YPP), Dr. 
Patrick Ifeanyi Ubah last 
Wednesday has asked the 
Nigerian government to 
urgently checkmate the 
exorbitant increase and 
unjustifiable shipping fees 
c h a r g e d  b y  s h i p p i n g  
companies on Nigerian bound 
c a r g o e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

containers.
The Senator made the call at 

the upper chamber through a 
motion on the urgent need to 
checkmate the exorbitant 
increase and unjustifiable 
shipping fees charged by 
shipping companies on 
Nigerian bound cargoes. 

He also raised concern over 
the fact that vessels coming to 
Nigerian ports queue longer 
before berthing at Nigerian 
ports when compared to those 

moving to other countries due 
to various charges. 

Uba lamented that the cost 
of  shipping goods into 
Nigerian ports is amongst the 
highest in the world while 
noting that with high shipping 
costs in Nigeria, importers 
spend about $8,500 to ship 
from China, a cost he said was 
about $3,200 few months ago.

He also recalled that in 
2017, Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo who was the Acting 
President then signed an 
Executive Order directing 24-
hour operations at the Apapa 

ports and outlawing unofficial 
charges at the ports.

 He however informed the 
Senate that if  the Federal 
Government fails to rise up 
and defend the nation from 
this economic sabotage, the 
development can cause a 
spiral inflation rate on the 
economy.

Responding to Senator 
Ubah's motion, the Senate 
resolved to mandate its 
c o m m i t t e e  o n  M a r i n e  
Transport to engage with the 
stakeholders in the Shipping 
Industry and Nigeria Ports 
Authority with a view to 
proffering lasting solutions to 
the matter.

ba community in 

OIdemili South has 
expressed shock and 

embarrassment over a false 
publication circulating in the 
internet that some of  her 
prominent citizens have been 
arraigned over the murder 
c a s e  o f  l a t e  C h i n e d u  
Nwabuagha.

The false publication 
claimed that the Anambra 
State  Pol ice  Command 
arraigned six senior citizens 
f r o m  O b a  o n  c h a r g e s  
bordering on murder and 
conspiracy at Idemili South 
magistrate court sitting at Oba 
on February 5, 2021.

Speaking to our reporter, 

the Legal Adviser to Oba 
Patriotic Union (OPU), Chief  
Orlando SYZ Ibeakuzie 
refuted the unfounded reports 
saying that it is tantamount to 
defamation and character 
assassination.

“ O b a  c o m mu n i t y  i s  
shocked when they saw on the 
internet a publication that 
some of  her prominent 
citizens were arraigned in 
court over the murder case of  
Chinedu Nwabuagha.

“We made investigations 
and discovered that there was 
no such exercise in the court 
on February 5, 2021, the date 
mentioned as al legedly 
reported by one of  the online 
platforms.

“We are not saying that the 
murder case was right or 
wrong; it is left for the court to 
decide. The way this case is 
going seems that some 
persons have some personal 
interest in the matter. “The six 
persons purported to be 
arraigned were not even at the 
scene of  crime. Why the false 
publication that there was an 
a r r a i g n m e n t  t h e r e b y  
damaging the reputation of  
Oba  communi ty,”  sa id  
Ibeakuzie.

Moreover, the Defense 
Counsel for the suspects, 
Barrister Nnazimuzo A. 
Ugorji of  Ugorji & Associates 
described the publication as 
scandalous, reckless and 
disparages the image of  Oba 
community and that of  his 
clients.

Community cautions 
publisher, reporter over 
alleged false report
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Senator tasks FG to checkmate exorbitant increase 
in shipping fees

n a bid to ensure that there Iis end to various degrees 
of  violence, Bayelsa State 

House of  Assembly has 
passed into law the Violence 
Against Persons Prohibition 
(VAPP) Bill.

The bill was passed into law 
on Wednesday after scaling 
through the third reading by 
the House and a consequent 
voice vote.

Speaking after the passage 
of  the bill, the Speaker of  the 
Bayelsa State House of  
A s s e m b l y ,  A b r a h a m  
Ingobere, regretted that the 
passage of  the bill suffered 
some setbacks last year due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the flood which ravaged the 
state.

He commended the sponsor 
of  the bill and the stakeholders 
that promoted the bill for 
adding value to the society 
through the bill and thereafter 
committed the bill to the joint 
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  

Women, Children's Affairs 
and Social Development, and 
Committee on Justice and 
Judiciary to fine tune the bill. 

The bill seeks to bring to an 
end all forms of  violence in 
private and public life, provide 
maximum protection and 
effective remedies for victims 
and punishment of  offenders 
in the state and for other 
connected purposes, as well as 
b r i n g  a b o u t  s p e e d y  
dispensation of  justice and 
protect the society from crime 
by promoting the rights and 
interests of  citizens.

In his remarks, the sponsor 
of  the bill and member 
r e p re sen t ing  Ekeremor  
Constituency 1, Tare Porri 
expressed satisfaction with the 
passage of  the bill, noting that 
sexual violence has been 
bedeviling the society.

He said: "We are aware that 

rape is a terrible issue that is 
affecting our environment.  
The VAAP law will not only 
bring an end to issue of  rape. It 
will also bring an end to the 
issue of  electoral violence. It 
will also bring an end to 
spousal battering. This law 
will also bring succor for 
victims of  sexual violence.

From Rhoda Godwin,
Yenagoa

Bayelsa Assembly passes VAPP 
bill to law

Nnewi timber market gutted 
by fire, security operatives, 
market group trade blame 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

Woman gives birth to 
sextuplets after six years 
of giving birth to twins
From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

oris Levi Wilson, a Dnative of  Koluama 
C o m m u n i t y  i n  

S o u t h e r n  I j a w  L o c a l  
Government Area in Bayelsa 
State last week gave birth to a 
set of  sextuplets six years after 
giving birth to a set of  twins.

Wilson, while speaking to 
newsmen at her residence in 
Yenagoa thanked God for 
blessing her with a set of  twins 
and sextuplets after twenty 
eight years of  waiting for a 
child.

She called on couples 
waiting on God for such 

blessings to remain steadfast in 
faith as God who did it for her 
will also do it for them.  The 
babies who arrived last 
Tuesday are four girls and two 
boys. 

Levi Wilson, father of  the 
babies also appreciated God 
for the bundle of  joy, adding 
that steadfastness in faith and 
service to God brought them 
the blessing.

He urged other couples to 
keep trusting God and remain 
steadfast in faith as they keep 
believing God will answer 
them, stressing that the God 
that brought the babies will 
cont inue to supply the 
resources needed to sustain 
them.

Pensioners from Owerri zone during a verification exercise at Imo State Secretariat on Thursday. 
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Relationship

ooks are not everything and Lattraction does not start and 
end with good looks and 

sexy figures.
Whether you are a man or 

woman, being good-looking will 
always ensure that people do a 
double-take and stare at you longer 
than they normally would look at 
someone else. But does this always 
translate to real, long-lasting 
attraction? Obviously not.

There are other things that 
determine and influence attraction 

h e t h e r  yo u r s  i s  a 

Wstruggle to make a girl 
you like feel same way 

for you or just a desire to turn up 
your charm offensive so that ladies 
will keep falling in love with you, 
here are five rules absolutely worth 
trying.

1. Get a life
This is  l ike,  l i teral ly the 

foundation of  starting a great 
relationship and will give you the 
starting base to make her like you. 
When you are trying to get into a 
relationship or make a girl like you 
a n d  y o u  h a v e  a  b o r i n g , 
uninteresting life, your job is 
almost five times more difficult.

If  on the other hand you make 
your own personal life interesting, 
girls will flock.

To be truly attractive, you need 
to have your own life by working 
on yourself, become great at your 
job and career and other hobbies or 
passions you have.

If  you become so good at what 
you do that you rise to prominence 
at it, women will become drawn to 
you, Because, of  course, fame and 
the spotlight always brings the girls 
to the yard.

2. Laughter works
This is a great tip. You may 

think you're not funny, but the 
truth is everyone can be funny if  
they try. You have to put yourself  in 
enough situations to get used to the 
awkwardness of  telling an unfunny 
joke enough that you have the 
confidence to tell more jokes 
around people.

The more you tell, the better 
you will get. Girls love laughing, 
and the more you can make them 
laugh, the higher up in the social 
chain you will seem.

3. Be friends
Aim for friendship, even if  the 

long term [or even short term] plan 
is to delve into some deeper 
relationship at some later time.

You win and score big points 
with women if  you can just be a 
cool guy, easy to gist and joke with, 
and just be great with them.

4. Intimate details
Tell her a secret about you, 

something personal that not very 
many people know.

This will open the door for trust 
and as you tell her things about 
you, she will notice that you trust 
her, which in turn will make her 
trust you more.

It will also make her feel so, so 
special to you and you can hardly 
go wrong with this.

It is recommend telling her 
secrets you'd be okay with if  other 
people knew just in case she tells 
someone, but make sure they are 
personal, and that they would be 
considered a secret.

5. Your attention
In a world where your attention 

can go anywhere, it is one of  the 
most valuable things you can give a 
girl. If  you want her, pay attention 
to her. And do not just limit this to a 
couple minutes. Look her in the 
eyes when she's talking to you and 
make mental note of  all the stuff  
she's talking about.

ove and sex are greatly Linterconnected, of  course, 
but  they can also exist 

independently of  each other.
You can love someone and not 

have sex with them, and you can also 
have sex with someone you do not 
love.

For those in relationships, 
however, there is always an overlap. 
Matter-of-factly, both things coexist 
and get so interwoven that one can't 
come without the other. Whether it is 
a relationship or a marriage, love and 
sex have to be together before such 
offer is considered whole, complete.

As much as people want to be 
loved, as much as they want to feel 
affection and endearment flowing 
form their partner to them, they also 
want to feel the pleasure of  sex – 
unadulterated, intense and deeply 
satisfying.

This is why it becomes a problem 
where one of  these things is lacking 
in a man [or woman for that matter.]

On men who are not adept at 
lovemaking and sex as they should; 
we asked two women what they 
would do if  they fell in love with a 
man so deeply but found out that his 
sex was so, terribly trash.

We wanted to know what they 
would do if  the love was great and 

f a n t a s t i c  b u t  t h e  s e x  w a s 
underwhelmingly terrible.

This is what they had to say.
I'd dump him – Damilola, 23.
“ I  h o p e  t h i s  n e ve r 

happens. Because if  it does, I 
don't think I would have any 
other option but to leave 
him.

"People often talk of  sex 
as if  it's an unimportant 
thing. They ask if  it's food or 
work or some irrelevant 
ignorant question like that. 
The truth is that bad sex will 
leave you unhappy and will 
make you think so much of  
cheating. It will also affect 
your relationship badly as 
toxic levels of  resentment 
will fill the relationship to a 
point where it just does not 
make sense to continue it."

" S o ,  n o ,  i f  t h e 
relationship is great but the sex is 
trash, I  am leaving. Because, 
eventually, the good relationship will 
sour anyway. Why wait till then 
before getting out?”

I'm out! – 'Nimi, 27
"While this is actually unlikely to 

ever happen to me, I think I will have 
no qualms getting out of  the 
relationship if  it does.

"To be fair, if  it is his sex game or 
just aspects of  it that is wack, I think I 

can be patient to try all I can to get 
him up to speed on how things 
should be. I mean, there are useful 
guides on the Internet on these 
things.

"On the other hand if  the issue is 
that he has a small penis, now that is 
one that is quite irredeemable. I don't 
think I can ever stay in a good 
relationship and bear bad sex.

"I mean, can there even be a great 
relationship without bomb sex?"

people you know, or to the love of  
your life.

Ii is very attractive if  you can be 
genuinely kind to people, even 

a v i n g  a  c o m m i t t e d Hrelationship or marriage 
does not kill the tendencies 

to be attracted to other women. 
Sometimes, you may even find 

yourself  having to deal with more of  
these attractions after you have tied 
the knot.

But if  you must keep your side 
of  the bargain and remain faithful to 
your partner, you'll need to say no to 
both the people who may offer the 
opportunity to cheat and also say no 
to yourself, no matter how many 
times you have to do it.

P r i n c e  D o n n e l l 
[@PrinceDonnell_] is an American 
Twitter user whose recent tweets 
captured the heart and soul of  this 
subject.

"It costs too much to have a 
sidechick!" one of  his emphatic 
tweets reads. "I remind myself  of  
that statement every single day to 
remain disciplined in my marriage 
and in my business," he added.

He then proceeded to break it 
down into five solid reasons having a 
side chick is not something you 
should be considering.

1. You lose your family
The risk of  having all the family 

you care about yanked away is one 
thing to think about every time you 
are tempted to go astray, Donnell 
opines.

"Not only would you lose your 
girlfriend/wife, but if  you had kids, 
you would  lose  them too.  I 
personally don't believe there's an 
orgasm great enough to trade for my 
family. Because family and legacy is 
all we have in this world. NOT 
WORTH IT!"

2. You lose money
Cheating is a very expensive 

habit. Keeping a side chick costs 
quite a lot.

" A  s i d e  c h i c k  r e q u i r e s 
maintenance. Every dollar you 
spend on her when it comes to food, 
g i f t s,  d r inks,  gas  e tc  you ' re 
s u b t r a c t i n g  t h a t  f r o m  t h e 
investments that can be made in 
your business and the food that goes 
into your families' mouths. NOT 
WORTH IT!" Donnell says in 
another tweet.

3. You're wasting your time
"Believe it or not, your time is 

money. How much are you worth an 
hour? Let's say $50 an hour. If  you 
spend an hour per day with your side 
chick $50 x 7 hours = $350, dollars 
that's a bad investment if  she can't 
help you double it. NOT WORTH 
IT!"

4. You lose respect
“These rappers make it look 

cool to jump from one chick to the 
next but if  you look around, there's 
not one person who would agree 
that it's respectful to disrespect your 
girl/wife and family for a side piece. 
Even your side piece doesn't believe 
that!"

5. You lose everything
"You lost your girl/wife. You 

lost your family. You lost money in 
so many different avenues. You'll 
eventually lose your side piece 
because she's just gonna end up 
being side piece for someone else. 
You lose  respect .  IT 'S NOT 
WORTH IT KING."

"When you have a Queen in 
your life, the best investment you 
can make is putting your time and 
energy into her. When you have a 
powerful woman, you have a 
powerful life because she's a 
multiplier of  EVERYTHING that 
YOU bring to the table."

Everything you have ever 
worked for, ever built is at stake 
when you decide to play this game.
It really isn't worth it.

asides great looks; and here we list 
five of  them!

1. A sense of humor
You don't have to be a stand-up 

comic, but there are few things more 
attractive than a woman that can 
make you laugh. And it's not just 
about making you laugh; it also has 
to do with your ability to take a joke.

Everyone wants someone to 
laugh with.

2. Kindness
Kindness is not determined just 

by the niceness you exhibit to 

those you do not know and who 
can't repay your kindness.

3. Intelligence
Intelligence is an underrated, 

underrated trait. And not just in 
women, but in everyone.

You may not know everything 
in the world but you should know 
something about a lot of  things. It 
may sound extreme to you, but it's 
not. An intelligent woman shows 
a m b i t i o n ,  a w a r e n e s s  a n d 
personally knows the value of  
education.

4. Money skills
It is always interesting to find 

women who do not only know how 
to spend money but how to 
manage it, too. And by managing, 
we do not mean penny-pinching; 
rather we refer to the scarce skill of  
knowing which venture to invest 
in, the right amount of  loose cash 
to save, spend, give, keep, etc.

When men find women who 
are just as concerned about 
increasing their money as they are 
about living the good life with 
them, it is often difficult to not be 
attracted to such women.

5. Positivity
Be happy with what you have 

and where you are in life. Not 
satisfied and complacent, but 
happy. A positive woman will 
always attract people than a sullen, 
always-sulking one.

Habits men find attractive in women aside looks 

Making a girl fall in love
with you 

Reasons you can't afford
to have a sidechick

Ladies! What do you do when
the relationship is great but
the sex is trash? 



odern science has Mconf i r med the 
link between diet 

and fertility. Therefore, 
check out these Nigerian diet 
changes to indulge in when 
trying to conceive.

In the bid to get pregnant, 
there are certain nutrients 
the body and eggs need in 
order to fertilise successfully. 
In the same vein, there are 
certain foods and chemicals 

leeping next to your 

Sphone is a great way to be 
sure you'll never miss a 

call, text, or email; however, you 
want to keep it away because of  
the danger it poses.

If  your cell phone is near 
your head, under the pillow, or 
on the nightstand, you might 
want to find another place to 
keep it during the night. Why is 
this? The closer your phone is to 
you at night, the more effect it 
has on your health. You might 
be asking yourself  how far it 
should be. 

Your phone should be at 
least three feet away from 

tangwho, who is also the 

AChief  Executive Officer of  
TeleMed Online Clinic, 

told the press in Awka, that not 
drinking enough water would 
result in dehydration, a condition 
that could affect or damage the 
human brain.

He described dehydration as the 
loss of  body fluid due to illness, 
sweating or inadequate water 
intake, explaining that not drinking 
enough water can make the brain 
cells suffer enough to produce 
symptoms of  low mood.

“Dehydration stresses your body 

and slows down energy production 
in your brain. Dehydration also 
decreases the brain's production of  
Serotonin, a chemical that affects 
the mood. All these work together 
to make you depressed, if  you do 
not drink enough water.

“So, one way to avoid being 
depressed is to drink enough water 
every day,” he said.

Atangwho highlighted hot 
weather, excessive activity, low 
water intake, excessive sweating 
and some drugs like Furosemide, as 
some of  the factors that could make 
the body get dehydrated.

He said that dehydration was 
dangerous as it could also damage 
body organs such as the kidney, the 
skin and even the heart.

“For people with no kidney 
problems, drinking three litres of  
water a day is fine.

“If  you have a kidney problem or 
any other health issue that may 
warrant a reduction in the amount 
of  water you should drink daily, 
please, consult your doctor.

“The quantity of  drinking water 

needed to maintain good health 
varies and depends on your 
physical activity level, age, health-
related issues, and environmental 
conditions.

“Drink enough water to stay 
hydrated. Drink at least three litres 
of  water a day, if  you are generally 
healthy, to keep your organs 
healthy too,” he said. 

your bed to limit exposure to 
radiofrequency energy. If  you 
need to use your phone as an 
alarm, turn on airplane mode 
to prevent it from sending or 
receiving calls and text 
messages. During the day, 
carry your phone in a purse or 
bag, rather than in your 
pocket. This prevents you 
from being exposed to a 
higher level of  radiation. 

Why should you keep it 
away? 

Cell phones emit radio 
frequency energy, which is a 
form of  radiation when they 

communicate with network 
towers. The radiation is 
s u p p o s e d l y  h a r m l e s s ; 
however, having a phone next 
to your head regularly may 
cause headaches and trouble 
sleeping. Exposure is far 
greater when the phone is 
next to your head than it is a 
few feet away. Even if  it's just 
sitting there, not currently 
being used but connected to a 
network, it still emits a small 
amount of  radiation. 

If  you sleep with your cell 
phone, it's possible to roll on 
top of  it during the night. The 
device doesn't get enough 
airflow and quickly heats up, 

possibly causing damage 
to the battery. Having the 
phone under the pillow 
during the night can 
potentially lead to a fire. 

Cell phones emit 
blue light, which tricks 
your brain into thinking 
that it's daytime. As you 
prepare for bed, the brain 
releases melatonin, a 
hormone that regulates 
sleep cycles. Blue light 
affects these levels and 
throws off  your sleeping 
pattern. This can lead to 
headaches, poor vision, 
and restless nights. 

Avoid trans fats and eat 
more unsaturated fats. Trans 
fats can be found in most 
baked goods, processed 
foods and fried foods, and 
decrease the body's reaction 
to Insulin, causing irregular 
ovulation. Substitute those 
foods with full, unsaturated 
fat such as mudfish, catfish, 
wild salmon, snails, red palm 
oil, olive oil etc, that are rich 
in fatty acids.

that inhibit fertility that 
should be avoided.

1. Avoid caffeine
According to the Harvard 

study, one to two drinks of  
alcohol or several cups of  
coffee or tea a day had some 
adverse effects on ovulation. 
Hence, keep coffee, tea and 
sugar consumption at a 
minimum.

2. Eat more unsaturated 
fats

3. Eat more complex 
carbs

Eat foods rich in complex 
carbs instead of  highly 
processed ones. The body 
digests bad carbs such as 
cookies, cakes, white bread 
and white rice quickly, and 
turns them into blood sugar, 
hence spiking blood-sugar 
and increas ing  insul in 
release. Complex carbs take 
more time to digest, hence 
keeping blood sugar and 
insulin levels stable. Hence 
eat foods such as whole 
wheat bread, brown rice, 

amwood has a 

Ccleansing power 
works on both 

face and the whole body, 
a  n a t u r a l  h e r b  f o r 
healthy skin.

Camwood is also 
k n o w n  a s  A f r i c a n 
Sandalwood or Osun in 
yoruba. It is a shrubby, 
l e g u m i n o u s ,  h a r d -
w o o d e d  t r e e  f r o m 
Central West Africa.

Camwood powder 
is a red powder that 
c o m e s  f r o m  t h e 
C a m w o o d  t r e e . 
Essential Oil gotten 
from Camwood has 
l o t s  o f  m i n e r a l s , 
vitamins, cicatrizing, 
a s t r i n g e n t , 
a n t i s p a s m o d i c , 
emollient, anti-aging, 
a n t i s e p t i c , 
antibacterial ,  anti -
i n f l a m m a t o r y 
ingredients, helping the 
skin and hair in various 
ways.

Here are some of 
its health benefits.

1. Heals sunburns 
and acne

Camwood Powder 
can help undo damages 
to the skin caused by 
the sun. It is a natural 
beauty ingredient for 
t rea t ing  sunbur ns. 
Also, teenagers dealing 
with pimples, acne, and 
e c z e m a w i l l  f i n d  
Camwood Powder a 

great help when added to their 
skincare routine.

2. Bleaching abilities
Mixed with raw black soap, 

turmeric and honey, Camwood will 
lighten the skin. It helps to keep the 
skin toned and if  escalated, can even 
bleach the skin.

3. Anti-aging properties
Camwood is loaded with anti-

aging, detoxifying and wrinkle 
reducing properties. If  you want to 
remove or reduce the signs, then it is a 
good cosmetic. When mixed with 
almond oil and coconut oil, will 
tighten your skin. Mix with many 
homemade beauty products like face 
Masks, scrubs, and natural face 
moisturizers for wonderful results.

4. Soothes the skin
Camwood Powder is also loaded 

with natural skin soothing properties 
and qualities that enhance skin 
beautifully. A must in natural beauty 
recipes. It will help you remove your 
dead, dull skin, exposing the glowing, 
beautiful inner skin naturally.

5. Anti-inflammatory properties
Camwood Powder contains 

powerful antioxidants and is also an 
anti-inflammatory agent that helps to 
improve blood circulation to your 
face, remove toxins and fight the 
formation of  wrinkle-causing free 
radicals. It can also be used to treat 
insect bites and swelling.

whole wheat pasta etc.
4 .  E a t  m o r e  p l a n t 

protein
Replace animal protein 

with plant protein such as 
beans, lentils, bean curd 
(tofu) and nuts.

5. Take multivitamins
M u l t i v i t a m i n s  t h a t 

contain folic acids and zinc 
help increase fertility. Also 
eat foods rich in vitamins 
such as fruits, leafy greens 
and vegetables, such as 
l o c u s t  b e a n s ,  g u a v a , 
pumpkin seeds, tomatoes, 
yam, etc.

6. Take antioxidants
Free radicals are unstable 

molecules that are produced 
in your cells during your own 
metabolism. These free 
radicals can harm the egg, 
hence the body needs a lot of  
a n t i o x i d a n t s  w h i c h 
neutralize the effect of  these 
radicals.  Take coconut 
water, red palm oil, etc.

7. Drink whole milk
Drinking whole milk and 

its products protect against 
ovulatory infertility.Skip 
non-fat and low fat dairy and 
consume one or two servings 
a day of  whole milk or other 
full-fat dairy foods, such as 
yogurt, ice cream, etc.

Friday, February 19, 2021 Page 13

Health
Nigerian diet changes to indulge in when trying to conceive 

Keep a distance between you
and your phone when you're
about to sleep 

Drink enough water daily
to avoid depression,
Physician advises 

Camwood: 5 unknown
health benefits of
Sandalwood/Osun

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodluck_Jonathan
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Okorocha's appropriation of Eastern 
Palm University: A matter of moral culture 

any people don't Ms e e m  t o  
understand the 

interminable responsibilities 
of  the government of  a 
people. It is part of  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
government is to defend, 
protect and promote the 
welfare of  the people in their 
collective will. Many people 
may think that the raging 
controversy between the 
current Imo government and 
the seeming original owners 
of  Eastern Palm University is 
a matter of  moral tone.

According to  Walter  
Bageholt, a British political 
scientist, “What touches one 
must be approved by all.” 
That is one of  the reasons why 
people careless of  any matter 
belonging to the people saying 
that it is government matter. 
The phrase, the people's 
o w n e r s h i p  i s  a l l  
encompassing. For example, 
many years ago, as a former 

state director of  MAMSER, I 
was delegated by the then 
Babangida administration to 
go and send a message to the 
people of  Izii in Abakiliki.

The message was for the 
government of  Izii LGA. On 
reaching the place, we wanted 
to know specifically to whom 
we convey the message. A 
traditional ruler told us (the 
delegation) that he was just a 
mere chairman of  a LGA and 
not the government. Then we 
asked him to go and get who 
in his opinion will receive the 
message on behalf  of  the 
people. He took us to the 
c h a i r m a n  o f  l o c a l  
community. 

A brilliant young man 
refused to accept that he is a 
government. Then we asked 
him who in your opinion will 
represent the government? 
Then after a brief  hesitance, 
he accepted the message but 
as we were to leave, he drew 
our attention to the fact that 

he is not the government. He 
appeared to be in a confused 
state. After discussing with 
him a little bit, one of  the most 
elderly persons among the 
crowd advised us to go back to 
t h e  s t a t e  g o ve r n m e n t  
headquarters to report that 
nobody wanted to answer the 
government.

In any event, we were sure 
we had delivered the message 
by giving a reasonable size of  
the crowd that the message 
will get to the people. In a way 
and in fact, the government is 
a collective bunch of  people 
w i t h  s o m e  a s s i g n e d  
responsibilities. 

In a way, those who have 
read history particularly that 
of  poli t ical  history of  

citizenship must remember 
that the beginning of  a 
co l l ec t ive  body  i s  the  
formation of  the government 
being the representative of  the 
citizens. The assemblage of  
the governments is the 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  c i t i z e n s  
beginning with city states. 
Every government begins 
with a collection of  families.

At the local level, families 
collect to form community 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  
community government 
collects to form the local 
g o v e r n m e n t  o r  c i t y  
government. It is from this 
a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  
governments that we form 
local government and from 
local government to state 

government. From this 
perspective, every one of  us 
is a participant to this 
formation. Therefore the 
collective will of  the people 
is a collective will of  the 
people. Therefore, but 
therefore nobody can claim 
not to be part of  the 
government.

The apex authority in a 
city government is the 
responsibility of  everybody. 
T h r o u g h  t a x a t i o n ,  
everybody has become the 
owner of  government 
through the concept of  
collective responsibility. In 
fact, government is the 
owner and caretaker of  the 
people entrusted with the 
ability to take care of  the 
people of  a place either the 
city government, local 
government or national 
government. In a way, 

nobody but nobody can claim 
to be the owner of  a  
government.

Thus, when Rochas was 
the governor of  Imo State, he 
was merely administering the 
affairs of  the people. But 
unfortunately, due to his own 
imperial style of  leadership, it 
did not occur to him that his 
stewardship will be accounted 
to the people. Now that he is 
not the governor anymore, he 
is still accountable to the 
people and it is therefore time 
to give account of  his 
stewardship.

 Through the concept of  
collective responsibility, it is 
time for him to give account 
and the people of  Imo State to 
whom he is accountable 

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  
government has found out 
that  the Easter n Palm 
University was built with  the 
people's taxes. In fact, the 
packaging of  the EPU was the 
people's money and no 
a m o u n t  o f  i n t e l l i ge n t  
argument can deny the people 
the ownership of  EPU. 

Indeed, from concept to the 
formation of  the university, 
by and large, it was built with 
the people's money to which 
every legitimate government 
no matter how rough or 
careless can't obviate this 
cardinal point. And no 
amount of  legal tussle devoid 
of  fairness, truth and equity 
can deny the people the right 
and ownership of  EPU. 

Indeed, it was a matter of  
b a d  p a c k a g i n g  a n d  
management. In truth and in 
fact, those who were involved 
in the establishment of  the 
University should have 
known that  they were  
investing and embarking on a 
bad business.

It is wrong, absolutely 
wrong for a former governor 
to think that he could 
hoodwink the entire state over 
this issue of  the ownership of  
EPU. I can still remember that 
when this issue was raging 
that I drew the attention of  
few intellectuals that this bad 
business will snowball into 
major conflict and now, my 
prediction has come true. 
Properly put, the ownership 
of  EPU belongs to the people 
of  Imo state. And without 
mincing words, nobody grabs 
something that does not 
belong to him with his two 
hands.

What the government of  
Senator Hope Uzodinma has 
done and is doing has 
legitimacy under moral and 
cultural value. Thank God, 
the assignment given to Hon. 
Emeka Nduka to head the 
panel was absolutely in order. 
Imagine the State was given 
just 9% of  the ownership 
w h i l e  E a s t e r n  P a l m  
University was given 90%, is 
this not an example of  
primitive bad government. 

If  this matter does not 
come up now, it will still come 
up in the future either with 
E m e k a  I h e d i o h a  o r  
Uzodinma. It is therefore a 
legitimate call for action for 
which  Senator  Rochas  
Okorocha does not have the 
locus standing to hold. After 
all, from this, he will learn 
that what touches all belongs 
to all and what belongs to all 
should not be appropriated to 
one family for this is the chief  
corner stone of  operative 
culture.

Okorocha

What the government of  Senator Hope Uzodinma has 
done and is doing has legitimacy under moral and 

cultural value. Thank God, the assignment given to 
Hon. Emeka Nduka to head the panel was absolutely in 

order. Imagine the State was given just 9% of  the 
ownership while Eastern Palm University was given 

90%. Is this not an example of  primitive bad 
government?If  this matter does not come up now, it 
will still come up in the future either with Emeka 

Ihedioha or Uzodinma. It is therefore a legitimate call 
for action for which Senator Rochas Okorocha does not 
have the locus standing to hold. After all, from this, he 
will learn that what touches all belongs to all and what 
belongs to all should not be appropriated to one family 
for this is the chief  corner stone of  operative culture.

“

“
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Echoes from the past
Friday, February 19, 2021

ood things many 

Gbelieve do not 
last. Whether or 

not this is true, this 
statement may have aptly 
described the life and times 
of  a young Igbo language 
literary icon, multitalented 
that graced this planet and 
was cut down in the 
morning of  his life.

Tony Ubesie, for the forty 
four years he lived in the 
wo r l d  i m p a c t e d  h i s  
environment and quietly 
bowed, no thanks to a road 
a c c i d e n t  t h a t  n eve r  
allowed the world explore 
fully the talents he was 
endowed with. His life was 
s imply  event fu l  and  
loaded.

Born in Achi, Oji River, 
local government area of  
Enugu State February, 
1950, Ubesie attended the 
University of  Nigeria, 
Nsukka where he studied 
Linguistics.

He was many things 
rolled into one. He was an 
Igbo language novelist, 
great writer, cultural 
activist, poet, broadcaster, 
theatre director, and a lover 

of  Igbo. He made Igbo 
language very popular 
among secondary school 
students in the 70's to the 
90's. Many students cut 
their teeth in the study of  
Igbo proverb through 
knowledge acquired 
from his books which 
remain inspiring any 
day.

It was popular among 
s t u d e n t s  t o  c r a m  
portions of  the novels 
and competed with each 
other. The Enugu State 
born novelist easily 
passes for one of  the 
m o d e r n  d a y  I g b o  
language scholars who 
p o p u l a r i z e d  t h e  
l a n g u a g e  a m o n g  
students. The exciting 
nature of  his books 
compelled interest in the 
language.

As young as he was 
fought the Biafran war 
and the experience of  the 
war no doubt guided him 
in penning one of  his 
popular books called 'Isi 
akwu dara n'ala'. The 
novel is about the story 
o f  i n f i d e l i t y  a n d  
unfaithfulness where Ada 
had to abandon Chike who 
went to war to run after 

w h a t  s h e  t e r m e d  
promising young men with 
loaded pockets.

Unknown to her the table 
was to turn when Chike 
arrived from the war with 
pomp and pageantry with 
his new found wealth. The 
novel written by the author 
in his 23rd year on earth 
provides a big challenge to 
youths of  this age who are 
now eng rossed  wi th  
m a t e r i a l i t y  t h a n  i n  
intellectual pursuit.  

The highly skilled author 
may not be the first author 
of  Igbo language books 
according to  Br i t i sh  
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) comments but he 
appears to be the most 
popular. 

He has to his credit seven 
books which are ukwa ruo 

oge ya o daa (1973), Isi 
akwụ dara n'ala (1973), 
Mmiri aka e ji egbu ibe 
(1974), akpana okpoko 
buuru (1975), Ụkpaka mịịrị 
onye ụbịam (1975), Jụọ 
Obinna (1976), Okokporo 
(1988). Aside from the six 
books the author was 
reputed to have written 
over nine songs in one of  
the books called Akpa 
Uche  (Wisdom bag)  
literally.

He met his untimely 
death at Mmaku in Enugu 
in the corresponding 
month of  birth February 
11, 1994 in a road accident.

Extolling his virtues, one 
commentator, Christian 
Aboh, noted that if  it were 

possible for him, he would 
institute a course of  study 
called the study of  Ubesie. 
This reflects to a greater 
d e g r e e  h o w  h e  i s  
appreciated among his 
admirers.

He deposited so much 
within his short span of  life 
surpassing what the first 
generation Igbo writers 
did. 

The fact that he was not 
g i v e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  
recognition is reflective of  
the dying position of  Igbo 
culture and language. 
Today, Igbo language has 
taken the back seat and is 
facing extinction. Other 
Nigerian languages appear 
more popular in use and 
practice. 

It is surprising that most 
parents no longer fancy 
speaking the language to 
its children preferring 
English as a mark of  
sophistication. It is not in 
doubt that Ubesie and the 
likes of  Ogbalu, Nwanna, 
etc would be turning in 
their graves over what they 
labored to institute is 
rolling back. 

When again can we be 
graced to have such literary 
giants of  Igbo language 
with burning zeal to 
perpetuate the language 
and make it the best among 
equals. The language of  a 
people represents i ts  
identity and we must not 
fail to keep our name-
'aham efula

It is shocking that the 
young man has gone and is 
hardly remembered by 
those he has impacted or 
the education. Ubesie is an 
unsung hero who came 
and impacted his world. 
He should be appropriately 
honoured.  

However way we may 
look at it Tony Ubesie 
deserves to be honoured.

Tony Ubesie - Unsung literary icon who 
breathed life into Igbo language 
By Afam Echi

UbesieUbesieUbesie
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ristiano Ronaldo 

Cearns nearly $1.25 
m i l l i o n  f o r 

everyone of  his Instagram 
posts, making him the 
richest sports star on social 
media.

I t  c o m e s  a s  l i t t l e 
surprise to see Ronaldo top 
of  the 2021 social media 
rich list, considering the 
Juventus striker is the most 
fo l lowed man on  the 
planet.

The five time Ballon 
d'Or winner was already 
the most followed person 
on Instagram and last week 
earned the record of  being 
the first person to have over 
500 mil l ion fol lowers 
across Insta, Facebook and 

highest  p laced spor ts 
person not from those 
sports whilst 27th placed 
Serena Williams is the top 
earning woman on the list.

Tom Brady was being 
named as sports G.O.A.T 
by some, following his 
seventh Super Bowl ring, 
b u t  t h e  T a m p a  B a y 
Buccaneers quarterback is 
down in 37th on the list.

Top 20 social media 
earners

Cristiano Ronaldo – 
$1,247,157 per post.

amentations and Lgnashing of  teeth 
that is the best way 

to capture the feelings of  
tennis fans as American 
t e n n i s  i d o l  S e r e n a 
Williams bowed out of  the 
Australia Open Thursday, 
no thanks to Naomi Osaka.

Williams broke down 
in tears before leaving her 
Australian Open press 
conference.

The 23-time grand slam 
champion's bid to equal 
Margaret Court's record 
was crushed after a ruthless 
display from Naomi Osaka 
in their semi-final clash at 
Melbourne Park.

T u r n i n g  4 0  i n 
September, Williams's 
la tes t  quest  to  match 
Margaret Court's all-time 
record of  24 grand slam 
singles crowns ended in a 
shattering 6-3 6-4 loss to 
Osaka.

With  her  hand  on 
heart, the American paid a 
touching tribute to the 
crowd before leaving Rod 
Laver Arena, raising the 
prospect that her 21st Open 
campaign may have been 
her last

Those fears that fans 
h a d  s e e n  t h e  l a s t  o f  

Williams at the Australian 
Open only intensified 
during a post-match press 
conference that many 
supporters described as 
“tough to watch”.

The American choked 
b a c k e d  t e a r s  a s  s h e 
answered questions, before 
refusing to let on whether 
the latest heartbreaking 
defeat was her last at 
Melbourne Park.

“I don't know. If  I ever 
say farewell, I wouldn't tell 
anyone,” Williams said.

“So ..: I don't know. 
The Aussie crowd is so 
amazing, so it was nice to 
see.”

The 39-year-old has 
since suffered four grand 

slam final defeats – two at 
Wimbledon and two at the 
US Open – and was left 
devastated by her straight-
sets loss to Osaka.

“The difference today 
was errors. I made so many 
errors,” Williams said.

“ H o n e s t ly,  i t  wa s 
oppor tunities where I 
could have won. I could 
have been up five-love. I 
just made so many errors.”

If  there is one thing the 
fans will however not forget 
in a hurry is Serena's usual 
special outfit that comes 
with every edition.

h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e 

CN i g e r i a  Wo m e n ' s 
Football League, Aisha 

Falode, has called for patience 
from players owed salaries by 
clubs and says an agreement has 
been reached on how to clear 
the outstanding salaries.

Pelican Stars and Delta 
Queens players had on several 
occasions cried out over months 
of  unpaid salaries, with players 
of  Pelicans presently owed six 
months salaries.

Speaking with newsmen, 
Falode pleaded with the players 
to remain calm.

She said, “As regards the 
owed salaries, we can't be too 
rigid, we must also give room 
for some flexibility. We have 
compelled the club to pay them 
part of  what they owe and 
they've paid and they have given 
us guarantee of  how they are 
going to offset the rest.

“ We  a r e  a  r e s p o n s i b l e 
organisation and we just have to 
hold them to their words to pay 
up what is left of  the girls' 
salaries. We can't say no to their 
negotiations because if  we do, 

these girls may run the risk 
of  being without a club and 
not and eventually don't get 
paid.

“We don't want to imagine 
a girl who has invested all her 
time and talent playing for a 
club leave without nothing. 
It takes a lot of  deep thinking 
and analysing the situation 
to make a final decision.”

anchester United are Min control of  their 
l a s t - 3 2  E u r o p a 

League tie against Real Sociedad 
after a commanding 4-0 victory 
in this relocated match in Turin 
on Thursday night.

In an open first half  both sides 
might have scored in the opening 
two minutes, and Alex Remiro 
later saved a shot by Marcus 
Rashford from point-blank 
range.

In the 27th minute, however, 
Remiro gifted United the lead as 

he missed a bouncing ball over 
the top, ran into two of  his 
defenders and left a tap-in for 
Bruno Fernandes.

In the second half  United 
d o u b l e d  t h e i r  l e a d  w h e n 
Fer nandes combined with 
Daniel James to tuck his second 
of  the night into the far corner.

Marcus Rashford then made it 
three a few minutes later after 
racing clear from a Fred through-
ball, before James added the 
fourth in the final minute of  
normal time.

The second leg of  the tie will be 
at Old Trafford next Thursday.

Twitter.
So it perhaps comes as 

l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e  t h a t , 
according to Bonus Finder, 
the former Real Madrid 
star earns $1,247,157.70 
per post on his account.

That means that one 
post a week could actually 
beat his reported wage of  
$34 million per year, and he 
isn't the only footballer at 
the top of  the list.

Footballers make up 18 
of  the top 20 places on the 
list, with only NBA stars 
LeBron James and Steph 
Curry breaking up the total 
domination of  the world's 
biggest sport.

25th placed NFL star 
Odell Beckham Jr is the 

$208,183.13 per post.
P a u l  P o g b a  – 

$208,183.13 per post.
P a u l o  D y b a l a  – 

$198,477.63 per post.
L u i s  S u a r e z  – 

$191,198.50 per post.
Kar im Benzema  – 

$180,037.17 per post.
A n d r e s  I n i e s t a  – 

$173,728.58 per post.
S t e p h  C u r r y - 

$157,714.50 per post.
Antoine Griezmann – 

$154,802.85 per post.
D a n i  A l v e s  – 

$153,832.30 per post.
Zinedine Zidane – 

$134,906.56 per post.

i g e r i a 

NProfession
al Football 

L e a g u e 
campaigners Wikki 
Tourists FC were 
i n v o l v e d  i n  a n 
accident that left 
team bus burnt to 
ashes along Kibo 
road around the 
popular forest area 
after Jos in Plateau 
state.

The Bauchi-based 
outfit were on their 
way to Uyo, Akwa 
I b o m  s t a t e ,  t o 
honour the NPFL 

m a t c h  d a y  1 1 
against Dakkada 
FC.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
reports, the NPFL 
side left their base in 
B a u c h i  a r o u n d 
4.30am thursday 
morning, but the sad 
incident occurred 
about minutes to 
7.00am near Jos.

Luckily, no life 
w a s  l o s t  i n  t h e 
inferno except for 
players and club 
officials, who lost 
valubles including 
bags and phones.

Pg. 12

Pg. 10

Ronaldo tops Sport Social Media
Rich List 2021

Aussie Open:
Tears flow in Melbourne
over Serena ouster

Wikki Tourists
FC’s bus burnt to
ashes in accident

Unpaid salaries: We can't be too rigid
on clubs, says Falode

UEL: Bruno Fernandes
hits brace as Man Utd thrash
Real Sociedad

Serena in tears after her Aussie Open exitSerena in tears after her Aussie Open exitSerena in tears after her Aussie Open exit

The burnt team busThe burnt team busThe burnt team busBeckhamBeckhamBeckhamRonaldoRonaldoRonaldoLeBronLeBronLeBron

Govt is not fair to us
– Imo pensioners

Habits men find attractive
in women aside looks 
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