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From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

T
wo youth who 
specialize in de-
struction of  elec-

trical equipment belong-
ing to Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Company 
(EEDC) have been sen-
tenced to four years im-
prisonment.

Two jailed for vandalising EEDC equipment in Anambra
The duo of  Edozieuno 

Ikemefuna and Chinedu 
Agbata Nwabuze were 
convicted by the Chief  
Magistrate of  Anambra 
Magisterial District hold-
ing at Otuocha.

They were sentenced to 
four years imprisonment, 
having pleaded guilty to 
the two-count charge of  

vandalism and stealing 
of  property belonging to 
the EEDC.

Making this known to 
reporters in Enugu at the 
weekend was the Head, 
Corporate Communi-
cations, EEDC, Emeka 
Ezeh.

According to Ezeh, the 
vandals were arrested 

on the 7th of  February, 
72021 for vandalising 
the Shell Road 500KVA 
distribution substation at 
Umueri in Aguleri, An-
ambra State, and were 
subsequently taken to 
the Aguleri Police Divi-
sion where they made 
confessional statements 
to committing the crime 
and also mentioned their 

By Afam Echi

The founder of  the Liv-
ing Seed Ministry, 

Prophet Chisom Ekwonna 
has warned that any prayer 
group hired by those in 
power to pray against the 
will of  God for Imo State 
will face destruction. 

He made the revelation in 
a telephone chat with our 
reporter while reacting to 
the political situation in 
the country at the week-
end,

In his words, “any hired 
prayer group in Imo State 
praying against the will of  
God for the state, the fire 
reserved for the enemy by 
God will consume them 
no matter the position of  
the person involved. 

“The acclaimed 12 apos-

Prayer groups against the will of God for Imo
would be consumed - Prophet Ekwonna

tles that have been hired to 
do incantations in a camp 
against God’s plan to repo-
sition the state are already 
in danger of  destruction. 
They are not apostles of  
God but agents of  Satan.   

“Cursed is any man or 
woman, group or groups 
of  persons that will rise 
or form a group to pray 
against the will of  God for 
Imo State, the fire reserved 
for Satan will consume 
them.      

“They should remember 
that the staff  of  Moses 
swallowed all the Egyp-
tian magicians, the same 
God of  Moses will de-
stroy them all that want 
to stop Imo’s progress. 
Elijah stood against 450 
false prophets destroying 
them; the same God of  

Elijah will also destroy all 
the men doing incantation 
against the progress of  Imo 
State.   

“The so called apostles 
and whoever sent them are 
playing with fire and will 
receive the wrath of  God.    

“I saw Nigeria in a thick 
darkness. Everybody in 
Nigeria, every tribe, every 
religion should do seri-
ous prayers. These groups 
should set aside their dif-
ferences and join hands in 
prayers. There is serious 
crisis that will engulf  the 

country shortly. 
“Again night movements 

by those making night 
journeys should be dis-
couraged. I saw so many 
casualties” 

The man of  God also 
lamented that Imo was 
sold to the hand of  Satan 
and stated that any man or 
group of  persons in sup-
port can only be satanic 
adding that God will soon 
bring smiles to Imo people 
through a change of  gov-
ernment.

Invasion of  Capitol: US Senate 
acquits ex-President Trump

The US Senate late Sat-
urday acquitted former 

President Donald Trump 
of  charges that he en-
couraged his followers to 
invade the Capitol during 
the hearings to confirm Joe 
Biden as the new president 
of  the United States.

In a vote that saw seven 
Republicans joining forc-
es with all the 50 Dem-
ocrats to vote during the 
impeachment proceedings, 
the US Senate voted 57 to 
43 votes to exonerate the 
former president. The Sen-
ate needed two-thirds or 
67 votes. The US Senate is 
composed of  100 Senators, 
two for each state. 

Trump, who declared vic-
tory after Senate Republi-
cans voted to acquit him 
for a second time, said that 
his political movement has 
“only just begun” and that 
he would have more to 
share in the near future.

Trump thanked his legal 
team for “upholding jus-
tice and defending truth.”

“Our historic, patriotic 
and beautiful movement 
to Make America Great 
Again has only just be-
gun. In the months ahead 
I have much to share with 
you, and I look forward to 
continuing our incredible 

journey together to achieve 
American greatness for all 
of  our people,” he said in 
the statement.

Senators voted on wheth-
er to convict Trump of  high 
crimes and misdemeanors 
for “willfully inciting vio-
lence against the Govern-
ment of  the United States.”

Trump was banned from 
Twitter days after the Cap-
itol riot, and has been quiet 
since leaving office, having 
done no interviews since 
his presidency ended.

But Trump’s influence 
hangs over his party, even 
as a number of  Republi-
cans say they would love to 
move on from him.

The seven Republicans 
who voted to convict him 
sent the signal it was time 
to move on in as loud a 
way as possible.

But the vast majority of  
Republicans did not, for 
a range of  reasons that 
includes Trump’s power 
within the party.

In the statement, Trump 
gave his “deepest thanks” 
to the Republicans in the 
Senate whom he said 
“stood proudly for the 
Constitution we all revere 
and for the sacred legal 
principles at the heart of  
our country.”

From Maduako Eleweke, 
Awka 

The battle between the 
Great Tipper Associa-

tion of  Nigeria and Anam-
bra State Tipper Association 
(ASTA) and others to control 
the ‘welfare money’ of  the 
associations has claimed two 
lives.

The  groups have  been at  
war over  who collect wel-
fare monies from members 
and the state government has 
given recognition to ASTA to 
collect the welfare money for 
all members of  tippers operat -
ing in the state, but the Great 
Tipper Association objected, 
saying that they are not mem-

Battle to control tippers welfare money,
claim 2 lives in Anambra 

bers of  ASTA as   such they 
cannot collect welfare  money 
from their members.

Last week, there was a clash 
between the groups in Onit-
sha over the lingering issue of  
who collect the welfare mon-
ey.

The clash occurred when 
ASTA went to collect the 
welfare money from other 
groups.

Meanwhile, there have been 
series of  clashes among the 
groups but the last one result-
ed in the killing of  two per-
sons, Sunday Anaekwe and 
the other simply identified as 
Nwa mazi.

Confirming the incident to 
our reporter, the  spoke per-
son for Anambra state police 

From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

In its efforts to assist the 
Government to halt the 

spread of  the second wave 
of  Coronavirus, the Na-
tional Orientation Agency 
(NOA) in Abia State has 
moved to engage the criti-
cal stakeholders in the state 
to a high level advocacy.

The agency has also em-
barked on a 13 weeks ex-
position with the local ra-
dio stations in Abia State 
to ensure that the message 
of  Coronavirus pandemic 
prevention gets to the door-
steps of  Abia residents.

Speaking during the pro-
gramme, the state direc-
tor of  NOA, Lady Ngozi 
Okechukwu, pointed out 
that the agency will partner 
with the relevant bodies in 
the state, particularly the 
mass media, as she rightly 
put it, “we cannot afford to 
lose the gains made in the 
last 13 weeks. Rather we 
shall redouble our efforts.

Okechukwu said, “We are 
now redoubling our efforts 
to stem the chains of  trans-
mission. The Presidential 
Taskforce on COVID-19 
has informed us that we are 
potentially in the difficult 
phase of  COVID-19 Re-
surgence. The risks in this 
second phase are higher. 
Therefore, with no con-
firmed permanent immuni-
ty, it became pertinent for 
NOA to redouble efforts in 
sensitization”.

COVID-19 2nd wave: NOA engages in
sensitization programme

The Abia NOA boss de-
cried that the behavioural 
pattern towards COVID-19 
is poor and somewhat 
worse in adherence to pro-
tocol, “as an Agency that 
interfaces with the grass-
roots in all the 774 Local 
Government Areas of  the 
country, we painstakingly 
observed that Nigerians are 
no longer adhering to the 
safety measures following 
the ease of  the lock down.

 This attitude however por-
tends grave danger. Despite 
the efforts of  Government 
in ensuring that Nigerians 
are adequately protected 
from the Virus, most Nige-
rians have regrettably cho-
sen to become non-chalant 

receivers.
In a swift move, men of  

the Nigerian Police went 
in search of  the men-
tioned receivers, who 
were subsequently arrest-
ed on the 8th of  February, 
2021. They were identi-
fied as Chukwudi Agbom 
(41 years) and Emma 
Nworah (21 years).

All four were arraigned 
in court on the 9th 
February 2021, where 
Edoziuno Ikemefune 
and Chinedu Agba-
ta Nwabueze pleaded 
guilty, and the receivers, 
Chukwudi Agbom and 
Emma Nwora pleaded 
not guilty to the charge, 
and the matter adjourned 
to 30th March 2021.

“Vandalism has been 
identified as a major 
challenge negatively im-
pacting the smooth oper-
ations of  EEDC, and the 
company has resolved to 
go all out to fish out re-
ceivers of  these vandal-
ized items.

Ezeh lamented that the 
organization commits 
millions of  Naira replac-

ing vandalized facilities, 
coupled with the revenue 
loss incurred as a result 
of  this challenge.

“Management of  EEDC 
is not relenting in her 
commitment to ensuring 
that apprehended vandals 
are tried in accordance 
with the law and made to 
face the consequences of  
their actions.

“We believe that this 
will serve as a deterrent 
to many others out there, 
engaging in such acts”, 
he added.

The EEDC image mak-
er advised their custom-
ers to be vigilant and not 
allow these installations 
within their neighbor-
hood vandalized, as they 
will be inconvenienced 
once this happens.

“They are also encour-
aged to make use of  the 
company’s whistle blow-
ing lines (084 700 110; 
0814 602 6678) to report 
any suspicious attempt, 
report to the EEDC of-
fice serving them or to the 
nearest police station”, he 
concluded.

command CSP Haruna Mo-
hammed said the was fight 
among various tippers Asso-
ciations  at the dredging site,  
Onitsha which resulted into 
two persons being killed in 
the process.

He said there was a clash 
among some groups of  peo-
ple over sand mining in  Onit-
sha in process  three persons 
were wounded and they were 
rushed to hospital for treat-
ment where two were  con-
firmed dead by the medical 
doctor on duty on arrival, 
while the third person is still  
receiving treatment .

According to him, the police 
have stepped up investiga-
tions into the matter and after 
the culprits I would be charge 
to court.

and out rightly careless in 
adhering to the Covid-19 
safety guidelines”.

Okechukwu noted that the 
spread rate of  the pandem-
ic is exponentially higher, 
considering how rapidly the 
virus spreads, revealing that 
chances of  more people 
becoming infected at one 
point is high.

She revealed further that 
the manner the pandemic 
is spreading across Nigeria 
is an indicator that Nigeria 
still far from defeating the 
virus.

 Her words, “Anxiety rate 
among citizens are increas-
ing following the higher 
death rate and The mystery 
shrouding this phase even 
as new variants are emerg-

ing with some becoming 
deadlier and more children 
getting infected.

“Although there are no 
COVID-19 vaccines yet in 
Nigeria, several countries 
have been rolling out dos-
es of  available vaccine but 
even this has done little to 
stem the rate of  infection 
and reduce the death rate 
as on now.

“The second wave of  
COVID-19 has begun to 
play a major role in other 
aspects of  decision making 
by affecting our education-
al, economic and social 
sectors. It will perpetuate 
the negative impact we 
witnessed during the first 
phase,” she added.
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From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

T
he victims of  a fire 
disaster that engulfed 
a three-storey shop-

ping complex at 74 Jubilee 
road in Aba, Abia State 
have appealed for financial 
assistance from the Abia 
and Federal governments to 
enable them return to busi-
ness.

The victims, most of  
whom were dealers in mo-
torcycle spare parts, dis-
closed that goods and cash 
worth above N32 million 
were destroyed by the night 
inferno which gutted the 
entire three-storey building 
before spreading to nearby   
shops, Thursday.

Though the cause of  the 
fire has not yet been es-
tablished, some traders 
claimed that the ball of  fire 
may have started from a 

Aba fire victims appeal to
govt for help

shop of  a nearby sachet wa-
ter dealer which according 
to them may have allegedly 
left their electrical appli-
ances on after closing from 
business.

They narrated that most of  
them were already at home 
in the night by the time the 
fire started, narrating that 
most of  them arrived at 
their shops at  morning to 
behold the charred debris of  
their former number shops.

They described the inci-
dent as a big blow to their 
businesses and various fam-
ilies, pleading with the Abia 
state and federal govern-
ments as well as patriotic 
citizens to come to their res -
cue with financial to enable 
them restart life.

 Speaking on the disaster, 
the Chairman of  old mo-
torcycle spare parts dealers 
for Jubilee/Azikiwe road 

axis of  Aba, Mr Uchenna 
Ehirim regretted that goods 
and other property worth 
over N32 million naira were 
consumed by the merciless 
inferno.

The Chairman further in-
formed  he lost his shop to 
the fire adding that a ma-
jor spare parts dealer, Mr. 
Donatus Ezenwaka lost his 
newly stocked shop worth 
over N20 million naira were 
equally gutted by fire.

Apart from the motorcy-
cle parts section, adjacent 
shops and container-shops 
were also affected by the 
night fire, which raged un-
controllably.

However, the men of  the 
Abia State Fire Service, did 
not show up to quench the 
fire, even though some trad-
ers alleged that their distress 
messages to the fire fighters 
was not responded to, while 

the incident lasted. 
But another resident who 

pleaded anonymity blamed 
the non-response of  fire ser-
vice men to the alleged in-
cessant manner which some 
residents of  Aba descended 
on fire fighters during previ-
ous fire incidents.

The resident said “ Yes, 
two reasons may be respon-
sible for their (Fire Service) 
failure to show up when in-
vited. One reason is the way 
they were attacked at Osisi-
oma some time ago while 
when their water finished 
while fighting fire. You 
should also note that Aba 
residents like to beat up fire 
service people if  they arrive 
late to a fire scene.”

Another reason could be 
attributed to the burning of  
some fire fighting  trucks 
belonging to Aba station 
of  fire service during End-

From Rhoda Godwin, Yenagoa

The Federal Ministry of  
Agriculture and Rural 

Development, FMARD has 
trained and empowered 40 
small-holder rural house-
holds on best practices for 
backyard goat production in 
Abia State.

Speaking during the event 
which took place at the Abia 
State Agricultural Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) in 
Umuahia, Mr. Frank Kudla, 
Director, Federal Depart-
ment of  Agricultural Exten-
sion Services, pointed out 
that the programme is the 
proposal of  the State and 
Federal Government to en-
courage the production of  
more ruminants.

He also said that the pro-
gramme was designed to 
address the shortage of  
livestock production in the 
country. 

Kudla, who was repre-
sented by his assistant, Mr. 
Godwin Oyigoga, urged the 
beneficiaries to take advan-
tage of  the programme in 
order to help the govern-
ment solve some of  the cri-
ses in the country.

The representative of  Gov -
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu of  
Abia State and Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of  Agri-
culture, Mr. Effort Nwank-
wo lauded the Federal 
Government for giving the 
opportunity to the farmers 
in the state, revealing that 
Abia was the only state in 
the South East selected for 
the programme.

In his Goodwill message, 
Mr Victor Ihediwa, State 
Director, Federal Ministry 

FG begins training of 40
Abians in goat business 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A pressure group known 
as Olokoro Progres-

sive Association (OPA) has 
expressed its readiness to 
secure Olokoro clan against 
criminal elements currently 
causing sleepless nights in 
the clan.

This decision came fol-
lowing the increasing secu-
rity challenges in the clan, 
which has become a great 
concern to the association.

Speaking during the OPA 
meeting held at Gburugbu-
ru Ndi Igbo Dum palace in 
Umuajata-Olokoro, Umua-
hia South L.G.A, of  Abia 
State, the President General 
of  Igbo World Union, IWU 
Sir Mishak Nnanta decried 
that cultism, gangster-
ism and other social vices 
which had become alien to 
Olokoro clan years back are 

now the order of  the day.
He said that the summit 

which will be held in col-
laboration with the Olokoro 
Clan Development Union, 
OCDU, would be an all-in-
clusive security summit 
which will come in the first 
quarter of  the year 2021; 
and it was designed to re-
view the security situation 
in the clan, as it was drafted 
to provide an all-inclusive 
platform for stakeholders 
with a view to finding solu-
tions to challenges posed by 
insecurity in Olokoro clan.

His words, “We need 
not to put our eggs in one 
basket. The Nigeria Po-
lice Force can’t do it all for 
us. We need assist them to 
take care of  the security in 
Olokoro clan. With the aid 
of  our deviant sons and 
daughters, the bad eggs are 
migrating to Olokoro and 
adding more troubles in our 

of  Agriculture and Rural 
Development, described the 
programme as a unique one 
that would do a lot of  good 
in the state.

His words, “By this prog-
amme we are starting off  a 
new line of  livestock farm-
ing and farming in general. 
It will increase our meat 
production as well as help 
us to resolve herders/farm-
ers clash”.

Earlier in his address, the 
Programme Manager, Abia 
ADP, Chief  Israel Aman-
ze, commended the federal 
and state governments for 
providing the opportunity 
to farmers in the state and 
assured that the ADP will 
see that the programme suc-
ceeds.

Amanze said, “As ADP, 
we have no other jobs than 
to promote agriculture in 
Abia”, and explained that 
the breeds are West African 
dwarfs, which are very high-
ly cherished meat but not 
always available.

According to him, they are 
not for consumption, but 
grower goats which will in 
turn become ‘mothers’ and 
‘fathers’ of  other goats.

One of  the beneficiaries, 
Miss Oluchi Nwankwo, 
who spoke to a cross section 
of  Journalists, thanked the 
federal government for the 
opportunity.

She promised to utilize it 
to gain the maximum ben-
efits.

Each of  the farmers are 
empowered with two goats, 
buck and doe (male and fe-
male), some feeds and me-
dicinal, as starter packs, at 
the end of  the training.

From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

The CEO of  Innova-
tion Growth Hub (IG-

HUB), Daniel Chinagozi, 
has called for proper reg-
ulation of  internet money 
transactions rather than 
banning Nigerian’s partici-
pation in such activities.

The Information Tech-
nology expert cautioned 
against depriving Nige-
rians of  business growth 
opportunities on internet 
through poorly thought-
out measures adding that 
proper regulation would 
give Nigerians the huge 
benefits Internet offers.

Chinagozi said that with-
drawing Nigeria’s par-
ticipation from certain 
international operations 
on internet through poor-
ly thought-out measures 
would only hurt the coun-
try and its citizens.

The IGHUB founder 
said that banning Nigeri-
ans crypto currency oper-

Crypto currency: Expert tells FG to 
regulate activities to give Nigerians
benefits of internet 

ations participation would 
hurt the nation’s economy 
which needs foreign inter-
ventions and collabora-
tions to grow and become 
stronger.

“I think the federal gov-
ernment should put a lot 
of  structure around the in-
ternet and crypto currency 
space, regulate that space 
and start licensing people 
dealing on it so that if  an-
ybody want to deal in it, 
such a person will follow 
due processes.

“But if  you make the 
transactions in crypto cur-
rency illegal, or withdraw 
Nigeria from its transac-
tions, Nigeria will begin 
to lose the value and ben-
efits it could derive from 
it which is not the best for 
Nigeria’s economy”, he 
said.

Chinagozi said there was 
the need to make the in-
ternet safer for all through 
everyone’s effort because 
the internet was becoming 
bigger and more useful to 
all areas of  human lives.

clan. So we need to come 
together, fish them out and 
hand them over to the ap-
propriate authorities.

“Community Policing will 
be in fully force in Olokoro 
clan after the summit. So, 
we will need the support of  
the Nigeria Police Force in 
Abia State in the areas of  
security lectures and tips on 
how to guide and protect 
Olokoro clan”.

As the National Patron 
of  Vigilantee Group of  Ni-
geria, VGN Sir Nnanta ex-
pressed his vision to work 
harmoniously with all the 
security network in the 
country, particularly in the 
Southeast to fight to a still, 
insecurity in the region, 
Abia State, Umuahia South 
and Olokoro clan.

He lauded the strides re-
corded by Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of  Abia State in the 
areas of  security and road 
infrastructure and encour-

Group  to tackle cultism, gangsterism  in Abia town
aged the members of  OPA, 
Olokoro sons and daugh-
ters to support the project - 
Olokoro clan security sum-
mit slated to hold in March, 
2021.

Interacting with a cross 
section of  Journalists 
shortly after the meeting, 
the President General of  
Olokoro clan Development 
Union, OCDU, Mr. Dike 
Ebere Nzenwa advised 
parents to carefully advice 
their children, as any youth 
caught in any antisocial ac-
tivities would face the full 
wrath of  the law.

While outlining the meas-
ures taken by his led admin-
istration which is about two 
months old, in the area of  
security, he revealed plans 
to meet with the State Com-
missioner of  Police, CP Ja-
net Agbade, after which a 
security task force would be 
put in place.

Victims of Aba market �re disaster counting their loses. 
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his period does not appear to Tbe the best of time for our 
security operatives. The 

security situation in the country is 
challenging to everybody. While the 
security men are supposed to provide 
protection to the citizens, experience 
has shown that those in need of 
protection have also turned 
nightmares to those who ought to 
protect them.

It is no longer news that the 
Nigerian police are no longer in the 
good books of the ordinary folks on 
the streets. There is a complete loss 
of confidence in the police. The 
citizens nurse a lot of ill feelings 
towards the police borne out of 
experience. The police are alleged to 
be running their affairs contrary to 
the expectations of the people.

It was not surprising therefore that 
the citizens came hard on the police 
during the ENDSARS protest when 
Nigerian youths pressed home their 
demand to do away with the SARS. 
The government, contrary to 
expectations yielded to the peoples’ 
demand. The SARS it is reported 
became  ant i -peop le ,  tu r ned  
themselves into demons that 
oppressed the people, killing and 
maiming as much as they want with 
impunity.

During the ENDSARS protest, the 
police suffered huge losses with over 
200 police stations burnt throughout 
the country. It was a colossal loss 
however it is looked at which affects 
not just the police as an institution 
alone but also the perpetrators. It 
would sound like a vengeance or 
aggression against the police but 
clearly it was an aggression against 
self and grossly misplaced.

What many do not recognize is 
that the funding and maintenance of 
the police comes from the tax payers' 
money. Money used to rehabilitate 
these destroyed police posts could 
have been utilized for other 
purposes. Violence indeed is an ill 
wind that blows none any good. 

The ENDSARS protest did not end 
the attack on police stations. 
Recently, there have been reported 
accounts of continued attack on 
police posts for one reason or 
another. Early this month the police 
station in Obowo, was attacked by 

gunmen and two police officers lost 
their lives in the attack which gutted 
the station.

The police divisional office in 
Onicha local government of Ebonyi 
State had a section of it razed down 
and four of its patrol vans set ablaze 
too. Other areas have also had their 
own attack especially in the north. 

Attacks on police stations are only 
a reflection or process of ventilating 
out the displeasure of the people 
against the government. It is 
inconceivable that any sane person 
would go out of its way to vent its 
anger against an institution that is 
delivering on its expectations

The police as an institution is 
grappling with myriads of challenges 
which manifests in its performance 
that is considered suboptimal. 
Whatever the police is encountering 
as a protest is reflective of the nature 
of our government. From time to 
time pressure is on the government to 
improve the police system and make 
it more people friendly by adopting 
acceptable global practices.

Whatever the government may 
claim to have done is seen as but a 
palliative action, amounting to just 
scratching the surface and leaving 
the substance. The police is still 
poorly equipped, poorly trained, 
poorly motivated, insufficient in 
number and lacking in the resources 
to meet the challenges of the 
moment.

The attitude of the police is what 
basically puts it against the people. 
Though it runs with the slogan that 
police is your friend, everything 
points to the contrary when it is 
learnt that the police reveals 
information made available to it. 
This is most uncharitable and defeats 
its objective.

News Echo wishes to appeal to the 
public to cease from further attacks 
on police stations because the 
consequences also play out against 
the people. The government on the 
other hand should give the required 
attention the police as an institution 
for it to function effectively. The 
government should not expect 
wonders from a poorly motivated 
and ill equipped police system.

Naturally, no one gives what he 
does not have.

Monday, February 15, 2021

Burning of police stations,
misplaced aggression
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over nment is  a  

Gcontinuous process 
and governance is a 

continuum with some degree 
o f  m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  
innovation. Even with a 
change of  baton, there 
should be some degree of  
continuity in government as 
no one however gifted or 
highly placed can reign 
forever or have a monopoly 
of  ideas. This way, resources 
can be managed very well for 
efficiency and effectiveness 
but this is not the case in Imo 
State, Nigeria.

Since the return of  
democracy in 1999, Imo 
S t a t e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  
unfortunate to be governed 
by people who by all  
definitions and standards 
s e e m e d  t o  l a c k  g o o d  
knowledge of  continuity in 
government or out rightly 
chose to have nothing to do 
with it for personal reasons. 
More like a curse, everyone 
at the helm of  affairs at every 
given time displayed one 
d e g r e e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  
dysfunctionality or the other 
- and at the expense of  the 
masses.

From one government to 
the other, "Ism Affairs” for 
personal aggrandizement 
and conquest of  the state  – a 
clear demonstration of  poor 
leadership style as against 
good democratic ethos - had 
been enthroned and elevated 
to high heavens and the 
people suffer. Every governor 
would want to erase the 
n a m e ( s )  o f  h i s  
predecessor(s), abandon 
existing projects to start new 
ones afresh – a ploy to loot, 
plunder and squander state 
monies and resources.

Most times, Imo State is 
on the news for wrong 
reasons because those at the 
helm of  affairs lack every iota 
of  civility, decency and 
decorum. Every governor 
would want to outshine his 
predecessor but on wrong 
notes, making the sordid 
"past" look more glorious 
than the "present" hopeless 
situation before the led. 

Different slogans and jargons 
at different times had 
e m a n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  
government, showing how 
myopic the people can be at 
d i s p l ay i n g  t h e i r  p o o r  
leadership qualities.

L i k e  a  p e o p l e  o n  
"destruction competition", it 
seems there is a demon in 
Douglas House that takes 
every sense of  reasonability 
away from its Chief  occupant 
and equips same with a 
complex syndrome that 
urges him into vindictive-

d e s t r u c t i v e  m i s s i o n  
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  
e r r o n e o u s  b e l i e f  o f  
supremacy and omnipotence 
becloud his mindset. And to 
show that they “own” the 
state, they abuse almost 
everything!

It is like the only thing 
every Imo State governor 
does and excels at is to erase 
t h e  l e g a c i e s  o f  h i s  
predecessors - and this is 
done at all cost with the speed 
of  orgasm at the end of  
which he gets exhausted and 
wo r n  o u t ,  d e vo i d  o f  
m e a n i n g f u l  i d e a s  f o r  
developmental strides and 
t h e r e a f t e r  r e s o r t  t o  
propaganda!

Anyone who chooses to 
fight dirty just to make 
another person look bad 
might end up in shame for 
t h o s e  w h o  l i v e  b y  
p r o p a g a n d a ,  d i e  b y  
propaganda.  I t ' s  of ten 
difficult to stop a small war 
with another big war because 
there will be more casualties 
at the end so in trying to fight 
imaginary wars, he wastes 
time and gets out of  office on 
a  bad note.  This  has  
consequences. And so far, the 

end of  one bad era brought in 
another worse era.

A visit to Imo State 
especially Owerri will show a 
picture of  a state in its blurred 
shadow. There is no form of  
continuity instead there is a 
f renzy  compet i t ion  a t  
destroying the work of  
previous governments at 
expense of  taxpayers' money.

The roads and other 
projects of  the previous 
government have been 

destroyed with everything 
c a r t e d  a w a y .  T h e  
r o u n d a b o u t s ,  r o a d  
pavements and demarcations 
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  
destroyed! But why?

There are so many things 
begging for attention in the 
state and finding solutions to 
them can be very engaging 
but they are neglected on the 
excuses that there is paucity 
of  funds yet the government 
derives joy from chasing rats 

and wasting the l i t t le  
available resources on things 
that have no impact on the 
people. 

The resources deployed 
for destructive missions can 
be channeled into things that 
can have direct benefits to the 
people. Instead of  spending 
m o n e y  t o  p u l l  d ow n  
roundabouts, such monies 
can be used to pay salaries 
and pensions; instead of  
paying for roads to be 
destroyed more roads should 
be tarred or upgraded; 
instead of  allowing buildings 
to lie fallow and grow weeds, 
such buildings should be 
converted into factories or be 
leased out to willing investors 
and industrialists. All the 
roads opened up in the state 
should be made more 
m o t o r a b l e  n o t  t o  b e  
abandoned to grow weeds. 
Government should not be 
used to settle personal scores.

The schools in the state 
should be maintained and 
made functional, not closed 
in sheer display of  vindictive 
governance of  which the 
governed remain the primary 
v i c t i m s .  I t  p a y s  t o  
consolidate and improve on 
existing structures than to 
start all over again.

A 4-year term or at most 
8-year tenure is not eternity. 
However, the effects and 
memories of  things done 
within such a period can last 
longer than imagined, so 
there is a need for caution!

It  should be stated 
without equivocation that 
a f t e r  p o l i t i c s  c o m e s  
governance - and regardless 
of  political ideologies and 
parties what the people want 
from every government is 
good gover nance with 
meaningful dividends of  
democracy. 

Real politics through 
cross pollination of  ideas 
should bring out the best in 
the people not the monster in 
them. Therefore, the erosive 
politics of  bitterness with its 
resultant ugly trend of  using 
political offices to settle 
scores and widen the margin 
of  enmity should stop 
forthwith in Imo State. 
Anyone that needs to be 
probed should be probed 
constitutionally and legally 
and if  found guilty be 
punished but not to destroy 
the work of  such a person or 
persons. 

It is high time the 
governors worked with the 
existing master plan so that 
every successive government 
will continue from where its 
predecessor stopped. This 
way, the state will save costs 
and develop absolutely for 
the good of  all. The earlier 
this is done, the better.

E m e r o n y e ,  i s  a  
pharmacist and activist and 
writes in from Lagos

Imo – a state in search of 
good governance 
By Livy-Elcon Emereonye

Most times, Imo State is on the news for 
wrong reasons because those at the helm of  

affairs lack every iota of  civility, decency and 
decorum. Every governor would want to 

outshine his predecessor but on wrong notes, 
making the sordid "past" look more glorious 
than the "present" hopeless situation before 

the led. Different slogans and jargons at 
different times had emanated from the 

government, showing how myopic the people 
can be at displaying their poor leadership 

qualities.

“

“

The resources deployed for destructive missions 
can be channeled into things that can have direct 

benefits to the people. Instead of  spending 
money to pull down roundabouts, such monies 

can be used to pay salaries and pensions; instead 
of  paying for roads to be destroyed more roads 

should be tarred or upgraded; instead of  
allowing buildings to lie fallow and grow weeds, 
such buildings should be converted into factories 

or be leased out to willing investors and 
industrialists. All the roads opened up in the 

state should be made more motorable not to be 
abandoned to grow weeds. Government should 

not be used to settle personal scores.

“

“

Uzodimma
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Business News

h e  N i g e r i a n TF a r m e r s 
C o o p e r a t i v e 

Societies (NANFACOS) 
L i m i t e d ,  a  n a t i o n a l 
agricultural work force set 
up to complement efforts of  
the federal government in 
agricultural practices, has 
made the CEO of  Innoson 
Group of  Companies, 
C h i e f  I n n o c e n t 

he Akwa Ibom State TGover nor,  Udom 
E m m a n u e l ,  o n 

Thursday, hinted that an 
agricultural project worth 
$ 1 . 4  b i l l i o n  wo u l d  b e 
established soon in the state 
by foreign investors.

Governor Emmanuel, 
who was addressing a large 
crowd that turned up to 
witness his inauguration of  
the Ibom Tropicana Mall in 
Uyo, said the project, to be 
located in Ikot Abasi Local 
G o ve r n m e n t  A r e a ,  i s 
“something that would 

To ensure economic 

 g rowth  and  promote 
youth inclusiveness in 

regional development in the 
Niger Delta, there is a need 
to invest in Micro, Small, 
and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) as a catalyst to 
create employment and 
e n s u r e  g l o b a l 

competitiveness. This was a 
position canvassed at the 
maiden edition of  the Niger 
Delta Micro, Small, and 
M e d i u m  E n t e r p r i s e s 
Summit 2021 which was 
held at the Aztech Event 
Centre, Port Harcourt, 
Rivers State.

The Executive Secretary 

MSME by chal lenging 
young people to engage 
strategically, to strive, and to 
compete in the new world 
economic order”.

He noted that energy 
transition has become an 
immediate reality for which 
ever yone interested in 
economic development 

of  the Nigerian Content 
Development and Monitory 
Board (NCDMB), Engr. 
Simbi Wabote noted that 
there is an emerging global 
economic order which the 
youths should brace up and 
be a part of  its evolution. He 
said, “We need to continue 
with the effort to grow the 

should be mindful, especially 
the youths of  the Niger Delta.

Engr. Wabote went further 
to address five fundamental 
issues that he said were critical 
t o  v a r i o u s  M S M E 
interventionist efforts.

He said there is a need to 
acknowledge the steady shift 
from oil to sustainable energy, 
Engr Wabote noted that the 
MSME is the engine room of  
the Nigerian economy therefore 
there is a need to address the 
numerous challenges facing the 
MSME in Nigeria. He noted 
that there have been several 
interventions by the present 
administration, led by President 
Mohammed Buhari, which are 
geared towards enabling the 
growth of  small businesses, and 
these included the ease of  doing 

business policy and the other 
programs such as TraderMoni, 
and others meant to enable 
MSMEs in the country.

Engr Wabote said “the 
efforts of  the current federal 
government to enable MSME 
include the Federal government 
intervention fund at single digit, 
the presidential effort to remove 
an obstacle for businesses to 
thrive with ease of  registration 
of  business with the Corporate 
Affairs Commission (CAC), 
ongoing efforts to construct or 
rehabilitate more roads and 
bridges to enable movement of  
people and goods, the various 
technology policies to drive 
innovation and the anchor 
borrows programs, trader 
m o n e y,  a g r i c  b u s i n e s s 
intervention scheme, etc”

gladden the heart of  the 
whole Akwa Ibom”.

“It is something as big as 
Ibom Deep Seaport,” he 
said, while expressing his 
reluctance to give details of  
the project.

“I will not announce full 
details today. I have a letter 
already in my hand, else I 
wouldn't have spoken about 
it. The money for it is ready. 
The investment in that axis 
would turn the fortune of  
agriculture in Nigeria, and it 
is worth a minimum of  $1.4 

billion.
“Even the president has 

already sent a message of  
goodwill on it. It cuts across 
more than two countries,” 
the governor told the crowd, 
which included his wife, 
Martha, the state lawmakers 
and chairpersons of  the local 
councils in the state.

With the current scarcity 
of  foreign investments in 
Nigeria, the project touted 
by the Akwa Ibom governor 
would certainly be a great 
boost  to  the  countr y ' s 
e c o n o m y  w h e n  i t 
materialises.

h e  N i g e r i a n Tg ove r n m e n t  h a s 
raised its borrowing 

limit as a proportion of  
gross domestic product to 40 
per cent, from 25 per cent, 
the  Debt  Management 
Office (DMO) has said in a 
document.

T h e  D M O  s a i d  t h e 
Federal Executive Council 
(FEC) at its meeting on 
February 10 approved the 
new Medium-Term Debt 
Management Strategy for 
Nigeria, for the period 2020-
2023.

The DMO said it will 
target a 10-year average 
tenor of  obligations in its 
portfolio, mainly from the 
domestic markets, with 
long-term securities making 
up at least 70% of  the stock.

The new strategy will 
also ensure that government 
debt is sustainable, the 
DMO said.

“Nigeria has had two (2) 
M e d i u m  Te r m  D e b t 
Management Strategies 
(2012-2015 and 2016-2019), 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  c u r r e n t 
Strategy,” the DMO said in 
the statement Wednesday.

“The new Strategy had to 
be re-worked to reflect the 
global and local economic 
impact of  the COVID-19 
Pandemic and incorporates 
data from the revised 2020 
Appropriation Act and the 
Medium-Term Expenditure 
Framework 2021-2023. 
Thus,  the  new MTDS 
adequately ref lects the 
current economic realities 
and the projected trends.”

The IMF in its latest 
report said Nigeria's public 
debt is projected to increase 
to 34% of  GDP in 2020 from 
29% in 2019, and will rise to 
about 36.4% in the medium 
term.

Interest payments as a 
proportion of  revenues, 
estimated at 92.6% in 2020, 
are projected to decline to 
60.8% in 2021. The figure 
would rise to 94.1% of  
revenue by 2025, the lender 
said.

Analysts have said that 

Nigeria needs to effectively 
manage its debt-service 
costs, grow revenue and cut 
down on waste.

“The implementation of  
the Medium-Term Debt 
Management Strategies 
over the years, has helped in 
managing the structure of  
the growing public debt, and 
ensured debt sustainability, 
as well as effectiveness in 
public debt management,” 
the DMO said Wednesday.

“With the approval of  the 
Federal Executive Council 
of  the MTDS, 2020-2023, 
t h e  S t r a t e g y  w i l l  b e 
implemented to support 
economic development 
while ensuring that the 
Public Debt is sustainable.”

Abubakar (retd), the Board 
of  Trustees member for 
North Central who was 
represented by Alhaj i 
Wakili Baba Yahaya, all the 
executive representatives 
from the six geo-political 
zones of  Nigeria, among 
others, were present at the 
occasion.

Chief  Uzoma said that 
the appointment of  Chief  
Chukwuma as the BoT 
member was in accordance 
with the bye-laws of  the 
organisation through the 
approval of  the federal 
d e p a r t m e n t  o n 
cooperatives, the Federal 
Ministry of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development.

The national president 
explained that several 

considerations were made 
during a meeting of  the five 
South  Eas te r n  S ta te s 
executives of  Abia, Imo, 
Anambra,  Enugu and 
Ebonyi who he said looked 
a t  t h e  r o l e  C h i e f  
Chukwuma had played in 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
development of  Nigeria.

'Chief  Chukwuma has 
impacted so many lives in 
the Nigerian society. He 
has made lives meaningful 
t o  s o  m a n y .  H i s 
philanthropic gestures as 
an industrialist and most 
importantly his passion for 
a g r i c u l t u r e  we r e  t h e 
barometers and reasons he 
was found suitable for the 
appoin tment .  We are 
c o n f i d e n t  i n  C h i e f  
C h u k w u m a  w h o  i s  a 
m e r c h a n t  a n d  h i g h ly 
experienced business man.

'It is my promise that 
within the period I will hold 
sway  a s  a  p r e s i d e n t , 
griculture in Nigeria will 

h e  N i g e r i a TCustoms Service 
( N C S )  i s  t o 

c o m m e n c e 
implementation of  tariff  
reduction on vehicles 
before the end of  this 
month.

The NCS Comptroller-
General, Hameed Ali, 
made the announcement 
at the flagship News 
A ge n c y  o f  N i ge r i a 
(NAN) Forum in Abuja 
on Sunday.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
commencement of  the 
pol icy  fo l lowed the 
t ransmission of  the 
directive to the NCS by 
the Federal Ministry of  
Finance, Budget and 
National Planning.

It could be recalled that 
on  Januar y  26 ,  the 
customs' boss had said 
t h a t  t h e  N C S  w a s 
awaiting directives from 
the Ministry of  Finance, 
Budget and National 
P l a n n i n g  o n  t h e 
implementation of  the 
Act.

P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari 

The customs boss noted 
that the new law would help 
the country to have vehicles 
meant for transportation 
with reduced duty for the 
benefit of  Nigerians.

He noted that the high 
duty paid had also resulted 
to increased smuggling of  
vehicles into the country.

Mr Ali disclosed that 
statistics available to the 
service showed that about 
300,000 to 400,000 vehicles 
coming into Nigeria first 
stop in Benin Republic 
before being smuggled into 
Nigeria.

He said that the reduction 
of  duty, especially on the 
transport sector would make 
Nigeria to have strong 
vehicles  for  conveying 
goods and services as well as 
passengers.

signed the Finance Bill, 2020 into 
law on December 31, 2020, 
stipulating downward review of  
Excise Duty on tractors and motor 
vehicles for transportation.

“The Act has been transmitted to 
us. We received the minister's 
mandate this week, to start 
working on it, although we have to 
develop certain regulations and 
measures on how we intend to 
implement the law.

“We have to change our codes to 
fit into the new law. You know that 
commercial vehicles levy is the 
only levy that has been reduced 
from 35 per cent to five per cent.

“So we have to change the codes 
to fit into the new law and we hope 
we'll finish that in two days and the 
minister will have to look at it and 
agree that yes that is what we 
should do.

“I hope not too long from now, 
by next week or next two weeks, 
this law will come into effect. We 
will circulate it to our own 
commands to begin to operate.”

compete favourably with 
t h a t  o f  t h e  h i g h l y 
developed countries of  the 
world and Nigeria will be 
the agricultural hub of  the 
African countries. Our 
target is to make Nigeria 
self  sufficient in food 
production,' Chief  Uzoma 
stated.

Chief  Chukwuma while 
accepting the appointment 
expressed joy that he was 
the selected personality in 
the midst others in the 
South East to represent the 
national agricultural work 
force. He promised that he 
would use his resources 
and knowledge to see that 
the national body met its 
aims and objectives of  
boos t ing  ag r i cu l tu ra l 
activities in the South-East 
and beyond.

He expressed optimism 
that agriculture would 
improve drastically better 
than what it was before. 
Chief  Chukwuma said he 
would work together with 

the cooperative society to 
achieve self  sufficiency in 
food production for the 
country.

'All of  us will work 
t o g e t h e r  t o  d e v e l o p 
agriculture in Nigeria. 
Already, I'm building a 
t r a c t o r  p l a n t  a t  t h e 
Universi ty  of  Nigeria 
(UNN), Nsukka, so that 
youths in that area will be 
well engaged in agriculture. 
It will benefit the students, 
graduates and the entire 
populace alike. I'm looking 
a t  d i v e r s e  a r e a s  i n 
agriculture including the 
manufacture of  processing 
m a c h i n e s  t o  m a k e 
agriculture easy,' Chief  
Chukwuma noted.

Another speaker at the 
event and a board member, 
HRH Eze Philip Ajomiwe 
from Abia State thanked 
the representatives of  the 
five States president for 
c h o o s i n g  C h i e f  
Chukwuma “as from all 
angles the man who the cap 
fits” and also thanked the 
Federal government for 
what he described as the 
i m p e t u s  t o  b o o s t 
agricultural revolution. He 
noted that the private sector 
is of  great importance to 
actualize the revolution.

Chukwuma, a member of  
its Board of  Trustees to 
represent the South East.

The management of  the 
organisation led by its first 
elected national president, 
C h i e f  N w o g w u g w u 
Uzoma, along with the 
national secretary, Mallam 
Muhammed Kuyizhi, His 
Royal Highness, Brigadier 
General Alhaji Yahaya 
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call for renewed support for MSME

Customs announces
date to begin vehicle
tariff reduction
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h e  P e o p l e s TDemocratic Party has 
described the arrest, 

humiliation, and trial of  
#OccupyLekki protesters on 
Saturday, as a sad reminder of  
what Nigerians went through 
in the hands of  military 
dictators.

The Lagos State Chairman 
of  the PDP, Adedeji Doherty, 
reacted to this sad occurrence, 
in a release on Sunday, titled, 

o  fewer  than  76 

Np e r s o n s ,  w h o 
attended a birthday 

party on Saturday at Lavender 
Court, near Oniru, Victoria 
Island area of  Lagos, have 
been arrested for allegedly 
violating COVID-19 safety 
protocols.

This is just as the police 
impounded 136 vehicles in the 
state for breaking night curfew 
while operatives of  the Delta 

he Ondo State Security TNetwork Agency also 
known as Amotekun 

has arrested four persons in 
connection with the burning of  
its operational vehicle and 
motorcycles at Sanusi Village, 
Owo, Ondo State on Thursday.

T h e  s u s p e c t s  w h o s e 
identities were not released by 
the security outfit due to 
ongoing investigations were 
arrested in a forest reserve in 
Owo Local Government Area 
of  the state.

n  A k u r e  C h i e f  

AMagistrate Court has 
r e m a n d e d  o n e 

Alesanmi Iwanefun at the 
Nigeria Correctional Centre in 
Ondo State for allegedly killing 
his brother, Orimisan, with a 
pestle.

Alesanmi, aged 30, was said 
to have committed the offence 

on January 24, 2021 around at 
Madagbayu Street, Kiribo in 
the Ondo State Magisterial 
District. He reportedly hit his 
brother with a pestle during a 
fight.

Police prosecutor, Inspector 
Taiwo Oniyere, informed the 
court that the offence was 
contrary to sections 316, and 
punishable under sect ion 
319(1) of  Criminal Code Cap 
37 Vol.1 Laws of  Ondo State of  

Nigeria 2006.
The plea of  the accused 

person was not taken when he 
was arraigned because he had 
no legal representation.

Presiding Magistrate, O. L. 
Abu, directed the prosecutor to 
duplicate the case file and send 
same to the office of  the 
Director of  Public Prosecution 
(DPP) for legal advice. He 
adjourned further hearing of  
the case to March 8, 2021.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
development on Saturday the 
s t a t e  C o m m a n d e r  o f  
Amotekun Cor ps,  Chief  
Adetunji Adeleye, said the 
suspects were linked with the 
killing of  a farmer and a 
member of  the vigilante group 
in Ago Sanusi along Ute Road 
in Owo.

He however noted that the 
suspects were not herdsmen, 
noting that the herders sighted 
in the forest fled upon seeing 
his men.

S t a t e  Po l i c e  C o m m a n d 
apprehended 46 persons for 
allegedly violating the curfew 
imposed by the government to 
curb the spread of  the virus.

The police spokesperson in 
Lagos, CSP Muyiwa Adejobi, 
disclosed these in a statement 
at the weekend.

T h e  D e l t a  S t a t e 
Commissioner of  Police, Mr 
Ari Ali, while presenting the 
suspects in Asaba, stated that 

they were among 98 suspects 
arrested across the state for 
various crimes, including 
armed robbery, cult ism, 
kidnapping and rape.

He said, “We are all aware 
that in the effort to curb the 
s p r e a d  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c ,  t h e  s t a t e 
government imposed a curfew 
from 10pm to 4am.

“But these 46 young men 
and women, arrested in 
different spots in the state, 
chose to violate the curfew 
order that is meant for our 
common good.”

igerian Instagram 

Ncomedian,  Debo 
Adebayo, popularly 

known as Mr Macaroni has 
s h a r e d  t h e  h o r r i b l e 
experience he had after being 
arrested by the Nigerian 
Police Force on Saturday.

The comedian in a video 
shared via his Instagram 
story on Sunday revealed that 
the police officials threatened 
to kill all of  them if  the news 
about their arrest wasn't all 
over social media.

He further said that they 
were beaten and stripped 

he National Drug TLaw Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) 

has again uncovered a 
warehouse of  cannabis 
sativa in the suburb of  

G u m a  L o c a l 
Government Area of  
Benue State.

They also intercepted 
a truckload of  the same 
illicit drug in the state.

The agency last week 
arrested seven drug 
barons operating four 
large warehouses in 
Ukpuje forest, Owan 
Local Government Area 
of  Edo State, where a 
total of  16,344 bags of  
cannabis  and seeds 
we i g h i n g  2 3 3 ,  7 7 8 
kilogram were seized in 
addition to two pump 
action and one double 
barrel guns.

The estimated street 
value of  the seized illicit 
drugs was put at over 
N1.4 billion.

Giving a breakdown 
of  the Benue drugs 
seizure, while briefing 
the Chairman/Chief  
Executive of  the anti-
drug agency, Brig. Gen. 
Mohamed Buba Marwa 
(Rtd), in Abuja, the 
B e n u e  S t a t e 
C o m m a n d e r  o f  
NDLEA, Mrs. Florence 
Ezeonye, said the total 

number  o f  bags  o f  
cannabis seized during 
the operation weighs 
1,578 kilogram.

“Operatives of  the 
NDLEA Benue State 
Command intercepted 
in Makurdi, an empty 
t ra i l e r  f rom Awka , 
Anambra State, heading 
to Lafia, Nasarawa State 
b u t  w h e n  p r o p e r ly 
searched, 600 blocks of  
compressed cannabis 
sativa, weighing 600kg, 
were discovered in a 
c o m p a r t m e n t 
constructed under the 
flat belly of  the truck. 
T h e  m o d e  o f  
concealment was first of  
its kind.

“Another seizure was 
made when our men 
stormed a warehouse 
f i l l e d  w i t h  d r u g s 
h a r ve s t e d  b y  s o m e 
farmers at the suburb of  
Guma LGA by 3am. 
The total number of  the 
illicit drugs evacuated 
from the warehouse 
weighs 978kg. The drug 
dealers shot at my men 
on sighting them but 
their attack was repelled 
and as such we did not 
record any casualty,” she 
said.

n a k e d  a s  i f  t h e y  we r e 
criminals.

According to him, “the 
Police officers told us that we 
were lucky that we weren't 
arrested at night because they 
would have killed all of  us and 
nothing will happen.

“Firstly, I want to thank 
everyone for the efforts they 
put into ensuring that we all 
were released safely.

“In honesty,  i t  was a 
horrible experience. I went 
out not because I'm the only 
one who is brave enough to 
protest in Nigeria but because 
I knew other people would be 

there as well and also all we 
wanted was justice.

“At some point, I was 
scared because of  the kind of  
utterances being made by the 
police officers that arrested us.

“I knew people would die. 
If  words weren't out there 
about our arrest, they would 
have killed all of  us.

“After they arrested us at 
the Lekki toll gate, we were 
taken to Adeniji police station 
where we were beaten and 
stripped naked.

“In fact, if  not that videos 
of  our arrests were already all 
over social media, it would 
have been another day of  
mourning the loss of  innocent 
Nigerian youths who came 
out for a peaceful protest.

“The police officials even 
told us that we are lucky that 
t h e  n e w s  w a s  a l r e a d y 
everywhere because if  it were 
to be at night, they would have 
shot at us and nothing or 
nobody will do anything 
about it.

“I am currently going to the 
hospital for checkups because 
I have bruises all over my body 
f rom a l l  the  beat ings  I 
received,” he said.

R e c a l l  t h a t ,  p o l i c e 
operatives deployed to Lekki 
Toll Gate arrested some 
protesters including the 
popular Instagram comedian.

The spokesman for the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  P o l i c e 
Command, Muyiwa Adejobi, 
in a statement on Saturday 
evening said the forty (40) 
suspects at Lekki Toll Gate 
plaza were  ar rested for 
conspiracy, and violation of  
COVID-19 protocols.

According to him, the 
suspects gathered at the Lekki 
Toll Gate to cause tension, 
thereby behaving in a manner 
to breach peace of  the state.

However, Macaroni and 
other forty (40) EndSARS 
protesters arrested were later 
granted bail after the police 
was consequently dragged by 
Nigerians for unlawfully 
dehumaniz ing  unarmed 
protesters.

g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  i s 
pampering terrorists could 
send policemen armed to the 
teeth against civilians who 
o n l y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r 
d i s p l e a s u r e  o v e r  a 
government decision.

“Lagosians will never 
believe that a time will come 
in the State when citizens' 
rights to peaceful protests 
w i l l  b e  mu s c l e d  b y  a 
s u p p o s e d  d e m o c r a t i c 
government.”

“It is now clear that all 
that matters to the APC 
government of  Governor 
Babajide Sanwo-Olu is the 
billions of  naira generated at 

“When did it become the 
duty of  a judicial panel of  
i n q u i r y  t o  o r d e r  t h e 
resumption of  collection of  
tolls at a Toll Gate, which 
was shut down owing to the 
alleged killing of  youths 
whose only offence is that 
they demanded that SARS 
policemen should stop 
killing them?

“ T h e  L a g o s  S t a t e 
Gover nment  and most 
especially, the members of  

'#OccupyLekki: Lagos PDP 
slams Sanwo-Olu over arrest, 
humiliation of  protesters, 
demands discontinuation of  
their trial'.

The chairman said, “It is a 
s h a m e f u l  i r o n y  t h a t  a 

the Lekki Toll Gate, and not 
the welfare of  the people.”

H e  a l s o  d e m a n d e d 
explanations on whether or 
not  i t  was par t  of  the 
mandates of  the Judicial 
Pa n e l  o f  I n q u i r y  a n d 
Restitution to investigate 
cases of  police brutality in 
the  s ta te  to  order  the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  
operations at the toll plaza.

the House of  Assembly from 
Lagos Island, Eti-Osa, 
Ibeju-Lekki, and Epe LGAs 
should open up a public 
hearing or Referendum on 
t h e  r e o p e n i n g  o f  t h i s 
controversial tollgate to 
s h o w  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t 
democracy is really the 
order of  the day in Lagos 
State, instead of  trying to 
crush a peaceful protest 
without presenting any kind 
of  alternative medium of  
diplomacy as it concerns the 
tollgate issue.

“As for those who were 
a r r e s t e d  a m o n g  t h e 
protesters, we wish to tell 
them to remain strong, 
committed, and resolute in 
their quest for a Nigeria 
where the government does 
the right thing and citizens 
are allowed to ventilate their 
g r i e v a n c e s  a g a i n s t 
government freely,” the 
PDP chairman said.
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Cr   me Watch
It's shameful to arrest, arraign protesters
but pamper terrorists – PDP

122 arrested in Lagos,
Delta for violating
COVID-19 protocols

Amotekun nabs four
over burning of
operational vehicle

Man remanded for killing brother
with pestle

Police said they would
have killed us
– Comedian Macaroni

NDLEA uncovers cannabis
warehouse, intercepts
truckload in Benue

The seized cannabis and one of the drug dealers
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h e  n e w l y  Ti n a u g u r a t e d  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

Ohanaeze Ndigbo World-
Wide in Abia State has 
reiterated the call for other 
tribes in the country to 
support the agitations for 
the Nigerian President of  
Igbo extraction, come 2023.

The call was made by the 
n e w  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
Ohanaeze, Comrade Okey 
Paul Nwankwo, during a 
press conference on Friday 
a t  M i c h a e l  O k p a r a  
auditorium which was 
attended by executive 
members of  the pro-Igbo 
group, drawn from all 
LGAs of  Abia.

He noted that for the 2023 
project to become a reality, 
the Igbo nation needed to 
strike a formidable alliance 
and understanding with 
other tribes, pointing out 
t h a t  c o o r d i n a t e d  
consultations were the key 
to success of  the move for 
Presidency.

Nwankwo regretted that 
d e s p i t e  h e r  l a r g e  

population, contribution to 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
advancement of  Nigeria, 
the only time the tribe tasted 
“political power was the 
short-lived period of  late 
General J. T.U Aguiyi 

Ironsi"
He drummed support for 

the Ambassador George 
Obiozor-led national body 
o f  O h a n a e z e,  w h i l e  
dismissing the existence of  
any faction of  Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo.
The Abia State President 

o f  Ohanaeze  Ndigbo 
further commended the 
efforts of  South East 
Governors and ministers 
towards the successful 

conduct of  their elections, 
and urged the Igbo nation to 
discard partisanship in the 
2023 project.

On his vision in Abia 
State, Comrade Nwankwo 
promised that his team 
would liaise with the Abia 
State Ministry of  Education 
in ensuring that studying 
passing of  Igbo language 
become compulsory, with 

patronage of  quality Igbo 
language and cultural books 
written by sound authors.

He equally expressed 
worr y at  the  r i se  in  
insecurity in parts of  
Nigeria, but maintained 
that the best solution to the 
security challenges were 
peaceful dialogue, not 
violence.

His words , " We fought in 
the bush in the past, our 
youths died  in the war but 
this time around, the battles 
would be done on the round 
table, not through guns"

2023 must not elude Igbo 
- Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

30 Onitsha traders arraigned 
for violating COVID-19 protocols

b o u t  t h i r t y  Adefaul ters  have  
been arrested and 

a r r a i g n e d  b e f o r e  a  
Magistrate Court Sitting in 
Onitsha Magisterial District 
presided over by Mrs. Ify 
Ogugua for not putting on 
face masks as directed by 
the State government.

The defaulters, mostly 
Onitsha traders, were 
a r r e s t e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
locations in Onitsha by the 
Anambra State COVID 19 
Protocol  Enforcement 
Team.

The team that embarked 

on the arrest in company of  
OCHA Brigade, ATMA, 
FRSC, Nigerian Civil  
Defence Corps, Police as 
well as Onitsha ASATU 
Youth Task Force Team, 
was led by the Senior 
Special Assistant to the 
Governor on Security and 
Surveillance, Honorable 
Sam Onwuteaka Junior.

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  
n ew s m e n  d u r i n g  t h e  
exercise at Awka Road 
Onitsha, on Saturday, 
Honorable Onwuteaka 
disclosed that the State 
Government has passed a 

law on COVID 19 protocols 
that any defaulter be 
prosecuted hence the arrest 
and trial at the Mobile 
Court

Honorable Onwuteaka 
reiterated the determination 
of  the State Government to 
rid the State of  COVID 19 
calling on Ndi Anambra to 
be conscious as the Virus is 
real, stressing on the need 
for Ndi Anambra to adhere 
strictly to the COVID 19 
measures put in place by the 
State government to avoid 
been arrested as the exercise 
will be a continuous one.

On his part, a member 
of  the enforcement team, 
H o n o r a b l e  S a m u e l  
Ezenduka, stated that the 
lives and safety of  Ndi 
Anambra are paramount to 
the Obiano administration 
hence the directive to the 
enforcement team by the 
government to ensure that 
the State is safe from the 
Virus and advised the State 
citizenry to obey the 
protocols to the latter for the 
good of  all.

One of  the defaulters 
who have been tried and 
fined the sum of  five 
thousand naira or to do a 
Community work for three 

days, Mr Ifeanyi Abali, 
regretted that he was 
arrested for not putting on 
face mask which according 
to him, is always in his 
pocket, noted that he was 
arrested at his workshop 
and promised to abide by 
the rules from now on.

Another defaulter a 
Keke rider, Mr. Lucky 
Nwanja, who was tried, 
discharged and acquitted, 
said he was arrested because 
one of  his passengers was 
not putting on his face 
masks and enjoined Ndi 
Anambra to obey the 
COVID 19 protocols for 
their safety.

By Ovat Mike, 
Onitsha

APC revalidation 
will make people 
owners of party - 
VON DG 
— urges Ndigbo to reconnect 
Zikist Alliance
From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

he Director-General Tof  the Voice of  
Nigeria, VON, Mr. 

Osita Okechukwu has 
declared that the on-going 
membership revalidation 
and registration exercise of  
t h e  A l l  P r o g r e s s ive s  
Congress, APC, met the 
constitutional provisions of  
the party and will most 
importantly make the 
people the genuine owners 
o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  n o t  
Godfathers.

Okechukwu spoke in his 
Eke ward in Udi Local 
Gover nment  Area  of  
Enugu State, weekend, 
where he revalidated his 
membership of  the party.

He said he was surprised 
that the party's pioneer 
national chairman, Pa Bisi 
Akande, its national leader, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu and the immediate 
past chairman, Comrade 
Adams Oshiomhole, were 
opposed to the noble 

exercise. 
“ L e t  C o m r a d e  

Oshiomhole tell you that 
APC revalidation and 
registration exercise is 
unconstitutional or Pa 
Akande that it is waste of  
resources, tell them it is fake 
news, for the registration 
exercise is to make the 
people the genuine owners 
of  our great party and not 
g o d f a t h e r s .  A P C  
constitution mandates us 
under section 9(4) to update 
our membership every six 
months.”

The VON DG, who is a 
foundation member of  the 
ruling party, said the 
r e v a l i d a t i o n  a n d  
revalidation exercise was an 
opportunity for Ndigbo “to 
reconnect the pragmatic 
Zikist Alliance which had 
been very beneficial to 
Eastern region.”

He noted his call aligned 
with the ancient Igbo 
maxim that “you don't stay 
in one stand in the market 
place. For the South East, 
after 21 years in the PDP, is 
it not high time we moved 
into the mainstream?”

“A P C  o f f e r s  u s  i n  

addition to 2nd Niger 
Bridge, Port Harcourt - 
Maiduguri Standard gauge 
rail line and Ranches to 
curb herdsmen soonest.”

Buttressing his support 
f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  
reva l idat ion  exerc i se,  
Okechukwu said “My little 
understanding of  political 
party's administration for 

over forty years in liberal 
democracy posits that 
revalidation of  membership 
and continuous registration 
of  members is both valid 
exercise. 

 “I am one of  those who is 
interested in accurate 
membersh ip  data  for  
effective electoral planning. 
In some wards, you have 
more than 1,000 registered 

members and when election 
comes and after voting, our 
party scored less than 300 
votes, is it not good to close 
this kind of  gap? It is my 
candid view that this is one 
of  the valid reasons for 
r e v a l i d a t i o n  a n d  
registration.”

He called on the people of  
Enugu State and Ndigbo in 
general to come out en-

masse “and embrace the 
pragmatic Zikist Alliance 
by identifying with the only 
party that has remembered 
t h e m  i n  t e r m s  o f  
infrastructure. President 
Muhammadu Buhari 's  
government has no doubt 
left indelible marks in the 
South-East by doing what 
the PDP never attempted to 
do for 16 years running.”

Prophet predicts doom, 
revolution in Imo

 notable Imo born 

AP r o p h e t ,  D r .  
Calistus Nwokoro 

( A k a  D r.  B B K )  h a s  
prophesies dooms day, 
confusion, catastrophe, 
anarchy and revolution in 
Imo state more than the one 
experienced during the 'End 
Sars' if  nothing is done 
between now and Dec. 
2021.

The Alaenyi Mgbidi Oru 
We s t  b o r n  p r o p h e t  
disclosed that people do not 
always take prophecy 
serious especially in Imo 
State but hinted that 
everybody must be ready to 
face the consequences of  
such neglect. He warned 
that any attempt to sweep 
his prophesy under the 
carpet will cause serious 
breach of  peace that may 

even extend to other part of  
the country.

Dr. Nwokoro who is also 

a traditional herbal medical 

practitioner said that his 

prophesy will come as a true 

manifestation of  the dream 

he had few weeks ago. Like 

the biblical Joseph, he 

narrated his dream where in 

his sleep, he saw a swarm of  

bee chasing a wild pigeon 

and the pigeon was running 

very fast to scurry away 

from harm but the bee 

persisted in its pursuit 

instead. 
He states that only people 

w i t h  d e e p  s p i r i t u a l  
knowledge can interpret 
such dream, stating that the 
dream is not as common as 
people may look at it. He 
revealed that both the bees 
and the pigeon have in 
depth spiritual affinity with 
humanity and that any 

clash of  power between the 
two will pose great danger 
to the human society.

According to the prophet, 
pigeon symbolizes peace 
and harmless while bees 
connotes trouble, a scenario 
which simply means a 
higher authority trying to 
use their cronies and loyalist 
to rise against the common 
masses and hence will 
degenerate into a heavy 
trouble that may even claim 
lives.

Dr. Nwokoro disclosed 
that his prophesies do not 
come all the time but must 
come to pass each time he 
prophesies. He disclosed 
that in 2015 before the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  h e  
prophesies that former 
p r e s i d e n t  G o o d l u c k  
Jonathan is not going to win 
the presidential election, he 
said that nobody took that 
prophesy serious until it 
came to pass. 

He said that the prophesy 
came after he had a dream 
w h e r e  a  N i g e r i a n  
presidential Jet carrying 
president Jonathan fell 
down inside a bush and the 
president wriggled out the 
plane unharmed backing 
the plane and was waving at 
Nigerians. He disclosed that 
it was after the dream that 
he started telling people that 
Goodluck Jonathan will fail 
the election.

In 2019, according to 
prophet Nwokoro, he 
prophesies that Senator 
Hope Uzodinma must be 
the governor of  Imo State a 
prophesy he maintained 
even when Rt. Hon. Emeka 
Ihedioha has been sworn in 
as the governor of  Imo 
State. 

W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t  
Imolites may likely do to 
stop the impending danger 
a h e a d ,  t h e  p r o p h e t  
responded that everybody 
must pray only to curb the 
extent of  the damage that 
the prophesy may cause but 
insisted that the dream must 
come true.

By Chidi Ebere 
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nited Arab Emirates 

Uhas extended the 
suspension of  flights 

from Nigeria (Lagos and 
Abuja) from February 28 to 
March 10.

The suspension, which was 
contained in the updated travel 
protocol posted on the website 
of  the Emirates Airline posted 
on Sunday, the flag carrier of  
the  UAE,  was  ent i t led,  
“Temporary suspension of  
flights from Nigeria to Dubai 
until 10 March.”

Hitherto, the airline had 
e a r l i e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  
suspension of  its flights from 
Nigeria until February 28, but 
has now further shifted it by two 
weeks. 

The update read, “In line 
with government directives, 
passenger services from Nigeria 
(Lagos and Abuja) to Dubai are 
temporarily suspended until 10 
March 2021.

“Customers from both Abuja 
and Lagos will not be accepted 
for travel prior to or including 
this date. Passengers who have 
been to or connected through 
Nigeria in the last 14 days are 
not allowed entry into the UAE 
(whether terminating in or 
connecting through Dubai).

“Emirates flights from Dubai 
to Lagos and Abuja will 
continue to operate as per the 
normal schedule.

“ W e  r e g r e t  t h e  
inconvenience caused, and 
affected customers should 
contact their booking agent or 
Emirates call  centre for 
rebooking. Emirates remains 
committed to Nigeria, and we 
look forward to resuming 

passenger services to Dubai for 
our customers when conditions 
allow.”

The  suspension of  Emirates 
flights might have come as a 

retaliatory action, coming few 
days after a similar  action by 
the Federal Government over 
the introduction of  rapid 
antigen test as a requirement for 

Dubai travelers which is against 
the Nigerian negative PCR 
requirements. 

The Federal Government, 
had through the Nigeria Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA) 
banned Emirates Airlines' 
operations in Nigeria for 
violating COVID-19 protocols.

Director-General of  the 
NCAA, Capt. Musa Nuhu, had 

announced the ban in a letter to 
the airline dated February 4, 
2021.

The NCAA had said then 
that the ban was necessitated by 
the continued air l i f t  of  
passengers from Nigeria using 
the Rapid Antigen Tests (RDT) 
conducted by laboratories that 
are “neither approved nor 
authorized by the appropriate 

regulatory,” which it described 
as flagrant violation of  the 
Presidential Task Force on 
Covid-19 directive.

But the ban was lifted the 
following day after Emirates 
announced the withdrawal of  
the antigen test, the airline 
afterwards suspended all 
Nigerian flights and only allow 
flights from Dubai to Nigeria.

Emirates extends suspension 
of Nigerian flights till March 10

Editors condemn alleged attack on Imo journalist 
he Forum of  Imo-TBased Newspaper 
Editors (FINE) has 

condemned the alleged 
attack on an Imo-based 
Jo u r n a l i s t ,  P r e c i o u s  
Nwadike, describing such 
action as improper.

In a release signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary of  
the Forum, Max Chinedu 

Egere and Elder Chigozie 
Uzosike respectively, the 
Forum condemned in 
unequivocal terms the said 
unwarranted and cruel 
attack on the Journalist 
who is also the Publisher of  
Community Watchdog 
newspaper.

The Forum believes that 
there would have been 

other means of  settling any 
misunderstanding instead 
of  the agent of  government 
taking the law into their 
hands as alleged. This for 
us is an action taken too far 
and it violates the rights of 
citizens of  Imo State.

The Forum noted that it 
i s  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  
investigation into the 

 stalwart of  the All 

AP r o g r e s s i v e s  
Grand Alliance 

(APGA) in Imo State, Hon. 
C h i e f  N d u k a  V.  A .  
Anyanwu has described 
APGA, as a party that has 
solution to the numerous 
political challenges facing 
Nigeria over the years.

He pointed out other 
political parties who have 
governed the country since 
the inception of  democracy 
in Nigeria have failed to 
deliver good governance 
a n d  d i v i d e n d s  o f  

democracy to Nigerians.
Hon. Nduka further 

stated that “having tried 
other political parties, with 
nothing to show for it at the 
national level, it's high time, 
the country tried the All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s  G r a n d  
All iance (APGA) for 
effective and optimal 
leadership”

The Ahiazu Mbaise born 
b u s i n e s s m a n  a n d  
philanthropist reiterated 
that APGA, no doubt is a 
pan Nigerian political party 
of  Igbo origin.

According to him, the 
party has always delivered 
the true dividends of  
democracy, wherever it is 
institutionalized; citing 
Anambra State as a case 
study

He said “It will therefore 
be in the overall interest of  
all Nigerians and all the 
states in Nigeria to embrace 
A P G A  f o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  
economic cum social  

emancipation”
He urged a l l  wel l -

meaning Nigerians to give 
true change a chance, 
ins i s t ing  that  APGA 
remains the solution to the 
collective challenges facing 
the country.

Anyanwu maintained 
that a vote for APGA at all 
levels of  government, 
starting from the federal, 
state and local government, 
will ensure a better Nigeria 
which is the collective 

dream of  every Nigerian.
H e  c a l l e d  o n  a l l  

Nigerians irrespective of  
their religious and tribal 
differences, to embrace 
APGA and support the 
party at all levels.

H e  r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  
Nigerians cannot continue 
to recycle the same political 
parties that have kept the 
nation in a state of  
quagmire, thus the nation 
cannot compete favourably 
among league of  nations.

APGA remains answer to 
Nigeria's political woes - Anyanwu

Abducted NTA reporter regains 
freedom

bducted female 

Areporter of  the 
N i g e r i a n  

Te lev i s ion  Author i ty  
(NTA), Port Harcourt, 
R i v e r s  S t a t e ,  M r s .  
Chidiebere Onyia, has 
regained her freedom.
It was gathered that Mrs. 
Onyia was released by her 
abductors on Sunday by 
12noon after five days in 
captivity.
Onyia, a mother of  three, 
was whisked away to an 
unknown place by her 
assailants on February 9 
while returning from her 
office. It was not clear 
whether the family paid a 
ransom, but her husband 
was said to have informed 
some of  her colleagues in 
NTA that his wife had been 
set free.
The journalist was said to 
be conveying some of  her 
colleagues in her private 
car to their destinations at 
about 6.30pm when the 
hoodlums blocked her 
vehicle at Woji area of  Port 
Harcourt, isolated her and 
zoomed off.
T h e  h o o d l u m s  we r e  
reported to have fired many 
gunshots into the air 
forcing people to run to 
different directions before 
seizing their victim.

One of  her colleagues, who 
alighted from her vehicle 
before she was taken away, 
wondered what the female 
journalist could have done 
to warrant her abduction.
W h e n  c o n t a c t e d ,  
spokesman of  the State 
Police Command, Nnamdi 
Omoni, confirmed her 

release.
He described it as a 
valentine gift to journalists.
 “Yes, she has been 
released. It is a Valentine 
gift to journalists. I have on 
my way to see her. I will 
r e l e a s e  a n  o f f i c i a l  
statement later,” Omoni 
said.

matter to ascertain the 
details of  the issue, adding 
that while that goes on, it is 
important to urge the 
government of  the day to 
warn its officials and 
hangers-on to desist from 
actions that will portray the 
government in a bad light, 
especially in this era where 
violation of  human rights 
is becoming the rule and 
not the exception.

"The Editors will not 
condone  any  ac t  o f  
brutality meted out to any 
Imo Journalist, especially 
as they go about their 
reportorial job. 

We therefore demand a 
full-scale investigation into 
alleged brutalization of  the 
journalist as it would not be 
palatable to have Imo in the 
news as a state that has no 
respect for people's rights 
and dignity.

Okpala community presents 
eze-elect to IMC chairman
By Jennifer John 

eaders of  Okpala LA m a  A s a a  
A u t o n o m o u s  

Community in Ngor Okpala 
Local Government Area of  
Imo State, has presented 
their Eze-Elect,  Chief  
Obinna Eziakonwa to the 
I n t e r i m  M a n a g e m e n t  
C o m m i t t e e  ( I M C )  
Chairman of  Ngor Okpala 
Local Government Area, 
Mayor Obinna Nwaeke.

The community leaders 
did the presentation at the 
Counci l  headquar ters,  
Umuneke where they craved 
for an official recognition of 

the Eze-elect by the IMC 
chairman.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
d e l e g a t i o n ,  t h e  I M C  
Chairman, Mayor Obinna 
Nwaeke who expressed 
happiness over their peaceful 
disposition encouraged 
them to retain the peace.

He used the opportunity 
to enlighten them on some 
of  the important projects 
sited in the area by the 
governor and encouraged 
them to support the shared 
prosperity government of  
Senator Hope Uzodimma. 

IMC chairman reassured 
them of  the government 

determination to rebuild, 
reconstruct and recover the 
state from its lost glory. 

Adding his voice, Director 
of  Administration and 
General Services (DAGS), 
Barr. Emeka Odua informed 
leaders of  the community 
that presentation to the local 
g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  a  
constitutional laid down 
procedure in the recognition 
of  a traditional ruler, but do 
not mean final recognition 
and explained further that 
the documents and feelings 
of  the Okpala community 
w i l l  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  
communica ted  to  the  
appropr ia te  author i ty,  
including the Bureau for 
Chieftaincy and Local Govt 
M a t t e r s ,  f o r  o n w a r d  
transmission to the state 
governor.

Fielding questions from 
newsmen, the Eze-Elect, 
Chief  Obinna Eziakonwa 
said that his nomination and 
select ion was without 
bitterness or rancour as the 
seven villages were duly 
consulted and are all in 
support of  his ascension to 
the throne that has remained 
vacant with the demise of  
HRH, Eze Kene Okereke.

In his words, “I am 
grateful that the God 
Almighty have made this 
day a reality. "My leadership 
as the traditional ruler will 
be favourable and peaceful 
to my people. My assurance 
is that the people of  Okpala 
should expect progress and 
prosperity. We will continue 
to support the government to 
succeed". The Eze-elect 
enthused.

Government bothering on 
financial impropriety".

"From the foregoing, it is 
clear that when the 
p u r p o r t e d  f o r m e r  
c o o r d i n a t o r s  w e r e  
c o n c o c t i n g  t h e  
al legations,  i t  never 
occurred to them that the 
E F C C  wo u l d  m a k e  
demand of  information 
and relevant documents 
as it was just aimed at 
tarnishing the good image 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  
Government".

"Unfor tunately,  the 
EFCC has  not  jus t  
requested information 
and documents, it has also 
directed that the group 
presents a representative 
for interrogation," the 
letter added.

he Ebonyi State 

TGovernment has 
said that it is not 

averse to making itself  
avai lable  for  publ ic  
scr ut iny should  the  
Economic and Financial 
Cr imes  Commiss ion 
( E F C C )  c o m m e n c e  
investigation into the 
spurious allegations made 
by former development 
c e n t e r  c o o r d i n a t o r s  
alleging misappropriation 
of  over 6 billion naira 
belonging to the 13 local 
government areas of  the 
state.

In a statement signed by 
the Special Assistant to 
the Governor on Media, 

Mr. Francis Nweze and 
m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
Newsmen in Abakaliki. 
The SA described the 
purported petition written 
to the Economic and 
F i n a n c i a l  C r i m e  
C o m m i s s i o n  E F C C  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e  
government as frivolous 
and baseless.

He expressed the regret 
that former Coordinators 
led by Amos Ogbonnaya 
had written the EFCC 
alleging that the Ebonyi 
S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  
misappropr ia ted the  
statutory allocation of  the 
13 Local Government 
Areas of  the State to the 
tune of  more than 6 
billion naira.

He therefore called on 
the people of  Ebonyi State 

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

N6.7b LG misappropriation 
fund:  We are open to EFCC 
scrutiny - Ebonyi State Govt

to remain vigilant and 
watch how merchants of  
fake news and blackmail 
w o u l d  o n e  d ay  b e  
implicated and vilified in 
the temple of  justice.

Part of  the Statement 
reads, "My attention has 
been drawn to a letter 
circulating on the Social 
media addressed to one 
Mr. Amos on-behalf  of  
p u r p o t e d  f o r m e r  
Coordinators in Ebonyi 
State by the Economic 
and Financial Crimes 
Commission, EFCC".

"In the letter, the EFCC 
d i r e c t e d  A m o s  
Ogbonnaya, lawyer to the 
a l l e g e d  f o r m e r  
coordinators to furnish it 
with relevant information 
in line with its allegations 
a g a i n s t  t h e  S t a t e  
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From Nonye Udimiri,  Aba

Chancellor of  Grego-
ry University, Uturu 

(GUU), Prof. Gregory Ibe, 
has said that the realization 
of  the proposed Obeaku 
Seaport in Ukwa East Lo-
cal Government Area of  
Abia State will improve the 
economy of  the South East-
ern Region of  Nigeria.

The renowned academic 
and entrepreneur expressed 
delight over the revival of  
the Onitsha River Port in 
Anambra State, stressing 
that it also has potential of  
transforming the economy 
of  the zone. 

Ibe, who said this while 
addressing Journalists at his 
country home of  Uturu in 

Obeaku, Onitsha seaports
will rejuvenate S/East
economy  - Prof  Ibe

Isuikwuato Local Govern-
ment Area of  Abia State, 
described a functional sea-
port as one huge economic 
catalyst that the South East 
cannot wait to have.

He said that the proposed, 
but abandoned Obeaku 
Seaport in Abia State has 
the deepest shoreline and 
must be realized and made 
to function in its proper 
capacity and help to open 
other economic opportuni-
ty for all business minded 
Nigerians who will definite-
ly tap from opportunities it 
will present.

“We should be able to 
open the seaport at Obea-
ku. It’s the deepest shore-
line. It’s called the slave sea-

port. In the next few weeks, 
you’ll see many containers 
leaving Lagos for Onitsha 
for clearing. 

“Seaport will actually im-
prove our economy here. 
Assuming we have seaport 
here, ships will be coming 
in bringing aviation fuels, 
people will start develop-
ing tank farms. Those tank 
farms is it not our people 
that will work on them? 

“Everywhere will change 
and the economy will grow. 
Companies will come in. 
Housing Estates will rise 
and life will become more 
reasonable.”

The renowned academic 
and entrepreneur also gave 
his full backing for the call 

for Igbo Presidency in 2023.
He said that Igbo, as one 

of  the dominant ethnic 
groups in Nigeria deserve 
the opportunity to serve in 
the country’s highest politi-
cal position.

“I was two years dur-
ing the Biafran War. I was 
denied Childhood. I was 
living under trees with ani-
mals as a child until the war 
ended. I’ve told everyone to 
explain to me why I can’t be 
Nigerian President or some-
one from my zone can’t be? 

“Everybody from South 
East will know that we de-
serve this. We will not de-
pend on the president, but 
it’s all about giving us that 
enabling environment and 
sense of  belonging.”

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

The Anambra State Gov-
ernment in partnership 

with the Federal Ministry 
of  Agriculture has flagged 
off  the 2021 Free Anti Ra-
bies vaccination campaign.

The event which took place 
at Anambra state Veterinary 
Service Centre, Amawbia 
on Saturday 13th Feb, 2021, 
was part of  measures geared 
towards eliminating human 
death through dog rabies by 
2030

Reports show that rabies 
is a highly fatal viral disease 
affecting all warm-blood-
ed animals that is usually 
transmitted through the bite 
of  an infected animal or 
man.

The free vaccination cam-
paign which is collaboration 
between the Anambra State 
Government and the Feder-
al Ministry of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
has the support of  World 
Organization on Animal 
Health and World Health 
Organization.

In his welcome speech, 
the Anambra State Com-
missioner for Agriculture, 
Mr. Nnamdi Onukwuba 

From Nonye Udimiri, 
Aba

Abia State Governor, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu 

was joined by his Akwa 
Ibom State counter-
part, Udom Emmanuel 
to commission the 10 
km Aro-Umuejie-Osok-
wa-Omoba Road that 
serves as shortcut to both 
states.

The road which stretch-
es from the Enugu-Port 
Harcourt Highway, 
cuts across two  Local 
Government Areas of  
Isiala-Ngwa South and 
Osisioma Ngwa, link-
ing the Obikabia road 
that connects Obingwa 

Local Government Area 
to Aba, Umuahia, Ak-
wa-Ibom and Cross River 
State.

Speaking at the venue 
of  the commissioning, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu ap-
preciated his Akwa-Ibom 
counterpart for coming 
to commission the road 
which will benefit citi-
zens of  both states.

He said he chose the 
Akwa-Ibom Governor 
to commission the road 
because he inspires him 
a lot adding that he has 
learnt so much from 
Governor Udom whom 
he described as trans gen-
erational leader. 

Ikpeazu said the road 

represented by the Direc-
tor, Veterinary Services, Dr. 
Basil Ideh, described rabies 
as one of  the deadliest viral 
infectious diseases on earth, 
which is prevalent in Africa 
and Asia while praising the 
contribution of  the federal 
government in boosting the 
already established routine 
in the state.

He, however urged pet 
keepers in the state to avail 
themselves the opportunity 
to vaccinate their dogs and 
cats at no cost during the 
five days vaccination cam-
paign

The Veterinary Officer of  
the Federation, Dr. Olan-
iran Alabi represented by 
a staff  in the ministry, Dr. 
Emmanuel Adole noted 
that despite the high fatality, 
the disease is one hundred 
percent preventable through 
mass dog vaccination and 
enlightenment campaign 
as dogs account for nine-
ty-nine percent of  human 
deaths resulting from rabies.

Some dog owners, Sir 
Charles Mbakiwe and Miss 
Oby Agbata, who got their 
dogs vaccinated thanked 
both the federal and state 
governments for their ef-
forts in disease control.

By Ikenna Orioha

Rulers have been charged 
to imbibe uncondition-

al love in order to advance 
peace, security and prosper-
ity to move the society for-
ward.

This charge was made by 
Rev. Canon Zebulon Eluke, 
Vicar in charge of  St. Mi-
chael’s Anglican Church, 
Abacheke, Ohaji/Egbema, 

Valentine’s Day: Clergy charges 
rulers to imbibe love to advance
peace, security

Imo State, during a church 
service to commemorate 
Lovers’ Day, on Sunday.

Eluke emphasized that 
when political, church and 
community leaders em-
brace unconditional love, 
shun greed and wickedness, 
the society would stop expe -
riencing backwardness, cri-
sis, difficulties, poverty and 
insecurity.

Eluke, who centered his 
sermon on “Unconditional 
Love”, called on leaders to 
emulate the sacrificial love 
demonstrated by the found-
ing fathers of  the country in 
order to prosper.

While stressing that love 
does not count errors nor 
has an attachment as God 
instructed in first Corin-
thians chapter twelve ver-
sus one, Eluke charged the 
congregation to often show 
unconditional love to their 
neighbors to prosper and 
progress.

According to him, “love 
is beyond lust, intimacy, 
affection, it is the type of  
love Jesus Christ gave us by 
sacrificing on the cross at 
Calvary. Indeed, love cures, 
settles differences, corrects 
all errors, relaxes the nerves,  
comforts the broken heart-
ed. St. Valentine sacrificed 
his love to show love to 
mankind, hence the world 
celebrates him on every 
14th January. The word of  
God should always produce 
love, good fruits in us”.

is of  great economic im-
portance to the state, 
disclosing that the link 
road gives access to many 
towns and States includ-
ing Umuahia, Aba and 
links Akwa-Ibom, Cross 
River states.

The Governor said the 
road would improve on 
the economic advance-
ment of  Akwa-Ibom and 
Abia and called for more 
unity and harmonious 
relationship between the 
two states.

“This is not a cosmetic 
road or political road. It 
will add oxygen and ven-
tilate the economy of  Aba 
and its environs. We’ve 
been thinking of  what to 

Akwa-Ibom, Abia unite as Emmanuel joins
Ikpeazu to commission road linking both states

do to give our neighbours 
access. 

“I pray as we commis-
sion this road today, all 
our brothers using it will 
find peace. I recommend 
that we mirror this to 
create more unity for our 
people.”

Commissioning the 
road, Governor Udom 
Emmanuel said he is 
overwhelmed and en-
couraged Ikpeazu not 
to relent in doing good 
works and assured him 
that entire People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) Gov-
ernors are proud of  him.

“Any developing coun-
try you go and you don’t 
see tractors and cranes, 
that place is not develop

NEWS

-

ing. I must thank Gover-
nor Ikpeazu for return-
ing those things into the 
streets of  Abia.

“I’m overwhelmed al-
ready. If  you go to the 
West and see how they’re 
eulogizing Awolowo to-
day, you’ll not believe it’s 
the same Awolowo that 
they were saying all sorts 
of  things about when he 
was in power.

 “There are certain 
things you do and those 
things will speak for 
themselves. If  everybody 
speak well of  you, it 
means you’re not doing 
well. Because if  you’re 
doing the right thing, you 
cannot impress every-

Anambra govt flags off

body,” he said.”

2021 free anti-rabies
vaccination campaign 

Onitsha Sea Port.
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From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Ahead of  the Novem-
ber 6, 2021 governor -

ship election in Anambra 
State, a frontline Peoples 
Democratic party (PDP), 
governorship aspirant, 
Mr. Valentine Chineto 
Ozigbo, last Sunday, do-
nated eight vehicles to 
some key party officials 
in the state.

News Echo learnt that 
the donation which took 
place at the party’s Sec-
retariat, Awka, had in at-
tendance, all the 21 local 
government Chairmen 
of  the party.

Addressing the bene-
ficiaries and other par-
ticipants, Mr. Ozigbo, 
assured the party leader-
ship in the state of vic-
tory in the 2021 election 
if  he wins the party’s gu-
bernatorial ticket of  the 

PDP governorship aspirant donates eight campaign 
vehicles to Anambra party officials 

PDP.
He expressed confi-

dence that with the likes 
of  Mr. Peter Obi, Senator 
Ben Ndi Obi, Senator Joy 
Emordi, Iyom Joesphine 
Anenih, Senator Ifeanyi 
Ubah, Chief  Chris Uba, 
Evangelist Nicholas Uk-
achukwu, he will emerge 
the consensus candidate 
that would take over from 
Governor Willie Obiano, 
come March, 2022.

“We have to sacrifice 
our resources and time 
to ensure PDP wins. I 
donated these vehicles 
as part of  the love I per-
sonally have for PDP and 
to make the party more 
popular in the midst of  
other contesting political 
parties in the state”. He 
urged other party sup-
porters who have benefit-
ed in one way or another 
to emulate his gesture to 
keep the party moving. 

The former Transcorp 

boss, appealed to the ben-
eficiaries to make use of  
the vehicles for the pur-
poses in which they were 

bought.
Appreciating Mr. Ozig-

bo, the State Chairman 
of  the Party, Chief  Ndu-

Majority of cattle herders 
have no experience in
mechanized grazing
- Miyetti Allah
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

The South East Chair-
man, Miyetti Allah 

Cattle Breeders As-
sociation of  Nigeria 
(MACBAN), Alhaji Gi-
dado Siddiki, has called 
on the Federal Govern-
ment to engage his mem-
bers in mechanized graz-
ing training, saying about 
89 percent herders has no 
experience in that field.

Siddiki, stated this 
while speaking to jour-
nalists in Awka, the An-
ambra State Capital, on 
Saturday, in reaction to 
the decision of  Nige-
ria Governors Forum 
(NGF) for the country to 
transit into modern sys-
tems of  animal husband-
ry that will replace open, 
night and underage graz-
ing across the country. 

He disclosed that the 
association in the South 
East zone was in sup-
port of  any government 
policy that would put to 
an end, the continued 
clashes between Fulani 
herders and farmers in 
the country. So long as 
the policy would be of  
benefit to both parties. 

According to Siddiki, 
the governor’s position 
was a welcome develop-
ment, but for the policy to 
work as expected, the fol -
lowing provisions must 

be in place for peace and 
equity;  training/re-train-
ing of  Fulani herdsmen 
on Mechanized Graz-
ing, provision of  land for 
Ranching in the 36 states 
of  the federation and 
the FCT and  a contin -
ue Town Hall Meetings 
between Government, 
Farmers and the Herders 
in the affected areas.

“The government 
should train us so that we 
can plan with the modern 
system of  animal hus-
bandry, because majority 
of  us has no experience 
of  mechanized farming. 
I believe with all this, it 
will bring to an end, the 
lingering crisis between 
the farmers and herder in 
the country, Siddiki add-
ed.

He noted that the Na-
tional leadership of  
MACBAN had banned 
night grazing four years 
ago.

While commending the 
South East governors for 
their continued support 
to the association in the 
zone, he urged farmers 
and host communities 
where his people are re-
siding  to always report 
any disagreement to the 
security or other relevant 
authorities for prompt ac-
tion to avoid loss of  lives 
and destruction of  prop-
erty.

By Afam Echi

It has been revealed that 
not all Christian de-

nomination are in sync 
with the much trumpet-
ed Valentine celebration 
which gripped the world 
yesterday. 

The God’s Kingdom 
Society, an indigenous 
church with strong foot-
ing internationally has 
opposed the Valentine 
celebration describing it 
as a pagan festival and 
contrary to Christian mo-
rality.

The condemnation was 
made in a Press release 
issued by the Church 
Publicity Secretary, Ben-
edict Hart and availed the 
News Echo newspaper

Excerpts of  the release 
states as follows:

God’s Kingdom Society opposes 
Valentine celebration

“For spiritual reasons 
the God’s Kingdom So-
ciety, (GKS) the Church 
of  the Living God, is op-
posed to Valentine’s day 
celebrations. The celebra-
tion is contrary to Chris-
tian morality and is based 
on paganism.

“In this age when many 
lives are being lost to 
AIDS and other sexual-
ly transmitted diseases, 
when several govern-
ments around the world 
are battling to contain the 
scourge of  teenage preg-
nancies, it is sheer vanity 
for anyone to be promot-
ing a celebration that en-
courages sexual promis-
cuity. 

“The Bible warns that 
those who indulge in im-
morality would be pun-
ished by God Almighty. 

From Uchenna Ezeadigwe 
Awka

Anambra State Govern-
ment through the Min-

istry of  Diaspora Affairs, In -
digenous Artworks, Culture 
and Tourism will organise a 
virtual International Con-
ference with Anambra indi-
genes in the Diaspora.

The Commissioner, Min-
istry of  Diaspora Affairs, 
Dr Kenneth Anierobi, who 

Anambra Govt to hold virtual conference
with Anambra indigenes in Diaspora

stated this in Awka, said 
that the interactive session 
would involve both Anam-
bra people living outside the 
state and country.

According to the Anierobi 
government has to set up 
a communication channel 
with Anambra people in 
the Diaspora to establish 
a strong relationship with 
them in line with the mis-
sion statement of  the state.

He further noted that the 

bisi Nwobu, said the ges-
ture was a demonstration 
of  love for the party. He 
said the party needed a 

strong candidate like Mr. 
Valentine Chineto Ozig-
bo to win the election.

Those who aid and abet 
them by profiting from 
such practices as Val-
entine Day celebrations 
would also not escape 
judgment, according to 1 
Corinthians 6:9,10  and 
Romans 1:32.

“It is unfortunate that 
Africans like to copy the 
negative rather than the 
positive aspects of  West-
ern culture. This celebra-
tion is one African coun-
tries ought to discourage, 
if  not ban entirely, as it is 
an imported custom that 
debases Africa’s moral 
values and compounds 
the poverty crisis facing 
most African countries.

“Valentine Day cele-
bration has nothing to 
do with Christianity as 
it was originally a pagan 
tradition celebrated every 
February by the Romans 

Diaspora portal will be put 
to use this year to showcase 
the rich cultural heritage of  
the state, tourist sites, pro-
grammes and other impor-
tant positive information 
to help to attract Anambra 
indigenes in the Diaspora to 
invest in the state, while ef-
forts would be sustained to 
ensure that the plans set up 
will be achieved this year.

The commissioner urged 

the staff  of  the Ministry to 
work as a team, share vital 
information among them 
and bring up ideas that 
would boost the ministry.

Acting Director of  Dias-
pora Affairs, Mrs Nneka 
Nwankwo, said her depart-
ment markets the rich cul-
tural activities and tourist 
sites of  the state to the world 
and assured its readiness to 
do more.

in the third century. Un-
fortunately, it is increas-
ingly being seen as a 
Christian celebration.  e 
fact is that it was the priests 
of the Church, who, in the 
name of Christianizing the 
ancient pagan celebrations 
of the Feast of Lupercus, 
changed the name to St. 
Valentine’s Day”. 

“Christians are warned 
to keep away from pagan 
customs and practices and 
Valentine Day is no excep-
tion. e Bible says, “us 
saith the LORD, Learn not 
the way of the heathen . 
For the customs of the 
people are vain…” (Jeremi -
ah 10:2, 3) And Christ told 
the Jews, their religious 
leaders in particular, “…
Why do ye also transgress 
the commandment of God 
by your tradition?” - Mat-
thew 15:3.

Lagos State Governor, Sanwo-Olu revalidating his APC membership in Lagos... recently.
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u t t e r s  a r e  

Gm o s t l y  
channels for 

w a t e r s .  T h e y  a r e  
constructed to provide 
passage for water, to 
avoid indiscriminate 
flooding of  roads which 
causes damage to the 
roads and constitutes 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
degradation.

Gutters in Imo State 
for a long time now have 
been covered by sand 
a n d  f i l t h ,  t h e r e b y  
defeating their essence. 
In Owerri capital city 
which also serves as the 
commercial nerve centre 
of  the state, the state of  
gutters have over the 
years been pathetic. 
Almost all gutters in the 
city are filled with all 
k i n d s  o f  r u b b i s h ,  
including faeces which 
exude offensive odour.

The state of  the gutters 
betray us as lower 
animals which dine and 
wine in the midst of  dirt 
and filth. Some hygiene 
minded individuals have 
over the years found it 
strange how our people 
have managed to inhabit 
in areas where such 
gutters exist.

I t  w a s  r e c e n t l y  
observed that the state 
government has started 
comprehensive desilting 
of  the gutters in Owerri. 
A move around the city, 
one observes young men 
who on daily basis are 
passionately engaged in 
desilting the gutters. 
This action will make 
the state decent and 
make the inhabitants 
look like human beings.

T h i s  p r o j e c t ,  i f  
sincerely carried out and 
objectively realized and 
sustained, in my own 
estimation will be a high 
point for this present 
government that has had 
numerous low points 
within its lifespan.

There is therefore the 
n e e d  t o  p u r s u e  i t  
holistically and realize 
the presumed aim of  
opening all gutters in the 
state, especially in the 
capital city and provide 
free channel for flood 
water. By this, our 
gutters will start serving 
their original purpose as  
channels for water and 
not water well, lake or 
swamp. Apart from fully 
realizing the project, 
plans should be made for 
i t s  s u s t a i n e d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  

prevent the silting back 
after the effort.

An agency should be 
created to handle the 
programme. We have 
numerous agencies here 
a n d  t h e r e ,  s o m e  
duplicating the job of  
others, but an agency to 
handle the maintenance 
of  our gutters will be a 
right step in the right 
direction. Good a thing, 
the Federal Government 
of  Nigeria "Extended 
P u b l i c  W o r k s "  
Programme has come 
on stream. The state 
s h o u l d  u t i l i z e  i t  
maximally to realize this 
project. Since the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  
programme is all about 
engaging unemployed 
youths to keep cities and 
towns across Nigeria 
c l e a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
desilting of  gutters, it has 
come at a right time and 
the state should utilize 
the benefiting youths to 
actualize its purpose in 
the area of  desilting the 
gutters and maintaining 
its cleanliness.

Let me repeat that this 
is a laudable project that 
should be continued. 
Some of  us have for a 
long time shed tears over 
the condition of  our 

gutters and general 
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  
w o n d e r e d  w h y  
successive governments 
have found it extremely 
difficult to desilt the 
entire gutters in the 
capital city and entire 
state. We had clamoured 
for a deliberate policy to 
handle the maintenance 
of  gutters which will 
definitely positively rub 
off  on the healthy well-
being of  the inhabitants 
of  the state.

Let me also make it 
clear that yours sincerely 
i s  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  
oriented writer who 
wastes no time in writing 
against government 
policies that are anti 
people. I therefore owe it 
as a point of  duty to my 
conscience and the 
society to also applaud 
a n y  o n e  t h a t  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  p e o p l e  
oriented. That we write 
and cr i t ic ize;  bad,  
u n p r o g r e s s ive  a n d  
inhuman government; 
policies, programmes 
and actions, do not 
mean we are against the 
government or want it to 
fail. To the contrary, we 
want the government to 
succeed, because when it 
succeeds, we all will 
benefit from it and enjoy 

good life.
Therefore, if  you are 

among those who stand 
just for condemnation 
and never see any reason 
to commend, probably 
for political reasons, you 
better have a rethink.

Let me repeat that the 
comprehensive desilting 
of  gutters across Owerri 
capital city as being 
witnessed currently is a 
welcome development, 
a right step in the right 
direction. It is a thing of 
joy for some of  us who 
have been concerned 
about their dirty nature 
i n  t h e  p a s t .  We  
encourage government 
to be passionate, sincere 
and committed to its 
realization.

M e a n w h i l e  a f t e r  
realizing this project, 
part of  the effort to 
maintain it should be to 
strictly regulate activities 
of  those who live close 
or do businesses close to 
the gutters. Our people 
have been so carefree 
that they dump things 
into the gutters without 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  To  
maintain the cleanliness 
of  the gutters, such 
practices must be made 
to stop immediately.

However, to actualize 

this, government should 
further do its part by 
providing waste bins in 
close proximity, to 
provide people places to 
dispose the small waste 
that are generated, 
especially cans and 
p l a s t i c  b o t t l e s  o f  
beverages, pure water 
sachets, various wraps 
for snacks and fruits that 
people generate every 
day.

When this is done, a 
p e n a l t y  s h o u l d  b e  
stipulated for people 
who drop items in the 
gutters, while a well 
refined taskforce should 
be instituted to monitor 
activities of  people as it 
relates to the gutters.

It should also be the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
inhabitants to clean 
gutters within their 
residential or business 
premises, at least on 
monthly basis, during 
the monthly clean up 
exercises in the state. 
Such inhabitants should 
be held responsible in 
the event of  blockage of  
the gutters within their 
vicinity. I think this way 
these gutters will be 
maintained, which will 
in turn contribute to 
restoring sanity to our 
environment.

Applauding the comprehensive 
desilting of gutters in Owerri 
By Uzoma Ogoke

Open drain
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ulani herdsmen under the aegis of  Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore have vowed to resist any eviction from the South-West, citing their rights as enshrined Fin the Nigerian constitution to live wherever they desire. Miyetti Allah also vowed to avenge the alleged attacks on and loss of  herdsmen and their 
cattle, saying it would never tolerate any act of  injustice on herders. The National Secretary of  Miyetti Allah Kautal Hore, Mr Alhassan Saleh, stated 

these in an interview against a backdrop of  the eviction notices issued to criminal herdsmen by some South-West groups and personalities.
Saleh said it was wrong to drive herders out of  any part of  Nigeria and that even if  there were criminals among them; it was the function of  the government's 
security forces to identify and arrest them. He said the eviction of  herdsmen from the southern region of  the country was a dangerous precedent and that the 
best way to solve the herders-farmers crisis was for state governments to provide ranches and grazing routes for the herders and their animals. 
Similarly, the leaders of  Miyetti Allah in some states in the South-East and South-South geopolitical zones have said they are not ready to leave the regions 
anytime soon. Meanwhile, the Yoruba Council of  Elders and the Oodua People's Congress have insisted that criminal Fulani herdsmen and criminals from 
other ethnic groups will not be allowed to wreak havoc on the South-West.
The Secretary-General of  the YCE, Dr Kunle Olajide, who spoke on behalf  of  his group on Saturday, said the region had been under the siege of  killer 
herdsmen, kidnappers, vandals and others, but vowed that an end must come to these. He said the Yoruba people were unanimous in their resolve to rid the 
region of  hoodlums who had made life unsafe for residents, saying anybody who wanted to live in the South-West must be ready to abide by the laws in 
place. 
Also, the National Coordinator of  the OPC (New Era), Rasak Arogundade, said the forests in the South-West were the heritage of  the Yoruba people and 
that Fulani and other people must be ready to abide by the laws of  the states in the region if  they wanted to do anything there.

To leave or not to leave:
Southwest groups, Miyetti Allah in war of words
By Tony Ogbekile

obody has the right (to evict 

Nherdsmen). If  you say you 
are going to evict us, we 

will resist eviction. We have been 
surviving in harsh environments; if  
we do not resist, we will be wiped out 
of  the planet. If  you kill a herder, 
don't go and sleep, we will revisit you, 
and it's not because we hate your tribe. 
People attack herders, and in one way 
or the other, herders have found a way 
to retaliate.” 

“All those who travelled to the Benin 
Republic and others are coming back 
home. 

All those saying they will bar foreign 
herders from entering Nigeria are just 
playing to the gallery because if  they 
are aware of  the ECOWAS Protocols, 
they would know they cannot chase 
them away. That is why the position 

e are not asking law-abiding 

Wpeople to leave the South-West. 
We are asking criminals, whether 

Fulani or others, to leave the region. 
Criminals must leave the South-West and 
whoever wants to live here must abide by the 
laws here. “We will not permit anybody to 
graze on our forests. 
“Nobody will be allowed to graze on our 
forests, whether you are Miyetti Allah or 
whatever. Anybody who wants to raise 
livestock in the South-West must be law-
abiding. If  the law says no to open grazing, 
you must abide by it. 
“Miyetti Allah is deceiving its members by 
saying herdsmen will not leave the South-
West. We are not saying Fulani should not 
carry out their legitimate trade, but we are 
against the bandits, kidnappers and rapists, 
among them. 
“Yoruba people are very patient and we don't 
react except we are pushed to the wall, but 
when it gets to that time, anything can 
happen. Let Miyetti Allah know that 
(Buhari) will not be the President of  Nigeria 

Nobody can force us out of 
South-West –Miyetti Allah

“

Criminal herdsmen must leave 
South West - YCE, OPC

of  the Bauchi State Governor, Bala 
Mohammed, is the true position. 

You have no right to evict anybody 
from any part of  the country. “Our 
number has increased recently 
because of  the tension in Ghana and 
Benin republics. The ones in Benin 
Republic have integrated with the 
Yoruba in such a way that they speak 
the language. They were initially 
living in the South-West, and they are 
coming back,” 

“They expected a reaction from us, 
maybe by way of  attacking other 
ethnic nationalities. But that is wrong 
because the herders they are attacking 
are the innocent herders. Are the 
criminals representing anybody? 
They are doing their criminal 
enterprise. Our own pain is that the 
people who are supposed to know are 
pretending as if  they don't know.

forever. He will leave soon. 
“They said they had been preparing for war 
and we will show them that we are not 
cowards. We will give them whatever they 
want. Yoruba people are residing in the 
north, but are they terrorizing their hosts? 
Are they raping their women and destroying 
the means of  livelihood of  their hosts the 
way the Fulani are doing here? 
“Fulani people are not the only ethnic group 
residing in the South-West. There are many 
people from other ethnic groups living here, 
and they don't behave the way the Fulani 
people do. Why must it be Fulani herdsmen 
behind almost every wicked and despicable 
act everywhere? They should begin to behave 
in acceptable ways if  they want to continue 
to live with us. 
“The forests in our region belong to us. They 
have forests in their own place also; they 
should go to their forests and occupy them. 
They keep misbehaving and they are 
arrogant about it because Buhari is the 
President. But that can't last forever.”

“

Saleh Olajide
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By Ezemmuo Iheanyichukwu Anyanwu, 
(Ugo Amadioha Nwa Anyanwu Na Agnara)

Igbo culture, spirituality 
and philosophy 

anyanwuigbo@gmail.com
08130654145   +34602866889 (24/7)

very Igbo man or woman Eis supposed to know 
certain aspects of  his or 

her life. These aspects refer to his 
spiritual foundation which is his 
Chi, his Agwu, his Ikenga and 
by extension Nde Mmiri. These 
are the components that drive a 
man. They either push you back 
or propel you forward. 

Meaning of Chi:
This is the indwelling spirit that 
decides the inside of  you. It is 
this your Chi that understands 
your journey, that knows the 
hurdles and direction that your 
journey is supposed to take. It is 
this your Chi that knows the 
destination that you are headed 
to because it is your Chi that 
came back to earth to fulfill its 
purpose and occupy the body. 
You are not just that physical 
body but a spirit that resides 
inside the physical body. It 
moves the body from the 
beginning of  the journey in this 
physical body to the end of  the 
journey.
But it is the spirit that is making 
the journey. The body is just the 
vehicle. What you are is the chi 
and the reason we make 
reference to your Chi because it 
is what defines the outcome of  
your existence. It is rooted 
spiritually individually. This is 
also the reason we say 'onye na 
chi ya' (everyone and his spirit). 
All of  us have our have the spirits 
that guides and leads us to see us 
through no matter what we 
encounter. It is compulsory that 
you not only know your Chi but 
become one with it. 

How to know your Chi:
The only way for you to know 
your Chi is  by spiritual 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  c a l l e d  A f a  
(divination) in Igbo language. 
Even if  your Chi is being 
revealed to you in the dream you 
still need to confirm it. In the 
Afa, the processes would be 
revealed to you to make sure that 
you are one with your Chi. 
Knowing your Chi means 
knowing the line you came 
from, that is either from the 
mother or father side, who you 
were in your previous lives, your 
past assignments etc. 
This thing will help you to 
choose what you will do on 
earth because what you would 
do on earth depends on what 
you have come to do and that 
will help you to open your eyes 

and minds to your 
responsibility in 
this physical life. It 
is compulsory that 
you  know and  
become one with 
your Chi. These 
things have rituals 
or rites that must be 
p e r f o r m e d  t o  
harness it or make 
it work in your 
favour. 

Agwu:
The next is Agwu. 
These things work 
together. Agwu is 
n o r m a l l y  a n d  
variously called the 
spirit of  wisdom, 
some call it the 
s p i r i t  o f  
knowledge, some 
call it the spirit of  
motivation. It is 
like the brain or 
mind of  your Chi. 
There are two types 
of  Agwu. There is 
an Agwu that do 
not really disturb 
the person that it 
possesses. 
There is another 
Agwu that disturbs 
until something is 
done or until it is 
recognized and 
given a particular 
position. These are 
the ways that it 
manifests. We all 
have Agwu but few 
of  us have active 
ones, it makes one 
behave in certain 
forms. Sometimes 
y o u  s e e  o n e  
misbehaving doing 
things that he is not supposed to 
do.
 For example a young man that is 
supposed to settle down is busy 
jumping from one woman to 
another, Most often this is 
caused by Agwu. A woman that 
is supposed to get married is 
rejecting suitors not because she 
has any specific reason but 
because she is under an 
influence she may not know 
about. 
People behaving abnormally 
often are under the spell of  
Agwu. Like in the previous case, 
Afa must look into the case and 
declare if  it is Agwu and declare 
what can be done. There are two 
things involved. One is Iru 

Agwu and Isa Agwu. What one 
does is dependent on the 
activeness of  the Agwu.

Ikenga:
Ikenga is something that is 
compulsory for everyman 
because it means that the power 
that propels or drives or moves to 
give you courage to pull through 
situations. The kind of  Ikenga to 
be presented to you depends on 
the Chi that you have. Your Chi 
will speak volumes when it 
comes to spiritual matters. 
There are certain things that you 
may or may not be able to handle 
because of  your Chi. 
Chi awotu meaning that all Chi's 
are not the same or in same 

category. People 
are being led by 
d i f f e r e n t  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
Your Chi must be 
in harmony with 
the Agwu so if  it is 
something that you 
can do all then you 
would be able to 
understand things 
in high frequency. 
I k e n g a  i s  t h e  
symbol of  strength 
a n d  a u t h o r i t y,  
courage. 
This is the reason 
that kingdoms do 
have their Ikenga. 
Any man who must 
excel or progress in 
life must have an 
Ikenga. In those 
days when a man 
enters age grade the 
next thing that he 
will do is to have an 
Ikenga before he 
even thinks of  
j o i n i n g  a  
masquerade. Each 
of  these passes 
t h r o u g h  a  
ceremonial ritual to 
confirm it. 

Nde Mmiri:
After Ikenga, there 
is  another  one 
which may not be 
for all but it is called 
Nde Mmiri (water 
spirits). Majority of  
our people are 
being disturbed 
because they have 
n e g l e c t e d  a n d  
turned their back 
from the spirit that 

dwells in the water. They have 
turned away from something 
that should help them instead it 
becomes something that is 
tormenting them. 
Many of  us have wives and 
husbands in the sea, in the 
marine kingdom and we need to 
harness that relationship. We 
need to fulfill the marriage rites 
so we can have a good 
arrangement by the end of  the 
day. Remember that before we 
came into this physical world we 
were in the spiritual realm.  
These are people we were living 
with, our husbands, our wives in 
that realm. We did not divorce.
 Now that we have entered here 
the spirit is busy monitoring our 

movements, the moment it sees 
you getting to a woman or man, 
the spirit get jealous showing 
anger. Since it will not kill you it 
will start to destroy things 
around you and torment you, 
making you to suffer. So you 
need to do the needful by 
fulfilling the marriage rites 
either as a man or woman. You 
need to give them a position in 
your life. The Igbo look at the 
world from both physical and 
spiritual. They are not ignorant 
of  the spiritual environment that 
they find themselves.   
The problem we have is that 
when the church came it the eyes 
and attention our people from 
their spirituality. Our people 
have lost everything that makes 
them Igbo. They no longer 
think. It is now their bible and 
pastor that is thinking for them. 
This is the reason in a discussion 
with your brother or sister, they 
will always say that the bible 
said, my bible says. Does that 
mean that if  the bible did not say 
it then that is not true. 
What I can say is that these 
scripts that we are reading 
written by white man is as 
corrupt as it can be and that is 
the major problem that we are 
having. When you tell someone 
to go and do Nde mmiri he will 
tell you that it is evil when there 
is no evil about it. Let us have a 
proper perspective of  these 
things.
 Keep an open mind without bias 
so you can grasp the point about 
it. Now you are married to your 
husband and you travelled to 
another land. Getting there you 
want to settle down but the man 
or woman the other way is still 
there for you. Instead of  you 
having a problem with the other 
woman now that you have a new 
one here you reach out to her in 
settlement.  
What you do is that you have to 
settle the first one and arrange 
how to work out things when 
this one enters. This is about the 
Nde mmiri which people are 
running away from but which 
they cannot avoid. This is 'apiti 
uzo ubi'(inescapable) no matter 
how smart they think because 
they will unleash their anger on 
y o u  b r i n g i n g  s o  m a n y  
misfortune against the defaulter. 
So our men and women should 
face the reality. 
This is basically the reason why 
there are so many frictions in 
marriages, marriage failures and 
poor relationships. It can only be 
remedied by doing what is 
necessary.

Spiritual foundations of 
man in Igbo cosmology

Ikenga
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igerian player 

NTerem Igobor 
Moffi made the 

whole  di f ference on 
Sunday as Monaco and 
Lorient settled for a 2-2 
draw.

T h e  2 1  y e a r  o l d 
forward notched both 
goals for Lorient as they 
became the first team to 
take a point off  Monaco 
in the New Year, slowing 
the belated title push 
being made by Niko 
Kovac's side.

Wissam Ben Yedder 
scored twice including an 
injury-time equaliser as 
Monaco's seven-game 
winning run in Ligue 1 
ended Sunday following 
a 2-2 draw against a 
resurgent Lorient.

Moffi converted a 

ike Tyson has Mc o n f e s s e d  t o 
w r o n g 

preparations which included 
regular sex with maids led to 
his defeat in Japan

The heavyweight legend 
headed into the bout in 
Tokyo on the back of  37 
consecutive wins and was 
m a s s i v e  f a v o u r i t e  t o 
demol i sh  h i s  oppos i t e 
corner.

Against all the odds, 
Buster Douglas stunned the 
boxing world by putting 
Tyson to the canvas for the 
first time in his career in the 
tenth round.

It was regarded as one of  
the biggest shocks in sport 
history as Douglas snatched 

Ma n c h e s t e r 
United are 
f a c i n g  a 

major fight to land 
Jules Kounde, with 
Barcelona and Real 
Madr id  repor tedly 
joining the chase for 
the Sevilla centre-back.

O l e  G u n n a r 
Solskjaer  is  in the 
market for an elite 
centre-back to partner 
Harry Maguire next 
season.

Q u e s t i o n  m a r k s 
remain over the ability 
of  both Victor Lindelof  
and Eric Bailly. Both 
players have had their 
moments for United, 

b u t  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n 
vulnerable at times.

Kounde has emerged as a 
United target in recent 
weeks, with top target 
Dayot Upamecano heading 
to Bayern Munich.

However, it will not be 
plain sailing for the Red 
Devils in their chase for the 
£55million-rated star.

Kounde only joined 
Sevilla in the summer of  
2019 from Ligue 1 side 
Bordeaux.

He has since gone on to 
make 63 appearances, 
winning the Europa League 
last season after victory 
against Inter Milan.

Indeed ,  Frenchman 
Kounde has emerged as one 
of  the top centre-back 
talents in Spanish football.

Real  are  looking to 
rebuild their backline, with 
Raphael Varane and Sergio 
Ramos both tipped to leave 
this summer.

Club skipper Ramos has 

stalled on signing a new 
contract, with his current 
deal expiring in June.

And Madrid chiefs have 
claimed they could also 
cash- in on Varane for 
around £44m.

“Besides having sex with 
the maids, I was seeing this 
young Japanese girl who I 
had had sex with the last 
time I was in Japan.

“Robin [his wife] would 
go out shopping and I would 
go downstairs to the back of  
the hotel where this young 
girl had a room… So that 
was my training for Douglas.

“The day before the fight 
I also had two maids at the 
same time. And then two 
more girls, one at a time, the 
night before the fight.”

Tyson's heavyweight belts.
Tyson was so confident 

that he would brush Douglas 
aside, he barely trained for 
the bout and instead was 
more interested in women.

In his autobiography, he 
wrote: “On January 8, 1990, 
I got aboard a plane to fly to 
Tokyo.

“Kicking and screaming. 
I didn't want to fight; all I 
was interested in then was 
p a r t y i n g  a n d  f * * * i n g 
women.

“I didn't consider Buster 
D o u g l a s  m u c h  o f  a 
challenge. I didn't even 
bother watching any of  his 
fights on video. “I had easily 
beaten everybody who had 
knocked him out.

Tyson would later admit 
that his shock defeat was a 
huge wakeup call in his 
career.

He said: “I needed that 
fight to make me a better 
person and fighter. I have a 
broader  perspect ive of  
myself  and boxing.”

Tyson would bounce 
back with eight straight wins 
including claiming back his 
W B C  a n d  W B A 
heavyweight titles after 
knocking out Frank Bruno 
and Bruce Seldon.

penalty to give Lorient 
the lead on seven minutes 
at the Stade Louis II after 
M o n a c o  g o a l k e e p e r 
B e n j a m i n  L e c o m t e 
b r o u g h t  d o w n 
Democratic Republic of  
Congo inter nat ional 
Yoane Wissa

France striker Ben 
Yedder levelled from the 
spot early in the second 
half  after a handball in 
the area, but Moffi put 
Lorient back in front on 
t h e  h o u r  w i t h  a 
composed finish after a 
loose pass from Djibril 
Sidibe.

The visitors looked on 
course for a fourth win in 
five outings only for Ben 
Yedder to hammer in a 
volley deep into stoppage 
time, for his 13th goal of  
the season.

Monaco are in fourth 
place and five points back 
of  leaders Paris Saint-
Germain, who are above 
Lille on goal difference. 

wara United first-Kchoice goalkeeper, 
Dele Aiyenugba, 

has said he has been aspiring 
to see Kwara United win 
their first NPFL title.

The  fo r mer  Nige r ia 
goalkeeper has been in 
incredible form for the Ilorin-
based team this season, 
keeping four clean sheets in 
his first four games for Kwara 
United.

Since his  debut,  the 
f o r m e r  E n y i m b a 
international goalkeeper has 
helped move his team from 
9th position to 2nd on the log 
and they could go top for the 
first time this season with a 
win over Dakkada.

While speaking to Kwara 
United Media Team ahead of  
the club's week 10 NPFL 
clash against Dakkada, Dele 
A i y e n u g b a  s a i d  h e ' s 
desperate to help Kwara 
United land the title this 
season.

“I am here to make 
history with Kwara United 
and with the help of  my 
wonderful teammates, we 
will definitely go places this 
season”, he was quoted by 

Leicester City are back 
for Bayer Leverkusen 
centre back Jonathan 

Tah, a player they also 
targeted last summer.

Tah, 25, was identified by 
Brendan Rodgers as a player 
who could partner Caglar 
Soyuncu at the heart of  the 
Foxes' defence.

But despite their 
interest, a deal was 
never done and Tah 
remains with the 
Bundes l iga  s ide. 
However, a move for 
T a h  c o u l d  s t i l l 
happen.

That is according 
to reports which says 
Leicester continue to 
track the German.

Additionally, he 
stated a reduction to 
his price tag could 
make the deal more 
feasible in the next 
transfer window.

He said: “Tah to 
Leicester could now 
be hot again. There 
w e r e  a l r e a d y 
m o v e m e n t s  l a s t 
summer, and there is 

somebody at Leicester who 
knows him from his HSV 
time and is pushing.

“He has an exit clause, 
but this is set to reduce by 
€5m in the summer, which 
means that, according to our 
information, he would cost 
€35m.

“That is still a lot of  
money in these times. But he 
i s  b e c o m i n g  e a s i e r  t o 
finance, and he would like to 
take this step now.

Brila.net.
“Although the day is still 

young to talk about winning 
the title, one must have a 
target so as to succeed and for 
that reason, lifting the NPFL 
title is what I want this 
s e a s o n , ”  A i y e n u g b a 
explained.

In the game against 
Dakadda, Aiyenugba says he 
is ready to continue his fine 
form between the sticks and 
he's also confident they can 
get a win.

Igobor Moffi scores brace
as Lorient, Monaco draw

Sex escapade with maids led to my defeat
in Japan – Tyson

Man Utd fighting to
land Kounde 

Ex-Eagles goalie
dreams NPFL title
with Kwara Utd

Leicester back for
defensive target, Tah 

Kounde

Tyson ( R ), Jones (L) 

Moffi

Aiyenugba

Tah
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trampling on people to make 
wealth if  that was the case in his 
own situation?  

The banes of  development in 
this country as at moment are 
politicians. They have taken the 
countr y  back through their 
selfishness and corrupt practices. 
The economy is bleeding seriously 
courtesy of  their light fingers. 
O k o r o c h a  i s  o n e  o f  t h o s e 
politicians whose leadership 
impacted people Imo people 
negatively.

After his exit as Imo governor 
for 8 years the general view is that 
he shortchanged the masses 
terribly leaving them worst than he 
met them. Perhaps, whatever 
amount of  resources for which the 
people were shortchanged is what 
has ballooned his stock of  wealth, 
making him grin from ear to ear as 
wealthier than the government he 
served.

Today Okorocha is engrossed in 
many corruption cases and a panel 
of  inquiry by the government on 
contract awards has found him 
guilty and demanding that he 

t the height of  the 

Aconflicts between 
e r s t w h i l e  G o v 

Rochas Okorocha and Gov. 
Hope  Uzodimma,  the 
former had declared to the 
whole world that he is richer 
than gover nment  in  a 
manner of  boasting.

Nobody grudges him this 
feat which now sounds a 
mockery. In life people are 
free to aspire to whatever 
ambition of  their choice. It 
g i v e s  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  
fulfillment when a targeted 
o b j e c t ive  i s  r e a l i z e d . 
Okorocha may have risen 
f rom crass  pover ty  to 
stupendous wealth and has 
every reason to be happy 
and flaunt that.

My worries about his 
claim is how he did he make 
his money, how our society 
now sees wealthy people, 
and if  he spares a thought 
about how people see him 
and his wealth. Again, is 
there any moral justification 

sti
l l 

a n 
iss u e  t h e 
Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
(INEC) is still challenging 
in the court because of  the 
wrong precedence it may 
have set. People may opt to 
use violence to coerce 
electoral officials write 
election results.

It is very shameful that 
with these kinds of  records 
Okorocha still shamelessly 
parades himself  a leader 
wa r m i n g  u p  t o  l e a d 
ndigbo. It is painful that 
characters like this still get 
cheers from the same 
people they have trampled 
on their fortune because 
we have no more values in 
our society. Time was 
w h e n  p e o p l e  w e r e 
honoured not by their 
w e a l t h  b u t  b y  t h e i r 
character nut today they 
are worshipped because of  
their wealth irrespective of  
how it was acquired. 

If  people like Okorocha 
could do all of  these and be 
walking free and on top of  
which he is boasting that 
he is  r icher  than the 
government why would 
corruption not fester. It is 
people like him as negative 
r o l e  m o d e l s  t h a t 
encourages youths to 
indulge in all manner of  
crimes because at the end 
of  the day the same society 
t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  a n d 
rendered useless will still 
hail them because of  the 
pittance they would make 
available to them. It is sad.

It amounts to great 
insult to Imolites that 
Okorocha is still making 
noise instead of  cooling 
off  in prison walls, he goes 
about boasting that he is 
r i c h e r  t h a n  t h e 
government.  Truly, we 
have degenerated to a 
point of  no return. How 
sad.

infrastructure which is putting people's 
lives at risk. Many of  his primary school 
structures are still collapsing, the tunnel 
pulled down, the bridges abandoned as 
great risks, the roads long collapsed even 
months after completion, he littered the 
state with substandard uncompleted 
structures. 

I m o  r e s o u r c e s  we r e  b u r i e d  i n 
humongous uncompleted projects that are 
not value adding to the people. Talk about 
the 27 general hospitals, the King and 
Queens hotel in Owerri and Okigwe, the 
Car park at Ama JK, the now abandoned 
prison and police quarters etc. The 27 
hospitals able were said to cost 30 billion. 
The cost of  erecting police and prison 
quarters which the federal government 
may have rejected because of  i ts 
substandard construction and procedural 
error ran into hundreds of  millions. 

Okorocha appropriated some state 
assets some of  which has not been 
recovered from him. The Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
have assisted the government to recover 
some properties from Okorocha such as 
5.7bn, 2.7bn etc. The Alvan quarters 
belonging to the institution which he 
confiscated and appropriated to himself  
and his lackeys were also recovered 
through a court action.

Okorocha built his school on IBC land, 
a huge acreage of  land belonging to the 
state. I guess he was governing the state 
with all amount of  recklessness perhaps 
with the belief  that he has a magic wand in 
his pocket which will make no one to ask 
questions. He got so intoxicated with 
power that he wanted to foist his son-in-
law on Imo people so he would continue to 
rape the state by proxy. Sadly, for him it 
never paid off.

While he was leaving office he carted 
away many public assets some of  which 
were recovered from his family members. 
T h a t  s p e a k s  vo l u m e s  a b o u t  t h e 
insatiability and moral health of  the man. 
Recently, in January, it was reported that 
some equipment for the Nsu Tiles and 
Ceramic industry were recovered in a 
warehouse belonging to the former 
governor. There is still so much to recover 
from him.

And just last week the government 
finally recovered the Eastern Palm 
University which Okorocha appropriated 
to himself  after building it with public 
funds. How Okorocha became governor is 

In my own thinking
By Afam Echi Email: afamechi23@gmail.com

Phone: 08035360957

returns to the coffers of  the 
government 106 billion naira 
wrongly converted. Perhaps, this is 
one of  the processes through which 
he got richer than the government, 
who knows.

While the inquiry lasted, 
Okorocha snubbed the panel and 
never honoured any invitation 
using the court processes to evade 
responding to the charges. This is 
another height of  impunity and 
insult to the people of  Imo. The 
interpretation among certain 
quarters is that he is playing God 
a n d  d o e s  n o t  s e e  h i m s e l f  
accountable to anyone including 
the people that he served.

People are watching with keen 
interest how the matter will end. 
Beyond the committee making the 
pronouncement that refund be 
made nothing has been heard or 
nor has any concrete action been 
taken towards enforcement. Like 
many government probes this may 
also settle in the archives like the 
ones before it.

Okorocha ran this state aground 
b u i l d i n g  s u b s t a n d a r d 

That Okorocha richer than government
claim, insult to Imo people

Okorocha

40 Abians begin FG’s
training in goat business

Pg. 11

God’s Kingdom Society 
opposes Valentine 
celebration
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