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From Dan Maduagwu , 
Umuahia

T
he Enyimba Auto-
mated Shoe Facto-
ry has successfully 

produced and delivered 
3,000 pairs of  solid work 
boots to the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation 
(NRC).

This development was 
made known by the 
Public Relations Officer 
(PRO)/Senior Special 
Assistant to Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu on Eny-
imba Automated Shoe 
Factory, Mr.  Ikenna 
Charles George-Esiaba 
in a statement.

Enyimba automated shoe factory delivers 3,000 
boots to Nigerian Railway Corporation

Esiaba recalled that pri-
or to this time, the NRC 
like many other Minis-
tries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) had 
purchased most of  their 
working materials from 
factories abroad.

However, with the de-
sire for foreign products 
by most Nigerians on 
the rise,  according to 
the PRO,  it is only apt 
that the Abia State gov-
ernment in its quest to 
encourage and support 
production of  quality 
homegrown products, 
has put in place such a 
huge investment in the 
production of  first-rate 

shoes for both corporate 
and industrial use which 
would in turn translate 
to a growth in the Inter-
nally Generated Reve-
nue (IGR) and increase 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) of  the State and 
country’s economy.

The Managing Direc-
tor, Nigerian Railway 
Corporation, Mr. Fidet 
Okhiria while receiv-
ing the solid work boots 
from the Executive Di-
rector Marketing, Ada-
ku Oseiza, expressed 
excitement and satisfac-
tion at the impressive 
and unique nature of  the 

work boots. She further 
applauded the Executive 
Governor of  Abia State, 
Okezie Victor Ikpeazu 
PhD. for his constant 
zeal to promote made in 
Nigeria as well as made 
in Aba products. He also 

Explosions suspected to 
be from dynamites have 

rocked the secretariat of  the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State.

Eyewitness say that the ex-
plosion, which occurred at 
about 3pm during the coun-
cillorship primaries of  the 
party the dynamite, was deto-
nated in a Sports Utility Vehi-
cle (SUV) parked in front of  
the secretariat located along 
Aba Road.

Though nobody or group 
had claimed responsibility for 
the blasts, the explosion sent 
members of  the PDP scamp-
ering for safety.

The party members, who 

Explosions rocks PDP
secretariat in Rivers

ran away later, came back af-
ter calm had returned to the 
area. It is not, however, clear 
on the reason of  the blast, but 
it was gathered that might not 
be unconnected to allegations 
of  imposition of  candidates 
in some LGAs. Calm has 
however returned to the sec-
retariat.”

The Publicity Secretary of  
PDP, Tambari Sydney Gbara, 
could not speak on the inci-
dent

The eyewitness, who was 
at the scene of  the explosion 
said, “There was panic today 
as two dynamites exploded 
during the Councillorship pri-
maries of  the people’s demo-
cratic party today.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

A
s the 48-hour 
deadline given to 
operators of  com-

mercial  tricycle operators  
popularly known as Keke 
NAPEP to register or re-
validate their membership 
expires in Abia State, the 
State government is set 
to clamp down on all de-
faulters.

The State government 
had through a directive by 
the Secretary to the State 
Government (SSG), Barr. 
Chris Ezem ordered the 
leadership of  all tricycle 
unions in the State to con-
duct detailed registration 
and revalidation of  all rid-
ers in the State.

The exercise, the State 
government said, was 
aimed at flushing the 
Keke operators of  crimi-
nal elements that operate 
under the guise of  Keke 
riders but rather used the 
avenue to rob and maim 
innocent members of  the 
public.

The State Government 
specifically blamed the 
recent upsurge in robbery 
that has left two Points of  
Sale (PoS) agents dead on 
suspected criminals who 
infiltrated the Keke Na-
pep business.

However, more than 
three days after the order, 
most Keke operators in 
the State are yet to comply 
with the new system, ac-
cording to a senior mem-
ber of  Tricycle Operators 
Association of  Nigeria 
(TOAN) who spoke under 
anonymity.

The TOAN chief  re-
vealed that a clamp down 
would soon be launched 

Govt to clamp down on unregistered 
Keke NAPEP riders, as deadline expires

on erring members who 
refused to comply with 
the order, warning that 
defaulters risk heavy fine, 
which includes impound-
ing of  tricycles as well as 
prosecution in Court.

He however explained 
that union was committed 
to sanitizing the transport 
sub sector of  questiona-
ble elements, adding that 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s govern-
ment was right in the secu-
rity measures taken so far.

But some Keke NAPEP 
riders who spoke on the 
fresh exercise, Mr.  Si -
mon Ujunmadu and Kel-
echi Onuaku faulted the 
move, pointing out that it 
was another form of  mak-
ing money from them as 
according to them, they 
would still be allegedly 
made to pay some money 
by the Keke unions lead-

By Uzoma Ogoke

The Managing Director,  
Imo State Oil Produc-

ing Areas Development 
Commission,  (ISOPA -
DEC), Chief  Charles Orie, 
has called on the striking 
workers of  the commission 
to return to their offices and 
resume  work, while he ne-
gociates with the state gov-
ernment on issues raised in 
their protest.

Addressing the workers 
who barricaded entrance 
of  the  commission’s  head-
quarters, the Managing 
Director told  them  that 
though all the problem s 
they enumarated as their 
grievances didn’t  happen 
under his management, he 
will do everything within 
his powers to bring solution 
to  the problems.

According to a press re-
lease signed by the Spe-
cial Assistant, Media and 
Publicity to the M.D, he 
appealed to the striking 
workers to give him  time 
to discuss the issues with 
Governor Hope Uzodin-
ma, who he said has the 
interest of  Imo people, in-
cluding  ISOPADEC work-
ers at heart, saying he was 
optimistic that the governor 
will do the needful at the 
appropriate time. 

“The  MD/CEO  advised 
the striking workers to re-
sume their duties and be pa-
tient with the government 

Resume work while I negotiate your welfare, 
ISOPADEC MD pleads with striking workers

as he has no doubt in his 
mind that all the issues they 
raised shall be addressed  
and settled very soon”.

However, according to the 
press release, the M.D also 
warned the striking workers 
that if  they refuse to resume 
their duties, the commis-
sion will be forced to apply 
the common rules of   ‘No 
Work, No Pay’.

Reacting to the M.D’s 
request, leader of  the ISO-
PADEC workers  union, 
Comrade Chinedu Awuzie, 
appreciated the M.D for the 
mature manner he has been 
handling issues of   ISO -
PADEC workers’ welfare 
since his appointment and 

assured us of  continuous 
patronage and encour-
aged Nigerians to learn 
how to patronize made in 
Nigeria goods.

 Esiaba further assured 
that the Enyimba Au-
tomated Shoes Factory 

was poised to solve all the 
leather needs of  Nigeri-
ans while many corporate 
and private individuals 
have also lined up to pa-
tronize the factory which 
would in turn  create job 
opportunity.

ers.
According to Kelechi 

“How many times are we 
going to register, the other 
time they told us to paint 
our Keke with green and 
yellow colour which cost 
us a lot of  money.

“That time, they claimed 
it was to separate the gen-
uine riders from thieves, 
they also ordered us to 
remove our side apron so 
that we don’t use them to 
rob, again they have come 
with member registration 
or whatever they call it.”

“They should allow 
us to have a space, any 
Keke man arrested for 
robbery or any other of-
fence should be jailed or 
penalized but that does 
not mean that every Keke 
rider in Abia would be 
tagged a suspect”, Kelechi 
said.

resumption of  duty.
He however insisted that 

workers will only resume 
duty when their demands 
for payment of  their April 
and May salaries  and ar -
rears of  80 percent cut from 
their salaries since the in-
ception of  the present ad-
ministration are paid.

He pleaded with the M.D 
to use his good office to en-
sure payment of  the work-
ers’ April and May 2020 
salaries and also to ensure 
that salaries of  ISOPADEC 
workers are removed from 
the Imo State  civil service 
salary structure. He af-
firmed that none of  the con-
tentious issues happened 
under the M.D’s watch.

Finally, Imo Govt recovers Eastern 
Palm Varsity from Okorocha
By Jennifer John

Imo State executive council 
has approved  the recovery 

of  Eastern Palm University 
from the private ownership 
of  former governor Rochas 
Okorocha as a state owned 
university.

This was part of  the reso-
lution of  the State Execu-
tive Council meeting held 
Wednesday  and communi-
cated to government house 
correspondents by the Com-
missioner for Information, 
Declan Emelumba.

According to Emelumba, 
the resolution was in line with 
the white paper by the Judicial 
Commission of  enquiry on 
land use and related matters. 
He said Eastern Palm Univer-
sity is a state owned universi-

ty, built with Imo tax-payers 
money and accredited by the 
National University Com-
mission (NUC) as the second 
state owned university for Imo 
State.

Emelumba disclosed that 
council directed the relevant 
ministries to take immediate 
steps to implement the deci-
sion of  the council. He said 
council will in a short while 
take decision on what will 
be done with the university, 
whether it will remain a full 
fledged university or whatever 
the government will decide.

“The university was estab-
lished by law of  the state as 
Imo European university. 
The state House of  Assembly 
passed that law and in that 
law, it was clearly stated that 
the university belongs to the 
state government. That was 

how it was registered accord-
ingly with the National Uni-
versities Commission.

“Later on, by a very fraud-
ulent and unconscionable 
steal of  common wealth, 
somebody went to the house 
to amend the law to transfer 
ownership to himself  through 
whatever arrangement”.

Other decisions of  the coun-
cil as communicated by the 
Commissioner for informa-
tion included; debunking the 
rumour that the government 
was borrowing a total of 
N8.9b from Fidelity Bank.

He said the money in ques-
tion is money due to  the state 
from excess crude sale from 
the federation account which 
totals about N10b.

According to him, the mon-
ey is supposed to come to the 
state in installments which 
may take over six years, but 

since the government needs 
the money to handle some 
urgent needs for the state, 
what it did was to use the en-

titlement to secure a discount 
from Fidelity Bank to advance 
the government N8.9b instead 
of  the N10b.

Police siding Fulanis against my 
people - Abia monarch, Akaliro
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The former Chairman of 
Abia State Council of tra-

ditional rulers, HRM, Eze John 
Onuoha Akaliro has raised the 
alarm on activities of Fulani 
herdsmen in his community, 
Ozuitem and condemned the 
detaintion of �ve youths from 
his town by the Police.

He also revealed that violent 
herders have raped many wom-
en and chopped off the �ngers 
of some of his subjects inside 
their farm for only protesting 
against the destruction of their 
farms by the Fulanis.

e Obasiukwu (1) of Umu-

obasiukwu kingdom in Bende 
LGA, stated this ursday at his 
palace while narrating the ugly 
experience of his community 
to journalists, during a press 
brie�ng. He explained that the 
Fulani herdsmen before 2015 
lived in peace with their hosts, 
Ozuitem people but regretted 
that aer 2015, the herders be-
came violent, destroying farms 
and leaving the local farmers 
with no harvest. Eze Akaliro 
added that his community, be-
ing a peaceful town, wrote se-
ries of letters to the Police and 
the Department of State Secu-
rity (DSS) on the Fulanis in his 
kingdom, which the two secu-
rity agencies are aware of.
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From Dan Maduagwu,
Umuahia

S
ome members of  the 
Anglican Church in 
Umuahia, Abia State 

capital have called for a 
thorough investigation 
into the mysterious death 
of  a priest in charge of  
St. Luke Anglican, Ariar-
ia Aba , Rev. Julius Dike 
who died in his sleep with 
wife and their house maid.

Rev. Dike and his wife, 
Agnes Dike together with 
their house maid were 
found dead inside their 

Shock trails death of Anglican 
Priest, wife, maid in Abia

room by church members 
who had gone for early 
morning church service 
but the cause of  death was 
not known, even though 
food poisoning allegations 
were suggested.

A church crusade was 
said to have been conduct-
ed by the priest within the 
St Luke’s Church prem-
ises the previous night 
after which the priest, his 
wife and house-help ate 
and went to bed. But the 
tragedy would have been 
worse if  not that the chil-
dren of  the late couple had 

returned back to school, 
according to a church 
source.

They further described 
the tragedy as “strange, 
suspicious and painful”, 
wondering how people 
who were full of  lives the 
previous evening would be 
found dead the next morn-
ing.

Some of  the members 
who gave their names 
as  Chinenye Uzokwe, 
Mathew Emecheta   urged 
the Abia State Commis-
sioner of  Police, Janet 
Agbede to conduct thor-

ough investigation on the 
matter.

A visit to St. Stephen’s 
Anglican Church, Umua-
hia to get the reaction 
of  the Anglican Bishop 
of  Umuahia, of  Bishop 
Geoffrey Ibeabuchi was 
not successful as he was 
not available.

Some outraged Angli-
cans who spoke in Umua-
hia while reacting to the 
ugly event, said that the 
cause of  the priest’s and 
household should be as-
certained.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

The immediate past 
Chief  Photographer to 

the wife of  Abia State Gov-
ernor, Mrs. Ndidi Okoro 
and her 17-year-old daugh-
ter, Chisom have died in a 
road accident along Okag-
we Afikpo road.

The late Ndidi Okoro and 
her daughter were among 
the eleven victims who died 
in the tragedy involving a 
14-seater bus belonging to 
Abia Line Transport Net-
work Company that somer-
saulted and was engulfed by 
flames.

She was taking her late 
daughter, Chisom to the 
Alex Ekwueme Federal 
University, Ndufu Alike in 
Ebonyi State when tragedy 
struck.

She was said to be heading 
to the Federal institution 
to process admission doc-

From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

G
overnor Willie 
Obiano of  Anam-
bra state has lifted  

the 9pm to 6am curfew 
imposed as one of  the 
measures introduced to 
check the spread of  Cov-
id-19 in the state. 

The Secretary to State 
government, Professor 
Solo Chukwulobelu, who 
disclosed this in Awka, 
Thursday, said that the 
state COVID-19 Task 
Force had reported an in-
crease in the observance 
of  COVID-19 preventive 
guidelines in the state, 
hence the decision to sus-
pend the curfew. 

“It has been observed 
that Ndi Anambra and 
residents have become 
conscious of  the threat to 
life that COVID-19 poses. 
There is appreciable com-
pliance to the Covid-19 

preventive guidelines is-
sued by the government. 
We are not relenting, as 
we shall continue with 
our various interventions, 
including public enlight-
enment, engagement with 
market leaders, churches, 
hospitals and caregivers, 
and other stakeholders 
with the aim of  stopping 
the spread of  the virus in 
our state”, Prof  Chukwu-
lobelu said. 

Continuing, he said that, 
“Governor Willie Obiano 
has directed the suspen-
sion of  the curfew with 
effect from 6am, Saturday, 
13th February. However, 
it is important that our 
people continue to adhere 
to the guidelines earlier 
issued by wearing a pro-
tective facemask when 
in public places and out-
doors, maintaining social 
distancing at public gath-
erings, washing of  hands 

uments of  her daughter be-
fore the accident occurred.

Ndidi, a household name 
in Abia State Government 
House was the Chief  Pho-
tographer to Mrs.  Odochi 
Orji, the wife of  the former 
Governor of  Abia State, 
Chief  Theodore Orji.

Ndidi also worked in the 
same capacity to Mrs. Nke-
chi Ikpeazu, the wife of  the 
present Governor, Okezie 
Ikpeazu until her transfer 
to another Ministry in the 
State’s civil service.

The confirmation of  her 
death rocked the Abia State 
Government House as those 
who knew her, especial-
ly staff  of  the office of  the 
First Lady broke down in 
tears.

Meanwhile, she was bur-
ied last Wednesday at her 
husband’s compound, Ndi 
Uche, Aro Ndiizuogu, Imo 
State after a funeral service 
by the Faith Chapel Church.

regularly with soap for 
at least 20 seconds each 
time, using hand sanitizers 
regularly and that If  one 
suspects anyone showing 
symptoms of  Covid-19, 
or feels unwell, that one 
should contact the nearest 

COVID-19: Obiano lifts curfew, urges 
residents to maintain protocols

hospital immediately. Do 
not self-medicate”. 

Concluding, Prof. Chuk-
wulobelu reminded that, 
“Mobile courts have al-
ready been set up to try 
those who violate these 
guidelines”.

The Nigerian Senate in sesssion... recently.

Ex-Abia Govt House 
chief photograper, 
daughter die in accident

From David Eze, Abakaliki

A Magistrate Court in 
Abakaliki, Ebonyi state 

has remanded 55 persons for 
murder, arson and destruc-
tion of  property worth mil-
lions of  Naira.

The defendants, it was al-
leged, were responsible for 
killings, destruction of  build-
ings and illegal possession 
of  firearms, that took place 
during the crises that erupt-
ed between the people of 
Effium and Ezza Effium, in 
the Ohaukwu Local Gov-

Effium killings: Ebonyi court remands 
55 persons over murder, others

ernment Area of  the state, 
recently. 

Recall that the people of 
Effium and Ezza Effium 
community, in the Ohauk-
wu Council area of  the state, 
had recently been enmeshed 
in intra-communal war that 
led to the killings of  over 40 
persons and destruction of 
property and other valua-
bles worth millions of  Na-
ira. It was gathered that the 
defendants committed the 
offence in Ezza Effium in 
the Ohaukwu Local Govern-
ment Area of  the state, on 

January 22, 2021.
They were arraigned be-

fore the Magistrate Court, 
Wednesday, on seven counts 
charges bothering on felony, 
murder, arson, encourag-
ing communal war, unlaw-
ful possession of  firearms, 
among others by the state 
Police command.

The Police Prosecutor, ASP 
Mathias Eze, told the court 
that the offences were pun-
ishable under sections 516A 
(a), 42, 319(1), 443 of  the 
Criminal Code Cap. 33, Vol. 
1, Laws of  Ebonyi State of 

Nigeria, 2009 and section 3 
of  the Robbery and Firearms 
Act, Cap R, 11, Laws of  Fed-
eration of  Nigeria, 2004, as 
amended.

The defendants were not 
represented in court and, 
therefore, no bail application 
was made on their behalf.

The Chief  Magistrate, Mrs. 
Nnenna Onuoha, ordered 
that the defendants be re-
manded at the Nigerian Cor-
rectional Centre, Abakaliki, 
while their case file should be 
transferred to the office of  the 
Director of  Public Prosecu-
tions, for necessary legal ad-
vice. Mrs. Onuoha adjourned 
the matter to February 19, 
2021, for a report of  compli-
ance.

By Ikenna Orioha

Speaker, Imo State House 
of  Assembly and Tech-

nical Committee Chair-
man, APC Registration/
Revalidation of  Member-
ship, Rt Hon Paul Emezi-
em, has boasted that only 
card carrying members of  
APC will be entitled to en-
joy economic prosperity in 
Imo State and across the 
nation.

The Speaker, who briefed 
journalists at the APC 
State Secretariat, Owerri, 
yesterday, said Imo APC 
gives value to governance 
and democracy, hence he 
advised Imo people to reg-
ister with APC to identify 
with the moving train of  
good leadership and good 
living.

According to Emeziem, 
“APC membership card is 
a ticket to democratic pros-
perity. The ticket will only 
bring you more fortune if  
you are a member of  the 

APC membership card only
ticket to guarantee prosperity
- Speaker

party. We are asking Imo 
people to avail themselves 
to the registration exercise 
and become full members. 
It is better for you to share 
in the dividends of  dem-
ocratic prosperity which 
APC offers. Those wasting 
their time in other dead 
parties should join APC 
because APC will not leave 
power in the next 20 to 30 
years. So, the earlier you 
identify with APC the bet-
ter for you”.

He noted that the exer-
cise has commenced hav-
ing been successful, saying 
it would end in the next 
two weeks, as he hailed 
the leadership of  Governor 
Hope Uzodimma  for unit-
ing and sustaining the party 
in the state.

Emeziem believes that 
Uzodimma led Shared 
Prosperity administration 
has done well especially on 
road construction, saying 
the governor started well 
and will end well.
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or sometimes now, especially since Fthe administration of  President 
Muhammadu Buhari, the Nigerian 

nation has been constantly on the boil. The 
singular factor which is now considered a 
distraction to the government and indeed 
the people of  Nigeria is the menace of  the 
Fulani cattle herders. Nothing has 
distracted this country now more than this 
issue.

The consequences are that the country 
has never been more divided at any time 
than now and the unity of  the country at the 
moment is hanging on a precipice. The 
menace of  cattle herders has reverberated 
all over Nigeria taking in its trail numerous 
precious lives and properties, polarizing the 
country, bringing ruins and economic 
wastes.

People have wept out their hearts, prayed 
wailing to God but the leadership through 
its body language has seemingly waived on 
the herders. Subtle but rebuffed attempts 
have been made through agricultural and 
economic policies such as RUGA, free 
entry without visa, open borders in some 
parts, etc to root and spread the activities of  
the cattle rearers.

Nomadic cattle rearing are no longer 
fancied all over the world. The globally 
accepted practice is ranching. Nomadic 
Fulani operating in the African continent 
has no place they can call their own. There 
is an alleged attempts as can be glimpsed 
from the spoken and body language of  some 
Nigerian government officials to make 
Nigeria the global capital of  the Fulani.

President Muhammadu Buhari is known 
as a cattle farmer. His failure to openly 
condemn and take decisive actions against 
the menace gives him out as solidly behind 
the damage caused by the practice. Open 
grazing has grievous implications for the 
security, peace and socio economic health 
of  the country.

Fulani are migrants to the Nigerian 
nation, they have no land in Nigeria and 
seizes land by force anywhere they are given 
opportunity to settle even if  temporarily. 
They have no stake or investments in the 
Nigerian project. Little wonder they care 
less about the consequences of  their 
destructive actions which have brought 
ruins to the victims.

Numerous incidents abound where the 
herders destroy others farm lands, rape, kill 
and kidnap victims and sometimes sack 
whole community. These they carry out 
with impunity and are never brought to 
book. The police rules that people should 
not bear arms are not respected and the 
police have been helpless in enforcing their 
own rules.

Everything points against open grazing 
and there is no justification for it as a 
disturbance against the states in the south. 
The entire southeast states land size is less 
than Niger state, one of  the northern states. 

The north boasts of  huge land space and so 
becomes difficult for anyone to understand 
why ranching or even if  they so choose the 
open grazing cannot be restricted there, if  
this is not a recipe for war.

Few days ago reports filtered that a group 
of  herders have called on the federal 
government to provide them funds (grants) 
to do the ranching. This is considered 
another affront and insult on the 
sensibilities of  Nigeria for the government 
to support a private business at the expense 
of  the tax payers' money. Would the federal 
government be able to sustain meeting 
similar requests that would emerge from 
other private business operators, that is if  
theirs is heeded to?

The disturbances of  herdsmen have led 
to the setting up of  the ethnic vigilante such 
as the Amotekun by the southwest 
governors and the Eastern Security 
Network (ESN) set up by the irrepressible 
Nnamdi Kanu of  the Independent People 
of  Biafra (IPOB) who is out to defend his 
Igbo kinsmen. 

The reported clash between the 
operatives of  the ESN and the military is 
what has led to the 'burning' of  Orlu where 
lives have been lost and properties burnt and 
curfew imposed on the quiet town. The 
activities of  herdsmen in the area were 
fingered as responsible. It was not any 
different in the southwest where the herders 
have been giving quit notice if  they were not 
ready to formalize their business. 

The heat presently in the area shows the 
cattle rearers are bent on perpetrating their 
stuff  among the indigenes. There are 
conflicts and violent clashes everywhere 
you go in the land. The situation is not 
abating and the nation is tensed with 
unsavoury comments allegedly credited to 
Fulani leaders that the country belongs to 
them. 

It is provocative everywhere and quite 
intolerable that a migrant, a stranger would 
sack indigenous settlers and turn them to 
slaves as we are experiencing in the north. 
The dominance of  key positions by people 
of  Fulani extraction is viewed in many 
circles as part of  the strategy to drive the 
Fulani agenda. Fulani is one of  the small 
ethnic groups in the country.

News Echo wishes to express its 
displeasure on these ugly developments 
which are clearly avoidable. The national 
assembly is known only to be paying a lip 
service. President Buhari silence is 
cons ide red  more  d i s tu rb ing  and  
interpretatively lends support to his fellow 
kinsmen and herders. Nigeria is on the boil 
now and only a fast intervention by the 
government can quell the raging inferno.

All signs point to more cataclysms that 
may result from further silence of  the 
president. Nigeria as it stands cannot afford 
and survive another crisis. This is the time to 
nip it in the bud. A stitch in time saves nine.

Herders’ distraction, FG’s 
body language, recipe for war 

Friday, February 12, 2021
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Maduako Eleweke, Awka 

Former Central Bank of  
Nigeria governor, Prof. 

Chukwuma Soludo, Prof  
Pat Utomi, Managing Di-
rector of  Access Bank, Mr. 
Herbert Wigwe and Chief  
Executive Officer of  Co-
scharis Group, Mr Cosmas 
Maduka are among Nige-
rian business moguls  who 
will  on Friday mentor An-
ambra youths in a master 
class programme .

Other speakers expected 
to mentor youths at the 
event include the chair-
man of  AirPeace Airlines, 
Dr Allen Onyema among 
others

Mr. Stanley Uzochukwu, 
chairman of  Stanel World 
and the  organiser of  the 
programme tagged; Stanel 
Youth Empowerment mas-
terclass said  that the event 
was designed to mentor 
young people towards set-
ting  up their  businesses 
and  sustaining them.

According to him, youths 
from all over the state 
have been invited and 
they  would be  tutored by 
some of  the best brains in 

Soludo, Utomi, Maduka
others to mentor 
Anambra youths on
Masterclass event

the country, and will also 
stand chances of  being em-
powered to start their busi-
nesses.

“Stanel Youths Empow-
erment Master Class is 
all about our youths. It 
is about our states, and 
of  course, it is about our 
great Nation, Nigeria. The 
event is about remoulding 
our youths and taking off  
their minds from crimes 
and criminalities and make 
them live their dreams via 
empowerment.

“It is the third edition. 
Nigerian Political and 
business leaders are al-
ready storming Awka to 
engage the youths. This 
time, I have introduced my 
personal empowerment 
grant into the event. As a 
youth, doing all of  these 
for my fellow youths make 
me living fulfilled. 

“It is a 3 days event; start-
ing with the ‘Stanel Youth 
Empowerment Master 
Class’ on Friday; ‘Stanel 
Concert’ follows on Satur-
day and, of  course, on Sun-
day being Valentine’s Day, 
we will wrap it up with 
‘The Love Affairs.” he said

Representative of the Anambra State NYSC coordinator, Mrs. Bernadette Nwokeke cutting 
the tape of the newly-built toilet by corps member, Miss Badewa Adesola Oluwayoyi.

From Chuma Austin, 
Enugu

W
orried by the in-
creasing rate of  
illegal activities of  

Land Speculators in Enugu, 
the State Commissioner for 
Information, Chidi Aroh, 
yesterday warned against the 
defacing of  natural heritage 
in the metropolis and its en-
virons.

Aroh who said the state 
government would deal 
ruthlessly with any offender, 
noted that the destruction of  
natural vegetation could cre-
ate disaster in the state capi-
tal through erosion.

While inspecting the level 
of  destruction done at Mi-
liken Hill, Aria Road Hill 
and Iva Valley Hill behind 
Revival City Church, the 

Enugu Govt. moves against land speculators
over defacing of natural heritage

Information Commissioner 
told newsmen who accom-
panied him that Enugu State 
Ministry of  Environment 
and Mineral Resources had 
last week warned individu-
als, communities and author-
ities that are involved in the 
ongoing destruction of  the 
Miliken hills’ natural her-
itage, especially behind the 
new Enugu State Infectious 
Disease Hospital, formerly 
known as Colliery Hospital 
Enugu and other hills in the 
state, to desist from further 
destruction of  the state’s nat-
ural endowment.

Aroh stated that the state 
government would not fold 
its hands and allow the de-
struction to continue, insist-
ing they would protect the 
state from further destruc-
tion of  natural heritage that 

would affect the future of  the 
city.

According to him, “This de-
velopment is such that is go-
ing to cause serious ecological 
crisis. As they go ahead with 
the removal of  earth. You will 
see that the water flow is going 
to cause a lot of  danger going 
down the lower plane and that 
means the whole of  new mar-
ket and infectious disease hos-
pital just completed at colliery 
will be affected.

“These destruction are being 
done by ourselves, we are cre-
ating these environmental dis-
aster.  I’m sure you have seen 
how the beautiful environment 
created by nature is being de-
stroyed by individuals. The 
natural heritage that was done 
years before we were born are 
being destroyed by land spec-
ulators.

Ndigbo must support Eastern Security Network – Abaribe 
By Ori Martins 

T
he senator repre-
senting Abia South 
senatorial district 

in the National Assembly, 
Chief  Enyinnaya Abaribe 
has revealed that Ndigbo 
must always be ready in 
self  defence anywhere, 
anytime and anyhow. An-
swering questions during 
an interview with African 
Independent Television 

(AIT) few days ago, the 
former deputy governor 
of  Abia State noted that 
self  defence when your 
life was being threatened 
could not constitute to an 
offence. 

According to him, “We 
do not need a law before 
we defend ourselves when 
our lives are being threat-
ened”. The senator was 
actually telling the world 
that the security situation 

in the South East geo-po-
litical zone was a big con-
cern. Abaribe is aware of  
the herders challenge; he 
knows about the kidnap-
ping, armed robbery and 
killings by gunmen. 

As far as Abaribe was 
concerned, every Igbo 
must find a way to pro-
tect himself, including 
supporting the Eastern 

Security Network. A re-
jected man, an Igbo prov-
erb says, does not reject 
himself. And so, the Igbo 
knowing that there is no 
South Easterner in the 
service chiefs, no South 
Easterner in the 14 man 
security chiefs even as 
there is Igbo in the new-
ly promoted DIDs, thus, 
they must have to take 
their destinies in their 

own hands. 
This is not the first time 

Abaribe will be standing 
tall in his defence of  the 
Igbo. Recall that Abar-
ibe and the late Comrade 
Uche Chukwumereije 
made case for the Biafran 
leader, Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, to 
be given a state burial. 
Two, he was also very 

vocal when IPOB leader 
Nnamdi Kanu was held 
behind bars despite being 
granted bail by a federal 
high court. He equally 
shouted and made his 
point when the Federal 
Government declared 
IPOB a terrorist group. 
Again, he has thrown his 
support behind the East-
ern Security Network.   

By David Eze, Abakaliki

A 
Federal High Court 
sitting in Abakali-
ki, Ebonyi State has 

sacked the Fred Udeogu-led 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) Caretaker Committee 
in Ebonyi State

The Court also ordered the 
Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
not to recognize the pur-
ported Caretaker Committee 
constituted by the National 

Court sacks Ebonyi PDP caretaker committee
... judgement  unacceptable –Udeogu

leadership of  the PDP in Eb-
onyi State.

The Court maintained that 
the dissolution of  the Ebonyi 
state Executive Committee 
of  the PDP was illegal and 
cannot stand.

The order followed a 
Suit instituted by Barrister 
Nnachi Okoro, the Legal Ad-
viser of  the Barr Onyekachi 
Nwebonyu-led PDP execu-
tive in Ebonyi state, that was 
dissolved last year November 
by the national leadership of 
the PDP, in the wake of  the 
defection of  Governor David 
Umahi to the All Progres-
sives Congress.

The Plaintiff, Okoro, had in 
the Suit, argued that his pur-
ported removal from office, 
as the legal Adviser of  the 
PDP by virtue of  the disso-
lution of  the purported State 
Executive Committee of  the 
Party without fair hearing, 
was contrary to the Party’s 
constitution and the consti-
tution of  the federal republic 
of  Nigeria, and urged the 
court to so hold.

The presiding Judge, Justice 
Aluko Akintayo, in a three 
hours judgement, ruled that 
the purported dissolution of 
the Executive Committee 
of  the PDP in Ebonyi State 
which led to the removal of 
the Plaintiff, was not only 
absurd, but inconsistent with 
the provisions of  the Party’s 
constitution as well as the 
constitution of  the federal 
republic of  Nigeria.

Justice Akintayo noted that 
the party acted harshly with-

out any evidence of  wrong 
doing against the Plaintiff, 
adding that the defection of 
Governor David Umahi to 
the APC was in exercise of 
his fundamental human right 
of  freedom of  association 
and cannot be a justifiable 
ground to remove the Plain-
tiff  from office.

Akintayo held that the 
PDP failed to prove before 
the court, its allegations of 
anti-party activities and at-
tempts to destabilize the PDP 
levelled against the Ebonyi 
State Executive Committee 
of  the party. 

According to the judge, 
even if  there is truth in the al-
legations against the Ebonyi 
state Executive Committee 
of  the party, it was unfair to 
have dissolved them includ-
ing the Plaintiff, without giv-
ing him fair hearing.

The Court further ruled that 
in view of  section 2 of  the 
PDP’s constitution, which 
is subject to the constitution 
of  the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, there was no justifi-
cation for the leadership of 
the party to have breached its 
own constitution.

The Court maintained that 
the Plaintiff, having been 
duly elected to serve as the 
legal Adviser of  the PDP, 
had acquired a vested right 
to occupy the office until his 
tenure elapsed.

Consequently, the court 
declared the action of  PDP 
illegal, null, and void, and 
ordered the party not to rec-
ognize any other legal Advis-

er in Ebonyi State, until the 
expiration of  the Plaintiff ’s 
tenure.

Barr Mazi Igbo Michael 
who appeared for the de-
fendants’ led Counsel,Ken-
neth Njamanze SAN in an 
interview said, they would 
meet and decide on the next 
action.

Reacting, Barrister Onyek-
achi Nwwbonyi, welcomed 
the judgment, saying, it is a 
victory for democracy.

Nwebonyi said by the out-
come of  the judgment, he 
remained the authentic chair-
man of  the party in the state.

But the legal Adviser to the 
Fred Udeogu-led PDP exec-
utive, Barr Mudi Erhenede, 
said they would appeal the 
judgment, adding that they 
would get a stay of  execution 
against the ruling, pending 
the determination of  sub-
stantive appeal.

Meanwhile, the Caretak-
er Committee chairman of 
PDP, Ebonyi State,  Elder 
Fred Udeogu has rejected the 
judgement

Udeogu in an interview with 
Newsmen in Abakaliki said 
the judgment is unacceptable

“The judgement is not ac-
ceptable to us, we are already 
on our way for appeal. We 
will get right judgement on 
the point of  appeal. We have 
the rectitude to express our 
feelings over what happened.

“We urge the entire mem-
bers of  our party and the peo-
ple of  Ebonyi state that they 
should not take the laws into 
their hands.”
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From Chuma Austin,  Enugu

Normal administrative 
activities of  the Uni-

versity of  Nigeria, Nsukka 
(UNN) have been brought 
to a halt as the non-academ-
ic staff  continued the indus-
trial action embarked by 
non- teaching staff  of  public 
universities in the country.

Some offices like  Exams 
and  Records, Works De -
partment, University Med-
ical Centre,  University 
Primary School visited  by 
our reporter, Thursday were 
under lock and key.

Speaking to our reporter, 
Dr Augustine Onwurah, the 
Medical Director of  UNN 
Medical Centre said, it was 
because of  the strike by non 
teaching staff  that forced 
the centre to discharge all 
their patients. 

Administrative activities
paralysed in UNN over 
non-academic staff strike

Onwurah said his plead-
ing to leadership of  Joint 
Action Committee of  non 
teaching staff  in UNN to 
allow the centre operate 
skeletal services fell on deaf  
ears as JAC withdraw its 
members and locked all the 
offices in the centre.

“In past strikes, JAC allows 
the centre to operate skele-
tal services, considering the 
plights of  patients, but I do 
not know the reason why it 
says no to skeletal services 
this time.

“I am not against the un-
ion’s demands from govern-
ment, but it pains me that we 
have to discharge our patients 
because of  the strike,” he 
said.

Mr. James Onyishi, Direc-
tor of  Works Department in 
UNN said the strike had  af-
fected operations of  works 

Group prays for peace, progress 
of Imo State, calls for payment of
salaries, pensions
By Ikenna Orioha

A group, Hope Domin-
ion for Christ, has 

offered prayers to God to 
continue to ensure that 
peace and security of  lives 
and property reign supreme 
in Imo State. 

The Owerri Zonal Coor-
dinator of  the group, Mrs. 
Bridget Ndukwe, while 
inaugurating Ezenwanyi 
Akudo, Governor Hope 
Uzodimma’s sister, as Ma-
tron, Hope Dominion for 
Christ, at Omuma com-
munity, Oru East, Imo 
State promised to intensify 
prayer for the good and de-
velopment of  Imo State.

The group has also asked 
God to always strengthen 
and direct governor of  Imo 
State, Hope Uzodimma and 
his appointees as they strive 

to meet the goal of  creating 
economic opportunities for 
the youth and women.

The group called for regu-
lar payment of  salaries and 
pensions to workers and 
retirees, provision of  infra-
structure: electricity, porta-
ble water, road construction 
and rehabilitation, revamp-
ing the healthcare centres, 
including the enhancement 
of  quality and affordable ed-
ucation.

The Matron, Ezenwanyi 
Akudo, who expressed joy 
and appreciation to Hope 
Dominion for Christ for the 
honour bestowed on her, 
posited that Governor Hope 
Uzodimma has performed 
marvelously in his one year 
in office as she sought for the 
support of  the people to his 
administration. She urged 
the group to keep praying 
for the success of  Imo State.

The Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) has con-

demned attack, assault and 
brutalization of  Mr. Precious 
Nwadike, an Imo-based jour-
nalist and publisher.

In a release by the Publicity 
Secretary of  PDP, Ogubu-
ndu Nwadike, it noted that 
“Nwadike was deliberately 
manhandled by aides and 
agents of  the current regime. 
“That conclusion was based 
on the fact that it is an abuse 
of  the fundamental rights of  
a citizen. For even security 
operatives to met out phys-
ical assault and battery on 
a citizen even when he con-
travened a law and was not 
evading arrest. 

“Our Party also feels that 
it is unlawful for a traffic of-

Imo PDP condemns brutalization of Imo
journalist by Gov Uzodinma’s agents

fender to be pounced upon 
and brutalized by agents of  
government to the extent of  
getting broken bones, bodily 
sprains, bruises and disloca-
tions. From the eye-witness 
accounts, which corroborated 
the narrative of  the victim, 
Nwadike, he only drove in an 
area where he did not know 
that he should not drive, be-
cause of  the supposed road 
work in the area.

“It was further confirmed 
that on being ordered to drive 
back and out of  the road con-
struction area, he complied, 
only to be rushed at and 
severely beaten up by men 
identified as aides and agents 
of  the current regime. It was 
that unlawful act of  attack-
ing the citizen in that manner 

that makes our Party hold the 
current regime culpable of  
complicity in the entire sad 
episode”.

“However, our Party strong-
ly believes that Nwadike must 
have been deliberately victim-
ized because he is a journalist 
and publisher who exposes 
the preponderant negative 
scorecard of  Governor Uzod-
inma. All odds favour that ar-
gument. And Imo PDP finds 
it unacceptable”

In another development, the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) in Imo State has ob-
served with dismay that the 
Imo State Government has 
ordered a fresh verification 
exercise for pensioners in the 
State. 

Some of the slumped EBSU students.

… Frowns at fresh verification of  pensioners

The First Executive Gov-
ernor of  Lagos State, Al-

haji Lateef  Jakande, is dead.
Jakande, according to one 

of  his sons, Deji,  died on 
Thursday morning in Lagos 
at the age of  91.

The former civilian gover-
nor, from 1979 to 1983, was  
former journalist who later 
became a Minister of  Works 
under the Sani Abacha mili-
tary regime (1993–98).

Popularly called “Baba 
Kekere” Jakande was pop-
ularly referred as the father 
of  Lagos, having left many 
indelible footprints as Gov-
ernor of  the state, especially 
in the area of  infrastructural 
development.

His focus in the provision 
of  low cost houses for the 
people led to the building of 

Uzodimma mourns as ex-Lagos gov,
Jakande, dies at 91

over 30,000 housing units in 
estates, which were named 
after him. Some of  the hous-
ing units include low cost 
estates in Amuwo-Odofin, 
Ijaiye, Dolphin, Oke-Afa, 
Ije, Abesan, Iponri, Ipaja, 
Abule Nla, Epe, Anikanta-
mo, Surulere, Iba, Ikorodu

The former Governor was 
also credited with the estab-
lishment of  the Lagos State 
University.  

All these were in line with 
the five cardinal programmes 
of  the Unity Party of  Nige-
ria (UPN), founded by the 
late sage and former Pre-
mier of  the Western Region, 
Chief  Obafemi Awolowo, 
of  which he was an ardent 
apostle.  

Lateef  Kayode Jakande 
was born in the Epetedo 

area of  Lagos Island, Lagos 
State on 29 July 1929. Both 
parents are from Omu-Aran, 
Kwara State. He studied at 
the Lagos public school at 
Enu-Owa, Lagos Island, 
then at Bunham Memorial 
Methodist School, Port Har-

court (1934–43). He studied 
briefly at King’s College, 
Lagos in 1943, and then 
enrolled at Ilesha Grammar 
School in 1945, where he 
edited a literary paper called 
The Quarterly Mirror. 

In a tribute, Governor 

Hope Uzodimma of  Imo 
State described Jakande, as 
one of  the honest, selfless 
and faithful leaders Nigeria 
has produced.

Recalling the life and times 
of  the former governor of 
Lagos State, Governor Uzo-

dimma said Lagos Sate in 
particular and Nigeria in 
general will sorely miss Ja-
kande because of  his popu-
list programmes that stood 
him out as governor and en-
deared him to the people. 
Governor Uzodimma re-

gretted that Nigeria has lost 
such a humble, sincere, com-
mitted progressive leader 
whose legacies, both tangi-
ble and intangible, are there 
for everyone to see, when his 
wise counsel was still need-
ed.

From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

At least eight students of 
the Ebonyi State Uni-

versity have slumped at the 
Permanent site of  the insti-
tution during a stampede.

The stampede occurred as 
students rushed to access the 
school’s ICT for their exam-
ination. A source in the in-
stitution said the University 
had adopted the Computer 
Based Test (CBT) for some 

Ebonyi Varsity students protest as 8 students collapse 
during stampede at exam hall

General Studies Program 
(GST) courses.

The GST are courses taken 
by all students of  the institu-
tion, irrespective of  the de-
partment or faculty.

The source said the hall 
where the examination was 
to be taken was too small for 
the mammoth crowd of  stu-
dents that were to write the 
course. It was gathered that 
all the students from the four 
campuses of  the University 
were told to come to the ICT 
centre to write the exam.

“There was poor planning 
of  the exams. The hall had 
just about 500 computers 
and the students to write the 
exams were over 1000”.

The source said the Univer-
sity administration should 
have staggered the exams 
so that the hall will not be 
crowded but they failed to 
do so. “Today’s exams has 
again exposed the sorry state 
of  our state University

“They should’ve typed this 
exams and made photocop-
ies so as to get to all the stu-

dents but didn’t because they 
paraded today’s exam to be a 
computer based one”.

Reacting to the incident, 
the SUG President, Aban-
ni Samson expressed deep 
regret at the incident which 
he described as totally avoid-
able 

“As leaders and firstly stu-
dents, the SUG share in the 
pain of  all EBSU students 
and on this note we assure 
everyone that never again 
will EBSU students, under 
our leadership be made to go 
through such horror in the 
name of  writing any exam 
or undertaking any academ-
ic activity”.

It took the intervention of 
the Deputy Governor, Dr. 
Kelechi Igwe who imme-
diately went to the scene, 
to open up the road. Igwe 
told the students that he has 
noted their demands and as-
sured it will be given imme-
diate attention.
He advised them not to take 

laws into their hands, since 
the present administration is 
always sensitive to the yearn-
ings and aspirations of  peo-
ple especially students.
  The students through their 

representatives are asking 
the University Management 
to abolish Computer Based 
Test since they do not have 
enough facilities and space, 
as well as total overhaul of 
the University.
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e la t ionsh ips  a r e Rmade  up  o f  two 
people with different 

values and often different 
personalities. These two 
people can provoke conflict 
when not fully aware of  or 
a c c e p t i n g  o f  t h e i r 
differences. When I say 
" c o n f l i c t " ,  I  m e a n 
disagreements or different 
points of  view. However, it all 
comes down to behaviors and 
not knowing how to manage 
certain situations.

Conflict is not a bad thing, 
as long as you are committed 
to the relationship and 
willing to work to fix it. 
Many times conflict can be a 
blessing. Why? Well, if  your 
relationship is going perfectly 
fine that means someone is 
not being transparent. You 
both have the right to view 
things differently and to 
express it without hurting the 
other one. When conflict 
arises, both partners are 
usually being honest and 
vo i c i n g  t h e i r  o p i n i o n . 
However, what needs to be 
w o r k e d  o n  i s  f i n d i n g 
common ground.

Conflicts in relationships 
begin for many reasons. 

aunched in Lagos, LNigeria on the 2nd of  
February, 2021, the 

ready-to-wear luxury brand, 
Herbert and Hana, has 
h u g e l y  t a k e n  t o  t h e 
promotion of  effortless style 
and class. 

f a b r i c s  a n d  d e t a i l e d 
processes all reflective of  the 
brand's objective to deliver 
quality and exquisiteness. 

The Nigerian fashion 
industry has attracted global 
attention as seen by the rise 
in demand for its goods. 

products available globally 
via its website and social 
platforms. 

"Just Herbert" for men 
and "Just Hana" for women 
which are the divisions of  
the H&H brand cater to 
s exe s,  r e d e f i n i n g  a n d 
reimagining style. 

Since its launch, the 
b r a n d  h a s  b e e n  o n  a 
progress ive sai l  across 

platforms and is reportedly 
t h e  n a m e  o n  e v e r y 
fashionista's lips. With a 
H&H piece, it is easy to 
experiment with personal 
style and, thus, make a 
fashion statement. 

The brand is set to drive 
traffic in the fashion industry 
and to become one of  the 
globe's biggest ready-to-wear 
luxury brands.

Drawing from GDP reports 
by the National Bureau of  
Statistics, the average growth 
of  the "textile, apparel and 
footwear" sector as at 2010 
was 17%.Following that 
data, the Herbert and Hana 
brand has made its range of  

we are so determined to get 
that "thing" we need, that we 
forget our decisions affect 
others. This is true for any 
type of  relationship. Couples 
often have the conflict due to 
the fact that someone in the 
relationship fails to think of  
the  other  person when 
m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s . 
Sometimes this is done 
knowingly and happens 
often, extending the life of  
the conflict. Selfishness is 
number one on the l ist 
because when a person 
cannot respect the needs of  
others, it becomes impossible 
t o  h a v e  a  h e a l t h y 
relationship. Philippians 2:3 
(NLT). Don't be selfish; don't 
try to impress others. Be 
humble, thinking of  others as 
better than yourselves.

2. Communication: "It is 
not what you say, but how 
you say it". Communication 
is the method of  getting it out 
t h e r e .  T o o  o f t e n 
c o m mu n i c a t i n g  i n  t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  m e a n s 
argument, this causes tension 
a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t , 
communication is avoided 
completely. Communicating 
the wrong way can cause 

Before you try to fix a conflict 
you need to find the root 
cause of  it. Many times 
people focus on the surface 
of  the problem not the cause 
of  it. This may for a while 
numb the symptoms (avoid 
the fights), but eventually, the 
problem will continue. For 
your own peace of  mind, 
please be aware that all 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h a v e 
disagreements. Conflict does 
not mean your relationship is 
a failure. Also, conflict does 
not mean you can't be happy. 
Healthy relationships grow 
and mature through conflict.

My advice to you is that 
when a conflict begins to 
a f fec t  you menta l ly  or 
e m o t i o n a l l y ,  s e e k 
professional help. Assuming 
that you are prepared and 
educated to solve all of  the 
problems that come your way 
is wrong. You and your 
partner can both benefit from 
the help of  a therapist or a 
relationship coach. You may 
need someone to see the 
c o n f l i c t  f r o m  a n o t h e r 
perspective.

The main causes  of 
conflict

1. Selfishness: Too often, 

Their creations features 
an eclectic mix of  cutting-
edge colors and textures, as 
well as bold silhouettes 
d e s i g n e d  t o  m e e t  t h e 
sartorial needs of  a melting 
pot of  stylish individuals. It 
a l so  incor porates  luxe 

fu r the r  con f l i c t  in  the 
relationship.

3. Resentment: There 
may be an occasion (or 
many) where one of  the 
partners offends the other. 
When that individual fails to 
communicate the hurt the 
offense caused, he/she will 
keep those negative emotions 
i n  t h e i r  h e a r t  c a u s i n g 
resentment. This is where the 
root cause of  conflict needs 
to be evaluated. At times the 
person will seem discontent 
or upset and will not say why. 
The person can also become 
distant, causing the other 
individual to think that they 
are not interested in the 
relationship.

4. Finger pointing or 
c r i t i c i s m :  T h e  m o s t 
annoying thing is to be 
surrounded by a person who 
criticizes everything you do. 
The second most annoying 
thing is being surrounded by 
someone who claims that 
everything is your fault. 
Sometimes in relationships, 
this is the case. One partner 
accuses the other about 
everything that goes wrong 
or finds that he/she has a 

better way of  doing things. 
The funny part of  this is that 
when things do go right, that 
person claims responsibility 
right away.

5 .  U n r e a l i s t i c  o r 
distorted expectations: Life 
experiences taught me that 
you have to build the life and 
happiness you want. Yes, a 
loving and accepting person 
at your side helps a lot, but 
you can't force that person to 
make you happy. Happiness 
is your responsibility. Many 
relationships have conflicts 
b e c a u s e  o n e  o r  b o t h 
individuals feel that their 
expectations are not being 
m e t .  O f t e n ,  t h e s e 
expectations are unrealistic 
or distorted and the person 
will need a wake-up call back 
to reality.

Ways to sidestep a fight:
These strategies can stop a 

fight before it starts.
1. See things from your 

partner's point of  view.
2. Count to 50 before you 

say anything incendiary. This 
pause will help you calm 
down just long enough to 
think better of  it.

3. Don't throw verbal 
bombs. Avoid put-downs, 
personal attacks, judgments, 
criticism, and blaming — as 
well as sulking, interrupting, 

a n d 
stompi

ng out of  
t h e room.

4.  Ask yourself  if  you can 
— and should — solve the 
problem on your own.

W a y s  t o  d e f u s e  a 
runaway argument:

These tension-tamers can 
short-circuit an argument 
that's getting too hot to 
handle.

1.  Use anger as a red-alert 
sign to stop the discussion. 

2.  Walk away and use 
meditation, exercise, or 
another pleasant activity to 
de-stress.

3. Reconnect frequently 
during tough conversations. 

4 .  Use empathy and 
appreciation to stay close to 
your spouse. 

5.  And be on the lookout 
for your spouse's attempts to 
heal or avoid breaches.

6. Soothe yourself  and 
your spouse. Breathe deeply, 
slow down the conversation, 
and take a few minutes to 
review all the positive steps 
you've taken together to solve 
the problem. 

7. Share your feelings. 
The more effectively you can 
soothe yourself  and each 
other, the more productive 
your problem-solving session 
can be.

Entertainment/Showbiz/Music/Fashion

Herbert and Hana launches luxury brand, features
classic pieces that transcends time

Managing conflicts in a relationship  
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bout three years ago 

Awhen the Arewa 
Y o u t h  F o r u m  

through its president, Shetima 
Yerima, issued a quit notice to 
the Igbo living in the northern 
part of  the country, it was 
estimated that the worth of  
South East investment in the 
region was over N45t! In other 
words, Igbo wards find it 
attractive and convenient to 
invest outside their enclave. 
This act, on several occasions, 
has put the Igbo on a severe 
economic jeopardy especially 
during religious, ethnic, 
political or social crisis. Since 
the Igbo do not bother about 
the site or location of  their 
businesses, leaders of  the 
zone,  par t icu lar ly,  the  
Ohaneze Ndigbo,  have 
conceptualized a slogan, 
“Think Home Philosophy”. 
That is, invest in the South 
East, bring your wealth home, 
develop Igbo nation, etc.  
In a way, the people of  Nnewi 
in Anambra State seem to 
have comprehended this 
philosophy whole and entire! 
V i r t u a l l y  a l l  N n e w i  
businessmen, investors and 
industrialists have now made 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h e i r  
respective commercial and 
business capitals. This means 
that Nnewi wards “now think 
home” in their business 
approaches. The Nnewi 
trader has his main shop at 
Nnewi though he s t i l l  
maintains his Lagos, Abuja or 
Port Harcourt fronts. 
In one of  his previous 
in ter v iews,  the  former  
governor of  old Anambra 
State, Chief  Chukwuemeka 
Ezeife, stated that if  other 
Igbo investors can reason like 
Nnewi industrialists and 
businessmen, South East will 
be like China and Japan 
combined. Ezeife noted that 
Nnewi investors were really 
making Ndigbo proud by 
their assimilation of  “think 
home philosophy” approach 
in their businesses. Here, 
News Echo highlights the 
major 12 investors that have 
made Nnewi the home of  
China and Japan in Nigeria.  
      

1. Chikason Group
The Chicason Group is one of  
the wonders of  the present 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  N n e w i  
businessmen and investors. 
Founded in 2009, the group is 
now a pace setter and a 
household name as a lead 
company in the country. 
According to its official 
profile, Chicason Group is   a 
home grown and technology 
driven conglomerate, with 
vibrant member companies 
and affiliated businesses that 
e p i tomize  the  Af r i can  
enterprise spirit with diverse 
interests in oil & gas trading, 
oil & gas exploration, real 
estate and construction, 
manufacturing,  mining,  
transportation, and health 
care. Chikason Industrial 
Group is owned by the 
business guru who also 
d o u b l e s  a s  i t s  
chairman/CEO, Dr Chika 
Okafor. Interestingly, the 
group's head office is located 
in Nnewi, Anambra State. 
The corporate offices are also 
located in Abuja, Kano, 
Lagos, Port Harcourt with 
international offices in Kenya 
and Sierra Leone. Chikason 
subsidiaries include the 
following, Rock of  Ages 
P r o p e r t i e s  L i m i t e d ,  
Promotex, A-Z, Rimco 
Limited, Cason Travels 
limited, Rimco Mining, A-Z 
Tr a n s p o r t ,  M a n n ay o n  
S p e c i a l i s t  H o s p i t a l ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C e m e n t  
Company and Afro Asia 
Automobile & Plastics. 
It was not for nothing that The 
Sun Newspapers honoured 
this great man as its Business 
Person of  the Year 2017.  In 
the passage of  a tribute 
written on Okafor by The Sun 
Newspapers, the tabloid 
noted that, “In 1981 at an 
early age when he set out to 
float a private enterprise to 
help him achieve his dream of  
touching the lives of  the less 
privileged, not many gave him 
a chance in the murky waters 
of  the business world but he 
came, saw and conquered. 
Today the Chicason Group is 
not only like an octopus with 
many tentacles but it has 

become an inspiration to 
y o u n g  a n d  a s p i r i n g  
entrepreneurs. It has become 
one of  Africa's fastest growing 
conglomerates with more 
than 13 companies and 
affiliated businesses.
“Born in Umudim, in Nnewi 
L o c a l  G ove r n m e n t  o f  
Anambra State, Okafor who 
star ted from a humble 
background, has transformed 
into being one of  the foremost 
industrialists in Nigeria. The 
hallmark of  his success is hard 
work and partnership with 
various stakeholders with the 
a i m  o f  n o t  o n l y  
industrialising Nigeria but 
creating jobs for the citizens, 
while also putting smiles on 
the faces of  the less privileged. 
The group under him has built 
a reputation of  integrity, 
industry, and commitment to 
N i g e r i a ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  
revolution. On account of  his 
r e l e n t l e s s  p u r s u i t  o f  
excellence, Okafor has been 
honoured by the Federal 
Government with the award 
of  the Officer of  the Order of 
Niger (OON) among other 
recognitions by several 
professional bodies. It is for 
being a success story and 
providing l ivelihood to 
thousands of  Nigerians that 
Okafor was voted Business 
Personality of  the Year 2017”.

 2 .  I n n o s o n  Ve h i c l e  
Manufacturers
Probably, no indigenous firm 
has ever generated the kind of  
support as well as controversy 
The Innoson companies has 
garnered in the last 10 years. It 
is an indigenous privately 
owned Nigerian group of  
companies committed to 
driving the Nigerian economy 
f o r w a r d  t h r o u g h  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  T h e  
company's reputation as one 
of  the leading proponents of  
made-in-Nigeria brands 
star ted from a humble 
beginning 38 years ago. The 
Innoson range of  products did 
n o t  o n l y  s t o p  a t  t h e  
automobile manufacturing 
but also spreads across plastic 
manufacturing, motorcycle 
manufacturing tyres and 
tubes manufacturing. The 

Innoson head office is located 
a t  U m u d i m ,  N n e w i ,  
Anambra State. With the 
branch offices located at 
Oshodi, Apapa, Lagos State 
and the Innoson Technical 
and Industrial Company 
limited located at Emene, 
Enugu, Enugu State. The 
chairman/ chief  executive 
officer of  Innoson Mottors is 
the indefatigable Chief  
I n n o c e n t  I f e d i a s o  
Chukwuma who was born in 
1961 in Nnewi, Anambra 
State. Those who know him 
very well say he is a business 
magnate and investor. He 
founded the Innoson Vehicle 
Manufacturing, Nigeria's first 
ind igenous  automobi le  
manufacturing company.  
Innocent Chukwuma was 
born into the family of  
Chukwuma Mojekwu. He is 
the youngest child in a family 
of  six. 
In 1981, after his education, 
Innocent began trading in 
spare parts, a very lucrative 
business in South East 
Nigeria. He then founded the 
company Innoson Group 
with Innoson Manufacturing, 
Innoson Tech. & Industries 
Co. Ltd as its subsidiaries. In 
2013, he was appointed 
deputy chairman, Board of  
Trustees National Coalition 
f o r  J o n a t h a n / S a m b o  
Presidency, a group setup to 
promote the election of  the 
former Nigerian president, 
Goodluck Jonathan. 
Some of  the wards that have 
come his way are Honorary 
Life Vice President of  
Nigerian Association of  
Chambers of  Commerce, 
I n d u s t r y ,  M i n e s  &  
Agriculture (NACCIMA); 
M o s t  O u t s t a n d i n g  
Indigenous Entrepreneur in 
the Manufacturing Sector by 
E n u g u  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (ECCIMA); 
and  Officer of  the Order of  
the Federal Republic (OFR).

3. Ibeto Group
Nothing can essentially 
qualify, even quantify the 
secret of  success of  the high 
flying Ibeto Group that this 
note signed by its chairman, 

chief  executive officer, Chief  
Cletus Ibeto; “We are proud 
of  our rich heritage and 
history of  delivering superior 
quality products and services. 
For our Group, success is the 
product of  a joint effort and 
we strive to achieve it in 
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  o u r  
customers. Providing the right 
quality is an essential part of  
our service philosophy and is 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  a l l  o u r  
manufacturing and business 
activities. We achieve this 
through our belief  in building 
s t r o n g  a n d  l a s t i n g  
relationships set on bedrock 
of  integrity, high ethical 
s t a n d a r d s ,  m e t i c u l o u s  
planning and unflinching 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  p l a n  
execution”.
I b e t o  G r o u p  i s  a  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  
distribution of  high quality 
products that best meet the 
n e e d s  o f  l o c a l  a n d  
international markets that set 
to provide rewarding careers 
for our Employees through a 
quality work environment 
t h a t  a s s u r e s  t h e i r  
c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  t h e  
Organization and enables 
them to actualize themselves. 
The groups range of  activities 
includes King palace hotel, 
U n i o n  a u t o  p a r t s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  I b e t o  
petrochemical industries, 
palmex agencies limited, 
O d o h  h o l d i n g s,  I b e t o  
industries, Ibeto hotels Ltd, 
Energy Network IBG, ltd and 
Eastern Bulkcem company 
ltd. The Ibeto head office is 
located in Nnewi, Anambra 
State, with branch offices in 
Vic tor ia  I s land,  lagos,  
Maitama Abuja, and Bundu 
Ama Port Harcourt.
Indeed, Cletus Madubugwu 
Ibeto was born on November 
6, 1952. A multi billion naira 
bus ines sman  f rom the  
industrial city of  Nnewi,  he is 
head of  The Ibeto Group, the 
largest business enterprise 
from Nnewi, a city unique for 
its entrepreneurial spirit. 
According to his public 
documentation,  “in the early 
1980s, when the oil crash and 
a  controvers ia l  impor t  
licensing system was making 

a dent on the Nigerian 
manufacturing environment, 
Nnewi went through a growth 
period. The Ibeto Group 
under the Ibeto's leadership 
was a pacesetter in the region 
and nation's trading and later 
manufacturing development. 
Cletus Ibeto started out as a 
spare parts import dealer, 
after spending some time as 
an apprentice in the motor 
parts business, a gradual step 
taken by many eastern 
traders. In March 1988 he 
stopped direct importation of  
lead-acid automotive battery 
and plastic motor accessories, 
after completing his factory in 
Nnewi. By 1995 The Ibeto 
Group had become one of  the 
largest auto spare parts 
manufacturing outfits in the 
country. 
“On October 2, 1996, he 
e s t a b l i s h e d  I b e t o  
Petrochemical Industries Ltd. 
which is engaged in the 
blending of  oil lubricants as 
well as the production of  
various types of  petroleum 
products for local and 
international markets. The 
Company owns the largest 
liquid storage facilities for 
petroleum products in Nigeria 
with a capacity of  over 60,000 
metric tonnes located at 
Apapa Wharf  and Ibru Jetty 
Complex, Lagos. In May 
2 0 1 8 ,  I b e t o  C e m e n t  
C o m p a n y  L i m i t e d  
announced a reverse merger 
with Century Petroleum 
Corporation, a United States 
( U. S. )  p u b l i c ly - t r a d e d  
petroleum exploration and 
production company in a 
move to enter global markets 
and bypass the complex 
process of  listing. Ibeto 
acquired a 70% controlling 
stake of  the company and 
Cletus Ibeto was subsequently 
made the Chairman of  the 
Board of  Directors. In 2008 
Ibeto received the national 
Honour of  Officer of  the 
Order of  the Niger (OON) 
from the Federal Republic of  
Nigeria for his outstanding 
contributions to the country 
through his manufacturing 
enterprise. In 2012 he was 
awarded the Honour of  
Commander of  the Order of  

Nnewi investors on parade 
By Uchenna Ezedigwe and Ori Martins

IbetoChukwuma Okafor Emenike
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the Niger (CON) for his 
continued outstanding service 
to the nation”. 

4. Kotec Industrial Limited
C e r t a i n l y ,  n o  o t h e r  
indigenous group has the 
attention of  Nigerians more 
than Kotec. This is largely due 
to its height and feat in the 
area of  food items like 
tummy-tummy, etc. The 
Kotec industries is one of  the 
leading brand names and 
producers of  Kotec Industrial 
Company Ltd(Trading on 
motorcycle spare parts); 
Chitec Agro Ltd (Trading on 
motorcycle spare parts); 
O'xtophers International 
Company Ltd (Trading on 
general  goods) ;  Target  
Au t o m o b i l e  C o m p a n y  
Limited (Manufacturers of  
target automobile spare 
parts.); Event Beverages Ltd 
(Manufacturers of  Event table 
water.); Tummy-Tummy 
Foods Industries Limited 
(Manufacturers of  Tummy-
Tummy Instant noodles.) It is 
located at the Nnewi main 
market with various branches 
spread all over Nigeria. 
Owned by a man who has 
been variously described as a  
frontline industrialist, Chief  
Chika Emenike, is  the  
chairman/CEO of  this award 
winning investment. It must 
be stated that Tummy Tummy 
Foods Industries Limited, is 
the flagship of  Kotec Group. 
As a publication stated, 
“Emenike is  widely revered 
f o r  h i s  h u m a n e  a n d  
compassionate character 
laced with an unbelievable 
humility, simplicity and 
magnanimous spirit, the 
amiable entrepreneur turned 
50 on July 23, 2019. A man 
endowed with amazing 
wisdom, Emenike's fulfilled 
life is a classic example of  one 
that awesomely rose from a 
humble  background to  
stupendous wealth due to 
hard work, honesty and God 
fearing nature. Because he 
truly understands God's 
grace, he remains one of  the 
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  
ph i l an th rop i s t s  o f  h i s  

generation. Emenike who 
owns chains of  companies 
including Event Beverages 
Ltd and Regime Gas Plant, 
has not allowed fame and 
success take the better of  him 
as his legendary strides 
towards the uplift of  mankind 
has been a great lesson to 
everyone especially the 
a f f l u e n t .  T h r o u g h  h i s  
spectacular silent scholarship 
scheme, many have benefitted 
immensely.
As a man with a golden heart 
and strong member of  the 
C a t h o l i c  C h a r i s m a t i c  
Renewal of  Nigeria, he has 
not only provided shelters for 
the poor, but also assisted in 
setting up businesses for 
youths, boosting their trade 
w i t h  i n c e n t i v e s  a n d  
concessions in the process. As 
a pride of  the church, he has 
hugely contributed to the 
spread of  the gospel and the 
icing on the cake is the 
building of  the gigantic 
Catholic Church in the mould 
of  a Cathedral which is on the 
verge of  completion at his 
Urualla, Ideato North home 
town of  Imo State”. However, 
he identifies with the Nnewi 
industrial market. 

5. Cutix Cables Plc
Curtis cable Nnewi is a giant 
name when it comes to 
different cables ranging from 
telecommunications cables, 
electrical wires and cables, 
automobile wires.
They also specializes in PVC 
single cables, PVC Power 
Cables, PVC Flexible Cables, 
PVC Flat Cables, PVC 
Insulated Single/Double 
Sheathed-Core Aluminium 
Cable, Armoured Cables, 
Non-a r moured  Cab le s,  
A l u m i n i u m  C a b l e s ,  
Automotive Cables, Bare 
Stranded Copper conductors 
complete product range of  
high-quality cables, wire and 
cable management products, 
a n d  mu c h  m o r e.  T h e  
company is located at Otolo 
Nnewi with branches situated 
in most part of  the country. 
According to a Nairametrics 
post, “The company was 

founded by Dr Gilbert 
Obiajulu Uzodike and Odi O 
Nwosu on November 4, 1982 
and is headquartered in 
Nnewi, Nigeria. So far, Cutix 
Plc's stock has performed 
relatively well on the floor of  
the Nigerian Stock Exchange.  
The stock recently closed out 
trading at N4.25; a slight 
(5.13%) decline from its 52-
week high of  N4.48 which 
was set on Aug 01, 2018. Year 
to date, this stock has 
increased by 107.96%,  
thereby marking a 5-year 
high.
“Much l ike  i ts  s tock 's  
performance, Cutix Plc has 
also consistently recorded 
p o s i t i v e  f i n a n c i a l  
performance in recent years. 
Its revenue increased from 
N1.9 billion in 2013 to N5.0 
billion in the second quarter 
of  2018; likewise, profit after 
tax increased from N151 
million in 2013 to N447 
million in the second quarter 
of  this year. The company, 
which is one of  the leading 
manufacturers of  assorted 
c a b l e s  f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y,  
telecommunications and 
automobiles, was founded in 
1982 by Uzodike with just 
N400,000. The accomplished 
businessman and serial 
entrepreneur have long 
r e l i n q u i s h e d  f u l l - t i m e  
executive duties in the 
company. Yet, he remains one 
of  the most relevant corporate 
executives in Nigeria. He is 
our corporate personality of  
the week. Get to know him.  
Uzodike hails from Nnewi, a 
small town in Anambra State 
which is said to have more 
billionaires (naira) than 
anywhere else in Nigeria. He 
was born in 1949 in the 
commercial South-Eastern 
city of  Onitsha, also in 
Anambra”

6. Obikings Industries 
Limited
Obikings Industries Limited 
was registered on 12th 
November, 2004 with RC 
602346 and commenced 
operation in December, 2004. 
The company imports and 

a s s e m b l e s  e l e c t r o n i c  
equipment to serve the West 
African markets, particularly 
t h e  N i g e r i a n  m a r k e t ,  
Obikings Industries holds the 
franchise for Century and 
Power deluxe products in 
Nigeria & West Africa. At 
Obikings Industries, we 
believe in creating value for 
customers by consistently 
p r o v i d i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  
appliances of  the highest 
quality.

7. Dinacon Industries Ltd
Dimacon Industries Ltd was 
incorporated in 1988 and is a 
m e m b e r  o f  b o t h  t h e  
Manufacturers' Association 
of  Nigeria and the Paint 
Manufacturers' Association 
of  Nigeria. The company 
manufactures paints for a 
wide range of  applications 
including, but not limited to, 
the following: Automotive 
paints, Marine and Protective 
coat ings,  Archi tec tura l  
Pa i n t s,  F l o o r  C o a t i n g  
Systems, Metal Packaging 
C o a t i n g s,  P l a s t i c  a n d  
Footwear Coatings, Coil 
Coatings, etc.
In  Automot ive  pa in t s,  
Dimacon manufactures  
paints from weldable Zinc-
rich primers, Stoving Primers 
and Finishes, quick-dry 
refinishes, 2pk Acrylic paints 
and the various thinners for 
these. All these paints have 
been tested and approved for 
use in Nigeria's Prime Auto 
manufactur ing  Plant  –  
M e r c e d e s  B e n z  
ANAMMCO, they comply 
with standards laid down by 
Da imle r  Chr ys l e r  and  
Dimacon has been the major 
paint supplier to the plant at 
Enugu for several years now. 
T h e  C o m p a n y ' s  f l o o r  
protection systems include 
Solvent-free Epoxy primers, 
Epoxy and Polyurethane floor 
c o a t i n g s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
purposes.

8. J. Udeagbala Holdings 
Limited
J  Udeagba la  Hold ings  
Limited is one of  the oldest 
established impor t and 

manufacturing businesses in 
the South Eastern part of  
Nigeria. Located at the 
commercial city Nnewi, the 
subsidiaries of  this giant 
household name includes, 
B e a u t y  B a s e  L i m i t e d  
Vegetable Oil Limited, agro-
products and agro-chemical 
by setting up Dynamic Farms 
Limited, pipe manufacturing 
and Quality Pipe Limited. All 
was incorporated in order to 
meet the growing need of  
quality personal care products 
i n  N i g e r i a  p r e v i o u s ly  
dominated by multi-national 
companies. The company has 
continued its growth since the 
1930's without losing the 
fundamental ethos of  its 
founding father, "the desire to 
promote and encourage 
indigenous production of  
goods and services".

9. Coscharis Group
The Coscharis Group is a 
wholly owned Nigerian 
C o n g l o m e r a t e  w i t h  
businesses and interests that 
span across various sectors of  
the Nigerian economy: 
Automobile, Medical, Foods 
& Beverages, Information 
Technology, Engineering and 
Agriculture. With globally 
respected partners and an 
iconic brand por tfol io,  
Coscharis has continued to be 
a considerable contributor to 
N i g e r i a ' s  
economy.Thereafter, the 
success story of  being a noble 
ambassador of  the BMW 
brand in Nigeria made the 
grand entry of  other great 
b r a n d s  l i k e  J a g u a r  
LandRover, Ford, Mini, 
Morris Garages and finally 
the luxurious Rolls-Royce 
brand into the Nigerian 
market with Coscharis as the 
second franchisee in the 
w h o l e  o f  A f r i c a .   
Furthermore, within the auto 
industry Coscharis holds sole 
f ranchise  of  the  Abro 
automotive care brands and 
the car rental franchise for 
Sixt Rent a Car through its 
s u b s i d i a r y  C o s c h a r i s  

Mobility in Nigeria. The 
chairman/CEO is Chief  
Cosmas Maduka, a man of  
great vision and enterprise. 
He has worked so hard that he 
is of  the biggest marker 
movers in Nigeria and his 
business is proudly located in 
Nnewi.  

10. Louis Carter group
The Louis Carter Group is 
o n e  o f  t h e  f o r e m o s t  
indigenous industries located 
in the biggest industrial city of  
West Africa, Nnewi. The 
louis Carter businesses ranges 
from manufacturing of  
automobile parts like brake 
pads and consumables like 
c u s t a r d ,  b o t t l e d  
water,etc.Louis Carter Group 
a l so  impor t s  Tobacco,  
M o t o r c yc l e s ,  G e n e r a l  
products which are commited 
to providing quality products 
to a great choice of  customers 
The head office is located at 
Uruagu, Nnewi, Anambra 
with branches in Abuja, lagos 
and Enugu.

11. Stine Rice Limited
The largest Rice mill in 
Nigeria with production 
capacity of  440 tons per 
day,i.e 10,000 bags of  50kg 
per day. Stine industry is a 
world class rice milling 
company with state-of-art 
f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  m o d e r n  
equipments that can boasts 
meeting the needs of  the 
people with both local and 
expatriate workers on its 
payroll. The Rtine Rice has 
become market leader in local 
rice production in Nigeria as 
well as competing favourably 
on the international stage.

12. First express Aluminum 
The First Express aluminum 
is a seasoned service based 
f i r m  f o r  s u p p l y  a n d  
Installation of  Aluminum 
products and related products 
Such as: Aluminum doors 
and windows, roofing sheets, 
and allied products. The 
company is located at Uruagu 
Nnewi with branches situated 
major parts of  the country. 

MadukaUzodike Egwulonu
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From millionaires to minnows:
The grace to grass story of Heartland

e a r t l a n d ' s Hcampaign in the 
NPFL has been 

blighted by financial issues 
and poor players' welfare, in 
sharp contrast  to their 
n i c k n a m e  N a z e 
Millionaires, a Lagos-based 
national newspaper observes 
as follows;

N i g e r i a n  f o o t b a l l 
followers were left bemused 
December 29, 2020 when 
r e p o r t s  e m e r g e d  t h a t 
Heartland FC, the Owerri-
based Nigeria Professional 
Football League side, were 
stranded in Katsina, where 
they had gone to play their 
o p e n i n g  g a m e  o f  t h e 
2020/21 season against 
Katsina United a day earlier.

The Naze Millionaires, as 
Heartland are nicknamed, 
lost the encounter 3-2, after 
going ahead twice, but 
reports said players and 
officials of  the club were held 
back by the management of  
Fadama View Hotel, where 
they had lodged before the 
g a m e,  f o l l ow i n g  t h e i r 
inability to sort the bills 
incurred at the hotel.

 The incident came after 
the club were handed a two-
window ban from signing 
new players by the League 
Management Company for 
failing to pay the salaries of  
t w o  f o r m e r  p l a y e r s 
Maduabuchi Okereke and 
Fatunwase Olusegun.

Both p layers  had in 
separate petitions to the 
LMC dated November 5, 
2019, complained about 
unpaid dues,  wrongful 
termination of  contract and 
c o m p e n s a t i o n .  W h i l e 
Maduabuchi claimed a total 
of  N10, 400, 000, Fatuwase 
asked for N6, 250,000.

T h e  L M C  o r d e r e d 
Hear t land to  pay both 
players N16.65m.

Also, world body FIFA's 
Disciplinary Committee 
found Heartland guilty of  
breaching their contract with 
Brazilian Santos Da Costa 
Ivo Jorge.

Santos Da Costa joined 
Heartland from Flumenese 
SC of  Joinville, Brazil in 
2018 on a two-year contract 
b u t  w a s  r e p o r t e d l y 
abandoned by the club after 
a change of  management in 
July 2019.

outside because there is no 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r 
players,” Ilechukwu said.

 “They owe me f ive 
months  sa la r y  and  an 
outstanding sign-on fee of  
N1.5m. Do you know what 
it means to be working and 
not get paid? ”

Despite the crisis at the 
club, Ilechukwu performed 
the unlikely when he led 
Heartland to a 2-1 win — 
their third in their opening 
nine games — over his 
former club MFM away at 
the Soccer Temple in Agege, 
Lagos, to bring some relief  to 
their fans.

However, the poor quality 
kits worn by the players in 
L a g o s ,  w h i c h  w a s 
unbranded and without the 
club's logo, and had players' 
names and jersey numbers 
written with a pen, took the 
shine out of  the hard-fought 
win.

An infuriated Lagos-
based spor ts  journalist 
Afolabi Oni wrote on his 
Facebook page after the 
encounter, “The League 
Management Company 
must do something about 
Heartland FC now or risk 
bringing the league into 
disrepute.

“A p a r t  f r o m  o w i n g 
players for months, they 

also told them that they 
could do the jersey branding 
at spor ts shops around 
Ojuelegba, at least players 
names and numbers can be 
imprinted on the jerseys, but 
they didn't heed our advice. 
It was a show of  shame.”

The League Management 
Company consequently 
fined the Owerri-based side 
N1.1m on Tuesday,  to 
further compound their 
misery.

The league body said on 
Twitter, “The acts breached 
Rules B9.7-8 for non-display 
of  name & number on kits & 
B 9 . 2 6  f o r  w e a r i n g 
unregistered kits of  the 
NPFL Framework & Rules.

“A f ixed  pena l ty  o f  
N100,000 is imposed on 
Heartland as well as a fine of  
N1m for the breach.”

Good old days
Located in Owerri North 

Local Government Area of  
Imo State, Naze is one of  the 
first towns that a first-time 
visitor who flies into the state 
gets to see.

It's about eight kilometers 
from Owerri, driving in from 
the Sam Mbakwe Airport.

T h e  c o m m e r c i a l 
community is renowned for 
its farmers markets, 

FIFA ordered the Owerri-
based side to pay the player a 
cumulative $56,000 or face a 
ban  f rom s ign ing  new 
players.

It was learnt that Imo 
State governor, Sen. Hope 
Uzodimma recently came to 
the rescue of  the club when 
he released funds for the club 
to pay the Brazilian.

Heartland's documented 
woes

In a recent edition of  
Monday Night Football on 
SuperSport, sports presenter 
Charles Anazodo described 
H e a r t l a n d ' s  w o e s  a s 
“documented.”

Truly, the issues plaguing 
the club over the years have 
gradually turned a big snag 
for the NPFL.

The c lub,  who were 
formerly camped in Naze, 
near Owerri, have not had a 
camp in over a year.

Last week, an audio clip 
o f  head  coach  F ide l i s 
Ilechukwu lamenting the 
harsh conditions he was 
subjected to at the club went 
viral.

“ W e  d o n ' t  h a v e 
accommodation for the past 
one year, they haven't paid 
for my accommodation, 
sometimes we come back 
from training and we stay 

went to a low level of  
absurdity today (Sunday) 
against MFM when they 
played their game with 
training and unmarked 
jerseys.

“Imagine the game was 
scheduled for live TV? If  
LMC don't act now in a 
decisive fashion, other clubs 
w i l l  h i d e  u n d e r  t h i s 
tomorrow.”

A League Management 
Company official,  who 
spoke on the condition of  
anonymity because he was 
not authorised to speak on 
the issue, said Heartland 
bought  j e r seys  for  the 
encounter on match day.

“They (Heartland) had a 
d e l e g a t i o n  o f  s t a t e 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d 
politicians in their crew, 
these people were putting on 
kits that could have afforded 
the players three jerseys 
each. They were all well 
kitted, but the players were 
not,” the source said.

“Heartland presented 
blue jerseys, which were 
MFM home colour, in the 
morning of  the match; they 
said their traditional red 
colour jerseys were with the 
drycleaners. That's when 
they went to buy another set 
of  red jerseys on the morning 
(Sunday) of  the match. We Continues on pg. 15

Heartland team
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istory is replete Hwith stories of  good 
p e o p l e  w i t h  

intention to deliver and meet 
the yearnings of  their people 
b u t  w e r e  c u t  d o w n  
midstream in the morning of  
their lives. One of  such sad 
stories that hit the Nigeria 
forty five years ago was the 
c a s e  o f  M u r t a l a  
Mohammed. The military 
head of  state, the 4th in the 
history of  the nation, was 
killed in a military coup 
masterminded by Col Buka 
Suka Dimka. 

Dimka's coup ended 
Murtala's 198 days reign in 
power after he had dislodged 
Gen Yakubu Gowon in 
another military putsch. on 
February 13, 1976, he was 
murdered on his way to work 
while he was being driven in 
his official black Mercedes 
Benz car as he was caught up 
in traffic.

According to an account 
“On the day Gen. Murtala 
Muhammed was killed, he 
was driven in an official 
black Mercedes Benz saloon 
car and escorted by his Aide-
de-camp (ADC), Akintunde 
Akinsheinwa, an orderly, 
Michael Otuwu (the only 
survivor of  the attack) and a 
driver. The only visible sign 
of  protection was a pistol 
carried by Michael Otuwu. 
All it took the assailant was 
just a traffic controller who 
while carrying out his duty, 
stopped on the lane the Head 
of  State's Mercedes-Benz car 
was at the time of  the 
incident. 

 “Lt. Col. Dimka and his 
boys opened fire on the 
General's car and killed 
everyone in it except the 
orderly, Michael Otuwu 
who still lives to tell his part 
o f  t h e  s t o r y.  O t u w u  
explained that he had earlier 
seen a man on babanriga 
(Hausa traditional attire) 
a p p r o a c h  t h e i r  c a r  
immediately it stopped (this 
man was later identified to 
be Dimka).

“He (Dimka) shot the 
driver in the head, then other 
soldiers loyal to him ran 
towards the car and opened 
f i r e ” .  H e  f u r t h e r e d ,  
“Mur ta la  would  have  
survived the attack had the 
coup plotters not noticed the 
door of  his car opened 
shortly after it was riddled 
with bullets from AK-47 
assault rifles. The moment 
Dimka's boys noticed the 
opened door; another rain of  
bullets fell on the car and 
killed Murtala this time.”

Dimka and his group 
shortly after made for the 
radio station, the National 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
(NBC) as the then Radio 
Nigeria was called to 

announce his 'heroic feat' 
and the reasons for his 
action. 

“Fellow Nigerians… On 
the 29th July 1975 the 
Government of  General 
Gowon was overthrown. 
“Some of  the reasons given 
for  the  change  were :  
corruption; indecision; 
arrest and detention without 
trial; weakness on the part of  
t h e  H e a d  o f  S t a t e ;  
m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  
general and a host of  other 
malpractice. Every honest 
Nigerian will agree with me 
that since the changeover of  
government, there has not 
b e e n  a n y  p h y s i c a l  
development in the whole 
country generally.” 

On the dismissals and 
re t i rements  o f  publ ic  
servants in the fight against 
corruption and inefficiency, 
Dimka's speech read further: 

“All we have is arbitrary 
dismissal  of  innocent  
N i g e r i a n s  w h o  h av e  
contributed in no fewer 
amounts to the building of  
this great nation… The sad 
point about it all is that those 
who initiated the retirement 
or dismissal exercise are the 
worst offenders. You will be 
informed about the ill-gotten 
w e a l t h  i n  m y  n e x t  
announcement. The people 
of  this country have been 
living in a state of  fear. They 
( re fe r r ing  to  Genera l  
Muhammed and his fellow 
coup plotters that ousted 
Genera l  Gowon f rom 

power) in fact took over 
power to enrich themselves. 

“In view of  what I have 
just said and a lot more 
which time will not permit 
me to mention, we the 
Young Revolutionaries have 
once again taken over the 
G o v e r n m e n t  t o  s av e  
Murtala from total disgrace 
and prevent him from 
committing further blunders 
and totally collapsing the 
country before he runs away 
in the name of  retirement to 
enjoy the huge fortune he got 
through bribe which he has 
now stored outside this 
country. I believe that 
charity should begin at 
home.     

Murtala Mohammed 
mounted the saddle of  
leadership on July 30, 1975 
but was killed less than seven 
months later in an abortive 
coup of  February 13, 1976. 
But before his assassination, 
Murtala Mohammed had 
left his footprints on the 
sands of  time.

His low profile and 
f lamboyance - shunning  
approach to governance; 
zero tolerance for graft, 
ineptitude and laxity; and 
resolution of  issues with 
despatch, which has come to 
be known as 'military 
alacrity,' endeared him to 
most Nigerians but also won 
for him, strident critics and 
enemies, who opposed his 
style.

It was this low profile 

disposition many believe 
that accounted for his killing 
because in relation to the 
cur rent  pract ice  i t  i s  
inconceivable that such a 
high profile person would 
allow himself  be driven on 
such roads where he would 
be trapped by traffic jam. He 
drove without the usual siren 
and huge security details 
that usually announce the 
p r e s e n c e  o f  s u c h  
personalities like him. 

Fast track to the moment, 
our public office holders 
even as  low as  local  
gover nment chairmen, 
commissioners now move 
with pomp and pageantry 
carrying retinue of  security 
personnel without minding 
the cost and inconvenience 
to the government.  

Crucial decisions of  
M u r t a l a  M u h a m m e d  
according to a reported 
account: Benefiting from the 
toppling of  General Yakubu 
Gowon, on account of  
f a i l u r e  t o  m e e t  t h e  
expectations of  Nigerians, 
reneging on returning power 
to civilians, ruling the 
c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  
consultation, neglecting the 
armed forces and being 
insensitive to the yearnings 
of  Nigerians among others, 
Murtala Mohammed had 
before him urgent and 
crucial decisions  take. And 
that he did with dispatch in 
an unmistakable manner. 

Beginning with his first 

broadcast,  Mohammed 
announced a series of  
initiatives, which he pursued 
with a dizzying speed. The 
initial decisions included: 
Retirement of  Gowon, then 
serving military governors 
and some members of  the 
A r m e d  F o r c e s  w i t h  
i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t ;  
reorganizing the structure of  
the Federal Government 
into three organs – the 
Supreme Military Council, 
National Council of  States 
and Federal Executive 
Council; promise to review 
the political programme and 
to set up panels on the 
question of  new states and 
the federal capital; and 
c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  1 9 7 3  
population census and 
reversion to the 1963 census 
among others.

 He was to follow up with 
more concrete steps. He 
announced plans for an 
orderly return to civilian rule 
by October 1, 1979. He 
a p p o i n t e d  a  5 0 - m a n  
Cons t i tu t ion  Draf t ing  
Committee headed by Chief  
Rotimi Williams, to hammer 
out a new constitution for 
the country in readiness for 
the return to civil rule. 
Panels were set up to advise 
on assets investigation of  
some former public officers, 
abandoned properties in the 
three Eastern States, the 
location of  the Federal 
Capital and creation of  more 
states. 

The  admin i s t ra t ion  
announced a 'low profile 
policy for public officers and 
he chose to stay at his home 
in Ikoyi rather than move 
into the more fortified 
Dodan Barracks residence. 
He occasionally startled 
observers by showing up at 
many places such as the Polo 
ground without protection. 
In the weeks leading to his 
assassination he was warned 
to be more cautious but he 
b r u s h e d  a s i d e  a l l  
admonitions.

 A simple leader with 
populist ideas, Murtala 
M o h a m m e d  h a d  n o  
speeding convoys.  He 
re fused heavi ly -armed 
s e c u r i t y  d e t a i l s  a n d  
preferred to stay in the traffic 
with his 'fellow Nigerians' 
until it eased. 

Creation of  seven states: 
He set up a panel headed by 
Justice Ayo Irikefe on the 
creation of  seven more states 
(Niger, Bauchi, Gongola, 
Benue, Ogun, Imo and 
Bendel) to the 12 existing 
ones on December 22, 1975. 
The panel came up with a 
report which was utilized in 
the formation of  new states 
in 1976. 

Making  Abuja  new 
Federal Capital Territory: To 
give the country a befitting 
capi ta l  as  Lagos  was  
becoming over-crowded, 
Mohammed set in motion 
plans to build a new Federal 
Capital Territory. He set up a 
panel headed by Justice 
Akinola Aguda, which 
chose Abuja ahead of  other 
proposed locations. On 
February 3, 1976, 10 days 
before he was killed, he 
made an announcement that 
the Federal Capital would be 
moved to a 'federal territory 
of  about 8,000 square 
kilometres in the central part 
of  the country.'

It is therefore not out of  
place to credit him with 
laying the foundation of  a 
modern Nigeria. His agenda 
for the return of  power to 
civil rule was respected by 
his successor who midwifes 
the civilian regime that 
emerged in 1979. So also 
was the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT). Political 
observers however linked his 
ouster to vengeance by 
Dimka and company who 
felt sympathy for their 
kinsman Gowon. 

It is not in doubt that 
Mohammed had a reformist 
agenda as could be glimpsed 
from so much achieved and 
the foundation laid within 
the 6 months he held office. 
His low profile lifestyle, 
discipline and commitment 
to duty endeared him to 
Nigerians. His loss was one 
death too many.

How Murtala Mohammed's reformist agenda
was mowed down by assassin's bullet 45 years ago
By Afam Echi

Mohammed
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Relationship

ven before  E  quarantining
was de rigueur, many 
p e o p l e  p r e f e r r e d  t o 

celebrate Valentine's Day indoors 
to avoid the hustle and bustle of  the 
holiday. With less than two days 
until the loved up annual holiday, 
it's high time to get to planning 
your festivities for the night, 
whether it's with your friends or 
that special someone. 

We may be limited as to where 
we can go out; there have never 
been more fun date options for 
staying in. The trick, whether 
planning a date or being in a 
relationship, is to really commit to 
it. Go all out with the decor, outfits, 
and food, whatever your date's 
theme may be. Below, we share 10 
ideas for a memorable Valentine's 
Day at home (and most of  them 
can be adapted as an equally fun 
treat with friends). 

1. Have an Indoor Picnic 
Spread out on the living room 

floor with a gourmet spread (we 
like this lobster roll and sea salt 
brownies kit from Maine) and 
bottle of  bubbles. Make sure to set 
the scene with a cheerful picnic 
blanket and pack a basket—they 
are worthwhile purchases if  you 
don't already have them. 

2 .  D i p  E v e r y t h i n g  i n 

f  you really intend to make Iyour long-distance work like 
magic, you can't afford to not 

take these rules seriously.
Be ing  in  a  long -d i s t ance 

relationship could indeed be trying 
and difficult.

There will be days when you'll 
long to just be with your significant 
other, and nights when even video 
calls will not be enough to fill the 
void of  their absence.

Regardless of  this though, you 
can still make the best of  your 
relationship or marriage in your 
partner's absence and the list below 
is just custom-made for you to 
achieve that.

1. Extra effort
While couples who see each 

other every day need to put in effort, 
be trusting, considerate and patient 
with their partners, being in a long-
distance relationship requires you 
to put in an extra effort, be extra-
trusting, extra-caring, extra-
understanding and a lot more 
patient with your partner.

2. Fixed meeting time
C o u p l e s  i n  t h i s  k i n d  o f  

relationship need to have a meeting 
time that nothing should change. A 
weekend, a month, or any agreed 
time that both partners need to 
religiously follow.

Making a promise to be around 
and failing to fulfill such promise 
wil l  add extra tension on a 
relationship that is being stretched 
already, and you don't need that.

And every time you come 
through, you need to come bearing 
gifts. Thoughtful, beautiful ones. 
You can't afford to miss this at any 
point.

3. Communication
This is important for all couples, 

but more important for you. 
Couples who have been denied a lot 

of  things because of  distance 
c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e 
communication,  too.  I t ' s  an 
absolute NO.

I t  i s  no t  even  enough  to 
communicate daily; you need to 
find a way to keep your daily 
conversations interesting, open, 
honest and even sexy.

That way, the spark will remain 
alive till you eventually close that 
distance.

4. The big picture
Instead of  letting yourself  worry 

that your partner might be cheating 
on you where she is, focus on the 
big picture - concentrate on the 
moments shared together, on the 
things you will do together on his or 
her next scheduled visit and other 
positive thoughts.

5. Make every moment count
Because you won't be having the 

same time that other couples have 
with their significant others, you 
have to always look for ways to 
e n j o y  e v e r y  s e c o n d  s p e n t 
together…every meeting, every 
moment…you have to make it 
count.

The more happy memories you 
have, the easier it'll be to get by.

trilogy like the Matrix or Before 
Sunrise and enjoy a luxuriously 
lazy evening on the sofa. Of  
course, you are going to need 
popcorn and candy; splurge on 

ind you, most of  the job Mwill be learnt while on the 
job but this guidelines are 

here to give you the confidence to 
help you kickstart your journey to 
becoming a pro kisser.

1. Fresh breath is key
First things first: stay off  things 

that'd mess up your breath hours 
ahead. Oh, and always remember, 
mint and other breath-freshening 
sweets are your friends here.

2. Timing
Nothing dampens one's mood like 

being rejected, especially if  you're 
going in for a first kiss.

So make sure you watch well 
before going in.

3. Start slow
Go slow at first and increase the 

tempo later. Gentle soft kisses before 
the intense ones.

4. Your Tongue
Tongue use can be great when 

used right.
Use sparingly, carefully if  you are 

unsure and yet to build a rhythm. As 
time progresses with that same 
person, however, you can find a 
rhythm and discover which kind of  
tongue action works best for that 
particular partner.

5. Be in the moment
You need to stay in that moment 

because good kissers will mirror each 
other's movements, so that they're 
both on the same page.

6. Be Spontaneous
Once you have found a balance 

with someone, the rules can be 
switched up at any time.

You don't always have to start 
slow, for example. But that should be 
a f t e r  y o u ' v e  r e a c h e d  a n 

understanding of  each other's 
kissing game.

7. Your hands
Kissing is really not just about 

the lips or tongue. Your hands are 
involved, too. A hand on around his 
neck, hands around her waist, 
back… just know when to get those 

reakups happen every time, Band they are undeniably 
nerve-wrecking affairs. But 

you can get over that relationship 
and your ex in a mature way.

Not only can you move on in a 
dignified way like a boss, you can 
also shorten the time needed for the 
average person to do so. Here's 
how:

1. Don't over-push for closure
Closure is overrated as this 

opinion piece explains - and it's 
true.

To move on quickly, if  your 
partner does not agree to meet up 
or converse about what went 
wrong in the relationship, or 
explain why he/she is breaking up, 
don't push for too long.

No need to delay your healing 
period because of  a closure that's 
never coming. Forget about closure 
and move on.

2. Cry if you feel like it
Forget what Fergie says: big girls 

do cry when they're hurt. If  it hurts 
and it's unbearable and you need an 
avenue to let out those unpleasant 
emotions, just cry it out if  the tears 
come. The tears are significant of  
an emotional purge and that's 

infinitely better than bottling in 
emotions.

3. Get yourself back
Instead of  trying to get them 

back when he or she has obviously 
closed the possibility of  that 
happening in this lifetime, strive 
instead to get yourself  back.

Join a book club, a sports team, 
your work force in church, your 
community cleaning team, a young 
outreach team... anything. Just get 
back to doing stuff  you enjoy.

4. That block button
Do not forget to use it on all 

social media platforms.
5. Take a look in the mirror
Yeah, the breakup hurts and you 

think he or she is an asshole for 
dumping you, and you're probably 
right. But also, it is important to do 
some introspection. What could 
you have done better? Is there a 
chance that you goaded them into 
doing the things they did? What 
l e s s o n s  c a n  b e  t a k e n  i n t o 
subsequent relationships, never 
forget to consider these things, too.

It is important that after a while, 
you wil l  need to get  into a 
relationship, and you have to make 
that better than the previous one.

hands involved.
8. Kissing is not for the lips 

only
Ear lobes, nose, collarbone, and 

the neck— just think of  all those 
nerve endings and all the sexy 
possibilities.

Chocolate 
The problem with a fondue 

night is that when it is over, you are 
left with a fondue kit that will likely 
never get used again. That's why 
these stoneware pots of  Belgian 
chocolate are so genius. Heat them 
up in the microwave and dip away; 
no clean up or storage required. 

3 .  R e l a x  w i t h  a  M ov i e 
Marathon 

One movie? That's just a regular 
Friday night. Giving yourself  
permission to watch as many as 
you want? That's a proper date 
night. Start with Baz Luhrmann's 
Romeo & Juliet or embark on a 

the good stuff. 
4 .Quiz yourselves for Trivia 

Night 
Perk up your Valentine's Day 

dinner conversation by busting 
out this quiz book—it is always 
fun and surprising to learn new 
things about your partner. Or, 
organize a virtual date night and 
team up against other couples 
with virtual Jeopardy. Have 
everyone contribute to a winner's 
pot to amp up the friendly 
competition.

5. Take a Cooking Class 
Make preparing a Valentine's 

Day meal special by signing up for 
a virtual cooking class. Side note: 
this is another great group date 
with friends. 

6. Indulge in Breakfast in Bed 
Simple gestures like breakfast 

in bed become special when you 

take them to the next level. Make 
a huge spread of  their favorite 
things on a cute tray—bonus 
points if  things like pancakes or 
waffles are heart-shaped and serve 
with a favorite book, newspaper 
or magazine. If  cooking isn't your 
strong suit, then order these 
chocolate croissants to serve 
gooey out of  the oven and pick up 
their favorite coffee.

7. Embrace Your Creative 
Side 

A virtual painting class will let 
you unleash your inner artists (or 
at least have a good laugh) and the 
finished results will be fun 
mementos to remember this 
unusual Valentine's Day.

8. Relax for a Spa Day 
If  a spa weekend isn't in the 

cards, pamper yourselves at 
home. Trade off  giving each other 
massages with stress-relieving oil, 
take a long bubble bath, and if  you 
haven't gotten, ahem, distracted 
yet, chill out with hydrating face 
masks. One way or another, you'll 
end the day with a serious 
Valentine's Day glow.

Ideas to celebrate Valentine's Day at home 

Ways to be romantic in a long
distance relationship 

8 easy guides to being a
great kisser 

How to move on from a
bad relationship 



rof. Musa Yakubu, Pd i r e c t o r ,  C e n t r a l 
Research Laboratories, 

and a PhD student at the 
institution's Department of  
Biochemistry, Mrs Hassanat 
Fayemo gave the warning 
while speaking with newsmen 
on their research in Ilorin on 
Monday.

In an online report, experts 
carried out a research on 
“Anti-hyperprolactinemic 
Activity of  Aqueous Extract 
of  Uvaria Chamae Roots in 
Chlorpromazine-induced 
Hyperprolactinemic Female 
Wistar Rats”.

Y a k u b u  d e s c r i b e d 
galactorrhea as a situation 
w h e r e b y  b r e a s t  m i l k  i s 
secreted when a woman is 
n e i t h e r  p r e g n a n t  n o r 
breastfeeding.

He noted that the research 
had been published in the 
globally renowned Journal of  
Ethnopharmacology, saying 
that their findings revealed 
that the condition could occur 
at any point in the life of  a 
person.

“The research also revealed 
that the situation, if  left 
unchecked or untreated could 
culminate in infertility among 
other challenges, on the part 

t is one of  the ways to learn Iabout your body, release 
pent-up sexual energy and 

relief  stress and pain. 
If  you were to ask people 

a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  
masturbation on health, they'll 
readily tell you it is pleasure, of  
course. But are there any 
negative effects you should 
know about?

What is masturbation?
Masturbation is when a 

person stimulates their sexual 
organ to induce an orgasm. 
This act is normal in both men 
and women.

Masturbation: the merits of  
taking your pleasure into your 
hands

Yes, it does have health 
benefits. Most people will never 
admit to taking matters into 
their  own hands.  This is 
because it is a topic people don't 
want to talk about. Sex is hard 
enough to admit, how much 
more masturbation. In fact, it is 
considered something of  a 
taboo in most places. All these 
notwithstanding, masturbation 

become addicted to the point 
where they no longer desire 
sexual contact with other 
people. In extreme cases, 
people who are addicted to 
masturbation have been known 
to shun the outside world just so 
they'll have more time and 
space to masturbate.

2. Loss of energy
Frequent masturbation can 

deplete energy levels in both 
men and women.

3. It can cause premature 
ejaculation in men

When men masturbate, they 
have no pressure to withhold 
ejaculation as they would have 
to if  they were having sex with 
other people. If  this happens 
frequently, they can totally lose 
control of  their ejaculation.

4. Masturbation can cause 
hair loss in men

One o f  the  e f f ec t s  o f  
masturbation on health is that it 
can lead to rapid hair loss or 
t h i n n i n g .  A n  a r t i c l e  i n 
Justdoc.com explains the link 
b e t w e e n  e x c e s s i v e 
masturbation and hair loss in 
men thus:

During masturbation, the 
body releases a seminal fluid 
that contains 90% water and 
10% pro te in .  When  th i s 
seminal fluid is ejaculated too 
often, it might result in a 
protein deficiency, which could 
hasten the process of  hair loss.

While masturbation is a 
normal sexual act, there are 
effects of  masturbation on 
health that you should know 
about. Life is all about balance, 
and so, you should take care not 
to practice too much of  self-
intimacy.

health benefits include:
It allows you to really 

understand your body
For a lot of  people, the first 

initiation into sexual pleasure 
was through masturbation. 
And they most likely didn't stop 
'touching themselves' when 
they eventual ly  had sex. 
Masturbation gives people 
privacy and boldness to explore 
and discover what works for 
them sexually. Once they have 
discovered their  pleasure 
points, they can discuss this 
with their sexual partners, 
which can lead to a richer, more 
exciting sex life.

“When you know what gets 
you off  sexually, your lover will 
learn from you. Sex is awesome 
when you know what you 
want,” Says Jayne Eze, a sex 
therapist and relationship 
counselor in Lagos.

Masturbation will relieve 
stress and get rid of  that 
nagging headache

Are you wondering how a 
short masturbation session can 
melt away your stress and make 

y o u r  a c h e s  a n d  p a i n s 
disappear? The answer is 
simple. The hustle and bustle of  
life can take a toll after a while, 
and masturbation allows you to 
reboot. It isn't always about the 
orgasm. Self-intimacy allows 
you to reconnect with yourself  
in a way no one can fathom.

Additionally, the science 
behind the stress-relieving 
aspect of  self-intimacy is tried 
and true. As with all sexual 
activity, masturbation leads to 
the release of  endorphins—a 
natural pleasure chemical that 
soothes even the most frazzled 
ne r ves.  Once  your  body 
releases endorphins, your 
mood will improve and you will 
sleep better.

Masturbation prevents 
diseases

There's no talking about the 
effect of  masturbation on 
health without mentioning its 
disease prevention abilities in 
men. This article states that 
masturbation can reduce the 
risk of  prostate cancer in men 
who are 50 years and above.

Masturbation eases the 
symptoms of female-related 
pain

Women can manage PMS 
symptoms like pelvic pain and 
back pain by masturbating. 
Hormonal changes at different 
times in a woman's menstrual 
cycle can lead to an increase in 
libido, which is a good thing 
because sex and masturbation 
can provide effective relief.

What are the negative effects 
of  masturbation on health?

1. It could become an 
addiction

M e n  a n d  w o m e n  c a n 

hormones in the body system 
when a woman is either 
pregnant or nursing a baby.

S h e  a d d e d  t h a t  i t s 
occurrence in anyone, when 
neither of  the two occurs was a 
prediction to a physiological 
challenge as a result  of  
excessive secret ion of  a 
hormone, prolactin.

Yakubu, however, revealed 
that research was presently 
ongoing to establish the 
efficacy of  Uvaria chamae 
root, otherwise known as 
Finger root or Bush banana in 
English, Afuru-agu in Igbo 
and Oko aja or Eruju in 
Yoruba and Kaskaifi in Hausa 
t o  t r e a t  t h e  s y m p t o m s 
associated with inappropriate 
secretion of  breast milk.

He explained that  the 
product derived from the roots 
o f  t h e  p l a n t  h a d  b e e n 
effectively used on rats, saying 
that the results generated from 
the research was convincing 
enough to give assurances that 
it would work on man without 
any resultant side effects.

Yakubu, a former Head of  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Biochemistry, said that the 
team was collaborating with a 
South African institution to 
authenticate the universality 

of  the victims.
“Apar t  f rom re peated 

abortions, the condition may 
a l so  be  p rec ip i ta t ed  by 
indiscriminate consumption 
of  drugs, sex addiction, 
exc e s s ive  s m o k i n g  a n d 
uncontrolled stress, among 
o t h e r  p r e va l e n t  s o c i o -
psychological inadequacies,” 
he said.

According to him, the 
condition is prevalent among 
women, it is also possible and 
quite noticeable among men 
who indulge in one or most of  
the antisocial tendencies 
previously stated.

Also speaking, Fayemo said 
that she was propelled to 
embark on the research due to 
the side effects recorded in the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d 
consumption of  some drugs, 
w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e 
c o n d i t i o n  a m o n g  o t h e r 
reasons.

According to  her,  the 
condition is not actually a 
disease, but a symptom of  one 
o r  m o r e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l 
disorders that can constitute a 
menace to the general well 
being of  the sufferer.

Fayemo explained that 
ordinary lactation is brought 
about by the release of  certain 

o f  the  loca l ly  ob ta ined 
solution.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  a s  t i m e 
progresses, the University of  
Ilorin would collaborate with 
a pharmaceutical company 
with a view to producing a 
drug from the roots of  the 
plant that was local to many 
environments in Nigeria.

T h e  e x p e r t s  a d v i s e d 
researchers to give adequate 
consideration to the conduct 
of  more researches on herbs 
with a view to discovering 
more solutions to human 
challenges.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m , 
antidotes obtained from 
natural plants are always 
without side effects, which 
sometimes precipitate other 
medical challenges.

They added that since most 
of  the drugs in use are derived 
from plants, solutions to most 
medical problems are in plants 
and are only waiting to be 
tapped for the benefit of  
humanity.

eeling like your belly Fhas expanded three 
sizes after eating a huge 

meal is not the most pleasant 
sensation.

Some people find it easy to 
ignore the bloated feeling you 
get after eating, especially in a 
society that doesn't like to talk 
about their digestive problems. 
But bloating is a sign that 
something's not right in your 
gut, and you have to take 
action.

According to exper ts, 
bloating happens when gas 
gets trapped in a small section 
of  your intestines. You might 
have been battling with the 
cause of  the bloating. Well, 
some eating or lifestyle habits 
might be responsible for the 
sudden bloating. This article 
w i l l  s h o w  w h y  y o u ' r e 
experiencing sudden bloating.

Below are the reasons 
you're bloated and what you 
can do about it.

1. Food intolerance
This is the biggest reason 

why peop le  su f fe r  f rom 
bloating after eating. It's a 
direct result of  your digestive 
system reacting to something it 
perce ives  as  potent ia l ly 
harmful! You might think 
you ' re  not  in to lerant  to 
anything, but that's very rarely 
the case. Everyone has foods 
that they are sensitive to some 
degree.

Unlike full-blown allergies, 
food intolerances can go 
undetected for years as the 
symptoms can be hard to spot. 
But if  you swell up like a 
balloon after eating a certain 
food, it's a sure-fire sign that 
food is probably not right for 

you!
Try to monitor your body 

system after  taking that 
particular food for a week. 
Then, you'll figure out which 
one it is, so you can avoid 
eating it.

2. Low stomach acid
This is a problem that can 

affect anyone. When our body 
fails to produce enough of  its 
natural digestive juices to 
break down our meal, food 
p a r t i c l e s  p a s s  p a r t i a l ly 
u n d i ge s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
stomach and into the colon, 
which causes cramps, bloating 
and even constipation.

If  you suspect you have low 
stomach acid, try taking a shot 
of  apple cider vinegar before 
your meals. This helps to 
increase hydrochloric acid 
secretion and thus assists in the 
breakdown of  food. 

3. Dehydration
You might be drinking your 

eight glasses of  water per day, 
but that doesn't mean you're 
hydrated. If  you've got a soft 
spot for coffee, tea, or soda, 
you may be sabotaging your 
water reserves. Other common 
causes of  dehydration include 
spending too much time in air-
c o n d i t i o n e d  s p a c e s . 
Remember, your bowels need 
a lot of  water to keep things 
flowing.

4. Constipation
If  your bloating disappears 

after you have visited the toilet, 
there's a good chance it's 
related to constipation. The 
longer your stool sits in your 
colon, the more time there is 
for bacteria to ferment its 
contents, creating more gas.

Adding fiber-rich foods 
such as whole-grain bread, 
almonds, and sweet potatoes 
to your diet will help you 
prevent constipation.

5. Menstruation
You must have noticed that 

your stomach increases during 
y o u r  m e n s t r u a t i o n . 
Fluctuating hormones are 
associated with menstruation. 
During your cycle, you retain 
water in the days leading up to 
your period, which can make 
you bloated as well as crampy. 
Reducing the amount of  salt in 
your diet can help get rid of  the 
bloating.
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l though going into 

Ahistorical archives of  
Igbo race, the concept 

that Igbo enwe eze has become 
dismissive and inoperational in 
our community. Those who 
conceptualized that idea did not 
take comprehensive appraisal of  
the institution of  traditional 
structures in Igbo land. From 
history, we will learn that the Igbo 
race is by nature structured in a 
republican pattern. 

From time immemorial, from 
the emergence of  Igbo race 
Ndigbo have had regard for 
chiefdom, kingship, onyeishi-ala 
( h e a d  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n  a  
c o m mu n i t y. )  h i s t o r i c a l ly,  
republicanism does not exist in 
isolation or in a vacuum. What 
this concept means is that, in a 
gathering of  Igbo race at whatever 
level beginning from family, there 
is always somebody at the head. 

For example, at the family 
level, the most family senior 
member of  the lineage is the head, 
at the kindred level, the oldest 
member of  the number one family 
is the head, at AMA-ala level, it is 
the most elderly from the most 
senior family lineage is the head. 

At village level known as the 
Aladimma because of  i t s  
structure, the head of  such 
institution is usually elected 
beginning with the most senior 
family in that community. 
Therefore in every Igbo gathering 
there must be a head, chairman or 
a leader usually chosen is the first 
and most senior in the family or 
kindred.

The  re pub l i can  na ture  
ascribable to the Igbo race 
emanates from the fact that in 
Igbo gathering everybody, indeed 
everybody has equal right to 
contribute his or her opinion to 
every issue that is being discussed. 
Let it be made clear here that there 
is a difference between seniority 
and respect. In Igbo culture, there 
is emphasis on seniority hence 
there is the institution of  age 
grade system.

 Every community today has 
in existence a system of  initiating 
maturing young men into 
appropriate age grades. Many 
communities have different 
ceremonies to initiate maturing 
young men into certain age grade. 
For long in Igbo communities, the 
institution of  the age grade is an 
important mobilisation force. 
T h e y  a r e  g i v e n  s p e c i a l  
a s s i g n m e n t s  i n  s o m e  
communities. Sometimes they are 
organised and mobilised to 
undertake some community 
responsibilities.

I can recall with great 

satisfaction that working as a state 
MAMSER director in old Imo 
and Anambra states in today's 
southeast states, I visited every 
tradit ional  r uler  in ever y 
community and from where I 
learnt of  some uniqueness of  
some age-grade system. For 
example, in Abiriba community 
in today's Abia State, I observed 
with great interest that age-grade 
system in Abiriba is highly 
organised ,  mobi l i sed  and 
respected. 

There is one square with a 
very big tree in the centre. This 
was the gathering of  the 
community of  Abiriba. The 
square is divided into segments 
and cluster of  huts built by each 
age grade. And once one comes 
into the square, one goes to the 
age -g rade ' s  hu t  fo r  the i r  
convenience. In this regard, there 
is order. The issue of  “Igbo Enwe-
eze” should be removed from our 
cu l tu ra l  l ex i con .  Th i s  i s  
completely absurd and does not 
hold water. In almost every Igbo 
community, one is bound to join 
an age-grade.

Thus, the Igbo race is an 
organized race with age-grade 
system which helps in different 
developmental projects and this 
brings analysis to the importance 
of  the Igbo culture. Today, every 
community in Igbo race must 
appoint an Igbo traditional ruler 

known as Eze or Igwe depending 
on what each community uses.

 However, some communities 
use different titles but within the 
Igbo core nationalities, Eze or 
Igwe are most commonly used. 
Many years ago before and after 
the colonial administrations, the 
title of  chiefs was adopted. These 
chiefs then were appointed to 
r e g u l a t e  c o m m u n i t y  
responsibilities. 

Their responsibilities were to 
collect taxes on behalf  of  the 
colonial powers. They have the 
power of  maintaining peace and 
tranquility in communities. In 
some places then, they were 
representatives of  the colonial 
powers. But since independence 
in Igbo race, most of  these 
inst i tut ions sur vived with 
permanent recognition to the 
effect that in some areas such as 
Onitsha, Orlu, Oguta, Obosi, 
Oba, etc, such institutional 
lineage has remained transfixed 
and it has become hereditary by 
some families. 

However, since 1976, there 
has been prol i ferat ion of  
chieftaincy institutions leading to 
some conflict. But with modern 
developments, some people with 
affluence and influence have been 
rested with these authorities of  
original holders. These conflicts 
are more in Imo, Anambra, Abia 
and Enugu states where the 

authorities of  traditional rulers 
have become very significant. 

Unfortunately, since the 
administrations of  Mbakwe, 
Evan Enwerem, Udenwa, Rochas 
Okorocha the institution of  the 
Ezeship has been bastardised and 
their power almost rubbished 
particularly during the time of  
Rochas Okorocha. He was 
r e p o r t e d  t o  h ave  t u r n e d  
traditional rulers to a classroom 
formation in which they were 
forced to line up and do a match 
past in his honour. Thank God 
this level of  humiliation has 
disappeared. 

And I must be quick to add 
that  the  s ty le  of  Rochas  
Okorocha's abrakadabra, who 
organized traditional rulers 
council and gave them a befitting 
secretariat and introduced certain 
measures to their status. These 
notwithstanding, traditional 
rulers have become important 
institutions in our culture because 
of  the type of  roles they play.

Today, traditional institution 

in Igbo world is an important 

institution requiring community 

“to shine their eyes before electing 

or assigning someone to be a 

ruler”. Time has gone when 

anybody could be selected to fill 

the vacancy of  the traditional 

ruler. Time is gone when people 

of  low mentality and means 

should be selected as traditional 

ruler.

Anybody that  must  be 

selected should be educated in 

order to grasp certain local issues 

to be able to proffer solutions. 

Time is gone when a traditional 

ruler is a beggar. It is not 

mandatory that he should be a 

rich person but a person with 

visible means of  livelihood who 

should be able to plough 

something into his community 

and not taxing his subjects to be 

collecting food items from. Those 

who have vacancies in their 

communities to fill must not be 

induced to select those who will 

create more problems for the 

community. 

One to be selected as a 

traditional ruler today must be 

one of  good character with the 

ability to proffer solutions to 

c o m m u n i t y  p r o b l e m s .  

Traditional title of  Ezeship or 

Igweship must be modernised and 

should go in line with our level of  

civilisation and modernity. It is no 

longer for everybody. It should go 

to those who have civility of  the 

mind and mental intellect but 

above all it should go to those who 

understand the importance of  

tradition.

Concept of Igbo enweghi 
eze (has no king) absurd

Eze Nri Ènweleána II Obidiegwu Onyeso(MFR)Eze Nri Ènweleána II Obidiegwu Onyeso(MFR)Eze Nri Ènweleána II Obidiegwu Onyeso(MFR)
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vegetable stands, and large 
churches.

But football brought the 
s m a l l  t o w n  t o  g l o b a l 
limelight when Heartland, 
then known as Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale, set up a camp 
there.

The club, founded by Imo 
State in 1976 and named 
Spartans of  Owerri, was 
acquired by businessman 
a n d  p o l i t i c i a n ,  C h i e f  
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu in 
1985, and he significantly 
turned around the fortunes 
of  the hitherto struggling 
side to a powerhouse, not 
just in Nigeria, but in Africa.

The  bus iness  mogul 
brought in the finest players 
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h e n , 
including Thompson Oliha, 
Uche Okechukwu, Ben 
I roha,  Et im Es in ,  and 
Edward Ansah and handed 
them excellent packages, 
including a three-week 
training tour of  Brazil, brand 
new cars and houses at Naze.

A n d  t h e  r e s u l t  wa s 
instant. In their first season 
as Iwuanyanwu Nationale, 
they finished runners-up in 
the  Niger ian  top f l igh t 
league.

T h e y  w e r e  d u l y 
n i c k n a m e d  N a z e 
Millionaires and went on to 
dominate the local scene 
w i t h  t h e i r  a r r a y  o f  
established stars.

“I joined Nationale in 
1987 as the most expensive 
footballer in Nigeria. It was 
inside the 505 Peugeot car 
that Chief  Iwuanyanwu gave 
me that robbers attacked and 
shot me same year,” retired 
m i d f i e l d e r  E t i m  E s i n 
recounted the state of  the 
club during his era.

They would go on to win 
four straight league titles in 
the following four seasons. 
In 1988,  they won the 
d o u b l e,  b e a t i n g  F l a s h 
Flamingoes 3-0 in the FA 
Cup final, as well as reaching 
the CAF Champions Cup 
final, winning 1–0 in the first 
leg tie in Ibadan, before 
losing 4–0 in Constantine, 
Algeria in the return leg 
versus Entente Setif.

In the 1990s they also 
held sway, winning a fifth 
league title in 1993. They 
also won the league in 1999, 
but ended up losing the title 

d i s s o l ve  a  b o a r d  d u ly 
instituted by the governor of  
the state.”

C h a r l e s  E z e k w e m , 
immediate past chairman of  
the  c lub  and a  former 
People's Democratic Party 
chairman in the state, alleged 
that accusations of  funds 
misappropriation by his 
board were targeted at the 
removal of  Onyemaobi, who 
was eventually replaced by 
t h e  r e t u r n i n g  I f e a n y i 
Chukwudi.

“I know that I'm not the 
target in this crisis, but the 
GM (Onyemobi). So, if  he is 
sacked, I will resign because 
I know he is a performing 
GM,” Ezekwem said.

In an interesting twist, 

Iwuanyanwu, who currently 
oversees  the af fa irs  of  
Heartland, was quizzed on 
p l a n s  b y  t h e  s t a t e 
government to properly fund 
the club and pay outstanding 
salaries, he replied, “I would 
call.”

He however didn't call as 
at the time of  filing this 
report.

Players'poor treatment
For the players, it's been 

tales of  lamentations.
Findings show that seven 

players and members of  the 
technical crew are owed six 
months' salary arrears by the 
present board.

Last August, goalkeeper 
Ekoi Agbor said that he 
borrowed N300, 000 to bury 
his late mother, having been 
owed seven months' wages 
by the club.

“I borrowed N300, 000 to 
b u r y  my  m o t h e r  a f t e r 
Heartland failed to pay my 
outstanding salaries,” he 
said.

The shotstopper says he 
was forced to quit the club, 
following the continuous 
non-payment of  his salaries 
and allowances.

“As I speak with you, 
Heartland stil l  owe me 
N3.6m. How can I remain at 
such a club? It's better to look 
elsewhere,”Agbor said.

But it had never been like 
this, laments Etim.

“In our camp in Naze 
then, we had everything; 
chefs, physiotherapists, 
doctors and we lived like 
kings. We were never owed 
a n d  w e  g o t  t h e  b e s t 
treatment.”

Today, the millionaires 
have been sent packing from 
Naze and are now resident in 
a property in Orlu. The state 
government, it was gathered, 
p a i d  f o r  t h e  n e w 
accommodation last week.

“Heartland has left Naze 
after  the owner of  the 
property took over because 
the club couldn't pay. I learnt 
it's even been demolished,” 
Agbor said.

A football journalist, a 
regular visitor to the Naze 
Camp during their glory 
days, sums up the fortunes of  
t h e  f o r m e r  N i g e r i a n 
champions.

“There are no millions 
there (Naze) any more, if  
anything, Heartland are now 
glorified tenants.”

to Lobi Stars in the inaugural 
Super League play-off, as 
well as finishing runners-up 
in the FA Cup to Plateau 
United.

They were also consistent 
in continental competitions.

Turning point
On February 7, 2006, the 

Imo State Government re-
acquired ownership of  the 
c l u b  f r o m  C h i e f  
Iwuanyanwu and renamed it 
Heartland FC.

Ever since, the club has 
s t r u g g l e d  t o  m e e t  t h e 
standards set by the previous 
owner, though they won the 
FA Cup in 2011 and 2012 
and the Nigerian Super Cup 
(2011 and 2012) and reached 
t h e  f i n a l  o f  t h e  C A F 
Champions League in 2009 
under the ownership of  the 
Imo government afterwards.

In 2016, the club was 
relegated to the country's 
second-t ier  league,  but 
staged an immediate return 
to the topflight the next 
season.

However, it was learnt 
that power play, political 
bickering, intrigues and 
scramble for juicy positions 
in the club by politicians 
have wreaked havoc on the 
f i v e - t i m e  N i g e r i a n 
champions,  which  has 
largely affected the welfare 
of  players and officials.

These off-the-pitch issues 
have played a huge part in 
Heartland's dwindling on-
field performances, with 
well-documented scandals 
of  non-payment of  players' 
and officials' salaries, despite 
reported financial backing 
f r o m  t h e  I m o  S t a t e 
Government.

It was learnt that the club 
receive N30m monthly 
allocation from the Imo 
State Government, with 
N17m budgeted for players 
and staff  salaries, but club 
officials have often been 
a c c u s e d  o f  f u n d s 
misappropriation.

Last year, the Imo State 
sports commissioner, Chike 
Ogu was involved in a widely 
publicised rift with the 
management board of  the 
club, which led to the board's 
dissolution.

B u t  t h e n  G e n e r a l 
M a n a ge r  o f  t h e  c l u b , 
Godson Onyemaobi insisted 
Ogu “lacked the locus standi 
(authority and power) to 

E z e k w e m  h a d  s a c k e d 
Chukwudi in 2019, and 
brought on his preferred 
candidate Onyemaobi.

B u t  G o v e r n o r 
Uzodimma overturned the 
decision last October, when 
he reappointed Chukwudi as 
the club's GM, forcing out 
Ezekwem in the process.

D u r i n g  h i s  t i m e , 
Ezekwem slashed players' 
salaries, saying the decision, 
wh ich  had  goa lkee pe r 
I k e c h u k w u  E z e n w a ' s 
monthly wages cut from 
N700,000 to N500,000, was 
“in full agreement with all 
the players.”

W h e n  t h e  D e p u t y 
Speaker, Imo State House of  
A s s e m b l y ,  A m a r a 

...The grace to grass story of Heartland
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head of  the  2021 

AAFCON Qualifiers 
a g a i n s t  B e n i n 

Republic on March 22, Coach 
Gernot Rohr is tinkering with 
strategy that would secure 
Super Eagles an away win in 
Cotonou.

wadwo Asamoah has Kthanked Cagliari for 
'the opportunity' and 

vowed to help the Casteddu 
'overcome a difficult time'.

T h e  f o r m e r  I n t e r  a n d 
Juventus winger has moved to 
Sardinia as a free agent and the 
32-year-old thanked everyone 
at the Casteddu.

“I'm happy to be here in 
Cagliari,” he said at a press 
conference. “I thank everyone 
who gave me the opportunity 
to make this choice.

“Cagliari are a great team 
and I'm happy to have had the 
opportunity to come here to 
play.

“ T h e  t e a m  a r e  w e l l 
structured, there are both 
e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  yo u n g 
players.”

Asamoah has played 270 
Serie A games during his time 
in Italy, including 134 games 
for Udinese between 2008 and 
2012.

“I will be able to lend a great 
hand, because in my opinion 
we lack nothing to do well,” he 
continued. “We are going 
through a difficult time but we 
will overcome it together.

“I can play in many positions, 
but the coach will decide. I'm 
ready to give my best for the 
team and the city, that's what I 
know how to do.

“In Serie A, you must stay 
positive and always give 100 
per cent.”

T h e  f o r m e r  G h a n a 
international has signed a deal 
until the end of  the campaign 
and said his reception was 
'incredible'.

“From the day I arrived, I was 
received in an incredible way,” 
Asamoah said. “I don't feel like 
a new player, I feel like I'm at 
home.

“Even in the city, I met very 
nice and quiet people, so I'm 
happy to be here.”

Cagliari are 18th in Serie A 
with 15 points from 21 games 
a n d  h o s t  A t a l a n t a  t h i s 
weekend.

o r l d  f o o t b a l l 

W–governing body, 
FIFA, has once 

more emphasised its zero 
tolerance for third party and 
political interference in the 
a f f a i r s  o f  i t s  M e m b e r 
Associat ions,  dec lar ing 
unambiguously that such 
would, without fail, always 
attract heavy sanctions from 
the world body, including the 

c o u n t r y ' s  C h a i r m a n  o f  
Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  O ve r s i g h t 
Committee for Sports, and the 
resolution issued after the 
meeting.

“ We  t o o k  n o t e  o f  t h e 
resolution issued on 5 February 
2021 by the Chairman of  the 
Pa r l i a m e n t a r y  O ve r s i g h t 
Committee for Sports, which 
appears to have instructed the 
Independent Committees and 

matter is being adjourned.
“In this context, we 

would like to remind you 
that according to art.14 par 
1 and article 19 par 1 of  the 
FIFA statutes, all Member 
Associat ions of  FIFA 
including SLFA are obliged 
to manage their affairs 
independently and without 

suspension of  the affected 
Member Association.

I n  a n  o f f i c i a l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  d a t e d 
Tuesday, 9th February 2021 
and addressed to the General 
Secretary of  the Sierra Leone 
Football Association, FIFA 
frowned at a recent summon 
issued to the SLFA, its 
independent committees, and 
j u d i c i a l  b o d i e s  b y  t h e 

judicial bodies of  the SLFA to 
put the ongoing electoral 
process on hold while the 

undue influence from third 
p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Government Authorities.”

It added that “any breach 
of  this obligation may lead 
to sanctions as provided in 
the FIFA statutes, which 
may  a l so  inc lude  the 
suspension of  the Member 
Association.”

interview .“ The players are 
doing well in their various 
clubs.

“The injured players are 
getting back and I am hopeful 
we will have a difficult choice 
to do the list because of  the 
fitness of  the players.

“The plan for the moment is 
to ensure that the players are fit 
for the crucial games and we 
are st i l l  unbeaten in the 
competition and we want to 
f i n i s h  w e l l .  “
The erstwhile coach of  Niger 
a n d  G a b o n  w o u l d  a l s o 
highlight the technical details 
of  the Beninese, adding he 
want a focused Super Eagles in 
Cotonou.

He said: “We will try to do it 
(win)  in  Benin Republ ic 
because our opponents are very 

verton's Richarlison Ehas said that Edinson 
Cavani's horror tackle 

would have broken his ankle,
M a n c h e s t e r  U n i t e d ' s 

Edinson Cavani has been hit 
w i t h  a  t w o - m a t c h 
international ban for his 
horror tackle.

The Brazilian said: “I think 
it was a ball dispute, he went 
over the top.

“If  my foot was stuck it 
might have even broken my 
ankle, but I think it wasn't 
bad.”

The 33-year-old striker 
received a straight red as his 
Uruguay side lost 2-0 to 
Brazi l  in  a  World Cup 

qualifier in November.
The 71st-minute incident 

saw Cavani nastily stamping 
on his fellow Premier League 
star's ankle.

Uruguay face two crunch 
qualifying matches at the end 
o f  nex t  month  aga ins t 
Argentina and Bolivia.

But the former Paris Saint-
Germain and Napoli striker 
will not be available for either 
game.

T h a t  i s  d u e  t o  F i f a 
confirming that the veteran's 
punishment would be a two-
game suspension.

However, the news will no 
doubt  be  welcomed by 

United boss Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer.

The star has made a huge 
impact since arriving at 
Old Trafford as a free 
agent last year.

He has already found the 
net six times and provided 
two assists in the top-flight 
to establish himself  ahead 
of  Anthony Martial as a 
first-choice striker.

Now his manager will be 

thankful the experienced 

frontman will not have to 

make the long trip to 

S o u t h  A m e r i c a  n ex t 

month and will instead be 

kept fresh for the run-in.

Cavani is likely to be in 

action when United battle 

West Brom this Saturday.

The German,  however, 
admitted selection challenge 
due to the fitness of  most of  the 
players in their various clubs in 
Europe.

“We are watching the games 
in Europe with my scouting 
teams,” Rohr said in  an 

experienced with a lot of  
speed.

“I hope to have everybody 
with no injury concern coupled 
with good travelling 
a r r a n g e m e n t s 
b e c a u s e  I 
prefer all the 
p l a y e r s 
c o m i n g 
f r o m 
E u r o p e 
f l y 
directly 
t o 
Coton
o u 
rather 
t h a n 
goin
g 
through Abuja or Lagos where 
they will be hoping to see their 
families.”
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