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 Traditional ruler in 

AIsiagu community in 
Awka South Local 

G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra state, Igwe Austin 
Nwankwo, has dragged one of  
his subjects, Chief  Ben Ifeatu, 
before a Magistrate Court 
1,sitting in Awka for failure to 
r e c o g n i z e  h i m  a s  t h e  
traditional ruler.
Igwe Nwankwo is praying the 
court to compel Ifeatu to begin 
to address him properly as the 
traditional ruler of  the 
kingdom.

He told the court  on 
Wednesday, that Ifeatu had 
continued to address him as 
Chief  Austin Nwankwo, 
instead of  addressing him as 
His Royal Majesty Igwe 
Austine Nwankwo, and with 
that he had continued to incite 
o the r  members  o f  the  
community against him.

" Chief  Ifeatu had continued 
to address me as Chief  Austin 
Nwankwo, when he is aware I 

am his traditional ruler. When 
he started contending my 
position as traditional ruler of  
Isiagu ancient kingdom, I 
tendered my certificate of  
recognition in the court. 
Government of  Anambra 
State gave me certificate as 
traditional ruler of  Isiagu; I 
am also the chairman of  Awka 
South Traditional Rulers 
Council. When I tendered the 
certificate in the High Court, 
none of  Chief  Ifeatu and his 
counsel, N.O Nwadinobi, 
raised any objection; yet, he 
had continued to address me 
as mere chief,” he said.

Ifeatu, in his response, told 
the   court that he cannot 
recognize  Austin Nwankwo, 
as the traditional ruler of  
Isiagu ancient kingdom in 
A w k a  S o u t h  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t  A r e a  o f  
Anambra State.

He said “I will not recognize 
him as my traditional ruler. 
Only he knows how and 
where he got the certificate of  
recognition. So, it behooves 
on him to prove to the court 
that he is the authentic 

traditional ruler,”
The defense counsel, Mr. 

N.O Nwadinobi, explained to 
the court that his client had 
r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e d  
Nwankwo as traditional ruler 
because, according to him, the 
traditional stool of  the 
community was still subject to 
contention at the  state High 
Court, Awka.

Counsel to the plaintiff, 
Igwe Nwankwo, Mr. E.E 
Ogbebe, told the court that his 
client, Igwe Austin Nwankwo, 
remained the traditional ruler 
of  the community, having 
gotten his certificate of  
r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
Anambra State government.

According to him, since his 
certificate is from Anambra 
State government, therefore, 
he must be accorded respect 
and recognition as traditional 
ruler.

“He received certificate of  
recognition from the state 
government as the recognized 
traditional ruler of  Isiagu 
ancient kingdom. He is also 
the chairman of  Awka South 
Traditional Rulers Council. 

He attends meetings of  
traditional rulers in the state. 
All these prove the fact that he 
is a traditional ruler.

“The government that 
recognizes him as traditional 
ruler is still there. The 
defendant should feel free to 
seek clarification from the 
state. He can, as well, sue the 
state for issuing the certificate. 
He can also approach the 
police authorities to stop Igwe 
Nwankwo from parading 
himself  as traditional ruler, if  
he feels aggrieved.

“But as long as Igwe 

Nwankwo remains the person 
in the possession of  the staff  
of  office or certificate of  
recognition, he has the legal 
right to function as traditional 
ruler. And he must be 
recognized by everyone, 
however aggrieved; until the 
status quo is changed by a 
c o u r t  o f  c o m p e t e n t  
jurisdiction,” he said.

In her ruling, the Chief  
Magistrate, Mrs O.N Ike, told 
counsel to the plaintiff  to 
apply officially in writing so 
that the court will  study the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  a c t  
accordingly.

“Let the truth be told: since 
he has tendered his certificate 
in court, which is deemed to 
have been issued by the state, it 
is proper to address him as 
Igwe; until it is proved 
otherwise by the court. 
However, I will advise counsel 
to the plaintiff  to apply 
officially to enable the court 
act appropriately,” she said. 
The matter was adjourned till 
March 17, for continuation of  
hearing.

Anambra traditional ruler drags subject 
to court for failure to address him as king 
From Maduako Eleweke,
Awka

n unidentified driver, 

Ao n  W e d n e s d a y  
evening, crushed a 

yet-to-be identified adult male 
along Ihiala Owerri road.
Eyewitness accounts has it 

that the man was found lying 
in the pool of  his blood by the 
road side after he was run over 
by unidentified driver.
Confirming the accident in a 

statement, the State Sector 

Public Education Officer of  
the Federal Road Safety Corp 
FRSC, SRC Edor Florence, 
said the Rescue team from 
FRSC Ihiala Command was 
alerted, on getting to the 
scene, found the man lying in 
pool of  his own blood, and 
there was nothing to identify 
him. 
She said the man was taken 

to Arch Angel hospital where 
he was confirmed dead by the 
Doctor on duty, and his body 
has  been  de pos i t ed  a t  
mortuary.
And the DPO Uli police 

station and his men were also 

at the scene of  the crash.
Meanwhile  the  Sector  

Commander Anambra State 
Command, Mr. Andrew 
Kumapayi, has warned drivers 
to avoid speeding especially in 
built up areas, and advised 
that they should use the 
maximum speed limit of  
50km per hour. 
He also warned pedestrians 

to be watchful when walking 
along the road and not be 
distracted, but use the safest 
means of  crossing the road if  
need be.

Hit and run driver kills one in 
Anambra
From Ovat Mike,
Onitsha

Anambra police nab 4 suspected armed robbers, recover fire arms
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

nambra state police 

Ac o m m a n d  h a s  
arrested four alleged 

criminal suspects terrorising 
residents of  Awka, Nkpor, 
Awada and Ukpor axis.

The suspects were said to 
have been arrested following 
intelligent resports.

 Confirming the report, 
police public relations Officer, 
CSP Haruna Mohammed, 
said, "Following review of  its 
crime prevention strategies 
and prompt response to 
distress calls in the year 
2021,the Command has 
recorded cases of  interest to 
members of  the public during 
the week under review as 
follows,

"On 18/1/2021 police 
operatives attached to B' 
Division Awka responded to a 
distress call of  robbery 
incident at Maja Awka and 
arrested one Chime Raymond 
Ugwu 'm' aged 27years native 
of  Amachala village, Enugu 

Ezike Nsukka in Enugu State. 
Exhibits recovered from the 
suspect include a cut to size 
locally made pistol and one 
cartridge. Suspect was beaten 
to stupor by the mob and was 
taken to police hospital for 
treatment".

"Similarly, on 19/1/2021 at 
a b o u t  9 : 3 0 p m ,  p o l i c e  
operatives attached to Awada 
division responded to a 
distress call of  suspected 
armed robbers and arrested 

one Ifeanyichukwu Okoye 'm' 
aged 26years of  Owelleaja 
community. Suspect and his 
accomplices presently at large 
allegedly stabbed a middle 
aged man and snatched his 
infinix Hot 5 mobile phone at 
Owelleaja. 

Exhibit recovered from the 
s u s p e c t  i n c l u d e s  o n e  
fabricated rifle".

"Also on 19/1/2021 at 
about 10:pm, police patrol 
team attached to Isiowulu 

Division responded to a 
distress call at Nkpor junction 
and arrested one Friday Igwe 
'm'  of  Obosi .  Exhibi ts  
recovered from the suspect 
includes one live ammunition 
of  7.65 mm, four(4) different 
shoulder bags, two handsets 
and one tricycle with REG 
NO.WER 304 WC used by the 
syndicates to perpetrate the 
crime".   

" F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o n  
1 5 / 1 / 2 0 2 1  a t  a b o u t  

5:45pm,following intelligence 
report police operatives 
attached to Ukpor Division 
arrested one Ogbogor Martins 
'm' aged 29years of  Ketogwa 
Obodo Cross Rivers State but 
resides at Amadin village 
Ukpor. 

“Exhibits recovered from 
the suspect include one 
Double barrel pump action 
and three empty magazines of  
AK 47 rifles. All cases are 
under investigation after 

which suspects would be 
brought to book".

“ C o n s e q u e n t l y,  t h e  
Commissioner of  police CP 
John B.Abang, once again 
reassure 'Ndi Anambra' of  
their safety and urged them 
not to relent in providing 
timely information through 
the emergency number 112 or 
07039194332 for prompt 
response,” the statement 
added.

traditional rulers of  the two 
communities to speak to their 
subjects to sheath their swords 
and maintain peace while 
solutions to the protracted 
land border dispute are 
achieved by the panel.
Other members of  the panel 
include; Dr.Mrs Uju Nworgu, 
State Attorney General, 
M r s . O n u i g b o  N d i d i  
permanent secretary to state 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a l s o  
Mr.Bonaventure Enemali 
Commissioner for lands in the 
state amongst others.

Ebonyi PDP exco dissolution: Judge withdraws from Nwaebonyi's suit 
From David Eze, 
Abakaliki

he suit filed by Chief  TO n y e k a c h i  
N w a e b o n y i  

challenging the dissolution of  
t h e  S t a t e  E x e c u t i v e  
Committee of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
suffered a setback as Justice 
Vincent Nwanchor of  the 
Ebonyi State High Court who 
is handling the case, has 
recused himself  from the 
matter. 

The suit was to be ruled on 
the 18th of  this month but was 
adjourned till January 20 this 
m o n t h  f o l l o w i n g  a n  
application by Counsel to the 
Defendants, Chief  Mudi 
Erenede that they had filed an 
appeal on the jurisdiction of  
the State High court.

This is the third time in a 
row a Presiding Judge is 
recusing himself  from the case 
after Justice Elvis Ngene and 
the state's Chief  Judge, Justice 
Anslem Nwigwem, did same 
some weeks ago when the 
matter was handed over to 
them.

At the resumed sitting, 
Erenede tendered another 
app l i ca t ion  ask ing  the  
Presiding Judge, Justice 
Nwanchor to recuse himself  
on grounds that he was a 
brother  to  the  Deputy  
Governor of  the state, Dr.  
Kelechi Igwe, who is an 
interested party in the suit.

H e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  
Presiding Judge failed to 
protect him in the last 
adjourned date when Counsel 
t o  C h i e f  O n y e k a c h i  
Nwaebonyi,  Chief  Roy 
Nweze, threatened to slap him 

and therefore urged him to 
'step aside'.

But in his counter motion, 
Counsel to Chief  Nwebonyi 
urged the court to dismiss the 
application as the claim of  
brotherhood with the deputy 
governor would not taint his 
judgment.

He also averred that there 
was no factual evidence to 
support the claim that he 
threatened to slap counsel to 
the defendants.

After listening to the 
arguments, the Presiding 
Judge, Justice Nwanchor 
ruled that he could not deny 
the fact that he was of  the 
same community with the 
deputy governor of  the State 
and therefore recused himself  
to protect the integrity of  the 
court.

Speaking with  Journalists  
shortly  after the court sitting 

in Abakaliki,  
Barr Onyekachi Nwebonyi 

said, "It's  very unfortunate  
today  is the second day we are 
expecting the ruling of  the 
court but the defendants in 
there usual way continued  to 
truncate the proceedings  of  
the court in this matter, and 
have again raised another 
issue of  bias on the side of  the 
court which is apparently  
unfounded,  but the court for  
the interest of  Justice have just 
r ecused   he r se l f  f rom 
continuing  hearing the matter 
a n d  h a s  a c c o r d i n g l y  
transferred  the matter and I 
believe  that the court in no 
time will reasign the case to 
another court.

"I want to put the record 
straight, that this is a delay 
tactics by the defendants 
knowing  fully well that the 
law is not on their side".

T h e  S t a t e  C a r e t a k e r   

Chairman  PDP, Ebonyi State 
chief  Fred Udeogu on his part, 

refuted  the accusation by 
Nwebonyi, but maintained  
that his party has come this far 
because they have been 
presenting the facts in the 
court.

The counse l  to  Fred 
Udeogu's led PDP caretaker 
committee  Chief  Mudi  
Erenede commended the 
judge for doing the proper 
thing.

"The outcome of  the court 
is that the court has done what 
the law expects of  him and he 
has sent the case file to the 
chief  judge to reassign to any 
judge of  his choice so that is 
the stage we are when they 
bring a new judge we will go 
there and determine what will 
happen".

Nigerian govt extends teachers' 
retirement age
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Awka

he Federal Executive TC o u n c i l  ( F E C )  o n  
Wednesday approved the 

extension of  Nigerian teachers' 
retirement age from 60 to 65 
years.
The Minister of  Education, 

Adamu Adamu, disclosed this 
to State House correspondents 
at the end of  the FEC meeting 
presided over by President 
Muhammadu Buhari at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja.
According to him, the council 

approved a document titled: 
“Harmonized Retirement Age 
for Teachers Bill, 2021.”

He added that the ministry 
would forward the bill to 
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  f o r  
consideration and possible 
approval.
The government is also seeking 

legal backing to new measures 
to improve the teaching 
profession in the country.
Apart from retirement age, the 

minister said the government 
would seek the parliament's 
consent for an extension of  
teachers' years of  service from 
35 years to 40 years.
Adamu said other highlights of  

the bill include the introduction 
of  bursary, posting allowances 
to rural areas and other 
measures meant to attract the 
best brains to the teaching 
profession.

he Anambra State 

Tg o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
instituted a panel of  

inquiry on the land border 
dispute between two warring 
communities of  Aguleri and 
Umuleri in Anambra East 
L.G.A. This in the effort to 

bring enduring peace to the 
two communities
A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p a n e l  
members, Dr. Nkem Okeke, 
D e p u t y  G o v e r n o r  o f  
Anambra State said that it is in 
the interest of  the state 
government to bring lasting 
peace to the two communities. 
He lamented that the dispute 
had been re-occurring over the 
years even at government's 

interventions to bring peace.
The government is poised 
more than ever before to find a 
last ing solut ion to the 
protracted  land border  
dispute, the deputy governor 
maintained.
Okeke told the 15 member 
panel headed by Rtd.Air Vice 
Marshal Ben Choibi to find 
the immediate cause of  the 
dispute and nip it in the bud by 
interviewing communities 
and families that owns the 
land in dispute.
 H e  a l s o  a dv i s e d  t h e  

Aguleri, Umuleri border 
dispute gets panel of inquiry
From Karen James,
Nnewi
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Civil rights lawyer laments as police fail to 
respond to petitions in Bayelsa Judicial Panel 
From Rhoda Godwin, 
Yenagoa

 civil rights lawyer 

Ar e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

family of  late Victor 

Emmanuel that was brutally 

murdered for protest ing 

against police extortion, Barr. 

David West, has accused the 

police of  attempting to 

frustrate the efforts of  the 

Bayelsa State Judicial Panel of  

Inquiry on police brutality and 

extra-judicial killings by failing 

to respond to petitions against 

its personnel.

West made this claim shortly 

after the counsel to the police, 

Barr. Zideme Gwegwe, told 

members of  the Judicial Panel 

sitting in Yenagoa that the 

police lacked funds to respond 

to petitions of  brutality and 

extra-judicial killings against 

its personnel, even though the 

rules of  proceedings of  the 

panel says all responses must be 

made within seven days.

Explaining further, he said 

that for failing to respond to 

petitions against it during the 

sitting of  the panel yesterday, 

the police violated section 4, 

sub-section 2a of  the rules of  

proceedings of  the panel which 

states that "respondents have 

seven days  to  reply  to  

petitions."
He said, "Being present at the 

panel hearing from the begging 
till date, like I have observed 
and called the attention of  the 
panel chairman to the fact that 
it appears the respondents are 
not showing much seriousness. 

"I don't know if  they are 
taking the panel with a pinch of  
salt because if  you look at the 
rule of  the panel, it is clearly 
stated that responses are to be 
made within seven days. 

"Let me particularly speak on 
my own issue here, that of  the 
cold blooded murder of  late 
Victor Emmanuel, we have 
appeared before the panel, the 
respondents which is the 
Nigerian Police came to the 
panel and claimed that they 
have received our petition but 
have not been able to study it. 

"The panel then adjourned 
the matter to give them time to 
study our petition and reply 
accordingly but on the day of  
adjournment for the panel to 

reconvene again the counsel to 
the Nigerian Police came up 
with another excuse that as a 
result of  financial constrains 
they cannot respond or reply to 
the petition. 

"This is sad to hear for the 

general public that the Nigeria 

Police do not have funds to 

reply to petition."
Reacting to the complain by 

the lawyer, the panel's head of  
p u b l i c i t y,  M r.  S a m u e l  

Numonengi, said "all the cases 
that were called today have 
been adjourned to February 
13th 2021 due to the fact that 
the Nigeria Police could not 
respond to petitions filed 
against them and this has been 
d r a g g i n g  o u r  p r o g r e s s  
backwards for a while now.

"You heard what our panel 

chairman said. So by the end of  

this month, when we would 

stop receiving petitions, we 

would have time to focus more 

on hearing and those who fail 

to respond to petitions against 

them would no longer bother 

us, as we would go on with our 

responsibility to hear all 

petitions and give them 

adequate hearing” he added.

Bribery allegations rock 
NIN registration in Abia
From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

ome officials of  National 

SIdentity Management 
Company (NIMC) have 

been accused of  demanding 
b r i b e s  f r o m  t e l e p h o n e  
subscribers in the ongoing 
SIM-NIN integration in Abia 
State.

These allegations were made 
b y  s o m e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  
telecommunication subscribers 
in the Umuahia North city 
office of  NIMC, who went to 
register their lines with the 
N a t i o n a l  I d e n t i f y  
Management.

According to the agitated 

subscribers, the officials of  

NIMC allegedly demanded 

between N2000 and N4, 000 

from some persons to have 

them captured quickly.

One of  the enrol lees,  

Comrade Moses Ekeleme, had 

stormed the Nigerian Union of  

Journalists (NUJ) secretariat in 

Umuahia, complaining of  the 

sordid deals going on at the 

NIMC center, promoting 

journalists present at the NUJ 

o f f i c e  t o  e m b a r k  o n  

confirmatory and investigative 

mission.

On arriving at the NIMC 

office, a large crowd numbering 

over 1,000 of  subscribers was 

met on ground at Umuahia 

North local government area 

office, with most of  them 

complaining of  not being 

attended to, after many days.

But to confirm the veracity 

of  the claims by Ekeleme, our 

correspondent spoke to some 

of  the subscribers to know their 

impression about the whole 

exercise and it was at this 

juncture that the Pandora's box 

was opened about the alleged 

sordid activities of  the NIMC 

officials, whom, according to 

t h e  a n g r y  c r o wd ,  h a d  

converted the SIM card 

registration business to a cash 

cow.
Some of  the enrollees, 

decried the low pace in the 
registration exercise, regretting 
that many of  them had spent 
many days coming to the LGA 
headquarters but to no avail, as 
they were always referred to 
return the next day.

They also complained that 
the ratio of  NIMC staff  was not 
proportionate to attend to the 
needs of  the ever increasing 

crowd.
Other people who spoke to 

journalists including Mrs. 
Clara Chibuisi, Miss Augusta 
U w a k w e ,  M r.  S y d n e y  
Chinwoke and an elderly 
woman, Mrs. Igodiya Awa 
alleged that the NIMC officials 
demanded money from them 
I'd they wanted their matter to 
be attended fast.

I came here to do my 
registration  and when it 
reached my turn, they told me 
to bring N2000  or I  should 
check another day , that is why 
I started challenging them, 
because I know this thing is 
supposed to be free of  charge as 
di rected by the  federal  
g o ve r n m e n t . "  c o m r a d e  
E k e l e m e   M o s e s  t o l d  
journalists.

The complainants further  
alleged that some people who 
afforded the money were 
allowed in through the back 
door, even if  such people's 

names were last in the NIMC 
list.

They however disclosed that 
some subscribers were the 
people who dangled monetary 
offers on NIMC officials to 
enable them leave the center 
early enough.

A peep into a ledger kept for 
the crowd outside the center 
showed that more than 800 
names of  people were inside 
the ledger , while some others 
queued up to write their own 
names in the list. 

This is even as some private 
security guards were seen 
helping in controlling the 
surging crowd urging "those 
from number 160 and above 
should come back the next day"

B u t  e f f o r t s  o u r  
correspondent to hear the 
NIMC officials' side of  the 
story nearly turned violent as a 
male staff  of  the federal 
parastatal pushed away a 

r e p o r t e r  w i t h  t h e  S u n  
N ewspa pe r,  M r.  C huks  
Onuoha and attempted to seize 
his camera, even as the NIMC 
staff  raged, "What is your 
business here, why are you 
snapping our pictures and 
those of  the crowd? What are 
you asking them? " Did you see 
anyone collecting money from 
anybody?", he said, querying 
why journalists came around 
to monitor the SIM-NIN link 
exercise.

He continued, If  I grab that 
camera, I will smash it and beat 
you up and nothing will 
happen”, he fumed, thereby 
missing the chance to state his 
office's side of  the story.

When the office of  the 
execu t ive  Cha i r man  o f  
U m u a h i a  N o r t h  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a ,  M r.  
Ugochukwu Nj inkonye,  
visited for comments, he could 
not be met in the office.

Abia petitioner wants N100m from police over father's death

ore revelations have Mcontinued at the 
ongoing Judicial 

Panel of  Inquiry on Police 
brutality, extra-Judicial killings 
in Abia State as a student Miss 
Obianuju Chinaka, has told the 
panel how some police officers 
shot and killed her father, Mr. 
Chinaka Ahamefula, on 21st 
October in cold blood and 
refused to release his remains, 
after the dastardly act.

She therefore asked the panel 
to order the police to pay N100 
million over the death of  the 
family's bread winner.

Miss Chinaka, who the 
allegation while testifying 
before panel, said that her 
father left home for Aba  on 
October, 17th 2020,to visit his 
friend Mr. Ikoro Agama that 
was organising a wake keep for 
his (Agama's) late mother.

She said that after Ikoro 

Agama, with Ikoro Iheanyi 
and her father had gone to the 
market to buy food stuffs for 
the ceremony, they eventually 
retired at palm wine drinking 
joint relax.

After a while, his friends left 
him there and went home to 
prepare the meal.

Immediately his friends left 

the scene, there were gun shots 
all around Cameroon road, 
School road and the environs, 
according to the petitioner.

She said as her father was 
walking back to his friend's 
house, "He was shot at his right 
leg and right eye by one of  the 
policemen from Cameroon 
Station. He died instantly"

"The Policemen came with 
their Hilux Jeep and took the 
corpse of  his slain father and 
thereafter and deposited him at 
S t .  Anthony ' s  Hosp i ta l  
Mortuary, Aba".

The  pet i t ioner  in  her  
statement of  claims therefore 
asked the panel to order the 
police to pay  a compensation 
of  #100 million naira to the 

family as well as prevail on the 
police to release the remains of  
her slain father for burial.

She alleged that DSP Kelis 
Nwakozor was the police 
officer that was keeping the 
mortuary tally of  her deceased 
father.

Chairman of  the Panel, 
Justice Sunday Imo, ordered 
the immediate release of  the 

remains of  late Mr. Chinaka 
Ahamefula to his family 
forthwith for burial and the 
respondent, the Police, will 
fully off-set the mortuary bill of  
the deceased.

The matter is adjourned to 
Ja n u a r y  2 7  f o r  c r o s s -
examination and further 
hearing.

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

correspondent in which he 
c o m m e n t e d  o n  k e y  
contemporary issues.

He hinged part of  his 
optimism on the viral video of  
Biden where he was personally 
thanking a Nigerian family for 
their support. He also pointed 
a t  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  
Nigerians into prominent 
positions in the new American 
administration as reasons for 
his optimism.

" A  h u ge  o p p o r t u n i t y  

beckons with the Biden 

administration. This is another 

incredible opportunity to 

change the negative narratives 

about  Niger ians  in  the  

Diaspora".

 The Royal Father who was a 

former Secretary to the Imo 

State Government, further 

posited that with the election of  

Nigerian-Americans l ike 

Esther Agbaje and Oye 

Owolewa as democrats in the 

Minnesota legislature and US 

House of  Representatives 

respectively, as well as the 

a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  M i s s  

Osaremen Okolo as Biden's 

Covid 19 Policy Advisor and 

that of  Mr Adewale Adeyemi 

as Deputy Secretary of  

Treasury, the future was very 

promis ing  for  Niger ia ' s  

international image.
He congratulated the Hope 

Uzodimma administration in 
Imo state for clocking one year 

i n  o f f i c e,  a n d  m a k i n g  
remarkable achievements in 
infrastructural rehabilitation 
a n d  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
particularly on roads and urban 
renewal.

H e  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  
construction of  the over 30 feet 
C h u k w u m a  N w o h a  
underground drainage tunnel 
to permanently address the 
flood menace in Imo, a 
challenge he noted that past 
governments were unable to 
overcome.

Nigeria will benefit immensely from Biden’s administration - Eze Ugbala
By Jennifer John

he Traditional ruler of  

TAmanator Okporo, in 
Orlu local government 

area of  Imo State, Eze VNC 
Ibenye Ugbala, has expressed 
optimism that Nigeria stands to 
benefit immensely from the 
administration of  President 
Joe Biden of  United States of  
America

The Eze Ugo IV made the 
prediction in a telephone chat 
w i t h  N e w s  E c h o  

Late Government House Chaplain, Monsignor Ralph Madu, blessing Uzodimma and his 
wife and the Government House chapel.



here is no gain recounting the Tvalue of  education in the life of  
any human being, community or 

nation states. It is because of  its 
transformative nature that the United 
Nations sought to make education 
compulsory thus the Universal Basic 
Education trumpeted everywhere in the 
country. To what extent that we have 
been able to realize this lofty objective 
remains debatable. 

Champions of  development have 
continued to stress that education is the 
bedrock of  development. Some describe 
it as a catalysing agent for growth and 
human development.  Education 
basically is defined as the acquisition of  
some skil ls,  knowledge, values, 
aptitudes, trainings, etc by an individual 
which will enable him function 
effectively and efficiently in his 
environment.

Today, there are strong lamentations 
that the black world is so underdeveloped 
because their education system is in a 
decrepit state. Even among individuals it 
has been established that the difference 
between one person and another is 
de termined by  the  amount  o f  
information they possess and this is a 
function of  education. 

Education has been adjudged widely 
as very important to the extent that the 
United Nations in its wisdom enjoined 
nations to provide at least 26% of  their 
annual budget to education. Sadly, in our 
own environment this is grossly breached 
in and it is worst in the various 
constituent states.

In the light of  the above one naturally 
would expect that all well meaning 
individuals and governments would 
pursue earnestly any effort towards the 
growth of  education. This is however not 
the case with experience in the land. 
Initially, during and after the colonial 
era, education was accorded its rightful 
attention. There was the urgent need 
then for government to grow the 
necessary manpower to run its affairs 
strengthening development.

The support to education suddenly 
took a nose dive as time progressed. It is 
actually difficult to place a finger on the 
exact period when this occurred. 
Education in Nigeria first took root in 
western part of  the country but statistics 
arguably have revealed that the Eastern 
part of  the country have excelled more 
than any other region examining various 
indices.

We note with utmost dismay and 
disappointment the state of  our 
educational infrastructure which is in a 
terribly situation and has continued to 

lower the quality of  our educational 
offering especially in public schools. This 
has in spite of  the free education policy 
continued to provide a boost to private 
education which is not affordable by the 
mass of  the public.

Some of  the challenges of  education 
infrastructure include insufficient 
teachers, poorly trained teachers, 
absence of  libraries, absence of  
laboratories, inadequate classroom 
blocks, outdated curricular, absence of  e-
learning facilities, poorly motivated 
teachers, insufficient teaching aids, 
absence of  materials for physical 
education, ageing teaching workforce 
not in tune with modern facilities etc.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  h av e  n o t  
demonstrated fairness in according 
education its rightful position. Some of  
the state governments have not shown 
transparency in managing the resources 
that should accrue to education.  
Education is a critical tool of  
development but sadly our governments 
play politics with it. Even when they are 
not respecting the UN budgetary 
provisioning some are not accessing the 
opportunities from international 
organizations.

The quality of  education of  has 
nosedived terribly especially in those 
states that pretend to offer free education. 
Education requires a huge capital outlay 
to support it. In our clime, whatever is 
offered free does not give the right 
quality. The governments it is discovered 
use it as an opportunity to score cheap 
political points and we call on them to do 
a proper assessment of  quality before and 
after the so called free education. 

News Echo notes with disappointment 
that the present governments have not 
fared any better in sustaining the quality 
of  education that was there from the 
beginning. Need we recall that most of  
the giants like Azikiwe, Ojukwu, Ibiam, 
etc who brought Igbo land to limelight 
were products of  good education. We 
can only but sustain that legacy. We urge 
the governments to remove all  
impediments to quality education 
because our future is anchored on it.

We must also not fail to acknowledge 
the efforts of  states like Anambra that 
have remained champions among equals 
in sustaining their exploits towering 
above others in competitive exams and 
global representations. We are blessed 
with talents everywhere in the South East 
region. We can only but encourage 
ourselves. Education rules the world and 
we cannot be left out especially in this 
digital age.
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News Extra

t was sorrow and a tragedy Iof  sorts as seven persons 
were reported dead and 

many others injured when a 
diesel-laden tanker struggling 
for the right of  way with another 
vehicle collided just over the 
Nwaorie River Bridge along 
Bank Road before Warehouse 
Roundabout.

According to eye- witnesses, 
the tragedy involved a truck 
(tanker) carrying diesel product 
and two mini commercial buses 
which also carried passengers 
(males and females).

The eye- witnesses, who told 
our reporter, who visited the 
accident scene that the diesel 
tanker which was coming from 
Control Post, met slow traffic 
within Nworie River and Mbari 
Kitchen area.

"Because of  the traffic slow, 

the truck moved slowly, 
suddenly a Prison Warden,  
who was inside the Prisons Van 
following behind the tanker, 
brought out a gun,  made to hit 
the tanker driver, who dulged 

Fatal accident claims seven lives in Imo
...Prisons Warden fingered
By Anthony Ogbekile, 
Ikenna Orioha 

mo Sta te  Gover nor,  ISenator Hope Uzodimma 
has expressed the readiness 

of  his administration to 
implement the new retirement 
age for teachers as approved by 
the Federal Executive Council.
Uzodimma made this promise 
while fielding questions from 
newsmen at the Sam Mbakwe 
International Cargo Airport, 
Owerri, on his arrival from 
Abuja yesterday.

"We will look at it (the new 
law); the trained teachers who 
are still active and still want to 
work should be allowed to 

work up to the maximum age as 
prescribed by the new policy.

"In our state, the situation 
may not be the same, we look at 
the new policy, if  it is adaptable 
we adopt it, if  not we will also 
amend as appropriate before 
adopting it.

O n  w h e t h e r  s c h o o l  
resumption on January 25 is 
g o i n g  t o  t a k e  e f f e c t ,  
considering the rising cases of  
the second wave of  COVID 19, 
the governor said, "As soon as I 
receive the report from the task 
force on COVID 19, I will look 
at the situation, if  there is need 
to shift we will shift, if  it is still 
realistic, we will implement".

Imo to implement new 
retirement age for teachers
By Jennifer John

ess than 48 hours after 

Lh i s  i n a u g u r a t i o n ,  

America President, Joe 

Biden,  has  s igned some 

executive orders thereby lifting 

the immigrant visa ban placed 

on Nigeria by his predecessor, 

Donald Trump

According to a report by 

Bloomberg, Biden also reversed 

the systemic ban placed on 

c i t i z e n s  f r o m  M u s l i m  

dominated countries like 

Yemen.

Trump had last February 

placed an immigrant visa ban 

on Nigeria, citing Nigeria's lack 

of  a robust database. The 

American Ambassador to 

Nigeria, Mary-Beth Leonard, 

stated at the time that Nigeria 

must improve on its data 

in te l l igence  to  ease  the  

investigation of  its citizens 

wishing to migrate to the US, if  

it wants the ban lifted.
The Nigerian government 

subsequently set up a committee 
on Citizen Data Management 
and Harmonisation, to address 
the complaints of  the US which 
led to the recent push for all 
Nigerians to register with the 
National Identity Management 
Commission and obtain a 
National Identity Number.

With Biden's reversal of  
Trump's order, Nigerians will 
now be able to apply for green 
cards.

The Bloomberg report reads 

in part, “The ban that Biden 
ended, blocked entry to most 
people from Iran, Syria, Libya, 
Yemen, Somalia, and North 
Korea. It  also restricted 
immigrant visas for people from 
Nigeria, Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar, 
and Eritrea as well as for certain 
others from Venezuela and 
Tanzania.”

Senator Sam Anyanwu, 

p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n  a s  

(SamDaddy), while applauding 

the move, expressed happiness 

on the political maturity 

exhibited by Democrats during 

and after the violence clash at 

Capitol, advising Nigerian 

politicians to emulate it.

A n ya n w u ,  a  o n e t i m e  

Chairman of  Senate Committee 

on Ethics, Privileges and Public 

Petitions advised politicians in 

the country to play within the 

ambit of  law, and regretted that 

selfishness, bitterness and 

rancor  were  a l lowed to  

dominate the democratic setting 

in  the  countr y.  Senator  

Anyanwu therefore called on 

members of  the Peoples 

Democratic Party (PDP) and 

the entire Imo citizens to resist 

any pressure from self-centered 

politicians to cause damage in 

the state, while appealing to 

them to rally round the party.

He said, “The kind of  politics 

played in America could only be 

seen in the People's Democratic 

Party (PDP)”, appealing to 

Imolites and Nigerians at large 

to “embrace PDP as a better 

alternative to correct leadership 

problems in the country.” 

Uzodimma, Okorocha bicker over recovered property 
overnor of  Imo State, 

GHope Uzodimma and 
h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r,  

Rochas Okorocha, are at 
l o g ge r h e a d s  ove r  s o m e  
recovered items said to be 
p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
government stashed away in a 
warehouse belonging to the 
former governor.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Commerce and Industry, Mr. 
Simeon Ibegbulem, was said to 
h ave  s t u m b l e d  o n  t h e  
warehouse located along Aba-
Owerri based on information 
provided by members of  the 
p u b l i c  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  
equipment of  Nsu ceramic and 
tiles industry established by the 
then administration of  Sam 
Mbakwe, in a warehouse 
owned by Okorocha, along 
Owerri/ Aba road in the state.

The commissioner told 
newsmen that the equipments 
were transferred from Ehime 
Mbano Local government to 
the private warehouse in order 
to establish a personal industry 
by the Okorochas.

Ibegbulem was also reported 

to have said that the 55 feet by 

200 length warehouse is 

adjacent to a warehouse where 

the then Emeka Ihedioha 

administration had discovered 

some of  the public properties 

said to be owned by the state

B u t  r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  

deve lopment ,  Okorocha  

chided his successor for what 

he described as lack lustre and 

shadow chas ing  o f  h i s  

(Uzodimma's) administration.
In a statement signed by his 

Special Adviser (media) Sam 
Onwuemeodo, Okorocha said 
instead of  concentrating on 
good governance, Uzodimma 
is busy chasing shadows.

Okorocha said that it was 
beyond imagination how he 
could hide something along the 
ever busy Aba-Owerri road 
without the prying eyes of  the 
members of  the public.

The former governor, who is 
now the senator representing 
Owerri West, said that after the 
incident at Orlu during the 
burial of  archbishop Emeritus 
Gregory Ochiagha, where he 
(Okorocha) received a standing 
ovation,  Uzodimma has 
become desperate to hang him.

The statement said, “This is 

to inform the general public, 

that, as early as 6:15am today, 

being Thursday, January 21, 

2021, Seven Hilux Vans loaded 

with heavily armed Police men, 

invaded a Warehouse along 

Aba road, opposite Alaba 

International Market, on the 

orders of  the governor of  the 

State, Chief  Hope Uzodimma.
“We have also read what the 

Commissioner for Commerce 
and Industry, Mr. Simeon 
Ibegbulem said were recovered 
from the Warehouse. It was 
interesting to read that what the 
Commissioner said they 
recovered from the warehouse 
were street lights accessories 
and cartons of  tiles and without 
his disclosing how he arrived at 
the conclusion that those items 
w e r e  o w n e d  b y  t h e  
government.

“The government should 
disclose or publish the proof  of  
ownership of  all they claimed 
they had recovered. All these 
cock and bull stories have 
become irritating. If  Governor 
U z o d i m m a  w a s  n o t  
demol i shing  Okorocha ' s  
projects, he was invading 
w a r e h o u s e s  i n  h i s  
government's desperation to 
malign Okorocha.

And the question is how all 
these would help governor 
Uzodimma in the governance 
of  the State. We have been 
reluctant to use the word 

clueless, but the government's 
actions and inactions have 
given reasons to be described as 
such.

“And if  Okorocha wanted to 
hide any item, could he have 
done so at a Warehouse along 
the busy Aba road and opposite 
one of  the biggest markets in 
O w e r r i ,  t h e  A l a b a  
International Market? And if  
after 8 years of  being governor, 

what the government could 
claim to have been looted by 
Okorocha were street light 
gadgets and cartons of  ties 
then, those who invaded the 
warehouse should cover their 
faces in shame.

“It should also be recalled 
t h a t  t h e  H o n .  J a s p e r  
Ndubuaku- led  Recover y  
Committee had long before 
now,  invaded the  same 
Warehouse also on the claim 
t h a t  i t  wa s  r e c ove r i n g  

government's properties, which 
ended as hoax.  

We want to also call on the 
Police Command to investigate 
those in Police uniforms, who 
invaded the warehouse, to find 
out whether they were really 
Nigerian Police, since it was 
not expected that Police men 
would have gone for the 
invasion of  the warehouse, 
without a valid Court Order.

He called on the police to 
investigate the matter properly.

here is panic in Imo the TChaplain Government 
House as the Chaplain, 

Monsignor Ralph Madu, was 
reported to have died of  
complications arising from 
COVID-19.

Madu,  who died  on 
Monday, January 18, was said 
to have celebrated mass at the 
Government House chapel 
and even administered the 
s a c r a m e n t  o f  H o l y  
Communion on some faithful, 
including Governor Hope 
U z o d i m m a  a n d  s o m e  
members of  his cabinet, 
family and friends during the 
Armed Forces Remembrance 
Day celebration.

This has sparked off  panic 

a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t   
directed all those that 

at tended mass  on that  
penultimate day to report for 
testing.

A source in the Peoples 
House, said that presently the 
Government House is shut as 
the whole appointees are 
rushing to submit themselves 
to test.

Uzodimma had taken the 
test once and had been 
confirmed negative. 

Until his death, Rev. Msgr. 
Madu was the Imo State 
G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  
Chaplain. And before that, he 
was the immediate past 
Secretary General of  the 
Catholic Secretariat, Abuja. 

Just late last year, late Rev. 
Fr. Madu celebrated his 37th 
year ordination anniversary 
and dedicated service in God's 
vineyard. 

U z o d i m m a ,  w h o  
announced Msgr. Raph Madu 
death in a Facebook post, said 
that the Government of  Imo 
S t a t e ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
community and particularly, 
t h e  O w e r r i  C a t h o l i c  
Archdiocese, regretted the 
death of  Msgr. Raph Madu. 

He described the clergy as a 
thoroughbred clergy whose 
fidelity to God's work was 
unflinching.

The governor said that 
Msgr. Madu lived his life 
drawing people to God and 
enriching people's minds with 
the gospel of  Christ.

Scare in Imo Govt House as chaplain allegedly 
dies of COVID-19 a week after administering 
Holy Communion

Jubilation as Biden reverses Trump's 
immigrant visa ban on Nigeria, others

Scene of the accident in Owerri, Imo State, where an articulated vehicle killed seven persons, yesterday. 

the hit, waved his steering and 
r a n  i n t o  t h e  t w o  m i n i  
commercial buses, killing six 
passengers including one of  the 
drivers of  the mini bus who also 
died at the spot. The Prisons 
Wardens were inpatient to pass 
the tanker".

The eye- witnesses frowned 
that the "victims would have 
survived the road mishap if  
there was quick rescue response 
from the government", noting 
the "driver of  the truck ran away 
for his dear life while one of  the 
drivers of  the mini bus 
helplessly died after shouting for 
help for some hours. The 

Prisons Wardens wickedly ran 
away. Phone calls put across to 
the Fire Service and other 
Rescue Agencies for rescue was 
futile".

Some of  the victims were 
taken to the hospital as one of  
them was said to have fatally lost 
his scrotum.

A police officer who spoke at 
the accident scene, said "holistic 
investigation would be carried 

out" to ascertain the cause of  the 
fatality. He blamed government 
for playing politics with people's 
lives.

Regretting the tragedy, SA to 
the governor on Public Safety, 
Hon Ugochukwu Nzekwe, said 
security personnel is on top of  
the ugly situation, saying the 
governor was not happy about 
the ugly development, urging 
motorists to drive carefully to 
avoid lost of  lives on the road.
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Heart TalkWith Ogechi Erondu

Phone: +2348140474780 Email: Hearttalkwithoge@gmail.com

s a l m s  1 2 7 : 1 - 5PExcept the lord 
builds the house, 

they labour in vain that 
build it, except the lord 
k e e p  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e 
watchmen waketh but in 
vain. It is vain for you to 
rise up early, to sit up late, 
t o  e a t  t h e  b r e a d  o f  
sorrows: so He giveth his 
beloved sleep. Lo children 
are a heritage of  the lord: 
and the fruit of  the womb 
is his reward. As arrows 
are in the hands of  a 
m i g h t y  m a n ;  s o  a r e 
children of  the youth. 
Happy is the man that has 
his quiver full of  them: 
they shall not be ashamed, 
but they shall speak with 

ove is indeed a Lbeautiful thing. 
And we know 

that everyone deserves 
love. So for every time 
that love happens, our 
hearts do a complete 
happy dance!

South African bride, 
Rebot i le  Malomane 
recently got married to 
the love of  her life and 
t h e i r  w e d d i n g  w a s 
everything to be giddy 
about. The love birds 
e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e i r 
journey to forever in 
grand style.

Creativity runs in 
every woman's vein and 

foundation 
1. Be there for your 

kids: Your children regard 
your presence as a sign of  
caring and connectedness 
(even when they don't 
seem to do so!) Presence 
provides  k ids  wi th  a 
greater sense of  security 
than almost any other 
quality parents can offer.

2.  Express affection, 
w a r m t h  a n d 
encouragement: Families 
with a sense of  A.W.E. – as 
opposed to shame-based 
parenting – are a home 
w h e r e  c h i l d r e n  a n d 
spouses will feel more 
secure.

3.  Build healthy morals 
and values: The decisions 

the enemies in the gate.
Family means having 

someone to love you 
unconditionally in spite of  
y o u  a n d  y o u r 
shortcomings. Family is 
loving and supporting one 
another even when it's not 
easy to do so. It's being the 
best person you could be 
so that you may inspire 
your love ones. They got it 
and that's the world our 
family is

Strong families are a 
crucial foundation for a 
strong society.  A family 
that is built according to 
God's pattern will be 
strong and God will dwell 
in i t .  Ingredients  for 
building a strong family 

we always have to appear 
stunning.

Everybody including 
the groom can't wait to 
see the apparel his wife-
to-be would wear for 
their holy matrimony.

Rebotile's dress was 
not typical considering 
t h e  u s u a l  A f r i c a n 
t radi t ional  wedding 
dress style.

Her dress reminded us 
that there are no rules in 
fashion when it comes to 
the wedding. Her dress 
wasn't what you see 
every day, but an off-the-
shoulder pink dress with 
a corseted bodice and 
fairytale silhouette that 

was finished with tiered 
r u f f l e s .  S h e 
complimented the Gert-
Johan Coetzee's custom-
made gown with pink 
lips, on-point face beat, 
a n d  o v e r - t h e - t o p 
ponytail hairdo.

Rebotile's husband 
also gave a nod to the 
bohemian style by opting 
fo r  a  su i t  fo r  what 
s e e m e d  t o  b e  a 
traditional wedding.

It was truly a beautiful 
c e l e b r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
couple and their guests. 
Pulse.com.gh wishes the 
couple a lifetime of  bliss, 
love and laughter.

Check photos below:

kids make today will often 
affect them for the rest of  
their lives.  Parents have 
significant powers of  
i n f l u e n c e  –  t h r o u g h 
modeling and teaching – 
over the morals and values 
the i r  k ids  car r y  in to 
adulthood!

4.  Discipline with 
c o n s i s t e n c y :  C l e a r ly 
expressed expectations 
and consistent follow-
t h r o u g h  p r o d u c e 
responsible kids.  Make 
your goal of  discipline one 
o f  t e a c h i n g  k i d s 
responsibility not evoking 
obedience.

5.  Ruthlessly eliminate 
stress: The unbalanced life 
will not be kind to the 
areas we neglect.  Parents 

must make the difficult 
decisions of  reducing the 
effect of  our culture's 
breathless pace on their 
family.

6.  Communication is 
k e y :  P o s i t i v e 
communication is the 
language of  love for our 
children.  Parents must 
take the initiative to set the 
t o n e  f o r  f a m i l y 
communication – which 
includes the important 
skill of  listening.

7.  Play is necessary for 
a close-knit family: There 
is nothing like play to bring 
about family togetherness 
and communication. Play 
builds family memories, 
reduces family stress and 

p r
odu

c e s 
suppor t 

and affirmation.
8.  Love your spouse: A 

loving marriage brings 
hope and security to your 
children. At times, this 
m e a n s  p u t t i n g  y o u r 
spouse's needs ahead of  
your children's needs.

9.  Let your life reflect 
the understanding that the 
best things in life are not 
t h i n g s :  H e a l t h y 
stewardship and financial 
decisions produce positive 
family priorities.

1 0 .  E n e r g i z e  yo u r 
family's spiritual growth: 
Your greatest calling in life 
is to leave a spiritual legacy 
for your children.  Pay 
close attention to your 
own spiritual health and 
m o d e l  a  h e a l t h y 
spirituality for your family.

How to build a strong family 

South African bride looks stunning in pink wedding dress
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gown while the groom 
rocked a suit, both looking 
stunning as they used the 
traditional isi agu material.

The bridal train was not 
left out as the beautiful 
young ladies were dressed in 
style in similar manner.

This is unarguably the 
first of  its kind as it has 
moved many to commend 

 yet to be identified 

ANigerian couple 
made heads turn at 

their recent wedding as they 
were spotted at their white 
w e d d i n g  b e a u t i f u l l y 
displaying the traditional 
IGBO 'ishi agu' cloth.

The bride in now viral 
photos were spotted rocking 
a well sewn flowing wedding 

a l e n t e d  N i ge r i a n Trapper, Zlatan Ibile, 
appears to be part of  

the big money league in the 
entertainment industry and 
this has been made evident in 
some of  his luxury purchases. 
Just recently, the Bolanle 
crooner kicked off  the New 
Year in style by buying 

star was spotted sitting on his 
sleek machine as he posed for 
a photo. Abel congratulated 
and teased Zlatan for singing 
that there is no money in 
Lagos and being able to spend 
on a new car. He wrote: 
“Congratulations bro after 
you go talk say money no Dey 
Lagos @zlatan_ibile ” 

U
S 
s i
n

g e r 
R i h a n n a 
has got her 
fans  and 
followers 
t a l k i n g 
af ter  she 
sha red  a 
photo on 
her social 
m e d i a 
p a g e  i n 
celebratio
n  of  Joe 
B i d e n ' s 
inaugurati
on as the 
n e w 
president 
o f  t h e 
U n i t e d 
States of  
America. 
T h e 
b e a u t y 
entreprene
ur was spotted carrying 
two trash bags while 
wearing a blue End 
Racism t-shirt, a dark 
sunshade, and pink 
slippers to match.

In the caption that 
accompanied the photo, 

Rihanna stated that she 
was just there to help the 
new president clean up 
after Donald Trump left 
the White House. She 
said: "I'm just here to 
help. #wediditJoe." The 
Umbrella crooner is one 

of  the celebrities that do 
not hide her dislike for 
Trump and she did not 
spare his feelings on 
Biden's inauguration 
day. 

himself  a lovely sports car. 
The music star splurged an 
undi sc losed  amount  o f  
money on a 2017 Chevrolet 
Camaro. The sleek blue ride 
would no doubt be the envy of  
many. The singer's associate, 
Abu Abel Egbarin, took to his 
page to share photos of  Zlatan 
and his new car. The music 

the attempt at a white 
wedding, yet so cultural. It 
appears the decision of  the 
couple might inf luence 
others who will learn to 
value and appreciate their 
things and also learn not to 
see the white man's things as 
superior over ours.

Check out the photos 
here;
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Nigerian couple goes traditional on their white wedding

Rapper Zlatan Ibile acquires
new sports car 

Rihanna shades Trump as she
takes out trash bags to celebrate
Joe Biden's inauguration



Page 8

Cover
Friday, January 22, 2021

Biafra 
IPOB, Obiozor on war path 

By Ori Martins (Owerri), Chuma Austin (Enugu)

ndications are rife that the 

Ileadership of  the Indigenous 
People of  Biafra (IPOB) led 

by Mazi Nnamdi Kanu and the 
newly inaugurated president 
general of  Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Prof. George Obiozor are headed 
for a collision concerning the 
most appropriate approach to 
tackling Igbo problems as well as 
realizing the much talked about 
Biafra sovereignty.  

IPOB had fired the first salvo 
when, through its  said it will not 
recognize Prof. George Obiozor 
as the President-General of  the 
Apex Igbo socio-cultural group, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo. The group, in 
a statement made available by its 
spokesman, Comrade Emma 
Powerful, eloquently stated that it 
could not work with the Obiozor-
led Ohanaeze Ndigbo. According 
to the release, “We, the global 
family of  the Indigenous People 
of  Biafra (IPOB), ably led by our 
great leader, Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, 
wish to state without any 
ambiguity that we cannot work 
t o ge t h e r  w i t h  t h e  n ew ly  
appointed President-General of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Chief  George 
Obiozor. This is because he was 
imposed on the Igbo socio-
cultural body by the Fulani cabal 
running the failed state of  
Nigeria. The Chief  of  Staff  to the 
President,  Alhaji  Ibrahim 
Gambari, and Miyetti Allah were 
instrumental to the emergence of  
Obiozor as Ohanaeze national 
president, according to our 
findings”. The release went on 
thus;  “IPOB closely monitored 
the jamboree in the name of  
election that produced Obiozor as 
the new Ohanaeze helmsman, 

c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l y z e d  t h e  
antecedents of  those behind his 
emergence and came to the 
conclusion that we cannot in all 
honesty work with him because 
we  are  not  ideo log ica l ly  
compatible.  Obiozor may not be 
entirely evil but those behind him 
are unrepentant enemies of  
Biafra. Naturally, he can only do 
the bidding of  his sponsors, thus 
sacrificing the Igbo Biafra interest 
at the altar of  few self-centered 
political desperados. We have not 
forgotten that  before  the 
shambolic election of  Ohanaeze 
president, sometime last year, 
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  N i g e r i a  
(MACBAN) wrote a compelling 
letter to Aso Rock seeking 
Gambari's support to install one 
of  their stooges in Ohanaeze 
Ndigbo as its leader. We raised 
the alarm then but nobody 
listened to us, so IPOB cannot 
work with a man we know will be 
remote-controlled by a Fulani 
terrorist group in the shape of  
Miyetti Allah and by extension 
the Federal Government of  
Nigeria,” the group said, adding, 
“We also wish to clarify that we 
cannot work with the current 
b u n c h  o f  I g b o  E f u l e f u s  
clamouring for a Nigerian 
President of  Igbo extraction in 
2023 because we know their real 
motives. None of  the traitors on 
parade have Igbo Biafra interest 
at heart. They are only after their 
personal gains going by their 
antecedents. Our concern is 
Biafra and nothing more. Any 
saboteur talking about Nigeria 
President of  Igbo extraction is on 
his own.”

In his response to the IPOB 
attack, Obiozor, during his 
inauguration and addressing a 
press conference at Ohanaeze 
Secretariat  in Enugu last  
Wednesday, noted that "the Igbo 
nation is not at war with Nigeria 
and has nothing pending before 
any institutional authority that 
demands a separate state from 
Nigeria" According to him,  "the 
reality is that the issue of  Biafra is 
above and beyond Nnamdi 
Kanu's capacity to decide" He 
cautioned IPOB  against the 
m i l i t a n t  a g i t a t i o n  o f  a n  
independent state of  Biafra, 
saying that the issue of  a 
sovereign state out of  Nigeria is 
above him.  He enthused, "He 
must listen because he is one of  us 
and we are all in this dilemma 
together. And our mutual and 
collective responsibilities are 
sacred and must be respected. 
Consequently, all actions or 
utterances that put Ndigbo in 
present and imminent danger or 
harm's way must be avoided".

 On his focal points as 
Ohanaeze leader, Obiozor said 
that the security and safety of  
Ndigbo would be his priority as 
he assumes office. He noted that 
the Igbo dilemma in Nigeria had 
finally come home at last and that 
Ndigbo must take critical, even 
delicate decisions and that those 
problems need pragmat ic  
solutions and quickly too. His 
words: "The new narrative must 
begin with being conscious of  the 
lessons of  history as Atilla the 
Hun advised, choose your 
enemies wisely and your friends 
carefully. For far too long, Ndigbo 
have been object of  stereotype 
and profiling which ended in 
be ing  misunders tood and 
misrepresented in national 
politics or business or academia. 
Obiozor called on Ndigbo to 

reassess the Igbo dilemma in 
Nigeria. Every major group even 
the minorities are doing same 
today. Ndigbo in all indication, 
see restructuring as the most 
preferred option. However, 
whatever or whichever options 
others offer, what is real is that all 
the ethnic nationalities in Nigeria 
will sooner or later go into 
negotiations or debate over the 
future of  Nigeria and we must be 
prepared"

 Obiozor identified security, 
economy, and education as 
priorities for the Igbo man, while 
noting that his administration 
would aggregate Ndigbo's 
indiv idual  successes  in to  
common action that would lead 
t o  a  c o l l e c t i ve  s u c c e s s .  
"Generally, to me, the demand is 
for justice, equity, and fairness. 
That is what we wish to achieve 
by restructuring the Nigeria 
political system, by bringing 
governance to a level playing field 
to all its citizens". 

Mos t  Igbo  peop le  a re  
wondering why Obiozor should 
begin his tenure by bashing IPOB 
and the Biafra agitators. They 
argued that if  even IPOB had 
attacked Obiozor, the newly 
elected Ohanaeze Ndigbo 
president ought to have taken 
some sorts of  precaution before 
going public. It will be recalled 
that Nnia Nwodo was more 
tactical when confronted by even 
bigger challenges in 2017. That 
time, Nnamdi Kanu totally 
disagreed with the leadership of  
Ohanaeze Ndigbo and took the 
leaders to the cleaners. But, rather 
than replying him directly, 
Nwodo made known the Igbo 
marginalization perpetrated by 
the successive governments of  
Nigeria. In that way, there was no 
row and early confrontation with 
IPOB was averted. 

Meanwhile, a comparison 
between the inaugural speech of  
Nwodo on April 4, 2017 and 
Obiozor's on January 20, 2021 
shows a sharp contrast. 
For the record

NDIGBO: Our case, a 
ticking time bomb - Nnia 
Nwodo

Some days ago in the most 
peaceful and celebrated contest 
for the leadership of  Ohaneze 
Ndigbo, I was elected as 
President General of  Ohaneze 
along with sixteen other members 
of  the National Executive 
C o m m i t t e e  t o  l e a d  o u r  
organization for the next four 
year s.  Our  mandate  was  
profound and humbling. We are 
grateful to Ndigbo for the 
enormous trust and confidence 
which they have reposed in us. 
N i g e r i a n s  o f  a l l  e t h n i c  
nationalities have joined us to 
celebrate the outcome of  this 
e l e c t i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  
congratulated us for holding a 
peaceful election and for voting-
in an improved quality of  
representation from all Igbo-
speaking areas.

Let me therefore congratulate 
the last National Executive 
Committee of  Ohaneze led by 
Chief  Gary Igariwey for putting 
together this successful exercise. 
In particular, I will like to place 
on record our gratitude to the 
Electoral Committee led by Prof. 
Anya O. Anya and Prof  ABC 
Nwosu for a transparent and 
credible election. Equally 
commendable is the complete 
unanimity of  all the Governors in 
all Igbo speaking areas in 
supporting the just concluded 
elections and ensuring effective 
representation of  their various 
States at the General Assembly.

I acknowledge with thanks 
the messages of  congratulations 

we received from other socio-
cultural organizations and 
prominent Nigerians including 
but not limited to Afenifere, 
Arewa Consultative Forum, 
PANDEF, Chief  Edwin Clarke, 
General Abdulsalami Abubakar, 
A l h a j i  A t i k u  A b u b a k a r,  
Governor Liyel Imoke, His 
Eminence  John  Card ina l  
Onaiyekan, Archbishop Mathew 
Kukah and Governor Obong 
Victor Attah. Of  notable mention 
is the unanimous solidarity of  the 
South East caucus of  the 
National Assembly led by the 
De puty  Sena te  Pres iden t  
Distinguished Senator Ike 
Ekweremadu, we thank them 
most sincerely.

More importantly, I cannot 
fail to acknowledge the timely 
and cheering congratulations of  
His Excellency, The President of  
the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 
President Mohammadu Buhari. 
Mr. President in his message of  
congratulations expressed his 
readiness to work with the new 
Ohaneze leadership. We salute 
the President for his kind hand of  
fellowship at a time Ndigbo have 
great concern about their 
participation and treatment in the 
Nigerian State. This hand of  
fellowship offered by Mr. 
President, I believe, will enable us 
to engage him meaningfully and 
find an early resolution of  our 
extant misgivings.

Ndigbo in today's Nigeria face 
so many problems.

Under the current Federal 
government, Igbo representation 
is abysmal and falls extremely 
short of  the constitutional 
provisions for the reflection of  
f e d e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  
appointment into important 
government positions. No arm of  
Gover nment  name ly,  the  

Obiozor Kanu

Continues on pg 9
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E x e c u t i v e ,  J u d i c i a r y  o r  
Legislature is headed by an Igbo. 
No Section of  the Armed forces 
or paramilitary organization is 
headed by an Igbo. Neither the 
Supreme Court, Court of  Appeal 
nor the Federal High Court is 
headed by an Igbo. We know in 
the history of  this country when a 
lieutenant colonel was appointed 
to the position of  Chief  of  
General Staff  over and above his 
superiors just to ensure ethnic 
balance. We know when a 
Minister of  Justice and Attorney 
General of  the Federation was 
appointed Chief  Justice of  
Nigeria just to ensure ethnic 
balance. We know when a former 
Military Head of  State was 
drafted to run for President just to 
douse ethnic tensions. What is 
very perturbing is the public 
declaration of  Mr. President that 
his appointments must favour the 
States that voted overwhelmingly 
for him and those he trusts even 
against the provisions of  our 
constitution relating to federal 
character! One is at sea why 
Ndigbo who campaigned and 
voted for him appear not to be 
trusted.

No wonder he defied the 
zoning structure of  his party and 
appointed a non- Igbo man as 
Secretary to Government. No 
wonder the ministries with lean 
capital votes are the ones assigned 
to Ndigbo! No wonder he 
nominated Ambassadors for 
confirmation to the National 
A s s e m b l y  n a m i n g  t h r e e  
ambassadors for some states and 
only one ambassador for each of  
the Igbo States! No wonder one 
year and eight months into his 
tenure as President he has not 
visited any Igbo State!

While we bemoan this 
p a t e n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  N d i g b o  i n  
appointment into political 

positions, addressing of  capital 
projects is perhaps more pathetic. 
No railway construction is going 
on in Igbo land. The Enugu/Port 
Harcourt and Enugu/Onitsha 
Expressways have become 
national embarrassment. State 
Governors in Igbo States now 
rehabilitate federal roads in Igbo 
land from their lean budgets so as 
to keep alive mobility of  factors 
of  production. Whereas 70% of  
power generated in China is from 
coal and 40% of  America's power 
is from coal the coal, in Enugu 
which is a federal resource 
continues to lie unexploited. 
Ebonyi State continues to bring 
up the rear in federally allocated 
resources in spite of  its mineral 
endowments of  salt and lead.

To make matters worse, on 
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 the 
President presented a $29.9 
billion 3 year External Borrowing 
plan to the National Assembly 
which will potentially raise our 
total external debt to $41 Billion 
in three years and raise our debt to 
GDP ratio from 13.2% to 20.7% 
without considering it fit to 
allocate a single project in this 
external borrowing plan to the 
South East.

The economic strangulation 
of  Ndigbo has overtime been 
perpetuated by the confining of  
mainland Ndigbo to five states. 
Every other geo- political zone 
has  s ix  and seven s tates  
respectively. Of  the 774 local 
governments in the federation 
just three Northern States have 
more local governments than the 
whole of  the South East put 
together. Under this lopsided 
structure of  the Nigerian State, 
the common wealth of  the 
c o u n t r y  c o n t i nu e s  t o  b e  
distributed using states and local 
governments as parameters 
w h i l s t  a n y  t a l k  a b o u t  
restructuring of  the Federation is 

clearly not on the agenda.
The peaceful coexistence 

between previously peace-loving 
Fulani herdsmen who herded 
their cattle with long canes and 
our local farmers has been 
replaced by an era of  AK-47 
totting and rampaging herdsmen 
who kill, maim, rape our people 
and destroy our farms. Not one of  
them is ever arrested for illegal 
possession of  firearms. Even 
those arrested in Nimbo for 
mercilessly killing our people 
remain unprosecuted by the 
Nor the r n  domina ted  l aw 
enforcement agents.

A picture of  the Orwellian 
animal farm where all animals 
are equal but some-how some 
animals are more equal than 
others is painted.

In Lagos State, after the threat 
of  throwing our people into the 
lagoon during the last national 
elections, it has become habitual 
for the Lagos State government, 
hiding under the pretext of  urban 
renewal and development, to 
wantonly demolish shops and 
business premises of  Ndigbo all 
around Lagos. This happens 
notwithstanding the fact that a 
sizeable percentage of  the 
economy of  Lagos State was built 
on the free will investment of  
Ndigbo. I must at this juncture 
salute two eminent traditional 
rulers in Northern Nigeria who 
have spoken up for Ndigbo. His 
Eminence, the Sultan of  Sokoto 
whilst calling for the release of  
Nnamdi Kanu last year praised 
the contributions of  Ndigbo in 
Sokoto and described them as law 
abiding. His Highness the Emir 
of  Kano in a celebrated speech 
spoke of  the unwritten agreement 
between the North and the West 
to keep the Ndigbo down as a 
result of  the first coup and the war 
and warned that this agreement 
must be reviewed as the Ndigbo 
who are now being punished are 

largely those who did not 
participate in the war.

MASSOB AND IPOB:
This brings me to the rise of  

MASSOB and IPOB. Both 
organizations no matter how 
divided they appear in public are 
basically motivated by the same 
sense of  outrage and bitterness. 
Our young men and women can 
no longer tolerate a second class 
status in their own country. They 
can no longer forgive the 
President for arguing before he 
came into office that Niger Delta 
militants were meekly treated and 
tolerated by President Yar Adua 
while Boko Haram was harshly 
treated by President Jonathan 
when his law enforcement agents 
literally open fire and maim and 
kill unarmed MASSOB and 
IPOB members. They see how 
returnee Boko Haram members 
are absolved and rehabilited 
while leaders of  MASSOB and 
IPOB are incarcerated or 
mercilessly murdered. In their 
r a g e  t h e y  a r e  b e c o m i n g  
uncontrollable as they pass a vote 
of  no confidence on us, their 
parents, describing us as cowards 
and compromised. Because the 
older Ndigbo have seen civil war 
and its devastating consequences, 
they naturally hesitate to support 
any military action against the 
Nigerian State that might waste 
their children. Because Ndigbo 
business class is heavily invested 
in Nigeria outside Igboland, they 
fervently believe in a united 
Nigeria even if  marginalized 
politically.

Consequently a polarization 
of  Ndigbo between proponents 
of  Biafra and proponents of  
restructuring of  Nigeria exists. 
Both sides agonize in futility 
given the look-warmness of  the 
Nigerian leadership to either of  
their wishes. This is a ticking time 
bomb!!. As President General of  
Ohaneze I intend to extend my 

warm hand of  paternity to IPOB 
and MASSOB. They are my 
children. I shall never desert 
them. Their struggle is my 
struggle even if  we do not 
completely agree with their 
methods. In warfare there are two 
types of  approaches:- coercion 
and diplomacy. I completely 
favour diplomacy.

The hand of  fellowship which 
Mr. President has extended to 
Ohaneze gives me immense 
confidence that we can tame 
rising tempers. No one is listening 
to the other. Somehow we believe 
that our present situation can 
o n l y  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  
marginalization and hatred. My 
people, the time for lamentation 
is over. Our continued cry of  
marginalization has become 
stale. No one is listening to us 
anymore. I take up the challenge 
of  this onerous assignment 
confident in the fact that I know 
the Ndigbo that I will be serving.

I am aware that in the DNA of  
the average Igbo person are bold 
s t r a n d s  o f  i n g e n u i t y ,  
resourcefulness, intelligence and 
the ability to survive and thrive in 
the face of  various odds and 
challenges. This is our gift from 
the Almighty God which has 
served us well, again and again. 
Ndigbo constitute the arteries 
and veins upon which the 
Nigerian economy runs.

The Head of  the Political 
Division of  the American 
Embassy, Abuja once said that 
Ndigbo constitute the largest 
block of  highly educated black 
population in the United States 
and that they are all in significant 
professional occupations. He 
stated that if  Ndigbo in America 
save 40% of  their earnings, it 
would be more than half  of  the 
total annual oil revenue of  
Nigeria. As an economist, I know 
that at this point in our quest for 

development, it is paramount to 
change the Igbo psyche from our 
propensity for heavy investments 
primarily in real estate to setting 
up industries and factories with 
the potentials for wealth creation. 
Such production units will offer 
jobs and incomes to our youths 
and grow the Igbo economy. The 
factories I must point out should 
of  course be sited in Igbo land and 
not elsewhere. My people, this is 
not rocket science as we have 
done it before. We built the second 
cement factory in Nigeria – 
NIGERCEM, Nkalagu; the second 
brewery in Nigeria – the Golden 
Guinea Breweries in Umuahia; first 
Building material Industry in 
Nigeria – Turners Asbestos and Iron 
and Steel plants in Emene; the Port 
Harcourt MICHELIN Tyres and 
legally speaking, the first indigenous 
university in Nigeria, UNN. During 
this time, the World Bank 
recognized South Eastern 
Nigeria as the fastest growing 
economy in Africa. We can do it 
again.

As you go away from this 
inaugural meeting of  Ohaneze 
National Executive Committee, I 
want  Ndigbo to  go with 
confidence that you have 
inaugurated the beginning of  new 
era for Ohaneze,a new era of  
transparency and accountability, 
an era for the repatriation of  Igbo 
capital for the building of  a new 
economic infrastructure for our 
people, an era of  a sustained and 
active fight for the restructuring 
of  our federation, an era of  a 
strong and all – involving 
OHANEZE.

On my part I promise that I 
shall stand up for you, I will fight 
for you, I am ready to sacrifice for 
you and if  necessary DIE for you. 
I pray for your support. I ask for 
your prayers. May the Almighty 
God help us. Thank you for kind 
attention.

Gambari NwodoNwodoNwodo

Continued from pg 8
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here's nothing like Tknowing the type 
of  wedding dress 

you want to wear on your 
wedding day. For this 
bride, wearing white for 
her white wedding wasn't 
her thing.

Nii and his girlfriend 
Bertha tied the knots in a 
colourful event amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
adorable couple left us in 
love with their outfit for the 
ceremony.

In what we term as simple 
and classy, the bride won our 
hearts with her gorgeous 

Ke n t e  a p p a r e l  f o r  t h e 
traditional wedding.

We  l o v e  t h e  c o l o u r 
combination and design and 
extra details that made her 
stand out from all the brides 
we have seen so far this year.

She glowed in the body 
wave hair that cascaded 
around her shoulders and 
she smiled beautifully for the 
cameras.

H e r  g r o o m  w o r e  a 
burgundy Agbada outfit and 
used his wife's Kente and 
sash.

The traditional wedding 
was followed by a white 

wedding. Bertha's designer 
provided her a gorgeous 
unconventional wedding 
dress look. It was one of  the 
highlights of  the wedding.

For the exchange of  vows, 
Bertha walked down the 
aisle in a stunning blush pink 
gown that perfectly flattered 
her figure. We could hardly 
keep our eyes off  the dress 
though, taking in the sheer, 
nude panels and crystal 
e m b e l l i s h m e n t  t h a t 
decorated the gown from 
head to toe.

Even the headpiece was 
something for the book.

The groom, on the other 
h a n d ,  c h a n g e d  i n t o  a 
burgundy Kaftan and we 
love the simplicity too.

Who says you can’t rock something
else on your wedding day?



the white house. Former 
first lady, Melania Trump, 
also stepped out of  a place 
that has been home for her 
in the past four years. The 
couple were absent at the 
inauguration ceremony of  
Biden and Harris and as 
such, they didn't quite 
make the news in regards 
to the fashion and style of  
the special day. 

Interestingly, former first 

Melania had carefully 
curated her political style 
to suit the role she'd be 
undergoing for the next 
four years. Melania was 
known to  go  fo r  top 
designer brands, sharp 
s i l h o u e t t e s  a n d  e ye -
catching accessories, but 
during her time as the first 
lady, she opted for modest 
p i e c e s  a n d  a  l o t  o f  
statement coats. 

m e r i c a n s 

Awitnessed a new 
d a w n  o n 

Wednesday, January 20th, 
as ex-president Donald 
Trump left office after his 
four-year term and Joe 
Biden was sworn in as the 
46th president of  the 
United States of  America. 
H oweve r,  t h e  ex - U S 
president was not the only 
one who bid goodbye to 

lady, Michelle Obama, 
managed to steal the show 
in a stylish burgundy piece 
that left members of  the 
onl ine community  in 
c o m p l e t e  awe.  E ve n 
though Michelle may have 
stolen the show, this is not 
to say ex-first lady Melania 
did not rise to the occasion 
after she assumed office as 
FLOTUS. From the get-
go, it became evident that 
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Relationship

o  s u c c e s s f u l 

Nrelationship was built 
overnight; it takes a 

lot of  work to have a strong 
relationship with your partner, 
siblings, parents, close friends 
or colleagues.

You'll meet a lot of  people; 
there others who'll make a huge 
impact in your life and those you'll 
eventually let go of. Doesn't 
matter if  you are single or 
married, there are certain ways to 
build these loving relationships 
with those who are dear to your 

ou don't have to indulge in pre-Ymarital sex to determine 
sexual compatibility with your 

partner. Sex is something that 
many would rather leave till they 
are married.

People make decisions as this all 
the time; whether due to absolute 
virginity, or in some cases, just a 
decision to abstain from sex till they 
get married.

For people like this, one of  the 
most difficult things would be the 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l 
compatibility with their partners.

Obviously, it's OK to not have sex 
before marriage, but it's not cool to 
not talk or discuss it before then.

The story has once been shared 
of  a bride who was asked by her 
new husband for anal sex on the 
very night of  their wedding or 
sometime thereabouts.

This particular couple had both 
abstained from sex till that wedding 
night, and when the time came to 
consummate their  union,  i t 
occurred that they both had totally 
different ideas of  what sex was 
meant to be like.

Apparent ly,  the  couple  in 
question must surely not have had 
proper talk about their sexual 
preferences and towing such line in 
a sexless relationship could be the 
deadliest recipe for disaster.

Deciding to not have sex before 
marriage is not a bad thing, and if  
that is what you want with your 
partner, it's absolutely fine.

But choosing not to ascertain the 
sexual compatibility between you 
and your partner before taking such 
a huge leap as marriage is not 
advisable. And to determine the 
sexual common grounds between 
yourself  and your partner without 
actually doing it, all you need is 
communication.

Unabashed, unrestricted, honest-
to-God conversations. Large doses 
of  it.

You need to ask all the questions 
imaginable, cover all the possible 
bases.

It is never enough to limit your 
talks to banks statements, number 
of  kids, etc, only to relegate sexual 
compat ib i l i ty  to  a  p lace  of  
nothingness. It does not work that 
way.

Since you will not actually be 
engaging in the sex, it is only logical 
t o  a s k  a n d  h a v e  h o n e s t 
conversations about what that 

partner sees sex as, and what teases 
and pleases them, what they can 
do, what they can't, and what they 
can't do without.

You need to listen to your 
partner's opinions on accepting and 
giving sexual pleasure, and gauge 
whether you can live up to that 
expectation or not.

You'll need to voice out what you 
find impossible and ridiculous. You 
also have to be open to bending a bit 
here, being accommodating a bit 
there till you both reach a common 
ground on the subject.

And this applies to both partners.
If  you are both comfortable with 

it, these conversations could be 
during couples pre-marriage 
counselling, where you have 
s o m e o n e  ' s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e 
negotiations.'

Whichever way you want it 
though, let it be known that sexual 
compatibility can be deciphered to 
a large extent without actually 
having sex if  you both will just 
communicate right.

hen relationships come 

Wto an end, there are so 
m a n y  t h i n g s  t h a t 

n a t u r a l l y  c o m e  w i t h  s u c h 
occurrence.

There is the issue of  seeking 
closure, the issue of  trying to numb 
the pain, and then there's the 
matter of  moving on in a classy 
way.

Once a breakup is complete and 
both partners have apparently moved 
on from that phase, there is obviously a 
high possibility that their paths will 
cross again and how they act in the 
circumstance vary from couple to 
c o u p l e.  I f  o n e  p a r t n e r  f e e l s 

uncomfortable being around his or her 
ex, would that signify the existence of  
romantic feelings for that ex?

While this is a possibility, it is not 
always the truth. Sometimes, being 
uncomfortable around an ex could be 
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s 
surrounding the breakup.

When it comes to moving on from a 
relationship, especially the type that 
hit really hard and broke you, and left 
you really hurt and damaged, there is a 
lot more involved. It would take more 
time, more tears, more effort and 
many times, the struggle would be 
reeeeeeeaaal.

For many men and women in a 
situation as this, getting out of  that 
depressing phase could take so much 

toll on them that they vow to never 
want anything to with that ex 
anymore.

So what they would feel for their ex 
would be far from any romantic or 
amorous vibe. Their discomfort would 
be one that is generated by the anger, 
hate and malice that'd be brewing in 
them at that moment.

For some other people, there is 
usually still a sexual energy that 
refuses to die between them and their 
ex. For people like this, any discomfort 
would be from the restraint they would 
need to place on themselves in the 
circumstance, especially if  they are in 
another exclusive relationship – or 
marriage.

successful is how the people 
involved stand the test of  time 
when trouble comes. Resentment 
arises when you begin to keep 
things to yourself.

3. Travel together:
shared vacation not only 

brings you two together but 
creates special memories that'll 
be cherished forever, especially 

etting involved with 

Gsomeone, especially 
with the intent of  going 

all the way, should be a no-
holds-barred affair.

So ideally there should be no 
such thing as suppressed feelings 
and unexpressed emotions.

However,  fo r  some  men, 
especially the inexpressive ones 
[aka hard guys], this is a real issue 
they can't shake off. Whether as a 
control mechanism, a defense 
strategy or just out of  plain 
cluelessness, many men have been 
tagged as creatures who hold back 
emotions and refuse to truly assess 
and express the romantic feelings 

they have at several times, including 
times when they have partners.

If  you ever find yourself  dating 
such a 'hard guy', here are the pits 
you should be ready to encounter in 
such relationship:

1. Confusion
One the problems you will 

experience dating a man who is 
inexpressive and finds it difficult to 
express himself  is confusion, 
misunderstandings and constant 
misconstruing of  his intentions.

In a situation, you might think 
something while your partner has 
something else in mind other than 
what they are really feeling about 
the situation. This always leads to 
misunderstandings and too many 

avoidable fights that can ruin a 
healthy relationship.

2. Feeling unappreciated
Women have a reputation for 

being easily-swayed by words, 
especially if  they already like you. 
Words, especially complimentary 
ones, are also useful in keeping a 
w o m a n  f e e l i n g  t r e a s u r e d , 
appreciated and desired

Now imagine having a guy who 
never gasses you up in any way, 
rarely assuages your doubts or 

reassure you of  his undying 
affection for you – kinda tragic, 
yeah?

3. Someone else
When you get pissed with your 

inexpressive guy over his constant 
failure to express feelings or dish 
out validation, you may start 
finding solace in something else. It 
could even be another human 
being.

If  someone else starts filling the 
gap, you will gradually getting far 
away from your partner. And when 
this happens, the end of  that 
relationship becomes visible in the 
horizon.

4. Communication suffers
Many women love to talk and 

express the things they're feeling. If  
your partner is not expressive, you 
will lack communication in cases 
where you actually should open up.

Communication suffers when 
one partner pushes and the other 
pulls. In other words, when a 
partner tries to initiate and the other 
doesn't reciprocate or does it poorly 
all the times, it's surely a problem.

5. Boring relationship
If  someone l ikes forming 

inexpressive hard guy even with 
you his girlfriend, it is very likely 
that your relationship with him will 
be boring. We already mentioned 
here how fun it is when both 
partners have an insane sense of  
humour and can both give and take 
jokes.

We don't think that will apply 
much in your relationship if  your 
boyfriend is inexpressive.

heart.
Inspired by All Women Stalk, 

here are 7 ways to build stronger 
relationships:

1. Laugh with them a lot:
Do things that'll make you 

share a lot of  laughter together. 
Create funny memories from your 
time together, it'll strengthen your 
relationship. This is particularly 
true for the romantic ones.

2. Discuss issues rather 
letting them build up:

No relationship is free from 
troubles but what makes it 

for couples. You'll end up feeling 
closer after a wonderful trip.

4. Spend time together 
alone:

Make time out alone for that 
important person in your life. 
Doesn't matter if  it 's  your 
partner, best friend or sibling, 
spending time alone with them 
brings you closer than ever.

5. Do nice things for each 
other:

Making life easier for that 
special person in your life makes 
you more appealing. People build 
healthier relationships when they 
know they can rely on you.

6. Celebrate achievements 
together:

Sharing celebrations with 
people close to you brings you 
closer to them and creates 
wonderful memories.

7.  Complement  each 
other:

Giving compliments brings 
you both closer and makes them 
feel great about themselves 
because you tell them exactly 
how they should feel about 
themselves.

Ways spouses can build stronger relationships

How to determine sexual
compatibility without
having sex

Do you still have feelings if your ex'
presence makes you uncomfortable?

Ladies! This is what happens
when you date hard guys



aist  t raining is  the 

Wprocess of  reducing 
your natural waist size 

and accentuating curves with the 
aid of  waist trainer or a tight-laced 
corset.

The hourglass figure has regained 
popularity in recent years with 
celebrities like the Kardashians, 
Jennifer Lopez, Nicki Minaj, and 
Beyonce helping to bring back the 
coveted hourglass figure.

These waist shapers are supposed 
to give the wearer an exaggerated 
hourglass figure, which is a tiny 
waist and curves over the hips. The 
waist trainer has been around since 
the Victorian times and was known 
as corset. 

The first corset dates back to the 
late 1500s or early 1600s according 

hese eating strategies can Thelp reduce your cravings 
for high cholesterol foods 

and help you reduce your risk of  
heart attack and stroke.

1. Soy
Reducing saturated fat is the 

single most important dietary 
change you can make to cut blood 
cholesterol. Soy is used as a 
replacement for meat and cheese 
and helps your heart by slashing 
the amount of  saturated fat that 
you eat.

Saturated fats are usually found 
in animal products such as whole 
milk, cream, butter, and cheese, 
and meats, such as beef, lamb and 
pork. There are some plant-based 
saturated fats you should avoid 
too, notably palm kernel oil, 
coconut  oi l ,  and vegetable 
shortening.

2. Beans
No food is more fibre-rich than 

beans. And beans are especially 
high in cholesterol-lowering 
soluble fibre. Eating a cup of  any 
type of  beans a day can lower 

aturally, the genital area of  

Na woman usually has a 
musty odor because of  its 

acidic pH level.
But when the odor starts having a 

foul scent, then there should be 
cause for alarm. Because it can be 
very embarrassing, especially when 
it is noticed and commented on by 
someone else.

Be that as it may, there are other 
factors that can also lead to this 

disorder. Read on to see more causes 
of  abnormal vaginal odor

Causes of  vaginal odor
1. Poor hygiene
As funny as this may sound, there 

are women who do not change their 
clothes and underwear regularly. As 
a matter of  fact, some of  them find it 
difficult to change their underwear 
after exercise.

Attitudes such as these may lead 
to a foul odor in the bikini area.

Also, if  a woman does not shower 
regular ly,  i t  can  lead  to  the 
inflammation of  the vaginal area 
which can cause vaginal odor.

2. Sweating
Although this is unknown to 

many, sweat can either produce salt 
and water or apocrine protein and 
fa t s.  Apocr ine  sweat ,  which 
produces the latter, comes from the 
sweat glands, the hair follicles from 
the underarms, and pubic hair.

However, medical science explains 
that bacteria are more attracted to 
proteins and fats which cause the bad 
smell.

3. Diet
Some foods can lead vaginal odor, 

they include garlic, curry, onions, 
spices, and coffee.

Meanwhile, eating these foods 
may help a patient's vaginal area to 
smell better: pineapple, kiwi, 
blueberry, strawberry, mango, green 
tea, and cucumber.

4. Cancer
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n 

concerns of  a cervical cancer patient 
is also vaginal odor.

5. Sexually-transmitted disease 
(STD)

Apar t  f rom her pes,  sme l ly 
genitalia can also be caused by STDs 
l ike syphil is,  chlamydia,  and 
gonorrhea.

6. Vaginal douching
Although it is believed that 

douching (cleaning out the inside of  
the vagina with water or other 
mixtures of  fluids) is not harmful to 
the pH balance of  the sensitive area, 
the chemicals found in some formula 

used for washing the bikini area 
may cause irritation and infection, 
which can lead to having a foul 
smell.

7. Sexual intercourse
While the women's' genitalia has 

an acidic pH level, men's seminal 
fluid is alkaline. The interaction of  
these two during sexual intimacy 
can sometimes lead to bad odor.

Treatment of  vaginal odor
1. Watch your diet
2. Use perfume
Although using perfume too 

close to your vagina is a bad idea, it 
is, however, advisable to put a dab 
of  it on the inside of  each of  your 
thighs, roughly six inches from the 
vulva area; as this will help counter 
any possible odor.

3. Use wet wipes
When using wet wipes, it is 

advisable to make use of  wet wipes 
that are fragrance-free. A good 
example of  such is baby wipes 
because they tend to use fewer 
chemicals and often have fragrance 
free options.

And remember to only clean your 
vulva. Don't put wet wipes, wash 
clothes and soap inside your vagina.

4. Wash regularly
It is important to know that you 

need to shower and wash regularly 
to smell good.

However, how often you do this 
depend on your body because 
everyone is different. Nevertheless, 
you will probably need to wash at 
least every two or three days.

5. Use the right soap
In as much there's no specified 

soap for washing your sensitive 
area, using the wrong types of  can 
cause irritation and bad odor.

Try as much as you can to avoid 
soaps that are heavily perfumed as 
they may contain too many 
unnatural ingredients or have 
antibacterial properties because 
they upset the natural balance of  
your body.

Instead, use natural soaps, 
especially the ones that are labeled 
as being fragrance-free.

cholesterol by as much as 10% in 6 
weeks.

3. Omega 3
Omega-3 fatty acids found in 

salmon and other cold-water fish 
help lower "bad" cholesterol, raise 
"good" cholesterol, and lower 
triglycerides.

Salmon is an excellent source of  
protein because it is high in 
omega-3 fatty acids called EPA 
and DHA that are good for your 
heart while low in cholesterol and 
saturated fat.

4. Avocado
Avocados are a great source of  

heart-healthy monounsaturated 
fat, a type of  fat that may actually 
help to raise levels of  HDL 
("good"  choles tero l )  whi le 
lowering levels of  LDL ("bad" 
cholesterol). They also pack more 
of  the cholesterol-smashing beta-
sitosterol (a beneficial plant-based 
fat) than any other fruit.

Beta-sitosterol reduces the 
amount of  cholesterol absorbed 
from food. So the combination of  
b e t a - s i t o s t e r o l  a n d 

monounsaturated fat makes the 
avocado an excellent cholesterol 
buster.

5. Garlic
Ancient Egyptians ate garlic for 

stamina; in modern times, garlic 
h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  l o w e r 
cholesterol, prevent blood clots, 
reduce blood pressure, and protect 
against infections.

Research has also found that it 
helps stop artery-clogging plaque 
at its earliest stage. How? Garlic 
keeps individual cholesterol 
particles from sticking to artery 
walls.

many risks involved.
If  you're considering using a 

waist trainer for extensive periods 
of  time, it's important you have all 
the facts and make sure you're not 
causing more harm than good.

Take a look at these tips that you 
need to know;

1. It makes you look slim at the 
waist

They do have that instant effect; 
just put it around your waist 
immediately it looks smaller, taut 
and tiny. Waist training can also 
serve as a constant reminder of  your 
present shape, aiding a sense of  
restriction which can motivate 
individuals to diet.

2. It may lead to temporary 
weight loss

Some people find that during 
workouts  waist  t raining can 
increase body temperature, causing 
you to sweat more and this might 
temporarily show up as weight loss. 
However, be aware that this is just a 
temporary solution and it will only 
work for you long-term if  you 
combine it with regular exercise and 
a good diet.

3. It doesn't get rid of  body fat in 
the long run

The problem is that waist training 
only makes you look slimmer while 

to Fashion Time, since then, the 
original design has altered quite a 
bit, but with the same adverse health 
effects that come with cinching 
one's waist.

Firstly let's look at how waist 
trainers are marketed and what 
companies claim waist trainers can 
do for you.

The claims are plenty and almost 
too good to be true but the common 
ones include helping you lose fat 
and inches from your waist, 
metabolizing fat, releasing toxins, 
compressing your core, and helping 
you eat less.

Firstly, the experts do not support 
the use of  waist training as there 
isn't sufficient support for the 
benefits and too many risks. They 
claim that there are simply too 

you are wearing the 
corset. Once you 
take it off, your 
body  wi l l  soon 
revert back to its 
normal shape.

This is because 
wearing a corset 
will have no effect 
on the amount of  
body fat that you 
have. In order to get 
long-term results 
f r o m  w a i s t 
t r a i n i n g ,  y o u 
would need to wear 
the corset all the 
time.

4. It can cause 
your organs to shift 
with potentially 
d a n g e r o u s 
consequences

W i t h  w a i s t 
training, the upper organs move 
upwards, and the lower organs shift 
downwards. This can then put a 
similar pressure on the abdomen – 
which has been known to cause 
constipation.

A shift in the pressure on your 
internal organs mean you will be 
less tolerant of  certain foods, 
including gas-producing and fatty 
foods, and some individuals might 
find that normal portion sizes are 
too much. It can also lead to 
unwanted bouts of  acid reflux and 
upset the functioning of  your 
stomach.

5. It can cause dehydration
You might see an increase in body 

temperature and excessive sweating 
whilst 'waist training' during 
e x e r c i s e,  w h i c h  c a n  c a u s e 
dehydration. To minimize any 
symptoms, we would advise people 
to stay fully hydrated.

6. It can affect your back muscles

Prolonged waist training means 
your abdominal muscles aren't as 
active, even if  you are exercising 
regularly. Waist training has the 
potential to cause a weakening of  
the back and abdominal muscles, as 
you are not relying on using these 
muscles for posture when wearing 
the corset.

The corset provides the support, 
not the muscles, and if  the muscles 
are not used they will waste.

7. It can affect your breathing
Tightness and repeated use of  

your waist trainer can cause cramps, 
discomfort and pinching if  it is too 
tight. This restriction and tightness 
around the waist could interfere 
with the appearance and general 
health of  your skin.

Furthermore, the quality and 
d e p t h  o f  y o u r  b r e a t h i n g , 
particularly if  wearing your 'waist 
trainer' while exercising, is also 
affected.
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oday more than ever Tbefore, discussions 
on Igbo tradition 

and culture have become 
more obvious particularly 
since a couple of  years ago, 
when it was speculated that 
the Igbo language will 
d i s a p p e a r  ( g o  i n t o  
extinction). Since then, 
many scholars, students, 
teachers and believers in 
t r a d i t i o n a l  i s s u e s  
concerning Igbo have 
woken up and taken the 
issue very seriously. 
In towns and villages 
particularly at the lowest 
level of  Igbo gathering( 
family, kindred, amala, 
aladimma )or any other 
gathering of  Igbo persons, 
The issue of  Igbo language 
extinction have become a 
m a t t e r  o f  i n t e n s i v e  
discussion. 

Therefore, as an Igbo 
person (scholar)  with 
undiluted interest in Igbo 
language and cul ture  
beginning with this edition, 
I would be concentrating on 
discussing series of  Igbo 
culture and tradition in this 
weekly column taking one 
aspect of  Igbo life for 
exhaustive discussion every 
week. 

Although I have written 
two books in Igbo language 
that are in vast and wide 
circulations (at home and 
overseas)-the foundation of  
Igbo tradition and culture 
being the latest. I don't think 
that it is making the desired 
impact as wide as possible 
as it was intended. In this 
column, on weekly basis, I'll 
take one aspect of  the Igbo 
l i f e  f o r  e x h a u s t i v e  
discussion such as: Igbo life, 
f a m i l y ,  
m a r r i a g e / t r a d i t i o n a l  
marriage (their variation 
and varieties) names and 
t h e i r  a n t h o l o g i c a l  
meanings, child bearing, 
festivals, Igbo folklore, 
series of  ceremonies, the 
myth behind kola nuts, 
different explanations of  
different lobes of  kola nuts 
when broken, celebrations 
such as the new year festival, 
conferment of  chieftain 
titles and their significant, 
etc.

 By embarking on series 
o f  ex p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  
interpretations of  different 
Igbo ways of  life, students 
particularly those who are 
studying Igbo language and 
culture including traditional 
governments would be able 

to see that to study Igbo 
language and Igbo culture 
which are beautiful things. 
It is interesting, revealing 
a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g  
particularly the aspect of  
Igbo proverbs, idioms and 
adages. 

In addition, I take it on 
my s e l f  t h r o u g h  t h i s  
medium to invite those sons 
and daughters of  ours who 
have genuine interest to 
study Igbo language and 
culture to join in the 
discourse. Those who have 
the burning desire to learn 
more about Igbo language 
and culture should feel free 
to get in touch with me in 
case of  any question and 
clarification without any 
consideration. 

It is my intellectual 
opinion that according to 
public relations ethos, “if  
you can do something 
without talking about it, it 
will die in you.” Because 
part of  public relations 
p r o f e s s i o n  i s  d o i n g  
something and talking 
about it.

Unfor tunately more 
often than not, we Igbo 
scholars, teachers and 
students quarrel over the 
reason why it is that no two 
Igbo persons can indulge in 
a conversation for a short 
period without injecting an 
English word. We also 
quarrel over why most of  
our people particularly the 

elites would prefer their 
children speaking English to 
I g b o  l a n g u a g e .  O u r  
housewives, especially 
those of  the elites take it 
upon themselves to see that 
their children converse in 
English than the Igbo 
language. It is painful and 
indeed disgusting. 

Let me drop this here. A 
couple of  years ago at a 
church thanksgiving service 

which I organized to 
celebrate my 81st birthday, I 
made it a point of  duty that 
the church service should be 
conducted in Igbo language 
with the permission of  my 
diocesan bishop. My second 
daughter who lives and 
resides in America was 
s e l e c t e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  
gospel/lesson in Igbo 
language. 

S h e  s t u n n e d  t h e  
congregation when she read 

with speed and fluency to 
t h e  a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
congregation including the 
clergy men. My bishop Rt. 
Rev. Chamberlin Ogunedo, 
the Anglican Bishop of  
Mbaise diocese could not 
hide his excitement when he 
took few minutes to assail 
o n  m y  d a u g h t e r  
(Onyechere) with praises. 

The origin of  this was 

that since I was 
born, I have always 

taken interest in Igbo affairs. 
And while we were living in 
the US, I was buying my 
children book on Igbo so 
that they will pick interest. 
In addition, while we were 
still in the US, I was 
delighted in teaching them 
everything about Igbo 
tradition and culture to the 
effect that now that they 
have grown, they still speak 
Igbo language fluently of  
which I am proud of  and of  
which others may be jealous 
of. This has not deprived 
them of  speaking either 
good English or American 
jargon.

 I am not telling this story 
for self  aggrandizement 
rather to drive the point 
home that if  you sow a corn 
it will produce corn and not 
pear. “I hope this is very 
instructive. Therefore this is 
an open invitation to my 
country men and women of  
Igbo extraction to begin 
now if  they haven't began to 
read Igbo books and also to 
imbibe in their children the 
act  of  speaking Igbo 
language and it will not stop 
them from speaking English 
language or becoming 
whatever they want to 
become in life in the future 
and to stop speaking 
“ m i x k o g b u o  a n d  “  
stopukwa ya.”

Espousing the need to live Igbo culture

Igbo conferment 

Happy 
Birthday
to Operations Manager
News Echo

Mrs Patricia
Nwoye
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n its avowed commitment Itowards stemming the tide 
o f  i l l e g a l  r e v e n u e  

collections, harassing and 
extortion of  money from 
innocent citizens in Anambra, 
the police Wednesday made a 
hau l  o f  th i r t een  more  
suspects.

Hiding under the collection 
of  inter nal ly generated 
revenue for the state the 
s u s p e c t s  h i t  t h e  r o a d  
defrauding people. However, 
luck ran out of  them when the 
police patrol teams led by the 
Area Commander Onitsha, 
Acp  John  Ogbuagbaka  

nabbed them.
Our correspondent who 

arrived at the police station 
confirmed that the suspects 
were  apprehended  and  
interrogated by the criminal 
investigative department. 

However, the suspects 
voluntarily confessed to the 
offence and claimed they were 
hired by one "Jonjoloko" to 
either collect or enforce the 
collections of  revenue on 
behalf  of  government

However, that brought the 
number of  suspects arrested 
for illegal revenue collections 
so far to twenty nine (29) 
within three days and the 
operation is still ongoing. 

Earlier sixteen persons it 
would be recalled was paraded 
by the command 

The Police Public Relation 
Officer (PPRO) of  Anambra 

State Police Command, CSP 
Haruna Mohammed had 
earlier briefed media men on 
the issue.

The operation was in 

compliance with Anambra 
State Government directives 
on the 7th December, 2020 
banning all forms of  illegal 
revenue collections by persons 
claiming to be State revenue 
agents or officials. 

Suspects would be brought 
t o  b o o k  a s  s o o n  a s  
investigations are concluded.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  
C o m m a n d  w a r n s  t h a t  
anybody found engaging in 
such acts should be ready to 
face the full wrath of  the law. 
The command will continue 
to pursue the hoodlums until 
they refrain from criminal 
activities or relocate from the 
State.

13 more suspects in police net for alleged 
illegal revenue collections in Onitsha
From Karen James, 
Nnewi

Anambra 2021:
PDP gubernatorial aspirant commends INEC 
for early timetable release
From Maduako Eleweke, 
Awka

overnorship aspirant 

Gunder the platform of  
t h e  P e o p l e s  

Democratic Party's (PDP), 
Valentine Ozigbo,  has 
commended  the Independent 
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  

Commission (INEC) for the 
early release of  the timetable 
for the  state upcoming  
Governorship election slated 
for  November 6, 2021. 

O z i g b o  g a v e  t h e  
c o m m e n d a t i o n  a t  h i s  
campaign office in Awka, 
Anambra State capital.

 He said the timetable will 

make room for adequate 
planning and preparation, 
which no doubt will engender 
smooth electoral process. 

"I am certain that the early 
release of  the timetable would 
prevent any form of  'fire 
brigade' approach. It would 
rather allow for well planned 
and seamless execution of  
electoral activities.

" C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
complexity, rancorous nature, 
sky-high interests involved in 
electioneering processes and 
t h e  u n i q u e  p o l i t i c a l  
environment of  Anambra 
State, it is worthwhile and 
commendable on the part of  
INEC to bring the people up to 
speed on the Commissions 
electoral plans early enough.

"After all anything worth 
doing is worth doing well, and 
no excellent job is ever done in 
haste," he said.

According to Ozigbo, the 
lengthy period between the 
primary election and the main 
election was a good  a pointer 
in the right direction as it 
wo u l d  a l l ow  f o r  f i n a l  
resolution of  disputes that 
may arise from  par ty 

primaries.
"The salience of  this 

situation, if  achieved, is that 
the voters will go to the polls 
with a clear mind of  who the 
flag bearers of  the different 
political parties are," he 
added. 

O z i g b o,  w h o  i s  t h e  
immediate past President and 
Group CEO of  Transcorp Plc, 
used the opportunity to call on 
the judiciary to do all that is 
legally allowed to resolve all 
primary election litigations 
that may rear their ugly heads 
before the general election. 

He also reminded the 
j u d i c i a l  a r m  o f  t h e  
government of  its prime of  
place in the sustenance of  
Nigeria democracy. 

 However, he bemoaned the 
likelihood of  over-heating of  
the polity by political actors as 
a fall out of  the released 
timetable but cautioned that 
politicians in the state not 
unduly overheat the polity, 
urging the  state government  
not sacrifice governance on 
the altar of  politicking. 

He advised  INEC to ensure 
t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  v o t e r  
registration exercise, pursuant 
to Anambra 2021,  so that 
those eligible for the exercise 
can do it with ease.

ewspaper vendors in 

NOwerri, Imo State 
capital, have decried 

d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  
highhandedness by men of  
Imo State Environmental 
Transformation Commission 
(ENTRACO) and the Owerri 
Municipal Council boss and 
his boys.

The newspaper vendors 
c r i e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  
government taskforce and 
agents have been disturbing 
them and asking them to 
vacate their Stands without 
any cogent reason.

Some of  the newspaper 
vendors who spoke to News 
Echo under anonymity in 
Owerri, lamented that on 
Thursday, to their surprise, 
some fiercely looking men of  
ENTRACO and Owerri  
Municipal Council boss and 
his boys stormed Wetheral 
Junction (by Aba Road), Ama 
JK among other areas and 
threatened them to vacate 
their Stands from the roadside 
even as some street traders' 
wares were scattered.

The newspaper vendors who 
stated that the previous 

governments led by Chief  
Achike Udenwa, Chief  Ikedi 
Ohakim, Owelle Rochas 
Okorocha and Rt Hon Emeka 
Ihedioha did not disturb them 
nor threatened them to stop 
staying in the streets or along 
the major roads to sell 
n ew s p a p e r s,  c a l l e d  o n  
Governor Hope Uzodimma to 
call the men of  ENTRACO 

and  Ower r i  Munic ipa l  
Council boss and his boys to 
order otherwise they will drag 
his good image to the mud.

They added that they do not 
constitute any traffic danger to 
the public, hence their Stands 
are well positioned so that no 
reader  or  buyer  would 
obstruct the traffic.

According to them, "Owerri  

Municipal Council IMC 
Chairman and his boys 
including the ENTRACO 
men should be called to order 
to allow Owerri Newspaper 
Vendors be. The governor is a 
peace loving human, who 
might not be aware of  the dirty 
and illicit activities of  the 
ENTRACO men and the 
Owerri Municipal Council 
boss and his boys".

Owerri newspaper vendors decry highhandedness 
by ENTRACO, Owerri Municipal
By Ikenna Orioha

equel to inauguration of  

St h e  J u d i c i a l  
Commission of  Inquiry 

by the administration of  
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
of  Enugu State, to investigate 
and ascertain the remote and 
immediate causes of  the 
recent crisis that erupted in 
Oruku, Nkanu East Local 
Government Area, which led 
t o  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  t h e  
community's traditional ruler, 
l a t e  I g w e  E m m a n u e l  
C h i d i e b e r e  M b a ,  t h e  
Commission has called for 
memoranda from the general 
p u b l i c ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
organizations and concerned 
persons.

In a statement by the 
Secretary of  the Commission, 
Dr. Godwin Anigbo, “the 
Memoranda shall be in ten 
(10) copies typed in A4 paper, 
and addressed to:  The 
C h a i r m a n ,  J u d i c i a l  
Commission of  Inquiry into 
the killing of  HRH Igwe 
Emmanuel Chidiebere Mba, 
C o u r t  8 ,  J u d i c i a r y  
Headquar ters,  oppos i te  

WAEC Office, Enugu".
Dr. Anigbo who disclosed 

this on Thursday, stated that 
“The deadline for submission 
of  Memoranda shall be two 
weeks from 16th January, 
2021, but not later than 
Monday, 1st February, 2021”.

It would be recalled that 
G ov.  U g w u a n y i  w h i l e  
inaugurating the Judicial 
Commission of  Inquiry, 
headed by Justice Harold Eya, 
canvassed peace and charged 
members of  the panel to 
expedit iously and most 
s incerely  discharge the 
onerous task, which outcome, 
he said, will inform further 
government actions on the 
Oruku crisis. 

The governor reiterated his 
administration's commitment 
to the security and welfare of  
the people, which is the 
p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  
government as enshrined in 
the constitution of  Nigeria.

He further urged the people 
of  Oruku Community to stay 
the course of  peace, which his 
administration has striven to 
entrench and nurture in the 
state.

Enugu Judicial Commission of 
Inquiry calls for Memoranda        
From Austin Chuma, 
Enugu

ove r n o r  O k e z i e  

GIkpeazu of  Abia 
State has expressed 

the strong determination of  
his administration to use every 
lawful means to protect and 
safeguard every inch of  the 
territory of  Abia State from 
criminals and marauders.

The governor, who spoke 
yesterday at Akirika Obu 
Community in Ukwa East 
LGA when he visited the 
community to assess the 
current situation on the heels 
of  reports of  some unlawful 
invasion of  the Community by 
some criminal elements. He 
made it clear Akirika Obu 
Community in Ukwa East 
LGA is a part and parcel of  

Abia State, and as such, his 
government will take every 
lawful step to protect it from 
a ny  fo r m  o f  un lawfu l  
invasion.

Okezie made it clear that his 
administration will resist any 
form of  expansionist agenda, 
either by communities from 
neighboring states or from any 
outlawed group by whatever 
name called.

Speaking to the delight and 
admiration of  the people of  
the community,  Okezie 
assured them that every 
ava i lab le  space  in  the  
community will, henceforth, 
be well guarded.

He informed them that the 
military had come to stay in 

until a final determination is 
made, Akirika Obu remains in 
Abia State.

He pledged to exercise his 
powers as governor by 
ensuring that the status quo is 
maintained, and especially 
that the lives and properties of  
the people are safeguarded.

Executive Chairman of  
Ukwa East LGA, Hon. Chuks 
Wabara, speaking earlier, 

expressed delight at the visit of  
the governor, noting that this 
was the very first time a sitting 
Governor was visiting the 
area. 

Member representing Ukwa 
East State Constituency at the 
A b i a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  
Assembly, Hon. Paul Taribo, 
expressed gratitude to the 
governor for his prompt action 
to his people's distress call.

t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  
permanently to ensure 
t h e i r  s a f e t y  a n d  
protection.

The governor told them that 
he responded to distress calls 
from the community on the 
invasion of  their homeland by 
hoodlums from both a 
neighboring community in 
Akwa Ibom State and from a 
group, which had been 
outlawed by the federal 
government. 

Ikpeazu, who also spoke on 
the l inger ing boundar y 
dispute between the Akirika 
Obu Community and their 
neighbors in Ika Local 
Government of  Akwa Ibom 
State, said that the matter is 
b e f o r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Boundaries Commission and 

Abia'll not yield any inch of territory 
to criminals - Ikpeazu

Suspects in police net for alleged illegal revenue collections Wednesday in Onitsha, Anambra 
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CRonaldo scored 
to help Juventus 

win a record-extending 
ninth Italian Super Cup 
by beating Napoli 2-0 
on Wednesday and 
became top goalscorer 
in football history with 
760 goals

R o n a l d o  h a s 
surpassed Josef  Bican 
for  the  most  goals 
scored for club and 
country in football 
history – with his tally 
now at 760.

T h e  J u v e n t u s 
forward has continued 
to defy his years since 

u p e r  F a l c o n s 

Sfo rward  As i sa t 
Oshoala was her 

usual busy body midweek 
as she grabbed a brace in 
Barcelona's victory over 
Rayo Vallecano.

The former Arsenal 
and Liverpool ladies ace 
accounted for two of  the 
s e v e n  g o a l s  s c o r e d 
against a helpless Rayo 
Vallecano at the Johan 
C r u y f f  S t a d i u m  i n 
Barcelona.

The former Dalian 
Quanjian F.C. of  China 
ace used the opportunity 

t o  u nve i l  a  T - s h i r t 
dedicated to her step-
mother who passed on 
recently.

It looked more like a 
one sided encounter as 
Barca ladies dominated 
proceedings from the first 
blast of  the whistle.

Jenni Hermoso gave 
Barca the lead in the 4th 
minute  wi th  Ai tana 
doubling the lead seven 
minutes later.

Oshoala first grabbed 
a 15th minute goal before 
converting a rebound 
from impressive strike 
from teammate Caroline 

G r a h a m  H a n s e n . 
Oshoala who joined 
Barcelona initially on 
loan from China in 2017 
h a s  m a d e  o v e r  1 9 
appearances  for  the 
Spanish side with 20 
goals to his credit.

Most soccer fans in 
Spain especially those 
with bias for female 
f o o t b a l l  h av e  b e e n 
reported to bet most 
times that the four times 
A f r i c a n  W o m e n 
Footballer of  the year 
must score a goal in every 
Barca match.

She is so far living up 
their  predict ion and 
expectation.

Of  his 760 official 
goals, as recorded by 
Opta, a whopping 450 
came during his nine-
year spell at Real, while 
h e  n e t t e d  1 1 8  f o r 
Manchester United, 
102 for his country 
Portugal, 85 for current 
club Juve and five at 
Sporting Lisbon.

Ro n a l d o  h e l p e d 
Manchester United win 
the Champions League 
in 2008 and won three 
Premier League titles.

His most prolific 
scoring year came in 
2013 when he found the 
back of  the net 69 times, 

ar r iv ing f rom Real 
Madrid for  around 
£100m in 2018 – and his 
strike against Napoli in 
the Italian Super Cup 
on Wednesday has now 
moved him top of  the 
all-time scoring charts.

The 35-year-old five-
t i m e  B a l l o n  d ' O r 
winner recently moved 
past Brazil legend Pele 
(757) – who moves 
down to third on the all-
t i m e  l i s t  –  w h i l e 
Romario is fourth (743) 
a n d  R o n a l d o ' s 
Barcelona rival Lionel 
Messi makes up the top 
five (71

but he also recorded 34 
in 2007, 35 in 2008, 30 
in 2009, 48 in 2010, 60 
in 2011, 63 in 2012, 61 
in 2014, 57 in 2015, 55 
in 2016 and 53 in 2017.

T h e  f i v e - t i m e 
Champions League 
winner's most prolific 
scoring season, though, 
was in 2011-12 – with 
69 goals overall.

Ronaldo scored 27 
against Sevilla – more 
than any other club – 
while 25 came against 
Atletico Madrid and he 
managed 23 against 
Getafe. He scored 488 
with his right foot, 139 

on his left, 131 with his 
head and two via other 
body parts.

An elated Ronaldo 
h o w e v e r  b e l i e v e s 
s o m e t h i n g  i s  s t i l l 
missing that of  having 
the World Cup trophy 
i n  h i s  k i t t y. A f t e r 
winning the European 
championship the next 
he belives will be the 
world cup.

“We won 2016 and 
now we want to win the 
Wo r l d  C u p,”  s a i d 
Ronaldo. “It's possible, 
y e s ,  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e . 
Everything is possible.

Ronaldo eyes World Cup trophy

Oshoala on fire, scores brace in Vallecano's
7-0 demolition

EPL table and fixtures (At 6pm Thursday)

NPFL table and fixtures

Ronaldo with the Super Coppa Italia trophy

Oshoala celebrating with teamates

Imo govt recovers stolen
Nsu Tiles equipment in
warehouse linked to
Okorocha Pg. 5

Jubilation as
Biden reverses
immigrant
visa ban on
Nigeria,
others

Pg. 5
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