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bia State Governor, Dr. AOkezie Ikpeazu, has 
received the report of the 

Exploratory Committee on the 
Establishment of Abia State 
International University of 
Science and Technology, Aba, a 
publication reports. 

He also said that the project 
will fill a very important void of 
redefining the state and equally 
make a way for the present and 

The Governor while, speaking 
after he was officially presented 
the document by the chairman of 
the committee, Prof Anya 
O.Anya, at a virtual session, said, 
“Time has come for the people of 
Abia to embrace science and 
technology in order to remain 
relevant in the ever-evolving 
world.”

future generation.
The governor, who made it 

clear that, he is mindful of the 
huge financial burden that comes 
with such a gigantic project, 
noted that by the grace of God, the 
idea will be achieved and will not 
be abandoned.

He, however, promised to 
thoroughly study the report and 
set up an implementation team in 
two weeks time in order to 
immediately move the idea to its 
next level.

He also commended Prof. 
Anya and his team members for 
doing a great job despite the 
challenges occasioned by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Also, the State Chief Executive 
said that the first pairs of shoes 
from the recently operationalized 

The event, which was hosted 
via zoom video, was attended by 
the Special Adviser to the 
Governor on Diaspora Matters 
and Special Duties, Dr (Mrs.) 
Ngozi Ogbonna-Erondu.

Others in attendance were 
members of the state executive 
council, state legislators, aides of 
the Governor, Vice-Chancellor of 
Abia State University, Prof Uche 
Ikonne, DG of BCA, Sir Anyaso 
Anyaso, NUJ National Chairman, 
Comrade Chris Isiguzo and the 
state Chairman, Comrade John 
Emejor.

Enyimba Automated Shoe 
Factory, Aba, were ready and 
gave the firm assurance that four 
more shoe factories will be 
activated soon in the state.

Ikpeazu receives report on Abia State 
International University of Science and Technology
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Civil servants were promised 
that as soon as their capturing was 
concluded and the salary payment 
system automated, they will 
simultaneously receive their 
salaries every month at the click a 
button, meaning that disparity in 
payment and receipt of salaries 
will be a thing of the past.

Meanwhile, months after 
perceived conclusion of the 
process, Imo civil servants now 
fear that they may have been 
thrown out from frying pan into 
the fire.

The capturing and automation 
process was given as an excuse 
for the delay in payment of 
workers' salaries for months. 
Uzodimma has promised that the 
process will become seamless as 
soon as the automation was 
concluded.

he automation of salaries Tof Imo civil servants 
which was projected to 

facilitate the salary payment 
system of the state is said to have 
caused more havoc to most civil 
servants, months after its 
commencement.

Many civil servants are of the 
op in ion  t ha t  qua rks  and  
unprofessional hands are being 
used to process the so called 
automation, reason it  has 
continued to be given as excuse 
for owing some workers many 
months  a f t e r  the  sys tem 
commenced.

There is also the case of some 
workers' salaries being cut by 
indiscriminate huge amount of 
money, while money is also 
indiscriminately added to that of 
others without any justifiable 
reasons. Many have described it 
as an error of a hasty, unplanned 
and fraudulent system.

They say the current disparity 
in payment of salaries has never 
been witnessed in the history of 
the state. A situation where some 
people are owed some months 
arrears of salary, while others 
have been paid up to date and 
some have received unspecified 
advance payments.

Some civil and public servants 
who spoke to News Echo on 
condition of anonymity decried a 
situation where their money now 

Imo civil servants lament 
Uzodimma's salary automation
By Uzoma Ogoke

They enthused that salary 
automation should stop being a 
curse to them, but rather bring the 
Eldorado in the salary payment 
system of the state that was 
greatly touted by the state 
governor.

Apart from those who have 
been owed up to eight months 
since the inception of this 
administration, some who have 
now been paid some months, a 
new twist has been added to the 
drama. 

The concerned workers said 
they are expecting that the state 
government should do all it takes 
to ratify the situation and put a 
stop to the sufferings of Imo 
workers who were promised 
"shared prosperity".

There are some who were 
being paid, having been captured 
in the automation process, but 
who did not receive July salaries, 
even when others in their 
ministries, departments and 
agencies received.

come in form of transfers, most 
times without specifying the 
purpose or the month paid.

The chairman disclosed that 
the Library was one of the human 
capital development projects of 

In his address, the Chairman 
described the facility as vital, 
especially in this period of  
Covid-19 pandemic.

he Igwe of Onitsha, Obi TN n a e m e k a  A c h e b e ,  
Wednesday, officially 

commissioned the Onitsha North 
Library, Imeobi Onitsha. The 
Library, located within the lush 
green, flowery precinct of the 
palace of the Obi of Onitsha was 
built by the Chairman of Onitsha 
North Local Government, Patrick 
Mba.

He said it was imperative to 
provide such digital facility for 
children, readers, researchers and 
other categories of stakeholders, 
to enable them access and sustain 
the culture of reading and 
researching without difficulty. 

his administration,  to support the 
royal father's programme of re-
inventing Onitsha to the path of 
reading and researching, for 
which the indigenes were well 
known.

He promised to ensure strict 
behavioral conduct of persons 
who come to access the facility, in 
l ine  wi th  d ignify ing and 
respectful civil ethics. He 
disclosed that security cameras 
are placed at strategic points to 
monitor users of the library and 

He commended Governor 
Willie Obiano and Prof. Kate 
Omenugha, Commissioner for 
Education for lots of achievement 
in education, citing academic 
laurels won at  local  and 
international competitions and 
excellent results in national 
examinations, in addition to the 
first position won by  Regina 
Pacis School, Onitsha at the 
world Technovation competition 
held in 2019 in United States of 
America. 

The Obi of Onitsha, in his 
remarks ,  commended  the  
chairman for investing in library 
facility for the community, 
adding that the project repositions 
Onitsha for reading and learning. 
He said that reading, learning and 
research  were  p ivota l  to  
k n o w l e d g e ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
knowledge is power.

ensure security of people and 
property, adding that Onitsha 
North Local Government will 
work in synergy with the Imeobi 
security infrastructure to ensure 
effective use of the library.

He promised to donate more 
books to the l ibrary and 
announced that the whole 
building will be converted to 
library, whilst the ICT Centre will 
be relocated to the new complex 
under construction.

The commissioning ceremony 
w a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  b y  
government, dignitaries and cross 
sections of the society.

Achebe commissions Onitsha North Library
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe,
Onitsha

resident Muhammadu Buhari is Pexpected to a shock cabinet 
reshuffle that would see more 

technocrats join the government 
before the end of September, THE 
WHISTLER has been reliably 
informed.

A Presidency source revealed that 
Buhari had instructed his Chief of 
Staff to collect the CVs of some 
persons he would like to be part of his 
government while he's expected to 
drop some of his current ministers.

Although the reasons for the 
planned reshuffle were still hazy, the 
President is said to be bothered by 
allegation of non-performance 
leveled against his administration by 
people he called “irresponsible and 
politically motivated activist” on 
Tuesday while addressing the 
Ministerial Performance Review 
Retreat in Abuja.

While the president believes his 
administration has done creditably 
well, he is said to have yielded to 
pressure to energize his cabinet and 
bring in technocrats who would give 
the government some clout locally 
and internationally.

But our source could not confirm 
if the impending changes would 

include the military hierarchy, 
especially in view of agitations by a 
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  
representation in the security 
architecture of the country.

“The president is his own adviser 
on military matters since he is himself 
a retired military general,” the source 
stated.

It is also unclear which ministers 
or aides would be asked to go, but the 
source believes Buhari had already 
made up his mind on who would leave 
the cabinet as far back as February, 
adding that the outbreak of the 
Coronavirus pandemic held his 
hands.

The source suggested that the 
president may also be considering 
appointing some Nigerians in 
Diaspora to be part of the new cabinet. 
“You cannot make appointments at a 
time when the airspace is closed and 
people can neither fly in or out of the 
country. That's why he delayed some 
of the appointments he could have 
made earlier.

“But now that the airspace is open, 
I can assure you the President will 
make the changes before the end of 
September. That is what will follow 
the ministerial retreat”

Buhari plans cabinet shake-up

“This is in furtherance of the 
activities of these organisations to 
address the state of insecurity in our 
land and the ongoing killing of Igbo 
Christian youths at the hands of 
armed herdsmen and Nigerian 

he World Igbo Congress, WIC, Thas invited the general public, 
particularly those with useful 

information, to give an account of 
how the August 23 massacre of 
unarmed Igbo Youths in Emene-
Enugu took place. 

The group said that the material 
information it's searching for include 
facts and figures, videos and other 
materials that will help them unearth 
those involved in the Enugu killings 
of unarmed Igbo youths in Emene. 

Further to the probe, the WIC 
media action announced a joint 
conference meeting with Nigerian 
Christian Lives Matter and other 
media groups around the world on 
September 12, 2020. 

Other legal luminaries will also 
address the council. WIC Public 
Relations Officer, Hon Basil 
Onwukwe said “It is our goal to make 
all Igbo part of the communication 
chain that will expose the atrocities in 
our homelands. “I urge all to get 
involved on Twitter, Facebook, 
YouTube, WhatsApp, Telegram, and 
Instagram, so that we can bring them 
to justice.

forces,” WIC said in a press release. 

 “The deliberate killings of 
unarmed youths such as on Sunday 
morning the 23rd of August 2020 
incident in their place of worship 
must stop in Nigeria.”

The group further revealed that 
the Igbo Congress Board Chairman, 
Prof Anthony Ejiofor will be 
addressing the World Media Council, 
on issues concerning incessant 
killings of Christian youths in Nigeria 
and measures put in place to bring the 
culprits to justice. 

World Igbo Congress 
probes Enugu killings

rophet Chisom Ekwonna of Pthe Living Seed Ministry, 
L a g o s  w h o  p r e d i c t e d  

correctly the ouster of Gov.Emeka 
Ihedioha (Nigerian Horn, Sept 23, 
2019) and the exit of the former Chief 
Justice of Nigeria, Justice Onnoghen 
is at it again.

To Uzodimma, he said, “do not 
waste your money trying to retain 
your seat, there is no amount of 
money or effort or connection that can 
keep you on that seat and whoever 

In his recent predictions made 
through phone, he told our reporter 
that God is about to change the 
government in Imo State. In his 
words, “I saw wide jubilations in 
almost all corners of Imo state. Very 
soon God is going to change the 
government in Imo. It is God that is 
dethroning Uzodimma and not man.''

E k w o n n a  a d v i s e d  u n p a i d   
pensioners and civil servants that 
protest is not the best solution and 
advised them to pray for 3 days with 
Daniel 7:21-22 and Jeremiah 23:29 
because “God is bringing laughter to 
them very soon''

that tries to play partial on that matter 
will pay with his life. Imo matter is a 
battle between man and God. Any 
man interfering should be careful 
because that person is fighting the 
will of God for the state.''

He recalled that he had earlier asked 
the governor to resign and that when 
the Supreme Court gave their verdict 
in favour of Uzodinma he predicted 
that there is another Supreme Court 
matter, and that is the Supreme Court 
of Heaven which he said is about to 
deliver their judgment.(National 
Question News magazine Jan 21, 
2020). 

“I see a state burial in Imo. People 
should pray to avert it.'' When asked 
about the controversial Okigwe 
Senate bye-election he said that he 
will predict the winner in another 
prophesy but added that whoever 
represents the zone will do well for 
the people. 

On the Edo election, he stated that 
the incumbent governor now in the 
People's Democratic Party (PDP) will 
win but the state will remain an APC 
state. According to him, “the 
agreement to resign and return to APC 
has been signed spiritually.''

“I see an air crash that will consume 
the life of an incumbent governor in 
the South East'', but he did not 
disclose who will be involved.

Prophet Ekwonna explodes again
By Afam Echi
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Abdurrahman said this in a 
s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  b y  t h e  
Command's Public Relations 
Officer, ASP Daniel Ndukwe, and 
made available to newsmen in 
Enugu.

“The attention of the Command 
has been drawn to a malicious 
claim making the rounds on social 
media that one Ofornedum Okafor, 
an IPOB member, was arrested and 
detained at University of Nigeria 
Teaching  Hospi ta l ,  Enugu 
alongside his grandfather by the 
police.

ommissioner of Police, CEnugu State, CP Ahmad 
A b d u r r a h m a n ,  o n  

Thursday said the police were 
treating the detained Indigenous 
People of Biafra member with a 
bullet wound to make him fit to 
face trial.

Abdurrahman said the suspect 
was taken to the hospital for 
treatment to enable him to be fit 
e n o u g h  t o  f a c e  c r i m i n a l  
prosecution alongside four others.

He said the police neither 
demanded money for the bail of the 
suspect nor was his grandfather or 
any member of his family arrested, 
detained, and released after 
extorting N55,000 at Central 
Police Station, Enugu as alleged.

The commissioner said the four 
others had already been charged to 
court and remanded in correctional 
service custody for the offences of 
conspiracy, treasonable felony, 
and murder.

“The social media publication 

He said the allegation by a 
publication that the suspect was 
chained and left to bleed to death 
was a piece of misleading 
information, adding that the public 
should disregard it.

Enugu killings: Detained 
IPOB member not dead – Police

“The Command warns that such 
acts of calumny against the police 
and aimed at misinforming, 
misleading and causing tension in 
the hitherto very peaceful state and 
threat to the police, will not be 
tolerated from individuals or 
groups.

“The Command took and has 
been funding the treatment of the 
said suspect in the mentioned 
hospital so he can be fit enough to 
face pending charges against him 
and four others in the court of law.

The hospitalised suspect was 
among five IPOB members 
arrested by police during the 
bloody clash between security 
agencies and members of IPOB in 
Enugu State on August 23.

“Furthermore, that the Police, 
according to the statement credited 
to one Emma Powerful, the 
spokesman of the proscribed 
group, is demanding for over 
N200,000 bribe for his bail after 
extorting the sum of N55,000 
before releasing his grandfather.

alleged that they were detained on 
the order of the Commissioner of 
Police, who wants him to die in 
police custody where he is 
chained, rather than being treated 
from the bullets wounds his men 
illegally inflicted on him.

“And that the Commissioner 
will “pay a heavy price” should 
anything happen to the suspect.

“In view of the above, the 
Command enjoins the general 
public, particularly residents of the 
State, to completely disregard such 
unfounded, baseless and spurious 
claims, which contain no iota of 
fact or truth.

“The Command notes that any 
person(s) found wanting will be 
made to face the full weight of the 
law,'' he said.

Youths protest as NSCDC 
official kills man in Abia

But the deceased was said to 
have insisted that the Hilux jeep ply 
the Aba- Ikot Ekpene highway as 

However, they defied the 
security agents amidst sporadic 
gunshots and paraded the corpse at 
some media houses in the area. It 
was gathered that the NSCDC 
official attached to the Akwa Ibom 
S t a t e  C o m m a n d  w a s  
accompanying some white men to 
Akwa Ibom State when he shot 
Nwaogu as the Hilux Van in which 
they were travelling with made to 
pass through his(Nwaogu's) 
compound due to the dilapidated 
state of the Aba- Ikot Ekpene 
highway in the area.

The youths marched with the 
corpse to Aba town where they 
were confronted by several patrol 
teams of soldiers and policemen. 
Even the efforts of the Transition 
Committee Chairman of Obingwa 
Council, Chief Kingsley Nnaji, 
failed to sway the youths to abort 
the protest. 

ouths numbering over Y1,000 from Umuokpo 
community,  Obingwa 

council area, took over Ikot Ekpene 
highway following the killing of 
their kinsman, Onyedikachi 
Nwaogu, by an operative of the 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defense, NSCDC, identified as 
Inspector Robinson Otobong Abel. 

After the shooting, he reportedly 
threw the body into the back of the 
Hilux jeep and fled the area 
towards the border with Akwa 
Ibom state. As they were arrested, 
the youths set ablaze the Hilux van 
while security arrested the NSCDC 
official and others with him. 

They had gone past the Abia side 
of the border when some people 
contacted the military men at the 
Akwa Ibom end who stopped them. 
They would have thrown away his 
corpse or even brand him an armed 
robber. He has been shot dead by a 
security man without committing 
any offence, left his wife and four 
children. This is the height of 
wickedness.” 

According to the residents; “as 
the civil defence man saw our 
brother in a pool of blood and 
struggling for life, he threw him 
into the back of the Hilux jeep and 
their driver sped off. We raised 
alarm and some youths started 
chasing them. 

his father's compound was not a 
road. Residents of the community 
told reporters that the NSCDC 
official after barking at the 
deceased to make way, pulled his 
gun and shot him on the legs and 
fired another shot into his stomach.

Residents of Road 4 in 
Akwakuma community, 
O w e r r i  N o r t h  L o c a l  

Government Area of Imo State are 
currently in palpable fear as deep 
gully erosion has cut into two the 
road that connects the area with 
other parts of the state. This is now 
threatening lives and property 
within the area.

Speaking during the inspection 
visit at the site of the disaster, 
Nwachukwu sympathized with 

The Special Adviser to the 
governor on National Assembly 
and Ecological Matters, Hon 
Austin Nwachukwu was sent by the 
governor to obtain first hand 
information on the natural disaster. "I want to urge residents of this 

area to have faith in the government 
of Senator Hope Uzodimma which 

residents of the area who he noted 
has been cut off from their normal 
daily activities. He told them that 
the governor, who has great 
concern over the incident, sent him 
as a forerunner and will come also 
to see for himself.

This is very devastating, 
pathetic and heart-rending, because 
people of this community are 
actually cut off from the rest of the 
world".

The SA made it clear that Imo 
State has suffered so much in 
ecological disasters, reason the 
governor deemed it necessary to 
appoint him SA on ecological 
matters, first of its kind in the state.

Imo community cut off from world
-Cries for rescue
By Jennifer John

will come to your rescue and as 
well attract federal government 
presence to remedy this situation, 
which if not checked have the 
potential of wiping away the 
community".

The reporter was not able to 
access the residents who shouted 
from a distance from their 
buildings and urging that the 
governor should save their souls. 
The dangers suffered by them 
include emergencies that may 
result from health challenges.

The people have been so cut off 
to the extent that they use two 
ladders placed in between the bad 
spot from where they descend from 
one ladder and ascend to the other 
ladder before getting out of their 
residence. 

The commanding officer, NSCDC Imo State, Raji Ibrahim Adedoyin (centre) in a 
group photograph with leadership of PMAN, Imo State and some senior officers of 
NSCDC after a courtesy call by PMAN leadership on commandant

he Performing Musicians TAssociation of Nigeria 
(PMAN) has solicited the 

assistance of the Nigerian Security 
and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) 
towards enforcing its membership 
regulations.

While extolling the importance of 

music, the commandant urged the 

musicians to use their music to 

impact positive values on the young 

Addressing leadership of the 
association who called on him in his 
office, the NSCDC commanding 
officer for Imo State, ACG Raji 
Ibrahim Adedoyin promised that the 
command will in line with its 
mandate of law enforcement, accord 
them all the necessary assistants they 
require.

Ibrahim who was recently elevated 
to the rank of Assistant Commandant 
General (ACG), however pointed out 
that though a trade union, the 
association should be tactical in its 
approach to enforcement of 
membership regulat ions.  He 
suggested that it should be better to 
use persuasion which entails, 
inviting and persuading musicians in 
the state to join the association, than 
arresting and impounding their 
musical equipment which will not be 
the best civil approach.

ones. He said by their talents, 

musicians have same influence like 

pastors because people listens and 

emulate them.

Based on the above, he stressed the 

need for them to always organize 

seminars and sensitization workshop 

to impact positive morals on their 

members and redirect erring ones.
Earlier in his address, the Governor 

of PMAN, Imo State chapter, 
Comrade Bismarck Ekeocha 
informed the commandant that the 
association, which is undergoing 
reformation, has set up a taskforce to 
enforce membership regulations and 
needs the assistance of the NSCDC 
and other security agents.

Ekeocha made it clear that the 

association has the authorization to 

bar any musician who fails to register 

with it from performing as a 

musician. He added that the 

association encompasses all genre of 

music; highlife, bongo, juju, Fuji, 

t r a d i t i o n a l ,  v o c a l i s t s ,  

instrumentalists and makes it 

mandatory for them to register with 

it.

He informed him and other senior 
NSCDC officials that PMAN is a 
trade union association which is 
registered with the Corporate Affairs 
Commission and has the mandate to 
regulate the practice and conduct of 
musicians in the country.

The Community said that  
a l though Rivers  s ta tement  
government knows about  these 
attack, it was yet to write it 
formally to complain about them  .

he people Ogu Kingdom in TOgu/Bolo council of Rivers 
state  having suffered series 

of  attacks  and sometime killings 
of their citizens could no longer 
bear it as they cried out to Rivers 
state government and security 
agencies for protection.

Addressing Journalists  in a 
gathering at the palace of their 
traditional ruler, the Ogu divisional 
council of chiefs (ODCC)and their 
natives, in the presence of security 
operatives , narrated how  Ogu 
citizens  have either been 
kidnapped , killed assaulted  with 
machete  in one spot opposite the 
secondary school at Eteo, a 
neighboring community.

The chairman of the  divisional  
rulers' council , Chief  Spiff  Mica 
Tar ibo-  Amgbara  JP,  who  
addressed on behalf of  His 
Majesty,Kingh Nicholas Nimenibo 
said that the attack which started as 
far back as 2014  , reached its 
height  on sept. 2020 with the 
gruesome murder of  one of the 
community's illustrious sons  and 
patriot, Mr. Godknows  Opuda.

Chief Taribo- Amgbara stated 
that on Wednesday sept. 2, 2020 a 
joint public announcement was 
issued by himself  as the Oodcc 
Chairman and Engr. Omiebi 
Davids to express the community's 
grief over the latest killing.

PMAN sets up taskforce 
for membership drive

Killings: Ogu Kingdom in 
Rivers sends SOS to Rivers 
Govt., Security Agencies
By Joe Ezuma, Port Harcourt 

By Uzoma Ogoke
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hen Nigerian politicians 

Waspire for power, they will 
promise the electorates 

heaven on earth. No sooner had they 
assumed office then they kick away the 
ladder that afforded them the opportunity 
to climb. Politicians of Igbo extraction are 
no less different. The common experience 
is that these politicians aside from looting 
to serve their selfish political interest 
indulge in unnecessary ego massaging 
power play that undermines the same 
electorates that they have sworn to serve.

It is said that when two elephants fight 
it is the grasses that suffers and sadly this 
has been the lot of the people of the South 
East who are treated to a theatrical drama 
of the people, they have elected to serve 
them. The servants suddenly become 
lords dispensing and frittering the 
common wealth of the people in a manner 
that suits their fancy to the neglect of the 
masses. 

There is virtually none of the South 
East governors or the major political big 
wigs that is not engaged in a fratricidal 
war to undermine and outwit each other 
in a game of witch hunt. If it is not an 
intra or inter party squabbles it would be 
personality clashes to flaunt wealth or 
power.  What is more disturbing is that 
these energies and resources dissipated 
are not channelled into developing the ala 
Igbo and its people.

While we cry of our marginalization in 
the larger Nigerian enclave and rather 
than focus to find our bearing and forge a 
common political front to salvage what is 
left of our people, we engage each other in 
a senseless war of attrition. This has 
enraged many other well-meaning Igbos 
leaving so much doubt about our 
leadership capabilities to sail the ship to a 
safe shore. This is the reason many people 
do not believe in the Igbo project.

It is also the reason many other tribes 
people view us as an unserious bunch 
incapable of leading ourselves. There are 
so many development agenda that should 
seriously engage our leaders' attention 
than they trivialities they waste energy 
and time on. It is difficult to understand 
why these leaders are turning their 
weapons against themselves rather than 
face the external  agg ression and 
underdevelopment plus marginalization 
of the Igbo man.

We  h ave  h a d  s o  m a n y  i s s u e s 
confronting the interests of the Igbos but 
they all draw blank seal their mouth yet 
they claim Igbo leaders. How many of 
these combatants rose to the challenge of 
confronting the authorities over the 
untimely dispatch into the great beyond of 
unarmed Igbo youths. It is a sad reality 
again that they have looked on while 
water is consuming their subjects. What 
does leadership mean to them?

News Echo notes with deep regrets the 

recent reported unnecessary show of 
power between two illustrious Igbo sons, 
the governor of Anambra State and an oil 
mogul Chief Arthur Eze. The incident 
clearly has sent a wrong signal to the 
outside world and cast aspersion on the 
maturity, tolerance and leadership skills 
of the combatants. There is nothing 
wrong with having squabbles with others; 
life provides numerous opportunities for 
differences. But there is everything wrong 
with allowing such disagreements to 
fester and become a public show of shame.

Also, the retaliatory action of the 
governor in purchasing cars for all the 
traditional rulers in the state to rival what 
Arthur Eze has done in our own views 
amounts to reckless spending of public 
funds. It would be pertinent to question if 
this project was ever captured in the state 
appropriation bill and is it a priority 
project. The governor needs to come clean 
of  this sudden capital outlay. The 
legislature if it is alive to its responsibility 
should get Obiano to account. It is certain 
that such expenditure may not have come 
from his personal resources.

News Echo strongly frowns at the 
attitude of desecrating our traditional 
institutions by politicians for their selfish 
gains. The traditional institutions we note 
regrettably have become a pawn in the 
chess board of political desperadoes. This 
is unfortunate. The traditional rulers' role 
in the governance of their people should 
not be negated. The traditional stools by 
custom are sacred and should be so 
treated.

We are also uncomfortable with 
traditional rulers who lend themselves 
cheap to politicians because of greed and 
pecuniary interests. They should accord 
themselves respect bearing in mind that 
any wrong step they take reflects on their 
image, the institution they represent and 
their people generally.

We commend the effort in setting up a 
peace resolution committee by Anambra 
elders as a good step in the right direction. 
Everything should be done to thrash this 
matter to allow peace reign supreme. We 
advise other states to take a cue from 
A n a m b r a  a n d  r e s o l ve  w h a t e ve r 
squeamish that may exist. A kingdom 
divided against itself cannot stand.

The purchase of expensive cars by 
Arthur Eze for the twelve traditional 
rulers he took to Abuja to see Buhari and 
who were subsequently slammed a one-
year suspension by Obiano was no doubt 
to spite the governor. Many right-
thinking Igbos have queried the propriety 
of the action, if it is the right manner to 
spend personal resources when there were 
many pressing issues of public concern 
begging for attention in a state where its 
citizens and youths are weighed down by 
excruciating poverty and ter rible 
unemployment. 

South East governors and
power play of Igbo politicians

Tasie Chidiebere

Circulation	Executives
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BellBellBell
Snoop DoggSnoop DoggSnoop Dogg

Friday, September 11, 2020

RIP: Kool & The
Gang Star Dies At 68

BBNaija 2020: Leave Nengi alone, other
girls are waiting outside – Neo tells Ozo

Broda Shaggi reacts to man who says he's not funny 
NeoNeoNeo OzoOzoOzo NengiNengiNengi

Broda ShaggiBroda ShaggiBroda Shaggi

opular Nigerian 

Pcomedian Broda 
S h a g g i  h a s 

responded to a Twitter 
user called Irunnia who 
said that the comic actor 
isn't funny. Shaggi, who 
is also known as fine boy 
agbe ro,  took  to  h i s 
Twitter page to also react 
to  the  s ta tement  o f  
Irunnia. A few days ago, 
Irunnia, who describes 
himself  as a funny and 
controversial content 
creator, expressed how 

h e  f e e l s  a b o u t  t h e 
comedian. According to 
him, Broda Shaggi is 
f u n n y.  T h e  c o n t e n t 
c r e a t o r  s t a t e d  t h a t 
Shaggi's skits are too long 
and unnecessary. Noting 
that he would do better as 
an actor, he advised the 
comedian to go into full 
time acting. Noting that 
he does not know how to 
use Twitter, Shaggi, in a 
joking manner said that 
he has been depressed for 

Snoop Dogg gets set for
covid-19 performance

Figure 3
Shan George

engaged again

Pg. 6

Pg. 6

Pg. 6

Continued on Pg. 6

Pg. 6
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The beginnings of  Kool & 
The Gang were formed when 
Bell and his brother Robert 'Kool' 
Bell would collect old paint cans 
and use them as makeshift 
percussion instruments.

ool & The Gang co-Kfounder Ronald Bell 
has died at the age of  

68 according to Huffington Post.
A representative for the 

music ian sa id  he  died on 
Wednesday at his home in the 
US Virgin Islands with his wife 
by his side. No cause of  death 
was released.

They later went on to form 
the Jazziacs with friends Robert 

“Spike”  Mickens,  Dennis 
Thomas,  Ricky Westf ie ld, 
George Brown, and Charles 
Smith, eventually becoming 
Kool & The Gang.

The singer and songwriter co-
founded Kool & The Gang in 
New Jersey in 1964 and wrote 
some of  the group's best-known 
songs, including party staple 
Celebration, Cherish, Jungle 
Boogie, and Summer Madness.

The band were one of  the 
biggest of  the 1970s and won the 
Grammy for Album Of The Year 
in 1978 for their work on the 
S a t u r d a y  N i g h t  F e v e r 
soundtrack.

She also told him that she 
sees him as a brother, and he 
isn't the typical guy she would 
love  to  da te  or  be  in  a 

ig Brother Nigeria Bhousemate, Neo 
has advised his 

f e l l ow  h o u s e m a t e,  O z o 
against continuously pursuing 
his love interest, Nengi.

Ozo has continuously 
made his intentions and 
feelings known to Nengi who 
has told him countless times 
that they cannot be together as 
couple.

 f ew  d ay s.  H e as t a t e d  t h a t  h e 
wants  to  know 

what he did to the Twitter 

user that made him make 
such a statement about his 
skits. According to him, 
the Twitter user wants to 

isqualified DB i g 
B r o t h e r 

N a i j a ,  B B N a i j a 
housemate, Erica has 
begged for support 
f r o m  N i g e r i a n s 
despite her being sent 
out from the reality 
show.

Recall that Erica 
was disqualified and 
left the Lockdown 
house on Sunday after 
flouting several house 
rules.

A m o n g  o t h e r 
of fences,  she  was 
f o u n d  g u i l t y  o f  
pouring water on the 

She was also found 
guilty of  bullying and 
trying to confront the 
production team.

Speaking in a new 
video shared on social 
media, Erica pleaded 
w i t h  eve r yo n e  t o 
support her, adding 

Head Of  House bed 
stopping Prince, her 
deputy, from sleeping 
in it.

The Abia-born ex-
h o u s e m a t e  a l s o 
hurled insults and 
threatened to  ki l l 
fel low housemate, 
Laycon outside the 
house.

Erica said: “Please 
all I ask for is support. 
You know I'm human 
and bound to make 
mistakes.

that she is human and 
b o u n d  t o  m a k e 
mistakes.

T h e  v i d e o  i s 
coming days after her 
fans got slammed for 
setting up a GoFund 
account to support the 
actress despite the 
economic realities in 
Nigeria.

“I f  I  make  any 
mistake, please I'm 
begging you guys just 
support me.”

sca t te r  h i s  source  o f  
livelihood as he feeds 
himself  and family from 
the proceeds that he makes 

wa r d - w i n n i n g 

AN o l l y w o o d 
A c t r e s s ,  S h a n 

George is engaged and ready 
to tie the nuptial nut.

The movie star, who has 
been married thrice, shared a 
picture of  her engagement 
ring and captioned it:

“As scared and skeptical as 
I've been all these past years, 
based on unfavourable past 
experiences, this one seems to 
be just too right to be afraid of  
or to hide. So I SAID YES!! 
To my best friend, my brother, 
partner, business associate, 
fellow Cross Riverian, my 
ride or die since 1800, my 
available shoulder to cry on 
always. Let's try again this 
one last time. It's never too 
late. Yes, I Love You Too,' she 
wrote on Instagram.”

The 50-year-old Rivers 
State-born actress has had her 
fair share of  scandals in 
recent times.

Shan George has two 
grown sons Delnoi and Jaga.

relationship with.

He also told him that he 
should give himself  some 
accolades because he is also 
good-looking and so many 
women will jump on the 
opportunity of  being with him 
outside the house.

However,  Neo  whi l e 
having a discussion with him 
on Thursday morning told 
him to let go of  Nengi.

Ozo has, however, refused 
to let go, adding that he has 
never felt this way towards a 
woman before.

“You are a great guy. If  
someone is not treating you 
well, just pack your loads and 
go.  Give  yourse l f  some 
accolades man.

“Just face your hustle and 
do your things. A lot of  people 
outside this house will want to 
be with you,” Neo said.

“See how you look with all 
the sexiness and just stop 
following someone that will 
keep treating you as trash.

He further advised him not 
to let any woman treat him like 
trash all in the name of  love.

They are also one of  the most 
sampled artists of  all time, with 
the horns from their 1973 funky 
jam Jungle Boogie featuring 
hundreds of  other songs.

In 2015, Kool & the Gang 
were honoured with a star on the 
Hollywood Walk Of  Fame.

Despite his huge legacy, Bell 
remained humble when asked 
about his contributions to music 
in an interview with New Yorker 
in 2018:

A lot of  the songs, I may have 
spearheaded them. But it's really, 
with a 'K,' the [collective] genius 
of  a band called Kool & The 
Gang.

h e Tinternational 
r a p  s t a r , 

Snoop Dogg is currently 
making preparations 
a h e a d  o f  h i s 
performance to raise 
funds  fo r  the  f i gh t 
against COVID-19.

S n o o p  w i l l  b e 
streaming live from his 
c o m p o u n d  i n  L o s 

According to  an 
Instagram post by the 
rapper, he went into 
partnership with top 
entertainment players to 
perform at the virtual 
show scheduled for 
Saturday, September 12, 
2020.

Angeles to millions of  
homes in Africa and 
around the world to raise 
f u n d s  f o r  t h e 
International Medical 
Corps, which is helping 
t o  f i g h t  t h e  g l o b a l 
pandemic and provide 
life-saving care around 
the world.

S ince  the  World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) declared the 
COVID-19 outbreak a 

S n o o p  l i s t e d 
Nigeria, and the UK as 
part of  the countries that 
he will be broadcasting 
his live performance to 
come Saturday.

This show will be the 
first of  many shows 
c r e a t e d  b y  C o u c h 
Concerts Live, a new 
streaming platform that 
presents major artists' 
performances in support 
of  those suffering from 
the effects of  global 
crises, from COVID-19 
to climate change and 
more.

pandemic on March 11, 
2020, Snoop and other 
international music stars 
h av e  c o n t i n u e d  t o 
sensitise the public and 
support noble causes in 
f i gh t ing  the  g loba l 
pandemic.

Friday, September 11, 2020

Entertainment/Showbiz/Lifestyle
Ronald Bell, Kool &... From pg. 5 From pg. 5

From pg. 5
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BBNaija	2020: Leave Nengi...

Broda Shaggi reacts... 

Shan George...

Snoop Dogg gets...

BBNaija 2020: Please support
me – Erica begs Nigerians 

GeorgeGeorgeGeorge

EricaEricaErica
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8 Nigerian celebrities with eye-popping mansions 
n  A f r i c a , Ipar t icularly in 

Nigeria, one way 
to show great wealth is to 
have a big house that 
leaves many in awe. A 
number of  Nigerian 

The actress took to her 
social media page to share 
lovely photos of  her new 
home. Since the move into her 
mansion, the mother of  two 
has taken time to decorate her 
new property to fit her taste.

1. Iyabo Ojo: Veteran 
Nollywood actress, Iyabo 
Ojo, recently became the 
proud new owner of  a luxury 
mansion in a high-brow area 
of  Lagos, Lekki. She held her 
housewarming party and it 
had a number of  celebrities in 
attendance. 

2. Bimbo 
and Okiki 
Afolayan
: About a 
year ago, 
Nollywoo
d celebrity 
c o u p l e , 
B i m b o 
and Okiki 

Afolayan 
t o o k  t o 
s o c i a l 
media to 
celebrate 
a f t e r 
unveiling 
their new 
mansion. 

3 .  M e r c y 
A i g b e : 
Sometime in 
2018, actress 
M e r c y 
A i g b e , 
b e c a m e  a 
home owner 
as she took to 
social media 

to unveil her 
m a n s i o n . 
T h e  f i l m 
star's edifice 
was a cause 
f o r 
admiration 
for many on 
social media. 

4 .  T o k e 
M a k i n w a : 
This media 
personali ty 
a l s o  m a d e 
w a v e s  i n 
2 0 1 8  a f t e r 
she acquired 
her beautiful 
new home. 
According to 

s e v e r a l 
sources, Toke 
acquired the 
house which 
is said to be a 
m a n s i o n 
a l l e g e d l y 
w o r t h 
N 2 6 0 m  i n 
B a n a n a 
Island. 

celebrities are on this 
pedestal as they have 
b e e n  a b l e  t o  g e t 
t h e m s e l v e s  l u x u r y 
p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e 
admiration of  their fans 
on social media. Today, 

we would be looking at 
some Nigerian celebrities 
who have eye-popping 
mansions that they have 
showcased on social 
media. 

5 . 
Bobrisky: 
P o p u l a r 
N i g e r i a n 
c r o s s -
dresser, Idris 
O k u n e y e 
a k a 
Bobrisky, is 

g r e a t l y 
a d m i r e d  b y 
fans on social 
m e d i a .  T h e 
music star also 
shows off  his 
property from 
time to time on 
his Instagram 
page. 

m u s i c 

group has 

continued 

t o  w o w 

fans with 

photos of 

h i s  e y e -

p o p p i n g 

mansion. 

B a n a n a 
I s l a n d , 
Lagos. He 
gave fans 
on social 
m e d i a  a 
tour of his 
new home. 

8. Davido: 
T o p 
N i g e r i a n 
s i n g e r , 
D a v i d o , 
r e c e n t l y 
acquired a 
mansion in 

6 .  P e t e r 
O k o y e : 
N i g e r i a n 
singer, Peter 
Okoye of  the 
d e f u n c t 
PSquare group 
i s  a l s o  o n e 
m u s i c  s t a r 
whose massive 
home has been 

7 .  P a u l 

O k o y e : 

P a u l 

O k o y e , 

who is also 

the second 

member of 

the defunct 

P S q u a r e 

o n e  c e l e b 
w h o  l i k e s 
flashy things 
a n d  h i s 
h o m e  h a s 
b e e n 
described by 
some as eye-
popping. 

Read and advertise 
in News Echo

Iyabo’s mansionIyabo’s mansionIyabo’s mansion
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Mercy’s mansionMercy’s mansionMercy’s mansion

Toke’s mansionToke’s mansionToke’s mansion Davido’s mansionDavido’s mansionDavido’s mansion

Paul’s mansionPaul’s mansionPaul’s mansion

Peter’s mansionPeter’s mansionPeter’s mansion

Bobrisky’s mansionBobrisky’s mansionBobrisky’s mansion
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They're smart; Netflix co-owner on Meghan
Markle and Prince Harry deal

eghan Markle Ma n d  P r i n c e 
Harry accepted 

a multi-million-dollar Netflix 
deal. The co-CEO of  the giant 
streaming service company, 
Reed Hast ings,  recent ly 
shared  h is  thought  and 
opinions on the couple's 
acceptance. According to 
Hastings, the couple had 
multiple offers and had done 
thorough research before 
deciding on the huge Netflix 
deal. This is something that 
Reed has said he thinks is the 
best decision the couple could 
make, for both Netflix and 
themselves. "They're smart - 
they were shopping it around 

avid Adeleke Dprofessionally 
k n o w n  a s 

Davido is back with a banger 
and as it appears, a new song 
too titled Fem. The popular 
singer who has one of  the 
largest fanbases in Nigeria, 
took to his Twitter page to 
announce the release of  his 
new song. Davido's return to 
social media has left many 
people excited. In the tweet, 
he talked about people who 
talk about others and don't 
want to see them shine, and 

those who don't understand 
why they can never have 
what others have. "To the 
people talking about you 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t 
understand your shine, dey 
don't understand your grace, 
dey don't understand why 
they can never be what you 
a re  o r  have  what  you 
have..we say #FEM! OUT 
NOW! Visuals out by 7pm 
WAT! Heard y'all missed 
me," he tweeted. This epic 
comeback on social media is 

the first since he 
embarked on his 
hiatus over three 
m o n t h s  a g o , 
leaving many fans 
concerned. Well, 
it appears he is 
back and better. 
C u r r e n t l y 
trending at the 
number spot on 
social media is 
Davido as many 
fans express their 
excitement over 
his return. 

Hastings also shared a lot of  
excitement over his partnership 
with Meghan and Harry, 
saying that it was going to be 
"epic" having them at Netflix. 
“ I t ' s  g o n n a  b e  e p i c 
entertainment - so excited 
about that deal," he said. The 
c o u p l e  w i l l  b e  d o i n g 
documentaries, docu-series, 
feature films, scripted shows 
and children's programming 
e x c l u s i v e  f o r  N e t f l i x , 

a c r o s s  a l l  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
companies, and I think we 
really put together the best 
complete package, and we're 
going to do a wide range of  
entertainment with them,” he 
said in a CNBC interview. 

something which Hastings 
believes will be "some of  the 
most-viewed content next 
year". 

Earlier this year, the couple 

revealed that they will be 

denounc ing  the i r  roya l 

responsibilities and seeking 

financial independence from 

the royal family. This meant 

that the couple had to give up 

their income, which at the 

time was funded by taxpayers. 

The Duke and Duchess 

subsequently promised to pay 

back all the money they used 

to renovate their home, the 

Frogmore Cottage. According 

to their spokesperson, the 

money given back to the 

taxpayers fully covered all of  

the renovation costs. 

“ I  k e e p  t e l l i n g 
everyone that whether 

Big  Brother  Nai ja 
H o u s e m a t e , 
Kiddwaya has said 

that he feels that he has 
achieved a lot just by 
being in the lockdown 
house.

“If  I make it past the 
Sunday eviction or not, 
either way, I will be 
okay.

Kiddwaya, during a 
c o nve r s a t i o n  w i t h 
Laycon on Thursday 
morning said he feels 
like he has achieved a 
lot because he has spent 
up to 8 weeks in the 
house.

“There are so much 
to be thankful for and I 
will be equally grateful 
that I got this far.

He also said that 
whether he gets evicted 
on Sunday or not, he 
will still be grateful, as 
staying in the house for 
this long is already an 
achievement.

n 2020, Abaga has Ialready released two 
bodies of  work; Judah 

EP and The Live Report - a 
collaborative EP with 100 
C r o w n s  b o s s ,  A Q . 
Rendezvous 2 would mark an 
unprecedented third release 
of  the year from a rap legend 
who is about to his his 40's. 
On February 9, 2020, MI 
Abaga released the critically-
acclaimed 15-track playlist, 
Rendzevouz. It featured 
some of  Nigeria 's  most 
impressive emerging acts as 
well as some established acts 
across the country and the 
African continent. 

It also housed a diverse 
range of  styles. The album 
also came off  the back of  
Abaga's transition into an 
e l d e r  s t a t e s m a n  a n d 
kingmaker in Nigerian music. 

Rendezvous 2 would mark 
a third serialized project 
concept in Abaga's career. 
The first was the classic 
trilogy, Illegal Music - which 
Abaga keeps claiming has 
run its course, to the chagrin 
of  fans. The second is Yxng 
Dxnzl which has only seen 
one volume, but is due two 
other volumes; A Study of 
Society and A Study of 
Governance. 

you stay till the end, you have to 
be proud of  yourself  for coming 
this far.

“I feel like I have achieved a 
lot just by being in this house 
and staying this long,” he said.

BBNaija	2020: I will be grateful if

evicted at this point – Kiddwaya

Davido returns
to social media

MI Abaga set to
release 'Rendezvous 2'

DavidoDavidoDavido

Meghan & HarryMeghan & HarryMeghan & Harry HastingsHastingsHastings

KiddwayaKiddwayaKiddwayaM.I AbagaM.I AbagaM.I Abaga
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The forum pioneered and 
founded by the first civilian 
Governor of the state, Dr. 
Chukwuemeka Ezeife, in a recent 
crucial meeting at Nimo in Njikoka 
Local Government Area of the 
State on Tuesday, described the 
d i sagreement  be tween  the  
governor and Prince Arthur Eze as 
avoidable distraction, capable of 
jeopardizing the development of 
the State and Igbo presidency 
project in general.

Addressing reporters after its 
meeting, National President of the 
forum and former Justice of the 
Supreme Court, Hon. Justice 
Anthony I. Iguh (CON) stated that 
the stakeholders would not keep 
quiet while eminent sons of the 
State engaged themselves in war of 
words and media battle which rub-
off on the reputation and prestige 
of the State.

 group under the aegis of AAnambra State Elders and 
Stakeholders Forum has 

constituted a 13-Man Peace 
Committee to resolve the lingering 
crises between Anambra state 
Governor, Willie Obiano and an oil 
mogul, Engr. Arthur Eze.

The Peace Committee which has 
retired Chief Justice of Anambra 
State, Hon. Justice G.U. Ononiba 
as Chairman and former Vice 
Chancellor of Nnamdi Azikiwe 
University, Awka, Prof. Pita 
Ejiofor as Secretary was mandated 
to identify the immediate and 
r e m o t e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  
misunderstanding and cold war 
between His Excellency, Chief 
Willie Obiano, Governor of 
Anambra State and Engr. Prince 
Arthur Eze on one hand and His 
Excellency, Dr. Chris Ngige, 
former Governor of Anambra State 
on the other hand.

Other members are Hon. Justice 
Paul Obidigwe, former Chief 
Judge of Anambra State and Hon. 
Justice (Prof.) P.N.C. Umeadi, 
former Chief Judge of Anambra 
State Hon. Justice O.J. Okeke, Rtd. 
Judge, Federal High Court; Hon 
Justice Paul Anigbogu, Rtd. Judge, 
State High Court; Hon. Justice 
Ngozi Umeh, Rtd. Judge, State 
High Court; Justice Alpha Ikpeama 
and Rev. Dr. Michael Obierika, 
County  Di rec to r,  Kr i s t i an  
Missionaries of Afrika.

The Committee is expected to 
deliver within 30 days.

i g e r i a n  M i n i s t e r  o f  NCommunication and Digital 
Economy, Ibrahim Pantami 

has disclosed that Imo State is one of 
the states that are very dear to 
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
reason the federal government has 
embarked on numerous projects in 
the state.

"The president has directed me to 
convey his goodwill  to the 
government and people of the state 

He posited that the federal 
government has executed a lot of 
projects in the state, through the 
ministry and other agencies, while 
some are still ongoing.

The minister made this disclosure 
i n  h i s  s p e e c h  d u r i n g  t h e  
commissioning ceremony of an 
emergency communication centre in 
Imo State, which was  made 
available by President Muhammadu 
Buhari, through the Nigerian 
Communication Commission.

and inform you that the federal 
government of Nigeria, under his 
leadership has executed projects in 
the state. The Federal Government of 
Nigeria cares much about the welfare 
of the good people of Imo State, 
reason we came to commission this 
project physically.

Speaking about the emergency 
communication centre, he said it is 
key to tackling the security, health 
and any type of emergency that may 
be witnessed in  Imo State, as it has 
the capability to link people up with 
the relevant interventionist agencies 
in the time of emergency, with a toll 
free call, through the toll free 
emergency number, 112 to the centre 
that operates 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week.

The minister eulogized the state 
governor, Senator Hope Uzodimma 
for the feat he has achieved within 
the short time he has been on the 
saddle, especially in the area of 
security and the policy of continuing 
p r o j e c t s  s t a r t e d  b y  p a s t  

administration.
In his speech, Imo State Governor, 

S e n a t o r  H o p e  U z o d i m m a  
appreciated the federal government 
for the centre which he  said, aided 
the state in the fight against Covid 19 
and implementation of primary 
health programmes.

He thanked the Minister of 
Communication for training over 
100 Imo youths and giving them 
start-ups to make ends in the 
Informat ion  Communica t ion  
Technology

The governor pointed out that the 
s tate ,  especial ly  the higher  
institutions in it have benefited 
immensely from the ministry. 

The governor  made it clear that 
through the centre, the state received 
numerous distress calls which it 
responded promptly to, adding that it 
has also helped to reduce the crime 
rate in the state.

He assured the president, through 
the Minister of the continued support 
of government and people of the 
State to his government for all its 
laudable programmes.

Group sets up committee to mediate 
on Obiano, Arthur Eze feud
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Awka

Imo State is dear to President Buhari          
- Communication minister
By Jennifer John

he Association of National TAccountants of Nigeria, 
(ANAN), Imo State chapter, 

on Tuesday concluded her annual 
general meeting in Owerri, the state 
capital, where members elected Sir 
Chukwuma Uchehara as Chairman, 
to pilot affairs of the association for a 
period of two years.

In his speech earlier, the 
immediate past Chairman of the 
association and  member, Council of 
ANAN, Chief Peter Anyanwu, 
congratulated Chukwuma Uchehara 

 Anyanwu described the election 
as free, fair and credible, as he urged 
the new executive members to 
follow the footsteps of their 
predecessors to lift the association.

on his emergence as Chairman.

Also, one of the members of the 
association, Mr Okechukwu Orji, 
congratulated the new executive 
members, adding that the past 
admnistration did well  during its 
tenure and enjoined the new 
executives to continue from where 
the last administration stopped, in 
order to make the association proud. 

Ucheghara assured  members of 
the association that he will operate 
open door administration,  that will 
carry everybody along in the scheme 
of things.  He solicited for the 
support and cooperation of the 
members in order to succeed.

In his remarks, the newly elected 
Chairman of ANAN,  Chukwuma 
Uchehara, thanked the Almighty 
God for making the day a reality, 
especially for having a successful 
election that brought him and his 
executives to power. He thanked  
members of the association for 
electing him as their chairman.

Ucheghara emerges Imo ANAN chairman
By Ikenna Orioha

National Leader of BNYL, 
Princewill Chimezie Richard, in a 
statement forwarded to DAILY 
POST on Wednesday, said that some 
Igbo politicians are opportunists 
using the name of Biafra to seek 
relevance in Nigeria politics.

he Biafra Nations Youth TLeague, BNYL, has attacked 
former Governor of Abia 

State, Orji Uzor Kalu, for boasting 
that he can bring back Mazi Nnamdi 
Kanu, leader of the Indigenous 
People of Biafra, IPOB, to Nigeria.

Senator Kalu had yesterday 
pleaded with President Muhammadu 
Buhari government to allow him 
convince Kanu to stop his Biafra 
agitation.

The Biafra Nations Youth 
League, BNYL, has attacked former 
Governor of Abia State, Orji Uzor 
Kalu, for boasting that he can bring 
back Mazi Nnamdi Kanu, leader of 
the Indigenous People of Biafra, 
IPOB, to Nigeria.

Senator Kalu had yesterday 
pleaded with President Muhammadu 
Buhari government to allow him 
convince Kanu to stop his Biafra 
agitation.

National Leader of BNYL, 
Princewill Chimezie Richard, in a 
statement forwarded to DAILY 
POST on Wednesday, said that some 
Igbo politicians are opportunists 

“What Orji Kalu is 
saying is rhetoric, as an Igbo man he 
knows deep down his heart that 
Biafra is a spirit, kill any of us the 
struggle continues,” he said

using the name of 
B i a f r a  t o  s e e k  

relevance in Nigeria 
politics.

“Biafra project is not funded by 
politicians but freewill donations by 
Biafrans abroad.”

“Arrest and any of us, the 
struggle continues. Whoever that he 
may manage to convince to end the 
agitation, the struggle continues.

He said that the BNYL will come 
up with a strategy on how to use their 
grassroots structures to frustrate 
erring politicians in their region.

Minister of  communication and digital economy, Ibrahim Pantami (left), 
Gov. Hope Uzodimma of  Imo State (middle) and Deputy Gov. Placid Njoku 

during the Minister’s visit to Imo State on Thursday

he Federal House of TRepresentatives called on 
Governor David Umahi of 

Ebonyi State to look into the State's 
criminal justice system, especially 
as it concerns awaiting trial of 
inmates. 

This is necessary in order to 
carry out on the spot assessment of 
the State and condition of these 
facilities in order to make informed 
recommendations that  wil l  
reposition Nigeria Correctional 
Services in line with international 
best practices. “Our observations 
so far are not encouraging and 
indicates a failed partnership 
between the Federal and the State 

He, however, commended 
Governor Umahi for the assistance 
his administration had been 
tendered to the Correctional 
Centres in the State According to 
Nwonu, his Committee had been 
moving round to inspect facilities 
in the Correctional Centres across 
the country, in order to make 
informed recommendations that 
would reposi t ion Nigeria 's  
Correctional Service in line with 
international best practices. 

T h e  C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  
Committee on Reformatory 
Institutions, Hon. Anayo Nwonu, 
stated this when his Committee 
members paid a courtesy call on 
the State Governor, David Umahi 
at the old Government House, 
Abakaliki. He added that the 
observation of the Committee was 
not encouraging, as it concerns the 
a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t o  s o m e  
Correctional Centres across the 
country. 

He said: “We are here today to 
carry out our oversight obligations 
to the Correctional Centres' 
facilities in Ebonyi State. We have 
carried out similar task in other 
states and we intend to cover all the 
states in the six geopolitical zones 
of the country. 

governments on Correctional 
Service matters. “I will like to use 
this opportunity to urge His 
Excellency to look into the State 
criminal justice system with 
regards to awaiting trials persons, 
though, the issue is a major one in 
all the Correctional Centres so far 
visited. 

“We wish to  thank His  
Excellency for the projects your 
administration has done in the 
Correctional Centres in Ebonyi 
State. 

You constructed six blocks of 
storey building in the Abakaliki 
Correctional Centre. “You have 
done what other Governors have 
not done. We have visited other 
States across the country. 

After Imo State, Ebonyi State 
government is the second State that 
has rendered such a huge help to 
t h e  C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n t r e s  
throughout the country.” Governor 
David Umahi who was represented 
by his Deputy, Dr Kelechi Igwe, 
commended the Committee for 
embarking on the assessment of 
Correctional Centres in the State, 
describing it as the first of its kind 
since the creation of the State. 
Umahi further urged the National 
Assembly to liaise with the Federal 
government to ensure that there 
was an improved feeding of 
inmates in Nigeria's Correctional 
Centres, as it was not a punishment 
Centres.

Look into Ebonyi criminal 
justice system, Reps tell Umahi

Umahi
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And so, it has been for the Iri Ji 
(yam festival) ,  one of  the 
prominent traditional festival for 
which the Igbos are known. It 
could be said that the origin of  
new yam festival dates back to 
the existence of  yam. There is no 
part of  Igbo land that new yam is 
not celebrated. Recently, it has 
become the practice to celebrate 
it outside the shores of  this 
country in places where yams are 
not even popularly grown.

M a n y  a r e  n o w  r a i s i n g 
q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e 
appropriateness of  this practice. 
The question makes sense 
because the new yam ceremony 
is part of  the culture of  the Igbo 
people and is associated with 
some rituals. It would be recalled 
that it was in the bid to attend the 
new yam festival in faraway 
Germany that the former deputy 
senate president Ekweremadu 
w a s  a s s a u l t e d  b y  t h e 
Independent People of  Biafra 
(IPOB) boys who felt dissatisfied 
with the role of  Igbo leaders 
undermining Igbo cause. 

t was the late legendary IChinua Achebe who in 
his highly celebrated 

literature, 'Things fall apart' 
declared that things have fallen 
apart and the centre can no 
longer hold. In truth, that 
statement made some decades 
past still fits in perfectly to 
describe the situation that is 
confronting us at present. It is 
long that since things fell apart 
but right now it has fallen into 
pieces and attempting to return 
to its original nature seems an 
uphill if  not an impossible task.

What is new yam festival by 
the way? Yam in Igbo land is 
viewed as the king of  crops. 
Before it is cultivated in some 
areas people make supplications 
through some rituals to the gods 
for a bountiful harvest. This is 
the case with the people of  
Owerri-West who celebrates 
annually the 'Igbatu Oba Ji' 
ceremony. It is usually done at 
the beginning of  the farming 
season. Igbatu Oba Ji is the 
o f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e 
gate/entrance to the yam barn 
where the harvested yams are 

ce lebra t ion.  We have  not 
forgotten in a hurry the politics 
that was played with Iri ji Mbaise 
in 2018 where the interest and 
decision of  the people were 
torpedoed by Okorocha and his 
men in power.   

Many of  our up-coming 
youths today no longer show 
interest in agriculture whereas 
the cultivation of  yam holds 
g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e r s  s h o u l d 
demonstrate sincerity in taking 
our people back to the roots. 
Yam cultivation is part of  it. 
When are we going to have the 
next Eze Ji in our communities?

T h e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  t h e 
celebration is located in the 
absence of  yams from Igbo land 
used in the celebration. Where 
are the yam barns in Igbo land 
today? Where are the yam farms? 
Where are the farmers? Funnily, 
the yams used are the ones 
grown in the north. Each time I 
move into the hinterlands of  
Igbo land, I have continued to 
search for where I can find yam 
barn. 

Yams are still grown in certain 
areas of  Abakaliki, Enugu, 
Anambra and Ohaji but do not 
enjoy the prominence and 
attention it deserves. It is clear 
that the agricultural programs of  
the government do not strongly 
support it except in Ebonyi that 
is reported to be exporting it. 
There is very good reason for us 
to return to the lands. 

Today, the new yam ceremony 
has  been bastardized and 
politicized and at best ridiculed. 
It has been de-robed of  all the 
essential ingredients that gives it 
the sacredness. It only exists in 
name and not in reality. You may 
want to know why. Today most 
of  the traditional rulers are not 
committed to culture. They are 
straddling between two culture, 
religion and tradition. Most of  
them their loyalty goes more to 
the church.

crop. That speaks a lot about the 
state of  farming in Igbo land 
where agriculture has been the 
main stay of  the region. Igbos 
main occupation are farming, 
trading and crafts.   

It is through them that the new 
yam fe s t iva l  has  been  so 
popularized this time around 
because when they plan to 
celebrate it, they turn it into a 
political carnival of  political 
party big wigs who gather for 
their selfish political interest 
rather than in the spirit of  the 

They hardly can observe the 
tradition strictly because they 
despise some practices which in 
their opinion are fetish according 
to their Christian faith. Besides, 
most of  the traditional rulers we 
have these days are prominently 
those appointed and imposed on 
the people by the government. 
The people they are presiding 
over most often are not on the 
same page with them but have no 
choice than to accept who they 
have.

stored for safe keep till the next 
planting season. 

New yam festival refers to the 
ceremony used to herald the 
coming of  a new yam. During 
t h e  c e r e m o n y  r i t u a l s  a r e 
performed in gratitude to the 
gods of  the land for a bountiful 
harvest. In Igbo land Ahiajoku 
represents the god of  farming 
and harvest. It is to him all the 
t h a n k s  g i v i n g  g o  t o  i n 
appreciation. In the time past a 
man's wealth is measured by the 
quantity of  his yams and the size 
of  his yam barns. 

T h o s e  w h o  m a y  h a v e 
distinguished themselves in 
growing the king of  crops are 
rewarded with such titles as Eze 
Ji, Ogbu Ji, Eke Ji, etc. Ji is yam 
in Igbo. The festival is a feast that 
attracts people from all over as it 
creates a joyful moment among 
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  u s e  t h e 
opportunity to bond with each 
other. Married daughters and 
children come with gifts to make 
merry. It is a time of  peace and 
there are laws in certain places 
forbidding fight, quarrel and all 
manner of  indiscipline. There 
are other observances during the 
per iod and the new yams 
brought from the farm are used 
to offer to the gods.

The above titles have gone into 
extinction as they are no longer 
c o n f e r r e d  o n  a n y b o d y. 
Conferment can only arise when 
we have yam farmers who have 
distinguished themselves among 
others in growing the kingly 

Iri ji ndi Igbo: Hypocrisy of new yam festival in Igbo land
By Afam Echi – 08035360957

Iri-Iji FestivalIri-Iji FestivalIri-Iji Festival
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Behold the
tallest sporting
girl in the world 

he is obviously the Stallest girl in the 
sporting world as she 

stands at six feet, nine inches. 

Her name is Macu Currin. She 
is 16 years old and hails from 
Austin, Texas, USA. 

Covid-19: Napoli president
shuns protocol

N a p o l i  r e l e a s e d  a  b r i e f 
s t a t e m e n t  t h i s  m o r n i n g 
c o n f i r m i n g  P r e s i d e n t  D e 
Laurentiis was positive for the 
Coronavirus.

La Repubblica reported late 
las t  n ight  that  one  of  the 
representatives of the 20 clubs at 
the Lega Serie A meeting on 
Wednesday had tested positive 
for COVID-19.

ontroversy is growing 

Cafter Napoli President 
Aurelio De Laurentiis 

tested positive for COVID-19, 
and dined with other club 
patrons, and did not self-isolate 
despite having symptoms.

However, worrying details 
a r e  e m e r g i n g  o f  h i s 
irresponsible behaviour when 
waiting for the test results, 
especially as he already had 
symptoms.

According to the Corriere 

o n  o f  M a n c h e s t e r 

SU n i t e d  b o s s ,  O l e 
Gunnar Solskjaer, has 

won a first pro contract.
Noah Solskjaer, 20, has 

s i g n e d  p r o  t e r m s  w i t h 
Kristiansund, where he has been 
since 2014.

He played just over five 
minutes for KBK in a preseason 
match against  United las t 

“It is a very nice group of  
players. Now it will be fun to train 
with the boys every day, and I 
hope to play some games.”

summer, but otherwise he has 
featured for the club's reserve and 
development teams.

Midfielder Noah said, “I look 
forward to being part of  this 
team.

While at the meeting, it's 
c l a i m e d  D e  L a u r e n t i i s 
received a phone call telling 
him that the tests had come 
back positive.

della Sera newspaper, De 
Laurentiis  and his wife 
Jacqueline felt unwell after 
visiting their holiday home 
on the island of Capri.

It's reported that, at the 
time, De Laurentiis had 
stomach pains and told those 
nearby it was due to 'bad 
oysters' he'd had in Capri.

They underwent COVID-
19 tests and were still waiting 
for the results when the 71-
year-old President attended 
Wednesday's Lega Serie A 
meeting.

ierre-Emerick Aubameyang Pis on the brink of signing a 
new three-year contract with 

Arsenal which will see him usurp 
Mesut Ozil as the club's highest-
paid player.

The Gunners captain has been 
in talks with Emirates chiefs for 
several months over extending his 
stay in north London.

I t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t 
Aubameyang's deal is worth more 
than Ozil's £350,000-a-week 
agreement,  with  the  str iker 
extending his stay with the Premier 
League giants until 2023.

And according to The Athletic, 
the striker has finally committed 
his future and an announcement is 
imminent.

The influence of Gunners 
manager Mikel Arteta as well as 
A u b a m e y a n g ' s  f a t h e r  w a s 
significant in persuading the 
striker to commit, it is claimed.

I t  i s  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t 
Aubameyang is set for a mammoth 
pay rise on his current £200,000-
a-week deal, which was due to 
expire next summer, to take him to 
the top of Arsenal's wage list.

Arteta said: “I keep being 
positive, we have some really good 
talks with him and his agent. I am 
pretty confident we're going to find 
an agreement soon. That's my 
feeling again.

“Absolutely. And for him as well, I 
think. I think he should be very happy 
if he is able to stay at the club for a long 
time.

“I think people will be delighted 
with that news.”

Solskjaer's son lands
Kristiansund pro deal

Aubameyang to become
Arsenal's highest-paid player 

CurrinCurrinCurrin

AubameyangAubameyangAubameyang

NoahNoahNoah

De LaurentisDe LaurentisDe Laurentis

bows out 
With heavy hearts we commiserate 
with a dear friend, Ogemdi Ibeawuchi 
(Ogidi Mbano) over the loss of his dad,

Hon Chief 
Martin Uzoma 

Ibeawuchi

AGED

73 
years

Signed: Zik  Nwachukwu 
MD, Dachi Decor Global Resources

A service of songs in his compound, 
Umuokwaraihe Ukaje, Eziama, Osu-ama.  

Thursday, September 10th, 2020 

Interment holds in his compound on 
Friday, September 11th, 

 At Umukaje village in Eziama Community, 
Isiala Mbano Local Government Area of Imo state   

after a requiem mass at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church, Eziama. 

8 Nigerian celebrities8 Nigerian celebrities
with eye-popping mansions with eye-popping mansions 

8 Nigerian celebrities
with eye-popping mansions 

Vacancy
An experienced 
advert executive 
wanted in a print 

media outfit.

Qualified applicants 
should send their 
applications and 

Cvs to 
jobs@newsecho.com.ng  
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