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Monday, September 21, 2020

Imo ACJL
House passed bill, nobody 
smuggled anything-Ezerioha
By Afam Echi

he Imo State House of  

TAssembly Committee 

Chairman on Judiciary 

and Information, Hon Dominic 

Ezerioha, has cleared the air on the 

controversial sections 484 and 485 

of  the Imo State Administration of  

Criminal Justice Law.

In a telephone chat with News 

Echo he declared that the 

Assembly passed the Bill as it is 

and that nothing was smuggled in 

by anybody. He advised that the 

Imo governor and the Attorney-

General  should be left out of  the 

matter.

It would be recalled that since 

last week the media space has been 

awash with claims that section 484 

was smuggled into the ACJL . This 

has  at t racted wide spread 

condemnation from all corners 

with politicians throwing mud at 

each other and striving to make a 

political capital out of  it.  
On the accusation that his 

house members are behind the 
issue for not admitting as he has 
done, he stated thus, “well I don't 
want to be quoted in another form. 

It will be wrong, is unhealthy for 
any member of  the House of  
Assembly to accuse the general 
house on issue that they did not do. 
It is better the House resumes and 
we bring out documents to show 
whether or  not  this  thing 
happened.'' 

On the contention that the 
obnoxious clause was smuggled in 
he said, “nothing was smuggled in. 
Quote me that I said that the House 
passed the bill on the 5th of  March 
and it was sent to the Governor and 
the Governor assented to the bill 
that makes it a law on the 11th 
March 2020 and that is the extant 
criminal law. 

“If  anybody disagrees let the 
person come to the floor of  the 
House and bring amendment bill 
so we can amend any sections if  
the sections are not proper. That is 
my position. Quote me, nobody 
smuggled in anything and quote 

Gang -up against Ndigbo 
Facts, figures 
When will it end? 

me also that the governor of  Imo 
State should be removed out of  it, 
the Attorney General should also 
be removed. They are not 
legislators, they are executive 
members.''

In a related development, the 
Deputy Speaker of  the House, Hon 
Amara Iwuanyanwu had in a 
release accused the sponsor of  the 
bill Hon Frank Ugboma of  playing 
to the gallery and condemning his 
posit ion that accused Gov 
Uzodimma of  being responsible.

The reporter however stumbled 
and glimpsed at a copy of  the 
Assembly's Votes and Proceedings 
of  Thursday, March 5, 2020 from a 
legislator who sought anonymity 
where the Committee of  the 
general house read and passed the 
Bill after its third reading. 

In the said document, we 
sighted, “invoking Rule 80 (1) of  

the House Rule, Mr Chairman 
moved to the last three (3) sections 
of  the Bill- Sections. 538, 539, and 
540 were agreed. This leaves the 
mind guessing over the claims by 
Ugboma that his bill stopped only 
at section 372. From the Votes and 
Proceedings,he was in attendance 
on that day. What could be the 
reason then that the House 
members were denying that they 
didnt have that Bill?  This is the 
million dollar question.

It is possible that some of  these 
honourable members have lost 
memory, or did not read the bill at 
the third stage or simply chose to 
play mischief  and accuse the 
Governor wrongly or perhaps 
want to make a political capital of  
the situation. Your guess is as good 
as mine.

Hon Ezerioha has agreed to 
address the Press today on the 
controversial issue by 1pm.

or all you know, it is Findisputable that the South 
East geo political zone is 

roundly marginalized. The gang- 
up against the South East in 
independent Nigeria first came to 
view  on July 29, 1966 when an 
Igbo head of  state, General 
Thomas Umunnakwe Aguiyi 
Ironsi was cruelly assassinated in 
Ibadan. On that fateful day, about 
162 other Igbo army officers were 
also murdered. 

As a follow up, General 
Yakubu Gowon who succeeded 
Ironsi carried out policies that were 
in all ramifications anti Igbo. 
According to former governor of  
Enugu State, Dr. Chimaraoke 
Nnamani, in a meeting with Lagos 
journalists in Eko Le Meridian 
Hotels, in 2000 made it clear that it 
was Gowon who kick-started what 
everybody referred to as Igbo 
marginalization. He said that it 
was Gowon who started Igbo 
marg ina l i za t ion .  Nnamani  
revealed that apart from seeing off  
his supreme commander, Ironsi, 
via a counter coup,  Gowon sowed 
the seed of  Igbo marginalization 
when his Supreme Military 
C o u n c i l  h a d  n o  I g b o  
representation. 

The then governor equally 
enthused that it was Gowon who 
started making Ndigbo minority in 
Nigeria when his 12 state structure 
gave Ndigbo only one state of  East 
Central while the firmer Eastern 
minorities now a part of  the South 
South zone, got more. According 
to him, the Second National 
Development Plan which Gowon 
supervised never made any 
substantial investment in the East 
Central State. 

When eventually Gowon was 
overthrown, his successor, General 
Murtala Muhammad also carried 
out policies that were never 
favourable to Ndigbo. In the words 
of  First Republic aviation minister, 
Chief  Mbazulike Amaechi, 
Murtala was not just one of  the 
army commanders that dealt 

devastating blow to Biafra, he also 
created the 19 states that lumped 
Ndigbo into two states of  
Anambra and Imo whereas, he 
gave Yoruba four,  Eastern 
minorities two, thereby making 
them to be with Ndigbo, just as the 
rest were located in the north.  
Mbazulike reminded his readers 
that the Murtala SMC had no Igbo 
representation. 

Despite all his efforts in trying 
appearing more nationalistic than 
other heads of  state before him, 
General Olusegun Obasanjo still 
played the Igbo marginalization 
card. According to a published 
report, Obasanjo supervised the 
Implementation of  post civil war 
3Rs of  Gowon. He never cared to 
rehabil i tate,  reconstruct or 
reintegrate Ndigbo into Nigeria. 
As the head of  state, the 
publication stated, Obasanjo 
established six polytechnics and 
none was located in Igbo nation.

 They are at Illaro, Akure, 
Idah, Bidah, Bauchi and Yola. He 
also built nine colleges of  
education and none was sited in 
the Igbo country. The nine colleges 
of  education were at Akoka, Oyo, 
Abeokuta,  Okene,  Gombe,  
Kontangora, Pankshin, Yola and 
Kastina. It was also on record that 
Obasanjo constructed six new 
air por ts  and not  one was 
considered good for Ndigbo. 
Before leaving office in 1979, 
Obasanjo decreed that the Igbo 
properties in Port Harcourt were 
"abandoned properties".  

When history, providence and 
circumstances propelled him to the 
pinnacle of  Nigeria's leadership as 
a civilian president between 1999 
and 2007, Obasanjo tried harder to 
get Igbo states of  Abia and Imo out 
of  the NDDC map through what 
he called New Niger Delta Coastal 
States. The idea was to stop Abia 
and Imo states from being a part of  
the 13 per cent derivation curable 
from the NDDC. It took the 
organized protests of  the two 
houses of  assembly from those two 

states before the idea was dumped. 
Although President Shehu 

Shagari was quite magnanimous to 
Ndigbo as his administration had 
an Igbo vice president as well other 
other sensitive positions, the other 
military regimes after him still 
reverted to the old order of  Igbo 
marginalization. 

A n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  I g b o  
marginalization is traced to the fact 
since independence, only one 
police IG had emerged from the 
South East - Ogbonna Onovo. Just 
one army chief, General Azubuike 
Ihejirika. The South East never 
had any international airport until 
2013. Even at that, an Igbo second 
in command to General Ibrahim 
Babangida, Ebutu Ukiwe was 
disgraced out of  office. The same 
fate also befell on Commodore 
Alison Madueke during the 
General Sani Abacha era.  It must 

b e  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e  
development plans in Nigeria has 
never got to South East in a bang. 

This is where General now 
president Muhammadu Buahari 
can be placed. First, Buhari drew 
the proposal as the first minister of  
petroleum, and recommended for 
the construction of  three refineries 
in PortHarcourt, Warri and 
Kaduna. Igbo nation was left out. 
Second, Buhari was an influential 
member of  the boundaries and 
states creation committee that 
c a r v e d  o u t  t h e  1 9  s t a t e  
arrangement and gave Ndigbo only 
two. He, in 1985 in African Hall in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, voted 
against an Igbo Dr Peter Onu who 
contested for the position of  the 
secretary general of  the then OAU 
now AU. 

It was a record as Buhari 
rejected Onu and voted for a 
Niger's Idi Omaro. As a president, 
under Buhari's APC ruling 

arrangement, there are 14 security 
chiefs and none is Igbo. The Igbo is 
not vice president, not senate 
president, not deputy senate 
president, not speaker, not deputy 
or even national party chairman.  
This is the fate of  Ndigbo since 
1966.

I n  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a n d  
admissions, the Igbos and their 
children are discriminated against 
everywhere. These clearly are the 
some of  the facts that have 
precipitated the present agitations 
by some Igbo youths calling for a 
Biafra state so that they can have 
opportunities to actualize their 
dreams. The Igbo as a nation is 
blessed with abundant human and 
material resources which can be 
utilized to rival most nations in 
development.

The big question is when will 
the gang up and marginalization 
against ndigbo end?

By Chidi Martins 

Wike's PDP crushes Uzodimma's APC
Obaseki laughs last    Oshiomhole speechless   Ize –Iyamu surrenders  

t was really a war of  wits, turns Iand strategy in last Saturday's 
governorship election in Edo 

S ta te.  Al though  about  18  
candidates and political parties 
participated in the election, it was a 
straight fight between the APC and 
PDP. 

The fight was actually between 
the dethroned APC national 
chairman, Comrade Adams 
Oshiomhole who worked closely 
with the party's apex national 
leader Senator Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu and Imo State governor, 
Senator Hope Uzodimma. As a 
matter of  fact, Oshiomhole 
c a m p a i g n e d  f o r  t h e  A P C  
candidate as if  he was the one 
contesting the election. On the 
other hand, Rivers State governor, 
Chief  Nyesom Wike, Oyo State 
governor, Seyi Makinde and 
Sokoto State governor, Rt.Hon. 
Ahmed Tambuwal. 

Before the election, so many 
intrigues played out. First, it was 
very clear that the larger APC 
family was never happy with 
Oshiomhole for not allowing 
Godwin Obaseki to have been 
returned as the APC governorship 

candidate. In view of  that, most of  
the APC governors shunned the 
campaigns even the mega rally 
billed few days before the election 
was cancelled. 

The interpretation now is that, 
it will be taken for granted that the 
Tinubu/Oshiomhole presidential 
ambition for 2013 is now in 
jeopardy.  

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission, INEC, by 
Sunday afternoon  declared the 
c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  Pe o p l e s  
Democratic Party, PDP, and of  
course the current governor of  Edo 
State winner of  the states 
gubernatorial election. Recall that 
Obaseki had in a final campaign 
rally in Benin City, said that with 
the support of  Edo people and the 
endorsements by over 100 groups 
in the state, he was certain of  
victory. After collating results of  
eighteen local governments in the 
state, INEC announced Obaseki 
winner of  September, 19, 2020 
governorship election. INEC's 
Returning Officer, Prof. Akpofure 
Rim-Rukeh, announced the total 
result of  the election.

Obaseki secured 307,955 votes 

across 18 local government areas 
to defeat Ize-Iyamu, who polled 
223,619 votes. 

C a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  A l l  
P r o g r e s s i ve s  C o n g r e s s  i n  
Saturday's governorship election in 
Edo State, Osagie Ize-Iyamu, has 
faulted the process that led to the 
emergence of  Godwin Obaseki of  
the Peoples Democratic Party as 
winner.

In a post on his verified Twitter 
account, Ize-Iyamu claimed his 
supporters were prevented from 
voting.

He said he was still studying the 
results along with other APC 
members and will announce his 
next move soon.

“I thank and appreciate my 
supporters, who had to endure 
many evils including being 
prevented from voting, for their 
support and determination during 
the election. I assure you all that I 
am studying the results along with 
other party members and will 
announce my next move soon,” he 
said. 

APC is said to have rejected the 
election and will possibly be 
heading for the court. Wike said it 
was victory for democracy, while 
Oshiomhole has been speechless.  
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he challenges of  Tpublic water supply 
b e i n g  f a c e d  b y  

residents of  Umuahia and 
Aba would soon be solved, 
a s  t h e  A b i a  S t a t e  
Government has expedited 
actions to this effect.

T h e  G e n e r a l  
Manager/Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Abia State Water 
B o a r d  a n d  S e w a g e  
Cor pora t ion ,  Mr  Leo  
Ogbonna disclosed this 
during a stakeholders' round 
table in Umuahia, the state 
capital last Thursday.

He assured that works 
were almost completed on 
Ugba na nkata water scheme 
in Umuahia, while the water 
agency had also commenced 
works on Ariaria and CKC 
water schemes in Aba, 
which on completions, 
would serve the residents of  
the two major cities. 

The general manager 
however, informed the 
stakeholders that the water 
would be sold  to Umuahia 
residents  on commercial 
rate while commending the 
efforts of  Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu in reactivating 
dormant companies in the 
State. 

Earlier in his speech, the 
Commissioner for Public 
U t i l i t i e s ,  S i r  E m m a  
Nwabuko commended the 
organizers of  the event for 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  w h i l e  
expressing the belief  that it 
would go a long way in 
benefiting all Abians.

The Commissioner used 
the occasion to solicit the 
support of  media houses in 
the campaign to preserve 
government properties.

I n  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  
speeches, the representatives 
of  E-WASH,  Mr Abuma 
Ibrahim, official of  USAID, 

institution to f lag off  
Community Nursing in 
South East of  Nigeria.

The Governor used the 
occasion to announce the 
appointment of  Rev (Fr.) 
We n c e  M a d u  a s  t h e  
Coordinator to deal with the 
r e - o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  
institutions and the re-
accreditations.

Earlier, the leader of  the 
t e a m  a n d  t h e  
Secretary/Registrar of  
Nursing and Midwifery 
Council of  Nigeria, Alhaji 

Umuahia, Aba residents to enjoy 
public water supply soon - Govt 
 From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

Mr Ziyok Ishaku and some 
Wo r l d  B a n k  o f f i c i a l s  
present, outlined the gains of  
the round table event, while 
promising the continued 
partnership between their 
organisations and the Abia 
State Government in the 
p r o v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
amenities.

Uzodimma makes case for Imo 
Schools of Nursing and Midwifery
By Jennifer John

overnor of  Imo 

GState, Senator Hope 
Uzodimma has  

passionately appealed to the 
Nursing and Midwifery 
Council of  Nigeria to 
consider the re-accreditation 
and re-opening of  the 
schools of  Nursing and 
Midwifery in the state.
The governor specifically 
a p p e a l e d  f o r  t h e  r e -
accreditation and re-opening 
of   the Post-Midwifery 
School at  Awomama, 
School of  Basic Midwifery 
at Aboh Mbaise and the 
School of  Nursing and 
Midwifery in the in Owerri 
that have lost accreditation 
for the past 12 years.

Receiving the leadership 
o f  t h e  N u r s i n g  a n d  
Midwifery Council  of  
Nigeria at Government 
House Owerri, the Chief  of  
S t a f f ,  B a r r.  N n a m d i  
Anyaehie, who represented 
the governor, told them that 
the governor has also 
r e q u e s t e d  f o r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  
community Midwifery to be 
located at Awomama. This 
is to enable the state prepare 
the lower stage of  competent 
and skil led Midwifery 
practitioners for the state's 
lower health centres.

Anya eh ie  sa id  the  
governor also requested for 
the opening and changing of  
programmes from basic 
Midwifery to post basic 
Midwifery at the School of  
Midwifery Aboh Mbaise 
and that in future, the state 
sha l l  r eques t  fo r  the  
establishment of  additional 
programmes and  the 

relocation of  the School of  
Nursing Owerri to Ahiara 
Mbaise originally developed 
for Ahiara Polytechnic.

Governor Uzodimma 
passionately appealed for the 
reopening of  Schools of  
Nurs ing  Ower r i ,  now 
relocated to Ahiara, School 
of  Post basic Midwifery at 
Aboh Mbaise, School of  
Post basic Midwifery at 
A w o m a m a  f o r  t h e  
2020/2021 academic year by 
g ran t ing  concess iona l  
approval and to use their 
profess ional  and kind 
positions to look at the 
urgency attached to the 
demand.

The governor promised 
to remedy the deficiencies 
observed in the institutions 
to satisfy the council's 
demand as they pertain to 
the education and training 
of  Nurses and Midwives.

The Governor further 
informed his visitors that the 
state has plan to upgrade and 
reorganize the Schools of  
Nursing and Midwifery as 
follows: merge the School of  
Nursing and Midwifery at 
Ahiara and School of  Post 
Midwifery, Aboh Mbaise 
into a College of  Nursing 
Sciences, Owerri with each 
s c h o o l  b e c o m i n g  a  
department of  the college.

 In the same vein, the 
Schools of  Nursing Orlu and 
S c h o o l  o f  M i dw i f e r y  
Awomama into College of  
Nursing Sciences Orlu with 
each school as a department 
of  the College.

He thanked the Council 
for approving the School of  
Nursing Orlu as the first 

Faruk Umar Abubarkar said 
they were in Imo at the 
invitation of  the governor to 
look at the state of  the 
nursing institutions in the 
state and advice on the way 
forward.

He acknowledged the 
place of  Imo in the training 

and education of  nurses 
nationwide and described 
the state as strategic, holding 
the highest number of  nurses 
and midwives in the national 
council data.

He however pointed out 
that there was a lot of  decay 
in the infrastructure at 

Awo m a m a  a n d  A b o h  
Mbaise and requested the 
government to do something 
quickly to remedy the 
situation, informing of  the 
council's decision to approve 
the increase in the number of  
courses and intake of  
students.

t's sunset at dawn as the Ilife of  two children were 
cut short by their own 

biological father. 
T h e  s u s p e c t  a l s o  

slaughtered his own eighty 
five years old mother before 
being apprehended by the 
Anambra Police operatives 
attached to Nnewi Division.

N e w s  E c h o  
Correspondent gathered 
that the suspect, one Emeka 

Ezimadu aged forty-seven-
years, of  Okpuneze Uruagu 
in Nnewi North Local 
Government Area, on 
Friday suddenly went 
berserk and matcheted two 
of  his biological children 
n a m e d ;  I f e c h u k w u  
Ez imadu ,  aged  n ine,  
Mmeso Ezimadu, aged two 
and his own mother Agnes 
Ezimadu.

A release by the Police 
Public Relations Officer, 
Anambra State Police 
Command, SP Haruna 

Mohammed read thus, "the 
suspect allegedly ran amok 
in circumstances yet to be 
ascertained, attacked and 
killed two of  his biological 
children namely; Ifechukwu 
Ezimadu aged nine years, 
Mmeso Ezimadu aged two 
years and his own mother 
one

Agnes Ezimadu aged 
eighty-five years of  same 
address, allegedly with a 
cutlass while they were 
sleeping".

The release stated that 
the suspect equally used 
same offensive weapon and 
injured his three other 
children, names; Nonso 
Ezimadu, aged twelve, 
Chinaemerem Ezimadu 
aged eleven  and Ngozi 
Ezimadu aged eight  of  
same address.

H o w e v e r ,  p o l i c e  
detectives visited the scene 
and rushed victims to the 
Akwudo  hosp i ta l  fo r  
medical attention where the 
two children and the aged 
mother were certified dead 
by a medical doctor while 
the three other children are 
r e c e i v i n g  t r e a t m e n t .  
Corpses of  the dead were 
said to have been deposited 
at the hospital morgue for 
autopsy as the case has been 
transferred to State CID 
A w k a  f o r  d i s c r e e t  
investigation.

47 year - old man in 
police net for killing two 
children, mother at Nnewi
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka 

Tragedy as mentally challenged 
man kills okada rider in Abakiliki

t  was a very sad Iw e e k e n d  f o r  t h e  
residents of  Abakiliki, 

Ebonyi State, following the 
tragic event that occurred, 
as one Elias Ofoke, a 
commercial motorcyclist, 
on Saturday morning lost 
his life to an attack by a 
s u s p e c t e d  m e n t a l l y  
challenged man.

The incident, which 
happened around Udensi 
Street Bridge, left members 
of  the motorcycle transport 
union, Ebonyi state chapter 
and residents in shock.

The victim, who hails 
from Agbaja Unuhu in 
A b a k a l i k i  L o c a l  
Gover nment  Area  of  
Ebonyi State, reportedly left 
his family in search of  daily 
bread only to meet his 
death.

N e w s  E c h o  
Correspondent gathered 

t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  
Neighborhood Watch  
Security had earlier on the 
fateful Saturday morning, 
tried to arrest the alleged 
mentally challenged man 
who resisted them.

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  
degenerated into a fight 
d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  wa t c h  
officials allegedly beat up 
the mentally challenged 
man.

T h e  s e c u r i t y  m e n  
following intervention of  
some passersby left the 
m e n t a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  
person, against pleas by 
residents who knew the 
man ' s  t emperamenta l  
nature, not to abandon him 
t h e r e  a s  s u c h  c o u l d  
endanger the lives of  others.

T h e  m e n t a l l y  
challenged person soon 
after rushed Mr Ofoke, the 
commercial motorcyclist 

who had just dropped his 
passenger around the area, 
and hit him on the head 
with an object, killing him 
instantly. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  
Internal Security and 
Border Peace, Stanley 
Okoro Emegha while 
speaking on the incident, 
disclosed that he has been 
notified of  the tragedy and 
assured that the culprit 
would be brought to book as 
p o l i c e  c o m m e n c e d  
investigation into the case.

He however denied that 
h i s  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  
Neighborhood Watch  
Security outfit attacked the 
mentally challenged man.

The Divisional Police 
Officer (DPO) Kpirikpiri 
Division, Chris Anyanwu 
who confirmed the incident 
said the police have arrested 
the suspect and commenced 

investigation into the 
matter.

On his part, the State 
Chairman, Motorcycle 
Transport Union Ebonyi 
State Chapter, Paulinus 
A t a m ,  e x p r e s s e d  
displeasure over the death 
of  Mr Ofoke who is a 
member of  the Union.

Meanwhile, a nephew to 
the deceased, Mr. Opoke 
Innocent, who identified 
his late uncle as a married 
man with six children, 
c a l l e d  o n  t h e  s t a t e  
government to come to the 
aid of  the family.

The corpse of  the victim 
has been taken to the Alex 
Ekwueme Federal Teaching 
H o s p i t a l  M o r t u a r y,  
Abaka l ik i ,  whi le  the  
w o u n d e d  m e n t a l l y  
challenged suspect was 
taken to the police for 
further investigations.

Buhari and Obaseki
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Tasie Chidiebere

here is no doubt that the TEconomic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 

has been discharging its duties 
creditably in spite of  the numerous 
challenges strewn along its paths. 
There are also opinions that it is yet to 
discharge satisfactory performance. 
Whatever may be said, it cannot be 
completely denied that today among 
public officials the fear of  EFCC is the 
beginning of  wisdom. 

The anti-graft agency has 
succeeded in dealing with high profile 
crimes and secured convictions that 
jailed three former governors. Crime in 
the nation today is pervasive. Financial 
crime is even more pronounced among 
the teeming youth population and this 
gives cause for concern. These youths 
touted as the leaders of  tomorrow but 
neck deep in scam deals leaves the 
future of  the nation very scary and 
bleak.

For sometime now, the agency 
has been making successful harvest of  
those young men involved in financial 
crime. They are found mostly around 
our higher institutions of  learning 
especially within the dominant student 
community. It is sad to remark that the 
level of  scam businesses experienced 
in the economy is scary and leaves the 
mind guessing. It is dominated by 
young minds who apply their 
ingenuity developed through their 
s t u d y  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Communication Technology to dupe 
many innocent and unsuspecting 
victims. 

However, it is important to 
observe that the manner the security 
agency goes about to fight crime in 
recent times is very crude and leaves 
much to be desired. It is a quick recipe 
for the public to attack it. Reports 
indicate that the agency laid siege in 
the capital city of  Owerri for over a 
week which climaxed at weekend 
before it had a confrontation with 
unknown gun men who challenged 
what observers referred to as the 
frequent raid of  Owerri. 

Unconfirmed reports indicated 
that the agency is always in the habit of  
raiding the state capital whenever the 
operators are broke and in the recent 
operation at the weekend made a big 
haul of  suspects some of  who 'settled' 
with handsome amounts ranging over 
a million and secured their freedom 
and the unlucky ones were taken to the 
Enugu zonal office for further 

interrogation.
It was gathered that when the 

operatives hit a premises by 4am in the 
Umudagu Mbieri Estate around the 
Spibat area, they used a ladder to climb 
the fence and beat up the security chap 
who denied them access. Thereafter 
they stormed each apartment breaking 
doors like armed robbers and beating 
up their victims. An elderly woman 
reportedly collapsed in the process but 
they supported to revive her.

Some questions are pertinent at 
this point. How would the story be told 
if  an armed tenant had taken down the 
operative as he descends the ladder in 
the mistaken belief  that an armed 
robber was coming to attack. Did the 
law authorize the operative to so 
conduct themselves invading people's 
privacy with impunity and forcefully 
too. Is this mode of  operation of  the 
agency different from that of  armed 
robbers or kidnappers and is that the 
best preferred mode? What if  the 
woman who fainted had passed on, 
who will pay for her life lost? 

News Echo takes serious 
exceptions to this approach in the 
corruption fight which tramples upon 
the rights of  others. Rather than travel 
forward in time we are travelling back 
in time adopting a crude criminal 
approach that negates good intentions 
of  the government. We are convinced 
that the agency can do better. The 
current method gives out the agency 
that it is out to make money through 
intimidating actions that will even 
make the innocent yield to their 
pranks.

We frown at a blanket arrest of  
many innocent people and dubbing 
them as suspects. A more decent 
approach should be more of  
undercover investigation of  a suspect 
which should satisfy the operatives 
before hitting their target. Mounting 
road blocks on the road and picking 
people randomly as alleged leaves 
doubts if  that does not amount to 
usurping the work of  the other police 
unit on road checks.  

The activities of  the agency in 
recent times have come under serious 
attack as they allege the agency has 
become more corrupt than many of  
the institutions and the people that 
they are hunting. The authorities 
should review the activities of  the 
security operatives within the country 
with a view to giving it human face.

EFCC's crude operational 
method: recipe for attack

John Chidi
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prominent political leaders in the state, 
what are they afraid of ?  

 We cannot turn blind eyes to the fact 
that he was seeking the easy way out to 
atone for his many crimes. It seems this 
amnesty thing has turned to a venture for 
enriching thousands of  criminals who 
have held our throat, snuffing life out at 
will and destroying properties. People 
who have decided to be the god on earth 
deserve no mercy. It is time to really 
review this amnesty process and who 
deserved to get one. This development is 
tempting me to support those who are 
against state police. This is not the first 
time. Gana was given amnesty some 
years back, he went back to his crime after 
preaching peace for a while; the peace 
maker became peace destroyer. Certain 
things we should never turn blind eye to. 
His activities should be frowned at and 
not celebrated. One cannot forget in a 
hurry the over 20 deaths recorded at the 
Zaki-Biam market on March, 22, 2017 by 
gunmen suspected to be his loyalist. They 
wages of  such sin is death. 

We all can agree that the circumstances 
of  his death was dubious with conflicting 
reports between eye witness and the 
military , but however we cannot deny his 
crimes and I stand against amnesty for 
people of  his kind who will believe that 
committing atrocities of  such can be 
overlooked. The first time he was granted 
amnesty, he was to be in given a juicy offer 
after rehabilitation, a feat, an upright 
citizen would struggle to attain. We 

cannot be preaching good citizenry to 
many and celebrate mediocrity. Maybe 
we should take up arms too, cause 
mayhem and then wave the olive tree.

While the whole debacle is going on in 
Benue state, the police deserve a rousing 
applause for the arrest of  Bobisky of  
Gokana, who was more than a cultist. 
Rivers state has been a hotbed of  crimes, 
so much that, it feels genuine to belong to 
a cult group from where many have 
transformed to robbers. The arrest and 
subsequent death of  Honest Digbara will 
always send signals to many of  his lots out 
there who feel they can get away with 
crime and seek “amnesty” at will. We 
should not send the wrong message while 
trying to achieve peace. 

The late Yaradua administration that 
started granting amnesty to militants in in 
Niger Delta region of  the country will 
always be justified. They did not kill their 
own citizens, we could feel the same pain 
after all the effort. They deserved good 
life, we all deserve better standard of  
living in this country. They own the black 
gold, yet not developed. This amnesty 
need to be defined, the idea behind 
granting amnesty to criminals is a step not 
on the right direction. It sends bad signals 
to others, in reality, there are many Gana 
and Bobisky in this country who are yet to 
show that infamous skills, but we can 
tame them now and send a note of  
warning to them that crime will never pay.

erwase Akwaza alias Gana Twhose first name means Gods 
help, after many years of  

terrorizing the good people of  Benue and 
its environs, finally succumbed to life 
vulnerability, all thanks to the Nigerian 
army with conflicting report of  how it 
should have been done, this and that kind 
of  story but the conclusion is that, he is 
dead finally, many will say, the great 
Gana is no more, the shame of  Tivland 
have gone to give account of  what he used 
his life for. The circumstances leading to 
his death were indeed controversial, with 
conflicting reports of  not following due 
process, how he was being led by the 
Venue State Government to surrender. 

This writer was overwhelmed by the 
stories on this case and the reactions by 
prominent Benue indigenes, being a man 
on whom fifty (50) million naira bounty 
was placed on his head for information 
that could lead to his possible arrest. Well, 
I hope someone will not tell us how 
Abubakar Shekau should be granted 
amnesty.

Bobisky of  Gokana whose real name 
was Honest Digbara was arrested at 
korokoro in Tai Local government area 
of  the state. He died hours later from 
gunshot wounds sustained during events 
preceding his arrest. He was accused of  
too many atrocities, including the killing 
of  a soldier and police personnel. Indeed 
Honest Diagbara was never honest. A 

30million bounty was placed on his head 
for any useful information that will lead 
to his death.  He is dead now, no one is 
crying foul about it. Instead, the 
policemen who were involved in a gun 
battle at the burial in korokoro were 
applauded for giving citizens of  the state 
the opportunity to sleep with their two 
eyes closed, laudable!

Jus t  l i ke  the  l i ke s  o f  Sh ina  
Rambo,Oyenusi, Lawrence Anini, 
Osisikankwo and many of  their likes who 
have registered their infamous history in 
our mind, nothing can take away the 
many times , Gana and Bobrisky of  
Gokana have inflicted pain on thousands 
of  people. The many deaths credited to 
Gana were alarming. He was always 
identified as the first man of  Tiv origin to 
be this ruthless; it is then surprising how 
government personalities are crying foul 
over his death. Something that was 
inevitable. 

One of  our political leaders said "The 
way Gana was killed by the military has 
created the impression that we lured him 
out and handed him over to his killers. It is 
sad because our youths will not believe 
whatever we tell them anymore. As it is, 
we are also scared for our own safety in 
our constituency because the youths are 
not happy with what happened”.  

You see! Suddenly what should have 
been a victory for peace and safety of  life 
and properties has generated fear among 

Gana:Why cry for a criminal, killer?
By John Chidi Jnr

Edo 2020
governorship
election in pix
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Petrol supply fell by 23.88% in July, says NNPC

h e  vo l u m e  o f  Tpetrol supplied in 
t h e  c o u n t r y  

declined by 23.88 per cent in 
July to 1.02 billion litres, 
according to the Nigerian 
N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  
Corporation.

The NNPC said the 1.02 
billion litres translated to 
32.95 million litres per day, 
down from 44.62 million 
litres per day in June, when 
1.34 billion litres were 
supplied.

Data obtained from the 
corporation showed that 
0.95 billion litres (30.67 
million litres/day) were 
supplied in May and 0.94 

billion litres (31.37 million 
litres/day) in April.

The Federal Government 
imposed a lockdown on the 
Federal Capital Territory, 
Lagos and Ogun states on 
March 30 but a gradual 
easing of  the lockdown 
began on May 4.

In March and February, 
the volume of  petrol 
supplied stood at 1.73 
bill ion (59.72 million 
litres/day), up from 1.20 
billion litres in January 
(38.68 million litres/day)

“The corporation has 
continued to diligently 
monitor the daily stock of  
Premium Motor Spirit to 

achieve smooth distribution 
of  petroleum products and 
zero fuel queue across the 
nation,” the NNPC said in 
its latest monthly report.

Agusto & Co, in a recent 
report, noted that the 
impact of  the COVID-19 
pandemic on economic 
activities in the country 
resulted in a decline in the 
consumption of  petroleum 
products.

The report said, “Agusto 
&  C o .  e x p e c t s  t h e  
consumption of  petroleum 
products, particularly PMS 
and Aviation Turbine 
Kerosene, to decline to 27.2 
billion litres in 2020 given 

the severely restricted travel 
a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
activities during the second 
and third quarters of  the 
year.

“This is expected to 
translate to a decline in 
revenue to N4.3tn in 2020.”

Nigeria, Africa's largest 
oil producer, relies largely 
on importation for petrol 
and other refined products 
as i ts  refineries have 
remained in a state of  
disrepair for many years.

The NNPC has, until 
recently, been the sole 
importer of  petrol into the 
country for more than two 
years, after private oil 
m a r k e t e r s  s t o p p e d  
importing the commodity 
d u e  t o  c r u d e  p r i c e  
fluctuations, among other 
issues.

The refineries, located in 
Port Harcourt, Kaduna and 
Warri, have a combined 
ins ta l led  capac i ty  o f  
445,000 barrels per day but 
have continued to operate 
far below the installed 
capacity.

Under the Direct Sale 
Direct Purchase scheme, 
selected overseas refiners, 
trading companies and 
indigenous companies are 
allocated crude supplies in 
exchange for the delivery of  
an equal value of  petrol and 
other refined products to the 
NNPC.

he World Shipping TC o u n c i l  h a s  
estimated that on 

average, a total of  1,382 
containers are lost at sea each 
year.

This is according to a 
report by the global shipping 
body titled 'Containers lost at 
sea – 2020 update'.

The report listed events 
such as severe weather, rough 
seas, ship groundings and 
structural failures as some of  
the problems which can result 
in containers being lost at sea.

It said, “Upon review of  
the results of  the 12-year 
period (2008-2019) surveyed, 
the WSC estimates that there 
were on average a total of  
1,382 containers lost at sea 
each year.

“With 12 years of  data, it is 
particularly interesting to 
look at the trend of  three-year 
averages, reported in each of  
the survey updates.

“In the first period (2008-
2010), total losses averaged 

675 per year and then 
quadrupled to an average of  
2,683 per year in the next 
period (2011-2013).

“This was due in large part 
to the sinking of  the MOL 
Comfort (2013) that resulted 
in a loss of  4,293 containers 
and further impacted by the 
grounding and loss of  M/V 
Rena (2011) resulting in 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  9 0 0  
containers lost.

“Nevertheless, the next 
period (2014-2016) was 
marked by another vessel 
sinking with the tragic total 
loss of  the SS El Faro (2015) 
with the loss of  33 crew 
members and 517 containers.

“Even with that, the three-
year average annual loss for 
the period was 1,390, about 
half  of  the previous period. 
T h e  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  
continued into the most 
recent period (2017-2019) 
when the three-year average 
annual loss was almost 
halved again to 779.”

Nigeria poised to be Africa's digital
skills hub — Abdullahi

h e  D i r e c t o r -TGeneral/Chief  
E x e c u t i v e  

O f f i c e r ,  N a t i o n a l  
Information Technology 
Development Agency, Mr 
Kashifu Abdullahi, spoke 
in an interview on a range 
of  topics surrounding 
NITDA.

There are numerous 
digital skills that are in 
d e m a n d  a n d  o t h e r s  
required in improving the 
digital skill base of  Nigeria. 
Some are certainly more 
complex than others. Some 
simple digital skills such as 
web design, graphics, 
design, digital marketing 
and so  on are  ver y  
beneficial in improving 
employability of  our 
teaming youths.

Other higher-level skills 
s u c h  a s  A r t i f i c i a l  
Intell igence, machine 
learning, user experience 
and user interface design, 
software development, 
blockchain development, 
data science and big data 
a n a l y t i c s ,  c l o u d  
computing, cybersecurity, 
advance robotics and 
3D/4D printing are also 
very necessary in building 
a resilient and strong 
digital economy.

As you may be aware, 
d i g i t a l  l e a r n i n g  

technologies  are  fast  
b e c o m i n g  g l o b a l  
p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d  a s  
distribution and platforms 
grow internationally, the 

market is projected to rise at 
17 per cent per annum, to 
$252bn by the end of  2020.

We are therefore making 
concerted efforts to ensure 
that Nigeria becomes the 
digital skills hub for Africa.

Unused data to be rolled over,
FG orders telecom companies

Th e  N i g e r i a  
Communication 
C o m m i s s i o n  

(NCC) has declared that 
all unused subscriber data 
has to be rolled over. In 
other words, quashing 
one's data for a period 
because they can't exhaust 
them is now outlawed.

Unused data by telecom 
subscribers must be rolled 
ove r  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  
subscriptions, the NCC 
has said.

Spokesperson for the 
NCC, Ikechukwu Adinde, 
says the agency reached 
the decision at the regular 
bi-annual meeting with 
senior  executives of  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
companies on 
c o m p l a i n t s  
management.

The meeting, 
w h i c h  h e l d  
v i r t u a l l y ,  
f o c u s e d  o n  
c o n s u m e r  
relations and 
c o m p l a i n t  

management processes.
 “The commiss ion 

hereby wishes to restate 
that its direction of  June 
2018 to service providers 
t o  c o m m e n c e  
implementation of  data 
rollover from 26 June 2018 
remains in force,” the 
statement from the NCC 
reads.

“In other words, a 
subscriber's unused data 
must be rolled over to 
his/her subsequent data 
subscription. Therefore, 
the commission urges 
ser vice  providers  to  
continue to inform and 
educate subscribers on the 
procedures and processes 
for data rollover,” it added.

1,382 containers lost at
sea yearly – Report

ECOWAS Insists on Okonjo-Iweala for WTO Top Job
ollowing President FM u h a m m a d u  
Buhari's request, 

Presidents of  West African 
countries have reiterated 
their commitment to ensure 
that a Nigerian former 
minister for finance, Dr 
N g oz i  O k o n j o - I we a l a  
clinches the position of  
Director-General of  the 
World Trade Organization.

They also urged Africa to 
unite behind her candidacy 
as the continent's best option 
in the hotly contested race.

The leaders expressed the 
strong show of  support 
during the 57th Ordinary 
Session of  the Authority of  
H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  a n d  
G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  
Economic Community of  
We s t  A f r i c a n  S t a t e s  
(ECOWAS) which took 
place recently in Niamey, 
Republic of  Niger.

The event which was held 
at the Mahatma Gandhi 
International Conference 
Centre, Niamey considered 
repor ts  form the 44th 
Ordinary Session of  the 
Mediation and Security 
Council at the Ministerial 
Level and the 84th Ordinary 
Session of  the ECOWAS 
Council of  Ministers, which 
preceded the summit.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
Presidents who spoke at the 
event, the focus of  the sub-

region is to persuade other 
African countries to support 
Nigeria's highly respected 
pick for the position, one of  
five candidates who recently 
scaled the first stage of  the 
WTO leadership hurdle.

Apar t  Okonjo-Iweala 
others still in the race for the 
WTO job is Saudi Arabia's 
Mohammad Maziad Al-
Tuwaijri, Amina Mohamed 
of  Kenya, Liam Fox of  the 
United Kingdom and South 
Korea's Yoo Myung-hee.

ECOWAS had in June 
endorsed Okonjo-Iweala for 
the job. The sub-regional 
body anchored its support for 
the former World Bank 
Managing Director based on 
her track record of  high 
performance and leadership 
in top positions.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
E C OWA S  P r e s i d e n t s ,  
Okonjo-Iweala is eminently 
qualified to head the WTO 
based on her “long years of  
managerial experience at the 
top echelon of  multilateral 
institutions, her reputation as 
a fearless reformer, her 
excellent negotiating and 
political skills, her experience 
of  over 30 years as a 
developmental economist 
with a long-standing interest 
in trade, her excellent 
academic qualification, her 
pos i t ion  as  Managing  
Director World Bank, and 
currently as Board Chair, 
Gavi, and AU Special Envoy 
t o  m o b i l i z e  f i n a n c i a l  
resources for the fight against 
COVID-19.''

Oil workersOil workersOil workers

Okonjo-IwealaOkonjo-IwealaOkonjo-Iweala

Lost containersLost containersLost containers
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APGA and the surviving tales of Anambra politics:

Which way forward?

s the days roll by, we draw near to the D-day 

A"ANAMBRA 2021 and it is no longer news that 
aspirants from different existing political parties in 

the state are warming up for this great battle. 
Anambra is Nigeria's safest state and the most peaceful. It is 

the only state which has not experienced  any armed bank 
robbery attack in over six years, despite having some of  the 
biggest markets in Africa and cities where people trade in high 
volumes with raw cash. Community policing is at the heart of  
Anambra's inspiring security story.

Presently, Obiano's suspension of  the 12 erring traditional 
rulers should be seen as the first in a series of  steps to restore 
the dignity of  the institution. The current administration 
under APGA at every moment seeks to show why Anambra 
State will remain the Light of  the Nation.

After intense politicking ahead of  the November flag off  of  
governorship election in Anambra State, some political parties 
are gradually organising aspirants, a development that the 
masses hope to bring succour in the hands of  the incumbent 
administration APGA. Amid the grave global economic crisis 
arising out of  the coronavirus, which has made many state 
governments unable to pay government employees and 
retirees for months, Governor Willie Obiano administration 
has continued to present smiles on its citizenry.

This was as a result of  the party's remarkable growth during 
the 2019 elections as it won 7 seats in the House of  
representatives compared to the 2015 elections where only two 
seats were won including winning of  two third of  the house 
and the governorship position.

APGA no doubt, is not an easy party to beat as far as the 
governorship election in Anambra State is concerned. Apart 
from the power of  incumbency, the state's security machinery 
and other relevant bodies seem to be working tirelessly to 
better development. That notwithstanding, Obiano appears 
not to be deterred, as he has doggedly and aggressively 
embarked on last minute programmes to ensure victory

His giant strides in security, agriculture, education and 
health, as well as creating an enabling environment for trade 
and industry to thrive, are all to his credit, analysts said.

His prompt and steady payment of  salaries and pensions has 
attracted support for the “Alert Governor” as he is fondly 
called and this no doubt would boost his party' position.

Pundits are of  the view that the electorate in Anambra 
North may prefer to support APGA for continuity but he is 
already saddled with numerous qualified chances from 
People's Democratic Party.

Similarly, Anambra South and Central senatorial zones 
equally voted for Obiano to ensure that the next seat returns to 
their zones. 

Many residents of  the state have vowed that it would be 
better to entrust their destiny in the hands of  a tried and tested 
hand (APGA) than in some other relatively unknown 
opponents with little or no experience in governance OR the 
PDP who has denied them of  their basic right but stood on the 
altar of  'share the money'.

By November 2021, the state would be going for another 
governorship poll to elect a successor to incumbent Governor 
Willie Obiano, who hails from Anambra North Senatorial 
District of  the state. However, some politicians from Anambra 
South Senatorial District are agitating for power shift to their 
zone in a bid to sidetrack governorship aspirants from the more 
cohesive Anambra Central Senatorial District.

Although Governor Obiano does not have similar political 
clout as Obi, he has been for the clamour of  power shift to 

Anambra South, ostensibly to ensure that the APGA 
gubernatorial standard-bearer could emerge from there. 
APGA stakeholders in the state claim that Obiano has resolved 
on making the former Central Bank of  Nigeria (CBN) 
governor, Prof. Chukwuma Soludo, his successor.

But opponents of  zoning have faulted the governor's scheme, 
arguing that the inability of  proponents of  zoning to mobilize 
the entire people of  Anambra South to put forward a consensus 
candidate, like Obi did in 2013, weakens the zoning argument.

Yet others maintain that since political jobbers hijacked the 
process and imposed Obiano, instead of  Dr. Chike Obidigbo, 
who was the consensus choice of  Anambra North in 2013, 
nobody should be talking about zoning.

A cursory look at the electoral dynamics in the state shows 
that in his desperation to play godfather and implant a 
successor, Governor Obiano seems to be apprehensive that 
opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), with its strength 
and spread, could jeopardise his succession plan. 
Consequently, the machinations for zoning the 2021 
governorship in the state seem to be precipitated by two main 
factors, namely, APGA's apprehensions and jostling within 
PDP.

Yet, the crisis in APGA is as a result of  the emergence of  two 
factions which appear to be the major headache of  the 
incumbent governor. How then do we agree with the notion of  
continuity? This is amidst the lingering crisis rocking the ruling 
party following the suspension of  12 monarchs and the protest 
to call for local governments elections in the state.

Son of  late Odumegu Ojukwu, Emeka Ojukwu during one 
of  his interview sessions to mark his father's birthday 
succinctly stated that, in terms of  who would save Anambra, it 
is currently in safe hands as Gov. Willie Obiano was building 
on the good foundation laid by previous administrations, and 
the next administration will build on the good works of  
Obiano.

When asked about his opinion on All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA) looking very troubled and appears not likely 
to return as governorship election is around the corner in 
Anambra, He noted that APGA is not in any more trouble than 
any of  the other major political parties and will produce the 
next governor of  the state.

"Our people are very much aware of  the input APGA-led 
administrations have made and are making in the state. 
Anambra State is today witnessing previously unheard of  
confidence vis-a-vis security, due to the APGA security 
initiatives of  Governor Willie Obiano. Who would want to 
miss sustenance of  that superlative initiative?

However, dilapidating state of  APGA in February 2013 gave 
birth to a faction of  the party which merged with the Action 
Congress of  Nigeria, the All Nigeria Peoples Party, and the 
Congress for Progressive Change to form the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

APC
APC fielding promising politicians like Dr Tony Nwoye, Mr 

Andy Uba, Chief  George Moghalu, Engineer Bart Nwibe, 
Chukwuma Paul, Barrister Nonso Madu, Patrick Nwike, 
Obidigbo Chike, Dr. Obinna Uzoh, Okonwko D., Onunkwo 
Johnbosco and Uchegbu Adoabi during the last election are 
clear evidence that the party is prepared to face the challenges.

Going by APC antecedents, their position in Nigeria having 
Buhari win the election under APC shows no doubt, would be 
a great booster to victory at the poll. APC stalwarts are of  the 
opinion that APC political history is enough to unsettle any of  
his co-contestants in view of  his track record and successes in 

politics. The party's mastery of  delegate and rural politics is 
second to none. These have always been his trump card.

Another strong factor that can hardly be swept under the 
carpet is his connectivity with Prince Arthur Eze, who is 
widely believed to have sacrificed alot and expects more in 
the state. The oil mogul is one of  the godfathers that have 
shaped politics in the state and this time around with his 
current rift with the governor who is an APGA candidate, 
the battle becomes more fierce. 

Weakness:
APC as a platform to contest the election may pose a big 

challenge because an average Anambrian is yet to come to 
terms with the party. Ability to convince the electorate who 
perceive APC as a northern party is a major battle he would 
contend with. Currently high increase in price of  
commodities including fuel, inflation rate, academic 
strikes, and so on also seems to cripple the state of  affairs 
within the party. Godfatherism as a political culture has 
grossly receded and efficacy of  money distribution and 
bribery of  the electorate is increasingly failing as an 
electioneering strategy.

PDP
The unofficial but generally accepted state zoning policy 

which expects power to revert to Anambra South after 8 
years of  Anambra North holding power is one big thing that 
will kick in the peoples' party.

The intent of  the Abuja visit, drumming support with 
Prado Jeeps through local leaders showing a resolve for 
grassroot inclusion in government is another opportunity to 
get back in the fray, working with its appointed stalwart and 
top APC financier, and looking to exploit the gap created by 
the APGA rift.

More so, the emergence of  a young generation of  
political players (Mid 40s and below) seeking to assert 
themselves politically in the state and the calibre of  
leadership of  the party in the state is indeed intimidating. 
Personalities like Prof. ABC Nwosu, Mrs. Josphine 
Anninie and Linus Ukachukwu, Princess Stella Odua 
Senator Uche Ekwunife, Dr Maduka Godwin would be an 
added advantage for PDP in Anambra state. The battle I 
guess will be more deadly than expected.

Also, the shadowy presence of  Peter Obi as former vice 
presidential candidate will also be an added advantage of  
the PDP candidate. Obi's antecedents as a perfect and 
calculative schemer, who understudies the political terrain, 
cannot be under-estimated.

Mr Ifeanyi Ozumba, one of  the PDP stalwart on his own 
state of  mind, admonished that it is not surprising that 
Anambra has always been a PDP state until after the 
unfortunate tenure of  H.E Chinwoke Mbadinuju, which 
saw the state to a standstill. 

He attributed the change as what led to the Loss of  
support from the citizens, for the sake of  one man's inability 
to be in charge amidst trying times.

Presently the state is facing another type of  standstill in 
the hands of  the present APGA led government. This is 
evident in almost all sectors of  governance presently in the 
state, from the executives to the legislators, all have 
underperformed. With the pace of  development and 
amount of  savings (75 billion) handed over to them by the 
previous government it is right to expect more from the 
present APGA government. 

Though my good friend, Mr. Machie Emmanuel 
Ogomegbunam political team leader of  one of  the PDP 
aspirants has succinctly stated that “Now PDP Anambra is 
restructured, repackaged and subsequently re-evaluated 
under the present Chairmanship of  Chief  Ndubuisi Nwobu 
(Obuka Awka). No wonder they swept 2 out of  3 senatorial 
seats of  the State (with APGA having none) most of  the 
House of  Representatives members and if  not for the 
unholy meddling by the Executive/Governor in the House 
of  Assembly election, it would have been the same score 
line as the others. This expresses the resolution and choice 
of  the People to support the People's Democratic Party.

It is also no more news that PDP presently has the highest 
number of  not just anyhow Governorship aspirant, but a 
league of  numerous worthy, tested/trusted, capable and 
Capacity poised Aspirants for the coming 2021 elections. 

Does this go further to prove that PDP is definitely the 
Goose that would lay the golden egg come 2021? Well, I 
suggest we pull a chair, grab some popcorn and watch as the 
keg of  gun powder blows in no distant time.

In conclusion, there is need for the people of  Anambra to 
collectively stand in awe over political conduct, and 
reiterate that the era of  retrogressive politicking 
characterized by thuggery, banditry and needless 
bloodletting is actually over.

By their respect for a zoning formula if  any, would 
protects all zones of  the state and guarantees an inclusive 
political culture. 

Indeed a proud moment for Ndi Anambra regardless of  
which sides they fight on in this 2021 governorship election.

By Uchenna Ezeadigwe 

ObianoObianoObianoOkoyeOkoyeOkoye
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h e  E u r o p e a n  

TC e n t r e  f o r  

Electoral Support 

( E C E S ) ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

weekend in Edo state, said 

voters in most wards and 

polling units have failed to 

comply with COVID-19 

guidelines as stipulated in 

the INEC policy.

Mr Wilson Manji, the 

deputy project coordinator 

noted that although the 

voters were all wearing face 

masks,  they did not  

maintain social distancing.

“So far, everything is 

peaceful and calm here. 

Just that most voters are 

not complying with INEC 

protocol on Covid-19, 

a l though the pol l ing 

officers came with hand 

s a n i t i s e r s  a n d  

thermometers to check the 

temperature of  every 

voter", he stated.
The Head, INEC Voter 

Education and Publicity, 
Timidi Wariowei, told 
newsmen at INEC office in 
Benin that most of  the 

polling units and voting 
points started voting at 
8.30a.m.

“But we are aware that 
there are some few isolated 
cases that started 9.a.m. or 
after 9.a.m. because of  
some issues they needed to 
sort out.

Wariowei, however, 
said he observed that the 
voters were all wearing face 
masks but did not maintain 
social distancing. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  
Wariowei, voters were 
educated on the need to 
adhere strictly to the Covid-
19 regulations by wearing 
f a c e  m a s k s  a n d  
m a i n t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  
distancing for the safety of  
all, yet many failed to 
comply.

Edo Election: European centre condemns 
non-compliance with Covid-19 protocols
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, 
Awka

New Rotary President to sponsor 
youths, women in business

Abia APC 
denies compiling 
congress list     

From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia

he leadership of  Tt h e  A l l  
P r o g r e s s i v e s  

Cong ress, (APC)  has  
denied some repor ts 
making the rounds that it 
has prepared a list of  those 
who will be elected into 
executive positions of  the 
party in the state. 
Unconfirmed reports had 
spread around the state 
like a wild fire this week, 
where it was claimed that 
a list of  some 'endorsed 
members' had been drawn 
preparatory to the state 
congress of  the party. 
But APC in reaction 
faulted the rumours that it 
was planning to hold a 
state congress, describing 
the rumors as a "market 
square gossip" . 
In a statement by the 
publicity secretary of  the 
APC, Abia, Comrade 
Benedict Godson which 
w a s  i s s u e d  t o d a y  
(Saturday), the party 
u r g e d  i t s  t e e m i n g  
members and supporters 

to disregard the reports 
which according to the 
party, emanated from the 
enemies of  the broom 
party. 
The party further made it 
clear that no list has been 
d r a w n ,  e v e n  a s  i t  
emphasised that every 
genuine  informat ion 
about activities in the 
party emanates from the 
n a t i o n a l  a n d  s t a t e  
leadership and not from 
junk sources. 
The statement read, "the 
leadership of  APC ably 
led by the State Chairman, 
Hon Donatus Nwankpa 
calls on every member of  
our great party to treat that 
deceitful information as 
mere market square gossip 
with zero grain of  truth in 
it.
Everybody should wait for 
genuine information from 
the party's leadership in 
the state and national 
l e v e l s " ,  G o d s o n  
maintained. 

Emir of Zaria, 
Shehu Idris is dead

he Emir of  Zazzau Ta n d  C h a i r m a n ,  
K a d u n a  S t a t e  

Council of  Traditional 
Rulers, Alhaji Shehu Idris, 
is dead.

A traditional title holder, 

Wazirin Zazzau, Alhaji 

Ibrahim Aminu confirmed 

t h e  d e a t h ,  S u n d a y  

afternoon.

He said the Emir died in 

Kaduna on his way to a 

London Hospital.

Son of  the Emir, Aminu 

Shehu Idris, said his father 

passed on at the age of  84, 

after a protracted illness. 

Alhaji Shehu Idris, was 

the 18th Fulani Emir of  

Zazzau who was appointed 

on 15th February, 1975, spent 

45 years on the throne.
According to Aminu, the 

late monarch had been 
battling with an undisclosed 
ailment for a decade “until 
this morning when death 
snatched him away.”

The late monarch left 
behind four wives, dozens of  

children and grand children, 
a s  w e l l  a s  g r e a t -
grandchildren.

Information available to 
newsmen is that the burial of  
the first class monarch took 
place by 5pm on Sunday.

8 persons burnt to death in 
Lagos-Ibadan expressway accident

ight people were on 

ES a t u r d ay  n i g h t  

burnt to death in a 

lone accident involving a 

Mazda bus on the Lagos-

Ibadan expressway.

The Sector Commander 

of  the Federal Road Safety 

Corps (FRSC), Mr Ahmed 

Umar, disclosed this to 

newsmen on Sunday in 

Abeokuta.

Umar said that the 

accident, which occurred at 

about 8:45 pm near Saapade 

Bridge, was caused by a tyre 

burst.

According to him, it 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b u s  

somersaulting and bursting 

into flames.

The sector commander 

added that 11 people were 

involved in the accident 

made up of  three male 

adults, one female adult, 

o n e  c h i l d  a n d  s i x  

unidentified persons.

“The suspected cause of  

the lone accident involving 

the Mazda bus marked 

AAA 249 VX was tyre burst 

which led to a loss of  

control before the crash and 

b u r s t i n g  i n t o  f l a m e s  

immediately,” he said.
He said that FRSC 

operatives contacted the 
Sagamu Fi re  Ser v ice  
immediately for a joint 
rescue

operation.
Umar said that three 

injured victims were taken 
to Idera Hospital, Sagamu, 
for medical attention while 
the Health Department of  
R e m o  N o r t h  L o c a l  
Government Area was 
contacted on the burnt 
victims.

He advised motorists to 
drive cautiously, obey traffic 
rules and regulations and 
ensure that their tyres were 

in good condition.

h e  A d a m aw a  

TS t a t e  P o l i c e  

Command has 

arrested three suspects 

over the theft of  two cars 

around the state capital, 

Yola.

The police command 

said in a statement by its 

Public Relations Officer, 

DSP Sulaiman Nguroje, 

t h a t  t h e  c o m m a n d ,  

through its men attached 

to Karewa Division in 

Yola, arrested 30-year-old 

Mus tapha  I sma i l ,  a  

resident of  Zango ward in 

Yo l a  N o r t h  l o c a l  

government area over a 

particular car.

It said the arrest was 
effected on September 16, 
2020 over alleged theft of  a 
Toyota starlet with Reg. 
No. MDG 505 AA parked 
in s id e  J im e ta  U l t r a  
modern market.

T h e  J i m e t a  

Ultramodern market,  

Yola's most prestigious 

shopping centre, was once 

notorious for car thefts 

before certain measures 

were put in place.

The statement added 

t h a t  o n  S a t u r d a y,  

September 19, the Special 

Ant i -Robber y  Squad  

(SARs) responded to a 

distress call from a resident 

o f  D e m s a w o  ( a  

community in Jimeta, 

Yola North) whose vehicle 

with Reg. No. SB 509 DBT 

was stolen in his house.

It said the car was 

recovered along Ngurore 

road, in Yola South LGA.

Nguroje said a 20-year-

old Zaradden Adamu, a 

resident of  Demsawo and 

2 5 - y e a r - o l d  S a l i h u  

Mohammed, a resident of  

Ngurore in Yola South, 

were arrested for being in 

possession of  the car.
It appears that car 

stealing is beginning to rise 
in Adamawa State. The 
A d a m a w a  P o l i c e  
Command had only last 
week  pa raded  th ree  
suspected car thieves 
among 33 other suspects.

3 arrested over theft 
of cars in Adamawa

he 40th President of  TR o t a r y  C l u b  o f  
Umuahia, Abia State, 

Distr ict  9142,   Lynda 
Dimgba has assured  that her 
administration will embark 
on economic empowerment 
and community development 
to encourage the growth of  
s m a l l  a n d  m e d i u m  
enterprises in Umuahia.

Speaking at Margaret hall, 

Umuahia, shortly after her 

installation as the Pathfinder 

President of  Rotary Club of  

Umuahia,  Dimgba said the 

club under her watch would  

empower ten (10) women and 

youths involved in Small and 

Medium scale businesses  with 

micro-credit facilities of  fifty 

thousand naira each.
She said her administration 

will also provide Rotary 

From Dan Maduagwu, 
Umuahia

customized umbrella for petty 
traders and engage youths and 
women in two churches of  
Umuahia  North and South 
LGAs  in skill acquisition 
seminars and workshops.

Other areas her one year 
tenure will focus on, according 
to her include:  disease 
prevention and treatment; 
basic education and literacy; 
water and sanitation; maternal 
and child health; peace 
building, conflict prevention, 
resolution and environmental 
protection. 

Lagos-Ibadan expressway accident
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olice in Cross PRiver State have 
arrested an alleged 

serial rapist, Aniefiok 
Etukudo, for defiling one 
Esther Emmanuel, along 
Federal Housing Estate, 
Calabr Municipal local 
government area of  the 
State.

Aniefiok Etukudo was 
also accused of  raping 
one Edidiong Etieno Pius, 
12 years old.

A statement issued by 

the Commissioner of  

Police, CP Abdulkadir 

Jimoh said that the 

suspect was caught raping 

one Esther Emmanuel.
The CP further said 

that on September 12, at 
about 1200hrs, following 
intelligence report, three 
suspected armed robbers 
were arrested at Inyang 
Ita, along Calabar Ikom 

H i g h w a y ,  i n  
Uyanga/Akamkpa local 
government area by 
Operatives of  Puff  Adder.

Names of  the  suspects 
were given as; Alexander 
Michael, Nelson Dennis 
and Akama Akama, all 
males. 

Items recovered from 
them included;  one 
locally made pistol, one 
life cartridge and one 
expended cartridge.

beauty make up job, 
picked her up at Ukpo 
junction, along Enugu- 
Onitsha Expressway and 
took her to an isolated 
building at Awkuzu where 
they allegedly raped the 
victim repeatedly while in 
captivity for two days, 
despite collecting ransom 

of  four hundred thousand 
Naira (#400,000) from her 
relatives".

" M e a n w h i l e  t h e  
suspects have voluntarily 
confessed to the crime and 
the victim was taken to the 
hospital  for medical 
e x a m i n a t i o n .  
Investigation is  st i l l  

ongoing after which 
suspects would be brought 
to book", the PPRO 
stated.

Consequently,  the 
Command enjoined the 
public to be wary of  this 
new trend of  crime and 
report suspicious persons 
t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i c e  
e m e r g e n c y  n u m b e r  
07039194332 or  the  
nearest police station for 
prompt response.

Police arrest alleged 
serial rapist, other 
suspects in Cross River

The victim, whose 
name was not given due to 
security reasons were said 
to have been lured into an 
uncompleted building and 
kept for two days while the 
men took turns in having 
carnal knowledge of  her.

C o n f i r m i n g  t h e  
incident, Police Public 
Relations Officer, SP 
Haruna Mohammed said, 
"On the 19/9/2020, at 
a b o u t  2 p m ,  p o l i c e  
operatives attached to the 
Command Special Anti 

olice operatives Pattached to the 
S p e c i a l  A n t i -

Robbery Squad (SARS), 
Awkuzu, in Oyi Local 
Government Area of  
A n a m b r a  S t a t e  h a s  
arrested a three man gang 
for allegedly raping 24 
years old girl repeatedly 
while holding her in 
c a p t i v i t y ,  d e s p i t e  
co l l ec t ing  #400 ,000  
ransoms from her relatives 
under the pretext of  
securing her a job.

Robbery Squad(SARS) 
arrested the following 
syndicate in Awkuzu, (i) 
E k w u g h a  I n n o c e n t  
Chinazo 'm' aged 25years 
of  Mgbuzo Awkuzu, (ii) 
Chidiebere Ogoegbunam 
'm' aged 24years of  Egbu, 
Awkuzu and (iii) David 
Nnaemeka  'm '  aged  
19years of  same address.

According  to the 
PPRO"The Suspects had 
on 13/9/2020, lured a 24 
years old lady, residing at 
St. Micheal Hostel Temp 
side, Awka, under the 
pretext of  securing  her a 

Anambra: 3 Youths in police custody for rape, 
N400,000 extortion from job seeker 
From Uchenna Ezeadigwe, Awka

Bishop in rape, child 
marriage saga opens up 

of  his congregation since 
she was 12. Enofe, 46, and a 
father of  four, was alleged 
to have impregnated the girl 
dur ing  the  lockdown 
necessitated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, but rushed to 
pay her dowry in Abia 
State, on August 26, 2020, 
when the lockdown was 
eased, in order to cover the 
act.

Report said that a 
s u p p o s e d  e l a b o r a t e  
wedding between him and 

he name Bishop TStephanus Lucky 
Enofe was only 

known to members of  Spirit 
and Grace Ministry, in Idi-
Oro, Mushin area of  Lagos, 
until recently when he was 
arrested for allegedly 
defiling a 15-year-old girl 
and putting her in the 
family's way. 

He was alleged to have 
been sleeping with the 
Senior Secondary School 2 
student, who is a member 

his teenage wife was billed 
to hold last Saturday, 
September 12, 2020, in 
Lagos, with invitation cards 
sent out, but it never did as 
he spent the day in police 
cus tody at  the  Sta te  
Criminal Investigation and 
Intelligence Department, 
SCIID, Yaba.

However, the Bishop 
has described as false, news 
making the rounds that he 
impregnated the girl.

...says I wooed her because of her beauty

Edo election: Buhari 
congratulates Obaseki

pposition political 

Oparties in Enugu 
State, including the 

All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and African Peoples' 
Alliance (APA), say it is 
unfair to start discussing 
who succeeds the state 
governor in 2023. 

The political parties 
said that premium should 
r a t h e r  b e  p l a c e d  o n  
delivering good governance 
and addressing the many 
challenges facing residents 
of  the state. 

The opposition parties 
were reacting to statements 
made by former governor 
o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  S e n .  
Chimaroke Nnamani and 
PDP Chairman in the state, 
Chief  Augustine Nnamani, 
relating to the 2023 election 
in the state. 

The PDP chieftains had 
during a solidarity visit to 
G o v e r n o r  I f e a n y i  
Ugwuanyi on Sept. 19, 
2020  by  the  Ebeano 
Political Family, said that 
the governor would be 
allowed to choose who 
succeeds him in 2023.

The Ebeano Political 
Family is a structure 
founded by Nnamani 

during his time as governor 
and the platform has since 
p r o d u c e d  s u c c e s s i ve  
governors in the state.

However, reacting to 
the development,  the 
Chairman of  APC in the 
state, Mr Ben Nwoye said it 
was unfair for the PDP to 
start deliberations on who 
leads the state from 2023 
when those elected in 2019 
had yet to find their feet due 
to some circumstances. 

Nwoye said that efforts 
should rather be made to 
assist those who were 
elected into political offices 
in 2019 to realise their 
campaign promises. 

“Ac t ions  tha t  a re  
directed toward 2023, in my 
view are not fair to the 
people, especially when the 
i n c u m b e n t s  a r e  j u s t  
beginning to find their feet 
after the Coronavirus 
pandemic.

 “Those who were 
elected should be allowed to 
deliver good governance 
within the period they were 
elected to serve. When the 
time comes, we shall deal 
with 2023,” Nwoye said. 

A l s o ,  h i s  A P A  
c o u n t e r p a r t ,  M r  
C h u k w u n o n s o  O g b e,  

described the statement as 
undemocratic and capable 
of  causing political tension 
in the state. Ogbe said that 
in as much as members of  
the PDP in the state had the 
right to associate with one 
another, it was wrong to 
make statements that 
suggest that one man will 
decide for the state. 

“That statement which 
was made in full public 
glare that the governor be 
allowed to choose his 
successor come 2023 is 
capable of  heating up the 
polity. “This is an implied 
admittance on the part of  
the former governor of  the 
culture of  imposition of  
political office holders on 
the people of  the state 
which we have always 
protested against".

Ogbe, however, said 
that opposition political 
parties in the state would 
rally to end incidences of  
g o d f a t h e r i s m  a n d  
imposition of  candidates in 
future elections.

 “Come 2023, a new 
order of  governance shall 
be  enthroned by the  
electorate of  Enugu State,” 
Ogbe said.

It's unfair to discuss 2023 election 
now, opposition tells Enugu PDP

saw the  Independent  
N a t i o n a l  E l e c t o r a l  
Commission declaring 
Obaseki winner.

In the statement titled 
“ P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i  
commends election process 
in Edo State reiterates 
commitment to free and fair 
elections,” Shehu quoted 
Buhari as reiterating his 
commitment to credible 
elections.

I n  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  
Obaseki, the President was 
further quoted as urging 
him to “show grace and 
humility in victory.”

B u h a r i  s a i d ,  “ M y  
commitment to free and fair 
elections is firm, because, 

he President, Major TG e n e r a l  
M u h a m m a d u  

Buhari (retd.), on Sunday, 
congratulated Edo State 
G o v e r n o r ,  G o d w i n  
Obaseki, on his victory at 
the state governorship 
election held on Saturday.

Obaseki, the candidate 
of  the Peoples Democratic 
Party, defeated Osagie Ize-
Iyamu of  Buhari's All 
Progressives Congress at 
the poll.

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  
according to a statement by 
his Senior Special Assistant 
on Media and Publicity, 
Garba Shehu, commended 
the electoral process that 

without free and fair 
elections, the foundation of  
our political and moral 
authority will be weak.

“I have consistently 
advocated for free and fair 
elections in the country 
because it is the bedrock of  
true democratic order.

“Democracy will mean 
nothing if  the votes of  the 
people don't count or if  
t h e i r  m a n d a t e  i s  
fraudulently tampered 
with.”

He commended the 
people of  the state, the 
political parties, candidates, 
and security agencies for 
conducting themselves 
responsibly.

Suspects Deceased kids  
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he Speaker of  Abia House To f  A s s e m b l y,  H o n  
Chinedum Or j i  has  

directed the dissolution of  all 
House standing committees with 
immediate effect. 

In a statement released by the 
Speaker of  the House stated that 
the  d i sso lut ion  was  wi th  
immediate effect. 

The statement read, "the 
S p e a k e r,  H o n  C h i n e d u m  
Enyinnaya Orji has directed the 
dissolution of  all House standing 

committees with immediate 
effect.

 Consequently, all the House 
standing committees are hereby 
dissolved forthwith". The release 
went on to point out that new 
committees would be constituted 
in due course.

Meanwhile, the Speaker has 
eulogised the late Mrs Clarice 
Aguocha, the mother of  Sir 
Obinna Aguocha, the President 
General of  Ohuhu Welfare 
Union(OWU). 

T h e  S p e a k e r  p o u r e d  

e n c o m i u m s  o n  O k ay i u g a  
Nkwoegwu, Ohuhu, Umuahia 
North during the burial of  the 
President General's mother at 
Okayiuga. He described the late 
Matriarch as a great achiever, 
whose legacies would always 
guide as a mirror, while urging the 
living to emulate her.

Responding on behalf  of  the 
Aguocha family,  Dr Aham Uko, 
Abia State Commissioner for 
Finance, thanked the speaker for 
identifying with the Aguocha 
family and the Ohuhu nation.

Abia Speaker dissolves 
committees, condoles Aguocha 
From Dan Maduagwu, Umuahia  

pposition political parties 

Oin Enugu State, including 

the All  Progressives 

Congress (APC) and African 

Peoples' Alliance (APA), say it is 

unfair to start discussing who 

succeeds the state governor in 2023. 

The political parties said that 

premium should rather be placed 

on delivering good governance and 

addressing the many challenges 

facing residents of  the state. 

The opposition parties were 

reacting to statements made by 

former governor of  the state, Sen. 

Chimaroke Nnamani and PDP 

Chairman in the state, Chief  

Augustine Nnamani, relating to the 

2023 election in the state. 

The PDP chieftains had during 

a solidarity visit to Governor 

Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi on Sept. 19, 

2020 by the Ebeano Political 

Family, said that the governor 

would be allowed to choose who 

succeeds him in 2023.
The Ebeano Political Family is a 

structure founded by Nnamani 
during his time as governor and the 
platform has since produced 
successive governors in the state.

It's unfair to discuss 2023 
election now, opposition 
tells Enugu PDP

However, reacting to the 
development, the Chairman of  
APC in the state, Mr Ben Nwoye 
said it was unfair for the PDP to 
start deliberations on who leads the 
state from 2023 when those elected 
in 2019 had yet to find their feet due 
to some circumstances. 

Nwoye said that efforts should 
rather be made to assist those who 
were elected into political offices in 
2019 to realise their campaign 
promises. 

“Actions that are directed 
toward 2023, in my view are not fair 
to the people, especially when the 
incumbents are just beginning to 
find their feet after the Coronavirus 
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 n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  Ao r g a n i z a t i o n ,  G l o b a l  
Health Awareness Research 

Foundation (GHARF), under 
Effective Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (E-WASH), has urged the 
Imo State government to urgently 
reactivate Okigwe Regional Water 
Scheme in order to restore good 
water at the area. 

The NGO has identified that the 
pipes that connect Okigwe Water 
Scheme that generate water to 
residents were badly damaged so 
that water no longer circulate 
effectively there over the years, 
subjecting residents to danger and 
disease.

GHARF, during a courtesy visit 
to the member representing Okigwe 
State Constituency in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly, Hon Chidiebere 
Ogbunikpa, at Okigwe, weekend, 
solicited his support to facilitate the 
prompt reactivation of  Okigwe 
Water Scheme to restore portable 
water to the area by way of  making a 
favourable legislation in the 
assembly.

GHARF,  whi le  speaking  
through its Program Officer, Mr 
Cornell Ekeh, who represented Prof  
Obioma Nwaorgu (FAS), GHARF 
President, appealed to the House 
member to use his office to compel 
government to breathe life into the 
Okigwe Water Scheme, stop open 
deification, put in place toilet 
facilities at Schools, motor parks, 
markets, healthcare centres to 

reduce indiscriminate defication for 
enhanced sanitation and hygienic 
environment.

Noting that it has "been 
implementing E- WASH programs 
on cleanliness and safety at Okigwe 
as men, women and youths were 
being sensitized on safety, sanitation 
and hygiene", GHARF stated that 
marking has already been done by 
the Water Board on effective 
reactivation of  Okigwe Water 
Scheme as the case at Orlu and 
Owerri.

Reacting, member for Okigwe 
State Constituency in the Imo State 
House of  Assembly, Hon Chidiebere 
Ogbunikpa, assured the group of  
moving a motion in the Assembly to 
see whether water could be restored 
at Okigwe, adding that only the 
government has the financial 
strength to reactivate Okigwe Water 
Scheme.

Ogbunikpa promised to do his 
best to ensure there is regular and 
potable water to residents of  
Okigwe, maintaining that he built 
boreholes to his people in order to 
help them generate good water.

According to Ogbunikpa, "I 
started with the provision of  water at 
five wards because Okigwe Water 
Scheme will take long before it will 
be reactivated. It is not a project an 
individual can finance alone. 
Okigwe can have separate water 
system which we have been doing. 
Besides, many residents access water 
from the stream. Open deification 
will also be difficult to stop 
especially at the rural areas".

GHARF urges government 
to reactivate Okigwe 
water scheme
By Ikenna Orioha

Obaseki acknowledges cheers from admirers after his victory in the Edo guber election   

pandemic.
 “Those who were elected 

should be allowed to deliver good 
governance within the period they 
were elected to serve. When the 
time comes, we shall deal with 
2023,” Nwoye said. 

Also, his APA counterpart, Mr 
Chukwunonso Ogbe, described the 
statement as undemocratic and 
capable of  causing political tension 
in the state. Ogbe said that in as 
much as members of  the PDP in the 
state had the right to associate with 
one another, it was wrong to make 
statements that suggest that one 
man will decide for the state. 

“That statement which was 

made in full public glare that the 
governor be allowed to choose his 
successor come 2023 is capable of  
heating up the polity. “This is an 
implied admittance on the part of  
the former governor of  the culture 
of  imposition of  political office 
holders on the people of  the state 
which we have always protested 
against".

Ogbe, however, said that 
opposition political parties in the 
state would rally to end incidences 
of  godfatherism and imposition of  
candidates in future elections.

 “Come 2023, a new order of  
governance shall be enthroned by 
the electorate of  Enugu State,” 
Ogbe said.

o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  

Fprovidence, it would 
have been a tragic affair 

for Madam Ngozi Oyibo and all 
other residents of  No 1 Prof  
Avenue, Umudagu Mberi off  
Stibat, Owerri, Imo State. 

On the night of  Thursday 
going into the early hours of  
Friday, September 18, 2020, 
about 20 well armed men who 
later identified themselves as 
agents of  Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC)  stormed the street 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  a  m o s t  
commando fashion and raised 
the premises in what the 
residents eventually referred to 
as armed robbery style. 

According to a victim of  the 
incident, Mrs Ugomma James, 
"It is very unfortunate. It is sad. 
And I am heartbroken. It was 
around 3.30am on Friday 
morning, September 18. We 
suddenly had a big bang at the 
gate. The bang later became 
bangs.  From the window,  we 
could see them climbing 
through the fence from the gate 
side with the aid of  a ladder. 
After that, we could see the 
s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  b e i n g  
manhandled". 

In an emotion laden voice 
and misty eyes, Madam James 

narrated how the EFCC 
operatives,  nearly applying 
James Hardly Chase method of  
crime scene, starting from the 
ground floor, up to their flat in 
the second floor,  bulldozed 
their way through and, like mid 
night armed robbers, broke into 
their flat after tearing away the 
doors and other security 
measures. 

According to her, "My heart 
went into my mouth the 
moment I knew they were 
coming up stairs. The next thing 
was the door bell they pressed 
repeatedly. As they pressed they 
continued banging at the front 
door. 

"I started praying. My 
husband asked, who are you? 
They never answered. I moved 
to open the door but he pushed 
me back. I then took my three 
kids who were then awake and 
went to the toilet. He came back 
without opening the door. He 
rather went and hid at the 
balcony because it also had a 
security. 

"They  even tua l ly  go t  
through. Came in, went straight 
to the toilet and brought my kids 
and I out.  In fact, I begged and 
begged because I thought they 
we r e  a r m e d  r o b b e r s  o r  
kidnappers because they were 
heavily armed. 

Later, they started looking 
for my husband. With their 

tools, they pulled the veranda 
open and dragged him out. In 
fact, they gave him the beating 
of  his life for labouring them. 
From here they dragged him 
downstairs. I quickly ran to 
them and asked, where are you 
taking him to, one said Abuja, 
another Fire Service Police 
Station and the third Enugu. It 
was at that point they told me 
they were EFCC officials. They 
maintained that they beat my 
husband because he never 
opened the door on time. By 
now they collected all of  our 
phones but returned mine when 
they were leaving. At that point I 
never saw my husband again 
until when they took him to 
Enugu". 

Speaking, James Kalu, the 
husband, who was released late 
on Saturday said it was a bitter 
experience as there was no 
search warrant. He said" the 
entire operation looked like an 
assassination assignment. They 
were heavily armed. The timing 
was frightening and all that. Till 
now, I am heartbroken". 

Another victim, Ngozi 
Okoro revealed that she escaped 
the brutality because she 
thought that they were armed 
robbers and so she quickly 
opened the door. 

What would have been the 
disaster of  the night was the 
resuscitation of  a woman with 
blood pressure who collapsed 
during the operation. Her 
daughter, Miss Sunshine was 
angry at EFCC that she queried 
the methodology of  the raid and 
threatened to sue the agency.

EFCC invaded our homes 
like armed robbers 
- Victims narrate ordeal 
By Peter Aneme 
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Ighalo eyes more EPL action

anchester  MU n i t e d  
s t r i k e r ,  

Odion Ighalo, says he 
hopes to get more playing 
time this season to help 
bolster his chances of  
staying at Old Trafford 
beyond January 31, 2021.

The former Nigeria 
international's arrival 
f rom Chinese  c lub,  

Shanghai Shenhua, in 
January raised eyebrows, 
bu t  the  31 -year -o ld  
r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  a n  
impressive performance 
in the Europa League and 
FA Cup, scoring a total of  
f ive  g o a l s  i n  e i g h t  
matches.

Ighalo was offered 
a n o t h e r  s h o r t - t e r m  
contract in June owing to 

the outbreak of  the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Since the return of  
football in England in 
June, the former Watford 
player has played a 
miserly 17 minutes, but in 
a video posted on Twitter 
by BBC's Mimi Fawaz, 
Ighalo said he hoped to 
get more playing time to 
help improve his chances 
of  getting a new contract.

He said, “As long as 
the team is winning and 
doing well, that is the 
most important thing but I 
hope to get more playing 
time this season.

“It's my darling team, 
I'd like to stay but that 
does not depend on me, it 
depends on what I do, 
how I work and people up 
there but for now I don't 
want to think about that.

“Now it's for us to start 
the season this weekend, 
we grind from now till 
whenever.

“It's a club I supported 
from when I was young 
and I'm always grateful to 
God that this is my dream 
and I'm living it and 
nothing else matters.”

Osimhen shines in Serie A debut
i g e r i a n  

Ninternational, 
V i c t o r  

Osimhen was brilliant as 
he made his competitive 
debut for Napoli from the 
bench in the 2-0 win over 
Parma on Sunday.

Osimhen was a second-
half  substitute as Napoli 
opened their 2020/2021 
Italian Serie A campaign 
with a comfortable victory 
over Parma at the Ennio 
Tardini Stadium.

After a goalless first half, 
Dries Mertens opened 
scoring for Napoli in the 
6 3 r d  m i nu t e  b e f o r e  
Lorenzo Insigne increased 

the tally in the 77th minute 
respectively.

Osimhen joined Gli 
Azzurri from Lille for a 
club and African record 
fee of  81.3 million euros, 
but he started his first Serie 
A game from the bench.

N a p o l i  d o m i n a t e d  
possession but the first 
half  ended goalless.  
Gattuso's men continued 
to dominate possession 
after the restart, but it took 
the  in t roduc t ion  o f  
Osimhen for them to 
break the deadlock.

Ajagba overwhelms Rice
to win 14th career fight

i g e r i a ' s  Nheavyweight boxing 
s e n s a t i o n ,  E f e  

Ajagba, improved his unbeaten 
boxing record to 14-0-11 with a 
unanimous decision win over 
Johnnie Rice on Sunday despite 
fighting with an injured elbow.

The fight is Ajagba's debut 
for new promoters Top Rank, 
after spending three years with 
former promoters Ringstar 
Sports and going unbeaten in 13 
bouts, with 11 knockouts.

Ajagba scored big on the 
judges' cards in the fight. Judge 
Max DeLuca had the bout 98-
92, while judges Adalaide Byrd 
and Dave Moretti scored it 99-
91 in favour of the heavyweight 
prospect.

The 26-year-old Nigerian 
landed 131-of-406 in total 
punches, far exceeding the 
pedestrian effort of Rice, who 
had just 39-of-269, according to 
Compubox, in a dominating but 
lukewarm debut.

That fight saw Ajagba fight 
through an injured elbow for 
much of the night, with the 26-
year old heavyweight reportedly 
injuring his right hand earlier in 
the rounds.

It means Rice suffered his 
second straight defeat in 2020.

The 33-year-old was stopped 
in the 10th and final round of a 
March 7 clash versus Demsey 
McKean. Both losses have been 
to undefeated opponents.

This is the 
s e c o n d  t i m e  
Ajagba has gone 
the distance, a 
lesson the boxer 
says he has learnt 
f r o m  a s  h e  
focuses on his 
next bout.

He wrote on 
Instagram after 
the fight, “My 
s e c o n d  t i m e  
g o i n g  t h e  
d i s t a n c e ,  a  
valuable lesson 
l e a r n e d .  
Improving on to 
14-0, I'll be back 
soon!!”

Awoniyi joins Union Berlin on loan
igerian forward NTaiwo Awoniyi has 
joined Bundesliga 

side Union Berlin on a season-
long loan from Liverpool.

T h e  c l u b  a n n o u n c e d  
Awoniyi's capture on their 
website.

U n i o n  D i r e c t o r  o f  
Professional Football, Oliver 
Ruhnert, said the Nigerian 
would make the club's attacking 

game more flexible.

“Taiwo is a highly talented 
player who already knows the 
Bundesliga. He has already 
played in several countries and 
will certainly be settled in our 
team very quickly. With his 
physical robustness, his team 
spirit and work around the box, 
he should make our attacking 
game more flexible and further 
stimulate the attack,” Ruhnert 

told the club's website.

“I'm looking forward to a new 
home and the task at FC Union 
Berlin. Mainz was my second 
stop in Germany after Frankfurt 
and last year I was able to prove 
myself in the Bundesliga for the 
first time. At Union, I want to 
take the next steps, play as much 
as possible, develop and help the 
team to stay in the league,” 
Awoniyi told the club's website.

Ndubuoke charges Uzodimma
on Heartland, sports revival 

n erstwhile 

Achairman of  

H e a r t l a n d  

Football Club of  Owerri, 

Chief  Fan Ndubuoke, has 

advised the Imo State 

governor, Senator Hope 

Uzodimma on the way 

forward for the state 

owned team, Heartland as 

well as on how to push 

sports to glorious level in 

the state. Ndubuoke who 

was the immediate past 

chairman of  the dissolved 

I m o  S t a t e  S p o r t s  

Commission, stated this 

when the newly elected 

Sports Writers Association 

of  Nigeria (SWAN) visited 

hum in Owerri, recently.

“It is on record that one 

of  the focal points of  the 

Ihedioha administration 

was sports development. 

Even before he was sworn 

in as governor,  Rt. Hon. 

Emeka Ihedioha, had a 

clear vision of  using sports 

to engage Imo youths and 

provide job opportunities, 

while reclaiming Imo's lost 

glory in sports. No wonder 

few months into his 

administration, the 

minister of  sports,  Mr 

Sunday Dare, after going 

through Ihedioha's blue 

print on sports  while on a 

visit to Owerri, declared 

Imo state as  the home of  

sports.

“The starting point for 

Ihedioha administration 

was the establishment of  

t h e  S t a t e  S p o r t s  

Commission,  aimed at 

removing the bureaucratic  

bottlenecks associated 

with the old order. He 

embarked on aggressive 

provision, rehabilitation 

and renovation  of  sports 

facilities across the state and 

even consti tuted a pan-

Nigerian Bid Committee for 

the 2022 National Sports 

Festival. Imo athletes who fled  

the state for lack of  sports 

infrastructure and motivation 

were lured back through his 

'Return to Root' programme. 

Imo was indeed on the March 

to greatness in sports”. 

He added, “As major 

stakeholders, it's our duty to 

ensure  that  the  present  

administration in the state 

s u s t a i n s  t h e s e  l o f t y  

programmes in the interest and 

bene f i t  o f  Imo youths.  

Government is a continuum 

and we should avoid the 

temptation of  bringing politics 

into sports. For instance, what 

structure is in place in 

administration of  sports in the 

state? Do we still have a Sports 

Commission or are we back 

to the era of  Ministry of  Sports? 

It's our duty to investigate, 

educate and inform the public”. 

On Heartland, Ndubuoke 

noted that, “Gentlemen, the 

crisis rocking our darling team, 

the Heartland Football club of  

Owerri is regrettable. It's 

unfortunate that since 2014, 

when we left office, the club has 

gone from one crisis to the 

o t h e r,   c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  

relegation to the lower division, 

the first in the history of  the 

club. Often times,  people 

allude the misfortune of  the 

club to the ill-treatment meted 

out to those of  us who toiled to 

return the club to winning ways 

even with a meager sum of  

Eight million Naira monthly 

subvention. However, i wish to 

state here today that we have 

since forgiven those who 

masterminded the 'carnage' in 

the club. They were driven by 

greed and selfishness, not 

by  the interest of  the state or 

the club. 

“Regrettably, the crisis 

rocking the club today is still 

traceable to greed, selfishness 

and  meddlesomeness by those 

who should have provided the 

moral compass for better 

management of  the club.  

Specifically,  some board 

members of  the state Football 

Association and our own 

organisation,  SWAN are all  

guilty in this regard. The FA 

ought to be the father and an 

impartial judge in all football 

matters but some members 

have pinched their tents with 

various warring parties in the 

crisis.  I therefore call on the 

chairman of  Imo FA, chief  

Amanze Uchegbulem, a  

known voice in football matters 

in Nigeria to call his members 

to order if  the body is to play it's 

fatherly role seamlessly”.

IghaloIghaloIghalo

Ajagba in actionAjagba in actionAjagba in action

OsimhenOsimhenOsimhen
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t is very clear that schools are established Ifor a definite purpose and that is to create 
learning opportunities for young ones. 

This I guess is the same reason why schools were 
built although I did not forget that the wise one 
Socrates or is it Plato now once said that “bricks 
and mortar do not make a school'' If  there is 
anything that matter to mankind now especially 
for those of  us not so privileged on this side of  
the divide, it is education. There is much 
emphasize by many including government on 
the need to promote education.

What is not clear is the seriousness of  
government to walk their talk. They are so long 
in the talk but short in the action. This is the 
reason we are concerned about how our public 
schools are managed. In our society either as a 
group or individual we lack a maintenance 
culture or the government is the worst in this 
area. Public venture including roads, schools, 
utilities etc are seen as no man's business and not 
cared for.

Today, many of  our public schools irrespective 
of  their status have been commercialized for 
purposes outside education. At weekends these 
schools are utilized for church activities, 
meeting by town unions, football practice 
pitches, end of  year parties, crusades, weddings 
etc. Uses of  this nature bring deterioration to the 
physical structures which are not maintained in 
any way.

Besides, monies are collected for the use of  

Commercial use of Imo schools, who donnit?

Front of City Primary School, Owerri and vehicles
parked by members of the public using the school

Controversial Imo ACJL: What manner of legislators?
he trending obnoxious clause 484 and 485 suspected Tto have been smuggled into the Imo State 
Administration of  Criminal Justice (ACJL) signed 

by the governor have exposed the manner of  legislators that Imo 
people have. The said sections reportedly gave the governor 
powers to arrest and detain anybody and release same at his 
pleasure, This has attracted so much opprobrium in the state as 
many are already making political capital out of  it.The governor 
has been accused. The clerk of  the House has been accused. 
Some of  the legislators have denied knowledge of  the insertion if  
that was the case. The originator of  the bill Hon Frank Ugboma, 
a lawyer and member representing Oguta state constituency 
stated that his bill terminated at 372 clauses raiding alarm over 
the issue. The question which remains a mystery is how this cruel 
clause found its way into the law assented to by the governor in 
March.    Another legislator, Hon (Barr) Dominic Ezerioha, the 
House Committee Chairman on Judiciary and Information 
seems to be throwing light on the issue. He has owned up that 
nothing was doctored and that the bill was assented to as passed 

by the law makers. Evidence to that effect appear in his 
challenge to his colleagues in the event that anyone who has 
issues to the contrary should come forth when the Assembly 
resumes.He was courageous to announce that “we passed the 
bill, that nobody smuggled anything” and went on to advise that 
Gov Uzodimma and the attorney-general should be removed 
from the matter. Meanwhile, the entire world including yours 
sincerely was already calling for the head of  Uzodimma. It is 
quite unfortunate that the legislators could launch the state into a 
problem and turn round to deny knowledge of  the issue at 
stake.Many of  the legislators have taken turns to exonerate 
themselves from the issue. It is shocking that they could forget so 
soon that there are records evidencing whatever transpired. It 
has also been revealed in an investigative effort from the Votes 
and Proceedings of  the house as at March 5, that the bill passed 
had clauses up to sections 540, but somebody was insisting that 
the original bill he presented ended at 372.We ask could it that he 
expected that the bill could have been passed without any 
addition or subtraction from the original work presented. It was 

committee of  
eminent persons 
were assembled 
from both the 
academia,  the  
N i g e r i a  B a r  
Association, the 
Judiciary itself  
among others to 
make inputs. Is it 
possible that they 
came and left  
without adding a 
w o r d ?  W h a t  
manner of  lawmakers that could forget so soon as to embarrass 
the entire people of  Imo State. I can bet that these legislators ‘too 
busy’ as they claim may have passed the bill without scrutinizing 
it properly. I can also bet that even the governor may not be 
familiar with the contents of  the bill for which he is getting a hard 
knock. I am not a fan of  Uzodimma but in this case he has 
enjoyed my sympathy. The Assembly boys fuck up too bad.

these spaces by the school authorities. Where do 
these payments end up, private purse or 
government treasury? How is it accounted for 
we are asking? Take a trip to the ultra-modern 
City Primary School, directly behind the old 
Fire Service Station or the Ikenegbu Secondary 
School at weekends and see things for yourself. 

It is like that in many other places.
Our findings reveal that those who collect 

payments for use of  these premises do not issue 
receipts nor account for it. It is not certain that 
the education authorities who play supervisory 
roles authorized this practice. The purpose of  
building these structures should be respected.   

CollinsCollinsCollins

Anambra: Three youths
in police custody for

rape, N400k extortion
from job seeker

Vacancy
An experienced advert executive wanted

Send applications and Cvs to
jobs@newsecho.com.ng
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